
( 


Reproduced from the hoidingsdf 

the Gallery Archives, 


National GaiJery ofArt.. 

\ 

30 June 

.' . ." ..: . '. ........ . '. \'.' 

. 'I., :

Re;?ort O~~ the Gor;aanK!Jl1Stschlltz (l'tOl'A&A Branol?.) . , in lto.lyBetween 1943 b.rid 1945. "'. 

VP, CA Section, H~ Allied Commi.ssion •. 

'. KlJNSTSCI-rJTZ mar: I Nover.lber 1943 - June'1944­

Staff' 
. .; 

'Ac tiv i tie s· 

4 
.'. 

Art;Pu::::'chases 	 5 

.Km-rSTSCHUTZPI-IASJ~ II. June - September 1944 	 '5 

Staff 

Area of .R.espol1.sibUity 
" . ,. . . . 

..... .. ' ......;J;, , Activities 

Tl'8.nsfer. of Flol'ontil1a Dc")ositst . 

Priv.:;.tc Collectio~13 - Fina.lly,· Cont:i.l1,;i~· Bourbon-Purnn • 	 11 
: '. 

Gel'manic Ar.t 	 12 

13 

Recapit~tion 	 13 
,j>, ' 

KUNS~HUTZ PHASE IiI :. ~ptember 1944 - May 1945 13 

Staff 1? 
Activitias 14-

, > 

Further DetaUs a.bout the Deposi ts in Alto Adise 14 
. .'. . 

General Jni'ol'matiOl'l 	 FlOrGl109' Bridr;o:;1 17' 
Vurorla ~ri9.ges 17 
l.1issi.ngP:lctu..res. . 	 '17 . 
KWistsc:\'lu:tz'A+7ohives ' 	 . . 18·' 
AI'l:.,y: M~um . . 	 18 

CONCLU$IONS' .. 

http:Priv.:;.tc


l,,_ ~- ..-;'i ,,"\j;';lilVI;t~. 
National Gallery of Art. 

RepfClQUC9d fro. ' 
the Gal/eryffiAthe ~Oldlngs ",G

rch,ve W 
afleryOfA~ 

, 

, G 

t:ime 0fthe 'cal'ap:'li:..;n' iIi 
'. first set up !..Lll MFN::A organisl:l tion 
us No. tiol1J.:\l Fine .tu:'ts ACl.ministr:ll;ions 'of the occu';?iud terri torie 

ass is t thorn in the preservation and '(Jrotection of YIO!k~ Qfart 
. ,'.. . t[; a;;ai:'lst war darr..;tC;c~ The sCCtiOj1 was conceived. entirely as 
fWlchon of };iU. Gov. and Vias therefore ,only set up iIi ,countries ,undOr, 
G,'mnaa Mil. COV. - F:.'rulce, Del[iiLull, Serbi'2l., Grocco. Holland bfJinG LUldei< 
tt oiv il a d'ilL1i.s-cra tion rod nOK\lllstS(:hut~. '.rh0 co-ordin:J. tion of the ..,v'ho16> 
wao a;~,')u:rcd b~T il, Dir(;ctol'·Gollor'al who belonaec1 to Olill. (This Y/as at fir~ 
Grof ::iOLrF-},lliTT.J::.:uiICHand after 1943 his deputy, Dr. von 'J.'IESCHmfITZ). 

In It"ly no r~..l.l1S tschutzwas sot up until November 19l..3. Bcfol'O tl1B. t' 
time th/:)It(l.lian Oivil AdJiUnistration functionec1 Ul1.9.ided and when hostili 
b.:::gan in Italy and Sicily su~h protective measures as wore un<fcrtaken b.Y ' 
the C':re:rmans Vlore tho result of the' initia.tive of 'individual Commal1dors. 
But, as th0 Y'/',.l' movod north up the Italiu:~. p<:min::?ula (and espoci.D.lly a.fter ,. 
the Arlt1istioe on Sq:ptoiilbor 8th), the Gc:.:rman ArTrrJ Group (jOillTfL;;l.llder (, ' 
r(:;alise:u th:~:h something morc orGanised haa tob(; set up if lar~e numb0rs 
of hiotorio 1m,HdinGs and 1l10vablo wor~s of art' were;; not to bo irrt:parab1y 
damaGed, lost 02' dcs'Grayod. To this' ond therefore the Intollic;ol1cO Branch 
(IO) of tllO' stiaff of C~in-O, Sauth,'I/as mado rvsponsihlo for :Lnitiat:ine ,~, 
action and auViSlllf, 011 all artistio m.1.tters811d a competent offic(';:r ( . . 
fllhrer HAGl1:!',WllT, 1'ormorlyof tho Germn Historical L'1.stituto in Rome) 
a~)l?o:i.n\jed to d(;ulwith them. . Meanwhile in Rome the Gurman Embassy' VJaS 

showinG COllo,,:rn and Consul M~LLHA.USEN, a.ssisted by Dr. H.iu~S and a youllg 
. c.rt-hL:;'(;ol'ial1 of tho SS Dr. SctLJIBURT, took 'oortain iocal action in 

conjlf€£.G·cio:.,-:, 'ii th the Itc.linn aut;loritios for the :6roper protection und 
atorc:..~~e of "0"01'1:3 of a;:'t, archives, li=braric,s eta. 'At 'this t:iJ:l3 the Gurman, 
staff o;'fio,-,r was rosponsible for: 

a) pl'()vic1inL~ notices to pri..Jvvnt the usc of fO.r,'lOU.s p31aeca, villas, 
,;tc. bJ t::oopc. 

b) rentovil1,L; works of art fr0r.1 d::l.l1.:::;or in [;h0 fton'~ 41l't:l8.S. 

NQV(;l·th,.:;lc~s l:;i1e Herrtlal1i1 Gocr.:ll1::; Divis iol'l 'i'las ablv,::,l1 Octooor19'43:, 
to remove of its oVin ::.(;cord, all thu ''ilb'r~ ofo.rt, tho ValULlblc libr::.;cCt" ' 
",nu ::~::ch:i vcrJ from MONT;~011S3]JTO: ~~nd oarry tl/.em of( to. SP01Ero. Thl; 0XOl.\Sb::;': 
-;~.J.S offGreCl tl1:1 t th(: collections wero"in:' d:"i1gcr of destrimtion. 

On OC'Gob(;r ;~Ot;h 19J1;), Dr. von TI~SCHO'\IITZ, then actil1£3Director, of 
Kuastschut~ in the West, 110.13 oroorod tly 0Ia1 to p,rpceed 'bo HQ c..;.in-C Sciuth 
lio a:v~.'al1;;(;; :?o::~h(; establ1.shrilOl1t of o.n offioial l"'unstschul:iz in Ito.ly•. ,' 
TL~srJlm;/il'i~ D,l'i;ivud on 28/10/43 and, uftor conf.c:;~ring vith :·1;1'10 vnrious:" '~,: . 

,Gorman m1d H£~liD.n luli tary and civilian 'bod.ies conC0rndd, al1notUtcod . "" 
o.PPointm,ent as Direct,or of Prof. H.G-. ~S, of Muiuch UnivIJm:.ity. . 
Was os ,;;lblishod !i~ sectiOn V6,' of'· Gcrma.n. Mil. Gov. (Mil. 'VOr'HaltUl'l.[:;) .' ,," 
Italy "mJ. c"me 'diroct;J..y undor the con:trol of tl10 Buv. Gel1Cr41:I.. Lil::iisOJ.~. ' 
C-in...O's stcd;'f vias establishod tlU'ou;):lHAGEMtJIN, who was' to co.rry on 
before. . 

EVl!TI:l.S arrived in ROME en Novonibo'r 221,1d 1943 and .officiolly took 
8.p~lointmol1t • 

".. " . '. 

~. Thi~ wal! bO'bh militory .and c1vUio.n. 't..VEH.S estabiished 
i:.1- i,(ONE ana \wrlr..e a. wHh SCImIBERT U,11.til:th¢l6.ttor v~as rl;called Y to ~L\,IJ""'~~ 
in F()hrll~\ry 19Lf4. ,Hi..; docided it. Ol1Cotocroatc a FLORENCE bratlch 0 
o.lld ,,~:?po:i.l;·~eu. :t:r(>f~ ·1~'YID:!mtnCrr,PirQc~or:'6fthock:~ma.l~ Art ,Hi .. 

• 

.. '," 
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· In Febru:ary ::'VRRs was superSeded asDil'eetor by M. V. Abt•.· Che~ ~lld;., 
, '·:'StandD.rtenflllire,r' Prof. Dr. Alexandor IJiliGSOORFF of the' Pllblieationa . 

Dep1rtmcnt of the Prussian, St[\. te MUS0\.:unS. Thrc."O ri.dditioml manbors of . 
staif were then reoruited: HptnU"l. ZODEL,to \CIeul with routine offi()..:) a.""'''..I .........~ 
tiail; M.V.R. Profo JEIDEMEISTl:rrl, hr tl1eFar Eastern Dernrtrncnt of tho 
.P:t,'ussian State l~iuscl.mlsi and Dr. Leo. BRDHNS, Direotor of the Biblioteoa 
Hertziana in ROME. 

, W~th the exception of E\1'EJ.tS (vlho stoycd in HOME) all tho persorm.el was .. ~. in. FLO~lENCE. . . . . . 

ACTIVIT:mS. 
. . '. . 
. .. ,: I: " . 

1- Placinc of Frotected ~on~ent notices e 

~. Protective Mcusuros f6r buildings, works of art, o.nu archives. 

l. Assisting Ito.li.Ons to repo.:irwar da.mage tohistorio buildings. 
'. " 

li.ssistingI~~lians to bririg back works of art from i.solated d6posi ts.' . 
. in the countryside, where tho'l1ar risks were ercatcr, t9'riX6dpla.oe~·' 

- ROIvIE D:nd FLORTI:N'CE· .. v/hich hIld been declared "opun citios". .' .\ . 	 .,. .. 	 ~ 

NothinG noou 00 said in detail .of 1. -3, for it must be c;rantQd .that, 
, 	on the protective' side, tho KUl1atschutz :worked hnrdand .achieveu vorygood .. 

results. At thOS[lJlle t:imo, much vn.luable work wus dono: by lIAGll:iANN; 6.t 
the military cl1d, Y/110 was able to procure ~IT and petrol (the.: Klll1Stschutz 
had none of it s· OYI11) n.na ulso to o.dviao tho C.·in-C on'tho apandonmcnt· or . 
de-militariso.tion6f ocrtainto,"ms of primo artistic importance such a~ 

· SImA, ASSISI, FLO;:WWE etc'" 
. 	 . . 

