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| | MEMORANDUM | |
‘ | R Mey 2, 1945
. To: Mr, Huddle ', |
o . PFrom: R, McClelland

Rcwves g

Dear Mr, Huddle:

On April 9th and again on April 21 I received long letters
from a German Jewish refugee named Adolph Schnitzer, This men
sent me a memo written by one Richard Lamm apparently also a
refugee, embodying recammendatlens in a French text of 36 pages
for the compensation of damages, loss of property, etc., sus-
tained by victims (i,e, Jews) of nazi persecution, Schnitzer,
who has been pursuing this question for some months in refugee
circles in Geneva and without particuler success, requested
that I forward the préeié of Lamm's project to the Department.
of State, In his letter of April 9 Schnitzer stated that the
full German text of Lamm's recommendations had been forwarded
to the Legation last year by the Acting Secretary-General of
the League of Nations accompanied by & similar request that
this doaament be transmitted to the Department, : :

T looked up the back files on this question and find that
both Lamm's original German report and & French condensation
of it did reach the Legation in May, 1944, via the Consul te
in Gemeva, You, however, at that time inf ormed Mr, Lamm that
the Legation could not comply with his request since it had
no mailing facilities to the United States. The reports,
therefore, remained in the Chancery files,

In my preliminary answer to Schnitzer I told him that I -
would discuss the question of trensmitting Lemm's report to
the Department with my superiors and warded off an interview
with him on the grounds that the question of reparatlons was
entirely out of my province,
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I waded through the PFrench text of Lamm's recommenda-
tions and, although I do net have the necessary legal
knowledge to properly evaluate his work, I found the
tone of the whole document singularly arbitrary as though
he expected the State Department to accept all of his
suggestions as such, indeed, write them directly into

the Americen proposals for the peace treaty. In view of

the fact that Mr, Lamm appears to be a wholesale clothing
merchant and not a jurist, I rather feel that the Depart-
ment and its legal advisors will manage quite competently
without benefit of his suggestions, the other hand,
Lamm's proposals might conceivably be of some value to
persons in the Department of Sta‘be working on ques‘hions
of this sort so I do not feel that I ought to send these
reports back to him without comsulting you, I have the
distinet feeling, nevertheless, that both Schnitzer and
Lamm are primarily interested in submitting this project
in the hope that they may play persomal roles rather than
in the interest of impertial justice being done,
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Bern, April 19, 1946
/

g
Hans Adolphe Doernberg, ﬁy
Cemp de Travail, :&
Golino | EL
Vo

Dear Mr. Doernberg:

T refer to your lettariof april 5, 1946,

WWord has now been received from Germany in-
dicating that the problem of restitution and
compenssation to viectims of N¥azi persecution and
discriminatory acts is being given careful study
and that if and when some procedure with respect

thereto is adopted, your elaim can be considered.

Very truly yours,

Marcel E. Malige
Commereiel attaché
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’:, ' Hans Adolf Doernberg Brissago, le 25.4.1946.
' 3 HOme pour réfugiés

Grend H6tel
‘ Brissago

i Mr. Hercel . Ma 1l i ge

. Cormercial Attaché

| Legation of the U.S.A
Bern

Dear Zir,.

: With reference to my yesterday's call, I send you herewith enclosed
originel of the letter to be forwerded by your goodselves to the

‘ Military Commander of the U.5. forces in Isclwege, as well as copy

: for your files, same are selfexplanatory.

Thanking you for your kind assistance, I em, deear JSir,

very respectfully yours,
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,ﬂH&ns Adolfe Dosrnbereg
- Home pour réfugiés

Grand 1ib6tel
"Brissago (fessin)

To the

Military Commander of the. U.Se forces
ESonWegene&rYassel
Germeany

Mo _Post No 16 - American zone.

Dear Six,

Brissago; 18 25.4:1946

. According informetion r‘e’de‘ive‘d; myy formerly m&ﬁ;’f&'tﬁém , factory,the

S« Doernberg & Sohir

Mech.: Weberei, Firberei und A.pjpratur

nsohwegebeliiassel
is workings

Confirming the nazi entijewish law, the factory*taken from my fauher
after November loth, 1938, wy fathér uimaelt plaged into the concen=-
tration camp Buchenwald and later deported to Poland il 1940s

Although the law regurding restitution of jewish property is still in
preparation, I sahould very mich like to work meanw}ule again in my

speciall tf,t‘

Could you kindly take wiste; fa.voreble consxderation oy reguest to con=
fids me the menagement of my factory until the lega.l and defmxte sat-

tlement of the reinstatement ?

fou will understend that I, being & men of 33 yesrs dnd f&rce& in
Switzerland to mactivity, have {he eamest desire end inte:rest ’co
take up again as soon as posgible my regular activity.

