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period of partial't.lerationforHUng~f#n,:~awry. '" ~" general, "'AA~ 
pattern of,' a:nti';';Jevri~h .~easures'-intro.c1U;Q~;d 'by •. the .Sztojay:. gov~rnment 

was merely are~tition,of .German anti~Semitio legislationsinoe 19)'. 

But, while in Germany· the politioal,.eoonomio andphysioal +iquidation 

of. the JeWs was spread out over a period of ten :.years, in Huntsar'y,the 

same measure$ were orammed into e. few weeks~. 

During the first ~ys of the ocoupation the, ~tage was set for 

future anti-Jewish. aot1vities. The Hungarian press' Bl'ld radio lllid . 

·down. a continuous barrage of :broadoasts: and artioles to "p.roveu :lihe. .. 	 . 

Jewish responsibility for the war, forthe.eConomiocrisis., for social 


discrepancies, and for all national and internatj,onal il;Lsin.geheral. 

. . 


.Ten days werealiotted for these necessary preliminaries and .on JO. March 


the first. new anti-Jewish measures were published. 

A. Legal. D!i)tinition of J ew.s 

The:first .of these decrees, defining who ',yvas to be considered a 

Jew, accepted as i t8 basis' se'otion 9 of Article XII. ot the Law for Race

Protection of Augu~t 1941. According to the purely negative d~fin:ttion 

of .the 1941 law only such persons who have not'more'thari one Jewish-born 

grandparent were declared "non-Jews. 1I PersonS with two J~wish-born and 

tWf) Christian-born grandparents may· be considerect as noh-Jews, previded 

that they were b~rn 8:s Christians 'or were baptized.. before reacmngthe 
. , 	 , 

age of seven. There viera; of course, further ramifications ot: these 

·categories. This earlier legislation, .enacted under the Teleld govern

ment, was designed to prevent mixed marriages bet'\7e8n Jews and non-Jews , 

and its definition wa.s applioable 6p1;y; incases of marriage' or sexual 

· intercourse between' Sews and gentiles ~It had no bearing whatsoever 


0:1.' tile" pc>litical and economic rights of J eVlS which were regula.ted by 


the 'tirst' and second Jewish laws, ena:~ted' under Dar~yi and InU'eCly• 


. Art~r Hungafy had entered the war (June 1941), the definition of the 


,	'Law' for Race-Protection wa's adopted as the basis for enrercing' a ruling 

that J ewe were not to serve in the army,' but were required to render 

'compui~ory miUtary labor semee instead. The laws of 1944 proceeded 

, 'to'ei'tend the restrictions. 340718 
. :...., 
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. 	 Acco.rdingto an offi'~iat statement'6'f'S MAy 1944 the category 
, 	 ./ • #, 

.. 	 • " ' • I" 't; • '. 

,of the half..Jewswa~' i'ui;therllnrl.ted '·bi establ':ismngtWo categories 

of lli.l,lf-J ews who ru;-e t,6 be considered as 'ilon';'Jows:'" ' , 

1. Half-Jews whose,Jewish.'pirent :wtJ:s of..- chtisti'ail faltJ;', '~t 'th~ 

time 	of marriage- are for ail purposes,: considered as' non-jews. . 

"2. • Half-Jews',whC>EieJewish.;.parenthad never beenbaptize'd or had 
, . '; ,". 	 . . 

been'b&p'tjf.~e~~ :~ziJ.:~:/:~f~r.;t11e' bit:th; 'of thahal.~~Jevt ::l,.p.que~,~i~~.• '!lra . 

consider~d as non-Jews provid~d"thatthey; themsellx~,~ were b~p~i~ed be. .. :.".', 	 ':.' ",' " ,:."' , '.: ':. , 

'. fore they-reached the age .ofsave~. Their acqopta~~e as n()n~~.ewa,. .," ,." .. 

however,,;,1?~comes~llvalid if they ,are" or have',been, marrie(i to,a, 
.. :" .. 

partner of partlY' or ,fuliy :JeW,ish.origin. 
, ~'. . 	 , 

This amplifioation allows:those of the :first 'catbgciryto be 
" 	 :', 

. 	 ' 

"exemplary attitude 11 in the counter-revolutio~, J;tl.ovements"of 1919 • 
" 

• " . j'l ' . ~ 	 , 
, .. 	 . 

B. Agoption ofa ".!fewishBadge ll 	
'. !.~" . 

Simultan~~usly with those acts, the ,government published a decree 


according to 1,'''hich any one considered a Jow, accprding to the ,above .def
o ' 	 '. .: I. '. 

, ' 

initions. was compe~lod to wear a six-poipted yellov~ star), f.01.U' 'inches 

in sizo. Violators of this order Vlere subjc,ct, to ...fine· and. ':iulprison-', . . ,." . 

. mont up to six months. On 5.8.pril, the d~!the()rder"went'into ~ffect, 

the Official G;z~tte (Wdapegti K9Rl~n:y) published !3. ,+is'G', of those 
• II' -	 •• 

persons not requir~d to wear ,the yellow star. These included:' , 1. priests, 
: • '0 1 ~~. . ' , . ' • '. ". • . . 

monks J nuns J deacons and deaconesses of the 9hrist~an :'denQD1inations 1

2. wives, widows and children of those who were e~em.pt.'on, account of ' 
. . " . 	 , 

high 
, 

ndlitary honors; J. widows and orphans of.~i~. war~ '4. foreign
\, t . 	 ' '. . 

nationals living in Hungary; 5. husbands or wives already.~elonging 
II . 

.to a Christian religion if their wives 9r husbands'are not Jews; widows . . ..', 	 . 

of non~J €!Ws provided they already belong to a: Christj.an religion. Ex. . . . 

emption in these latter cases applies only if the children.:born of these 

marriages did not belong to tho Jewish fa.ith. 340719 
CillliRiHMx! 

http:Christj.an


-

ment of non-JewishQ.omestic servants in any hO\l,sehold :whien hasa· '.' . ..... "1' .'. \ '''.' ... :......'".. .".. '. ". '.' ; . " ... ' . . . 
Jewish member. The soconc: <!,SC":'C0 p'!'ov':dmJ tor thu d:i.:.3mimlal of 1l1:1 

Jews from the civ;~l ser.vices,muni~ipal adJninistration,. public, corpor
'''.2 ,.... 

ations, and publ*c works. Je\:dsh llivlYers and notaries public were 

to cancel their membership in the' Chamber of lawyers by 31. May, .and 

J ewi,sh m~mbers of. the Press, Theater, and Film Chambers had'. to resign. 

by .3.0 April.. . , 

D. 	 Restrictions on Movement 

On ,? .April, .the .first day ,on vlhidh the Jews were compelled to 

wear the yellovlstar in Hungary". ~teps were taken ~o control their·· 

3 


movements. The de.cree, . a.s publishedfu the Official Gazette ~ pro

vided that Jews could not use automobiles; could not travel on trains, 
, '... 

, 	 . 

boats, or busses without writt.enpermission from the authorities; could 
. 	 .. 

not be givenpem±ssi6~ to ~~avel on express trains. or in dinilig cars;" 
, 	 't•. 

and were forbidden toapPE?ar in, or attend, theatrical performa.nces. 


The travel ban had the effect of preventing' Jews frolh' ev~cu~t-· . 

. . 

ing from· the .vicinity of possible bombing targets. This' purpose'Vla.S' :" 

. confirmed by Major-General Vor~s, . Government Commissioner for Evacu

ation, .who stated explicitly on 7 AprIl that Jews were forbidden to' " 

emigrate from Budapest. In connection with the evacuation ~~ children 

from thE\ capital, IAszlo B6dy, the deputy-mayor of Budapest, informod 

the ·public-:·by posters on 12 ,April that Jewish children wero axciuded 
. ,4 	 . 

from ·the evacUation. 
I '•• ' 

E. Economi£ Discrimination and ExPropriation' 
.' , " 5 

.. The elimination of Jews from economic life was decreed on 6 April. 

Twenty-five percent of the Jewisllemployees wore.too pe dismissed by 

'30' April; 8;' rurther twenty-five "percent by 31 May, and the other fifty 

percent wero a110v:od" to continue iri their positions for anothor six 

.. 
1. pestor Lloyd, ~l March 1944. 
2. Budapesti Kiizlony, .31 March 1944 • 

.3. Magyar _Is?-dor Lup,ia,.31 March 1944. 

4. ass CID #85138R, 21 JUly 1944. 	 340720 
5. ass CIn #91919, 26 June 1944. 

'" cqJltgg'f@. 
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months .·(until 1 October- 1944) on ,eond.i4ii-on- that applieati.on- bY their.: 

omployer was 'grantacl Py th~Gov~ont' Commissioner•. In pursuo.neo of 
• • • ,>. 

, ; . '. : ~ . , .. : 

this docroo D.1i'J~~ who atID.:.'hol'd loading posts in tho managomf:?nt of 


Hungarian banks ,itidti.strlai and 6ornm~rciei enterprises were eliminated 


as of 26 April~' . 


On 1,5 'Aprii,.:the Szt6jay ~Overnment "t~ok another ~te~ on the 

. . ..,.",,:"" (,~·.1~;;'~, ..,'!:,.~.:;:,!~...~ ...:.:~ ...,:,:~ .... ~, :'" '/' " ' ,' ... '.' " :: ': ' '.',: ." " . ' 

Germari"~pattalrli;~??~'EWerlUJew was obliged to declare all his real estate 

and p6rBO~Wri~~()~rt7j,;pr~vfded its' :value exc~ededten, thousand pengS, 

witil:;a~;.iada~ij&iP:·or·thr~e 'tho~sand ~engg:'ror ~~~h: member of th~ family • 

. As the basis for evaluation, the obviously elastic concept of IImarket 
. " ". . . ......JI' , • ": .. , '. 

value II ,was t\sed.All funds in excess of three tllollsana 'pengo,- gold and 

plat1num.a:rticles, jowelry e.ndprecit~us stones ~ere"'t'~ be confi~cated. 
• '.' # 

..All bank accounts \1l'ero .blocked; and only a maximum' of ono'thousand 
n . ,. . ,.... . '. . , '. ' 

pengo.per month could be paid 'out to Jews from these sources, accord

ingto an addition to this docree published on'5 M8y. 

Thel'lext step was taken on 20 'April~ The Minister of Trade and 

Transport ordered the closing down of'allJewish-owned shops and the 

confiBo~ti.on .of stocks and 1r,Lventories. According to the. terms of· 

thisdecree'aJJ JewishbusinesamEm V'ie~e .compelled to close thoir 

esta,plishments immediately and to report th,em to the proper. authority•. 

The owner of the l;nisiness,and hiBemploy~es were '.to enter such a closed 

establishment only' to take inventory. The owner was ·to continue pay- . 

ing h~s Chr~stian .fiIllployee-s, but was forbidden to' 'sell Or :trapsfer his 

stocks or instau.;~'GiQris." .. :J::f the stockswer'e perishable, theY'were ·to 

be handed over to Gh;r-:i,stian'shopkeeper~or cooperatives within four' 

. days.' Where the business was of national importance, it was to be 

continued under new Christian management. 

As a result. of these measures, : the Jewish popUlation of Hungary 
.. . " 

is reported by tho.Budapest press to. have lost twenty billion pengo. . ..... ' ·· .. ·1 .' . . 

(approximately foUl;' billion.do;l.lars)." Of the thirty thousand; stores 


• • • " -, , ..: ," ..•• ". .: • .' I • :, " • .' •• • • • • • 

and. shops in Budapest alone, sOl¥o.e:i,ghtoon thousand owned by Jews were· 
, .. ",'. 2 . . '. . 


closed and their owners left destitute. 


1. Jewish TeJ,ographic AgencY, 19 July 1944. 
2. ass CID 1f86231R, 26 July 1944. ". _.. 

s, 

::\i'~;" 
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ing area to sUl:-r.e.naEil" 
. "',,~. '.... ~:' '. ~ "'. ' . ., ;":.-. ):";.:1;r ili).,: .:' : ·~,;:.';:·>.. )'i~~: :":~;/':{l- .,;'. ," 

New.ration, cardswe;re the~ i~suedwhieh restricted the·tood'a.116ttod 

.' - " ".,' '.. '. ~~ • " ' ••' ••, :.. • ... ~'. ". ,:",'~ .: .. .".' , ' ". '. , •• ':•• ; < ' • >" : . . ,: .' :. ''/ " ... 


them, and forbade thein1:;o ~~che,.so butter, eggsiPopPY !30ed,s* paprika, 
. . •.: , " .1 '" .. 

rice an~ all meats except beef. 

G. Cre,lltion. of a New ,Jari;;b ,Orgooizatioll 
• ,. " • '. • • • , '.' , t"' .' 

On 21 ,Ap:t;:tJ. the Qflic!al Galletta published a decree establish.. 
.... '. 2······ .' 

ing the Assoc~at!Prt of Hungarian J,ews (which'bears a strong resemblance 
. ',' .' '\, "",'.' , '." , 

tn the Nazi .. ereated R~~cbsvQr9!nigung ser 'J'udenJn R{n}tll!chlang),. The 
~ • , . ;, ,. ,;, t' ",: . f " . 

A'8oeiation replaeedall the various Jew~sh organizations dissol~p~ ~ 
trder Qf the Mlftistr,r of the Interior 'and its prtmar,yfunotion, aec~rd-

.. ~ " .' " / :,.. ." " 

ing to MagyarorlHglg, V'!BS "to see that the anti-Jewishl~ws arc sc~;', .','. .. . . 
, " ~ { 

puloUSly carrier out. If The' following leaders of the J swish community, 
..' 

were appointed to the executive ,committee ot ~~e 'o~ganiz~tionc
.' . . , 

Samu Stefi'll~ f!'esider;t of the, Jewish. ,C.Q~munity ot Budapest .. 
, E~h8 Peto, Vice...chaitman of the J e\'iis~ community: ; .' 

Karoly: Wilhelm, AdJijlnistrator of the Jewish community. . . .,' of Budapest ' . 
Dr. Bala Berend, Rabbi of Budape'st 
Rabbi Samu Kahan Frankl, Chairman of the Orthodox 

. Jewish congregation ef Blldapest· .,. 
tip6t FrGudiger do ObUcla,Chairxnan -of the Conserva.tive 
" . J~wiflhll¢.omm~ityof Buda.pest,' 
Andor TorM, author and j o~na1J.at . 

. ' Dr. J ozsef Nagy j chi~f phYSician of. the Jewish. Hespital 
, Dr. Janos Gabor, legal advisor of the JewishCdmmunity 

of Budapest 

Undoubtedly as the r~~ult of powerful Cathqlic 'pressure, a separate 
:3 

organization was es~blished for baptizecl JeWB on 6 July. 

H. Establishmept of Camps np.d, Ghettos . 

With t,ho a..l1Ilol.lr'.cement of the government order of 31 M;ly regtllat.' 

ing the hOi..1,<Jb~ ,,.r J.[lvrs·, tho situation e'f the "Jews' in: Hurrga~, rapidly 

approachod. :its cli.max. As a preliminary measure, all flats and dwel .... 