. ThO transfer of deposits howev.or,:is another story. Durine his stay in 
Italy in 1,943TIESCHOWITZ made un offiqinl agreement with tho It<..~lie.n 
auth6ri ties on the cOli.ditions under 'iJhich those. works of o.rt which had ooen 
evacuated to thiil country would be rotlM';n.eo. wi tl1 Germ..,,\l1 o.id. ) Inc.ddition to 
thisthc FUhrer·i.ssuod, late i1119L..3, .Q. Speoial Oruer to the effect thn.t 
"those wor};:::s of ;rt ·wh1011. we owe~0 the gehius of tho Itc.linn nation are 
to be .I:'(:turno'u to· tho open cities of R(l.m: and .FLOrtEl.~CErihcre they can be' 
protec~ed f:l.'om tOl·J:V~l)() .. ,'hl.ng and.safoly· }?l'esorved for Eurppe.• " This work 
was to be LU1Uo:t: taken in aiti'!lKm~nt y:ii th the PADUA Govcrli\]cl1t Lind in tho 
closest co-opcro.t:i:on with tho Italian SoprintcndcnzQ~' he idea Ylas 'to 
plo.co the works of (.:\,rt tempora.rily under Vp. ticari protection, 0. neutral 
pO\'Jor which controlled c. numbor of, 8uitablQ'. storl'\B;e places throuf,hout t~ 
lungth of It:.\ly•. At the' ROME end nuch Vlaso..chieved and innumerable tra.hsfers:" .. ' 

.were inade from placos such as GmNNAZZl..NO, Vrr,ERBo) VJILLETRI,T..\RQuniIA, . . 
NLi., crvrr.il. CAS'.LELIANA,URBlNO,GAETA, OSTIA etc. In o.uUl tiol1, de'Josi ts of 

· works of art· f!.'omRom:.....h churchosandnmseums such o.s the Mus(;o Palatino or 
the Ga.lleria Bcrgheso we're all brought .safolyinto to the Gi ty bcfore its: .•. 
captur9 by tho .1I.1lios 011 JI.U10 4th 1944. , . .At. the FLO:Ir1NCE end only a certain ' 
number' of dcposi ts Y~cro' returned ~ some only in part) such as S~:..RPERJA,. '.U.J;1,~""'~ 
BARBERINO DI 1rua:ELLO,; Cl.F~\GGIOLO, etc. Tho sculpture which wus std~d in·,..,' 
the disused ruilway-tunnelat INCISA wus also returned 111 15reat haste, on ., 
special orders from KESSELltlliG, who needed to rouse the tlllU101. becauso tl:le 

'new line had 'b(~on uestroybd bybombardmont.· Sinu).arly tho dbposi t at, .l\TrnrllJ,n 

WIlS roturnod bc;oouse tho Germans wished to use the villa as their Gena 
In all these opern.tions, lack. of MT was the main obstacle. 

MClNTECAssmo., Ono oporation, however" murits speoiAl attention us an"; 
· ·exam.plo cif Klll1S tS'chutz prooedure: nDr.1el:ithe '. ;transfer of the .' '.' 
. depa sit t? ROHE. This,. as" alreo.qy; s,tfl . ·peel1.·take~ bY.:·th,e. au,.!.·"""",-",,,,'.' 

.,iGoering Division of its .owl'l·aoct0SP{)IJ!n'Q
I,' ' ." 

.,', '. 
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'GrouP.. Q"U..... :.'.'~,.a"". 
,. ction .to the .."'.........'.;;) 

. 'p,ovierful an~ '. 
'. ··be thetranafer :of··. . . 

guo or list'oftheeasos .' 
:::;e of transport was made. an: ."'.....,... 1.40.:.... 

; pUI'i;lission was sevqral t,imes refused for Italial1. l::)Upel~llltiEll1dlen,ti; 
an inspection ruld all enquiries were lOOt viith the answer that '. 

:;.: ,sio11 o.1ono· was resp:msible for the safety of .tho objeots. . '. .' 
'. '.Lt. SCllEIBF1R.T a:ld Dr. DEICHMA.:."'rn' of tho German Archaeological· Insti 

ROME, suoc00ded in bainG allowed to visit' the depoSit (thoueh no_t t.O. 
the oases) which Was in the Divisionis roar HQ at:... ." 

- " 
Villa Colle-Ferreto,.nearSPOLETO 

,.. , ";,"\'. .. 
and ):lEICHNANN reports that those YIIUC'41'h<;: inspeoted appeared uttha.t t 
to be properly so:lled. In oonjunction .with the Italians,the problem 
the MrnTEOASSINO colleotions ";'Ias the first' ono Iiith which TJ.:ESCHOWlTZ. 
to concern himself after his arrival in ROME. (October 4.3) .BythCt~~.: . 
EVERS arl'ivod tho Division had ber;un to relent•. On DGcci1ber 8th the .'. 
first consiGnment arrived in RONE andY1as handed over witll.: considerable .' 
cerelilOl1Y to the: Vatican o.uthorities o.t thc Castel S. Angelo,! On January " 
4th a socond cOl1siel1Ii1.ent was brought t9 the PaJ.azm Venezia. On both oo~; .. , 
oosions :"!VERS ",'Jas present a.nd made a apooch, yet ho took no, step to find . 
out WM t '·lo.S conta.ined in the cases; nor to discover tlle correct.. nUmber 

.·nor to chock v/hether tho right amount )l.cid b0<::n handed over by the Pi 
11lJERS claims ntill tJU1t he hadl1Dt tho. power, even as head of the lCuns,,",",l-I,,+.-i 

to question or issue orders to the Goering Division. He: fUrther .uo....u'u....~......... ,,:.) 
th.::.t he was q,uite UJ."1D.Wo.ro .th..'l.t 15 co.ses of works. of art weremiss'ing, 
tIllS wa s l10t roported to h:im lU1til much later, rum tho. t tho first he .......,""....... . 
of it WOos from the Allied radio 8.:f'terthe fill of R(}.m, but ·tha·t as ."......."...v,.· 
was rno.dc thore: of 187 cases and as he:n.O.d seen ovor' 600 arrive .he 
the story. EVE4S states tho. t he: never. heard that, to oxplo.in ·the miss . 

.oascs which had been detected by the Italiun authori'tieswork:jJ.1g· from the 
origiJru NAPLES inVl?ntories; the Ge~n office·r. in charge of the. II.I;(l.U.l:>/-N'I-· 

. stated that t~ lor:l;'ies had not arrived because of machine-eu;n fire en . . .... 
rpute" that as a result of' this the ItcliUl'l. guards waited up all.lllcht to'~ • 
rcceiv;o them , and that the two lorries neve;r a..rri ved. 

EV:c2.S Ilea o.lso sta'~ed that, subseqoontl,y,ho heard that the 'lnissing~DQ'" 
Vlere at ~SS:i!r.i.ln{GI s HQ at Mmrm SORAC9:E, that. he wrote to maloo onqiri.,rles 

. abo ut thc:m and wa3 told thn.tit wa.s no business 0 f his. with tho.t. rel?~:~' 
EVTIRS was co~tent. 

I.' , " " 

Three l1.<;"\J!l:)shave boen given of' offipers of the ~r:m.a..nn Goerine; 'DiviS .. 
.who Ylere connected with i;ht:: rct'l)val/of'.~hq works' of art:-

Ooorstlt.· BO:BROWSKI 
" SCHLEGEL 

.Major . RAHLS 

LAST DAYS~ After the fa.il of ROME,o.!ld with thc front roov,ing .cverolo 
.towards FLORENC!.i:TI, c:onferencos were held. betwocn UNGSOOrtFF, HEYDI!J:mEICH 
POGGI (the Supc:r:LTJ.tend.cnt of FLORENCZ) D.nd. it was decided t.h."';t, ovr.i.ne;to 
the dancer from fir;hter-boDbcrs,no furth.er reJ1'Ovo.ls should. be moo from. 
outl\yi1'l.g deposits back into the city. 'ilion.. on JIIt1.G 19th, Kun.stschutz. 
ordered to' lc£\ve FLOm:::r~CE with the res t of the German Mil. Gov.Branches. 
0sJmblished there. But before 'lcaving, LANGSrortFF adc1resseda ftl,re\lell·' ", 
l0ttor to POGeI yihich contains o.erb.in phrases which, in view of ' 

.:ovei1.ts, a.roof significo..nce. '. ThtlB the let.ter ooginS! "At thi's mment 
I hp,ve to leo.ve FLORE~ and when the werle·to which I. devotedo.l=!-m,y 

·enerJies,. l1D.fficl,y the pro teotion of 'works of art.. is completed, I feel' 
impelled, from thc bottom. of rev. heart; . to sD3 f"'):'ewell to you. 1I And 

.. 4·'·': 

. :: 
'."",,' 

rc Ives 
of Art. 

• 



, 

Reproduced from the ~oldings ijf , 
the Gallery Archives, 

National Gallery of Art. 

'..... ' 

It. is therefore' elear (~nd confirmed '~i:d .' iiiterro'eation), 
, .and his stllff r;1Ovod north, on Juno 19th 1944, that 

.' 
'E:,. th0 Kunstsehutz considered their wolk in TUSOO1\y over_, 

.:£_ . no further Florentine do po sits wora to be }";1Ovod. 

2,­ ISOLA J:L1JLA. was to beeomo tho now central doposit for 
region. 

It';bs also 0vioont, both from docUlilC:nts and conversation, thnt tho .. 
Gormanshnd a.lrwad;y 00Bun to W01'J!Y nbout Allied. Qroadec'.sts 011 tho subjoot·: 
of their troatrnont of works of art. Kunstsbhutz fol t i'lisclf unjustly 
accusod o.nd L,'I..Nc8DORFF hold his first pross. conference at thu el1d of MDiY•.' 
Furtherrnore, in his furewell luttor to POGGI ho corrtlcnds himself and tho',' 
work of the ~unstschutz to Prof. Woolley, whom h" bolieves to be his . 

, Alli0d ol);)osito'mcrn.bor. 
~ " 

.~.. 
ART PUilCHASJ.~S. KUl1stschutzY-ias supposed to look out for Ylorks of art 

ii1 Italy \"lhio11 G,.jrm.lln nuseums miGht wish to acquire. Appa.rentJ.¥ th..:: only''­
tl'o.asaotion \</hio11 took plUoe VIaS tho purchaso by EV'E,i1S of a picture by . , 
FJ!!UEIU31lCH from Dr. YmmZIliNO in ROME for Lire 200,000, for tho l1~DISCHE' 
k1J1'T3THALLl~ in Ki.RLSRUHE. 

'KUNSTSCHUTZ, PHi-l.SD II : Juno - Septomber 1944. 

STAFF. Restricted by tho so-called Groen Lino; Kunstschutz ¥las first 
esto.blished on il rOGional bo.sisas· f-ollo;'-isE­

VI:RON.A: (HQ German Mi1~ Gov_ ) .. LANGS1XIRFF, EVERS; and ZOBEL 

Vr:::NICE Dfld P.ADUA.: FIEYDENREICH nne. Dr. ~{M.Ar:IN-B:t:tOCKH.AUS of tho 
Bibliotecu HerziaI'lD.,u new recruit. 

. . 