In case of & fe.vorable decision, I kindly request you t0 grant also
to ry fiancee, Miss Annette Weiss (see daia below) the permit %o, coms
to Bechwege as we must remain together in order to get marvied,: such

not being poss:Lble here in Switzerland.

¥ith the very best thanks for your kind efforta in my regard, T am,

very respect 7?0&11‘9 s

sir,”

Wy BevyonalEdstas

Hans AdOlf DOHRNBERG

born in ischwege the 12.5.1913

Son of Otto DOERNBERG born in Eschwege
the 7. 10.1875

Iﬁ:,f hr:.de‘ g data

Anma HhISb

born in Brussels the 6 5.,1915
Belgium natiénality -

Belgium pa&sport No J 26426 velable

342564
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Mil tary‘Government - Gernany 7jia_;<{k.ff;;3
Unlted States Area of‘Centrel

Regulat*-on‘No° 3 Under“Mllltary Gov nmentf  f:ﬂ -

and -ahOllld be abcompanled by
1noorporat3 onzand’ bymlaws N

2. Such organlzatlon must be repreoentatlve of the entlre group or olass
which-it is to be’ authori’zéd to. ‘enreoent Con ' :

.Mllltary Govermrent& R

L. The mghts and ob'
in the app01ntmento;,>_j

a

‘erins of Artlcles 8. 9\,
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‘' inspect such property and. thecords angd extract inform:
- documents and records held bv Milwtary Governmen

. authorities or German persons, individudls or- corp‘ratlons,was OMGUS. deter=" " .

';‘

S L : e U
S T Sy 2= S| - ST
et et —I1RG 9y
: Rspaooucenmmemws. ¢ DF:CL: 5ol L“‘C\ . Z
e arA l n»ﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬂ&_.f1&f§§lglw__l EEf1tr3/f§§;,?f?;ﬁ§Z;*”
TinkevsosloP File 35T
- Box 57

3. JRSO and 1ts authorlzed representatlves shall have all
rights poSseosed by German entﬂtles and: 1nd1v1duals writh respect 10l the
‘inspection of property and: records, in- addltlon, OLGUS “upori.. request’ of
JRSO will autherize, in Wr;tlng, JRS@ and its autho rzed representat'ves to”
on From-such ether
nvgovernmental

mines to be relevant to the proper performance ofetheéfunctlons of JRoOo

L. The JRSO and tﬁe German entltles establmshed mursuant to ‘

Paragraph 2 of this artlole -shall .make . monthly reports to OMGUS ‘on:their

.operations, and such spe01a1 reports as are at any. time’ requlred By . @NGUS.

The form of such report and theé nature of the 1nformat10n to be - submltted
therein shall be determlned by ONGUS

Se OMGUS reserves the rlght to, at. any tlme, 1mpose other Lo

limitations and restrictions on the JRSO" and* 1ts rep“esentatwves ‘of revoke ‘
the authori ty granted hereunder for cause.

. 6. The furnlahlng of loglstlc support to. the JRSO and 1ts per—*‘
sonnel by the occupation authorlty will.be for the - subdect o? a separate

agreement between EUCOM and the JRS@.

IVf Effectlve Date

e
-

Thls regulatlon and app01ntment shall becomexeffectlve in

‘ Bavarla Bremen, Hease and Wuerttemberg~Baden on; 23 June 19&8. Ll

BY ORDEE OF MILITARY GOVERNEENT
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August 16, 1948

0S¢

RESTITUTION OF'IDENTIFIABLE,EEO?ERTY.INTGERMANYkA

To

Américan'Diplomatic énd Cénsulaf Of?icers‘

The- Spcretary of Stﬂte encloses for 'the informstion
of the Officers in Charge 2nd for their convenlence as
a matter of reference, =n. English tranglation of
Military Government Law No. 59: snd regulstions issued
thereunder, as reproduced.in the Federsl Register, - :
with regard to the restitution of identifiable property
presently locatcd in the Unlted States zone of ‘occupation
in Germany. .

- : - There ig also encloséd in mimevgrephed form a
translation of an ~dditional regulation isgsued under
Military Government Law No. 59 and of the apn01ntmen*
of the Jewish Restitution Successpr Organization: for
the purvose. of c;alming Jewish property in accorﬁance
‘with the above law.

hY

Enclosures:

1. Reprint ffom the
‘Federal Register
2. Mimeographed supnlement

SSTUNT YAANN NINYI ANVIMED NI ATHIJSONE d0 NOTIVHOTSTH
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The Legation of ﬁhe‘ﬁnitedASfatas of America
presents its compliments to the Federal Folitical

Departmerit and has the honor to refer to Military

' Govermment Law 59 and a supplement thereto which

were promulgated by Unitea States Mllitary Govern-

- ment authorities regarding the restitutien of

identifiable property presently located in the
United States done of @écupatioa-in Germany. Upon
the instruction of the Department of State in ¥ashing-

ton, the following message is transmitted for the

information of the agprapriate efficials of the Swiss}

Government:

