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_Ffankfurt on the Main
August 21, 1840

Trast Isr. Vertheimber and Anne horn de 1}; zt Trankfurt on the Main,
declaers =ach oth-r mutually se sole devisee ( literally: their%),

I, the wife, heve written down, dated and signad, the nforegsing
by omy ovn hend,  The hushand will 24d hie signsture ss the sign »f his
rgresmnent, ‘ - ‘ ‘ '

) Anne “artheinbsr born ds Bary

y
/s/ - Trast Israel Yertheimber -
agrsad

}3r?n}{f{1r1— on t"\‘a ;;ﬁin
1e

fngust 71, 19240

("he above document was translated by Mr, Haxim ili. Frisdmann, Room 805,
Williard Bldg, - Merch 12, 1947) .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘Worm No. 1 '
Tr1s cASE ORIGINATED a7 NEW YORK
REPORT MADE AT ‘DATE WHEN 306 FOR WHICH MAI ' REPORT MADE BY : )
‘ . MAD -
. NEW YORK 5/2%/54 gg%uﬁ"”’fg’ HAROLD A. HOEG rer
A T‘m

EDUARD VON DER HEYDT, LIBERATAS S.A,, | characTerorcass
AND RATIO S.A- V. HERBERT BROWNELL, JR., ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN
AND IVY BAKER PRIEST . MA TTHR | ;
CTVIL ACTION 9hl-5L - DISTRICT COURT <

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA N

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

e

OAP requested photostatic copies of certain cablegrams
received by Chase National Bank, NYC, during 1940 and 1941
regarding payments.made by VON DER HEYDT to individuals
located in the US and Mexico; requested interviews of CORNELIUS
LIEVENSE, ALFRED SALMONY, and RUDOLPH HEINEMANN, NYC, re
knowledge of VON DER Zg%ﬁT'S activities, and interviews of

\

_ Mr. and Mrs., MOSES U/4PERLMANN, NYC, re their ‘escaping from

Rumania during 19427 In addition, OAP requested photostats: _
of certain exhibits introduced in evidence in an esplonage i
trial involving ERICH WEDEMEYER in Newark, NJ. EDWARD McGOVERN, o
Chase National RBenk advised all bank records for years 1940 ,
through 1946 have been destroyed. Investigation established
that CORNELTUS I.TEVENSE of Union Banking Co. died during 1949
in NYC. ALFRED SALMONY and RUDOLPH HEINEMANN intervlewed and
results set forth. Mrs, CHARLOTTE PERLMANN and Mr. MOSES U,
PERLMANN located and interviewed, Mrs, PERLMANN related during
1942 she paid $15,000,00 through a friend named LEGRAIN to a

: Germeh Gestapo Agent named WEBER in Rumanle in order to effect

..+ an escapé to Italy and ultimately to the U8, LEGRAIN during

1943 reported to have effected the same type of escape through

JFBER for himself and 5 other individuals at a cost reported

by Mras, PERLMANN at over $60,000.00, MOSES PERLMANN and LEGRAIN

presently have a civil suit pending in Ascona, Switzerland, and

are attempting to effect recovery of these monies allegedly

paid to VON DER HEYDT ‘through WEBER. Photostats of requested %

/faé exhibits enclosed. : . ~
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NY 114-139
DETAILS:

INVESTIGATION REQUESTED BY
OFFICE OF ALTEN PROPERTY (OAP)

Investigation in this matter is predicated upon
receipt of a letter from Assistant Attorney General DALLAS
S. TOWNSEND, Director, OAP, dated 4/15/5l, which advised
that a sult had been filed in the subject action under -
Section 94 of the TradirgWith the Enemy Act for the return.
of cagh, securities and objects of art which were vested in
the Attorney General by vesting order 1834,

" This property was estimated to be worth a considerable
sum of money, and the Plaintiff EDUARD VON DER HEYDT was
described as a heréditary baron of Germany who had obtailned
Swiss naturalization during 1937,

VON DER HEYDT was described as a member of an
extremely powerful and wealthy German family, and has
extensive property interests in Switzerland Holland, England,
and Germany,

The other plaintiffs in this matter were reported
as being Swiss and Luxembourg organizations which are sole}y
owned by VON DER HEYDT, with the exception of certain
qualifying shares held by Swiss citlzens,

Mr, TOWNSEND related that one of the defenses which
the OAP intended to make in this action was that VON DER
HEYDT acted on behalf of the German Government during World
War II, and, therefore, should be considered an enemy under
the definition contained in section 2 of the- Tra@hgwith
the Enemy Act.

