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MEMORANDUM 

May 2, 1945 
To: Mr. Huddle 

From:' R. <McClelland 

(Dear Mr. Huddle: 

On April 9th and again on April 21 I received· long letters 

from a German Jewish refUgee named Adolph Schnitzer•. This man 

sent me a memo written by one RichardLamm, apparently also a 

refugee, embodying recommendations in a French text of 36 pages 

for the compensation of damages, loss of 'property, etc.,. sus­

tained by victims (i.e. Jews) of nazi persecution. Schnitzer, 
who has been pursuing this question for some months in refugee 

circles in Geneva and without particular success, ;t"equested 
that I forward the precis of Lammi s project to the ])epartment. 
of State. In his letter of April 9 Schnitzer stated that the 

full German text of LammI s recommendations had been forwarded 

to the Legation last year by the Acting Secretary':"General of 

the League of Nations accompanied by a; similar request that 

this dom.ment be transmitted to the Department. 

I looked up the back files on this question and find that 

both LammI s original German report· and a French c ondensat·ion 

of it. did reach the Legation in ~a;y, 1944, via the CODSu:Bte 

in Geneva. You, however, at that time informed Mr •.Lamm that 
the Legation could not comply with his request sirice it had 

no mai'ling facilities to the United States . The reports, 
therefore, remaim d in the Chancery files. 

In my preliminary answer to Schnitzer I told him that. I 

would discuss the question of transmitttngLamm'sreport to 
the Department with my superiors and warded off an interview 

with him on the gronms that the question of reparatiOns was 

entirely out of my province. 
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I waded through the French text of La:mm 1 s recommenda":' 
tiona 'and, although I do not have the necessary legal 
knowledge to properlY evaluate his work, I found the 
tone of the whole document singularly arbitrary as though 
he expected the State Department to accept all of his 
suggestions as such, indeed , write them directly into 
the American proposals for the peace treaty. In view of 
the fact that Mr. Lamm appears to be a wholesale clothing 
merchant and not a jurist, I rather feel that the Depart­
ment and its legal advisors will manage quite competently 

without benefit of his suggestions. On the other hand, 
LammI s proposals might conceivably be of some value to 
pers OIlS in the Department of State working. on questions 
of this sorct so I do not feel that I ought to send' these 
reports back to him without consulting you. I have the 
distinct feelillg, nevertheless, that both Schnitzer and 

Lamm are primarily interested in submttt1ng this project 
in the hope that they may play personal roles rather than 
in the interest of impartial justice being· done. 

l~-
RDMcC 

RDM:rm. 

342560 




rfl 

Box 

'CJ 
o 
'tg 

" 't I ' .....;.:.: ' r:. 

be informed,~::':"',',:"" '< ,'.,' .::..\>' 
'.;~'( ,;'"'~:'" ,,' .>,'. '::-:'1 ...... ','~: .. ,.:.. 

< •• ',' 

'" ;', 

.. > 

.~ 

~. 

.. ~~ ...... ' 

',' ,I 

" 

Occupation'." : 
.... 

'" ,,:.. ",<" 
l, , ' ,. , ' ... :. ,. : " b.:J ' i 

.. The ·.re'fereh'ce" ,cla:im. falls'iri,;t:h'e:'::ea;~'~igo~y: ,b·f.fiit~~'Lj: 'i ,,~ j• 

'. tial ~e~tf~~:;i~~\~~:~f:f~n~6,~~;~~~e,;t:;'i~~)~~~?:;'i:.~~;c,~~~t;~;-;::.;<~ .' .: 
as to,.how stich,;ma.t.t~e.rs·; .~ill ,pe,·'tr.e·a.te:d'.>·',:H9weV:eil:'::~:;':tne~:":, "\".:~! ··:.. :ql 

, 1 ..." '/,'\ ". ~.I'.... :'}:":' ':. .-:: -:"',' ,,\.,~.,-: ,',') ":\",> ,:',' :,1 ···~'~·.':I :.. <';'::~' .:J;~~<" '.:>.:'~.j~'.~.;"";'~'~'~" i ~ 
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, careful 'study. 'and":i;f and when. ~eme :pr;oc.~:q.:ure:,,~is:';:·~db,p:t;.e.q,;,\F:,; .,; .... 

NIr • rn:::n;:~;,~:t;.t,~t:~;:~:::~~!":~!a~~~~~.§~:~u~~r~~~it~'E;,r~:;r••.•. , 

8ubmit· $: re~p:0.rt,;.0hthe· s,tatus .of; 'the ,ref'er~n.c:e::pr,b·pe.rj~Y:;~'·'·' .. '/... ,:' "'-.', 
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REPRODUCED AT THE 

B.ern, April 19, 

H'sns AcLolphe ,.Doernberg, 
Camp de Travail, 

Golino 

Dear r..ir. Doernoerg: 

I refer to your letterA: of April 5 , 1946. 
)
I . . 

Word has now bee.n received from Germany in.­
dicating that the problem of restitutiop. and 
compensat,ion to victims of N.az1perseC1i:t;lon and 
discriminatory acts is betng given c~ef.ulstudy 
and ·that if and when some pr,Qoadurewlth re,spec:t 
the retQis adopted., your olaim e an beconsjJdared. 

Very truly yours, 

Mavesl E. 'Malige 
COInIl1'ereial ~t-ca¢he 

t..lJ 

\J1
C) 
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; 
I 

,.' ~." 
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1 Hans Adolf Doe r n b erg .Brissago, le 25.4.1946. 
i· " HO~ne pour refugies 

Grand Hc5tel 
13rissago 

Mr. Marcel E. Mal i g e 
Commercial Attache 
Legatibn of the U.S.A 
B ern 

Dear Sir,. 

With reference to my yesterCiay' s call, I send you herewitl-r enclosed 
original of the letter to be forwarded by your goodselves to the 
Military COJTIJnander of the·U.So forces in Escmvege, as well as copy 
for your files, srune are selfexplanatory. 

Than!.dng you for your land assistance, I am, dear Sir, 

very. respectfully yours,
•• ~j 

I 

'.., .. 

, . 
1 
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Hans Adolfa D 0 a r n bar g 
H6Ille pour refug1es . 
,Grw..d, Hatel 

, B r iss e. g 0 ('»ssain) 

/' , 

To tha 
Military G'ommander of tha, U...S. foroes 
Ea eh w ega nea.rKasael 
Germanl 

rd.. Post No .16 - Amarican zone .. 

Deal' 'Sit i 

Accorciing information ree'eived, my, formerly myfa:1;h:ers" factory;,tha 

So Doemberg & Solm: 
Mech~ Weberei ,l<'&r"berei und Appr~tur 
'E soh VI e g e bail Kassel ' 

is worldng.. 
w~ . 

Confirming the nazi e.ntijewish law t the factory'taken .from myfa'ti1er 
after November loth,1938, m,yfa-ther himself placedin~o ~ oono~ri':" 
tration camp B'\lche:tiVlaldand later deported to polar-ld 1m'l.9400 

.Alth~ t.'1e law reghU'ding restituti07l of jewish prqperty·. is, 8:1;111 111 
prepara.tion; I s\'ihould Very mu.ch like to work meariwlliJ,e agaln in my 
specialttoi,' ' 

Could you 'kindly t,!:llce \~~l fa.vors-ple cpns,id~~ati6Jl my rtjlqu~s1; t.pcQh­
fide me the. management of my factory until the 1'~gaJ. and. 'defi1'tlt'eaet~ 
tl,ement. of the reinstatement? . , 

You wUl Ullderstmid that I" being a' man of 3) years tiild ,ford'~d;in 
SWitzerland to inactivity, ha.ve the earnest desiraand interest .,to

! 
.j take up again as soon as possible my l:"egular activity. . 

