
LAw OFFICES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

1832 JEFFERSON PLACE, N. W. 

JA.MES M. LA.NDIS W.ASH::Il!<OTOl!< a, D. C. EUROPlt.A..N OFFIelD 

wALLA.CE M. COREN SAUL G. MAR:U.S 
SEYMOU:Q J. :QUBIN STE:QL:ING :3  5905 ft. B.A.BNuOPSTR&.SSE 

ABBA P. SC:a:W.ARTZ 2.llRICK 1# SWITZEllLA.N1) 
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Dr•. Nehemiah Robinson 
World Jewish Congress 
15 East 84th Street 
New York 28, New York 

De ar Nehemiah: 

First, I am glad to note that you are back at 
your desk. 

Second, the war claims legislation has been the 
subject of hearings recently before the .senate Judiciary Committee, 
Subcommittee on tlleTrading with the. Enemy Act, and the House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, Subcommittee on 
Finance (these are not yet completed). I would suggest that you' 
write to the clerks. to ask for the published transcripts, when these 
are available. 

There are a large number of bills, and I think Kagan 
has most if not all of them•. For your information, . I enclose herewith 
a copy of a recent report by Mr•. Ernest Schein, Chairman of aBar 
Association Committee, which fairly well summarizes the salient 
features .of each. 

The bills ·are all snarled up.. The Senate side wants 
no claims bills. for American claimants except in the context of a re
turn of vested ·assets; . the House side is opposed to return. A number 
of people have argued for eligibility of all persons who are citizens at 
the time of the statute; the Administration, and the Senate Subcommittee, 
oppose this•. So action is unlikely. 

Third, aMiss VirginiCi Meekison, in the. State Depart
ment, Room 305, State Annex 10, . is doing some .work on restitution, etc. 
problems in Germany, in co~ection with a court case in which the 
Department is apparently being sued•. She wanted copies of the Institute 
Annual. I wo.uld appreciate it if you would have sent to 'her a copy of the 
Annual for the years 153 - 158 inclusive, with a note telling her that 
after she decides which of these best suits .her purpose, another four 
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copies of that issue would be available. {She needs five copies for ex
hibits}•.. 1 would of course .be pleased to receive a copy of whatever not~ 
you send her, so as to .stay informed. 

Janet joins me in sending our best wishes for your ver,Y . 
:goodhealth. 

SJR:jf 

Encl. 
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JAMES M.LANDIS 

WALLACE M. COHEN 

SEYMOV:R J. RVlHN 

.A.:BBA P. SCHWARTZ 
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EtlROPE.A.N O'FP'tCE 

SAUL G. MA1UAS 

a BAHNHOFSTIiASSE 

ZURICH I, SWITZEliL4.ND 

M... s.tU. ~g8D . 
loint Distr,lbtoitlc)n CGlIlmittee 
3 Eaa, 54th~tr..e.t. .." .'f . 

N~w York.Z~.New: York . 

··tte,,,uned today, per the·.eacl••~. 

Maek.u.,.med f.....able. .and I'ecalled that la8t year the 

.$I~o_ltt~.~r.,.rhd'th.s= .:emeat bUt. 

. .r:to 
p SJ.R:Jf "".. ,,,," 

ERel. "./ 

ce: Mr. Rot;.lDaonv 
y Dr.. Heves\ 

Mr• Goldwater 
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· STA TEMENT OF SEYMOUR J,. RUB IN 

My name is Seymour J., Rubin, I am a lawyer with offices in 

Washington, D. C., and have for many years been deeply interested 

.in the relief and rehabilitation of former victims of Nazi persecution. 

I appear at this time as Washington Counsel for the Jewish Restitution 

Successor Organization, a charitable corporation set up under the laws 

of the State of New York. 

The interest of the JRSO is directed toward a proposal now 

pending before this Subcommittee which would make it possible to 

carry out the purposes of Section 32{h) of the Trading ,With the Enemy 

Act. The bill now pending is H. R. 6462, inh'oduced by Mr•. Dollinger. 

I appear here today to urge both favorable action on H. R. 6462 and. 

should comprehensive claims legislation be repor.ted by this .Committee. 

that the provisions of H. R. 6462 be .included .in such legislation. 

Similar legislation wa.s before thi,Gommittee in the 85th 

.Congress and hearings were conducted on it on March 13. 1958 before 

this same Subcommittee. At that time, I appeared to urg.e passage of 

this legislation. My testimony appears on page 38 of the report of 

March 13, 1958 hearing" With the indulgencE~of theCornmittee, I will 

at this time make only a few explanatory remarks beyond reference to 

my previous te s timony. l!" 
-:~~ 

"Heirless assets" consist of property in the United States Q 
~ 

of people who lived in Germany and who were exterminated by the ~ 
'M 

Nazis. These properties were vested by the! Alien Property Custodian. 
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Immediately after the war, the Congress enacted legislation to pro

vide that persecutees could obtain return of their property. But, as 

a result of the mass slaughter by the Nazis, many properties remained 

unclaimed, because the original owner and his entire family had been 

killed. Recognizing that to retain the properties .of such persons 

would be to profit from slaughter, the Cong:res.s, in 1954, enacted 

Section 32(h) of the Trading With the Enemy Act. That Section pro

vided that these heirless properties .or their proceeds, . should be 

used for the relief and rehabilitation, in the United States, of needy 

surviving persecutees. 

The President was author.ized by the legislation to designate 

a "successor organization" to carry out this .commendable purpose;' 

and .in early 1955, the JRSO wa.s s.o designated by President Eisenhower. 

I may point out that Section 32(h) prohibits payment of legal 

or a,dministrative costs out of the proceeds and periodic reports as 

to their use for the statutory purposes mUSltbe submitted to the 

Congress. 

The JRSO, as I have said, is a charitable corporation which 

has no interest beyond that of serving surviving and needy persecutees 

the same interest as that established by the statute. It is the same 
O!-' ''I .. ...... 

organization which carried out a similar task in the American Zone 

of Germany, with the hi.gh praise of General Clay, Ambassador 

:Mcc'i~y, and all others who have known of its work. 
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The task of the JRSOhas been an enormous one. The reason 

for this is simple. When property is .heirless, by deftnltlon there is 

no claimant at hand to provide documentary proof of ita existence, 

of ttl ownership, etc. Any organization working in this field thus 

.has to work very much in the dark•.Nevertheless, over the course 

of .theyears.since 1955, thousand. of claims have been 'flled by the 

JRSO, have· been worked over in cooperation with the Office of Allen 

PropertyD and .the result. have .been digested. Certain conclus.lons 

.from thh work standout• 

.Flrlt, there II complete unanlmtty on the part of the United 

,State•. Oove·rnment and on the part of the JRSO that there Ihould bea 

.bulk lettlement of the Section 3Z.(h) cl alml.There are 10 many of 

the.e clalml, a 8ubltantlal number of which are 10 Imall,that 

individual proceiling wouldlmpole an intolerable and c.ompletely 

unnecel.ary burden, walteful of the taxpayerl' money and of the 

f:u.nd. of a charitable organization, on both the part of the Office of 

AUen Prope'rty and the JRSO. I can lay wtth complete allurance 

that a bulk.ettleme.nt II therefore favored by all • the Adminlitration, 

any member. of Conare•• who have con.ideredthe problem, and , . 

the .JRBO. 
c- " 
~".,Second, the work lnthe.e claiml hal re •.ulted tn an ~, 

('rj " 

e.tlmate of theb va.lue, or, rather, varloull.estlmate. of their 

http:bulk.ettleme.nt
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values. Section 32(h) provided a ceiling of $3,000,000•. The bill 

considered by this .committee in the 85th Congress provided a bulk 

settlement of $1,000,000. The bill now pending here provides a bulk 

.settlement of $500,000. 

The Director of the Office .of Alien Property has stated that 

$500,000 was a figure which he would support. Less recently, the 

statement of the' Office of Alien Property was that $500,000 was the 

.	limit of claims payable under present "standards of proof". The 

JRSo.°on its side, feels that under present standards of proof the 

limit is probably around $750, 000 rather than $500,000. And these 

are the standards which would have to be met by an individual claim

ant who had access to records•. 

For a number of reasons., it is clear that the figure arrived 

at in this way is very low•. For example, these figures do not take 

intc:, account various contested clai.ms such as the approximately
: :,.' 

$250.000 which is now under litigation in the Office of Alien Property 

and to which the JRSO has laid claim as being the proceeds of looted 
, 
0" diamonds•. 
.q. 
(0 

In addition~ no account is taken in these figures of '.,........ 

~. 

M'~ about $1, boo, 000 in United States currency which was picked up by 

the U. S. Army in Berlin, a very. substantial part of which was 

almost certainly looted from the homes and safe deposit boxes 
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of those who were sent to the Nazi concentration camps. 

And finally, no account is ,taken .in these figure's of the 

vast amount included in the so-called uomnibus accounts ll 
- accounts 

standing in the names of Swiss banks in which it is impossible to 

identify the indivi.dual items, because of Swiss banking secrecy laws. 

Thus, the JRSO feels that a bulk settlement in the amount 

of $1,000,000 would be well justified. It has subscribed to the proposal 

obtained ,in H. R. 6462 - calling for $500,000 - in the knowledge that 

time is running out for these people whom the Congress has said it 

wished these funds to benefit. Remember that Section 32(h) goes 

back to 1954.1 ,There is no point in getting a little more for a former 

persecutee who is now living on a meager pension than would be 

available now if the amount whichil:\ so obtained is made, available 

after his death. 

Thus, the JRSO, in the interest of immediate action, urges 


the enactment of Ho R. 6462, in this .Congr,e;ss and in this session. 


I can on'lyadd that bulk settlement principle permits a 

portion of this $500,000 to be paid tOl, non-Jewish, Nazi victims, 

even though claims have not been filed on their behalf because of 
·('".i~ 
......... '
the enormous difficulti.es in the procedure. ' 
cb 

1,1 ......, 
Except for that meritorious departure, this is merely a ~ 

C"'j 

bill authorizing the settlement of claims which are now on file and 

" . . " 

http:difficulti.es


I \ 0, , 

\ '.... . .. 

./ -' ' 'Ii" ': ~ 
._1 .. 

, I "",'t 
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which are validly filed under exi.sting laws. In other words, there 

is no question of policy involved here at all, what is involved ,is 

merely giving life to a statute enacted in 1954, and which the Congres s 

, did not intend to be vetoed by administrative difficulties~ 

This bill ha,s the support of the National Catholic We~fare 

Conference, the American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish 

Congress, and the Church .WorldServices, and its principle has 

been cleared wi.thin the Administration. I solicit your favorable, 

action 'for it. 

Thank you. 

Washington, D. C. ' 

July 25, 1959 
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MBroh 19,1"1 

.'$eutot' ...~ I.'. DtrlQiea 
trldted'States amte 
w...hiugtoa.· ,.C~ 


A'~, :MJt. 1f. A. Steve.. 


... ,,_.~_._,:';~'~i:~' D8~' S • ...,,;li$Jen.
,,'l>,.,. ", ~"Y,';> . 

"'>;; '. . ......Uiit.nt to:,., tCit,lephone oQUve:rsa.tlon With y(t~ of';' 
<e~hl. mOrn~.I ~tlnCJlc8iDg~othercop1ot tlie·bl1'l':·~~"h . 
··'··,.~"~~J"18b~eagre~•. and the ~l1el'maJor leWi~h.rcat.a-, 

.. tn.eVa1to4I:ta;t••..~ interested in h6v~ag .you . ~,:r,04uo• 

. ,"at '~t.· $J'~ fi84bongnsa, Seoond,Se,.lon.· t '_:i\1r~ ..
i' ., ":b.tere8~d lnlearrdn& that Col.• T01D18••dott}teOttloe 

".:!£:~J:.",,~~J;\1:' h"Bd'v18~crBelllatQr Javl~8 thtltthe Ott1o:e;·o~:' 

f ,':

.............. ' .' .... prepe.re~ to. 1;1:1".1:\.• support to th,e propo.8~d,j.ea. . .' . 
'!,.~I~,io"'.e·-:·'·••:.w.'··'~b""""'. .tDe·Wonu - that you hav.'ncrb heard tromCol.To-.eu 
~ LL M"".. :""1!Ih!nba ~()bow1ed&e4your'1.tt~r.ot'j'e~~u~, 6th", 

'b~: vtewol,':e44';$ '~£ll'DlAtlva aVOiltvile towards ,the p',~rt~~e4 
.,~~1;~•. 1~~~ .•.. ,.~~y,(tf,.~pg~.sting that aoal1' at Qol. Tpvnis&IAAV" . 
· ·.·.to... f!.l.:.•.. ..· .t·.'1;'0·......~~~!~ ::·.tI:{..~p~)·whioh \r~vld ••courag.you to pr,.,..4 "$.,~. 

_ ..",¥.. V1iI_ _ ,. ')'01111' bl11:." .. ' . 
\,,::. " ' ... '," . ,.';'':'. ':;: ,.,.~~;"'" . . '-'j":" 

. , ' i "," \ -:~'i:; . 

. . " .. ,... . .' s....t,()" ~~g.r' ~t~hebe.ame ill. &ad l3eDflt~r,';' . 

. . """$8. ·liWdieuSJlI. :h.1;':.ei~,es.e4 .,. :$.ntere8t 11\ "4.ng O....po~eJ'8


· .,' ~ . .,' _ ," " ,.", ,i~1 ".< ' " f';.. ' i,'" .- -"" ,. " -' ' '-" . '." "", ' 

~l',l.~})J.a !Il8a&!~.lot.l\"4Ul'$.eal1 t~t .hen I 108t 8.,;YOU ~ ......ll 
iDtb~~:1·7~U:(~~Dd,~,oa'.~I"~~~/Y:()\I ha,4,. Jl~t a • yet made 9 Yo,.:r m1~,.whetbe" 

.te.l.~tr"u.. th' blU,~~n~ OJ' wheth.,to join as aoo.-.s."nsol". Unle.8 
·;yeul1..ve.i~.oo-'i~;t~)UJ·. totheeoiltrVy, ... Ihoul.d·.ltJce;v~17: muoh 
·,~o.be.V:o ;yo\1jo~8~n'at9t8;.llenn1ngs .8Ii4Javit8BS.a,Q~8poASor.' ,~ 
/CteO~ji(OD youreaoh'w~th' .!japect .to tijia_tterYltll"l as·ave. yoil. be" 

· 'lIIat~.ta.t~ with tpe ~!ilWi8hoJ',Qn1.ze.,tl:o~uter.ated1nthi8 probiem. 
. .' "', -. . . 

We ha.ve'})~en· adY18ed. 'thatthef1ri't pan of April there 
wl11 .0. heqiaga on') 'lj~late4' to liar d...., retvA of --187' ...~ 
8eta arl4.,ooaiate,., .........• It "oUlld seem that 'the proposedb1l1 .fall. 
td.tb,1n the oate.0rl' of thebl11e· on. "Moh the .u-1n&a w111 . be hel•• 
lD .v1ew ot ·th1'8., It ',e8aentla1 that the blll be introduced at the 
e.Uest possib~e 4at. 1t 1t is to have aUf0ha1lce of be1.Jlg enaoted 
during the OlU"rellt 88$1108. of 00Ill&re.8. 

We are all oonf$.deD;t that' 70U 11111 reoogrdae the vgenoy 
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of th1s matter aDd that IOu will take whatever step. are nece8sary 
to launch the .propCB ad bill tOlllsru it. enaotment into law. Mr. Seymour 
Rubin, ~aahtngton oOunSel for the American Jewish Committee, hasb.en 
conferring with Senators lennings 8.l.Id Javite on the bill. SiDee· he is 
nel11" a. hand and 18 in Ml cOIDud of all of the faots. pertaining to the 
proposed bill~ I have aated hiB to keep 1n touch with your office and to 
supply you witcl all the illformation on the measure in which you may be 
interested. 

Mr. Randolph Bohrer .0&lled at our ofttee several weeka ago a,nd 
askedmetoeriend his wa.rm.est regards to you. 

Sinoerely. 

," 

ABBlst Abrahaa S. Byman 
Speoial COW18el to 
Aqarican Jewiah Congress 

;'7 ,,":- .., 
'lJ. i ',I .~\! ,~,( ',;' ,. 



SoMtor ~..,ere" K. 01rklea 
United gtatos U&~te 
Washington. ;J). C. 

Dear Senator DiF_fUll 

. .Punu.ut to rq telephoae 041l\'eI"Bat..i.on 'With ~ou.r "t. 
tice thia m.oa-n~. J. Ul enclosing ano'th.er ooPY or tiM b1l1 which . 
.the k:ierio$ll. Jewish CO~rEl.8 and the ot'hermajor ""uh (Wit-,a
t.lo118 i.a tNt timtoG 6t&t&8 are intereated in having you 1atr9duae 
to i.nQJl~ P.l.. 626, &3d Ool'lghS8,. !ieoaud 80s.ion. I ... sure . 
you ,w111 be intftre&'ted·1n learn1Di thii.tGol. 7ownsen4 fit the Otfice 
of AUen l"rop9n7. hU advioed. Senator Javlte that the atl'ice of 
A11.~ ProjiWty was p"p~ed to giv~ ita .up~OJ""t to the, prQPosedm.a-' 
sure. Mr. L>tevellO In.forwB methalo you baVo Dot heard. f',. Col. T01llUJell4 
IlJino. Fe'bJ"U6l"y 16th 'W.lleD hfiiukaowledie41!. your letter oi' Febl'Wl.I'y 6th:. 
In view of Col. T~tmd'l1 g,f'fil"mati:ve at.'t1tW1e t.owardsthe pl"opOle4 
bill, I take 1iAe U.'bfirty ot Guue.t~ 'that, .. call &:1;.001. 1'O"IIRlsendt • 

o!'fl<1i1i m1ih'b prQQuc. a reply '\I':fh1ch would eneoW"Q.&_ you to lJrooeed with 
the ,1utroductiub 01' ~h. bill. 

SeaatorLarage r" betore he loeoMIB 111•. and Senators 
Jant. fUld~ ,':\ave exp~es6e4 an intererrt. $A beOomiQt1; oo-swn8~re 
on this _UW"fI.' lou will· reoall. 'that. wbeD. t laa't; 8n, you in. Wuh'!'\' 
i~to." you ·1oQJ.~t.e4 that yQU bad. BOt IU ·)"w mode up )'0\11" udncl .hetber 
to int.roQuqe the bill e.louo or whetneJ' ,to join u 9. Co-BpOU8or. Ualess 
you haVtI 8t.I"O",oonviotioue tu tile oontr/wy" _ oho\lld. like ve"'1 JD.\lOh 
to lui".., you join ienatore ll~~.. alJ.d Jav1ta as a oo-ep0n8or. 'Asq 
4eoision you reach 'Witl1reaptlot. to this mattsr will" 1 &.8B,\;&I'. ),0". 'be 
.atisfaotol7 wit.h ,tiw Jewish Ol·g~Ii&at1iJns1atereat.ed in this p,roblem• 

iiu hav'fj been advised ths:!; tbe fira'" part 0" April the,.,;. 
\'Iill b~ lww'..l.n&/iiI oa: b}.!-u. "luted to U~ dlil.llAi&s. return or enemy .
lete ~ eocnate ~. It \fou14 8"ra that the prop08e4 bill t'all1 
within tho omgory of the bl1l,e OIl whioh the hearin&- wl11 be held. 
In vlf1'W ot thle" it 18 ea.ential that the bill be introduoed at the 
earlieet posdbls date if it 18 to hA'n fIiJl'¥ oh4UlCfl of bei»& enute4 
during the current 80lB1OB of Oonr;,re8e. ' 

341G53 . \ 

http:Ol�g~Ii&at1iJns1atereat.ed
http:1oQJ.~t.e4
http:ano'th.er


of th1a utter &rut that pouw111 take whatever s1iepe are CS•••U)' 

to la\UlOh tbe propClled bUl towarie ita enao\me_ Urto 18. )0'. SeyBlOv 
Rubin, iiuh1DcteD oou.t.t.ael tor the ..r1oan Jewish Coa1tt... hu been 
conferr1n&'l!tlth SeJ1fltoJ'8 &mnlD11 an4 dav1ta OIl 'bbe tli.ll. Sinoe Ntis 
neal' & hand nD.d 10 ir). tull command ot 0.11 of the tafi)ta perta1n1ng to the 
proposed bill. I b~ asked him 'to keep ·iB touch with your office .&Dd to 
supply you wit.h all the information QJ'l the me_un in which yO\1 may be 
lDter.ested• 

. »r. Ru401ph l:tobreJ' oalled at OW" oft1.. ......8ra1 weeka&l@.o fUl4 . 
aske4 me to extend h1B~lIt regard. to you. 

Slneerely•. 

ASlhat Abraham s. Hym.aD 
Speoial Cowuel to 
Ameri~a». Je~18h COucre8Q 

J . •~.3 '11 b5311 \ ~ • •• : 

mailto:weeka&l@.o


EVERETT MtKINLEY DIRKSEN 

'

ILLINOIS 

WASHINGTON. D.C. ./ 

February 6, 1957 ' 

Mr. ,Abra.h8mS. ~ 
Speci8J.'·Counae1 to· 
American Jewish. Oongrells;',' 
15 EaSt 84th street 
New,York 28, ,·~York 

Dear Mr. Hyman: 

In response to'your 1etter of JanUary 28,. I shall be glSdt6 

BUbmittlie ,neW: proPosal. to the .appropriate. authorities, inc1ud1ng , 

the s:PecialcOmmittee of· the Judiciary cemiJdttee which ha8jtiris~ 

diction of all matters re1at~ng to, the Tradi~ Vith thE: .. Enemy Act. 


If and when yOu are Washiilgton, I shall. be glad to diSCuSs it with you. 

. , 
: 
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January 31, 1957 

Mr. Abraharn S. Hyman 
World Jewish,Congress 
15 East 84th Street 
New York 28, New York 

Dear Abe: 
, ! 

Re your letters to .'f:.J!.!!:Bi~_~<!,.J>J+.kseD.i
I've talked to Javits' .office, and he is O. K. 
I'll also talk to Hennmgs and, I hope. Neely 
or Kefauver. But please call them Democratic 
Senators -- not Democrat Senators.· That 
grates. 

Best regards. 

CC: Mr. Kagan 

341G55 
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8Sth Ceasrees . 
18t $e.ltoa 

... ££Z!i. 4'" '. 

To ...4 til•• "l'adma JIM tb.J:a.1IlJ 44:'•.a. amera........ to '1'0....... 

.for cel'ta." ,ayaaetdlt '.i" the ..eU., ... l'ehabUltatl.a of ...., 

Be it __te4 '-'7 tbe fJeaatem4 the Ho\\H of a"'..e.-tad... of 

. the '11otte4 ..... of Am.ri.ca ia~"....seamleel, 

.. nat ••c.tkm'ICAl.f~. Tradltal "'6th. lID",. Act. ". u "eaa8.. •• 
. i_the" alAo.,•• byad41ns at •• ~eatlU:.loD. "Fe.'e 

".,.••".,\4ea* or SUGh office:; as he ..,. 4••'pate i......nse4 

"" 
.aa 4bec:tecl ..._,. the· .umot·$~.6oo.ooo .. OOte o..._laatloDa d••i,-ated· 

. by the ......i4e•• pusw.t· tG .. p..vialoa••'thi. '•••aeetloa. ·".ovt••••. 

ft.a~ U:)., •.ell oJfS$lilaadoD pall have ltV. the aaauPee I'.,ulted 
, '. . . : , 

aacI (D) of ,ubsectloa Ca) (2.) :hereof. as well as·the aS8UI'aae.s.,n,utre4 
, , 

.. ' 

UD4el' 9ubparaarapbs tilt) aDd (tv) of tb.ls suDsection•. aDd that such o1rgudza.tlo11 
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t••~Ul.e4 .a a ••a,nflt ·c..t,~ .I'••b.tl_ .\•• 'dle __.isg of 

Ibla, •.•••CU8_ Ut) .-.elI ....__atlclm ..all , ........ to the ..."v••~t• 


• ' tb" Mt have be-. 'e.ipate4by the h.attl_t pus..... th18 ••baecUoa 

01', tf Ret pHvlouly 10 " ••'(Plate., .un. ~t1at.~ .... duo•• _",aI~1" 
. . . 

.... eft.cd" ,.... GiN. lel"~' 8fPly lot rnsch •••,pattoa ..b~,. ..... .. ,'~ 

of G.....ri•• 0' '~I'~' -t wlthiB .....,.of a p .. lol' ........... 


tl) '~8\UIl '""'"'.atecl ..... 4"............'_.doD••••. 

.. ·proportt..._ Jnwld~h •• piooCe.4$ ofP.l••• ',.,.I'" ........., • ...,.· 

pu..... ap....... w.&ch •• Vale.. It-.teaw•• " pl.,,,, 1», the 


JateJ'.."ftuileatai~",'''.fGl'l\''''........C...... 0 ......... 


••,eto•. 
" . . . . 

ft...............".,·.· iI..,,.,.,. o~ the p1U1JO'.' of thtll~tlU'•. 

....,. "'1M"•••• ",. paW. end of ••ll"'at••a .., .....~,. an.r 
.•."...tc, .~.·a.-.I'$". oWma of Valtee Stat•••_..... •• \Val' 

... tUabit.J'UD4~· Pa, if ,udl arn.O.t'~4DO' be • .,fteleat.,•• 01 ••Ia 

. ,.~••• ma., "'. 'eeetved by the Vatted States ..debythe '*..al 

....,,!!11k of 0 ..._, ..\leI' int.r~ a.a••emeat. betweea the \h:s.ttect 

Slatea _4 the F04eral a.,l,lhll.; of Gel'm",. i*elaUDI to ••ttle_etlt of 

,(latw.1' ecollOmtcal" ot.~tla.tf.o.i. . . 



!he 'bl11 to whioh '1118 .t.....' ,.ere,.8 propo••• 8D ...~ to 'he 

Trad1Bg Wtth the Ia..,. Act. 88 amended. the billie DeC.seary 1» oriel" 'b. 

_,aiD ~e o'bjeot1n. 8..t&bUllied aa Unit_ State. pollo" 'b)" I\lbl1o taw 626. 

Slid CQDgre.~, 2n4 Se.eiOD. 


Publio t. 626 had, 1D various _aced••, eOB&"...... "8U 88th.,Coa

sre.,' whl01'l p••ed. 1'. lJil"OIlf&b1partlaSD IUPPGrb. ..bI.oag BeJu_on wIlol1av~ la.. 

troc!uoti4 1811111*10D oalUaa tor ,pepeDt to ,b. made 1D t.etralt....,.t88to 

8\1P9'1"riDI vl,o.,1aa ot.ul ,,"~"'10. wen SeJudJorlfattt, lfaGrath, O'OoUoi'. 

Dt.l'kt..~ ......r ad Bemd.q.. Similar legi81aioD 011 tbe Bou•• tld. hal .~"'878 

be.. 1.I'~cbao" 'bJ rau:s.I .....r. 0lI both 81eles 0' th.Bou.e Iateme•• 

'J'orelp'-eom.l"Oe ~t..., - ' 

The various billa wblob eveDtuallr re8ult" 1. Publio La. 626prooee4ed 
OD 1Ihe tUBU•• thab rll'JR1" ••taUshed Amerlo8D polio, ..u 1Ihail '.11'1ea8 propen)'1J" to be aeec!. for the b••ttt otaurv1.'t'lD8 8114 Deed, persecut.ea. Bel..l ••• 
property ... ooas14erea to be the aa••", of persona ..ho were killed as a re."lt 
or peNsovUa 4uriDC the 'ed ",tmel'ild .. to 'Wh08. propen" ..,ber. "e..e DO 
kllcma hetl'8 01" olat.mal.t.t.. On the b,ui. of _pe1l"1cmoe 111 0e1"lllllll7 _ other 
oo_tri88, l' .u beUe'f'8d tha1l .......18,1 8JIOUD'h of helrless propeny eaieted, 
lD the Unlted 8t•••• GIld Ptablto Law~()•• 11 1D4hta1led 1n BoUie a."", , ' 
10. 24!£L••)" Ooagreso. 2_ 8easlon, _t""" to make SUGh belr1... pro,."y " 
avatlablAt tor ,the relicti ad nhabll1"attOll of n••d)' ,.1'880"'''' here t_'be 
VIlU;ed 8111It... 

,,' ....1... to 8117. flhe 1q1al.lol1 was 8urrouaded \Vi-th auaeroue .at.I\I~8: 


eaau~lli8' :1Ih. all suoh prope",. wou1.4b. ad:m1Dl",ered b,,,"oplle4 oharUuible 

, orgalltanioa. _loh "ere to be deeip&'ed br the PresideD liDd, Rloh _"'tic ," 

reDder l'eCUlar repons wl1,h respect ,to tlb.tl' admiaia-t••t.. of _h ~... 
tlle1m_ .....el".. Papct or administrative or 1.Cal _pen.e. oonneoted , 
with the flUag of ola1ma 01' the reoo"..,. of the hetrl... prope""."prohtltlted
UIl4 .. p" "be 1 ... ' . , .. ", .,~ 

",', .Inamec!tata~l" after 'bite enaotmm of Publ10 Law ~6. the Jewl.h Re.t't.~'1~ 
8U008S'801' Orlani.Mi. ttled .. appl10atlQn for de.lpatiOD iu the .uaoe'.ol" ' 
OPSaDl••toa _Uth rea,..' t. J.ahheirl••• proP"". rue waa the orl8D~la
'lon whioh had bee 4881~ed to handle the heirless propen" problem by1lbe 
Milltart Qove~ authort.,lea in ,the Amario8D Zane of Gel'll8llY 8D4 wh1Gh had 
a notabl. anef ,highly ettloieuta rsoord lathe adlB1rd,.tratlon 8114 dtaoharceof 
lta truail there. IeolJUS8 or the aomplieated Batura of the olaims p1"ooedure... 
well '.. 'he taot tlhat the",",~ )~!k~!!,hel..1e.a property ..81 known to be Jew1I1h, 
other o1"l8D1....1ou 41.1 Dot tile appUoatlO1ls tor suob dea1pa1JiOll, despite the 
taot that in the admiD18tratiOll of bel rless propert)' by the lnterpvermnental 
Oomm!ttee fer RefUge.8 au4 a"oo•••ororganiaatlon. tbe prooeeds, had b.en 41str1b
uted on a 90 peroent--10 peroeDt baais as between Jewtsh 8D4 non-Jewish pa","U'.ea. . ' ' 

, . 
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In Janualj of 195" P1"e.ident Ei8enhonl" d.esignated. the JRSO under 
Publio Law ~6. and the enormous task of oompiling information and tiline 
ola1ml then began. IntONation available to the JRSO was almo8t entirely 
limited to: suoh pubUo liat8 of namea of persona from whom propel1ly hed 
been vestea S8 we" tleued 'by the Offloe of AUa Property or other Mhor~ 
1tiel. Under liIuoh oiroumatanaee, it Wall infltVltable that thousands ot olai•• 
were tiled whioh in the end turned out to be insubstantial, even though the 
procedure UDder whioh they were fl1ed Wal one agreed upon between the JRSO 
and the appropriate governmental authoritie8 • 

.Additloaal problema which have arisen ooncern the tlOt that Publio 
Law 626 ia applioable on 17 to vested property, where.. lubatantial asaeta 
in the United States continue to be blooked rather th.... vested. Undoubted
ly properties ena15 whioh will even'ually eaoheat '0 'he GovernmeD.t and 88 
to whioh olaims (lould n~ be filed because of laak of knowledge. Aa to 
thou8an48 .of 0 laima. there eXiatQ acme int1lnation or indioation in the 
reGONS of an ex18ting heir or po8sible olaimant, but without any real lmow-· 
ledge as to whether the olei. for the return of suoh property .nl ever be 
auooeeatully prosecuted.. To turther eomplione the 188ue and to add to ita 

. magnitude, there is the faot that 'here exist in the United State., vested 
or blooked by the Offioe of Alien Property, laree 80-oalled omalbua aaoounta 
in whioh. there i8 UD.d.oubteclly a lubatantial perseoutee intereat. These are 
&Doounts held in the name of a toreign bank, generally a Swiss bank, &I to 
whiob the nemeof the benefioial owner or owners ls not known. 

The reaulta of theae taots bay been both an enonno"s admlnilltrative 

burden and a oompletely unoertain future with respect to the real objective 

of Pub110 Law 626 - tbat 1&, to make avai lable a re lat!vely amall sum tor 

the need. otaurvtv1n& persecutee. who are here in the United State.. As 

polnt8d out above, the oomplexity of the prooedure made neaeleary by the 

Aetbu been suah 88 effeotively to pre"ent non-Jewish org8lllzati.on8 trom 

asking for dea1gJUJtiOll or from. filing olaiJD8. Suoh organhationa, in laot, 

would b. even more greatly handioapped by lack of intormation than h the 

Jewish organization which haa been deSignated by PresideDtEiaenbower. 


The bill whloh 11 beill8 introduced. now proposes a just remedy tor 
these ditfioulties c4 an effloi6llt meane, withoU'b interminable administra
tive dlffioultie., at atta1nl.ng the objeotlvea of Pt.abl1o Law 626. 115 1a 
olear that whatever returns would have been made under Publio Law 626 would, 

. to the extent 01' suoh retturna, dimlnllh the funds availa'bla to the Offioe of 
Alien Property tor p~t into the ·iiar Claims Fund. For this reBloD, . indeed, 
the 11mit of.03 millioD. 'Was impoaed upon the total amount of such returne, 
deapite llUIII.sroUIJ legal and ad.mhi1atrative 41fflou.ltl•• whioh would have 
arieen had olaiml In exoes8 otthat Ul'd:t been adjwiioated. What 18 now pro
posed i8 to abort-out the elaborate, oostly and lDeftiol_ method ot prooeect
1.ng by individual olaims and to provide tor a lUlip-:aU!l1 p-.vment of t) mill101l 
the amount mentlO1'.led in Publio Law 626 - ou.t 01' .urpluaes~eXisting 1n the War 
Claims Fund, or out ot 'amount. received pursusnt to polt-war agreements with 
the Federal aepub110 ot Germany. 

.. " . 
, 	 'J . 

t,. '. 
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Thh prooedure wi 11, for the first time, ensure that the intendeel 
beneficiaries will receive some relief in the re&sonablynear future. It ... 
will eliminate .adleu administrative oosts whioh must be borne by oharitable 
organisations out of other .fuDda, and the substantial administrative burden 
on agencies of tho United Statel Government. EquaU:y important perhaps is 
the t80t that the lump-SUM approaoh will for the firlt time make it possible 
tor all persecutee' - Nga.rdle.. 01' whether persecution W&8 baaed on raoa.· 
religion or politieal hoUefs - to reoeive an equitable ahare ot such funds. 
The 'bill thus proposes that the d1atribution formula already approved· by the 
United States and applied purauailt to international qreemeuta by the Inter
governmental Committee on Retu&eea and succelBor organil&tioWl, Will be ap
pUoable to the f'unda to b. made available under the present blll. A Jn18h 
8ucoe88or organization has already been designated, as above stated, by 
President Eisenhower. 'fhe bill, however, provide. for applioations to be 
raoe1:9'ed tor a period of three months atter enactment of the bUl by orgGD
isatioJls whioh c&naot on behalf ot non-Jewlah pers80uteea who meet the other 
requirements of bel~ in the United States and being in need. 

It should be mentioned in this oonneotion that &Dtion very similar 
to that proposed by the bill has already been taken in Great Britaib.· There, 
too, t.he problem of return ot heirless property W&8 oonsidered. and alter 
tull oousiderationthe Brithh authorities decided - aI 1t now ••ems V'ery . 
Intell1g81'1tly - that the method of filing individual claims, of holding hear
inls on thes.e olaima, etc., was in the oiroumatanoes neither nee.nary Bar. 
justified. The Brithh Government, therefore, has announoed that the SUIl 

of It 7!)O,OOO will be made available to viotima of Nazi pG..s eo ut lon, and haa 
thue avoided the pitfalls of a laborious and essentially unproduotive pro
oMure baaed upon. inc1ividllal claims. Clearly, what the Brithh goven:uuent 
teels able to do, e"98!l in the Us" of the 8ubatautially Imaller 8mO\Ult ot 
88sets available to it 1n the equivalent 01' ita warola1ms f'mld, the United 
Statel oan aspire 'bobetter. 

In summary, 8 bill providing for a lUIDP-lum payment to approved ad 
designated orgsnhabion. 01' 1Ihe sum of iI,S millioD wUl ehon-out the 
elaborate maobi!'l6ry' of administration of thoUsands 01' indiVidu.al olaw 
and will, for the first time, provide a reasonable prospect ot funds being,. 
made avai lab Ie to needy pel1!seouteee. be they Cha1lhoUc. Prot••tant 01' 
Jewieh, Who are i~ the United States and who have waite4 tor marty years 
tor such meager recognition ot their needa. In eliminating the dleorimina
tiOD 'Whiob resulted trom the oomplex admil'.l.ietrative. diffioultie. betiieOll 
Jew!.a" andnon-Jewieh persecutee8, the bill also reoognilefJ the u.n.1.veraaUty 
of the humanitarian principles whi(!h are ombodied in Publio Law 626. 

34lC:99.- , 
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Mr. Kagan 
Dr. Hevesl 
Mr. Hyman 

August S0, 1956 

,The HoGerabl. 
AI1h\l1' G,. lUe'" 

, .' ' ~ '. . Heu•• 0' aep........tl.... 

WaltblilltonaS, D.' e. 
Deal' JWl'. '!UebU 

ThMllle for "",I' letl4ur of A\tI~8t as. l'e 411'attlllll of 
areylaed.'blU,oa held••• pl'o,.rty. 

I eltouW,lUt.te c..sult w\th ••me ot the oa... later
, ,.at.d,pel'...~.· ... dum do a draft. Sf 1 may. ,1 ..1I1d Uk. 

to ,\it It \Dto,~..1' "tI......tlm..la late h,..mba.. o!' bI 
, "" 'Getobe!', ... wJillch oqht b. plea.,. 01. time. Ma..,l.. In mlati , 

,,'.,. Gaul eia4 .... '.i.rm ,rob1ems. theugh. I think U would be 
':·:,:;'~w.to 'stari, matte" ....11\q early lft tile U. 8eD".tOa. 

• ':: ~t~ • : :' • ',,", .~' "'" • , •• ", , 

,J <', ::':~;;'-.' ': , ' 

", "': ',:, ",.,.,maa, tbaJaks boUl .., y.... u.4 to ,..,,!' exhemel, ' 
" , ,'.utlpil31 .tafl~ .. ,,' 

B••t l'egar4•• 

" ;:' 
•• ",j 
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Cable Address: ]OlNTDlSCO LExingtOll 1·5:.WO 


Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 
270 MADISON AVENUE 

Ntw York 16, N. Y. 

===
.MOVED 1'0 


3 EAST 54th ST. 

NEW YORI< 22, .N. Y,
Il_,.., '·6600 

. 

~fO : 
Mr~~_loe Do..,.t.a 

~. P'o"tn)- GolDat... 

h. ~DtJ .....,. 

ftr. A... .,.. 

Ml' .. Mo••• LeaYl" 

.~. ~ah Jlleblaeon 

Nr. S.yau J ,a.M. 


1h1••Ul 00.,11'& 'h.' w@ "hall meet 01\ Se'ptembeJ" 11 ... &<It 4'')0 
:r .~l~ ••,tIlls otfic@ ttl "eY1_ \he."'_ of the JiliO clatma ._1" P1IbUo :r... 
Ha'. emdfuf't.he? v'epa \be' .uld .... ,.~ 1n Impl.,.D1i4ilUOD of ri\d'hlJt 
Settl__' o.JAl. effone. 

J M'9. 'R1l1e.Utel11 \0 J'O'G ••W ct~. ttlpo.·s 1.".1' to Coa,p88"11& 
XlfJs.a wtd.ell 0$",,,1.8 la. ttl!! elosll1, paJ'~~pb at l~lt lit ......tina of a allilV 
awr;Jfe'tuh 'O~.H,8 a' l~ ... ~, ~ __\lnt of alii' t~bl1e I.- ~M~6 elfdN. 

~il~h n.ottieeof All. J''''~t7 t8 aent_ ... '0 wlthar_ 
m lull' ..lIeI" of claim.. In 'Me trer.meotlea 1 all &Ml.a'.. tor 701d' .eaq 
ref f)'I"OMfI! a 'hPY of ..,.~. 6. 1'" ..1,.t. of 2206 Jil$O cldtie. t>tr. 8uM.a. 
tlbe .me' wi_h. ftJo. ~D aM ,_ .'SQ'ld,ate•• vill ......... tho I~eol.fte pro'l.. In 
91 th(\rawal tit .1atH ua4el" ... "mo_ eat"pn"8 s."erth U tht!! aUllflIud 

ID\I:!1IO • 

tou will haft to f!4\!(':14...paD tbla ••'ve of a 'lil"1110 reply to the 
4JA!:f 4e.ad for.tle wUhd:ft.\f81. 

341863 

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS --- 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE • AGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATlON WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS • COUNCIL FOR mE 
PROTECTlON OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY BOARl) OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS CONSEIL 
REPRESENTATlF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE CENTRAL BRmSHF1JNI) • JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT 
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. • JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTlIUCTlON. INC. • INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN 

IN THE U. S. ZONE OF GERMANY • ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION 

OPf.RA'fING llGliN1·S·. 
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. • IEWISH CULTUJlAL JlECONSTJlUCTION, INC. 
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TO: 	 Paul V. Myron I Deputy Director 
Office of Alien Property 

FROM: 	 Arthur R. Schor 
Chief, Claims Section 

March 6, 1956 

JRSO Claims 

The following is an analysis Which covers 2,206 accounts, including 
almost all of the accounts over $500, against which JRSO has filed claims. 

1. ,73 	accounts against which there are direct conflicting 

2. 

3. 

I
I 

4. 

J 5. 

15a. 
/6.

/' 

/'
,,// 7. 

claims 	- $542,835.57. 


104 accounts against which there are indirect claims • 

$348,834.52. 


949 accounts 'where there are known heirs of the vestees 
$2,955,177.19. ' 


664 accoun~s where the vestee is alive - $3,706,293.31. 


346 accounts Where there is no information concerning 

vestee 	or heirs - $780,012.00. 


9 accounts where it appears JRSO may be successor 
$24,190.54. 


57 accounts where vestee is not Jewish - $238,83e~27. 


4 accounts where vestee is business enterprise - $11,501.63. 


/ 
/ The total amount in all of the ~bove 2,206 accounts is $8,607,629.03. 

This is more than 93 per cent of the total amount in the accounts which are'" 
being checked. Groups 5 and 5a1 listed above, which consist of 355 accounts, 
appear to be the only categories against which JRSO may be successful in 
eetablishingsuccession. The total amount in groups 5 and 5a is less than 
9'} per cent of the total amount in all the accounts which have been checked 
thus far. 