, '·lings in Fl).J.D,post wore to be registered. by their tenants. During the 

8~ingof 1944 an incroc.sing stream·of'county and municipal orders .. ' . ,,' . ' 

~d forth, ~ac~ seoking to outdo theothor in anti-Jewish housing 
...... " : .. , 'I!"" • ..' . 

legisl~tion.' A fev! examples of ,this:le~slation taken from the Hungar"!' 
. 

1a,n',press (1944) follow" 

25 April .... the JQ\1S were,to be· expelled from MUnk/cs (Mukacero) 
'., ','~. • ! ' 

~'(UZhor,od), Hungarian t~s\Vitir large Jevlish populations; th: 

'.3"...'40'!"'1(O,21.. 
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Entry /9/ 
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samemea~Ureswer'e'i~{'b~t:ak~~,:'~i'K~~~~'~' (*o~'i~~); ,r:~ ,~"' .. '.' . 
<.. ', .. ":"..•',", ""_.~:. . :,/~ ~I~~ ...:"~':,;" ~.,I.·" .' .,' .~•• l" ",,+ ~,'" 

'. "2:9' April' -;;.' The' mayor and police of Szabadka, (Subo~ic~) , ". 
'. '. -:: .•..;.,::'. '. '~:::. '-.~. ":i"~", "·,,,,-~,·~,,•. , ..:",~~.':i':!';"\ ~ ..., .....~:. :·t,: .....~.,. :..'-:',,~~ ;' ': ....; ",!. J.~.'"I'. 

fixedthe·d~stti~f.'·in'whi6h'the't~~t~ 4,,300 Jew~ .couldlive." on, ., 
...:."":,,, ',.",.:" .. ,~j".,.~,:.,~, .. >".,:",,,,,:,,,,,:'t>~::,', _.,' :.:{ .... :; ...; , ..;·.·..t·.' ..::.',,; :.':, ,~:. ',' .': . 


the av.erei.ge'"rour. Jews woUld ool6dged in each room. E,very. ~.~abad.ka 

':':':':'.'J,".' "">''''.• -~·:·~::·l;'::'-;:·~'....... <. ':~,,;: ..:. "., ~:.;:)··.1;·,\ :,,~f!;.:·. ~,~.:;'" :1: ~,;' ,,~~"', -'.' ··.. r· :.~. 


Jew 'had' to: i~ave' ·1:4s. present home by 5 'lYfaY'.. They were. forbidden to... •. 

, . . , .', 

. ,.' '.",. " ' : -,'" .. '.' " , 


remove stove's, electrical equipment"and. blackout equipment frOm th~i,:r 
• ,", ..': .. '~' ,'. _• .' "_:, ,_. I,t o : '.,: • ." " .. ;:. ,: ',",'" •• ;;, ...... ... : ~ .... ':. -} , ... 

houses, and were required to subnl1t~alisti6:f··t1i~irst~~~~rk~iture •. 
.:' .: : c' ".<.: /' '.. '. '. 'C'. ", ', .. " .. ' .. ;. :. : .. ': ' .. .' .... '. .';., .. ,;, ", .'. . 

. The Ujvid6k (NovYsad)' Jews were't~ ot;mov~l:'toSzabadka, the Tisza.. 
, ,••ft. , ' 

line .Jew~ to,'~i;;ed, :and·tlio D~tibe:iill~~td'Baja;""'iit6g~the~ 2,Oqq '. i.' " 

. ~ .. :',<:'" ....>i;',:~~:)~,;~~/::~::~.:::--)·::,.~~::.:,.{ :~~: ~'. ,,;:::'~~,~ .:.~ '.-: ~~.; ';'i" . ~~';.:':.~~:~.;~{~ <"~'t'>"~' .;..: ',~..:.':.. ~~.. ;'. 4',~ ~ .... t. "'," .,. 

Jews were to be moved' to ::Szabadka", which would then hav:e .;,a popul~~~!,n .... ::-.' 


.::,:::':\" ': ,:,.!:;,."" 	 '~', ~'.~' ",' • . ,,'.' , 

of 6,300 Jews living in' a segregated district, 	 .,',,':' 
, .' ' .:.::.:' '. '~', ••••••:~:' -'. : ',: '," ji ,.~,: •••.'. ',:..;~;:! '" .. ".:, ,';~.~.'. ~ ..... !. "'.,:",. .':'::•• ( )', 

30 AP1"11.·-. ·WheJews otNa,gykanizsa .wore m.ove!i into ,a. ghotito . 
.'.;,.' '. -;':'~(\,;<'- ."/:",,~ ':....::./~~';.'~,': ~ .,,", .-, '. " .. :. <. ,;:- : :: ~' ..~'. ':';; " .::;,~;.~-~~:..~~';>.; ...;., .,....... -., 


surroUIiae<i by. ba:r;oo~:,wi~e • ,Jews may only leave the gh~.~~? whe~ta~~~.; .. ;'.:; . 

,.' 'I ..." .. 

.,tr" . 
2 Mhy~~ :In: Miskole thirteen', tl;ousand Jews were plaoed in a 

" 'I,;'. ~'~F",,": :<.. ' '.' ....;.. '~. . 7'.. ~'J- " '" .t~ . "_, ~ 4 

ghetto" :burili~;.!th~;·.~aI"ly p8li~ofMay:g~ettos;ware ,to'.·oo· .ije't up in Szeged. - , .",' 	 . , 

and Uj pe~t:;" ·i~; th~" la~ter town" the' gheft~\Vass1tUe.tcd:- in, jihe . industrial 
. ' . 

,,,:,area. . " '.~'.. 
r' ',,"'. '~t .'f 

. " . " ,.:l· ,',. ~. .'" -'.' I' • 

.3 .May:~- A .fenoed,-in ghQt;tO was, ~~t ·Up"·ll').., Na·~a.rlVl.: '. ,The
" ~. ',i1'" .. ." ~ . ," .':: I!" .... • ' ..' I. 	 ... : :., 

ghetto was to be used by thirty.tho:Usand JE{.1s:and..th~i;r·resa'!-itlemant wo.s 
. 	 , .' ,',. ; ;'.::.', " ..1.. '. ,,:'1 .• '.. ., : .•.•.'. ":;' "". ,"', 

to take.~ou.r.··t;~frtJT~6fib 'coUld, lea:f$th~glleti9 'e>nll, .p~twe~n nine and 
" 'r'I": ~ .'.: # I '.... -, I • • • • ' • :,' ..' '. "\ '. 

, . ': t . :: . 

ten 0' clock. 
 . , ...... 

• ',." oil • ~ • • • • .' .., ' 

l2,MB.y~.. ighett.o in' Pees 'wo.s·;::·s~t ~pri~ar t~ 'main railway. ' 
.~ . 

station for the' accammeds:bioh .Of j,4bO 'Jew;~•.... Ba:~tiz~dJ~V1S 'w~re'~o \r~'-" .. 
ceive a special place in the ghe'bto,;..· .'Jew.l~,dOdtors·cti~a 'Prdcirco '.:: 

only 'il} the ghotto~ 
. . . ", -,' ..! ~: .' _/ , ':. ' " " • ' . 

, 15 May -- .Roughly' siXty thrusand Jews in' the Pest district . 
·: .. f • 

I 
were betng settiedin'ghettos ~~ienty-two communes. This measure 

communiti~s:, of'over' ten:thou'sii.ndiIiha.hit~ts ,'should be settled elsewhere. 
. 	 . .' , .... :,.. ...: . 

. ' • .' .' ., ;: '.':' . , ,. . • . ..... ' ,. ;.... II· '. .' -, . '. ,. 

, 	. !'1"May -- Accordfng to the Berliner Borsen Zeitung, 320,000 
' .. 

, , .' .. ' ,,' .. " J ,~:.~,.::! .. ~.' .~, ," ," . '.. " 

Jews living;:in areas east 'of the Ti~za hadboen takentoghetto~ .. or ~amp~, .... : 
• 	 ~ , ' , ~ . .. • t, 

The various, i:t;ems reporting the concentration 0.£ Jews in. gh~ttos 
" - , ,'., '" • ' '_ t '.. - .. ,,, _'.' ,~~'; .:< ·',.:.,'·rr .. ' ; '~':'.. 

indicate that these measur~s have D.;3sumed two general torms ~ '.~':".:'~.: 
. ,." ...... ' ,: ..:': ::'.: .. ' ." .; ,,'. :.'.¥:,.... ','" , .•.•.. ' .•.'.~{~.~.:' 

1. All' Jews living in communities with a population of ten thousand 
, 	 .. . •.,.._•• '" ,,0'.' ,~• 

'. --. 

. or less were forced t~ leav~,.~h~:r:~~~~~.:~~~b~? ~~~:w~~·~~;·~.1 3"40:723 
... .~.:,;~-·..~_.uerTT'...· ...,,'·.·'~it. 
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belongings weighing not more than fifty.ki1ograms and funds not ex

ceeding fifty pengg. They were forcibly transported to some larger 

city with an established ghetto, or if none were available, to an 

as~mbly camp. 

2. Jews living in the larg~r cities were rounded up and confined 

to special districts in ghettos,. According ,to the press reports, there 

was no attempt 'at uniformity in the car~ng out of these measures in"" 
.. , I • 

. I·' 

the various parts of the co.untry, In Kassa, for example, all Je~s 

were expelled from the city and a camp was set up for them outside 

the city area proper", At S~toro.ljaujhely on the' othe; hand, the ghetto 

was set up inside t4e tovvn and included~fteen thousand Jews who had 
,', 

been transferred from smaller loc~liti.es in the county. More generally, 

however, 'the' ghetto was established in the cityl S' industrial area; near 

the railway yards or other military targets. 

With respect to Budapest with its three hundred thousand Jewish' 

inhabitants, no attempt was made to establish ~~enclosed ghetto. In~ 

stead the apartment'houses of the capital wore: designated as ,either 

IIJewish" or "Christiann depending,upon Ylhich group occupied a. majority
1 ' 

of the apartments. Jews were to vacate IIChristian" houses, and Christ
" ~ 

ians were to move from "Jewish!! buildings. Another general principle
" " , ' 2 

adopted was th~t· "a Jewish family has the right to only one room." 

Thus if a four-room apartment were ocqupied by a Jewish family, 'three 

other Jew.ish families were to be settled in ,the apartnient, ' It is re

liablyreported that this checkerboard housing pattern was adopted 

with the definite 'aim of preventing Allied air z:aids on the capital. 

The belief was said to be that if a separate Jewi$h 'quarter were, . 

established, only tho non-Jewish portion of the city 'would be bombed 

and the ghetto sparod, whereas under the system adopted it VIas hoped 

that the Allies would be loath to bomb the city. A similar reason is 

said to have impelled the location in other cities of ghettos near in.. 

dustrial areas, railroad yards, etc. 

I. Deportations 

The stage \'1as nrn..., set for the logical' culmination ,of the program--. 

the deportation and subsequent extermina,:tien of :Hilngarian Jewry.. At the 

1. Pest, 13 June 1944.' 
" 

2. ' Magyarorszag, 13 June 1944. 3407(~4 
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time of the Germa~ oc~upation there ..were "in aungary about eight hundred 

thousand confessing ,Jews and-some. two hundred thousand Christians de

fined as J'ewsby the de~ree ot:' 31, March•. 
" ..

FolloWing the.eoncentration of Jews in various Gamps and ghettos 

reports of deportation of Jews began to leak out of Hungary. Crammed 
, . .' .' : 

freight cars were said· .to: be dis.~ha;,ging their human cargo at various 
. 

, , .... ', 1·. , . '." . 
exterinination centers. ,At fir~t. ~l;lese reports from Polish and Jevt.i.sh 

.. ~' 

undergroUnd sources were genere:lly, disregarded in view of'the vigorous 
, '. , " .. ~ .. 

..f ., 

deniais of' th~';g~~rian government. 
.:~ . ',i .' .. ... . I J.~.: i • 

The c~mplete story, hmvevor, begins to emerge from detailed ro.. : 
, ',' ',,' ,',' 

ports of Swiss and Swedish.of+iciaiswho havo left HungarY recently, 
.,' . 

International Red Cross rop:re:~'entatives in Hungary, members of Polish, 

'si6vak and Jewish' resistance movements I and from other reliable secret' 

sourc~s. 
," ,~ J 

" . 
Apparently the first w~ve of ~arge-sca~e deportations bogan 

" " 

2 ~. 

about 15 MaY'n!ld l~sted until the. middl~ of June. During this ~e;iod'; 
alone,. s'ome four hundred thousand liullgarian Jews Vlere deported•. This 

group 'included virtually the entire Jewish population east 'of the Dan;~' 
' .. ,'., .. . .... '. j.. .•.. . '. 4",· 

ube, 'especially in ea'St~);'n',nort4orn, and. northeastern Hungll.ry~· This 
" '. is. ..' . . : . r' 5' ..' 

first sories of deportatiOns/reliably reported'~o, have included: 
• ' ", ".". ',' . . . ",.",:' t· :., ,.,,'. 

Approximately one hundved and thirt.r. thousand from Sub
. . ". ' . , 

. , '. . " , . I . ". 11 i 

Carpathia, mainly from the ~owns of Beregszasz~ Felsoviso, 
, ,'; . il ~', J ';' '~ : I .. ' 

Huszt; Nagyszollos I' Mriramarossziget I MUlikacs and Ung-'1ar. 
, . . . 

, 
Sh!l1e ninoty thousano in Transylvania, primarily from 

. I , I f I
Beszterce, Dos, Kolozsva.r·I Maz-o..svasarhply, ND.t;Ybanya, 

Nagyv~{rD:d:an:d' Szaszregen., ' 

','. ( II 11·/· . I 

Many from' Kassa, Gyongyos;:Satoraljaujhely and Sarospatak•. 

Approximate~'seventy~£ive thousand from the trans-Tisza , . ~, . '. . 
region, mainly from Kiavnrda,.: Ma'tdSZo.lka, N~gyk~r~ly, Nyiregyha'za 

. " " 
'; ,.' 

1. OOS CIn #787925, 9 June 1944; and Source S, 25 May 1944. 
". , 2. . Source S, 24 June 1944. ."" .. 

3. l.ewi§h T€i1egraphic Agency, 25'June 1944. 
4. Source S, 17.June 1944.. . 


. '5:~: ·Sour.ceS,' 24 ;Ju;n~ 1~44.." 

!, 

. , • .. . : I . *Jl¥ti!JidzL"• 
I," ' .. " ..' r 
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Some twenty 'thousand from certain towns in' southern Hungary, 

including Baj a.., Nagykanizsa , .. UjYidtk, .~nd S za'badka • 

.. 
Prior to their deportation, these Jews were held in primitive 

, " ,1
quarters for periods of two to fOUr?leeks.!4ving conditions in these 

camps are saidt.o ~efy",ali de~cription,· The Jews were herded together 

withqut regard to age"sex or health;!,ood, Clothing and wat~r were in
... " , .... 2 . 


adequate; outbreaks of typhus were not uncommon. . 


From these camps the deportees were loaded into freight cars 
'3 	 .. 

(sixty to eighty to ucar),·the doors were nailed shut and then hauled 


off'to Poland. En rotite the lack' of food, ~ater and sanitary facilities 


is reported to have caused nu.rnerbu.$ deaths; but the, bodies were never 

. ·4 ",

removed from the .cars. . 

