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l";IJ1I.!t,V4!.h~~\.~,,~.:=;t:;i:;;:tauPPOTct~t8'~~i '::b'•.,.1., 

·;ll~~~:·;~:~.~:~ Pr6~~'d"&1t' wittl" ~'thatbi~~ 
; I' t4t~_t>.C».~fiJd ,ta~t.)rObl.1ia l~j.6.1henin~, 1.11th· the ~i.> 

..·:·;~;;!;:~~;:~~=:~l::;::~-::··::::::·I.rj;~~.·.·'.. 
~:9~\;~,~','~'~::i~.t,;t~~. ' 
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"n~;!£.ijns ,·~~~sert:t~the 'rtghttode.clareShvalid a.l~ tran,atet,,~f:;;Pi'~oP.~t¥·~~f;.' 
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,... ' , .....··tl.~"ui~:'.r::t:~:~;e:::'·97:~~:::rf1:~~·::.:=;t~,!' 
.~6, 'the:tT.. S, 'P!oi1e. He ,tried, to induce. WDl to enact '& 1•• ,*1ch ': 
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',' ," ,w;!;i~4i~~,s~~r~·;t.9 ·pe~'~~·fJ pet~e~~ f'ol'rarl41,rf3]J.:1e~d~~qr ~lii~1~ ~.~~.;" . 

:~~~~I;V:'.in "~~ '~e: ·Gf. 'iiliCh . ,they ,had' eitber'~~.:~gtuii~:';~~~~l&,a"~r,I,,' 

.. ~~'ll~ £,,1'1; ~~'a ~aw ·ShoUldOGnte.in# he :dec,id$(rtQ~';~~~~~' :suo,b ~ ~"•..AA cr.> .. 
:,,:.':~':'~;.:)\'<~"~' . ,:. ", ":.~' , , ". , .., " , ;, <,. '.. . ~./:. : ~ ~-;-: ", .. ~.'-"""':""'''''''.,.l':i',,~:o~ .....~.... ·L~·".' 

',.~~.:;~~~~;.Y:~fi )U,+1t6\Iif·Qovernor •. HO\,Tever l before ;dbJ,Ug··s6,,·qe· ttPPro4¢h~ .ht:,· --d~.: 
':"~:;~""'f, ) ,,~,•• ~;.;", >.....';, ::" ~,T, , '. ,', _ ,,', " , '.'. ' • ", "" • ',.,'" : ,:'; 

eo<;el~l!IlT occ~pa~lon )OIl~8vil1:.l( thev~ew ,Of:gti(i' , o,.~~~Q. ~ 
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been \dlling to accept the Russian formula, that such ,?ro,:?erty shall escheat to 
. .' 	 , ' 

Germ!UlY- in which case Germany would have profited by' its own genocide - ortha' 

French and British formula of limiting the ex)enditure of the proceeds on be
. 	 . 

half of the survivors living in Germany - in which case the provision would have 

been an empty gesture - he could have acl1ieved either abizonal or tri-zonal 

law. HOl.'ieVer, General Clay quite properly felt that he could not reconcile eith-. 

~position I'lith that asserted by the United States representatives at the 1945 

Paris Reparation Conference. There· we had successfully maintained that heirless 

propert,r in neutral countries belonging to ene~ nationals who had been the ob

jectof~per.secutory,measu:res, are distinguishable from other enemy assets in 

those countries, .and . that lJ'lhile the latter may enter the general reparations 

pool, the former must be used exclusively in the rehabilitation of the non-re

patriab1e victims of Nazism. In any event, when he found that the occuP,ying 

powers refused to accept his formula on t.~e use of heirless 
''''n ~'N1"""~;""'" ' .... 

tees, he reluctantly sacrificed the advantages of a multi~zonal law and promul~ 

gate~ PAllitary Government Law 59. This law treats heirless property of persecu
~·~-~""";'·~"'Jj".\.'t.'r;~"";".:J='::"':"i<""~~'tl ~-'I'oJ4.·~';'·'''':;l~'1..~·j" •.:'..'r.c<~;~ "-~-..~'~'_""""~~_N~'''''''-''-'-':''''''-'''-.n_.•;c~,',......:;,,;..~.;;.• ~""""'-''''''''''~''''''''';''''l''''-''''''~'-':\:;.<,'"''-''''~__ ''''''''''''''._''oa.'4'U•.~.:,"""''''''''~'''' 

situated in U. S. Zone of Germany the same w8':l as S.2420 proposes to 

,-~~~&~~'~~f:~~·~Pboper,ty.,,,~;t..~~~~J;!;.;,~.,,,!.b~tJ!!l!v!:~"~'"';~!!~~,~:".,,~.,.~, 
It is not necessary for me to extol the virtues of Miiitary GovemmentLaw 

59. It is my earnest belief that there is no law which the United States promul


~ated as an occupy~ po~erof which the American people can be more proud than 


that law. The best proof of its q,uality is that eventually both the British and 


the French authorities ado)ted replicas of· it in their respective zones of oc

cupation. 


I next enco:untered the heirless property ('luestlon ·while serving as tl;1eJ:;en- <::? 
\_"'___......_••, .....,.,...~ ....."'.''''''''.-'-....... - ... ''''~:~..1l~,'''"t''''~,..., .; ...'" ....... " ...·",t;.:,~,'-<~_,""Sv"'. t_";.(c"... ~:_• ..,._.,,~'-'~.~,,.,\ -,t-· .,'._.,....,.9.."",.·'."....v'J·"'''~, '''1' ,w,· ,,,." .. -,~:r.:..~<_. _":~••.•_::~." • '''' ",~., _~._~ .. " .... • ~. , ... 	 C..t.,J 

- ...:,..4.t '~.\:lj 

,~ra1 Counsel of the ~nited..~~!:~.:.!3<.,11~,;~q±!I:!!!!l?,',.9.?~!~~,i?n. I joined the staff of .--t ... '; 
~ ...___-....~.......~~~_ .........._.......-.""-."'__.-,.J...._·_r, .. ~~,·."i.",...,,*,_.... ,..t,,/,", .' . ." '~"''':''':'" .,>"'U:-",I~;~Vj, 	 ~ (,-"."" 


this CODimission in November 1950 a.s General Counsel and served from that time ~ ..::~) 

until. May 1953. The Har Claims Commission,as you kn9w, was established by the 



-.3
, . 

~ar Claims Act of 19481 to administer the claims of prisoners of wal'l of civi1

ian internees, and 01' certain re1i~ious organizations in the Philippin·es. The 

source for the payment of these claims is the War Claims Fund, established by the' 

War ClainsAct. The fund Consists of the proceeds of the German and Japanese as

sets seized under the Trading with the Enemy Act. For obvious reasons the War 

Claims Commi.ssion j ealous:~.~.~~!!!~~..~~~:: proceeds of the German and Japanese as-, 
..._ ........,..,.._ ..__.,~~J'_._........-......>'-"' ..... ..,.'l;f'I. • .r . ..n"'~::-"'''''''.;.......,_:~, ....." ... ,,,....,,...: ..... .... I<!I't'<,,--''''''r~.~~ ..~'''~'''IV'J,-;''l'I'"l't·'''~:'''·~:.r·'~\'i.<t~''\~''-''''~f'''!''Hl;UA:I>'«=r
~ ••;:,..,.;:t'''''r

sets. To my knowledge" the Commission its approval to only one bill, . the .,---r 
enactment of which would reduce the amount of the assets available for the pay

ment of ,'war cIa,ims,. That single exce,Ption !'!as in the· cnse of a measure identical 

withS.2420, introduced in the Slst Session of the Congress. I hasten to add that 

the Commission 1 S favorable report Vias not the result of any persuasion on my 

. part" for the Commission submitted its report on that bill before I joined its 

staff. The Commission apparently reco~ed that it would not be in accord I with 
,'-....:,.-...~.............. '. '. . 


our sense of justice to treat property belonging to families which hadbeeri com:... 
• " ~ , " ~r" ~.~_,~_H 

pletely annihilated. by the enemy as "enemy property" and to use t,he proceeds of " 

this property to pay the wa,r ,of men i'fho had fought to arrest the Nazi com
o • ....."....,.,...!r........~.".:.,::,,;J41',;.,~.~"';I1u,.,...~~;<;:.'·~OI:'~;:).~~~.m;t·';=~,.'~~'.·;',.:'~·~-..".,4,:·.,:,.::.".,.~..:,,:;,~,';,,..,1...:'.1..;;'l..J,,~;·,"'n#:~:~··"';';:;~:.a."~"<'-·;"~'{t""4'·,'i",~~~,..___(.;.".;·:r,:li.:J~'··,·"",._"-;,~<t-',;·...·.,..m"";·,~·,:'f\;~~·>1.~'*"t:,'":··~:~·,·... :n"',\;,,:":r·,~•.'··":"-""~ 

""--~~ - - . 
plex of which the former o'J'mers were 

I should like to add that while with the War Claims Commission, I directed 

the Study on War Claims Arising Out of Viorld War II. The, Commission r s Report,- .. , .' .--,", ' . 

. based on this Study,is House Document 67, 8.3rd Coneress, First Session. In con

nection 'with 
. 

this assignment, 
. 

I made an analysis of the Treaties of Peace con

cluded ~'lith the Satellite Countries in 1947, and found that principally as a re

srut of the United States initi.at~y'e" the Hungarian and Rumani8Il Treaties incor
',.,. {llJ.;;.-t .... ,:'t.,.;.:: ., ,,;, '.' ,_ .,....,.,..,;',1.""';,.,: C' .. ,';"~':~.:J:.:..,... :.~, ;,,~<;.: ,c,:' .\Ai;i; ! . .;:,;.;",'':I-.'s,·4;J:7';~" :,!:"Vii >.•..J.;,..,., .•~' .• ,~,.. ~\ .'~~h""-tO'.::;~",,: 'M!'''.:",'':,;,':·" -~O'J:' ~ !u"'~'1 \'. !~~ '.~""""'~";:':".'<''.. ':.',.,.,.:, :';'~~K'~S';:c,'~' ,;""l.;l'~:"'~':';'(';;;:'~;""I:;\""lf'''':',;'.::.'t;;:'1!}.:':,~':r r'w' ~'r~' 

.•porated provisions 'Tlith respect to heirless property of ,gersecutees, situated in 

~" ::: t:::!~,>,~~,:!l;;~~~:~,s.,.~,~..!~.~~,~~~~,Jsl~n,k;J~a~,.",v,1~";,~~~<J~r~~~~e,~!""~E,.~):,~~~,:;";,,,,,,,[(",",, 
~~<> More currelltly" as a member of the American Jewish Con:rress, I encountered 
.M ,..... 

.~ the ,heirless ~)roperty C!uestion in the neaotiations between representative Jewish 

organizations G.':'ld the Austrian GO'lernment with respect to the heirless property 
~ 
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of Jews who lived in Austria and who were the victims of Nazism. These negotia

tions are now in pro;!ress. The American Jewish Con,;:ress grateful¥, aclalowledges 
. . 

the fact that the Eisenhower administration, as the preceding administration, 
., .1;', ~~Jl~;;,"\;~MJ(·~:' ' 

has, through the State Department, actively supported the effort to.have Austria 

make .available for the ·surviving victims of Nazism at least part of the value 
~_"'.. "'_"'_"'_~H"'i~_~-Y!J.joo.f_'''''''~'to~'''"'''h» .. ''''''.G.''''''·'Slfi''o;,:·",,·..,'.Ia'".'(.,..'.. '..;J ........... ''.''.O':'·.j,'''''''''...'''''.,.<\'"'>V,.;'''''....;,.P.'''''\''''~'''-.'..."""~~.~>;~.:i~~~..~••~.+_\"""".'i'...,!'v~.:i'....~~~\...r~', •• "....,.:-::.:.."" . 


of the heirless property of the victims of Nazism situated in Austria. 

It is apparent,.~h~~I~~t,,,~h~,~,cY.J;l!~,~d.:~tates has had an unbroken record on 
..'><'l.(.'l;'j'"');"'<~:;..;" ..~';"':;:~'.:P.'",,:·f\v;l,••• ' )""'j~'~"~\7>t d·,· ,~,,~j ",' - . , "';.',. """,\~,,/,,-;;~,~ ~.,:.''!,':''.?\~:;~,.•~,,\,:;. ,;v."" ...~\'~:.,.<,:jy:'ii;"-.;:-.".~ •.:.{,'.,!:.'~\11\" ..::{...J'!p"\:';;'\'''h ~~~1'.·;)rt;~':""·~~ ...'...,·"""": ,-):':" 

how to deal with the heir;L,!=l,~.~~"l.1.r9R.(;:!);;tz,,)?,~, tile. victims of Nazism. To its credit, 
;t;;;~...z...... IY;·h,;';;...."'.\It.-s;""'-"i.c'.:tI:~I,r~":;:."','i"~::~~.i.j):;.",):~.~·:i.",';'J{':;';V-O,-- ~.,,~, • . "'. .",.,;:)" .•,...,.,'- 20'"'''''\''~·t'y:K{::,\i,,1;Z,,~:t.;·~... ~';"i;~~·t~~~~.,'~";~::~~~l~:"ii':t'h'Vi~J!1~:", ::u; ~_"~'r-"<t.""_~ 

the United States has been the first and the chief protagonist of the principle ' 
r+" l!> J04 "" * ...... ,'$1tU =<~_t# 1~~r,fICt«m*~.Ij~}1-ir~~~~~~~;~'t:t~,.:'lt."\'.'p:ii!.•~:'tt'!'v.\.:.t:':.'·!:)t:"'~,#.'!'~~~":'~~\~~m,':"i'me;j;'~~;,.,Hj~~f7~"~~,~~,,~\~j.(f:r~1i(,!;.7!':'4:~1;~:ni'-'!\'t~P!,;?1f<,;,'it:t:'r..i\lI~~:,~....:"'~~~,..'.',~""r 

that Stl~,~"p~QP~r~Y ,my/;!.t .. not . be me:!~~~~.,~~tJ:\Ylg§,,,~,t:,,,,,~~~!~,~.;;,,,,~!,~\!;,,.;~:,,,,,,,,.,," 
~~ '"'' tP..WIj"~V'f;~t!'·I""".s'~T.llfrl'~1~U""(;).L'#~..i:Q:.~ . 

property is situated but, rather" must be em:s>loyed on behalf of the survivors ·of 
....." " ..~~.m-M~..;(l',(Ii#f'..,.lrll~).ri;!.:;.;·4~~'~~;>t,.~l>"f.I!~'i'r.·~:t'~.!t'J,:,II>,~""~:'!'~:.~~;,;~'~ ..r;':;t'j:-.,:"~:,~'!~1l,GIfti,)'J'.:l-\"'yr~;:,;::'!:;l.~;'~"iI',7l·.;'r;{:~y!;;i~:{:io/i"'II.\\',::.~,',','E'•.)';~'4":;?·f.".:;i''t't\'t;';·\i:'~:;"·'~·::;l~'~':-:;'V"".'iI'~:"'r;,:':.n:'",~I;)-;"~"'.l:l.'';9.i~·"'44 

the grou?s to which the )ersecutee owners belonged. lam certain that.it is .not 
,.....tPf"'~,..,..~'I'~..-.·~.....---....;,·.,~!'\\'".,..."-......~~<..~.'"Itl~.,....~..'JPo;"..:';If'....,.__lWll<11..~.t.:;i~i!>'l:.f~~~.;;-.«~.\f,f;.'>"~~":','.4.;~~.. ~:;I',:r..;..~iVf:;I~ 

the wish of the Congress to make the only exception in the case of the heirless 

property which hap?ens to be within the continental limits of the United States. 

To make that exception either W an affirmative act or by the failure to act 
, . 

flOuld be an instance of ambivalence which would be very difficult to explain; 

even harder to justi~/. 

Experience with MiliUiry Government Law 59 reveals that the :s>roblern of heir
. . . .', ' '. 

less property arises')I'incipally with respect to the property of Je\vish victims 

of Nazism. This follows from the nature.of Hitler's merciless. war against the 

Jews who came Under his control. Vlhile he destroyed individualmezilbers of the 

Christian faIth, either. because they protested openly against his brand of ni

hilism or because they held political beliefs Nhich he regarded hostile to his 

regime, as a general rule he directed his attack against the specific individu

als and left the families of these Christian victims intact. L7NOTE: The survi

vors are eligible to the recovery of the vested )ro)erty under a. 1946 amendment 

of the Trading with the Enemy Act.J By contra~t~ he regarded .ill Jew~I,,:men,,: ~:' 
. { • "I,,~ ,I ,~.. "".. 

women ~d children, as unworthy of life, and therefore exterminated them en masse. 

The tragic consequence of this policy was that in countless cases entire Jewish 

C\i 
~ .. 

4It",~.. : 
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~. 

M 
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\. families were wiged out. 

The American Jel'Jish Con&ress shares the vie\v of Jews everywhere that the 

Uni.ted States established en enviable record in pursuing a po'st-war policy which 
.i'~.:.;:1.'~~~~~' _______'\-...."" ....... ,....., ....---'..,~'.~ ..._._~"'''• .._.''.''' ....~.. '''" ...___:__-..-'-~."'I",...'!'lI"..... - ...... N....'''.·'l''>"hU-.1_'.•·'...,,'''....,·<; •• _ .• ~. ,~_.,~ 


has resulted in giving new hope to the surviving Jewish victims of Nazism. These 
, .••.•.•., .." .................... , .•••. ,."."•. ;. .....m.,.··.',··, ..... ·"., '''''.,',.'' ...,,,,,.:,\..,,,,~,".,~.,.,..•,,.,~.,,.,,,.,.,,..•'c." ....,.",,"', ..,,,·c'....,,·,,,. ,'", """"'.•,,"', ,.".",:,:,-"". 


uprooted 'from their homes" are trying to make a fresh start in their 

comtries ofadopt.ion. Many are sick and disabled, while many more have the' 

problem of adjusting themselves to their neVi environment. Independently of the 

'.:.. strong moral argument in favor of 8.2420, it is clear. that ,,nile the sum which 

. S.2420 ~rlll make available for the benefit of these people is an insignificant1
. !i· 

sum in the treasury of the United States" it \1'.1,11 help substantially in bring-t 
j 
ing survivors of Hitlerism closer to their o\m goal, that of becoming self-


sustaining human beings• 

. MoreoverJl the former owners of the property woUld, if they could speak up, 

ask that their property be so used. 

TIe are confi~ent that no member of Congress, familiar ~ith the purpose of 

this measure, will raise his voice against it. We, thereforeJl lITge this Sub

. committee to report the bill favorably and thus give the Senate the opportmity 

to approve it at this Session of the Congress • 

• < ' .... 

, ., 
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HEADOUARTERS 
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
APO 696 A 	 U; S. ARMY 

August, 17, 1951
File 1660 

Dr.. Nehemiah Robinson 
World Jewish Congress 1, East' 84th St. 
New York 28, i.Y.. 

Dear Dr ~ Rebins0n: 

I am 1I'l"iting in ~ply to ;your two l.e tters 'of August 13. 

Eli, sent me a II1lJIIlIlEiry of ;y&ur discussions in Washington, ,and I 

was quite disappointeGl to notice that we ma;y have shown a wil~, 


ness to accept a mix.,oOurt with a Gennan minorit7.I still en

tertain a slight hope however that "our" original proposal that the 


,oourts be maintained as they are will somehow prevail. It is of ' 
'course amusing that ;you had argued this point at length a long time 

age and that now ever, one recognizes it as crucial,. Should one' 

'or two members of ,CORA resign. and be replaced by inaaequate substi 

~es,_ would probably all begin arguing that the restitution, 

program will fail unless CORA is d.issolved. To me this simp17 

demonstrates a flexible Mind. 


I reall;y hope that while you. are in Eurape;ym.will be able to, 

cOile to Nuernbergfor it. vis1t~ Ai-though there probably will be"no 

problem of real substance, such a visit, even a brief one, would I 

8.11 sure be very he:lptUl.' It will g1.ve you an opportunity to 

"get the feel" of $SO activities at first hand ,and at the same 

time, we can exchange views 0J!l cur many problemss. If you will co:oi.e 


, in;your capacit;y as Dr. Robinson, that will be eapacit;y enough fer 
,_.' 	If you Dsi persuade an;rbody in the World Jewish Corigress that 

such a trip is essential, you. can always point to the fact that 

we recently met with Mr~ Shuster and D r~ Grey of the American Jewish 

Committe.. who found/it worth while to come to Nuemberg for a. 

visit.P!here • a standing, rule that whatever the WJC does the AJC 

must .0 and. vice versaJ ... .:to this instance AJC is one ahead. I 

will' probably-be in· Paris arOund September 17 and if you cannot 

possibly-come to Ge~1, at least I hope we will be able to meet 

in Paree" ' 


The AP newspaper story you quoted was not quite carrect. The 

Allies did. meet with the Germans on August 3,in order to read to 

them various papers which had been prepared. stating the Allied posi

, tion ~ the many subjects under discussion. on the 4th and ,th the 

Allies worked on a ~port desoribing the problems and this was to go 

back to the respective governments. When the three ministers meet 

in Washington in September they will presumably bave this report and 

some indication of the German position. They will probably have to 

decide on whatever major issues remain outstanding. 


I~ecently sent .Eli a long memorandum on, our claims against the 

,3114·65" 



· Dr. Robinson August 11, 1951 

Reich and. the question of our participation at the London Debt Settle
ment Conference. I hope that· you will have an opportunity of going 
over the question together. 

With best regards, 

Cordially yours, 

BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ 

BBF.b 


PS - I am attaching some more statistiCS" 
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, OFFICE OF THE UNITED STaTES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERHANY 
Off'ioe of General Counsel 

.'1.dministration of Justioe Division~0/ 
, aro 757-A. 

MONTHLY STATISTICaL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 
, 

-"-~::a-~":;':;. .......:",,;;--- 

I. 'PETITIONSa 

1. PetitLons available for prooessing on July 1. 1951 
,
; , 

'----:---2.---ht!tions-f-inal-l-y,-'settle d I adjudioatad, 
reviewed ,or otherwise disposed ora' 

a. by Restitution AgenoiesI b. by Restitution Chambers!, 
~. by Oberlandesgeriohte 
d. 'by Court of' Restitution Appeals 

e. Total (final dispositions) 

3. Petitions on hand as of' July 31, 1951 

MONTH OF JULY 1951 

SCHEDULE A. 

Total 

Indi:" 
vidual 

25 ... 159 

733 
371 
13 

6 

1,123 

24#036 

JRSO 

25;>781 

901 
49 

950 

24,831 

Bavaria 

Indi
vidual 

9,647 

239 
80 

1 

320 

9.327 

JRSO 

15,242 

527 
27 

554 

14 ...688 

Hesse 

Indi
vidual 

'8,517 

411 
266 

5 
3 

685 

'7,832 

JRSO 

1,271 

36 
3 

39 

1 .. 238 

Wuerttemberg
,Baden 

Indi
vidual 

6,623 

71 
23 

8 
2 

110 

6,513 

JRSO 

9",023 

338 
19 

357 

8 ...666 

f' 
C.D 
",,+1 

......-t 
~ 
('Y') 

! 
Bremen S 

Indl
vidual 

372 

6 
.2 

8 

364 

.J 
I 

JRSOI 
t 

f 
239 j 

I 
,J 

l 
J 
i 

· ·I " l 
J 

, I 

j · 
I

' 239' J 
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OFFICE OF'THE"UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMaNY 
MONTHLY STATISTIC"u, INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

I 	 cOMONTH OF JULY 1951 
'toSCREDULEA 'III: ., 

~ 

Total' Bavaria Hesse 
Indi;.,. 

JRSOvidual 

23,976 ,2/1,,075 
8,639 466 

436 27 
210 3 

33,261 24 .. 571 

294 1.299 

33,555 25,870 

1 ..182 940 
466 52 

, 23 2 
8 

1,,679 994 

22,565 , 24 p 358 
8,,624 487 

466 28 
221 :5 

31,876 24.876 

Indi- JRSO' Indi-
JRSOvidual vidual 

",302 14 .. 998 8.736 1,264 
4.894 284 3,187 20 

154 8 185 3 
102 64 1 

12 .. 452 15.290 121'172 1#288 

181 107 71 15 

12,633 15,397 12,243 1,,303 

" 

456 569 603 35 
161 30 265 3 
10 2 5 

:3 3 

630 601 876 '38 

6,711 14 g 485 8 ..015 1 .. 231 
5,008 ,303 3,090 24 

176 8 194 3 
108 68 1 

12,003 14,,796 1l,~7 1,266 

, Wuerttemberg-
Baden Bremen' 

Indi-
JRSO Incii-

JRS9(_vidual vidual 

7,526 7,594 412 219 
462 142 96 20 

87 15 10 1 
"41 2 3 

8,1l6 7,,753 521 240 

41 1.176 1. 1 

8,,157 8,929 522 241 . 
~ 

t106 335 17 
38 19 2 

0 
2 

154, 355 '1,9 

7~440 8,,417 399 219 I' 

~37 140 89 20 
84 15 12 2 
42 2 3 

8,003 8~574 503 241 
-	

~ ~ i 

II. CasES resulting from breakdown of petitions ('rj 
in the oourse of their prooessing. 

1. 	 On hand as of July 1. 1951 
a. 	 at Restitution ~gencies 
b. 	 at Restitution Chambers 
o. 	 at Oberlandesgerichte 
d. 	 at Court of Restitution ~ppeals 

e. 	 Total 

2. 	 Total (net) reoeived during July 

3. 	 Total cases available for prooessing 
-----~---....---.--,-.-,- --" -" '~-"~ 	 - - - - -' 

,4. 	 Finally settled, adjudicated, reviewed or 

otherwise disposed of during July: 

a. by Restitution AgenoiesI b. by Restitution Ohf.mbars

I o. by Obarlandesgerichte . 
\ d~ by Oourt of Restitution Appeals

I
} 

! 
, 	 e. Total (final' dispo sitions) 

i 
5. 	 On h~d as of July 31, 1951 


a.. at Rest!tution .ii.gcncies
t 
b. 	 at Restitution Ohambers 
o. 	 at Oberlandesgerichte 
d. 	 at Court of Restitution appeals 

e. 	 Total cases on hand as of July 31. 1951 
I 
, 	

- - - - - - - - ... - - - - - ~ 

( (.) An agreement has been ~onoluded whereby JRSO assigns most of these oases to Land Bremen. 4ppropriate statistioal adjustments 
t 
I, 

will be made when' "en;;; "-'.vcual transfer of these oases has taken plaoe. ' , 
i Pa.ge 2.. ," 

t 
f 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED S:rii.TES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMJ.NY 
MONTHLY STaTISTIC4L INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

MONTH OF JULY 1951 

SCHEDULE A 


III. TYPES OF DlPOSITIONS: 
{c.ll Restitution authorities) 

,-L-"L;c..b:'y settled 

Granted by decision 

Dismissed 

Withdrawn 

Bulk settled 

Total 

Total 

Indi
vidual 

810 

246 

233 

390 

-
1,679 

JRSO 

262 

1_7 

115 

... 

994 

Bavaria 
, 

Indl
vidual 

340 

16 

85 

189 

-

630 

JRSO 

136 

465 

-

601 

Hesse 

Indi
vidual 

374 

201 

122 

173 

-

876 

JRSO 

26 

1 

11 

-

- 38 

Wuerttemberg-

Baden 

- r-"'" 

Indi-
_ 

vidual 

90 

16 

23 

25 

- 154 

JRSO 

100 

16 

239 

-

355 

-,9- ,l,CD 
"'C...;'1 -,! 

~ ""'""' 
M 

rBremen , 
Indi-

JRSOvidual 

6 


7 


3 


3 


--
19 -
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERHtioNY 
. Orfioe of General Counsel b 

Administration ot Justioe Division t"- . 
. <II:".~APo 757-A 
~ 

~CUMULATIVE STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 
M10 November 1947 - 31 July 1951 

SCHEDULE B 

r.. 	 PETITIO}i$/i 

1. 	 Petit~;:,)!1.s reoeived from th'3 CFA sinoe Nov 10, 
1947 (subsequont ohanges of venue inolud9d) 

----~··---2..-_Peti-t~ons-f'inall;y: settled,. adjudioatod. 
reviewed or otherwise disposed of, 

. a. by Restitution Agenoies 
b. 	 by Resti tutionChmnbers 
o. by Oborlandesgsriohte 
d~ by Court of Restitution Appeals 

e. 	 Total (final dispositibns) 

·3. Pot:,t:'l.'Jrc.) on hand Ils of July 311' 1951 

Total Bavaria Hesse 

Indi-
JRSO Indi-

JRSO 
Indi

vidunl vidual vidual JRSO 

50,590 51,810 17,913 19,620 18,661 19,320 

21,888 26,361 
4,309 588 

244 28 
113 2 

26,554 26,979 

24,036 24,831 

7,358 4,828 8,287 17,105 
1 11 123 104 2,409 348 

49 109 27 
56 24 .2 

8,586 4,932 10 11 829 18,082 

9.. 327 14,,688 78832 1,238 

Wuorttemborg-
Baden· 
. -~ 

Indi- Ividual JRSO 

12:-926 12,555 

5,579 3,790 
721 128 

80 I' 
33 

6;413 3,889 

6 .. 513 8,666 

Bremon 
ludi
vidual JRSO 

1,090 315 

664 68 
56 8 

6 

126 76 . 

384 239 

l· 
! 
t 

••< ~ 

,·C-: 

r:: 

r 
I 
!. 
r 
I 
I 
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J-
I -C1JMULA.T1VE STATISTICAL INTERN.!i.l,. RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT
i 10 November 1947 -31 July 1951 

SC!i&DULE B 

,II. C4ES,-
1. 	 Total oasesavai1able for settlement, adjud1oation~ 

review 0 .. • (",ther f:i.nal di!;!J;of>i~;i;)'1, \"'<3salt'.ng trom 
the breakdown of petitiens rel.'le'i.ved by all 
Restitution ~uthorities 
- - - - - - - --- - -. - - - - - - - - -- - - - 

2. 	 Finally settled, adjudioated, reviewed or 
otherwise disposed of by, 

-a~-- Ra-stltiitlon--k'genoies 

bt Restitution Cha..mbors 

0.. Oberlandeageriohte

d. 	 Oourt of Restitution Appeals 

e. 	 Total (final dispositio~s) 
- - - - - .- - - - - - -"- - - - 

3. 	 On hand as ot July 31, 1951 

a.o 	 at Rcstitu;tion A.genoies 
b. at Restitution Chambers 


- o. at-Oberlande5geriohts 

d. 	 at Court of Restitution Appea.ls 

e. Total on hand as of July 31~ 1951 

- - - - - - - -- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - 

~-I 

r:-
~+!-
~ 
~ 
M 

l: 
r 

~ 

, 

i 
i 

i 
-1 

I 

1 

I 

I 
! 

I 

f 

Total Ba.varia Hesse 

Ind1 Indi 1OOi

Wuerttamberg-
Baden 

JRSO JRSO JRSO 
Indi- 

vidual vidual viduo.l vidual J1SO 

68;011 

30,329 
5,297 

319 
190 

36~135 

r-- 

22,,565 
8,624 

466 
221 

31_876 

52,108 25,684 19,891 

26,601 11,683 4,986 
600 1,784 107 

29 113 2 
2 101 

27,232 13.. 681 5,095 

.. 
24,,358 6,711 14~485 

481 5p 008 303 
28 176 8 

3 108 

24_876 12 1 003 14~796 

25,524 - 19,460 15~251 1~, 1:37 

11,318 17,,811 6 11 367 3g736 
- 2,664 366 769 126 

120 26 79 1 
55 2 33 .

14,157 18.195 7.240 3,863 -

8,015 1~231 7,440  8,411 
3,090 24 437 140 

194 3 84 15 
68 1 42 2 

11,367 1,,265 a,003 6,574 

Brem.en 

Indi
viduaJ. _JRSO~) _

1p 562 

961 
80 
7 
1 

1,049 

399 
89 
12 

3 

503 

.I 

320 

68 
11 

79 

219 t 
20 

2 

241 

(.) An agreament ha.s been c!i)n.-~1u(!ed. whe,.;ehy JRSO assig.."l9 most of these oases to Land Bromen. appropriate stathtioal adjustments 
will be made when the'~ransfe\;.c (.f' ,these oases has taken. pl0..0e. 

Page 5. 
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t 
..-::~.,CUMUL:i:.TlVE ST,..TISTIC;t.L INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 
......;10 November- 1947 - 31 July 1951 
III:::t"SCHEDULE B 
("tj 

XII. 	 TYPES OF DISPOSIT10NSa 
(ailRestitution ~thcd.t:i.eJ;i) 

Amioably settled 

Groa.uted-by- -dee!sion 

Dismissed 

Withdrawn 

Bulk settled 

Total 

To

Indi
vidual 

ta.l 

JRSO 

Bav

Indi
vidual 

aria 

JRSO 

Hesse 

Indi
vidual JRSO 

Wuertte
Baden 

Indi·· 
vidual 

inberg-

JRSO 

Br

lndi
vidual 

emell 

JRSO 

1, 
I 

I

" , 

17,135 4,.075 6.733 880 5,.833 2,051 4,.355 1,108 214 36 

-3,322 127 339 5 2,362 81 262 38 359 3 (

3,960 31 1,023 2 2,028 18 756 7 153 4 
< 

11,718 9,768 5,586 4,208 -3,,934 2,-814 1,8'75 2,710 323 36 

36,135 

13,231 

27,232 13,681 5,095 14,157 

13;231 

18,.195 7,248 3,.863 1.10 *9 79 

Page 6. 
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TYPES A.ND ESTJMATED VALUES OF PROPERTY RESTITUT:ElD as of JULY 31, 1951 ANNEX TO STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT cr) 

t 
-.::~..

Total . Bavaria 	 Hesse Wuerttemberg-Baden Bremen 
~ 

Units Value DM Units Value DMUnits Value DM Units Value, DM Units, Value DM i~ 
tv) 

INDIVIDUAL 280 79,122,176 103 25.. 401,350 66 26,313,,465 102 27,316,120 9 91,241 
BUSINESS JRSO ,- .' - - - - - - - - 
ENTERPRISES . 