It was set out that VON DER HEYDT received certailn
funds during the years 1939 through 1943, from the German
high command through the AugustT™yssen Bank A,G, of Berlin,
and that he had transmitted these funds to designated
agents of the German Abwehr in the United States and in
allied and neutral countries, Many of these payments were
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made through an account in VON DER HEYDT'S name in the
Union Bank of Locarno, Switzerland, and payments of this
type were known to have been masde to atrleast two German
Espionage Agents in the United States, namely a KARL
REUPER and ERICH H. WEDEMEYER,

Mr. TOWNSEND set out that the Chase National Bank
of 18 Pine Street, New York City, had made payments on
instructions from the Union Bank of Switzerland to individuals
who are known espionage agents, This bank had cablegrams
for the years 1940 and 1941 in thelr possession which
revealed that the following payments were made to one
' JOSEPH HERMKES, a German Espionage Agent in Mexico. The
payments were made from the Union Bank of Switzerland and .
through the Chase National Bank to the Banco Nacional de
Mexico:

Date ' Amount Instmiction Of
13ruo $300.00 MAX SCHNEIDER
3/15 300,00 - FRANZ, BRAUN
u/l/ul - 300,00 ' FRANZ STEIN
5/6/b1 300.00 FRANZ MICHEL .

Furthermore, it was related the records of the Chase.
Nationsl Bank for the years 1940 and 1941 revealed that the
‘following payments were made to GEORG NICOLAUS, a known
German Esplonage Agent in Mexico by the Union Bank of
Switzerland, through the Chase National Bank, to the Banco
Germanico de la America del Sud, Mexlco City:

'Date : ‘ Amount . Instruction of
11/18 uo> ' 4 7,000.00 FRANZ WEBER .
9/1l, : 5,000.00 .. MAX WEBER

1/27 ul 8,000,00 ERNST PETZOLD
/23/u1 ~ 4 . 15,000.00 FRANZ SCHMID

It was set out that the names listed above as
giving the payment instructions were fictitious, and EDUARD

i
t
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VON DER HEYDT was known to have'giVen those 1nstructions.

Mr. TOWNSEND requested that photostats of all the
above-described cablegrams relating to these payments be
obtained and furnished his department, It was further
requested that the officials of the Chase National Bank,
New York City, be requested to obtain the originals of
these cablegrams in order that they could be produced upon
subpoena in the trial of this action,

It was further set out by Mr., TOWNSEND that certain .
exhibitsy namely G-85, G-86, G-92, G-93, G-96, G«97,.06=101, and
G-102, which had been introduced into evidence in a German [
Espionage trial of ERICH HEINRICH WILHELM WEDEMEYER in the ;
District Court in Newark, New Jersey, which related to a r
payment made by the Union Bank of Switzerland through the 3
Irving Trust Company of New York, be located, identified,
and photostats of those exhibits should be furnished his
office. '
o Mr. TOWNSEND further requested that Dr. ALFRED
¢ SALMONY of the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University,
i New York City, RUDOLPH J., HEINEMANN, of New York City,.
. and CORNELIUS LIEVENSE of the Union Bank Corporation, 39
i Broadway, New York City, be interviewed regarding their
\ knowledge of the Plaintiff EDUARD VON DER HEYDT.

; - Mr. TOWNSEND pointed out that another phase of the _
4 aforementioned action and of the OAP's defense thereto E
: was that VON DER HEYDT acted as an agent of the German 2
"~ Government and the German Gestapo in receiving ransom

payments for the release of Jewish refugees who were held
é in occupied countries, including Rumania, during World
] : War II.

Among the refugees who were belleved to have made
such payments for their release were a Mr, MOSKOWITZ LEGRAIN,
now belleved to be residing in Paris, France, and a Mrs,
CHARLOTTE PERLMANN, now believed to be residing in New
York Citye
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It was set out that during 19,7 Mrs. PERLMANN
appeared at the office of the United States Consul General
in Zurich, Switzerland, with her husband MOSES U. PERLMANN,
and infonmed the Consul that she had been caught in Rumania

"~ in late 1942, but that after contacting a German Gestapo
Agent  there named HANS WEBER she was able to arrange her
release by paying the foreign equivalent of $15,000,00.

The Gestapo Agent WEBER then accompanied Mrs,
PERLMANN to Rome where she was not allowed to proceed further
until he had ascertained from "a baron in Switzerland",
who was very important, that the payments had been made
and everything was in orderi” Mrs., PERLMANN related a
reply was received that all was satisfactory, and that she -
was then permitted to proceed to Lisbon,. ‘ :

It was also requested that Mr, and Mrs. MOSES U,
PERLMANN be located and Iinterviewed regarding their
experiences as to the participation of VON DER HEYDT in
the aforementioned affalir, ,

CONTACT WITH THE CHASE NATIONAL BANK
18 PINE STREET
-NEW YORK CITY

On May 11, 1954, SA JAMES P, WOOTEN contacted EDWARD ;
McGOVERN, Chief Clerk, Foreign Department, Chase National
Bank, who advised that all bank records pertaining to bank -
transactions for the years 1940 through 1946 have been ' . W
destroyed, It was pointed out by McGOVERN that the normal y
‘policy with that bank was to destroy records once they : B
had become 7 years old,

McGOVERN, at the request of SA WOOTEN, made a
search for some possible record of the cablegrams received
from the Union Bank of Switzerland regarding the payments
made by VON DER HEYDT to the aforementioned German Espionage
Agents in the United States and Mexico during 1940 and 1941,
but no record whatever could be located.



http:15,000.00

TR SRR e

NY 114-139

INTERVIEW OF DR, ALFRED SALMONY
INSTITUTE OF FINE ARTS

17 EAST 80 STREET

NEW_YORK CITY

On May 14, 1954, Dr.. ALFRED SALMONY was interviewed
at the above address and related that he was a German by
birth and became a naturalized citizen of the United btates
during 1939 in New York City.