Based upon the above figures, it appears that the total amount in groups 
5 and 5a will probably be in the neighborhood of $865,000. Even if we 
accept'the.argument of JRSO th(:lt it is entitled to 50 per cent of the amount., 
it falls far short of the amount they are suggesting in the proposed 
,legislation. 
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M$MQ1\ANDUM 

August 	30. 1956 

TO:' 	 DI'. ' Heve ai 
01'. aObbtooD 
Ml'. Hyrnaa ' .. ; 

I bad lP"C!)PQeed to 4iscU08 the eilel_8M dratt with Saul and 

the ot:b:~1' Interested pe.. s •• Off. August 30. ltl view-althe faet that 

tIlfll meetID, WIl. cancelled lor the 30th. and lD anticipation of a 

. 'm~.tml dllrblsthe week of $eptelJ')ber 10. 1 am GJeadbag you the 
. .~ .' 

. . ;:. ", -',.' .' . . . 

l)loalt'la1tter to !til... Myron 

, , 

341GG5
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Draft 

MI'. Paul Myroa 
.Deputy 1)I••otGl' 

OUlce of Allea Pl'Op4!Irty 

Department 01 luallce 

Waahlas..,. as. D. c. 


, ' ' 

I ..el... ala. to OV cOllversatlOlhot Aup8t 20, 19'6, IIllAl'inl , 


whiCh we dlsc•••eG pOssible withdrawal of coiotam claims lUed. with 


. '. . 

the Offlee" AU•• Pl'Opel'ty by the Jawl.1t ;aelltt~tloa Succe••ot Oi'laDi

.:adon. 'lit this cmmeetioa. ,I ..elel' to tbe memel'Ul4um date. Marcia 6, " 
'. ' . 

'1951>. adtl..e.8~d.;~'MI'. Schor to you.. OD the' aujeet of 11\50 claim•• 
. ,t., . " . 

acopy 01 wIlid ..a.ldadl., tv:rlliehe" to the Ja$O.~ 

,The Uettaa cOIl'alaed 1ft tile 1'81e...ee m.'I'I'I....clum. wou14 appeu' 
. ' :. . .. 

, , ' 

'tOlad~ate that cmly til. aceoUflt••lucle4 la cate,ol'l•• 15 aa4 J (a) are 
. -", , . '.". " . 

1~:'1~4.'~C01Jld'to which the IRSO mllht have a valid claim under the' 
. '., . '., .'. . ','. . 

'.' ~ ". . . . 

",ill a ••• catelol'lealllf.y eODcelvably be &Cco_es ta widell the laso may 


, ia l&et,ht,lvo a "laUd claim. For example. ,it i. aot 'DeeDeetvabl~ that In 

. . . . 

c••tala 01 the aceOGts melWie. In cateso",' .. - which ill lactcl••tally the 
. .' . 

, ." . 

.i,uri." catel0I'Y by INBlDel' of &eeoa'. lavelved. .. • hebe of a ,el'secutee... 

?est8~,~"lrl fact Dot IU.clalm... may turn out upon the fUlaa of claim. 
. ...""...~~:-:---~~' 

OJ' 'utileI' brvestllattoa t,o be putative but not real heirs, '01' may themselves 
, ' 

'efoad.·l\ot to uve bee. alive a8 of thoedate of the fUlnl·of the JRSO claim 

01' other .ppl'opl'lateclate \meier the statute. Sbnila!'ly, it Ie my u.adeJ'etaad
'. " 

'. blathat I. category., the lnfei'maticm. whlle t~ latest avallahle to the 


Offlee
341G66 



OUice of Alien Pl'opel"ty. may Dot in lad 'be entil'ely up to 


date. 

'. ,'. . '. . 

. HavlDl ·iIl ~d tile .mltd.t".ttye .eabtabUtty { .. om the pomt 

of view of the Offlee. of AU•• hOperty ot dl.po.tng of tile,. claim. 

PI'ornptly ..., to the eldea' pes.lhle, t.a hl'oacl cab.orle8, witll 8. 

Gltnimun of a4mbllatradve tacoav••leace, _d bylal la mlad the. 

late...... of the laSOar.t.t.l the, apl:t:'. of tile atamt. thataaeeee be preserved . , . 

t... charitable PUl'pOM$ If they are avallable. it'" lI\y $UI18stioa, .whlch· 

1'-. afte.. (:...tJltaUoa with tlle Ja8O, that the foncwinl,..ceedu.. e 

.. : (category 1), utloa be tab. by til. Office of Allea Prqpel'ty la aceordaDce. 



-3

! belleve ~at this will take eate of the vaet bWk of the claims 

with which we ,}iLJ~e,:.~oacel'ft.cl. aDd I tN.t that tht. aet\OD oath. put of 

the saso wUl .Qed". &ad. allslet in a fab anti fwl seW.meat 100kiDI 

mwud lmplemelltati_ of the objectives of PUbUc Law 626. 

/.. 

AQlust as. 1956 . 

341G6fj 
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Ca~le Address: )OlNIDlSCO l.Exington 2-52UO 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 
270 MADISON AVENUE 

New York 16, N. Y. 

August 24 t 1956 

Mr. Abraham HymanTo. 

Fronll Saul X.egan 

I am enc105iXlga 'letter from Mr. paul V. Myron, Deputy 
{}irectcr of the Office of Alien PropertJ, to Congressman nEiin 
on the subject of 8 possible lump-sum settlelf.erit of JRSO'e 
c1eims under Publio Law 626. lbelie'ftl that 1t will be _<le,ss8.l7 
for us tc get together1n the very near fUture to decide whether 
we shouldmOd1f'your appt'Osch and press for legislation which 
woulQ provide 8 speoifio payment to the JRSOon aocount of 
heirless Jewish propert)' v1thout it being tied to 91f1Bpeoltic 
claims. Preparation, in tllatdlreetion "Ul haft to start soon 
after Labor Day. Wearestd'e in assuming that, most of the key
people 1n Congress, llbose help, we will require, will be returning 
after November. 

1 will be in touoh with you conoerning a convenient 

date for a meeting on this subjeot. 


Sincerely yours, 

SKUl'IO 
enc. 

341GGD 


----MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE • 
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INT

AGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD OR 
ERESTS OF JEWS FROM GE~~NIZATION 

---  ...-,-0.----.----.-.----.----- 
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS • COUNCIL FOR THE 

REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE CENTRAL BRITlSHFUND Y • BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS • CONSEIL 
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. • JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTIO • JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT 

IN THE U. S ZONE OF GERMANY N, INCA·N' INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN 
• • GLO·JEWISH ASSOCIATION 

.... ,-_........... OPERATING ..4GfN·rs .._.... .. . 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC·.~· .. J~~;~I~~·ti~;~~~~··~~~~~~;~~~;;;;:·I~·~. 

http:le,ss8.l7


£2.f.! 
CONGRESS nIi' THl1: lJNJTEO STATES 

Heuse ,)! Representatives 
'Washington, D. C • 

.. 5eyJllQur J~R~b:1n, EsquiJte
lB)2, Jeffersbn Place, N. W. 

Wasb:S.Dgton6, D. C. 


Dear Mz'•. Rubin •. 

lenelosG herewith copy of:. a letter ·'eceived from 

PaulV. l\Yl'on, Depdy Directory of the Office of· A.lien· Property 

in "ply to ./V letteref July II addreisseci to D8.1la.e S. TOlmsend. 

1 wou.ld ~ppreoia.te 70ur COlUl'Bellts J if any. 
,

With kind regards, I am . \ 

Sincerely~ours, 

/ sl Arthur ~. Klein 
Anhur G. Kl.ein 

. Member ot Congress 

AOK,em/af 
Encl. 

http:ppreoia.te


o 0 p y
- - -- August 10, 1956 


Honorable Arthur G. Klein 

House of Representatives 

Washington, D. C.· 


Dear Congressman Kleina 

In the absence pi Col. Townsend, I am replying to your letter of July 1l,,19S6,with 
regard to t.heb&~,~u.s property claims ~Ued with this Office by the Jewish Restitu
tion SuccessOr Organization (JRSO). I very muoh reget the delay in respol'lding . to 
yourlet'teJ!.it.nas .been occasioned by our attempt to obt.a1n data on vhich to base 
an estimate·of the amount of funds which JRSO will obtain under the provisions .of 
Public Law .626, 8jd Oongress" . . .. . 

· The leg1sla~lv. biet~~f Public Law 626 beg1newith a bill generally.~ing
its provisiolis· .(S.216la.)'Whi.Qh passed tbe Senate in the 8Ot.hCongr'e88.'J!~t bill· 
cofttaiaeclno i 1illd:tatiob 0lII t.be. amount. of Fei;ums o.t heirless lUlSets which oould .. 
he made under!t•. prOVis$1clUh. A s:imilal" bill (8. 603) passed the Seiiate 1n the . ' 
Glst OongJoess•. the committe. repOrt which rec~ed. its passage stated that 
there was no Willite ·1nformation as to the atlQUt'lt of vested property1lhicb:1tOUld 
be attected but el$t1mated tbat1twould nmge !)etween$$OO,OOO and $2,000,,006. 
The House Oommitteeol'llnterstate and J'Qreign C01llll8rce reported S. 6O).£avorab1y 
nth an ~ :U.m.i:t.dng .the amount of retUI'DS to .3,000,000. In· the 82d 
Congress a bill. (8. 17li8)coatainblg the ~U,OOO.tOOO lJ.m1tatlcm was repOrted to the 
Senate but was not. acted· upon. S. 2Jao,53d COngnss(wh.lch became P.L~626) . 
was paseed by the senate without the $3,000,000 limit. That figure vas. again 
added by tbe' HouseComm.tttee (Xl Interstate and Foretgn Commerce and was accepted 
by both hou~es of Congress. . 

At no time. durfrig··t.he oonsiderat1onof the ·Various measures. described ~ve did 

there appear 6ny dfd'ii1111.8 iD.format1on in regard. to the amount. of vested property 

which might prove to be heirless.. FurthermOre, there .appears to be no basis fO!' 

the use of a $3,000,000 figureothe:r- than the ,fact that it was deemed ~ 

question to be 1n~essof the amount· of .heirless vested prope~. "" .. 


After the enactwmtof anamendme.nt· to .the Trading 'Withthe En6117 4011. .in 1946 
· authorising the .return of vested as.sets to persecutees of the. Nazi. regime despite 
their technical .eneJl\Y status, this Offieetook great pains to 8110idvesting the 
preperty of such persons•. As a, result, it has always 1?een apparent to thieOffice 
that the amount of Pl'9J)erty subjeot to the provisions othelr1ss8 assets legisla
tion 'WOuld be quite small•. This OffiCe has so informed representatives of JRSO. 
from time to time beginning with.the ep~liestd1scUS8ionslQokingto'thedesigna
tion of J.1i8O as a suoceasor orgaru..zation af'tel' the enact.ment .ofPublic .Law 626. 

Originally JRSO fUed a toW of approximately 7,000 claw with this Oftice. 

Subsequently that organisation filed a list of those of the olaims whiCh it 

aSserted to be within. the non-adverse or non-conf1ict:ing category. ·This list, 

as modUieds11ght.ly, contained only 4,137 names. This Office has made a careful 

survey of i ts fU~s vith respect to these particular claims. As a resu1t of this 

survey it was determined that in only 1$ cases did it afl1rmative~ appear that 

JRSO·s claims might be allowable. In anotber19) cases there was no information 

concerning the person whose property was vested or his heirs. In all but these 


· two categories of 606 cases, favorable action on Jtk~'s claims appears to be com
pletely ruled out... The 80B cases involve assets worth 8.I)proximately' $866,000.., . 

~" ' ~ 

341871 
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This Office has referred ~le list of BoB cases to its Overseas Section in Germany with 
instructions to attempt to detannine whether the preveeting owners are alive and if 
not whether (i) they were persElcutees, and (2) they left heUs. In 407 of the cases :~: 
the last lmown address on our ,records iein West German territOry. The oVerseas 
Section transmitted the names of theseI~07 cases tothSIntel-national Tracing Service 
in Germany wbichhB.s fairly oomplete r,ecorde on 'persons tmoy.i~e inconoentration 
camps. That organization was able to make tentative identifications in only 35 of 
the cases. In tw6ot. these 35 cases the identifications are fairly positive, in, 
five others, possible, ,~ in the remain1ng26 even less certain. 

In anotheri3~ftheC$.8ee the last knolmaddress is in Berlin. An investigator 
of the Overseas Sect-ion in that oity bas identified 12 ot the 33 vestees as 'being 
allvs.' He NUS located the heirs of nine deceased veetees. He has found a Nazi ' 
party membership record for another of the vesteeeand has learned that s~ill Mother 
lett GermanyJor Guat.emalabef'ore World War II. His' inveniption 1Jlanother, case 
baa developed no ,information. He is continuing his investigations in theremainirig 
nine eases. ,I M1ght:a&!l thatei.mi.4r investigations will be made as rapidly as 
possible by the OveraEiEUI ,Section in t.he above mentioned 4CJ1 oases with West German 
addresses.' " ' 

It is obvious ~~.'~ the data already obtained in Germany that only a handful of the 

JRSO cla1m5 under Public ,Law 626 will ultimately prove allowabl.e and that only a 

relativelY insignificant amo\Ultof money will be payable to that organization. 

Accordingly~ youwiUappreclate the fact that this Office cannot, by any ,administrat,ive 

determination whlcp .16 based on available 8videnee,make, a "'substantial payment" ' 

of the nature indiea~ in ,the first of the two questions set forth in your letter. 


In response' t9 your eeco.nd question, please be advised that a transfer to JRBO ot 

17S0,000 would seem to be a ma.twr of policy for the Oongress to consider,. This 

Office would have no objection to legislation providing for the payment of this sum 

if it were n"t related to seotion 32 of the Trad:ing'l'11th the Enel'l\Y ,Aot and tied to 

the assets of speoific vestees, as is the case with Public Law 626. In this 

connection you may wish to consjder tbe \Jar, Claims Fund as a sourc!e for the fund£ 

to f:1.nancEi ,~h a payment. 


Sincerely yours, 

Paul V. MYron 
Deputy Director 
Office of Alien Property 

I 

'! 

I
'I 
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·'MI'.Sli.alltal-.. : 
lewtSfh ft..ti...,. ..ce....I'O••'••tte. 
'~..'t5...l"Ntt . 
.K.w Y.~k 81 • .Me.~Ynl1k 

, , ," " . , ", '.' ' 

cio.3'tbi~a:tt" .f2;~QtZ.M. with .Myna ._ . 

$;hoJ'. '•.1,uc:Io_ .......... a cOpy $(.• 

. ' . :' : '" ," .,",'

,".I>O'sed' letter. )4ty':WQll' al-. tIte liae. of 

·~.¢_"e;r8...,...W:e ......... tbl.8whq 


C(~,: ~•. ~.jl' 
lb'"l'tolilbl•••..~ 
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1.. 

84TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION .. s. 3707 IAA~~o/~ 

--0) 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STA 

APRIL 23 (legislative day, APRIL 9)', 1956 

to the Cornmittee on the Judiciary 

A BILL· 


u.~ 
~'\ll~l · ~ . 

., ./Y3 .~ Q)JJ: 

·~~r:
~,rt' . ~ 

h~·< ~.To amend the Trading With the Enemy Act, as am";Jed • 

and the' War Olaims Act of 1948, as amended.' ./' , 
, ~ 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent Jr _.J1l 
. 2 fives of the United Statesof America in G ongress assembled,rr" ,,/\ 

3 That secti~n 39 of the Trading With the Enemy Act;a,~ ~rl . ... j. 
. 4 amended, IS amended to read as follows: C" " " " " " ~ 

5 ." "SEC, 39, N o,property ,or interest therein of Ge~nYG ~i 
6 Japan, or any natIOnal of eIther such country vested III orY;' ~ 

7 transferred to any officer or' agency of the Government at X 

8 . a~y time ~ter December 17: 1941, purSUailt to the provi- ~,_ /1-" 
9 SIOns of thIS Act, shall be returned to former owners thereof . .' ~ 

10 Or their successors ~ interest (and. the United Stat~,sh@? ." ' 

11 not . pay compensatIOn for any such· property. or. mtetes~ f '). . , 

1 . . '() 6>'f,:-,)- / " 
3417040~r~·· 
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1 therein), except· to the extent and in the manner provided . 

2 in sections 32, 40, and 42 of this Act. The net proceeds 

3 remaining upon ~he completion of the administration, liquida
. ", " . . " . .'. 

4 tion, and disposition ptlrsuanti~'the provisions of this Act 

of any such property or interest therein shall be covered 

6 into. the Treasury at the ,earliest practicable date. Nothing. 

7 in this section shall be construed to repeal or otherwise affect 
. . . 	 . . 

8 . the operation of the Philippine Property Act of 1946." 

9 SEC. 2. The Trading With the Enemy Act, as amended, 

is further amended by addiIig the- following sections: 

. 11 "SEC. 40. (a ) If the Attorney General shall determine 
~ - . - . 

12 that any vested p~~p~rty \'Vhich has not been returned, dis

13 bursed in payment of debt claims, or otherwise disposed' of 

14 under this.Act,except

" ( 1) securities, or the net proceeds thereof, or the 

16 	
. . 

debts or othel' 'obligations evidenced thereby, "\Vhich :ai'e' 

17 subject to return to the Government of the Netherlands 

18 . " or its nationals under the 1\'Iemorandum of Understand

19 ing . of January .19,' 1951, between the G()ye111ment 

of the United States and the Government 9f the.:Nether
... 

21 lands regarding claims by the Government of the N ether- . 

22 lands to l?oted securities; 


23 
 " (2) copyrights, claims of copyrights, rights to 

24 copyrights,rights tocopyrigbt renewals, and those rights' 

or interests arising out of pre vesting contracts entered 
. . 

" ..' \ '.', ' 
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1 into with i'espect to any of· the foregoing other HUlH 

2· 	 royalties or other income rec~ived by or acc111ed in 

3 f~vor of the Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney 

4 General under such contracts; 

" (3) prints of motion pictures; 

6 " (4) patents, unpatented inventions, rights or in

7 	 terests in patents and unpatented inventions, and those 

8 rights or interests arising out of prevesting contracts 

9 	 entered into with respect to patents and unpatented .in- . 

ventions other than royalties or other income received by 

11 · or accrued in favor of the Alien Property Custodian or 

12 the· Attorney General under such contracts; 

13 . . H (5) property which is .subject to transfer to . the' 

14 	 · Republic of the Philippines under the Philippine ,Prop

erty Act ofJ946, as amended; and 

Ie 
 . 	 " 


" (6) property which the Attorney General is obli

17 gated to release to a foreign government or governments' 

18 under agreement relating to the resolution of intercusto::' 

.19 dial confiictsinvolvmg enemy property heretofore entered 

into by the United States with a foreign governmentor 

21 governments pursuant to Public Law 857, Eighty-first 

22 Congress, and property which the Attorney General 

23 · has received or may be entitled to retain or to receive:.' 
,'" , . 

24 from a foreign government. or governments under' such" 

agreements. 

34170B 
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1 was' owned immediately prior to its vesting in or transfer 


. 2 to the Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney General 


3 by a' natural person, thEm such vested property shall' be 


4 returned as a matter of grace to such, natural person, or 


5 his legal representative (whether or' not' appointed by . a 


'I 
i 	 6 court in the United States), or to his successors in interest 

7 by' inheritance; devise, or bequest,' as their interests may 

8 . appear. Unless specifically provided to the contrary returns 

9 under this section shall be subject to the provisions of sub-. 

10" section (m ) hereot 

"'II' '.' H (b). Trademarks, trade names,. and. those rights or· 

12 interests arising out of contracts entered into with respect 

13 '. to trademarks or trade names other' than royalties or other 

14 'income received by or accrued in favor of the Alien Prop

15 erty Custodian or the Attorney General under· such con-. 

16 tracts shall be deemed to have no value for the purposes 
. 	 . 

.: 	17 of subsection (a) and subdivision 2 of subsection (my of 

18' this section. . Corporations, partnerships, associations, and 

19 other unincorporated bodies, or their. successors in interest, . 

20 .shall be eligible under this section for the return of trade

21 marks, trade names, and those rights or interests arising 
':r--	 .... 	 . 

o 22 out of contracts entered into with respect· to trademarks 
. i'

. 23 or trade names other than rovaltiesor other income received 
'" 

·24 . by or accrued in favor of th~ Alien Property Custodian or . 

25 the Attorney General under such contraCts: Provided, That 
...'" 	 . '. " 	 ',' 

' .. ' 	 t . ", 	 . 
~ l' \ ., , 



5 

1 no return shall be made of trademarks, trade names, or 

2 rights ,or interests arising out of contracts entered, into with 

3 respect to trademarks or trade names vested by the follow-:

4 jng vesting orders: Vesting Orders 284, as amended (7 

5 Fed. Reg. 9754; 9 Fed. Reg. 1038), 678 (8 Fed. Reg. ! 

i' 
6 3680),. 2354 (8 Fed. Reg., 14635), 4751 (10 Fed. Reg. 

, 

; 
! 

, 
! 


7 4273), 4819 (10 Fed. Reg. ~407), 5592 (11 Fed. Reg. 


S 1675), 5593 (11Fed.R~g. 1676), 18805 .(17 Fed. Reg. 


9 4364), and 18905 (17 Fed. Reg. 5745): Provided fur-:

10, ther, That in any case in which the owner prior to vesting 

11 . of a trademark, trade name, or rights or interests arising 

12 out, of ,a contract entered into with respect to, trademarks . 1 
·11 

. ;.13 or trade' names was a resident of or had its sole or primary; 
:, 

14 seat in an area of Germany now in the Soviet Zone of 

15 Occupation of Germany or in the Soviet sectofof Berlin 

16 or, in German territory, under provisional, Polish, or Soviet 

17 administration, return may be made to a person residing 

18, or having its sole or primary seat in the Federal Republic 

19 of Germany or in the western sectors of, Berlin upon cer

20 tification by a competent agency of the Federal Republic 
, '" , . 

21 of Germany that an equivalent trademark "or equivalent ' 

22 trade name has been registered for such person in the Fed-

23 eral Republic of Germany. The :return of trademarks under 

24 ,this or the next preceding subsection shall be subject to the ..j.... :~. ~ 

25 rights of licensees under licenses issued by the AlienProp.- "t:.':~ '. 
, " . 341708 
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,i erty Custodian or the Attorney Geneml in respect of such 

2 ' trademarks~ 

,3 ' (e)' Corporations, associations, and ot.her unincorporated 

4 bodies, whether public or private, determined by the Attor.:. 

5 " ney 'General to be "nonprofit organizations operated for" 
, ' 

6 ' charitable, religious, or educational purposes shall be eligible 

7 for the return of vested property under' this section, without 

8 regard to its va]ue. Returns to such organizations shall n~t 

9 be subject to retention orreeoveryby the Attorney General 

10 'of the amount of the administrative expenses provided for 

Ii "by subdivision (2) of subsection (m) hereof. 

12 ' , , . 'C( d)' Noreiurn ,of vested property shall be made 

13 ' pursuant to this section t~ 

14 ' , " (1)' any person who, or, \vhose predecessor ill 
. . . ' 

'15' interest, has made claim to such property, or' brought' 
. .. ' 

16 " snit foi- the return thereof, and who has entered into an 

17 agreement with the United States, the Alien Property 

18 'Custodian or the Attorney, General in settlement or 
19 corhpromise of such claim or suit; 

, 20 "(2) any natural person who on January 1, 1955,

21 or at'any time thereafter maintained his ,principal dwell-' 

22 ing place, or nny corporation, partnei-ship, association,' 

23' or other unincorporated body having its sole or primary' 
; . . 

;.24 seat,' in the Soviet Zone, of Occupation of Gelwany, in' 

.?l> the Soviet sector of Bedin, in German territory' under' , . , , . 



7 
, 

provisional Polish or Soviet administration; or in Albania, 
, . : 

Bulgaria, Communist China, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, 

Hungary, IJatvia, Lithuania, North Korea, Poland, 
I. 

Rumania, or the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
I 

or in any other nation or area which the Secretary of 

State tldvises the Attorney General is! dominated. or 

controlled by the foreign government or foreignorgani-
I . . . 

zation controlling the world Communist : movement ; or 

"(3) any person convicted of war c~es. 
, 

" ( e) Notwithstanding the provisions of s~bdivision (2;) 


of subsection (a) of this section, no return 'shall be made 

, 

under this section of any royalties 
'. 

or other income derived 
... I 

. ' 

from the property or interests vested by the following vest-. 


ingorders: Vesting Orders 128 (7Fed.Reg.:7578), 13111 


(14 Fed. Reg. 1730), 14349 (15 Fed. Reg. 1575 ), 17366 


(16 Fed. Reg. 2483), and 17952 (16 Fed'. Reg. 6162). 


Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary in subsection 


(a) of this section, no return shall be made 0'. any property; 

or interests vested by Vesting Order 17952 ,( 16 Fed~ Reg. 

20 6162) . 

21 "(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (4)· 

22 of subsection (a). of this section, no return ,shall be made 

,'1..,.,,'23 under this section of ( 1) • any royalties or other income ,'" 

}:",i:'r 
o.i~ •• " • 

24 received by or accrued in favor of the Alien Property 

25 Oustodian or the Attorney General as a result:. of the enforce- ('.I) 

341710 
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I, 

1 ment of vested rights or interests m patent licensing cori

2 tracts determined by either of them to be violative of, any 

3 antitrust laws of the Unied States, or (2) any royalties or 

4 other income received by or accrued in favor of the Alien 

5 Propert.y Custodian or the Attorney General arising out of 

,6 the use on or prior to December 31, 1945, of any patent 

701' unpatented invention. 

8 '" (g) If any person shall claim vested property under 

, 9 this section on the basis of ownership of' shares of stock or 
· ." 	 . . . , . 

,: 	 10 other beneficial interest ill a corporation, partnership, asso

11 • ciatioIl, or other unincorporated body which was or claimed 

12 "to be the owner of such property immediately prior to the I 
I13 vesting thereof, then such person, or his predeoossor in, in

14 terest, sliallbe deemed not to have been the owner of such 

15 'ptoperty prior to' vesting and he shall not receive' Ii return ' 

"16th~reof.' If any person, 'corporation, ,~ssociation, or othei· 

.;17 ',' entity shall claim an interest in vested property on the basis 

18; of ownership of shares of stock or other beneficial interest in 

19 'a corporation, partl1ership, association, or other entity which 

20 was or claimed to be the owner of such property immediately 

21 prior to the vesting thereof, and such person, corporation, 

22 'association, or other entity claiming such interest, in' com

,:::: 23 mon control with other enemy aliens, holds or has held' con- ' 
'1'-

;;: 24 trolling interest in any corporation organized under the 
'('\j 

,1 ;':" ,( .;,;25 Jaws of tbe United States, and which latter corporation has 
,~; I t~ '\ 
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1 heen . charged by the United' States. with any yiolation :of1 

.'2 the Federal: Antitl:ust Laws,. jurisdiction is . hereby conferred . 

. 3. npon the distIict cOUli.of the United States which has juris

4 dietiono,ier .the ,cQrporationsjnvolved,' 0.1' the Ullit,ed Stntes 

5 . Conrt . of., Claims, to hear and determine suits by United 

,,6 '" 8t8;te8, citizens, .corp()J;ations, orass(}ciations who clil·iJU:.to 

I 

.7. . have been damagedu$ a, result of such. alleged violations:bf 

.. .8. the Fe.deral anti,trust laws bY,snchalien controlled corpora.

. ,9 . tionS.,Qr,entities, providing such snits are filed w~thin one 

10, year 'after . the. passage of . this Act, without regax.d· toaily 

11 JlJ;e':'ions:appliQable limitations of such actions ; and such 

12 vested property of such. a corporation or entity or the 

I 
I 	 1~.; liquidatedproce.eds, dividends, or· other in,crement thereof 

14 shall,be set:aside ..and held in trust by the custodian there()f 

15 '. audso,rnuch t,hereof as:m~y .be necessary s.hal1 be applied ,to 

16 ,the . satisfaction and payment of any judgment awarded or 

17 .. entered by. the· said United States· district. court:?r the said 

18.' United States .. Court of Claims. 

19 ' <"(h) Except as otherwise provided. herein, mid except' 

20 to the extent that the AttOIney General may; otherwise deter~ 

21 mine, any person to whom return is made hereunder shall 

22 have allrigbts,privileges, and obligations in respect to the 

23 ' property' or. interest retnrned or the proceeds of which are 

24 " retumedwhich would have existed if the property or interest 

',8.3707-2 

341712 

, 
. ~ 

http:clil�iJU:.to
http:cOUli.of


10 


1 ' had not vested in the Alien Property Oustodianor the AttOr

2 ' ney General, but no cause ,of action shall accrue to" such 

3 person in' respect of any deduction or retention of any part of 

4 the property or interest or proceeds by the Alien Property 

5 " Oustodian or the Attorney Genentl for the purpose of paying 

,6 taxes, costs, or expenses in connection with such property or 

7 interest or proceeds : Provided,' That no person to whom a 

8 return is made pursuant to this section, nor the legal repre-:

9' seritative or successors in interest of such persoll, 'shall acquire 

10: or have any Claim or right of actio11 against the United States 
I 

I
11 . 'or any department, establishment, or ageIlCY thereof, or cor~ I 

12: 'poration owned thereby, or against any person authorized or 


131icerised by the United States, founded upon tlieretehtion, 


14 sale, or other disposition, or use, during the period it was 


15·vested in the Alieri Property Oustodian or the Attorney 


16;Gemmil,of the returned property, interest, or proceeds . 


.17.' AnJnotice 'to' the Attorney General in respect of any prop

18 erty or interest or proceeds shall constituteriotice to the ' 


19,' person to" whom such property or interest or proceeds ' is 


20 . returned and such person shall succeed to all burdens and 

21. obligations in respect of such property or interest or proceeds 


22 which accrued during the time of retention by the Alien 


23 Property Custodian or the Attorney General, but the period 


~_:L ,) duririg.'wmch the, property or int~rest ,or proceeds returned , 

")r' ," , 

, ,_l) , were vested in the Alien Property Oustodian or the Attorney 



1 General shall n.Ot be included fDr the purpDseof determining 

2 the applicatiDn .Of apy statute .Of limitatiDns tD the assertt.On 

· 3 .Of any rights by such persDn in respect .Of such prDperty' :.01' 

4" interest .Or prDceeds. 

5... ' ." (i)N<> return under this sectiDn shall bar theprDse~u

. '.6 ti.On.Of any suit at law .Or in. equity against a persDn t.O whom 

7, . return haS been made, t.O establish any right, : title, Dr interest 

' .. 8 . which may exist. Dr which may· have existed .at the time 

.. 9 ..Of .vesting in .Or, t.O the pr.Operty Dr '. interest:.Or pr.Oceedsre

,l~; t.urned,but n.O such suit may be pr.Osecuted. by anY.pers.On 

.11 ineligible . tD receive a return unqer thissectiDn.. Withre

~2, spect t.O anY,such suit, the peri.Od during which the pr.Operty' 

.13 Dr :interest. Dr: pr.Oceeds returned were vested in the Alien 

14 Pr.Operty,Oust.Odian Dr the Att.Orney General shaU. n.Ot .be 

· 15 included f.Or the purpDse .Of determining the applicati.On' 9f .' 

16 .any statute .Of limitations.. 


17 
 " (j) Every pers.On desiring t.O claimret\1.rncpursuant 

18.. t.O th,is sectiDnshaU file an.Otice .Of claim with the Att.Orney 

19 General within .One year frDm theenactmentherC?Df in such 

· 20 f'o~'lR and manner as may be prescribed by the Att.Orney 


21 
 General: Provided, however, That if, pri.Or t.O the enactment 


22 .Of this secti.On, a claimant has filed such a claim with the 


23 Att.Orney General.Or with the Office .Of Alien Pr.Operty{{)r 

-')"f/1 

,y 

24. with any: . legal . predecessDr Df·.either, . hD.additiDnal claitn ," ,1 

341714' 
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1 . need be filed herein unless a claimant· should desire to supple

, 2ment or amend such claim as previoilslyfiled; 

3 . '" (k)' N othirig in this section shall affect the' right df a 

4 claimant to pursue remedies under sections 9 (a), 32 or:34 

50fthis Act:, P.rovided, That rio'personcTaiiningvested prdp

6 erty under secti~ns 9. (a)' or: 32 may ieeeive. a return Imaer 

i ' .. 7·' this'· section unless' he files .a written . waiv'er, on behalFof 

Shimself, his heirs,arid successors, renouncihg his clairriunder 

':9 '. sections 9 (a) or 32 to 'the' amount retained or recovered by 

.. ;10 ..... theAtto~ey . General'· undersubsecti(}n( m)6f . thissecdoh .. 	 '! . 

i 
11 	.'The Attorney General§lIa.Il·make :no r~tiIrnlindertIiisskcti6n i 

i 

. . 

'12 .... 0£ .vested property" whichisine: subject· ofa. :~niitunder sectitin r 
i 

139(a) 01' of an administi~iitive cfaiiilliiider se·ctitm·9'{ar6r 

':14· section 32 to any . person othertha~ the' plaiiitiffiri sU6h 

.15sriit·or thE{clai:il1a.hr·in :suoh cla.ihl·unless andlmtilthesuit 

16 or claim has been finally dispds'ed ··:ot: 'adversely. ·to the 

: 17" . plaintiff or· claimant. 

'J8 " (1) :WithOtlt limitation by or upon' any other existing 

'~19pr(}vision ·of law with respect to the paynlent>of expen8~s, 

(20';tinres, or debt claims. by the· Attorney "General, . he shall 

'21 retain' or recover hom any vested . property returnable 

22 pursuant to this section-' . 

1:J 23, " (1:) an a,mount not exceeding that expended or'r""'f 

1' 
 · 
.....-I 24 .' . 	 lliCurred for the .conservation,presetvation, orinaiTIte
~ 

cY? 25 . nance of such property, 
,~, "" 

; .. 
i., 

I. 
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1 ", (2) ,a.n amount covering expens~s of administr~

2 • ,tion" which amount shall be computed on apercentagp 

,3 ,.basisdeterminedI:,y the AttonleyGeneral and uniformly 

4 ,applicabl~ ,to, all such property" 

Jj , " (3), a, reserve ~ufficient, to insure, the :payment pf 

'6 taxes" in,' connection with ' such property, as provided fgr 
" " . , ' 

7, ,in Bection 36 ,of this Act, and 
::.. ., 

8' ""(4) a ~'es~rv~ ,sufficient to insure: the "payment ,()f 

9 ,'pending debt claims payable from 8uchpropel'ty:p1'O
., ': .. ,' ..' , 'd " " 

10 v'ided, That,if, the Attorney General h()lds additional 

11 property vested from" the, owner, immediately prior to' 

12 vesting under any specific vesting order, the amounts 

13, ,of sllch expenses and reserves shall, ,to the extent po~... 

14 " ,sible, be retained or recovered from sucl~. additional prior 
, , 

15 ' , ,vested property: Provided further, That the balance of 
. . . . '.. . 

16 ,: a reserve, remaining a,fter the payment. of taxes or debt 

, 17 , claims, shall become available for retunl under this 

18 ' section to the same extent as though it had never been 

19 'made a ,part of, such' reserve: And provided fwrther; 

, 20 That the persons entitled to the return of vested property 

21 under this section shall be permitted to pay, the amount 

22 ,of expenses or reserves' in lieu of the liquidation of such 

, 23 ',' property to provide funds therefor. 

il 

"' ~ , 
, .. 

, ' .. 
,.'/ ..' 
'~ I~ 

24" (m). Any vested property l~eturned pursuant to this 

SA 1 ~.f 6
'l.t"ll, , 

" 
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1 section shall be subject to 'any applicable restrictions imposed 

2 by regulations issued pursuant to section 5 (b) of this Act. 

3 " (n) Determinations of the Attorney General with 

4 respect to claims under this section, including the allowance 

5 or 'disallowance thereof, shall not be final' and shall be, subjectI 
I 

If·, 
6 to, judicial review as provided in section 1009' (a) of the 

I., 7 , Administrative Procedure Act and in the same manner as is 

11 '8 'specifically provided in section 210 hereof' with respect to 
9' decisions and award~ of the Foreign 'Claims' Settlemeht:.II 

" t 	
lIT: bo~ssiori. ' ; I 

11 "( 0 )As used in this section-' , 

I 
i 

, 12 ' ' " (1) 'Vested property' means property 'or interests 

',j 13 vested' in 'or transferred to, the AlienP~operty Custodian 

I M' ' · or the Attorney General pursuant to this Act 'after December 

15 : 17, 1941,' or the net' proceeds th~reof, fucluding, except, 

16 where specifically provided to,the contrary, dividends, inter;. 

',n ' 	 ' 
est, rent, royalties, or other income or accretions in respect 

18: of such property or interests ; and 

19 ~'(2')' 'Convicted oPwar crimes' means the entry ~f 

20,. judgment: against any person whohas:been convicted pe'r:" 

21'sonally and byname,hy such courts as may be designated 

,22f'by 	th~ Secretary of 'Stat~, of" murder' or ill treatment' ~r 

23 deportation for slave labor 'of pi'is6rier~" of war, political 
M,' ,

0PPOIlents, hostages, Or civilian population ,in occupied teril- ' 

,25 tories, or of murder or ill treatment of military or naval 
... '.' ~ ':" 

i 
f 

j 




, 1 persons, or of plunder or wanton destruction ~ithout justified 

2, military' necessity. 

3, "SEC. 41. (a) If the Attorriey General shall at any 

4 ' time .determine that the vested property, thenreinaining in 

'5, his hands will not be immediately 'available, or will prove 
, 

6, 'insufficient;, for the purpose of making returns, under section 


7 40 of this Act, he shall request the Secretary' of ,State 10 


8 ',obtain funds iIi the currency' of the ,Federal Republic of 


, 9 ,,'Germany, to be used to satisfy the claims under sectiow40{of 


10 persons in the Federal Republic and thewe~ternsectorsof 


j 
t 

11 Berlin,' which funds can be made. available pu~smmt to article 
: 

12 , IV ' of the agreerrientbetween the United States and theI 
I 
~ 

13. ~Federal ,Republic, dated, February 27" 1953, regarding the 
rr-. - ~ 

, 14 ,settlement of the obligation of the latter, to the United States 

15 for surplus property. The Secretary .of State shall as soon 

1,6" as' practicable thereafter" undertake, to. have' such currency 

17: ,'made available by· the Federal, Republic' and' the Attorney 
, 

18 General is hereby authorized to use ,suo1:t c~rrency: for the 

19 ':, ,satisfaction" of ,claims under, section 40 ,of persons in the 
, , 

20. "Federal Republic. and the western, sectors 'of:, Berlin without 

21 , aollar reimbursement from anyappropriation;'ailY provisions 

_... ,.,.22 , 'of law to thecontrarynotwithstandiIig., III such ,cases 'sati~'-
.•.!, !' • ~ 

'. ',~~ '-,'
23 ',' faction" of. ,claims shall be, made, ,by 'payrnent ihi the currency 

24 ,of. the Federal 'Republic ,at the' ~hen ,. pnwail~g rate of 

25 " exchange. 
'~ It 1 "':7"} ~ 
c 1,,_ ',.U 
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1 " (b) At such time subsequent toJanual'Y .1, ,1955, as 


2 the United States and Japan enter into an agreement. for 


. 3 . payment hy Japan for surplus property, received from the 


4 'UnitedStates, .the proceduresofsubsection(;a):of: this 


. 5. section are hereby authorized, to the extent necessary and 

'6 possible; for the purpose of making yen available to satisfy 

7 ,the claims' under section.400f persons in' J apart.: . 

'8 ·,"SEo~42.,(a) As used in this s'ecti6nthe; word 'copy- . 

';:9'Yrights' ,includes copyrights, claims of copyrights, :rights (to 

10 copyrights, and rights t.o copyright renewals. 

11" H (b) . All copyrights . vested in· the' Alien 'Property 

12 Custodian or the AttOlney General . under the provisions 

13 of this Act subsequent to December 17, .1941,which. have 
, 14 liot been retumedor otllerwise disposed' of under' this Act, . 

15 except copyrights' vested . by Vesting Orders 128 (7: lrea. 
16. R.eg.7578), 13111' (14 Fed.. Reg. 1730), 14349:. (15 

'," 17 Fed. Reg. 1575); 17366(J6 Fed;,R~g. 2483); and 17952 

18 (16 Fed. Reg. 6162), and copyrights vested with respect 

19 to the motion' picture listed last· in' exhibit . A of Yestitlg 
.'. .

20 Order 11803, as amended (13 Fed. Reg. 5167,; 15, Fed'. 

21 '. Reg. 1626), are hereby divested as .a matter of grace, ef~ 
<::7) 
,...-! ~2 fective the ninety-first day after the enactment of this section, r
,....; 
~ '23. and the persons· entitled thereto shall on that day succeed 
en 

,24 to the 'rights, privileges, and obligations arising out of such 

25" copyrights, subject, however, to

. ~ 
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" (1) the rights of licensees under· licenses Issued 

by the Alien Property Custodian or the i Attorney Gen

eral in respect of such copyright.s; and 

"(2) the rights of assignees under :assignments by 

the. Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney General 
. , I' 

of interests ill such licenses. 


The rights and interests remaining in the Attorney General 


under licenses issued by him or by the Alien Property Ous


todian in respect to copyrights divested hereunder are hereby . 


transferred, effective the day of divestment,: to the persons 


entitled to such copyrights:' Provided, That all unpaid 


. royalties· or other income accrued in favor of the Attorney 

General under such licenses prior to the day .. of divestment 

.shall be paid by the licensees to the Att0111~y General. 

" ( c) All rights or interests vested in the Alien Prop
.. 

erty Custodian or the Attorney General under the provisions 


of. this Act subsequent· to December 17, 1941, arising out 


of prevesting contracts entered into with respect to copy


rights,· except

. " (1) royalties or other income i'eceived by or 

accrued in favor of the Alien J~roperty Oustodian or 

the Attorney General under such contracts; 

"(2)· rights or interests which have been retu:rned· 


or otherwise disposed of under this Act; and· 


8.3707-3 


1 >, .... \" ...." 
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1 ' " (3) rights or interests vested by Vesting Orders 

2 ' 128 (7 Fed. Reg. 7578),13111 (14Fed. Reg. 1730), 

3 14349 (15 Fed. Reg. 1575) and 17366 (16 Fed. Reg. 