The'numberdeported daily has been reliably estimated at twelve 

thousand; seven'thousand.were,shipped·viu·Sub.;.Carpathia, five·thousand 

through Slovakia.5 There 'is little doubt that the mejority of these 

Hung!3:rian J aviS Vf,ere· belllg sl?ippedtothe extermination centers ,of 

Birkenauan~ Auschwitz as Vlell as similar establishments in eastern 
. . .' .. ' 
.' 	 " . . 

. Poland. There is considerable evidence· of their arrival at these 

places and the subsequent exterminntion of large numbers of them. 

J. 	. Rospon@ibilit;'{ 


The problem of assessing the relative responsibility of Hungar


ian and ,Cerman authorities ·for the deportations and other anti-Jewish 


measures is as difficult as it is ilnportant•.. The .collaborationist 


Hungarian Government has steadilr,maintBined it9, innocence through the 


media of the press, radio and diplomatic channels. These protesta


tions have emphasized two distinct points; 

" ., 

1. The Jews have been neither, deported nor harmed. Any Jews who 


have left the, country he.ve gone as foreign workers to, the Reich where 


they receive equal treatment wi th other workers. 


2. If atrocities have been committed, they were entirely the work 


ef ~he Germans and are unknown to the Hungarian authorities. 


1. ass 	ern #91919, 26 June 1944. 
2. ass 	ern #9l919R, 26 June 1944. 
3. OSS 	 eIn#89575, 27 July 1944. 
4. ass ern #787928, 9 June 194i~. 
5. Source S, 24 June 1944. 	 34 07~~6 
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Laj os Szas~, ,~~,~;Mfn;:ster'>of.,'>Ihd~try,j,n,,;tho'))ztojll;Y' govornmcmt" in 

. .' "",'. ',.' 1 ' ',' '. " 


w~ch he statod:,.'int5!r aliA: ' 
.:"; \:' :.;" .-':6ti~~~fr ~/., .....: ;~:;·~;;'~<i:. ,:,~.':-.;" ",.~ ;.Y' ~. ::}:. "",'" ,",:', -<] -ft,... ':"Y:-'\,f" 

Noboqy i~ ~fming at tlieextarmination or vexation of the. 

J SWS:.':" ,None'o!' ,the :govermnent:~.:s 'regUlations ·gives·any.1ri~\;' .' 

d.ica;ti,QI.1. o.f.,.'~uch aims,wlti.?h,.p,.re unworthy of Hungarians,,,:,. ," 


"""The'Jewish- problem·caMot· :be"solve'd:by' ahti;"SemitiSmbasad .',," 
(?n.ll~~red,. Jl~:f3~ll bE:),~ery.. g;t:a<i wh.en. the unfo:rt'¥la;t~"" ," , '.:' 

~;. .people otAhasuerus . find a coUntry' and build upastate 'ftif' . 
from our borders... . ,..,. . '.~,., : 

Sim:p,.~r4-Y" on 26 .:r~o 1944,.in :roP:I.y,r,9 a,n AIr\orican note. of 
.'-.' , .", ..: 

inquiry regarding. ,tlle, treatment, of' ,;IeWf3 iriHung~.ry (t+ansmitted t~ough. " ....' '," " "', . ' '. 2 

the Sw.iss, .qqvenl:nlent) ,t,he Szt6jay ;gov~rnment stated:., 
. . ..' '. • • .1 , ." ". '., ' • ," " . I ,.. • ",," _ . _ ~ '. . 

A~.• defea;ti1~~~o~gan:~.,angJ;Et~~~~on .Q( tp,e Jews booame.. '.: . 
more and more'percept~ble' ih~¥ifdecisiv~ pha'se of tho' .' 
v(ar and in ordor to prevent'roiWtiti6n or-J.,9lS .. l9l9,. :.tho:;. 
govornment WIlS obliged to elimina.te on an 'inoroased sc~le ' 

'.' .. ; t,pein.:t'1'\l~A9.9 •of;:th~. J ew~ .,:rp~y.we~.()<;,9~~eq1l:ent.1y, separ- . 
. ated from thEL ~est of, the population and put to more uSE';lful 
~9~k:;,,~'r: ·~~:;W'·.t~f?i. oq1l+.lt;';y,J~,s~lf.9r. ,~l?road". ·~n doing ...., 
so· the' . . ent and its functionaries did not fail to 

" ~9~~~~b'·~e:laW.s o~liwn~tYan9.;jus.tic.e •... ~f. individu,al· .....'c!ases 'c£.·;llljust·rc~ '6o'curred~' they were always duG·to spor';'; . 
·'~.!icl4-:C;~9:~~ot';:J:lOple."~'\l1:>()+d.inat~s yvho.?lere. responsible. in .e,actt .. :.!,

cafie. . " .' '.' 
" ~:;, l.~ ',:.:;, ~:_: ': , '; .: "/" " . ; 

Numerous Je..../s have been placed at th.e disposal of the Ger .. 
, . 

o ~~~x:=:n~fa~~~k~~;r6fa~U::ri:';' :~~~~~ii{;a:dO€~~~~~ .i 
. ian(faith•. Treatment 'ofthese Jews lsthe .same as. that. so'!'" . 
cordedother worker~ in workcamps. . . -' ..... .. 
The other line of defense is more evident in a statem~nt' Of' 


·,·,:;;,:.:L···· .. , ..•:> ...... /.' ..' :i" 3-.·' ,., '.' 

11 July 1944 by Bela Imredy: 


, , :', '~\" <: ' ','.'..1". '. • ,. .'f ~: : " . '. . . .;" '., .', , , .' 

Contrary to the alarming ne~~ spread abroad, not a single 
.. drop of JeWish blood has been shed in Hungary' by Hungarian·... 
authorities or b.r any Hungarian hand • 
. ' "t..' . • :',' -.. , ", :. '-. ',' ,~,,' 

This commen~ indicates that the Hungarians will attempt to argue 
", " .: '.:- ,:.~. ' , • '., . i··.. ' ,,, ~ " , 

. that tho Jo~dsh purge ha.s boen carriod out Itdospite ll rll~hcr than "with 
'. '" '.' " ,', l.. . "'" . , ,',~ ;:.',' , .' .• ; 

tho coopert').tion of II thE) Hungo.rian government and its officials. Simil
, , .. ,',' , ... " . ...•. ',', ,',;, 

arly, Baron ~hierry, Counsellor of tho Hungarion Legation at l'.Jlkllra, on \ 
., " .'.' , '. ., , '. . '." '" 

8 August 1944, personally declared to the War Refugee Borad representa.. 
, , J., .' : •. , " , 

tive there, that there had beon no persecution and maltreatment of the, 
". " . 

~ews in Hungary and that H~~garic.n authorities only assisted in tho 
. . '. 4···· 
deportations in a routine way and not upon thoir own initiative. 

1. J eYV.:!..dLZ!-'~~~jgrw.tic AgoncX, 5 June' ,1944.;'··: 
2. S01X(', fJ f·. S 11Ugust 1944. . ". 
3. ~~.Qr~.zag, l3Juiy 1944. 
4. Source S, 10 Lugust 1944. , .. ' 340727 
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Along the same line, the Agence Telegraphigue Suisse reports: 

, . ,Well informed circles in Budapest categorically deny that 
thE! Hungarian authorit,ies havemaltroated or killed Jews 

. 	..'•• ~The. Hungarian authorities have placed Jewish manpower 
at, the d~sposal of tho Reich in order to meet this wish of 
the German ally in the interost of the joint conduct of 
the war without prejudicing Hungariari war production. 

Budapest ther~fore declares that it is a question not of 
cieportatibn,butof normal transfer of workers. The part
played by the, Hungarian authorities is limited to the tech, nicalaspectsof recruiting. 


While it is true that oV0r-all Jewish policy is determined by 

. 2 

II
Gestapo agents in Hungary, headed by Standartonfuhror Eichmann, it ap

pears 'clear that: 

1. ' The establishment of concentration ca,mpsapd',the brutal treat

ment of tho inmatos were the work of Andor Jaross, tho ~or.mer Hungarian 

Minister of Interior. 

2. The provincial 
, , 

concentration camps were staffed and supervised 

by Hungarian personnel in collaboration with SS a,dvisors. 

'3. The ruthless deportations were carried out by ,the Hungarian 

gendarmerie Under ordors of Baky and Endre, two Hungarian anti-Semites, 

then in the Ministry of Interior. 

4. The most bitter opponents, of the Jews in Hungary are reliably 

reported to be the native Hungr.rian Nazis and the Volksdeutsche. 

5. Most of the members of the government, fro~ Admiral Horthy on 

down, had been vociferous and active anti-Semites long bofore the German 

occupation. 

It may be said that a.lthQugh Germany supplied the original in

spiration for tho current anti-Jewish atrocities in Hungary, the col

laborationist regime has carried them out vIi th such enthusiasm and 

thoroughness as to merit an equal share in the guilt. 

K. Public Reaction 

The general reaction of the Hungarian population to the govern-

mentis anti-Semitic measures is difficult to characterize. On the one 

hand, there is evidence that large sections of the Hunga.rian intelli 

gentsia and the lower middlo class, in particular, have acceptod the 

1. ' JiQY[[L12ig§.§.t 1500. 

2'• SourC,e 3; ,<'7 ,July 1944 • 
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ant,l-Jewish ,pro~g~C!:a~,The:re:.exists\ample evidence iri the' Hungarian 

press of the'l~gai'action' taken against various' e1em~nts .:1.nthei popu

1qltion who sought to enrich, themselves by outdoing the government ~ 
• ' ; < .'" ' ' • 

tneir zeal to expropr±~te 'the Jews by' robbeI"Y' and murder. Similarly, 
. . . ,~ 

there are reliable reports that the Hungarian gend~erie has been 
, , ·2 


prone to abuse the j~s even morE!. than the Gestapo. 

• .'., .: • ' I • -; ., • ,. . . 

On the other han~, there are nUm~~ousreports of Hungnrian as-
I . 

sistance to Jewish fo11011v' citiZens. In the cityof Nagyvarad alone, 
" 

2,004 Christians were prosecutE)d:£or),~aving in their possession property 

, entrusted to them by tho Jewish :inhabitants of the city prior to their 
:3 . . . . " . . 

departure. It may-'be 'said that there is no active resistance to tho, 
, ·1 ~.' ~. • • . . •• '. 

governmentts anti...Semitic measures. A certain dogree of passive re.. 

,13ista:p.ce" however, may be indicated.by:,~h~ arrests for aiding Jews to 
". . . ' '" 

.procure false baptismal certificates and forged: identity papers, con.; ",.., ',., . ' ' 

':" c,ea1ing Jewish pi~p~r-€y"'to avoid c{)nfiscation,imd ~othersimi1ar strat
, . 

agems. 

.. ',' 

". I. 

'.... 
,~ .. ' ~ <. 

'" .' 

, .' 

. 
,', 

1. 'ass eID #919l9H: 26 June 1944. 
2. Source s~ 19 Ju,nc 1944. . 
3 • ass G I D #Sl76oR, 14 August 1944. I t is weD. to ror,lombcr, however, 

tha.t this l.'l~',~ not always' done out of altruistic motives. 
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,; nI·~fNTERVENT:tON A~TDRESCUE MEAStrnES 

By the tirrie ','f the first depertations of Hungarian Jews, Beme,tw' 

millien Polish Jews had been brutally exterminated; the Jews .of Germany, 

Austria, Czecholsovakia, Greece, and Yugoslavia had been liquidated; and ,

mest .of the Jewish population of Holland, Belgium, and France had beenaent 

te the IIdeath campstl .of Eastern Europe. The fate .of all these milliens of 

Eurcpean Jews had elicited relatively slight nctice from a ,verld mere 

interested in the larger issue .of the war.' 

The Nazi ,ocupation of Hungary and the obvious consequences for its 

Jewry" hewever, attracted the attenti.on .f the entire werld. The King ,:9r" 

Sweden, the Pcpe, the President, C.ongress, and the State Department of the 

United States, the International Red Cross, and the G.overnment .of Switzerland 
. :. ; 

all interceded with the Hungarian Government; vari.ous neutral and allied 

pcwers, as well as innumerable private agencies, seught to ransom the Jews 

of Hungary or even to spirit them cut of the country. 

A. The Brandt Affair 

One of the most bizarre developments of the Jewish situatien in 

Hungary was the so,,:,called "Brandt Affair". On 19 May, 1944, a Hehrmacht 

plane arrived in Istanbul from Vienna carrying twe passengers--Jeel Brandt, 

the Budapest representative .of the ,Jewish Agency 'r.1: Palest'ine, and 
1 

Andrew Gyorgy, a Hungarian Gestapo agent. This pair ,bere the 'follOwing 

.offer from high Gestapo .officials in Budapest to Jewish leaders in Palestine, 

"2' 
Great Britain and the United States, and to high Allied ,autheritiesz" 

As an alternative to cemplete annihilatien .of ,all Jew.s remaining in 

Hungary, Rumania, Czecheslevakia and Pelan<;l., the Nazis Yiere '.wi.1Ung to 

evacuate .one millien Jews to Spain and Portugal (altheugh net, as they 

specifically stated,to Palestine). In return, they required delivery of 

10,000 trucks and certain quantities of tea, ceffee, cocoa and soap. As 

an act of goed faith, they were prepared, .once the ,offer had been accepted 
.... 

in principle, tc nlease the first lot of five te. ten theusand Je"Ts befcre 

receipt .of the correspending ccnsideration. They ,were lilsc prepared te 

exchange Jews against German prisoners .of war. If the .offer were rejected, 

1. Seurce S: 7 June 1944. 34 0730 
2. SeurceS, 9 June 1944. 
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emissary had to return to Budapest within a fortnight from 19 May 1944 • 
...• :. ". ;.::'L·~:.f::·::;::L ".. . ',:.:: '. ';, ... ,,' "" . 

As a further inclentlve,the Nazis annoul\ced their willingness to 
" .. ";. ' '. l' 

guarantee that the trucks would not 'be used on the western front • 
. ; "', ' .' . 

" .', ' :;.. 

'This oombination of blackma.i1 and pol!tical war fare was s,ubjeot to • 
,,,,,"; 

:-.... 

various ~nterpretations. It was vi.ewed: as t 
:.! .. 

1. An attempt to split the United Nations by arousing Russian suspicions 

of the Western Powers' willingness to deal with the common eriemy; 

2. A preliminary, if accepted in principle, to further barter deals to 

obtain a "softtl peace or :immunity from criminal prosecution for high Nazi .. :';'. 
officials; 

3.. An instrument of psychological warfare to stir up s,1lspicions and ill 

feelings among various Jewish and non-Jewish groups,· depending upon its 
. '" " .' . 

acceptance or ~e·jection. 
i':' ":", . , .:. '" ','," . " , ," , , , " ' " . 

This offer was ultimately rejected by the Allies. The Germans ,were 
... 

informed (through the S~iS8 governm~nt)'that the unit'ed'Ki~gdom,,~d the 

United State.s would be willing to cooperate in the transfer:'Of':'Jews"":£'rom 

~i~: to Allied a~~';~eutral ter'ritotyb~t only with duo regard for military 

. ", ~ 

. :J!, .:,.: .." 