"The Gffice of WMilitary Covernment for
gexymany (US) desires that your government
give full publicity at this time to your
residents and nationals of the faet that
claims for the restitution of identifiable
property in the United States Zone of Cocupa~
tion of Germany must be filed with the Zen~
tralanmeldeamt, Bad Nasuheim, Germany, on or
before 31 December, 1948, or the claims will
be barred. If copies of Military Government
Law FHumber 59, which provides for the reati-
tution of property inm the United States Zone
of Ocoupation, or regulztion number 1 issued
thereunder, which provides for the mamner of
filing claims, are not available within your
country, it is suggested that claimants file
at this time a statement, which nseed not be undsx

cath

To ‘the

Pederal Political Department,

Barn.

R a1 B

hwég;.
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Box. /&

copy

December 22, 1952

Dear Mr. Robinson:

Reference 1s msde to your letter of December 9, 1952,
regarding heirless essets in Switzerland of victims of Nazl
persecution.

The exchange of letters of August 28, 1952, between the
United States, the United Kingdom, France end Switzerland, to
vhich we have referred in our correspondence, was initisted by
the three governmants beceuse of the possibility that, notwithy
standing the Swiss assurance that there ere no heirless assets
of victims of Negzi persecution in Switgzerland, cases of that
nature might turn up in the future. This action wes teken in.
order to preserve & position which would permit us to bring
such cases to the attention of the Swiss Government so that that
Government would give sympathetic consideration to the epplice~

- tion of guch assets for relief and rahabilitation of vietims

of Nezi ections.

1f your ofganization is awere of eny cases of essets
in Switzerland of such persons, it will be e;ppreciated if you
would bring them to our attention.

Sincerely yours,

Francis L. Spalding
Officer in Charge
Swiss-Benelux Affairs

Mr. Nehemieh Robinson,
World Jewlish Congress,
-15 East 84th Street
New York 28, N. Y.
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BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 1979

G E N E V A
Case Postale
Mo nmtbrillant

JERUSALEM
I Ben Yehuds Strest

LONDON W
55 New Cavendish St.

MEXICO CITY
San Luis Potosi No. 7

MONTEVIDEO
Avenida Uruguay 1378

MONTREAL
493 Sharbrocke St., W.

PARIS VI
78 Av. des Ch. Elysees

RIO DE JANERIO
Caixa Postal 2344

O M E
Lungotevers Sanzio ¢

SANTI!IAGO
Serrane Mo, 20

STOCKHOLM
Grev  Magnigatan 1l

SYDNEY, N. S. W,

Box 3759, G. P. O.

T EL AY1l Yy
P.O. Box 1473

AP 303

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL « CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

15 EAST 84tH STREET
NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

CaBLES: WORLDGRESS, NEw YORK
TeLerHONE: TRAYALGAR 9-4500

June 22, 1959

Department of State
Washington, D.C.

Attention: Officer in Charge
Swiss-Benelux Affairs

Dear Sir:

I am referring to my correspondence with the com~
petent Officers of the State Department in the years 1951
and 1952, Messrs. Avery F. Peterson (Officer in Charge of
Western Europeen Economic Affairs), Joseph W. Scott
(Acting Deputy Director, Office of Western Buropean Af-

. fairs), Ridgwey B. Knight (Acting Director, 0ffice of

Western Buropeen Affeirs) and Francis L. Spelding (Officer
in Charge, Swiss-Benelux Affairs) re helrless assets in
Switzerlend and in particuler to Mr. Spelding's letter of
December 22, 1952 (copy attached).

As seen from the enclosure, the difficulty which
existed at that time relating to the problem of helrless
assets in Switzerland was that, according to assurance
given by Swiss authorities, no assets of this kind existed
there., These assursmces, undoubtedly given in good faith,
were based on existing leglslation, which did not impose
on the Swiss benking end similar institutions the oblige~
tion to report eccounts etc. vhich heve not besn reclaimed
since the end of the last war. Efforts vere made in the
laat several yeers to have such legislation enacted. As
you undoubtedly know, this question was discussed i.2. on
March 18, 1959 in the meeting of the Netionalrst. In
this meeting the Head of the Swiss Federal Department for
Justice and Police, Mr. Wehlen, confirmed that & draft of
a law to deal with unclaimed assets of victims of Nazi
action had been prepared., It is rather obvious that the
Swiss Government would not hesve gone to the trouble of
preparing such a bill and to discuss it with the repre-
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sentatives of Swiss banks, insurence companies, etc.,

if no a@ssets were available. In fact, the associations

of Swliss banking institutions snd insursnce compenies

made enquiries (enquetes) which, according to Mr. Wehlen,

have demongtrated the existence of uncleimed assets.