Meanwhile R]~lDj!~l.1lJISTER, nRuirNs o.ri£l L.tU:lG wero sent off on tours round 
the v[\~ious villas und pc.1aces of EMILIJ.. o.nd LOlv.1BA.RDY post:i..nc "Protected 
MonLlhlent ll 

' notices (23/6/44 • 3/7/44 o.nd 9/7/44 - 21/7/44) . 

In July 'a 110wtorritoriai' ~~~ision wus moo:'" 
.' . MILAN: EVERS, }~um aild rHrnEICH (for. LOMBAaDY and PruDMONT) 

. ...• \ , .. 

mRGiJilO: (HQ G<.:rl:1..'\ll Mii'.G<>v.) ~ LANGSJX)RFF, R2IDZ:MEISI!ER and ZOBEL' . - \ '.' '. """.". ' 

, VENICE c.nd Plill1iA: ~i.NN-KlOCI'JtmS (for EMEIA undo '1:8 T:cC~ VENEZIE;, 
'. .' also liaison to Italirin FD.seist.Govt.). . ,' .. 

Dr. sTh~mfuIT1R Wo.s avnilnble through 0.';1:.' ut SL1MIOtfE. 3D]' lli~G:L:MANN 
remained, us bcforo,.o.t HQ., C-in--C South-W(.:st. 

. . . ' , 

AREA OF ~W:SPONSIl3~ITY. Two zonos of Italia.n,t'crr1tory luy completelY .. 
outside tho control of the ltUJ,istschutz :i.:ntl:simichas· ithcy wore· riot adrtiinis,".·· 
under GerT:1.O.n.Mil. G<>v. but formod u diroot purt -of thD o.djoining l\ustriart, 
GUu. These' wt;;)re:':':" ' . .. . 

1.,­ The provinces of DOLZlJ'TO and TIIDfTO, . which were undor GaUleiter . 
HOF'J.m o.l1.d formed rnrt of Ge.u TIROL ,(lal0wn o.lso as VORlJ.lPENL.ANl).; 

-:5··­

. ":' 
,.,' I. : ... 

',' ..:':' 
" 
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"tiill~e n.rcas, '~rduch'tl1.cGa.ule 
,";A......~ sso.r (Oborstor Konunisso.r) ,the 
:;'~'''''U''''J;) of:.. ' , 

a. ,Dr.J.' Rll:rGLER, , former" riirectorof tho nmSBRUCK Museum. and llis 
",!"", assitant Dr. Ellen HlilTIEL;Dr. HUTER was archival .l;ldvi,scr., , 

:e:~ Dr. FRODL, Conscrva.tor of Monuments for KAJInITI~IA, ond his as-, " ' 
sis'can.t Frau Erika lJANFSTAENGt. ", 

'ACTivITIES. ' In addition to their oth~r ,activitics the followine were. 
'assiGned a3:U;lportant new tasks: - : ,.' 

E:.,. 

b.-
o.-, 

d.-

Transfer' of'.ilorks of art from various placos alOllG the VH. ~vIILIA 
to tho now' de'iO sit on, ISOLA m::LU.

~ ,', ., 

The initio.tiol1 of protective measures for ~ol~le of too rore 
buildingso.nd monuments (s:0:i3mmllilER) 

Tho creatiol1 of 0.1'1 oxtensivo ~)hotoaraphio archive of objeots nnd 
'buildiJll3s not previously photographed, vlith a compar:J.tivc section 
(desiC1wd to help (d) below) showing buildings before and after 
dau.·...ec.(HLYDE!.·mICII and LEH}l.Jm...mocmms), 

A stuctr of t.hJJ forci.::;n pp:ss and a. campaiGll of rebuttal aZ!;l,i.llst ;:~ 
Allil:tl aoouse, tions of dostruction and lootinc. ,(}IE:lI1.1!Niffi,ICH W 
LANG,'.ID:)l.lFF) .. ' , " 

" Tho bCl3iiLlinr; of :J.n imporJcant deposit iri VENICE. 

' .. ,: . 

TlIJ;NSFEll OF FIJO:6:Zrrnm DI:POSITS. At trlC,bcgiJllling' of ' J ~y" nei ther 
KW'lStsohutz nor Arrqy Group was in possession of a flll;!. list of the deposits 
around FLORBl:TC:;~ .'whichho.d not been brought baok into the Ci ty~ • Nor had 
LANGSDOi<.F.F agreed with the Army crI'0up a;..:n~i policy as to hoyunilitary un:its' 
would deal with them if uneoxtheCi ,during the, pmseq:f th.o fic;htin6 around 
FLORENCE. It Y/D.S of its owh accord; thc~efore" that l>.riTry Group" at the 
ooginninG of July issuod 0.11. ordor to all Gcl'1TID.n Llilitary units under its 
oornmand,', instruc~in.e them: 

1 
i)
")
~~i) 

to notify a.t onoo to AG P-;ll oo1"osi ts found; , 
not to rC,tl0Ve the contents' tos9me place of t~ic:i.r own; 
if 0va,cuaq.on of a deposit Vias, necessary" to h.O.h¢l over ,the, contents 

to thDeoolosiMtical authorities.' <, " ':1,' ,~.' 

,At the sumo tunc aliLioo.tion was made teFWJ.tE:NCE CITY Commander to obtain •", 
from the Italians' t\ list of the romD.ining c1.epoai'ts. Tp,is list was fOI"\va:i::dod; 

, to .i~G (find to ]Xv. Gencral forinf.o.) on July 15th with inclioa tions of w~"":';: 
',vierc tho most urgent ,to cvaeuate", but s:hnting that they should oor.10 to , ' 

:: FLOi.1E['TCE. ", " . . " '~ , 

The first incident oocurred on July 4th, when Col.lruTZN.lllt.l.,FLO~CE' 
"Col'llrJ[Uldcr, sent for PQGGI and told him that 1 in 'Tiew of, th(j JD.ngor' from, ""'...,.........~ 
fire, tho oontents of the t1o];X) sit at tho Villa Bossi-Pucci at MaNT..~GN.ANA. ' 
(piotures from tho Pitti 0.1'l.d Uffizi) ha.d to betaken north of the '.l~IJVoUl,""","""". 
POGGI protested toot this action WI"J.S entire~ contrary to the acreement .uu.I~", 

, with lJ'.:NGSDORFForlly t'l"/o we6kspl'eV'.ioual;y 'and tho. t if the works of art "U-Lu.,",,' 

'tabo'moved then thoy shbuldcome back tolfLORENCE•. POGGI then called 'on, 
WOLF, the Gcrlilf:ll Con.1ul, and a.sked ,him to intervene, and ,vas subM";,~"'''',.... +--. 

informed that, o.t the time of MErZNE?'s"sUlTIPlons, thO works of o.rt, , "",'......:....., 
','ooenremoved fror.l MClNTAGNANA.fabt, taken ,oil.July3rd,,·. . ..'. . 

".," -

'. \ .. 
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.f' . ." 
1"f'Nri,-n..,.,.,.,.,' :to::Mll.RANc)::SUi;. PlJ'uillO ' 

..... with'. them .al~~was· told.
of BOLOGNA'or" the ""''T:'-'TTn 


. .• '., ' Bu a~:;, ' ,'.. ':of' ,~th6sci p:re1atcswo.& . , 

the sit~tiol1 and ,both ,were .af'l'll.id of' rome ,Gol'T.1ll.l1trick... : 


" 	 ......' 

, 'On hcarin~ about MbNTltGNANA, FOGGI aslc;ft:d WOLFrtb, Bond for LANGS:OORFF",' 
,'Who arrived in FLORmNCE fror.l VLRONl\. (accompanied by Z013l!!L) at 4 a.rA~ on 
July 17th. IAtor in the mornlnl3 kUmSD::>RFF'called on POGGI anuVlll.s tola:. 

'( iy' th~~t ut 8 u.r,l~ on theprcviouS morninc a Gernan UlU.t (Inf'. Reet~" , 	 71 (lilOt~)) hadbl"oue;ht buck to. FLOREHCr.: and handed over to tho 
Direotor of the Pit tiGo.llery , tho moreimportunt i toms from 
the uepositat Castello Guiccial'diniat OLIV.i~TO. The German 
offie,.r in ehart::;c was 001. von HOFFMANN; , 

(ii) 	, that t'iJO important piotures by Crrinach" "...\damll and "l!..'ve", .were 
. missing from thls traus;?ortj , 

(iii) that the .\\\:)rks from MOi\fTAGHANA should be 'brought back right 
'awe:y 	to FLOliENCE and, that he, POS(H, did not wish any further 
·evaouution of deposits made. . . . 

LANGSOOR.FFa.sJ.ced for n memorandun on the matter and said that he'iioul.d 
make himself· per90rullly responsible fer the :iJnn1ediate return of, the, two. 
Cranachs to FLORENc:F.J.' That everring LA.1'lCSOORFF ~nd ZOB:J:L drove out·'to 
visit Inf. ·R.eg. 71, commanded by Col. KRfiGER" at OLIVETO-and to find the' 
Cranaohs. TherE: were a number of;'pioture,sstill left in the ca'stello, 
and these' were' rcrnoved to the cellars for greator safety., The Cra..nachs,· 
it WD.~'; cUsoQvered, had been separat;ed from therestbecausc they were 
"Germanic a;;,~t,1I and could not be ox~J6sedto.,the danger of bomg 'returned 
to FLO::'1ENCE, thou[ffl. LANGSlXlRFF admitted that it was the Rer;t. t.s, j.ntention 
to tal:e them'. toG.J...'11l'IAlfY. ,After some disol1.Ssion,appa:ccnt~, I.JJrc';:)DOR:l!Y 
secured possession',of .the picturesfrol1.1 Oblt .. F,ELDHUSi!:N and ga~\'C: tr..c 

, 	regiment D,\'reoeipt for "two LUldanagedpibtu.rqS;: ,1~A&m"; and "Eve"; by Lulcaa J 

.. Cranach 'Which are to be taken to GermalW' by the .undersigned. J:'N Abt .. Chef.. '. 
LANGSOORFF. II The pictures. wor~ then placed in an ambull;mce and driven back 
,to FLOl1ENCE, Ylhere they weretemporarily".plaoed inLANGSDO:aFFtnreoili.:in . 
the Hotel Excelsior•.. POGGI mc:anwhile was orilY'> illformc'ul.py L.AHGSDORFF·thEit 

. he 	was on the track of the Cranaohs.,' . 
'. 	 .. 