SALMONY related that he arrived in this count
during approximately February, 1934, and that from 19§Z
through 1934 he was the Assistant Director of the Museum
.of Far Eastern Art at Cologne. 1In this country he was
affiliated as a lecturer on fine arts with Mills College,
Oskland, California, the Tniversity of Washington in
Seattle, and since 1937 has been a lecturer in fine arts
at New York University.

- Dr. SALMONY advised, concerning his knowledge of
Baron EDUARD VON DER HEYDT, that he first met VON DER HEYDT
during aspproximately 1923 or 1924, in Holland, at which
time the baron extended an invitation to him to visit at
his home in Amsterdam for discussions in connection with
VON DER HEYDT's collection in Far Eastern art. Dr. SALMONY.
stated that thereafter he frequently visited VON DER HEYDT
in both Holland and Ascona, Switzerland,

. A&‘" -

SALMONY related that VON DER HEYDT owned a mountain
near Ascona, known as Monte Verita, on which he had erected
a large hotel with numerous small cottages, which were §
largely for the use of VON DER HEYDT's numerous house guests. : :

SATMONY described the baron as approximately 75
years of age, and that he was a member of a famous and
wealthy banking family in Germany., He stated that following
World War 1,VON DER HEYDT spent most of his time in Holland,
and since 1927 has almost exclusively resided in Switzerland,

SALMONY further related that VON DER HEYDT was a
very unusual iIndividual and extremely eccentric in his

g | S -6 | - -
| I - g5 )
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activities, He recalled that the baron had unorthodox
personal habits, and takes great delight in entertaining
large numbers of people of widely divergent backgrounds. v{b&b

: Prior to World War II, SALMONY recalled, during
his many visits to Monte Verita, he had personally seen
and met many prominent people of known Nazi leanings,.

"as well as Jewish refugees and people of both conservative
‘and socialistie backgrounds,

VON DER HEYDT was reported as being well acquainted Vf&”
with members of the German royal family and officlals who
were formerly high placed in the Nazl Government in Germany.

SALMONY related that,in addition to extensive
purchases of art objects, VON DER HEYDT frequently made
voluntary gifts of money to art scholars, and described
him as "the greatest angel in the world to Far Eastern
art", and went on to explain that the baron has financed
practically all expeditions and research in this field
of science during the last 20 years,

SALMONY advised that he and one CHAUNCEY J. HAMLIN,
formerly the President of the Buffalo Museum of Sciences,
Buffalo,  New York, during 1941, were designated by VON
DER HEYDT to purchsse objects of Far Eastern art at a rate
of not over $6,000,00 per year, SALMONY related they did

- this, and that all of these objects are presently on
exhibition at the Buffalo Museum,

SALMONY stated that during 1941, VON DER HEYDT
wrote to him stating that he had frozen assets in the
United States which he desired to.use for a purchase of
art collections, and requested SALMONY's advice as to a
suitable museum for exhibiting such a collection. In
response, SALMONY recommended the Buffalo Museum of
Sciences Inasmuch as he had been personally acquainted
with CHAUNCEY J. HAMLIN, and as a result of this, the ‘
aforement ioned agreement for the purchase of thsse objects -
was entered into with the baron, :

SALMONY described that during and after World
War IT the OAP allowed this money to be released to HAMLIN
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and himself at the direction of VON DER HEYDT for these
purchases.

SALMONY further stated that during 1946 VON DER

HEYDT agreed to finence a publication called "Artibus
Asia", which 1s prepared in the United States under
SALMONY's direction, but is actually printed in Switzerland,
SALMONY stated the magazine 1s designed to attempt to

"eultivate the American mind to the Furopean channel of
thought" insofar as Fastern art is concerned, and that he
recéived $3,000,00 & year from VON DER HEYDT in order to
defray the expenses incurred in preparing this publication,

. At VON DER HEYDTt's direction the OAP released
funds for this purpose from VON DER HEYDT!s money which
hed previously been frozen in this country. SALMONY
stated these payments were stopped arbitrarily during 1951,
-and that he personally has a claim pending with the OAP
for $2,750.00, covering the debts which were incurred
prior to his being notified regarding the stopping of
these payments,

SALMONY revealed that he had visited VON DER HEVDT
aachyear since &he end of World War II, with the exception
of 1950, for a period of enywhere from ten days to two
~ weeks, He described VON DER HEYDT ds a "tired old man"
who looks very much older than his actual 75 years,

Concerning the allegation that during World War
II VON DER HEYDT acted on behalf of the German Government,
SALMONY stated he had heard this allegation many times
both from VON DER HEYDT in Switzerland and from the OAP
in Washington, but was of the personal opinion that these
allegations were unfounded. SALMONY claimed he discussed
these allegations with VON DER HEYDT, and that he, VON
DER HEYDT, has always denied them vehemently, and claimed
" he merely acted as a Swlss banker, ardering payments of
monies to unknown persons at the direction of others, not
knowing or caring in any manner or way why such monies
were being forwarded,
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Concerning VON DER HEYDT!s political affiliations,
SALMONY related it was his belief that during 1937, while -
VON DER HEYDT was reaiding in Germany, he was arrested
and had been committed to jail for a period of several days.
SALMONY pointed out it was only after the personal. inter-
cession of the former Emperor of Germany, WILHELM II, that
he was released, at which time he proceeded to Switzerland
where he applied for and gained Swiss citizenship.