TOTAL 280 79,122,176 103 25,401,350 66. 26,313;465 102 27,316,120 9 91.241J 

INDIVIDUAL 1l~338 t '279,577 ,.~8:S, 4,172 132,,246£>872 4 9 320 62,904,,268 2,740 76,867,383 106 7,560,3601 
REAL ESTATE JRSO 1,232; 6 .. 110 .. 387 ,431 21"248 .. 946 590 2,658",821 194 854;210 17 348,410 I 

,_________ ___+_1_2_,5_~O'.;.,...:2~:.~:688t~~?__ 4~603 I _~,~::b494,818 4r.910 65,563 ..089 2..93477.. 721~593 123 7,908,770 -,T_0_TAL 

nmIVIDUAl. 551 ~ '1 ..052,990 253 2)1712,435 206 1,628,920 88 2 p 691:835 4 19,800 1 
INTERESTS IN JRS034 99,995 4 37 .. 700 18 26 .. 216 11 .30,. 895 1 5,184 i 
REAL ESTATE TOTAL 585 7 ... 152~985 257 2,750;135 224 1,,655~136 99 2,,722,730 5,24,98~ , I 
SHARES INDIVIDUAL 62,604,053 30,570 ;>205 6,866.1'405 24.741,943 425,.500' ~! 

--PA.R'!!.::tC1J¥l.'J.!roNS--JRSQ---" , 55f"48250~5oo ,482 4,500 - i 
SECURITIES TOTAL 62 ..659,535 30,620#705 6,866;o88724:;746p443 425#500 t 
ART OBJIDCTS mDIVIDUAL 2,033 5,508",713 550 4,,311,560 1,339 700,353 142 ' 496,173 2 	 627 

!' 
i 

RELIGIOUS OBJ. JRSO 9 3;930 1 150 4 880 4 2,900 -	 -I 
VALUA.BLE8 	 ' , 'fTOTi\.L ,2,042 5,512,,6';'3, 551, 4-,-~11 ..710 1,343 701,,233 146 499.073 '2 	 627 .' 

INDIVIDUAL 165,579./'9~9~ --7~p6;7,83347,373,070 401'989,046 5,590,000 f'" 

PAYMENTS JRSO 31,,488 r E27 I I 2,.542,162 26,279,718 2,537,. 999 128,648, 
i--- ., ,-,-,._'- • 

TOTAL 197 i068,476 741'169,995 73,652,788 43,)527,045 5,718,648) 

mDIVIDUAL 14,201j>3~5 10,sc266.305 1,836,038 2,054.512 	 44,480 
• 	 MISCELtA.NEOUS JRSO 45",587 364 2,873 42,,350

TOTAL 14,.246p922 10!,266... 669 1,838,911 2,096,862 44,480 

'TOTAL 	 INDIVIDUAL 613,647 ,.0;9"--.,1-· ;77:l35~560 147,622,519 175,157,012' 13,732,008 
'l'OTAL JRSO , 37,803,908,' 4"879,,,822 28,968,990 3,472,854 482,242 

~RA.NDTOTAL 	 ~_:"',L2~2.j~~:~~' J- I 2S2~01.)p3=- 176,591,509 178,629,866 i4,214,250 J 

.. ) Household goods J .01 tnel"Y, ir:,,,::l.;.~~::'-'l,;,;e :p:i.ioias, sopyrights etc. 	 Plge 7 1\;:;7 
i 

L 
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DISTRIBUTION OF VALUES BY NATIONALITY OR BE~IDENCE OF RESTITUTEES aNNEX TO STATISTICA.L INTEm'laL RESTlTUTIOl{ PROGRESS RERlRT 

AS OF JULY 31, 1951 

~.~ 

NATIONALITY OR RESJDENCE 'l:OTAL DM NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE . TOTiUa DM NATIONALITY OR RESI JENCE, TOTJ1LDM 

Argentina 9,,391 .. 568 . Hungary 87,,110 Saar Terl"itory 82,064. 
Australia 6,128,,823 India 157,719 South k..frioa 5~515,430 
Austria 1,416,,510 Iran 6,952 Spain 190,,949 
Belgium 1,,480,187 Israel 26,865,191 Sweden 1,214~934 . 

\ 

Bolivia 5""6,941. Italy 1,,317i007 Switzerland 28,840,394' 
Brazil 61>£32,.775 Jamaica 24,000 Syria 6,.100 
Ca:nada 3,700,321 Japan 13.. 266 Thailand , 6,500 
Chile 1~866,,620 Lieohtenstein 76,660 . Turkey 318,641 

China 184,091 Luxemburg 303 .. 422 United Kingdom 59,552$491 
.--~ ~--~--------Co1umDla' '232,196. Mona.oo 515 U"s.A. 284,141,248 

Cuba 15,,714,438 Mexioo 2,,658 p 910 ,Uruguay 3,415,333 
Czeohoslovakia 151,722 Netherlands 16;860 / 323 Venezuela 4;,824 .. 961 

Denmark 107 .. 219 Netherlands Indies 13,112 Yugosla.via 64,000 
Eouador 535,850 Norway 56,575 Stateless 14,203 
Egypt 255,,093 Pakistan 64,800 , .. Misoellaneous , 8,110,811 
Eire 56,97Z Pal!a.ma 13,000 

Total 6l3,641,1t099 
. Finland 88,620 Paraguay ~ ..700 .. J R S'O 37,803,90~ .

FraMe 11,;145 ~1·i2 Peru 856,-695 
Germany 107,.405,325 Philippines 11,000 GRaND TOTi.I.L 651,451,007 
Greeoe 6,008 Poland . 59,000 

Guatemala 80,300 Portugal 83,.351 
Honduras 149.. 500 Roumania 189,463 

,<r 

.) Property restituted to claimants of more than one nationality where distribution of values oould not be determined. 

~) Property restituted to tLe Jewish Restitution Suocessor Organization oannotbe related to any partioular nationality. 
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Nehemiah Robinson 
. M:tebrual7 12, 1948 

Report on my tri~ to Washington
February 1,1948 . 

(In the visits descr1bed 1n (1) and (2) I was acoompanied 
bl Messrs. Boukstein (Jewish Agenc;y) and Rock (Joint); 1n 
the vi4ita referred to 1n (3) and (5) by Mr. Roolt). 

I saw during this trip the following persons in the follow1ng . 

matters:, .-~ 


(1) Mr. Iunberier, OUloa 21' ~:~i_z:'~ 
We d1scussed tile draft at a.n amendment pto' the ,Trad1ng 


wlththe ~nemy Act, by virtue of which the Pres1dent eould assign to 

. an agencl,desl~ne.ted. by him,unclaimed propert1 which. belonged, to 

eneDllnational's perseouted on raoial, re11g1ousorpoli ticss1, grounds. 

"'e further .considered the beet way of getting this legislat:lon 

1nltis,ted: 1 t could be done, e1 ther by a special b111 or by attaChing 

It toB1l1H. 8}044 (whioh deals w1 th the d1spos1t1on of German and 

Japanese ass6ts ln th1s country). This ,b1l1: passed the House Il.nd is, 

expected to come up lnpart before a sub-.commlttee of the Ju,d101a1'1 

Committee of the Senate on Feb. 1'1 and 19. Mr. Isenberger felt that 

B. 4044 was controversial, that the Ofl'lce of Al1en Property had to 

opposeeome of ltsprovls1ons aSfldoptedb1 the House, that· there 

waano time to prepare the attachment properly. and that, 11' we attach 

our bll1 to 1 t" 1 t may appeax' as a compeU tlon to American claimants. 

8e' advised therefore a separate bill . although headmitted that '.' 

Rep!'_ 0811e1' m1ghtbe rll!;ht'1n a.ssuming that ltm1ght be d1ffioult to 

lntroducethls separate bl1lsoon. It was dec1de..d to souJui out some 

Representat1ves or Senators on tlds question. 


Tnedraft, as prepared by the OAF, waft only tentative and Will 
..	be d1scussed by the Jew1sh organ1zat1ons..Fr1ma facle, I opposed the 
1ncl~s1on of a condlt1on that property shout! b~ turned over, to the 
sucoessor organizat1on not onlt bJ vlrtue of the expiration of a 
specif1ed t1me llm1t, but also under the oond1t1on that the des1gnated 
authorities are satisfied that the owner ls dead and left no .helrs. 
I tsared that this provislon (drafted in ver1caut1oua terma and 
destined to reassure the legls1atorethat only bona, flde he1rless proper
t1 91111 be turned over to the sucoessor organiza:eIpn) 1118.7 be harmful .' 
as a precedent contrary to the pr1nc1pleee'stabllshed in the restitution 
law. and satel11te, peace treatles and belnvo.ked by Swl t ze rland to 
sabotage action on he1rles's and unola1med funds there. 

. We stressed brlefly also the quest10n ra1sed by me as to the 
effect of the recent recommendation of the Natlonal Advlsory Counoll 
(NAC) on the dispos1t1on of blOCked funds belong1ngto -Marshall 
countries (eee below, ln (2». Mr. Iseneerger was not wholl1 au oourant 
of this quest1on, although he had worked on 1 t Bome .time ago. He advised 
us to contaot other offlolals 1n the OAf. 



_ 2 _ '''' ".t 

(2) Messra. Sbam..a.nd Lamont (O,A,i) 

These gentlemen confirmed in broad 11nes what we sSBumed: 
At present there are agreements i th the Western countrled. (exaeptw. 

England) aooording to which assets blocked during the war are be.lng treed 
If the owner tl1es an applloatlon and the government certifies that no 
ene., intereste are 'involved. A port1on of these assets has alreadJ 
been deblocked, for the residue (a tew hundred m11110n dollars) a 
speclfled per10d (running somewhat until Juna) 91111 be 'announced,durlng 
which applications ulay be tl1ed. After the expiratlon of thls tlme, the 
aassts (now under the Treasury Department) wl11.go over to the JuriadiotlQf1 
ot the OAf, which w111 make aoenSU8 and transmlt the llstso! unolalmed 
aae•.t8 to the government of the country of orlgln. This government w111 
have to certl!", the non-enem1 oharacter ottha tunds and wl11 reoelve all 
these tunds for 1 ts own use. 1~on-cert1fled assets w111 be presumed to 
be eDem, funds and dlsposed of 1f the owner d*ee not tl1e a su1tor proves
otherw1se his non-enemy character. The same prlnoiple wl11 apparent~ be 
appUed. also to Swies funds. The s~ c. x-deposlts (!.::.!.. deFoet ts whose 
holders 'are deslgnated D, numbers or otherwlse kept S90ret) wl1l be 
required to 'be made known an.d oertlfledas non-enelllf funds; all not 
d1sclosed x-depoel te wl11 be presumed to be enelly-owned. . 

lliesel'll. Sham. and Lamont (as apparently .the .whole Offlce) Were 
Dot aware of the problem to distlngulsh (1n regard to the lists to be'. 
submitted to the governments> 'between asaets for whom claimant are avail
able and those which became masterless. I lndicatedthat if the govern
meDt.sare given the opportun1 tfto oertify the non-enemy oharaoter of the 
allsete, the, "ll1 do so ln regard to.!!! funda andthu8 aoqulrehe1rle8s 
propert, - wbich is oontrary to the territorial oharaoter of esoheat· 
and the laws of th1s country. They read11, agreed that this 1s an 
lmportant problem. and that the, w1ll make a reoommendatlon to the effect 
ot exoluding masterlese properties trom the transfer to the governments
thus leaving them 1n the Jurlsdiotlon ~ otthe OAf and aSSignable ~ 
under the proposed legislation - to a suooeSSOr organlzat1on. They In
Ueated. that the State Department, whloh wlll conduct'. the negotiations,
will also have to be persuaded ln this sense and advlsed.us also to oontact 
the Forelgn Funds Control of the Treasu17• 

. ' . Acoording to these officlals, there 1s the tendency to make' 
similar arrangements alto 1n resarci ofPollsh and Ozechoslovak assets 
at. a later date - whioh would further extend the applicab111t7 fi)t the 
proposed Federal Statute. . 

At the end we dlsoussed with them the proposed b11l and the 
problem of asoertain1ng the approximate amounts .1nvolved. 

. . , '. 

(3) Mr. Karass1k (Department, of state, Dlvlalohot Ocoupled Areas) 

. The dlseusslon referred to the designatlon otthe J$Wla~_stl ty
tlon Commission and th~ role of the Department· of State 1n the niQ-i:er of ~. 
nAiras j'eferre!"'to above. ACoording to the lnformatlon received from Mr. 
Karasslk (supplemented b1 informatlon trom Mr. Hemmendlnger), the reported 
oable by Gen. Clar has not yet reached the State Department. They are 
still worlt1ng under the hand1oapot the War Department's oppoaltlon and the 
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llte. . ttltude of some of their own peeple.1 Mr. Ka.rasslk. tel t tbat '. 
,. waraa 1'1'. f tie. he reoe1v.4~daJ_ lftd10atied a. more favorable 
oontlde~~~v. n :~ould' not predlot the outo~me. tfi. He_endins.r 1Ia. 
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..... ~4~~~.'fl~&t~•.•to.. Thet a~!_ho"ey.1!, ...•• 
. •..'1,.. care .Deiac tl1ad on rbe.aa:u~i.otlll••1" 

.. There 18, however, i no posj:lb111.,·,o:( 
... '11.....16 "hethel' \he... aft or are no hell" t. "hel' ale.l"p"~SOD•.•",,>\1, t,o. th.· ia*~o decide whether 'tbe, recoplse the' 'ltl"ot, . 
.~:'..nt.J'_'. 'The 'fH9.S\U7 will 8Ot .. deal with 'blook.a. ••s:,.'., 

.,'.. . 

.. ,;,'J' the
MO.._dat1on of the HAC has 'been adopte", , : '. , ........', 
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.·W. explaIn.. to fib. Ketzser 1M lapUe.tlon.8. of ~~~~r..q·'" . 
' ••. 0\\2' ·proble... ae ~ 10_ h1D'. of ~h. po.alb111,".:O' .-..... 

.• b.,.een thi. pollc, anA our· req1&.st. b"'1 WAe Dot. Mit "a~." the 
.1."afto. of thts , •••'loa. Be Wa' ..,1111.ac ,.t.llow "'-'.8""1-, when 
' ..··:tl....... tor die••saloaa .1th the "Ma:.-_l1 ft aQuatries.lt ••• )ala 


e,p.....·._.'.. ·OIl··etba.' it ., De b8tt'.r t. rea,A a,•., 1l11.e. .. :111 "_.......•.' .•. ' •.'v~.•.•ea'•
... 111roo' .81a.. otUl1tl.e tl oollfU.t bet••en 'hell" ......,. and ova u,ad.,. 'ii: .' 
Awa" oto.1' act.\on oa'~~PO.'d 'e4.n.1LeDllatl~Jt.···(he.. ·pat"1i...·."'!~.p.•'e4 
1n our t1rst 4180uI.loa . .' eft 'hl....",r),p•• aq"e.'e4 .,' i'~,tW'. . 
ago euoha prooedure. to the Dutch who.anted l~ ,e' h014ot.1J;Jd:ll1.. . 
dollars wotthoteecurltles deposited 1n New tork 1n the nrun8· otJd:.••1ns 
peraons (their llWllbe,. 18 about 3,000).1 

. AeCQrd1llg to Mr. Metager,. the oveJ"Whelalng portion of 'GUah· 
and. Cachoslovalt assets have alreadl been out"c1ert1t1ed, I..e. deblooke4J 
the remainder does' not exoeed aOlle i all110a dpl1ars. HiCIrd not kn.w. 
however, to wbat. extent the banks complied with the requests for paJ'Dlent. 

I 

We disoussed w1 th Mr. Metzger 1n sr~at deta1l the problem of 
State Leg1s1at1on o~ he1rlesltunde. (He work.eIi on the b1ll last ,ear). 
He t"elt that the Department of Just1oE/mal be lopposed to sta.te Leglslatlon 
81noe 1t m&J oonfllot w1th the planned act10n !bl the OAk. He .' also thought' 

. 	 I 
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that Federal aot1on wl11 cover pract1cally all cases. I. 1nd1 CUlted, 

however, tba' Federal aotion 18 1mpossible 1n the c1tedoases ot Po1and 

aD4 Ozeohoslovakia and that there may well be other such out-oertified 

a$set. "hioh could be made ava1lable onl, under State leg1sla.tion.

It was his content1on that the State will not be w1ll1ng to enaot a 

statute without a guarantee by the Federal Government <as re~u.s'ed 

1.8t rear) and that th1s - as well as the prov1s1ons of the New Xor.k 

Stat. Constitut1on - makes USA leg1slat1on imperat1ve; the opposlt~ol\ 


.ot the Department of .lu.tiee would theretl)r8 make a Stllte law ·ll1probable.
Upon our suggest1on, he agreed to arrange tor us a meet1ng wlth.tBe 

. eo.patent representatives ot the Solicitor General some dar next . 
....k. 

,,',. ,~, r~t ~"/' ."~~ 
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Nehemiah Robinson 
, ~ebrual7 12, 1948 

Report on my trip to Wa8hl~ton, 
, February 11" 1§4G, i 

i 
(In the v1sits described in (1) and (2) I was'acoompanied 
bl Messrs. Bouks'tein (Jew1sh Agenol) and, Rock (Joint); in 
the vialts referred to in (3) and (5) by Mr. Rook). 

I 
I saW during this trip the following persons 1n the following 

matters: '~~~~i__________~ 

.. I . 

(1) Mr. lsenberier, Oftice 2: Allen Propertl (OAP) 
. .' .' . .' . ~ . . . : 

We discussed the draft ot an ame'iidi'e'nt $6tothe ,TradIng
1 ' 

with the Enaml Act, by v1rtue of which the P~esident could assign to 

an agency, deBlt>ne.t~d 'by him, unclaimed propert;y which. belonged, to 

eneDllnationals persecuted on raCial, religlo;u80r poli ti,,81· grounda.

1". turther considered the beet way of getting this leglt!la:~,l()n 

1n1tiateii.:, it oould be done, either by Ii spec,ial bill or by attachlng 

l·t toB111H. 1044 (which deale with the' diep,osition of G€rman and 

Japanese assets1n this count:r/,,). Th1sbl11;passed the House 8.nd 1s 

expected to come up 1n part before a su~oo~1ttee of the J~diclal"1 

Committee of the Senate on Feb. 17 and 19. ~r. Isenberger felt that 

1.4044wa8 controversial, that the Of'f'ice of Allen Property had to 

oppose some of ltsprovisions as adoptedbl the House, th8.t there ' 

was no .time to prep&re the attaohment properly. and that, if we attach 

our b11l to 1 t" it' Di81appeal' as a competl tion .to. AmerIcan claimants. 

He adv1sed therefore a separate b11l ." although headmitted that .... 

Repr. Oeller udghtbe right 1n assuming that lit might be d1ffioult to 

introduoe this separate b111eoon. It was dec1ded .tOBOUJasi out some. 

Representatives or Senators on tt~s question~ 


, 
iThe -draft, a& prepared by the OAP.iWa,S only tentat1ve and will 

'be discussed by the Jew1sh organ1zatlons. .Prima facle, I· opposed the 
. iJiol"slon of a oood1 tioll that property 8houl~ be turned over . to the 
successor oI'lanlzatlon not onl,· br virtue otl the expiratlon of a 
speoified time l1ndt, but also under the cond1t10n that the deSignated 
8uthorl.tles are satisf1ed that the owner 1s dead and left no heirs. 
I feared that thls provision (drafted 1n ver'1cau.tlo11S terms and 
destined to reaSSlllre the legislators .that only bona fide heirless proper
t1 will be turned over to the successor organiza.tion] Dl81. be bal'llful -. 
as a precedentcontra17 to the pr1noiples <es:tablished in the restitut10n 
laws and satellite,peace treaties and be1nvQked by Switzerland to . 
sabotage act10n on heirless and unclaimed funds there. 

, 

Wta stressed briefl/" also ·the queet:1on ra1sed by me as to the 
etfect of the reoent recommendatIon of the N,atlonal Adv1sory Council 
(NAC) on the disposit10n of blocked funds belonging to Itll4s.rshalll 
countries (see below, in (2). Mr. Isenberger was not wholl, au courant 
of· this question. although he bad worked on Ii t some .time ago. He advised 
us tG contact other offi01als 1n the OAf. 

,,I 34J,~!-80·· 
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(2) Messrs. Sbam..and .Wmont (OAf) 

. These gentlemen confirmed in broad l1nes what we assumed: 
At ~:Bent there are agreements w1 th ,the. Western countried (exoept . 
Eng d) acoording to which assets blocked during the war are belngtreed 
11' tbe owner fl1es an applloatlon and the government oEtrti't1ea tbat no 
enelDJ lnterests are·involved.A port1on of these assets has alreadJ 
been deblocked, for the residue (a few hundred mllllon dollars) a 
speoifled period (runnlngsomewhat untll June) wl11 be &nno~nced,during
wblch applica.tions may be liled. Atter the expiratlon of this tlme, the 
asaets (now under the Treasury Department) wl11.go over to the Jur1sdiotlon 
otthe OAl, which w1ll make a 'oansu. and transmlt the 11stsof unclaimed 
assete to the government of the country of origln•. This government wlll 
have to cert1f, the non"';eneml character of the funds and wl11 reoelve all 
these tunds tor lta own U8e. Non-certified assets wl11 be presumed to 
be. eDem, funds and dlsposed ot 1f the owner dtes not tl1e a suit or proves
otherw1se his non-enemy character. The same prinCiple wl11 apparently be 
apPlied. 'aleo to Swiss funds. The s~ c. x-depoe!ts (1.e. deposi ts whoee 

,holderee.re des1gnated by nwnbers or otherwlse&ept S90ret) wl1l be . 
required to ·be made known and cert1f1edas non-enemt funds; all not 
dls010sed x-depoal t8 wl1l be presumed to be eneoly-owned. 

Messrs. Sham and Lamont (as apparentl,the whole Offloe) were 
nota.are of the problem tod1stlnguleh (1n regard. to thellsts to be' . 
submitted to the governments) between asset. tor whomolaimant are avail 
able and thoBe which became masterless. I lndioa.ted that if th. govern-. 
mentsare g1 ven the opPQrtunl ty to oertlfy the non-'enem1 oharaoter of th. 
assete, the,w11l dO so ln regard to all funda and thus acqulre helrl.ess 
propertr- whioh 1.s oontrary to the terrltonal oharacter of esoheat· 
and, the laws of thls country. They read11, agreed that this 1s an . 
important problem and that the, wl11 make a recommendation to the etfect 
of exoluding masterless propertles from the transfer to the governments 
'hUB leavlng tbem ln the Jurlsalotion ~ ot the OAf and ass1gnable 
under the proposed 1eglslat10n - to a succesSOr organizat1on. They in
dlcated that the 8:tateDepartlient, whloh wll1 oonduct.thenegot1atlons,
will also have to be persuaded 1n .thls senee and advlsed.u8 also to contact 
thei'orelgn Funds Control of the. TreasurJ. 

Aocord1ns to these offic1als, there 1s thetendenc1 to make 

similar arrangements al40 ln regard of Pollsh and Ozeohoslovak assets 

at a later date - whioh would further extend theappllcabl11t7 pt the 

proposed Federal Statute. . 

At the end we discussed wlth them the proposed blll and the 

problem of asoertaining theapproxlmate'amounts lnvolved. 


. '. .... 

(3) Mr. Karasslk. (Department of state, Divlsion of Occup1ed Areas) . 
. . 

. The d1scuss10n referred to the deslgnatlon ot the J.ew1e,bResU tAt
tlon Commlss10n and the role of the Department· of State in the mat"'t'erot 
~ij@C.refi§Ii:Anr"'to above. ACoording to the information received from :Mr. 
Xarasslk (supplemented by lnformation trom Mr. Hemmendlnger), the reported
cable by Qen. Olay bas not yet reaohed the State Department. The, are 
stl1l worklng under the handleapof the War Department'll opposltlon and the 
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lukewa~ attitude of some of their own peOple. Mr. Karasslk felt that 
nfidential lnformatloR,he recelyed~d8J, ~nd1cated a more favorable 

co although he would not predlct the outpome. Mr. Hemmendlnger was 
'~~4. d' meet with representatlves of the, War Department and - atter 

, 	 e:rpose nt 0 _ 1)he situation mal be olarified. There was a dlst1nct 
~.8:S:~~11:~=:t the a.eldon will be podpo"ed teJl;l,al':ew :t;ke, air~ae 
~t the offio1als 1nvolved wl1l leave soon fo~ Lond~1!i '~;l:I'lS: 8 nO:. . 

~L~~~~!!:~""~-~~~.~~.~.~ aad ,.trlp~rtit~~lt~':~~~~~~~~.~ ..~,~ , ,. .0 ,~-=/ (41 . Mr- 11&1n8 and Mis. Sohwarz (T"&fJurl P!lartmen", .., "" p' '" 

. 1:; ~scuBsedwl th tbem the present prOced~N un4~r" the,:,of;r.t(:~fb~ii,~n 
. a.rt~~~~ents an4tbe1r role under the proposed PQll~1ott}ut"~~~~~:::":;,~tltll . 
; . tolP; .'.,...... t!lat .t~,~d not deal wi ththe oert1~ioa~1~ni,~~ce';"',~i:!p~~ 

.. ,., .. ,.._...~~i~:"=t~;:~lf~":d.:~I.:'l~!~~:h:t:~st~;Ra:!~ .•t~:w:!:~~~:~~r{he

..t,th,at. m~l app~lo8.1ii()llSare'beingtiledo~ beha;t!1;of' m19~1Ilg:'.~~~~,~s

'bJ:O\lstod1ansor curators. There ls, however, no; pOstSlbill~;r'.f.i~'a.f!;~1!t"G
alJllq whether-there are OJ' are no hell's to these ~sslng ,persone,.,',.I'lI' 
1.:.~pto . the bank '~o deQlde whether they recognize the tl.t'le.~,of·1i~~'D- ' 
c~mailt.r· net. ··The Treasul7 will not .. deallJ;ithblOOlU;d~ a~siEt;1a~·;~~:tr the 
lHtA'(JmmeDktlon of, the NAObas been adopted. .' ',' ."" "" 

; .... 
" .. ~ ',- ' . 

til Ijr.MetW' (S~a,e Deparlm!nt. Offlc)e of Legal Mv1serl,>, , .. ' 
. 	 . . . .-..,' . I . . -. ',- , '-" " ,.. ' -' 

'/':, . We expla1ned to l!4r.lileti.ier the 1mpl1cat1onsoft~tf'iP~()p,~si4 
:p~~~.•r: oP. our pl'9'blem., He ~a4 some b1ftU8 ot!the posslbiltt':j-\ei:, .!f:~~n- ' 
t:u.;.~.between this pollcy and our· request. butt was not.full18"are'if: the 
lmpq~,.tance of tlUs question. He Was. wllUna totollo" ,OU~ ';.lillggj81&t'~ when 
tha't:tll1l8 oomes for 41eousslons w1ththe'Mars.hall lt countrlis.'X·twaa his 
op~~on.'hat. 1.,t mao1 be 'better to reach' a .. ~mls.e.. 	 ..com.:pr w1;tlltho.',.;.tre.;go.j'!~.,.;:ents 
e~l\c~ otherwise a contUot bet"sell thelr 4~...~e and ~~rs,~;ra~~sj•• :';: ' 
~ware of: our &ot1on. on the proposed 'ederal LeI1Blatlon(h.papt1..4-p~te41
in our first discussion bt:llt Oil this matter), !.1I.e sU8.geateda;t.•• 'tgs 
ago such a prooedure to the Dutch who wanted to get h.old'ot;.le'm11UOD
dollars wo»thot securities depos1ted in New ,York 1n the name of lil1eslng 
persons (their number 1s about 3,000). I 

I 
. . Acoordlng to Mr. Metzger, the overwh~lmlngportlon of Polish 

and Cacnoslovak. assets have already been out-certified,. l.e. deblooltedJ 
the remainder doeanot exceed some I:) million dollars. Hi'dI'd not know, 
bowever, to what extent the banks complled wit~ the requests for pa7Dlent. 

I 

We d1soussed with Mr. Metzger in great detall the problem.of
State Legislation on)1 helrlessfunds. (He worke4- on the 'bl11 last year). 
He felt that the Department of Just10e may be opposed to state Legis1at1on 
slnce it IDaJ oonflict w1th the planned action by the OAP. He. also thought' 

I 
I 
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that l"ederalaotlon w11l cover practically all cases. I indicated, 
however, that Federal aotion ls impossible in the olted,oases of Poland 
aad Ozechoslovakia and that there may well be other such out-certlfled 
assetewhleh could be IllB.de ava.ilable only under State leglsla.tlon.
It was ~. contention that the State will not be wllling to enaot a. 
statute wlthout a guarantee by the Federal Government (a.s requested
last lear) and that thls - as well as the provisions of the New lork 
State Constlt\ltlon - makes USA legislation 1mperative; the opposition 

·ot the Department of Justlce would therefl)re make a St!ltelaw lmprobable. 
, Upon our Buggestion, he ,agreed to arrange tor us a meet1ng wl th the 
, oompetent representatlves of the So1101tor General some dal next . 
,week. 
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
3 East 54th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

M E M 0 RAN- DUM 

CONFIDENTIAL- October 3, 1962 

To: Exeoutive Committee 

From: Saul Kagan 

I am delighted to advise you-that the Senate House Conference 
Committee just recommended the a~option of the Heirless Property Bill. 
It is expected that the House and the Senate will accept the recom
mendation of theoonferees and pass the legislation. It should be 
recalled that we have been fighting for this legislation for more 
than ten years. I will advise you as soon as the Bill passes both 
Houses and is signed by the President. . 

The passage of this legislation will undoubtedly be publicized 
in the Jewish press and we will be confronted witb many-requests from 
organizations and individuals. As far as individuals are concerned, 
the office will make it clear that tbe JRSO is not in a position to 
deal with individual requests. The Executive Committee will have to 
establish a procedure for processing applications from organizations 
engaged in relief and rehabilitation programs for the benefit of 
victims ot Na~i per8ecut~on in the United States. 

I am enclosing tor your information tbe excerpttrom the 

Congressional Record containing the text of the BlII as well as the 


. transcript otthediscussion on the Senate floor. - Please note that a 
number of steps will have to be taken bytqe ~xecutiveBranch as well 
as by the JRSO before funds will actually be made available to us. 



EXCERPT FROM CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

MR. KEATING. Mr. President. I call up my amendment identified as 

"9-11-6Z-c,," and ask that it be stated. The amendment is offered by me on 

behalf of myself" the Senator from Michigan (Mr. Bart)" the Senator from 

New York (Mr. Javits)" and the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Scott). 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The LEGISLATIVE CLERK.. At the appropriate place in the bill it is pro•. 
posed to" add a new section" to read as follows.: 

Sec.-. (a) Section 32 (h) of the Trading With the Enemy Act is amended 

by striking out all that follows the first sentence in the first paragraph 


--"dcfwff-tllrcfagh-tllEf-th1rd-paragraph" and inserting in lieu thereof the follO'tling: 
"In the case of any organization not so designated before the date o"f en
actment of this amendment, such organization may be so designated only if it 
applies for such designation within three months a"fter such date of enactment. 

liThe President" or such officer as he may designate" shall, before the 
expiration of the one"year period which begins on the date of enactment . 
of this amendment, payout of the War Claims Fund to organizations designated 
before or a"fter the date of enactment of this amendment pursuant to this sub
section the sum of $500,000. If there is more than one such designated 
organization, such sum shall be allocated among such organizations in the pro
portions in which the proceeds ofl':leirless property were distributed, pursuant 
to agreements to which the United States was a party" by the Intergovernmental 
Committee for Refugees and successor organizations thereto. Acceptance of 
payment pursuant to this subseotion by any such organization shall constitute 
a full and complete discharge of all claims "filed by such organization pur~ 
suallt to this section, as it existed before the date of enactment of this 
amendment. 

"No payment may be made to any organization designated under this section 
unless it has given firm and responsible assurances approved by the President 
that (1) t~ paymerjt will be used Oll the basis of need in the rehabilitation 
and settlement of persolls in the Ullited States who suffered substantial 
deprivation of liberty or failed to enjoy the full rights of citizenship 
withill the meaning of subdivisions (C) and (D) of subsectioll (a) (2) of this 
section; (2) it Will make to the President" with a copy to be furnished to 
the Congress, such reports (including a detailed annua+ report on the use of 
the payment made to it) and permit such examination of its books as the 
PreSident" or such officer or agency as he may deSignate" may from time to 
time require; and (3) it Will not use any part of such payment "for legal "fees, 
salaries, or other administrative expenses connected with the filing of claims 
for such payment or for the recovery of any property or interest under this 
section. /I 

(b) The first sentence of section 33 of. such Act is amended by etrildng 
out all that follows" "whiohever is later" and inserting a period. 

34·1 ':.I!~. 9°4..., 



-2

. (c) Section 39 of such Act is amended by adding at the end of sub
section (b) the following new sentence: "Immediately upon the enactment of 
this sentence, the Attorney General shall cover into the Treasury of the 
United States, for depoeit into the War Claims Fund, from property vested . 
in or transferred to him under this Aot, the sum of $500,000 to make payments 
authorized under section 32 (h) of this Act." 

MR. KEATING. Mr. President, this amendment is known as the heirless' 
property amendment. . . 

In the last Congress - the 86th - the other body passed and the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary favorably reported to the Senate a bill (H.R.6462) 
identical to this amendment. While the bill was pending on the Senate 
Calendar, the President of the United States , then Senator Kennedy, made a 

" . ··--strong--plea··on--the··Senate floor for ita consideration. He stated: 

I urge that the Senate pass this bill. It is technically an amendment 
to the Trading with the Enemy Act. In substance, however, it isa measure 
which makes possible use of funds which were owned by persons who were 
persecuted by the Nazis, and who died Without heirs, for the benefit of needy 
and surviving former persecutees who are now in the United states. 

"The policy of the United' states has for years been that former persecutees 
should be able to recover the property which was sequestered during the war 
because they were - though the first victims of Hitler -technically "enemy 
nationals~tt Four years agos the Congress provided that property of such 
persons who had died without heirs - mostly killed in Hitler's concentration 
camps - should be used for assistance in the United states to peedy survivors. 
Thousands of claims to such property were filed by the duly designated succeB~ 
sor organization, the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, which had 
previously performed a similar task in the American Zone of Germany. H.R.6462 
merely provides a bulk settlement of these thousands of eXisting claims • 

. The Trading with the Enemy Act imposes a ceiling of $3 million on these' 
claims. 1I.R. 6462 settles them for $500,000. The Office of Alien Property 
supports this amou~t, and it seems fair as a prompt settlement. " 

A bulk settlement is in the interest of both the U.S. Government - which 
would otherwise be faced with administrative costs of an enormous amount in 
proportion to the total of the claims - and the surviving persecutees,who 
are in desperate need. 

Unfortunately, Senator Kennedy"s eloquent plea was not heededj and the 
Senate adjourned without completing action on the measure. 