4' '2483), 

5 are hereby divested as a matter of grace, effective the ninety

6 first day after the enactment of this section, and the persons 

7 entitled to such rights or interests shall succeed thereto, 

8 subject to the right of the Attorney General to, collect and 

9. ,receive all linpaid royalties, or other income accrued in his 

10 favor under such prevesting,' contracts prior to the day of 

11 divestment: 

" (d) N otlling in this section shan be construed to trans..: 

fer to a person entitled to a copyright divested hereunder 

the right of the Att0l11ey General to sue for the infringement 

of such copyright durilig the period between (1) the vesting 

thereof or the vesting' of rights and interests' ina contraCt 

entei'ed into with respect thereto, and (2) the day o~ 

18 dive8tment. The right to sue for such infringement' shall 

19 'remain in the Attorney General. 

20 ,"SEC. 43. The Attorney General is hereby authorized 

21 to transfer to t4e Library of Oongress 'all prints of motion 

22 pictures vested'in or transferred'to the Alien Property Cus-· 

23 . todian'or,the Attorney General pursuant to this Act after 

24 Decembet17, 1941, except prints of motion pictures which 

.' 25 are the subject of suits or claims under section 9 (a) or 
'I: , 

, , , , 

341721 
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1 section 32 of this Act. The Library of Congress shall have 

2 complete discretion to retain such prints for ,its own purposes 

3 or to dispose of any of them in any manner it' deems' 

. 4 proper." 


. 5 SEC. 3. Public Law 626, Eighty-third Oongress, adding 


6 . section 32 (h) to the Trading With the; Enemy Act, as 

7 amended~ is amended by striking "section 32" wherever 

's it appears and inserting in lieu thereof "section 32 or 40". 

9 .. ' SEC_. 4. Section 9 (a) of the Trading With the Enemy . 

1 10· Act, a~, amended, is amended by striking out the period at 

I 11 the end thereof and inserting in lieu thereof a colon. and the 
I 

t 12 following: "Provided further, That, upon a determination 
! 

I 

13 made by the President.in time of war or du,ring any national 

14 . emergency declared by the President that: the interest and 

15 welfare of the United States require the sale of any prop

16 .erty or interest or 'any part thereof claimed, in any suit filed 
I 

17 under this subsection and pending on . or after the date of 
. . 

,. . I . 

18 . enactment of this proviso, the. Attorney ~eneral may sell 

19 such property or interest or part thereof, in conformity with 
I 

20 law. applicable to sales of property by him, at any tiIIle 
, 

21 . prior to the entry of final judgment in such suit. ·.N 0 such 

22 sale shaH be made until thirty days have; passed after the 

.23 publication' of notice in the Federal Register of the intimtion ~":l' " 

24. to sell... The proceeds of any such sale shall be deposited ",' 

.- ' 

25 in a;n account which is hereby established lin the Treasury 3417 ::! ~~ 

http:President.in
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1 and such proceeds are hereby appropriated to carry out, the 

2 ' purposes of this proviso and shall be held in trust by the 

3 Secretary of the' Treasury pending the entry of final judg

4 ment in such suit. Any recovery of any claimant in, any 

5 such suit in respect of the property or interest' or part there

6 of so sold shall be limited to the net proceeds of such sale; 

7 or, if more than' one claimant, then to each claimant's pro

S· portionate share of the net proceeds of such· sale, unless such , 
I 
I 

9 'claimant, within sixty days after receipt of notice of the 

I10 amount of the mit proceeds of sale, or, if more than' one .. 
I 
I 

I11 claimant, then notice of the amonnt of claimant's asserted 

12 proportionate share of the net proceeds of sale, serves upon i 
13 the Attorney General and files with the court an election' to 

'14: ',waive 'all claims to the net proceeds and to claim just com

.15 pensation' instead. If the' court finds that theclaiinant has 

16 established an intei'est, right,' or title in any' property' in 

'17 respect of which such an election has been served and filed, 

IS·it shall proceed to' determine the ,amount which will consti

19 'tute just' compensation for such interest, right, or title, and 

20' shall order payment to the' claimant of the amount so de~ 

21. termined. An order for the payment of, just compensation 

22 hereunder shall be a judgment against the United States . (Y) 
, C\,! 
1- 23 and shall be payable first from the net proceeds of the sale 
..-...t 

~ 24' in an amount not to exceed the amount the claimant would 
en 

: ,'" 

'. ;;' :;:...,25 have received had,he elected to accept.his,propottionaW part 



, 

1 of the net proceeds of the sale and the balance, if any; shall 
, , 

2 be payable in the same manner as are judgments in cases 

3 arising under section ,1346 of title 28,United States Code. 

"4 The Attorney General shall, immediately up~ri: the entrY'of 

5, final judgment; notify the Secretary of 'the ~reasuryof the 

, 6,. determination., by final judgment of the, claiin:ant'~ intel:est 
I " " _::' 

7 and right to the proportionate part of the net 'proceeds from 


,8. ,the sale,andthe final determination by judgment of the 


9 ' amount of just compensation in, the event the claimant has 

, I 

'10 . elected ":to recover just compensation for the interest in the 


11 property he claimed." 


12 SEC. 5. The War Olaims Act of 1948, f:l,s amended/'is 


13 further amended by inserting after 1 thereof, :thefolloWing:: 


14 ' , "TITLE i" ' 


15 SEC. 6. The word "Act", wherever it appears in 'title I 


16 in reference to the War Claims Act Of 1948, as amended, -is 


1'i amended to read "title". 


18 SEC, 7,; The War Olaims Act ,of 1948, as'amended, '.• is , 


19 further amended by adding at the end thereof = · 


20 "TITLE II 


21 HOERMAN CLAIMS FUND -.
, . 
, . 

22 "SEC~ 201. As used, in this title' the term' or terms-' .. " 

23 (a) 'Albania', 'Austria', 'Ozechoslovakia', 'Germany', H 

24 'Greece~; 'Poland', and 'Yugoslavia', 'when used in ' their .':'<_. 
, .; ';): . 

S.3707 4 3417'2';4 
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1 respective geograpbical senses, mean the territorial limits of 

2 . each such country in continental Europe as such limits existed 


30n December 1, 1937;. 


4 H (b) 'Commission' means the Foreign Claims Settle

5mellt Commission of theUnited States, established pursuant 


6 . to Reorganization Plan Numbered 1 of 1954 (68 Stat. 


7 1279). 


8 .•. "SEO. 202. (a) There is hereby created in the Treas

9 1lry of the United States a fund to be known as the German 


10 Claims Ftmd. The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 

11 and directed to cover into this fund all moneys heretofore 

12 paid to or hereafter payable to the United States as here

13· walter specified. 

14 " (b) . There shall be deducted from the German Claims 

15 .. Fund 5 per centum thereof as reimbursement to the Gov

16· ernment of the United States for the expenses incurred by 

17 the Commission and the Treasury Department in the admin

18 istration '. of this title. All amounts so deducted shall be 

19' >cover-ed into the Treasury to. the credit of miscellaneous 

20 . receipts. 

l:;) 
 21(\] . "SEC. 203. Th~CQmmission is authorized and directed 
1..... 
--; . 22 to receive and to. determine according to the provisions of 
.~ 

en 23 this title the validity and principal amount of all claims by 

24 citizens and/or nationals of the U nited.States for: 


..... '.. 25 

\i', " (a) Loss or dispossession or destruction of or damage 

. '; ,: ~, ",. ~ . t • 
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1 to property, real or personal, owned by citizens or nationals 

2 of the United States, or their legal predecessors in title, or 

3 in which such citizens or nationals had a beneficial or insur

4 able interest, and loss of income normally derived from such 
. . . I 

·5' property, which was located or situated !within the geo

,6 graphical boundaries of .Albania,.Aus~ria,!Czechoslovakia, 

7 .Germany, Greece, Poland or Yugoslavia,a~such boundaries 

.8 existed on December 1, 1937, provided such property dam

9 age claims arose: 

.10 "1. .As a direct consequence of milit~ry operations of 

f 11 war during the period beginning Septem~er 1, 1939, and 

12 ending l\fay 8, 1945, or of conduct casually connected' with 

13 the existence of such hostilities; or of special. measures 

. 14 directed against property during the war because of the 
. '. . . 

. . .' . 

15 enemy or alleged enemy character of t~e owner,' which 

16 property was owned,directly or indirectly~ by the claimant 

17 at the time of such loss, damage or destru~tion, or 

18 1'2. .As a consequence of confiscation, dispossession, lar

19 .ceny, or duress (with or without violence) by the forces 

20 .or authorities of Germany or its allies or by their individual 
, 

21 . members or by any individual national or : nationals of Ger

22 many or its allies (whether or not pursuant to orders) at 

23 any time after January 1, 1933; or 

24 "3. .As a consequence of nationalization (hereafter de

25 fined) of such property of citizens or nationals of the United . . . 
" . 

.' 

.' 

; ,;;.. ';" 
341~90
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" I'States; without actual and adequate compensation having 

..2.: been paid therefor to the owners of such property .. ~ . 

'.3, . "The sale, transfer, or assignment of such property sub

4 : sequent to such damage, loss, or destruction shall not operate 

ii 5· toextmguish any claim of the transferor otherwise compen-. 
Ii 
n 

III 	 6' sable under this subsection.. If a claim otherwise compen~ 
:1 

11 	

7 . 'sable under this subsection has been assignedJor value, the 

.• S'.assignee shall be the party entitled to file a claim under this' 

9 subsection. 

JO "Such claims shall be fully paid and compensated for 

11·, on a.replacement cost basis'as of the date ofaward orjudg:" 

12 ment therefor as the latter are hereinafter defined.' 

13 . " (b) The term'· 'citizens • or nationals of the United 

14., States' shall be deemed' to embrace: (1) . All persons who 

15' are presently underapplicable.law,as of the date of passage
:.; :~ 

o...~ 

16: of 'this la:w,'citizens 'Of. the United .Stater:s. or who, . though 

17 not citizens of the United States, owe permanent allegiance 

18 .to' the United·. States; (2) such'. term shall also be deemed . 

19 to signify and include a legal' 01' juridical person, organization, 

20. firm,. trust, association, or' corporation: Provided, That such 

21 Jegal or jUli.dical person was duly 'organized or incorporated 

22 . under the laws of the United States ·01' of· any State or 

23 Territory thereof, or under the laws of the District of Oolum

24 bia: And provided further, That natural citizens or nationals 

'25 of theUnite'd 'Statesas above defined possessed bona fide 
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1 beneficial ownership in excess of a 50 per ,centum jnterest 


2 therein in the aggregate both as of the date when said 


3 property losses or damages occurred and as of the date· of 


.. ' 4· passage of this Act .. 

5 " (c). The term 'nationalization' shall be. deemed to sig
. . 

.. 6 nify' any purported taking, seizure, or confiscation by pur

7 ported governmental decree or process, ~f any' property 


.8 which, at the date of its said taking, seizure, or confiscatiOil, 


9 was' the property of any citizen or nation{tl of theUn~tf~d 


10 . states as the latter are herein defined, an~. which was' or 


11 is located or situated within thegeographiCaJ. boundaries of 


12 Germany as they existed as of December 7, 19.41. 


13"(d) Any doubt as to the right off1 United States 


14 . citizen or national to compensation for property so' "lost, 


15 confiscated, dispossessed, nationalized, destr~yed, or damaged 


16. .shall .be resolved· in favor of the claimant :if such claimant 


17 can establish possession or bona fide legal or equitable title 

f 

18 ... thereto at any date subsequent to the first: day ofJanuary . 
. . I . 

19 .in the year 1933, subject,however, to the provision in stib

20 . paragraph (b) hereof. as to bona ·fide o~ership and cdn:" 
. . .. . 

21 trol thereof by natural citizens or' nationals oftha United 

22 . States in the' case of any claim filed by a legal or juridical 

23 . person, organization, firm, trust, association, or corporation. 

24. .... H (e).· Damage to; or loss or destruction' of, ships :or 
. . ..~.. \ 

..~5 ship cargoes directly or indirectly owned by the claimant" . 3: 41 'I~t·~ 
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1 atthe time such damage, loss, or destruction occurred, which 

'2 was a direct consequence ·of military action by Germany 

3 during the period beginning September' 1, 1939, and erid

'4 ing May 8, 1945. The sale, transfer, or assignment of such 

5 ,ships or ship cargoes subsequent to such damage, loss,or 

. 6 destruction, shall not operate to extinguish any claim other

.. 7 'wise compensable under this, subsection~'If a claim other

',8 . ,wise compensable under. this subsection' has been assigned, 

.' 9 .• the assignee shall. be the party entitled to file a .daimunder 

10 this subsection. ' No' award shall' be made . under this sub

11· section in favor. ofany insurer or reinsurer as assignee 'or 

12 otherwise as successor' in, interest to the right of, the insured. . . 

13 ' "(f) Net losses hy insurance companies under war,.. 

14 'riskinsurance or reinsurance policies, or contracts, incurred 

15 in the settlement of claims for insured losses of ships or ship 

16 '. cargoes, oWned (1). by, natural. persons who were nationals· 

17· of 'theUnit.ed States at. the timeo! the loss, damage, or 
I. 

1~ . destruction of such ships or ship cargoes and at the time 

19 of . settlement of such claims, or,{2} by corporations, 'part:.; 

,.20 . rierships,associations,uni:ilcorporatedbodies, or other, entities 

~1hi which at least 50 per cehtumof the'outstanding capital 

22 stock . or otherptoprietary interest therein was' beneficially 

,2:3 .. Qwned, 'direot1y·or jndirectly,by nationals. of 'the United 

24 ·.States at the time' of such loss, damage,or ~ destruction and 

25 itt the time of the set~lement of such '.claims, which insured 

http:theUnit.ed
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1 losses were a direct ,consequence ,of military action, by 

'2' Germany during the period beginning Sept~mber 1, 1939, 

3 ,and ending May 8, 1945. Such net losses.: shall be deter

4 mined by deducting from the aggregate of, all 'payments 

5 made in the 8ettle~entof such, insured losses the, aggregate 

6 of all amounts received by any such, insurance' com- ' 

,7 paniesonall policies or contracts under which the insured 

,8' was a national of the United States or, "inthe case of an 
, 9 insured corporation,' partnership, association" unincorporated 

10 ,body' or >()ther entity, at least 50, per centum of the,' outstand:- , 

11 ' ing capital stock or other proprietary interest. therein was 

12· beneficially owned, .directlyor indirectly, by nationals of the 

13' U mted States. ' 

14 "(g) Loss or damage on account of the deathoi',injury 

15,' of ~ny' person . who,being then a civilian: national of the 
'. '. I 

16 United States and a passenger onanyve~sel,engaged in com-· 

17merce on the high seas, was mjuredor killed as a result 
, ' I , ' , 

18 of military action by Germany during the period beginning , 

19 September 1, 1939, arid ending December 11,1941, or for 

20' ' the loss 'of, or damage to the property of any. civilian' na..; 

21 - tiona! of the U nitedStates,passenger onsuch vessel, during 

22 such .period, resulting as a direct' consequence of such action~" 
. . , . ", .. ~ " ,., ',.23' Awards under this subsection on 'account of, the death or 

; " 

1 . 

24 disability 9f anyone person shall not' ex'ceed $7,500. ' An 
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'I' award on· account of the death of any such person' shall be, 

2 made only 'to or for the benefit of the following persons.:, 

3 " ( 1) ,Widow or husband if there is no child or children 

4 'of the deceased·; 

5, " (2) Widow or· husband and child or children of the 

.6 deceased, one-half to the . widow 'or husband and the other 

,7 half to the child or children of the deceased in equal shares; 

8 H (3) . Child or childre~ of the deceased' (in equal shares)' 
• 	 I 

9 if there is no widow or husband; and 

! 1Q. "(4) Parents (in equal shares) if there is no widow,
,'. I 

" 11 husband, or child. 

12 ,"An awara on account of disability shall be ml1deonly 

13 to the person so disabled, or, in the event of his death at 

14 'any time prior to the making of the award, to the persons 

, 15 . specified in paragraphs, (1) through (4). of this subsection 

16 'in the order so specified~ 
',,,, 

17 " " (h ) Losses resulting. from the removal of industrial 

18 . or other capital equipment in Germany' owned directly or 

19 indirectly by the claimant· on May 8, 1945, and removed 

20 for the purpose of reparations including losses from any 

21 . destruction of property in connection with such'removal. If 

22 .a claim whieh . could otherwise be allowed under 'this sub

23 section has been assigned for value, the assignee shall be. 


~4 the party entitled to claim hereunder. 


25 "SEC. 204. Within sixty days after the enactment of 

\ : '. • • i~ " •• 
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. 1 thistitl~ ~or of legislation ma.king appropriatioHs to the Com. . , 


,2 . mission for . payment of administrative expen~es' incllned iil 


3 carryillgout its ·functions llnderthis title,whicheyer date 


4. is 'later, the Commission shall give public notice by puhlica

5tion ~n the Federal Register of the time when, and the 

, * ' 

,6 lirn]1 of time \vithinwhich,claims may be filed, which linlit 
, I 

17 . shan be. eighteen. months after such publication .. 

'8 ~'SEC. 205. The amoilnt of, any award based on a clailll '1 

'.,9 . oia·national of the United States other th~n the natio11111 ' 

10" ofthe United: States by whom the loss was original1yslls

11,tained. shall not 'exceed. the' amount of .the ,~ctual ·consider.:. 

J2· ation last paid for such claim prior tQJanuary 1, 1953 .. 
. . • I . 

. I . 

13 "SEC. 206. The COD,1mission shall have'· jurisdiction to 

14 }'eceive,examine, a.djudicate, and' render awards and de

'15· cisionswithrespeetto.all of the foregoing claims 4ereinbef()i'e 

16 . specified. Jnpassing upon the validity of such claims the 

17 ,Commission shall comply with all of the provisions ,of the 

18 Administrative Procedure Act of 1946 andsl;lUll al~o comply 

19 . with the procedural and equitable principles and rules here

20inaft~r specifically." enumerated.', The Commission shan, as 
. . . 

21 soon as possible, and in the order . of making such awards, 

22. cedify to the Secretary of the Treasury ,in terms of United 
......... 


23. States currency, .each award made pursuant to section '203. 
, . 

24 . :'~SEc~>207.. Persons desiring to claim pursuap.t to sec- . 
. ' 


25 tion 203 o( this Act shall file notice of claim with· the Ooma 4£.73:2 




1 mission within eighteen months after the publication by tbe 

2 Commission of public notice thereof of the Federal Register, 

3 such claim to be in suchfonnand manner as may be deter~ 

4miIiedby regulations to be duly promulgated and published, 

5 by the Commission: Provided" however,' That if, prior to , ' ' 

• 6 the enactment of this section, a claimant has filed with such 

7 Commission or with the, International Claims Commission or 

, 8 with" the War Claims Commission or with, the Department of 

'9 State of the United States aclaim for loss or destruction 'of 
, , 

'10 or taking of or damage to property as specified msec,tion 203 ' 

11 of this Act; nO additional claim need be filed unless a claimant 

,12 should desire to, supplement or amend such claim as previ

13 ously filed. " 

"SEC. '208. In the process of receiving, considering, and 

15 adjudicating said claims, the Commission shall be guided arid 

16 controlled at aU times, in the exercise :of its said functions, 

17 by' the following procedural and equitable principles and 

18 rules: 

19,,' ",," (a ) Preference in. theiprocessing . and adjudication '01 

, 20 : said claims shall be given to natural, persons as claimants 

21 ,:who (1) are over sixty years of age or (2), have not been 

["-, 22 able to take full advantage' of section ,127 of the Internal 
("J
t .... 23 Revenue Code, as' it was in force and effect during the year~ 

~ 


',i', ,.tf1 ' 24, 1953,1n deducting war losses froin their Federal income 
, ' " !, ~:, 'T.. ':- ',~ 2~ , 

, ..' " taxes; " 
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,1·· . "(b) ., In determining the facts with, respect to . any 


·2· . particlila,rcIaim, including· the·· issue as to replacement cost, 


3 no evidence shall be received by' the . C()~mission froIn 


·4, . any· of, the gov~rnments, forces, auth~rities,· organizations, 


5 ' . orpersoris,·· 'or' their employees or agents, 'who were parti~s 


.6· to or who were in any respect responsible for the loss or, 

.J, . . t i'·· :" 

7· taking or dispossession of or damage' to such· property un
. . 

81esstheclaimant in such case shall consen~in writing in 


. 9 adval1ce· to the consideration by said Cominission 'of· any 


10 "sucheviderice; 


lL~' (c) TheCo~ssion shall not 'solicit, 'request,or ac2 


12 ;.. cept; . from· any foreign government or from any' offici~i; . 


13 agent, or employee thereof, imy representation or any e~.;. 


14' pression of.' views' whatsoever as to . the alleged merits 6f 

15· dem~rits or as to the validity of any such Claim unless tltJ 

16, claimant involved shall :expressly consentm writirig in ad~ 


17 vance' to: the consideration of such mat~rialin the proce~~ 

~ , 

18 ·of adjudication of his or its claim: Provided, .however; Th~t 
r", : . 

. , il9.· any claimant may at his or its 6ptionsubmit forthe considera~ 

20 .. tion of the Commission documents which have been duI~' 

, 21 '·authEmticated' by a foreign government or by the~uthoriti~;~ 


2~' ·or ·officials thereof, ··arid'insuch' event'such 'evidence shill 


23 'becoDsidered 'by the Commission: in passing upon the merit'~ " . 


, ; .,,~

24 .. of such elaim; and . 


25 ,,, ""(df'Irithepr()cessing ana adjudication of the' claims 341734 
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: t, 

1 ' .. mentioned in 'section 203 of this Act, the .commission shall 

2 at all times. be guided by, andshall give full recognitio.Jl 

.3 to, tho~e fundamental equitable principles of fair. play and 

4 justic(lwhich",i,11insul'e the reasomtblen.ess and adequac.y 

5 '" of the .compensation to be awarded to citizens. and nationals 
. . . ", ..' " . 

. 6' of', theUnited States, . and such equitable considerations shf~ll 

7 in all cases prevail pver any prior decisioJ?s by~ny. colI,l
" . 

8 lllission,.agen~y, or court jrrespectiye~s to whether. such . 

. . 9 depisionswere rendered within or without. the United States. 

10 "SEC. 209.' All claimants whoseelaimsarenotpro~ 

11 essed, adjudicated, andpai~ within two : years after the 

12 claims shall ha~e been filed as. herein provided, or within.' 

13 two years ·after passage. of this Act, whichever is the Jater, 

14 may. institute Rcivil actioIf de novo .in the District Court. 

15 .of the United States for the Distrlct of Columbia orin the 

16 Court, of Claims within one year : after ,the expiration: of said 

17 two-:year period in which said Commission has. failed 'to act 
- . , ; , '. , " . ", 

18 . upon said claim as above provided, in which suit the United 
. .' . . .' . . . . . 

19 States shall be made. a party defendant,. thronghserviceof 
. . 

20 .process upon· the. Attorney General, to establish the Joss 
'. '. .,.'. . 

21 .' or damage sustained .bythe claimant, through loss or destnlc~ 

22 " ti011 of or damage to his property as hen:linabove specified, 

23 and if so established in accordance with the equitable. tenets . 

24 and principles herein enumerated the saiddistricteourt or 

25. the, said. Court af Claims. shall forthwith order,' adjudge, or 

http:recognitio.Jl
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1 decree the' payment of adequa.te and just compensatlon~to 

'2 the, claimant in the judglhentto be entered by 'it 'in such 

• 3 . action. " Copies,' of t,he 8ummonsor other process in such 

4' snits shaUbc served llpon the Attorney iGeneralof the 

" 5 .'United States ahd the Chairman of the Commission .•. AilY 

6 ' :claimantwho 'is aggrieved with' any decision 'of . the said, 

.·;7distriQt~ourt in the adjudication of his claimor in the denial 

,80 ' of: his claims, shall bave the right to have ful,l judicial review 

9 of the fiualdecision, order, or judgment of t.he: district coUrt 

1Q: . in such caseirt the same manner as is no",; provided under 

11 .. :applicable ~hiw' in" the: case; of • any" othel', civil 'action: whieh 

;1,:2 ,,;has ,been· p'roperly instituted in the DistI:iyt", Courto'f tlYe 

13; United·:Statesfor :the District ofColumhia;' Any' chiimartt 

14, . who is: 'aggrievedwftb any' deCision of the saId CourtoI 
. .' . 

15 Claims in tbe adjudication of his claim or;' in the' denial 'of ' 

,16. :bis'claims, sballhave·theright' to have:f:L1H judiCia.! review, 

,17 ". of the finaL decision, order orjridgment :6f the:CourtofOlaims 

18, -.in such case in the same' manner,as'ishow,ptovided tmd~r 

19 applicable law (28 U. S.C. A; 1255) . ' 

:2Q',; ':, "SEc~;;210.(a)Anyclai.1nlmt"who is aggrieved. with 

21: .any flnid decision, award,. or order of the Commission: in the 

22 :adjudicationof liis. ol'itsclaim or in' the denialof his' or its 

23 . chtifnriuiyappeal from suclideCisions;awards,~and ()rd~rs Of 

24 tIie- Cbmmis'sion to 'the UnitedState~ Conrt of Appea]s for' 

25 '. the DistrictofColnmbia to obtain a complet(j judicial review 
. ' :~ 

34 t';"3 "'.
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.. 1 . of said decisions, awards,. and orders,. as provided by the 

2 . Administrative Procedure Act~. 

3 " (b). ~uch appeal shall 'be taken by :filing a notice of 

,,4 appeal with the court within thirty days from the date when 

, 5, the claimant' has been duly notified by the Commission by 

. 6. registered mail (return, receipt requested) of the entry or fil

.7,ingby 'it of the decision, award, or. order complamedof. 

8 , Such notice of appeal shall contain a concise, statement of the 

9, ,nature of the proceedings as to which the appeal is taken; a 

10 concise. statement of the reasons· on which the appellant 

11;, intendsto rely, separately stated and numbered; and proof 

12 ,of service ·of a true copy of said notice and statement upon 

1:3. the. Commission. • Upon filing' of such notice, the· court shall 

14 . have jurisdiction .of the proceedings iandofthe, questions 

,15, ,determined therein.' , 


.
1,6 . ' "• ",( c ) Upon' the filing of any ~uch notice of appeal the 

17: Commission shall, not later than five days after, the, datel'Of 

18 ,service upon it, notify each person shown by the records 

19 of the Commission to be· interested ' in, saidappea,l~,.of tHe 

20 " . filing and, pendency of the, same and shall thereafter penmt, 

21 any such person to inspect and make copies of said notice 
r .. 
C"1 22 and . statement of reasons therefor at ,the office of the Com
r,:", 
.~ .23 mission in the city ofWashmgton~Withlnthlrty days after 
~\."" ~~,... -~ 24 the filing of aIi appeal, the Commission shalLfile with the 

.: t .:," ~ '1." "':"" 

". " ' 

25, 90urt. a copy ofthe decision, award, or order' complained6f, 



H5 


,,1 a full, statement in writing of the facts and grounds relied 

2 upon by it in support of the order, award, or decision in

3 volved upon said appeal, and the originals of or certified 

,4, copies of all papers and evidence presented to and considered 

; S ',by it in entering said order, award, or decision. ",;, 

6 ' " (d) The record and briefs upon which 'any such appeal 

,:7" shall ,be heard and, determined. by,the court shall ,contain , 

; 8 ,'such information arid material" and shall be prepared within 

9 such' tiIne, and in such manner as • the' court may by nlle 

10 ,prescribe. 

II, , y, (e) • Such proceedings in the court shall be given 

12 , preference, over other cases pendinK therein. and shall be 

l3,' in every way expedited. ' At the earliest 'convenient" time 

14 ,the court shall hear and deterinirie the' ~ppeal upon the 

15. recordbefo're it in the manner prescribed ~y, section 10 of 

16 the Administrative Procedure Act (title5;U. S. :G. A. 

17, 10(9). 

m' ,"(f) In the :event that the court shall render a' decision 

19 , and-enter an order reversing the order of theOommission, 

, 20 it shaJIreIliand the'case to theOommissionltocalTY (jtlt the 

21 judgment of the court and it shall· be the duty :ofthe Oom:.. , 

22 mission '(in' "the absence' of proceedings to' review' sliCl~ 

23:: judgment' as hereinafter provided) ,to forthwith give '~ffe'ct 

, 24' thereto, and' unless otherwise ordered by the court, to 'do so 

25 . upon the'basis of' the proceedings already had and the l'ecoi-a 
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1 upon which said appeal was heard and determined~_i If the 

,2 claimant~appenant shall apply to the court for . leave -:to 

3 ,',adduce additional evidence, and shall show to thesa.tisfac

4 '. ,tion of the court that such additional 'evide·m~e. is . material 

5 and relevant, and that there were reasonable' gi'ounds for 

'" 

6 . the failure to. adduce such evidence in the .proceeding before 

7 the .Oommission, the,' court may order. such· additional evi
". 

,:8 .·deuce ,to, be taken, before the' Commission and .to ;:be~:adduc~d 
9 . upon. such further hearing in such manner and',upon,' sueh 

10 terms and conditions as to the court may seem.pioper~ .' 

11 . "(g) The court's judgment shall: be final, subject, how:" 

12 . 	ever, to reView by the Supreme Oourt of the United.State's 

13. . upon wlitof. certiorari on petition therefor under section 

14 1254 of title 28, United States Oode Annotated,by the 

15. appellant,. by the. Oommission, or by certification by the 

16 
" 

court pursuant to the provisions of that section. 

17 "SEC. 211.' All moneys required for the prQ.c¢ssing and 
:. ' 

18 	
. . 

:payment of said claims and awards and . judgments thereon 

19 shall be provided and covered. into said.German Claiiil~ 

20 Fund by the Secretary of. the Treasury from the followihg 

21 sources: 

22 " ( 1) Moneys received or to be received by the Unitkd 
r","\,)

iC''', 23 States from the Federal Republic . of Germany under aria i"l_ 
I' ·.r 	 •.. ~> 

\:',' ~ . 24 ' pursuant. to article. I of the agreement between the Unit~d 
. ~ 

25 	 States' of America' and the Federal· Republic of Germa,flY 
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1 regarding the settiementof the claim of the United State's" 

2 'for postwar economic assistance (other than. surplus prop~ 

3erty) to Germany dated February 27; 1953,'totaling the 
, 	 , 

4 sum of $1,000,000,000, and the, Secretal'y of the Treasury 

5 ", is authorized and directed to cover', said jn'stallment, pay

6 ,ments into the Ge:f:rrtari Claims Fund. ,[ 

7 " (2) Moneys depositedihto the Treasury of the United 

8: States by • the " War Damage Corporation, : representing' the 

9 profits of, its operations, in the' 'aggregate 'amount of 

· , 	 10 $210,598,722~38. ' 

11 ti (3) . Moneys 'paid into the Treasury of the United 

12 States representing the net amount of cash 'received by the' 

, 13 United States by way of reparations under the terms of the 

14 so.:called Eighteetl Power PatisA.greementon' Repara.,. 

15, .tion: from Germany dated J anuary~4, 1946,' resulting , from 

16 the, Paris Conference" on Reparation', • such moneys amount

17 .ingto the aggregate sum of $27~717,380.57. 

18 , , "(4) Out· of prior appropriationshy the Congress to the 

19 ForeIgn Operations Administration or its predecessors no1 

20 " actually expended orobligated at the date of passage of thiE' 

21 . Act, such allocation, however, not to exceed ' the sum of 

22 $1,000,000,000.' 


23 
 , " (5) Moneys payable to the United states of Ameriml 34.*~7 /10 
24 . under, and pursuant to any future treaty or agreement be~ ". ~ .~ ,..,1 

25 tween the United States and'the Federal Repnblic of Ger- " 

::,1. f." ", 
i. 

http:27~717,380.57
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,1 many or moneys payable to the1J.nited, States under and 

2 pursuant to any future treaty or agreement between the 

3, United States and' the Government of a unified Germany, 

4 ' in the event that such treaties or agreements, or any of 

. ,them, provide for the payment of any war-damage, compen

6· sation, as defined in' section 48 of this Act, to citizens or 

,7 nationals of the United States. 

8 . 'Un'. the event' that the sums hereinabove mentioned 
,J 

9 	 to be provided for payment of such claims are insufficient for 

such purpose for any reason whatsoever, then in such event 

11 any additional amounts' of, money necessary to pay the, 

12' awards or judgments granted claimants are hereby expressly 

13. 	 appropriated for such purpose. 

14 . 	 , "SEC. 212. All payments authorized under section. 207 

of this title shall be disbursed exclusively from the German 

16. Claims Fund and all amounts covered into the Treasury to 

17 the credit of· such fund are pelmanently appropdated for 

18 .•' the making of the payinentsauthonzed under this Act . 

. 19 , , "SEC. 213.' The property damage claims of citizens or 

. Ilationals 'of the United States. shall be fully, paid and COffl

21 'pensated for· as herein provided and the amount of any 

22 award or judgment shall be paid in full forthwith, upon tne 

, "'.Ll':'" \ ":' 23', entry of said final award' or judgment and no payment 
,.,~ ,: 1.\: 1 

, ; 6S 24 . thereof may be adjudicated or made on an installment pasis 

,.' or for a lesser amount than the full face amount of damages 
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1 adjudicated in the final judgment or award entered ashereill 
, 

2 . provided. 'With respect to any claim which; at the time of 

3 the award, is vested in persons, other' than' the persOli by 
, ' 

4 whom the loss ,,,as, sustained the Commiss!on may issue a 

consolidated award 'in favor of aU claimanis then entitled 

6' thereto, which award shall indi~ate the re~pectiveinterests 

7 'of such claimants therein;' and all" such claimants shall par
, 

8 ticipatein proportion to their indicated, interests, in the pay

9' ments provided by this section, in all respects as if the 'award 

had' been in faVOl' of a single 'person. 

11 "SEC. 214. The program ofpayment of propettydamage: 

12 . claims ofcitizens or nationals of the United States as herein 

13 provided. shall be effectuated as rapidly .as: return of vested 

14 assets of nationals of Germany as herein p;rovided; namely, 

,'the return of vested assets of German nationals 'in any given 

16 . calendar yearshaU not exceed in aggregate amount :in su~h" 
.

17 
, 

calendar year the aggregate 6f actual 'payments in such 

18 calendar year of war damage claims of citizensbr nationals hf 
19, 'the United, States as herein specified. 

"SEO;215. (a) The Secretary of the T;reasury.is author:. 

21 ized and directed to adhere to the following procedltres iii' 
22 making payments for awardso( the Oom¢ission: 

H (1) :Payment in full of the principal amount' of all ".':, ::;, 
, ....... , ,,1\ 


24 awards made pursuant' to . section, 203 'sh9uld the claimant3{It? ,i~ , 
, ,~ 

, -::. 

elect to receive such award: 

23 

http:T;reasury.is
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I 

,\ . 

I 
," 

1 " (2) In the event that the claimant elects not to rec.eive 

.2 an' award of the Commission and has availed himself or 

3 itself of the procedure for judicial review' of the decision or 

4 .award 	of the Commission as hereinbefore provided, or 1Il 

. 5 	. the event that a claimant has not had his claim processed 

6 and adjudicated by the ComI'nission vi'ithin two years after 

7 the passage of. this Act, whichever is the later date, and 
,,'. 

• 'I 8 has availed himself. or itself of the privilege of institutiug 

9 a civil action in the District Court. of the United States f()r 

10' the District of Columbia or in the Court of Claims as hereill- . 

11 .above. provided, . then in' such·· (lvent, the Secretary of the 

12 Treasury is authorized and directed to create an adequate 

13 reserve out of the German Claims Fund for the payment 

14 of, such claim should the, claimant be ultimately successful, 

15 in whole or. in part, in J>ursuinghissaid judicial remedies; 

16 and thereupon payments may be .. and shall bema,de on 
.~ I . 

17 account of all other awards as above pro\yided,in all re~pects 

18 as if payments, of awards had been made on accOlUlt of 

19 the claims as to which' judicial remedies are being availed of, 

20 to • the end that. there shall be no delay in the payment of 

21 awards accepte4 by claimants. 

22 "SEC. 216. There is authorized to be appropriated such pi 
.t~ 23 sums as may be necessary to enable the Commission ahd the 
H. 

". '~' :. ?~	24 . Treasury Department to .pay. their· adininistrative expenses 

25 incurred in carrying out their functions undei-' thi~ titlil. 
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"SEC. 217 • No remuneration on account of services1 

2 rendered on behalf· of any claimant pursuant to the pro vi

3 sions of this Act shall exceed 10 per centum of the total 

4 amount of any award or judgment and any agreement to 

5 . the contrary shall be unlawful and void: Provided, however, 

6 . That tl11y agent, attorney. at law or in fact,· or repl'esenta
. . 

. . 

7 .tive, helieving that the aggregate of the fees should be in 

excess of such lOper centmn, may petition the district 

court of the United States for the district in. which he resides 

for an order authorizing fees in excess of lOper centum alid 

. shall name the United States a·s respondent by service of· a 

.. copy of the said petition upon the Attorney General.· of the 
. . 

United States or upon the United States attorney in such . 

district.· The court hearing such petition or a court awarding 

any judgment in respect of any such claim shall approve an· 

16 'aggregate of fees in excess of 10 per centum of the amount 

17 of such award or judgment only upon a finding that there 

18 existspeciaf circumstances of unusual hardship which require 

19 the payment of such excess, 

. 20:< "SEC; 218~If any person to whom any payment is to 

21. be made ptlrSuant to this title is deceased or is under a legal 

22 disability, payment shan be made to his legal representative, 

•23 except t.hat if any payment to be made is not over '$1,000 

24 and there isno qualified executor or administrator,payment 

.2n nIay be· made to the person or persons found by theComp
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1 troller General to he.· entitled· thereto; without· the necessity 

.2 of compliance with the requirements of law with respect to 

• 3 the administration of estates . 

. 4 	 "SEO. 219. No award shaH be made 'under this title 

.5 .. to: or for the benefit of any individual who voluntarily, 

6. knowingly, and without duress, gave aid to or collaborated 

7 with or in any manner served any government· hostile to 

8 .. the.United States during World War II.. 

9 "SEO. 220. The Commission shall complete its affairs 

, 10 . . in connection with the settlement.' of claims pursuant to this 

11 title not later than five years following: the enactment· of 

12 legislation making appropriations to the Commission for 

13 payment of administrative expenses incurred in carrying out. 

14 its· functions under. this ,title. .Nothingin this provision shall 

15 . be construed. :to' limit the life of ' the • Commission, or·' its 

16 authority to act with respect to .other categories of claims . 
. .. 

17 which may be effected under the provisions of. this Act. 

18 "SEC. 221. The Secretary of State is authorized and· 

19 directed to transfer or otherwise make available to the Com

20 mission such records and documents relating to claims author

21 ized by this Act as may be required by the Commission in 

22 . carrying out its functions under· this Act. 


23 
 "SEO. 222. To the extent that they are not inconsistent 

.24 with any provisions of this title, the following provisions of 

2.5 	 11. the' International Claims Settlement Act of 1949· sha be 
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1. applicable to this title: Subsection.s (c), (d) of section 7. 

2 "SEC. 223. Payment of any award or judgment pursu

3 ant to this title shall not,. unless such payment is for the 

4 full amount of the claim, extinguish such claim, or be C011

5 . strued to have divested any claimant, or the United States on· 
. ' .' . . 

6 his behalf, of any rights against any foreign government for 

7 the unpaid balance of his claim." 

8 SEC. 8. If any provision of this Act, or the application 

9 thereof. to any person or circumstances, shall be held in

10. valid, the remainder of the Act,· or the application of such 

11, .provision to other persons or circumstan~s,' shall not be 

i 
I 12· ... affected. 

341746 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES· 

JUNE 22,1955 


Mr. BOSCH introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Coj·n

mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 


,
: , A BILL:-r 

. i 
To amend the Trading With the Enemy Act, as amended, and 

the War Claims Act of 1948, as amended. 

1" Be it enacted by the Se!late and House of Representa

! 
2 tives of the United States o[ America in Oongress assembled, 


: 
; 

3 That section 39 of the Trading With . the Enemy Act, as 

4 amended, is amended to read as follows: 

". : 5 "SEC. 39. No property or interest therein of Germany, 


6 Japan, or any national of either such country vested in or 


7 transferred to ·any officer ·or agency of the Government at 


8 any time after December ,17, 1941, pursuant to the pro

9 visions of' this Act, shall be, returned to former owners 


10 thereof or their successors in interest (and the United 


11 States shall not pay compensation for any such property or. 

~ "" :. .I 
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1 interest therein), except to the extent and in the manner 


2 _provided in sections 32, 40, and 42 of this Act. The net 


3 proceeds remaining upon the completion of administratioll; 


4 liquidation, and disposition pursuant to the provisions of this 


5 Act of any such property or interest therein sball be covered 


6 into the Treasmy at the earliest practicable date. Nothing 


7 in this section shall be construed to repeal· or otherwise affect 


S the operation of the Philippine Property Act of 1946/' 

~.. 	 . 

9 SEC. 2. The Trading With the Enemy Act, as amended, l
I10 is further amended by adding the following sections: 

i11 "SEC. 40. (a) If the Attorney General shall determine 	 . 
I12 that any vested property which bas not been re~urned, dis

. 	 . . . . . .. . '. , . 	 I 
I 
I 
i13~:;burs~d in. p~Ymentof . debt claims, or otherwise· disposed· of 

14 under this Act, except

15' " ( 1) securities, or the ne~ proceeds thereof, or the 
~ ...... 	 . .

16 debts or other obligations evidellced thereby, which are 
" . 17 

,

subject to return to the Government of the. Netherlands 


18 
 or its nationals under the Memorandum of Understand

19 
 ing of January 19, 1951, between the Government of the 


20 
 United States and the Government of the Netherlands 


21 
 . regarding claims by the Government of the Netherlands 


22 
 to looted securities; 


23 
 " (2) copyrights, claims of copyrights,. rights to 

copyrights, rights to copyright renewals, and those rights 

or interests arising out of pre vesting contracts entered 
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3 

in'to withresp~ct to any of the foregoing other than 

royalties· or other income received by or accrued in . favor 

, .of the Alien Property' Custodian or the Attorney General 

under such contracts; 

" (3) prints of motion pictures; 

" (4) 'patents, unpatented inventions, rights or in

. terests' in patents and· unpatented inventions,and those 

rights or interests aTIsmg out of prevesting 'contracts 

entered into with· respect· to 'patents and' unpatented 
, . . , ' .. 

. inventions other than royalties or· other llcome received 

·'by oracciued in favor~ ofille Alien Property Custodian 

~r the Attorney Gene;~ii' under'suchcontracts ;" , 

." (5) . property whIch'ls subject to' transfer to the 

Republic' of the Philippines under the Philippine Prop

erty Act of1946, as amended; and' 

"(6)' property which the Attorney General is ~b:" 

ligated to release to a foreign govelnmerit orgovem

· . ments: under' agreements relating to the' resolution of 

intercustodin,l conflicts involving enemy prbperty hereto':' 

fore entered into by the United States wit? . a . foreign 

government or governments pursuant' to Public I,aw 

· '857, Eighty-first Oongress, and :property 'which the 


. Attorney General ha's·· received or;may' be entitl~dto 


, 'retain or to' receive from a . foreign government or 


governments: under' such agreements, 

',' 
", 
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1 was owned immediately prior to its vesting in or transfer to 


2 the Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney General by a 


3 natural person and that the aggregate of such vested property 
 i 
j 

4 formerly owned by such person does not have a value at the 

5 '. time of his determination in excess of $10,000 or, although , ! 