Shortly after his return to Swltzerland, following
his arrest, Dr. SALMONY stated that some friends of his
had received postcards from VON DER HEYDT containing merely
the words "enfin Suisse", from which they gathered that he
had finally become a Swiss citizen out of dislike for the
Hitler regime,

SALMONY stated that at the outbreak of World War
ITI the baron had art collections on exhiblition in museums
in many cities of Europe, but following this outbreak
most of his assets were frozen in Denmark and Zurich, much
the same as they were in this ecountry.

SALMONY related that during recent years VON DER
HEYDT has sued for return of hls assets both in Demmark
and in Switzerland, and has won hlis case in both of these
instances, SALMONY described that VON DER HEYDT had been ~
completely exonerated of all allegations during these
trials in both countries, and the Swiss Government gave
a banquet in his honor following the successful. conclusion
of the trlal in that country,

Since that. time the baron has consclidated all
his Buropean art holdings and sent them to Zurich where
they are presently on display at a foundation that has
been named in his honor,

SALMONY related he frequently corresponds with
VON DER HEYDT, but was unable to completely Fouch for his
political views because of his many eccentricities, and
was of the personal opinion VON DER HEYDT would not have
knowingly helped the Nazl Govermment, in view of his

i | | - ((3naree)
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treatment at thelir hands during 1937. SALMONY explained
the baron's acquaintanceship with these individuals, who
were formerly highly placed in the Nazil Government, as an
acquaintanceship which went back long before the existence
of that form of government in Germany. . ' :

Dr. SALMONY stated that at the present time CHAUNCEY
J. HAMLIN is working for VON DER HEYDT in this country, and
1s attempting to make an arrangement with the Government of
the United States whereby VON DER HEYDT's money and art
‘treasures would be released for the purpose of using the
majority of them for a foundation which is to be erected
in VON DER HEYDT's name. -

ATTEMPTED INTERVIEW OF CORNELIUS LIEVENSE -
UNION BANKING CORPORATION

39 BROADWAY

NEW YORK CITY

Tt is pointed out that a review of the 1953 New
York Telephone Directory (Manhattan) failed to disclose a
listing for CORNELIUS LIBVENSE or the Unlon Banking
Corporation at 39 Broadway, New York City. The dirsctory
did reflect, however, a ¢, Llevens®s, ltd., 11 Broadway,
who was in the business of importing and exporting.
5 *

On May 12, 1954, Miss MYRA BENNETT, Treasurer,
Co Lievense, 1ltd., was Interviewed, and advised that the
founder of that corporation was CORNELIUS LIEVENSE, who
) was formerly associated with the Union Banking Corporation
B _ of 39 Broadway, New York City. Miss BENNETT reported that .
' CORNELIUS LIEVENSE died in New York City during October, 19&9. ,
INTERVIEW OF RUDOLPH J. HEINEMANN
RITZ TOWER . , e
165 PARK AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY

RUDOLPH J., HEINEMANN, address stated above, was
interviewed at his residence on May 18, 1954, and advised
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* that he had first become acquainted with Baron VON DER
HEYDT through Baron THYSSEN-BORNEMISZA, who was a friend
of the family, and has been an art client of his for over
30 years, He described Baron THYSSEN-BORNEMISZA as one
of three sons of the late AUGUST THYSSEN, his brothers
being FRITZ, a German industrialist who financed HIQ%ER, ‘
and AUGUST, a ne'er-do-well. ‘

Doctor HEINEMANN advised that following his being
introduced to EDUARD VON DER HEYDT,he had, prior to World
War II, visited at his home in Ascona frequently, and ‘
described VON DER HEYDT as an extremely wealthy and
eccentric individual who was. suspected of- being a homo-
sexual.

. HEINEMANN related that he believed that VON DER

- HEYDT was completely unpredictable, and is the type of
individual who would have no actual political convictions,
but would merely be an opportunist, going the way that .
would suit his purpose best.