In case of. a. favorable decision, I.kindly request you to grant also 
to !itY fiancee, Miss Annette Weise (aee da,ta. below) thepermittpi COIIlEl 

to' Eschwege, as we must remain together in order to e,-et rria.:I'ri~(h'such 
not being possible'here in SWitzerlando 

With the ve'1:'y 'best thank:S for your kind efforts in my regard , I':am, 
Sir;' 

very >"espeotr' 

I 
~ $ersohal£data: }!&y bride I e <is.ta. 
Hans Adolf DOERNBERG Anna WEISS 
bOrn in Eschwege the 1205~1913 born in Brtiflsels' the: 6.501915 
Son of otto' DOEI1NBERG born in ll:schwege Belgium hD.tiGnality . - . 
the .:r olo~1875 Belglum passport No J ,2642Q, ga.lable 

.34,2,564 
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,M:Liitaryi ,(JoijerriIrieI1t~:{}erTi1iriy) ,", " . .; 
",: ~" -~, , 	 ' '" "7, " -"'.' 

. t;'.· 

i'Qii:i'te-d Stat' €sArea' 6f.,'GEintr61, ' 

Re'gU:J:at:i'Qrl''.N6 0 3'Uilder",~'li{ary "Ef'ovefl:l;m~'nt, ' . 
'taw 'N0'~'59'~nd kpp0~:Ln.t;mEln~'I'hefeu.na'e,r ,: 

. ' ' ,. . - . '.' - "f' ," 	 :'. 

,'.RE9'~TibN 
, , 

PurS'Wlrit to Art±6-ie':iJ of'Iv1'il:rt'afji::qo.vernrilE{nt' '.~Vi..'No.,59:.,t;~e.:"f6Iib~rig r~gula;.. 
tiori on the designa,tion' bf';slI:c·ces:3:or:.organizat,:i:0ns~is:chereby, 'Issiie'd.::,' ' 

"' . '. .. . 	 • , - ", -.< 

1.. A, non~profit,:,of.' chafitabls> ~rgari~z~lJjion,; de:~3~r.i.~g' to\,De~,~pqj,n~e~'cis' 
a, successor organization:' ,1;lr:~~~M:i;1:itarY,GovetnIilen1tt?:~Np~<~9 ,', ~may~f.?p~y ~rr ,.. 

• r 

writing to the Office "9f iM±.1;i't:aryd~;verriment':,f6r, J}erma,p:0 ::(;V8'1':'f;dr" ~u.'Cg<':'. ,:, ',. ' 
appointment.' ,'Smih a~ppli~p.'t,iqD, 'ahalI;: set,' fc,pth;,iri ' de,t~ij:"iall'inf9:firia:;t,iqn:: ,,:' 
Goncerning 'the strllc~ure,!p}ii-r(o:3~,~nd.. flJil'~tiion,s"9t tl}.~, <l,ppl;:'9ant", org~i;l:t:Z:af,'i~n ' 
and ~hou1d be, accoIhp3;ni~,dby"a:1Et',:Televant 'do,cUments,,;~$,uch:,a~';,'aTt;i:c::le,,~ of, ' 
incorp0rat:i.on::arld'by.;.,Iaws:.'Adqtti'0i1.a:lihfcrrmatjJon~:may,; ;OEl\ requirEid .. ,>: , . 

... F.' , ' ,. • " • - "f ',' I: 

20 Such organi2ia;~i6n;mUst: be :r,~presentativeoi:the' e~tiregroup or class, 
which it is ·to be,;auth9rfz~d:'i,Q<repre3ent;,:- ,,, 

t /'. '.' :::~ .'.~~:'.:, '.: "'. • ,". ': .' . '," '., '. ,... ",. 

. 3. Upon,app6:iir.;tmEmt~,,:i~;'suc·cesSqr, organi:zation}p1ust,:useit'I?:'cl'?Sets:;fo,t', 
the ,general benei:'n ol'; .tFremEilmbers 'of the' grotlp' or' cla:ss.which ,ft:r'Erp~~s:ents 
or fo,:" such other n:oir~p~ofi:(cit-9hal:'i.:t;abl~ ,:p)ir,p6ses~y be ,appro~ed 'D~ ,

,Hilitary Governmeiit.;~ ", . ,r' "", .',. ",'.' 

.: r 

4. The nghts'ana/(¢~]f:i!'gCit:i'on3,6f 'such ~rga:ni~,g~ioils' ,shal'r:~b~ sel,':forth. " 
in the, a ppointmerit~· ':':, ." ,'. ' ",-, ," ' "i " 

.~.~ 	 .'""'. I • " :; ,,; • ~ . ," '''.-,' :" ,',' .'. 

"" . ',' "~t.'J ",,'.,.,.:,:.~t;.,," .. , 'r' ," :.',.• ' ",...... ~, ..:"'~ _ . .-;"': ; .:.~.; .,,' ',;, .'4. '._ ". • 	 ", 

" APPEllF:NTMENTJm.TDER"F0REaOI'N{r'~REGl:JE.l\'TTON ."', '"', :' ' 
• " .. ,', ':" .•~" ••1 " ','. ...:' 

I. Deslgnat~9ri&i' ,'Si16c;es~~r' .Ofgani'za'ttOn ,fi:>'r' 'JeYd:s11::'If,o'p er:ty ':;'" 
'i,:. - ~ ,-,,:,,':. ." - •...'.:",'. ,":,," \" ' ..: .. !".~:•..:~, ~.: :. ", . "', "'.,' 

The' Jei>lf:3hite's~ittt;ion:S:uc'ceS;'(;tOri~hizai::lonlj'a ,charit~ble.di:-g~rii;,.. . 
zation, incorpor:,9,te a: :liflder" ~he~' lavys, 'Oithe. Si::,ate ,dtNe~vYo~k~ ,Un~t;ei:a' 'S~a.:t:es~,· 
of America (here'inaf.t:er 'raf'e'rred" to'as JRSoY ha:virig';appll:~a fo,i'l;1ppMntment 
as a successor o'rgah;izat,:hdri:andha-i.iIng' qualf.ffed: 'P\l'f~uarit; 'to :;theab~ve' ,: " , 
regulation is'3ued:'un'd~fr:)\;ltiC'te;'J3::or Mi:LitaW,,~,<=?v~r'ilmei1f::'laW"N'o'o::~~~'is' .' 
hereby i?-ppointed' a:~::ehe'"su:cges'sor 6rga:tiizatioi:i"~u£h6rfze'i:lt6' c1afiiiJe1VI:sh: 

, property, ashe:Eeiriafter;,:a~f.'i:nedj"pursua:nt totne't:erTiis' 9f~rtic:J.:es',8,:9:;" 

'10 and 11 of W.:i:tita:ry.'td6v~rnri.ierit"Law Nbo59. ", , . '" 


, ". ',' :' • "'::' ;. J, :';' ~ :., ' .1 ' ;'. " 

,IIc DefinltJ:otrJ!3w:i!sl1'Prop'erty;:" ,,:" , , 
.:'!:':'~' ',", :.~:i .""" • ".'.' 	 /' "f,' 

1.. Jewi9i,-:~r(6'~~rt;"::is, defined '.as the" 'prop~:tt~,' 'r1'ghtsand::t'ntefe'st's
of. JeWish indiviQtifl1;§' ',§fJ}.Q .I,q['-".:r¢Wish 'organiza\tfons'.' '~~; ":: ,t' j":,' .' ""~:;:".,, 

'" ~'j",;:-,,: :::>"~~"'L'~ t;t:·}<~·,..". '.:' .'~.' """:~",~:, ~."~> ":, w'~.'., ~'" :;' 

. 2.. '.A ;per:s~~\;'shaJ~i':':·i5e '90hsi'der~d Tib',-bei"a ::Jewishi ,iI1'dividuaJ( 'ff"',' '" 
beti~ee,n, 30. Janu,ary:,;r9~\~,:<~it~:_,;$~:~y::}191~5' :he~w§.~,:: ',' ,:':' ::::>.:~(.:' ',' .' 

• 	 .,:' i~.,~, ~"~\'~"l~:'-~·)':"~:?<.," i>. :,:,,,,,.:,- . ", ':':~.,' .",~,'t.", " ,;"r'->,·,~,~·".~"",,,<,.'··,,~ ", ,:',:i',r'. ~, "'." 