6 , having a value in excess of $10,000 at such time, is never

7 theless susceptible of division into a portion thereof having a 

.8 value of $10,000, then such vested property or such portion 

9 thereof shall be returned as a matter of grace to such natural i 

10 . person, or his legal representative (whether or not appointed 

\11 by a court in the United States), or to his successors in 

12 interest by inheritance, devise or bequest, as their interests ' r 
t 

~3 may appear. If the Attorney General shall determine that 

1~ such vested property has an aggregate value in excess of 

15 $10,000 and is not susceptible of division into a portion 

16 . thereof having a value equal to that sum, then return shall 

17 consist of 'a lesser portion, if practicable, augn:wnted by a 

18 supplemental return after. further liquidation of th,e. ;y;ested 

19 property. , Unless specifically provided to the contrary re

20 turns under this section shall be subject to the provisions of ' 

21 subsection (m) hereof. 

22" (b) Trademarks, trade names, and those rights or inter

23 . ests arising out of contracts entered into with respect to trade.,. 

24 . marks or, trade names other than royalties or other income 

25 received by or accrued in favor of the, Alien Property Cus
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15 

20 
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1 todian or the Attorney General under such contracts shall be 


2 deemed to have no value for the purposes of subsections 


3 (a) and (d) and subdivision (2) of subsection (m) of 


4 this. section. Corporations, partnerships, associations, and 

. . 

.other unincorporated bodies, or their successors in interest, 

. 6 shall be eligible under this section for the return of trade

7 marks, trade names, and those rights or interests arising out 

8 of contracts entered into with respect to trademarks or trade 

. 9 names other than royalties or other income received' by or 

accrued in favor of the Alien Property Custodian or the At

11 torney General under' such. contraCts: Prrovided, That no 

12 return shall be made of trademarks, trade· names, or rights 

13 or interests arising out of contracts entered into with respect 

14 .to trademarks or trade names vested by the following vesting 

orders: Vesting orders 284, as amended, (7 F. R. 9754; 

169 F. R. 1038),678 (8 F~ R. 3680),2354 (8 F. R~ 14635), 

17 4751 (10 F. R. 4273),4819 (10 F~ R. 6407),5592(11 

,18·"F~)¥R. 1675), 5593 (11 F. R. 1676), 18805 (17 F. R. 

19 4364), and 18905 (17, F. R. 5745): Provided further, 

That in any case in which. the owner prior to vesting ofa 

21 trademark, trade name, or rights OF interests arising out of 

22 a contract entered into with respect to trademarks or trade' 
'",'(.. -:,' 

,I; ••

23 names was a resident of oi had its sole or primary seat 'in an ," ',', 

. . " 

.' 'J24 area of Germany now in the Soviet Zone of Occupation of. ;:l, 

.".., 

. Germany or in the Sovi(:lt sector of Berlin or in German terri
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,1. tory :under 'prQvisional Polish orSQviet tI d,;rnillistration; re

:2, ;tnrn."l11ayhemad~ to.a'person; res.id1ng 9:rh}lving itf?~~ole or' 

~3, primary ,seat in tl}e FederalRep~iblie of Germany 0li itt the . '. . 

i*: \'X~s.tern'sectors of Berlin np~mcel~tjfie~tion bya'con1petent 

,:?:' ag~ilQY oLtheFedel'al'Repuhlic of 6ermariythat a11equiva

,q f, J~nt :trademark.or. equivale.nt th\ deliame' ha.s beell'registered 

T: fox> such person in the Federal Republic of Germany•.' Jfhe 

i8; [.return·· of; tI:ademarks ,under' this • .of: the next ~precedingisuh

',9; \~ec.th)li shaH ~:be'subjectto tit e rights, of licensees imder lice~lses 

10;, isshed hytheAlien'Property Gustoaianorthe' Attorney Gen": 

11: enirin,respect'of stlch trademai'ks; "" 


~~«::~'Cc)' Corporations, associations; and other ' uriincoi''': 


l~:, ~J)orateil-hodies, !whetherpublic or private', ,determiIled' by the, 


14;: Attorney Geiwr<llto be 'nonprofit organizations operated for 

• . I ' 

15 "charitable, religious} 'or educational purposes shall' be eligible 

16 '. Jot the return of vested property under. this. sectiQllwitbout 

IT "r~gitrd Jo, i.ts. Yl)lue,. Returns. toshch ~Qrganiz!l,ti()ns~lu.tll not 

UL ):">9 ~lIbjeGt to,J:e~ent~orl orrecQvery by, the 4-ttWl'tey General 

1.9::'of)hQ:ltnQub,t 9fthea(hiIhlistl'f\.tive·J~:xpenses ,pl;oyided for 

20 \:"b:y'$up~livj~ii)ll: {:? )Qf-sllbs~leti,Qn (m)'hereof. .' 

21 :,' ':'Jd-) •. '1'he. agg're.ga te.:"alue ofthe:ve$ted property,W he 

2{,r :~ retUl'l}ed'll)1<lerjhis seGtion, to the legalrepnlS,elltatiyeof,suc-, 
C\Jf2 23- ,()flS~Qrs·; ,in, iMerest, of f!, naturaL person who. was the owner 

.:;; ;24tlie.rcof ilbmedjately prior to its vesting ill' or transfer to the' 
Cl';) 

... ,.... " '" ;: 
" 

http:agg're.ga
http:equivale.nt
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1 Alien Property Custodian or the AttotneyGeneral shall in 

;,2" nQ eyentexceed $10,000. The aggregate value oLthe vested 

3 property to be returned under this section to any natural 

4 personsballin rio evelltexc~ed'$10~OOO~ , 

5 " " (e)' No retui:n ofvested pl:operty 'shall be 'made pur

6 suant to this section to-' 

'7' ' " (1 ) any person who, or 'whose predecessor in in

,8 '.tetest, has inade claim to~uch ,property~orbrought suit 

,9 ' fot the j'eturn: tIiereof, 'arid who has" entered: ,Into 'an 

10' agreeIfielit,with the'United States, the Alien ,Property. 

11 ' 'Qustodian'or the'" A ttoiney General irisettlemtnlt or 

1.2 ' ' 	 ,coIlrprornise ofsuchelairo or suit; , ;~ ~ , 

13, 	 ',' "(2) any naturalpersortwhQ oriJanuaryl;,1955,~ 

14 or at anytime thereafter maiIitainedhis principaldweU';' 

15 ing place, or any corporation, partnership,association, 

l6 or other unincorporated body having its sole or primary 

17 seat, in the Soviet ~one of Occupation of Ge.rmany, In 

~8' ,:the,Sovi~t sector of ]3eIJin, i~ German :territoty.und~r' 

19, ' pro:visioIi~lPolish; ()l.'S9yiet-,adruir!lstra:ti<ln,().r:'in AI... 

20. "bania, B,ulgaria," ,Conm1unist ',Chin~,:, ,Ozecil.o:$lQyukia, 

21 '. ' Eston,ia, "Hungary, IJatvia, : LlthliaI1.jll, "North:Korea, 

22 '. '" 	 Pola-nd, 'Rnmania;ot the Utiiop' of Soviet' Socialist Re

publics,' oj'in any other'natioll -or area which ..:the Secre~ 

'tary'of State advises the Attorney Ge;neral is dominated· 



8 


,"lor controlled by the foreign government or foreign ot


',r2, ", .,'ganization controlling the world Communist movement; 


4 (t (3) any person convicted of war crimes. 

5,~ ',U(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (2) 

, ,6 of subsection (a) of this section, no return shall, be made 

7' ~rinder this 'section of any royalties or other income derived 

'.8, ' from the property or interests vested by the following vesting 

9 orders: Vesting orders 128 (7 F.R. 7578), '13111 (14 

10 F. R. 1730), 14349 (15 F. R. 1575), 17366 (16 F. R. 

11 2483), and 17952 (16 F. R. 6162) . Notwithstandingany 

12 provisions to the contrary in subsection (a) of this section, 

13 no return shall be made of any property or interests vested 

14 by vesting order 17952 (16 F. R. 6162). 

15 " (g) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (4) 

,,16 of subsection '(a) of this section, no return shall be made 

17 under this section of (1) any royalties or other income 

18 received by or accrued in favor of the Alien Property Cus- , 

19 .todian or the Attorney General as 'a result of the enforce

20 ": m~nt of vested rights or interests in patent licensing con

21::'tracts determined by either of them to be violative' of any 

22 "lintitrust laws of the United States,' or (2) any royalties 

~ ~,.3'"or' other income received by or accrued in favor oi' the'101...... ,' ; ,i.,' 


..-f24 'Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney General arising 

~ 
('t') , : !~4 ::. >~ ~7: 


.. " . \"' ",,'
i 
! 
Ii 
I
[ 
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1 out of the use on or prior to December 31, 1945, of any 

2 patent or unpatented invention. 

3 "(h) If any person shall claim vested property under 

4 this section on the basis of ownership of shares of stock 

5 . or other beneficial interest in a corporation, partnership, asso

6 ciation or other unincorporated body which was or claimed 

7 to be the owner of· such property immediately prior to the 

8 vesting thereof, then such person, or his predecessor in in

9. terest, shall be deemed not to have been the owner of such 

10 property prior to vesting and he shall not receive a return 

'11 	 thereof. 

12 (i) Except as otherwise provided herein, and except H 

13 to the· extent that the Attorney General may otherwise 

14 determine, any person to whom return is made hereunder 

15 shall have all rights, privileges, and obligations in respect 

16 . to the property or interest returned or the proceeds of which 

17 are returned which would have existed if the property or 

18 interest had not vested in the Alien Property Oustodian or 

19 the Attorney General, but no cause of action shall accrue 

20 to such person in respect of any deduction or reterttion of 

21 allY part of the property or interest or proceeds by the Alien 

22 Property Oustodian or the Attorney General for the purpose 

23 of paying taxes, costs or expenses in connection with such 

H.R.6970-2 

.... ," 

.. 

• "1' 

, '. 
,'. 
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'1 property or interest or proceeds: Provided, That no person 

2 ,to whom a return is made pursuant to this section, nor the 

,3 legal representative or successors in interest of such person, 

4 shall acquire or have any claim or right of action against 

5" the United States or any department, establishment, or 

6 agency thereof; or corporation owned thereby, or against 

7 any person authorized or licensed by the United 'States, 

8 , founded upon the retention, sale" or other disposition, or use, 

9 during the period it was vested in the Alien Property 

10 Custodian or the Attorney General, of the returned property, 

11 interest or proceeds. Any, notice to, the Attorney General 

1~, ,w respect of any property or interest or proceeds shall con

13 stitute notice to the person to whom such property or interest 

14 or proceeds is returned and such person shall succeed ,to all 

15 burdens and obligations in respect of such property or inter

16 est or, proceeds which' accrued during the time of retention 

17 by, the. Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney General, 

18 but the period during which the property or interest or 

19 proceeds returned were vested in the Alien Property Cus

20 todian or the Attorney General shall not be included for the 

21 purpose of determining the application of any statute of 

CO 22 limitations to the assertion of any rights by such person in 
lD 
l"- ')'" ' 

",,:) 

~ 
respect of such property or interest or proceeds. 

,~ 
.en, 24 \( (j), No return under this section shall bar the prosecu
, ' 

\' : > ',,: ~<; '~5 tion of any suit at law or in equity against a person to 
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I 

i 
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1 'whom return, has been made, to establish any right, title, 


2 or interest which may exist or which may have existed at 


3 , the time of vesting in, or to the property or interest or 


4 proceeds returned, but no such suit may be prosecuted by 


5 any person ineligible to receive a return under, this section. 


6 With respoot to any such suit, the period' during which the, 


7 property, or interest or proceeds returned were vested in 


8 the Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney General, shall 


9 not be included for the purpose of determining the appli

, 10 ,cation of any statute of limitations. 

11 ., (k) Every person desiring to claim return pursuant to 

12 this section shall file a notice of claim with the Attorney' 

13 General within one year from the enactment hereof in such 

14 form and manner ,as may be prescribed ,by the Attorney 

15 General. Such notice of ,claim shall be required notwith

16 standing the filing of a notice of claim by such person under 

17 any other section of this Act. 

18, " (l) Nothing in this section shall affect the right of a ' 

19 claimant to pursue remedies under section 9 (a), 32, or 

20 ",34 of this Act: Provided, That no person claiming vested 

21 property under section 9 (a) or 32 may receive a return 
f,' 
,.1, " 

22 under this section unless he files a written waiver, on behalf .".,.,: 
, 

':'1 1"'" ." 

"23 of hhnself, his, heirs and successors, renouncing his claim 1", 


24 under section 9 (a) or 32 to the amount retained or recov;'; 


341757 
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1 ered by' the Attorney General under subsection (m) -of this 

.' 2 . section. The Attorn~y General shap make no return under 

.' 3 . this section of vested property which is the subject of a s~it 

'. 4 under section 9 (a) or. of an administrative' claim und'~r 

. 5 seCtion 9 (a) or section 32 to any person other than the 
. .. . 	 . 

6 . plaintiff in such suit or the claimant in such claim unless and 

I 
! . 

7 until the suit or claim has been finally disposed of adversely 

:8 ' to the plaintiff or claimant. 

9 " (m) Without limitation by or upon any other exist-

I 	 10 . ing provision -of law with' respect to the· payment of. ex-

I 	 11 .penses, . taxes, or debt claims by the AttorneJ' General, he 

Ii 	 12'. shall retain or recover from any vested property returnable 
I 
I 	 13 pursuant to this section-
II
j 	 14 " ( 1) an amount not exceeding that expended or 
c 
~ 

~ 
Ii 15. incurred for' the conservation, preservation, or mainte

~ 


Iil . 	 16. nance of such property; 

17 " (2) an' amount covering expenses of administra

18 tion, which amount shall be computed on a percentage 

19 
,:'. 

basis determined by the Attorney General and uniformly 

20 applicable to all such property; 

CO 
21 . "(3) a reserve sufficient to insure the payment of . 

22 .!f') 	
taxes in connection with such property, as provided for .l' 

...... 
t '. ~ 	 23 , in section 36 of this Act; and 
i C") 

(' (4) a reserve sufficient to insure the payment of 

pending debt claims payable from such property: 

24 
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1 ProV1:ded, That if the Attorney General holds additional prop

2 erty vested from the owner. immediately prior to vesting, 

3 the amounts of such expenses and reserves shall, to the' 

4 extent possible, be retained or recovered from such additional 

5 vested property: Provided further, That the balance of.,a 

6 reserve remaining after the payment of taxes or debt claims 

7 shall become available for return under this section to the 

8. same extent as though it had never been made a part; of 

9 such reserve: And provided further,. That ~he' persons ~n

.. 
I 

10 titled to the return of vested property under this section 

I 11 shall be permitted to pay the amount of expenses or reserves 
i 

12 in lieu. of the liquidation of such property to provide ~ds 

.13 therefor. 

14 "(n) Any vested property returned pursuant to this 

15 section shall be subject to. any applicable restrictions imposed 

16 by Regulations issued pursuant to section 5 (b) of this Act. 

17 " (0) Determinations of the Attorney General with re

. 18 spect to claims· under this section, including the allowance ;01.' 

19 disallowance thereof, shall be final and shall not be subject 

20 to review by any court. 

21 . " (p) As used in· this section

22 " (1) 'Vested.property' means property or interests 

23 vested in or transferred to the Alien Property Custodian 

24 or the Attorney General pursuant to this Act after De~ ~." 
. ..~: ., :. . 

25 gemb~r 17, 1941, or t4e net proceeds thereof, including 3 '4·....'1·· 

, .' 

:~. ,.,. 

~ t:

,o9 
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1 except where specifically provided to the contrary, divi

2 dends, interest, rent, royalties, or other income or accre

3' tions in respect of such property or interests; and 

'4 ' "" (2) 'Convicted of war crimes' means the entry of 

judgment against any person who has been convicted 

" 6 personally and by name by such courts as may be desig
, , ' 

, 7 nated by the Secretary of State, of murder or ill treat

8 ment or deportation for slave labor of prisoners of' war, 

9 political opponents, hostages, or civilian population 'in 

'i 
! 

occupied territories, or of murder or ill treatment of 	 ! 

I11 military or naval persons, or of plunder or wanton .. 
12 'destruction without justified military necessity. 

j 13 "Soo. 41. (a) If the Attorney General shall at any 

I 14 time determine that th~ vested property then remaining in ' 

j his hands will not' be immediately available, or will prove 

I 
u 

16 'iilsufficient, for the purpose of making returns under' section 
Ii 

17' 40 of this Act, ,he shall request the Secretary, of State toI 
!
Ii 

18' obtain funds in the currency of the Federal Republic of 

il 
I 
p 	 19 'Germany, to be used to satisfy the claims under section 40 
il 
j of persons in the Federal Republic and the Western Sectors 
" I 
'I 21 of Berlin, which funds, can be made available pursuant toI 
~ 

I 
",
,; 22 'Al:ticle' IV of the Agreement between the United States and 

,i 23 the lfederal Republic, dated February 27, 1953, regarding 
I 
I 24 	 the settlement of the obligation' of the latter' to the United 

States ,for 'surplus property. The Secretary of State shall as 
~ • ,', ~. I 

1 
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1 soon as practicable thereafter undertake to have such cur

2 rency made available by the Federal Republic ~nd the 


3 Attorney General is hereby authorized to use such currenty 


4 for the satisfaction of claims under section 40 of persons in 


5 the Federal Republic and the Western Sectors of Berlin· 


6 without dollar reimbursement from any appropriation, any 


7 provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding. In sudh 


8 cases satisfaction of claims shall be made by payment in th~ 


9 currency of the Federal Republic at the then prevaili~g 


Ii 10 rate of exchange. 

I 

I 

11 " (b) At such time subsequent to January 1, 1955, as the 


12 United States and Japan enter into an agreement· for paY-·· 


13 ment by Japan for surplus property received from the United 


14 States, the procedures of subsection (a) of this section are I 
I 15 hereby authorized, to the extent necessary and possible, for 
I 
; 

16· . the purpose of making yen available to satisfy the claims 

17 under section 40 of persons in J aplin .. 

18 ('SEC. 42. (a)· As used in this section the word 'copy": 

19 rights' includes copyrights, claims of . copyrights, rights to 

20· copyrights, and rights to copyright renewals. 

21 " (b) All copyrights vested in the Alien Property Cus

22 todian or the Attorney General under the provisions of this 

23 Act subsequent to December 17, 1941, which have nofbeen 
. . 

24· returned or otherwise disposed of· under this Act, except .1; 

25 copyrights vested by vesting orders 128 .(7 F. R. 7578} , 341761 
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1 13111 (14 F. R. 1730),14349 (15 F. R. 1575), 17366 

2 (16 F;R. 2483) and 17952 (16 F. R. 6162) and copy

3 rights vested with respect to the motion picture listed last in 

4 ~xhibit A of vesting order 11803, as amended (13 F. R. 

5 5167; J5 F. R. 1(26), are hereby divested as it mRtter of 

6 grace, effective the ninety-first day after the, enactment of 

7 this section, and the persons entitled thereto shall on that 

8 day succeed to the lights, privileges, and obligations arising 

9 l.mt of such copyrights, subject, however, to

10 " ( 1 ) the rights of licensees under licenses issued ~ , 

11 ' by the Alien Property Oustodian or the Attorney Gen· I 
~ 

12 eral in respect of such copyrights; and 	 I 

I13 "(2) the rights of assignees under assignments by I 
14 the Alien Property Custodian or the Attorney General 

15,', of interests in such licenses. 

16 ,The rights and interests remaining in the Attorney General 
" , I , 	 , 

17 under licenses issued by him or by the Alien Property Cus.: 

18 todian in respect of copyrights divested hereunder are hereby 

19 transferred, effective the day of divestment, to' the persons 

20 entitled to such copyrights: Provided, That all unpaid roy

21 alties or other income accrued in favor of the Attorney 

, 22 " General under such licenses prior to the day of divestment' 

23 shall be paid by the licensees to the Attorney General. 

24 ",(c). All rights or interests vested in the Alien Property 

" 
'•. , '" , 25 Custodian or the Attomey General under the provisions of 
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1 this Act subsequent to December 17, 1941,. arising out of 

2 prevesting contracts entered into with respect to copyrights, 

3 except-. 

" (1) royalties or other income received by or ac

5 . crued in favor 'of the Alien Property Custodian or. the 

.6 Attorney General under such contracts; 

7 (2) rights or interests which have been retlJl!led H 

8 or o~erwise disposed of under this Act; and 

9 " (3) . rights or interests vest~d by vestipg or.4ers 

10 i28 (7 F. R. 7578), 13111 (14 F. R.1730), 14349 

11 (15F. R. 1575), and 17366 (16F.1;t. 2483), , 

12 are hereby divested as a matter of grace, effective,the 

,13 ninety-first day after the enactment of this section" and the 

. 14 persons entitled' to . such rights or interests shall succeed 

15 thereto, subject to the right of the Attorney General to col

16 ,lect and receive all unpaid royalties. or other income accrued 

17 in his favor under such prevesting contracts. prior to. the 

18 day of divestment. 

19 . "(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed, to 

20 transfer to a person entitled to a copyright divested here

21 .' under the' right of the Attorney General to sue for the in

22 fringement. of such copyright during the period. between .' 
" 

.23 (1) the vesting thereof or the vesting or rights and ~terests 

. 24 in a contract entered' into with respect thereto and (2) , the 

H.R.6970-3 
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ill d'ay' ofdi~estinent. The right ,to sue for such infringement 
~ . : .. , :"\ ,. "'." .' . '.' 

;'2,!' shall teniair(ih theAttorney General. 

3 "SEc. 43. The Attorney General is hereby authorized 

;: 4' to transfer to i the Libl~ary of Oongress all p'rints of motion 

, ::5 " pictllresvestedin or transferred to the Ali~n Property Cus

6 todian or the Attorney General' pursuant 'to this Act after 

if: 'iDecember 17,1941, except' prints of moti6n pictures which 

8 are the subject'ofsuitsot clairhs lnidefsectio'ir 9 (aj;;' or 

9:"; section '32'6f· this' Act-The Library of Cdngress shall. have 

.'1.0 " complete' discretion to retain such prints for its own purp6kes , ! 

.; .,:' . . . '., ....., : t 

11 or to dispose of any 'of them in any manner it deeins proper." I : 
:"12 'SEc.'3~'Public Law '626, Eighty~thirdCongTess,addingI" i 

:13: 'section' 32 '. : (h) 'to the TtadingWith. the • Enemy . Act,:: as 

'14 "ani~'rided, is amended bf~striking "sectiori 32" wherever it 

"15" ;a:ppear~; and inserting in lieu: thereof "sectioIi" '32' or4()". 

i "16;;;',"'SEC~ 4. Section 9 (a) of the TraaingWiththeEnemy
!. 
I 

~>'17 ;ACt, as!amend'e'd, is amended by striking out the period; at 

18 .the end thereof and inserting in lieu 'thereof "abolon ". ~nd 
. ' 

19' 'the 'following: '''Prdvidedfurth~r,'That upon;a' determiha

'20' 'non' m.ade •by .the: President, . in timenf war ordiiringany 

. 21 "mttiona,lein~rgen(Jy d'eclared by 'the Pre~ideht~ that' the"in

"22 terest ahd ~elfare of the United States reqtlires the sale 

23: 'Of 'a;Ilypropertyor interest or any part thereof claime<I'in 

·24: ,'anysuit filed uiidetthissubsection and pending on~r after" " 

25 . the date of enactment of this proviso, the' Attorney General 
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;,:1 may' sell such property 'brinteresLor pai-t thereof, 'in oon


:2 'forInity with> law' applicable to sales of: property by him, 


", :·3 .at: any time prior to the entry of" <final judgment in such sUit. 


: ':'4: No such sale shall be·:made uIitil thirty days ' have-:' passed 

. . . 

~ ;;'-5. after the 'publidttlon 'of notice in the ·Federali Regist~r ofthe 

t··".6 '-intEmtion 'ttf'seILTh'e proceeds Of any sU'ch sale shall be 

·:;7'.deposited in:; an;accolib.t.·which is 'hereby established in the 

8 Treasury; and': su.ch'proceeds:are> hereby appropriated to 

'9: carry out ,the; putposesbf this; 'proviSO ,and shall be held 

·:1(} :ihtrustby,theSecretaryo£ :the Treasurypending'the entry 

;·lFof.final judgment in s·uchsuit. AllY 'recovery 'Of any clfiim

12 . ant ini,any:such'suit in: ,respect of the, property or ,interest or 

:13 i ;pa:tt thereof. so sold. shall: be limited to thenetptoceeds 

,14 (of ':such sale, or; ifmore than one claimant, then. to each 

, i:150Iaimafit'~; propb"rtionate share of the netproceeas';of such 

; 16 ,sale, 'UIlless 'such:CIaimaht,within'sixty: 'days after.receipt 

::":l7";:"'of:notice. of the "amount'of : the ;netproceedsof sale', or~ if 

ISs"more than one c1ahnant~' then notice; of the amount of claim

19, . ant's asserted proportionate share of the: nek:proceeds of 
. . 

. :20;:::;sale;serves'\upoll the: Attorney General' and files with the 

21, \! c()lirt an .:election: to w~ive all claims to the net'proceeds 

22 and to claim just compensation instead. . If the court firids 

23: i that :the daimanthas established an interest, right, or 'title 

24: in . any, ,property. in respe~t of' which such an election· has 

25 been served and filed, it shall proceed to .detennme',the 

341~;76 ~ 
{;':, ,J . .- ' 
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.. 1 . amount. 'which will constitute just. compensation . for such 


.'2 interest,right, or title, and shall order payment tOJhe claim


. 3 . ant of the amount so determined.. An order~ for the pay

4. ment of just compensation hereunder shall be a judgment 

·.5 . against the United States and shall be payable first from 

. 6 . the net proceeds of the sale' in an aJIlount not to :exceed 

'7' the.amount the claimant would. have received had· he' elected 

· '. 8 . to accept his .proportionatePl:lIt of the· net· proceeds of 

· . 9 the· sale,' and ··the balance, if any,· shall be payable in 'the 

. 10 same manner· as are judgments in cases'· arising under sec

11.: tion 1346 of . title 28, United· States Code.• The:Attomey 

. U General shall,. immediately upon. the entry. of final judg

·13 .' ment,notify' the Secretary of the Treasury of the detennina

·".14 tion by final judgment of the claimant's interest .and right· 

; 15 to the proportionate part of the net proceeds from the sale, 

16 and the final determination by judgmentoftheatnount· of 

· 17 just compensation ·in the event the. ¢laimanthas· .elected 

18' to recover just compensation for the interest in thepropeity 

'•.•. 19.. he claimed}'. 

·20 SEC. 5. The War Claims Act of 1948; as ,amtmded; is 

· 21 .... further amended . by inserting after section ·1 . thereof, : the 

22 . following: "TITLE I".. 

· 23 SEC. 6. The word "Act", wherever it appears in title 1 

· 24 . in reference to the War Claims Act of 1948, as amended, is 

£., .. ' .25 amended to read "title". ,',> 

, I, 

ii, 
i 
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1 SEC. 7. The War Claims Act of 1948, as amended, is 


2 further amended by adding at the end thereof the following: 


3 "TITLE II 


4 ' "GERMAN CLAIMS FUND 


"SEC~ 201. As used in this title the tenn or terms

6, "(a) 'Albania'; 'Austria'; 'Czechoslovakia', 'Germany', 


7 'Greece', 'Poland,' and 'Yugoslavia', when used in their 


8 ' respective geographical senses, mean the territorial limits ' 


, 9 of, each such country in continental Europe as such limits 

existed on December 1, 1937. 

11', " (b) 'Commission' means the Foreign Claims Settle

12 mentCommission of the United States, e~tablished pursuant 

13 ,to' Reorganization Plan Numbered 1 of 1954 (68 Stat. 

14 1279). 

" (c) The term 'national of the United States' includes' 

, 16 (1) persons who are citizens of the United States and (2) 

,17 persons who, though not citizens of the United States, owe 

18 , permanent, allegiance to the United States. It does not 


19, • include aliens. 


"SEC. 202. (a) There is hereby created in the Treasury 

21 of the United States a fund to be known as 'the German 

22 ,Claims Fund. The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized ..... 

23 and directed to cover into this fund $100,000,000 from any 
, . 

24 payments, which, after the enactment of this title, are J:J~..r "" " 
.......,. ...,f_/ 


received by the United States through the' Export-Import 
' 
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. 1 Bank of Washington, or otherwise, from the Federal Republic 

2 of Germany under article I of the agreement between the 

3 United States of America and the Federal Republic of Ger

4 many regarding the settlement of the claim of the United 

" States of America for post-war economic assistance (other 

6 than surplus property) to Germany, dated February 27, 

7 1953. 

. .g "(b) There shall be deducted from the German Claims 

9 Fund 5 per centum thereof as reimbursement to the Gov

. ernment of the United States for the expenses incurred by 

11 the Commission and the Treasury Department in the admin
.... 

12 istration of thIs title. All amounts so deducted shall be 

13 covered into the Treasury to the credit of miscellaneous 

14 receipts. 

"SEC. 203. The Commission is authorized and directed 

16 to receive and to determine according to . the provisions of 

17 this title the validity and principal amount of claims for: 

18 " (a) Physical damage to, or physical loss or destruc

19 tion of property . located in Albania, Austria, Czechoslovakia, 

.. Germany, Greece, Poland, or Yugoslavia which occurred 

21 during the p~riod beginning S~ptember 1, 1939, anq ending 

22 May 8, 1945, as a direct consequence of military operations co 
t!.) 
1"- 23 of war, or of sp~cial measures directed against property 

.,',. .,..,.-4 
Ii;, '\ ~. 24 during the war because of the enemy or alleged enemy char

"'cI"" 

acter of the owner,. which property was owned, directly or 
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. indirectly, by the claimant at the time of such loss, damage 

or destruction. The sale, transfer or assignment of such 

property subsequent to such damage; loss or destruction shall 

not operate' to extinguish any claim of the transferor other

wise compensable under this subsection. If a claim other

wise compensable under this subsection has been assigned 

for value the assig11ee shall be the party entitled to file' a' 

claim under this subsection. 

" (b) Damage to, or loss or destruction of, ships or ship 

cargoes directly or indirectly owned by' the claimant at the 

time such damage, loss, or destruction occurred, which was.a 

direct consequence of military action by Germany during 

the period beginning September <1, 1939,' and ending lfay 

8, 1945. The sale, transfer, or assignment of such ships 

or ship cargoes subsequent to such damage,loss, or destruc-. 

tion,shall not operate to extinguish any claim otherwise 

compensable under this subsection. If a' claim otherwise < 

compensable under this subsection has been assigned the 

assigrieeshall be the party entitled to file a claim under 

this subsection. No award shall be made under this sub

section in favor of any insurer, or reinsm;er as assignee or 

otherwise as successor in interest to the right of the insured. 

" (c) Net losses by insurance companies under war-risk 

insurance' or reinsurance policies or contracts, incurred in'. 

the' settlement of claims for insured' losses of ships or ship 

-,: ..:.. 

3·41769 
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1" cargoes, owned, (1) by natural persons" who were nationals 

2 of the United States at the time of the loss, damage, or 

3 destruction of such ships or ship cargoes and at the time of 

4 the settlement of such claims, or (2) by corporations, 

I "5 partnerships, associations, unincorporated bodies, or other 
I 

6 entities in which at least 50 per centum of the outstanding 

7 capital stock or other proprietary interest therein was benefi

8 dally owned, directly or indirectly, by nationals of the 

9 " • United States at the time of stich loss, damage, or destruc

10 tion and at the time of the settlement of such claims, which 

11 insured losses were a direct consequence of military action 

12 by Germany during the period beginning September 1, 193~; 

13 and ending MayS, 1945. Such net losses shall be deter

14 mined by deducting from the aggregate of all payments made 

15 in the settlement of such insured losses the aggregate of all 

16 amounts received by any snch insurance companies on all 

17 policies or contracts under which the insured was a national 

18 of the " United States or, in" the case of an insured corpora

19" tion, partnership, association, unincorporated body, or other 

20" entity,at least 50 per centum of the outstanding capital 

21 stock or other proprietary interest therein was beneficially 

22 owned, directly or indirectly, by nationals of the United 

23 States. 

24 " (d) Loss or damage on account of the death or injury 

25 of any person who," being then fl civilian national of the 
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1 United States and a passenger on any vessel engaged in 

2 . commerce on the high seas, was injured or killed as a result 

'3 .of military action by Germany during the period beginning 

4 September 1, 1939, and ending December 11, 1941, or for 

5 the loss of, or damage to the property of any civilian national 

.. 	 6 .'. of the United States, passenger on· snch vessel, during' such 

7 period, resulting as a direct consequence of such action. 

8 . A wards under this subsection on account of the death or dis

9 a.bility of anyone person shall not exceed $7,500. An awaid 

10· on account of the death of any such person shall be made only 

11 to or for the benefit of the following persons: .. 

12 " (1) Widow or husband if· there is no child or children 

13 of the deceased; 

14 " (2) Widow or husband and child or children of the 

15 deceased, one-half to the widow or husband and the other 

16 .half to the child or children of the deceased in equal shares; 

17 " (3) Ohild or children of the deceased (in equal shares) 

18 if there is no widow or husband ; and 

19 " (4) Parents (in eqnal shares) . if there is no widow, 

20 husband, or. child. An award on account of disability shall 

21 be made only to the person so disabled, or, in the event of 

22 his death at any time prior to the making of the awar~, to 

23 the persons specified in paragraphs (1) through (4) of· this 

24 subsection in the order so specified. 

25 " ( e) Losses resulting from the removal of industrial or 

, " 

"w.. ~1',:' 

.. 

17 "· ..3,4·· .,.; 
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1 other capital equipment in Germany owned directly or indi

2 rectly hy the claimant on ~lay 8, 1945, and removed for 

3 the purpose of reparations including losses from any destruc

4 tion of property in connection with such removal. If a claim 

5 whioh could otherwise be allowed under this subsection has 

6 .been assigned for value, the assignee shall be the party. 


7 entitled to claim hereunder. 


8 "SEQ. 204. ( a) N o awards shall be made pursuant to 


9 section 203 with respect to the following classes of property: 


10 " (1) Accounts receivable, bills -receivable, records, files, 

11 plans, drawings, formulas, currency, deeds, evidences of debt, 

12 securities, money, bullion, furs, jewelry, stamps, precious 

. 13 	 securities, money, hullion, furs, jeweh'y, stamps, precious and 

14 semiprecious stones, works of art, antiques, stamp and coin 

15 collections, manuscripts, books and printed publications more 

16 than fifty years old, models, curiosities, objects of historical or 

17 scientific ,interest, . and pleasure watercraft and pleasure air

18 ' craft, except that awards may he made with respect to such of 

19 the foregoing items of property as may have constituted· 

20' inventories, supplies or equipment for carrying on a trade 

21 or business. 

22 "(2) Intangible property. 

23 "(b) In determining the amount of an award there 

24 shall be credited aU amounts the claimant has received or is 

.'.) 
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entitled to receive from any source on account of the loss 

or losses with respect to which the award is made. 

"SEC. 205. No claims shall be allowed under this title 

. unless the claimant and all predecessors in interest were-, 

"(a) in the case of a natural person, one who; on 


the date of . loss, damage,destruction, or removal and 


continuously thereafter until the date of filing his claim 

. . . 

. 	 with the Commission pursuant to this title, was a na

tional of the United States, including any person, who, 


having lost United States citizenship solely by reason 


of marriage to a citizen or subject of aforeign country, 


. 	 reacquired such citizenship prior to the date of enact

.ment of this title if such individual, but for such mar

riage, would have been a national of the United States 


at all times on and after the date of such loss, damage, 


destruction, or removal until the filing of his claim; and 


" (b) in the case of acorporatron, partnership, as

socia,tion, unincorporated body, or other entity, one 


which on the date of loss, damage, destruction, 
\ 

or re

. moval and continuously thereafter until the date of pres

entation of its claim was incorporated or otherwise 


organized under the laws of the United States or of any . 


State or Territory thereof, or of the Di~trict of Co~umbia, 


and with respect to which, at aU times between the date 


. " 

• I 
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,I of such loss, damage, destruction, or removal and the 

2 date of presentation of its claim, at least 50 per centum 

3 of the 'outstanding capital stock or other proprietary inter

4 est ip such entity was beneficially owned, directly or 

5 indirectly, by natural persons who could qualify as indi

6 vidual claimants under subsection ( a) of this section. 

7 "SEC. 206. (a) A claim based upon an interest, direct 

8' or indirect, in a corporation or other entity' which could' 

9 'qualify as a claimant under the provisions of section 205 

10, shall not be allowed. 

11"(b) A claim based upon an interest, direct or- indil-ect, 

12 in a corporation or other entity which' could not qualify as 

13, a claimant under the provisions of section 205 shall not 

14 be allowed unless at least 25 peT centum of the outstanding· 

15 capital stock or other proprietary interest in such, entity 

16 has been owned, directly or indirectly, at all times between 

17 the date of such loss, damage, destruction, or removal and 

18 the date of presentation of theclaiin, by natural persons or 

19 "corporations or other entities which themselves would qualify 

20 ',' a's claimants under the provisions of section 205. Any award 

21 under this subsection shall be limited to that proportion of 

22 'the total loss that the capital stock and proprietary interest 

23 o;wned by qualified claimants in-such entity at the time 

24 of the loss, damage, destruction, or removal bears to the' 

,25 total capital stock and proprietary interests. .For the pur
,~ :,' 
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'1 "poses of this subsection the fact that subsequent to the loss, 


2 damage,destruction, or removal of the property there has 


3 been nationalization, confiscation, _or other governmental 


4 seizure of title of the capital' stock or. other proprietary in- '.. 


'5 terest in the' entity directly owning such property shall not 


6 be deemed to have affected the claimant's ownership, direct 


7 or indirect, of such capital stock or other proprietary interest. 


,8 . "SEC. 2'07. Within sixty • days ,after the enactment of 


.9 this title or of legislation making appropriations to the Oom

. 10 mission for payment of administrative expenses incurred in 

11 carrying out its functions under this title, whichever date 

12 is later, the Commission shall give public notice by publica

13' tion in the Federal Register of the time when, and' the limit 

14 of time within which claims may be filed, which limit shall .. 

15 be eighteen months after such publication. 

16 "SEC. 208. The amount of any award based on a claim of . . . 

17 a national of the United Strites other than the national of the 


18 United States by' whom the loss was . originally sustained 


19 shall not exceed the amount of the .Actual consideration last 


20 paid for such claim prior to January 1, 1953. 


21 
. ' 

"SEC. 209. The CoIninission shaH as soon as possible, 


22 and in the order of the making 'of such awards,certify to the 


23 Secretary of the Treasury, in terms of United States cur

24 rency, each award made. pursuant to section 203. 

3417'75

25 USEO• 210. All payments authorized. under section 211 



30 

1 <of Jhis titles4anb~ disbursed exclusively from the German 

2 .' Q]~i:rrlRFun~_andallamouIltscQvered into t.heTreasuty t.o 

:3'Jhf?'~(}redit -of such fundal'e'perma,nently appr()pr~ated for 

4 th~makingof the payments authol'ized un:4er section 211 

5 of· this title . 

.6,HSEO• 211. (a) The Secretary ofthe Treasury is author

7 ,ized.anddirected;· out· of ,the sums cbvered ,into the fund 

··S'~reatedpursuant to section 202, (a) "Qfthis tjtle,.aftermaking 

9 "the deduetionprovided for in section 20~' (b)-of:this title, to 

10,IIlake payments on aCCOl1nt of aw~rds certified by the Coni

11 , mission pur-suant to this title asfoHows and: in the' following 

12 . order-of priority: 

13 ,"( 1) Payment'in full oftheprlloipa,l :aIllQunt of awards 

14 made pursuant to section20B (ar~, ," 

15 "(2) Thereafter, payment in the amount of $1,000 

16 ,or in the principal amount of the awal'd whiehever is less on 

17. \ account of, .t~e other a~ardsmade pursuant to section 203. 

18, _"'.' (3), ThereaJter, .payrn~ntsfrQIIl time . .to t4.ne on ac

19:. collnt o~the, unPcaid princ~palof th~ r¢maining awards made 

20 pursuant:to section 20~in, an amount which shall-be the, same 

2:1., ':foreachiiwar~ or in the amount ,of: the unpaid principal of 

22" ~lle ,awa.rd whichever is less. The total payments made pnr

23 '"suant to paragraph- (2) and . this paragraph on account of 

:~vtt~r-(J~:24 any award shall not exceed $10,000. 
I ( 'f , ,~; ~~ •• 

~, ~"I 25,." J4L'J:hereafter,payments from time to time on ac
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1 eoqnt of the unpaid principal of each remaining awa.rd made 

2 pursuant· to 'stjction:20B which shallbefl;r. t9 sllchuppaid 

.~'l)rinQipaI: tht') ~alne.proportion as .the.totalnmount hI: the . 

4 fnnd available for distribution 'at the.time s)lGhpayments 

5 '.arernadebears to the aggregate unpaidprincipaLof all such 

'6 awards. 

7 ..' ... " (b) Such; payments, ahd' applications' for' such pay'" 

8·.' ments, shall be. made in accordance' with . such regulations 

Q. as. the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe. 

10·' 'H (c)' }"or the purpose of makillg i1nysuch payments, 

11 other than under section 211 (a)' " (1), ari 'nwurd'shall be' 

12 . deemed to inean the aggregate of-aU awards certified in favor 

13· of the same .claimant. .' 

14 " ( d) With respect· to any claim which, at the time 6f, 

15 the award, is vested in persons other .than the person by 

16. ,yhom the loss was sustained, the Oommission may issue :a 

17 . eonsolidatedaward iIi favofof aU c1aimantsthen entitled 

l~.·,thereto, .which award shall indicate the .respective interests. 

19 . of such claimants therein; and alL,sllch claimants shall .. par-· 

20- tieipate, inpropoi'tiori to their. indicatedinterests, in the pay

41 inents provided. by this section in aU: respects, asjf the.award·. 

22 .. :hadbeeri in favor of a :single person.: 

23 .," (e) If,. :with respect to any award certified, theSec-;· 

24 '.' retary of the. Treasury deems it necessary or desirable to 
';·1 '" 

25.• , defer any payment on account thereof, he is authorized "to' 
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1 defer such payment upon the creation of an adequate reserve 

2 therefor; and thereupon payments maybe made on account 

3 of all other awards as above provided, in all respects as if 

4 such deferred payment had been made. 