"Early in this session of the COnS~ess, I introduced a Qill (s. 708) 
identical to the bill which was allowed to die in the 86th Congress. It 
was cosponsored by Senator JAVITSand Senator KEFAUVER. The administration 
has given this measure its full support. The previous administration endorsed 
Similar legislation, although for a lesser amount than the amount involved 
here. The House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce unanimously' 
reported a companioD bill in the House, but the House bill has pot yet been 

. l~~' ..~,'1:
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. scheduled for action. The Senate Committee on the Judiciary, despite its 
favorable report on this measure in the 86th Congress, has given it no con
sideration whatever in this Congress. I am confident, however, that if 
approved by the Senate, it Will be accepted in the other body and will 
final~ be enacted into law~ . . 

A brief explanation of the provisions of the amendment Will make clear 
its meritorious purposes. . 

Brief1Y stated, the history of this legislation is as follows: 

Mr. President, I shall appreciate it if - now that the amendment is 
about to be explained - the Senate will be in order. 

'rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. Let there be order. The Senate will be in order. 

··-··---~MR:-KEATING-~-··-Mf~-·Presldent; I repeat that this measure, which is known 
as the heirless property amendment, has the support of the administration. 

A brief history of the amendment is as follows: 

The Trading with the Ene~ Act authorized the vesting by the Alien 
Property Custodian of all "enemy" property. Thus, vesting .orders took title 
in the United States to all property found here of so-called enemy nationals, 
even if those persons were subject to persecution under the Hitler regime. 
The inequity in this was apparent; and iwmediately after the war, section 32 
was added to the Trading with the EnemY Act. That section, in general, pro.
vided that the Alien Property Custodian should return, on the filing of claims, 
the property of persons who had been subjected to persecution ongrounds of 
race, religion, or political belief. 

In the years that followed, it became clear that a number of these 
eligible claimants - persecutees - would never appear to file their claims. 
The reason was that they, together with their entire families, had perished 
in the infamous concentration camps. The surviving persecutee, or the 
persecutee who left aeon or daughter, could file his claim and regain his . 
property. But a substantial amount of property remained vested, which had been 
owned by persecutees, but as to which there was in fact no claimant because 
the claimant and his family had been exterminated. 

In these Circumstances, subsection (h) was added.to section 32 of the act. 
The effect of subsection (h) was to make it possible for a "successor organi
zation" to file claims to the' property of persecutees who had died without 
known heirs - or what has come to be known as "heirless property. II It was 
declared to be the policy of the United states, as reflected in this sub
section that such heirless property should be returned to a successor 
organization. Its proceeds were to be used by that organization ~ or organi
zations - for the relief and rehabilitation of needy surviving persecutees 
who were in the United States. A successor organization was to be designated 
bY the President. 

Because of the nature of Nazi persecutio~, it is of course clear that 
.the great bulk of the persecutees, and of the heirless property, was of 

,'Jewish, origin.
. 3 4:1~!;94' 

Thus, the organization Which applied for Presidential 
. 
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designation was a New York membership corporation known as the Jewish 
Restitution Successor Organization. This organization had previously. been 
designated in the American Zone of Germany, and had performed there in a 
manner which earned the' cotllIllBndation of General Clay ant\ others connected 
with military government. It undertook the obligations required by the 
statute; and in January 1956 it was designated by President Eisenhower. 

From the outset, it was apparent tQat to process each of tbese claims 
.	would bean impossible administrative task. The solution proposed by this 
amendment is to make a bulk settlement of· the claims based on a reasonable 
appraisal of the claims. 

Statements favoring a bulk settlement are in the record from the 
Department of State and from various charitable organizations - Catholic 
Relief Services, tbe American Jewish Committee, Church World Services, and 

...... the-American._Jewish ..Congress. The oply qllElstion raised about the desirability 
of the bulk settlement was raised by tbe Department of Justice in the' 86th 
Congress as to the amount, when the suggested amount of the settlement was 
$1 million; and by the Bureau of the Budget, which has pointed out that the 
provable claims, under present standards of law which would be applicable 
to individual claimants,are in the estimated amount of $500,000, which is 
the amount in the amendment. Thus, it is entirely agreed by all that a bulk 
settlement is necessary to obviate long and tedious - and expensive 
administrative proceedings, Which would burden both tbe claims agencies and 
the successor organization. And it has also been agreed that $500,000 is a . 
minimal and reasonable amount of sucb a settlement. 

Actually, it is clear that heirless property exists in amounts sub
stantiallY larger than the amount stated, in this amendment. Thus, in the 
original enabling legislation - section 32(h) - a ceiling amount of $3 million 
was set,after hearings. In previous Congresses, bulk settlement legislation 
in the' amount of $1 million has been proposed. Here, it seems to be the 
opinion of the Office of Alien Property snd the Bureau of the Budget that 
$500,000 would be the amount of claims provable under present standards, 
applicable to individual claimants. 

It fS evident that this proposal has had careful and thorough consider
ation over many years. It is a fair and humanitarian measure for putting 
to use property we.hold in trust for the victims of a horrible era of cruel 
persecution. 

Mr. President, this amendment deserves our support. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The. question is on agreeing to the. amendment 

of the Senator from New York (Mr. Keating). 


MR. IONG of Iouisianl;l. Mr. President, I am not fully sure I understand 
the Senator's amendment. 

MR. KEATING. I know of the Senator's interest in it. 

MR. LONG of Louisiana. Will the Senator try to give me the gist of it? 

i' ;:l4 J.,{~~~'5. 
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The Senator from New York knows that a number of Senators were discussing 
. certain other matters in connection ~th this legislation while the Senator 

was explaining his a.mendment.· If' the Senator will give me a thumbnail sketch 
of it, since I believe I have some familiarity With it, that will be suf- . 
ficient. 

MR. KEATING. May I read briefly to the Senator from louisiana what 
Senator Kennedy said about this measure in the 86th Congress? I think it is .• 
an eloquentsta1mJ.ent, and I believe it will answer the question which the 
Senator from Louisiana has asked. The proposal before us is identical with' 
the bill he was then talking about. Senator Kennedy said: . 

I urge that the Senate pass this bill; It is technically an amendment 
,.- ......	to-the...Trading._With. the. Enemy Act. In substance" though, 1 t is a measure 

which makes possible the use of funds which.were owned by persons who 'Were 
persecuted by the Nazt and who died witbout any heirs, for the benefit of 
needy and surviving former persecutees who are now in the United States. 
The policy of the United states has for years been that former persecutees--,.. 

MR. lONG of louisiana. Mr. President, .if I may interrupt the Senator, 
as I understand, this amendment involves only $500,000. Is that correct? 

MR. KEATING. That is correct, and this measure was approved in the 
. 86th Congress even in the Judiciary Committee, which is quite an unusual 

feature, I may say to the Senator. 

MR. lONG of Louisiana. I shall certainly vote for the Senator's 
amendment. 

MR. KEATING. I hope the amendment will be approved. 

The PRESIDING OFFlCER. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
of the Senator from New York. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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December 18, 1962 
\ 

Mr. E. Spier \
Amsterdam-C 

1Nes teinde 24" 


RE: Dutch seturities 

Dear Mr. Spier: 

'1 ha~e received your letter of 

November 28. 


. . .... As yqu probablyki10W, the),Gi'!Y,,,provlding for 
':a'··'ll.)mp settlement of unclaimed assets vested in . the 
USA was under preparation for several years. .The bill. 
was unchanged on several occasions adopted by one 
hous~ of the CO~9ress but not by the other,Itis 

. original provisions c0ul~ not be modified becau~e 
this would make its passage impossible. One of the' 
provisions is. that themonays must be spent. in the 
U~. . . . . 

. 1 know that. Mr. Jacobsbnis'worklng, for 
the International Cooperation Administration. I see 
ho reason why his assist.ance sho"\lld not be invoked. 
Hpwever, the. JRSO has not yet.p:ovided me with an 
answer .whether the bulk se.ttlement also included the 
butch securities or not. . 

Sincer.aly. yours t 

N. ROBINSON 

NR:IA 
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January 12, 1948 

To: Dr. Kubowi t zk1, Dr. Marcus 
From: N. Rob1nson 

Re)~"'-~eB-~~:t-;~-S}~-~:}J--~ 
Attached please find copy of a letter received from the 

Department of State. . 

It was obvious that the other organizations would be 1nfol"med . 
about 'our proposal (concern1ng the USA), and that we would have 
to let them partic1pate therein. 

There are certa1n po1nts which may requ1re previous 
agreement. between us,for 1nstance, on the kind oforgan1zation 
to receive. these assets. It may be useful to discuss them soon. 



'.Q. .• " ' I 

DEPARl'DJlT 0' STATE 
.. Wa8hin~'ol1 ... 

. My. dear ~•.'Ro)1naoD: 

'. .IR"ep~ ~o ,o'fUle,,'e:r 01 Deoe.D.er, ..., 194'J \. Mr~,a:ra.lkJ ". 
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Ne otiations 'on, 

On ,January 2+, Dr. N. Robina on together with representative8ol'oth~rJeviish 
organizations disoussed with representatives of the state Department and of 
the ottioe' of the Alien ilroperty Custodian his draft ot a bill whioh would 
provide tor the assignment to a speoia 1 organizatiollof 1,11 heirless assets. 
vested wi th the Alien Property Custodian.. the Jewi.h representatives were 
told that the U.S. Congress probably would not~ at the present tUne, look 
wi th f'avor upon the req",est that 250 million dollars be allotted_ ~n a lump 
sum for Jewish purposea. .The ohief of the legislatiw branch or the' Alien . I 

Property Custodian PrOmised to assign one of his assistants, to draft ,the 
final version of the bill and invit~ tne Jewish representatiyos to new dis
oussions as soon as it is ready. Or. N.Robinaon advooated that the bill 
be sponsorG& bytbe State Department a~d the ~lien.i?ropert,. Custodian• 
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May 14. 1946 

TO: Dr. N. Robinson 

FRQ\I!: 
, 

RE: Alien Property-Return 

1118 latest development on the aiien property return 
problem is that Representative Celler has introd~ced 
before the House Committe. on the Judioiary now oon
duoting hearings an H~ll. 5089 the amenamentm ioh W8 

so violently opjeoteld to When })Work informed us of' it 
about two weeks ago. I 8mlose a oopy of the bill which 
we drafted to meet the oriticisms levelled against the 
Mead bill. The attached letter to Representative Cellar 
explains our objections to his proposed amendlnentand 
indioates wherein oor bill insures cc::mplete coverage. 

EN:lo 
EnO., 
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..... lilt ...a...... ,... -.'e .".....u. tor JOU' elf... iIIi 
.18 _$1". 

.-..u J. 1UILlI· 
.'. 0hW, O""'ltaat . 
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A BILL 

1'0 em.end St,ction 32 (a) of the l:radlng With the iDemy A.ct of October 

/ 
 6,1911, !i.S lUaantiad. 


1 . De 1 t enacted by t..'le SeD8.te end Rouse of Repreaenttt-. 

2 t1ves of' the Un1t(td 8ta.tes of A.mel..-1Cfi in Con,re;'l~ e,c"'rembled. 

a thet {s.} 6ubd1rilion (c) 0.£ subsection (e.l (2) of soction 

• .52 of tbefr~ti~ng.W'~ ,.n,~ .. En-1 Act ~f.Octo\:ier 8;' 1911, 

--5--e;lr~ijln~nl!ed-{Publ1"cIiaG ~22, $event3~n1nth Oongres~),1 s 

6 t;,mend.,d by 1n:.liertirq~ bEil.'ol"e theae.'tIicolon tit th~ end of such 


7 subdivision the f6llowingl "or e,f.l .1ndiv:idual who, while IS r"eaiden\ . :, 

:i 

8 in territor:; under tbe control ofs.uch n6.tion, wae deprived of life, 

9 liberty or property dg'ilt.!1 Pi MY Ie.", decr~~e or l'Ggulgtion ofsu.ch 

;l..O nation. or tho territory unoet'· i te control a1 f:JCrimiJl!'l;..ting l1gdnfiit 

11 r&chl~ rellglcus. or polit1cal,roups, 01" art indlvidue:l who, ea lit. 

12 cODee':iu~c0 of fi,'tq la., c.ecree or regl1ll~tion of the nBUOtl of \mlch 

l~ he was~entt e1 tha'al or aUbJ eot dj eodm11llt ting !.gaList t'!.cilll, rellg.iou(;) 

:14 or pol:1,t1c€ll; gI'Otlps •.. b~uo at. no tlfl'1e a1nce DeCelDku'.T,1941, enjoyed full 

15 dghte':ef.,c1 thensh1punder the law of such D~tion. ~ 

~6 ,. (bhSul:>dJ. -rleion (ii) of. such Dubnctionl S &!Dended by 

17 1nsertingefter tbeword -war- the follvwingl "other than aD :lndiv1du«il 

19 deprivedot life,llberty or propa.l'ty rights})] liny 1,,;w, decrr' € or t'egu

20 Intion ,ofeucbnation or the territory under its control d1$crt':h:ln~,t:1ng 

21 a&l;.'ln&tT'lltchl, eliglout1 or poll tl!~,,'lgl:'oupf;, or i,::n individuel ~ho, f1!'l a 

22 consequ<.ince of any 10., UElct'l';tl or rogl.1lation of' the Dti,ti<m ot wbi~h hO'l'f6f;· 

3 A1 f'A.6. ' ·t.J.'.l ~, ·V. . . . 
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"') .... 



NEW YORK 23, N. Y • .. 

Circle 6.1900. 

',. 

,;P~J~,e.Ji>r~s~n,~~tJ;veQ'at>l:ll designed ~orestore t.o,th6s:e who w~'r.e ol.e;r[Y:th~
'"'-"'~"'''~ :.:.~~." ., .:,.,.',.:,.... ~. '~-';'.,:,) '~"; ..... ~. -: -' . 
 .. .' .~., 


poHt ieal'pe,rse\clUtion. theirpit'oper:ty.v.i~,lfms, of Niiw~i relig~:o\ls, racial 
I' .<. ~'; .."':.: ; .... ';,:'. ,I '+~.,.~' .. ~, . . 

" 

~.:g: ... t}j1~9~untry •. The.:bHl" bas'edstud;i'es of :tl~e Imer·ic:~i:i'~~W.1Sh O.;)~rce¢"~,~: 
, " :,' '"; ,'. ;",' ',~ ~ , ," .,.. '. . : ',,,. 

'Q~t~X;~' )he:d.-ouble:test' ~f "d~priVat Itin' of 1if~., :l{'b'~~'t,~ ':~;'p~:6p~;tyright:s~' . 
. " ""'I\.,:\: . .;.y " ','\" .' , t, -':'- '. • . . ,. 

:,.~~. '~~.':,.~," .•·~~.,'~~.r!~~~~.~~n."'f .. ()~. ~n..j.·oY,·.]nent 0.£" ':tights of qitj;zJ~s~.i~"a..s·. t.he standai~"
" i'~,~ ,: ....~ (~.< ~:.. ::.:.,'~,~ ,';,~~ ','.' , 


:n~~r'wb;ioh. e:J..igi~.il.i,tytoreJtur,+,of. rti is.to ,b,e. (lle,termint:l.d:.eommelltln:g 

'. ?:,'".;", ,:-> ::' '; '>,,'" "~ '~::",'••>.~, ...>t;" . ." .. ~': .. ,' . ":'; ".j '. ..J~::~"'>.. : .... ",.~:;' ':".;~~, ",: ~. . f ,
t ".;' ti>' 

< . o~ :~qe faot that P,~bHo L...w 322. 4~~i~:M<j.~Ch<;;l::thiS .:rea,r,d:1d. notj _ 
y ,. }, ' I , ,." • I ,." I I .' • ~ I' • , .'" • . ',' 

"Q~.~ ~ p~ ~o.~.ms. ?~}~ctttY~f ·'l'.~~eJ~Xf~~:~~~j;;;'t;'t~~qh ~aid l! 

. l' . ItT~ --sail, thB.,t, :t>e~~us'e' :of '8. :raS':lCi.U.8.1 lteormidal s,t~a:t.u.sas"~aneniy' 
" " r~". "~~; , "'~J i;-:' ':'" :~;:.}; ,;.~>:;'I' ',,;.:,\ "" 5" '" '. " '. 

ll~~,.ron~p; qt: s~J?jec;t$J~: '. ··r~c:i(:tl~:r.el:d,gious orpol$~ 

.,.... ii~'il~r~~;/:~/.6S{t~~i" . 11b.A~or ;p;op~tt~,,;~r 
'.. who'.'w,ere:;~errived of ftill' rights O.fc'Lti~e"":-

_,f.,'. , ,,!:, .,,' \ ,;' 

O'Ned;"'a:~i€igl~C~' \0' 'it· an<;iF 

{;~k~::,;.·.:i,;L;~i,~~~t Jltf~~i :B,;iO 
" :;":";{:': ~<;::: ,: ~" <,,~ , ' 

,:~ '( :'\'. .' 

Ii.~r.S(ons who~f~~iij:~~~Ei~ 

.. ..0d~.:ti~~~,t'r~~~;:s:i~r~
.' e'l't izens ,a.nd,:r.€i,al'd;an:t's;.;0:fF·'t'h,\~'. '.' 

'. T ~.: ••• : .. I-··.r \.,,:,-' ...... 'I ••• ~.':.: ·· •.:·:.r. 'r.~.\ .(,.,.,..(,.....:':", .,'. 



'. ;'-~, to ""''.II.... n~ll the. ~. thwAct .t C.'.ll., .,1,\, .~ 
'",.,,~,~'~~_r~ ~t, ,.,41, atl &a-".f ~~. 4.~ ..lb,")dB4 ..... blocb4. ' 

". 

.. 
~ 

l . ";)M4_8~~ ~Jl tb'A'l".'~7~l"~.' Aft__ t·ru.~~'i. t)te. .
tbe....vt..attha. thl."l.~ trellJ.f.;... · (j• .,.I'a1 • ...,,~ ,,~. 
""'~" ~"'.;P~ 11....... bG" ~;~tJf..,_ ma.t~to,p~·.I18: r .... ·· 

t· .... ·VIA'""., " .....WUt' $a4 ~t •."ti.,na would ll".... 'o . .'~P:=:lst~ =,I::~o=::t!~9:T':::io:J1~ :{.
the ~ Act,. saetlot& lI), hbUc t..a" 3!a, &C.,.41Dg t. Whlotl 

·;t:~,';,__ "'.ua1"'-'· _,.-.ftl;,,7 ,,".*17'" h9 .,",l.-t.e·tDat: ' . ....,.\ ....., .. ,... ." .~ . '.. ' .... "., ... '.' . .'... ' ,.. .'. ,... !. , ',', . 
.'•. < •....• ·re.,...~. ~"',,~.$,a'.,..et .".,te4 I" 01" ,~~ '.0 ~ll.A.l~P 

. .' .' . . "'. ·.,at.--:( .' .' u.. ....,. . ..7 01' 1~"'~8' ·acttlUlr:04:tl,. the 
.... -...... -:'.;.'..:~~ .." .' .~ '. ·1ti8~jil'it .. ','. . : ...b~~1JI:;:; '. ..•.:. tbe..••.pri~~~",,~.. ..,.. '" ,'•.•'" .~~.Bl.... e:r ··.....ftlO. ,.p;·~Iltat,l .,tum~ 

. '( . " ,:u., ,.!,. • . 

,,'t(l) 'bat '~~.il ~ .~. n1... &. ,.'1" .,' ,Wm tos- . .' 
"~ "a ~.t'~,a, .}le ,"e1~ .~.~••nice··or '.,., . 
mer »"8"''''_ ... , ....... f -..apnp_.Y' Orlul\lr«ta\lDl8,.. . 

J,attl1·pJ"t"' ."'_' y••'t... '.o;r:\»-iU,l.'.... to ~ Al'ea~"",. 
~..._~•..~J,. t"~ lti1~ •.,.".taill'1.,<_...1' 0,·_~a#ol.te4 
~, a ~t 1ft ,he 11r4t." S'lLt •.• )~~~.. _c~~ b,ltit.....~.~ .t,a-. 
h.orf:taael.• a. ....... ~eQU4.t. OJ' • .,&.lon ,'1...., ,I ~b .-wner, aDd 


'11'(2) that ~'. o~•.~ Ie..,.: .1"....(mi&U.. o~' ~li"'.lJIsQ1' ta 
bt'tU'eli. It $1#, • .ez.- no~ : . 

... (.&:) ~ ~.,~...t .,.".11. i.tloJl .th"'Oh \h$ l1DllM 
$\a,o..... at a. time ·I~. ~._w ~;~. It..Q;,.be,. '.G.~ --I. OJ" 

.,<.> a oo'QtW~'loa ... " ...,1&t1•••~••4_thO Laws 
.tmCh _'10,11' .'ltOVlI'~\l(!ba~ .. ~1 ~t iut:~Q\lt .01' 
__,Iedi .~)1. lmtt.'t'~h~kprovlslo•• •1 'hi. aUltCvillon (B) .. 
ralght 'b"l'fJ.~ct ~.,. thij ..ni.()nto &l\Yiueh _~J.a'lon 
'07. ·a,.,,,.lon, 1I8iI ,. re\u;tn.a, to tbe 01!1Jler 01' o.~fJ ot all 
'he et~.t' IQ.ohlOl"pOraUon 01' 0' an the ])l"O'pi'leta.17 'aM 
b.1I8flcl~ lAt"es' 1. .c@l as~"t..tt:•••, 1f t~b ow.r~~p . 
• t suh8t.okf.)~ .pJ"O'J'let~ a:a4 ".netlcl-.1 'at,red ,8~l,.,ted 

. . tll!rt04la~e~71't~oJ' .\0 .e.tl,~. til 0,. thn$f••.. to tbe .AlJfen 
~op.r.,.Oi.isfod~ -.a contl....l1 t~eatt•• t. th,date 
91 sa.cah return (wt.t.ho", r'Bud. io~l't.4· dtveltmezJte or 
11mltf1tt.o~~ Of •• ownel"lIhi, by any .........t.r.feti-e4 to 
~ .b41~:.tOJ1 (j) he700fl edif S\1Oh ..,wnsrslU,p was :b1 (lJ1e 
or more.,U._sot the tJ'a,lte4 State, fitr by, oue o!'~"Corp
.... aUOB8orgaallJe4 "@48r the lan Gt tl".a l1n~t94 stat~s 01' . 

~".. 

http:l"O'pi'leta.17
http:It..Q;,.be


.. :: 

axq state; )~~...~:t()17. or p~~8••el'l\ the"9t. ,p,iheDi,.trS,ot 
otOol;QBtb'a;PlO~ rrm~, Tb.i\tl'lcb o~ '.,.. 0W1l$JI'8 
eball . ·so.... ,~. t~.. Gblip' lone.. 1..••t.. lil\,~.,t.-.,.t "'0 ,he .,81_ ·.t 1\Wh'-,_.;y_ iatr~••t,o'~l)fte4•• 
61.... 1awNl.17 alsenlbII

• Mdast th,.~1'atlon ~7 
a$"etatlp )7 PfJfSOq 110' bl$l!.&tble to I'''~.~a .-etvn ume"
t),j.'S8Got10Jl, •• .' .. 

.••(0). ·Nl. tndtvl~ V01~tt.li.lt :r.fd4~t a' 8.1\Y :ttmtt. 
st,nU' __lleJ".1t41~ .~ the '.*'~$f uoh.. . 
"io:a.ot~j thaaaoi.tllGn' of theu.t.te"f!tat,., .,,, .. 
a.4Ql...tj.e tW oo~ar.ffl.·.- .ta .tloawi:'A, "11,.
tbO .....e4 ~itt8 hall." at .. ' ..... ·.t .....1b.. ,.

" " .' 

lt4J..• b... at".,...., . 

,1'(1)'•.f.Mi~ ••• at a:IlItime ah"'~emb..
!.lMJ•••t._ ......,. fit ....1......J~ t. 
1Iif........, ••••••, sa:, , .... al......\lV'1. lt41.'b'" 

"~_~:tH"" .......... at- _~~,~ 1141,·....-,,"it)r
.t:=-=:: .t!..:: :::;t:':t':t!~:::t=t.:f·i!r;:r~ 
~.,.tf .. _'toa ..... ,.,,~~ o_pi.".". 
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JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE 

AMERICANJEWISH ARCHIVES 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Photocopy Request Form 

I 
Note: Please use one request form for each item to be photocopied. When removing items . i 
from a folder for copying, place an Out Card in the folder marking the location of the removed 

materials. When rem9~ng a folder from a box, use an Out C~rd to mark the location of each 

folder removed from the box. i 


I 
'Materials to be photocopied must remain With their folders at all times. Attach··the request 
form, along with the materials to be copied, to the outside of the folder. Then place the folder 
on the white work table in the reading room. 

Please fill out the request form completely. No materials ,vill be copied unless all proceduFe~ 

and terms. have been fully comp1ete<i: Include any special' copying instructions .on this forrh .. 

Please contact a staff member if you have any questions. : 


. All copies are 20 cents per page. OVersize copies (larger than 8 1/2 x 14) are 30 cents per page. 
'I 

' ..,.Lv---"'I""--cThis item was remQved from Collection. ____ ......... ___----- 
......... 
 6, I"") /" ?Box Number____-'-_e:'\O_=-....:~=________=-

!~
Folder Number____ _....:.I___________ 

,. 
Signature :~ 

Date! 1- -- /;)-. -00 
1 . 

, ~ .... .,"'341-'1"'"
'. ...!J. .i. 
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PJ.LESTlNE· 

,,~.O!@~J!a!lD$Tu.DY 0' REPOllT OF ANGLO;;.A.MERICANCOMM:rT~
:r;}j~~. . . ..,> '., , "1' . .. 

, '.. ~eJ}~:'~~i¥:,tll~:~ci.n~.nce SUb.,.comalt,.tee· 

,the .:British De~~gation (in. their 
tq. fmjiIement' the Palest:i·ne 

~">.. '/' ,..O':! 

.~~I 

.~ 

;t#.~' ~ I~!~ 
..~ ., ')5" 

I:.. f·' 

. . . . • . , . 

~~~~'-'fIff~8~~~~~;Ei-.:~~~~~~..wJ~~~~~iJ.;n~AA.:....m1gJb.:t..·~b.la..,.,f9~L 

, AS" a: subsidiary 'task we were al so asked' to'J1!ak~ lsome inves tigation tnt 0 the / 

.' . ' ay~~]t~ifbj1~;!t~~r" 1:o~r U'ew::!c'.!3h 8;lJ.~ l')j;s]llac:e<;lPerson:~eln~ttl~ment of Nazi I;l.ssets in Ger~~ny •. 


:.,~~.':~~~J!!~'~·~!~1~~.~~.t s;;~o, f:n.@=~e~r~@tt tut:~on;.ot: ..iew:El ahd Set t leJQen~ of disi)laeed !~ ris@Pl', 

2•. We";liav,'e:: ll;ot be~n. ab!l:e to c;iva mUch time to this problem.. 'We :find that .intha . 
" '.13ritish· zone' 'at· anY' ;x:at'e. tne authorities contemplate thl\,t a 'certain proportion of 

~,.:.:._c~:'~<ii'~piF/3;e~~d.:"~je·~spn~··{in9't:-:Jews1· ··should be permanent-l.-y flettled ..i-:p. G:ei'many:. 'D!Jiey cOJ'ltelfpl·at.e.,.. 
. .. tna;~tlil:f.'s s~iljt'~¢tQ"t~ouldbe fiurincedou:J; of the general GEilrmanbudget. The reY~nue ~f,' 

.. '~h£~; '~'h¥fg'~~":M~;J;'f' ql.u,derecelpt,s from the sale of confiscated NaZi assets. . To this 
.', -.\-•. ~,.,_" ..:>_./;,:I\."'; .... , .n', ·'·:·:~' .. 'x-"'· r. ',". '~":\'.' . • " , 	 .,' . 

.'\')iE\~tent't:~~;~S:~'a:~~,~:~s,,~:i:Hb~ contributing to these settleaient.sclilemes'. but no objeet 
.··,:':i~9~db,e ·'.~~~~,~!.{~~t'i()r~lilly hypothecating them fort4iB service.• ' We emllhasize ~hat 

.~¥~Beas~Ei~s::;~redi:l?r~s;ssets and B.s.such Of..n only be iu't~'ed for expenditure inside Germany•.. 

,3•. An~tht?r, reJ!eva.n~q:q~st~on is the cia'iJII. ~ain.st. tA,e German Treas11xy in res:pept of 
;¢!!)m])enaa~'~9Ilc]:a:~tms\),yJ'ew:s. f.o'r :pr:opertyconiiacated :froIAthem by the Naz.is. ~e relevance 
~:t'.these~iailllstQ tl1e Palestine. question is tr.at even ;whenad.mltted., these claIms can. 
6nlY be'met in mar~!S. "lhich 8.r~ useful· only for p'l1TChases inside Germany. .A.ny "o'ods' required~ 

~...'expo,rt,~·~,Cl~::.G:~.f:~~.hY J'fJ.u.~t un~t:lrthtl~d..riparti~e· ~re,eme~tbe.,p&ia for in .dollars." ..... 
fght ;p:e:L;iil'.:t:he'F~~:gra:t1oIl ..scl:J.eme ior···the .. 100,OO() :i:f' oertain bu11dtng .materia:I.s in GerllUl~&;~ 
''':.)le,;,· .... :r~iil?:;::;:trfie~~Wi:sh. '~Elncy and we recommend that the authorities in' the '.' ".:j 
,~""Zi 1iI;~UltCl.."]:p'ok"-:f:nt6 t'lie "}!lossibi lity o'f makin, e:ny suchmateriale a.vailable. •...... ~~ 

ffIGwish ~enGywould ·have to find the doliarsand coUld reas0nably" eXJllec~ the trans~ '<: 

ac'tibn to ~e" eJfected at world price..s. . 

(a.) 	 Ooi:lfi\'lcated Nazi assets will. in prac.tice be~6edto finance the settlement in 
GermanY 01 d'-spla.ced persona and :ho further action is required; 

.!. . 

I 
(b) 	O;Laims by Je\vs ~ainst the German Treasury will not assist the Palest:l,ne problem 

dtrectly but the occupyinG; ]!lowers should look into the possibility of making.' . 
a:v.ailable for e~ort· any bulld,i~ naaterials useful in connection ",7i th the.lOO.,.o0q:· 

. '. 
~cheme 

341513 ..... ~ .. ';:./.~ 
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i . 

c,Apital e.xpemliture were drawnup as follows: 
. :' , ,.,. 

I. 

i m.fll,1Qa . 

4.• 0' 
.14 to 28 
.~~.. . 

10:3.9 to 11"/.9 

9 
'(5 

';.;~d3@· 

0.5 
'0.2

~l~~.s . 
I s e :i';v;!'c~ 13 

0'~:·;,~::~,:z~!~~b;~:~:!.·::~V~~:!.' 
0.,6 

.7.0 , .. 

.~.Q to f);Q 
'"" . 11.3 to 16.3 

'~'... ....> ~~;~~"::';:~~,~~,~~wel':~ for the' f:i~st year only" ,.The <British .cal c;:ul ated that the'Ar~b 
'. siE!lrvic:es's . 'iF:;tIicrea,se in cost to a figure of 4.4 millions in the tenth year but gave 
, i:l<i>' indtc~', . ~:,a;~ 'h.l·'wliether cost of livinc subsidie~ and "bonlis, 'e~end:!:tUxe on law and 

. ;order ·and loss Qf reve·nue would h~ve to be reckoned ,with. inf'l1ture Years • 

..... . ....·r . .... 	 . 
.:. <.'lI.<~he 1il.'1i.o;V:~;~st:j;1'Da>t~s were ,all :pr~]lared on tl'l.e assum]ltion .that the present fljrm of' 

: ',~,@:9.verriment,wp,Ulq ·con~j.D:ue. It is relevant that . the!Jewish ca.]!ital·lt:r9.~rm,mne mp.et be'· 

.,.':':,:f~im;.ncei w1tn-Q,t!.:t reCO)lrse to tla,e. J..ra.'beand t~e Arab, cap:!:tal programme' .wi thout :recourse 


~ii~:.::~~:i:i ....,.ioG~.it~i.?rQ~raDm~ 
'..:: , 

H/~~,.;;~~~eAr:abi:pr()gra.ulme seemed,to us to be in line with the intentions of the L'YJ.glo""' 
.• ·.;:~'~~t6El:nC'o~f'tt'~e, and we believe 'the estimate of its cost of iA:5 millions to be souhdly 
·Q~~red.'~On the .lewfeh immigration figure • we suggest revise.d estimates as foll;ows:' . 

' .. ,., ;; ... :~,.,; ,'.' '-.: 	 ' . ,,- "',' ,.,., , 

.. lst;eia " 	 O,i,lna! O'ewtsh Our revises .... 

:mritish' !i\ericy" estimates' 

estimate .'estimate 


" "~ 

Transii.io1).al Assiste,nce 6 

Rousing 12~5 to 12.8 14 
34151~

';':::Ci"jl'f-;l:.:.'.{:nves~tment:,'to':''i~(rvf~e:'"'''''' 
:,-,>,;,,",",~es,F>,lG~mEHl:t~·for .imm:i~ran'b·s· .. . ""~':85'.:·,· ~:3! 8 to 42;6' 50 
". ;,. '.10:3' to 117.9 53.i to 6~.1· 

:: ...; 

We COIllIllent on these items in turn. .: ~"A"1J 
.,""" 
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We havetake,n int,o account two factors •. 

• ' ~ritishf{iUrewas c:ompiled the U.S. Army haye ~reecl to l'rov:icle 
'" ,. , "t'h :two, months' ,ratione arid a certain ~o'qnt of clothing. 

~ed.ucet'h~ .cost', ,.. . . 

" ther.ha,ll,d,t(~ fe!?lt~t·· in actual fact. it . is, more lilte!ythat, assistance. '" 
,.,'\iIr():V,ide4','9P',",t;)le~r(oiegenerous scale conte~platedby the. Jewish ~ency" 
qnth~'moI'e'~¢,o;~;;i'¢~fbasts assumeclbythe Bri U eh.. ,"'. ' " ,'. ' 
.. "-" . '~'.." . 

af,tel' ta.ki~, both :rae tors in1io ac:cov:nt~ 

~..."~\I!llie:;'13:r.;i:;tij;~iLa.2'-JeWiB;h"Aj,~n,c-y,ea''''l,.lIl1ii.t es for 8em:i~"",per,!4anen t hq~~ inc, arE? . 
"S_¥ill~Xl);t;:1y., h.:"'Ii~E?l".~ri,t:i.~hf"j"ure of ~l:4 . 

..... ·'''c .• mn.l'' .. 'U'',W'''FI:.,'· .h'9:ve.;;ot'6' bs,§1;ekt';'event1i8.<1;h'ln 
.t';er~ proces;'aJ;d in our view Can b;p.1e 

~~~~~~~~~~.~~.~':~ 

'. The Eri thh tigtlre 
of the a..l!iount ot 

"411,-'·'·'c·"·,·~-,·,·"~,,,,,m""A',""lii,;"6'''''.t~·~,·,.:;:;.;:,,,,',,," '6n, liowevElr", to assume' that, 8,lthough the. current irrvestmentfigures .. 