A~. ·'S ,'eCte:d"]~(}" erse:cut6",--. meas,ur.es :"0n' ith'e' 'r:0unds, tha.t;;· " ': 
he' was;:-.. ~J,;,ew,:,.::~gf;~,~".~,·:·:,Pt ':'.'/",:"": '~" ,. ,:':::';": ':;':""~""'::: g, "\~"'>;.' ', .... , ,., ":", 

_ _ _ ~ 	 • ,- - ;' '", , . • , , ": I-~ ,,~; "':' :', ••. 

s. :'~;~h~:"TIf~~+"d~o,. ·f~"ir$O#1(':'fc': .. c;'< <..:342::; 69 
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3. JRs'O and its authorize'9-:representa~ives,sha:ll ,hav9:ali 
rights possessed'byGetrri9:it'Em+;it;ies:an.d:'::l:~,qividu~:ts~;:,Wi~hrespe:ct :to'.tbe 
',insp6'ction,'of ,property ,ancd, r~'c:'ords:;;, in B;'ddi~ion,,: ;driGP~:-,upoii'reqn9s't ~f.', 
JRSO will authorize, in ~1:tirig, ,.mBa and itsa\it!rom:z~drepresen~at,iv~s to 

" 

f 	 ipspect such 'prOperty Bind, ,r.~cqrds"'ai1'q ,Elxtra:,c:t :'irfforinatfifjn .'$:b'6m ,sUcn0the,r 
documents and recoras '~~ld'by:1fi/lAtary ,CIove~~eri,t~'or' 'qM~matr;,g9v,e~flm~nt,p:l , ' 

, authorities or, GerrilanperS0rH!J'"ihGliYidu~lS' or.c'6r:p9r~t:g:nis:",?-s ;,:OMQtJS,,~.e.t,er,- '! . min.es to be relevant to th(;:',prope,r,perf.or~nce' qf};he,;:filnctions,ofJRSO'.' 
. 	 '. '. , . ," ..... .., 

" ' ',' 	 ; ~, ,"':~"'~ :',:',,,' ",".'.~ "", ,',' , ,'" ", .;. " ~:L. TheJRS'O,a;rid'the Ger:rrian entitiese'stab;J;3,;she'doursuant ::toII 
11 ~', PaT'agraph 2 of thisafticle,shal1,make ,monthly reports ,>to mAGUS "bn: thei'r 

operations, and, suchspeC'ital "rq:iortEi' a~Lai-e: at'any,'time:',req~ired:iby ,'GMGUS ~ 
1.\ The form of such reportatidthe nature'of the' iriiormati6n 'to:'besubmitted 

therein shall he' d~terriunecd:QY OMGUS. ' , 
" !. - ­II' 

i! 

II 
Ii s. OMGUS reser,vestherighi;.,to, at anY t"-me, t'nipo"se~oth~r; ,< ,," 

limitati.ons ancd, r,es,trl'ctidns ,on the" ,JRBO' ariel/'its, re,p±'esi3hta:tives ,"o:r;r~voke 
the anthon ty granted hereunder ,for cause'. " ' 

' .. 

, 6. Theflu.nishlng-of'lqglst~c ~ti~Pbrtt(), £1)e JRSO ~nd" its::p~',r'" 
'sonnel by the oCC1ir..ation a.:uthqptY WiILbe for,;the :subje'et.of a ,8eM-pate 
agreement between EUCOM an'd,:i:;he'JRSO. ' ,,', ,,'" , ' 

, I 
",, I DJ. Effective t.late 	 I 

\'! i 	 . . . - . 
This ~egUlatipn and appointment 'shall become \ effectivetn 

Bavaria, Bremen, He's;seancfWue):itterrioerg-:.Basl.en on, 23, 'JUlie' 1948., 
• " • ' '.' • ." \ \< '" ' .,' 1 .' ~, 

.; .. ,ORDER OF MILI'rARYGOVERNMENT 

.., , 

,.', 
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FDrei~ri S~rv~deSeriRl ND~~90 
I' '. 

August 16,' 1948 \.);I 
\Jl 
o 

To. 

Americ"an' DiplDmAtic and CDn9u'lar Officers' 

The Secretp.ry of St,!')te enclDses, fDr 'the informf),tlon 
0. f the Q,ffi cers' in ChA.rge ?nd for th~ir .cDriveni ence as 
a matter Df refe,rence) ;m English translation Df , 

Mili tary Government La,w No.. 59, and. regu,lrtiDns" issued ~o 
thereunder 1 1;1,9 reprDdilc edlntheFede'l'al: Register,. , I'd 
\lJi th r,egerd to. the restitutiDn of i,denti:fi8'ble' property ~ 
pr,esently located in the United States'i.-one ~)f'Q.CCup8'tiDn' 
in Getmany. ~ 

.. There is 1'3,190. enclDSf:d inmiineug:cephedfD,rm <3. 
trans1e,tion Df an addi tiDn'al regulation i 9 suedund er 
Military Gbvernment Law No. .. 59 and of' the Apnointment 
0. f theJe\lrish. Resti tutiDn Success.br Org:mi z8tion.- for 
thepurqo.eeDf claiming Jewish property in ecc'Dr('l,ance' 
t~Tith the abDve le,wo . 

EnclDsures: 

1. ' Reprin t from the 
'Fede~al Register 

2 • MimeDgrp-phed s'uppl erpen t 

, I 

8 

http:Success.br
http:Secretp.ry


The Legation of the· United States of .AmeX'1:ca 

presents its Qomp11ments to the Federal 1'olitical Vl 
V1 
oDepartment and has the honor to refer toMl11tary 

Gov ammantLaw 59 and asu'PPlernent thereto whieh 

were promulgated by United, States Military Govern­

ment authoritie.s regardine the rest!tution of 

identifiable property presently located in the 

Di'he Office 'ofMl11tar;y Government for 
Germtmy (US) desires,' that your government 
give full pub11ci.ty~t· this time to your 
resident.s and nati:onals of the faet tbat 
(J·lalm:s fortne r$:B;;l tut10n o'f ide·ntif1able 
property .in tne Unite,d States Zone of Ooeupa.... 
t10n of Genlany !IiUs;tbe filed wi ttl the Zen­
tralanmeldeamt,'Bad . Nauheim, GermaD3,on or 
berore 31 Deoember, '1948, or theo.laims will 
be barred. If cop1es of Mil1tary Government 
Law Number 59, whiohprovides for the rest1­
tut1en of property in. the United Statas Zone . 
of OCoupation, or regu1~t1011 number 1 issued 
thereunder, whioh provides for the ma.:rmer of 
fil1;n.S claims, are not avaIlable within your 
oountry, it is suggested that claimants fIle, 
at this time a statement,which need not be under 

oath 

TO,the 

Pedera1Fo11t1eal :Department, 

Bern. 

.:~~ 
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December 22, 1952 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

. Reference is made to your letter of December 9. 1952. 
regard1.ng heirless assets in Switzerland of victims of Nazi 
persecution. . 

The exchange of letters of August 28, 1952. between the 
Uni ted States. the United Kingdom. France and Switzerland. to 
which we have referred in our correspondence. was .initiated by' 
the three governments because. of the possibility that. notw1thj: 
stand1ngthe Swiss assurance that there ere no heirless assets 
of victims of Nad persecution in Switzeru'md. case's of that " 
nature might turn up in the ftLtur.e. This e.ctionwas taken in. 
order to preserve. a position which U)uld permit us to· briDg 
such cases to the attention of the Swiss Govern;m.ent so that that 
Government would give rqmpe.thetic consideration to the applica. ­

,.......-: 
 tion of such assets for relief and rehabilitation of victims 
of Nazi actions. 

If.your organization is a.ware of e:n:y cases o'f. assets 
in Switzerland of web persons, it will be epprecie.t'ed if you 
v-lOuld bring them to our attention. 

Sincerely yours. 

~an91s L..Sp~~1~ 
Officer in Charge 
Swiss-Benelux Affairs 

Mr. Nehemiah Robinson. 

World Jewish CODgress~ 


15 East 84th street 

New York 28, N. Y. 
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rue Mahon 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrienhs 1979 

G ENE V A 
Case Postale 

M 0 "rd b rill ant 


J E R USA L E M 

I Ben Yehuda Street 


LONDON WI 
55 New Cavendish St. 

MEXICOCITY 
San Luis Potosi No. 7 

MONTEVIDEO 
Avenida Uruguay 1378 

MONTREAL 
493 Sherbrooke St.. W. 