True, the smpunt reported by the associations was sald

to be below 1 million Swiss francs, but - as he admitted -

the enquiries covered part of the possible possessors
of unclaimed assets only.

I wuld eppreciste very much eny further 1ln-
formation you may have on the progress of the bill in
question. Is it the intention of the State Depariment
to bring this information to the attention of the
Swiss Government so thet that Government would now
take the necessery measures to desl speedily with the
pending legislation, with the view of applylng the
assets s0 recovered for relief and rehabilitation of
victims of Nazi action? :

Sincerely yours,

A Ko,

NEHEMIAH ROBINSON

NR:14
encl.
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to victims of natlonalusooi&lis*

1
“Phe 1ﬂplomentati m of . the law providing for thre ﬂavmeut ai CGNQ@&&&LL&R i
sroecution, l.e., tnqvncaerzi Indemnificatian

Law, wos recently discuesed in mceti«*s ngld by

the Ivesident of 'the Conforence

on Jewlish Heterial Cldims nﬁalnst Germuny, Dre Goldmann, with' bhaﬁ@@l‘ﬁr

(’M\Dro
~..” the commitments under thisg Low. by ‘the dendline

Adernuer,
i’:h@ Lan&

Finance

G ng’l’ﬂm@ﬂ ville

finistér
the -occasion of his meeting with

On

uuZu_; ant the chiefs and competent mlnlqte;b oF
henﬁn?lcr Adenaudr,
40 meeh

Goldmann expressed some a;preherslon that it might not be poqezh <2
sriminally envisaged, Hereh 31,

19635,

Dr. Goldmann Apﬂ@&leﬁ to the German repre

sentotives to imjerurﬁt the

m/}ﬂdﬁmnlfiCQtlﬁﬁ Law on ths basis of its 1~uera‘ ané humanllariaﬁ

than its purely ’egal

ons+ructiano

-

ntont r&uic”

= v st oottt

Chancellox. Adenauer and the chiefs

oi *he L¢na Covevwramta émyhani%ﬁﬁ Shie

dezgire of the Federal ﬁovernment to meet the ohligetions under tuxa

low within

the peried envisaged.

Dr.-

Goldmann was infeormsd of the ne@suw@e ta

the Federcy snd Lond Governménts to overcome the difficulties whlch
in particular, it was stated thiat certsin retionelization neagures
introduced and that the norsannel of the pertinent agencies of cert
such -4g ihineland=-Taletinate and Berlln? which had to dual w;th-

an by
sl&f{ f**{i U RNy
L WETR 50 be
ain Lsendo
esrecl&liy

¥l

lnrge numn@r of applicutions under the law, wos to be increas &do,

e

Adbnauer

~
rgbw'

expreascd himself e follows: ""You mey resi assured that all agencies concprm”
have the sexlous.and firm des1re to carxry eut ﬁbe com;ep@aazoﬂ nrabﬁau ag
quickly and asm ialrly as poasibler,

Total Obll ations nnder the Federal Inoemnlflcatlc Law w%i h are borne é\
—~_equally by the %nuoral and Lana Guvernments, are now eettmvtwd ut Da 17T %0 &
138 billion (of which a:probimntbiy D# 11 biliion represent ?umpwsam paymenss}

" Up to the end of German. biacal Year 1958 (Murch 31, 1959 ), vcmpeﬁab?igm paye
ments under the law anounted- to about Di 6 billion, of which abont 65 percent ;
wag paid im favor of claimanﬁa abroad. The Finance iinistry eailmnzﬂs thet o

by iarch 31, 1963, & further Dif 6 billion will have been waidn‘ hu39 by that !
date, the commitmenis with respect to compensabion by woy of lump=-gum payments

balsnce of D“ﬁ( biliion ig
#igehl Year 1958759, Buch

tad thal the amount
Q—LLL 1 DL

#111 prociically have been met. The remaining
ascounted for cniefly by pension paymenits. In
rension payments amounted to DN 270 milliom and 1» ig oxpes
of pensions pald annualily wil; increase to ghout. DI 600 @iilion. by Fisg

-

§

1960/61. Thereafter, this annusl amount is expected to declime and to |

! &pprouch zero by about 1975, ‘ S o 3
L o | o AU
,:?‘ & P . m i - ’ A :
0‘»uJillton;wve;thurdpuﬂf-opkiqzﬁn ust Ly | |
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fei payments ander the Feteral Indemnification Law,-whereas -in the budy ets of
the Loonder hout D1 billdion is apyropriateﬁ for this. purpose in th ;resant

.wmunbaqsy,ﬁaﬂn
&uaust»Yy 1059

budgat for 1959/60, 1% billzan ia approoriate&

Tiscal ye“ro It may be aeaumad that the Federal dpproprietion of Q‘
lion includes o regerve of « <bout LY 300 million as a contrioutlon towarda ' 'g~ :
made by the countries: .oedupied by uwrwany during |
nntionais who suffered from ncflonaluboclulist o i

‘meeting compensation cloims
‘the war, on beholf of their
pergecution and who are not:

Phe total amount to be

covered by the Indennlficutlon LaWe. .