" . 

, . 50 ,OCDQ@,i!5e5 
50 oo6·@iti'13o 
.', i' "... " 

,~85.,m!,.·· 

for the ftrst ,50,000 immilf:rants, allowanc'ew6uld, have' to be~ae for ":'l 
. ies of Palestine industry. indes,Ung with outside com~etition. tn '. 
e :Lrulust:ryatthat po1ntwould have to re~o~'8,niseitself so that· 1 

·ficu.re woUldbe required. ,To ~l1ow forthi~ th'e BritiSh hadl 
Gllp,re of just double the current ffgu:r.e, as being required f~r, the, "ojl 

~28.25 m•.· 
t;s6.50 In. 

~.~~~~~'.(f::;i$i~""";:FJ!it\~~"'if~j,"~'·tAr;;~·~~~ cri't:1.cizedthiS c.ondlusion about the second 50,000. In their view 
a:l:l:o\<,r8.l'l.ceha.dbeen made for two factors. 

, . . . : C ' 	 . 
, (a) By sultaple policy em])loyment could be assured" ,"'t thout calling· on the higher

'. ,..... " .- .-.-,~...-~.~"." '1:n4Fe:stment figure neededtb enable Palestine industry to compete in world 
markets at· the existingexchal1€e rates; . 

(b) 	 A considerable part of the investment Frogramme would cpnsistof imported goods. 
The British hactassumed. that all 'It/ould be imported at the. ~xistin, 'internal Pa:1:"" 
e~tinepriye level of 300. Admitt,edly. Palestine was at present forced· to i:m~or~' " 
from designated sources of aUPF;I.y at a c.Lf. :erice approximatin& to the internal 

'. ' ''; Iirice lev-el, but as ~!Orld" condit ions iniJ.),rove itvru.1d be reaaon~bie to assume 
I. ,' •. i ,that:t:"l:'0:pp:,t,io~ or,iHl1'5~E~"~~~9y+'d,,,9()1¥~ fronl ,thel::p.~a.pe:r ,so,urbes,. 

1:/' , I,.:, A:.:, 
,.~, ''l-'-''~'' _J j , ...~,tfj:r.,. ~.'. ... ~." ....:~. , 

,,, \' 	" '" 

.; .'\'. 
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•• 

tne..l!ri,tlsh,:Group a(l.mi~ .that this is IP.l extremely s~ec~iativ~:(tem '.' 
...]l08s1b1e 

b~/: nea.r.'~r"the mark .to ]lilt the investment 
~.;~H~Ar'·I'!' without }!)rejudice to 

'Th!@, spte ad: of .the· cam. te,l '1!rOe;rBlllJlte 
.:~,.~,. ,;" -.:'~;'-';;:."">"-!'."'.'.. 

,stdering 1l·9tht:}ll.~;.soW;C(3S 'of f1nince 
t to for$¢,I~iis,t.iC;]:i:9W·th~.progrruime i s 

.u·XI.."",..:.n,••..141:, tl:l!,,;~PI)oj\q:r;.ti'9,tJ.that; ~i,flf,l!l.l1in·, the"'fir~ttw6 yearfl( and' have re'ached 'tl).e· ' . 
. conclual0ns':;';' . . 

," "~'. . 

e :·nereiis\;;,tofor·ce the 1!~.~.~.. ' . Rouse sandeilll~loy~en t 
,~)~?FQ~!i~W:~~g~~ permH•. !phe:pefbre, 
~=,lLo:..:;WIU=;!.~~~--'-~~~~~-:-:--" 

. . . 
; ''P11:1s can and: mustb~ spread. 

*"s~~~~J~~ .. 
h: ·si1ii!v,jJde.s 

• " •...• ,;.~: ,', 

ceptible Q! 

-4';'; 

to make' informed guesses'.:B~tthey sug~estthat fi?r c~~~.tlt,: 
n~.res at abotit~t)~~,oy~:t:;". . ~ 

the extent .of, 10nt'er term tnve stmentin S1ib'sia'q;lien;~: :,'(, 

. ' .. '.'~. . 'c··'· 

ancitli.e possible infle~tionarye!:fe~,t" 
lU:~ly to be sjreact. We have .con:cent~at~d· .' 

. 

'Iaust,be f.qund.jus.t 
we :put ~he ~Jhole of the 1:.70 milliop.s 

. i"""~~'~''''~~~'''"''' 

We' should 1j)oint out' the,t' there is no quee.tion of 
"",-, .:tlii's\progr8llll'l'e cqm1!,~~ing f'orleboU:r with- the JewiSh p;o,r~e. It will. e~]>lby 

..i{b~~[Ai'ab or ·im~~~:ted labour thB:t for J!lol:ttical 'reasons could. now be used on 
···,;t1.J.eiJewlsh prograll!!me. 'lJ':p to.o po·int it ms:y compete for :m.ateri81s bu~ the 11:siting,.

'licit'ot wtil'bethe provision of trs.ined pe'rsonr.el. for. the social services and '.' 
,."the-~ille:v:.j,.tEtble',~rad.;'l.:!al.iSl'i~1:-n agrtcul·tural 'reforms.1'1e·, therefore, esttma.t.e 
t~t q;t'the .Arab pro~ramme,.s6me I:.ll.O mU1ions may have to be found bir the 
to.~rqWing .bas1s.,:.- .' . . 

,', ... 

}i~:' 
. I 	

T,o be spent in 

f1tst 2 years' 


i "I 	

La•.. 
.. ~r,~ian· reo~ga:nl zatton 	 6.0· 0.5' 

. .:l1~rid ut fllzatlon 2.'0 0.5 
'>{¢'ci:~e{ltt ·f'iC i:rf;tte.9 . 10.0 5.0!! 
··Hou.'d~ 9.5 0.5, 

2.5 	 G.. 5 
6~0 • 1.0 

yl:!:~¥J::ji9~.s 3.0. 0.5 
/':,\\",:.:,.,';; t, .'",:"",,_ : 

~¥h,~s~.fv:1.:~~S" ", 	 €i.0, , 2.5 
.45.0 	 ri.6 

!iii Thisi'tem<ce,n .be dlsrega.rded as an iflationaryinfluence. 
- .... ,"--<•• - ...........- ........... __.... 


~e' e:r.:tent to which these ~rogram.mes can be financed by lO£zll 
.'\'.. 

15... Tne'siiccess oft.he J)rogramme l\Till depend on a high jlrQIiortion of it betn~ sus
loap. treatment. 'We have attenpted. to e'ctir.:.s:te to whe.t extent thi~ can be done • 

. . i 

. - . ........ 


::;;...__...... . 	 . _______._-..~- ...._so_-.---...,..~--.......--.~-,~.,.-.......Io<{""".....,.... +-;....,._"'t.,,,_........._~_.... _ '.- ....... ,,~.,. 
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..' . . . . 

.. Ilo' y,e~;i8,n.) . 

".J ,~.,.. _._,_..~ __~". ~.;.._ , , 

'7,.0 
38,,0 
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,~~9
?o 

Ji?Q 

6,0 .. 
'2.5~~ 
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',~n the Brlt~sh 1.ly:pethesis the Palestine budGet faces a deficit in the .f'irst year J 

asslimi:r:Lii, t';h:~ d.oIi:ti~n:ua.noe of thepressnt system' of Government. of the following order;'.
" " ," . . Jim. 

},lt~~i;~!;o/,~,:~ti~t,!t::e:d q,~er. co~pied) ;:g ... 
wi'th los;s'~:t' revenue due to dis0rders ari.d. nO,n)... ..' . 
c6::-opet~fi'qIl,' ',,' '.·iI,3~Pi-tp'~ltO 

"11..,3' lo'16:~3 

. "'" 

:,:.t'''T'.I'1",n", .~Ye ,no;'cQ~ent .on the cost Of 'the improved Arab, services. Equal.ly··· 
tt1,\':d§i:1tji.l1t.:'.e._'th~t'~'assll&inl;Je,w~sJi 'stf1f~and ~6n-:Co"':operati6n~ithGoveri:1l1!ent i: . 

ther'e w,ould hav.eto'be i,ncreaaed eiX1~fenditure on the 9iVil forces of 18.11'1 
-feel uilable to C01U.1ll9nt on theesti~ate of·113.0 llOUI1ons to M .. Omillions 

17'oTh€l1!1~,f:i,:,'::Gr0up di:f:ff3r with the 13ritieh about tlleir 'provision of 'b7.0 millions for 
. X!frtfH'l.r",~g.~£;i)ions to the eXisting provision of *'7,650;000 for cost oflivifii; 6u,bsidies 

. in the Pa:lestille buo.&;et.They agree that. the Palestine ecor.omy (measured by its existin~ 
hati,onal income of .:1.10 millions and its Govermaent bude;et of 1121 :onillions) will have to 
absorb a Iilpendiug prograllllrne of some 1,7Q millions in two yeari3, but in ti1eir view allow.ance 
shou.'),:d be 'rsade :'..;, . . 

, c.o{a) f'o}.' the fact that,a;1~rge' part .of· thie. prog:c'amme will consist of imported 
:~ ,~~~:':~MQ'6'ds~frnancect':~wTtn:?ext'e'~iiaT-money; ,, "' ," , 
J.r?\-."~~bJ-,:f.or..;·~he'fac,t"that,1'Bt6:r.naJ.:eorJ..6w':b",,' of some . b25 mil-lions"'maybe assumed,. 
'. ~z; .'·~Si:fe::l'ai'a.,;:. ,:19~:) : 

:..~ .'. (c) for,thei~ct that larger supplies of. illl}?Orted consumer e;oods at lower prices 
,w~"l;I' be.come· available .. 





will beaV"ai1able~st()~Omf+'l , , ',"",',m","',T! 
gI'l~e ,of.l;70 ~l}lipns. The Jlo~si1?ilXty of., a ~:wther, ',' 

. ifr~I.l~~erl+!l&b'a:l~nc~~· is being inv:e~tigatea..I{ ," ", 
de:f'ici:1r'iB~:'3fedu.cea fbIllOm:tlllons,; "," ",

"<.,;" :' '. ,'rl,' "". -: - .' ..~ . ..... • . ." , " . '", ..." 

."' .' 

" 	 ..,,~tb.~:9:~~;Vit.~~ rOI'_Wlil:~~h:fi~a~ce ' iE!~9.~';~y~ia~b~,.,:,!:.~.,t}at?'i~; ..~;;·:,: 
scheme,',;f;ol-wht,ch,we,can loo~ ].01'1 t'ne, :fU!la,,;idOmll1froll:':;i;t·/~ , 

.·()f't~e" re~uh?~~:prog'l!a~~etii3;, 5. -!f. '>B~ .~oul~:"~ ;'suit~,1?l~:', ' , 
inc lO~t if 'f'inanee c,oi:1ldbE;li f'6und w~",,' tthe b~ilnceot~jl:.5 
,e 8ulta'bll:l if,or':t~.is forJ1l·off·i'na:nce-~'jThe slim'e' #j'9.?ie~~:t:6' ~zW" , 

'. :;. 
";. .' 

1e i1rQtu.'S to~5'millioIl!3 on thi 
" ,,'·re=current: defici;t:s~",(Bko'~d:be ::m~tL:pe ~:l(i,tng;' &. 

, ".A;ut:6P;oBiy:Jllfan. If',such~, ~J~,p;iw:e.re 'a.d9J1)ted, we should: 
. . , ," " ' ai':jits fihahcialconsequencee w6ulam~e it necessary to 

,f'Y,I;'~:~"'~"";i;:""::':" : ... '.I";, ,C 0 nclus~i.ons. . 

r . 
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January 21. 1946 

Ron. Pat McCarren. Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Oommittee 

. Senate Otfice Building 
Waahineton D.C • 

. Dear Senator McCarrfll!if: 

Your Committee is nowconsiderin, a bill (B.R. 4571). passed by.the ~se 

ot Representatives, which authorizes the Preaident to restore propert7 sellad 

·b7· the Alien Propsrt, Custodian during World: War II to persons who though 

teehnicall1 flenem;r aliens' were never hostil,e to the United Statas. In the 
:'-_';'l"'; . 

\~.i~"~rds ot the BQUse Committee on the Judiclar,. reporting out the bill" 

. 'tit.\\U'Jl would be permittea. in thb ta. instan:ces whera propeny has been 8al zed 
. I nrier . 

from citizens of enemy nations who left their countries/to 1941 and who, it 

,18 now clear, are and have been 10J'eI to the.? United stutes.' ~paren;tl,. 
, 

·.·however', the biU makes lIP provision for the instancee of persons who 'were 

.... themselves victima(on rel1doua or racial ground) of the l'laUons with 
I 

!whom the United states hae been at war at aDT time. 

Certain17. Senator Mccarran. tbese poor, tortved souls can by BO atmteh 

of the imagination be deemed to have been hostile to the United State~. 'l'1'8 8e 

•• have suffered most as a. result of Nad barbarism end cruelty and should be 
I . 

the first to reoeive the sympathy of our Government and our people. It 

.:~'would, indeed, be .sad if the Uni tad states ,Govermnant made provision for 

tbose who were fortunate enough to esoape with thetr bodies as weil as some 

of their possessions. but 110t for those vi~timsof persecution who we,re 

able to place a emall part of thelrproperty beyond th~ reach of our 'el1emiea, 

. but themselvel were unable to escape. Moreove:r, it is these unfol"tunate 

people whO moat need the little financial a1dthat can come from the. return 

of their properi,. 

341520· 
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!he Commission on Law and Social Action of the American Jewish 

Congress has drafted an amendment to the House :Bill which permits return 

to such persona persecuted by the enemy or who did not voluntarlll·.remain 

in such enelq countr1es. We would appreciate an'1 commenta or sw!e:estione 

you may have on this amendment, a copy of which is enclosed,oron the 

subject as a whole. Ma;y we oall your attention to the taot that the Allied 

· Nations have inserted in all armistrioe ~reements w6th~,.oUl" former enemies 

clauses in favor of these victims of persecution and that the law of 

the Allied Control Council conCArniM· the sequestration of Gennen forei~ 

· assstsexpl1ci tlyexempta the assets ot Germ~s outside of GermBll1' whO 

.. did not enjoy the full benefit of the German cit1zE'lnship law- a clear . 

'.reference to victims of religious and radial persecution. Thes~would 

seem to be an obvious conneotionbetween the law pending and the DBbtnx 

abeve mentioned decision of the Control Council and of the Reparation. 

Conference on German foreign aeeats. We assUJle that the United States 

...willin respect to .funds within its jurisdiction not be more stringent 

.. . Control . 
'toward these victims of persecution that Was the AlUed/Counciland the 

. Allied Nations. 

If you feel as we do in this matter, we should ~reatly appreciate 

'. if TOU would introduce and sponsor this amendment. We are oertain that 

under your eldllful guidance and leadership the amendment would be 

· . adopted bY' Canp.;resa. 

Very truly yours, 

stepebn S. Wi Be 

enc. President 




AMERICAN JPlwISH CONGRESS 

COMMISSION OULAw AND SOCIAL ACTION 
212 ~e8t 50th Street. New York 19~ N.Y. 

AN .AnT 
to amend the First War Powers Act 1941 

I 

Be l' enacted b7 the Senate and Bouae at Repreaentativea ot th<e 

Unl ted States of America In Oont":'!'es9 a9B~mbled. That the :Firat War: 

,Powers Act, 1941 (55 stat.838), 1s hereby emended b7 $dd.ing at the ' 

endot Title III thereot the to11owi~: 


'Sec. )04. The Tradinr. with the ED~ Act of October 6, 1917 

(40 stat.411) , as amended ,1s hereby further amended by addin."at the' 

, 
.,'end thereof' the followl!1$" Rection. 


·Seco 32(a)~ The President or such officer or ~~nc7 as he maT 

. , . . 

desie-nate. mq return 8'Jl7 property or ln~erest vested in or transterred, 

to the Alien Property Custodian (other then tmy propertr or Inte"et 

acquired br" the' Uri! ted States prior to Dec~ber 18, 1941). or the n~t ' 
, ! 

'.,. proceeds thereof, whenever the President '011 such officer or aP:ency 

shall determine --- 
... . . 

"'(2) that such owner, and 1e~a1 representative or successor in 


Interest, it ~. are not 

, . . . 

It( C), en individual voluntarlly Nsi~ent at art1 time since Deoe'inber7. 

1941,within theterrltory of such naUon. other than a citizell of' the 

tlllited sta.tes or a d1plomaticor conBulfl~ officer ot a nation with whioh 

theUnlted State~has not at a~ time sinoe December 7.1941, been, at war 

01. a person who was a victim of reU~iou~ or racial persecution ineountu 

of hle origin or residence. 

p 4, 1~ rj)0 : ; 
!.. :.;) , . v "? '(".' \' , . 



" 

92

"(D) an iniv1dual who was at tUr3' time after December 7. 1941. a 

citizen or subject ot a nation with whioh the United States haa at any 

~ ime since December 7. 1941 t been at wa:r (other than a :e,el"BOn who w!8 

a victim ot religious or racial I?8l"S8Cut1on in the countn: 01' hi! orl~in Sf 

res1denoe2 • and who on or after Decemb'er 7. 1941, and prior to t.he" 

. date of the enactment of this section. was voluntaril,l present (other 

.than in the eervice ot the United States) in the terrlto17 of such nation 

,or~n av.y territory occupied by the mil1tarr 0:1' naTal forcesthereot 

or engaged in arJ:3 business in arr:T such tarrito1'7: or'" ... .." (&cas. in 

present bill.) 

A,Underl1Md matter new.) 

• ~ ",-f:" '"'. " 1- "'1 '....",34 ~)I~') 
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
3 Esst·54th Street 
New York, N. Y. i 

CONFIDENTIAL September 14, 196~-;' 

i 

M E M 0 RAN DU MI 

'1'0: Executive Committee 

From: Saul Kagan 

The Senate Just approved the JRSO Heirle~s Property Bill which would 
provide for a payment of $500,000 in settlement of heirless property 
claims. The bill .is scheduled to go to a Senate-House Conference 
Committee. It is my duty toeall your a~tention to the fact that on 
previous occasions we were successful in getting one or the other 
of the two Houses to approve the bill wit,bout it becoming law. We 
must therefore be very cautious'in predicting the final outcome in 

. I 

the last weeks.before Congress adjourns. : 
. , 

I shall be in touch with you as soon as there are further develop- ' 
ments. 



Cable Address: JOINTDISCO Eld~rudo ,·5.600 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organizatio~r1·0 

3 E A S T 5 -4 t h S T RiE E T 

New York 22, N. Y. 

December 7, 1962 ) 

Dr. lIehemiah RobiDSOD 
World Jev1shCoDgr6S8
15 East B4 street 
New York, N.Y. 

'fb.e lay Which was passed by Congress restricts use of the lump SUlll 

payment to persecutees ill the U.S.A. aud~ precludes aD7 po8sibiUty 
I 

for paymeDtto the Dutch., eveD if there were aD7 basis for such 


actioD bytbe JRSO. 


With best regards. 


Cordiallf yours, 

Saul Kagan 

Dictated but DOt read 

I 
__..__. __ . ___.•.__________._._.__.____MfiMBER ORGANIZATIONS ---.:..-----.....---------------. ...... I .' ; 
AMEIIlCAN JEWISH COMMITTEE • A(01)AS . ISRAEl. WORLD ORGANI'ZATION • WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS .• COUNCIL FOB THE 
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWs.nOMCEJl.M.\Ny . BOARD .OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS • . CONSElt. 
JlEPRESENTATJF DES Iurrs DE FRANCE. cEN1'JlAi. BBmSH Fuim '. lEWISH AGENCY fOR PALESTINE • AMElIICAN JEWISH JOINT 
DISTRIBUTION-COMMITTEE, INC, • JEWISH CULTURAl. BECONSnl1CnON. INC: • INr~£NV.$TRETUNG ISRASLITISCHER lWLTU~GEMElNDEN 

IN THE U. S. ZONE,OF GERMANY ANGLO-IEWISH ASSOCIATION' 

--- OPERATING AGENTS. 
JEWISH "OLNeY YO'll I'AttSTINI: • AtttfllCAN Jll""S" Jom.,. OtsrBUUTlON CQ~TTtt. UfC . 
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JAMl!:S M.·LANDIS 

WALLA.Cl!: M. COHEN 

SEYMOUR J. RUBlN 

ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

LAW OFFICES 
I 	 . 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

1832 JEFFERSON PLACl!:,~. W. 

WASHINGTON a, D. C. : 

STERLING 3 5905 

January az. 1960 

1/( ~ 

'eUnOPEAN OFFICE 

SAUL ~. MAIUAS 


15 .ElA.RNDOPSTRASS:e: 


Zt1~ICH I. GWrr.tEBLANl) 


Mr. Saw Kagan 
Joint Distribution CommUtee 
l Ea.t 54th Styeet 
New YoJrlll:za. New York 

I 

ae: 	Ji. R. :646a 

Detu' Saul: 

o 
As I bulleated to you by phone. the HOU8e Interstate and 

J"orelanCommel'ce Committee appt'oved the hiU aa4 ordered. it re
ported out. I am scheduled to atop In at the office of the Hou.se . 

. Legislative CO_futl tllle alte1'llOGD to 10 over III draft l'epoJ't•.p 
The 	bill 'NUl presumably come up ora the Consent 

y Calel'!d.az of the Houae tn the Dext cou.ple,,?' weeks. Hopeflilly. it 
will be pal)sed on the CODsent Calalldar uld wUl theD go to the 
SeDate." 

ce: 	 Prof.·WUllam Habel' 

Dl'. Hevesl 

Dr.iloblnson 

Mr. JacobsoD 
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JAMES :1\1:. LANDIS 

WALLACE :1\1:. COHEN 

SEYMOUR J. RUBIN. . 

ABBA P.· SCHWARTZ 

LAw OFFICES 


LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 


1832 JEFFERSON PLACE, N. W. 


WASJUNGTON 6. D. C. 


STERLING S - 5905 
SAUL G. ~RIAS 

3 BABNDOPS?l"R.4.SSB 
I 

ZUHICIl t# S'WlTZEBLA.ND 
1 

MJ:. Saul Kagan 

Joint Dl8tt'lbutloaColl'lmlttee 

'·S.,.t 54Jh Street 

. New YGl'k aa. Mew YOl'k 
. ::~ 

Dear Saul: . 

t enclose herewith a copy of a atatem.ent which J havec today d.raftedfo~ Senator .iJavt~lI.who propoaea to introduce. 
II. a. 6462 this week tn the Senate.. I thlDk it i. leU-explanatory_ o 

p 
1 bave no f",,$hel' developmeats to !'aport -on tals side. 

Th~ sltUationaeems to be stlll stalled on ~epre8eDtat\veBennett'&I 
refusal to lndleate which way he will go 011 the mel'lls of It. R. 646Z. 

. I ' 
I 

Bee' 	regard"y 
.,/ ;' 

~J~ !I" • Rubin'111" 
I 
I 

Ene. 

ce: 	 Monroe (Joldwatal' 

Eugene Meveat, 

Nehemlah Robinlon t,.."......... .. 
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February 16, 1960 

DRAFT 

STATEMENT - H.a. 6462 

.The bUl whlch I am int~oduclDg this morn.lng is ldenUeal t 

withabtll,H. R. 6462~ whic:h was mtrod,uc:ed in the House of liteprE)"' 

sentatlves in the First Session of the 86th Congresl, and. was orde~ed 
.". ',,' ;""·'·i':.' . " .- , 	 ! . . 

/ 	 favorablyrepo:rtedbythe'HoU8emterstate and ForelgnCommerce 

CQJriJnlttee, afterhearin,&StattheeDdof:theFlret .Session. .. 

H. R. 6462 was taken up again at the beg~ing of the present Sessic)n 

-fi: was agam o,rc:leredtavorablYl'e,orted. 

T~e biU is similar bi its \ntent~ aUhouih eon~ldel'ably' 

more detailed as to the procedure, with ~etlon 12 ol.S. 672 • .,. 

amended. andlntroducedby Senator' Olin .Johniton on MayZS. 1959. 
. 	 ! . 

-
Hearings wete hdd on Sectlon 12 of S.'672 a8 amended on June 18, 

I 

Neither In. the House nor in the. Senate hearings was there 

any opposition to the blU. 

Th.principle of the btll hail the: i!lupportof the ·a.cbnlnlstratlon 

and of a na.mber of organhsations interested in its objectlves. 

The bUl which 1 am introduelng ;raiees no queltion of 

pol\cy.,.. It merely seek. to provide a sh:n~le. inexpenslve and promp;t 
i 	 . 

method of settling a large number of c1al~8 whkh have been flied 

under Section 12(h) of the Trading With the Enemy Act. as amended. 

341331 
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- z 

Section 32(h) of the TradlngyVlth the ]!;nemy Act was adiled 
! . 

to the Trading With the Enemy A.ct in 19,52. It provided, upon appU. 

cation, the President might designate "successor organizaUons" which 

would be empowered to· file claims to so-cal.led "heidees lf property 

vested in the Offb::e of Alien Property. . This is property., in the 

Unltecl States, whlchbelonged to lndlvldhal. who~ whUe technically 
, I 

. . i .
eGemy_liOnal., were tn fact per.eeut~d by the Nazis on reHglous, 

r.a('Jlal, 01" political grounds. Such individuals, or their hell's, have 

long been able, under the Trading With the Enemy Act. to recover 

their vested property. The 1952 amend:ment dealt with the situatl-.)D 
, 

inwhlch the•• individuals and their enth·e families were eKterminated~·· 
, . - I ' . 

I 
so that there was no Uving claimaiat. 


Section 3Z(b) provided that the deslgnated successor 


organisation would devote the returned property or ltaproceed8 to 

. the reUe( o(s~,tvivtng and needy persecutees reslding in the United 

. States. It was strongly su.pported by th~ administration, was the 
. I . 

I 

result of. bUh introduced on a bipartisan basls, and was enacted oy 
I 

I 


the Congr.ess as a simple act of j\Jstice.~ The United States Treasury 


does not need, nor would it be appropriate for it to be the beneficiary 


of Nazi acts of slaughter. 

C\J 
M

The adminhtrationof Section: 3Z(h) has turned out to be. t':j 
.1 . ......, 

difficult because of the thousands of cla~ms which have been filed ilt,nd ,:;: 
, . 

the difficulties arising in a. sUuation in which by defin\tion the original 


owners and all of their immediate families are dead or missing. 

.1 



.. 3 ... 
" 

! 

The present bUI, therefore" merely enables a bulk settlement 

to be lJ\a.dfil of these thousands Qf claims. It will relleve th'~ep~rtment 

of Justice of an enoJ'mOusadm\nlstratlve headache. ,It wlll-ahlQ make 

it;po••lble ,for IJomefunds to be made .val1\ble in the near future:to" 

tbeneeayand survlvlagpersecuttuu whowintrthe intended benefidaries 

£If Congre.aloDalat.1Uoa :,nadoptln' Se~tlon 3ZCh}~ 
! 

So ,far,.s the amounts involve,d are concerned., the pre8~ent 
, " ,I,,; 

bUl ,proposes a bulk settlement in the amount of ,$500,,000 • T'hla 'is
" I I 

, " , 
an amount whlch th$ Olihie of Allen Property of the J)epartmentol 

I 

Justice has lndb:atedas reuonable. 'l~ Is veryiar short althe, 

$3,000,0'00 maXimum authorlzed,to be r'eturned under' Sadlon 3Z(h). 
, ,, 

It 1. my hopethatpromptactlon can be taken on thiS bUl,

particUlarly slnee bearings as to the substance of It/;ha.ve' 'ali'eady 

beenb~ld. ,'. 

SJll/jk' 

, 
, ... ~.·~f.. 

, , 
! 

~'. ," i' 
! 
I.J 

" 
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EUllOPEAN; Oll"PlC'E 
~, 

SAUL G. MA.llrAS , I 
15 BAHNBOF'STBASSE 

I 
ZUllXCa 1, SW~TZEBt.AND 

i 
I, 

I 

I 
I 

I 
LAw OFFICES I' 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND S~HWARTZ 
, 	 I 

1882 JEFFEllSON PLACE. N.iW. 
JAMES M, LANDIS WASHINGTON e, D. C. I 

WALLACE bf. COHEN I 

SEYMOUR J. llUHIN STERLING:3 5905 I 

ABBA. p, SCHWA:RTZ I 


I 

February 19. 1960 

Mr.. Saul Kagan 
Joint Distribution Committee I 

3 East 54tb Street I 
I 

New York az, New York II , IIte: Heide ss A'set~ 86th Coa,_ 2nd Se8.-1 

i 
I 

Sena.tor JavUs Introduced a rep-liea 01 H. It. 6462 in 
, 

tbe
I, 

Seaate the other day. Endosed berewith ils a copy of said bill :...c it appears In the Congressional Record o~ February 18. 
I 

I bave also c::heckecl with MUlerlson as to whether .ome 
, 	 , Io 	 approach could be made to Bennett from the repubUcan side. He 

, 	 I
,uale.ted the possibility that JavUs might do it, and I will talk 

Ip 	 with Javlte or Allen LeS8er in ,Javits otfir;:e about that &s soon as 
I can reach one of them. I 

y 
i~j:b\ . 
t'yn\o# J. R~~ 
I 	 " 

SJR:jk 	
I 

Eric. 

cc: 	 Dr. Hevesl 

Dr. Robinson 


, I 
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I 
JEWISH RESTI'lUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 

3 East 54th Street 

New York 22, N. Y. 

March 1, 1960 

TO: Executive Committee 

FROM: Saul Kagan 

I am very happy to advise you that the House of: Representatives Just passed 
the JRSO Heirless Property Bill (HR 6462). '!hilS culminates a very extensl:ve 
effort to obtain approval of this Bill by the H~use. We received the co-' 
operation of a number of pro~nent community leaders throughout the country 
during the time the Bill was considered by various committees of the Houst!. 
Mr. Rubin pursued this matter through its many difficult stages with great 
skill and determination. . , 

The Bill now has to pass the Senate. A short time ago, Senator Javits 
introduced the identical Bill in the Senate. It is difficult to predict· 
at this stage how long it will take for th~ various committees of the Senate 
to consider the Bill. We may still have a tough struggle before the Bill . 
becomes law. : 

Saul Kagan 

, ! 
I , 

I 
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LAW ..OFl"ICES 

LANDIS, COR'EN, Rl.JBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

1832JEFFEBSONPu..CE. N. ~W. 

•J.AMES K. i.umis WbSHINQTON 6, D. C . 
)~Al:.L.A:CB ~. COHEN 

·~~iiB"i;".auiiIN STEaLING 13 - 3905 


kBA 'p, S¢H;.t...RTZ 
 ZUBICR I, SWIT'ZEBLANJ) 

March 2, 1,60 

MI'. HeI'DUUl Ed.,l.".... 
~~'.'·Q!,f~.t~. J,A,t...

.a'nal .',lth . 

i ••O·Ih04er.luia A"eaue. N.Y• 
.....,to. 'p._ C!___.__._............ . 


Deal' Hel'maa: 
,c 1 .nclo.•• he..~J\lVlth eo,l81101 ••U • ..,luatery l.tta". to 

....y" 'B.,1.. Ted Taime~wal4. aad. the· ¥Iu Ad"lsoll' of the.Depal't.. 
mellt~f:State~' ".o 
 . . ..
..~ 

ISlacehly, 
p 

y i·laymeu 1. Rub'_ . 
I. ·' 

EUlro.PEAN; OI'FIC:U 
-, 

SAUL. G. MAaIAS 

" B.A.8NB~SSlt 

~ca OJ'. Seaal. 
Dr. Boh"'e_ 

http:1832JEFFEBSONPu..CE


LAW OFFICES 


LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 


18S2 JEFFERSON PLACE, N.:W. 


JAMES M. LANDIS 

W.A:LLACE M. COHEN 

'. SEYMOUR J. RUBIN 

ABBA P. SCHW.ARTZ 

Mr. $a.ndforc:i Bolz 

WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

STI!;RLING:3 3903 

March Z, 1960 

Amerlcan JewlshCoagress 
425 Thirteenth Street, N. W. 
Washlngton 4.D. C. 

Dear S«U1dy: 

I 

I . 

BUROPE.A.N' OP'P'lCB 


SAUL G. MARIAS 
 t..·: 

t5 BA.H.NBO}'STliA.$SE 

%URIClI t, SWJTZERLA.ND 

You wUl recall the joint • tatemen. sub.mitted to the Senate c I ' 

Judicial!'Y CommUtee on April 4, ,'57, by the American J'ewlshColluinlttee, 
. the American ·Jewish CODgress, anc! the Bthal B'rith. whlch advocate:d 

, , I ' 

that the eligibility of American citizens in regard to war damage 01'o expropriation ,should be determined. as of the date of the Amerlcan 

p 
leglslatlve enactment, rather than theb clths8nshlp ae of the date of 
expropriation. !. 

I enclose herewUh copies of self-explanatory letters toy Ted Tumenwald. and to the J..-egal Adviser of the Department of State. 
I thtnk that you will probably want to take this up with your people. 

Beat regards. 

,Seymour J. Rubin 

SJR:jk 

Enes. 

341C~38' 
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LAw OFFICES 	 1 
. I 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND S'CHWARTZ . 	 I 
1832 JEFI"ERSON PLACE, Ni W. 

j 
JAMES M. LANDIS 	 WASHINGTON 6, D. C. I EUROPEAN OFFICE 

--""":1-" " "w,:.ALLA.CE M. COHEN SAUL O.I:MAIUAS,
SEYMOVR J. RUBIN STERLING:3 5905 rJi BAHNIlOFSTBASSB 

1 
.A.ElEIA P. SCnWAHTZ ZURICH 1, ~lTZeBL&.ND 

! 

March Z. 1960 

,i 
; . 

Theodore TBlUlenweld. Jr•• lEeq. 