Mr, HEINEMANN related that during 1939 in
Switzerland, at which time he was visiting the VON DER
HEYDT home, he was advised by friends that VON DER HEYDT
had made pro-German remarks in the neighborhood, and was
greatly disliked for it. HEINEMANN revealed that he knew
very liftle concerning the business activities of VON
DER HEYDT, although he believed he was a former member
of the Board of Virectors of the AUGTTST THYSSEN Bank in
Berlin. :

HEINEMANN further stated that he had heard during
1940 that VON DER HEYDT, when speaking of Germany and its
government, referred to HITLER as "our Fuehrs#] and at
this time it was also rumored that he was pro-Nazi, HEIW MANN
could recall no statements ever made by VON .DER HEYDT to
him which were pro-Nazl in character or which .would dndicate
that VON DER HEYDT would, knowingly and willingly, act in
‘behalf of the Nazi Government,

A Dr. HEINEMANN‘concluded that all his contact with
. the Baron VON DER HEYDT was prior to World War II, and that
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he has had absolutely no contact whatsoever with him
since approximately 1941, o

INTERVIEW OF MRS. CHARLOTTE PERLMANN
240 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH
NEW YORK CITY

On May 20, 1954, Mrs. CHARLOTTE PERLMANN at the
above address was interviewed and advised she was born on
Mareh 18, 1897, in Bucharest, Rumanla, the daughter of -
MATILDA and OTTO KELLER, Mrs., PERLMANN related she went
to school in Bucharest, and married MOSES U, PERLMANN on
March 2, 1913, and that following their marriage they

,resided at the Mantuleasa 12 in Bucharest.

‘During approximately October, 19&0, Mrs. PERLMANN
recalled her husband, following the occupation of Rumania
by the Nazlg was arrested and committed to the Bucharest
Prison, where he remained for over 7 weeks., She stated
that prior to her husband's arrest, her oldest son,ARNOLD,
had immigrated to the United States, and a second son,
HARRY, was living at home with her at this time.

Mrs. PERLMANN described that her husband, who was
formerly in the textile manufacturing business in Rumania,
convinced the Rumanian-Nazi-dominated officials that he .

, could be of invaluable assistance to them in the purchasing
of textiles for the Rumanian Army. Subsequent to this,
Mr, PERLMANV was released from jail, given the necessary
travel permits, and on:July 15, 1941, left Rumania for
the Unhited States via Berlin, Zurich, and Lisbon. Mrs, )
PERLMANN explained that her youngest son, HARRY, immediately
following her husband's release from jJall, was allowed to
Immigrate to Palestine, and later from.Palestine immigratad
to the United States via Cuba.

¢ s RS e A

Mrs., PERLMANN explained that the only reason for
‘her husband'being allowed to leave Rumania was for the purpose
of making a purchase of textiles for the Rumanian Army, and
that when she attempted to 1eave with her husband she was
detained as a hostage, .

-12-
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During the woeks that followed, Mrs., PERLMANY
related, she attempted by various and devious methods to
leave. Rumania, but all. attempts failed.r~ -

b ‘She recalled that during late 1941 she rag
approached by a personal friend, rnamed STMON MOSKGWITZ :
who said he knew of a way to get her out of the country, but
a great deal of money would be needed to accomplish this
end, She reported that she did not have enough money to
accomplish this purpose, but that LEGRAIN told her he would
financa her escape from Bumania.

: Mrs. PFRLMANN recalled that a few days later LEGRAIN
sgain came to her home and stated he wanted her to meet an

individual named HANS WEBER, a Gestapo'Agent who had an °
office in a buflding on the. Bradianu Boulevard in Bucharest,
She reported she talked with WEBER ‘about leaving the country,
and that WEBER informed her that it could be arranged for .
the price equivalent to $15,000.00 American- dollars. WEBER
told LEGRAIN that Mrs. PERLMANN should have $200.00 for

- expenses incurred by them in traveling, and on April 2i,
1942, Mrs.. PERLMANN, at WEBER's direction, went to a travel
office in Bucharest and bought two first-class train tickets
to the’ border of Yugoslavia.

. Mrs., PERLMANN recalled that WEBER took her passport
from her when they entered the train, gave her a visa for
entry into Italy, and stated that she and WEBER, at his - -
direction, stayed in different care on the train.

*Mrs, PERLMANN gave details of her trip from Bucharest
to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, and then, after encountering almost
insurmountable obstacles, finally arrived in Venice, Ttaly, -
where they- finally proceeded from Venice to Home. :

3 Mrs, PERLMANN recalled that at all times WEBER was
dressed in civilian clothes, and it appeared that in all
manner he wanted to conceal hlS true identity.v '

Following their arrival in Rome, Ers. PERLMANN ‘
recalled that WEBER and she went to 'a cable: office where
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she watched him write a cable to Switzerland, which she
attempted to read while peering over hils shoulder in the
cable office, Mrs, PERLMANN claimed that the c¢able appeared
to be in some type of code, but was absolutely sure the

cable was addressed to an individual in Ascona, Switzerland,
Mrs, PERLMANN recalled that WEBER had stated to her that

she would not. be allowed to proceed any further until

proper permission was received from "a baron in Switzerland",
who was very important,

Mrs. PERLMANN recelled that the following day WEBER
received a cablegram from a country which was unknown to
her, which she presumed was from Switzerland, and that she
was then released from his custody.

