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<I)":' 
Exte';~l ~~:t~~~~~~sh~~ ~~~:i~=~ t:r~e~~r~hf;~IB:~~~~~~~r~~e~~~~~~t'f~~, l;l 

, ~, 	 :,:': ,:~;::'.~ (' ;'.;':~~i;:,,~i'.: ','" ~·:_,~L';'j:\}'j;,:_.: ' ':;'\', 

. tlThis Leancy processes the restitut,iqn;91f+~m~:;i~.9;t~§f? coope~~ .g:'l 1 
ation wi th the "Treuhandverwaltung.fuer KultuI\.,rUt" " in ·!,Ilihi'6h. . It. has' .:':~Ll 
based its vfork on the records in Muhich of the former Central Cdl" ·1 
lecting Point Munich, including the microfilms received.in, 1951 and 
mentioned'in the JunericanEmbassyfs letter of May 3, 1956. The . ~<;L 
Agency has observed that these microfilms contain the applications , ('1)" I 

I\)~:'j; ifor restitution of cultural properties of the clailllanteovernments 
originally filed with the' America.n authorities. 4. ,~f':~;.:.. 't 

,;0,; 1 

Pursuant to the said letter of the American Emb[~,3sy, the' Agency "oL\.! 
has compared the mic:m-:ofilms of 1951 located at the Treuhandverwal tung',~';:K"H 
with the microfilms received from the ~merican Embassy in 1956. It:':'~;,:l~iJ' 
has bee11 found ~hatall' clai';lsco::>-tained in the microfilms of 1956 wE7~~n\~;1 . 
already the s~bJe?t of the nIJ.crofJ.lms. of 1951. It was a~so ascertain,e~>:~1; 

, ,that the applJ.catJ.ons made by the olaJ.mant governments dJ.rectly to this,,;.,!:'; 
. ,A'gfi'ncy: are; largely identical with' those contained in the said micro"'.;,::~;<0{;':" 

films. ,. '.' 	 • ,'~gf;~':':' ,.>C, 	 , 

, .: As far as the cla,ims in themicrofitIDs of 1951 go beyond the 
claims directly filed with this Agency a'dbeyond those contained 
in the microfilms. of 1956, they concern testij;ut.ion claims which have' 
already been sat:~'~tf~_~d or cases in which·fithe inv:~tigations of the, •. 
American agenci e~::'\\vi!'3i1e w:~ thout result an where a';l::.so, the investigs, td:oil:' ' 
by this Agency. i~":no'tex:pectedto be s .·,.tllt~:,;1:!L ~,~!"f; . ' :"',':'" 

~ ~ ~ , 

.. ~' ~ 

In view of 	this si t}l?-~ipp:,. ).~~ .claims referr~a· 
" , 	 the Arneri~al}: ~R~as;~y Lj!:~ve"llt)!en '±ncH.:udJ@~:, \4;U ~e .~. 

submitted 'wi'tn ~the qua.rterly reports of this' Ageney,,' 
showing the applies,tions directly made (by Glaimant go 
this Agency and. have thus not been listed\~,ep}3.~!ll'_S:.t:.~':4f1tf.~ -,: . 

;:/t .[~1::D h,;: i V v:: t~;jKZ 
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l;7:iPursuant to the reforenced Instruction the Errtbassy reports further ,(11. 

follows: ~: '. ,'; , .,,'., ''',.', , :' 
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" 

1Il1EMBASSY,BONN
.' , . 

~.~(,B\ 'S 5..:, 

The Embas'sy is prepared to obtain such further information from 

the' said AgEmcy or from the "Treuhandverwal tung" for cu~·:tural prco;perty 

in Munich .as the::oepartment may desire. , 


,2 •. Accor~~hi'';,.~o' 'the I"e'fer'enced Instruction, the Department is 
\P:gnsideri~g ?~~,"::~,~s<iraJ),~Ji~y;. p,±:, ..~~~:y:j,.JilW .,~ft,l:lereco;rds in, i ts pos~, '.' 
·(sJssidn. ii1:·.;qr~;~}~~.:c:<~,~ye,1:op;;7,~\~J~t~qp:a:8i~e?:t:r~~.cati~~,'}ata andtto,.~I:1;~~:t2:"';~l, 

them available,· t9. the German r~e:y:er~mentand th'.e' c1a~~B;:n,t< g.over:~lIn:"en~!f3~ !~;:j'f 
.While .such op;e'];!a:t'lon>';may.be, desirable a,s, .(~l'a~ Uni t~d§.$r,atescil~iiJl~n~s' J 
. 8,re concernea-~';:'r·ty·s~e.ms to,}us: t1lia:·t .;It fuay::not;l;)'e: :riecessa:ry"wi'tIt,~ega:l;id ', . 
. totheAbases (if'oit'hef' claimants.,;;iWe' would thirikdhat a,"'review :lofa~" . 