'made dVdilDle fer these claims 13 not Jet fixed

1.3 bile -

gince & reencnte for the- payment of .ouch com»ensuation have been cunclu&ed with

“only two countries, i.e. iorvay and Luxerbour.

Maring a genaral conversation,

Dr. Fesux de la Croixz of the Federal iinistry for Pinence, who is regponsible-
for thege problems, said that o pre11w1nurg eatimote of the wmounha Tequeated

 for indemnification and com

Phe amounts which' ue ngnti ned - for dh@lelC countrler Anel

‘~m11110n; irencey Dib 4 Bbill
lion; Luxenbourgs Dt 40 m
P Minance believes that ‘the: e
/ﬁnt less than the eo L;nute«
§

N n

- The usual ‘proce: ure in
the 1eﬁor=1 deuublic on tn
claing of the nwtionuls

ipensation added up to ayproximately .Di 2

[

de uumt‘i

6.5 Oillloﬂa

?A - .i)All )OG

g UGthQTl&ﬂd&@ D 100 millionsy IoPway, DM 60 wmils

V.ion, and Greece, L 200" mliilono The
1aime for most of: tnn ,ountries wi1l be B

,amountsqn

tnesc rreﬂwents calls for @ 1unp aum navment by

bigis of fue totel anount of : th aﬂreed
these countrles, ettlenont ox *ne 1noiv

is then nude by the ro nectlve bovernment,

uther Loﬂuensatzcn Ublihations

0f the compensation -
agreementy Ui 1.8 billie
bulange of DY 1.6%5 hillion
undcr wisuelluneous laws nr

Jottlomont cf onetary
D 2.% billion es of”,v. o
*&amount is to Ve pnid 1n fuv

(rﬂources rederal M1nistry
o _of financey '
' Dulletin of the

’ountin“ to DI 3545 hkllxon due under - thew

s paid by the end of fiseal yesr 1958/59

.18°t0 be paid by 1964. Outstunélnb oblig

07;v‘ng for the uowaennatlan 01 %pecial ©

3, It is believe& tunt qlou+ q@ ?,
or oL clmawantl resicing outside ue THENY o’

Yress and Inform\tion

Uffice of the *eferal

bovvrnmento

Vlnlstrv of l

settlod o
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FROM: -SECSTATE WASHDC » ‘,ff: i
NO: 705, October 26, 4 PM | Acmm WJ ""l%)ﬂ/
EmbDespatch 93, | ' : A ﬁké%

oeymour J. RUBIN, partner law firm Landis, Cohen RUBIN
and SCHWARTZ will visit umbassy about October 28 discuss question
heirless assets in Switzerland. He has been informed substance
reference despatch, ' :

RUBIN formerly member office legal adviser, ‘Highly
cooperative Dept in Austrian and German settlement problems.
Asslist as you deem appropriate.. :

SWTeT) ysTMep €°I2L

HERTER

ACTION: POL
1l orig 1 copy
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e SAUL G. MARIAS
6 BAHNHOFSTRASST
ZURICH {, SWITZERLAND

WALLACE M. COUEN ' .
SEYMOUR J. RUBIN : STERLING 3 - 5805

ABBA E. SCHWARTZ

November 27, 1959

Mr. Stanley Metzger

~ Assistant Legal Advisor for
' Economic Affairs
Departrx{ent of State

- Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Stan:
I refer to the question of heirless assets in Switzerland,

‘ As you will recall, the prablem goes back to the letter
of May 25, 1946, .in which the Head of the Swiss Delegation, which
was then negotiating on the subject of German assets, etc, with
American, British and French Delegations, stated that ''my Govern-
ment will examine sympathetically the question of seeking means ‘
‘'whereby they might put at the disposal of the three Allied Govern-

" ments, for the purpose of relief and rehabilitation, the proceeds of
property found in Switzerland which belonged to victims of recent
acts of violence of the late Government of Germany, who have died
without heirs, " '

Since 1946, the subject has been discussed formally
and informally on many levels and in many forums. The State
Department Press Release of August 29, 1952 {(No, 679) thus in-.
cluded a statement that: "The three Governments request that the
Swiss Government will give sympathetic consideration to the appli-
cation for the relief and rehabilitation of victims of Nazi acts, of
assets of Nazi victims who died without heirs, in the event such
assets should be found t6 exist in Switzerland. The Swiss Govern-
ment expresses agreement with this request, "

'Although many indications of sympathy have been made
over the course of the years, little has happened on this subject, In
the Spring of 1959, however, the Swiss Federal Council accepted the
proposal which had been presented to it in March of 1957 by Federal

. Councillor Huber with respect to passage of a spectal law concerning

e e s e S ey e o S e bt —
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treatment of heirless assets. This proposal went beyond what was in fact
accepted by the Swiss Government; but even the latter's position was that
a special law ought be pasaed at least to determme the extent of the heu'-
less asset problem, :

In its 47th Annual Report for the year ending March 31, 1959,
the Swiss Bankers' Asgsociation opposed enactment of any such law, on the
ground that the situation was both minor and capable of being handled under.
existing legislation, As you know, 95% of the proceeds of heirless assets
is allocable under the international agreements to Jewish: victims, A .