On July'18thLA!fGSDORFF conferred with'various milita.:ry authorities in ;' 
the FLOIillNCE region' and made up his mind that the deposits should be removed. 
to the nO:J;'th by the Germans; ,whether the. Italians oonourred or not. lie 
formulated this policy ina sign.9.l· taMil.Gov'';· stating: llSome art dcpos:tts. 
in villas in eOWltryside are "noviLin r'a.r1go of artillery fire. A fortn:i,.ght 
ago when I had aoquired a lorry to bring tho contents back to FLO:tfr"NCE, the 
Italian Supcxintendontaasked lOOtorof'i'ainfrom doing so' beeause of the 
dan~er . from 'aerial a ttaoks~ Am taking in handirnmodin.toly supervision and 
direotion ef evacuation measures by our own troops ...... Ploase inform 
H8cHS'm SS und Poli~ifUh.rcr O'GF ;(OI..FF and Prof. ~"VTIRS." POGGI was neither 
oonsulted nor informed and when, ,on the evoningJuly 19th, he took r<:Hmd 
the memorandum whieh had be(m ttskod, for to tho :&.":oolsior Hotel, he found 
that LAlIJ'GSDORFF had alrca'dy left. ZOBEL and LlUfGstxmFFtook tho two , 
Cranachs and de')ositcd them in V:.:nONA.; then ,went to thOW1"TIli3.l'l Em:bo.ssy at 
FASANO, where they remained until July 23rd. 

.. I'· 

It 'No.s duriIl[l; thcso.fcw, d~B at FASANO that L.ANGSIXlnW had an interview 
with SS General ',fOLFF. ';fh;:., t .L1~GSJX)RFF said is not absolut;oly cel'ta:iJ11 but, 
as a result thernLl.ttor Ylas refbrrod direotly te Hn!:av1Ll~ ::md GOn. liOLFF then 
issued ;", special erder to LA1;rGSOORFF to "l30 and l'eJ1lOVO wh",tever could be 
saved .ef th0 endo.ngercd works, ,of art belonging to the Uffizi and the Palo.z-, 
zo Pitti in FLOHENCE. II Moreover an adoquate quantity ofMT \'/as pl~cod at 

.', L.~.NGSDORFF' sdispOsalby Gon(;}ral 	WO~ to oarry out this operation:) 

http:taMil.Gov
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'., 011, J u.\Y' 25th LANG:sOORw,'8.l'id 
,passed through ':~1:JPiJNA.,>:·,'v..',·n,"TO"" 
intendent', 'SO~INO,;;. 

__~_.Y 'and a.nrounoeci't~t'th~y'W . .... 
': of art from that area•. On;.:r:~/. ' .. 

ed twico on .POGGI to 'infoIm'hiiI{ he hD.d beCnOntrustiJd, . 
of all the most valuable works' of art from lFLORENCE~ J?OGCI 

this could not be done O.nd.in faot IlDthing. h.:"\p~xm.e~ ,No '.",,'1>.),1"'''''''''''''''.\1...\ 

Col. Thl.ill<I;il'TI:T'S orders could be ~scov'9red ohd 1ANGSiX>RFF pretended '. 
nothing .of_him. On JuJ,y 28th LANGSDORFF arrived in FLOREliITi!i , 

ro.'rGI to inform him of his mission.1ANGSDORFFrumounccd thit he. 
the two Cranachs but would not soi \Jhere they wor~. .POGGI affirms":; 

at this mootil'lg the question of eva:~UA ting thcdopb-'s~ts Was· again:; 
stily discussod, thnt he told"I,AlTCSOORFFthD.t the dCpCisit lit DICO~O 

0110 in fflOst immediate dnnger and th.:'.t if it had bOGn oocided, to move " ... 
it then tll(; contents (D.Iltique and medieval SCUlpture) .. must bcbroughtbaok' 

'. :to FLOi:l]lWE. This instruction ,was oompletely iG11ored, 1iU':IGSDbB]'Fi:went 
haWa::J to DICOHJ.\NO, loaded' 26 cases of sculpture on to his trucks o.nd, wi... ...... 

informing POGGI, sct out yviththem onthunight of· July ,30th for VERONA.. . 
where they arrived on August 4th. It WD.S during this return journey· tha.:\l';;'. 

,LANGSroRFF first went to MI8.iJW to iooP9ct the pictuI'QS from MONTll.Gl,IANA•. ', . 
(Here he found toot tho Gcrmanoffiour in charge was in contaot Y1i~ the. 

, Ito.lia.ns (Ziu;:P.ET'fI) who Ylerepreparing to tar-.e ovor tho colleotion.).· .' 
the event tho Gcrmons now claimthnttho Church of S. 0l1Of:rl.o at DIOOM/JiO • ' 
was insori.ous danger from bombine, that it ';vas the only building icf't ,.. " 
standing in tho vil1c.SC, that the custodil:l1l had flqd arid that it was fur ..:, .'.' 
too danGorous to think of taking tho 'workS of .art back to FLORENCE. In . ." 
considering these 0xcuses it is import,ant to realise tht.l.t tho inhabito.nts . 
of DICOLL'iNO l1.<.l.d all buen driven away by the Germans and that, apD.:::t fro~' ' 
bomb 00111;,\130, the village had bocn h0avily mined and blown up 'by the Gerrrnns 
and thD.t tho survival of the ohLlroh was probably not so miraculous as they. 
YYQLLLd have it appoar. Moreover the whole op;ratio,nvJas hastily improvisod . 
and instead of tak:Lngtl1c ,. scUlptureJ .as one would have expoote9., to the', ' 
new deposits on theBORROME:.N ISLANDS, L.IllfGSDORFF :took it direotto. Gcu. 
Wolff's HQ. . i', 

While LANGSDORFF had beonthUl} epgaged, th~ ItalianS, in ithc form"of',"~!:'::','; 
BIGGTIU, Fasoist Miniatcr,iIorEduoatipn,and Prof'. Carlo' JU'rrI~ hisDir06'1i9~:;, 
General of Fine Arts, had been busying themselves trying to ar::an!;o for ". , 
the transport of the works of art from N.IAR.iili'O to the new deposit (, which 
ill'iTI had just visited) on the BO.tt.lJM:!lll.I.N ISIuUIDS. On JLUY 26th J~:NTI wrote 
from P.iI.DUJ.~ to tho SUj)f;rintcndont of th6Gallory at MOmTAinfol:ffiing him of'" 
the deposit at MAR.;JIO and usking h.:inl to get ~ touch with Kunstsohutz' c.ffioE{,; 
in M]L.i~,T [md als6the Superintondcntthere (Pll.CCHION:t) to instruot them (as" '.. 
b(;d.ng locallY responsible) to. supcrvis6 the' t:Cal'lSfer 6 f the YJOrks of art , 
to the 130J.:lOMillAlI ISL.:J:IDS•.. 011. Ju.l3 .27:th k.J:1CSOO.:n.FF'·Ja311otifi'ed''byi..NTI, ;' .... 
that he was sendi112 Prof. Renato :a.iliTOCCTIU and Pro f. Pietro Zl.J..lPETTI (from'. 
the: nearby deposit utGUIGLIil.) to ;take ovcr tho pictU1'os,at',MA:i..iliOnrid," • 
attcnd to their transfer, and on July 31 st 0. rOj?ort on thvir cono.it~onyvas­
ho.nd.cd by, Bi.:.:.l.TOCOIHI to EIC,e,nU( thD.t is, to rso.y, the day before LANGSOORFF 
CDJIlO to'l\t',:alillO). InaJditioli. 'co this Prof. Th!,:c1'fOCCTITI visitcdL.J:'IGSlJORliF,'s .. 

: officain BJ.!::RGj'JJO butwG'Un August 3rd arid 5th vJith instructions from the. 
Itali,m Govt. toc1om.~1.dthe immodio.to restitution to thc Italian 
of the colioct ions which hD.d bU011 moved. In L.UfGSDO~(::!'Ft3 absonoo, ZOBELwo.s 
in cn.".rgo and reccived a memOrandum wbic};lho duly cOl!llnunicD.tod to i1.is . 

'superior. L.tll'iGSDOrtPF wa,s therefore in 110 doubt about the wishes of tho .. 

Italians vihari. he re'('ortpd to SSGe~ral WOLFF on .l\.ugust 5th and asked for. 

dircct.;i.,o~'l,S about viha1'a to storo the works of art.. It was, moreover, not 

only Llossi'blc 'but.~'ola tively safe to transj?ort the ,collc9tion either' to 


1 VElfIC~~ or 'to tho BO::r.::01vlEAN. I,SLiJiIDS, ,and the writ of KUl1stschut~ran in 
'l' plo.oes. But .General 'ViOLFF, viho m.o.kes no. secrot of his eli.slilcoo.l1,d 

. o:Z tho Italians, spoc:i.al1y of tho Neo~Filsoist Goyor11lIl,ant, and who, 
'. ,. , ,. • 1 " .' • • '. ..~.. ' " " '. : " .' • • •• : ~",.' ..;. ' ': • '.' 

,J',' , 
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fo'~':IW;y'~rid 'thti ',".. \J" l':LI'~" 
=.." ............ remaih , Control., He ,',' 

fore telephoned. to Ge.ulei tel" HOFER atOOLZANO and informed him' ", ' ' 
want~d storage accomodation in Ga:u SOUTH TYROL.,·· HOFER suggestQd the"< 

QCHSEIDroPF and WOLFli' agreed. WOLFF was fully awa.re that this was' " .; 
tef1.taJnotU1t to sending them into Reioh territory because HOFERiwas a sort 

"of' uncrowned king in his own Gau and refused to admit a:n:.r Italians; but 
i General WOLFF olaims that the piotU+'eswo~st:i.ll on Italian torri tory, 
that he'stipUlated with HOFER that he re'tamed full control and that i,t"· 

t had ever como toa show-down, hewas.oertain of being able to defeat· 
, , Besides, he did not want to have them, stored neE\.r the Swiss . 
:. ~:frontier for' fear ,lest WlSSOLJNI might ,send so1oo -of them. over tho frontie~,::, 

guo.rantocs for a loan. 	 ' ' 

.It is clear tha.t at this conference the fo.te of all tho Tuscan deposits: ,
'" {l'wns settled c.nd thut,despite tho r.:.llicd eO:i?ture ofFLOREN'CE, which lasted 

, . from August l~th - 11 th, it was deoided to 'risk everything (including tho , .' 
:,' I preoious works of art) in ordor to get them into German possession. It, is. 

f 'perhaps no more coincidence that" almost simultaneoUsly ill. F.dANCE the SS" 
. \ tmade every effort on orde:-s. f:om ~nnvIT.LER.to, remove the ~X t~pest~ from:. 