. "" ,!';i' ',' . ""1:' 

'B. Neutral and Allied Intervention 
. _ ,', '~, ' ::'\J;' .. : ; • " l 

The liquidation of a considerable portion'of Hungary's Jewish 
.' " 

population, f'rom the very outset, was 'more widely publioized by the 

..int~rnatiori.al press than the morc brutal extermination of over 2,000,000 

Polish Jews or those of other Naii-occupied nations •. A wave of indignation 

swept the world. Partly as a result of this indignation and the pressure 

of various Jewish organizations, a series of significant ropresontations 

were made to the Hungarian Government by Allied and neutral, powers. These 

were: 

The 'United States note to the Hungarian Government. 3 
., , ' . 

2. The King of Sweden's appeal to Admiral Horthy.4 .;' 

3. The representations of the Vatioan.. 5 

4. The intercession of the International Red Cross~6 ." 

1. Source S, 7 July 1944. 
2. Source S, 5 August 1944. 
3. Source S, 5 August 1944 contains the text. 
4. Text in Jewish Telegraphic Agency, II August 1944. 

5•. :ext~ ~l1;,§.9}3.I'ce s, 15 tJuly 1944. The Swedish and Vatican representati'ons, 

altnough'slgniflcant and effective, are not treated here because they.3wNr~~31 

fully examined in the gemeral press. ; . if U t ~ 
6. Texts in Source S, 12 August 1944. 
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Although the least publicized, there is little':doubt that the 

unprecedented act~on taken by the United States Government in addressing 

, an enemy has been the, most deoisive.'1;'he mere fact that ,the note was 

addressed to ,:and ,answe-redby the Sztojay Government and not by the Regent 

alone justifies...suoh a conclusion.: , 

In thi,:s n~te.yerbale" 'de;hiveredon 26 June,. t,h!3 United 'States 

Government r~qut1:lst~d t,he Hungarian Government to state its intentions with 

regard t oths:JeWI]. It was. couched in the strongest possible terms 'and 

PresidentR(josevelt.'s warning of 24 Maroh was appended to it. 

There exist two versions of the answerrecoived from tho Hungarian 

GovornmE!nt. A.shortversion dated 18 July 1944 arrived first. l It declared 

that Hungary woul~ permit the depar·ture of all Jews who have entry permits 

from another, state,. Palestine included, and that the Germans had agreed to 

allow passage ()f the Jews through occupied areas. A cons iderably longer 

vorsi.on was received on 5 August 1944. 2 . It was an elaborate justifica

tion of the Hungarian anti-Jewish policy and disclaimed any maltreatment 

or deportation of the Jews. The note then added that during recent weeks 

(i.e •• since the American'note) tho situation of the Jows had been improved 

notably, and gave details of the concessions made: 

1. Deportations for work abroad, had been temporarily suspendod. 

2. .A number of individual stops had beon takon: 

a. The four to five hundred persons who· had obtnined Swedish 

nationality from the ,King of Sweden could emigrate to Sweden or 

Palestino .. 

b. Sevoral thousand Jows wore e:uthorizod to emigrate to PEllestino. 

c. On, the basis, ,of ~'i[o.rRofugee Bonrd proposals, the International 

Red Cross had been authorized to arrango for Jewish children under 

10 yoars of a.go to go to Pa1<J,stine. 

3 •. The Internatiomd R0d Cross was authorized to assist materia.lly the 

Jews internod in Hungary. 

4. The deportation 9£ bo.ptizod Jews for work abroad had been stopped. 

5. The revision of tho situation of baptized Jews already sent to work 

in Germe.ny was under consi.derution. 

340732 
1. Source S,.18 July 1944. 
2. Sourco S, 5 j.ugust 1944. . . 
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C. The "HorthyOffer": 

.. A.sa·. r'esult6f':thesubseq\1ent representations of the International 

Red Cross',.the.·:·Huhgarian Government, appare~tlyimpressed by threats and 

e.xhortations.,rioW~~lought}o aton~for its role in the' persecution and' 

deportation of Jews. The story goes back to 21 July 1~44 When the .. 
International Red Cro'ss· delegation in Washi~gton reported that the Hungarian

* 	 ". . 

authorities had given the I~C Committee in Geneva official assurances that 

transportation of Jews ·beyond the; Hungarie.n frontier had ceased and that 

the IRC was authorized by Hungary to furnish relief to Jews who are 

inter~,ed or in forced res.idence there. The Committee "res furthermore 

empow.ered to cooperate in the evacuation of al.lJewish children Under ten 

years of age who ,are in possession of foreign visas. 	 Of prime importance 

was the cQncession that all Jews in Hungary holding entrance visas for 

Palestine would reoeive permission to leave for tha~ country.l 

As a consequence of the ~bove .9ffer by Admir~l Horthy the United 

Kingdom and the United Stat6s .entered upon a prolonged series of negotiations • 

. The British first suggested thai:; the whole matter be turned over to the 
. . , ," ' 

Intergovernmental ,Committee on Refugee·s. Late!:, ~her proposed that the 

formal acceptance. of the offer be, postponed un~ il the, two governments cduld 

reach an agreement conc~rningits implementation. The United States' . .. . 	 . ' , 

disparded both recommendations .as~rhe1vi~g. a niggardly appearance" and 

inv.olving considerable delay. 

A compromise was finallyr~fched and it was announced on 17 August 1944 

that the governments of the United Kingdom and the UnitodStates IIhave 

accopted the offer of the Hungarian Government for tho release of Jews I and 

Win. make arrangements for the care of such JeY"s leaving Hungary who reach 

neutral or United Nations territory, and also that they will find temporary 

2havens of refuge where such people may live in safety." 

The compromise .character of this aCQoptance is apparent.· The United 

States had insisted throughout that Great Britain take action to implement 

the,Pa,lpstininn phasa of the Horthy offer, with f'ow if any strings attnched • 

. The United States finally yiolded on this .point when the British ceased 

pressing for this country to meet tho International Red Cross request 

I. Source S, 21 July 1944. 
2. 	 Je~nsh Telegraphic Agency, 18 August 1944. 
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F.l1owing this A1HCld acceptance of the Horthy offer l the,Hungarian 

Government lapsed into r,~lative' l<;rthargy,. It even 'p'assi vely allowed the 

Germans. to. carry .utsmaller 4eportai:;ionsof Jews who were not Hungax:ian 

nntionals .1 
. . 

Allied efforts to roscue tho Jews of Hungary came to nnught for 

th~ following reasons: 

1. GGstc.po £lgo,nts of the Sondoroinsat~KoIllI\lllndo~ in Budapest ·refused 
, ==z::, 

to pormit the Jews -to emigra:t.o freely from H~gary. 2 

2. Gormnny refused, furthermore, to grunt trnnsit visns·to Spnin, 

Portugal, Sweq.~n or Switzerland •.. 

:3. The military o.bput-fo.ce. of R'UIl1.Elnin and Bulgarin mo.de it impossible 
. 

for J ewe t? d~part by:th~sr outo • 

4. Th,eAlliod p,aw~,r,~:yoplporizod and fEJiled to o.oceptcomplotoly this 

Horthy orfor • 

. ~.oon reports of renewed deportations begem to lenk out and it bocame 

apparent that tho doportations had.been resumed. on tho same large scale'as 

those of May and June 1944. 

D. Situation in September 1944 

With the failure of the various attempts at expediting the rescue of 

Jews from Hungary, the situntion apparently renched an impasse. Accord

ing to a reliable source in Budapest, thero remain only two hundred thousand 

Jews in Hungary (mostly in Budapest).3 Of the deportees, 160,000 are said 

to be performing labor service in various Germnn-controlled territoril3s. 4 

Hungarian Jews are known to be working in Lobau, Mauthausen, Waldsee and 

Strasshof in Austria. Some 360,000 others have been sent to tho various 

extermination centers and the Gest&po in Budapest has admitted that thayhave 

all been kill'od. This German admission of guilt, however, may possibly have 

been plantod by the Gestapo tostrengthon its hand in the various barter 

1. SourceS, 26 August 1944. 
2. Source ,8, 11 AUgust 1944. 
3. Source S, 16 September 1944. 340734 
4. Source S, 16 September 1944 
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doals it is stlP';EH~:elCing to'O'j:r~nge .1. This strategic uso~ however, does 

not detract -from its oredibflity: in ~iew ,of the m,nnerous repbrts of the 

extermination of Hungarian Jews in Polnnd a.nd Upper 811esia.. 2 

To d'ealw:l.th the remain:ingtwo hundred thousand' Hungariarf,'Jews, the 

pro"'Nuzigove.rnment~as tnk~ri th9following measures ,3 

1.' "Every ablO;.o:'b6died man €mq~om:an between .tourt,eeri andsevonty years 

of age will boplaced in, ,compuls,or.y labor service in aqricu~tur~':and, industry 

in varioUs pnrtsof ;'Hungary "in the interests of nationo.ldefense. It , 

'2. Those unfit for physical lo.bqr are to bd transferred tospeoial oamps 

in the rural distriotswh:i.oh" with the collaboration of the Red Cross 

(proBubly only tho Hungririan, not the Internotl..nal), will be',financed by 

the Jows themselves. 

O~ All infirm ana: eld.orly porsons who, arc unable even ~to go to camps 

will be grouped in unspecified localities, in "Jewish hospitals. I! 

-Of Hungaryts~ one million 'Confess,ing Lnd I!rflcin~~' Jews there ere now 

only 200,000 remaining in Hungary, plus the addition!).l 160,000 in Nnzi-
I 

occupied~uropo. The oth~rs ,hu,ve proba.bly mot death' or flroslat(jd for 

eXGcution. The fa.toof nny of these who may still ,be alive, as well os that· 

of the ostim(~ted 360,000 survivors dopends on the spe~d of Germany's defeat 

nnd the proxir:lity of Nazi collnpse. . . ,~ 

1. Source S, 4' September 1944. 
2•. (SS S'ource, 24 Juna 1944 nnd27 June 1944. 
3 •. Souroe S I 16 Soptember 1944. 

, ',,' 
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Summary 

. The German concentration Car:lpS dlscus~jed are 8~1 

confinEld to the Old Reich.. The legal ba.sis for detenttora 

of prlso~er8, the function of the camps) and their 

admlnlstI'ative structure ls described. Ca,mp dlocip.l1.ne 

amI the va:rlous types of punishment are briefly treated. 

The major part of the paper 1s devoted to an accou.nt of' 

the nUffierous official categories of prisoners ana; trJ 

the vax-lous uno.ffie1al soclal groupines fORleo, clan

destfnely by the prisoners them8elves~ The official 

car:1p routine of ",',ork, !!leals) medical Oal:'8 is' br~.efll' 

given. The Lmofflcla1 activities and orivate. attitudes.., , 

of the prisoners closes the papex-o One appendix lists 

all lrnmm cOl'wentratlon camps in "che Old Re1.ch;i t 

1s accompa..'1.ied by a m..~p locai;ing the ccnps liGtedQ 

Another appendix estimates the presen't number of In... 

34·0751 
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Introduction 

The concentration ca."llps are anone 'the fundanental 

.institutions of the Nazi regime. They serve to detain 

or eliminate II 'Without lndl~;tment or trial, und uithout 

poEtslbl11ty of appeal, any person within the ,roach of 

the Na,z1 machinery 1nside or outside Gernany. By virtue 

of this constant threat to thellfe of ever,y citizen, 

regardless of h1s Teal gu~Ltt or responsib1lity ~ the 

ooncentration camps exercli~e terrorlstiu in.fluence far 

beyond their physical bouI1,(lar1es. However larGe or 

small the number of lnmate:~;L'1ay, be" the fact that every 

person must always con81de:~ l"t..1mself a potential innate 

oakes the concentration oamps an omnipresent lnstl"U.:"nent 

of Nazi terror. lJIoreover; in vie:w of the lnvi'sible 

bOl"Clerllne bett-leen internment and freedoo, the actual 

nUF.l.ber of interned persons pr-dvides no clue to the 

numerical strength of the anti-Nazi op:?,osltlon in Ger

many: apart from the relatively small stratuh of the 

known opposition leaders andactivlsts, it ienore 

or less a matter of chance who amone the op~os1tlon 

nay be puttnto a oarnp~ 

The concentration ca~s not only serve the 


pur-Jose of directly 11quldatlne; the polltical opposi


tion, but also of splittinG and demoralizinc it by 


·lnterm1ngllng it with the '~rst elements 1n the 

SI 
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Ttds procedure, which has been used increasingly during 

the last years, makes the camps a provine ground for 

the testing of Nazi methods of mass domination.. Nora· 
.' ..speoifically, the Nazis create among the irunates of the 

camps a distinct stratification which elves one stratum 

of theprlsoners terroristic power over the others thus 

makinG them slars; to a small aqd constantly regulated 

extent, the privileges and the crimea of the Nazi regime" 

. This method, 'l.<fhloh 1s illustrated below by the alternating 

rule of politlcals and criminals in the canps, has been 

developed by the Nazis with utmost skill and efficienoy. 

Moreover:l the herding together o:f large nt1.mbel's 

of ~~tl-Nazls 1n isolated and well guarded canps gives 

the Nazis a unique opportunity tonse the prisoners as 

political hostages in the hour of' final defeat. Their' 

physical extermination would be a matter of olnutes, and 

their salvation will lareely depend on.the aotion of 

the local populatiOD i tealf ,v-hlch can act more quickly 

on the spot than the Allied armies. A thorouch coordi

nation of Allied warfare and nat1ve liberation wove

mente a.t the final. ato.(,e of the \'lar seeJ:lS to provide the 

'best chance for the survival of the interned persons•. 

La.tely,; the Nazis have apparently takon an increas

ing nuober of people out of the camps and sent them as 

speoial formatlons to the front~ FurtherBore s the man-

vi 
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power shortage may have compelled the Na.z1s to use more 

inmates for 'War work, either in the oam.ps or in nearby 

plants. It 't'lould be wrong to infer, however, that th:1s 

has depleted the concentration camps or improved the lot 

of the interned. Numerous reports state that, with the 

rapidly deteriorating military situation, the Uaz1s are 

roundln~ up ever more leacters and member's ·of potential 

opposition, ~d the threat of wholesale exterolnation 

1s becoming ever more serious. 

The German concentration camps with which th3..s 

study is concerned are prison camps tor political and 

criminal prisoners under the. authorlty of the Gestapo 

and 65 within the boundaries of the Old Relch.. as dis

tinguished trom prisons and ~rafgefaneene~eger ~der 

the authority of the Ministry of Justice and trom the 

prisoner of war camps under the author!ty of the army 0 

T~e German Government does not publlsh any official 

data on the activities ot the Gestapo or on the number 

and ~ocation. of concentration camps, nor neither 1s 

offioial material available from any other government 

durinG the period 1933 - 1939. Consequently, 1n the 

preparation of this study the only sources for this period 

are reports of the several German political parties in 

exile; plus reports of former prisoners fron the various 

concentration oamps. After 1939, reports on Gercan con

centration camps have been lssuedby a number ot 
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governments in. exile, end when relia.ble p these rep('lrt~ h~ve 

a.lso be.en ueedo 

The appendix to this paper discusses onlyconcen

tration camps within the boUl'ldaI"ies ot '. the Old Rt~lc:t1 and 

lists all known camps from 30 January 1933 to 30 I·larch 

1944. The many other camps in occupied c~untrles are not 

included. 