- number of Jewish charitable organizations, including those directly con-.
cerned with utilization of the proceeds, and including a number of
American organizations, have recently taken a strong interest in this
problem and have asked that I approach the Department in an effort to
achieve a solution in the near future., This interest, at this time, stems
not only from the probable importance of the problem (it seems likely
that there are many millions of dollars of heirless assets in Switzerland)
but also from the fact that for the first time a spontaneous movement
in favor of a solution seems to exist within the Swiss Federal Council
and the Swiss Administration, , -

On October 15, 1959, I addressed a letter relating to this
problem to Mr., Dowling who had then just been appointed as Assistant
Secretary of State for European Affairs, The Department, pursuant
to the request contained in that letter, notified the American Embassy

- in Berne of my interest and on October 30, 1959, I had a most useful
discussion with Mr., Blumberg, the Chief of the Political Section of the
American Embassy in Berne, I also had the opportunity to discuss the
matter while ] was in Berne with Mr, Paul Blanc, Fmanc*xal Counselor
of the French Embassy there,

It appears to me that the opportunity is now available
for the long delayed solution to the heirless property problem, The
opposition of the banks is, I believe, based on certain misconceptions,
some of which I wought to dissipate in a lengthy conversation on
November 2, 1959 with a prominent member of the Swiss Bankers!'
Association, Mr., Reinhardt of the Credit Suisse, It would appear
therefore, that the present would be an appropriate time for the United
States, France and Britain, basing themselves upon the obligations to
them undertaken by the Swiss Government in its letter of May 25, 1946
and on the subsequent exchange of 1952, to approach’the Swiss Govern-
ment and urge that steps be taken to resolve this long outstanding issue,

Specifically, I urge that the Department of State

342385
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communicate a view that this step would be desirahle to the British and
the French Governments in the hope that a coordinated approach to the
Swiss Government could be delivered in the next month or so,

I need hardly say that the interested organizations will be
glad to do whatever can be done to assist in this endeavor. It may
well be that, evenmally, a meeting would be necessary in which the
views of the organizations, the Swiss Government and the Allies could
be coordinated, This, however, is perhaps looking a little too far
into the future, '

I, of course, am ava1lab1e at any time for consultation -
thh the Department,

Finally, I have directed this letter to the office of the
Assistant Legal Advisor for Economic Affairs in view of its familiarity
and participation over a long period of time in the problems of the
so-called '""Washington Accord'. Two copies of this letter are being
sent simultaneously to the Acting Assistant Secretary for European
Affairs, Mr, Foy D, Kohler, and Mr, Ph111p Chadbourn on the Swiss
Desk,

Sincerely yours,

SIR:jk

cc; Mr. Foy D. Kohler
Mr., Philip Chadbourn
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that appeared 'r.o e a sigxificant one, n was dated m Angnﬁ'
year and it infermsad Herrmann tarsely t.hat ‘his claim hmi baens

and the mativa of his’ es to Mr,- Hertar,' o

irst ‘became Yo £ us in. May of this

ad.: e sport renewa.l. 35:5 manner at. the time”wa
i hie imigrat.ion to "the'U,8, under the RefugeefRelief “Act, |
Herrmann la’&ar furthar identified his *‘ez:temi:es” 88 ;nonymeus .
same “enemiasf'
his son; Arvid, Aok
held prisomr by - ¢l 0. DA
got the boy returned single-hamiedly through, idenblal means of his
own, He described this incident as an: exs.mple of: tha ‘blackmail usad
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‘-"‘5~"_"':"“‘?emjes to.induce him to withdraw his claim,

"tua.lly under threat of a refusal to renew his pa
om’ Herrmann that hB has a stateaide dddress. at 1410
‘Bergen, N, J, where his wife; a "daughter and hisislle

: < .prisonerwson, Arvid, now live, He has a secondj on,. Ge
‘Herrmann attached to the Air Force whose addreés: he gave &@s. 7425 FUS, 3.

Air Force Baae, Germany. He said he frequently vis:.ts this. second son ‘from
Basel, .