PARIS VIII 
78 Av. des Ch. Elysee, 

RIO DE JANERIO 
Cllixa Posh! 2344 

o M E 
Lungotevere Sllnzio 9 

SANTIAGO 
Serrano No. 20 

STOCKHOLM 
Grev Magnigatan II 

SYDNEY, N. S. W. 
Box 3759, G. P. O. 

TEL AVI V 
P.O. Box 1473 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

15 EAST 84TH STREET 

NEW YORK 28, N. Y. 

CABLES: WOIlLDGRESS, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: TRAFALGAR 9-4500 

June 22. 1959 

Department of state 
Washington t D. C. 

Attention: Officer in Charge 
Swiss-Benelux Affairs 

Dear Sir: 

I am referring to my correspondence with the com­
petent Officers of the State Department in the years 1951 
and 1952, Messrs. Avery F. Peterson (Off1cer in Charge of 
Western European EconOmic Affairs). Joseph W. Scott 
(Act1n& Deputy Director, Office of Western European Af­
fa.1rs) • RidgW9i.Y B. Knight (Act ing Director, Office 0 f 
Western European Affairs) and Francis L. SpaldiJlE!; (Off1cer. 
in Charge, Swiss-Benelux Affairs) .£! heirless assets in 
Switzerland and in particular to Mr. Spalding's letter of 
December 22, 1952 (copy attached). 

As seen from the enclo sure, the difficulty which 
existed at that time relating to the problem of heirless 
assets in Switzerland was that, according to assurance 
given by Swiss authorities, no assets of this kind existed 
there. These assurances, undoubtedly g1ven in good faith, 
were based on existing legislation, 1tlhich did not impose 
on the Swiss banking end similar institutions the oblig&­
tion to report accounts etc. Which have not been reclaimed 
since the end of the last war. Efforts were made in the 
last several yee.rs to h8.vesueh legislation' enacted.' As 
you undoubtedly know, this question was discussed ~ on 
March lS, 1959 in the meeting of the Nationalrat. . In 
this meeting the Heed of the Swiss Federal Department for 
Justice end Police, Mr. Wahlen, confirmed that a dr8:tt of 
a law to deal with unclaimed asset s of victims of Nazi 
action had. been prepared~ It is rather obvious that the 
Swiss' Government 'WOuld not have gone to the trouble of 
preparing such a bUl and to discuss it with the repre­

~303 
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sentatives of Swiss banks, insurance companies, etc•• 
if no assets were available. In fact, the associations 
of Swiss benking inst1tut1ons and insurance companies 
made enquiries (enquetes) wh1ch. according to Mr. Wahlen, 
have demonstrated the existence of unclaimed assets. 
True. the amount reported by the associations was said 
to be below 1 million Swiss francs. but - as he admitted ­
the enquiries covered part of the possible possessors 
of unclaimed assets only. 

I would appreciat e very much en:y further in­
formation you ~ have on the progress of the bill in 
question. Is it the intention of the State Department 
to bring this information to the attention of the 
Swiss Government so that that Government would now 
take the necessary measures to deal speedily with the 
pending legislation, with the view of epplyill8 the 
assets SO recovered for relief and rehabilitation of 
victims of Nazi action? 

Sincerely yours, 

I'i ~/. 
NEHlllMI.AH ROBINSON 

.NR:IA 
encl. 

'~ 
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'ro THE DEPAR.TMENT OJ STATE, WASf-IING"fON. 

REF 30 11 '1959 

~I'- '. 'the il11plemerita~1:in of the la.w pro1!ld.:tne fo!' the ImYlile:ntof:'compensation""-'! 
, 	 to vj,c'tims of nD.tion,a.l-soo!t"li6t pc!roecutiont i .. e" ~ the ii'Gdei'ttl I.ndemnifi(J~1,1;:i.~i~1 


Law, w:~.s zoecently disOU'S!H:Jd: in meet1,;1(:is h~ld by tile· Freshlrmt o'f;."t;he·.Cor~tiH~el1Ce 

on ~rewish i.18teriiil Clfl:imf.J IlfJtt.l.nat :(~('n'mt(i1Y, 'Dr;. GoldIimnn,· with ,C'r1('m,?E>:l;'lor' 

Adcrw.ueI', Ilins.nee Linister Ctzo-l ~ .D.nct the chiefs l':Uta competentmln~stc:i~S'u:t . 

the I,and Governments" On the ·o{fce.si on of his meeting, wi'jill Ght:..nb't11io;t:;\de11t1::'lsl; ~ 
r\ .Dr" Gblilmunn expressed BOlito apprehension that it might not be p;o.saj:pl'e to mee'{; . 

"""j the comIlli tments under this law 'by:theucLl,cHine d~:i.gina.lli or!v:L:ll~(~0d1i ~.March, ;1 f' 
r\1963." Dr" Goldma.nn u.,pPG~l,e~: to'.t~e Germanrel1l'eS(mtntbrftis to. ~Q!~e~'pl'e~ the 
i",jIndemnifict:Jtion Iiaw' on the' basis 01' ito lib'E:ral arid ,humanitariu.rii:ntent raU\e.r i

I,thaT:' its purely lega.l conBt~lJti~n", . . . . 	 , I 
! 

Cht~ncel1ol" Adena,uer £.}..nd the. chiefs of the Land C.overmfllmtB,t,;)\'lIphasized thG 
d~eir\'} of the Federal' d?V:'ernmen't to rlieot. 'the Obligati?na under ;t'hi:tl'113l,v, 1Ji{~hin '( Ii; 
tn(! :pel'iQd emrisaged.. ,Dr • Goldmunn was lnformed of tne measu:re £:l. .'&:,;d<:en by, V': 
tho Ji'edcI'c!l a.nd I,nndGovernmemta to overcome the dlfficlAltLe6 w~ii6h l'~a.d £lxh~enQ ~: 
In pu,rticula.r, it was atat,ed thf);t·cert(dn I'D.tiolWlizo.tion m~B.f:rQr~lS<wel::~to: 'be :--'.~ 
i.rl"!;!·oduced, and that. th.e .pcrsorirlel .of~h,: .pertinent a~c:t:cieBef ce~~~ln ,j',~~f!n:16r, \JJ; 
BuohaB l\h:lneland-ljH.lat~nate' a.nd <Berh,n~ which ha,d, to o(1al W~ th,D:n::el3pec:~a.lly, I 
la:r.'ge numbel' of l111plicoti.ona u.nder. the, law ,WD.3 to be inCl.~(;H1Sedc., Dro Atfhna,uer I 

O:K pre.36Cd himself.. t',a .fOllOT'~'2:<.If.YOu. ma.y I'eat a.s~;ured· that D.l.1a:gQn.. cl:.. es 60.nCI~rl~: 1.t 
have the serious "anct .fir,md,a;sire to ce.:rry out the compt:moni;ion :prof3,"'ql;m 13.13 • '. ' I 
,quickly (l,nd Hsi'airly n:spo!ieible l1 0 .- , " " . ' , '. ' . ,j' 

'1'0·c8.1 o:}li(~{ltions und€ir, t~e Federal' lrH:1srfmifico.tion . 1.a\.';:!! ,Wl;icr~.•.a:I'e 'born~ t I 
,~,\eql1ally by 'liae Federll:!. 11l1d Lana Governments, ell'e nOwoBt:lmo.,t.f~d o..J; r~J\l·i.7 t9. ,'. "'-I 
; ,)'18 billion .( of which aFproxbf\Bt~ly m,p, 11 billion, represent IlJ.,inp-s·um p&yme'nts) 0 ! 

.. Up to the and of Gerjrian.n'isolJ,~ YeaI' 1958\M,.,;~(:h 31, 1959}9 e()mpen!3st~;onnHY-' r: 
menta under the law a.mounted to abou.t Dj'~l. 6 billioll,p of wili(;hano1lt 65 percent i 
WLlS pi,dd in favor, of claimants' abr08~cl.. 'rile li'inantl,e lV,ini'stry est;lmA·t.~'s tho.t .; 
by i;!arch 3i ~ 1963~ a.further·DHi 6 billion 'will have be~m :W:d.fi., . :.Thtj.s~' "by 'l;hat ~ 
dllte,· the comini tmente WiUl respect to compensa:liion byway Gi' .hiJitp:-~'UIn paymEm:~6 . I 
'1'111 pl'i.1cLically ht:tve be~m rna'f{o 'I'he remainine bnlEncti> ofo l);l1 l,i,!mis 1 
u.ccoulltGd for chiefly by',pension I~aymcrd;6o In' E'i.3ci::~1 Yea.r f958/59:~:such ' 
pension payments runouJlted to' Dl~l 270 million and i,t. is,C:KIlCH·.:ted :tho.:!';the. amount 
of pensicms 'paid n.ruiual'lY will inc:roaflG to o.bont ]):',1600 j'1iJ.lion, by,'1;iisC~11 1',2):",1" 
1960/610 'ilhereaftcr', thi's o.ri.l1ual t;unou.nt if) eX))t1,6tedto dcclitli9,.a.nct to . 