,,111 
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10 LEGAL EASIS lfOR DETENTION-

The concentration camps 'trrere set up to SGI"ve the 

PUX?OS8S of the Presidential Emergency DecI~e of 28F~b

ruary 1933; whioh: !lin the interest .of state s6cnrlty,1i 

suspended the basic civil rights of the German people for 

an indeterminate period, thus tacitly permitting detention 

without trial and without limit or time. ThouGh spec1fl~ 

oally directed against Communists, this decree has been 

interpreted by courts a.s applying to. all i.Jener.:l1es of the 

state~ whose detention is considered necessa~J for state 

security. The provisions of this deoree 'tvere amplified 

in a circular of the. !·!1nister of Interior' p 12 April 1931

A Prusslan law and decree both of 10 February 1936 

defining the activities of the Gestapo place conoentration 

camps under the authority of tQe Gestapo. This provision 

was later informally extended to the whole German Reich. 

II. ' CONCEN'rRATION CAMPS AND DETENTION CAl·IPS _FOfl 

BABIT"'uAL CRU·lINAL8 

The practice of' placing two groups· of prisoners in 

concentration camps da.tes from the beginninc of the Third 

Reich: 

1 .. Persons considered as ensmies of' the state O:li,' 

othe:n<Jlse undesl:r'able but "Jho could not be convlcted of 

82£222- 1 
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2. Persons ~"ho had been convicted of crL'TIes and 

who had sel'ved their legal sentenoes but 1:J'srH still con·~ 

s1del-"ed too danger'ous to be :freed. 

Under the Crimina.l Code, Sectlon 4,,2e (1[1.\,1 of 24: 

November 1933) I the 11:1nlstry of Justice also had <the pO'i~er 

to detain indefinitely any dangeroush~b1tual criminals who 

have served their sentenoes; for tha.t purpos·e it nas empol1Tsr

eO. to set upprlson camps (fltr¥,~e~'angenenl~ver) under its 

O'Wtl jurlsdlotton. By deoree· of thEl Pruseian Pl~ime Hinister 

of 13 November 1933 (II 0.31 No. 336/33) and of 10 Feb~lary 

1934 (II C. II 32 No~ 27/34) baaed upon the decI"He of 28 

February 1933; dangerous habl..tGual criminals and p:t"'Ofess.lonal 

criminals may be taken into .preventive police custody (yOl:.... 

beugende lo1i;zelhaft); this amounts :practically to Protectl·\18· 

CUBtody (.§.c~hat~). Persons a:rres·ted unde)? such decrees 

are det8.i.l7'3d for an lndeflnlte perlod in coneentl"atlon Ca.r.l.pS 

and are under the aU'Ghority of the Gestapo. 

Release from tneooncentration·camps is at the dis

oret1on of the Gestapo, and the oourts have decided tl~t 

Gesta.po prisoners have no legal aocess to regular courtB,' 

Paragraph 7 ot the la\i' of 1936 adds that Gestapo prlsone~8 

have no aooess to the administrative courts. Cases are 

known of CJ:>lmlna.ls being transferred to ooncen1;ratl:.:m camps 

before oompletion of t:leir sentEmces because prisons "'Jere 

oVercrowded or becaus-e of some other reason.· In Em'Jh oases 

the prisoners are under the jUI'isdictlon of the li!in:l.str.y of 

iiiiU::SE 
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Justice until the completion of their te!1!18, but may be 

further detained thereatter under the jurisdiction of the 

Gestapo. 

III. FUNCTIONS OF CONOENTRATIO~~ CAMPS 

In addition to the primary purpose mentioned ~bovef 

concentration camps also serve several .other purposes:. 

1. To train 55 oen in brutality, in oethodsof 

breaking civilian resistance$ and in experiments tor render

lng apposltiOD elements harmless. Until 1940 every member 

of the sa Deathhead Unite (as To'tenkopf 6j;and~rten) had to 

spend at least th:ree months of his trainlnr as a guard 01' 

officer in a concentration camp.l The aim 1s to break the 

pr1soners and to make them docile and subolssivo to the 

Nazi regime. 

2.. To spread terror among the population at large 

as another IDeans for r·educlngopposltlon. This 'purpose 1s 

not achieved by direct publioity ~- intact the oppositels 

true. Released prlsoners~e required to BiEn a statement 

that their imprisonment was voluntaI"Y. that they have been 

treated well and that no brutalIties have been oomoltted by 

the oamp authorities agaInst them or anybody else to the 

best at their knawled8'6. Every prisoner is examined before 

he is allowed to leave the camp. It his body shows any sign 

of torture, his release is pOBtpone~ till hie body 1s free 

1. Bruno Bettelheltl: "IndivIdual and Uass BehavloI- in 
Extrer.le.61tuat1one ll Journal ot Abnorr.lal and. Social PsOC£holoez, 
Vol. 38 No. "1:., Cct.• ·'1943, p •.417. 
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fr'Om any mark of brutality. The relea.sed· prisoners are l"e~~ 

qulred to visit the Gestapo otfloeB regularly (in some ca.ses 

twice a day), and are forbidden to apeak to anybody about 

their experiences on paln ot re-incaroeration. Yet enouEh 

information 1s deliberately let out of the campo to serve 

effectively as a deterrent. 

3~To train the inhabitants of the conc.entratlon 

campa as slave laborers. The concentration camps and all 

the surrounding bul1dlnEB, installations, and roads for the 

as troops are built by the prisoners. Many of the camps con ~'. 

tain state factories of the most diverse kinds. Prisoners 

have also been ueed to drain marshes, etc. 

4. To use the prisoners as guinea pigs. Since 19~59 

the prisoners of concentration camps are used for various 

experiments which often resulted in their crippling or death4 1 

IV ADr-iINISTRATION OF THE CONCENTRATION" CAIvIPSo· - . 

No information 1s available on the adrllnist!'"atlon of 

concentration camps before 19~6. ?robablythe local Gestapo 

offic1als were in charge ot the camps. 

After 1936 5S Obereruppenfuehr&r TheodorElcke YJ:as 

i. Report of' Experlments with poison eas on Dutch prisoi:1e!'s 
in Concentration Camp l'!authaueen, Austria, Netherland Ne'tols· 
Digest, 1 Jan. 1944. Report on medical eY.:per1oen'tB""'""Or'l~ 
Nort.-J'egian prisoners in Concentration CEl!-:lP Sachsenhausen J 

near Berlin; by Norwegian Inf'ormationCentre, New York City, 
6 Jan. 1944. 

s 
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~ 
put in charge of all German concentration camps. with the 

title "The Leader (also Oommander or Inspector) of: SS Death.. 

head Regiments and Concentration Campa." (Fuehrer (Komman": 

dant oder Inspector) dar as Totenkop1' standarten und der 
.. 1 

Kon:zentrationsl!lSer o 1 Eicke was responsible only to Re.ichs

:fuehrer SS Himmler o Since 1937 Eicke and--his staff had their 

headquarters outside the coneen,tration Camp sachsenhausen , 

near Ber1ino 
2 

Even after the incorporation of the as Toten

kopt Standarten in the Watren SS as SS Panzer Grenadier 

Division Totenkopf \I they \l1ere' otficially still in charge 
. 3 .' 

01' the concentration camps. Since Eickets death on 26 

February 1943 there is no ofticial information on his suc

ce s sor ,,4 It is possible that SS Obergruppentuehrer August 

Heissmeyer, the Inspec tor General 01' all German boarding Sl""ld 

party. schools, or SS ObergrupP!'!nfueh;rer Erger is now in 

charge of the ooncentration campso5 

_ A. Admini.strat·ion Officers 

Every camp has aOamp Commander liJho is responsible 

only to the Inspector at the conoentration camps. The Camp 

1~ B&A #90. Public Order a Polioe and Elite Gu.ar~ 13 
November 1942, p_ 60.
2.- Dan.z~er Vorposten, 26 January 1939; also interrogation 0'£ 
brIO former prisoners of'Sachsenhausen who' worked on this . 
building,. 
3" B&.A. 1/ 900 PUblic Ordera Poliee .and Elite Guard.)' 13 
November 1942, p. ~8o 
4 ... ' New York Times,.4 March 19430 
5" nIb #47292 ... 
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Commander 1s in charge at the S8 camp and a t the same time 

is supervisor and supreme commander of the COllcentra·tion oamp,,"" 
. . . 

Usually the Camp Commander holds at least the rani;:: of 

.§.turmbannfuehrer and has under him the Commander of the Pro

tective Custody Camp (Kommanciant des Schutzhattlagers), who 

holds at lea.st the rank of a HauRts~urmfuehrer. The Komman..· 

dan·t des SChutzhattlagers has more to do with the daily life 

. of the prisoners tha.n his superior. The Camp Commander ap

points his stattp con~lstlng of thirty to :ror~J noncommis

sioned otffcers (Rottantuehrer and above) and a f~'It: commis

sioned officers (Untersturmtuebrer and above) as chietsof 

'!be :hospital. kitchen, post o:ffice~bureau of constr'llction 

etco Most at the noncommissioned officers are in. charge of 

one or more barracks (13locks) t V,lith the title Barrack Leader! 

(B1ocld'uehrer )'. Many at the $arrac~: Lea.ders are \;old f'ighters1! 

of some years' standing in· t..he SS or the party;' they are oldel'" 

than the guards o The Barrack Leaders are in steady contac-t 

with the prisoners since they usually inspect the barracks 

Uidce a day 0 .' 

B.. Guards 

Until 1940 guard duty had to be performed by every 

member or the SS Deathhead Units tor at least 'three mon·ths.. 

Since 1940 guard duty has peen performed more and more by 

older men tram the Allgemeine SS 'who have been madereservista 

1.. '1fie larger concentration camps, like Sachsenhauseu, Dachau~ 
or Buchenwald, are parts of' big SS camps~ 

§ii:ii!!..' 
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of the Deathhead Uni tS!J and some report s state tha t SA men 

1 


. and disabled soldiers function as camp guards" '!hIS guards 

are :young men, mostly from peasant families and tr'Dm the lowel" 

middle class., Usually they' belonged previously tiothe ~~-

..jugend and joined the SS at the age of' l8~' They areuneducated~ 
" ~ 

iNi th a deep hate for' all that is "urban" and "'intellectual,," 


The number of guards in each camp is between 250 and 300" 


Their duties are : 


1... to man the machine gun "tovJers, 

2" to torm .the line ot sentinels (Postenkette), 

30 to guard the prisoners on outsia.e 'VJorltp -_. 

40 to be on the alert in any emergency'" . 


C.. Prisoner Officials 

'rna Comnander of the calIIp appoints trus1JNorthy prisoners 

as prisonerofticialsa The highest prisoner official is the 

Camp Senior. (La.e;eraeltester)a He controls all the other 

prisoner o:tf'icialsand is nearly as powerful as a Blockfuelirer .. 

Another important prisoner o1'1"io-ial is the Chief Foreman (Ober
. 

caIto) who is responsible to the Chief ot the Constrl'lction

Bureau (Baufuehrer) for the 'work done in the campo The third 

highest prisoner Official is the Chief Clerk (Lasers.chroiber) 

who in f:1ostcamps has his own oftice (Schreibstube)" There 

are many more prisoner officials such as foremen (Capos), minor 

clerks for the admL~istration ottices~ helpers in the hospital 

(Revier) and in the supply room (Kammer), etc.. All the sa 

l~ OID # 37292, 19 May 1943b 
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prisoner officials are appointed by the Commander or the 

commissioned officers, who sometimes use them tor their own 

purposes such as cleaning their rooms, shoe-shining, etc .. ~ 

or they may take a pri soner as personal sen-ant t~lfaktol") 

'!he Blooktuehrer also appoints prisoner otficials to 

help him to run the barracl~. 1hese offic ialsal'e, Barrack

Senior (Blockaeltester), Room Senior (Stubenaeltester)~ Bar

racl);-Clark (Blookschreiber) and in some camp,s a barber 

(Friseur) and a canteen man (~tnkaeufer) tor each barrack~ 

The Blockaelteste and Stubenaeltaste have the right 

to appoint.,barraok orderlies (Stubend:i.enst). These are the 

only prisoner officials apPointed by fallon prisoners .. ' 

'lhE:' ordinary prisoner is in close contact vdth the 

following prisoner OfficialS: 

stubenaeltester, who is responsible for the cleaning
• 

and order of ,the, room and the invantoryo 

Blockaeltester J' i'Jho commands the !31ock and is a. sub

stitute of the Blocktuehrero 

Blockschreiber, who has all the prisoners listed 

and handle s the mail .. 

Friseur. who has to shava the :prisoners tt'lice a. vJeek 

and cut their hair every second ·week .. 

Einkaeuter, who orders toilet articles and tood tor 

the prisone:Q3 at the canteen .. 

811&£111,£ , 
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Capoi who is responsible for the efficiency and the 


speed of' the prisoners' worko 


The prisoner officials may report a prisoner to the SS 

for plL.i.ishment!l but· officially are not allowed to punish a 

prisoner by themselves" Actually, how9ver,they beat prisoners 

in front of the S6, and otten prisoners are killed by prisoner 

officials" 

There is also a group of secret prisonerotficials, called 

11-ontrollore who vJalk around the camp to catch prisoners who 

are not working and to listen to their talk" naturally. they 

are the most hated group pf prisoner otticials& 

It is the policy of the SS Admini stration tv play one 

group of prisoners against the other in order to preven·t any 

co:mmon action or prisoners~ One way in which it .isdoneis 

to pttt political prisoners in cha.rge ot the camp and to use 

criminals as Kontrollore.. Atter a oertain time, "Chis division 

ot funl1 tions is changed,. and Crh"D.inal prisoners are put in as 

prisoner officials while political prisoners VJork as Kontro.l;" 

~o When the camp is run by the criminals, corruption 

1usJally prevails.. To be a prisoner offiCial, one must be 

r:--In 1938 tliecriminals were in povJer in Buchonl.i1.n.ld.,Durlng 

this period a large amourit of toad VJ8.S smuggled in by sS men 

and distributed to the vJsalthy Jews by the crim¥la1. prisoner 

offioials.. This rackat was brol~en by the political prIsoners 

and ended vdth the. imprisonment at someSS men and the punish.." 

ment of the criminalprlsonerso Mterthis incident, the 

politioal. prisoners took over and' kept their offices tl.ll· the 


. middle at 1939 when the SS administration became a·frald the' 
political. prisoners were beooming too povJerful .. 
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in the camp for years and must have a good record" On an aver

age there are three prisoner officials to a hundred pr~sonerso 

Till 1938 JeVls .were very seldom used as prisoner offt 

c1a1so 1 Later Jews were put in charge of Jel.'Ji~h barracks and 

Je1;'Jish working groups in order to isolate the Jewa even more 

from the other prisoners. A report by the Belgian Information 

Center, New York, tells of Jewish prisoner officials in the 

concentration camp at Breendonckin Belgium.. 'lhase prisoner 

officials are non-political ~:rman Jevdsh prisoners who ha.ve 

been in concentration camps. for a. long ti"1e and are willing 

to cooperate Vii ith the SSagainst the other pri sonel"sQ 

'1l1e S3 administration prefers political prisoners as 

Officials because they are more reliable and responsible than 

thecrimina.1sjt and they are also better organizerso "tVhen 

prisoner officials are chosen from the political prisoners~ 

the SS administration tries to get honest elem.ents in order 

to stop the corruption ot the criminal l)Tisoners who were 

previously in povJer.. The political prisoners in turn try to 

get their best elements in as officials because they l<::now that 

under their regime thera "'d~l be order in the camp and the best 

L,In 1936 a Jewish political prisoner Heinz Eschen Vias 
B10cksel tester in Dachau. He was one ot the most powerful 
persons in Dachau at thi S time:r because the Camp Commander 
strongly. favored him. Even the BlockfUehrer were afraid ot . 
him and waited ;tor a chance to smash hIs influence.. lIein-z 
Eschen was killed in 1937 in connection with the death of 
the famous att·orney. Hans Litten,. 
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chance to survive.. The :political prisoner officials then put 


tneir men in al.l the important places like the Schreibstube 


because this enables them to get important information on 


releases or other useful newso Of course, this has to be done 


in complete secrecy because the criminal Kon,trollore B.re watch


ing tor suoh things and report every moveot the pol1 ticals 

. ; , 

to the reo '\;henever they succeed in convinc ingthe adm1n1stra t:1on 

, that the politicals are organizing themselves the 53 punish the 

responsi ble prisoners and put the crilninals in charge of the 

camp~ The' 58 then choose the worst elements otthe criminal 

pri soners in order to smash the underground ~c 1:1vi tie sot the 

political prisoners.. After the criminals are certain of the11" 

pov/ar they start again with oorruption.. 