I{errmami was naturaliaed in the Hudson Oounty Court. at Jersey fe; .y, )
NoJ. on February 18, 1957, He holds Passport Ko. 621;768 iastied ‘at New Yorlg;‘
on August 7, 1957, Since he met the basic requimmerxta of the law, t.hia
Consulate issued h:im a routine renewal on May 21, 1959.

ew of : Herrmann's account of “himself: and hie eccentric :
havior, 5 W trongly inclined to reégard him as unbalanced; but truth eing
stranger tha.n ction, we would prefer to have more infermatien -about him be= ‘
fore coming ‘to that conclusion, Embassy Bonn may be in a posltion to furnish
additional detailn, in particular with reference to his restitution: claim,,
and we are.sending & copy of this letter to Cansul General Henry J. Taaca'. :
It is also likely that the files of the New York Paasport Agéncy may disclose”

additional data, Any supplemantary information that is developed. would e
welcomed by this post. .

“

Sincerely,

- EXdas A, MeQuaid
American Gonsul

¢cs Consul General Henr;r J Tasca,
~ 4nEmbassy, Bonnj .
Robert G, Hooksr, ESquire,
AmEmbassy, Bern.,
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Hezrless Rssets~in:$w1tzefiand,

The America;ymbass;y; BERN .

/témf‘

Reference is made to Bern's Despatch 421 of Jaruary 29, 19604 F%pi)

The- Department ‘has rnoted from the - reference despatch that the- !
Swiss offitial -consulted: States. that. the-Swiss Federal - coun01l is
still giving sympathetlc consideration to the applicatzon of - .
heirless asgets to the relief and rehabilitation of the vzctlms of =
National Socialisin-as indlcated by its’ statement of’ 1952. It" appears
from the comments by the -Swiss official. reported in the: Embaesy 8.
despatch that the- prospecte of early action by the Swiss: Government
‘are not bright desplte Switzerland's commltment to take action in
“thesé matters. A e o Do

_ With respect to the points raised- by the Swiss: offlClal as .
- examples of the problems facing: the Federal Council: di e
that the- eensit1v1ty of the Swiss: bankers to any a
review of dormant:accounts sheuld ‘not be the contrellingf‘
If the Swmae bankers 1n fact: know who thelr deposltors

j‘stzr:'eatt:i.vre

S
X
"y
Oy
whlch may bexln fact heirless assets. Wlth respect the conf1den~ 3h
tial examination of accounts, we. understand. that there‘ s 'an. exdat- - -

ing government audxting service. which, in cooperatlon with the
Bankers AsSOclation, -can: undertake the task: wlthout the neeees;ty
of new- legislatlon. ' .

With- respect to the nece551ty and. expense of creating ‘a.new
Swiss . agency to admlnister an - helrless ‘agsets program, - it might be
pointéed out that procedures exlst for' ellmlnatlng thls‘problem.
.Thus, as-has. been: done in other countrles, the -Swiss. could turn over :
preeumed heirless assets to a Successor Grganlzatlon whi: Lo}
contract to meet any clalms and- create a reserve fund for- contingen-
cies. - .

Coordinat;on with forelgn authorltles and 1nternational
agencies 8hot d.not be difficult since the Succeesor organizatlons

Austria and other countriese
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In most .of the countries-where sizeable assets of this type were.
located the programs:are nearing completion. The organizations: which
have handled the funds will either be disbanded or turn to other work.

. Accordingly,-the United States would appreciate any information from

- the- Govarnment of Switzerland about its plans or intentions with .
regard to. the locatmon and disposal of heirless assets in Switzerland*ﬁz“
e N : HERTER
i = i .
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Dear Warren:

Ve have been infomed that Sy Rubin, the Washington attoriey
who 1s so interested in heirless assets, expects to be in Bern
on Monday, May 30 or Tuesday, the 31st., I shall try to. co ’
that ‘I‘uesday is preferable since Monday ia a holi' ‘yi.,

about, the assete problem. He as also indlcated that be woilld
to talk to the Ambassador as well as yourself.

On the basis of your recent message, I am informing Mr.. Rubin
that the embassy has sent a note on this subject a.nd I will"gmpknss.ze

We have considered the matter of asking our allies to parti-
cipate but have decided that we should not take such a step until
after receipt of the Swiss reply to our note.

Sincerely,

Warren P, Blumberg, Esquire,
First Secretary of Embassy,
American Embassy,
Bern, Switzerland.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

342598

=) N -)6eg


http:info1;'Bl1l.1g

5

M3

CLASSIFIED —

i
n'?,'J\/A/,b G5 G5 S ‘i E - .
- | File 22.3

Box /&

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ‘1 .

e e}

i . .
vl AR PR

R
SR

s
P

.