'.. 	 c~s,e in t.n~l~j;t~:rcategorY w6uld be' called for only if the cla'fmant 
goverrimeri't,"'QI' Jhe German '~~gehcy for' Ext'e:dla.l Restitutions should,iI'ask 
the Un! ted State's authorities for information or other assistance • 

'~ !. . FOr . the' ChargepdtAffa±resad interim: 	 .•,. 

. (~:t. Ai~~ 
. ~~~~) 

• :; ,f" t. 
. EIxin' 0 t"Sha~;gh~;~.S;'''·••.. ,' '~"~'~: 
Counselor of Embassy 
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• jfho l)eplllrin~t ot s~tet~tl 

, InatftoUon A-GOO, April 9;19'7 
. ~his oo~yhas been designated 
. the RECORD COPY.' It must be 
. returned to. RMffl for filing. 

• 0" 	 • • • 

Rostitution OrCUl.tum1Fl'O'p~e8 (C)Ja'i)tor b'lvc. Settlcoent 
COn'V'cnt1.on).. . .' . . .' '. " .' . . .'. . 

. Pursuant. toyour'r'Gtf~_e4 Im,tmOUQ. 'the Embassy tro.nemito bere­
with tl:WlGla.tiona of· .. , . . 

... 
. 	 . ..... : .~' .. ' . , 

i(1) 	a.mi (2) such ptJ.riD ot:-tbc. l"'eporta of the Fedeml AC(;:ftcy for · I 
~xterl1fl.l Rost1tut1o~.of lto'VeIIlber 6. 1~56 un4 Pebruary 1. · i 
19151 ae relate tooul.t~ral pro,H~rt1eol 

i 

! 
. 	 '.' ." ..." , , 

_well pa.rts· of ~bot&bl~·o.ttaohec1 t.o tohe r~port of J:'ebru.- . I 
I 

sZ'N 1~ .. 19!)7 GO' relate to·ou~tu.m.1 pZ'Oper~1cs. Since · I 

t.bistuble oupen,dea tllose nttached to tho enrller ra­
!>Orts. tll() la"oronol:;s.renot SUbmitted. f 

I\) 
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ZSncl0tluTO:' ~lo.. 1 to 
. DespatCh ~e"{4 . 
AlU,'l'mASSl. BO!',I 
dWo April 24, ..J9;7 

, '". . " 

17:taJWla'tl0~~£, ~ •.pe.~ ot &e~;on o£)~0c.leml AgOOCy for 'Enomal 
lte-btt,uUonsot·fto"Qlllbar'-. 1956 ala zeb~.,s to cultural.ProportioGeo 

.'. . . . 
. . . 

. . J'OI' tboi~ .troa A~...;aat' tuoueh JiO?em'bca), 19% thtllfollowtng . 
,"oport i;ssubD1tted,. .... '. 

. . 

1i$1noo tho s\fbl:lUtl10ll 0:£ the. last re~•. qonsaCier.lble l:)~GTeao' W8 
made ln the proe~BalllG·~· the cpgU_'lcms ·tilod• 

. Tbe (J1)11.ot'vo 'appllcatl0DU . Dud. A.rt1clea 1 en4 2. Cha.pt_ 11'lve ' r Settl__t ConvenUon, of tbelJe1e;ian Iim.4 Fr.ench ~ovo~on_ wen reg'a­
~ 
\ t"'snClmunb.S"edlt.om .b; ltem andwero included.iu the attached ta'blo~ 
j, On tho ~'a of"bol"eaQl:t.ot:~e e.;"m.nauOn so fBI' oame4 out the 

'l,'l'enCb eoV~l'nment w1t.bctrowl" l"eatl·tQUon appUoa.tlotlfh 'rhe completlcnr· of tbc1mreDtl.ga.oll will take collfl1uem'ble i\U!'th0r- tlr.1e. .I., . 
1: 

t 

, Tbls Ag~ ..baa .t\irihe.. taken. up :l.ngeat1eaUone of G ,MeJrul c..~rac­


t~&".. · by d.rCul.a1l1c\~ers· to .m\U1f11U11lG .. (:trw, tlictlal' lnsUtutloll8't . i:lIClU in 

part1C'UlUlf ba~ .. ma4o fl (totra.11_eJlnlai.tioli of the relevant collooticme 

with o.vj;e\f tQt~& ~1?pUcatl011tl tllE4. These lnvetJt1{;..'fJ.t1Ono have so tal' 

2lhotm amt:lll '~lt"1 onlJ. . 