By this process the power alternates between the mutual


ly antagoni stic groups .. 


There bas been in existence sinoe June 1935 an order for 

ooncentration camps signed by SS ObeT:gry.ppenfuehl'er Thaodor 

Eicke" This camp order originally WaS drawn up for Camp Ester

wegen, but later was used as a pattern fo~ other ·campso 1 This 

document is important to slioVJ the of:ticial attitude ot the 

1.. Dar stra:rvollzuy 1m 3D Reich, published by Union:ruer Reoht 
und rr6!heltIlPrag, 936~ p .. 2010 .. . . 

ftiI s document Ylas. emuggl:ed out of· Germany in 1935 and pub
lished tor the first time in the Manchester Guardian ll an.d later 
in a number of books and pamphletso 

gllFT 
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camp authori ties toward the prisoners~ but has no mea.ning for 

the lite insidE:! the camp because every SS-man is at once judge 

and executioner, and can pWli sb. the pri soners at any time" The 

camp. order is called Disziplinar und, Strafvollzugtuer das 

Gefangenenlagero The introduction says: ~o~~Tolerance means 

weakness.. In recognltion thereof 11 rut,h1essness will be exercised 

when the interests of the Fatherland ·are at stake.. The penal 

regulation will not affect the misguided but corrlgibleinmates~ 

"\s for political. agitators and intellectual demagogues, regard
, . 

lass of their persuasion, let thlsserve as a warning to them 

that if' they are ever caught they will be grabbed by their 
,i 
'~throats and will be silenced after their own communis't;ic 

:.nethods ... U 

The following paragraphs speak of puniShments from two 

dayst arrest to death penalty by hanging or shooting" '!hey 

mention no right of the prisoners while giving ~le camp author

ities tJ;1e right to punish the p'ri-soners v~henever they please .. 

There are three categories ot punishment in the con

centrat~on ca.mps: 

A. Individual Punisrnment 

Individual puni shment results trom a report by an SS-man , j 

or'8 prisoner of'fioial to the QaJD.I) administration.. 'Often the 

58-man punishes the prisoner by-himself and does not report 
,. ..:~ 

him (which is prefarred by the prisoner ); someti.'!"£s he punishes 

the pri soner and report s l1im as well. For Yi1rl(lr f·ailUl:t\ 8 the 

spSpr 
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pri sonars may be punished by standing 11t attention (S trafstehan) " 
- +'. 

'lhe prisoner has to report immediately atter the eve~ling rol.l: 

call. at the administration-building a'n.d has to stat,d at atten

tion till retraa t (usually for three hours") 0 T.h:i s punishment 

is imposed for at least one \'Jeek;depl"i:vationof·m.ail or foOd, 

(PostentzuB, Essenentzuf»; an~ pUrJ.lshment drill (Strafexerzieren) 

are other possibilities. For major failures the p:r:isoner may 

be punished \'Jith hanging by the wrists troms tree (Ba.m:maenfi£n)" 

The prisoner must ha~8 for at least (JnEJ hour, sometimes up tc 

eight hours.. Flogging (Pruegelstra1!;) trom· 25 to 1.00 lashe s~ 

transfer to the punishment oompanY(Stratkompaniill:t). fLnd soli", 

tary confinement (;Bunker) are al~ possible.. The l"r.isoner 

often gets a combination of two or t;b.ree punisbmen'Gs for 'I:;he 

same crime .. 

B.. Collective Punishment 

The ordinary prisone1..· more otten reeeive'3 oQlleetlve 

punishments rather than in.dividual p~ispm.ent< CoLlective 

punishmentis imposed upon all prisoners it" for example" '.,t 

prisoner tries to escape or it the work prJrt'ormanee 1·9 lnsut

ficient.. Such punishments arrJ: 

standing at attention; 

punishmen t dr1ll; 

paying ot a tine; 

longer ~ork1nghours; 

deprivation ot tood, tobacco, and mail; 

deprivation ot medioal cars. 


·8°LI 
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Co Revenee Punishrnent 

Revenge punishment is very otten imposed upon theJ'ewish 

prisoners, but also upon other prisoner groups and sometimes 

upon the vJhole camp.. Since the camp administration really be

lieves that all Jews belong to a.. se,cret \'Jo.rldorganization, 

it there1"ore makes the J"ewish prisoners responsible tor any 

hostile aot committed by Jp'IJS anywhere.1 The camp adminis:"" 

tration considers the prisoners of each category as hostages 

for all other members at this same category outside the camp, 
2anywhere in the world 0 

Officially the death penalty is handed out for any kind 

ot sabotage,· for an attacl{ on an SS-.man, tor disobeying orders, 

for refusing to work, etco Actually any 55-man· can kill any 

prisoner at any time~ , To give the prisoner an order which 

can't be carried out is enough reason to kill the pri soner <

'lhe S~man is allowed to e-hcot a prisoner instantly on the 

Iu Iii 1937 English and other fore1,gn . newspapers published 

reports on conditions in German concentration camps,,· The camp 

administration answered this by putting all Je\,Jishprisoners 

for tyJO months in specially prepared barracks (.Ispla,tion) 

without light and vantil.etion" All Jewish prisoners hsa to· 

l;iriteletters to Jewish tritihds in other coUntries. asking 

them to stop the GreUelSro;[5!l&1nda, and that otheriaS8 the 

Jevdshprisoners VJoulde punished.. SUch a l~tter,is in pos

session of the American Jewish Oongress Library in ~rew York .. 

2.. In November 1938 follovJing the killing of 'Vnm RBth in 

Parl St all J"ewish prisoners in Buchenwald were pw11,slled by 

deprivation of mail, food. and :rJ.adical care" After the Atten

. tat in the liunichB'eer Hall on 9 November 1939, the ss autlio:r
TIres in Buchemvald· exe.cuted tvl1enty-seven Jews and punished 
the other J"evrishprlsoners by deprivation of :food -rorfive 
d:iYs.. In tll;ly 1936 7 ell Social Demo~ratiG and Communist pr,! son
e,rs 01' Dachau v..ere punished as revenge for an illegal political 
demonstration in Uunich.. Sjl!lilar inCidents coUld be m.ulUplied .. 
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spot wi.thout. any previous warning or que stioning.. 

In short, the official camp order or penal regulations 

are not observed by the camp authorities.. 'lile prisoners have 

no rights and are under arbitrary power of the SS adminis

trationo 

sunrin 
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VI.. PRISONER GHOUPS .A1ID CAMP LIFE 

The prisoners in a concentration oamp form a society 

consisting of dlt'ferent categor-ies and g.roups of prisoners .. 

Lilce any other large number of people who may be thrown ' 

to~ether,they \vorkout a system of cooper'ation and routine to 

SL,ooth some'what the difficulties of their life<=> This society 

af'prisoners has its o\"tn standards by which to evaluate 

individuels and groups of prisonerso This society has its own 

gJ.'oup-rl;;llations~ its pOVle.l.ful leaders, its coumon mau:t and its 

"outsider," like any other society" 

Ao Q.ategories of Prisoners 

t;very prisoner belongs to a vertical· gl'oUp \'Jhich is 

dote~lf,lined by. the reason for his aXl'est.. He also b~long$ to 

sone horizontal groups which are determIned by his nrace,n his 

natiunality, and the length of time he has ser·ved. 

The veI'tical prisoner categories are officially stated by 

the insignia every prisoner must wear.. The insignia is a 

t.11i.angle worn on the left breast of' the jaclcet and on the 

:cight trouser leg, with the pI"isoneI''!'.s number below.. 

10 Politicals,i Insif.Pia: Red Triangle". 'The category of the 

political prisoners includes all who were brought to the camp 

for political reasons, ~.'.·ithout regard to tlH..:ir 'political opiniollQ 

They are the oldest category in thec8..l!lps,. and during the first 

ycal's of Na.tional Sooialism consisted mostly of COf1li1Unists, 
;', . 

340771. 




e e 

- 17 - §11F!£ 

Social.-Democrats, ,and trade-uniDnists" As former members of 


le1't-wing oI'ganizations they found it cOIl1)sratlvely easy to 

develop into an organized cODIl1unity with a high standard of 


. BOl:ale.. Later, when political prisoners of the other parties 

(including Nazis) were brought to the oamp. they were only a 

minority in thE:J ~'anksof the political pI'iaoner-s.. Adaptation 

to the conditions in the ca:np wap very difficult for. them; 

therefo.re they will~nelY accepted the l~adar~bip of the 

well-o.L'[~r:.nized left-wing prisoners.. lleginning in 1936, more 

and more non-po+itical persQns +ik~ '1gI-u.mb1e:t-s and growlers" 

(Mlesmacher und Krltlkaaten) joi~eq t4e cat~eory of political 

pi:lsonej."s It but they tOIj> pad to acc'E?pt t?he existing leadership II 

because its advioe,as to how to a!o"~ trouble was very important 

to the newcomers" In the society of pl~ison~r8 the polit:i.oe.ls 

al'e the elite group. ~'VE:Jry member of this oategory knows it 

and expects to be tl'eated as otiuyh ,by the other pl"isoners .. 

20 Cl·it;~inalsi Ip.si¢a.: Gre.en Triane;l~.. This category 

conal-ata mainly ot confirm.ed or101na18 ',:ho have been committed 

to the oamp after havine servec;l one or more long terms in 

penlt~ntiarieso A s~ller group of or1u1nals is held as 

1tpl."event1ve pi-isoners,," They had been in prlsononoe. 

somet!J:nes years before. and ware brought to th6 camps in 

connection with l'oundups Of fo~~mer cl'l!ninals from 19.35 to 19390 

To the same category also bwlongs a small number ot political 

.• • IIllli' 
.."'!"".... • ..... 
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prisoners 'liho got senten(Jes for killing or robbery in connect:ton 

r,ith political affairs .. 

The criminals'are a very powerful group in the society 

of p,X·lsoners - not' as 8· consequence of their group life or 

;Jorale like the politic'als - but be.Cause in.any prisoner officials 

are drawn from this group. . Especially in the caps:01tyor' 6aP!Q,9. 

have they proved to be more relentless slave drivers than 

members 01' other categories.. Their de!elopment Into an org:mlz~d 
[l'OUP Js difficult because the crimiJlS.ls 'al'e .much less ',,'~illing 

to L8.1-((') personal sacrifioes 1n the interest,s of their category 

than are the political,s .. , The many instances of corruption 

on thoi:r part and their 'bad behavior as prisoner off'icials 

·ake the crbi.inals a powerrulbut dlstJ.'Usted and sO£letimes 

hated €<::r·oup in the society ofpl.'lsonel's .. 

3. 1I.:..5ocia18 or work-shy; In~lgnia: Black Triangle. This 

oateeoryof prisoners was set up originally to' put vagrants 

and habitual beggars to worko Later this group was enlarged 

by the addition 'of people who came into confliot 'with the 

welfare authol'1ties for failure to SUPPOl·t thuir families, a 

divor·oed "\Nife, or 1110g1titlate chilw.'en,; Btlel.nning in 1935, 

more and more people were sent to the camp as "as,ocials" - 

pors 0 DS 1Nho bad not oomplied with the labol', regulations, 

toO e •• had ohanged jobs without approval of tht1 ~ployment 

ortlce~ had refused to aocept a job offered by the F~ploym~nt 

Oftlce, or had taken per-t in labo.r disputes. 

'iii'?n~. 
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From. 1937 to 1939. the category of asocials W~iS ~reat1y 

enla.rged as a result of big l'oundups of' gigolos, waiters and 
. D . 

nightclub entertainers, small cr.af't3t:len, o.nd .repairmen; 

'I~his was done in order to use them as oheap labor II Also quite 

& number of lower c-nd intermediate officials of the different 

Na2.i ol'gan1zations we~'e put in the camp for drunkem!C06 or 

disorderly cond.uct. AfteJ:' the eonquest of Austria, whole 

tribes of Gypsies were brought to the camps as asocialso 

The nv~erous roundups have made the asocials the 

.1areest.categol'Y in theconc6ntrat1on camps~ but at the same 

time th~y cue the lowest group in tho ~ocial structure of the .. 

prisoneI'so Unlike the po11ticals~ the asooial pJ:isone.l·s, 

bt:;cause of their widely dlvel'se background,. do not form a 

cOlTilllunity} neither al'e theY' capable of developing into a GI'OUp 

ot individualists like the crimlnalsq 

Most of the asocials have nobody outside the oamp 

interested in themo They live a species of animal existence, 

trying merely to stay alive, to \\ileedle or steal money from 

the other prisoners, and to live without much thoucht 01' hope 

fox-the rutul'S.. 'J;he more intelleotual elements tJ:Y to ~et in 

oontact w1th.either the politicals or tho criminals in. order 

to establish sou.e tie 'tdth the lrlportant prisoner. groups .. 

340774 
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4.' Jehovah's \;i tnesse s; Inaigaia: Violet Triangle. 

Jehovah ts 'Witnesses (Erriste Bibelforscher) are a small group 

wi th strong morale.. . The reason 01' their imprisonment is 

that they are conscientious objectors to military service, 

refuse· to give the Hitler sa.lute; as a rel1g$ou8 group 

officially opposed to National Socialism they re:f'use to 

go underground.. Even in the camps their organim.tion con- . 

tinues"and their leaders speak freely to ap.yone about their 

Ideaf'1" To prevent them' trom prOpagandlzin·g in the OampSi 

they are SOInat:bnes separated tro.~ the other prisoners by 

transfer to the punishment company.. This too helps them 

to develop into a solid. grol.JP~ 'lhey are not· alJl plle.1flstio 

as might at first appear.. They are waiting tor JudgriJont 

Day and their t1l'm ~llet that they 'Will be the executors 

of God t S VI.ill gives them a moral power of resistance that 

is much superior to that at any other group in the aampv 

Every hardship they undergo 1 s to. them only a test by 

Jehova·h to discover the tal thful .. 