5' "SEC. 212. Payment of any award pursuant to this title i 
, 

' 
I 

. 6 shall not, unless such payment is for the full amount of the 

7 '. claim, as' dete~ed by the Commission to be valid, with 

8 respect to which the award is made, extinguish such claim, 

9 or be construed to have divested any claimant, or the United 

10 States on his. behalf; of any rights against any foreign gov

11 ernment for the unpaid balance of his claim. 

12 "SEC. 213. The action of the Commission in allowing' 

13 or denying any claim under this title shall be final and con

14 clusive as to all questions of law and fact and not subject to 

I 15 review· by any other official of theUnited States or by any 

16 coqrt by mandamus or otherwise, and the Comptroller Gen

. 17 eral is authorized and directed to allow credit in the accounts 

18 of any c~rtifying or disbursing officer for payments in accord-, 

Hl ance with such action. 

20 "SEC. 214. There is authorized to be appropriated such 

21 sums as may be necessary to enable the Commission and the 

22· Treasury Department to pay their administrative expenses .. 

,23 incurred in carrying out their functions under this titie. 


341,n~,· ·7H·\ 24 "SEC. 215. No remuneration on account of services 

, ~, J '. 
l • • ,_.). " ,~, > ',' 

25' rendered on behalf of any claimant in connection with any 
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1 claim filed with the Commission under this title shall exceed 


2 10 per centum of the total amount paid pursuant to an 


3 award certified under the provisions of this title on account 


4 of such claim.AJiy agreement to the contrary shall be un

. 5 "lawful and void. Whoever, in the United States or else

6' where, demands or receives, on account of services so ren. ' 

7 , dered, any remuneration in exeess of the maximwn per

8 mitted by this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 

9 and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than 

10$5,000 or imprisoned not more than twelve months, or both .. 

11 "SEC. 216. If any person to whom, any payment is 

12 to be made pursuant to this title is deceased, or is under a 

13 'legal disability,' payment shall be made to his legal repre

14 sentative, except that if any payment to be made is not 

15 over $1,000 and there is~no qualified executor or adminis

16 . trator, payment may be made to the person or persons found 

17 by the Comptroller General to be entitled thereto, without 

18 the necessity of. compliance with the requirements of law 

19 with respect to the administration of estates. 
, ' 

20 "SEC., 217.N0 award shall be made tmder this title to 

21 or for the benefit of any individual who voluntarily, know

22. ingly, , and without· duress, gave aid to or' collaborated with 

23 or in any manner served any government hostile to the 

"'34t7~{924 United States during World War II. 

25 "SEC. 218. To the extent that they are not inconsistent 
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I, with ,any provisions of this· title, the following provisions 

20f titlel shallb.e 'applicable t6 this title: The 'first two sen

.	,3,-, ,tencesof-subsection . (b) '., of section 2; subsection . (c ) 'of 

'4 section 2; and section 11. . 

. 5 "SEC. 219.-TheCommissionshallcomplete its affairs 


6 in corinection with the settlement of claims pursuant to this 


7 title not later than<five years following the enactment of 


, 8 legislation making appropriations .... to theCoIIlImssio:t1 for 


9 payment of administrative expenses inculTed in carrying out 

10 its functions under this title. Nothing in this provision sha.ll 

11 ' be construed to limit the life of the Commission, or its author~ 

12, , ity to act ~ith respect to other categOlies of Claims which may 

13 be effected m:ider the provisions of this Act .. 

14 ' "SEC. 220. The Secretary of State is authorized and 

15 directed to transfer or. otbarwise make available· to the 

. 16 ' Commission such records and documents ·:relating to. claims 

17'authorized by thi~ Act as m~y be required by the Conmiission 

18 in carrymg out its functions under this Act.· ' 
". 	 . ,~. 	 , 

19 "SEC. 221. To the extent that they are- not inconsistent 

20 . with any provisions; of this • title', the following provisions . 

21 of the Intemational Claims Settlement Act- of'1949 shall be 
. . ' . 

22 applicable to this title : Subsections (0), (d), (e) ,and (f)' 

23 of section 7." 
. "'9 I~ ~ :.~·s:.Q.i
1 r ~~.~~I,.:, ;.. . 
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J SEC. 8. If any provision of this Act, or the application 

2 thereof to any person or circumstances, shall be held invalid, 

3 the remainder of the Act, or the application of such provision 

4 to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected. 

" ; 
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A BILL 

To amend the Trading With the Enemy Act, 

as amended, and the War Claims Act of 1948, 
, as amended. 

By Mr. BOSCH 

JUNE 22, 1955 

Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
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84'ruCONGRESS H R 69711ST SESSION ' ' 
, . . 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JUNE 22, 1955 


Mr. BOSCH introduced the following bill ; which was referred to the Com

mittee on Interstate andFo~ign COlllmerce 


A BILL 

To authorize the Attorney General to dispose of the remaining 

" . .' . 

assets seized under the Trading With the Enemy Act priOr 

to December 18, 1941. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

'2' tives of the 'United States of America in Oongress assembled, 

3 That the Attorney General,notwiths'tanding any provisions 

, '4 to' the 'contrary in the Trading With the Enemy' Act, as 

, I5 amended, or the Settlement of War Claims' Act of 1928, as I 

i 

'6 amended, is authorized and directed as soon as practicable 

7 ' after the date of enactment hereof

8 (a) to transfer to the Secretary of the Treasury, 

, '9 ' for deposit in, the mi~~el1aneous receipts of the Treasury 

10 all cash credited, or which may' hereafter be credited,' 

I :: l ... " 

~ . 
341782 
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1 on the books of the Attorney General in the following 

2 accounts maintained with respect to property or interests 

3 acquired by the United States prior· to December 18, 

4. 1941, under the Trading With the Enemy Act, as 


5 amended: 


6 ( 1 ) Trust Numbered 47667, Consolidated U n


7 claimed Balances Account ; 


8 (2) Trust Numbered 47669, Unpayable Balances 


9 Account; 


10 ( 3) Government Earnings-.Interest Account; and 

11 (4) Undistributed Income-Interest Reserve; 

12 (b) to transfer to the Secretary of the Treasury the 

13· .. assets, other . than cash, credited on the books ~f the 

14 AttOlney General in Trust Numbered 47863, German 

15 claimants, maintained with respect to property or inter

16. ests acquired, by the United States' prior, to December 
, . " " . 

}7, .' 18,1941, underthe Trading With the Enemy Act, :as 
.,', '. 

18 amended... The Secretary of the Treasury shall, if pos-·, 

19 . sible, liquidate such assets and deposit the net proceeds 
, 1 . . , . '. . . 

20 of their liquidation in the German, Special Deposit Ac

21 count created under section 4 of the Settlement of War 

22 . Claims Act of 1928. The Secretary of the Treasury 

23 is authorized in his sole discretion at any. time to abandon 
" 

24 , or destroy any asset transferred to him pursuant to this 

341783 




.1 subsection upon his. determination that such asset has n:o 

2 value or a value less than the cost of its liquidation; L' 

3 . (c) to transfer to the Secretary of the Treasury the 

4 cash credited on the books of the Attorney General in 

5 . Trust Num bered6179, Osterreichisch U ngarische Bank, 

6 ' Vienna, maintained with respect to propelty or interests 

7 acquired ~y the United States.' prior to December 18, 

8; '.1941, under the Trading With the· Enemy, Act, :as 

9 amended.. Such cash sha1l be carried with· the Treasury 

10 in accounts in . the names of Czechoslovakia,· Rumania,' 

11 and Poland blocked in accordance with Executive Order 

12 8389 of April 10,1940, as amended.:-' The respective 

13 . amounts to be credited to the three accounts shall be 

14 ;. certified to the Secretary Df the Treasury by the Attorney 

15 . General; 


16 (d) to transfer to the Secretary of the ,Treasury the 


17 . cash credited on the books 6f the Attorney General ill 

18 the following. accounts maintained with respect to prop"; 

19 . erty or interests acquired by the United States prior to 

20 December 18, .1941, under the Trading With the Enemy' 

21 Act, as amended: 

22 . (J) . Trust Numbered 47675, Polish claimants; 

23(2) Trust Numbered 47677, Czech claimants~' a;p<l 
\ . 
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1 (3) Trust Numbered 47687, Bulgarian, Hungarian, 

2 and Rumanian claimants. 

3 Such cash shall be calTied with the Treasury in acco.unts 

4 in the names o.f perso.nscertified to. the Secretary o.f the 

5 Treasury by the Atto.rney General .. to.. be claimants 

'... () thereto.. The respective amo.unts to. be credited to. these 
.,", 

';"'.7 acco.unts shall likewise be certified' to. the Secretary. o.f 

8 the Treasury by the Atto.rney General. TheSecretary 

9 o.f the Treasury shall maintain these acco.unts subject to. 

10 pro.o.f o.f claim satisfacto.ry to. him submitted' by any' 

11 claimant in who.se name any acco.unt is carried, o.r by the 

12 successo.rs in interest to. such claimant: Provided, That 

13. amo.unts determined to. be paya,ble upo.n pro.o.f o.f claim 

14 shall be subject to. such applicable blo.cking regulatio.ns 

15 issued under Executive Order 8389 o.fApril 10, 1940, 

'16 and amendments thereto., as shall remain in fo.rce at the 

,:,17 time;'and 

i 
I 18 (e) to. transfer to. the Secretary o.f the Treasury, 
i 

19 pending the ultimate dispo.sitio.n thereo.f, the participat

20 ing certificates issued to. the Alien Pro.perty Ousto.dian

21 0.1' the Atto.rney General pursuant to. sectio.n .25 o.f the' 

22 r:erading With the Enemy Act, as amended. 

23 . . SEC. 2. (a) No. perso.n shall have any claim to. any cash: . 

24 0.1' o.ther assets transferred by the Atto.rney General to. the 

~:41'7852; Secretary o.f the Treasury pursuant to. sectio.n 1 except per-i .. , 

http:regulatio.ns
http:successo.rs
http:satisfacto.ry
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1 sons claiming cash transfelTed pursuant to subsection (c) or 

2 (d) thereof. 

3 (b) The cash or other assets transfelTed by the At

4 torney General to the Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to 

5 section 1 shall not De liable to lien, attachment, garnishment; . 

6 trustee process or execution, or subject to any order or de

7 cree of any court. 

S SEC. 3. The Trading With the Enemy Act, as amended, 

9 is further amended by striking paragraph ·15 of subsection 

10 (b) of section 9. 

11 SEC. 4. The word "person," as used herein, shall 'be' 

12 deemed to mean an individual, partnership, association, or 

13 . other unincorporated body of individuals, or corporation 

14 or .body politic. 

, .. f ••~ • 

, .' 3 jFl··~'9.C':1'4 \)V 
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A BILL 

To authorize the Attorney General to dispose 

of the remaining assets seized under the 
Trading With the Enemy Act prior to De

. cember 18, 1941.. 

By Mr. BOSCH 

JUNE 22,1955 


Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
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84TH CONGRESS 
...' .. 2D SESSION '·5.3763 


IN .THE SENATE OF THEUNITED~ STATES'.. 

. . , . MAy 7,1956' . . ;; 
.M:;r. LA.N.GER introduceli the following bill; which was read twice and referred . 

to' the· Dommittee ·on the Judiciary . . . :;~ 

[ 
A BILL 


. . 

To:,pl'()vide for the return of certain property held by the Unite~ 

:t;ta.:tesunder the'rra.ding With the Enemy Act, and fQr 
t: ~.. , 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and :House of Representa1 , . .. ' 

2ti1)es of the United States of America in Congres~ assembl~~~ 
y 

3 Tha.t this Act may be cited as the "Alien Property Olaims 
" ... , ... 

4: Act of 1956". 


5 DEFINITIONS 


6 
 SEC.' 2. As used in this 'Act

7 . (a) The terms "enemy" and "'person'; have'the same 

8 . meaning as when ·usedin the' Trading-With the Enemy Act 

9 50 U. S. C., App. 1) ; 
..,: ,. "~, ':j~" ~.~ .~." .. ; " !, :1,~\ ", '~1."1 

.(b) The term "vested property" means any . property, . 10 

341788 
.. 
. " 
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1 or any interest therein, ,vhich has been transferred to or 

2 vested in the Alien Property Oustodian or the Attorney 

3 General pursuant to such Act; 
" , 

4 ( c ) The term "o\VIler' , when used in relatiori.to any 
. . ' '. 

5 vested property, means the owner of' such property as of 

6 the time of the transfer thereof to, or the vesting thereof in, 

7 AlleIlPropertyOiistodiuI{ ()r'theAttorney General; 

8 (d) The term' "tntnsfei'ee';, 'when used in. relation' to 

any vested propertyi means anypersori to whom such prop


erty has ,bee:rt transfe~l~~d by )lls~rume,J:l~ or conveyance ex


ecuted after the vesting thereof by any citizen of the United 
 r 
I 

rStates, or by any partnership, corporation, oi association. 
I 

I
organized uiider the laws of the United Statmror.any State 

'th~reof, who at the time of s~lCh vesti~g "\V~s the o'Wner of ' 
. '. . 

(e) The term "security" mea:~s any ~hare, of stock or 

other evidence of ownership,. and, any . ~vidence of ind~bt~d-, 

18 . ness, of' any corporation or other organized. business enter
". 

19 prise; 
!" ,. 

20 (f) The term "United States" includes the United' . ~ ", 
\' .. 
u 

21 States Government, any department or agellcy thereof, and 
.' ~ ". ". ' .' ~,:;' '. ,,~.., ". ... . . . ." ,. " . ., ,,--, ,. '. . "J ..1. \ " . 'i:'i 

22 .an;y officer or, employee of such , Government,d~partment, 
" ," .... : : : .I}.i . .., " ".'. :~';:; :" . ::;3 ' ':'''. 

23 or agency; 
.'., ,' ., 

24 , (g) The term "Russia;n Zone of Occupation of Ger
~ . "'; , r. ': 

25 mani' mean!;) that part of Germany which is subject to , 

http:relatiori.to
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1 occupatio:n by .the Union of SovIet SoCialist Republics, and. 

2 the sector of the city of Berlin occupied by the Unio.n of 

:3 Soviet Socialist Republics; and .' 

(h) .The term "Commuriist-::doininatedcountry" means 

.5 any country, other than Austria and the countries named 

6 in, section 4 .(b) , which is occupied by the Union of Soviet 

. 7 SocialistRepublicsoris'govern~d by individuals who are' 

·8·' members ofthe Gommunist movement. 

,RETURNS ,:..~UTIIORIZED 

10 . SEC; 3~ (a) Notwithstanding any provision of theTrad~ 

, 1~ .', ing With the Enemy Act, the AttornejrGeneral is authorized: 

12,' and directfld, subjoot'Jo the provisions .ofthis Act, to return. 

13 . vested property.un;derthiscllstb'dy: or .. contr()l to-. ',.' 

14 .•·....(f) the:owher:thereQf,'u',Such Owner i8:not, an:(f 

15 sir1ce the vesting of:. such, pl~op.ertyhal3;·not been, an' 

16, '. en¢my .alien; 

17· (2) .the' tr~nsf~ree . thereof" if such ·transferee is' a;ti 
, . 18I individual; .. or ..a, religious, .•. charitaple, ·educ~.tional,· ·6r 
i· 

19 ...... .phiJaifthropic " c91'potation. QI associa.tion, :notwithstand~·· 

20, . '.' .ing tltGfacttht1.t such·i114iv,i~ualll1a,ybe~.eitizen, or thE? 
'. . " 

21 •.......•. ~ ft.tQt:tli~t SUell :corpOrfttioI19r-)l~$ociatiQ:rlIl1ay .be organ~~ 

22, : . '.' '. i2;ed qr' opera tir~g uIl.4er,the :1a"':8, :QtilIlX,country which: 

23 has been at war with the United S,tate.s,.~t:'~ny time: 

'since December,7 ·,1941- or ,.. : " "H 

.,.. -... .. . ... , -', '." ' ..", 



4 

1 • ' ", (3) any successor in interest to any such trans

,2 "< ,.feree. ' 

3 (b) If the property claimed under suosectioh . (a) ,con

4 .sisted at the time of, its vesting in whole or ,in part of se

5curities ,which, while held by the United States, have been 

6 cancelled, surrendered,' exchanged, or otherwise, transferrea, 

7,: changed, or amended; pursuant to any consolidation, merger, 

8 or other integration of the assets represented by or secm-hig 

9 

10 

such securities with any other, vested property, and tIle 

propei-ty or enterprise so consolidated or merged is in th'e: 
.. 

11cnsto~y or control of the United States, tbeclaiIIlant en-'

12, titled to the return of such securities shall be' entitled to.2i: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18, 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

( 1) the reconstitution, at the expense of the United: 

States, of, the business enterprise by which such secuti-' 

"": ties. originally were issued; 

( 2) the transfer to such enterprise of aU assEit~: 

". possessed by it at the time of the~esting of its property,' 

together with all increase thereof;' and 

(3) ,the issuance to' the claimant of securities of 

the enterprise so reconstituted having the same terms 

and conditions and the same relative 'value as those of 

, ',the 'securities held 'by the claimant in the original 

'enterprise. ' 

, (c) If any property 8ubjecLto teturnunder subsection 

(a) no longer is in the custody or control of the United 

i 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I' 

I 



.1 .' rState~, the, claimaIit eI.1#tled tosuchJetlJ~n~hall·be" entitled+- '. .. 

2 (1) if a citizen or national, or. a partnership, cor

3 poration, or association organized and existing under the 

4 laws, of the United States or any country neutral or 

5, . allied with· the United States' duting. WorldWar II, to 

6 ~ . receive in lieu thereof a sum equal to the fair value of 

7 e.. . such property at the, time: oLthefiling· of Sllch claim 

.8 .. ,'.. therefor ,under' this Act; or 
I 
I 
I .9 . (2) . if any other person, to receive· in lien . thereof 
\ .. 10, .~ s~ equalto . the amount of the proceeds received by 
~ 
.i.
~, 11 the United States for such property . "., :,;" 

': ...'12 ..I '. 'RETURNS ~ARREn. 
' 

I,
i 

13 SEC. 4.;No return ;of:any;pmperty shall be made under 

14 ,t4is .Act to theclaim~ntthereof. if such; claimant is a,n 
15 . individual who- " 


16 
 (a) has been 'convicted by th(3 International MaiL 

17 tary Tribunal, or by any military court or tribunal 'of 

18 .. . the United States, of any w~r, c~ime or crime against 

19" ,humanity; or' 

20 " (b)" is residing in the Russian Zone of Occupatioii 

21 of. Germany, German territory.under provisioI.1al admiH:.:. 

22 i&t~ation by Poland or ·the ,Union of Soviet Sociali~t 

23 Republiqs, or in Albania, Bulgaria,Oommunist China; 
24 . 

Czechoslovakia, ,Hungary" Poland,Rnmania, or tb~ 

S.3763-2 • l t' 'f~t .\"'L 

• , ~" ~ J ..,.., t, oj 

341792 



1 ....... 'Uhion of Soviet . Socialist Republics,' or in allyoth{~r 

"2' . 'Communist-domiliate"d, country~ ,'. 

'3 PROOF: OF .CLAIMS 

4 SEc.5~(a) Ill'anyproceeding under this Act-· 

5 (1) a prima facie case for return to any individufal 

6 ". clalinantshaJJ' exist upon ashowing by s11'eh individlfin" 

:7,'. , . that . ( A )he '-Was' the;' Qwnerof record of the' prop~rfy 

8 claimed at the time:· of its vest.ing; and (E) he is .ea 
. . .: . . . . .'. 

9".' cItizen of the United States; or that he ,vas not at the 

10 time of such vesting or: at any tiine thereafter im ene~'y 

11 . alien; 

12 . (2) . anypatty a]Jeging:that a claimant is barr~d 
. . 

13 . from' return . by the. provisions, of ·section 4' shall have 
. . . . . 

14 'the bllrd~n; of establishing such allegation :hyproof;:with- . 

15 . out benefit of any presumption as to 'owriership, . cOhtro}; 

16; , residence; ornationali'ty;and' 
. .' 

i 
L 

17 : :( grin ariy''dairridor'the ret~rn of pI'operty owned 
, 

18, by·a partnei'ship;corporation, orasso~iationin which 

19 it' is shown that any share in suchtmierprise w~s owned 

20'" by 'persorls' barred from' return by" the' provisions of 

21 . section 4, return with respect to such prop~rty may. be 

22: .. limited to perso'ns' not so . barred, in proporti~n to the' 

23-: . . share in such enterprise o~ned by them, u'nless such 

24 divi'sion '. would: impair the operational capacity or va1he 

25 . , .. ", '; ,,~,of. such property. 

I 



Ii 
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'1 .. ,..(b) For the purposes of this. Act, no individual claimant 

2 . shall be deemed to be an enemyalienif'such'individual (t). 
3 at the time of assertion of his claim is a,cit~zeri of the United 

4 States; or (2) 'at the time of assertion'of such claim is, arid 

5, at the' time of v(lsting of the property claimed was; 'a' citizen 

,6 or national' of a nation or natiollswhich atillltimes since 

7 December 7, 1941,have maintained diplomatic relations with 

8 theUnited States~ •.. " ", 

9 \ (c) For the purposes of this Act, no claimant which is:':a 

10 partnership, corporation, or association shall be deemed to he 

" " :11 an enemy alien if- . 

12 ( 1) such enterprise was' organized and exists under 

.13 the laws of the ·United States or of any nation which at 

14 alltimes since December 7, 194(has maintained di:p~ 

15 lomatic relations with the United States; and 

16 (2) . it share of the ownership thereof not less th~ri 

1,7 51 per centum has been held, at the time of the vesting 
'. . r."18, of its property and at all times since December 7 , 194'1, 

19 by
20· (A) individuals' who were; citizens of the United 

, , 

21. States, or of any' nation which at all times since 

22 December 7, 1941, has maintained diplomatic r~la~ . 

23 . tions with the: United States, or 

.24 .(BJ enterprises organized and existing under 

25 
the laws of the United States or any, such nation, (3'4;1."7':9'. ',' ; 

, ' 'I~ )'4'
.' .' 1'.. ~ d j >i , 



1 . i riot less than' 51p'er 'cent.um of the ownership of 

2 which. was held by citizens of the United States or 

3 of any'such nation. 

4 ADJUDICATION OF CLAIMS' 

5 SEC. 6.. (a) Notwithstanding· any provision:of the 

6 Trading . With the Enemy Act, aCtion against the.United 

7::. ,States for the .return of: any property under this.Actmay
,',", 

8 be filed in any district court of the Unit~d:States-': . 

9 , (1 ) within two ye,ars after the ,date!ofenactmeIit 

10 of this Act by·· any: person of aJly,class. desGxibedin sec;: 

11 tion 3 (a) of this Act; and .' 


12,.... (2) within four years after the date of enactment 


.' 

" 

13 .'. of this,Act by the grantor ofanypropertytransfelT~d . 

14, .... to,any,re]igiou~,:,ch¥itable; educatiQnaL orphllanthropic I 
15I' corporation or association of the kind described in se;c" 

16 .' .·.tion 3 (8,);. (2)' .. of· this . Act, if within: t)"fo years after 

17·'.>'; , .. the '.date, :of . enactment of this: ACtll0,a.ctij)ll. for the 

18, . .. ',returnof:sllch.: prop~rty has'Ptlflll,)nstitute,d.: under this 

19 . Act by such corporation or association or an:Y'i)successbl' 

20: ~:: '.. .. in 'interest thereto; Qr 

21 , 
'.'. i (3)· i( a final ;deteIm~nation aclvers{l,tp the c1aima:6t 

22. . ;':has:,heen made in any such action institllted by such 

23 corporation or as~ociatiQni 'l!T' any' spcce~sor in inteh;;st 

24 thereto; by such grantorwith~nf01lf'years after· the date 

~5" ,of enactment of this Act, orwith,in: t:w.o years aftE+ 
':",' ,.rQ;41~1·95t _~~I':'f' ," 



9. 


1" the entry of'such a,dveI'se final determination, whichever 

2 . ,period is. the longer; 

3.·.· (b ) ..,In .any such action, upon application'. made by any 

4 party alleging any claimant to be barred . .from' return By 

5 the provisions of section 4 and a showing by such party 6f 

6 necessity, relevance, and materia]ity, such claimantrnay he 

7 required-:' 

,8," '~~'..... '( 1)-' if 'an individual,: to appear . before , the court to 
9 '.' give testimony; or 

10 .. . (2) if a partnership, corporation,or~ssociation, tf) 

11 pr.oduce h~fore the court 'to give testimony-any member; 

1,2.~: ..... officer,~ordirector thereof rand' . 

13 (3) to produce before the court for examination ancI 

14,' .. >:.' : .. useinsuchactiQnany doctimentaryevidence, *hich sucl{ 

15 '.claim~nt can produce lawfully throughcivi1legal: proce~s 

16 Or proceedings invoked o:rtakenun:der the law ,of tne, 
.:<:-' 

17·· . ' .. place where such documeIitary evidence is situated .. '. 


1.$ Upon' failure of any claimant to cOmplywith:~nysuch r~~' 


19 quirenie:nt, the court.,maY stay 'proceedings iIi such.action;· ariif 


2Q : may:dismiss such '-actioIl' '·if: ·such .: COinpliance.isn.otgIvell: 


21 within a reasonable time, except that nosucliaction.shall oe~ 


2.!? ::dismissed. 1£ ••.. slichtailo..te is occasioned' by'circumstances be

23.. ·yond the control of the daimant '. 


24 ' ... (cJ'!! iiiahya:ctioninstituted;un:de.rthis~Act'itjs~deter~' 


25 mined that any claimant (other than a claimant of the 
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.1· . classes described in ''section 3 (c) '(1 ).). is entitled totne 

2 return of any property, the court.in its discretion may allow 

?',.toJhe United States a reasonable charge for the administnl

',4 tion .', of, such property.. Such charge shall not e~ceed, 20 

5 . per centum of (1 ).the fair, value ofthe property returned, 

.. 6 .... or.{ 2). the sum a wa,rded in lieu 6f the. return of such property. 
'.' ,,, " 

. 7 . ACTION UNDER OTHER PROVISIONS OF LAW" 

i.~ .• ", ...: SE,Q., 7.:. (it) 'No'clairrL,assertedby 'any: 'personunder 

9 this Act for the return of , any vested property shall be barred, . 
. '. . . 

10 ,or' stayed by. reason of the institution,'pendancy, or final 
. . 

11:,'dete.:rmin_atiouof. any~dl11inistrativeor,ju'dicial,p~oceeding' . 

12· under any other provision:of law for :the ,.return ,of the same'· 

13:~ prOPerty to thesarneperson';, ",' 

14 . (b) If any person hilS:; been granted or has. received . 

15 .by adjFldication, compromise or settlement any return upon 

16; I1nyclaim' made with'respecttoany vested property in any 

17 sU9hproceedinglmderanYDtherprovisionoflaw, allY return 

18 . ..Qf or witpr{lspect to such,pr:opei~ty~ade '.under this Acfshall. 

19.. be redlICed to suche~tent,.as. the., CQurt ..' shall' determine to' 

~q :,?,e:·t!;pp~c:)prifl:te'tQ ()ffsetthe: ;retui'n':made: undersuc9:other 

21 .' proyi~ion of law; . 

~.~ ".: .', (cJNc:)v~stedpfQpeIiy undef the... custody or.control 

23 of the United States shal,lbe d~sp()sea of by sale. Ol~o~her-. 

24 ,}vi~e,: :or returned to any'. person 'UAder, any other provision 

http:suche~tent,.as
http:court.in
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1 of law, except 111 conformity with the provisions of this 

2 . Act;---: 
. . 

3 ( 1) for a period of one year a.fter. the' date of en~ . 

4 a.ctment of this Act ; or 

. 5 (2) if within such period action for the return of 

. 6 such' property is filed under this Act, until the finfl.l 

7 determination of such action~ 

n . '\,', 
:,1 

, :. 

,.":.: .. 

34:1798 
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84TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION 5.3763 

;)'~ .~' 

A BILL-..1; 

To 	provide for the return of certain property 
held by the United States under the Trad
ing With the Enemy Act, and for other pur
poses. 

By Mr. LANGER 

~Uy 7,1956 


Read twice and referred' to the Committee on the 

Judiciary 
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.84TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 7785 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

. JULY 30,1955 

~r< YOUNG iritroduc:ed the foll0wing bill; which was referred to the Com· 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commel;ce . 

. 

.; ' .. 

A BILL. 
For the relief of F.riederike Strachwitz. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2 t'ivesof the United States of America in Oongress assembled, 


3 That the President, or the -officer or agency designated "by 


4 . him pursuant to. the provisions of section 32 of the Trading 


5 With the Enemy Act (U. S. C., title 50, App. sec. 32) 


6 shall, notwithstanding the provisions of the Trading With 


7 the Enemy Act as amended (50U. S. C., App. land the 


8 following), transfer and deliver to Friederike Strachwitz . 


9 any right, title, interest, or property in or ofthe said Friede
, 

-I 

10 rikeStrachwitz as was vested in or. transferred to the Alien. iI 
Ii 

11 Property Custodian or the Attorney General, in accordance II 

12 with the provisions of the Trading With· the Enemy Act, as 

III 

34-.17'99;
' .'. 

, 
I 



" 

2 


1 ~mended, and Executive Order 9095, as amended, by vest

2 .ing order numbered 32, dated January 6, 1943: P1'ovided, 

3 That said Friederike Strachwitz files a claim therefor with the 

4 Attorney General6r 'other such officer as the President may 

5 direct within sixty days next succeeding the enactment of 

, 6' this Act: And provided further, That, notwithstanding the 

,7 other provisions Of this Act, no return hereunder shall be 

8 made by the President, or otherwise, of the moneys already 

9 paid periodically, as i~come to a trust under the aforesaid 

10 vesting order to the Alien Property Custodian or the Attor

11 ney General by the JJnionTrust Company of the District of 

12 Columbia: And provided further,' That no part of the 
, " 

13 ,amounts released under this Act in excess of 10 per centum 
, , .. 

14 thereof sl~al1 be paid or delivered t~ or receivedhy any agent 
. ' ' _.. . . 

15· 'or attorney on account' of services' rendered in, connection 
, ',' " , . 

16 'with these ,claims, and the same, shall be up.lawful, any 
. . '..' ., . ~ .~ 

-, ~ .1 : 

17 co~tract to the contrary notwithstanding. Any person vio
".. ,. ." \ . 

18 lating' this Act ~hall' be 'deeni~d guilty of a misdemeanor 
" ' 

19 aItdupon conviction thereof shall be fined ht any sum not. 
. . ... 

20 exceeding $1,000. 
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84TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 
 H.R.7785 

A BILL 
For the relief of F~{ederike'Strachwitz. 

By Mr. YOUNG 

JuLy 30,1955 

Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 


Commerce 
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~~~!2!ESsH. R. 1 0889 

'.: 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 27,1956 

.' Mr.c YOUNG introduced the following bill; which was referred to the. Com
mittee on Interst~te and Foreign Commerce 

A BILL 
,.'..... 

To amend the Trading With the li~neI1}Y" Act., .as amended. 

1 ,Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represe1f~a-

2 tivesof ~he United 8tat~s of Americain Oongressassembl(3d, 

3 That,section 32 (a) (2),(D) of the Trading WitJ~ .,~~e 

4 Enemy Act, as .. amended, is, further am~nded to read;·as 

5 follows: 

6 . "(D) an individual who was. at any time ,af~r 
,,:" 

7 December 7, 1941, a citizen or s~b.jeqt ,<~f (te~'ip,aAY, 
l.,' 

8 • Japan, Bulgaria, Hungary, orRumania,a:nd whoon:·.·.9f 
. ' . . .: '!",; 

9 after December 7, 1941, and priqf to the date of the 
". I .', ; ::):: " , 

10 enactment of thi,s section, was preSeIlt.( other thftn~:iTl 
. .:.' .". ," "'.:. '.: ", . . 
. " 


, 

11 t,he service of the U,nited States)., in the territory of such 
'.: ., .., .... '. '.:' .' 

12 " 
nation or in, ,apy .territory oQcupied by,. the .Illilitary .. ,Qr 

I . "'341802 
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naval forces thereof or engaged in any business in any 

2 

1 

such territory: Provided, That notwithstanding the pro

3 visions of this subdivision (D) return may be made to 

4 an individual who, as a' consequence of any law, decree, 

5 or regulation of the nation of which he was then a citizeri 

, . 6 or subject, discriminating against political, racial, or 
" 

7 religious groups, has at no time' between December 7, 

8, 1941, and the time when such law, decree, or regula

9 tion was abrogated, enjoyed full rights of citizenship 

10 under the law of such nation: Provided further, That, 

11 . notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (0) hereof 

12 and of this subdivisiori . (D) ,return may be made to 

13 ". an individual who at ali times since December 7, 1941, .' 
. . . ,. . 

14 was a citizen of the United States, or who, since the 

'I!) vesting in or' transfer of his property' or Interest to the 

16 Alien Property Custodian has . acquired United: States 
. . . . . . .. 

17' citizenship, or to an individual who, having lost iJnited 
" 

18 States citizenship solely by reason of marriage 
.. " 

toa citi

19 zen or subject of a foreign country, reacquireds~ch 
'20:·· citizenship prior tod:le dafu of enactrneilt of this prov.iso 

'·'21' .. . " if such individua,l wo~d have . been a ' .• cit~en of the 
. 22 ..... 

'. United States at all times since December",],' '1941, but 

23· ...', '; for such ma~riage: Provided fu;ther, That the aggregate 
. .' I , ..-- !", ..:': ,. 

::24; .. b06k •v~lrte 'of' retu.rns 'made pursuant to the foregoing 

;:25;:"i;;·;,,;?,':proviso shall not exce~d $9,OOO,O()O;' and any, return 
, ""',1 '1' 80":) . '" ,:'

! 'f :J', ....;; . 
" . ,I'. ...1 



under such proviso Jnay be made if the book value of 


2 any such' return, tJken together with the aggregate 


1 

. I' .' 
3 book value of return~ already made under such proviso 

4 does not exceed $9,1000,000; and for the purposes of
I '. . . 

5 this proviso the term 'book value' means the value,as 

6 . of the time of vestin ,entered on the books of the Alien 

7 Property Custodian for the purpose· of accounting for 

8 . the property or interest involved ; or". 

9 SEQ. 2. Notwiths,ding section 33 of the Trading 

10 With the Enem:y: Act, aj ~mended, claims under section 32 

11 ..•' (a) (2) (D) thereof, as amended, may be filed not later 

12"than . one' year aft~r the ~ate of enactment hereof. . 
, . .. ! 

. ,;..." 
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841'HCO~GRESS H J RES 2681ST SESSION ' ' '.. .' 

the United 

. IN THE HOUSE fF REPRESEN'l'ATIVES 

. ~ARCH 28, 1955 

~r. RIVF..RS intl'oduced the fol1owillg joint'reso]ution: which waH referred to the 

Committe~ on Foreign Affairs. ' 


JhLY13, 1955 " , 

, The Committee on Foreign Affliilr, discharged, and referred to the Committee 
, on Interstate and Foreign Commerce , ,, , 

, 

l 

JOINT R SOLUTION 
To improve the States with\Vestern 

"'herem; the policy of the nited States has been to admit into 


.,' the, family of nations 1s fonner enemies, primarily Italy, 


" Germany, and ,Japan; ard " 


~Vhereas ,this policy has be~n effectuated as to Italy and Japan 


by concluding peace trehties with them; and 


"'hereas there are now P9~ding agreements to terminate the 

occupation regime in vVestern Germany, to restore its sov

ereignty, and to provo de for its acco,ssion to the N ortll 

Atlantic Treaty; and 

'Vhereas 'Vestern German} and Italy are being. asked to COH

. tribute to~ the defe~se 0' the f~'e.e wor.l~ against theg~'owing 
~pread of comm~msm b~ Pl~ovldmg mthtary forces for NATO 

III the defense of 'Vesterh Europe; and . ' ' 

I 

34.1886 
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Whereas the United States has worked unceasingly since the 

l~st war to promulgate and insure democratic concepts and 

principles in the free countries of the world; and 

Whereas the United States has. encouraged and contributed to 

the ectmomic recovery of· Western Germany, Italy, and 

J apan, and the foreign policy of the United States is predi

cated on a continued and strengthened standard of living and. 

economic development of these countries; and· 

'iVhereas it is the· sense of Congress that diplomatic dis

cussions should be carried on· between the Governments of 

the United States and of Western Germany and of· Japan 

looking toward a solution under. ",h~c~.payment can be 

made by the ITnited States for all property formerly belong
. .' . '. . 

ing to Germany and Japan· and nationals thereof, with ap

propriate adjustments respecting the interest of Americans: 

Therefore be it 

1 .Resolved by. the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Oongress assembled, 

3 That in order to promote the foreign policy of the Uniterl 

4 States by reaffirming our friendship and desire for mutual 

5 cooperation with the free countries of Germany· and J 3:pan, 

6 furthering the economic rehabilitation of these countries, and 

7 reaffirming the position of the Oongress of the United States 

8 in regard to the sanctity of private property in all interna

g tional relations with the free countries. of the world, the 
. . 

. , ." , 

10 Secretary of State is hereby authorized as a matter of grace, 

11 III accordance with .. such procedures as he may prescribe, 



3 


.1 following as nearly as is easible those used as a result of 

2 the Treaty of Peace with Italy, to pay amounts equal in 

3 value to all property and iI terest takell by the United State:; 

4 since December 18, 1941, from Germany or Japan, or any 

5 citizen or subject thereof, or any corporation. or association 

6 organized under the laws t ereof. 

7 . There are hereby aJhorized .to. b~ appropriated such 
. I 

8 sums as may be necessar, to carry out the purposes of this 

9 Act, and some of such aPIlropriations may be utilized in part.. I . 
10 from any funds derived frrm payments. or prepayments that 

11 may be made under. inter~ational agreements relating to the 

12 postwar economic. aid obligations owing by Germany and 

13 .Japan to the United S1lates. Payments authorized here

14 .. tmder shall not be made to East Germanv or the residents 
..' ~ . .' . 

. . 

15 thereof so long as it or the recipients thereof remain under 
. . I . . 

16 Soviet domination or control. . 

: - : 't I)4 

. " 

341808 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
To improve the relations of the United States 

with Western Germany and Japan. ' 

By Mr. RIVERS 

MARCH 28. 1955 


,Referred ,to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


JULY 13, 1955 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs discharged, and 
referred to the CommIttee on Interstate and For- ' 
eign Commerce 
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84"fs~~~~~:!'SS H..f- 7733 

IN THE HOUSJ' OF R.EPRESENTATIVES 

. .JULY 29,1955 '. 

Mr.I-IuDDI.,ESTON introduced the following bill ; which was referred to the Com
mitt.ee on Inteli'Rtat.e and FOl;eign Commerce 

. '. ABILL· . 

To amend section 1 7 of ihe War Claims Act of 1948 so as to 

increase the classes df persons entitled' to receive payment 

. of certain claims und~r s~lCh section, "and. for other purposes. 

1 Be it. enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- . 

2 ""tives oithe United States of America in Congress assembl~d, 
. I "".". 

3 That the second sentence of subsection' (c )of sectIon 17 

4 of the War Claims lot of 1948 (50 App. U. S. C., sec. 

5, 2016 (c)) is amenhed by striking out "to the individual 

6 s!",cified,and in th1drder provided, in subsection (d) of 

7"" section 6 of this Act" and by inserting in lien thereof"" tbe 

; 8·· following: "only to or for the benefit . Of .the following 

.9" persons in the order named: 

I 

3418 i 0i~, I 
I 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

" ( 1 ) widow or husband if there is no child or 

children of the deceased; 

" (2) widow or husband and child or children of 

the deceased, one-half to the widow or husband and 

the other half to the child or children of the deceased 

in equal shares; 
.,.  " (3) child or children of the deceased (in equal 

shares) if there is no -widow or husband; 

" (4) parents (in equal shares) if there is no widow, 

husband, or child; 

" (5) brothers and sisters (in equal shares) if there 

is no widow, husband, child, or parent; and 

"( 6) the next of kin (in equal shares), under the 

laws of the State in which the deceased was domiciled at 

the time of his de~th, if there is no widow, husband, 

child, parent, brother, or sister". 

SEC. 2. SubseCtion (d) of such section is amended to 

reitd as follows: 

" (d) Each claim allowed under this section shall be 

. 	 certified to the Secretary of the Treasury for paymen.t in 

full out of the War Olaims Fund established under section 

13 of this Act." 

SEC. 3. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of section 17 

of the War Olaims Act of 1948, individuals entitled to bene

fits under the prOVISIons of such section may file claim' 

31~81J :~: 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3 


. therefor within one year after the date of enactment of 

this Act. 

SBC. 4. '¥ithin two years after the date of enactment of 

this Act, the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission of the 

United States shall wind up its affairs in connection with 

the settlement of all claims for benefits authorized under the . ,'. ',I

amendments made by this 49t. 

341812 
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84TH CONGRESS H R 7733
1ST SESSION • . • 

A BILL 

To amend section 17 of the }Val' Claims Act of 

1948 so as to increase the classes of persons 
entitled to receive payment of certain61aims 
under such section, and for other purposes . 

. By Mr. HUDDLESTON 

JULY 29, 1955 


Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce 
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84TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 
 H. R. 63 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUARY 5, 1955 • 
Mr. BAILEY introduced' the following bill; which' was referred to the' Com

, mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 

A BILL' 
To amend the War Claims Act of 1948 :with reference to 

. ,claims' arising out of the death of members of the Armed 

,Forces of the United States as the result of enemy action ' 

after cessation of hostilities. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2 tives of the United,States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That the War ClaiIlls Act of 1948 (Public Law 896, 


4 Eightieth Congress) is hereby amended by inserting after 

" \;' 

5 section 6 the following new section:' ": ".. 

6 "ENEMY AOTION AFTER OESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 


7 "SEO. 6A. (a) As used in this section the term 'member 

, ' 

8 of the Armed Forces" means any regularly appointed, en

9 rolled, enlisted, or inducted member of the military, or naval I 
10 forces of the United States. I

I 

I "'341 ,j,';,,', 814 i 
I 
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1 " (b) The Commission is authorized to receive, ac1judi

2 cate according to law, and provide for the payment of any 

3 claim filed under this section on account of the death of any 

4 'member of the Armed Forces as the result of a violation by 

5 any member of the military" or naval forces of Germany 

6 or Japan.of the obligation to cease hostilities in World 'Var 

7 II at the time agreed upon. No claim under this section . 
8 .. shall be foran~mount in excess of $25,000.' Any claim 

9 allowed under the provision of this subsection shall be certi

10 fied to the Secretary of the Treasury for payment out of the 

11 War Claims Fund established by section 13 of this Act. 

.. 12 "(c) .. Claims allowed pursuant to subsection. (b) shall 

13· be payable only to or for the benefit of the persons named in 
, . . 