, I Hppro'i.1ch zero by about 1)75~ . . 
L_ 	

' 

;':: l"l',...KJffi 1tQn/t'~';j~ithi~rd';u{ . 0 eli'1 qIJl.L li';'.:~()r I.y 'I 
,--..-~ - ... n,,""1"'!"'" "., --_. 	 • ...­
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uG:bA5S·U;,lr·EtD· Pf~e:e.:2 9f 
THE FOREIGN SERvrGE'OFTHE tJN'iTEDSTATESOF' AMERICA UesP,u.tch 205, 

J~Ullmba~sy,.l:lonn ' 
..ucust·. 7~ 19~9. 

In the Ge:rmo.n Federol ,bu(lget for 1959/60, .D?;~ " .. 3 ·b.111ion iB',:ApXlropriated, 
fOI' pHyni.ents U.rli1er the l;'edero;l I,'ildaml'littol!tion I.nw, "HiOreaain t~o b'tia(;et~ ,of 
the' l~ccr,tde1' ,:;hout, D,:cl 1bill:~on, i.B ap9ropriatcd rOl~thiG. rjurpoac i,n the pr'Qsemt 
risenl ye<'11'& It nl!iY be astium~dth;,'t 'the Feder"l [ippropritl;tion of. nilt103 bil;" 
lion includGs 0 reserve of ;e,bout DM' ,00 nillion (·l.ea .ci:mtrihution, tOVJE:t:I'd~ , 

'rnce,tint,;- compenrmtion clo.i~!lB mnde by the' coun.tri.ae ,occup1cidh;{ r:t'Jrhany ,duri,~lg 

the 'War, or.. ')Jch,::"lf of tlleirnntior101swho aurr~rcd from ntttiono,l';'DociiliiEit' ' 

pcraecntion nnd who I'.I.re not'covered :by the Ind'ermlfic:~itiOr1 l.o.wo, 


'l'he total Cl.mount to be . made , ava-ilo.ulo, for 'theoe .claims i:6 not yet: fixed 
dnce tc,' ,reoments for tllcpnyment of·such oOI~·')enGutionhu.ve beencon~lutled 'wi th 
only two countries, 1..e .. j::orviny,nnd Luxcml>ourg. :Ourinc a 'Een;:~r1:l1'convcrautiorI, 
Dr .. l"ouux de In t:roixof ~heFedel'nl idniatry fOI' l:lillcmcc'l' who i;s~r;n~pon6~ble 
'for theo8 problems, said .t'lm.1i (~ pl'elimiu,::.ry eGtim<:l.te, .of· th(# ainoU:r£·ts,reqllcBt~d 
for i!ttiemnific~ tion. und9omp~nt:I~~:ion. ,a~hled. tip to erlproxilill\t(:ly 1}M'·,2.;5· bii~:i.o~'" 
.!,ilhc Uillounta which'he r1cnti'<:m:;ectf.;>r·Hpcciflc courttrit?·ainci.'u!lr,i j~u,rsti'ifl, .ilLi 500 

. ,j:'lillion; 1.,'rl'!ncell Di,; tbili:fr~nf "lFb~tl~erlande;, miL 100' mill:~,6ntrPdr\>.riiy"~:-DU\60mil"" 
/-~li(m; Luxedjoure:\!, D;'~40 miJ:,i{i?rit~uidGraece.· 200 mil:i:101h·.Ti\c.::'fnis1;rt of , 
t..,....).'1mtnce believ'es thutthe qlnil!i~. 'for' most of· tii') col.Jntriea ,:jill he settled' 
f'Q,t less than the e!itimntad c,T!!'olirl!ts,.. ' , ' 

" 

,~\_.;' Il'he usualpro:ceiurp' 'in'tn,esc t1[.'rC~Hnen~e' oal1s ,for" Cllump.:sura> p~y~cnt by 
·the Feder:.tl ]~£::1;ubU,c ontfiol):'ai's ,'Jr· ,the totsl o.r.lountof ,the a:3rfSed"recoC'll'il?:cd 
clnlrna of tilo lUltlofu:d·a. ;:f :t1}eae' oountries.. Se,ttleoont of t·h0· ,1:11:01,]1ou8.1" c'lu;ims 
;\~ then tln.de by the r}:.'apectiv.~'·:Gov:ernmento 

. .~. : - ' '. 

g1!l~r GOi.l)"jen£lUtio!i:,;0hlii?tt tonE! 

Of the cOi!lpenaation~rii:oun:t1h,:s to' 1>11: ;) .45 billion ,due und.er the,!isl'ael . 
:.~;rt"H',~r;lent, m: 1 .. 8 'bil11ml"~\y':is<pa:id by ·t.he euj of fi'sc'wl :,~e:~,r,1.958i59~' Ti'f(~ 
b!.ilance of Dm 1 .. 65 billioi:l:':~s::.to, be paid by 1964"uutetttn,dingoblif':di#ons 
!md('r !1iscellull6oue, ~aws I,rovi'dtng .(01' the compensat~on of BI)(;}clat. cD'te{~o:r:ie8 ' 
of pereccutcee~ atich .aspu.bl1'c:::Qffi,cilllsJ) etc,,' r;'ndu.n~fer .tLe )~aw'fci~< 1.;116'," , 
~Jettlcment of v(me:tory,'\Le~~.i~'u~l~nClnimf3 11[;alrtst ,ttl(~,:';ei;?h wcI·e,,:'I~t~~~f)l.~~:t.e:d·.fl.t 
DM 2 Q 5 billion t:,tSOf·f~Ijr.1l, '1,:," 1.959'.; It is beli~GvEid:.~hflt ill1otl,;t l{0' p!p.r~~)n·~,'of.: th:!(~ 

,~·tlJnOUl'lt h: to ,lIe pnid,i:n tv.vor 'of clu:i.manta rcoi(~ing outside tierl'ut~nY.. " 
\ ' " " ", , ' ,'"" . 

l"cdc,ral Ministry .
.of .i"inc.nc8; .. ; .... ' 
Bulletin'of the 'I 
I'resa n.m) InforlH~\'tion r 
Uffice ,of .the !':;~(~r'a.l:· I 

Gov(:rnmen~ ., 

E'(Jil. 'I"F Cll'U'Q',' Dt,1\ "F'\ IU'S ;'81m: ;a;;
J ...... -.t\ .... ~,'.'""'"\:' 

V}~.).NJvyf;;.~\.' '. \ CV~· 
>,Q,:~::\'" ,,' ',' '; 
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Seymour J. RUBIN, partner law firm Landis, Cohen RUBIN 
tJJ 

<:-tand SCH'wARTZ will visit Embassy about October 28 discuss question <D 
~heirless assets in Switzerland. He has been informed substance ..."

reference despatch. Ul 
::J 

oRUBIN formerly member office legal adviser. Highly I-'cooperative Dept in Austrian and German settlement problems. P'...,.
Assist as you deem appropriate o El 
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" 
LAW Ol'lT[CES 


LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN 1\.ND SCHWARTZ 


183:2 JEF'F'ERSON PLACE, N, W, 


, WASHINGTON e, D. 'C . 

..TAMES !'of. LASDts 

SAUl.. O. MARIAS 
WALLACE M, COHES ' t5 BAH1HIOP'STRASSl! 

SEYMOUR .J: RlfBJ~ ZURICH" 5WIT'Zl!Hl.AN0 

ABBA F SCll~".-\..R-rZ 

., 

November 27, 1959 

Mr. Stanley Metzger 

Assistant Legal Advisor for


•Economic Affair s 
Depart~ent of State' 

, ,Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Stan: 

I refer to the question of heirless assets in Switzerland. 