Jehovabts Vi1tnesses are respected by all prisoners, 

even by those who ridicule their political opinions.. '1lley 

.a-r'e "'Jell organiZed, but since they are not interested in 

gaining intluence as a group, theya.re unintluential in the 

society ot the prisonerso 

http:theya.re
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50 Homosexuals,; Inslsnia: PInk ~l-ia~~!=l" The homosoxuals 

are a very small oateg6ry; the fJlajol ity wel'e oonvioted in the 

courts as homosexuals 'and, after serving their te.tms sr VJere 

sent to the oamps.. Polltioals or OIJIlin..9.ls "/€l.1'e pu't in this 

gl'OUP as the l.'esult of denuuoiations.. Also a nwabel" of followers 

otRoehm belong to this group .. 'The homos6:b."U8.1s d'o not consider 

themselves a group" Like the 8,8001a18 11 they try to get in 

oontaot 'witb the m.ore powel'rul prisoner groups a.nd have, no 

signifioanoe in thesocluty of theprisone;as" 
• 

6.. Emierantsi Ins1snla:Biue, Tl'iangle.:1D The enigl-ants 

consist mostly of .men \vho ha",,~ OOlila baoj{' fl'om foreign count.ries 
. : . 

'. . . 

hoping totlnd bette,;:, I1vlngcOnditioD,s- in tJ:l'e new Germany .. 

~any have been 1n the Frenoh Fqreign ~lop~ dr,workers iu 

Belgi'ltmor Franoe" They were sent to the oamPs because they 

oould not explain st.ttisraotoJ.-~l1 the reElsoi'tifcu-:thelr return, 

and the Gestapo was afraid they might be spier.":t or oour1e.t·s 

1'01- the underground.. Many Je\Vf;l belong to this eategoI'Yo They 

a1ther ~'eturned to Germany vollinta-i'11y or were aauf")l t ,trjting 

to cross the bOl'de~ 1!Jithout a passport" Also a nULlber of 

sta.teless Jews were put in this group .. 

The emlbTants have no commun1ty 11fe at all; they hnve 

connections with all the important' gl"oupe I including the 

asoolals. 

7. Race Polluters; InslGP;ia: OutllnedElack Frame of a· 

T,r1ancle. .. Race Folluters N (Rassensoht!nder) are mostly J eitl1. sh 

prisoners. Bome of them had served terms for vi(')latlng the 

Nuremberg raoe Im·;s; others wer'esent to the oa..."llP follovI1ng a 

denunc1ation. The ncn-Je'lrllsh prtsonerl3 of this catsgm:'y are 

http:homos6:b."U8.1s


AJ....tvert;;e s sen 
oallecl/'"(oYH:l who fOrgets his race)" 

As a' rnsJ.nly' J'eiNlsh catego:c-y, this group has oQntaot,s 

i'Ol'ms a bridge between them .. 

8. }i~~ Cato[ol.'ie.s. sl~~~ l~~. Since tho beeinIlin€, oftl1e 

\var ~ mOl'ecatogories of prisone:!:!,) have bl~en added.. These inclua.e~ 

Norw:eglansg ,.insignia, bJ.ack "NU in a .l:ed tl'iangle ~ 

Poles: insi€nia black "po ill a ,red t.rtanf:le~ 

iJel',wan soldie.l: s: (Sond$rakticn.. _ill . . !,jehx·mEH~.rt.}black nSAii" ___ 	 __--...~ 

Black Iwukateers: la.r.'g~ HZ" on th0 uni1'oJ.'m 

{gZiOpUD:e;SeefanBe~}! 

9 .. Other Catep'o:ries.. Oerta:ln insi{~nia used in -t;he camps
--' n I .J I • 

do not l-:;:l'l'esent a cate-gory 0::' p2:isoners but. only H 8JH1cif':tost,i(l:n 

of' the;;; lndividual pI-isoneti, 111:e i;he colorbD.r,~Torn over the 

triant~le fOl' second-te~'Iuel"S(I?~:::.~iYmalig!3).. In sOm.e CS'JJi},)S thej1' 

al'e put~ in. the punishment OOLrlpanJ'; in ether camps they a):e 

under restriotions oonoerning lD.a~'.l!.' mDne~~l' s.rnokine;. Another 

t,ype of insie.nia is th0 re,d point beloit'; the ti"ianf,le \"ih leh 

nr:['.nn "danger of escape. If This nign shows that the prisoner 

has tl'ied to escape or that the pl'isone.r p..l:'eviously .l1",ed in . 

the neighborhood of the camp and the:&:efol'e l'.nows the surrounding 

too well.. P..t:isone.rs :.dth this slgn are neVQI' used in WOl"k 

outside the parbed v~ire" 

1., 	 B.titishCivil Affairs £P,l!fLbook, Pal:t 11, eh .. VI .. Appendix I; 
eln 658'08 .. 

aa01l!tI!'--, 
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a.. y~::\~;.ow ·~'!1.ldge withGha \~'·ord n~'!9,!.tdl= (Id5.ot) i~, I;?crn 

:. ~.i'" 	 'the :;,?ight.al'lD. 11y 'p)~1sor¥.;u·s wLo 'bt3'~ ome ins a!1G dUl"ing tl;!.:eiZ" 

;;;10 	 l)r.~l;r 3US;r work in e. speci9.1 ~jlllit 0 .T'ile:,v live in steady .ft'HU:" 

1:le~.x:g 8terillzedo T'he y(}110'\'!" bailge with tJll~e blaok points 

i' ox' 'olioo!. nearly 'blind.!' H~d daaf pX"i30ners" 1mo are n.ot; 

punisl,:ed if t hay. fail to s!tlute an SS~m!ml/O 

T~"'~ pl"'oy>ort.1.on.al esi.;:imate of "l;hd total nUlllber' of p:r5.30Ders 

1.n 	each cat(3gory (all camps truten togethel"') is as fcllo~Jia:: 

asoeiala .......... & ••••••••• 38 ~reeId:· 
c:r im1.ft..31s ... " • • • .. .. .. .. .. ........ .. 20 percent 

';;:olit1eals ........... o, .. 4' ..... " II 0 18 percent
• 

'j"eho,,-ah r s \'it!lesses 	 8 percsnt!it .......... " 


race polluters 0 ............. ,,1/> 8 pel?esnt 

III 	 • .....,,,,,,,, ... ' . 
;,.t:!nl.~ ~"""AI:;S .... " '" " .... Ii· " ..... to " .... iii 3 percent 
:1:".tenloseXual::J ~ ~ Il .... " ..... or. ...... " .. ., 0 2. Ps :!"cent 

siMS!-.:___ b .. 
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Horizontal P;:'i soner Grouns=,;.,;,.;;;,.;;;;;;.;;o..;;.o;..;";;;;';';;"';:;'r_ ,,_ 

1'0 Jew So frhE~ Tews are the most prOmlrlent ho:('izontal pri:::on,ar 

g:C'oup" . They \'Jear as iIL signia a yellau triangle together ~:;ith 
,l" 

the sign of the specltiedot-ltegoryo Both triangles form a si::{:-· 

pOinted star ~ 'the Star of David.. The critarioni'or daterminlrlg 

Jewish anoestol-OY :18 more severe iIl, the camps than that laid 

down by the Nurern.berg laws: one JevJish great-grrmdparen-c is 

sufficient TIle Jevdsh prisoners irtany categoxy al"e treateda 

more harshly thar. the non-Jewsc 

7be uniform conditions for all Jewish prisoners leads 

to their developrlent in to a group under the leadership of thE' 

JevJish political prisoners. Many reports tell that 'very ~rew 

J6\' s are now :in German concentration cal"!lp s DBc811se tilO at of 

them v~eTe deported to t?-e large Jewish camps in Poland in 194,2 .. 

2<> lfarlo11sNational1tles ~.n theCam.R§_ Varlm.1S natlonal1t:1.es 

in the oamps also form groups .. \fuc:l t after 1938,. the AUBtria.w3 

were bl'oughtt.o the oamps, they_ could not get along w1 th the 

German prlsonersat ,first .. Thi6 ci?eated a common realing amonG 

all Austrian prisoners irrespective of' their cat,agorles or nr;:;,c~.~.::t 

Lo.terthey were aocepted by the Germ~"1 prisoners as equals; 

their national :teeling, although not so strong as in the • 

beginning, persietedo 

. A s1m.l1'3.r a1 tUB.tlon developed after tha Ozeohoslovak 

prisoners came to the camps.. They had 1'ewel" d.:1.tflcultieB. wi th 

the Austrl.ans the.u wlth the U~rmans.; and lata:;;:' Wr:lN aoot}pted 

as equals" Practlc:ally not;hlng is kiO\iD about the ;::;th.'ar 
\ 
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second·~teI'lners spend their whole imp~:isorrm6n·i.' :in '1:;1;:;; punishm€':;:.c 

company; otliers fI.re confined tOl" a l:l.mite<l tim.a onIy" 
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national groups in the concentr~t:tjo:n camps!, except; (;llElt Si)ID6 

of' them are kept in sepa.rate campf10 

G'rroups also develop on the basis of the lang.-til oj' ~;inl~) 

·the prisoner has served;;' 

The Ne:wcomer s .. Prisoners enter the camp eitheI' ~;_:n. lal'g,:!
~. 

g.roups a s vic tira.s o~ roundups!t or individua.l1.;g' aft-er ~1er..v:tng 

Tne neWoomers are always pur!ished, :in some Ca:.l1P3 

W:l.tll tWlSnty-five lash.es,. in other camps by s~~anding aii e,.t'Gen

t1.rst 'N6eh:~ tlley are called for a-,:tra fatigu(~ anci ~Sr)ec:i.tll d1..~j,I.l 

at night;, il1. order to "break t.."1em i::.l'lo£fl Most of' i;hf:j suicides 

al'e cormnitted during this period., The newcomers s·tay it:. ·th:iiJ 

gl>OUp ti.ll a.nother tren.sport arriv'8s" Then "i;ney aJ~8 :.torgotte;Xl 

and become ol'dinat'Y l)r;tsO!l:~rs Q 

4" lh~_~a.-.t:iJ]e~"Pl"i8one!'swho have llE3en in'i;h!:: (:a:lUP !i~.GCU 

than three yeEl!:'s call tjlemsel"liEi)s Hold-timel'B~ {~ '1:hsy kno'ii .the 

other p:.r'isonerso 

5~ Punishment Compsp.yo 'Iiie ImniS:.~ment CO!ilpanjl" e.lsc.l l'epre-~ 

sents a group in the camps. It is the only gl"OUp \'Jh.in·e Pl"iOO:d'):r~';:' 

of all categories and ftraces" are ltllnped together.. T.b.ej'· are 

completely isolated from the other p3:isone:r.s y ,dth ,:leprJ.vaticn 

ot' mail and tbbac,:}o and no days oft .dehova11' s '~iit;:U6SSES ane 
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60 HQnor P:r:,isoners" Little' is known about the "honOI' 

pri soners" (Ehrenhaeftlinge).. In nearly every camp there are 

a fe'w of the:m. Most likely they are tormer high SS officials 

who were put into '~he camp for failure in their duty <> '!hey 

sometimes \'Jear a political sigU, ,sometimes no sign at all" 

'Ihey live outside theSchutzhaf'tlager.keep apart from the 

other prisoners, donovJork, and have very close contact VJlth 

the $' administration" 1 

00 Camp Routine and Food 

1.. Sche.du1e The' schedule is not the same for every campu 

but until 1939 the VJorking hour.s were not more than thirteen 

hourso ' 'Itle daily schedule. from 1936 to 1939 was: 

13 hours v;ork time, 

2 hours roll calls, 

It hours meal s II 


OB hours sleep, 

1 hour free time,,' 


Some c~pz ':..orke'd seven days a week; in other CEUUPS the prisoners 

had SUnday afternoon off.. Liththe beginning of the war the 

2
VJorking time Vlentup to fifteen or sixteen hours e. day., 


2, VJork.. Before 1939 the main VJorle of tIle TJrisoners Vlas
-
to build the Schutzhattlager and the SS-L@Ber and their instal


lations In many camps the prisoners had to drain marshes.,
0 

Beoause of the big supply of slave labor, all this VJork V.J8.S 

r: 'lhe former camp oommander of Lichtenburg was an honor 
. prisoner in Buchenv,ald in 1939 ~ 

20 Report by Belgian Informa.t1.on Center, NeVi Yorlc:p 6 
Decembel." 1943. 
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done as tar as pos'sible with human powero 

Atterthe beginning of the war the prisoners were used 

more and more tor war work: munitions "filling, uniform. repairs, 
lmanuta.cturing of insulators, etc.

3.. ~q FOod in the concentration camps is similar to the 

food in the German prisons.. .'!he daily rationconsists of: 

2 cups of ersatz coffee . 

300 gr~s of bread (lavl quality) 

1 plate of vegetable aoup(mostly turnip) sometimes with 


pieces of specially prepared whale moat, o~led 
Polaris . . 


twic~ a week.' a piece of fish or cheese 


-Before 1939 some camps had good oanteens VJhich enabled 

tt:e prisoners to buy extra food, but this has been abolished 

.2


during the war. One report tell s at parcel food: sel'vice 


for prisoners in Dachau since: October 1942. 3 


4~ liIedical Care.. '!he SS doctor in charge of the prisoner 

1 

. hospital (Revier) does not consider himself responsible fer the 

health Of. the pr ieoners. Bedical examlnations and tree tmen t 

are in the hands of prisoner officials,. and even dentistry and 

minor operations are' done by them. Very seldom is a dootor 

al.lowed to \'Jork in the Revie,r; most or the prisoner Officials 

. working there have been medical soldiers in the last war Ol'" 

1. itCentraIEuropean ObserVer," -London, July 1942; aID 65808, 
24 }~a.l'oh 194.4.. 
2. tlCi:mtral EUI"apean Observer, ~ Londo~, July 1942; OlD 50705. 
1 Deoember1943 0 

3. Postal Censorship !RI 3496/43. 
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have no medical knowledge at all" 

Complicated operations and amputations are done by SS

. doctors in the SS-hosp1tal.. Dur111B the winter, many prisoners 

are permanently ill,. beo~use of .theta:tless food ... 

Since the treatment in the Re~er is insufficient (otten 

no drugs or bandages are available). many prison"ers prefer to 

treat ·themselves.. 

5" Death and SUicides.. '!he 6stimateddeath rate tor German 
~qqncentrat1on . .. . . 
1~14P.s <lurlngtihe period 1938-1939 ("xcluding killingt executions 

en9. .suicides) VJas 15 percent... 1 llanyot the deatlts are the ·con

sequence of extreme malnutrition; Q.1lrlng tne winter months 

. many pri sonera die f'rom pneum.onla .. 

SUioide 3 OCCur very otten, b~:~use theSS admini strf3;tion 

encourages the prisoners to kill thelIlselves~ It prisoners are 

held in SOlitary cells they al'ways get a piece 0'£ rope and are 

.	advised to killtbemselveso Prisoners who are dtsliked by 


theIr Blocktuehrer are given a rope and a.n order to kill them-

I 

selves.. If they are still alive on the next day, they are 

bea~n up by the Blockfuehr.er and the order is repf3sted" This 

goes on tor w6ek$, till the pr1SOnerQOlnlTlitssuicidE3: or the 
2

Blockfuehr:er gets tired and torgets the Vlllole ino1deni.
. 	 . 