60 East "Znel Street 

New York, New York 


Dea.r Ted: 
, 

1 am enclosing herewith a copy of what I belleve to be a 
aelf.. explanatol"y letter. The reaaOB 1 am :send.lng it to you I, that 
it is my underatal'lcling that S.3008 has bee~ ,uehed by Ed Merrigan, :c 	 I 

your Washington parmer. Sinee Merrigan.! was the very' person re... ; 
ope.alble Ie·,... broadeniai the catelorles In leonaecllo.. with the ltall~ 

p 
o claim., Ids advocacy of thla Bill a.ulIma tol me to be que.tiosable. tol 

say the lea.t. Additionally, enactment of :auch leltalatloD woald tak~ 
the 'U.S. off the OO\11·.e whleh,8o fa.r aa !now.lt has toUewed.; and l1t. 	 , , 
wo\lld be an enormous step in the dbGctlon of bUnldJ18 that natural .. : 
ized citlaens should be treated as second dass clUa.aa. It is, of y 	 course, completely contr$.ry to the lna.rests of those tho".and.s of 
persona wlio came to the U. S. .a ref"ge~~ beio!'e 0.1" alter the war, 
80me of whom were fortUAate eneugh to o~talD Amel"lcu citizenship. 
beforethelrproperty abroad. was exprop..~ated. Of COUl'se, the aam~ 
prtnctples would apply in the eas. of war damage.

I 

I 
1 call this matter to your attention in the belhd that the 

association 01. your firm wlth thi. legi.alat\on must have been in 
19noraa<:e of the 

. 

consequences and implications 
I' 

of this legislation.
I 

Sincerely yours, 

S aymour J. RublD 

SJIt :Jk 	 I 

I 
Ene. 	 I 

! 

341539 
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LAW OFF:1CES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN A...~:b SCHWARTZ ' 
I 

18:32 JEFFERSON P.LA.C:t, N. w. 
JAMES M. LANDIS 

WAsHINGTON 6, D. C. 
WALLACE M. COHEN 	 EUR<?PEAN Ol,1'l!"rCBi 
SEYMOUR J. RUBIN SAU:!:. G. MARIASSTERLING:3 5905;
ABBA p, SCHWARTZ I .., JlA~:a:OFSTRASSB 

ZUBIC~ 1. SWl"t"ZEBLANl) 

Mal'ch 2, 1960! 

Mr~ Erie H. H_get 
The Lel-'- Adviael' 
J)epa,.....tof State 
'Washington IS, D. C. 

1'01' many yea.rs, the UDders'ped in hiecapaelty of fOl'elgn 
.tfalrsco~8el of the ,American Jewish Committee, h•• been \U"1l:ftgc that the va,riQue biU, whieh came before the Congress deelgnecito com.. ' 
peaeate Am.el'tcUl national. for tAe expropriation of ~tJt property Lft 
,theComDumlstc:o_tI'~e8 of Baeteb ~urope .bowel be amended. so as too make the text of elt_laUlty Americaa natleaallty 0" the effective date of 
the,Amedoaa leah.iallon, rather tbaalueh nationality on the date of ' 

p 8Kpl'opl'latloil.. 
. ,"',' . 

Since theCoagre.slonalrecord h' eomplete with teatl.noriyy 	 allilng these lines. by myself aacI by many other persoc8,< aad since 
thlspoi.Dt of vh)w w•• ,forclbly put by vaJ'\:ou8 membel'sof, the Sub
committee on Gommel't'Ae ,aa.dJ'lDanee oftbe House biteI'state and 1Qreign 
Commerce CommltteedQl'ini,th.eheaJ"~88on H.lt. 14iJ laet Sprine, 1 
wUlllOt burdea you with a lengthy araument hel'e. It seems to metuf
fh:te,nt to polnt out that the funds whlcbhave been useelfol' th,eae compen- ' 
satton payment6t Uncie .. the btteruattowC.latm, Settlement Act, as , 
seve..81 times aJ;nen4ed, we:re fund. whleh belong.«te the UD.I~d. States 
and could be applied as the United State. thought appropriate. The 
tradltlonalli1ter_tlona! I,.,aw rule :requiring nationality at the date of 
expl'QPl'latloD has, not been questloned.~ but it seema to me to have been 
eonvtnclnglydem()ns~rated that In these circumstances it is simply.not 
relevant. 

For this positlon there has been much Consressional support. 
In point of fa.et~ liD amendment was enacted several years ago ,whleb 
broQ.dened eligibillty In this way in connection with claims against 
ltaly, and. tn connectton with the fund which arose ,out of the so-called 
.Lombardo Agreement. 

, ", 1 wish to d.raw your attention. however. to a Btll recently 
.:~ '~~~~C'~'i.r.eftator Long of Louisiana:' S.3008 - which ,embodie(jS 

" 	 " ~ '",,'\ ......",,'\,"'''' 	 . 

o 
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. , 

"'.ge .' & .' 
Mr.13rleM. Ha3e~ 
Me.-ci:h Z. 19'0 

what seems to mew pe atkoreu.,hly rear'esahrs 'and. Clanserou& p:ria.tQi"le. 
Tbl.Bl.11 woUld malt. eUgibUUy ~.peild:eDt upon Amerlcaa elt'.eD.b.~Pt 
ftot at the 4ate of exp1"()'priaii~. but at the date o(acq\1:taltlon 9£ t.he ' 
pl'$.perty. 

It hud.ly need....gwneat tc), d.1JUla*ti'aieth*. thls p .. bl.elp~e 
ia ¢oll~ruy.to the. w:ell~establl.h.cl ~.itlon ·of tao Unlte4..Stat•• ;ove.J' 
tb'0EtotuOse o~ ttse:utlre history.iDclucllq, the c\ll'rellt lleletlation••lell 

. Polan.. Weir. thls '''~i.nclPlew 'Oe e••eted bib> law.Uwould setup a 
,•.t.ag.40r:.J_J1ri\lC1:hmipt~ "wltllOlltex.8Ierafu?n.be \iescl'ibed a" one of 

sec._aeta8.ciUzenship. It woUld meaa'tJ:.afa,persoli wk., had o_~d 
'pJ'ope:r~ tn & £01'8 lin <tGuntry and who em.lgl'ated'~o the ,tlllited States 
wou.ldJu;.t be ~..titledto Am~"\(tanpy()t.ctioll ~f thatpropE!') .. tyw,~e 
eoni\s¢.atedmany years af~1" the pel'sonhadbecorl'lc! ~Ameptcan 
¢itt• ..,a. h theothe.1' head. prot-etten '\lVQwfi be given to an Amerlca,n 
. c01rpOJo.tion wb\ch had acquired pi'optrrty abroad ltnmedtately before' 
t}ie aet .f eoDflucatioJll.heh a. pi'inetple is tnjurto,ti8 to the t.7-nited 
State. a.dmu•• a. travesty of the Citizen-ship of that vafJt number of' 

.our 'eUow ·~i"zeas WRomayhave liieGftborn abroad. . 

Itl'\1.$tthat the Depa.ll'tment ot St,ate ud tbeA4,minhttatiCia 

wlUstl'oag.Jly oppose 8.3008. . 


. 'Sincerely yours, 

, " 
r.,,';:': .' '. 

d }. 
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March 2, 1960' 

Off1ceof the Bev lork Stat. 

Attorney General 

BAwYork 01 ty i Jf.Y. ' 


Dear Slrs: 

,', ,Iwould 'be grateful tor the I text of tbe biU recollDlleadad. 
'll.r:"t~Y;Jt:t:!lce to the B.Y. State Leg1~",aa4ailll8d at _terral' 
".~¥ould -tend. to lu.ct. te hatred or', ostracism. ,&t perSODa of, aD, , 
racG,color,creed,t _t"o~ ors.gin or aDOeat1"7." ' 

I '8l"7 trul7 yours, ' 

BebemiabRob1nsOD 

Il1:LS 



"' .. 
~,- ,t•• 

" 
,,~.... From tbe JeJk;o~ . 

SAUL KAGAN 

I ...~ 



• C· 

f ! ,', t:' 1',.' 

Ju.l.1 6, '1960 
,JUt 3 1960 

.. 
"".Q[,.tC1ImW 0:[ smccattrDR ON:t8AlJIJQ wm AS lIRa 

Am SDiC1!j MA.BCH ;1.... ),960 

Due to the v14e-aprea4 &.r:ld oont.im.l1Dc tntenmt in the matter 
of the pQMnt of the lema overdue AMricen vel' dAusage olAiM and an 
equitable IIOD&tuy return for the prlwrte propsrt.ies vested dur1..ri( 
Worlcl War II, the subjeot _ttel" beOGM aotiftl1 'Route during tba 
present seeai.on of tb8 COIlIl'e" to1l.ov1..Dg the paH~8age on March 1, 
1960, of B.K. 2485 b.J t:le Bouee at RspreBGntat:bes. This mellllure 
bed .. tvo-told purpoae: (1) PlQ'unt of AMr10an VU' c:lamq_ cla1as 
aDd (2) 1il effect, a oo.ot1aoatiOll of the proooe6da of tbe private 
~1e8 at tbI GeI"llllllltlJ aDd Japl.b8H for tbta11";UM a. hade fl"Oli'l 
wldoh the \fU' claiu could be paW. A further etfeot of the latter 
parPOS8 of B.R. 2485 V88 to oonfiscate the private properties of the 
fev .,~ ,8CltWllotion of II sover1'B611tel obligation .regrett~ belonci.rJg 
to the ",bole or antL..... peoples of Germa01and. Ja~n. Such aotion 'b1 
the Bowae ot Representatives \188 a marked departure from tho t:reat1rd1lnt 
aooorded our former anem:!es the Aus:brians, Bul&a~1ens. Hunct&r1ana, , 
Italians and Rumanians to "hom Nturns ",ere Mcle ~ 

Beallil.!2C tbet the latter effect at H. ~R. 2485 WS8 OOD
tra41otor:J of the h1atorlo Ameriocan ooncept of the eanatltJ of private 
Jl'f'Ope:rt:y 80 reoentl1 accentuatocl in t.b; President·.public statement 
of Ju.q 31, 1957. an &ppI81 vee IIl8de by the Cbairm.aJl of the Se.btlte 
Jutiioiary auboOlJli1dttee on Trading With the Inam.J :Aot to the President 
on March 21, 1960, tor an i.JIaBediate aubaission of his plen tor the 
sett1..nt of 'WU' duages and the oontroversial proble relatiog to 
" ~return in llcru of the 'ftmte4 assets. 'The President in his 
6I'1nOUOOement, among other 1:.bi.np, had stated: 

It lie. uC0n8.qu.nt~ f in order to reflect the historio 
. Amerioan poliO)' of maintainiOf:l ths sanctity of J.l'i".te 
property eYen in war time, the ,&dmimatration intends 
$111 a _tt.er of priority to oubmit to the C~8' J 

Mrl1 in the oOJl!.1.na 8t08Sion, .. auppleantlar.v plan. 
It 18 oO':'l'templated tbllst this plan vould provide tor 
the piO'1ll9nt in full of all legitimate War cltdll& of 
.AmrlC4!l1l8 .&lIwt GermelV' end would psndt, 88 en /lot 
of grace, an equitable moneteryreturnl to tOl'Mr OWJltIH 
ot vested 8180ts.~...... . 

!tIt is hoped that it will. elso be pOe81ble to york 
oute f1.oal solution of the Japanese vested 8EUHt'ts 

problGB tor presentation to the next sesaion of Congres8e"
! ' 

, ~r o~c8t1oD.II vel". held ba~n tho Cllllirun and 
tho Pree1dent, Qllld tbg Cheinaan end the UDd,6l" SeCl"GUJf',f of StetA, Mr. 
Doug,),SBl Dillon!> rol.l.ow1..ng thGSQ letters, cont'eI"@.Doea snstJed between 

mailto:cont'eI"@.Doea
http:o~c8t1oD.II
http:oOJl!.1.na
http:J.l'i".te
http:uC0n8.qu.nt
http:1:.bi.np
http:seeai.on


,i 

I 

t.lle Cbo!.rllll!n 01 the Su.bcaadttee, the M1nor1t:r Leader at the Senate, 
Se.tor Everett Mc:K~ Dirksen, who 18 also ~ rG.l"lld.na Republioan 
Mel&barot the SubcCllllldttee on Tracl1ng With the I,nmv Act and ita formor 
Cha1.rman. a.ad t.bsir nspectiVG staff m.embere on ,000 brand and Mr. Dillon 
aad. lWIIDbera of his sWf on the other band.. 

Aa III final result of the oClllllUJ\1olltiol;l8 end personal oon
ferencea, u WorMl agreement vas rMohsd whereby B.R. 2485 would 
be 8IIl8.Dde4 so 8' to establish en Asenoy to reoeive, process and 8d
judiaate the Ameri08n vel' d.aaage ola 1JDs, a prO{&1'&m "'hioh essentially 
would require trom three to t1ve yeers for its flooompl1ebment, leav1.na 
the paym&nt ot the awards 88 a matter for cOll8i,deret1on in turther 
oOllf'ereDCGs and subsequent legislation. In so ,agreein&. no v10le~ 
V118 dona to the traditioDil Aaerican ooncept ~ 88notity of private 
propertJ oe the Pl'e81dent 1a declaration 10 thet regard, ),at the delay, 
in 8Scerta1n1.n.t. the mnou.nt of American war dam.ges ve8 removed, and 
time vas presenad tar a more thoughtful Il.Od proper determination of 
how the war "',e6 might be paid ~ 

JI meeting of the Subcommittee was ~ptl1 celled and several 
measuras vere reported by it to the' full Committee on the Judiciary. 
The aotion of the SuboOlll'dttee ves publioly 8rinO~ by the Chairman 
on June 21, 1960. The billa reported "ere 88,follovst 

,!I~..-.~~. a, propoaal that would prpvide for the receipt 
and adjudice on of Certain American war damage ol.a1m8 arising out of 
World War II. Under the }ll"oposed action, the, Foreign Claims Settlement 
Commission would be authDrilled to begin the P,l'ogram tor processing luld 
adjudicating the \der damage olaims. In act:i.zC upon the House bill, the, 
Suboommittee rejeoted the proposal to use ~ prooeeds of vested assets 
88 tba fund for the payment of the cllatms snd inserted an amendment 
providi.Da that actUAIl p8J"II1snt be the subject;

I 

of subsequent legislation. 
This W88 in aocordance 'With the informal agreement referred to aboVe. 

, The SubcOllll11tte. also, took favorable aotion 0.0 S. 531, amend;1Ji 
the bill to provide: (1) The divestiture of title to copyrights, tr8d~ 
Mm.aS end trademarks; (2) the diftstitU1"'9 of title to CElrtain interests 
in estates end. trustsl and (3) the return ~ vested assete to Amerioan 
citiMM whose' properties were vested when they were aliens. 

The SuboCllllDlittee took favorable 8~t.1on on H.R. 6392J 8 bill., 
t.o provide for the ~por.t1on of certain' Guamanian olaims \Ameriollo 
oitisell8 ar nationals) within the original Provisions of the War Cleims 
Act of 1948. 

The Subeommitt.ee agreed to report the toll.ow1.llg measures to : 
t.hefull Committee vithout recommendation! ,: (1) .,~..~ Q bill to ! 
parm1t 8 lump-sUlll settlement out of eo-oall.ed "Mirless propertyu for I 
the rehabll1tetion of needy victims of Naai pars4l0ution. (2) A bill , 

! 
\ 

I 

. ~. 
. ~ 

I 

i 
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to permit the 8G1e of vested pro~which is in litigation, S. 1103. 
Ii (3) A private bill relating to the cla1m of Ithe Oelbermerm Fouodation, 
, .. ohariteble organization of Cologne, Gel"lla~. 

, 

The first a.nd most important of the
• 
bills, H.R. 2485, appeared 

Oll the Agenda of the Judicisry CCllJlDittee for ,it.a meeting of June 23, 
1960. At tt"o subsequent meet:1.ngs of the full Committee the entire list 
of bills appeared on the CotlCllttee ~e,nda. 

I 
At the last aeting of the Senete Judiciary Camdttee, a 

lengthy llicU8sion ensued o\"ar S. 1103, whioh pe,rDiit8 the sale of 8 

vested asset J the tit.1e to vhich is in Iit:tgation. The discussion 
became prolonged and to a point whereturthsr consideration of the bills 
reported out by tho Subcomtlittee beoame the Bu1:.ject of' 8 point of (!l'der'" 
the Sen'l'te then being in session. ' 

i 
The Chair.aan is wcrlcing to the end 'that at the next meeting 

of the Judiciary CCIIl!nittee after the Cong:reS8 re-convenes, a war damage 
claims bill l'IIQy be reported favorably for the consideration of the 
Senate • 

I',' ". 

, i :.' ~~i,:J>~: .:~ 
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I 
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I 
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TAYLOFl,SCOLL, FERENCZ & SIMON ...2- .naae 13, 1"1 

Saal .......... ~j.ft18 tut be "'« call atl .._ 

aftU OW!' _lll1 11t.h 41.....1_ a:ad OIl Apr11 14. _.' ..a. 
llia a ___ a let.tu t.o .. ",1__ til...... __dJ8!IIPl-- to ~- ".. ... a9"8 ............ __pe. Ba_ 

.........................1..... __11 21U. );Nt 


. 1 haw ......... MII,pl..... s..,... . ...... ""itt ~.
.....7_ .•• 1t1M tbe u.u -.11 .. _. 
. . 

.. ., ,Jut. ........ -\TJ.a9 ...... vu1& .. tala 
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._~~:,!~.~g:."=~".-."" "'Kll"~ .......... ,... ~ ADdr 
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__.. 18 .. old. ~ ........... ..., cOOlUl 

__ toM ...1... • 4l~ 1 pl'" ... eou_- ., .-. 

....... ., ........... "'11~ W., ....... ~.: ....""4
.' -..-.1J' wi.,. ..." ...... _u. ........u.-eat 1· 4ft..
.. lAt........... , 


.1. __108""-",,, _••"........... 

......... x~.... -., ''i lMJI.... __flt·of JOU' 

~D9"', ... X..... 1'-.............. waa~ .~ 

"'1.. bee .. __ ........ chaa"a yea ...... an· ~ia_ 

.. llaw J.t. .1......... _, ...." ................... ..c ~ 

-......_1.. ,... ....J.ad.. .,.. ... ~....... 10 'fd.~ yO\\.. 


Qft"418111 ~•• 

eG. *. __1_ 8.18...,: 
.Ml'. Ba\UJ 1 .; . 
~. ~__J . 
*'. saul. Ita... 
MJ:. ~ 

. Mr.. H. JIallezo .. 1'0..... . ,"', 
i,\: *. 8~ 

D. 8iJaCm .....1 
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\ 

.,) 

A n"..".;1 :billa are now .1' eons1deratl()ft by ~ 

CODg'ress ~s1..4 to provide e~a.at1OD to A1Ierleu'nat*cmals , 


•• war 4Qmage••\lSt&1ne4 c!bU':1ng WOr:ld WarIl. The ,Aalar1e_ ' 

, 	 I I 

,	Jewish' C~t.t.ee. the ~.r:l(;U\Ua Jewl~h coapess ,8.ft4 th61 S'-.i 

B-'-ritb--wbl'dh,, )' _"" , , -a lc.n'19 record ofsuppert '.r t:b;epreserv,eu..i 

and $xtenslQD 0;1 ~dem~_t.1eway of lite and tl'le elia1naUoa 
. . .' • • • ~ • , 	 , ,'. ,t .• 

"s1.tan~ 1J'l o})taining le,18 laU-on ,in \hi" a"'61. 'Which w1~1 
, 	 , 

.-1Gb Wil.l tre.t all Uni:ted ~tates ~1t:i:zeM equally I'egu~lle•• 

8f ~ date_ Wfti,cb ~at. c1tJ,zensb1p was aC~J:$4. some of 

the pallfU.!lt ._."...8 WOU1.4. 41'_nDt.1a~ ~ll those Who 
. 	 ! . 

wen W..6.0.U"_ Gil t:lle date the less wus1I$u.1aed and those , 

who.., Al8e&'i.... G1".lae1UJb~p was aequ1s-ed therea.it.et. ~'femer 
i 

WO\lld l:Je elitJ.U>:1a for cC1Dl.PSosaU08 Wb1le ~lat.t..r woul4 'be 
, 
, 

1.\ :&.... contention t.b~t, such ci1sdr.t.mtnatloa is 

34.1550, , 
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, 

'"there is no QG\llIJt that con~S$ haa lluthor:.Lt.y " 


!egi.1.. 1. thei1.1. of·-.r ~ges 1n __~r ."...z 


it 4eems. fit. ·and Jut•. ' Althougb war damage cla1ms rela,, 
I 

payable bY Steir orwa' gGVerDlBti!:nt out of: 
, 

fUilds belOllfj,1.ag t.O 

'.Pha.y are .the"f~ dom.est~e. c'J..;a_ .~ 
I 

not international clalmB. 

in ~ case of 1ateJ:hlil1tional claillft wharf! a'citizen asserts . I' . . . '. 

a demiuldaCi,i.talnst. a foreign fjovermaent. ;b&ve no ap,lPllca))tllt)' , 

It1t1 generaliy .,ulert.e4 ~~ bt.erna,tioaal lawtbilt 

anindlvJAual caB1\Ot. !*'o••¢\1_ a ciai.$ ap1nSt .. iore1p 
. I 

governaant and. there,ore l'1s gove,rnaneDt. .-ust. aQt. for bim.I~ 

poe. s() by vutl),e 01 tlbet1ctioD that '.rhoever inj~s a c:1••• 

I . . , 

injures b1s goverllD'l$nt.. He~ it follOWS 't.h$t. if the ~1.1IDimt 

. was notacit,i.en a·t the __ the 1~Jury Qr loss occurre<i, ~ 

.ute has ftO __1s 18 acting tOl:' him. . . 'this. fiction, h~., 

US .,,0 r4!1f1vaaeywh.are,a$ ~_,ptlymant. from a :forei~n ~1:'Jl"" 
. . I 

, 

axe no 1n"mat.lo.l ord.aeet.lc:: 1e9al obstacles te the 
I 

~ )1,1' e:' f': .~ 
J ":t JiIl'.}Jt. 

http:ord.aeet.lc
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~. ta.11u;r:e to 1Dsist UpOD equal t.re4U1ent fm: all 

ciUmens wou,l,4le_d t.c> thec~Eul_nc:e ~t. th_ a-tpiUlU 

·tdlo baG flfi;ld qppreeelon \4:> CQIIIe to the1Jn1tecll suib" .iutG W)lo 

bIl4volunteered tQ :flgbt ai_by Slile ill the_r against the 

CGJIiB\On enemy would ~. denieci· the 1:Jenef.l:taof the law beAlISe 

-.k c1tlz~nshi.p "pera did not~arxy a.neul1e~ date. T1\..,. 

who haa _en equally ~u.4·~G be _rd.., ~lrlghts. 
__• who M<li 8.0\lgh't halven in tbe UDited.. BtatAIU!1 aad had DO 
. . " ... ". " . . .. ~ . 

ether government t() Whleh·tc turn would :be ~J:.d by the 

U.'ted St..t.es 'because .t.ae. citlzenshJ.p wbten baEl beeR qr_ted . 

tp til. v.-a DOt: ...~ 8uti1elently _t~eQ• 

. Many of tbe btlls ,~ons14.n:e<1 by the C:.gress bave 

<Kmtempl_ted paymtinu to If!i4gal entJ.ties fifty p$reent. owneo 

.,. ~lf1ec1 V.fi. ~tJ.onals • ThQSe Who holi tbe r$inalnlng 

111f.t,ypercent mayeVf:JD be avowed .nemies of tbeUnltei States. 

~t. woul<i lAd1re¢t~y obtaiil full beneftt.s. whereas if the 

J'eevlct.tva el1gil),i,litydat.e" are applied. -'1' Qf .~. vlc'tims 

of _naB ·agpe••iOlllfhOJiJe Ai:De:tlcal1 elt1ee.Jd.p was o,ll.y 

oi 8.han ilNv4 d.tilt ~qu.1re1l no elaborat.J.cm. 

The.oral claim for triiNlt1ftCJ all JJU1 vlct.:I..&'as. (lncl.uCllng 

thOse who u.s not. yet ac:qulre<i U • .6l.. 01t1a.n.b1pJ~ _same as 

U.J;.M1:1-.1s ~ bettar$cep1Jle4 l'Iy tlle United st.at.e$ in 

.~~li~La"... "~.t &a amendment. t.o ·section 32 af .... 'lradt.,ag 
: .:. r' .' .;.. 

'JAj 1 rSd-. .-,...\ 

http:U.J;.M1:1-.1s
http:elaborat.J.cm


I' 

~ ,. .. .

j 
I 

86th OOftP'esB for t1)e CGIIl- ' . I' . 
I . 

~.nt.a~" DO J'8."litet101l· . 
I 

based on tlle diate of cl:t1zensh1p. U~fier It.at,eJ:1DfJ, all 
i 

t1.S.c:Lt.l~ens were to .. t.reatecl &1....1regaJ;'tilea. of the 

s • g.5~ now peBGt1nWtn the 
! 

UDder its terms, all: 
! 

I 
tbe 'bill 'waII enacted, v.auld .. e1191l'>le for the benefl"" 

I . ! 
. I 

the b111p-rovlcl... It bas been reeo9aized, therefore, lty.
I . . 
I 

d18tl1'1cjU1sbe4 .....rs of the congress \that. the aoncepto£ 
.. . 

I 

! . 
seeOiid QlaS8 c:1t.1aen.b.i.p is one that. sheuld DOt. be al1~d 

I 

I 
to creep int.o A1Ii1erlaan 1e9181&tion. I 

. I . 
Sbct.eea years have passed 81nc:_ W,,~ld War 

(;C\I'i1p8nNtl0bf_ war 4Mtiges has alzea~' been too long 
, i 

_1.1'84. l{DOWbg YO\tr oen 1n'tereet! 1n help1J)'S' all those! 
, . . ! . 

wao ha"..n vtet.-1mf!J .of perHeutlcm anei Qppr~sslon. a.Dd. 
. . I . ". .'

Alaerlean·· .. 
I ' 

Your _sl~ to ma1Dtain the. tr~1t.10Da~/eoncctpt.s of equal~t.y;, 
I I 

". earMstly request. that you 1en4 your aaae aM support t.o i 
. ~. \. . , 

• :bill .lob vlll allthor:lze all tboa. who have ~re4 U.S.; 
, . 1 ~ 

i' 
I 



tlU.a field lee cl'1i.av ODe whiCh 48111aD4s urgeD~ at-tenti_ .... 

p:~ acUcm.. _.woW.Q be exc:ee<l1891y grateful for .your 

8yDt.p8thetic cou.14e...Uon of this problem aft4 fer your 

incisive support. 

~----------------------

~~--------------------

.. tY.________---

. 

6/12/61 

I 

http:cl'1i.av








c 

LAW C)FFICES 

LANDIS, COlt'EN, Ru::BIN AND ~eHW.A.RTZ 
. 	 I 

1832 JEFFERSON PLACE, N, W. .1••·.•," .'IJ.:A~iE.S M .. ~~.!? WASHINGTON 6, D. C. • '" . '." '" ~,,, ~ ii-.'" . 

WALLACE M. COHEN . "" ' 	 "".. I .zaLhd9itXW·~,*; ,
SE'YMOUH J, ;aU!:iIN FEDElU.L B - 2020 . i o na£sians~E 

ABBA. P. Sc::a:;W,A.JiTZ 

J_e 14" 1961 

w.. Ba~"g_ '. . I' '.
Jolilt -,ist.\1>8t\_ GomlJ)lt."e .,'. j Eaut" •• it..... 


· No"Y••'aa:, NO,;JVoI4I . 


. 
. 

Dea.saull· 
. 

..· " 
. . " .. '. . 	 . 

...... :.......-.--.-:.....-,'___L_''-'-"..,:••tu:~ .-1m.t-..__l0i~.trlY l....th' 4lMlI••toaIO"; 

.lee 11th aa4' 13••, . Abita,' $am .Henn.~aacll bad a lJl'e.... ~Jl Meada, 
alte~W'*~~,oPuPCi:Meek.".' llepu." lAid AdVl.el' ~.Aa'.letaRt 'lAlal 
AcI.t..... Sp~tJ~.:·!a••:...aftl.'.W. p.....D'" •• a~.\UNlD"." ".coa• 

. •14er",.~ AdmlD••,.altoB·lp08,ltloD ,. lI~a. 741'~. The·elUl:~.aU1'wa.· . 
an ..,..••e.t.... ,*hI. p8.......atwou14..look.' die maHeI' a.ala,. ,.though

.' tIae an~•. 'jut 11ot' ~....attI4"l&,lyeaC.u.l'aliJl.~ .. The... was .•• me ·..,.' . 
blt~t,.a,~"t .~. k....;~1 fo,~~wh~h ,p"t.io~a,cl,4,sc..t1!te;" .~the .. ' . 

. ,.n_lo ..4 copy"Of'...... lett~'" for Jav".' a"Plull'e. might aile¢' the . 
".,• ..tID••,' eattltu4e. .' 	 . :.... . 

" , !, .', . .p 
"'.' . ..' S-.o8417,'1 ..lked wi.e)) ·,I6.Uea !..ea••1' lD lavlta'. ,ofllce aa4. a.,leI 

y 	 that Itbollf._:~:,;"ta'ifoU.w.Up 1.ttel"l'om Javlt.!wOulcl~...."luI. '.~.'u.'.a1, . 
lWi\s ••n·••kedtoicl,aI... leU_I', .octp,. of.~hl.ll'.e~I...cI hel'ri'u.. '. 
Aneli' Ie keepma up, wI. the.e. inaitel'a. ·lam fall.ly ,a,tdly' taUlD.tbem .' ,
off ataee I ami••••lDjbivolvedm ole COD.jt.8"~1.pl'eeeatatlo. ,o'tbeAlD 
bU1. • I win eonUauetOkeeJ> an eye on thea.matte..s. how•••I'.foI'80me 
"me. 

. ;.1 

SJlhmh. 
ltJl~loau.. e .. 
... 	 . 

cc: ':SlrDOft'Segal 
.. ', " iNehemtah Robinson . 

I 
I 


.! . 


I 

I . 

. .3'4'1 r.: ~ o·
'.' vvC; 
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TAYLOR, SCOLL. FERENCZ '& 
COUNSELORS AT L.AW 

TELFORD TAYLOR 

DAVID. E. SCOLL 

SENJAMIN S. FERENCZ 

KENNE:TH SIMON 

Herman Edelsbarg, &sq. 
D1rector, Washington Off1ce 
Aa't1-DefaJlaUOft Lflagt18 of S'nai 
1640 Rhode lslaJl4 Ave .. B.W. 
·\fUll_ton 6. D.C. 

-';:> 

By this time I presume that 1l.he 

SIMON 

400 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW VORl< 17, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL e~ea90 

CAB~E ADDRESS: LANTALAW 

July 19. 1961 

lettar to Senator 
DOdd' whioh you cilraft.eahas been auly signed and s\lbai~ted. 
I~ bas come t.o my atteot.10ft tlUlt H.R.1479 which was su'bm1tt.ed 
),y Mr. Harris on JUMi 6, 1961 cOIlt,81na, a clause which if 
enaoted intto law woul4 be fatal to meat Of ttbe elaiJas in which 
we are int.e"st.ed. 

880.204 state. that no claims' shall be' allowe<l unl••• 
the property u.J'>Oft which 1t was based was QWMQ IIby' a nat1c;mal 
of iihe Unit.ed St.a~1I on the date of loss, dQaWe, eto. and . 
oont.1llWlnlsly th.r~ullft.er ut.il the d4u. ., f11iag cla1m with 
the C~ss.1_. n. si.ftae many of CbG propert.ies were dQlapci 
and the .ruins weresGld. tb,ia would destroy ~ possibilit.y 
of a claim by t.he formal' QWJle,r who bas never heeR a_pensated 
far· the d$'Ratg8e sWlttal.t.ned. lit may l)e' tba\t tb. wording of the 
bill i8 simply at. dc'afeu, error a1aceltt 111 pLao.a under Che 
headlDg. n.,.t.ioaalitr of Cla1r.Dant.8". ,It. was proba:b1y meant. to 
1'••,1; ".1:..,.1"-..,' owned _ ,. .,•• gDi a aational of t:he 
hit.ed a_•• OD the 4a~ of lOS8, e~.an4 cont,Uuously tbere
after- eieh of c=eurse we also _Jectto beeeuse Gf the da_ 
01 nat.L-.l1q- nqW.Jte.ments but at least it. vould el1m1nau t1ae. 
GOntiBuoqe .....ahip ••gtestien. 

I draw tltie to your at.tentiOll lIDd the att.ent.ioR .f 
the others aoneerned. 1ft oriel.' to make : sure that this error. 18 

. plCked. up ctwt1ng t.be· C0IliID1'tt!HJ bearings &114. apprOpr1at.e 
cwrecUolUIiI suJ:lrd;'tt.ecfl. 

- " '. - ' 
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TAYLOR. SCOLL. FERENCZ & SIMON July 19~ 1961 

:1 W4iml4 _ p'at.eiul for lOlll:' ...,,188 as t.o the p:reHilt. 
,taw. of the le,lalaticm a_ wha.VU' ..441tJ.oo&1 act.ioD -r 
..,. re~4 1D. OJ;de~ to have aD ap»rO,Plfiate :b111 pas••d. 

wltihkiad .regarda, 

QQ. Mr. M~inu:1c. 8iswe.r ./ 
Dr. Nehe .... ah R.lnsoal Mr. Phil Ba\1UD v 

.Mr.Sy Rubin/. Mr. Scbwaru 
Mr. Saul lql'SJaD 

. Dr.. H.· Muller 

, .., 

Sti t~:£:/j /1' 
,',' 

' 
. .' •. _i.· .•, 
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LAW OFFICES 

l.i·...ND:fS,. COHEN, RUBIN AND S~HWARTZ 

1832 JE:nE:BSON PLACE:, N. W. 

JAMES M. J::ll!!'F.fU;1ih, WASHINGTON e, D. C. 
WALLACE M. COHEN 

SEYMOUB J. Bua:J:N FEDEBAl. 8 -2020 

ABBA. P. SCHWARTZ 

'JUDe 19, 1961 

M.,., Saul: I<agan. 

Jolnt-Pl!lts"lbut\on Comrillttee 

3 Ea.at, 54th .Stl'ee1t I . 


NewYol'k~·Z;New York 


ae: Qerm~ Claims t.eB\Sl&tlon 
, . .~ . 