14 paragraphs (f) to (4) ~ inclusive of section 6 (c) of this 

15 Act." 

~ " . 

" '" 'I 

http:Japan.of
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,84TH'CONGRESS H' R '63
1ST SESSION' •• 

A BILL 
To amend the War Claims Act of 1948 with ref

erence to claims arising out of the death of 
members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States as the result of enemy action after 
cessation of hostilities. 

By Mr. BAILEY 

JANUARY 5,1955 

Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 


Commerce 
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84TH CONGRESS H R '1691ST SESSIO'N ''. .,',' 

'IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUARY 5,1955 ' 


Mr. RAINS introduced the following bill; which was referred to, the Com
mittee ori Interstate and ,Foreign Commerce· \: ' 


!, 

A BILL 
To amend the Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928 'so' thal 


,certain awards of the Mixed Claims Commissio~ 'having Ja 


residual balance of $15,000 or less will be, paid in full im
! . . • 

mediately, and for other purposes . 

. 1 Be it enacted bU the Senate and House of Representa

2 lives of th~ United States of America in Oongress assembled, 
• . ' j' 

" .. ' ~. 

3 That paragraph (8) of section 4 (c) of the Settlement of 


4 ' War Claims Act of 1928, as amended, is amended to read" 

I :', 

5 as follows: 
il 

6 " (8) (A) To pay an amount equal to the, difference Ii 
i 

;I 

7 between-' il 
8 " (i) the aggregate payments authorized by subsec- II 

, , 

9 , tions (b) and (c) of section 2 in respect of each award I.II 

I II 

II 

li 

t! 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 

of the' Mixed Olaims Oommission (and each assignment 

of such an award) not yet fully paid, and 

" (ii) the total of all amounts previously paid in 

respect of such award. or assignment, 

in every case where such difference watl $15,000 or less on 

January 1, 1954; 
" , 

"(B) After all amounts have been pard as. pr~vided in 

subparagraph (A) in respe~t of the awards and assignments 

described tlterein; to pay the sum of$15,OOP iiI respect of 

every other award of the Mixed Olaims Oommission (and 

each assignment of such an award), not yet fully paid, for 

which payments are auth'orized by subsections (b) and (c) 

. of section 2,; 


. "(0) After all amounts have been paid as provided iri 

. . 

subparagraph (B) in respect of the awards and assignments' 

described therein

"(i) to pay (in proportion to the respective resid

ual balances of principal and interest) the. accrued in

terest payable under subsection ( c )of section 2 in 

respect of such awards and assignments, and 

" (ii) after such interest has been p,aid in full, to pay 

(in proportion to the respective residual balances) 
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1 amounts equal to the difference between the aggregate 

2 . payments authorized by subsections (b) and. (c) of 

3 section 2 in respect of such awards and assignments and 

4 the amounts previously paid in respect thereof;" . 

. :'t, { '. 

341819 
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84TH CONGRESS H R 169 
1ST SESSION .'. 

A BILL 

To amend the Settlement of War Claims Act of 

1928 so that certain awards of the Mixed 
Claims Coriunission having a residual bal~ 
ance of $15,000 or less will be paid in full 
immediately, and for other purposes. 

,By Mr. RAINS 

JANUARY 5,1955 


Referred to the Committee on Interstate and ForeIgn 

Commerce 
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84THCONGRESS 'H R 21' 02'1ST SESSION ' • • ' 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUAI:Y 13,1955 

Mr. BOSCH introduced the following biB; which was referred to the Com
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 

'A BILL 
To 	 amend section 32 of the Trading With the Enemy Act 

of 191,7, as amended, so as to permit the return under such 

section of property which an alien acquired, by' gift, devise, 

bequest, or inheritance, from an American citizen. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2 tives of the United States of America in' Congress assembled, 

,3 That section 32 ( a) (2) (D) of the Trading With the 

4 Enemy Act of 1917, as amended, is amended by inserting 

5 before the semicolon at the end thereof a colon and the fol., 

6 lowing: "Provided, That no citizen or national of Germany 

7 or Austria shall, be considered ineligible for a return of any; 

8 snch property or interest or proceeds by reason of this snb

9 division or subdivision (0) if such property or interest or 

VI 

'"a118:Z1 
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1 proceeds wa.s' aequired by such citizen or national of Gel'';' 

. 2 many or Austria from au American citizen or a mother who 

3 at thetime of her marriage was an American citizen, by gift, 

4 devise, bequest, or inheritance, and such citizen or national 

5 of Germany or Aqstria shows hy re1it\ble, probative, and 

6 substantial evidence that he has never been a member of 

7 the Nazi Party". 

, 8 SEC. 2. , Notwithstanding the provIsIOns of section 33 

9 of the Trading With the Enemy Act of 1917, a.samended, , 

,10 a claim for a return based upon the amendment made by 

11 the first'section of this Act }TIay be filed at any time within " 

12 ' three' years after the date of" enactment of this Act: 

i3 Provided, That no part of the amount returned, under the 
.. . " .. ,.' ,., 

14' provisions of this Act in excess of 10 per celltum sh;l11 be 

15 paid or delivered to or received by an agent or 'attorney 

16' on account of services rendered in connection with any 

17' claims for return under this Act and the same shall be 

18 unlawful" any contract to the' contrary notwithstanding. 

19 Any person' violating the provisions of' this' Act shall be 

20 deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon convictionthere'of 

21 shall be fined in any surn not exceeding $1,000. ' 

22 SEC. 3. Notwithstanding, any other provision of law, 

23 "the unpaid claims or unpaid balances of claims of,American 

40'-\ . 

. ;''''3-'''4' 1"\ \Of)" 84.2 : ' , 
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1 citizens against Germany and Austria shall be paid re

2 spectively and forthwith out of undisbursed German and 

3 Austrian enemy alien funds vested in the United States 

4 under the provisions of the Trading With- the Enemy Act 

5 of 1917, as amended. 

: :: 

,. J ," 

..,:, '. 
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84TH CONGRESS H R 2102
1ST SESSION •• 

A BILL 
To amend section 32 of the Trading With the 

Enemy Act of 1917, as amended, so as to 
permit the return· under such ~ section of 
property which an alien acquired, by gift, 
devise, bequest, or inheritance, from an 
American citizen. 

By Mr. BOSCH 

JANUARY 13,1955 

Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce 
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84THCONGRESS ·H·• R·. ·1·7561ST SESSION 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUARY 10,1955 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN introduced the following bill; which was referred. 
to the Committee on Interstate arid Foreign Commerce 

A BILL 
To amend the War Claims Act of 1948, so as to extend the . 

benefi ts of such Act to persons captured or interned by, or 
! 

in hiding from,· the Japanese Government in Ohina during 

World War II. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2 . tives of the United States of America in Oongress assembled, 

3 That section 5 (a) of the 'Var Olaims Act of 1948, as 

4 amended (50 App. U. S. C., sec. 2004 (a)), is hereby 

5 amended by striking out "or while in transit to or from any 

6 such place, or who went into hiding at any such place in 

7 order to avoid capture or interrunent", and by inserting in 

8 lieu the.reof "or in China, or while in transit to or·from any 

9 such place (including China), or who went into hiding at 

I , 341~325 
~ , . . 
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1 . or 11l any such place (including Ohina) in order to avoid 

2 eapture or internment". 

3 SEC. 2. The last sentence' of section 2 (c) of such Act 

4 (50 App. U. S. 0., sec. 2001 (c)) is hereby amended 

5 to read a~ follows: "The limit· of time within which claims 

6 may be filed with the' Oommission shall be not later. than 

7 March 1, 1951, or, in the case of claims filed by or on behalf . 

8 of persons held, captured, interned, or forced. to remain in 

9· hiding ·in Ohina, not later than IVI:arch 1, 1952.". 

JAl' "t: .... ~ P9f:\ 
. °"-0 
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84TH CONGRESS H R 1756 1ST SESSIOl'l •• 

A BILL 

To amend the War Claims Act of 1948, so as to 

extend the benefits of such Act to persons 
captured or interned by, or in hiding from, 
the Japanese Government in China during 
World War II. 

By Mr. AUGUST H.ANDRESEN 

JANUARY 10,1955 


Referred to the Committee on Interstate 8lld Foreign 

Commerce 
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84TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 3608 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY 3, 1955 


Mr. O'BRIEN of New York intl;oduced the follo'wing bill; which was referred 

,to, the Committee on Interstate, and Foreign Commerce 


'. ," 

A BILL 

'ro amend section 9 (n) 	of the, Trading yVith the Enemy Act, 

as amended~ 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-: 

2 tives of the United States of America in Cong1'ess assem,bled, 

3 That section 9 (a) of the Trading 'Vith the Enemy Act, as " 

4 amended, is amended by striking out the period at the end 

5 thereof and inserting in lieu thereof a colon and t~le following: 

6 "Provided further, That upon a determination made by the 

7 President, in time of war or during any national emergency 

8 declared by the Presidept,· 'th~t the interest and welfare of 

9 the United States requires the sale of any property or interes,t 

10 or any part thereof claimed in any suit, filed under this 
, 
" . 

11 subsection and pending on or after the dat~ of enactment of 

I 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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this proviso the Alien Property· Oustodian may sell such 

property or interest or part thereof, in conformity with law 

. applicable to sales of property by him, at any time prior to 

the entry of final judgment in such suit. No such sale shall 

be made until thirty days have passed after the publication 

of notice in the Federal Register of the intention to selL 

The proceeds of any such sale shall be deposited in a special 

account established in the 'rreasury, and shall be held. in 

trust by the Secretary of the Treasury· pending. the entry 

of final judgment in such suit. Any recovery of any claim

. ant in any such suit in respect of the property or interest or 

part thereof so sold shall be limited to the net proceeds of 

.. such sale, or, if more than one claimant, then to each claim-· 

ant's proportionate share of the net proceeds of such sale, 

unless such claimant, within sixty days after receipt of notice 

of the amount of the net proceeds of sale, or, if more than 

one claimant, then notice of the amount of claimant's 

asserted proportionate share of the net proceeds of sale, 

serves upon the Oustodian alid files with the courtan election 

. to waive aU claims to the net proceeds· and to· claim just 

. compensation instead. If the court finds that the claimant 
, , . . ..',: "':'. " 

has established an interest, right, or title in any.property . 
. . . '. 

in respect of which such an election has been served and 

filed, it shall proceed to determine the amount which will 

25. constitute just compensation for such interest, right, or title, 
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1 and shall order payment to the claimant of the amount so 

2 detennined. An order for the payment of just compensation 

3 hereunder shall be a· judgment against the United States and 

4 shall be payable first from the net proceeds of the sale in an 

5 amount not to exceed the amount the claimant would have 

6 received had he elected to accept his proportionate part of 

7 the net proceeds of the sale and the balance, if any, shall be 

8 payable in the same manner as are judgments in cases 

9 arising under section 1346 of title 28, United States Code. 

10 The i\lien . Property Custodian shall, immediately upon the 
". '" " . ,':. 

11<;:~ntryof fi#al jlldgment, notify the Secretary of the Treasury 
. " . 

\: 12"pf the determination by final judgment of the claimant's 
~ ; 

13inte~est a~d right to the proportionate part of the net pro
,I' -'.: • 

1;' 

14 ceed~from the sale, and the final determination by judgment 

15 of the amount of just compensation in the event the claimant 
.. " 

16 ha~· elected to recover just compensation for the interest in 

17 the property he claimed." 

34:1830 
(." ~ ..... 
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84TH CONGRESS H R 3608 
1ST SESSION' •• 

A BILL 

To amend section 9 (a) of the Trading 'With the 

Enemy Act, as amended. " 

By Mr.b'B~~ ofN~; York"" 

FEBRUARY 3, 1955 

Referred t~ the Committee on Interstate and Foreign " 
Commerce 
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84THCONGRESS H R 50981ST SESSION 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 21,1955 

Mr. KILBURN introduced the following bill; which was referred to the .Com
mittec on Interstate and Fore.ign Commerce 

A BI L 

To amend section 32 ( a) of the Trading 'Vith the Enemy Act. 

1 B~ it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representa

2tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That section 32· (a) of the Trading vVith the Enemy Act, 

4 as amended ( 50 Appendix, U. S. C. 32)., is amended by 

5 striking out " (2) . that such owner, and legal representative 

6 or successor in interest, if· any, are not-" and inserting in 

7 lieu thereof a (2) that the person who has filed a notice of 

8 claim for return, is not-". 

9 SEC. 2. The amendment Inade by this Act is effective 
,. 

10 as of December 1, 1954. 

I 



84TH CONGRESS H ··R 5098 
1ST SESSION .'. . 

A BILL 

To amend section 32 (a) of the Trading With 

the Enemy Act. 

By Mr. KILBURN 

MARCH 21, 1955 


Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce 
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84TH CONGRESS . H 
20 SESSION .R.I0889. . '. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REP~ESENTATIVES 

APRIL 27, 1956 


:M:r.YoUNG introduced the following hill; which was refel'l:ed to the Com

mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerc~ 


A.BILL 

.00 amend.' the Trading W~th the J1Jnemy Act. as Ilmend~d. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2tives of the United States of America in Oongr.ess assemb~ed, 
. , .. '. . '. , 

3 That section 32 (a) (2) (D). of tbt: Trading vVith f~e 

4 Enemy A.ct, . as amended, is further amended to read .. as 
• u • • • 

, . 

5 follows: 
.. 

6 . "(D) an indiVidual who was. at any tnne af~~r 

7 lJecember 7, 1941, a citizen or suhject ,of Germany". 

8 J~;pan, Bulgaria, Hungary, or Rmnania, and who 011'91' 

9 after December 7, 1941, al1d'- prior to.thedate of the 
. I. • ~' . •• _ _. :' "~; • ,,"") •• , • '. ,.'. t;. ~. :..:: . 

10 en~ctment of this secii'on.'; was present (other thanc;in 
.,' .',' 

11 the service of the United States) in the territory of sw~h 
': "'.' 

12 nati9n or,.,.in any territory oc~upiedbyth.e m.ilitary ,::.<:)r ..~.
34:1834 


I 


http:or,.,.in


2 
. . 

1 naval forces thereof or' engaged in any business in any 

2 such territory: Provided, That notwithstanding the pro

3 visions of t~is subdivision (D) .retufn~ay,.be~maq.e~to 

4 an individual who, as a:consequenceof anyla~,d~cree, . 

5 or regulil.tiQn()fthe Ilatioll ofwwchhe was then a citizen 

6 .or' subject, discriminating against political, racial, or 

7 religious groups; has atno time between December 7, 
. . . 

8. .' 1941,. and the time w4~n suclllaw, d~crtltl,Qrregma-

9 tion'was abrogated, enjoyed full rights of citizenship 

10 under the law, of such nation: Provided further, That, 

11 notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (C)· hereof 
. . " . . . . , . 

12 and of this sribdivisiori(D), return may be made to 

13 .. an individual who at alltiInessince'])ecember7,1941, 

'14 "~as' a Citizen of the UnitedStates~ or~ho, since the 

16 .' Ali~n Property Custodian has' acquired .. tf~ited ) States 
.; •... 

j7" Citizenship; or to an individual who,' havinglost'Uni~ed 
. , 

18 States citizenship' solely by reason of marriage to aciti
. , . \ ., d 

19 1 ... 
zer{' or subJe~tof' a' forei~ coii'ntry,'r~acquired s~ch 

20'·,::: I"~ ...... : ',,' ',. "Co'.': ' .. ,., ",::;-:/..i. ' 
citizenship 'pri()rto the date of enactment of this proviso 
. p 

'~21'~:''':if sri:ch iIl:dividuaI ""QuId liaveb~en tcitizen of the 
:;22 ",;,,)., ,:.< ; '''.'': . '; . :/:-,'" :. " .. , :.~.'".i """":. "":", , . 

'United Statesat"aJl tiInes since December 7, 1941, ,but 
. r, '; , . 

23:', .'f~rsilCh~arflag~: .P~ovided I~rthe~,'T1:ult the' aggregate' 
. . ,~ ;.:' 

:'~24:~'~ . " .~' i' :,<:. "':" :.'::. ". "t: ','" " i " . ""'" '-!" ,T. .' 

, book value()f retriinsmade pursuant to the foregoing 

;;25 ·:;D;~!:];:'pt(Ni~o'~h~ll 'rri11'~x~~~a$9,OOd,08o~'a~d~;~y ret~ 



1 under such p~oviso may be made if the book value of 

2 any such, return, taken together with' . the ' aggregate, 
, ' , 

3 book value of returns already made under such proviso 

4 does' not ,ex<!eed $9,0.0.0.,000.; and for the purposes of 

5 this proviso thejerm 'book value' means the value, as: 

6 ' 'of the tim'e of vesting, entered on the books of the Alien ' 

.. ,: --" 

i; 



84TB: CONGRESS 
2D 81!l88IO.N H.R.I0889 

'· ... 1 
: ...... 

':"';-,-' --:.:rD -:7_" &.,;.... ::d 

'A:BILL 
.-, ............... 


To amen:~the~rJ?raruhk With the Enemy Act, 
;. .., .. ;,.' . 

.,....... ~,. . ,\,'" ~"... as amended. '. 

., ': '. . t' ~ '<f ~. _'~" • "'" 


.",.:b..';:.•; ....... ,,!...'''''.,'\!:,
',:. 

;""A ~:,;·",.l3Y ~; YOUNG 

'.:r ;~ >:~APB.t:27.19fi6 
>Bef~ blihe Q>mm1tt~ on Interstata and.ll'orelgD

• ,~,' .w 
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:64TB: 'GONGRJESS '.: : 

1ST SESSION :H.·:R..7785

: ',~,; '.: ; ,:. " .• ~' : • ,~' ': :', \,' .: !' 

\ '/., . 
. .. '; 'I,;;.: 

:' .!.' :'.: 

IN. THE HOUSE OF ItEPRESENTf\.TIVES 
I,; ~ .. 'j' ~. ' ',' .'~' ,~.:, • ~ ,.,' ',"i' ."".;:j. t'

'j,',; .' ',~, :'}'.~~i,!,t:,~';il <~.J::; '-;!'), ,·i).~' .. >::i~";- ";;,:'! ,-.,': 

JULY 30, 1955 


'~'11;';Y;OU:N(j jllt1l0tlU(,,~d 'tihe ~foil@win!gibiH-; :w:hiJh~wa's' Fef~rred to,the Com

mittee on Interstate and For~ig:n Com~erCe 


" I,';.''; ;. ,", ' '.' <,;": ' , : ;. .', ;' ~ ; - . :.; , ; " , ,'? r:' i! J 'j;': ..' : ';' 

j I 
~ ; ,,~.. I :'}: ? /' 

, ' . .: ~'," , 

, For the relief of Friederike Strachwitz~ 
",·l •. "'~ ;, ' ;';. .: J 1 

1 Be it, enfl-cted by the $e1Jate and. HOuse of Representa
t· i ;;: ',:~ ~;"',r" .>1 -t:~'" ~',; ~ " .'." " ~:,;'"; : ;..:1 ;,: U;~:~!:. !t:<.f!.'.)j!. ;·"L' 

'2 tives 0/ the United States of America in Oongress assemble4, 
},t_~.I:"r:':,·;l~ ;.;~, ,~::,;, '1:- :"';i'f_ fd!;". ',:'1;'.: ' '<i~~ }1'1;,,~ >.n ',L 

3 That the President, or the officer or agency' designated lJy 
':f::~; ';;.;' t'~;:!~; ,;~d U~>"h" : ;I;,!l ; f.r:' : if, .) 'i t~,\;'(/ 'dt 

'4 him pursuant to the provisions of section -32 ·of·-the--Tmdil:l~-""-·" ......_
.: .:? \ : . . ., " . , ~ ;' .,". , ,,_ , \- f ~}' '< ~ ' • 

. 5 With "the Enemy. Act (U .. S. C.,. title 50, App. 
,f, 

sec. 3~). 

"'6' ~h~ll', ~ot~i~hstanili~g.'the,~~o~~si~n~o~'the'T;a~i~g'lw~;~ 

'~Hn ~: '\ ~ : J { L:, i;,; L·:·· , ',' ,.,' .;, t',.' ~ • _~ ,: ," ,., J '. r ". ~ :d :,} :: ~}: 1, n ,', '. , 

7 the. Enemy Act as amended (50 U.S. C., App. 1 and tIt!? 
, , - ,' .. !",,:~: ~'~~' '·,.:'~:\,71:;'j',; :,: ~,~ ..~-", 

• , i ' 

following), transfer and deliver to' FrIederike' Strachwitz 

9 . any right, title, interest, or property in or of the said"Friede
. , ' ' , ' 

10 rike Strachwitz as was vested in or transferred to the' Alien 

11 Property" Custodian or the Attorney General, in accordance 

12 With the provisions of the Trading" "With the Enemy Act, as 
, • ' I'" , 

< 

" .III 

8 
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'1 amended, and Executive Order 9095, as a,mended, by vest-', 

2 ing order numbered 32, dated January 6, 1943: Provided, 
~ 

3 That said Fried~erike~St~~chwitz1iJes a9laiJIl therefor with the 
ltf/ ;"~~ {~~\!\~;'; \~. 't.' ~.~"" ~~~ ;~:;..;....,..\'~~ ~ ': ' , :.:~ ~ 

4 A~torney Geriel'a:for ';bth~r srichB~fficer;ai;lhe President may 

5 direct within,sixty.days.nextsucceeding. the enactment 'Of 

6 this Act: And provided further, That, notwithstanding the 
'( l'rj.~r~/~>} '·"';·~··f~.;:r~·:1.-; ',';{) :..-.;. \ ·:t··~;~ ~'f;r ~/ L 

7 other provisions of this Act, no return hereunder shall be 
, . i,.' ( .' t ; _~ ~. :, 

.,S,; made hy:thei President,orotherwise,of the:moneys already' 
.: ; : ; . I .. ; ;; I . -, ~ : I:' i;, \. ' : : ' I 

9 paid periodically, as income to a trust under the aforesaid 

10 vesting order to'theAlieIiPtoperty'Crtstoilian or the Attor

11 ney General by the, . l~. Tr~lst qpmpany of the District' of ' 
. ~.~... j{ ,,\~:~~~[. ~if!~\ . . 

12 Columbia: And provided further, That no, part of the 
.>:jI':'} d';l;'! r~~ . .. jir;:.d i'j~iL ';~; ';~~ill!'i Iq } ;i . 

13 amounts released under this Act in excess ,of 10 per centilln 
\\" ';"') :y,.\~\~ \\ \ \~ , ..:,.~1 .. ''I' \;·»;"i·~i~'.)' '\ ,.\'~ \ ,r

14 thereof shall be paid or delivered to or received by any agent , 
': -, .; , ,',' ',' ','" , ; 1 \.", ~', '. " ~',; ". '. ", ~ "'-, ~; "'. \. \ '\ ,,'.... . ~ , 

15 or attorney on account of services rendered in' connection 

±~ ! ~ith; :th~s~ !~]"fu,s; a~d the ~~e ili~b!e llIllawM, a:,y 
';;) I; ;~; ;;' f' ~ .: i ~"! ;'; ~:.~;'~ ;' J i;. )'1: l ~:~"i"f ;T?' rr:'~r'~~T;:rr;;:·"·';·Tn":··r·" 

17 contract to the contrary notwithstanding. Any person vio

.~ : :. " '1', ';',"; :., ;" 

,'. ." ";\ , 
, • "j" \ :'l' .' , .", '.' " 'j'f 

.:. r 
, : ;, ::. ~ . "( , ; i , : "; ; 
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,84THCONGRESS H:R 7'785 
1ST SESSION '.' • 

A BILL 

For the relief of F~iedetike Strachwitz. 

By Mr. YOUNG 

JULY 80. 1955 ' 


Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foretgn 

Commerce 
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IN: ~rIIE>:a:QlJSEOF REPRESENTATIVES 

" ,MARCH 31, 1955. 

Mr. BECKER introdtlCed the :following bill; ,~iljch was re:ferred to the 'Com
, n).jtt~e on. Interstat,e i aIid Foreign COIIime~'ce 

\ ,. 

, ~6 ~ 	 provid~d that::,w:em~ers:!:of ,the "Armed,Forces sh~ll, be paid" 

e01npen,s~tlon at the ~llte of $2.50 per day for each day speI\t 
. ~ '.': 	 ,f' ''':'/': ',' ", '. , '.' ~,: l', . "'.' ..,: : : . , ,; " .' ,', .,,',~" ." .':. ." :' :.' 

in hiding during W orld War II or the Korean conflict to 

'evaa!e';"mtptuI'e :by "th~ ~rierii.Y~' ' 

1 i "":Be i it';:en~c{ed"by; th~Beriate'hnd :House 'otRepres~ntd': 

2', tives o{iftk' 't;;n{i~d';Stdte/or Arherica irtOonbress~dssein;bled, 

i3 ;That!s:ection.' i6;; MtheW:ir 'Claiths Act of 194'8' is hereby 

4;' : arngHd~;d by ,;addihg" at' the, end' thei'e6f 'dte folldwirik :new' 

. '.''5' 	 su.hs~dtllins:'· 

6 ' "(g) (1) As usedih this s~bsection, the; term'evadei': 
,', 	 ,,', ' ,', ',.. " 

7;i 'means any regularly appointed,' enrolled, enlisted/or indiicte,d 
,': ",' 

,: 
8 ' 'rriem:tJer 'of th)c Armed'Fori:;es' of the Uitited'Btates-', : 

" - I·", 



I 

.(' 

2 

1 . " (A) who, during the period beginning December 

2 . 7, 1941, and ending August 16, 1945

, 3 	 " (i) being in immediate danger of capture by 

4 the enemy, concealed h!mself fo.r a perio.d in excess 
' .. ' 

OJ .' 

5 of ten'd.aY$', tqJ!pt~:~lent,~~pp c~pture; or" 


6 "(ii) having escaped fro.m co.nfinement as a 


7 priso.ner o.f war, co.ncealed himself fo.r a perio.d in 


8 _.__,,'_.,.~,,_;~_~~~~(~f ten days to' pteventrecapture; .' . 


9 " (B) who., if living o.n the date o.f enactment o.f 


10 . this subsectio.n, is' a citizen,' nati()nal,o.r resident o.f the \ 
, 

' 

11 United States o.r, ifdead Ollsuch dat~, died a citizen 0.1' 

12 resident; and 

13 "(0) who.~aldfschargedo.r released under ho.n

14 ,,' :oralll'e 'conditio.ns fro.m the military o.rnava1:fo.rcesof the 

15 'United States after having so. concealed hitriseIfto pre
. '. 	 ,.'.' ,'l,".: . 	 . 

16 vent such capture o.r r.ecapt~re, o.r who. is serving o.n 

IT,\,.) ,~o.P~v~.,dlJ,ty~it~~,such,~o.f,ces, o.n thedateo.fena~tment o.f 

18 .~,' ,J~i~,8~ksect!i~~, or ~hodied while so. serving.. 

1f),: ~: .': (~L if~e 9~m:rmssio.l} is ~uthorized to.rec~ivet1:qd to. 

29 }et,eTIIlin~~ acco.r~ing to. law, the amo.Unt and validity, and 
'.:) '. 	 i : • ' 

21 pro.vide fo.r the payment of any claim filed by anyeya~er for' 
. ,J, ". (. 

22 ',co~pensatio.n under. this subsectio.n. Co.mpensatio.n und~r 

this, SJ]bsectio.nshall. be allo.wed to. each evader at th'e rate 

24 o.f $2.50,£o.reach day o.n which, he co.ncealed himself to 
, . , .. ; , ..' .. '.. 	 . 

Jo prevent capture or recapture by the enemy. Claims ~llowed'3'4;1'"8 ~,:,~,:: 
.. 2,.... 

http:conditio.ns
http:ten'd.aY


.' 	 1 .~der this subsecticm shaJl be.. (lertified. to<the Secretary; of 

2 the Treasury. for. payment out of theWar. Claims Fqnd 

3est~pli~hedby section 13 of this Act, and in the event of (the 

· i; ~il .:de.~th of the persons entitled thereto, be paid only to ordor 

5 .the. benefit of the persons specified, ~nd in. the order estab

6 Jished, by paragraph (4)0£ subsectio)1(d)of this s~ction. 

7 " (3) .The CommissioIl shall expedite. the., ,payment. of . 

.. . L.:.:::::._...-_._.. ...• ....:... :~....~:.~_all_..:::;c_la:~~ ..~~d_~Il~er . this . subsection,. aIld: .shall ...complete.,its 

9 determinations with' respect to ·each such claim within une 

10 year after the date it is filed.. 

. 11 ." (4) . On .prbefore August 31, 1956,th(l:.Comrnission 
. 	 . 

i' .' 12 shall estimate and certify to the SecretarY of the Treasury 

13 . the amount which. will be required to pay a:11, claims filed. 
. " . 	 ' :r. 

14. under this subsection. which have not been paid as of that 

15 . date. The amount so certified shaR not be included· in the 

· 1,6.. computation. made under· section. 17 (d) (2.) of.. the silms 

17 remaining in the. War Claims Fund on September 1;,1956. 

;18 ., "(h): (1) As used in this subsection, the tetm '.evaded' . 

· ·19 . means. any regularly . appointed, enrqIled; enlisted, .. or ,j'n- . 
. ." 	 . 

. . 20>ducted member of the Armed· Forces of the United States-' 
"", 

.21 . . "(A) who, during the period hegirining J une25, 

22 . 1950, and ending July 27; 1953-.: 

,23 	 . ~ H (i) being in immediate danger of capture by 

24 .' any hostile force with. which the Armed Forces of 

25 



t . 	 .. '" '. 

':4 

l . conflict, .' 'concealed himself ·for a period "fh', 'excess 
. 	 . 

.. [L2· of: tendays·to prev'elit'such capture ;Oi' . 

~3·.. ~ "(ii) ~ having escaped from confinement as a 

"4 	 prisoner of war, concealed- himself' for' a ,period . in 

excess of ten: days to prevent recapture ;am1' 

"(B) ,who was discharged or released under honor':' 
L 

. (able· conditions from the Armed 'Forces 'of' the United 

'-":8"'-';~:~, jSta;tt~s;:ilfter-,haYlig:,s6~·conc-eared··himself t~}· prevent such 

'. 9 .. capture orf recapture, orwho is- serving on . active duty 

10 with the Armed FOicesof the ''United''8tates on the 

:~11 . 'date of. enactment ,of this subsection" or who"died while. 

:12.' .... so serving:" 

" 13 ," (2) The Comlllissionis 'authorized to'"receive' • and to 

.14 determine, according'to:law, ~the"amount'and<validity, and 

. 15" ,provide',for the;payment .• of'ianyCla:irriiifiled"by any:evader 
:. . 	 . . . ". 

]i6 . for compensation under this subsection.. Compensation under 
. . . '. 

; 1 T ~ this j stibsection :shall,.be allowed to; ,~a;ch evader at the rate 

;18.::, 'of $2:50 .foteach'dayonwhich' he concealed 'himself 'to 

19:,preveritcapture.' or,' recapture ,by such hostile force .. ;Olaims 
. 	 . 

·20:!, i,allowed 	under this, subsection. shall be: certified to the Secte. ." 	 . 

21 .. tal'y of: the rrreasury' for payment out' of sums appropriated 

22 to carry out this subsection, and, shall, incase of. death of . 

.23 : the persons ,entitled thereto, ·be paid only to or for the 

., ·24, ·benefit'of the persons ,specified,., and, in· the order established, 
Ii.' '1: :' 

. " 25 ;;by~ paragraph (4) 'of subsection Cd ).of this section." 
. I. ,:3:4 :l~8~;14~__ 

http:shall,.be


6~, 

. l.~ ~,;,. . I•• 

5 

1 . SEC. 2. Claims for compensation under subsections (g) 

2 and (h) of section 6 of the War Claims Act of 1948 must 

3 be filed with'- the Foreign, Claims Settlement Commission 

4 within one year . after the date of enactment of' this Act ... 
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84TH CONGRESS H R 5395 
1ST SESSION •• 

A BILL 

To provide that member$ of the Armed Forces 

shall be paid compensation at the rate of 
$2.50 per day for each. day spent in hiding 
during World War II or the Korean con
flict to evade capture by the enemy. 

By Mr. BECKER' 

. MABCH 31, 1955' 


Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce 
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84T~S~,~~?x~:SS. ,H.R~ ,3242 " 


, IN THE ,HOUSE OiFREPRESENTATIVES 

,JANUARY 27, 1955 
".. .. . 

Mr. BOSCH introduced the following bill; which 'was referred to th~ Com
. , mittee' on.Interstate and Foreigri Commerce 

,A BILL 

'To' amend section 32 of the Trading With the Enemy Act'. of 

1917, as amellded, so as to permit the return under such 
. " '. .~.: . 

sectio.n' of property which an alien acquired, 'by gift, devise, 

'bequest, or inheritance, from' an, American citizen. 
'. ., . 

'1 Be itenacted by the Benate and HoUse of Represim{a

" . 2 ,tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 Thatsecii6n 32 (a) (2)' (D) of'the Trading 'With the 

4 ' Enemy' Act 'of 1917, as.' amended, , is amended byihsertlhg 
, ", " " .. , , , / " , 

5 before' the semicolon' at the, end thereof a colon, and the 

6 following:"Pro~ided, That no citizen or national of Ger
, . , . 

7' many or Austria shall be considered- ineligible for a ret~rn 

8 of any such property or interest, or; 'pr~ceeds by reason of 
~ , 

\ 

9 this subdivision or subdivision (0) if such property or in-

I 



I 
'1 

2 

1 terest or proceeds was acquired by such citizen or national 

2 of Germany or Austria from an American citizen or a mother, 

I . 
3 'grandmother, or other female relative 

"", 
by consanguinity 

. :~. .. 

4 who at the time of her marriage'~was.aJl·imericancitizen,by
.,".' . . ~ .-.' -.' . . . 

5 gift, devise, bequest, or inheritance, and such citizen or 

I 
I . 6 national of Germany or Austria shows by reliable, probative, 
I 

I 7 and substantial evidence that he has never been a,.member of 
~ . 

i 

L 

I 
9 

10 

SEc.2'~Notwithstahding~ the provisions of section 33 of 

the Trading With the Enemy Act of~917, as amended, a 

11 . claim for a return based upon the amendment made by the 

12 first. section of this, .f\.-pt .:;m~y ~~. IDed at any time within 

. 13i.threeyears after tlie date, of enactment of this Act;: Pr:ovided, 

14'Tliut' no part of the amount returned uIidertne '~l:~visions 
",,' ..  ,..,. .,., " ". 

15 of thisA?t iII exces8o£ 10 per centum shall be paid or 

16 ,delivered to or received by. an agent. or attorney on account 

.17,': o!, ser,yi~es rendered in connection with any claims ,.£or re

18 tU:ql under this Act and the same shall be unl~w£ul, any con
• , ','. .' : • '.', J.' 

19 " ,tr~ct to . the contrary, notwithstanding. Any; person, violating 

,20 .. the provisions. ~f. this Act shall be ~eemed g,uilty .of a mis

21 demeanor and upon conviction. thereof shall be fined in any 

22 sum not exceeding $1,000. 
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84TH CONGRESS H R 3242
,1ST SESSION •• , 

A BILL 

To amend section 32 of the Trading With the 

Enemy Act of 1917, as amended, so as' to 
:~mit the return under such section of 
property whi<iilan ~8J1ieil.~ acqpj.red, by gift, 
devise, bequest, or inheritance,' from an 
American citizen. 

By Mr. BOSCH 

JANUARY 27.1955 
Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Forelgo. 

Commerce' . 
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, . "J 1.Ri;~~~~··~gu~~;P~:i~~~~E~~~T~T,~Y~~f1;1!~ .T 
MARClH 5, 1956 

. . . . . MJ..~~Qmo't;EY;)iil1iroadced~the: f(jn~wingbill ;i.:~h:ich -#as i-eferred: to· thk;Conil . 
. .._ .._ ......... ,. ___ .___..:...-...-'_.•:.";c_.-"----inittee-oirlnterstateand Foreign Commerce • . 


. . fn·~;~ ,.<~;/ .~d~ .'::~ .. "i"" .i,' ~:";!:, .,rd··~!· '~;"\ !'f 

". 
.;.; 't",!" l!· , " l'/ l 

~9 amend' the War Clair[).s Act Of,194e t9 provide, for c~rtaln .. 
. Hf':.,;f:;.: '~'I\')~,:/: .td ..../,;'· .:"1' ~ ~ ~ ::'::~~",~, ;:,'.l"~.<' II) !j:;:: ~:}~ ·;:;~.:;"~}/;IL!!: .' : l 

... ' h~arings before. the'Foreign 'Claims S~ttlement Oommission .. ' 

.\:!:iai'\l~catiOi1~f.conv~ni~nttd'·cl~nnalltk;; t(F~rQ~id~rt1i~tclilliri- r 

'; \;f;®ts, ;shalLbe affQ~ded i the; ,righLtQexamiIie:~;vidence,: in~ the) . 

,pj,fg~r\~~s,!~~ ~of' t~e.q?~m~~~i~~, :aIl~ t~;;'~~~~~jW}~ cws~~ 
. ,. examine witnesses;" to' provide judicial review .of certain 
)ha?chJri~:df the:'C6mmi~sioIl;ran'd; for o;th~tpiJrP6st3~.] :,i.~; , 

1f!:Jic.Y);(Bk~it e~~cted' b~ the s~1idte'a~l1:iibi1s~) Jlji8Pre~~'ntd~( . 
~YGr:. 'f'\ ~'-~':v' I,t:,",:_ ,~' , :~ ".,',,", .. ' ," ":' __' .' ~ ", (1 'i, _," ..:t'·~· '": I"}' ~.l(
2/Lliv~~rdl the" United S~ates of 4m'etica 'in aoniJreSs'iissembled~': 

3'>i\'THat' se~ti~ri if 'oi'the!Wai-rnarms Aot 'bi;i948 li{iirnerldedF 
.. . . . 

. .~, ",'. "'- ",' , r.i -::".. " ,'. ) ;'--<!; \:. ':., t ".(.. 

4 by adding 'at the end thereof the ..' following' sentence .. '!The ... 

5'j)ro~isioris of this's~ctitm'shanndf apply With'r~s~ect to an:V~ 
:11 

I~.· {: " ;:.. 
i1 
17:,. 

,i I.Ii>· . 
•. 

. l ' . -:', f.: ~ ~~1·~:1.,... , .~I'::J 

., ';'. . t' • 

. i. 
I 
kir 
I'...,- .... : 

. \ 



,. ,< I·:.', ,,_ 

2 


1 after the date of enactment of this sentence, or filed under. 
 , 
. 1 

2' section 18 after such date." 

3 SEO. 2. S~;1(tUmf.q~'E~~rprther~men~e~.,by~iJ:I~~rtingj:lJ?~" 
.!'''~'~<:' ,';~;, ;~'! ~~.; ~{,'u:.:'.. .~. >1~:>;' ,;... : :>':". ,:. ;, .'.: '::' " , 

4 nIe.diately. after'''sC'5tion;; 11 :the foUowmg: 

5 "IlE~INGS "AND...T.1TmpJA[J .... ~ymw 

. 6 "SEO. 11A. (it) The Oommission shall notify. all claiin
ptq:'~},f :1': ::::>t ; i :1 ~.}, ",~; : ~ :;' ' : " .' ,'.: .,,:; :I~' .,::': 

., 7, ants 'of the approv~f o£denial of 'their clRiIDs' flIed under .. ~, ' 

. , ( , ' ' 	 , 

__........ _. __'a,;il:§.!~b~~~j;~o1!!:j~l.~Qf~p.(},~io~; ,6, .~r;JU~dJ, af~~r tl1e, ,(late .. 9£ .epaQtr}

. ..'. ..,.". .',. :. . . 

9 ment of thi~'se~tion un~er se~tion 18 'of 'this Act, and if 

10 approved, shall' notify' such' claimants 'of the amount for 

i . 	 11 which' such claims are' fl,pprQyed~Jf the' claim of such it . 
. ." . ;';' . . ' , ,:~(,- ir ~": .".~,,~,. <~-:'::~'.., .' 

12 claimant is denied;"or"lsapproved"'for less than .' the full, 
.. "~I"~ ,. • 

,:,,;,~ , ,; ,\ ". '<~i,;' ~'.~:t 

13 aUowa~le amoupt of such clallll, ( 1) the O()mnusslOn shall< 

',~i ';1_' ;;~.' 1 ,1, L i,) I", 'i' : ~,. t:/~ "'t' '.1"" .~~, ',!r 

l~[i;,~p~c,i,flc~uY;;w.grW. :tp~ '.' ~laim~:t;lt .of,;th.e:.r~~R:rw. JHer~for, 
~',. , ". '. ' , , . • .' ,', ?' , t ' , ' 

151.1·.~' stltrrli1arizrng the evidence' upon' which'the ,:Coihiitissionrmade 
."" 	 ' 

t.' .. :", '" . \ r< ~;', ':";:;" "" ",!":' , ,-" : , , '! ' ,. '"., : . . : - : .' :';- ':. , , ,', .; :.,' '_:' ; : . , .-' . . 

16 ., its determinations,' 'and.(2) . the claimant,. or his attorney, 
: ~ : "', ' '.' ,., " .' , . .

,:r', :.,\ .~ " ;/"~~ ,,,,~.:: .: ..... ~.~:.'., ':'.",' ~ : .... < ;~,,;"~-;,!. :,:: :,'~ . 

i 	 . 17 shall .~~~R)8{?n~~~ t~~ e;~mjne th~: ii~'1d~~~~hiq~}~}he . 
I 

18 . l>::tsis.ofl th.e Q~mIIJission's determ,inatiqns. No evide.pce shall 
·"j';'J!'<;l,,:,:j'~l·'~~~~' :,U' ";,"-;1·,;1':..:' ' .. ~':- ", " 	 . '::\~ "", .:, ':",' ":"1. .:' 

, . 

1ft, ,.'.R~,a,.p!1sis ..9f~p~ {,Jo,IIlplission's. de~~I1lliIll1tions if~@der,any 
•.:.; , ,'_". ; ;' : _ .' "~ ",.." , • , ' • 1 '", ," """ :..' , ' , , • ;' ." ~., , ,_ 

29' J,~.~~Ruti;ve p~d~:r J)r, adIIlinis.trat,ive<lllling,. such evidence 
.",,!:J-'~,,,,.,';~ ," " ,',? 1· "; , '.,", -' '. ~, '. "', ~ 

21} ",.Ql1n,nqt, ...~~,.,~~fllllipe4by: ·.~h~ "~~,aiIpant. 
, '- 1. ,~" , ,;',;, i } ~ . ( ,,', .'. :::. ."' ',',-".j.: . ':: ", ' :' , 

22 " i "(b) ·,Any. &llphclaiman,t whQse claim is denied, Qr is 
~;',; ,.; "t ; : ,~ : ,;: i / ", ' _ ,.;', .' , <" :. ","'. ' _ 

, .'., " ' ". " 

23 .approved for less than the full allowable amount, shall be . 
. r.'U~) i ~ -: (/ :'. f (. ,:': '.' :",:' . ~' t, .: " :, ' .• ' :~; :.": '-'" '. ' :' • . ." (.'; :'.. '. ,. 