I. ffiIsestlmata V1as made in London (August 1939,)atter inter
rogations or tOrmer prisoners who 'worked in tn-a h9spitalo 
2. In Dachf,lu(1938)a s:pecialorder on suicides viasie'sued. It 
announced that· pr1sqners who try tocollimit auic i~e and. do not 
sue ceed t prisonerswho try to prevent another prisoner f S . 
suicide,. and p'rl$oners who try to b~lnB back. to lite a. prisoner 
who has committed suiCide will be punished by twsnty~tive lashes 
andconfinerilent in a solitary cello 

KEW' 
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D.. Activltie's and Attitude of the Prisoners 

'!he SS !ldm1nistratior..tries systa:matically to destroy 

the prisoner's'personality, but sucoeeds only in a tew casesa 

In the midst of the organized terror, the. prlsoners" society 

provides the trame v~1thln VJh!ch grdupsor.1ndlv:tdua:ls· in con

flict or in cooperatIon tind their place and their fUnotions .. 

As e. whole th1s societY' opposes the terror ot the adm1n1str'at1on~ 
. . 

the attack upon the individual.lty ot its members,. and it de-

tends and preserves their destte to r~in human beings. This 

society also opposes the administration's ~ttempt to enforce 

upon the prIsoners 1 ts sjstem of alass1tloationby race and 

crimea 
"', 

1.. Laws of the Prisone:ts;~~'i~~ prisoners have their own 
j , (::~: :;. ',' i'" 

. laws whioh differ much rrom the official camp discip1.ina. By 
: " i 

theBe 1aVIs the individual.prlsbniSr is evaluated: he ie put in' 


:important positions, he is .iEiJiat~d and even killed as a 


traitor it he endangers the ~()~i~ty or the 1 ita of its mem


bers. i 'lhe most important. lS.~~ot the 'prisoners is: d.on't 


draw attention .!:2. lourselto:ti is dangerous to be better' 01.' 

. ·...i 

worse than the average6 A gdbd ~risoner should do no more 

or less ""iork m the barraok br ~ri the working grou.ndthan 

absolutely neoessary in order to be left alone by the SSG 

i.. !Ii Buohenviald (1939) t\'fO, pr1sone~s VJere killed aR stool 

pigeons by their tellow prisollers. 


SEGAR! 
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2. Religious A'Jtlv.ities.. All religious exercises are 

prohibited and punlsh,ed by the 00; the'refore servfces are held 

in secreoy_ 'lhe Jehovah' slllitnesses have regular services 

in their barracks; also the orthOdClX J:aws.com8 together on 

:Fridays anG holidays in small groups and. hold t~lr sel"Viceso 

'lhe Rabbis tree their o.rthodox brethers of all. the food laws 

at the Jewish religion. and along with tbeCatholic a·nd Protes

tant priests, are leaders of ~l g;'QUPS 01' believe:rs,,, 

1here 1s 'Very little an~1-Semlt:isrnin the camps even 

though the administration EmCQUl"8g8S. it .. 

3. Cu].turaland :PollticalL~feot tb,e. pri.s~er:s,. 'liIost of 
.! . . 

the prisOners live in small grou:ps;. . 'Fhe po11tlc'al prisoners 

form collectives qf three to six l11en Vlb,ptry to; l'i"'e in the 

.saIIle barrack and .'I:'JOrk in the sa:megroupc '.1l1e prisoners put 

their money together and buy food in th~ oanteen j they try to 

keep some stock for an .emergency 11k:e~epr1vat1on, of' :t'oodo 
, 

F.very member of' a coIl00 tiva is bound to help the, other mem

berein any case t and oan always count on their help.. This 

mutual system ot bslp make s 1 ita in the camp muoh easier.. The 

polItIcal prisoners are not interested in aettingnew members 

tor theircollectlv8s; a. newcomer must have -good recormnendations 

and is very caretully questioned betore he 1s allO'N,edto join 

a col1.active. '!be main intere's,t of the political prisoners is 

to keep. thelr cadre alive ,;,;.- not to recrult new members.. Dur

ing work or" at night the collectives have discussions or 

ai,3£Eb1 
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leotures on political or scientific. 
'-. 

subjeots, and the average 

member of a colleotive iawell intor.med~ There is a1so a 

steady contaot between the different collectives;. this is 

important for spreading news and informationo 1he non

political inte1.1ectual prisoners also buil.d up small dis.cus

sion groups Which are sometimes :influenced by the political 

prisoners.. 'lh.e discussions and lectures are an :i!!lport.a:nt 

part in the life of the prisoners because they help them to 

counteract the attack of ~e camp administration upon their 
. 

spirito 

Many songs and poems are written by the 1'1'1 soners and 

nearly every camp has its own official camp songo 

4.. Propertl Rights in the Camps. The prisoners' SOCiety 

has almost no private property. The prisoners carry their 

few personal belongings in the ir pockets or in theirbreadbags,. 

Even these tewthings are their prOpel"tyonly as long as no 

SS-man cares to take them awayo . It·a prisoner belongs·t.o e. 

collective, his personal belongings go to the colleotive in 

case of his release or death. 

Some prisoners make tools by hand which they use f'or 

small repair job S on false tea th, eyeg!asse E;" G to co; they try 

to steal the eyeg1as8es and the false teeth o:f dead prisoners 

in order to have raw ma torial. for their repaiis.. It they are 

caught by the SS they are heavily punished for corpse rObbing" 

flidt..! 
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stealing among companions {Kamaradschaftsdiebstah~J is 

one ot the worst crimes a prisoner can oommi t against his 

societyc Such a prisoner is beaten up and isolated by his 

tellow prisoners, and it the stealing comest~ the knowledge 

of the administration, he is punished ·by 'twenty-five lashes 

administered in tront at the other prisonerso 

The possession of any writing material is ,dangerous, 

. because the administration sees in it an attempt to smuggle 

messages aut 01' the· camp. All prlooners are frequently rounded 

up and the SS examines the contents ot their pockets•
• 

ii'S!!! 
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50 	 . 4,ottltude tow;ards Esca12:t_ In the first years of the CO!l

1centratiQl camps soma prisoners managed to escape 0 Since 1936 

the. secur1ty measUres in ~he camps have been so well organizGd. 

that the chanees of a successful escape are V67!Y' small f!i2 Since 

all the prisoners are punished If one of them 	is m1ssing~ esca~ 

is considered by th;) prisoners. an ant1-soc.1al 	act.-3 . The 

political prlsone'rs discuss this mattero:f'ten 	am the general· 

opinion 1s: a prisomr has tm m~a.l r1ght to esoape only if' he 
.. 

1s of real importance to tm undergrounclo At tl:e same t1:me .. 

nearly every pr:lsone r thinks of possibilities 	of escEipe - not 

because he wants to do so, but mere1y as an intellectual exereis8 .. 

6 0 PossibilIties of. Resistance. S~rice every ferm or open 

resistance is pun:i:shed by death. only: very cleverly covered 

sabotage end demonStratilotlS· ot tbl. unbroken spirit ot the 

prisomrs are possible as signs ot 'opposition. 

Sa.botage is attempted by indIViduals and groups on all 

possible oceas1onso The prisoiBrs bury sorapmetal~ whole bax:es 

·1. oerhii"a Seger esoaped 1n 1933 f'~m Oran1enburs. and. 
Hans Be1mlel' in 1933 from. Dachau. Quite a number of prIsoners
escaped in 1934 from tm oamps mar. Papenburgand suoceeded in 
getting to Holland. 
20 In 1938. two pJ.'l~80ners esoaped from Buchemvald att$r k1111ng 
an SS-man. One of' them was oaptured two weeks later In Germany; 
the other escaped to Cz9cboslova:t1a., but was handed ovel' to the 
Gestapo as a conseqUence. of' the Mun1.<)p. agr.eemerit 0 Bothwere 
court-tna:rt1a1ed ani b.8nged in Buchenwald in tront. of' the other 
prisoners •. 
3. Over fifty pr1s.oners dropped dead trom the cold a1"te:r· stard

ing at attentIon for nine hours following an eseape of two 

prisoners in December 1938 in Buobanwa1d. 
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of' naila and screws. unregistered small tools" etco 'When 

constructing DeW tu ild 10gs _ they :fill the empty spaces between 

the walls with paper and coal in order to make it more 

combustible in caSe of·n fire. Sometimes a kim of passive 

resistance 1s conducted by the prisoners. Sima it is not 

possible to work alow" they do the s8JD3job over andover again" 

or do it the most comPlicated way 1n order to consume more time~ 
.. . . . . 

Ever, occasion is used by the polltical prisoners to sbOw 

their spirito st'hey try.to take everypunlshment Wi thout any 
. : 

reaction of paint end do not acoept any sign of sympathy or 

triendliness from the SSo 

Si 11 
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Identif iea tion of (j(jrmnn Concent.ra ti.on camJ)s • . - - :.-~~-----~ .....-... 

,M.:my of the smull CllillPS, lis ted in the followine scht::dule were set up between 

1933 and 1935, bu.t were dissolved after 1937. At the beginning of tn.e war a large 

nur.abcr of tile dissolved ca:.,'lps were rcop€ned uS concentration chmps for prisoners from 

the occupied countries. Beginning 1941':;"lany new,large oamps were set up and at the 

SOllle time some of the old camps were enlarged and in use as prisoners of war camps. 

EstLnutes of present number of prisoners. 

A reasonable estimCl. te of the present number of l)r lsoners in the German concen

tra tiOD camps wi thin the boundaries of the old Reioh rfJ.nges from D. low of 170, OO~ to 

a high of 370.000. 

The computation of t':lese figures in as follows: - in tile case of the lower figures 

by adding up the population of the concentration camps definitely known to be in exist

~nce: In cuse of tile higher figure by ~ssUlning that fill lis ted ca:nps are stil~ in 

existence and ',;;lsre tIle: prisoni:;rs pOgUl!l tj,on is not known, esti':-.l8ting it. 

Since there are lCl.L'ge num.bers of prisoners of non-German n;'~tionality krw'(m to be 

in Ge:':',G;,cl.ll .;; oi:ii.).en1~ru tion (Himpl:'i, it 1s not possible to g1ire a nn tionali ty breakdov';,Q of 

~Ii'r;\ i.he prisoners in the ooncen.trHtion CB.IJ.pS. 
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Garmun, Concentrati~ Ca.ll,ES wi th un~nown location - 9 

JS'dish oonoentrlrltion CMlr _betwlcen Leipzig and Bres1au. 

l:ie.rcil 12.l.,.4. 1I'1'ne Jewish Jay" NYC 
Roports from PO,'I of ]~ng1ish ni.tlolwli ty: In Ii smull villaGe, between 
Leipzig and Breslau near the rallv.8.Y pm: found a Jewish concentration 
caup. H:lndreds of .i..1E;in and women half starving _"ere' held behind barbed 
.dre. e 

Gamp Blaricwl1 Aug. 43 OlD 45210 

Camp Blaricwn mentioned in a letter sent from l~fldrid to New York. 

~;' 
Camp ,iesterbork Oot. 43 London OlD 51064 

2200 prisoners, ll~llY 111, were transported in cattle cars from camp • 
~'iest6rbork on July 20. 43. U'robably camp Hesterbork in Holland) tt 

a 
Camp Ku.efertul Feb~ 26. 44. Postt1l Censorship :'NP,; 9263 

tfBadogliotl Italians are held in oamp Kaefcrtal. (Camp Kaefertal is 
prob~;b1y looated b€tvwen l;1innhei;n and Heidelberg in Baden.) 

Camp Luckerwl.tlde Feb. 9.h4. Postal Censorship NY?I'; 25201 
,.,:"7 

French prisoners are held in OHII.iP Luckerwu1de, h!ecklenburg. {No Dlaoe -r-m-",\', :a in Mect:lenburg eculd be f o.md "Ii th tnena.:Ji.6 Lucker'Nedde, but there is a'1 

. ~ -.. village Luckerwulde neur Jucterbog in Brandenburg.}
, i \: 

C;f.lrap bet ...een Neustadt and Neisr;8, dilusia. Aug. 43 erD 45210i\ 
~\ .Ii concentration CU~UT) between Neus tad t and Ne isse 1s inent loned in a Ie tt6r 

: ':(1 Sf:nt from ~,b,drid to' ="iow York.: lal
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\Concentrution CUl:1P for German soldiers. Dec. 23. 42. CID 26261 

A special concentration c~p (Sonder Konzentrations18ffer) has been set 

up for suspected German soldiers, returning froe t Be . ussian front.) \ 

\ 


Concentration camp in 3astcrn Prussia. June 12.43. . CID 37358 

Ii concentration camp for G€rman officers and oen,deserters from the army 
has bten set up in .i£astcrn ?russia. There are 2000 prisoners. They are e 
clad'in 3-'olish unitorL:ls to hide' the tact that there are so Illany "bad It 

German >3oldiers. 

tIc 

~ 
I 

e \ 
I 

>
(J) i 

•> . 

I 	 I. ' 
, 



" ..'·-"'·... I CJ ~.~. ><)
/. C:._ 01~,,: 0::: ill LL OJI 

, : I 
'.., i~~'"-~ n_:x::: ~ ,--_ 

I 
" -

!,,':l'~:::~TJ (~ 

\ uJ I ;.: 

i 
, ~ \ ' ~ ~ I I 

,; ~ \ ' 
-J Z 
lQ 

~ 

',\ 

" 

~ 

'';( 


o 

~ 
5 

Gerir.l1n (;oncen'trl-ftion CtiElP:,: .Ii th un~~flO~'in ..Location 

!Jpecit1l Concentration ca~;w in ::';ou-chern (k;r::luny. 

apr. 17.44. O.:3G Cfficial Disputch from Derne (via r,'idlotelcphone) ifl» 
:Iitll;r h;';'8 CiVbl1 orders to urcani2u a 01.)6cio.l cCIlcentrution camp in 
30uthernG€r:JanS. In thin CHillr prominent b.~sincss1l1en, bi::.!nkers and jioli-' 
ticiuns froIl occupied terrJtories <ire to be confIned. Especially are 
to be .placod in this cum!) :r~en wifo have connections with ;':.neland tind USA. 
The pur)ose of t:lio :aehsure seems to be tIm t ilitler will hold tllese' peopl!::;

• ~s hostages,. b€;lit.;;ving tha t in t~lis wuy he can protect his own l,ife~ 

Camp .:utchum Nov. 13.37. (';uroDcun Conference for iHght Nnd Fr(;;edom i Parts. 

SonderlLleer ';ukchuIll, ne~r·the Dutch border. (j)robubly a camp of the 


Gl.;.:ushmd- .rra~~E:mbure crou!).) . ' 
II:! 
0::

Camp Glusmoor. 1936 Der Dtrafvo11zug 1m .3. Reich ~")ubli3iled by Union fUln" Recht 
und l!'reiht;;it ~ i-'rug. -rIle exJntence of CUL'1P Glasmoor wH.scertain in Junu!:iry S 

1936. iI:hy be ir;. Norway. 
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