. " , ", ,'" " 

! JlIie to 1IlfQ~.mstlon .Jleoei.~ tl'OtlQ person ooncel'nOd, one pt.d."t1llg 
COli14tilrtultoUelybe t~oun.U in .the poa8eesioil of' a private perDOn and . 

1 : eoa~.d. be Identified and cequ.tm'ted•. The rOGtltut10n c.ltUt!l r~as i~llo\7OEl 
';.. ' 1n thomsntime. .' .' .' .), , . ~ 

!l'h~~ t'01'l(. ·of 'hie A(;Ctr.q 10 'l'onder~4 dlff1~t by the. oltcUlOOtance 
thati:lout ·Q£tbe upi>l:Lca~9M 1Ui4e,- .Articlee>1 "erid 2 dO flOt contrdn tho 
data »..eu¢bod In. section 2 ottho /wnOli: to. CllGpt~ l?.lve. 
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, ,:.'.--" 	 tmclosuroUc. 2 td 
'~eapatob 1614 . 

. ~.' 

Al1~li:t4llASSY; DOrm 
dt4 April 24. 1957 

• " , • >41/ . 

. . .. . . '.: .:;1. .' .' ..'. .... . 

.'l'tnnsletlon-of .cuohpa;riotReport of Uedewl AGency for ElttarDll 
Best1tutioi:sotFeb~1'1l1'51au rela.'tee tG CUltural Propert1eDo " . 

.. ,
,j, 

. 	 " . l?or' t1l~~I&r1Od.tromtfw.mber 6,.1956 tbrOtiGJiFcbruary 5, 1957 

the rollo~.~ )~~Po.~~ lBcS8:bil4~te'h . '. , . .•.• .' . " .
. : ". ...• ' .., .' ". il .. , .. ' . . .' . 

. ." I.~=!:j:t;:!trs:t:::!O:O:::t1~~Cle8 1and 2of 
. ,,,.,.' . '. ···'u;r·· ......... . 


. In'l'aGUea.~ a.e.~ed dUlngtlle sclcf~r1odo Altboue,il·. 
tho dooum~~~~#r~~t~.r~ 'b ·.. t!leve.rious ·.Llpi'1.1q~tl0nB we$ Gupple--' 
mente41n ),;h~mea.nttile toeGae edent. there tlU:'Oot111 laak1ne; 1n . 
tla1\Y ca.etI.~~muaclD.ta :~DCrlbed bis·oct,lon2of tbEi)4nnex to '" 
ClW.pterFi""'.'~·th1aAgenc.v·ihuB basnosta,rtlhgpoint .for an in- . 
veetiga.t:1on~>~FriqUtimt~ thero 1~ lockJ.ns tbo:4uscriptlon of the factS·· 
"bleh resu1tEKt 'iIi diBp~seSet.QIl;the daseri.ptloil of the property 

. 	 s-ost1:tl.ltlon'ofwb1Ch1s deiDande4 la£l:"tjqu(iintly aoecnoJ'tlJ.. oooeelal17 
. in the ea~Q'of':ctG\ie1ry,tha.t 1nveatlso.t1on aDdldont1fJ.ca.t1on ,i.o ' 
i,mpoaaible$;~~·~ew ot tho lUGe ll'UtJbaJ: of objoe-teof thG same typeo 
IJ.lso for Cult'\ir8.l pi'oportS.oo.tha aitooriptloll1a of-ton not aufi1.o1cntll' 
Q~bl~~t()Pom1t.1QenUf1ca.tion on tlio\laa1tl of· ouch dcscdptton.. '.' ., 
Cila.rlftcQ,t1Qn~ofth(.llae Ciatt02:8 often results· in Volwdnouo and· t1L101P 
eoriSUmlllg. conospondencea cJ.'fectJ.Dg thepl'Ogress o£ tho t10rk of the 
AGency.· . . . 

, UntU' tboeDci 'Qftbe .report per,04. flflBlaoclaiona Tlaro made W1~b·j 
re~ tof1't191l1'pllcatlonS for.reatitutlon, four of· 'i:1b1cb. wel'e allo.wed. 1 

~bjle in 'bh,o fifth oaaethep~oce~ (lore al.acontlnuod pursUant to. ........ , ! 
" Artiole 2(2) of Cbapterf1\fe•. AD' a r08ultof tho AgencY'e ·1nvoot1.. . 