'j i the 10uvre to GERlvI.ANY, wh~le ~n lillLGIUM they s uooeeded ~n remov~:ng from" .:" 
\1 BRUG15S Co. thedrc.l 0. large sculpture by Michelangolo and 11(iffiporttl.nt ptd.llt 
\;In Ilooorde.nce with General ifOLFF't3 deoision, ,thbrofote,' REII:ll~-:MEIS1"$R took " 
\ \the DICOMANO, consi,gnment up to BOLZANOon Augus t 7th, while: ,LANGSOORFF o.~d 
\ZOBEL wont first to MA::IANO" ,to Ilrro.n:3e for the' removal' of . the.:MONT.AGNANA 
l,eolleetion, o.nd then toPOGGIO A CAIANO, tho most 'important deposit rcrrain­
ling, to S0C about eVlloUa.tin~ tho.t. ". ,., '.' . ,,' ,' .. 
,I 

On o,:::'l'ivo.l at BOLZANO REnXEltlffiISTER presented himself to the, Gn ulo iter , 
and told him thJ.t tho OC'fISENKOPF Vlo.S quite unsuitable as it was.very d..'lffiP 

j rand 0.1 so too main ommunition dump. ' The Gaule,i tor thorcfo 1"0 said thllt tho 
; 'things should be taken to JllNSBRUCK or BAVARIA, to whioh RBIIEMEISTER 

repliod thn.t hG. would first have to .obtain ,the oonsent of General HOLFF.· 
HOF.ER then toldRE:rD'E}t~ISTEa to get in touch withDr.RTITGLER,and seloot ' 
suitable other' aecomoaation in ,Go.u SOUTH TYROL. During tho noxtt\-/o days 
(August 9th and 10th) those tWo toured the area aIJd finally selected:­

.. , ". 

, (i) 0. disused gaol Ilt :S. LBC1NA.m:n, " 
f, (ii) Sohloss NEU.Mill.ANS, o.t CA1vlP;) TURES, 

both of them remo.tc villages on tho way up to the BilliNNER Pas? ,Possibly 
tho extensive star,lige' spaoe selectf.;d is a. good indication 6f the ql.Ullltity' , , 
of works' 'which ImI.IJI:llli1EISTER expected to ftore.· RINGLER's only responSibUi ty'::, 

\: in tho Im.tter was to give teohnical Ilssistance, and it must be granted that' 
.' the plo.ocs seleoted were~ro~ suitllbl¥-fer storing wor~s of art. On 

Augua t 11 th REI~rnrr.gTEIl tooK e~1·k.Q. £~ ..DICaM:ANO Up to their now 
homo at CAMPO T1J... ;ES. '. 

... " . 

i . , LANGSDORFF (with ZOBEL) IllUanwliile wcnt f;i..rst to MA.i.1AN0, and then called 

on Ge:ner£l.l GRElNER at his HQ. in BADI (Poretta Po.ss) to inform him of 

('nU:ml.·al 1'{OLFF' sorder and to ask him to keep KUllstschutzinforlll3'd of the 

possibility of evaouo.ting the remaining deposits. On the soma do.y (AuguSt, 

8th) LANGSrx:m.FF went on to inspeet tho deposi t in the Villa Medici at . "'. 

POGGIOA OiUANO with the Goncral' s .A.D.C., one Lt. )/J('ilROll'ETZ. But tho' 

artillery fire is said to havo ,boon suoh that they reolised there' wa.s no 

possibility of ovacuating the doposit thc:n ru1C1 deoided tovnit for a quieter' 

pc.:riod when they would return. On .August 9th lu~:N(:;·SlX)RFF 'was back at MA':' , 


,RANO 	 supcrvis~ the loo.ding of -the. piqturos and on the 'ovoningof August', 
10th, o.gain without informing the Ito.lions whom he know to ooaetivelY·· 

- 9 - , 

• 

~, ., .. 
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to talce them to. tAKE.m.t\I.:a;;:r.I,.IJJ;1u;!1 
and roLZANO, whero he' cd :.H.lJ.j!l.1J..:) 

s(291 in a.J.J))i~"wJre·t8.ken; up to 
rding to Li\NGSJX)RFF,,":t;hoywore.soc .. 'th 'from tho "'_._..'-,..... 

and from .lJOs13,ib:I.o seiz~o by the Btitish6r Amoricans: 

'. On 11.ugust HI·th L.iillGSDORFF androInmMDIS'l'E:R went back toBERG:tOO' 
t 15th it wa.s dooidcidtha t REInEMEISTE..tt should bo attached .,.r"""".... 

. the staff of tho, Military' Commander of l?OLOO-N:A (whore ·hci a.l'riv.ed 
th), so as to be nco.r~r lo the fighting troops o.nd mo;roo easily aV 
. ar~'anging .l'o11!Ovals. On' August 19th REWEMEISTER :received the.' v ... .J..v ... 

. , . ic;nril from· General GRi!.::rn:r:.:R: liOn the occasion of a visit' to ono' of my 
ho.ve h:arnt tliUt romoval of';thc o.riJ trellsuros from POGG;rO A Ch.IANO .......• u.:".,u 

perfectly possiblc now, o.s the artillery on this .. sector has· bOcn· qUiet .. 
rSlJvcral dOiYs.• :.SugJ~(;st youuttompt the evacuation of theso. 'jI'oo:i:ous' 

treasUres." On, ::Auglist 20th he VlUS at GOnerOJ.. G:rreINrrR 's R,~." where- Lt•. · .' , was o.ssic;ncd to him us spQCi~:.l.D.ido. They hur'riod 'off to POGGIO '., 
.. J\ CALlliO, which th(JY' found hadbcenpla,oed,undor Po.pDJ. protection since 
·:Jl.ll329th. a.nd was full of rofugc:oso.s 'violl'as YJOl'ks of art. But, no' ..' 
~oREIDEM]I:IsrER, Po.pa.l protection Vias of •.riQ·avnil ugainst artillery ortl:lO.;" 
Anglo-Amorioc·.ns. Then they Vlent on to ,PODK.w (1i TIVlFIllI{O, to a villa whioh'; 
.was boingus(;d us HQ •. by Regt. 1060. T:her(; Were D. munoor of l;iotures .' ,;' ! 

· stored here, \Ihlch h~.\d bc..:;n movud from the ccllnrs to tho .up~Xir floors by 
tho soldiers in set ting u:? the ril. Lti'~n~IS'ELi. identified tho pictures 
as heine from tho collection of the Florentine art dcarc.!l,' anc1 collector Con..... 

· te COH'rlliI o.nd ordered their evo.cua.Hon. The Regt. then 'inoved them toL,A 
ROCCI:L.~lrT..:. nr.J.IQLA (2 lorry-loads: L!-1 pictures) •.. 

. 	 \ . \ ' 

, On Auzust 22ndRl.n:nITh·nUSTER returned to PCGGIO A Cl~I1illO with an int-.A·"""'~<A-t:,...,..,
'" •. to 110go,/:;iato· wi th tho prie;st in charge. The priest, wh,o ho.d no means of 

:.proventine the. rcmo;v:al~ requested:-. ..... • 

£:.. a 	 lisl; of the cnses rCI\lOved, 'proper,ly signed and ,Stamped with the 
unit stamp. ' 

. .
1?. that the Bishop of BOLOGNA '00 informed• 

.e.. that the; Vi',.TlCAN be inforrood, sinDe t:1,e contents Vlere under P9.pal 
protection. 

RE]J:lEMEIsrER lx1.id no o.ttention to those requests and merelY. reforred the 
matter to LlUJGSDORFF for o.ot:iqn in an offioial roport on Septemoor 2nd. 
On ii.ugust 23rd thrc;;:. lorries provided by Genero..l GtlElliZR were, loaded wilth 
'30 oases and. sent to BOLOG.!.'fA, wllere the Yiorks of ar;t wore temporarily 
de~lositcd il1.the il..qoo.dcmia.lt::"is·u ou.:riousand.t:in.o.xplioablc faot thl;Lt,.; at ..," 

· tho vcry momclT:; wllUn the contents of (;his villa wero bC:Ui·f~ removed, the 
•...... Gorrnnn radio was brondcast:i.rl.8· o.l1.offioial OIIllQ.\U1.O€lment· to. tIte iulicd Com- .. 

.... . mcl-la'concOrnin[: this a.rt-dopa sit . sto.til1gJ;lw. t, . in: ordOr.to· o.void destruotio~ .. 
'i'~horc arc.no Gol'ml.mtroo1,?s oit};li3rmth,o,Villa Medicen or' its surro .........'.......6i:J· 

and .t~:.t this area n0ither hus'bocl'lnor YJi).l be used for military.purpose 
.A,ntlo-.American authori ties vvi11 tho:refore h!.we to bear th.::. fullresponsi .........._.v, 
if they should uxposc those .t.r.casures 1;0 ,q..:'\l1gcrs; rosUlting from militarY, 
operations." . On ~~ugust24th ru~IIID.tlli:lS'1!fm rot11.rnod tb BOLOONA toorganiso ... , 


· thc convoy to )(;110 north.; . While .there hodi~co:v:6r0d that 305. Inf. Div•.had:,..~ .. . 

of their own accol"d ·.8vacub.ted -the; coritc:n.:ts of two 0,(;1101' ()e11Osits:-' ..... . 


'. " 	 'I 

" Villa. BOCCI in soct -( 3 lorry-loads.; 12.8.
.( 

1?~ctures) 
and . \ 00.8tollo POPPI, near BIBBIENA. (8 10;.'1:y-IbtlUs 1 rt9 " 

, oases of sculpture), . 
. . '. . . 	 .' ti. .'. 

· ,{hich h.1.U' b,;c:n ta.k(;u t9 the neighbourhood o.f'.FORLI' •. ' R1Iillill·:IEISTE?. 
thQlfi( on .i\.uzust 28th) and ord(:redth,(H::':remqval too to the' NOl~th. 

• 

" t, • ~ 
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.0.' f'urther:~;&.bG· o~sos D.'~rived lllBoLOGitA .. ' 
Dcspit6"thb, of. " :bper:intendC:rit 'whd ·l)D.uvJ.:......... . 

.ANTI to' send everything tatoo RoyalVillo. at STRlt,RE:rIl.E!11EIBTER:.· 
.. ranged for the ncoc ssary trD.nsport to the north to be st(.i?pliecl byHq.~.1 

"'" an,d '10th l1rmios rospeot~vely; r.i'he chronology of the. trru1.§Jfor to: tho 
!:,is o.s follows:.. '.' , . 

,27/8/41+ 5 lorrios go from BOLOGNA ·to VjI:RON11. (POGC'rIO things). 
28/8/41+ ZOBEL goes from BlTIi:{Gi.MO to VERONA and takes over esoort 

5 lorries to' BOLz.t\NO. . .' . I 

29/8/44- ,Arrival in BOLZANO. ZOBEL lilso brings tho' Vii 0 Cral1D.chs man.' 
o.mbulail.O(;,' . 

30/8/1.;4- Issuo of petrol 'suspe1\dod by the Gcl'll1D.l1 A.:I:rrw•. 'The convoy is 
stuck in BOLZllNO., ' .:, . 

, 31/8/41+ Despatch of 11 lorries from FORLl' to BOLZANO by 10th ~ , 
(POP.Pland 30CI thip,gs)•..... '.' . ..' . 

.. 2/9/44- 5 more lorries desf)atcOOd from BOLCGNA (POGG]l)and CONTTIU). 
'. 	 3/9/44 They arrive in BOLWO. ZOBEL seoures a special grant. of petrol . 

l/9/44 Ton lorry,:"loads sent· up 'to CAl,iPQ TURES. . . . 
6/9/li4 One more ,lorry':'load a}'rives in BOLZtillO. The two Cranachs sent· 

to .3. L:..1ON.kl1IX)., .. , . '. '. '.... 
7/9/41+ Fivo more lorry-loads'sent up to CAMPO Tt.IR.:GS (FnTALIX and POGGIO), 

. With the completion of this. operation th~ Germans had five de;?Ositsof .' 
Italian state-owned 'works of art arid two large private collections (CO}TTlIU 

" . and.FDIJ'.ALUC) under theirabsoluto control.' . 