Mrs. PERLMANN stated that she at no time paid any
money directly to WEBER, with the exception of the necessary
expenses Incurred during the trip, and that she, in Rumania,
managed to raise a sum equivalent to almost $2,000,00 American
dollars, which she gave to LEGRAIN, and that LEGRAIN added
$13,000,00 of his own money to make the necessary $15,000, 00
to effect the &scape. She stated that LEGRAIN was the
actual individual who had paid this money to WEBER,

Mrs. PERLMANN recalled she remained in Rome several
days, during which time she was attempting to leave by
air, which she finally succeeded in doing, and proceeded
to Lisbon, Portugal, where she booked passage on the SS
SERPA PINTO, and proceeded to the United States where she
joined her husband and two sons during July, 1942,

INTERVIEW OF MOSES U, PERLMANN
240 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH
NEW YORK CITY

MOSES U, PERLMANN was interviewed on May 20, 195k,

'at the above address, and advised that he was born in

Poland and remained a Polish citizen during his entire
residence iIn Rumania, .

- | | Sa/c
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He furnished substantially the same information
concerning his arrest in Rumania by the "Iron @uard", and
his subsequent escape to the United States. .

Mr. PERLMANN stated that he was naturalized during
1947, in New York City, and that his wife was also naturalized
during 1948 in New York City. PERLMANN related that he had
been a manufacturer of wool and cotton goods in Bucharest, :
had owned a department store in that city, and had other §
varied interests which he approximated the value of in
excess of $1,000,000.00,

Mr. PERLMANN stated that during approximately 1946,
he went to Holland while he was engaged in a war surplus-
business, While in Holland he was visiting a friend by the -
name of HANS and claimed at this time, while discussing E
this payment of gls,ooo 00 to the Gestapo in order to effect ' ;
‘his wifets escape from Rumania, TIEGE told him that other
persons, including his o0ld friend LEGRAIN had also used this
means of escape through the Gestapo Agent named WEBER, TIEGE
was alleged by PERLMANN to have told him that these payments
were not actually made to WEBER, but, in fact, were made
to a Baron VON DER HEYDT in Switzerland. -

PERLMANN stated he could furnish no source as to
TIEGE'S knowledge of VON DER HEYDT, other than that VON
DER HEYDT was a well known individual iIn Holland, and that
rumors in that country following World War IT were to th8t
effect, which convinced TIEGE that VON DER HEYDT was the
payoff man for the various escapes,

PERLMANN related thatTIEGE furnished a current
address for LEGRAIN in Paris, France, and that he 1mmediately
proceeded to Paris in order to locate LEGRAIN, PERLMANN
stated that when he had located LEGRAIN he paid him
$13,000.00 which had previously been furnished by LEGRAIN
for Mrs. PERLMANN's escape, and that at that time LEGRAIN
told him that In order to effect an escape for his own wife
18%@W0 sons, and their wives, in addition to furnishing

gsary expenses for the trip for WEBER and his family,

s /?/éé |
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he had furnished to WEBER the sum of $60,000,00, and

that LEGRAIN made this payment through the Union Bank of
Switzerland in which bank LEGRAIN had a considerable deposit
of money, LEGRAIN stated to PERLMANN that inquiry by him
at the Unlon Bank of Switzerland revealed that the person

to whom this $60,000.00 was actually paid by that bank

from his deposit was the Baron VON. DER HEYDT.

PERLMANN stated that LEGRAIN was presently residing
at 9 Rue Richepanse, Paris, France.

PERLMANN stated it was at this time that he and
LEGRAIN declded that they would attempt to recover their
monies that had been allegedly paid to VON DER HEYDT, and
proceeded to Ascona, Switzerland, where they attempted
to gain admittance to his home, but were unable to do so,

/ PERLMANN stated that both he and LEGRATN have a

[ current civil suit pending in the Civil Courts at Ascona
{ in an attempt to recover their $15,0¢0,AQ,and $60,000,00
respectively, and have engaged anJOSEFH RAPPAPORT of 26

Livenstrasse, Zurich, in order to effect this recovery.

PERLMANN furnished further information to the
effect that during approximately 1950 LEGRAIN was visiting
in Montevideo, South America, and by complete accident
had noticed the former German Gestapo Agent HANS WEBER
walking on a street in Montevideo.,  Although LEGRAIN
attempted to contact him personelly during this visit, .
he was unable to do so, but PERLMANN alleged that LEGRAIN
has corresponded with WEBER, and that he was certain that
LEGRAIN could supply a current address for WEBER,

PERLMANN concluded that at no time had he had any
contact with HANS WEBER or Baron EDUARD VON DER HEYDT, and
could furnish no information concerning his activities dther
than set out above,

PERLMANN related he has had nc contact whatever with
HANS TIEGE, the individual who first told him of VON DER HEYDT,
and therefore could supply no information as to where he may
“be presently located. PERLMANN was unable to furnish TIEGE's

19,16 address,
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IDENTIFICATION OF REQUESTED
‘EXHIBITS USED IN TRIAL OF
ERICH WEDEMEYER, ESPIONAGE*G,
NEWARK, NEW. JERSEY