&;D.~ionD, the number ot appllcatlons wi t.hclratm rose frora 135 to 409!' 
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4t4 April 24, 1951G go 
Tl'Q.1U}lation of those ,6KlS'to of '1'eblo attached to llopo;-t of FQdoS'al AgGnqV 

<.i; 
\~ . for Extenlal let;lUwt.l6lW of Febwal7 7, 1951 a.s rela.te to CUltua.l .Propertv': 

(Artioles 1 anJ 2 of Chapter avo. $ottlement Oonvention)
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE lNSTRPdTi<SN 
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LIMITED OFFIC~ USE 
(Seeriy ClasSi/kation) FOR DC USE ONLY 

NO. : A,;.623 MArch 14,1957 
SUBJECT: Restitution of Cultural Properties (Chapter Five, Settlement 

J 

i---"'-'-"-"'''_~ 
, '--:. 

I 

.·.c 7f.J 
" r 

" ..~ ; 

The American Embassy, BONN.,TO: i 
A cursory examination of records in our possession has r~vealed ~ 

that certain cultural properties stored at the Munich Central:Collectifg 
Point can be definitely identified ,as belonging to American, French, ~ 
Dutch and other claimants. Some objects were transferred to the' ~ 
trusteeship of the Minister-Praesident of Bavaria in 1949 andt in turna 
to the Federal P~public in 1952 with a provision that the inv~stigatiol 
of their source be continued. The identified cultural proper~es are ~ 
not , however, all in this ,category. HCCPproperty cards.'and m~ro- 0 

filming of all MCCP records necessary for restitution are in,possession 
of the German Federal Government. ' Under Article 1, of Chapter 5 of 
the Settlement Convention the German Federal Republic assumed 
responsibility for the restitution of such properties. This respon­
sibility runs only in respect of property for which claims were filed 
prior to 11ay 8, 1956 (Article 2, Para 2). However, prior ;to that date 
the United States Government filed with the appropriate agency of the 
German Government records of all claims in our possession (pursuant 
to Article 2, para 3). 

, Under Article 1, pa~a 5 of Chapter 5, the agency of the 
Government established for this purpose was to file periodic re 
with the Three Poyers and also to furnish additional informatio 
request. We are unable to locate in our files any records of s 
reports or of any information having been furnished. So far a are 

aware there has been no return of any of those properties which, " 
according to our records, could be readily identified and return • 

Under the provisions of para 2 of Article 2, the agency of ~ 
German Federal Republic may discontinue all activity after MaY'8~~957' 
if it has been unable to locat,e the rightful claimants to the pr: rties. 
However, provision is made for restitution after that date if th J 
properties should be subsequently identified. ' ';p , 

, ,~,t 

1\) 
0) 
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i 

(',-t__ I 
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. '~~ '-"~ . ! 

~:;'sf~ 

Before deciding on the course to pursue, under these cire ces?i 
we would like to obtain a report from the Embassy based on info on 
presently in its possession on the accomplishments of the German ney 
to date, and on the plans of the German Government, so far as the :Jto 

MAR 141951 't' 
.:; t,\!~.~. 

have been disclosed, for its future activity. r" 
, We have ~ 
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, 1,~·1. '. 

No.: 4-623 BOWl PAGEL 

" ".:LIMITED ,.QFFIOIAL USE 

(Security Classification) , 

r '.. . 

We have been informed that the head of the agency is Dr. Fechner of 
the Ministry of Finance, "1ho is also the head of the Validation Agency at 
Bad Hombrir'g. According to information which we have received from the 
German-American Validation Board of New York, Dr. Fechner plans to visit the 
United States'in the middle Qf 118,rch,primarily for the purpose of discussing' 
a new treaty to deal with thevaiidation of certain securities not covered by , 

',the present treaty. "\-Ie understand he also intends to raise the question of 

restitution claims. ' ' ' 
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the 77<-,3Pursuant to the referenoed Instruction the Embassy submits 