Dear Saul: 

p' -" en T 

II •• 1 ......-.• 

eo sA 

. 1 hard ate'lephone eODvel'satlon wltbl.le.: Meeker today.. He had 
taJ,ked",wlthAbe. Gliaye8,~ " . , . 

f 

o 
.', ,·Hf)')in.~¢liLt~4 ~h,attbe ,pl"~Um",al'freappl'al.al altha. J)t!p .... ~e,n~t 8 

. .poBltI9nliild"il'_:,\iltecl 'n.~I'.a#~~il~il~.~I"'at,l'o,,'t\0Jl., .lie ··IilE.';l~;;"~lt,tb" .. 
. wa.8;\..~o.~,~~'.~~Il!s?oti"he, .~.a$OJ)..,:p~ev;~~fi'lY;~j~"fd._tali,~pa.9gV:·Jo.ell\bn8 . 
againeta for~{8ngovemment). but,beoause:: . ... ,'" . . , 

p 
y 

'1•. 'The source otthe. ~va,U~b.letUJ1~!lw'er,e inJact w&'I',:repliL,ratloll 
luncle;: 8,nd .. 

2.: . A good many of th¢lo.8~s whlch.wewere~a"lng about occurl'ed . 
psoloso to the. war. In add.ition. 

3. Tb~ formula: propoeed ..... ,eliglblllty aai,o~·dle<~8:t~!ot enactment· 
of the law~-in~~ ell,g'bl1\~ a. mattel',.of chance,; 4e,fHtnd.l,8$' uponwhethel' the 
legt~latlon might have been enacted. biI95~orwou1dbeenacted in:1961 •. oi' 

. later.. . . 

. . X lndlcatedthat 1 had 80me ~~athy of thlslas,t posltlon.slnceit' 
was obvlousln 'our al"swnents whlehbad. been made ovel' ,~e coure. of sevel'al 
years. However, \t seemed to me that all of these. points could be met. U. 
for example, eligibility were to depend uponna.ttonaUty as 01 t1)edate olthe 
enactment (which is eubstan:tlally the case at present), plus eUglblUty based upon 
8t~tu'liIa.Ef.a pel'8ec'Ilteewhen: the daim ar08e. thelhappeiStinc~ aspeet of the 
propoealmaldng eUglblltty dependent only upon the date of enactmentwQuld 
be eliminated•. Presumably. It would be Po 6,1 sible. also to do something with 

I., 
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respect to claims arising only during the wartime period. as long as trans
fers w):).lc:l1. occui'ired as a result of tJle dl$crlmlnatory laws were regarcS9~;as 

. being vold.· '" ".'..J"~.';" 

.... Meeker then went' to the question of the eHeet of enlargement of '. 
eUglbllity (mthe recovery of the traditional claimants. , 1 indicate.• complete 
lack' of sympathy wlth this point in principle, since, unlike the others, hwas 
based only upon the desire of certa~ claimants to get more than they otbe.r" 
wise WGulaget, an4not upon 8.!lY logical or eqult~ble coni!Jldel'atlon.· t agreed. 
with him. that ltmlght have a great deal to do with'the polltical realities. however, 
a.ndpointed~U:tthat thel~mltations abovl/?suggested would cut down the Itnew" 
A,mericanclaims quite' sUbstantially. 

Without 81~lnfl any lnciicatlon that this _uld result til any change in. 
polley, MeekEir than asked. ~etf 1 could ge,t for hlmsome rough estimate of 
Utenulnber..of"Claltnants .who.~uldflle and t~ i\moUnt'o£ their claims, assuming: 

. . . 

. ... . (a)' Sucbelalmants had. to. be pers~ns who would beellgible' under 

S.ction laQf~e Trading.wlth the~emy Act (that l8 persecutees)iand 


, , ". '.. 'j' " . -... . , 

(b)Clairriswo'wd be,lbnited to those ariSing dui'lng tbe.aetual war. 

time. periCH!. 


1 told him that 1 wouidtrytOb'!-ve su¢h a mernOtarid.um for blm~ 
.' . 

Sincerely•.. 

$eymQur J.·ilubin 

sj:a:mh 

ce: . Simon S.gal . 

Nehemlah ~oblnson 
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8'NAI B'RITH 
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1640 RHODE ISLAN!) AVENUE, NW. W4SHIN'TON 6. D, C. • EX£CUTIVE 3·5284 " C4SL! ADDRUS; BNAIBAITH 

OFFICIO' THE 
EXECUTln VICE PRESIDENT 

June 20, 1961 

Senator Thomas J. Dodd 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Senator Dodd t· 

Since the enaof World War II, Congre88 has enacted a number of 
laws to providecOIIIIIpeusation to American nationals for war daaages., 
Still ouUtaGdina, however, is the probl~ of providing compensation 
for American war damage claims for 10s8es suffered in Central lurope. 
The American Jewish CoBBdttee, the American Jewish Congress and B'nai 
B'rith Join together to ask your assistance in sponsoring an equitable, , 

bill to this end. 

A number of bills dealing with this problem have been introduced. 
As organizations devoted to the ,preservation and extension of our 
demoeratic way of life and the elimination of all forms of discrimin
ation, we feel that 80JBe of these bills ~ undesirable and inva,lid 
distinctions between American claimants on the basis of the date of 
their acquired citizenship. We hope that you will press for 188isla
tion that will treat all claimants who are United States citizens 
equally, regardless of the date on which citizenship was acquired. 

Some of the measutes would deny recovery to an individual who 
wae not a citizen on the date the loss wa~ sustained. This super
ficially plausible limitation does not take into account the realities 
of the war claims problem. The United States, not Qeruny, is paying 
the compenaation out of funds belonging tq it -- liquidated vested 
enemy assets. The United States, therefote, haa full authority to 
decide which of its citizens are entitled to participate in' the 
recovery. The distribution of these U. S .i-0va.e4 f'lmda is a matter 
for domestic legislation. 

Since it is the United States which owns the funds available 
for payment, it should not make distinctiohs based on date of citizen
ship where the moral claims are equally valid. Should not the victim 

~." .~~.. .' .... 
....... . 
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of Nazi cG~[iscatio~ or violence who acquired his U. S. citizenship 
after h~s Loss be Sf; eligible to partic~pate as the one who antici 
patf.'d the Nazi, llolocaust and escapt-?:! earlier to take refuge in America? 
~anyof the former served as vaUa:lt!.y i.n the free world's fight against 
Nazism as any American soldier. So',ne evel: fought in the U. S. armed 
forces. 

Thi.s principle we are espousing has been recognized in the past 
in:-ongressional enactments -- Public Law No. 671, an amendment to 
Sec. 32 of the Trading With The Enemy Act. (A brief discussing this 
s'Jhject in .!:lome detail was left with your office last month.) 

It is sixteen years since the end of World War II) and compensation 
for war damages is already long overdue. We hope earnestly that you 
will ft:,spond favorably to this request and that we can look to your 
leadersllip in the fight for a:1 equitable bill. 

Sincerely yours),__? 

/}/-..~- ,-J~!.A-" __~,
l1J1'urice Bisgyer / / ' ' 
Executive Vice ~~ident , 

MB:ebo 
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soct81 dlaor1minaticn. 

',<;,While we theretoreweloome:~8ent P~~sa18 t.e.oompen8a~. 

Arne~~eans tor war losses, we ~:\mtura.llY: iriterested Inpreventlng 


incOrpontloJ ot provisions mioti' ~shtunJ~tlY 4ep~lVe80meseleeted'

.'", . (. ,. .' I '. " . 

groups ."Arn8;'lcans from aOGelato Its benefits•. ~ ye~rs already 


.hav,:elapaed,~lnoe the end of Wo~ld war II Jid..payment. tor wa.r losses 


. ot·:Jtie';jdnd:dow:belng .' contemp1a.~d haSalN.' .been ·tG4J·.·.10Dg detemd. 


,ItwOllld ~. r.egrettable it «amasa done by 'chllay were now compounded by 


da1page d':'~yrestrlctlve utlJ:tions. ot :el.lgi.b111tY. . 


··'i:aotb·1It :7479 8.nd. lnl 7283. tlle,;;maJor PrO~ials nOw·be'tore .this 

. . . " . i" - .~'" 

"_~~~,' ?l't~uld d.eny ellg1bliti:to'olalmantswho acquired Ame,:.lcal) 


~~t:> ;';'>i,<,'~er the date or ~pe1'tY l~~••:nb~vtewthllta 

'p~~~1~n';ir.specting.el1s1bil~ty •.Wh1ob. .wuldeuerui the~netlt8 ot 

t ,';, """',: .', ", '. ' .' • . : ' .. ~.. 

tlleiJ;aw.A:lt ,.l,e.~st to all persou.'~o 8.l'8·01tlzensat theckite· of. ~ri~ 

.,.. aot~~t~t the b111 woUldln eV~17 I'8speotbe mOr4Itji''; and ap~rt.
'.' '; 

'. ate.' 

,, , 

tors'mustbe.a.cknowle.dged. "The ~ney.to; 'b4t', \employed,ln 'the satis

tact10n ot~h.e8e;~11i~. w1l1oomer:trom the ~:aslU'Y' (it i;Re' tTn1ted . 

states and .~~t t~at"of" a tore~SA,~.:powe~~·sui.h.l~1mS "are· 'do~e~10, and . 
.,,; ," , .. ";',',::,1!" . ", ::: 
.\.' .' ');. I.'. . 

not '1ptemat10nal in chara.,ter, ·.a,nd' the prine1pl••. gavern1ngthe ad.':' 
. :.. . -~. '..' . . ... '. . 

. - '.\ '. !' '.. .' 

Jud1catlon .•.Q:'f,' international cla1sDs need not .~,observed.. by the ,eC),~. 
: . i:! . .':) I;; " '. . "" .•.. 

grese 1n e~t~blishlng theellg1.li~~lty ot ,clalp1s orclalmantft.~. The ' 
. ':, "" .. {;r~t .' ." ".' "y., , 

Congress therefore has plenary a'-tthor1ty to+egls1a~e ,in this,tield
.' ". . . . :" . '. "<::~. '.".,' -.. . , . 

ami the QnJ.y .l1mltation u~n tht!a power is th;a.t, derived from a selt 
. . ,', ' 
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',." '., ~ {. . .... . 

~mpQsed .obl18atlon to befall'. 

'Therequ.lrement of .1tlzensnip as o~ the tlmeof 10S8, lncluded 
:,:,,}. '- j'," '"., ..•• , " . .. '':, '~" ' ' .. 

In. ~~ pending bll1a, apparentlii:derlves: frotu the princlples applled
';,~:, :. . ,",> ,':' .' •• ~..:~ 

ln ~iie matte" of a claim by aPr~vate persOI{ag81nst a toreign 'gQVeJ-n~
'''::~:::., . ' ',~.".} , '~ 

_n~;: '" Itls':eatabllshed that e.n.;~~ndlV1d~l'~ nOt prosecute a clatm 

agal~t' ~f~.lgn state.'· He ~~, :ther8:tol'Et~~ttu.rn· to .his own govem

n1tmt~; ~o e8'pousehl~ caUBe. Thl~til~ made; pO~~lble by s.n';~klng the . 

legal t~ot~o~' ~~t :80 ·lnJllr.Y· t.'~prlvat~~~ni8 'ciee~cl' toW:an' " 
.', . ','" :--.~ , . ,'. ;.: .,' , : ····,;~t'·, ~";,-' .":'~"."", ~',' '.- ..J:' -, .," ", ,: ';."'" 

lnJ~ totne state 01' wtl.loh he~S a olt~zenl ~.tb.8 st,ate ~la there-
b;'''~;;'~~ ...•~~~~.~.~~~~ r~~f tO~~oUte ·theo~1Bl :"in:~~~, j~.b..l.i. .Con- . /, 

.r,.e~ly (in Such lntern8.tl0nal~ifa1rft811 l:.e. ijla.1DU1"'a8~1riBt .t~re1gn 
.";~~~Ilt~lju ~be ~N' ~8 al~O~V01~cl :~!ult<a8t~te will not p~e4 
· ~~~,";the ~~reoll~lt rep~~nt8wa8a~itl_nat the 't~:~t; 


". ' , , : It the: ClaUtan~~>W8JJ; ~t' ~.~itize:~ ~ttllEtt~ of' ' 


· ,lealf,: the~r~t~' 't~.i-7 'that':{hlB state' iiIldbeen' irlJl1l'ed oarfhave 
,:L',.. ':;il,::C ~, ':. "...' . ..,...,; :~:..'. . , I • • '. .I··•. '.. , '. ':"" 

no v~lcUty(~),': . .....! '. .' . 

.F:~~~ .~~. ~~t1pe. b~~I',;'a~~~~loat+~.Gl''''l~~ 

." to ~he matter..a, lrR.lore this coUllld;ttee. 'The '8181ms made Cognizable 

(Q"!id~t~,~~,!479~,~, 1~3~,~~t~a,.... .to&a1:~ a 
\.. ·'tore2.gn gove,~QJ'l theJ are, essentially domestlc ola1ms. The former 

, :1::" -;:;' .... ',' : ,,:~I::<.... , . 
, ~ • ,\.,':,."". , " , > ",' , ., ", ::. ,',. " ;. ':" :{. '::" " ."', '.,.. .. ' " ,,': 

enelJl"V asse:tsWb~ob were,veBtedl~ .11eu of ~paratlona. and to ala~. . 
· .' ,: '.... .'. '. . . . . .:t~ < : : > '.'.,"." " '.. .'<' 
part 11qld:iI!1~i~<'are bY' lntel'Ql.lt~pnal ~ement and CJel'liian OQriserit •. 

aS~11~s:~~l\Sl'8a810nal 'cU.r$~tlve. ~l'Op8l-ty b4e:l~DS1~t() th.;' 
. trnlted states·~· As slIcb.'the8e ~dB' are: not·~d.1stlnguj.shabie: fJ:.ou(8riy . 

O~h~~ ~ndSrepos1ng lnthe~dci states Tre~. And thf)~ 'is' 

:therefore no prlnclple of law whlch inhlbits. ~he congress' from mB.ld.ng 

paY1l1E!n~s tor suoh .aomestloclatmS· to pebo~whO'were nOtcltl;enson 

341564 
'.: ," 

.; ~ . t."jO: ;~~ 

http:mB.ld.ng
http:tore2.gn
http:ther8:tol'Et~~ttu.rn


';·f 

. '~.. ',+3
Jtle woul4 l'e6peotfUlly, notethatexaotlythls posltion has been 

\ aliQPted tn.C<:mIparable leg181at~9~ by .ether govel'nlllantil. Thus. Oil. 
) sepJ~~ber2e'"'1949, 'Great ll1'1t~A' entered into ,an agreement w1th ' 

" 'S' • " .. <; .': .,.. . , 

'Cze9PPS10Vald,a pursuant~,. 'Wbicli;;"pzeOhOS10Va)d.L\ paid Oreat Br1taln 
, ' !"'~'" 't, ,'" ,'~< .;,; 

,elSlit. ml1l1()n.po~88terllnsnl~ tinal set~~ment ....,of clali;Ulf n:th ' ' 
'~': ' . . ~' ' .. 

re8~pt to'B,l;,1tlBhprope.rty., r1~ts, and lnt~~8ts attected,byv<1rl~ 
, :' ,:",; " "",: " ,,~':~', , ' ,)., . . - . ,,' , . 

QU8;:Qsechoslb:v'ak measures of, natlonallzatlon;•.~:.,~Artlcle lotthe 
" 

" 

.ag~ment,;~is.ned"Br1tl.m Pl'Ope~1"a8 Pro~rtYOWnedbY'sr~tlsh_' 
, , ,', ' , ~',' , " ' ,:; 

'tl0n1u:s on' :th,e 'date'of',~ a~~nt 'arid"a~!the'date; oftbe ~levant 
, ;;' ", '" , '\ " '" " ' ~. ,,- ',' ~,~:. ' :f-; ,. .. - : ' <, " 

CZi~n:QSI(jVaK-'measure8" (:11l0the;r.:cI~r48",at .~!te•. :date (JtlO.S~. 'J»~' 
,GP11;e" ~hlscle8.1"c11t "p~~.~()nln~~the';agref!llDEt"'t,.J ,th,e'toJ'Qlgnoompena4

, \'. ," " ,", .<'! .,.' . Ill' . .,., 
,tlQnf;1)11lor':l950,: elnfloted by:t~?Brltlsh ~l~nt and the Ol'(leZ' in 

Oouri~11 p~U#lgate4 P\lrsu.aJ.\t tCf~hat: bill .P~,;ided that persons Who 
~, : . 

we~:,;:Brttlsh; ,.;cltlzenSeltheronthe date ,ot, '~heottlo1al4eQree,of'."
~~' :":,': .. , ',"'"... ,~, .:' '," .' "', . , : ',. '.' '. . . " ,"::, , 

\ • ",: ", ," 1 

cone~s()at1on/ the', 'date ottiM phiSloalc11SpOsseeslon,:: Qr. on the.d&te, 

.of th.e'"'~~nt,were ellS1ble~opa"lC1pate' 1n the. tul14. 
t:Refen1~' tathe. dl~par1t7:~tweentbe '":l>ro.v1S10n~· In..1;l1e :t9i'etgn
'f ,', , ~ . . , . . " 

'seo~ta%7otstate, tor· Fox-elgn Ai:1'alrs reported:to'Parllame.nt .a~,', .' 

r~ll..wS'1 nThesePI'Ov181onetolio., 1n.gelieral';thoseof '~he asreemints 

ft~:"PluralWas,~ed beca1l~ the?jret~renoe,,~,to an agreement with 
,'" . " , '''I' 

YUg~Sla~a'a~welll, butlt 11 m),tpraotioableto tOllOw'the, ~~ 
menta entlNl.Y'beOtlUBe :the7 were~'dratt.ecifo1." the .purp()se· of 'applica

tlon e.SlJlWl1~1palleg181atlGn." ':in other woreis) 1n settling 'th8,:na-, 
, J,,,:,"" 

tlo~lzatlon ~ialme with czeCho~lOVakla, Oreat,8rltalncould{lssert 

t~e 'Claims onlyot,its oitlzensat the time ,:of 1<>88,·. but, ,ill d1st~1b

utlngthe bulk amount under lts domestio.law, it felt tJteetodlstrib
", '}" ',' 

ute .the money as It chOse, and:, finding it equ1table to 40 so, made 

.34.1565 
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the,t\PldavaJ.labletope~ns wru;, were c;tlZeRS at the time of 
, . . ." , 

, I 

. ":'agre~nient -~:a much later' date than the d.a;~;,otthelo8s. 
, . ;-..',,' . . '., , '.,.,. :.'. '. ' 

',' '~, 

.',.' ~mparab,leprecedent ,in ~,rm' law 118,~q ,~' roUnd in,iUbi1e 


Law;671 amencH.ngSectlon32 ,()t~~e Trad.11lg Wli;h The ~my Act whlcm 

;:,' ) '.: 

re~o'shtze8 th~ moralproprlety o;ttrea~1~ alIke all. "Vict1mS otthe', 
, ~,' '" ... , '..... . . . .', . ", , , ' , .~. \~ '.. . ' " .', ' 

Naz2.~:~g1m.e# ':l~l~ng thosemo:::'bave nOt ,-et 'aoqu1r$4tnl1ted states 
" ,,", " ,_'.,' ., "" I" '.. " . ." " 

, :,', ' ' ',' "","'" ;:,'" '," '., , , ',' , ' " ' " " 

,(' ~lt~,~~~p.:'S.956~:noW ,b..tore.,;t;he8e~te,woUld provide for 14eri
.' . :~' , " ".' " :. " , .. '-" '''.'' ,:,', ".",~. . ,: : . ' .....'.. .,..' '," , .' .' .' . - '",: " 
t~~al ,ompeJ'uJatloni torwarCl~t,o~l'cltfl_r)8 rep.i'dles's otthe' 

. ,'," ,:'.>,', ":,, . ':."'!. <:' "", ",:' ,'. ", " ',~>, '," '<'. ,,~,";,:,~, .",' .... :i ' '",' ';.' '.'~' ':.' ... ':', .': '.',' ",' " ,.', 

da\" .:Ol~~JSEt~sh1pwae 'EloqvJ.red.,;:~~over# ltr. 'ls .we~1'1'8~a'b118hedpol'" 
 ,., ... -,.-":'~ •• ~..<,,,-,, ..... -: )." .....~...:-,:.,-.., ..'.., ......., ..... ,.,.. • ' " , ',,'.. • • 


l~y,.:·~~entlyen1ll\C1ated bYcU:~t:1~shed Jaem~riJotthe COngress" 
, , 

i 

• th9.t{,~, .$9~c1 at no t1mePtZ'm1t: i tbe 1ntrodl.lC~~.n of' oast.8'8 or cate
: :~', -'." " '" ' ~ ; J", ~ 

g~#,s ~n~~~rloan',oltlzenBhlp., .The tactot. Cltlzenalllp~ .1t'is 
~., '. ~ ""', "... / ".. 

ma1n~~nEtd,:iShoU1d,8ione quallfy.)8J.l Ameri.'al1ke.torwtultever: 
, ':',.","d:~"":'·'<·'~"'''<··':'''':''~~'I,:;:~, ",: .:--,';" '<... :, '.. ;, ·,·",.,·;;"tt"".', .. ,', f: .... ,<'... ,".,. ,','","', .,.~, '.., .:. " ',,' ,...... ,., 

adv~t.sma::/ thereby:aocrue .,i~t .is this pr1neiple 'Wh1ch.. seekt;o 

p~~;~t ~~'iimPle~~t;~" 'i:~l . "" '. 

,", ~ , . . ' :.,:~. 

". we .~·that th18.~~tt~f.t, 'a.dopt a: .wi~ of 811810111ty which 


. wil].' "xtel14thebenet!.ts" otthls:,ieS18iailc)ll.· atleaat' to 'all ..pe¥sO~ 

, •. 1~ , : . ':. ' ;. "(; . ' 

whoweh cltlze~ of the. UbltedStates' ~t 't~t1nl$ .otthe .~naotment . 
• '. , " i" . • 'I' • ,K . .' \" ,'~;.'. . , .. ', :', 

Of t.he~1l~.. . By' a09ptlng this ;~.mmendatl.n, the CoDSre"8SWoUld be 
, , ..: ", :: -; " ~ . ~. " . ,;, t: '. 

hQnd"-1l8 the'Clab.ss· or peNona,\~iOln man.v'QUeShadcontrlbu1;eCl' 'to 
. " ".'; ,.',' , " ,'... '".,," '.,'" '.. ',,' 

, '''. 
. . . 'IS:'''' 

.' 1./,,' : " , :' ~~:. '.~': '_.• '~" 

1;nelr tOrm$roltlzensh1p~ now have recourse to nei governmentoth~i- . 

t~n the 'mu~ed State'~ 't~r repre~ntatl~n' orcomp8nsatlo~~ ,~~
" ," to 

'It 1s important "to bear in ia.1nd th~t someot tbe 'personS' whom'· ,~\ 
".... '. ..' '. 1\,. " .....' ",/~ 

th~seb1l18 would exclude are persons to whom 'the Uh1tedStatea .' ' . \~ 

otte,red haven when they were t'lee'lng trompeX'~c;utlon by NazlOerinany.::' 

and her Al11~s. 

'~RE 
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cogn1Zedoyt;he' Allied· ~~8.· S.riQludlnsthe't1n1ted states" when they\~ 
lnet~ted'tnai;,' 'pers9nswho'Were ti.ea~eda8eljemy nationS ~y the enemy

".\','., '. .' ,~, . . , . . . ," " . ' . 

(victpis of'· perae.c;utl0n)sboul4f ~~ ,Elss1m11at'4. t.o . thatot: United. 

Natt~~~8natl~na18 .aild, t18:s,,~.·'~OLlldbee~~ltl.d t~ recoverfoithe 

waX-. losses sdsta1ned In. ·c.-..mtl'tEi~')fhere· pers'i;t(lut1CQ was ·pl'aCtlced. .: . 

. '. ThU~~·.the~~ed· state,.~1~d···1~~eXactlng.~v1f110nS.· trOm'Hung~#",. 
J(Rumaniaiand,nalY: ·tha.t.·aitsUQ11/~~ons who,s.Witaln.ed war ·lqaBesln . 

'. tho~e 'cOuntrl~B would. Pet dY.nrl.ghtslden~l:~· to ,thOse enjoyed bY" 
. ":, ',.. " . ~. : - . '. :' . ,:,. .', <: ~. . . ,.... . '-. '.. . . , . .' .' '. . 

Uri1t~d'sta.tes WeN nOtaa' s0114.1t(,1le, ot ·thefJ' •. ::l'lsbts 1n:ltaown" .' 
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IOctober 23, 1961 

Mr. Nehemiah "Robinson .' 
. i W(lr~d Jewi~hCongress. 

15 Kast84th Street 
New York 28, New York 

Dear Mr.. , Rob.inson: 

We have an 11 :30 a.m. appointment onThu~sday, October 
26 with Andrew McGuire and lunch ,.,ati: 00 p.m. with Dr. 
Borchardt. Will you plan to take an: early morning plane 
and come to my office, then we can walk to .our appointments ? 

I look forward to ~eeing you. ) 
;>/ l 

Sinc~r.llY yours, 

" .. /,1). _II/~ 

;/H,imanEdelsberg 

:\.;/ 

HElebo 

,l 

3415t18 




I.~r 1', 1961, , 

DeN' Ufltmau' 


'(1) ~8 ""10- ltd.'''' aa4\he • .-'." ' 

. '.. " . ., 

, W$ "411ha'VG .. ,lOUIn; Wos 4l4v.,ca. Is!'.... 

: (2)' CO.,.datloa PB\JIl." wettei 4eC181'M .~ 

80IIe five '~0 eco. 
, I 

with oeQ~et 
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. (1) '!had. ".10- let'" ~ '""' .s..,... 
. I 

. We \411. h.e'V'$ t.o ~;tl~~. hi.$ adv~fh'•.J . ~atiwM,.. 
! 

(2) OOlllgausaw,on »~.t•.~. ~tel'af! M'" 
tazeJ)lQ 2J:tt')()ii$'W JtJ."lll~1l8 of: th~ Inflf!2"nel R",~ 

. '. " . 

~ n,.,o ,~S lI(§J. 

\fUll be. ~,~t 
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November 7, 1961 

Mro Nehemiah Robinson 
World Jewish Congress 
15 East 84th Street 
New York 28, New ~ork 

Dear Nehemia1t: 

You may h,ave noticed some t;hanges in the minutes of our 
meetings last week. They were dictated .atKurtBorchardt' s 
request and they represent his revisea thoughts on the questions 
we discu,ssed. 

I 

. Borchardt, who is receiving from the West German government 
compensation for his\':tnterrupted educ'ation~' wonders if you or 
your colleagues have any experience with the que~tionof,whether 
or not this ..compensationis taxable by our- government.. Do you 
have any advic.e on this ? I 

With. best regards, 

HE:ebo 

341571 
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DEC 1 .; 1961 

87TH CONGRESS 'H R .. I' 190
1ST SESSION 
' 

IN THE HOUSE OF REP'RE~ENTATIVES 
JANUARY 3, 1961 


Mr. M,\CHROWIOZ introduced the following bill; Iwhich was refelTed to the 

Committee on Intersiate and FOl'eig'n Commeree 


I 

A BILL' 


1 

2 

3 

4 

mend the War Claims Act of 1948 tb provide for t 
, ' I 

benefits under such Act to 

permanentre' ,nts of the United Stat . 

, I 

NATIONALS OR RESIDENTS OF THE 
, I , 

"SEC. r8~ (a) As used in this 'section ~Q iHH~ti9R 19;7 

8 the term "national ~~deRt of .the United States"means 
. ' ! . 

9 any, individual who ~ on the date,. of enactment 'of this 
.~(A.· .. .":. " 

10 aea~lt>tI IS a CItIzen Oil ft~llIl of th~.U ruted States,' ~) 

1-0 

341577 




. i 
/, 

2 


1 ~wfull}:~admitOOd'""to-tlre~United:"'St1tt~s"1~oot 
. ~~~~~. 

2 r~+li--d~Jw~J!!<wful 
3 I~~i~l:leh~~6f...eflaetment. . 

4 " (b) The;·Co:mniissio~ is autho~zed to receive and to 

5 detennine, according to law, th~~:~;"~~~~lidi;~) andlJ~"' 
I :~/ 

6 provide for the payment of any 'claim filed by any national 

7 QU99is@8tvof the United States

8 . "( 1) who while serving in the milit.ary, naval, or air 

9 forces of any government allied' or associated with the 

10 United States during World W a~ II, was tak~n and held 
. I 

11 as a prisoner of war by any gov~rnment with which the 

12 United States was at war during W orld War II; or 

13 " (2) who while' a citizen ,of the United States or 

14 . of any government allied or as~ociated with the United 

15 States during World War II, was imprisoned contrary 

16 to the standards established by linternationallaw in any 
I 

17 jail, prison, or concentration c~mp during World War 
I

18 II by any government with which the United States 
I 

19 was at war during W orld War II ; 


20 for compensation for "the period during which he was so 

I 

21 held as a prisoner of war, or was so' imprisoned. 
. I 

22" (c) Compensation payable under this section shall be 
. I 

.23 .payable in accordance with the standards established by, 

24 and at the rates prescribed in, subsection (b) of section 6 of 

341578 



3 

1 .this Act, and paragraphs (2) 
I 

and i (3) of. subsection (d) 

2 

3 

of such section 6. 
I 
I 

" (4)· ~B~ &m.W.Wt. pa:¥a'bJ.e.QDdeL.thiL.sootion.shaJl,~be 
. . 

4 \£dllg~tl·6y·gtleh·StiHfi'ftiHs.D@<..~iGaa.:L..6 . _ 

, . 

I 

7 "t9) In the &.rent of the death ~f the individual entitled 
I 

8 to compensation under this section, I payment maybe made 

9 to the persons specified in paragraph' (4) of subsection (d) 

10 of ~ection 6. 

11 ~":(f:::::::~E~;:::~:.12 Wltit 

13 

14 e 
H~ 

I 

Any claim allowed under this section shall be cer

15 tilled to. the Secretary of the Trea,sury for payment out. of 

16 the war claims fund established by section 13 of this Act. 

18 

19 

20 e payment of any·..,-____ 
I 

21 tional or ~e§ldent of the United 

22 U niled fte, or of any gover e1\t allied or associated with 

23 the U mt,ed States during World War II, was interned and 



. I 

.1 

4 


1· forced to perform force<dlabor, or depJrted and forced to 

. . ~...........-,~.,.,.",.....,.t ..w.~.,.;. .-....",.; . ..p,;. ......:-.o;'.''''; ~ 


2 perfO~a50r, by tEe"gov;;;~ment~ of any nation lth 

3 which. the United States was at war during Wor! 
. r 

.4 for detention benefits for the period du:ring 

5 forced to perform forced labor. 

6 " (b) Co.rnpensation payable un de 

7 payable at the rates prescribed in s section (c) of section 
I 

8 . 5 of this Act for months of deten on. . 

9 . "(c) The amount. payab under this section shall be 
I 

10 reduced by such sum as the ndividual entitled to compensa
.J 

11 tion· under this section S received from any government 
I 

J 
\ 12 by reason of the sam forced labor. No amount shall be 

. 13 . payable under this ction for any period with· respect to 

14 which any amount s payable under se~tion 18 of this Act. 

15 
H Cdt In the event of the death pf the individual en

, . .' 

16 titled to c~mpe ation under'this section, payment may be 
'17" .... j

. made to the pe ons specified in paragraph (4) of subsection 

18.. . (d) of section 

·19··· it (e) CIa' s for benefits under this section must be filed 
. .. . i· . . 

20 within eighteen\months after . the dat~ of enactment of this 

21 section. \. ... .; . . . 

22 " (f) Any claim allowed under this section shall be cer-
I 

23 tified to the Secretary of the Treasury for payment out of the 
. I 

24 War Claims Fund established by section 13 of this Act. 

25 
H (g) Any national or resident of:the United States who 

I • 341580 



5 


1 would have been entitled to benefits under section 4, 5, 15, or 

I .. ",C. 

2 16, of this Act if he had been a Zff'the United States 

3, at the times required by such ction 6r sections, shall g.e",,"""" 
c , 

4 entitled to benefits unde ch section or sections fo 

5 with respect to w ~he is not entitled to be 
I 

6 tion 18, in the same amo,' ts and to the same 
, 

the, United States at the7 

8 s required by such secti 4" 5, 15, or 16. Claims for 
" i 

9 benefits by reason of section must be filed within 
I 

10 eighteen months afte the date of enact:ment of this section." . 

, ! 

341581 




87TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 1190 

A BILL 
To amend the War Claims Act of 1948 to pro

vide for the payment of benefits under such 
Act to certain citizens and permanent resi
dents of the United States. 

C\J 
0.') 
l,rj 

....-l 
~ 
('I") 

By Mr. MAGRROWICZ 

.JANIJARY 3.1961 

Referred to the· Committee. on .Inte!,staJe ~lld Foreign 
Commel'C!! 

~-------,~--



. '... .. \., 

Amend. See. 214, P8\". (a) (2) (pre.uDcl See. 213) by aubadtutl-oaof a 
comma for the perioed at the end thereof ad by adding tl1e folloW1ftgt 

I 

provided, ~er, tha~ payments from tUne .'O,Ums 10-' aeeount of 

awards made PU1!'SUaBtto a_t1(m 203 ill an emDtmt whieh «:JhaU be 

thes~ for 'each award, whichevet ie le.s.~e total paymente 

ms4e pUl's~ant to tbis exemption shall l1Qte~~ed. $500. 


Add a ~ ,atagra.Pb 214 <s> (4) 88 follows: 
. . 

(4) 'l"hereuter p.,ymentflJ fl"O'Ql time to time OBi aceoua~ -of the URpatd 
balaace -of e8eh remaiDtna _sri maIle pur~t to section 2,03 Which ahall 
bear tosuclauapald .'bal$lC.ethe Same proportlQn u the· total amount tn 
tbe War fllaims I\md ad _41d1.1e for· d18tJ:lbuU,O'Ilat the tlM such 
p~Dts.e maGe be.a to th••Weaeta 1IIIPatcl balaD.Ce of aU such 
H_.as·;-····Ri··p.~i··.~~piaQ_f tcj"tlll8 par•• __owe of iIny 
award shalleneecl til. unpaid "at_e ofsUCb awsr'. . 