As you will recall, the problem goes back to the letter 
of May 25, 1946, .in which the Head of the Swiss Delegation, which 
was then negotiating on tlie subject of German assets, etc. with 
American, British and French Delegations, stated that "my Govern­
ment will examine sympathetically the question of seeking means 
whereby they might put at the disposal of the three Allied Govern­
ments, for the purpose of relief and rehabilitation, the proc'eeds of 
property found in Switzerland which belonged to victims of recent 
acts of viol~nce of the late Government 'of Germany, who have died 
without heirs. !! 

, Since 1946, the subject has been discussed formally 
and informally on m'any levels and in many forums. The State 
Department Press Release of August 29, 1952 (No. 679) thus in­
cluded a statement that: "The three Governments request that the 
Swiss .Government will give sympathetic consideration to the appli ­
cation for the relief and rehabilitation of victims of Nazi acts, of 
assets of Nazi victims who died without heirs, in the event such 
assets should be found to exist in Switzerland. The Swiss Govern­
ment expresses agreement with this request." 

Although many indications of sympathy have been made 
over the course of the years, little has happened on this subject. In 
the Spring of 1959, however, the Swiss Federal Council accepted the 
proposal which had been presented to it in March of 1957 by Federal 
Councillor Huber with respect to passage of a special law concerning 
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treatment of heirless assets. This proposal went bt:yond what was in fact 
accepted' by the Swiss Government; but even the latter's position was that 
a special law ought be passed at least to determine the extent of the. heir:"": 
less asset problem.· . . 

In its 47th Annual Report for the year ending March -31, 1959, 
the Swiss Bankerst Association opposed. enactment of any such law, orithe 
ground that the situation was both minor and capable of being handled under. 
existing legislation. As you know, 95% of the proceeds of heirless assets 
is allocable under the international agreements to Jewish'victims. A 
number of Jewish charitable organizations, including those directly con­
cerned with utilization of the proceeds, and including a number of 
American organizations, have recently taken a· strong interetilt in this 
problem and have asked that I approach the Department in an effort to 
achieve a solution in the near future. This interest, at this time, stems 
not only from the probable importance of the problem (it seems likely 
that there are many millions of dollars of heirless assets in Switzerland) 
but also from the fact .that for the first time a spontaneous movement 
in favor of a solution seems to exist within the Swiss Federal Council 
and the Swiss Administration. 

On October 15, 1959, I addressed a fetter relating to this 
problem to Mr. Dowling who had then just beer.. appointed as Assistant 
Secretary of State for European Affairs. The Department, pursuant 
to the request c,ontained in that letter, notified the American Embassy 
in Berne of my interest and on October 30, 1959, I had a most useful 
discussion with Mr.• Blumberg, the Chief of the Political Section of the 
American Embassy in Berne. I also had the opportunity to discuss the 
matter while I was in Be·rne with Mr. Paul Blanc, Financial Counselor 
of the French Embassy there. 

It appears to me that the opportunity is now available 
for the long delayed solution to the heirless property problem. The 
opposition of the banks is, I believe, based on certain misconceptions, 
some of which I wought to dissipate in a lengthy conversation on 
November 2, 1959 with a prominent member of the Swiss Bankerst 
Association, Mr. Reinhardt of the Credit Suisse•. It would appear 
therefore, that the present would be an appropriate time for the United 
States, France and Britain, basing themselves upon the obligations to 
them undertaken by the Swiss Government in its letter of May 25, 1946 
and on the subsequent exchange of 1952, to approach"the Swiss Govern­
ment and urge that steps be taken to resolve this long outstanding issue.' 

Specifically, I urge that the Department of State 
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cor.nr.nunicate a view that this step would be desirable to the British and 
the French Governr.nents in the hope that a coordinated approach to the 
Swiss Governr.nent could be delivered in the next r.no.nth or so. 

I need hardly say that the interested organizations will be 
glad to do whatever can be done to assist in this endeavor. It r.nay 
well be that, eventually, a r.neeting would be necessary in which the 
views of the organizations, the Swiss Governr.nent and the Allies could 
be coordinated. This, however, is perhaps looking a little too far 
into the future. 

I, of course, am available at any tir.ne for consultation 
with the Department. 

Finally, I have directed this letter to the office of the 
Assistant Legal Advisor for Econor.nic Affairs in view of its far.niliarity 
and participation over a long period of time in the probler.ns of the 
so-called "Washington Accord". Two copies of this letter are being 
sent sir.nultaneously to the Acting Assistant Secretary for European 
Affairs, Mr. Foy D. Kohler, and Mr. Philip Chadbourn on the Swiss 
Desk. 

Sincerely yours, 
') 

/ /'' 
//

?y 
. 

SJR:jk 

cc: Mr. Foy D. Kohler 
Mr. Philip Chadbourn 

~ - ~.------.~---~.--'.-.- ----------~~.--.----.,----. 
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i";;~~*~);!" t~;~.,· :}~,:\~~,fu 