2~liT\~~~itle~'i;u~der ,s~l.C4 re,gtilat~on:s' 'as . tpe, " •.Com.missi?,Il!pay
'" '. ~...,'- ..' ,~ ,.. ' ," " '. ,;," , ,.' , 

, . ~ ': : \ '. . , 

. u 3:4' t8'q:J:: 25 prescribe under' this section, to a hearing before' thl!Com



'. , , . 

".elL' mission or its representatives "with)tesp~ct to'ihlsclaiID, if 

...... ; '2 an"applicationfor such .a:hearingis·[filedWithtneOomnus

'),3, 'sionWithinsiXty'days aft~rthe/Commission bfregistered . 
. '. 

;4'·ni81J.·has notified ,hitrt ()f: its' actionswith!re~(pect ,to;~hiSi cldim.. . . 
, . " ' 

; ;:'5, If the.::C1ainuuit, so' requests; attheftime. heapplies·i;foJr~h~ar

.:6 'ingi,linder this section, thechearing·shallbe held;atlJa;'ioca.tion 

,.7; .': 'not: ifarther :froni;th~claimant's;residence ·:·than:!the! 'CapItal 

.. ..:.j::!?~.J~i1tY-~of·tb!L8M&~·;J'ip.9J1Jtlj~g· .th:e··.··.·T~mtorles and·'possessfons 
, .' " , 

.' ~9 :'oftheUnlted Stites ·and the' Conrtnollwe'alth' ofPue'rto}Ri~o) 
" " '" '.... '", t, .: • ',,#. , " ,.'." . ,,' . . (. ' ""~ t- ' 

. ;lOin:which; he ·tesiaes~ 'In aJI'casesnot';covered~ :by,the pre

",11;;. oe'ding~ sEm.tence,'or in 'which suhh' a<request:is··not made,Ithe 

".12' ,hearing,"shall 'beheld: intheDi~trict 'of: Cblumbia:: .~: r . 

.L;il3 ""~-(d) ':At :h!e~rlngs; under ;this. se~tib:ri(the:;clalm~t sliiill'i, i 

•J~k;haya: the' tight', 'to .h'e"repte~etited'Oy':;c6unsel} ',to 'j'lia~e ~bin
, . '. . 

t,~~.;'pu1sory'ptoc'e'sst()~;re;quiTe"witn~sses:to'appe'd,i~':~artij'icrb~s

;J,P, ;'!exari::illl~all··witnesses;()n,Whose~. evidence ';thelif1bnmllssibn 

·J71 ,;,;hits relied:in denyUlghis clai:rQ,'orm disapVr'o~g ;i{lh P~ft. 

f; l?f::l I Evidence gl~en"hy anYwltllesson'Whoseeviderice :th~: C~fu.. 

,.!9,"t(m1ssiot(. ;has': ',s6!!felied, and>wh({'is"ndt :a\tailable;foi'J crH~'s

:2Q .:exanilliatietf:iby: .theciallnant;'·shan·:be:di~regilfded by (the 

:21 .' OOImms$ionin its ldetel1:ninatiohs1,'; ;A" completk ~'ttaisd1:pt 

. ~22. . of: ~hearings imder · this section. snan~:serve ;as 'the.': sOl~b~~is 

.23. ,for the : ()oInnllssion's ,fuidings;' arid:a; 'copy:'of ~lieh:tianscHpt . 

. i ~~:shall:be'furnis1ied'fetich~laiinantwhdsJJ :c'laim r;is:rdehled{br . 
.. . 

·Il .. ? .,: ", ,: ;', . ; .,' :.<.',:



, I 

'.'4 
.' ..; 

.;J,,{( dr);r;ph.e,a~tiQJiof the;CoPUPlssion in: allow.iiig 'bndeny
"'. f • , 

. "~i;~ i : ; mgmy,iclAim:'ulidet this: sec,tip:h • shall be 'fiIialan~cQnC1usive 

;3, :···"ml;,alJ,;,quest.iotls.of law ,and: faqt·Q~:ruJ.officerso£ :the.• executive . 

, '!;l~t) bt$pbiotl~he,Goyern:~ru;mt;ofA4e United:St;a.tes; 8Ji'd.:npt sub

,,'u,:9d j.ectito review; by if¥lY Sil,ch,ofJh~er~, ,mhejCp:r;nptmUer General 
, . '. ~. .' 

l;(,~:w\shaJ1; :allow:. c;r.ec:lit;inc' the,,~cQMts of,any:certifying., ,Orrus-. 

'1p,,'buisuig ,offi~er ;fo,t:"payDle;n;t;sr:illacco;rd8iIlcewitn;su-chJf1Ction.· 
, . - .' . .' . . . .. 

;claJJb~~~ ~g:riev,edJ bYi;Jtny.;de~isio~;\of(the . 
. " __ ._C __ ~~" .. :_,._~C,~__ ,,._~, .. 

. (i )~;;:Comrn.is$ion;afte;r,; ~;(he8J"ing :upder this"sectl('Ii{riuty;f ;;within 

'.. ;l,~ '16ne:)te~p\aftePin()tice Ofi;th~; ,dQcis1op., Qf: the 'Oompjj$siQ;n~ 'lliSti
. ' , . 

. 'I J~ ")itut~proceedip,gs:' tfor •the, '·reyIew,of. such:decisiQn ;!byfili..hg
. ' " . .'.- '. 

:12awrj.tt~n'~p'etitioIi in:t4e ;United; Stat¢s, distn~t'~omi:,for:the 
.~ 13..,rustJJict,ll;which; he, resides,.·.ori in the Uriii'edfStatesDistribt .. 

'. • • ; ~, .' <,i, ,_~, <,,' •••••• _ ...' , , ; , .,. ~ " . .' , '. "..... • - ". >. , • 

;c+,l.Ji,'l·\ ~auliI.l,O#fy:;t¥~ iGommj,~sion )p., wptmg, Qtft]1~ 'pJiDgj(pf iiiiy .' 

ii ~~;; ri~n~h.) :[>e~i,tioJ;l,}fPl!O)Ppt1y ,~tet:; it Jla8:b¢~;n \~Q filed.;>,:,::Wiihm 

J~7, ;:f.ift,¢e!l; j daMsl 'Mtettl:ie:receipt ofr ,suY.h: n9#c~ :h}r::the ',OQmmis
.'. . '. !,';' , " . ,,' ". ,. 

~.i~~'J ~i~~;)~b~;,:09"ip:mj~~ion, shall;cer:t~y".afid~·::nl~~ini;thei:couitr:a 

,,~~g'n tI:allS<lIjp~iQf, ;th~~orlecQrd itlPOtlf ;whjpb; ;si:tch~dedsion; :was.:,m~de. 

. ji,~lEi~Y;tSqb,s.t~,ti~ e.yid~n,.c(}',!;~1:(~.ni,b,e.L.co~pl1;lsi~e.;~,buts;the)coUit, 
'. . . 

':J::f~ir fpr:g()od •• ~u.s,e:sh9~, m~yrenutnd;the.;cfts~;-tPith~) Cofu~ . . . 

.:rfft3,:i;,;,1Jili"~si,~Il;:tot~~;fu;r;tp-~r eyidepce, ;iU.ltlthe, CPtnmissiOh' rluiy 

;\~~;.) ~~m-e~J>9P.:imal).(;,);g.~wior;~wdifi~q ,:fipgipgs: ,of fa£n~ndrb.Ry '. 

,~,~.r .{, '- . 25 . modify its previous decision, and sh~ilh-,c~tlifY>:i.tQ:ihe: c6clrt 
'"'3'418153 .'. . .'. . .' .. ". . .' .. 


1-/ ' 

\ 

http:ml;,alJ,;,quest.iotls.of


.; ii'l.lllthe.~)ttAns.QriIpt:)attd'-}t~,co]'tl on the;,~ulif;lieri iPrQce:ediiJllgs~d SJil:ch 

..'£:;~'.:.rin~wj(,0ll1f'lll~difi~drifiindi:il:gsl!Qfl;ftJct·jishan.!liltewise:rDe ~!condu-
. . ~ 

;J~:)J\1I£·ltpellC01U(t.aeter:rr;inesi that '~1ie i d~cisionjof.: the) CQm

i Ii ~ . umissionidsi !notl 1m!. accordance iwifh;JaWi, 
~., 

'or {that, thel rdecision." 
" : 

·6 is not suppoi'tedibyl:SUbSi;aIitial ieyidehce, ~:th~! records before 

7 the court, the court may reverse or modify the decision of the 

..... ,..... ,........ ,.....,..... ~"".~.,QQ1Juni~§.~QP; J,)tJ1~rwi.s,~ tl;l~ coJUt shall. enter a judgment 

9 a.ffirming the decision of the Commission. .If the court enters 

10 a judgment reversing or modifying the decision of the Com

·11· mission, the· court shall order the CommiSsion to· carry 0llt 
. . . 

. 12 the judgment of the court." 

13 SE~. 3. Sucll Act is furthe~amended by inserting'imme

1~. diately· after· section ~7 the following: 

15 "REAP:rLIOATIONS FOR· BENEFITS 

16 "Soo. 18. Any person whose, claiin for benefits under 

17 this Act has been denied or approved for less than the full 

. 18 allowable amount on the direct or· indirect gr~und that such· 

19 person collaborated with any hostile force or enemy of· the· 

20 United States as set out in sections 5 (g) and 6 (e) of this .. 

21 Act may, within the sixty-day peI"i0~ which begins on either 

22' the date notice of such denial or approval is received by 

23. him, or the date of enactment of this section,· whichever last 

24 ooours, apply to the· Commission for a determination of ms' 

25 claim, notwithstanding that such claim has been adju~cated. :.\ 34185 4 
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,hl<~' bYith!e~;(Jomrr,rlssioIli iprior to the' effebtive['date cof/,,'enaldtment 
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,JJ~ ,,'of tiis)"section.) rmhe';Coirimission', ishitlf'thereupon;"redeter- . 
, , 

3 ,mine, in accordancerwith:;the;ptov:i8ion~1",oNthis; Act, such 
. '. . 

" i "4 .i clalJ:rutnt~s; : eligibility :forcompen8a~iorr,'and'proVide for!the 

nhS:;i;)sameLjn) ,full:er,forJadjustments\mrtheraIiiOlints: paidto' Imp. 
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84TH OONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R.9749 

··ABILL 

To amend the. War Claims Act of 1948 to pro

vide for certain hearings before the Foreign 
Claims Settlement Commission at locations 
convenient to claimants; to· provide that 
claimants shall be afforded the right to· 
examine evidenoo. in the possession of. the· 
Commission, and to. examine and cross-· 

. examine witnesses; to provide judicial re
. view of certain actions of the Commission; 

.. and for other purposes. . 

By Mr. QUIGLEY 

MABCR 5, 1956 . 

Referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce 
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FE~UA~Y. ·28,ili956· 
~--"-'~'------"""'~J\i;:'AS~~;:;-int~:6d-~~;d:tl!e'~f~l1Q~ing bill; which . was' rdel'retl to' the COIll

: ; , ':. ;inittee on ]'ntersttite'and"ForeigriConi:tne'rc~. ;'.' ,! :: 

• j' ... ,
" ',! 

, ".' 

,: . \ ,~ !: .~ i . ' . 

. i 

, ,. " 

To :am'erid" the 'War';OlaibsA~t:o(T948 to 'prov~de' :f~r. certain 

:4e3Jl':ings. ,b~fore, ~the.Fomigp:; 8lairns Sett~tlmen~. COl;nIJ1issiorr 

at locations convenient to claimants;- to provide that claim~ . 
;. :. '~<:~,: .:, !~:",::,:i ., .. ~ :" /: ,_i ~~r:i ~', f:;·;;',,'. ".,";'~ , ,i:,',::.>.:':,:.:. ,',,; 

ants shall. heaffo:r:ded the right to ~~a.mine. evidence. in the 

. .' . poss'essi'on of the iComn1fssi()n, an:a tO'examine',~~ac~oss~ 
.. ' eXaIDnirie> witnesses ;, t@ provide jtldicial.lievimv :of, :certain 

,i,'! (:?,ctiHn~:qf.l ~p,~, 09!11~,i~~l~n;_, ~:Ildf9~';(),tH~r J)tu"p;?,~e~~ ;';,; " , 

Jr: -",.: ,Beif~r;l!!f~~Cl"Qyt~~$~:na,t~an4':H(yu.f3e:,of:ll;epre~ent~.
" , .... ,;,.,J " .' _ ., ,. . .. " , ,_, ,. . ,..., 

{~ :\~i.v~~ ofd~{ qM~~(rBta~~sof: 4r(1-erica)n., go~gres~; ffs~~rn,ble~~; 
3 . That section 11 of the Wa.r Claims Act o'f 1948 'is amended,:' ' : ,'. ' .'. . ':.'." ~ '. " ) 

~ ,by,addinga.t,th~end thereQf th~follo~ring sentence: "The,. 
: ", .I , , ' ...~. " '. '.t,,·, , ".' l' ,', .. ;,:.. . . . " ! . . \- • " 

..'~. Iprovision,S of this. sectipn shl;t11 not~pply with .respect t6 any
! '. ; ',}'.'..." .! ; , - '} "\ ' ' " . \' '. • ':, ' . ,".' - ;;, . '. ( ~ .. .' .! . • i ~ . , " 

.~ .' claim' for':'b'enefits. lmder su~section; (e)' ofs~ct~on .tV fileg". 
. . ' ' " ". ~ . , .' ,:' :" ' , ' , . . :' ' ",'!'.,., .. > • .,. 1..~ ~' ;,'" 

, " , . ' 

7 . (len,ied, . o~:apprt)Ve~ for less tha~ the· ,full ~UQ}V~;l-11y .l},moun~;; . 
~.. ! ,. '." :.' ' .' ,". . ~, "', .'. ,. . . ;; .... 

I 
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1 after the date of enactment of this sentence, or filed und.er 

2 section -18 after such date." 

3 'SEC. 2. Such Act is further aJl!ended by inserting im.,. 
"!';"" " ,,' .,.. 1". ~1~'''4, ~~~t;~:',~·'·. ~~:. . 

4 ~nediatelyaftet\s~o~jQn: ;l,:f~ the Jollowirfg:" 
. '.~: '~:,,;:;) "),~:..,,;\~ :.; .. :.;,.,,~., /c;.:;; .: ;.>~ ;:'. , 

5 "HEARINGS AND JUDICIAL REVIEW 

6 "SEG. l1A~' (af TheConumssion' shan notify' all'claim
, ' , 

'7 ants;,ot/fhf3'app~()va1:prd,enial of~;<~hey-~;c~a,iHlS ~~d under, 

.~ __R_"~lJ_bs~ct!Q!l"J~) of sec.!ion,: 6"ar :filed after the date ofenact~ 

'10 approved, shall 'notify such claimants -of the amount for 
. . . ': . 

11 which such claims are' approved. If the, claim of such a 
'. ..,,";' '!"; -';~';> -: ';'"j":( :'" . 

12 claimant is denied" qr is:tapproveR" for less than the full 
""'"'",' ~J:'~""',;: ,~;,'i·· ;~. ," ',~ ,','J,;.. , • • 

:\,3 '; ~llo",able amount, of ,such, claim,(J L the Commission shaU 


14' "specific~lly inform' .,the;claitmlIltof " the" 'reasons therefor,' 


, i5,:'~ummariiingthe evid~llce'upo~ which'the Qo'ffill1issionmade ' 

, " ' " ">. .,' , , 

16 ,its ,qeterrpinatio,ns" i;lJ1d, (2),,' t4e clai;m~nt, or" his attorney, 
• , •• ' .:., '; • .', ...' I .: . • 

. - . '. . 

17 ,shall have' the right to examine ,the evidence which is the 
. ,. .'. . 

·".,'·$,:'·C',:'1i'·' ",:;_~~. '":' - ,~:' : ~I"~ "~;':"" '~, ,:::; ·h ':'~'" ~i ,,' '. 
18 basis of the Comriiission's,determmations.' N (} evidence1shall 

19\ h'e' a\ basis\ 'ofthe' \C~Illmissioii;8 'd~ter~n~tiOil8'il, ':~der any' 
20'\"'~xecrttive ord~r'."or'adtniIlistra£iv~:' iuling,, such ' evia'enc~ 

.; ," I' •. 
, \' 