I , 341583 
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MEMORANDUM 

lew Yorkr DeceDfber 26, 1961 

'0 I 1.fe8era. B.- J'e~ J lI. Edelsberg, L Gro l8JlaJIIl. P. Neuberger, 
S. ltagan.s. s"gal, J. G. Leu. P. lle7tOn 
R. We1lU18DD.t Dr. I:t. 14U11ar, 

Jrom : It. BDblnsol1 

BE: U.S. War Delaegae Legislation 

Gentlemen: 

I received con ot Mr. li'areDCl'e letter, dated December 20, aD.d. . 

m~randWa. dated' Deoember ·19.· 


·.-".-.----·--~--·-l-..·_..·--c_eralt· '~D .fIlll ~eement w1th the memorandua. "1ch 18 
cone1.e 8DClto the p,1nt. However .... I \·JOU1.d suggest a taw a4cU.tlone and ameJ'.lcl.mellta. . 

(1) stllC~. a8 i. well knoWA, the legal problema ple,y a role 1n the dia- . 
• 181on, I 'belleve. 1t .oul.d be 'Wl'll1ae to refer to them. wlthout even en attempt 

. to refUte th8lDt I \'.~d therefore ltIggast to 844,. at the end ot the Arat para, . 
the -. toUowbg lent enCe, . 

"The 'l8ial precedents' reter axclua:l.ve17 to the quast10a of natioDel.... 

U,. 18 cases of eapOil1llg cla1JDa betore aa iJlternat1oD2l. torwa end luLv8 nothing . 

in eoDa)1l with dDmeatlc 1egia1atloDI even the io1'llSl' 1, DDt belDg adhered to 1n 


-JII8DI' lnstance•.as 0'1 the preeeatttme." . 

(2) - S1nce we. are most coaoeraed with the problem of tbe amount •. it ralght 

be aeoaes817 toetress the problem a little stroager. 1 \\1)Uld prefer to emend 

the aecolld. part of the third eeatence 1n para t\fO by the tol1oldDg wordincc 


" , .; " but it does DOt seek an enlwer to the question _ather and, 

if eo, to l-!uit extent the recoY et'7 br 'old Amel'lC8D8' lrlOUl4 be dlmin1.ed, 1f ell 

present...de,y Amer1cas were included in the 41etribut:l.on ottha tun4e.Th1s . 

could onlJ be done It the claims of all tJ. s. aatlona18, at the t1me of the 

puasee of the law, WI'S registered eIld adjU.d1ce.ted. D 


Sentence 5 could be e11m1netect. The t.Ord "sH,ht" therein is ~ho\1 

hardt, appropriate. 


CHlir.oUld elsoprefer to add to the sixth sentence the l.IOrds: ":ex
parlence has demonstrated that onlJ by adJudication Cell the SJIlOUDts claimed be 

. eatablished with aJ:J¥ degree of accuracy.. It 

(4) I wuld elll11nate the word "also" in the last sentence of para two. 

(S) In order to keep the memol'endWD at one page, I believe, the third 

Pal'e. could be eliminated: it I S first sentence contains nothi~ whicb i8 not said 

in paras two and four. The secondaenteace mey even be ha.rlDfD1 ("etart of the 

program" h1nting at possible fUrther demands regardiugthA outcome of the e.dJud1- . 

cation). This is ~ 1 am in agreement DOt to refer to lIequal1ty of all citizens". 


Sincerely ,~urs~3 41586 
I / ';. "I f f ~ I r 

http:41etribut:l.on
http:dlmin1.ed


· ., '. 

t.: ... , .... 
h ••: I. bMIlO•• 

hi OIlA •• (hPoup Libel 

..... _ea'...... witt. Uae, AI ....... &'boat p,,, l111elaa4 1"..1al ' 

... l'ellc1__ lBe .. t..., t • ..,. ,.... ..,. ...., 'bell..,.. 1...tall1.. 
,-.. rlpt t_ f'1'.........".'1¥ 1 • ..,...,'bi. ,t_ '8 ......... f. 
t .....a...8: 

(1) ft.,. 4es" 1' • .,. ,,_....,....... A•• _,... fit taOt. ,ta.,. 
.4l.,....'.'"H.Y~:\U.U'.H".l.. ~ ... ,-1"" ... ttl.,. 41.....' ,he lap._.. _f 81a" ........l..t,., ...ai.tt....l.ta ......ah ...1a1 aa4 

...liP"-,1.'.1~. ' 

(I), "''''1'.111''.-. 'all._ ., u'" .... ,".'.a •• alate4 to:r IIIaBt 
, ... ,....leo US ...., ••• 'beJr ...... 'illa 'allaH at all lad.&.tlaa tIlas 
"." 18'.118, 1&884 t.. .. 1.....16" .... \lae, te4eft1 1.,.1 aa4that. 11 'PHD1~ 
cateel...t vlll be tulfeotlft. ,.,.81.. plat n' tiM' V.aame "",,1'1.... 
•• ... "'"h pl'nl.o1al Caaaitu law.. 't 'a alae ......, 11M lil:m.,...l.".la'••a. f8'; 1a8taaee laBraue, p&"tiY84 ,. be tatalltv 1u1t"'1... 

, ' , 

IlJel1..., tIIa, be,lean, we all ...... that .ou» 11._81 leg1alatlo" ,. 
, ... VIA ......, all iI8.Ie41ate " ...o••l.~ bea it \Jae7',u.1Il4,'be 'fiaw"'1V ' 
""'8' aPJ,A8t .,,_ tev, real"lIl ..., .... " win __ 11\Ue (Ut...... 
•• , ••tle:aal ..... '..." tbat 'bVe voUlcl bel••••tl....i lea8.av.,S.0••• 
W...... be." 1a ta"~tb_"'·ae' t • .-uS_a __ ft' to paeral rea..... t.a 
'Ile .... V8¥ as w. llave aCbMaM4 'Ile ..'''loatl•• et tbe _....148 O.....,s.•• 
It, ,. USA ,. ."'..... it•. 1.,.., OR ..\M.. "01'14 ••tllel' thaa til ba.... l'QJl'_ .....0" :r ,elt.•.,. 'liat '"l. ,.,......... ., .... pealtS••, l' 1. 

Ufllrut t. 06an... ..,... .t 'he ••4 of lesl81at10. to wttleh ....814• .n'bl. 
eppttdtt... (.., eall' .. tIM Jevtlh .i...' ala',.' it .. II..... 1••• 'iao41a'.'uJc OM '" ......... Is· , .....se II the &eM.t._ o.....,s.•• t... Se.t. rill 
..'ra'ltv" be..... '-'..1 eat" real .oaltl,.tS..mal aaAS.....matt...l,""I ... ~.... ,., "...s.'b. nU.... 1M eaa1'"" tbat t" 0...,..'1•• 
wAlA ••tt.t .".•• ilq1ecrfNJ I" .,..... (1' _. _wlle..8 applied e18.. 
l""). . . 

W•• aD uf:atel1latle.l .....ahaU"u. baVI a 41tteraat .WZ'eacb. "' 

_'leDAl 'b841•• cloD', .we tile tall• .,1_. 'l'ha MO........ it I'll U moaaa tbe 

ealv ... e. the Amerl.a seflDG. . 


341587 
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TbeHO.DOirable 

Da11as S.,ToWlll.... 

DtI'~dOr. 'Offie~ of'All.. Property 

hpartmeDt 01 i"sUce 

Wa:shblltoa 2S. D. e. 


1 w1'lte i. c..ectloD wUh the problem of bebl••• pl'operty 


vested by the Ottlceo1 A11eD Prope,.ty. 


On 'March 11 of Od. par.e..pes..... 'WolveJ'toa aru:t 1 

Iatl'04uce4 td..t~cal~lU.wlllch ,"poee4 a method of CitXp••uta, the 

d"ima fUe4",lta the Ofttee of AU_ Pl'operty bytbe ...cc•••ol' ol'g_t

. ~atloa 4.8t"".4 by •• PJle.ldelltla a.ecordaaee wUhaeetloa 32 ell) fJ)f 

the TI'QcUal With tMEa~nny Act .... the Jewish a.atltulloa hc.u:e88ol' 

Ol'gaal~alit)a~ Theb111_.tro4ueed by Me.. 'WolvetJtoll &ad. _vse1t ,F•.

poseel that the alll'l$\Uatto bepald \a settleme., of the JaSO claimebe 

Bot lGiHIB thu$a mlUion DOrmer. thU $3 millioft. 

It ta ,my "."'11t_taa thatblv1uatlaatloa .ubaeque.l to Mar-chIS 
· .' 

· has Uldieat•• that thear.nouatol helrleearnroperty actually involved I. 

aubGtaatlally sJnaller ~ the al'Ii'IGunte .•••Uooedta th••• bin.. T•.•d .. 

mollY eD thlt; polDt bas ben addoced beforQ a. eabcqmmlttee of the hDa~e 

· Iwllcl.a.,- Goannittee. aDd.a .rue 13 of til.. year SeDaten" Dlrksen (wlt~. 

,(u.Itler,lItanCil, the suppOrt of other Seaatore)latl'oducecll5. 4046. a blU 
. . 


whtch provide. a p .. ~cedl1l"e foJ' the settleaeat of the Ji\SO claIms. 


My 


341589 

http:Prope,.ty


My $it.teaUOD ..... _W beea d...awn to a 8tat4ilment U'1 ·the artttAtA; 

P .. diamcmt. ·made _Jae a6 of Ude yeaI'. It was th.... stated "'I . 
11 TIl. Govel'lU't!leDthaa d~u:ide4 that it L. rlpt to make eome pJ'oVl.loilt" 

hel, in cae•••~ I"eal • .u...tos ~a\l.edDy tale per$ocutioa. Itt. p .. " ....cI. 

tbcrefore. to .llen:.... lui.,.. "cCI;na18 . ., to a tOWet! l. a&o. 000. :~ . 
. . . , 

\ . ' . - . . 

app~o"la'CII chaJ'ltrfeJ!' •• pur,.•• 01 ,e1'••lassldfe.ta, eee••l_e.... 

• ,cu,wt ., I'aciei,' l'el111011'.1" peUd.~al,...,.~.Uoa IJ.,."ttl. "a.t. "in 


Oell'».'UUly aJulo.se .CO.tl"'lI. fa whteh the Ge..__ Na:it.l ........ee p ...... 


dOmbaated .'.;._ 0 .. 4 ... ill C••eU.l. a.~e••uy tel Itveeffect to til••• 


, ... pe.at. aft4 wUl b•. made ·Ita· 40 eou••. 1.1 


flM-••evelopiD_t., tho,l'Ospeetof ....,., .dJcnl~at .of'•• 

.eo........ _ tlt.e.,....,.ID,...... of t1actaevictbn. of Ma:&l p.....eliilea 


wh~ a,a th•• \Jlt-e"e4be••flcl$l'l•••f ,Public Law 016, IU!r4 Ooql'e••~ .. ,; 


ptompt 'IM ~·.$k tit.. fOUoWiaa' , ••tloft.: 


. 

e.,,,e.ee4lmNbUo;y.w6J6. ~t eom.s",b$taatlal.paym.•• be 1Md

to., the b••n,." ~.",.vlettm. of )fa,,\ p.....C\ltlQft DOW l'esWent til the 

Vatted State•• wh.tlt.~. by 1'....., aad.e.nrou.s ••ttlam._ Oil aft ov.ei"-all 

bast. 01 Ge daims 0' th. 11\$0. 01.' f 1Il those ea••• la whlahc:labna have 

beea flled ... ·ftC advel'.e lQlQrmatioll has been adduced, by ftacllllg8 that 

. the .1B.$O ls&ntUled. to J1etuB 01 tke p".pert}' f$laim~.uS.<: 

%. Would 

http:f$laim~.uS
http:aJulo.se
http:lassldfe.ta


, .' 

~. WoUld the. Adlnlrlistratloa not be ,,1'1'8pa.... to ptopo,. 1el'slatlea 

whleB would cut *h•••,1i the endless ..e4 tape of claims aD. h.al'l.... lD 

sltuttoa. ta which, by 4eflDU~. ovidnc. aAtl ,1'0018 ate abnoet lmpoaslhl

te come by" ud l.Gopta· aolutto.stmUal'to _atwhlch tsbelD,pu.t mto 

eft.c. by the ...ht.h Qo"eh.J.ae11t? It I. my tm4e,etll.l1dla. ~t th. amoUDt 

ef ,,1'maD a.s.ets la JhrUata hi much'saull., th.aa that I.a .. U.Uecl States, 

(nSF'alai,ta pzoGpeI'.toa to the Genna. "ope11:y ....l•••,'thaa wo\1l4 t.e the 

ease in U.eUaite. ....... 'Would it DOt, tbol'et...e, ,be .... "1'1 .f.•te_m. 
. '.. " . ,> " . 

,'. . 
, .; -. 

Judes aada4mlatatr.ii•• e....leue, la the .,tI'U .,'p,ut~ Law'J4. 
, ' 

forth. Admirals.,..'" to p••po•• alloea.io1i out of ~e'l.v.a.t·vestri e.eay 

.$••'. at a sllR1J.a the .., ..abUt. 1&$0.,.- of $750, 000 to u..e de.lpa.te. 
, ' 

.u~••'c,,"1' o1I".i5at1o., ...'valeDtto ••nl.amoa, would. "."'uSw.,· 
ame.... allo.:ated 'by 'the Jb'ltteh Oo••mm.ent. 

, t.eho\li4 .,pJte«tate YOl1l' p••• coaaideaot.tltm of thes. '''I.e.,t~ll$. 

A....r G.' .Klein 

" 1',: 
; '~""r, '~, .:.;:. ri;.; 1.,.. 

•• ~ • <!'" 
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~~ 	AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

15 East 84th Street, New York 28, N. Y. • TRafalgar 9-4500 

October 25, 1956 

To: Dr. Robinson 

From: Dr. Glick 


Subject: 	 The Preparation lly The Institute of Jewish Affairs Of A Background 
Piece on the Jews of Hurigary and Poland 

As you suggested this morning, I an hereuith submitting a number of 

questions, the answers to which can very easily form the substance of 

the above referred to backgrouncimaterial. I think it would be preferable 

for the entire piece to be written on a question and answer basis rather 

than in narrative form; in this ~lay, perhaps people vlill be more inclined 


, to read it. 

Questions: 

1. 	 How many ,Jews were there in Hungary and Poland before 1939? 

2. 	 Hmv many Jews are there now in these two countries? 

3. 	 In economic, political and cultural terms, ho\~ did the Jews 
fare in Poland and Hungary before the outbreak of the Second 
Horld 'itlar? 

4. 	 How have the Jews in these countries fared economically; 
politically and culturally since the advent of Communist 
rule? 

5. 	 What has been the attitude of the Communist governments of 
Poland and Hungary with respect to (a) the number of Je't'lS 
in the top level of government, industry, the Army and the 
professions and, (b) Jews in the middle and lower levels of, 
the bureaucracy? 

6. 	 \·lhat have been the attitudes of these two countries toward 
Zionism, Israel and toward the emigration of Jews? 

7. 	 vlhat have the governments of these countries tried to do to 
combat anti-Semitism? With what measure of success have 
they been able to change some of the deep-rooted sentiments 
of anti-Semitism among the general population of these 

" countries?' 

8. 	 Hhat may the current political changes in Hungary and 
Poland possibly portend for the future of the Jewish com
munities in these countries? 

341593 
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To: Dr. Robinson -2- October 25, 1956 

Please do not hesitate to rephrase these questions in any manner that 
you may deem necessary, and I hope that you will be good enough to 
formulate any additional questions and answers which may come to mind. 

In view of the rapidly changin&ilature of this subject, I should be 
most grateful if this background memorandum were produced as soon as 
practicable, possibly within a week/ .....~ 

Many thanks for your cooperation. 

·"1 .• -. • ... 

j~'J~;.11'1r 

, ,~.. ; .!:~.~, 



(1) 	 Jewish p!lltlQn botQre, the le.s.' war . ' 

At the outbreak .t the laitwal'. 'Bungal7 had .. ,.lewlah populatlon .•f o,vel'~ ". 
. 	 '.,. . . . 

460,000 (over 800,000 In Budape.... !berea1'tel', BuaCU'f ,.11"84 terr1tel'i•• from ' 

O••ohoalo't'U:1a aad llwaaD1a, whioh 1.. to U1 1DOrea•• ot the Jewish populatlon te, 

about TSa.ooO (hotoouat1Bg about lOO,OOOpersOIl.ot J..,.ah orlgin). 
, "', "1' , 

After the.ollapa••t1;he' .-lal'. AU.tro-Bunga.rlaa .plr. 1a 1918, a C,olf1TlRllllat 

regs.. head.cl by' .. .lev, Bela 11m, took o'ferthe power. Ita 0011ap.8 brought a 

relp ot ter"'r aga1Dstthe Jew., more than one thousand ot thea hav1J:a& bea. 
. 	 '. . . 

lIlur40re4. Later, ,he Jewisb poB1tloa II1pW.-n4poU.t,loal17, el though auti;.s.m1ti.. 
,. 	 ' , : ' 

was stJ"Ong';;I~ 1920. a. nuaer&a~ olau..' (th;eODly one offtolal in the po.t.'lrat 

World."ar history) .... introdu." tor Jewish 'tuclent, iDmaiverattlea. ' 

Eoonomloally,1dleJeWlshposlt~~rem.a:1Decl 80ad untl1the 1930'. when Jews 
,.... ..••. 	 "i'", :.' ' .• , ," . 

bepa to boou*W from lmportant bl"UO~a of ,the trade aIlelJlrf &1 atate employee•• 

Slue 1118. Hungary introduoed .. number of ,.mtl...Jew1sh lawsaud .easve',whloh' 
" 	 .' .. ." "' 

. 	 .' '.' . . 

III the newly aoqulredterrltor1ea, an'l~eW1Bh measures &1••, equalled Gl'l brutality 

the 	11.11 actiOns. ,'In '1",_ wi'th the oCoupatlon ot lIw:lgary by the Oermana. ghettoa 
'. 

tmcl 	 largeeoaledeportatiolls.ensueci, whioh reaulted in large lOue l ••lot 11fe.· 

. ". '. . '. 

(2) 'lhe tl~.t ROs_a.. .enael 
At tbeene! of .ho8t1litles about 100,000 Jewaremained ali.,.. 1n the Whole ot 

Hungary. Anotber40,OOO IUrvlved in tbelabor 'battalions andOerman .oonoentratloD 

oamps. The aurvivor._ began to rebui.le!. their o~al lives by l'eeatabliah1ng the 

prew8.l' utional, organizations and -the Zioniatgl'CtuJls. In the eoonomio field IUIII' 
, 	 ' .. 

bul1Desa.a were reopeaed and olel on.s expanded. 

The p10ture was dark 1nsotar as the attitude ot the population weat. The 

proseout10n ot the Hungar1anwar oriminals, theopposltlon ot the Ar.yaniaeraot 
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2. 

Jew:l.sh propel't7" the ~rtio:l.pation of Jew_ in ,the nfm' regi1lle" the iuorporatloa 

of' tormerF&aclets b the OOJRmUDiatPi.ny" all oOmbineci to he1&h.... autl~.m1tie 

.entimente. , Ant1~_1s~ aglt..t~o•• demoaatration8 ,aDd even pogroM beoamepart .~ 

the da11yl~f."although antl-Bea1tlsawal deolar~d a criminal often.e.' 
'" \ . "',,' . . 


. . .' 


(3r The later'p.r104< 

The"t1~~tp.~iOdcU.d Dot la8t lODge ' lD IN8" tbe Ooamun1at regime 'beOiuae 

total.,fbenationaliaatlcm. of tlwlarpr .nterpri••• aad the State distr1butloll 

'Y8te. ruhedtbe.JeW18h population. On 1;M'poUtlo.l.o..~ Jewish Orluil&".~ 

lit. oame to a total litiuidatlll,aradthe J~1r1'hpol1tloal publioations oe&s84, ..., 

appear! In'the0ultura.l field. 'the paroob1al.ohools .ere taken ontrbY'the 

OOvermaeD~.,,;~cl.,'th'.,litera.ry produ.otioa oae to a halt. 
,:', "" ',', " ,',. . :' . 

Due to the 'ai.ttaco~~s:tlO attitude ot:the~popul'atlon~ a strong emigration 
, :.,: 

, , ' 
~. . . . . 

lOS" 600 JeWs ha:cI/expre88ed thetr cte.iret.O leave the oowitr,y. 83,600 ,to Pale.tilie 
. . ;", .' ~ . \', . . 

_4 46"OoOt:o otherClo~trlea. J'or 18.CJItotlegal e!Digratlon" 111egal 01"O.81ags ot ' 

the froDtl'er:were u8e4.;· This 'emigration Was, stopped. lD the8U111118rot ,1948 b7 ' . 
, '" ~:', . . 

drastl0 Dif!)f18u~a,~fboth thelhmgariuB 'e.ncl the1r nelgbbor.(part:l.oularlyC~$oh.';; 

'llova1d.a)i;bl.it lit the meaat1me up to 20,,000 bad emigrated ln this Vflfq~ " 
','~ . ,.' -: ' " ; 

Legal' emgratlon to ,Israel was permitted 'in the aeoondpart of 1948 and up 

to Ootober1960. tb8natter only small D1mlberlwere aUowe. to emigrate. All ~" 
. . . ;', .. 

all" noto,Yer 10,900 were 'per:mitte4 to emigrate. ,ABa ree\&1t"the tJeYt1lb popula

~on hal deenaa.clto ,about 100.000." ,By 1961" large 80ale e~ct1oD ,trom 01tle. , 

gel larger t0wu8wok plaoe in lIlUlg&ry" also ta'folY1ag about 3,,000 Jew.. Another' 
, , , 

wave of' evlotloD took plaoe 1D 1952" but few. 'JeVl8 were arteot... 
. ..' . . , 

, , 

Arreat. of Ziol!1.ta.. aulpeoteel of hav1ag orprda.. the 111egal em1gratlon" 
.';'" ,,' ' . . 

'" 

,took plaoein 1949. furtber arrest8000urred in later yea,r;:•• ' 'Some, arrests were 
. . '" # ., ." 

3 A1~9r.;,_ (".1 ,.,., . 
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also _de during tbe periH of the 11080_ dootor.' "plot." involving Jewish 

pqaloiana. profea.ionala Uld 801le JeWish leadera•. 

(") .The laatpenod 
".' ::' ",:" .': : .. ' 

With the end, ot tbe antl-.Jew18hdrivelJi tbeSoviet Union. a peri_ of' 

relaxatloD~8U~4. A number of Jewiih Co.unlat 1e&4era were diam1.s.dbut ._ 

.jailed Zioniatar,elea.... In !lay it .aa reporte4that tbe la8t tew Zioniats ..ere 

tr.e4. '1'~ majority of the deportee,' returnecl but.•el'a JIO.tly kept undar .aurvetllaDoe 

ud luid dl£t1o~lt1el in tind111C liviag quarters. ADtl-8eJdt1aa hal abated.ilthough 
',' :<>::"" 

exprea81on8 thereof'wero Dot totall,. 1ack~. . -' , .... , 
'1: . 

The eo~~oDS1o d~uatlcn .t the JeW. 1;8;'t111 p~or. with alnloat one <,halt.t the 

Jewish population net ret integrated in the. new "onomic syate. of the OlWltry. ,1». 

the cultural field. ·except tor two Jewish 8oho~1. in Budapeat. several T'almUcl 

Torab8~onerabblnioa1 sobool. little :was lettot tbe onoet1ouriahing oulturai 

11fe in BWl~a17.; .•.. J:vell'rel1g1ous lite baa 'oon8iderably deolined. delip1t,", the 

edstenoe 'Of.'~~.·old ~eneratlon orthod••• 

'. theif1~~e'~1~ecl"C attltu4e was ret1eot.dut onl,1a the release of the 

a~J"eeted Zi~n18t8b"t ·byassunmo•• ·g1ven.1n~eptembeI'1888 b1 prominent Oompnm$.te 

that a1tbonghthe, ParV 'regarded .Z1on1st&~ i.lideologioal .oppanerite.noone WOU~d 
b.p~08eo~te4:forb.iDg .. Zlonist_beoaU8~ Zionlsmwas not ,wholl,. nmperlallst." 

Similarl,.lt 'W~88a1d that emigration to larael '~huinanitarirm ground. (unifloa... 

tlon ot'f~l1e8)"ould beperm1ttecl(to.. 'theWhole ,ear 1965.216 Jews had ' 

a~lve4tro~JJungi.t7 to Israel). 
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Dr•. '. R. B1eneate14 . 
World Jew18hConsrel8 
II, B.w ,Oaveft41ah' Street 


,1.00<1:011 W.l, GreatSrltaln 


Dear-Dr. aa..neateld, 

. .' · . 'ellowus uti let'er of ,.a'.:r4ar aWJd.denUtlable .'.•'. ' 

,Ie"lahasseta lnI'alJ 1a 'Ibe U.8.-V.I.. oustodl. I "~.h .. , . 

pOiR' O\1t that ,the assets, &Jonale' of aeveral thOU8a1l' doUa" 

J.ft U.I. cUlTe••,. of a&0\I,12I,000 dollar. worthot .eutral . 

(appaI'DaU,.Swl••I

) OUSTeR07 aad p8l'80nal ett.otevalue4 at . 
alaout ~.GOO-.,O,QOO clellaN.. . ..' . . ...•• . . . . 

On •• 'oooas1o" otdlSO\lse1q 'btl matter wi ill rep.... · 
. 8.nta'lVe••f othel" Ci)rganlaatlGQaX be.aae aware OIlQ' mON 
. of 80Ile1l111••.h1o.b .as 'PulzUriglDe tOJ'so.e time. AS p\l .' , . 

kno., the U.8. armJ' "COVeN' veJ!f oon.ldeJ'able u.s.a..otltl- ,', 

,a_Ie p:ropertJ of victlms of the NUl reglme WbloJ1 weN 'PaDa

tewedt. ,.be l.fiO t9 lNtd1spo.ed of 11\ acoordanoe.l thtb.•. 

'lYf,~O"el' Asreem.nt of June lJj, 194e•. It. appears that all· 


, A,theirl'lsh iIlna,ever .,J'Gtessedot.havlh8 r-e.,overed ••Na 
t.w -hu.nctred pOUb48 of 81lver whose mel t1ngdo"a, "ould ,have 

008' mo~e than tb.. aUver was "0""" . The, otfere. thl8 

sllverto •• Jewlsh'e.genoles bUt.'.be otte:r.a8decl~n..4· 

tor the state' purpo•••• ,'. . ' , 


, Now l' ls ra'her stranse. t.hat the .r1tls11 ulQ' 8ho\&14,' . 

"Dot have fOWld anl'hlng> ot . the wldel,· 8oatte~d Nasl catohe•• 

,'~l'8 are two theories a, 'oae aq. that 'he' ettl0,el"..ho U .... 

covered such oatches ,Dever reported, tbam to their Bupe1'loraJ 
aftothel' ela1m1B1 that .the Br111shGovernmenJ IlUstkDow of . 
theee ase.U."" dld ROt announce ~era untl1 now and apparea'l,
baa no intention '0 do so at all. lou'lI8J ~ 1nterested i.1l · " 

. learn1ng that,.' aooordlng to reliable intormation, the' '"Mil 
a... keeplaslll the\faul's' oftha Banque 4e franoe large 8lDOU,.., 

. of dlamoads and sold .hioh oOflstltuted •• most valuablepOr
'loa of t~ 'reDohpa~ of the 8.~. HungarlaRgoldtraln. ' 

. 'l1le;y returned ~ Buill.., household 100d8 and similar prop••'" 
but 'do not intendtoaot 'ln the ... waJ 1ft regard. tothej, ," " ',' 
gems and gold 'llbioll lsl>elq Val.uedatab.~' 18a111s,oa 4ollara•. 
It ls not imposslble that ~e BrltlsQ ue. aotina 111 the same " ' 
wa't .the dlfterence being tha.t the French returned at leas' a ' 
pa~ of the leot (obViousll under compUl,lon) and the British 
41d not do even th1fh , • ' . 

Do you.see aD, way to investigate tlUsmattel'? 

81ncerely 1oUJ'fJ. ' 

IJU1, Nebre1Diab 'a.blnac>,_ 
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to # l>r.Kubowltsk1., Dr. Mal'OU8 
'rom,: N. Rob1nson 

Re:ff.a8'~rleea Baeer!l &! USA 

, We' reoe1 ved 'latoNatioa troa Washington that the ques.loll ' 
relatlasto ~e, propert, vested in the Allen Proper'", Oustodlah 18 
p"-sr•••1Il8 ai.ell., , " ' ',' 

, ' , 

,', SO_ oontaet• .bav. alrea4J }>eea made ret.mac to the State law.' 
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Aprl1'12, 1948 

foz, Dr. IUbowltzk1, Dr. Marous 
From; N. Rob1nson 

lie:, !l trlp ,'cp ,~i!A1M'o,n. ,!pr11 9. ,1946. 

1. IlaSlil"i!:es.prqll£!lla V8! 

W~ha4,oae leBlloll .lth represeDtatlves ot tile Justloe and State 
Depar.lmen','o oODs14er tbe principles to severa propo8ed leg181a'10a, aDd 
another 1•••U.on wl 'Ch representatlv•• of 'M .Departmel1~ ot Justlce to asl'8' 
on tne flnal \fo:rdlns ot 'hepl'OpOSed amendmell' to SecUona 32 and 33 of the 
Trading with the Ene1B1 Aot. ,.,he drat, 1. rea,4J. 

, we'ba4qUlte a 41ffloUl.t t1lle 18 conv1no1ns \be ohl.r:ot 'heleglslativ.:
brilJlolJottheOttloe of Alj.eil 'ropert, to 4O••p' .,proposltlon that the 
explratlooot 'the time -.0 f118 ol.aSa. 1&n4•• a••'loa 33 of the Act alone 
be' 8uftl.~1.n' to tr.~ter ~he as.s's to the s".'Oe.80J"organlzatloD. ,We 
e.oc·e~ci.~so 1.8, 'ellm1"""tDS aIlother l,u...".4 phraae1rJ110h WO,'u14,', Ita',. 
tbat"rall malterl••• proper".' 00\\l:4 betU'U4 0 ••1' to the succasecu" 
ol',at4z8:tl'o~ an41alntr(jduoins • toe of over t.b.ree .lears tortl11D8' of 
ola.ll1fJ ..b¥.~he suocessor orgaDization. O'bvlCAlall, 1" Do"dependa:ion the 
COlliressto acre, to 1-'. 'fhe uriet to introduoe tbe'i legislatlon ,'.as allO 
d18o~.~e4 ana. w. wl11have it prepared iDa 481 or tflo. " ," ' . 

The, ,Departments feel that, under present oondl tlons."the bill .111 have 
mOre,,'o'banoes, it lntroduoe,dbl a Jewish organizat1on. "'Tlle Departments " 
a.gree4~:ho.ever, to give th$lr strong approval as' .oon ,~'Jthelr, r8aot108 ~"", 
llretlueste4. ' , 

, ,~i., IhivldGlnr.lNrg teltthat 1t 'wou.ld do harm to the' oause it it wepe 
sp0R.sf)f"edp;ythe As,'en,01, "the '110, or, aDl other ,81mS.lar organiEat10D, (lnolu'
~D8th,eJ~lnt).He tel'l that the Oommlttee WOUld be ',the most propel' bod7 
~o sponsor it , ,b.u,t,' the man to deal wl th the Oongrela :'ought not be a Je••' 

Th1s:jlu~~l~onWl11 have to be deo1484 ver7 1008. 1 w.e to14 that 
the rort)l:g*:)'j~t"rS Commisslon Of the AJCoDUD1 ttee agree' tQ. bear all 
OOB tsl~1fGl.t:v:~tl,;ln spoRsorlng the bl11. 

2. We we..e lAtor.ad 01 f\U' frlenda 1ft 
tbe ',,',' a " was sent ••t to Gen. Olay stat1:ns that 
the ',. oOIlSJ.4ers tbe as an appropriate .uccessor organlzatlon 
to sh'uftolalmed aAd lDaaterl.se propertl~s, provided title tcreal 
estate an4e'nterpl"lsel 18 vest_a ill • GermaA law 0041. Mr. Wlsner made this 
aeoleioaaftd obtune4 the approyal ot the, AI'm1 Department. " ' 

, It isapparentl, aD &liDOst complete revln41oatlon Of our proraa1 ma4. 
duri_ our 41SclIs81on w1 th Mr. Wisner when we lodloated that rea ' estate 
and s1m11ar properties mal have to beheld b7 orsanizat1ons oreated under 
German law, but that the JBO Aaa ,to De the 8uooe••or organization tlli~ 
the ola1msan4 proseoutlng them,and that the looal orcanizatlons ough, to 
'be ltsagents for oertain purpose.. Tbe oDJ., difterenoe ,seems to be that 
the Orea'tion of this local bo4J (or bodies) 18 made mandator, instead ot 
taoulta'"ve,.

G:en. Clay w111 now have to make the tinal deolslon about the to rmal , 
apPo1fttf.,lent of the JRO. 

We were told that a le'tter announolng 01'1'1018117 the. deols1on wl11 
be 1'8oel ved soon by Mr.Warburl. 341601. 
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Aprll 13, 1948 

M8lIlO to. Dr. N. IGibtnOOfl ,,/ 
eo. Dr, 1are1i8 

'roell. L8OIliUbo'l'dtaH ' 

fbaBk 7011 tor J'RI" ... 0Jf April 12\b on 701U' tnp to 'fla~. 

I ,. more 'baD.' dDWDVol ~ ,be ............ (tI _lag the 'bill on ..starless 
p",ert7 iD 'Iw V.8.1.atNdllee4 by a Jetdeh oJ'gaa1BaUoa. Cen.inll the thiDa .. not ' 
be lett to tbe Aaerloaa lewiall CemII1t'" aloae. It woal4 tban baYe to be the' ....rioan 
JenshOoat..... pl. ,the 4.J.Commlttee. It the _tt,8l" 18 BOt. too 'llra-', I would ' 
au&J••n ,~t l' be aa'bJIdtk4 \0 the B-' --'IDs of the Olfioe OolBll1ttee, which w1l1 
p~w. __,'OIl ApI'l1 --ll. ' 

bl 
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April 16, 1948 


TQ: Dr. Kuoow1tzkl, Or. 14arOU8 
from: N. Rob1nson 

.' - \ 

Attaohed please f1nd cOP1 01' a letter by Mr. Rock. It waswr1tten on UfI 
rEtCluest to have a flrmoasls for our de01s10n. ;1 "a8into:rmed.~hat a oopy
of th1s letter WaS Bent to· the AJOommlttee and they agreed to 1t.· 

Mr. Rock. Just told. me that the AJConterenoe agreed to leave the matter w1th.he Oolllllll.tteealone, as thel f.elt that 1t would be most belpful. 