of Oot~'·~~~~~~~D~J!~~~;S~~.~~~~t;; .•·.. 
i:t' eoU1!d , . ,,~::no~:acn.ion'lUitj;:l'it 'had, mori;.det.a:l'~'.,: ",This' w'"dla':~jhli'eh,
proba"bif'~~a?~t:.','t6i"'the;sijcOndmess.ge,; "\;':'., "",'" "',::' l:'\:?;~l,:\: , 

~~~'~~~i¥=rtg.i~!'f'I~,;;m;(Y 
houae'at·5kr~#~~~~g~~8tra6,se,' BAs'elo H.rrmJlits beit: in, .a'i'iutl3ne,EL':'i"
is as follo~~ " ' "'," ""/:' ',', "'d,; , , 

, , , ,',. ',:' ~\: ,'( , , 

:roJ:~~II~~!f!e~jim:~.r:Sf~;'·.·'~:;a~i;/i

concentr&t¢~#,\ii;a:mp 'a.ndst()le~()mhfili$75Q~ooo.\t9rth'ol'b~nd'~·~::ilijd,",ot:~ " 
eecuritieil,'.": ':,':, :-' ' , " , ;;,',' ,i, ' 

• r ·','oj,.,.','.:" ".:' 

Federal RJi~~~:,:;::~o~:~~=nb:~~~~~inle~:a:~:Jr~~~~Dt; ,'"
sthiggle 'tl\r:otii&b.'tih8",#bit.rat.~ori eq~lm;h!lalio~:a~',lto\)leJli'. :A~tiljS4pi'~~n~:', 
11 as his C1Wri'a~~ornq;:~:the ,utter.j ,he"~:8~~wnv,~;:" ,~~rL91i:T49~,>'" 
ea.ted;lega[±atil::c~:.Q1Uidlntl~tter•• a.lld.dOQ~'n't.8\:wp±eb;:h:.,:l'ij~'U',\~~iik:' '.: 
prepared all,f:~iCh ·~purp8rt. to be copit,iot 8ublraulor1s to·;'t.~;:i~tiJ;~~~;l;;, ',' ' 
tion Comm.lsCj.t~h~: .,' .... .. , . '., ,.,<, ." .. 

Fr(jDf the COmmission' aidej 'we' h.ve8e~9nll' C)~c10~~~,::P~~" . 

that appearaif"t,Q be &: si"gniflcant one ... It wa,sdated,frCl!.uguiS't;Q£;'t::1\$s\' 

year and it<:iht~u'nedHerrmann' tersely that b.i:fJ'cl;atilhB:d,b8enY:c:len±eCl~' , 


. Itis:tiji:s"~iilis;lwhich apparently i~ the:' basls:o! .,HEtn>:ma.rill:!>fJJ/ , 
charges of, lmt;l';;~r~o8n :dj;scr1miD.8.tionon',·the Arbitration '.CotiiiD1SSton .' 
and the mot:!:Ve or his mea to Mr. Herier. ' 

)Je.rrmann,:rii~t:t;)e'ea:meknown ,to us 'inHaY'ofthis,~8:ti.'"~n: ' 

he apPl~8d~:'for'~a:,'pasSP9it r.neWid.'His'~r 'at ·th~.t.i.r" Ji()~~., 

furtive and 'C1rClnpS~~t(,,' He add he ·haiilt.ile~esR who ~()\i8b., u~\i~'·, 

him out arid:h8w&s'relucH:it.nt'even itotel1. 'whel'e,he'11v~o ":,e',:w&iited' 

to give usoxUY' a .Po:it'iofficeboXfor ~a lo'cu'&adres8' 'and' :hELc!~ed.~iie'i, 

National Co~~~l:,ot ¢h~che8'tit Cbrit8tr,in,AD.te~iilia:at:~561~i:1<A.~~*(j),:, 

New York, '~a 8tat;~~fd:e abOc!ie. This 'orgaxl1~.~;9.*'~~ttn~;;.pon8l:>.·red.:; 

his immigat'iOn'tot.ne' U.S. Under the Relu:gee'Rel.ief' Act", ' ," " 


, 'Her,rmann"l"ter further !dentUied-,'his '"ElJ.1:emi~8P&l1Janb~uS 

Germanawbo 'wisheld', td,"eliJ¢nate ' hiS',' Claim ,"()n ,tfuj ,F,~Qer~ ."R4tPUlll.;;C'by' 

eradicat:tng~It 'W8.s'a' nwrelur1d featureofhlS tale: tha.ti,thes., ' 

same lteneDd'e$ff 'ha~i': be~nr8sportsfble: 8oUl,i. 78~8,.golor·thea.bd-q:~tfop.':'oit 

his son', :A:rVid"trbm'wistern'G$'," .,., ,to 't, he ·.I!laStei'lr,soae Wbere',b.eW:S\. ' , ' 

held pri86ne~bt,;t~'Rui8ians f~ee' yes.r8:o,::H~~~nn·cii~me4· to.hi"'" 

got the boir.et~ned sih,gle';;handedlt througl'fCQ$iciential Jl.eanij ot his 

own. He d\e.cr:i~'tiliB' 'incident a& an:example: :01 ,'tille 'bl8.clDna'H 'uS8<1 
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" 
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on him byhi8'i,:~Dendes to induce him to withdraw his cla.1m:. 
f 

1:;;i:'?;::.:~.v,:.;:~w:: ,:!,~:'~_,~,j: ,;.,\:", " ';'" .' ' . ,', . " ';;:1.~ ••~'~! ',:,bJ't,· ">O'':'l{'''.

"" ,,'" '"~tuaIly under, thre'at ot: a ref~al.to,renew hts, pi~'etP<i~t~' , ' 
we learIl~(t'f,rom Herrin8i1nthathS h;:is a etate's±de'a:a.g.reeis a:tl4l~26th' " 
Stti.~~~!t;f,i!:i~£h ~~r~en~ ~." J, whe-rehis Wi:f.~i a'~a~J:i~er: aild'h~fi~~~'~R--;;.:.",' ',: ,
1y ex'-Russian"prisoner-son, Arvid, now ,Uye o ,H~:ha.B, asecoi'Jdsonj ,~of,t:);"~y)l. 
'Herrmannattache~'~o th(! 'Air Force whOseB.ddl~~s~rhegaveas, 74g.5 ;F~~" ii~:;2 
Air Force Ba'se. Gel-mah;V. ,He sa.id he frequentlt:rls'its this, secpilds'ci'nfronr ' 
Ba.sel. " , ' ":. ,':,' :'," 

'Iie.r~J:ln,..was, naturaliz'ed. in theJi~~,<?~,C0\lnt-y Co~ ~t ;Jetset-:'¢~t)i'J: " 
N.J" on Fep~~,l8,~ 1957. ' He h0lds' pas~portN,o.6~76.8 'is'sued:.'at,'NewYoi"k':" 
on August7}'J.9~7,o ,fJ,irice "he met thepae'ie, r~q¢rem(mte of tn~ law'"tJrl;s;;' ' , 
ConsulateissUe~'him a routine' renewal on Ma"21',,i959,. ' 

"~ . 
" 

, :ffi:;vf~,of, Herrmann's account6f'hiJDSelt and hie ec'centt;tc.b8::.i;'>, , 
havior, we~l~':~trri.ngl" 'incihled to regardh1mas unbalanCed, "b~tt~th,'~~~', 
stranger tl18t1:r.~ction, ~ WGu1ti prefer to 'h8:v:e, morein£orma~iori~abQllt him::~~ , 
i0re comingi~,6 ~Mt ,concf:l.usiorl..EmbaSey Bonn mat be in a: pOsl;i:,:i9nto furniSh 
addUlonal ,deta:lli, 'in particular witbref'erence'~o" his reli~itutioil"91a~,;, 
and ,we are,:sending a coPT of this letter to ConSul General Herl1"7 J.T&~~H'A. 
It is also 'likelY that tihe fUes of thBNew lork Passport Agenq Di&y,d~'sc.lo5'r' 
additional data;" , AtJ'¥ suPplementary iilt'oi'miLtion' that is deVeloped WbUldbe' 
welcomed by this'past., 4 ' " , ", 

SirlcenlY, 

.~&i'd 
American QonsUL 

CC'I Consul, 'Qeuer.E4Henrj J • Tasca j 


luJiEmba.,88y Bo,m'.' " ' 

, """ 

I RQbert G. Hoo.ker,Esquire, , 

AmEmbass:'y'J Bern.,,' " 
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NO.: A-97,April 19, 1960 

SUBJECT' Heirless Msets, in,' SW1tzer!l;a:nd 

TO: The American. Jilnbassy, BERN, 

With respect to the points raised "b;r the·SWiss;·oiti'cl:'ai. as,' 

examp.les. of; the probJ:emsftt:CiIig; the F.~\l$.~iiti,Cbunci::¥i' :~t;.w.6¥d/~eein' 

that the· sensitiVityof,the,S\ri:ss:bankers,to,8.Ii.y'admtiUs:crat~ye 

rev:iew of dormant '"account·s sh6Uldnot .be the ,controli±ni,)t:ac,to~o 

If the· Swiss.;banker~. in>fact, kn:ow>who ,thei·r.. depC?s1tors i~~i;, ':as~hey 

so often claiui,.. and .. ali . account ·haa. been.:inactive fQr," fi'f~:Et,en:~, y~8i:s 


. or longer., it 'should: not be impossible.; ,to:isola:t.esti,ch,acco:U.n~s . 
\irhich':Diay,>,be,'"~nf~ct heitaesa.. asset·s. .W±th.r~i:sp'ectr,,~O;!;~:~$I:;~o'~i~~Il'" 
tid examination· of. accounts, .weutid'erata,na thattli~re::±'s: !tUi. eX:ieit~ 
inggovernment audJ:t1ng'service, which, in cooperation wf'thl 'the'. 
Bankers ~socj)ation,· can undert~e the. ;ta6k;' witllout :>::the: ne'be,s¢ty:
of new leg±S+ati:on. ' ... 