LANGSOORFF, who had been'dirccting this operatiOl) f~om his. BErt.GriMO of";;" 
fice, had been largelycmployed de,13.1mg with, the Italian protests. On 

,;.August 9th the Minister BIGGmI had proteste.d to the Italilin. Foreign .............. '" 
;' 	 and demanded that 6. protest be made through ,the Gcrrriah :embassy. On August 

12th -bho'Sup(;rinrendentat BOLOGNAwa:s'lllformed ofoertain plaoes along 
every !?osrdblo rout(; which were the offioial ItDlian colleoting points for· 

• 	 works of' o.X't; the Royal:palnocs at MANTUA, MILAN, and STRi\. etc. On j\ugust 
2Lfoth the Italian Foreign N'dnister made his first protest to iunbasso.dor 
RA.HN. On August 25th a letter was sent toL.ANGSDORFF dcr;1anding restitution 
o.ndproposing tpetransferbf all the colleotions to the Italian deposit 

. at SONTh\LO•. On August 28th .ANTI received a letter (v,rrittcnAugust 22nd) 
from LANGSDORFF statiilg that lion orders from,higher authori1zf" the works . 
of art had,been taken. into the .AL~O lillIGE (GaLl. SOUTH. TYROL). But on the .. , 
same d3;y he receiv~,d a lctter(w.ri tten.l.l.ugust 24th) from his su~orint.endont ' 

. 1ft BOLOGNA statiM :the oorrectlooation of tho Gcrmln deposits <,.ho must hD.'VIO:'" 
got this information fromREmmMEISTER) und' announoing tho arriVal of .110 
fu.rthcr cases from Tosgana which are being sent north. On i1.ugust 39th ANT~ . 
telegraphed to the BOLOGNA Superintendent thD. t ~vor,yth:i.ng £:rom TOSGANA was 
to be sent to the Royai Villa at STAA, but REI~i1EISmR refused to hood 0l'\Y 
such order, sayirig' tho. t he had to carr,y out IJu"'fGSDO:R;FFts ordOrs and that 

.the Italian Ministry of Eduoation hD.d be0n informed~' ':By thu f~ st week in , 
Soptenlber the Italians realisod. that they 'Wore powerless to. oppose LlJf~t. 

\ high-kmd.cd behaviour us they had pro.otioa11y no petrol or means 6f 
transJorto.tion of, th.:.:ir 0.'1111* To, 0. personal l~t~cr from_~st?;: Blc;c..mI.. _ 
on September 6th L.I.NGSDORFF r0pl'~ed that qond~hons at s. L:iWH"",UX) and .

\.\C.AMPO TURES W0re excullent,. and tho. t SONl1.:.L0 (the Ito.lion suggestion) Was 
Inot sc.fe, Fil).~\lly, on September 13th;. BICCINI received an official comunioa-, 
\tion from. HI';CLER throughlUnbasso.dor RiUiN statin£:; th:"lt tho works of art from .. J \the Tusoan deposits had. been taken into the i.LTO J1DIGE simply beoauso they . 

. ~cro safer there tl~U1 elsewhere, and 'that whatevor happcned the integrit,y of 
ItD.lian Sto.'i:ie Co1l0etions would 00 respected. . 

PRIVATE"COILECTIONS•. The Gern'k.'UlS did not concern themsdves 111. Italy as 
0lsewherc "lith tho 0xpropriatiol1 of Jewish collections. Nevertheless 'in' 
April/May 1944 Bomee.ttcmpts were JIl..'\dc by the SS [\L~thorities to h8. vo t:w? 

..\ 

- 11·... 

.,', " 

'­
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was' referredt6<'tne',;}hmlS;t$( 
,H~ydenreich (with outside in frustating, t~e , 

, pOinting out that though both wero,'~eVl3 they were US c:ltizens~ 

" The follo~'1ing i?riva te colleotionw werahoviever seized and 
:~~ 'GermanS;-.' 

'O, 

! '" • 

(1 ) FINALLY. This colleotion figures ,in the dOo'l.lIJ"ents as belol1£in~'t 
" the Jc'wish. Amerioan art''';dealel' pnULLY-,ACTON II 

, or sometimes ' 
FJJ:.fALLY-LANDAU, and Was removeq.froEl the VillA FTIiAILY (ex, 
LANDAU),' Via :Bolo;jnese 126, ?10~lb;:,:., Thoro is here a German, , , cO:.11'usion, for tho colleotion belohgsto a French banker (re 
dtJceased) called PEIALLYand has nothing to do with the collec 

, of AC'l'OH (an English art-dealer) resident in the same street, ' 
i;;xcept that certain o'bjects from the FlliALLY colleotion -were hid·;' 
den in tho cellars of the Villa ACTON. 'rhe colleotion was seized: 
by a Gornnn paraohuteunit dtf the TRETTNER Division between JUl3 " 
19th and August4th,1944e ,The two offioers responsible are 'sa ' 
to have bevn:- ' 

:Maj. OSLOFF (who lived in the Villa Acton) , 
Hptmn ,ECKERT...MfuJ.Jm. (who lived in the Villa Finally)' 

There is no 'reeord of the IOOvements of the oollcotion until it 
turned up at tho Palazzo Ducalo/ BOLZANO (General~mLFF's 
residence) on August 4th, where eaoh object wasphdtographcd and.' 
tIll; whole signed for by'Waoh:ttneister HAASE,'CCreral ,vOL:EF's .... 
Jomo. On tho General t s instruotions it was taken over by Kunst 
and removed to CAMPO TURES (Soptember 7th), where it was stored 
in a separate locked room. It was fUlly' catalogu0d by Dr•.alliGLER 
and Pro f. ERWIN'S on Au~ust 25th and the ootails 'sent to Gen0ral ... 
dOLFF. The GE:noral oould offer no Qxpla:na.tion as to wh3 this eo1­
lootidn.was in his possession. 

.. (2) CONTnrr,. As ropo'rted' abov~,thi.s co1l0ction was rcmoved,.t'roffi'a 
priVato dopo si t at PODERE DI TR4FIAN'O and; noattempt was made to: 
inform the o'wiier,cither ~,fore or a.ftervuirds. The:.Kunstsch:utz~,::,:' 
personnel; .was aYiareth8.t. Conte COi::rrJNI was' B. friend of GOmRJNG, , ' 
md sold' se'Veral picturos toh~' They also knew tha,t. :the col";' 
1ection, had been bequeathed, to theItalian (Fasoist) State.· '. . '. 

(3)' BOURBOH-PAH11A. This colleotioh was removed ;Cromthe Ca.stle. of,ti~' 
Duke of BOD::U30N-PARMA by the 16th. SSPanzerDivisiol'ltipd wa.-s, : .. 
handed ov<.:r to Gcmral HOLFF who orderodthat it should bes . 
i.n Cas.t1c ro~SBERG- (above M:li::tL\N0) an.other of his residori~s.:;'·. 
HTIl1JIa:..1!.'R -SO())nS to have $hewn an 1nterest in the colleotion and '. '. 
to have ordcredits renio:tru.,to" Wl!."WELsBURG (in GERl\IAJiJ'); a. 
request which was refused owing the. lack' of tre.nsport •.r Gener,a!,,' 
lfOLFF could not explain the: presenoe of this co11ee tio:t:l eitho'#~,.,:., 

, ' . . . ' '. \ 1· ""5;;~"') . 
C:;iliMANIC .A11T. The srune intor~st in traoldr~ down Ck:rmanic art 'a~ •. 

b0cn found in·othcr theatres w~s also shOwn by the GorIn8.l1s il'l. It~~, 

in April 194Jt. KUl1stschutzwas' asked to give every e.ssistanceto Dr.: .,.,.,-.,,,"'""',, 

of the Eiusatzstab ROSENBERG. in his; 'researches into the origlllS ofGcrman 

musio and h~~ search' for~rmD.l1m~ioB.l MSS, 'Whichho wished :to>Ph<?"",·I"~!,.I.',tl,l:t".. 


Then there. 'was tho case of P+,of'. WJ;LLVONSlIDER of VlE'n:cA, who se.ttled· . 

BOLZiillO to-stu<tr and plbotograph Gl:ll evidences of Gormanieart:in N. I 

The Professor enjoyed the special protection of. Gauloiter lIOFER and :;vas 

therofo~e able to 'have cnses"frbmvariouS Tyro1eo.n deposits' spooiallY.· . 

brought to BOLZANO, where· he had· freedom, toopE:n any at- '·;liLk_ . 

must also b.:: made hero to tho on Gauleiter HOfor',s 

oertalll Dr. I-IUTER,:a. fervent 


. " I: "/" " :"~; '. ,- '. 

.... '. 
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nrll""lTC'''TT'''phing a~d .stor~· SCfJ4Xat6iy ""GormaIliollarch5.Vds of'. ....... 
'·'ill.' La.stiY . the -oasd of, Dr~Karl MAYR, \var...tiloo Director . 

.JJY'.u",........ , UU80um,vmosc' ,enthusio.sm for GerinO.nic al1t was suoh t~t' Ilio pI' 
ul<;;iter HOF& with a special list. of th<3 most valuable 'it~s o:vn:iJ:ti 

:.frt N. Italy, b01ievihIJ that those should be all collootcd in BOLz.alO 
'. th(;jir greater safety•. Dr. MAYR was partioulD.rly into~ested in j'ao 

from tho Supcrint<3ndent at PiJ)Uk twenty-t-wo recently cxoavo.ted Byztmtinb 
" ; gold ooins, which Vlere describod 0.8 "most'importnnt C!."C8.f11))los of Gcrmardo 

art". . 

AllCIUVES. As in \V. Europe, special instruotiOns ,wel'O issued to the' 
Archivists on the Kunstsohutz in Italy by the Dircctor-Gohera.l of the. , Gernl.'l.n Str~te Arohives on S(::ptanber 6th 1944. '1'h8/ instructions were to 
locate ond secnrc:­

lUl urchivc~ surrendered. from Viel'lIleSO Archivos to Italy w1.der the 
.ih~ni8tioe Corrmri.ssibn of 1918, the TroD.ty of St. Germofn nnd 
~1.0'u0mcnts with ~t,uly of191~, 1920, 1922 !lnd 1924. 

All itU'llS in }T. Ita.lian J.Fchives which, by their boaring on Austi'o­
Itt·.lian :.:elations, arc bf importance to Gorrnnn historio£ll rcsearohO:F,:: 

J1 special group of archives of gel1eo.logicdl intero'st to the 'German ; 
Police. (SD) whioh Y/cre said to be stored in tho cellars of tho 

. Doze I s Palace in v.iIlHCE. 