The alternative to tbis proposai would obviously be to have 1t handled bl 
the 11 ve organizations, allot them sharing the expenses wh10h areest1mated 
01 the qom.m1ttee to amount to approx1matel, 10.000. dollars. . 

fhe matter l!iS urgent as the Congress maJ adjourn 1n Jull.A decision 
should, therefore, be taken as Boon as possible. 

WDktlle ·AJC~raare" should be 00111..1tea.. ~~ 

~ ~.S'Y V" 
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April 13th, 1948 

Dr•. Nehemiah Robinson 
W9~ldJe.wlshCongres8
183.4 8roadw8.J . 
Ne~:Xork,NewXork 

.... ,:", . ", 

Dear' Dr.i«ob1nson: 

,A.t a meetlng' of' the slx lnterested orgaalaatlons held yeB terd&1 at 
theattlces otthe AmerioanJewlsb. Oonferenoe" there.a.s oonsldrable 418
c\ls.l~a "card1ng tile prooedUre. tor' press1ng the proposed amendIaent. t.O $80- . 
tlo~ 32 of the Trading ,,1 th the EneIDJAot. ~t waG the senBe ot the group . 
that thetollowlng program should be embark. pon: .' •• , . . , . 

, . '" ,", .' '. : . ,., :, ", . . 

'. 'a) . That, in the same '11&:/ ln whioh .othel" repollslbl1.1tles have 'beea. 
del·egated to lnd1vidual repreStrntatlves .1n tbese B.lxqenoy'meetlngs, the 
l"e.poDslo111t7 tor pres,,1. 15. enaotment of th1s leg·ls1atlonbe delegated
to" the Amsrloan Jewlsh Commltt... . . .. 

D)<~hatt.he Amerloan Jewish Commlttee,although oarrylng the exolusive 
re.po.sibill t;y both in do1ng the work and in meetlng the flnanolal expenses
laYOlve4,,' would speak ln the name ot all si;x orlan1aailons should &Dl' 
oeo:e881t7 tor publicltl Qr deolarat~on orsponsorsh1p arise. I should add, 
ho.eYer,tha~ 1 t was the strong rEtelins of the group that thls whole.. . 
pr,ograms'hould be carried f9rward quietly and cODipletel.Y wl thol,11i publiclty; 
dt)tln1tely, lt would seem that publicity could onl;yhurtrather than help. 

SubJeot to final oonfirmation by ~ne ot the orgEU11zatlons present, . 

t~~.a'bove plan wa.S consented in by all.ot·the organlz'atlons represented. 

ta~,."l1oliasthe Congress was not represented,. however,· no act10n oan be . 

t~a/.ot cOl,lrse, ·to Implem8nt tbis stand untllwe reoelve.your vlews • 


. ' . ..... " ·.~I . . :~ 

..Maj.',~ S8Y also that if the above plan 1s not aoce,ptabl.e, 'the. onll al
t,.raat~!'· ls the direct partiolpatlon b7 allot the orgrm1'tatlons i.n the 
l,psla'~:ve Job whiobwill be requ1red. ,Among other-:tb."ngs, this would 
lavol"."of ooUrse, . the shar1Dg o.f the .rather consldera:bleeXpense whloh 
liJ;,~tl:e~patedl1'1 Qonneotl0 n with retaln1nga hlgh-stari.d1ag'leglslatlva 
o~~8el~,D' WashUfon. (1 Delleve '10\1. are already tamUla.r with the consl~ 
4er.&\t1oni1:' whlch make the reta1ner of 1ib18 tJpeof counsel :es8~ntla1 to 
8u~o'es8tu:l enaa_ent. ot the leglelati on. ) 

l~'~as the'teelUlg of the Amerioan'Jewish OollliB1ttee'representativea 
at· <leste.rday", meetlng that. their organ1zatlon would beentlre17sat18f'led 
to 'oal"l"lthe program rONaN e1tber waYJ . and 1n tac~, ·.they ..ere qulte 

. rlght Uistatlng that thesuaestlon tor delegatlng the reBpon~bll1.1' to 
. t~.1D alone was not the1iS but rather was. suggested ln t'he f:lr~tilnstanoe b7 

representatlves ot 80me ot the other organlzat1ons. . ..... , . 

I 8Bl sure that 1t 18 not .neoesaarl tor IDe' to re-statethe overwhelming
conviotion ot ,esterda1'a .eatlng that organlzatlonal.considerations must 
give.afto the prlme obJeotlve ot successtul enactment ,ot this legislation
Clearl7,the aoblevement ot· that obJeotlve ls golngtobe extremel7 dltti-' 
olill',ln' any event, and equally clearl7 our onl1 Chanoe' tor suocess 11e8 ln 
speedl and coordinate.a. aotlon via the ohannel or ohannels.wlth the bes'· 
entree. Conve~8el.7,allf further dela7s at th1s crl tloal JUnoture .U1 un

~,41G04 
" . 
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. . . . . . -2 .,;. 

.d'>.Ubte4l endanger the.' Whole program. 

<;:;~;;.; '. I.would suggest. that the poe1 t10n ot your organ1zatJ,:op., be 
00Bia\1nloated ae 80QBae possible to Mr. Artmar C.A. L1verhant~ of the 

. Ai¥t1CaB../ew1sh, Conierenoe, who 111 the 6eoretarlotthe' group ot 

. oJj~~z~~10 n representatives dealing w1th 'th18que8tj.;,C?:Jl~. . 

'. . ,. 
,'; . 

51 III Rook 

,', ,.', 

.. '0' 

" .. 

. ,', ., , 
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M~. \. 
A.pr 20 1948 


To: '.Dr. Marcus 

From~;'Dr.· Wise 


Do you· think the deoision on this must be reaohed before we 
meet Thursday t Qr can it wait that long? 

341605 
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April 16, 1948 


To: Members of the Office Committee 

•From: N. Robinson 

Attached please find copy of a letter by Mr. Rock. It wasw,ritten on my 
request to have a firm basiS for our decision. I WaS informed that a copy 

. of this l.atter was sent to the AJCommittee and they agreed to it. 

Mr. Rock just told me that the AJConference agreed to leave the matter 

with the Committee alone, as they felt that it would be most helpful.' 


The al te·rnati ve to this proposal would obviously be to have it handled. by 
the five 'organizations, all of them sharing the expenses which are estimated 
by the Committee to amount to approximately 10,000 dollars. 

The matter is urgent as the Congress may adjourn in July. A decision 

should, therefore, be taken as soon as possible. 


think the AJCongress should be consulted. 

This question will be discussed at the next meeting of the Office Committee. 
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION C01vilvIITTEE 

April 13th, 1948 

Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
World Jewish Congress 
'18M Broadway 
New York, New York 

Dear Dr. Robinson: 

At a meetin,g of the s.ix ·interested organizations held yesterday at 

the offices of the American Jewish Conference, there WaS considerable 

discussion regarding the procedure for pressing the proposed amendment 

to Section 32 of the Trading with the Enemy Act. It was the. sense of the 


.gr01JPt.bat .. :tJ:1.§.:f.o;lJ"PWj,nK p.r'o.gl:'am should. be embarked upon: 

a) That, in the Same way in which other responsibilities have been 

delegated to individual representatives in these six agency meetings,

the responsibility for pressing the enactment of this legislation. be 

delegated to the American Jewish Committee. 


b) That the American Jewish Committee, although carrying the 
exclu~ive responsibility both in doing the work and in met?ting the· 
financial.e,~penses. invol:ved,would. spea;k: in the name of all six organizations
should any necessity for publicity or declaration' of sponsorship arise. . 
I should'add, however, that it waS the strong feeling of·the group that 
this whole program should be carried.forward quietly and completely
without. publicity: definitely, it would seem that publicity could only
hurt rather than help. . ' 

Subject to final confirmation by one of the organizations 

present, the above plan was,consented in by all of the organizations

represented•. Inasmuch as the Congress waS not represented, however, no 


. action Can be taken, of course, to implement this'stand until we receive 
your views. . 

May I say also that if the aboye plan is not acceptable, the 

only alternative is the direct participatlonby all of the organizations

in the legislative job'which will be rllpired. Among other thlngs,.thiS 

would involve, of course, the sharing of the rather considrab1.e expense

which is anticipated in connection with retaining a hi_gh-standing 

legislative counsel iIi Washington. (I be.1ieve· you are already familiar 

with the considerations which make the retainer of this type of counsel 

essential to successfu;J. enactment of the legislation.) 


It waS the feeling of the American Jewish Commi~tee representatives 

at yesterday's meeting that their organization' would be entirely satisfied 

to carry the program forward either way; and in fact, they were quite

right in stating that the suggestion for delegating the .responsibility to 

them alone waS not theirs but rather waS suggested in the first instance 

by representatives of some of the other organizations. 


34160'( 
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I am sure that it is not necessary for me to re-state the· 
overwhelming conviction of yesterday's meeting that organizational·
considerations must give way to the prime objective of successful 
enactment.of this leg1s1ation.Clearly, the .achievement of that ob
jective Bfis going to be extremely difficult, .in any event, and· 
equally clearly our only chance for succesS lies in speedy and. 
coordinated action via the channel or channels with the best entree. 
Conversely I any further delays at this cri tical juncture will 
undoubtedly endanger the whole program.· . 

I would suggest that the position of your organizat10n
be communicated as soon as possible to Mr. Arthur C.A.Liverhant, 
of the Aroerican Jewish Conference, who is the Secretary of the 
group of organization representatives dealing with this question. 

Sincerely yours, 

SI Eli Rock 

. ,',"';, ' 

: \ ~~,~.. \ .'1':J, 

3'-f r~ 0 t~" . 
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HEW YORK TIMEt) 
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NOVEMBER II 1947 

I, 

, 

• 

AN ACT OF JUSTICE 
In ~~t~, rectify~me 

of the wrongs committed by the Nazi,' 
rjjtglme,the American Military" Gov
ernment ,in Germany 'has' Iiow.p£omu). 

i ga.ted a law providing-'for the grea:test • 
, I' 	 possible restitution of, their property 

to rill those who, after Hiller's acces
sion to power. were Unlawfully, de-, 
prtved of it for reasons 6f race; religion; 
nationalitY; ideology, or politica.I, oppo- , ' 
siticm. Under, this law < a peginning 
wui be madeJo letur~ to the innumer~ 
!,!,bIe Victims of Nazism or their heirs 
whatever property' can still, be idEm~ 
tified' as having' belonged to them. 
The 'scope of this project is illustrated 
by the fact tho:t property subject to 
restitution,' in the American \ zone alone 
i~estimate~ at $1,600,000,000 'at ,the' 
pre'-war rate 'of '·ex.change.,'· , 

. The ne:Wlaw is an act of elemetttaty 
justice, in keeping with the democratic 
prmciple:that'no one shail be deprived 
of life,libertyior\,property withQut due 
process of law. i· This principle was 
proclaimed

v 
in ,one of th~ first d~re!ilS 

of, the Allied Control ·CoUncil as· yalid 
for Germany••, But the Contr91 ~oun~. 
ci.i. ,;~~adlocked ~:m every 'other , :as,"u~,. 

· renialris deadlocked on this one a well; 
·with tlie result that the Am"can' 
· Military Government has been'com. 
pelledto act al~ne. It has'likewi~e 
~en ;COnlp!lled, t~ ,act ':over, the h:eads 
ot ,the Germa.n state governments be
cauSe thest!' governments, . While agree
tng With the law "in ppnciple," iOll~d 
pretexts for opposing it in detl!.il, since 
it 'is highly unpopular ,with t,hose who 
profited 'Jncier the, Nazi system, :sut 
,riow 'that a start·has been made it is 

I 
, 

" 

i 

I' 

"to ,', be hoped t1'!at' the' other Mi1it8.~y' , 

, 

GoVernments wi,ll act likewise; and 
that they will' establish' strict super
vision over the Gern:iancourts charged 
with passing on restituiion'clainis. 

The new law takes its place ,l?eSide ! 
the Amed cLcrees 'for the recoveJ'Y of,. 
Nazl1oot. taken from otl;tercountri,es, i 
and thereby establishes a. precedent' 

.I·which reaches beyond 'the, vict.imsof: 
I NaZism. For, taken togelher; th,ese 
i'decrees hold th!I.t·cany loot, is',illegal 
I. and recoverable. whether taken in an ' 
iinternational war or in a domestf.' revo~ 

jlution, 'evenwiten it is seized b jtvic-! 

! torious government' or party I!:s1;lm~ : 

ling'to legalize its seiZures by ass'ing' 

; laws and decrees to cover, them, as ' 

!, Hitle~ did. This holds a warning to th~ , 

revoiutionary governments now essay

, lng, similar practices in,Eastern Europe. 
Some daY·;they. maybe called toac
count for actions which too'often re" 
seinble the:Nazl practices . which the~ 

lli~~ounce. " 
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MEMO March 30, 1949 

ten Dr. Robert S. Marcus ( Mrs. G. Beige1) 
from: Kurt R. Gro s smann /(0 
A meeting of the working oommittee of 4 cooperating organizations took p1aoe 
on Maroh 29. 1949 at the office of the. Joint Distribution Committee. It was 
attended by the American Jewish Committee (Eugene Revesi), the Jewish Agenoy 
(Morr~s Buk8tein), the Joint Distribution Committee (Dayid Weingart. Mr. 
Beckelman and Ely Rock) and by the World Jewish Congress (Kurt R. Grossmann) 
and the Counoil of Jewish Welfare Funds (Theodore Norman). 

The prepared memorandum to be subiJ.itted to various O.ongreasmen and Senators 
was disoussedage.in and Mr. Beokel-man. who participated in the negotiations in 
Geneva an~ Paris oonoerning refund of transportation costs for immigration to 
Israel, presented his outline on the basis of the experience. 

It we.s decided. to redraft the memorandmnon the basis of Mr. Beckelman f s 
observations to await the decision of the present IRO conferenoe in GeneVa. 
In oase IRO should deoide to reimburse the Jewish Agenoies up to $12,000,000 
any representation to the Congre8s:·.::weu1d seem superfluous. Shou14 the oompromise 
of $S;OOOiOOO,lo("$8,500,OOO be accepted, we shall submit the memorandum and 
should the origin41 decision to refund only $4,000,000 not be ohan~d, we 
should wage an open battle against IRa. 

It wal further deoided that a list of the Congressmen and Senators should be 
drawn up and the final decision on that memorandum should be taken not later 
than Monday, April 4, 1949. 

IRGsES 
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LAW OFFICES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN .AND SCHWARTZ 

1832 JEFFERSON PLACl'!:. N. W. 

EUllOPEAN 01!'FiCE
JAl,t:ES M. LANDIS WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 
WALLACE M. COHEN SAUL G. l,t:ABIAS 

a BA.B:NROl"STRASSE.. S'EYM:OUR J. RUBIN STERLING S - 3906 

ZURICH I, S'WlTZB~ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

July 11, 1958 

,Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
, World .Jewish Congress 

15 - 'East 84th Street 

New York 28, N. l'. 


Dear Nehe;rniah: 

I have your letter of July 9 , re the Administrationt s 
progrrun concerning war damaRe 'claimants against Germany . ' 

The Times story is quite accurate and it is.. intended to , 
bitroduc,eclaims legislation divo.reed from the ,return problem. 
The. reason, is that the. Germans were unhappy with the Admirti.:. 
straii.onproposai to',a.ppropria.te $100,000, ope, add it to what 
is left in. the War Claims Fund, compensate American and Ger
man claimants to the amount of .$10,000 and then pro' rate the, 

. remaind,er. '!'he Germans apparently fe1t(corre~t1y, in my 
judgment) that theCongt;'ess would not appropriate- this am01ll).t 
thi.s year,' ,and I,gather, they also felt any suchproposal would 
not res,ult inmuch Intheway of return for the ~arge German .. '. . . 

corpor~~,e.claimants. ,Thus. the Department said they would 
just go ahead with the claims aspect. 

I d9 not know just how the, claims bill wili be drafted, 
and whether ,it will be, iimited to $10,000 or not. It is, expected 
that$lQO, QOO, 000 will be put into the, pot, presumably from the 
V(ar Claims '(G~rmanand Japanese ,assets) Fu.nd. 

An obvious point which will arise. is with respect to the 
,claims of persons who were not American citizel1.s .atthe time 
the claims aro,se. Despite renewed attempts, the last claim'S 

,bill (S. 3557, dealing with Czech claims) insists on the inter
national law rule of citizenship at the time of loss. This is put, 
however, on the bas is of lack of funds, even for such 'claimants, 
rather than that the United States is, bound by any such rule when 
it is disposing of funds within Us control. 
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Moreover, in the 'case of Italy, th'e$5 million handed 
over to the United States underthe so-called.LornbardoAgree
ment is now to be used for persons who were residents at the 
time of loss, it not having been exhausted by c,itizens. We 
might, therefore, be able to get s'ome such treatment tinder' 
the G~rman claims. bill, particularly s.ince, if (~) the fund 
is s ei at ,$100, 6.06, o60~ and (b) the claims are limited to . 
$10,000; there will prob~bly b~ a ,surplus. 

F\naily, there is no prospect of legislative pas.sage of 
any such. btllduring the present session, though it may be sent 
up to the pres~nt Congress. 

Regards, 

SJ;R:mjs 	. 
. CC: 	 Mr. Kagan

Dr. Hevesi 
Mr. J.acobson 

. . .' \ 

• • • ~., ~ I' 

" " 

I 
* • .oj • ..... t" ....... 
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COpy COpy 

July21,1958 

Mr. Saul Kagan 
JQm.t,Distdbution Committee 
3 - .East 54th Street 
New York. 22, New York 

Dear Saul: 

Re: Heirless Assets 

I enclose herewi.th a self-explanatory copy 

of a letter from Congressman Oren Harris in response to 

my letter of July 15. 

.SJR:mjs 
encl: 
GGl Dr. 

Dr. 
. Mr. 
Hon. 

SiijJol 
Seymour J ,Rubi.n 

Eugene Hevesi 
Nehemiah Robinson 

Monroe. Goldwater 

Isadore .Dollinger 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
House of Representatives 

July 18, 1958 

Seymour J ..Rubm, Esquire 
._y!a.sh\~~!~.~:~'?.~~el 
Jewish. Restitution Successor Organization 

1832 Jefferson Place, N. W. 

Washington 6, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Rub.in: 

Reference is mad.e to your letter of July l5~ 1958 

urging early executive action by the full Committee on 

H. R.12294, a bill to amend the Trading with the Enemy Act. 

I plan to hold executive sessions of the full Comr:nit 

te.e l'n the very near future and this is one"pf thebUls which 

wUl be. given con~\deratlon. 


Your.letter wUl be brought to the attention of the 

M¢mbers, and I am sure ltwUl be helpful when we discuss 

this very important legislative matter. 


Sincerely yours, 

1s I' 	 Oren Harris, M. C. 
Chairman 

OH/jn 



July 28, ,1958 

MI'. Saul l\agaa 

Jewlsb.Restltut\ea SUCCElSSOI' 01'.ardzat1o. 

3 Eaet, S.ch 8tr••• 

N&w YOl'k42, N~ Y. 


l\8 your letter of July 24, 1 am wat<.::hiAg the German 
Clabne lUll. I am told., and belleve, it has ,DO chance of 
pas.age this yeai'. ' It was probably sent up in orda!' to glve 
the claimants some hope. 

,So far as the '!new Am(u'~e$n8" pl"Qblems,t doubt that 
we'll be able to pei-swiae the J"CSC to go beyond t~e 
tradJUoa.al cQaeepu ,of international taw. There has'been 
a oUghtbll'eak.-thl'ougb 1'4 ltaHan fUJild8. whlchnot betng 
elit\..~ly .ee4 101' traditio..l Amel'lcan clatms" have belt'D 
'allqc_tod to sorne 'others ot newer Am.ericans. What we 
will uvv to dol.a pll'lmarUy to wOl'k on the Congress, and. 
be content with some mUd SUPJlOl't bO,m State and III ~eutral 
a,tUlWie, .. li we taD get that .. iJfotrl FOSC. 

Seymour J. :RubLn 

, 
¢et~.,. I'll. RoomsoD 

. Dr. ii. BeVElS! 
r· 
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JAMES M, LANDIS 

WALLACE M, COHEN 

SEYMOUR J. RUBIN 

.AB:aA p, SCHWARTZ 

LAW' OFFICES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

1832 JEl"l"ERSON PI.A.CE, N. W. 

WASHINGTON e, D, C. EUROPEAN OPPles 

SAUL G. MAHI.A.S 
STERLING 3 - 5905 a BA.BNnOPSTJlA.SSE 

August 5, 1958 
ZURICH I, SWITZEllLAND 

Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
,World Jewish Congress 
15 ,East 84th Street 
New York 28, N~ Y. 

Re :G.errnan Claims Legislation 
. 86th C~:mgress. 

Dear Nehemiah: 

The, fact that I arn.creating anew file on, this matter 
entitled "86th Congress'\ answ~rs that part of your letter . of 

, . 

, July 17 and sOYne 'other inquiries. I have received as to. whether 
, the legislation inoorporated. in H.; ..R. l3337 is likely to become 
law in. the 85th Congr.es s', 

, Secondly, you are ,quitecor?ect, as usual, in, your 
analysis of this bill. It does not provide for very generous, if 
any,- benefits. for persons who were notAmericandtizens at the 
time of loss or damage. However, we wiil have. some time to 
make such case as' w,e'can iIi this regard, since action will 
certainly be postponed until next year, Moreo¢ver, the only 
hope we have lies in' getting strong rep~'esentat'ionsmade to~ 
the Congess, not merely bypresentati<)]i, of statements, to the, rele
vantcommittee, but also by personally talking to the impo:d:a.nt 
m:em.bersof the Congress, in. advance of the hearings. We shall 
have, to persuade Congressmen,on both sides that there shauld be 
amendments to take care of new Arnerican citiz.ens, and h~ve 
them. introduce amendmeI).ts, to that effect, arid mobilize support. 

In this regard, please look at the Senate discussion 
of the Czech claims bill, at pp, 12025 et seq.?,f the Congressional 
Record of July 9, 1958, particularly the remarks of Senator Javi.ts 

. beginni.ng at p. 12027. 

I would like to make two other' comments: 

1) So far as loss of life is concerned, the intent is to avoid 
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a."reparations'bilL Thus, no claim is put forward for death of 

soldiers ,etc. Thisls the reason why the loss of life provision.. 

is restricted to .the exte'Q.t that it is •. Whether this is logical, with 

civilians who got ili the way of the war, I don't knoWi but I think 

that the damage occurring on land to civilhms as well a:s to military 

is taken to be "in the course of the war" and outside the limited 

scope o~ this proposed legislation. 


2) In. theCzeck claims bill, provision was made for uS'e 
, of that part of a. $5 million Italian fund. riot used for "original" American 

clciiiris lo'he used for "new Americ(lD." .claims.A few people in State 
have indicated they hope that this can be a wedge in the previously 
solidpo'sition that i,s reflected in the provistons of the present biU. 
It may be that it is a wedge; even so, we'll have to do the work.in 
pushing that wedge in. 

B.estregards, 
/"') 

,::::~~:.~ .. , ... ~..-) (
/.",-,-':-'" 

.../ 

seyrno~ J .• Rubin 

.cc: 	Mr. Kagan 
Dr. Heyesi 

. " 
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LAw OFFICES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

1832 JEFFERSON PLA.CE. N. W. 

JAMES M. LANDIS WASHINGTON e. D. C. EUROPEAN OFPlC'B 
WALLACE M. CO:a:EN 

SEYMO'OR J. H'OBIN 

ABBA. P. SC:a:WARTZ 
STEHLING :3  5005 

SAUl:. G. M.A.1UAS 

." BAHNKOPSTRA..SSE 

ZURICH 1, SwtTZ£BLAND 

April 15. 1959 

COnlrGllman bddore Dolli118er 
Houle of Representatives 
WalhtAgcOft. D.C. 

Dear Congl'ee.runan Dolliasel': 

In accordance with our telepbone conversation of today. 
I enclose be!'ewlth a redraft of M. R. lZ194 whicb YOll introduced 
~" -~------~-"."~->-~----- '"-". " 
in the a6thCoagl'ess. 

You will recall that the original biUlntroduced by you 
was M. R. 7830. H.I\. 12294 was the resultaf revision of H. R. 
7830 to toe .into account the ."I,eationa of: a. tbe Department 
01 Ju.etice; aDd b. the Lelislative Counau,l ot the House, after 
conferences with Kurt Bo"chardt and myself and alter the beulnge 
01 March 13, 1958.H. R. 122.94 therelore includes aU 01 the tech· 
meal amendments wbl<lh have been susgested by aay interested 
parties. Theonly.mtmdmentof aubetaDce which 18 nec.,aaI"Y is 
to redu.ce thea~oWlt mentioned in the bill from $1,000,000 to 
$500,000. 

i have Illade that ahaBge. as well as making the apPl'opriate 
.other changes on tae face oithe btll and I think it is ready to be' 
tYPed in the appropriate form {or introdu.ction• 

. 1 also enclose hereWith a copy of Colonel TOWnsendts 
letter ol.Apl'~ 10. addressed to me. I had a meeting with him 
and. others on his staff in early April or late March. I advised. 
that if we were to drop the amolint to $500.000, we would waat 
active advocacy of this bill and not merely a statement 01 uno 
objectionu. Colonel TOVlll.end agreed to thill and examined H. R. 
12294 and. agreed that no changes wel'e neceasary in it other. than 
reGuction of the amount involved. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours. 

Seymour J. Rubin 
SJR:jf 341635

';' , 



LAW OFFICES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

, 1832 JEFFERSON PLA.CE, N. W. 

JAMES M, LAN1HS WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

WALLACE M. COHEN SAUL G. MARIAS 

SEYMOUD J. DUBIN S~ERLING 3 - ;5905 3 llA..HNltOJ!STBASSE 

ABBA p, SCHWABTZ 
.ZURICl:I ., SWITZEBI..A.ND 

April IS, 1959 

Mr. Harlan Wood 
Counsel to the Subcommittee on the 
Trading With the Enemy Act of the 
Senate Judic:lary Committee 
Room 2204 
New State Office BuUdiftg 
Washington, D. C. 

Sa: ' Heirless Property Legislation 

Dear Mr. Wood: 

It appears Ukely that legislation will be introduced in the 
Senate. on a bipartisan basis. to authorize aDd direct a bulk settle
ment of the multitudmous heirless pl'operty claims which are now 
pending pursU8.Dt to s'3ctioIl32(h) of the Trading With the Enemy)",ot. 
As you )mow, the sectlon provides at present for these claims. The 
only issue \8 what a reasonable evaluation of these claims WQuid be 
for legislation to authorize the) Attorney General to settle the claims 
at that amoUDt rather than requiring him to go through the lengthy, 
eXpensive and time-consuming process of holding hearings on each 
individual claim. 

The Office of Alien Pro~rty recently expressed itself 
t,o me and to Senator Javits' oi£lce as being in favor of this legis
lation provided, the amount of the bulk settlement is not in excess 
of $500,000. This amount is considered by the Offlce of Allen 
,Property to be a fall" estimate of the value of the claims wh\C;h .have 
been timely fUed. The Jewish RestUution Successor Organization 
considers it to be a very low figure but concedes that proof in the 
situation in which heirless property exists is so dU'lleult that a 
larger amount might not be provable. The interested charitable 
organlzatlons- Jewish, Catholic and Protestant ", are all anxious 
that the funds be used for the needy surviving perseeutees as soon 
as possible. The Office of Alisn Property is, 1 am sure, anxious 
that this be done \n accordance with the will of Congres,D as expressed 
in section 32(h). but also to cUmlnate the vast amount of procedural 
labor whlch would otherwise be required of the Office. 

341636 
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I am enclosing herewith a copy of: 

a.. A bill which was introduced in the House of Representatives 
in the 85th Congress and which is a revision of an earlier bill. said·· 
revision having been made after consultation with tl1e Office of .AliEm 
Property. aiter hearings before the House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce COrlllnission and after consultation with House Legislative 
Counsel, baaed upon those hearings. The present draft is changed 
only to reduce the amount involved from $1. 000. OOQ to $500,000. 

h. A copy of a self-explanatory letter dated April 1. 1959. 
addressed by me to Colonel Townsend. 

c. A letter under date of April 10. 1959 from Colonel 
Townsend torne. 

I anticipate that this bin will be introduced in the House 
very shorUy. I truet that it will also be on a bipartisan basis in 
the Senate and that favorable action will be ta.ken on it by the 
Comm~ttee8hortly thereafter. 

Sincerely yourl'h 

Seymour J. Rubin 
SJR:jf 

J 
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March 23. 1959 

Mr. Saul Kagan . 
Joint Distribution Committee 
3 East 54th Street 
New York 22, New York 

Re: H~ir.1ess Property -86th Congress 
Dear Saul: 

The projected meeting with the Attorney General, Senator. 
Javits, Mr. Goldwater" etc., became a meeting between Colonel 
Townsend, Mr. Myron and Mr. Schor of the Office of Alien Property, 
Mr. Kingsley of Senator Javits Office, and myself last Friday. 
I spent considerable time briefing Kingsley and we then went over to 
the OAP. it having become ciear from innumerable conversations 
with Javite .office that for one reason or another, the, meeting with 

,the Attorney General would not be possible. 

To be very b~ief about it, I stated clearly that 80mething 
had to be done abo~t a bulk settlement .• that the answer was legislation, 
but that the kind of statement which was made last year. "while 
favorable , was not sufficient to get the legislation off to a. good" 
start. I admitted that proceedings would be long drawn out unless 
we were to get legiSlation and I said that we were prepared to drop 
the amendment ill the bill to $500,000, this being the amount which 
the Bureau of the Budget told Javits office last year they would approve. 
providing we could get unequivocal and strong'support from the 

,,: Department of Justice in the form of a statement that, Justice felt 
that the proposed legislation was in the affirmative interest of the 
United States Government. 

There was some discussion of the language ·.i:n the bill 
and I pointed out that the language had been revised after a brief 
discussion with OAP and that it had subsequently been revised by 
legislatlve consent further so that it would be. as a technical matter, 
in good shape. There was some discussion of it between Myron and 
Townsend. 

A clear agreement was reached on the lines stated by meo 
Justice will back the legislation or at least we have the guarantee of 
Townsend and the others present that they will so recommen~r(ahd i·here 
hno chance of the Attorney General not going along). lmad~ it clea~ 



Page - l - Mr. Saul Kagan 	 March l3, 1959 

that 	we would represent to Senators Dirkson, et al (and of course 
IQ.ngsley wo.uld represent Javits) that Justice would affirmatively and 

,strongly SUppbt't $500,000 legislation. The only reservation was that 
as a technical matte:r, Townsend could not commit the Attorney 
General. but I was authorized tl) say that thiS would be the case so 
far as Townsend's views were concerned. Myron said that they 
desiredtc):get rid of some additional cases of ours, in which I had 
refused to consent to wlthdrawhlupto now, these being cases where 

. they know the persons involved we~e alive as of five or six yea'rs ago, 

\, but had had no word from them inthe laiJt two or three years. On the. 


",:clear statement that the amo~t jn~olved wasno.t substantial and that. 

, '. 	 in any case these wtthdrawal~ vvp\l~4 not affect the support for the 

$500,000 settlement, t said thatJI{'SO would consent to such with
drawal. 

As the matter stands, I wHLhave to be in touch with 
various Senators and .Representatives.and try to get the legislation 
introduced. as quickly as possible. In this connection, I wonder 
whether it would be possible to ask Dewey Stone to see whether. 
MacCormack would sponsor the legislation in the House. together 
with DaiHnger. 

.Best wishes. 

Seymour J. Rubin 
SJR:jf . 

cc: 	 Eugene Hevesi 

Nehemiah Robinson 


i. .. 

341G39 




L.a:W OFFICES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

18S2 JEFFERSON PLACE, N. W. 
EUROPEAN OFPICE 

WASHINOTON 6, D. C. 
JAMES M. LANDIS 

SAUL O. MARIAS 
WALLACE M. COHEN 13 BAB'NBOJ1'STBASSE 

STERL:INO:3 5905
SEYMOUR J. RU:B:IN ZURICH t, SWITZEliLA.ND 

ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

June 19. 1959 

Mr. Saul .Kagan 

Joint Distributlon Committee 

3 East 54th Street 

New York 22, New York 


Be: Heirless a8sets - 86th <;ongress 

Dear Saul: 

Development. are: 

I. Hearing. were held on June 18. Mo~roe ,sent in the statement which 
1 bad prepared for him•. 

2. JavU&' office (Mll1enBen)~:;'::alled me late June 17th to say that Jacob 
Blaustein had talked with Javlts in London, and that Javits wanted to 
testify re (a) natlonaUty and (b) .helrless assets. I was asked to pre
pare a statement. The statement is annexed hereto. 

3•. Javlts appeared. He left the natlonaHty-eUglbUlty issue to a letter 
. to be sent by him (thiS looks bad; GUIUand was prepared this time, and 
put his opposltlon both on "traditional" grounds and on the bast increase 
ln funels which would be necessary). Javits was very good. on the heirless' 
islllue. The questioning was only from Keatlng, who wanted to know why 
the amount wasn't at least a mlllion. JavU. said that would be fine, but 

.he wanted this t~. get oU dead center, wanted it taken out of S.672 if 
necessary to get actlonat this .~usion, etc. He promlsed to supply a 
memo on the amount. involved, which 1 wUl draft. 

4. I talked with Hughes, Staats' assistant In the Budget Bureau. He 
was quite frlendly, but obviously thought that the amount ought be some
where between the half and quarter mUllon figures. He said that Budget 
did not wish at this time to change he letter; but that if the blll went 
through at a blgher flgure than that they bad irecommende~, in any dis.. 
cussions with Budget they would lndleate that their position was flexible, 
though the statement of last year that a half million was the maximum 
provable under present standards would influence them. They will 
probably urge a figure of $400,000. They will probably not urge a veto 
if the bill is $500.000. 

. ,~ 
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July 1. 1959' 

Mr. Saul Kagan 
Joint Distribution Committee 
3 East 54th Street 
New York ZZ. New York 

Re: HeIrless Assets 
Dear Saul: 

SAUL O. MARIAS 

3 B..A..llN'HOFST:&.A.SSB 

Z.URICH 1, swtTZERl..AND 

86th 	Congo 

I, enclose herewith a copy of a self-explanatory letter 
from Magr. Edward E.Swan8trom~ Executive Director, Catholic 
Welfare cont'erence. 

SJR:jf
o Encl. 

cc: 	 Dr. Hevesi 


Mr. Robinson, __p 
y 
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