Wi:'th" re~pe.ct· to the, necessity 8.nd·,:eXp'~pse .. of cr~a:t)ing:a.new t. 
Swissagen:cy. to::Ei.d.mi;nister an li~±.rJ:ess,a.Ss'Ett's progranr,. ·:iti1iit'ght·be 
pointed. out that proc;:edures' ex:Lst ,for:' elimiliEit£ng. this !proolem. 

,Thus" as· has. been, .done in other countries, .the,Swi~s; c.oul,ra· turn,' over 
ptes\uied' 'l1e;irlesB 'aSsets' to aSuc,eessor,org8lti:zat:i:0lt' w1iiio~would .... 
contract ,tome~t' a:D.y .claims . and·' cre'ate a're~erve fuhd fpr,;:contirigen­
cies. 

Coord.:L.na:~$~it:Withfore:i.gn, authoriti~s 'aild: intei'natJ;O'wd . 

agenciesshQ1i1;d.not ·be difficUlt silice. the..,su.cc~ssor 'otgam.::zattons 

havecoila;d~~~ble,exper:i!ence,,;j.n: th1:s :t~~tl,d;.working,'±nq.r~~i· 

AU5triaail.d:~6tlier countries.. 
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In mest" ef the· cewitries" where sizeable assets ef' thi's tyjpewere . 
located the, programs;are·riearing. comple;tion., The organizationswhiqp.· 
have~ed the· fur.i.ds· will ~ither be disbanded or turn ·to' other work. 
Aocordingly,-'\~he 'O'lli.ted States ,would appreciate any: information f.rom , 
the Government of Switzerland about its plans or intentiol'.lSwith . " 
regard to, th~/ looat:i:en and' dispesal' of heirless assets in Sldtzerland'.n=­
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL. COMMUNICATJO~8 TO 

, TH£ S£CRETARY OF STATP: 

WASHINGTON 25. D. Co 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1960 

OFFICIAL J1§E ONLY 

QFFICIAIc;~ 

Dear Warrea: 

We bave beea informed that S,. Rubia, the Wa8b1tQ1;~at~Q~Y 
who is so illterested ill heirless ass.ts, expects to be im. ~~ 
on MoDday, May 30 or Tues4a,., the 31st. I 8aa:Eli:orY to,¢onVl;,~i1m 
that Tuesday is preferable siBce Monday is a1lO1~d&i.. He.'~l.Ut "be 
interested in obtaining. interviews With SWfss'o:f.ftc"eiils. iltndWledge,eible 
about the assets problem. He bas, also indfc8rted thijt he ,~"!Elke 
to talk to the Ambassador as well as yourself. ' 

0n the basis ot :your recent message, I am info1;'Bl1l.1g ,l§:-.:'~~1?iD, 
that the embassy has sent a note on this subject 'and. I~:l '~em,pl:i8;s.ize 
that the Swiss are now draft1Bg legtslatfon to coYer be'1rle'ss' as'sets. -

We have considered the matter of' asking crilr allies :to p~i~ 
cipa,te but have decided tbat we shoUld nOt take sUch a step ulit11 
after receipt of the Swiss reply to our note. 

Sincerely, 

Warren p. Blumberg, Esquire, 
First· Se'cretary of &lOOss,., 

American Embassy, 
Bern, SwitzerlaDd. 
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. . SUBJECT: Perseoutee Clairrls on Aus.'tir:ta "', 

P~~ICIP~~' 
•·...;·']1' BUR - rrKohler . 
(!)., L/EUR ~Mr .. Kearney 
. .. '. 'WE' ¥ Mr. Wells 

t' . 
~ 

COPIES TO: EUR ~ (:*) 

VIE·':' Nt~ HdBride 


Mr. slur J. RX;~·!~;~h~~~~~:~:e~~~1~~~.th~ .. 
... ... , . . . 

, . 

. I 

I 

WE·····;.; Mi·~Phelan ..~. ­
WE·...~~··We.;tls (2'~lc,c~ . 


.~':. ,.". . " 

',;l"" . ',", 
.."J' , " "," "'~ . "'t;' .. ,~, ..: ".." , , , , ".,,:,'{: .' .. 

• : .'" .•.. ·,Mr.~,Rubinsa:id!;'he'attitiid~O:f the' Jewish',groups ii1:'the us:l£ow~~d ..{~, ," . 
>;: :#as b¢coUrfng uglY .' anl··,ih$Y,werEf ~~ching the ';boiLing :poirit~ 'He ::.fecallei:lJ:'tlla.1:t:;';",' 
...." . the. :Je'Wisli .Vi.'ewnas· ~~liwaYE{ 'bef31i.tl1at· .th~ AustrianEf . were no /bett~r .··t.hiui. 'tfi,e','Ge:cii1fins,,' ,

'. 'but 'the Jewiali" gr,ou Q:ever,tl1el:~~f5" aCceptedthe:se'ttleqieritC 

'~nv'8ttyfrig;Actstri;4:t's •. ': .... 
.·.p~6~se .~ ,;crpate':a.: .' .~;r+t9tL'PrOp'~*~yRest(;)re:tion,f:uhd,':~~ri::·tl1pugh.'::.~hi;,~::~¥oW(d' ''',. ~. i 
: •. re~u;rt '. i:n,,A:,u:at:r:4ati:4e;ws:.~,~;EliY;Plg:/;t~S$:c~mpEln~at:t:on. ;tl1a,n:igerma.!l:,;J:E:)WS'~\·.· :De~pi:tEj: '.' _': 

.-~.~' 


"paYfueht~~fnto6ne."package,ana.::,tb::ma.kethfs· joint 'settlement ·;,Cont]jrigeiit;'ro#4.)8:~;ltl¢St;;. . .~. :ICt:~. :li;t:~~!~n~~~~.:~~~ ':=~i:t ~~"!i~~S~~~i;~~~!~r~r.::id:~;'!~~~i~~ f.'i.,. 
,.. other ~fa.i,rgs~.,·' ':~:',;.,<:,.". ..' ," . .. ' >, ".< ':':.'. ' ,\ t, 

Mf··~... ;Rubin art~b' r~~er~e~.t6!·~~~e;:,p1i.6bl$m, bf: hed:rle,§s':~Jtoi),~riy:~anct:j:ei~tdhi~~t" _~ 
·.v ...... Icertain,"~oups 'iri:Aiiatr::tl(~a~'-:~~~fgiis~,6n this w:o~ertY',and, in~endE?d :~?;~us~~i1t; ror,,-~.·,:··t·

persous' other than 'neeay ·persecutees.. . ::, : ''''J'," 
. )i'." ",_' , .. '." .,.... ...' .,"; "", ."• .J "'.":" ~ ~ , , ,.,;;: ". :;/ ~~ 

, 1 Mr.. RIn:lin a~ked' "tl?Bt~ ~l'lei Un~ted ~tates Government ma]~~ additiorut:r:'wr.~p"rese~ta-
: '.1iiSoruJ' to 'the, Aust:r:ians 'With ~egaid to :both, the Propel'nty, RestOration Fund':and' neir­
:' less propert.J<..~CEJVED "~l '. ~:"' ,",- . :. ') '. ':, , . . " ,': ' '.' 

: . AMEitlCAN' EMBJ\:SSY···:. ' ,.' ' .,., <, ..... '. : ~ 


Mr- KobJ.e-t~ied thA·t\~lieshafe hisyie'.vs·regarding the ,$6~ 111il1.ioYl,FuncL· 
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~r#~lf' naa'lipne.l<}'·a::;:d~9rE3e"aiith~rizingtll,e' m(:Jrget:,of'J, iT~Wfsp ,~ng;,~oij.::.:~~tw~h'\assets" . 
R,e:c~liqught tQ:1s ;R~~uited.~~'fu9~~a"t~dy.:T. ,~..nd .. :lW' ~~,~ #ot~ure;;¥ha.~app.rO~,9t :~~~u:td~be' -;, 

,:;ft,.~~~irffki~~~~~{z.*~q~~~:~~~:~~~~~~~~~~t~~~:';'i\~~;~., •... ' 
(the'c$11ee:tlQn8:gen,ey:;tor?'Je*lsl1 'assets}'had"l;n ,!t's,'icourt ~ct on ,con.. . ' 
t~? the decree vt:olatedi:theSta.t,e';~j,eatY~,' r~~"~ibul~reprfe(r f.na:~' li~idid':not ' 
know but wou,1.4 ',find out",and ,he ad~tted',this wa:s, an ,:tmpor:tS.iit 'pot!).t;'.. :,;'t' :":' { ,­

'~ ",,'e !~+~~",Ko~~r r~sl.<e~';~L::~~~ih~itBe~~e~ ·'the~~.:;w~::: ~rl#~~~. ,~~k,;~#~i~i~~~rii::,in~~~·';", ,
i 	 ' Sinss:'sspeo:ts -: to~:the~,hetrless?properiYJ,questron..:'Mr'; 'Ruo:iri~r:ep _" . 'f,fuif,-::no£.hing . 

.. ,. :'; :', !lfi~iiii~i~~1~~:!f~I~~.~i~fl?~'.,· 
,t,e.:t;ilg~~· ./que~t~Qn~f:~nd;;~~#e:" eW, A:mba.:~,~:ador!3 of;t~n-:,~ay~.:'J?Ji, ~l1i!ti;~~j, ,b~§,}t:&:o.~: "ac:t!i.~~Y'~·

T.' "" '. .' ! >~,:,:' " ~:~.~:<~. ".;,;:~t~;t<;'y~·j;· 
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