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~ Heparatlon Memorandum 26
i Subconnittee. 6
- CAprll 27, 1944

RESTITUTION AND AFPLAC,AEWTCv PROCEDURE

Text: The Alllied governmente sheuld set up an Inter-
Allled Office of Restitutlon (hereafter referred to asp
the Office) the major functlons of which will be to
rggover and dlstribuie identifiable looted properties
taken te Germeny, end to obitaln and return goods 1n
the categories gublect to replacement, The Offlce
should be nlaced under the Reparation Coummlission, or
1f such & commission 1s not 1n exlgtence at the tlme,
under the Armlstlce Commlgslon or Gontrol (‘mm‘x,‘bs;f‘:i!.cnyﬂ
until a Heparation Comulzslon 1s set up.

The OTfice gk oul establigh in Germany a central
offlce and such additiongl offices as 11U may deem deslirable.
It should conduct ‘1ts operaztlona chlefly through Executive
Commigsions, each ol wikilch should be charga” with the re-
spunsdbllity of recovering s sveciflic class or clesaes of

goods {e,y, a Commlsglon for the Hegovery of Gold end

Sgeurlties, a fomwlsgalon for the Recovery of Rollling Stock;
¢t ceteral., These pommlsslons ghould be compoged of gx=
rerts representing all the countries laterested 1n the
particular clasg or ¢lasees of goods involved

Germany should be placed, in the Armisilee teras,
under very broad obllgﬂtlons to safeguard and nalntaln all
ldoted properiy and to teke any megsures concerning the
dlgposlt on of guch property as the Allled authoritles way
regulre.= QOn the basls of these obllgatlons there should
be lssued, at once if possible, {(a) a general protocol of
restitutlion and replacement, {b) supplementary protocols
for gpegcific classes of goods. The protocols should set
forth in de2%all the acts reguired of Germany te facllitate

.the

¢

é/56é~ﬁeparatlon Docurent lla, Surrender Terug on

Reparation and Pronerty.
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the work of the Orffice and lts Executlive Commisslions, It

is suggesbed that Genersl Protecol (A) of Hestltution, noti-

fied Lo Germany on Septeuber 1, 19 ., and the protocols of

? brua Ty 2 and Hsrch zL,IIQ’OQ 1au1ng Lo the restltullion
 Andustrial material,’ may be useful to the Allied

auiharitl g in drawing up the appr opripte ﬁnhtrumentg

The Orffice snd 1is Executlive uammluulons” in aqditlan
Lo recoverling looted property, might zlso be uged as agents
of the military or other authorities Lo receive supplies
of goods regulgltioned frou Gernany.

Couent.

In view of the desirabillty of setting in motion the

processes of restitution and replacement as soon as nassible,\

after the ending of hostilitiep, every effort should be
made to zet wp the apuropriats mauh&rpry ln advance,

Under the o‘ianlzattcn guggested in the text, the
Inter-Alllied Offige of Restitution would be an organ of
. the haQarauion Gomnmlsglon, This ls consldered proper 1in
view of the close relgtionsaﬁp of restitution and re-
placement to the larger preblems of raparatlon and regon=>
giructlon,

The Gffice would supsrvlse and co-ordlnate the overall

tesk of restituticn. As the recovery of different kinds
of geods would Ainvelve in each ¢ase speclal problens of
ldentification, locatlon; inspeellion, et cetera, the actusgl
work of gearching out and effecting the return of looted
goods {or thelir replacenents) should be entrusted to grouns

of experis, deslgnated in the text ss Executlive Commiaslons,
If the recommandghl oan of the Reparatlon Commlittee ars adop-
ted in the final Reparztion settlement and a serlous effort
18 made to locaie odlé g Tew gategorles of leoted goods,
Ghen ‘the nunber of Executive Lommlsslons which 1t will be

sgassary Lo create will be wqrrﬁﬁpOH@aQPBJ small, In the
}caa 1eparatlom'q&utlemant the bodies analogous to the v
‘Ezxecutive Coumnleslons suggested heéreln were both inter=
allied and natjon . To.aveld dupilcatlon and posslble con-
fiiet, 1% wes smg(@ct&é thet they be exgluslively inter-Allied,

Conglderagble

,} See pp. 68 and 129 of Report ¥V of the Reparation Con~
misslon, 1923,
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Considerable difficuliy wae encountered in carrying
through cerfiein phases of the restitutlon prograu after
the last war boeause the drafting of the relevant protocols
1eft the German Government large loopholes for evaslon.
Thls experlence emphaslzes the need for metdculous care in
qefiﬁing the obligatlons laid on the Germans, The general
Restitution Protocol mentioned in the text as s posslble
gulde was suggested becalse 1t was besed on Lwo years of
gxperlence; the suprnlenentary nrotocol on lndustrial
materials was mentloned because 1n vractice it was found
to be very aatisfactory, ' :
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