':"(b)' A~y'su~h claim~nti'wh(jse 'clahn:is denie'd,;~r IS 

,23";, appi:bveir':fo:r~ less: than' the' trill ,allowable; '~~6iffit,'sha]1 be 
~~~"!';'~' ~.~ 'J':_~J \'." ';f~ / " ~,r:: ' . .':"" " ~. " .,:' ," "r ".'!- ,:,,': ';, ',~, 

24:' 'entitled',o.nder such' regulations' as tlle Commission' ilUty 
, , , 

I"';'J'""'" ~.r,,.iq"·:-~."'}t~,· ;' '., r"·:',, ,-,;. ":' , .... f: __ ,' ".. ", ' ,-~, :\, -., 
,': \' \ ' ,25"- p'l'esCl;ibe'llfldel; thissecfioIl,: to 0; heariitgbef()rethe'tJom

>34is'5E{> ': ", 
", ~.c"., ,.,." .•'_'.; , .. , " • _. '. 

22 
I 



3 

,1:~tnissiQ:p., '.oToits, ,rep:r:esepta,tjyeS; ,'with ;,r~spect!to !ru,s claim, ill 
" >, 	 1 • , 

,.. 2;',fin applicatiQn, :fQt: ~ucha hcparing, :isfileci; wit;hthe; CQm.mi,~-
: 	 ... " 

,3 "sion, withiI1SixtY'i d:1y,saft~ri the ,Commissioi).,;b~; reg~ster~4 

4, mailhas notified'him of its actions;with respect· to hisclai.rrt. 

',5: If th~:claimant so,requ~sts,at'the t~e;he applies fo.rla;he~r-
. .. ... . . 

i 
I 	 ' 6 , ing '1l1;f4~r,this sflction, the hearing shaiLbe,held at alpcatiQ,n .' 

!:. 	 \ 

i 	 ,7 ~noti,jarth¢tlfronl.;; the, claimant's,r,esi~ence:,th~:o.; the,'! ~apit~0 

I 	' 

, ,8 ' 'oitY:,Qtthe State )including ,the /rerrjtori~s,' ,an~ ;possesslons 
I 

,.,"" r'-"':~""-""~":"-'-:;~r~~Qftll;e,,;Unrt~a":State~s'laincl'it4,e Q9,:rnp10nwfi),a)t4 Qf,'i:el1gr!t,Q;)~icQ;), ' 
i 	 ' " ' ' ," 
" 10, r;in;w,hich:he re$id~$. ,.In:all' ca~es: IWt' cQvqre,d'iby;t1.J:e/pliYT

, . . 	 . . . 

11, ,: ,ced.ipg 8(3nte.pce;9r ill which.<su(ih:a reque.st 'is. notmage, t4Cil,'. ,~, ' ' . , .' "'. .' .:." 

l2 ,heapng;shall;h;e:heldcin.t,he i];)istrict otColm;nbia~';j >i'.' :~ r 

13 : '~(,c}Athearingsundertbis sec~ion'i!t,h~ ~M,W1.f,tIltLshttU 

14 ,', have tile' right, to be ,represented Py, COlIll$el, to:~aYe ,cO:r1lf 

1,5 . puisorypm:cess .toixe:qWrf,l'\v;itnes~e~ito )app~an~~p4 itpi.IcroSSf
.' .. . . . . . .' . . 

~~ f :'exall1in~::aU: .witn~ss~s; Q);l.,,,,ho.se!,e:v~qen~e th~l,q,OI}1lmi~siQ1I. 
, 	 .

" Ii d" d ' h' '1' ' 'di '" . . . •....17.~sreh ,e ',m en,yJ,ng:" ,IS Yo arm,. J)r III ;. ~a:RI!rqYl:rlgi}t)}f~lPa:r;t; 
. 	 . .-', '." 

. .ls'i ;,]1v.id~:y!w~( gi¥~p J~YLan1' ;'Yitn~.ss.. Qn; \wP()sf,l:"wi4en,~~~h,e,iQoDli: 
~~, ·inission,l.lt~s;~o ;i'ttli~d; .. ;~l'lf.d; ;whois, ,not J1YB;i}able .;tQ;t,};~ros$t 

• I , 	 '. 

gQ>e~~n.~tiQli .by;the~cl~hnal1t, sban, beAI~sr:eg~rded by the 

21: r,.,6ommi~sion~ ,j.n it~,.detei;mip~tions., iA.compl~te! 4ran,script 

. 2,f·\of 	hearings,XUlder t4i,s!.s¢.ctions4allserve~:as,thei.i~plf,l.'\basis· 

?3.. for dle QOIIlIIliss~on's . findings, an.d, a . c,QPY~of sllch!tr8J,l;script . 

24 . shall .be,fUJ7lishe.d,e~ch ;(31a~m!lnt, whose, cl3:~mj§ ;qe~edOl: 

'...... .,.,',,3418,59 

'-'" " ; 

. 	 I <" 
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:j [ ,i: ;,"'::~d) '/flie'actiOIfofthe:Cdrnmission inaillow41g:
." 

otideny
".;. .. ',' ' 

, ~: i' mg aliy :cl~im under this'sectIon shall o&';final: and: conclusive " . 

':},!:(}Ii:alll questi0ns:of'law and fact: on all officers ortheexebutive 

·4 'branoh' of; tile Government of the '. U nitedStates, and :not sub

, fF"Jecf:td ;e~tew:}}y any such'officer. TheComptroHerlGeneral 
. .' ,,'.. ', ., . - .' '. -' , 

1'6; ;isb:dn aUdw'eredit:in the;~(feounts,'ofi~aI;ty>¢~ttifYing~,oi dis-' 
. : " '.. . ,", 

'. ..' I . . 

7';' :bu.rsi!Ji~ bfli~er;for!payments iriaccordancew~thi'suehiaction. 

. 8: ':" ','>"~Xel' 'Any clainifmt:aggrieved;i~y;·ariy .deeisiolY:,'of the 

P--"-'~"-··--""'li~":iO~~i.6n:alt~r:a .. hearing . uhder) this;~s~cl:i~~i ~ay~i Within 

U)! ~' one'y~r,afteJ: '11otioo oft~e decision ofithe'Commismon;, instil. 
. . 

, l1h . trtteqrpoceedillgs>for the -review' of: .' sltcb:deeision: by; filing .. 
. " 

'12 a writtenpetJitionm the United States'di'sttiet,coutt'for the 

13;; 1distnct'''fu which; he'resIdes .'... or ill ·th~ iUnited' Buttes District 
, .". , ,. . . , .' . '. , ' 

" . " ,.... ; ., .", " . . . .' 

14,' , Cotitt i for the " District of 'ColUnibia.:· Theclel'k "of the, court 
. 'r" . " - ., j:' '. " . , ,- , 

15 ,:,'shallin0tifY:tlie ~ C0mmissidtlrin Writing; ofthtY:fillilg;'of any , . 
. . 

l6;~iItWpbtitroni'p:FohiptlY"after it has'heel:f s6:filed';' • With]t) 
. ;.," " . ", " 

. . . 

l'1r 'fiftieen:,d:ays~;after;the receipt o{-'sllch';notice 'hythe ;C6mmis~ 


lS!'siori;' the ;Cdmmis~ion'sha;ll c~fti:fy'ana tfi[~l,::in:the);c6hrt' it 

'. .." :' ," ,::"' :! ..... , " :,: . ,;' ": '. . 

19 ,;.; 'ftrahscripy,tiftbe;'record uponwhich:such'decision ~as madt}. 

~O· .,.,' ···."Thedindings of fa.cthytheConlInis~i()n,:if:sttpported
-. . . 

'2f, 'by '. sUbstantial ,evidence,. shall, be'eonclusiver but the' court, ' 
. , . '. . 

22'·,!for good' causeshown~i may remand the' case: '10< the':Coril~ 
. '. 

23 ,mission" to '. take: further:' ·evidence;'and ,the '. C6m;inission: "mayf 

24th~reripon"ma,ke"new or' 'in'odified . findings ··of)f~ct and: may· 

.' 25 . modify its previous decision, and shalt"certify to the' court 

, 

I 



, ' d'fi 'd .c d'" , f f)' h"'ll ilk' , ,b " 1'~)j:new;;(!n'pmo i e(.,.un mgsifo ,I acLs a ,;:ewlse,~ e) C0ncu

'." 
:L41'i'<~ ':i~If th!e lC(i)urtqde'teJJlIlip.esrtlrat the~ ;diwislmi':;(i)£:thelCom

':15,{ mission iSm)ti~n 'ff€lboroanc6 I witl{taw;; or that ,theudecision, 

6 is not supP9~ted5;by 1suhs~antiah ev;idenceiinthe','recordHbefore 

'7 the court, thecomt may reverse or modify the decision of the 

'8 Commission; otherwise the court .shall enter a judgment ' 

'--''''''-''---~--9'-'-~affinnIngtneaecrsiori''ofthe Com~ission, If the court enters' 

10, a judgment reversing or modifying the decision of the Com

11 mission, .the court shall order the Commission to carry out 

12 the judgment of the court," 

13 SEC. 3. Such Act is further amended by inserting imme- ' 
, ., . 

14 diately after section 17 the following: " 

15 ' "REAPPLICATIONS FOR BENEFITS 

16 "SEC. 18. Any person. whose claim for benefits under,' 

17 . this Act has been denied or approved for less than the full 
, ' 

18 allowable amount on the direct or indirect ground that such 

19 person collaborated with any hostile force or enemy of the 

20 United States as set out in sections 5 (g) and 6 (e) of this 

21 Act may, within the sixty-day period which begins on either 

22 the date n~tice of such 'denial Or approval is received by 

23 him, or the date of enactment of this section, whichev~r last 

24 " occurs, apply to the Commission for a determination of his 

25 claim, notwithstanding' that sllch ~laim has been adjudicated 

: t· ;" 'j 3"'·4:'18,' f" '" 
, ,': ,,"n; 
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!'lHnby,~theJeomm~ssiOIl'rprior:JtOi lt~e i efiectivedate;oF ;enactmellt 

, i2 ';i: 10£, thlssection. ifmhe : Commission. '. shall, :theteupon, redet~r~ 

3 mine,in accor,dancc;; with the'iprovi~ions 'of this :Acti, suoh 

",4;!elaitn~t:s <eligibility; fOF · compensation;: and provide for the 
. .. . 

;\5r.'. \saine"in full orfor,adjustments(inthe:amounts paid to him 

'r6;·1~)Unaer,any{priQr',claim;/or!jden~;such~laim·.rf)':"!" 

;" ; '" 

'!' 

..';.,: "." 

'W 

,L 
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" . .:.. 

1-. n'1.. 
: : .: ~, :;. 

/,:, 

. 'L 

; 
, ' .. - ~ . 

I' 3:.4'1862' 
l~~~".-~,-~,-.~..~~,-". "'- """ ..."..-.. 

http:r6;�1~)Unaer,any{priQr',claim;/or!jden~;such~laim�.rf


.... - -"--<-... ~",~ ..•.• ,-~.

~'~ -" -.~.~,~:---~.~"-.........,..,...::..~~-,....,---~ .. \-::..... ~-....--,......"....~~~'"".~~-.!'". 


'/ 

" 

MrH CONGRESS H R '95"·84
2D SESSIUN .•• _ 

'A BILL 

To.amend the War Claims Act of '1948 to pro

vide for certain hearings before the Foreign 
Claims Settlement Commission at locati6ns 
convenient to claimants; to provide that 
claimallts ,shall be afforded the right to 
examine evidence in the, possession of the 

and to examine and cross
'examine witnesses; to provide judicial re

view of certain actions of the Commission; 
and for other purposes. 

By Mr. ASHLEY 

FEBRUARY 28,1956 
, l 

'BAilferredto the Coinmlttee on Interstate and Foreign 
. Commerce 
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IfARLltY M. KILGORE, W. VA•• CHAIRMAN 
AI...EX.ANDER WILEY. WI&..JAMES 0 .. EASTl..ANo, MIS$. 
WILLIAM LANGIIR, N. D.l\K.o

ct.".' D. JOHNSTON. S. C. 
Ea1"E:S KEFAUVER.. TENN. 

WILUAM E. JENNER. IND. 
THOMAS C. HENNINGS. JR., MO. ARTHUR V. WATKINS. UTAH 

IOHN L. MCCL£U.AN. ARK. EVER,," MC KINLEY DIRKSEN,ILl.. 

PRICE DANIEL. TEX. . HERMAN WEl.I(I:!:R. IDAHO 

JOsEPH C. O.'MAHONEY .. wvd, JotfN MARSHALL BUTLER, MD. 

COMMITTEE ON THE .JUDICIARY 

May 21, 1956 

Mr. Abraham S. Hyman 
Executive Secretary 
World Jewish Congress 
15 East 84th Street 
New York 28, New York 

Dear Mr. Hyman: 

I have examined your extended letter of May 9 w~th respect to the 
problem developed as a result of the analysis made of the claims 
potentially covered by Public Law 626. 

Your letter di,d not indicate whether a copy h8.d been sent to Mr. 
Myron and it occurs to me that this should be done so that he can 
provide his views to me and also to the committee, if a bill should 
be considered. I would prefer, however, not to do so unless this is 
agreeable with you and if you will so authorize, I will bring this to 
Mr. Myron 1s attention without delay and ask him for an opinion and for 
his further views on the whole problem in the hope that we might be able 
to go forward with the matter as was originally intended by legislation 
which I introduced. ". 

; '; 

341864 
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Dear I>1r. 14.yron (or, Colonel Townsend):. 

Since receivini your letter of March 27. 1956, with reference to the claims 

filed by the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization under Public Law 626, I 

have made a careful study pf the several categories of the claims which you list 

in your letter, with the view of determinillg whether a:;v of these categories might 

be settled administratively without further delay. My own exploration of the 

problem, ,fortif1edby discussions with persons competent in. the general field,. 

persuades me that' the Office of Alien Property ma,ysafely pay the JRSO the value 
. . 

of the property in the category 7 and 8 claims under the authority contained in 

I have been advised that Mr. Rubin has been in consultation with your office 
. . 

, . - . 

and that there has been some discllssion of a bill which would authorize the Office 

of Alien Property to ~ttle the category 7 and 8 claims. 

I am convinced that such legislation is unnecessary and that, in view of the· 

proof in support of these claims, both of an affirmative and negative character, 

the Office of Alien Property ma,y proceed to pay the JRsb the value of the property' 

of these claims. I s~ this because, as I see the problem, the projected bill 

can only be implementary of the Congre~sion~l intention expressed in Public Law 

626. Consequently, i.f there is .a.fficienteV;:d~ncELtCl warrant the Congress to say 


that the property in these two categories of claims is the heirless property of 


persecutees. the same evidence Should be sufficient to induce the Office of Alien 


Property to hold that the pr~perty is such property. 


I recognize that the Congress has plenary authority to declare that the property 

in ,uestion is the kind of property which shollld be turned over to the JRSO. But 

that ~ouli be a radical depazture from the original intention of P~blic Law 626, 

which is to tu~ over'to the qualifying Successor Organizations property which was, 

in fact, heirless property of persecutees. 



.. 

-2

I thin-V:: there -should be little question about category 7 claims which y-ou 

descri be as claims where Uthe JRSO may be successor under Public Law 626. 11 The 

chief problem relates to cetegorJ 8 claims, With respect to whi~hit is said 

that IIthere is no information cooosrning the vestee or his heirs. 1I I believe that 

absence of evidence on these claims, the failure of anyone to have made an tn

quiry about his property is, in claims of this type, proof which is entitled to 

be given considerable weight. If we assume that the property is that of perse

cutees, it may further be assumed that it is the property of heirless persecutees 

.for if the persecute~had heirs they would have filed claims to the property under 

the 1946 .Amendment to the Trading with the Enemy Act. 

The crucial question is whether the property is that of persecutees. I am 

advised that theJRSO filed claims to property foroerly owned by persons whose 

surnames are commonly used by Jews. While there is no invariabJ..e connection be

tween a specifi c surname and his racial strain or religious affiliation, it is 

entitled to be given some weight. ·And coupled with· the fact tlk~t no inquiries 

have been made about the property- in question, it is, in my judgment ample evi

dence to warrB.nt the finding that the property is the property of heirless per

secutees. 

:Because' the colossal human tragedy resulting in themass genocide practiced 

by- the Nazi re€,;ime is in itself tmprecedentedin modern times, there are necessarily 

practically- no precedents. in law forthe disposition of the type of problenl pre

sented by the JRSO claims. Nevertheless, our ovm history shows that whentha 

National Origin Immigration Law was enacted in 1924, the Congress relied on the 

surna."lles of persons reported in the 1790 census in order to determine the number 

of persnas \7ho were of Ilco l oniCl.l stock ll (Statement by the Ron. Herbert :Brownell, 

Jr., Attorney General of the U. S. I delivered before the Subcommittee on Immigration.
g 
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of the Committee of the Judiciary, U.S. Senate, Friday, April 13, 1956, page 16). 
. ' 

It seeIDS to me that if the Cone;ress of the United States can accept the surnames 

of individuals as a guide to ,their national strain, the Office of Alien Property 

can accept surnazlles, commonly used by lews, as proof that the persons who bore, 

those names were Jewish. Tbis is especi8~ly,true of the cases under consideration. 

in which negativa evidence (failure to make EI.n inquiry) is of evidentiary value. 

There is, admittedly, an element of risk in the administrative determination 

that the property in categorJ* 8 cases is heirless property of persecutees. ~owever, 

wonder whether that risk would be eliminated by enacting additional legislation 

declaring that the property is the heirless property' ofpersecutees.' In T1i:r opi

nion, legislation would only serve to shift the burden from your agency which 

under Public Law 626 has the responsibility of making the determination, to Con

. gress whose function is to lay dOVin general principles but not to make determinations 

of fact., 

I would, finally, draw your attention to the fact that under Public Law 686, 

the JRSO would be required to surrender to the pe~sons lawfUlly entitled thereto. 

property which it received under the Law, within two years after the. date of aequi

si tion. This is a substantial se,feguard that persons having priori ty to ,the pro

perty will not be deprived of their l'ights by vi,rtue of the present turnover to 

the JRSO. 

I believe that to reach a jQ.st solution of the V9'r"J difficult problem presented
I 

by the implementation of PL 626, itt is e,asential that the problem of implementation 

be approached with due consideration to the uniqueness of the claims invo,lved. 

Justice, in my judgment, will be defeated if there is an insistence upon a strict 

legalistic approach to the probler:.t and if the,·JRSO is, as claiman·ts are in the· 

orthodox: lawsuit, required to prove by a preponderance of affirmative evidence that 

the property in question is both the property of Jewish persecutees and heirless. 

t', ., ' .. 
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I test that you ~ find it possible to agree, basically, with the 

views expressed above. Please let me hear from.you at your earliest conve

nience. 

Sincerely, 


Everett McKinley Dirksen 


{" 

341868 
,., .... 
. I 

~ 



c 
o 

p 
y 

unfED 8TADS 811AD 

Ceadtte. OIl Appropriatiou 

Mr. ltaIldolph Bohrer 

Attoraey at t.. 

U$S,euth La. ,Salle Street 


."_~~~Hg._,llUa~,",,.,. ' 
'.' , 

».arlladYI 

Ithaa taken a llttle while toruD do .... that ameuditumt drafted b7 
'Seymour Rubill 'to .rreo'bllate a lump sum 81loo_ioD' out ot heirl.,.. 

refuge. aoo~a, ~oth. 8800'Gl'1t of _ org_izatio. d.alpated by 

the Presid.nt as _powered to reoei..... suoh tuDda ter' refugee •• 

related parpos~•• 


Paul Myron" D.puty Ad:m1.niatrator ot the Ali.n Property Ottie. haa 

dew;t;ed a goodd.al of time to it aut:tie. al.o.talk....ith BubiD,.' If 

the bill were iatz:'oduoed, the Alien PrOperty Offioe Wftld d.tbti'tely' 

aad III adverse report; oathe ...uure aa.d this. of oour.8,Ruld enly 

off'er great diff'ioulty illseauring f'avorable oouai.eration. 


" 
What has oame out of this, hOwever, .. are.ultaf'." .xploration is 

that the Of'tiae of AlieJl Propertyw1ll spend t11l:•• or tour ....ks in 

dillgeJltly rulmiag d01lll1 everyelle of' th.ae individual aooOUllta ad 

facilltate the ark 'that aould not 011 be dOlle by the World Jewish 

Congreaa. 


I 11111 have 8Ilother. r.port Oil this nry ahortly and it 'i8' _irel,. 

paslible that by administrative methods':. a'8I1 .e.•pllsh the s_ 

resu~t. lIbileI have DO he8itat!•• t6 1Btroduoe suoh a bill, I would 

dislik. to do it ..hen I know in advance that an adverse report will 

b. rendered.beo8nso 8uchadverae reports have a war ottim•• of' pr. 

judioiag the oause.. 8Dd this I would not llke to .e. happen. 


believe Mr. Rubin has talked with Paul Myron sinoe I pat this in the 
111111, and insof'ar as I eould tell, he probably agr.es with this approach • 

. Best wishea. 

Ever.ttMOKinley DirkseR 

I 

http:goodd.al
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31 Quai Wilson 
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LONDON WI 
55 New Cavendish St. 

MELBOURNE 
325. Collins Stre~t 

M EX I CO CIT Y 

Calle de Cuba. 81 


MONTEVIDEO 

Calle Florida 1418 


MONTREAL 
493 Sherbrooke St., W. 

;

pARIS VI I I 
78 Av. des Ch. EIY$ees. 

RIO DE JANERIO 
'Caixa Postal 2344 

R o E 
Lungotevere Sanzio 9 

SANTIAGO 
Tarapaca 868 

STOCKHOLM 
Grev Magnigatan II 

T E. L A V I V 
Montefiore, Street 24 

'~WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

15 EAST 84TH STREET 

NEW YORK 28, N. Y. 

CABLES: WORLDGRESS, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: TRAPALGAR 9-4500 

JUDe 1, 1956 

Hon. Everett M. Dirksen 

Jrnited States.Senate 

Washing1?on, D. ,C. 


"Dear Senator: 

I did not send Mr. Myron a copy of my letter of May 9th 
beoause I thought that it would be more effective if you presented 
the views eXpressed in that letter as' your OllJl vieWB ~ Sinoe' 
Mr. Myron seems to have oome to the conclusion that the,.,Offioe of 
Aliell Property requires specific legislative authority t~ pay the 
JRSO the value of the category 'I and 8 cieims, it will be rath.er dit 
ti~ult"to induce him. toab811don this position.' Although I have un
reserved taith in the legal soundness ot my appr9ach to the oate-. 
gory 'I and 8 claims" I think it will have a mUch better chance ot 
acceptance by Mr. M;yron and Colonell'ownsend if' it appeared that you 
and, it possible, the mambers of' yo~ subcommittee-- independently . 
arrived at the conclusions c oDt aiDed in the letter. . 

, In going over thecorrespondenoe on this entire matter,I 
f'ind a copy ot your letter to Mr. Bohrer dated February 10. In that 
letter you indicate that you ~re ~ting tor Mr.. MYronts analysis
ot the claims.. f'iled by the JRSO and that you tllougbt that af'ter the 
report had reached you it JiJigllt be possible to reach' administratively 
the result' 8ought by the bill whioh you were asked to introduce. As 
you and I ~l.'eed in your oi"f'ice, no additional legislation is nec,s
sary to settle the category 'I and 8 claims. These claims, with the 
prooi",',:both affirmative (surnames commonly uSed. by JeD) and negative 
'(theabs8nce of any inqu~ry about the property).. in. .support of them." 
~ bfil settled by the Office of' Alien Property"admi:D1stratively_ as 
you enyls,ioned in your letter to)lr. BC?hrer. All it takes f'or the 

. Of'f'ice'o-fiAlien Property to pay these. clai:ins"-~s to come to grips with 
the proble~ and ~o understand their unique character.. as outlined in 

. my letter of May 9th,. 

I do not discount the pOBBibility that 1IIe maystill have to 
appeal to, Congress for help•. 1 am. confident that in that eveDt.. you 
will help us in the sponsorship of legislation along the lines whioh 
have'be4jln discussed by Mr. Rubin and the Of'f'ice of Alien Property. 

3418?D~ 
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However.. before forced to the ordeal of seeking the. enactment of 
a law authorizing the Office of Alien Property to settle the 
category '1 and 8 claims ...... should try to oonvince that Offioe 
that it has the present plenary authority under Public Law 626 to . 
proceed to p~ the JRSO the value of the property-in these two 
categories. 

I In the hope that you will agree with Di:I recommenq.ation as .to . 
how. we should proceed with this problem short of intr0ducing a! new bill.. ~ ha~ prepared a draft of a letter which you might send 
to Mr~ MYron oreolonel Townsend.. designed to achieve an adminis
trative settlement of the category '1 and 8 claims• 

.H_........---.. HI·-sha.J.l·eagerly. awalt your reply• 


With highest esteem.. I am 

Sino.rely, ~ 

ASH:st. am. S. Hyman 
enc. ~~tive Secretary 



May 9, 1956 

Hon. Everett M. Dirksen 
United States Senate 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Senator Dirksen: 

I EPpreciil.te the opportunity you extended me on May 1st 
to discuss with you the implementation of the heirless property 
law (PL 626). Knowing how busy you are, I was especially pleased 
with the amount of time you gave meo 

I should like at this time to summarize the views I ex
pressed in the oourse of our conferenoe • 

. I regard the information you reoeived from Mr. Myron. 
Offioe of.Alien Property, very valuable inasmuch as it provides the 
basic information on which discussions for the settlement of olaims 
of the Jewish Restitution Suocessor Organization (JRSO) may be 
predicated. The analysis oontained in Mr. Myron's ,letter discloses 
two oategories of olaims which. in mw judgment, oan be disposed of 
without further delay_ I refer to oategories 7 and 8 olaims, in the 
aggregate sum. of $24.608.77 and ,841,325.16, respectively. Mr. Myron 
conoedes that "it appears JRSO may be suocessor under Publio Law 626 ft 

in the category 7 cases. With respeot to category 8 ca~es, he says, " 
"there is no information ooncerning the vestee or his heirs. a 

Mr. Seymour Rubin of Washington, D. C;', who is General Counsel 
of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, has had informal dis
cuss ions with the Offioe of Alien Property with respect to the entire 
problem of the implementation of Publio Law 626. From these discus
sions Mr. Rubin has gained the impression that the Office of Alien 
Property feels that it is powerless to pay the JRSO the value ,of the 
property in the categories 7 and 8 cases unless it receives Congressionll 
authority to do so. In this connection. legislative language along the 
following line has been disoussed: . 

"The President or such officer ashe may designate is 
. authorized and direoted to allow claims for return of. 
property or interests presented pursuant to this sub
section by a successor organization previously desig
nated by the President, provided that 1) such claims 

http:841,325.16
http:24.608.77
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have been timely filed by such successor organization; 

2) no other claim for the return of the property or in.. 

terest having prima facie validity is pending; and 

3) after such investigation as is feasible prior to 

July 1, 1956, the President or such officer has not ad

duoed information reasonably shoWing the ownership by 

another claimant of such property or interest; and pro

vided that returns under this Bubsection shall be made 

not later than December 31,1956." 


In my view, no further legislation is necessary to authorize the Office 
of Alien Property to settle the category 7 and 8 claims; nor, for that 
matter, allY other claims filed by the JRSOo 

The legislative intent of Public Law 626 is clear. It is to turn 
over to. the successor organizatioJ). to be. designated thereunder all the 
property taken under the Trading with the Enemy Aet which belonged to en
emy nationals who were persecuted on racial, religious and political grounds 
and who died heirless. The funds realifed from this property are to be used 
for the relief and resettlement of the victimscf Nazi persecution residing 
in the United States. 

I am su;e that it is the desire of the Office of Alien Property to 
cooperate in the implementation of Public Law 626. However, I Jaave the 
impression that the Office of Alien.. Property' has adopted an approach to the 
problem of proof presented by 1?he JRSO olaims which does not take into full 
account the very nature of the claj;m,s. Nothing about these claims is more 
fundamental than the fact that the claims relate to property which belonged 
to persons who, together with every member of their families, perished. 
Along with their annihilation, every vestige of proof of ownership disappeared. 
,Moreover, so thorough· were the Nazis in exterminating the Jews that the com
munal records of the communities, in which the Jews lived were also destroyed. 
In view of these circUJllBtances, more fully set ,forth in Mr. Rubi,n's memoranda, 
attached hereto, it is virtually' imposeible for the JRSoto present the type 
of proof in support of its claims which living claim~s can produce in sup
port of their claims being adjudicated by the Office' of:' Alien Property. For 
the Office of Alien Property to require the JRSO to sub~t the ,kind and quan
tity of proof ~equired in the ordinary type of claim is to frustrate, albeit 
unwittingly, the clear legislative intention of'PublicLaw 626. 

" 

I assume that the Office of Alien Property should have no objection 
to paying the JRSO the value of the prope.r,ty in the category 7 claims. The 
real question relates to the property in the category 8 cases. To repeat, 
these are the cases with respect to which Mr. Myron asserts "ihere is no in
formation concerning the vestee or his heirso" While this maybe literally 
true, I would submit that it constitutes no o9stacle to an administrative 
determination that the property is that of perwecutees who died heirless. 
If the property is that of persecutees, then the fact that no heirs have as
serted any claim to, or made any inquiries concerning, the property is, in 



fact, strong proof that the owner of the property died heirless. This fol
lows from the fact that since 1946, we have had on our statutes an amendment 
to the Trading with the Enemy Act which authorizes the return to persecutees 
or their heirs of property taken . under that Act. Knowing of the wide dis
semination of information concerning property restitution among those who· 
might benefit by laws providing such restitution.. I think it is safe to as
sume that if there were any h$irs who might lawfully claim property in the 
category 8 cases, they would during the past ten years .. have asserted their 
claims. Consequently, there is no doubt in my mind that if the property in 
the category 8 cases is the property of a persecutee, either the original 
owner or the surviving heirs would, by this time, have communicated. with the 
Office of Alien Property with respect to the property in question. 

The crucial problem is whether the property is that of persecutees. 
In my opinion. there is suffioient evidence that this property belongs to 
perseoutees. What the JRSOdid in asserting titie to this property, is to 
lay claim to the property owned by persons whose surnames are common among 
Jews. While this is not an infallible guide, it .does provide a measure of 
proof which an administrative agency, adjudicating these claims, may# with 
a minlmum of risk, respect. This is especially true in the matter under 
considerat.ion since the Office of Alien Property has in its analysis of all 
of the olaims filed by the JRSO removed from any present serious consideration 
those claims in which there is some evidence that the property involved is 
not thatofpersecutees who died heirless. I refer to the property in cate
gories 1 - 6.. both inclusive, listed in Mr. ~ronls letter. 

Because the oolossal human tragedy resulting in the mass genocide 
practiced by the Nazi regime is in itself unprecedented in modern times, there 
are necessarily practically no precedents in law for the disposition of the 
type of problem confronting us. Nevertheless .. our own history shows that 
when the National Origin Immigration L.aw was enacted in 1924, the Congress 
relied on the surnames of persons, reported in the 1790 census in order to 
determine the number of persons who were of "colonial stock" (Statement by 
the Hono Herbert Brownell, Jr., Attorney General of the Uo So, delivered 
before the Sub-8ommittee on Immigration of the Committee of the Judiciar,y, 
U. S. Senate, Friday, April 13, 1956, page 16.) If the Congress of the 
United States canacoept the surnames of individuals as a guide to their na
tional strain# the Office of Alien property oan acoept surnames# commonly 
used by Jews, as proof that the perlilons who bore those names were Jewish. 
This is especially true of the cases under consideration in which negative 
evidence (failure to make an inquiry) is of evidentiary value. The fact that 
the oW!l.Elrs of the property in category 8 cases made no inquiry" warrants 
some presumption that the owners are dead and the fact that they are dead 
tragically warrants the presumption that they were Jewish. 

There is one other precedent which I believe is relevant. The 
JRSO which was appointed by the President of the United States to acquire 
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the heirless property in the U. S. Zone of Germany, pursuant to U. S. 
Military Government Law 59, was confronted with the identical problem in 
Germanyo It, too, laid c.laim to property onad by persons Who bore Jewish 
surnames. ,After eliminating from the claims filed the type of claims em
braced by categories 1-6, there remained a residuum of claims similar to 
categories 7 and 8. It is a fact that the German Laender made bulk settlements 
with the JRSO on the basis of the value of the property in such residual 
claims. 

In any event. Senator, I personally cannot see how additional legis
lation can help in the solution of the problem. I was pleased to find you in 
agreement with this point of view. Of course, the Congress can by fiat de
clare that the property in category 1 and 8 claims shall be turned over to the 
JRSO. (This, of course, would be a departure from the theory of Public Law 626~ 
However, the Congress cannot, by law, s~ that the property is heirless prop

erty 01' persecutees if, in fact, the property does not answer that description. 
I believe that as between the Congress and the Office of Alien Property, 
clearly the latteri. in a much better position than the former to make the 
determination that the property in question is the heirless property of per
secutees. It the property is the heirless property of persecutee., no legis
lation is necessary to make it so; if it is not such property, legislation 
cannot make it so. 

Obviously, there is an element 0 f risk in the administrative dete~na
tion that the property in category 8 cases is heirless property of persecutees. 
However, that risk would not be eliminated by enacting additional legislation 
declaring that the property is the heirless property of persecutees. Legisla~ 
tion would only serve to shift the burden from. an administrative agency which 
under Public Law 626 has the responsibility of making the determination. to 
Congre~s Whose function, as I understand, it is to lay down general principles 
but not to make determinations of fact. 

I would, finally, draw your attention to the fact that under Public 
Law 626, the JRSO would be required to surrender to the persons lawfully entitled 
thereto, property which it received under the Law, within two years after the 
date of acquisition_ This is a substantial safeguard that persons having priority 
to the property will not be deprived of their rights by virtue of the present 
turnover to the JRSO. 

To reach a just solut'ion of the very difficult problem presented by the 
implementation of PL 626, it is essential that the agency charged with the res-. 
ponsibility of implementing it, approach the problem of implementation with due 
consideration to the uniqueness of the claims involved. Justice, in my judgment, 
will be' defeated if there is an insistence upon a strict legalistio approaoh 
to the problem and if the JRSO is, as claimants are in the orthodox lawsuit, 
required to prove by a preponderance of affirmative evidence that the property 
in question is both the property of Jewish persecutees and heirless. 

I know, Senator, that you, who have done so much to bring about PL 626, 
share my hope that the law may be implememedwith the minimum of delay so 
that the proceeds may be put at the disposal of persons who are in great need. 

I ~': :: '/J 
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Inasmuch as you indicated your general agreement with my basic approach towards 
categories 7 and 8 claims" we might make substantial progress in the settlement 
of these claims i£fyou would convey your views to the Office of Alien Property. 
It wouadof oourse be even more helpful if you were in a position to advise the 
Office of Alien Property that the vieWB which you express are shared by the 
members of your Subcommittee. I feel that encouraged by an opinion coming from 
a source as high as yourself and the members of your Subcommittee, the Office 
of Alien Property might conclude that it needs no additional legislative autho
rity to proceed with the settlement of the categories 7 and 8 claims. 

I would greatly appreciate hearing trom you on this matter at your 
first opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

ASH:st 	 Abraham S.. Hyman 
ExeoutiveSecretary 

Enclosures: l) Copy of letter of Maroh 27, 1956 ~rom Paul V. Myron to 
the Hono Everett M. Dirksen 

2) ".bUemorand~ Explanatory of Attached Billlt by Seymour Rubin 

3) Statement of Seymour J. Rubin before the Subcommittee on 
the Trading With the EneII\Y Act of the Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary 
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I believe that it you and the members or your Subcommittee conveyed to 

the Ottice of Alien Property that it is yoUr opinion that the Otfice of 

Alien Property has the authority to settle the category 7 and 8 claims 

without additional legislation. it might be persuasive with the Ottice 

ot Alien Property and achieve an early and just solution of the problem. 


I would greatly appreciate hearing from you on this matter at your _. 

first opportunity. 


-Sincerely. 

Abraham S. Hyman 
Executive Secretary 

-Enclosures: 1) Copy of letter ot March 27. 1966 trom. Paul V. Iqron to 
the Hon.Everett M. Dirksen 

2) "Memorandum Explanatory of Attached Bill" by Seymour Rubin . 

3) Statement ot Seymour J. Rubin betore the Subcommittee on 
the Trading With the Enem;y Act ot the Senate Committee on 
the Judioiary 

3418~1 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT COjTCERNING HEIRIESS 	PROFERT! ,CIAIMS 
UNDER PUBLIC 'rAW 626 

The attached bill proposes an amendment to the Tradi~g with the Enemy 

Actl as amended1 which is necessary to attain the obJectives estab11shedas 

United. States policy by Public taw 6261 83rd Congressl 2nd Session. It pro

vides authority 'lor a swift bulk settlement of claims relating to the property 

in the United States of persecutees under HItler who perished without heirs. 

The property in the United States of' enemy nationals is generally 

vested under the Trading with the Enem;y Act. The Congress has long recognizedl 

ho-wever1 and has made legislative provisionl that persons who were persecuted 

for religious 1 racial or political reasons were a special category, and were 

entitled to return of their property. 

This principle, however1 could not be 	applied to "heirless or unclaimed" 

property. That property belonced to persecutees - but they and their know 

relatives perished in the holocaust that engulfed six million Jews during the 

years of' Hitler' s power. 

The United States did not want to retain this property. It felt that 

the victims would have wanted it - or 	,its proceeds - to be used for the relief 

of needy survivora of persecution. In Public Law 6261 83rd Congress, 

2nd SessiOO I the Congress thus set up 	a procedure under which a successor or

ganization, designated by the President of the United states, could claim this 

heirless property. Under stringent safeguards - including the assurance that 

all of the proceeds l without deduction of administrative expensel would go to 

the victims ~ this organization was to claiml liquidate and distribute the 

prOperty for charitable use. The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 
j 

(JRSO), a New York membership corpora~ion" was 4esignated by President 


Eisenhowr in JatlUary' 1955. 


The JRSO has now filed almost 7,1000 claims to property. Of these claims, 

. 	 I' . 	 . i ., I 	 . 

some 4/558 involve cases in which the:qe is no conflicting claim of any sort. 
. . 	 I 

The amounts in· these claims vary enorDfOUSly - from a few dollars t~ upwards 
Il . . 

of a hundred thousand dollars. Asceriaimnent of basic' facts about them is an
I 	 '". 
I 

almost insuperable task.. Addresses at missing. ".Wlie're addresses are know, 

the original owners and a·ll of their relatives haveot'ten vanished during theI 	 . 

nightmare 	of persecution. Even using Ithe best available records - those of 

I 


such organizations as:the Inte~ational,Tracing Service1 for example- basic 
I 

, data cannot be found, or is"iDoomplet~. 
341-8.82i _ \ '.' ... 

I .; 

" 
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This situation poses a basic problem: how is the will of Congress to be 

carried out, and the proceeds of heirless property in the United States used 

for the intended relief purposes in the United states? It is clear that, with

out a new approach, the claims of the JRSO will take years to process, and will 

impose an intolerable burden on both the government and this charitable or

ganizatton. 

A bulk settlement of these claims, based on the best available statis

tical data, is the only answer. The attached bill provides for such a bulk 

settlement. 

The bulk settlement principle has been explored with the Administration. 

It is agreed that it would save endless time SlId effort. The techniques used 

in the statistical appraisal have been worked out, and checked step-by-step, 

with the Administration, though the actual estimates are of course the re

sponsibility of the JRSO. A floor of $2 million and a ceiling of $3 million 

(as already provided in P.L. 626) are :contained in the proposed bill. 

Heirless property use for relief purposes has always enjoyed strong 

bipartisan support. (Bills on heirless property have been submitted by 

Senators Taft, McGrath, O'Connor, Dirksen, Hennings and Langer, and by 

Representatives Crosser and Wolverton). Bulk settlements have, in Germany, 

been strongly supported by the United States and have proved an effective 

technique for ensuring maximum use of funds for charity. The attached bill 

.fits within these principles. It is urged as necessary to carry out the in

tent of the Congress as expressed in Public Law 626 - that the property in the 

United States left by victims of persecution who died without heirs be used, 

as quickly as possible, for the relie~ of those who survivea.,;~. but are now 
, 

impoverished, ill, and in want. i 



i 
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MEMORANDUM EXPLANATORY OF ATTACHED BILL 

To amend the Trading with the Enell\Y Aot, as amended, so as to ,allow 

bulk settlement of oertain olaims by suocessor organiza

tions to heirless or unolaimed property. 

The attaohed bill proposes an amendment to the Trading with the Ene~ 

Aot, whioh is necessary to attain the objeotives established as United States 

polioy by Public Law 626, 83d Congress, 2d Session. It provides authorit,y for 

a swift bulk settlement of olaims relating to the property in the United States 

of perseoutees under Hitler who perished without heirs. 

Public Law 626, whioh is now found as Subseotion (h) of Seotion32 of 

the Trading With the Enemy.k'ct, put into effeot as internal United States legis

lation a polioy whioh the 'United States had long followed in its international 

relations. That polioy was that heirless property whioh belonged to parsons who 
. , 

, . 

had been persecuted by the Nazis in Germany or in oocupied Europe for politioal, 

raoial or religious reasons should be ~tilized for the benefit of the ~urviving 

members of that class of persecutee to which the deoeased owner had belonged. 

During the Nazi regime in Euro:pe, some 6 million Jews perished. Their 

property, as well as the property of those who managed to survive the Nazi 

holooaust, had been confisoated in one form or another by the Nazi authorities. 

One of the first aots ot the Allied forces in Europe was to rescind the old 

Nazi laws and to put into effect restitution procedures which woUld restore 

their properties to those persons who survived or to their legitimate heirs. 

Military Government Law 59 in the Amerioan zone of Germany was an early example 

of the implementation of this policy. It werved as the model for other similar 

laws in the other Western zones of Gerinany. Moreover, its principles have been 

oontinued, and to a certain extent e~anded, inconneotion with the Contractual" 

Agreement which forms one of the oonstitutional documents for the Bonn Government.
I ' 
I 

It was obvious from the outse~, however, that vast amounts of prope~ty,, 

which had been taken mainly from the ~ews,but also from various other categories ' 
. I . 

, , i ', 
, of persecutees, oould never be reoove~ed by individual olaimants. The reason 

was that these individual claimants hab perished in Buchenwald and Bergen-Balsen
I , 

and the other ooncentration camps ere~ted by the Nazi regime. Moreover, the 

Nazi policy of exterminat~on was so t~orough that vast amounts of property 

would be unclaimed ie~e~ ~y heirs, sinJe Whole families had been wiped out. 
. ' ,I ' " 

Mil1tary Government Law 59 ,therefore p,rovided a. mechanism by which this heirless 

'property oould be clalmed'and ,collect~ by a charitable' organization under pro-
3,4J,.g 83cedures which ensured that the ll"oce i s of this property would be used for " a ~:. :I 
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fundamental objective of the Allied nations -- the relief and rehabilitation of' 

those who had formerly been persecuted. 

The organization which was designated by General Clay under Military 

Government Law 59 to collect the Jewish heirless properties was a New York 

charitable membership corporation known as the Jewish Restitution Successor 

Organization (J.R.S.O.). This organization was founded by a cooperating group 

of well-established ,and responsible Jewish organizations in, the United States. 

It had as its objective the filing and the processing of claims for Jewish heir

less property. It was accredited to the American occupation forces, was recog

nized as performing a task which was basic to the Allied occupation of Germany, 

and cooperated closely - as it still does today - with the American authorities 

in Germany. 

It was logical, therefore, that the Congress of the United States should 

take cognizance of the similar, thoughimuch smaller, problem of heirless prop

, erty here in the United States. ~ately after the war, the Congress had 

unanimously passed legislation amendin~ the Trading With the Enem,v Act and 
. I . 

providing that political, racial or re~igious persecutees could obtain return 

of their property which had been veste4 here in the United States by the Alien 
I 

Property Custodian, even though they w~re technically lIenemytt. (In most cases, 

of course, these persons were in fact stateless.) An individual who was for

tunate enough to survive the Nazi regime, and who had been persecuted, could 

therefore apply to the Alien Property CUstodian for return of his property 

and get that P' o:r;e rty back. But a substantial number of persons who would 

have been eligible claimants, aDd who had property in the United States, had 

perished, together with their entire families, in Nazi Germany or in the Balkan 

satellites. It seemed logical, therefore, t~t~the action which had been taken 

by the' United States - and by the oth~r Allied authorities -.. in Germany in 
~ . I ' 

regard to heirless property should serte as the model for action with respect 

to heirless property here in the Unit~ States. Legislation incorporating this 
, I. 

proposal was put fon~ard in several sUfcessive Congresses, always on a bipartisan 

basis and with the support of such distinguished Senators as Senators Taft, 
, ' I 

McGrath and OIConor. It should be noted that this legislation was first intro.. 

duced in 1948, three years after the elm of World War II. It was the conviction 
• , I 

of the distinguished sponsors of this legislation seven years ago that this 

matter must be handled with dispatch ~ the interest of the surviving victims of 
I 

I 

I 
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In the 83m Congress, a bill to this effect was sponsored by Senators 

Hennings, Dirksen and Langer, and that b11l became Public Law, 626. It estab

lished the principle that heirless property found in the United States should 

be used, under strict standards laid down in the legislation, for relief and re

habilitation of the surviving category of persecutees. ,It'.1iiS:i:~Mca:td..ve:*,hat, the 

let.lsiatlhpn~.pr.Ovides:J:;ba.t.;.n, portion of the funds to be made available to a suc

cessor organization under Public Law 626 is to be used for administrative or 

legal expenses. Reports are to be made to the Congress and every safeguard is 

present to ensure that the total1ty of the funds will be used within the United 

States for the rel1efof deserving, needy persons. 

The legislation required the designation of a successor organization Which, 

would be charged with the qUasi-public duty of carrying out its provisions. In 

January of 1955, ·in-esident EisenhOW'er issued an Executive Order designating the 

Jewish Restitution Successor OrganizatiOn 'as the successor organization under 

Public Law 626. Since that time, the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 
. i . 

has been engaged in the monumental taskiof attempting to ascertain the nature 

and extent of the heirless property in ~he United States, to file, claims within 
, ,I ' 

the time limit provided in the law and to , devising a method in cooperation with 

the Office of Alien Property of the Dep~tment of Justice for the expeditious and 

speedy processing of these claims. 

The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization was faced with the fact 

that no one -- no private individual and no Government office -- had any lists, 

records, or organized sources of information available which would indicate 

which were the properties or interests ~ch, under the ]a w, the Jewish Restitu

tion Successor Organization was entitled and in duty bound to claim. Procedures 

therefore had to be devised. On reques~, the Office of Alien Property provided 
! 

a list to the Jewish Restitution SUcces~or Organi,zation. This list contained 

the names found in all, of the vesting o¥ers issued :- sorne 44,000 of them _ 
I " 

by the Office of Alien Property during 1he years of its existence since World 
, ! 

War II. Experts then carefully examined these lists ana, from their knowledge
.' I ' 
of ]!:uropean communities and nomenclaturi' and in some cases from direct know-

I " " 
ledge, put together another list contai~ing thos~ names which were distinctively 

Jewish.' ,This acknowledgedly rough matJfiau. '~was then subjected to the series ~:;:'i 
of refining processes. First, the Offi~ of Alien Property went through the 

I 

lists and checked off those names as to rhiCh title claims -- that is, claims for 

return of the property -- already exister' Quite clearly, except in thos,e cases 

in which, the claim might be disallowed, lthese names did riot represent' assets to, 

i . 3.4;t:8~8i·5~~ 
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which the Jewish Res.titution Successor Organization could properly lay claim, 

since it can, ~ any case, ask for the return to it only of unclaimed property. 

The Jewish Restitution Successor Organizationthen filed, as putative successor 

under Public Law 626, thousands of claims, which in general -- though not en

tirely -- reflected those names as to which no conflicting title claim was 

pending. This was a monwnental task, which had to be completed by mid-August, 

1955. 

Subsequent to the filing of these claims, the Jewish Restitution 

Successor Organization again engaged upon a refining process. It undertook to 

re-examine and analyze its lists, in order to withdraw all of those claims 

which appear to be not wellL.. founded. In this process, some thousands of claims 

have been withdrawn. 

There are now on record and docketed with the Office of Alien Property 

some 6,899 Jewish Restitution Successo.r Organization claims.. Of these, there 

is no conflicting claim in 4,558 case~, a nd there is an adverse title or debt 

claim in 2,341 cases. It should bep~inted out that for present purposes it has 

been necessar,y to lump together adver~e title and debt claimS, so that it may 

be presumed that even in the latter c~tegor,y of cases some values will accrue 

. to the Jewish Restitution Successor Oziganization, aSSuming, as seems reasonable, 

that debts against vested assets do not in all cases come to 100 percent of the 

value of those assets. 

The above recital is, we believe; sufficient to indicate the absolute 

necessity of legislation which would permit and direct the Office of Alien 

Property to work out a bulk settlement of these claims with the Jewish Restitu

tion Successor Organization. In the absence of a bulk settlement, the J.R.S.O.-

which by statute is prohibited from d~biting any of these funds to its adminisilif: 

trative e2Penses -- would have to pro~ess at least 4,500 individual claims. The 
I 

ordinary claimant has difficulty enough in assembling proofs and evidence. And 
I . 

he, it will be remembered, knows what [property he is claiming, what his proofs 
. I . 

are, where the property was located ~ the United States, what bank. held his 

deposit, etc. In· almost no case is tJe Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, . . 

I 
in possession of this kind of basic iliformation at the outset. 

Ascertaining the facts and asJembling the proofs in thousands and thou~ 
sands of cases, where by definition tJe original omers and their entire fami

lies are dead and vanished, their records generally burnt or ~estroyed, is an 
I .. 

task of JUCh magnitude as'·to s taager the imagination.
I .. I;> 

I 
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It is so great a task, in fact, that it seriously jeopardizes the clear objective 

which the Congress sought in enacting Public Law 626 -- the provision of heirless 

funds, speedily and without deduction of any kind, for the relief of surviving, 

needy persecutees now in the United States. It is certain that the sponsoring 

Senators and the Congress did not anticipate the enormity of this Adrninis~tive 

task when Public Law 626 was enacted. 

Moreover, the processing of this vast number of claims wouJd throw an in

tolerable burden not merely on the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, but 

also on the Office of Alien Property. EVen on the basis of the Office of Alien 

Property's present workload, which includes approximately 7,000 pending title 

claims apart from those filed by the J.ReS.O., itlould be years before it could 

process the J.R.S.O. claims. Should legislation be passed by the next session 

of Congress which provides for aprogr~ of partial or other returns to former 

enemy owners, the burden on the Office.of Alien Property will be increased. Undel', 

these circumstances, if the purposes of Public Law 626 are to be at~ined, a bulk 

settlement of the J .R.S.O. claims is a : necessary amendment to the Trading \lath 

the Enemy Act. 

There is ample precedent in heirless property matters, for bulk settle

ments. Bulk settlements have in fact been worked out by the J.R.S.O. with the 
~ 

various German laender -- that is, German states -- in the American zone of 

Germany and in Berlin. These bulk settlements have had the enthusiastic endorse

ment and support of the United States Government, of the Bonn and hender govern

ments, and of all interested in achieving relief and not in shuffling papers. 

They provide a method for cutting through what would otherwise be years of ex

pensive processing of thousands of individual claims. 

A bulk settlement, of course, !must be worked out on the basis of esti-
I 

mates. Estimates, however~ are infini~elY to be preferred to a long dr~wn out 

and highly expensive procedure whi~h clm result only in the building up of enol'
, '. I . 

. I· 

mous administrative expenses which would have to be borne by the charitable funds. , ! 
not to neglect the appropriation of substantial amounts which would have to be 
, 'I ' 

provided to the Office of Alien ProperrY so that it could process these thotBands' 

of individual claims. I 
The J.R.S.O. has therefore worked out step-by-step procedures which will 

minim1ze the risk of error in the preJration of the necessary estimates upon, 

W~Ch a bulk settlement can be based~ IIt has discussed these plans with officials 
I ,
I 

of the Executive and Legislative Branches in order to make them as careful and . 

. the results as acC)U'ate as possible•.. 1' ....'. . 341:'" . 
I ;." :8.,~:'7
I " .~, ::' i;;'" 

I 
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A very careful winnowing of the claims on file before the Office of 

Alien Property, discloses that there are 4,558 of ~at may be called clear claims-

that is, claims as to which there is neither an.adverse title claim nor any debt 

claim pending. In addition, one must, of eourse, reckon with the 2,341 claims of 

the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization where there is some adverse title or 

debt· claim; and one must also take into account the possibility that the so-called 

omnibus accounts of Swiss or other banking institutions may contain substantial 

amounts of heirless property. 

The J.R.S.O. does not assume that all of the claims on file by it rep

resent heirless property. Clearly, if the property covered by tll!ese claims was 

Jewish, and if there is no adverse claim, the property is heirless arid 'unclaimed. 

Persecutees or their heirs have had the right since 1946, to file individual claims 

for the return of their property. If t~ey have not done so, the presumption is 

inescapable that the property is heirless~ presumption recognized, in fact, in 

Public Law 626. In this connection, it, may be pointed out that Public Law 626 

provides that individuals who in fact h~ve survived or heirs of such individuals, 

and who are eligible claimants under th!3 present provisions of the Trading· ~Jith 

the Enemy Act, may within a period of t~o years apply to the successororganiza
i 
i 

tion and obtain return of their assets ~ the successor organization has claimed 

those assets on the assumption that they are deceased. 

The basic problem which confronts both the Government and the J.R.S.O. 

is to find out how many of the claims thus on file represent persecutee property. 

In C)rder to do t~s, the J.R.S.O. has taken an entirely random sampling of the 

claims. This sampling was made entirely on the basis of the. chance occurrence 

. of addresses in the material made available to the J.R.S.O. by the Office of Alien. 
i 

Property. In other words, if the J.R.S.O. had the address of the putative perse
i
I . 

cutee in such a way as to make investigation possible, that name was included on 
. . I 
a list, and the list was sent to Germany for investigation. The investigators

. i· 

I 
were instructed to look at birth reco~s, land records, the church or Jewish 

i 
c~mmunity records, the records of the ~ternational Tracing Service -~ anything 

i· .
which would indicate whether the perso~ in whose name the claim had been filed 

. 
I
I 

by the J.R.S.O. as successor was or wa~ not a persecutee) was or was not alive, 
I 

did or did not have heirs, etc. , 

The intensive work which has Ialready been done in this connection has 

served to dramatize the difficulties wIhch theJ.R.S.O~ and the Government face 

in determining the facts. The tremerid6us disruption which occurred in Germany
I ,"\ 

. " "t " ~ (,";, . .• j. . 
as a ,result", of many factors is the basic cause for these difficulties. In the 

'3'41'888 .. iJ.' 



case of persecutees,people were, of course, shifted from one part of Germany to 

another and ultimately to concentration camps. Perseoutees were deported, sent to 

work in some cases in concentration camps or elsewhere, and records were extensive

ly destroyed by bombardment and by damage resulting from the war. In many cases, 

all of the birth records or other public records of entire cities were completely 

destoye~ during the course of the war. The investigation has therefore disclosed 

that in a great many cities the names and addresses of people whose assets were 

vested by the Office of Alien Property, and whose addresses as given in the 

vesting orders were the last known addresses in Germany, have completely dis

appeared so far as any present search can indicate. It is clear, of course, that 

a great proportion of those who have, disappeared entirely were persecutees, since 

the normal German resident~ or members of his family, will have reappeared in sone 

of the current records of'the German city in w~ch such residents previously lived a 

Attention is invited to the fact that only 3% of the pre-Hitler Jewish population (} 

of Germany still reside there, today. The task of tracing from presently avail&bJ.e 

records -- whether those are the old re~OrdS as they have survived or new records 

created since the war --thousands of probable persecutees is one of such enormous 

complexity and presents difficulties of! such magnitude as to be almost insuperablec 
I 

Particularly in the case of those,persc:>rs who appear to be Jewish, these records 

are in many cases entirely missing. Inl addition, it will be recalled that Public 

Law 626 provides for utilization of all vested assets of persecutees for the 

charitable purposes of the law,and that this includes assets of Ie rsorts in such 

countries as Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary. In the case of those countries, the 

Nazi destruction of the Jewish pOpulation was tremendous; but under present cir

cumstances the existence of the iron cuttain makes it impossible to do any 

checking whatsoever. 

Under the best of circumstanc~s, the tracing of thousands of names 
I
i '. ' , . ' 

would present ad.miilistrative difficulti1s of the highest order. Under these 

special circumstances, the task is, as ks said, almost insuperable. Making
I , . 
i 

the best estimate which can be made on the basis of these eminently unsatisfac
. I I' 

, tor.y and difficult data, it is felt tha~ at least 50 percent of the 
I 

claims which 
. . i" 

have been filed by the JoR.S.O. with the Office of Alien Property do conse~-

tively represent legitimate heirless prJperty claims. This estimate is based 

on ability of the J.R.S.O. in some caseJ actually to establish the fact that per-
I 

sons were Jewish; inability to find any Iexisting record of such persons in cir

,cumstances which indicate that the JewiJh population of a particular city was 

deported and the recordsdestrOyedJ end all ,other data, such as checking ,of the 

,/J'1,;j .0..£..19', / ,v; J1.'~~U 
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- 8 

records of the International Tracing Service, which are admittedly incomplete but 

which might cast some light on thesit~tion. 

It is therefore e~timated that SO percent of these claims do represent 

property to l..mich under Public Law 626 the J .R.S.O. is entitled. Thus the prob

lem arises of determining what the average value of theJ.R.S.O. claims is. 

Some statistical material which has been prepared on three separate oc~ 

casions and by two seParate sets of people is of significance in this connection. 

In 19S0 - before passage of Public Law 626 - an analysis was done in 

New York from vesting orders which at that time were available in the New.York 

office of the Office of Alien Property. ' 

Closely examined were lSS vesting orders, against which no title claims 

were pending. Thirty of these orders covered properties wh:i.ch are part of estates o 

These cases had an average value of $3,000 with a high of $14,000 md a low of 

$100. The majority of the J .R.S.O. c~aims have been filed for assets in this 

category. The balance of 12S vestingqrders covered a variety of assets not per

taining to estates, which were found to have an average value of $2,700 per order. 

Independently from the aforementioned survey -- but utilizing infor~

tion on individual' case values prepared at that time - 177 claims filed by the 

J.R.S.O. were recently analyzed. These were all claims filed by the J.R.S.O. 

under Public Law 626 on which - asa result of the work done in 19S0-- value 

figures were available. In these cases, a total value was found of $202,014.06. 

This came to an average value per claim of $l,l4l• .32. 

The Office of Alien Propertyiitself checked the first forty J.R.S.O. 

claims in which the case files were s~ficiently complete to permit analysiS. 

The average value per claim was over $3,,000. This limited Office of Alien 

Property sampling includes one propertY: of over $120,000, which lifts what may be 
1 

called-without suggesting that it has Ibeen adopted by the Government --the 
. i 

Office of Alien Property average. But!in any case it appears safe to assume that 
. I

the value of the average J.R.S.O. claim is over $1,000. 
I 

At least SO percent of the 4;SS8 clear J.R.S.O. claims may be taken to 
, ! 

represent claims cognizable under Publfc Law 626. The figures indicate an average 
. , . I . 

value of upwards of $1,000 per claim•. iOn this basis alone, an estimate of 
. . 

$2.250.000 is orrived at as the totaltue of J .R.S.O. cla1Jns. In addition, it 

must be remembered that there 'are 2,341 claims of the J.R.S.O. as to which there 

is some adverse title or debt claim, bJt in which there is undoubtedly a consid-
I . 

erable surplus value to which the J .R.S.O. would, be entitled. In addition, there
'. I ' . 

are the amounts which are involved in the so-called om1bUe accounts. These 
, , • II-.' 3;4:1;8")~fO 

I , J 
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are accotU'lts held through Swiss or othei. b~s. A cert.ificationprocetlure was put 

into effect with respect to these acCOtU'lts some years ago which allowed legitimate 

claimants to come forward and to obtain the release of their properties held in 

these accotU'lts. Some portion-- although ~ttedlY the figure is indefinite - 

of the amounts which remain tU'lcertified and therefore still in the hands of the 

Office of Alien Property must necessarily represent heirless assets, though, of 

course, a considerable amount may represent other types of property. 

In addition, there is not included in these figures the amotU'lt .involved in 

the so-called von Clemm claim. Here there are over $900,000 worth of diamonds, 

assertedly obtained from the infamous Diamond Kontor of Berlin, whose sole func

tion was the disposal of diamonds looted from Jewish persecutees. This claim is 

presently before a hearing examiner of the Office of Alien Property, and the 

J.RoS.O. has presented its claim and will present evidence during the course at' 

the hearing. Official reports of the Vnited States High Commissioner in GerInarl:r 

will show that the Diamond Kontor existed for the purpose of disJosing of loo~~d 

gems. 

The J.R.S.O. has therefore s~ggested an amendment which will authorize 

and direct the settlement of its cl~ by payment of an amount to be not less 

than $2 million nor more than $3 million. The $3 million ceiling was incorporated
I 
i 

in Public Law 626 .in order to enaure tl?at amounts payable to theJ .R.S.O. would 
i 

not exceed the financial availabilities out of assets and funds within the hands 

of the Office of Alien Property. The $2 million floor is equally appropriate. 

Obviously, a tremendous amount of administrative work ~ already been done~some 

of which has been indicated in the previous portions of~he present statement. 

A substantial amount of adm1nistrative;work,inaddition, will have to be done by 

the J.R.S.O. in the effective presenta~ion of its claims anqtnimPlementation of 

Public Law 626. It was clearly the view of the Congress in enacting Public Law 
f ~ , 

626 that some substantial amountsshoU;d be made available for· the purposes of 
. 	 i . 	 I . 
that law. The J.R.S.O. is in effect a!trustee of charitable funds --. both those 

. 	 I 
i 

which it may receive under Public Law 626 and those which it receives from other 
.. 	 I ... . 

sQurces, but which are devoted to simi+ar relief and rehabilitation work. It 
. 	 I

would not be appropr~ate, nor would itlbe in accordance with the clearly expressed 

intent of the Congress, to require that this tremendous amotU'lt of·· work be done 

without a guar~tee of some SUbstantial funds being available. Just as the 
, 	 . I . 
c~ of $) million was inserted for rractiCal administrative reasons, without 


regard, in effect, to the possibility t.hat the claims might exceed that amount, 


and was accepted on that baSis, so the! suggested $2 million floor ought be con-

I 	 . 

I . \ 
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tained in the proposed legislation far similar practical ~nistrative reasons. 

It is clearly to the interest of the Government, of the charitable .organizations 

involved, and of the surviving persecutees who are new in the United states and 

who. are dependent upon public or private charity, that the. intent of the Congress 

to provide substantial funds be carDed out as quickly as possible and with assur-
I 

ance that these funds will reach the intended beneficiaries. This the proposed 

bill is designed to effect. 

The text of the. amendment proposed by the J.R.S.O. has previously been 

submitted to counsel for· this SUbcommittee, to the Office of Alien Property" and 

to the Department of state. It will enable the original purpose of the Congress 

in enacting public Law 626 to be carried out. The enactment of this bill will 

result in funds expeditiously and without a tremendous burden of administration 

coming into the hands of agencies which can use them for actual and direct relief 

and rehabilitation purposes, as was originally contemplated by the Congress. This 

Bill is being presented in the belief t~tit is good for the Government, good 

for the charitable and relief organizat~ons which are concerned" and good for 
, 

the intended· beneficiaries. The Congress has declared that the funds left in 
! 

. the United States by those who perished i in t.he Nazi concentration camps should , 

be used for the benefit of surviving victims who are now in the United states and 

are needy. Therefore measures shouJd be taken to ensure that this intention is 

carried out and that these funds are made available while the intended benefi

ciaries are still alive to receive their benefit. And it seems entirely appro

priate that action should be taken to ensure this result at a time when, in one 

form or another, legislative action is likely to be taken for the relief of 
I 

German and Japanese claimants. The moS~limited proposal for the return of 
! ,

enetrtV' assets as envisaged in the Admini"tration Bill S. 2221 is estimated by 
. I . 

., j 

the Depariment of state to involve abo~ $60 million. 
. I 

. . I . 

Attached is the text of the ~oposed bill. 

3418U2 
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84 th CONGRESS 

2 nd Session s. 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

A BILL 

To amend the Trading with the EneIl'G" Act, as amended, 40 as to allow 

bulk settlement of certain claims by successor organizations 

to heirless or Unclaimed property. 

~e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the United states of America in Congress assembled, 

That Section 32 (h) of the Trading With the Enell\Y Act, as amended, 

is further amended by adding at the conclusion thereof: 

tiThe President or such officer as he may designate is 

authorized and directed to settle claims presented by 

a successor organization previously designated pursuant 

to this subsection by payment of an amount not less than 

$2 million nor more than $3 million. Determination of 

such amount shall be made by the President or such officer 

as he may designate not more than six months after the ef

fective date of this Act. Such determination shall be made 

upon the basis of hearings at which such designated successor 

organization shall have the right to appear and to present 

evidence, and such determination shall be final." 

341.893 



SUMMARY STATEMENT CONCERNING HEIRLESS PROFERTI' ClAIMS 
UNDER PUBLIC lAW 626 

The attached bill proposes an amendment to the Trading with the Ene~ 

Act, as amended, which is necessary to attain the objectives established as 

United States policy by Public Law 626, 83rd Congress, 2nd Session. It pro

vides authority for a swift bulk settlement .of claims relating to the property 

in the United States of perseoutees under Hitler who perished without heirs. 

The property in the United States of enemy nationals is general~ 

vested under the Trading with the Ene~ Act. The Congress has long recognized, 

however, and has made legislative provision, that persons who were persecuted 

for religious, racial or political reasons were a special category, and .were 

entitled to return of their property. 

This principle, however, could not be applied to "heirless or unclaimed" 

property. That property belonced to persecutees - but they and their kDown 

relatives perished in the holocaust that engulfed six million Jews during the 

years of Bitler's power. 

The United Sta~es did not want to retain this property. It felt that 

the victims would have wanted it - or its proceeds - to be used for the relief 

of needy survivors of persecution. In Public Law 626, 83rd Congress, 

2nd SeSSiOD, the Congress thus set up a procedure under which a successor or

ganization, designated by the President of the United States, could claim this 

heirless property. Under stringent safeguards - including the assurance that 

all of the proceeds, without deduction of administrative expense, would go to 

the victims - this organization was to claim, liquidate and distribute the 

pro'Perty for charitable use. The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

(JRSO), a New York membership corporation, was designated by President 

EisenhOwer in January 1955. 

The JRSO has now filed almost 7,000 claims to property. Of these claims, 

same 4,558 involve cases in which there is no conflicting claim of any sort. 

The amounts in these claims vary enor.mous~ -from a few dollars to upwards 

of a hundred thousand dollars. Ascertainment of basic facts about them is an 

almost insuperable task. Addresses are missing. Where addresses are known, 

the original owners and all of their relatives have otten vanished during the 

nightmare of persecution. Even using the best available records - those of 

such organizations as:the International Tracing Service, for example - basic 

.. 1.,89:.4 .data cannot be found, or is incomplete. .:.3,,14 . ' 
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This situation poses a basic problem: how is the will of Congress to be 

carried out, and the proceeds of heirless property in the United states used 

for the intended relief purposes in the United states? It is clear that, with

out a new approach, the claims of the JRSO will take years to process, and will 

impose an intolerable burden on both the government and this charitable or.. 

ganizatton. 

A bulk settlement of these claims,bssed on the best available statis

tical data, is the only answer. The attached bill provides for such a bulk 

settlement. 

The bulk settlement principle has been explored with the Administration. 

It is agreed that it would save endless time and effort. The techniques used 

in the statistical appraisal have been worked out, and checked step-by-step, 

.with the Administration, though the actual estimates are of course the re .. 

sponsibility of theJRSO. A floor of $2 million and a ceiling of $3 million 

(as already provided in P.L. 626) are contained in the proposed bill. ' 

Heirless property use for relief purposes has always enjoyed strong 

bipartisan support. (Bills on heirless property have been submitted by 

Senators Taft, McGrath, O'Connor, Dirksen, Hennings and Langer, and by 

Representatives Crosser and Wolverton). Bulk settlements have, in Germany, 

been strongly supported by the United States and have proved an effective 

technique for ensuring maximum use of funds for cha,rity. The attached bill 

fits within these principles•. It is urged as necessary to carry out the in

tent of the Congress as expressed in Public Law 626 .. that the property in the 

United States left by victims of persecution who died without heirs be used, 

as quickly as possible, for the relief of those who surv1ved~.: but are now 

impoverished, ill, and in want. 
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