G 5

R v
i . :
. . ]
. : IErey Sl A e me:
. RN
. 1
SIS
B
kY . ) .
’ A
. . " -
"\



eyl ' *

CEOLASSIFIED

' 1eRA Date 716

NAL ARCHIVES

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIO

L
I

. o ey %
EERE S PRI v LA
e VOAE I e

L

v

(R
g ¥

P
Pl

5

s

A
i

g

.

i
2
Pty
ey

P
435 b
v

i

P e AN e
Fhadanieady N
g UL
Syl 5 ;

CTIR:
o F Pty
SR W;ML

Ryl

&

2.

8

¥y
e S A
Swis Y
et

L
it

Hh




. .

CECLASSIFED
"sv-ﬁ*‘cn‘?,' [\/”—b ?ffz?‘j"g'

Pt v

v Bt Dz ZL6

[t

A AL ARCHIVES !
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL e

e s

S A b o S 4 T

AT AT

A g s ey
5«»,‘ P 3
e e

S R
St TR
BT
m{‘%’“%f‘:{ 5
"‘*«3{;“;,; ‘='«‘};'¢g
NP

$INT g

@;(

ey

3

Qo A

Sttt
S A

Lyt e
R At
ey

teg
o

e e
s ﬂfz;tee,x‘Only

s
s

e

[
B
;.- <
\

‘;?; TR
gt g

i i g ST
i ,
\,m. ;

3. RN

A
e
e
=

EPORTER™




mowsrees: | GECLASSIFIED

ey /\/,v)) 95‘?5‘3’5‘“'. P witzerland
o Entry 2 ,
wﬁgﬁfj_ﬂ NARA tha_z;-fé. i F”e 22/.3

Box /O

1N .-

mEPRODUCEQ AT THE N

T
“[L;;._,; RIS
)

S,

ey

ication
;

&

N TR
.. wf" Ly £ 1
PERT RN Sana Rt o o

ST,
TR

Ny

PN )

Sy
“
A
R

N
!

T
- Ay

.

& 3.“
ol gkt
L
. S 25
“ﬁ'ﬁ?""
R

it f.‘”.ﬁs;’z}'g
iy




b o . : N .
L v, . T . L s st e e S .
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONI}E AS'C_HIV??: i DECLPSS{ FE E D s

‘ P.:;”;’m.ﬁ?y._&{#)) 95;;_55:5_, :

g
e S s

by B _Kema Date 7/ |

4
e o Pt bt s s .

ez 0w

T

e - T I I e o AR g g .

ecusity:Classificatio

RCHLN2

ESPAT

Wxe
e
ST
¢

YRR

)

For;D_ept. N
Use Onily

o SUBJECT:.

piee ﬁm, v
R :
&\«'}G)“!ﬁv. 5 o ‘ s i 4 N ; ¢ i ,y_,“!{ Jad §

fres

s

&
B by
ARSIy
*, RN




: N )
. R i . < :

R e

CECLASSIFIED

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

o (T TR

Y

; «Ltw%, B2 o
ay Ao ST
el

v

T g

A i
i g

S P S
¢ S Y ‘

/
C SRR SR RS oA
; C - 2 A
3o
S AR
‘ RS
N TR SR e A TR
: @,&;}@ﬁ?’» 5
N il
- 3% PRI i
% ag?,;\:;“'yfﬂi
. "
£
. - pfiatsnine et
5 i
) i
R4 i
* 2E L 14,
. ) . : EPG PN, 3 o TR % i o ) S S S L
) s LA LR
. 24 et 3
H
. o
3%,
N
N




CECLASSIFIED iR i
Yy ,\//J)) 54035 it Entry w:'{'zarl nd
i ews oo 2% | e ﬁ““““zﬁ“ :

B 22|

COFFICIAL USEOMIY - . T
DEPARTMENT GF‘ STATE 2631

| EUR:WEiAWeLlssdo -

M.emorandum af Conversahon ;

e

VDATE ,,,,,

. SUBJECT: Persecutee Clai;ﬁs- on Aust

jashington: repr@sentative of the Cor

; ,PAR‘FICIPRNTS: Mr. 'Sevmour J° Rubins
RN for Jem ‘sh Glaims on Austma.,

VR - ) “Kohler
L/EUR 4 Mg, Kearney
WE- vgv M, Wells

"COPIES TO:  FUR - (2) . AvembassyRerd /. o

A CWE - Me. ,cBrJ.de Amembassy , VEEnma = (L)

WE s I“.Lm.Phelan YO8 REU/BNG/CER - (Tee) 0 [RadTor
VE -~ M. ;,Wells (2=»lcc) 1/EUR = Mr. Kearney (2)1 - :

fz//? 7

é'éki‘mmmnw,cww

342605



2]

wisEe I RG. <-
Aoty ) 45‘7!735'{ Entry erzarf nd
By 1A Dzt _ZU76 e s

G130 122 | File 2273
Box . /O

L REPRODUCED AT THE NAT!ONAL ARCHIVES ‘:
i S

342608