'. It is to credit of Dr. LANG that he· completely ignored .'t11 such requests. 

HECl~ITULti.r.r ION • Bctween J Wl(; 19th and Sc:ptembcr 15th Prof. IJJfGSOORFF, 
tho of:tioer in Cornmo.nd of Kunstschutz, acting on orders which he had 

I 	 roclu0stod from "higher aL1thorit-y" - Genel'2),l "(roLF]' nnin1;ains firmly that 
thi.: Pl'oj0ct for removinG the Floro~1.t ine do!}osits origin'lted with Liil'IGSOOR):fF 
and not in M1Lllr - sucoeeded in' taking into German oustoqy a munbcr of the 
most important paintings and sc.Lllp:tlu·l'es from 'Flore:t:lti118 museums and priva.1:;o-' 
collection" to a total of:- , . ' 

532 pictures 
. 153 mses of soulptures 
Fii1.ally and BOUl'bon-Pa.l'IllD. oollectiol1.s. 

LAl'IGSOORFF now soules to ~'.rgue that had theso works of art b(;(;n left in situ 
they would in0vitably 11:w(; boon destroyed by 3ho11-firo ol'bonibing•. To 
his Gcr1,,an sUi.jcX'iors at the tim<.: h~ ;::c~)orted that he had roscuod them from 
th<:i clu'tehos of the Al1.().o-Americai:1 btl,l'bL').:cians. ,He also soules to maintidn 
that ho ,was aoting ill the best Italian intcrvsts. Tlw fucts 80:;:0, as can 
be soen from the a1x>Vo, that at no point was aDY h(:ed paid to Italian 
wishes, nor were It0.liana informed of the Connan plans, nor were" Ony, 
Lt~\liI),l1. Fine Ar{i6 a.uthorities o.l1owed. to be present ultrmg th(; moves. In 
,ad~i tion t?..~hi8. it i~ n(~o(;ssJ.ry to 1~ihl,.tl.1..}t ?nly on(: of ,the c.1e:?Jsits, . 
PO ,lao .tI.. C.U..AI>TO, 1.1as ~n faot d..'U11e.ged. . s$.tYf ~t shoUld be noted tlk'1.t,., . 
des:?itc tho. ~i·l11£:.n pretcnp<.: of acting as trustees foi' -1:;hc Italio.ns ,in thUB , .' 
t~\kin8 charge of their art collections,Genonll iiOLFF stated' that he felt' . 
II thuy \:ie!'l; nafc l' i:;i a Gorman Guu than ul;l0n 0.11 Ito.lif:l.l1. ~slap.d." 

'~TSTSqH_lIl~ PILiSE III: Sontomoor 19Wt"'!'.M:l.:[ 19[1-2. 

STAFF. For tfte firsf part of tilepopod the previous regional diat 
was lTl.::l.intained.On September 15th LANGSOORFF also b0camc Director of tho' 
:personnel Branch of Mil. Gov. (Chef~Abtei+ung) and devoted .;.11.oroasingJ,y Ie 

'time to Kunstschutz. Irl Jan.ua.ry '1945. hoand ZOEEllJ moved to li1.ASANO and ,10 

with the German L.lm~nssy.. FromSeptomber the BERGAlvIO .Offi6c :was entrusted' ,'; 
to REImfEIST.ER.pl'.'of. BRUHNStQok"up.rcsidenoc in MERJ·l.NO and assis . .. 
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. ..' A'n~W':'J~ruit a.We~~e' 

f BRlUmSC1:tli/EIQ.,'IIho vias 

~:i,on., Inehe'la;3 t. tnree :weeks. . . 

'. Albertil1D. in vn.lml{A was' enf1\ged to 

't~e deposits.' \.,... 


"AOTIVIT lES. The fall owing are the main i terns:­

!!:... De·-mi1itarisation. of VENICE and tho creation of a large del)O~it, 
for objeots from tho whole area of N.E. Italy (I-L~m!l.1ANN and ._._.,...._:.,._ 
BROCKHAUS) 

o. 	 ldtempts at the dem:iJ.itar'isation of ~th6r northern tm'n1s: ~.AbUAi 
RAV~TNA, VF..RQNA" BOLOGNA etc. (HAG]]%,1ANN) '. . ,'., ' '. . 

,." . 

Tra.1Sport of GO~mOlT O;:1AIG Tlfeatrical Arohives fi'om VEitONA to BAD . 
. AUSSJ.!lli:. This was oarricd'out by ZOBEL' between September 7th -;" 

11 th" 191+11- ori. orders from the Conrnander (Dr. 'iJ5IGLE). of the .. ' ,', 
Sicherheitspolizci und au at Vi'1RON'A. It is stated that this " 
Archive, which had corne fr@ffi FLO:aENCJ5, was the personal property 
of HITLER. No expla:na tioncoq,ld be given of how or whon· the­
Flllirer came into possession of .it. L;OBEL handed it over,on 
Septcmber 9th to:~ . 

.Dr. REThlER 
Dr. SEIBlmL 
Grtlfin· HOYOS . 

a ttho .ALT-AUSSE.l~ sal t-min.6. 
. 	 . 

!. Tlw German Ambassador to t he VATICAN was. asked on SeptanbcI' 18th 
to iafol"m the Pa.pal authorities of' the now location of thc 
works removed from FOGGIO A OArANO. (No mention ...vas rna'de 91' 
S. LmNAR.DO) 	 . . 

. . I 

FURTIiER IlE'rAJLSABOUT TEE nr~rosITs TIl ALTO ADIGE!. Tho worricsof 
Kunstschutz WON by no m.eans over .wheneverything had bOtln tr'a.ns'pcrtcd to' 
the two deposits. For, ,on the one hand; the Italian Fasoist . Government .•.. . /. 	 . , 

continucd to olamour for the return. of tho works of art· to :Italian cont~ol", 
or nt best £;01' pormission for a visit of insl?ec~i9n by Saine Italian" 
SupcrintendOn1;s,and,onth(j'o'tho~·ha.na., thciyv/0!'C . a~cusod of 'loct:ing~'m 
broadcasts on the 'Allied and BonollJ.i;..Italian radio. 'he cffc.'Ct of thesci 
cnmpaig):{s scriousJvr' aJ.o.riricd tho honest personnc:1 working :-with und for .'." . 
Kunstschutz - suchas Iieya.onreich, Lehmrum.....Brookhaus, Hagcmo.nn" Ringler" 
Bruhns and Lung - and oven LhNGSIXlRFFlIshowed coneom for having the stuff, 
catalOGued ~nd cxumincd by exports. :J.:hus, during thu latwr part of 
~optelllber K~UH1::rS and RIHGLEil checked the MqNTAGHiiJ:TA collection against lis 

, providiitl by tho I talian.s and found tho. t: 

Hi'11:l,cturos figured on rOllV'l list fl1D.do by 362 Inf. Div• 
. ' viere no'\; mentioned on the Itc,lian list. 

J?.. 22 pictures. and 5. frescoes listed by the r'-tD.::'ians wore 

pictures, '!" t)D.ol~ed.onl.y: .' 
,-P-f'",,,",,,,,, somo daril.age" ,cspe"",·,.,·.......,,r. 

by Sigr¥JrQ:J.l:i:: 
, . ~ :, .~ 

it. 
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gave il1.Stl'uotions that the piotures sl~u1d be 
23rd, all ~i'a.eI1sfro'm Gelieral WOLFF, \:made an applioation to 
'HOFER for'tM BERLnt picture restorer' Franz YrnIDSCHMITT to' 

be allowed into the terri tory to oarry out the neoessary restoration' 
work. BRUIINS, RUraLER' and HEYDE:NIUUCH were all opposed to this move 
w:lless, an Italian superintendent was also present, but LANGSOORFF ..............Q 

,that it was the vl;i.sh of himSelf and the General. 

On October 11 th REIDEMl!lISTER arrived at CAMPO TUBES .with a further 
,7 oases of works of art fl1 0m Florentine muselUnS which he had, t8.lccn over 
in Vrm,ONA. 

But thu ItlS.in aotivi ty of the Kunstschutz Was self-jus Jdficatio~ by: .... 

, 	 ~_ Tryine to 1?D.city the Ito.lio.ns with words 

E,- Combo.tdng the.: charge of art-looting (ICunstraub) in the Allied 
press and radio. 

Thuy draYI 0. considerable degree of comfort from a broadcus t by Sir 
KOl1l1.eth CLA.:aK, directly aftel' his return from Paris on Octobor 3rd, 
who dealt censoriously with tho vast amount of d.aInage done by the m;ilitary 
forcos of the .tUlios to famous 'buildings :in P.AJ)UA, :a.nrnu, IvlILAN, ROUEN 

, and CAEN ~,j1d stated (innecuratoly) that, contrary to ::,.11 rumours, tho 
Germ,.'1J1S rod not rOiil0V0d a singll;). work of art from the Louvre or' from arJy 

othor French ~)rovincL\l r,1Useum. rrranslations of this speech WOl'e sent 
to all German of'ftc(;s COlll.1.oeted Witil the; Fine Arts, references to it ap­
peo.rcd in both the German and Ite:.lian press and Kunstschutz felt it had , 
been vindicated by the encnw_ Then on October 15th theYpE;rsu.o.ded 
Minister BIGCrnn to broadcast on litho loyal co-opcration of the Gcrnan 
Fine .~~rts D.utho:dties in the prot8ction of Itnlian works of :.'\.rt, II 'al'ld 
on October 17th 1.i~NGSDO:RFF held e. big Prc~s Confc,rerlC0 in :Mn.u~i. ..:\t this 
stngo Iblian t:~otios chn.nged o.nd Jehoy bCGan to tell LJ:I1TGSOORFF th....'l.t if 
,there V;Jns no truth in tho aeousn:bions of tho<.:ncnw and if the ,Gcrri'lD.ns 
really had. no uJ..'Gcrior rootives, then there was 110 reason 'iibyhe should not 
provicle lists of the works of art inGermo.n lulnds and 0.1101'1 Itali:u'l. 
sUPQl'intondonts to visit the deposits. L.ANGSlXlRFF, promised to, try nnd 
o.1'ro.ngo this. 

Pressurc next oume from the German aide: HEYDENREICH and Consul ~/OLF 
(fo1'mc:d.y of FLORENCr~) evolved D. 1?1D.h which Vial3 corrnnunieated at the end. 
of Ootober; to 1.iWGSDORFF. This onvisQ.gcds·­

(1) 	1~ specio.l Order from tho Ff.U.1.r~r D.l'UlO1ll1cing trot the works of art 
l'emoved by the Kunstsohut,z "are ooing held in trust for the 
Italian nation" and 'plaoing the full rcs1?Onsibility for their 
nUtil1tel'l.DJ'.l.Oo and seourity on~u:n..s.tso.h.utz alone. 