Investigation revealed that Government ?xhibit
G-85 was an original of an RCA cablegram in code from the
Union Bank of Switzerland to the Irving Trust Company
'\inn New York, dated September 9, 1940, and a carbon of
the translated file copy of the original cable. A photo-
stat of this exhibit is being enclosed, ‘

: Investigation revealed that Government Exhibit G-86
was a letter from the Union Bank of Switzerland to the Irving
Trust Company of New York, dated September 9, 19,0, ; g

" confirming payments to individusls in the United States and ’ )
Mexico, one of which was ERICH WEDEMEYER, A photostat of
this exhibit 1s being enclosed.' ‘

v/ Investigation revealed that Government Exhibit

G-92 was an original of a letter from the Chemical Bank

" and Trust Company, New York, to the Irving Trust Company, . .
New York, dated September 27, 1940, relating that the
Chemical Bank was attempting to establish through the
Irving Trust Company the identity of the individual
who had ordered payment for $500,00 by the Union Bank of
Switzerland to the First National Bank and Trust Company,
New York. A photostat of this letter is being enclosed,

Investigation revealed that Government Fxhibit
G-93 was a carbon copy of a letter from the Irving Trust
Company to the Chemical Bank and Trust Company, New York,
 dated September 28, 1940, setting forth information to the
. effect that the cable from the Union Bank of Switzerland
' " did not indicate the name of the remitter., The Irving
Trust Company stated, however, they would attempt to get
this information by writing abroad. A photostat of this
exhibit is being enclosed., '

/ ' Investigation revealed that Government Exhibit
\j/&~96 was & carbon copy of an RCA cablegram from the Irving

13 .
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Trust Company of Mew York to the Union Bank of Switzerland, dated Novenber
3, 1943, requesting the Union Rank furnish the name of the remitter of the

aforementioned $500.00 payment. A photostat of this exhibit is being enclosedo

Investlgatlon revealed that Government Exhiblt u~97 was the

Investlwatlon revealed that Government Exhibit G-101 was a
létter from the First National Bank, Floral Park .to the Chemlcal Bank and
Trust Company of Néw York, dated September 26, 1940, which reQuested their
correspondent bank in New*York City attempt - to identify the 1nd1v1dual ‘who
had ordered the payment of $500.00. through the Unlon Bank of Switgerland to
FRIC WEDEMEYER in Floral Park, New York.

Investigation revealed that Government BExhibit G-102 was a
letter dated October 2, 1940 from the Chemical Bank and Trust Company, New
York to the First Natlonal Bank, Floral Park, confirming that bank's receipt
of the request to attempt to identify the individual who had ordered the
remlttance, and the Chémical Bank advised that they would endeavor to secure
the riame of that remitter.

It is pointed out appropriate inquiry was made at the
Franklin Square National Bank (formerly known as the First National Bank
of ‘Floral Park), the original source of -Government Exhibits G~101, and G-102,

but investigation revealed no record of those exhiblts could be located inasmuch

as all records of that bank for the pertinent years had been previously
déstroyed.

Inquiry at the Chemical Bank and Trust Company in New York,
attempting to locate copies of Government Exhibits G-101 and G=102, revealed
that bank had also destroyed all of its records for the pertinent years.

ENCLOSURES TO BURFAU (12)

Two photostats each of Government Exhibits G-85, G-86, G=92,
G~93, G=96, and G-97, as described above,
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fice of the Solicitor General W

Washington, 1. €. /& Egy

October 15, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVER

indets

The question of blockading German deposits in this count#y
is now under consideration; and, as a result of a recent'cqn-l
ference between the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the
Treasury’and myself, it was determined to obtain more informa~

tion, if any is available, with respect to the evidence that

these funds are being used for propaganda in this ecountry and

if South America. Have you any such information a&ailable; and
if you have I should appreciate your making it available to me

in brief summary form at your earliest convenlence.

| AW;//@;M.

FRANCIS BIDDLE, foo
SOLICITOR GENERAL. o
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SYN?PS'S Mg‘!;iw reference to paintings in subjects possession whi chs
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may possibly be looted art brought from Furope to,"the
' Western Hemisphere, Paintings in question in possession
of U, S Custome Service, NYC, With reference to
these paintings, subject FRANK, advises Coufidential
-~ Informant that he purchased six or elzht paintings by
modern French artists between the Years 1923 and 1928
while residing in Germany, and then shipped them to
Spain and then to New Orleans where they were trans-
ported under bond to New York Citys LUDWI€/ROSENTHAL,
Wt’her inlaw of FRANK, confirms his storye. MORRIS.. ..
‘ ;ﬁﬂmv art dealsr who sold paintings to FRANK in
7 Germany loo ted in NYCo Agents, accompanied by GUIMANN,
viewed Pailitings in question st U.3, Customs Warehouse,
where GUIMANN .identified an original Pascin nude as a
painting he sold to subject, FRANK in Germany in 1928,
énd this painting valued at $1000 by GUTMANN, He :
advised other peintings in group are reproductions of
. bdintings by nedstnaFrovcheartists such as Picasso,
‘Renoir, Cezanneyand Matisse, and are valuelsss. No
indication of Nazi ownership of the Pascin origing:
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ROSENTHAL further advised that FRAHK 8 brother, ane. AR?EUR
FREﬁK, ispresently in New York City, residing on Riverside Drive. FHe
further advised that JOSEPH FRIEDENBERG of 210 Central Park West,
New York Gity, knew FRANK very well, having served in the French
Army with him.~ .

