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Hl!:Sl'l'l'U'l'ION j\...1~D HEPLAGf::HEN'fg PRocn:buRE 

'r~x~; The Allied govern~entB should set up an Inter~ 
Allied Office of Restitution (hereafter referred to aD 
the Office) the majdr functions of which will be to 
recover and distribute identifiable looted propertleR 
taken to Germany, and to obtain and return goods in 
the oategorlsR subject to replaoement. The Offlce 
should be placed under the ReparatIon Commisslon p or 
if ouch a commission 1s not 1n exiatence at the time. 
unde~ the Armistice CommlSSion or Control Gomwls&lon p 

until s. Reparation Com;;llfHlion 113 set UlL 

The O:fflce should, estBbllsh in Germany a central 
office an.d such ac1dl't1.onsl offices as 1 t may deem desiI'able~ 
It should conduct its operatl(mc~ chleflythrough Executive 
Commissions, each ofwhlch should be charged with the re­
8TY.msl1?11l ty of l'ecoverlng a SD(~clflc clas8 or clasBee of 
goods (eo go a OO(H[;J1.sBion for the H-l..;H~OVEH'Y of Gold and 
Be-curl ties. a COlamission f'ortlleHecovery of Rolling StoCK!, 
~!t ceteraL 'I'hese cOlD.IDissions should be composed of ~jt­
perts representing all the countries interested ln the 
particular cla.sf! QI.' ChlBf.!eS of goods involved,; 

-

Germany should be placed r 1n the Armistice terms)) 
under v~ry broad obligatlons to safeguard and maintalnall 
100 ted prope rty and to take any i:lea Aure sconcernlng the 
d.lsposi tlL)n of such property 613 the Allied authori ties way 
requireo~=1 On the basls, of these obllgat..lons there should 
be issued. at once if posslble p (a) a general protocol of 
rest1,tiltlon and replacement~ <b) aupplements.ry protocols 
for speclflc classes of f,ooda., 'I'he protocols shQuld set 
forth 1n detail the acts re Cp..l ired ,Qf Germa.ny to faelli tate' 

the 

jJSee Hepa;~tl0rl DO~-:~~ 118." SUL:r::ender Terw8 Q.!l 
ReDara ticn and !::r.ODf::l'J;X,v 

http:Germa.ny
http:aupplements.ry
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th€ work of the Office and its E:r~6cutlve Commissions" It 
1s suggested tf:1at G'~J}.er.E~l ProtgS:9J· ~ At 2,£ H!tstl tut~&!!D noti­
fied to Germany on September 1, 1920, and the protocols ot 
?~bruary 2 anc'l Hs,rch 2~S't 11919~ relating to the restitut10n 
cr;t lndustrlal mal~erl~"-.lp';!;.' may be useful to the Allied 
a'U~horltles in dre,wing up the approprlaii :l.nstrument8.~ , ' '. 

The Office and its Executive ConmlBalone~ 1n addltion 
to recovering looted proTH3rty). might' alBo be used as agents 
of the military or other rruthorltiea ,to recelve supT)lles 
of good,s requial tioned frofll Germ8,ny c 

-

In view of the desirability br setting in motion the _ 
procesBlSa of l"'e,;.;t1 tution and rf;':pl,).cemant as aoon as possible ~, 
aftar tbo ending of hostillties» eve!~y effort should be 
made to ::Jet up t,he ap~n'opr~atlt; rn,,).chll1~1ry 1n advance" . 

Under the organlzat:l<.m IJuggeGted ln the text. the 

Inte!'~All1ed Or1:1ceof Hestltutlon 'Hould be an organ of 


. the Reparatlon COillmi8s1on.;, '1'1112 ls con.aldered prover in 
vie'.'.f of 1;,(.\8 close relat;1,onshlp of restitution nndre= 
placement to the larger Drcble[Ql~ of T$pal'atlon ancl recon= \ 
e true tlon 0 • 

The Offlc~ would eupervlsG and co-ordinllte the overall 

te.sk of reBtl tu1;lOIL As the rer;overy of dlfI"eren t kind" 

of goode Would involve 1n each oaRe, spACial problems ot 

ldentlflQation~ l()cHttol)." lnepei:!t1.on~ et cetera... the aotual 

,,jork, of seal'cbing out and effec'1;,in.g the; return of looted 

goode (orthelr reDlacellHm ts) should. be entrusted to, groups 

of experts. deslgnat.ed 1n t.he text .as Executive COIDmlasions
 r• 
If :the r€lQommenda tloflS of th,e Repal"'at ion Comml ttee era adop~ 
ted 1n the flnal Rsoaratlon settlement and a serious effort 
1s made .to lQcateo~lS a few categories of looted gooda, 
tih~nthe number of Executlv·e Commissions whlch l..t will be 
n€lCS6F.lary 'Co create t/JJ.ll be carreaponp..\.rlgly emall.; lnthe 
led;)t J'eparatlon' f10ttlemant n the bodies analogous to the 
Executive CommlB8~ons suggeeted herein were both inter-
all led and natloniil." iJ1o. avold duplicntlon an.d possible con~ 
fllgt~ It wes Buggested th~t they be exoluslvely 1nt~r-Ailledd 

Considerable 
. 7 =1m ~~ t;;:; ...........,..~~~...,..., ~,=:=-~-~~~-----=--,---

.1· See pp., 68 and 199 of Report V of tb~; Reparation Com­
mlss10n n 192:5(, 

http:deslgnat.ed
http:lnepei:!t1.on
http:mal~erl~"-.lp


!:OEC!..ASSIFlffi 
, 0 ~:>J_itlNJJ. '11.1;61 
,l'f~f_4I:~~. !J<:E:3-R , 

•• '"'' . "·-",,0.. - -. -..... r. 

J 
" 

,) 
G 1 

Considerable difficulty wae enoount~red in carrying 
through certain phases of the resti tut10n ~)rogralli. after 
tha.1ast vlt'),r beoause the draftlng of the relevant protocols' 
ll::ft the German Government Inrge loopholes' for evaslono 
'PhJ.s experience emphasizes the need for rae taculoUB care 1n 
defining the obl1g~tlons laid on the Germans9 The general 
flestltutlon Protocol ment.loned 1:n the text as a possible 
gulcle was Gugg'e sted oecau se. it was bl? Bed on two years of 
experience; the supplerJentery }1T'otocol on industrial 
materials ~"as mentioned beoausl'3 in 'Practice it was found 
to be very satlsfactoryo 
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