foll'o'l'fingreport ( t! " ' 
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1 •. ·The'·Fed'sral "Agency: for· -gxte;rna:lRest>j:~tutionB ':(heT-Ei'fns,fter':(!" 
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of the S'e't:t'lem'eht·Conventior{."i ·As·'·to 'e;ach~re'p6rtthusre,ceilivea,'i{:,thEi~:;'(~ro , 
Embassyhais' re'ported to· the>Departmertt.vhattiit 'considered the ess:emtii5al\·,; 
points; is'eeEiiiba]ssy des'patche's' NOo.1242 ,.Dacember:]:4,. 1955'Y'No./lrBl1, . 0;' 
March l,,'T956';-Nch., 1257:1\ 'Jurie' ,1'9, T956;',Nt;:.'400t' ,Sepfember 6,1'956,r{~",,:'<,~'el 
Ho. 879,'Dcicemb'er 3,r956;Ho.' '1469, Marclr6, 1957. '.>:f'g,tc ;.,,· '~i 
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. . 2 .,:'~Iir:':r~r,'. "a,'s"th,t=: l;~,.~titut~Ori"l'Of ,cu~tural' pr'operties ··is co~c.~rn'e"dd:l:;!&,':,,',".> l' 
(Art~cles. 'I and' 2 of Chapter Five), astlmmary of the present 'l3ta,tu,s, ",';:(:N 
of the "fork ::'0 f'/t ll'c {J.:genc;y' 'app~a:rsib> our despat'ch 879, December: 3, 1956.,,1' " 
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., been fotilidc·:iYii.; ....'Ge·rnia.riy'. "The'secasesa:re i o.t "cou,rse,of a.·:'type etFc'ir.e!lky01 
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which involvo propertieos ,stored at the }1~p.ich Central Collectir:.g Point~ 

, ' ;', , " .2&2, IH).Iif'i? It,;;;-;t '!IT.." ·5·:t.:: • §,. CS . C~_ -""T-ot(.(J~ 
3. Upon receipt of the referenced 'Instruction, VIe inquired (inc=.~?, . 

the absence' ofMr.E'ochner ....[ho is at present in, Washington) of Dr. Fricke '1, 

of' the Federal Min~stry of Finance (which I1ihistry stlpervises or directs', 
tho \'fork of theiAgency) as to the status of restitution.claims relating' I! 
to propert±e~ stored at the g,tuni9f1\."G.e,~tral coiiecting poin~,,,aridal~'~~". ,'.' ~ 
as to the status of those claimi:J':!gl'6;!'i,a+.;I.-y; transferred to the''j( ncy ,':rrj 
by theEmba~sy 's letta:: of May ~ ,,;19;5'6"r~e~ Emb~t::r;Y:~d,~~IP~~bh(:W6.~, '" 82'1~~ "~ 
May 11, 195'6) •. Dr. Fr~cke repl~ed he would ,promptly o,bta~n arepo,;r' ',' ! 
from the Agency as to the status of these 
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I a. Dr. Fricke said he felt,as.we dO, that the prov:t'sion in the;' 
1\ .,' :third sentence of paragraph 2 of Articleyg;o:t:,'Chapter piire ' %'>~: 

should have no practical importance in tn€l ,case of applicati , 'f''0r''t,rire :'re's\titution of property which ha~:; 'b~en fo~nd '~nd ,ta~"?.!:',,";"
~1 , inti; custody in ;G,ermanji;,o',: " ""'~'.' , ' " 
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J, ,b. Dr. Fricke sa~,d, ,that, ~ccordin,B' ,;to p,i s~ pt'es~'P.-t;;,:lhforma:\tioni:' 
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\ " German Forbes or authorities..1":,1 	
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, ,funt:lti'ons" consc~ent~ous1y andasexped~t~ous1yas tl:le7~,"i( 
circ'umstartce's permi t. We doubt that the, Agency's staff incJt.i~~:s 

! ' 	 cultural officers; Mr. Fechner should be able to give the' "., 
Department information on tn.is poin1;~ 

d.As ...'/e' uhderstand the referenced Instruction, the Department 
is con~erned with ~th,E;!ques.tJon ,.whetll,e~:~nd inwhich!ll§ipl,l~i'ce.rta.in 
records;-~or de.tain: itsposl:!e,~s~on s:houldb,? ma9.ea'l:a}l~l:ll!? to the< 
Ageilcy:f;Whiie we' are urifainiiilir with th'etypeofr.~q0r,a'S .and' 

"da.ta here involved and thtis ca'n.notmake anysugges¥~onat,,::;this 
· time,we'wouid like' to draw attention tothep~ocedurea.<t~p;ted '.' ,~ 

W':tth regard to a perhaps somewhats~mi1arrn~tter. :Inpf,oce'ssing 
,'applications. under Article 4 of chapterFiv~ .(eomp~nl,:!.ation" .' 
· for non-cll1 tura.1 property) the Agen,cyfrequently, finds i tnecessar,y.~ 
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from tneArmy R~'coi'd's center fn'Karis'as. C'Ltyt0..'the,Embassy,{' 0nth'e 
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