, Mr, JOSEPH REITMAN, customs broker, Room 800 322 Broadway,
New York Glty, advised that on. February 25,1945 this property was

transferred tothe baggage rocm of the Uh?ted States Appraisers Stores, L

201 Varick Street, New York City, , where they are being held in bond
awaiting the arrival of FRANK in the United States,. They’arrlved under
immediate transportatioh entry bond #4134 from New Orlesns. He received
ducuments with which to meke the emtry of the goods but it was never

 done because of the fact that the oon51gnee we.s outslde of the United
Stateas . S

THOMAS Je BOGUE,acting asslatant‘cdllector,ﬁuregu of Customs
New York, checked his records and advised that this' property wes in.
“the possession of the appraiser of merchandige, 201 VarickStreet,
under the name of LUDWIG ROSENTEAL,unaer gneral order ﬁﬁZlEa

Through his cooperatlon, the personal effects of J&COBO FRANK -

were opened by customs inspector PHILIP PERNICE, with the writer, and
Special Agent Re L,Smlth,acting as observers, The results of the exam-
" inetion of thepaintings in queation will be set forth subsequently in
this reporte

- Hew York City, tormerly a pnrtner with M. Goldschmidt Compsny in Berw
. iin, wes located, end interviewed. Hé advised that in1928 while

. with the M. Goldachmldt & Company, in Berlin, a gallery of modern
‘art, he did sell two paidtings to JACOBO FRANK, one wes & Pasoin nude
and the other wes a Chagnall flower .piece. ’

mr, GUTMANN stated that they were worth approx1mately $1000
gsche He stated that FRANK's collection was a very mivor one, and had
‘never been catalopgwed, Mr, G3TWANYN himself is an art desler and has
run & gellery of moderm French art in New York Citys

¥Mr. MORRIS GUTMAEN, acGOmpanied‘by ths wrltér and Speeial
Agent R, Lo Smith, viewed the paintings in thepersonal effects of B
FRANK at the United States Appreisers btores, 201 Variek Streete He
described these p&intlngs as, follousz

"l An original oil painting by Pascin nude, identified by
GUTMANN as the peinting scld by him to FRANK in Berlin in. 1928, He was
able to positively identify it by the number"iloss", which wes the

Ll

'Mre MORRIS GUTMAN, Langdo'n Hetei', FifthAvenue and 656th Street,

3
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M. Goldschm,dt Company number for thls palnting which was stlll pasted
to the back of the frames He wel ved thls palntlng at epproximately
§1000, This painting was of teonude women reclining on & couch, with
one admiring herself in the mirrors

2= Lan&ecape print by Bomnard, which- Mr. GBTMAHN stated was
of no velue. “
3= Early Picaso water color repordustion, amde in 1905, which
GUTMANY etated was worthlessa This veinting wes of en adult man and
& young boy in mcdaeval costumen‘ ,

& A reproductien in water color- of a Renoir nude which Mr
GUTMANN stated was worthless. This psinting was e full length reer
.v1ew plcture of a nude woman.

5= Reproduoticn of Cezanne's "Mbunt Ste Victolre“, s French
mountainscene. He stated that thig was & reproduction of a well known
paiﬂting by Cezenns, and GﬁTMﬁﬂN gtated that it was valueless.

. = Reproduction of Derain's ”Giri“ which Mr. GUTMANN stated
was velueless. This peinting is e nude woman sitting on & couch, over-
looking a' terrace,

e Reproduction of Matisse's "Nude Girl", which Nr. GUTMANN
‘stated was worthlesss This picture 15 merely a palnting of a full 1sngth
figure of a nude girl,

8= Repreductzon of Cezanne 8 sel?upertrait.

- 9= Reproduction of Mbrris De Vlam1n1ck's iaudgcape which
- Mr, GUTM&RN stated was weluelesse

B& Pastel palntzng by Deraln, of a nude woman which Mre
GUTMANN valued at $150, e stated that this was an orxginal, and not
& reproduction. : : -

A careful examination was made of all of theae pictures, partlcu-
iarly the Pascin originel, for any indication of Nazi ownership, but
with negative results. It is to be noted that these paintings were con=
tained in large wooden packing ¢-ses8 which had never been opsned befores.
All of the boxes and éases were cerefully exaﬁiued but there was no
indication that they had been hendled in Germeny in recent years.

In view of the faoct thet nine of the 1nd1v£duals interviewsd

hed sesn either of the subjects within the. lapst ten years, no descriptions
were available. »

3


http:worthles.So

Y 54=1T4

' o ¢ 2 rff?
In view of the fact that thisinvestiga®ion reflects that the
only valuable painting in the collection was obtained by the subjeot,

- JACOBO FRANK in the course of a legitimate transactlen, no further

investigation is heing conducteds
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