(2) ~he' irnmodiate handing over to thc Italizms of tho full lists of' 
, the 'Wor1-:3 stored at, C.iJllPO TURES o,nd S, LBON.A.aDO.; Theso' hnd boon' 

ready nnd inI.u\.NGSDClRFJ!':' s ,hand.'3 for several weeks. 
, '" '. 

(3) A visit of inspection by an Ifulo~rman turon of ~t experts. 
_ 	 N;:uncs 1'ropos-.:d wore: Prof_ "iNTI,Prof_ P~~CCIIIONI (j,tIIJ'J'i), Prof. 

MOlt"~S3I and, an Italian; restorer; kJfGSDO:curF, ,IlliIDEMEISTER, 
RIiTGLiR. ~~lld' nRUHNS. ' , ' ,­

(4) 	Tho setting up of EU1 nddi tiona.lsupervisory 'body of the loa.ding 
GOrHk.'l.n ~\rt ~erts ,to be responsible for the protection and. 
preservation .of the Italian eollection.s. 'Nrunes proposod wero:­

w 	15 - CONFIIEN'TlilL 
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Prof. Dr. VOSS,-,: Dir9ctor of ,t~lO, ,. , 
Dr, Curt OERTEL- ~\ss,istruit to VOSS.' ," " '. " • " 

'Prof. Dr. Jii.F. BANGE' -Director or the Sculpturcsbbtion::iJ1\ 
. " ?russian Sta't.e Collections 

Dr. RLfGLER 
Dr. Leo BRUHNS 

Prof. Dr. ID.roll!lmEIOH 

:To this 18tter 'kiliGSDORFF did not reply. On November 8th PET".tWZIELIDr" 
,'Director General of Fine Arts undor thci Bonohn. Govt., broadcast 0l,1 the. 

Germo.n "Kunf':itra~b" und LA.i\{GSDoRFF, viho plamlCd to reply~' was told'by 
the Gerl11c..'l.n Ambassador, to ignore' i t~ On November 13th,' HI!YDENIDUcH . 
wrote to L'JfGSOORFFugain urr;ing action. This time he got a cold answer' 
Baying that Gc.uleiter HOFER would not allow Ita.liL'.!lvisitors, thD.t tho : 

, 	 F!llircr and General, WOLFF alamo would ,decide thc fate of the v/orks of 
art und L!skiUg why Ifr."'YDENRCICH was showing so much intercst in the 
Itl,lio.ns. 

On Novembor 28,th, tl.fter threc months' delay" .ANTI was allowed as Ii.:, 
special fnvour to inspoct both ~hc dQ~X)sits accompanied by L.ANGSDORFF. 
He expressend hirnselfas gel1Gro.lly satisfied with their conditiollo.nd 

, with thc security preco.utions, but requested that in view of the dD.r(la,ge' 

:.' Vlhich had nlrc:ady occurred CD.S0S should b0 l)1D.OO, for those pictures 'whiCh 


were loose. On this ocoosion ~J\rTI \'las h..'U1.ded ono list, the catalogue ' 

of ';;ho Harks taken fl'om hlONTlI.GU.ANA, but u· sp,;cial 'copy was prepared in 

which: ' 	 , 

. .. 
a. ,the n..<mc of tho de~')oSi t did nOt, figure;

:§:. tho ntmes of the ccmpilers ",ndth0 dll te (October '4th) wero omitted; 

o. t;le t1'JO CrD.l1;:l.Chs "AdC'JIl". ~lnd "bv-e" W01'O 'shownns ord:i..nary numbered- (;ntrios ins'cond of being on :J. sopn.rate sheot as in the copy" 

:~::i.V(jn {;oGcnero.1 \{OLFF. 

A simihtr ::'Jllcndod copy had bQen given to the DUcr; two dc.ys previously. In 
his official 1'8)01'C 'L..:J~G31X)ilFF' sa;ys: "Naturally, no Jl'l,(:ntio,n wo.s,lUade of, 
tho l~.,:i. (PIl'ttiLLY) collectionll 

• ~·I.nd~ h::td it been ,poss,iblQto segregate the 
COIT'rna . colrection,. this, would no t ho.ve boenmC11tioned oither.·. . ,', .' '.', ' 

On DeC0mbol" 10th~ G:':i.uleiter HOFER tclevhonod from nn:rSBRUCK to Dr. ," 
RJIfGLER to nnnounceth0 visit to BOLZANO of representatiVes of the iFt5hreJ:' t s 
Doputy, Roiohsleitcr BORMANN. They were' to b0 shovm the~eposits of' ,': 
works of I art. On Dea. 12th they arrived.' $d REI:DElvIEISTER VluS scnt by 
General V/OLFF to accomp9,I\Y, thum., Owing to bo.d VIea therJ, ......,.,.·..,..,..·r:n.rI"...c."".,."T") 

only arrived wry ,lute and so they v.Qre :baken by RINGLER to 
. The n:.uncs of the visitors were.:-	 . 

.' 	 , ' 

Min. Div. Dr~ von HUMMEL (Reich Ch£l.ilOcllcr,y) 
Prof. RUPPRECHT (Di.rector of Armo~, VInrN..\) 

-'Berr BRB-SCHWYLER (Munich art dealcIl) . 
, , 1>. fcurth unknown~ ".t.- ., ',', , , . 

No explanation of this visit was given, but aocording'to Gencrai \fOLFF;~,iit\. 
was about this time that he reeoivedan order from HIM1:LI:R to moVe the ' 
contents of boi:;h tho dci~its to ":.LT AU~~ ,'one of the biagest art ' 
dQPositsin £!ST:3.IA, to hioh loot frOm other co~tries red been ta.kon. 
WOLFF1<eplied th':-.l.t 110. wo.:s ,Ul1D.blc t9 do this, owing to luck of MT 'and ", 
On ar...othcr occasion. Go:61eitcr HOFl::""'/. . demanded that throe or four.of t}:l:c:. 
(said to be ·by Au~tri()J:t,: aI;tists)b6)wndcd over ,to "h1m us recompense' , 
lowing tho deposits '1;0: be' .in his-uerritory.· Thisdorrrind tocw~s.:rcja'o " 
by Goncral ·~fOLFF. But, fOp'.sOTll<J .reason LU1.e:Xplained.1 '';OLFF' docid?,a,., toot ~, 
spcoial' albt1l1i' of pi,16'Gogro.phs of tho. . . s ,hcha:d "rescued" . s~1.Ould,,:ge;"': 
prepared fcr pr ta. 't6thc nhisbir~hdD3 (Al)r 20t,h) 
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Reproduced from the holdinge of 
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Acooi'dil1L;ly,' \1945,' " .. al'idayoung 1ad;y..' 
. tl'om,iOLFF' s . .FrI. J:IOtZ,were, clespa.tohe.d ,to C.¥!PO . 
·'s. LP::Ol:L4.:a~O to photog.caph th.ey c6ul~~ . T'ney oalled on 
. n,d asked for a better' camera '- they' only had a Contax .. but were . 
'They too acted in a .m.ost irresponsible and. high-handed man."1er. Th.ey· . 
. JOOst, of the cases, took .the pictures out or their. f1'aIneS and pho ·mOjl·,.;onnR' 

them out-of-doors in the snmi•. anIGL:!m, who paid a surprise visit 
2nd and found both the'''Dorulli Yelata:t·.and 8,::Renibra.ndt in this condi .... """'oI.u••,>:. 

irrmeuiately wrote a strong letter of protest to LANCSOORFF, but re~e?-,\ .' 
a, rather cold answer: "General WOLFF says you should be told toot the" <,,:, 
legal situation - and it Was emphasised again during the Genera1 1s reoent·, 
visit to the Ftlhror - is as .follows: the responsibility for the Itali~ , 
works of art rcmov<?,d on orders from higQ.er authority is ontirelJ' that.,o;f . 
General \{oLFF,; who considers hiniaelf in the position of trustee for ~:';:. 
Italian ro tion of those tvvo depo'sits~ You arC loc~1J.y responsible fo17 .' 

, th(;il' m::W1'~enance to the Chief 'Conmissar of.ALFrl'NORLAND (HOFER)," in ...· L.JJUK.,., 

territory they aru situat~d". SO .. the phOtogra.:?lling cont.:lnt.ied',' but 'v:n' .....ua... ·'·.'.::··,·, 

to inadeCll1':1to apparatus and the progress of the. Y/ar .came to noUght. . "".'TlA·"~ 
""WOJ..iFF t h01acv0r, oould not explall,'lwh.y this album 'vaS' .oems' pre rared: ~9r 
the FUhrer. '. . '.' .... ..' .' ',' 

From January to April 1945 the Itnlib.ns·continued" to .Pl,'C 33 .(or •tho" ,'. :'. 
lists of the other .collections D.spromisod by.WfGS:OORFF and for tho" .. : 
over of all' the collections. Tho. Italian .Am~dor,iJl BERLJN prott)ste(t,:· . 
to RIBmrTROP~ Vlho promised to intervene witl1'J.~e'r; . the DUct: protes,tod" ': 
to Gol1.ero.l ',rOLFI1'; it VJas .suggested that an It,sllinn Suporintendeht might. '. 
live at oaoh of the doposits; the proposition 'wasrnade that, Witi1 tho:Lr " 
own MTand petrol bought on the bluokrnnrket, thc Ita1i£lJl8 would move th.e 
contents of S. LEQN.A:1TX) to SONDALO. and of C.lJ:lPO 'l"UIlliS to V~TIdE., But.it· 
wns all of no o.vo.il :tl~eGci'~s roo8.1i.t to koop wh£\ t th(,'Y~d got. IndCed' 
when the emU came Genoral \iOLFl"suppliod .L..\NGSDORFF with a 'demobi1isation... 
oruer :1nQ a;,);)ointod hini. his ropresontativefor handing over the c'A.kPO TtJRl!: 
dO'')osit not to 'Ghe Ito.lia:ns but to the Al1icd authorities. At the' sruno .. 
til11e J.:;.,;r::i52rEIST:i::rt and BRUIINS Viore sont to S. LEONARDO for the sanlepurpooo..- .. 

IQ1HS'rSCHl.rTZ - GZNERAL IJ::fFORM,\.TION . 
--~ .' 

FL07c]'mm BHmGGS.It ho.sooenrclio.bl,y· sto.tcd that thl;ldeoision to . 
'blow all '1;11:0 hridges of :fLOmmCE with the excoption of tho Ponte Veochio 
was, ta1;:0n t\.t a meeting between HITI;r'~. GO;!JIRTIIG jjl~Q lQi;asj1!I.RIN'G· (Sour90 '~.'.. 
Ob~o accorirpanicd/KESmm:..nnfG•. 

VEROl'UI. BRiroES~ A last minutq o~dcr .~t. to blow' up th.. two. historio 
bridgos' of ·Vl'1RO:N.A. v.ns issued from KESSElRING's HQ., ·.l)ut owing to. somo 
mistakc all units wero not inforIOOd ruidthe .order .to b10YI them was given 
by cOl. Iv'10SJ.'JR, Gcl'll'lM. Oiv, 'Commander. 

J,ir-~smG ·PICTUHES. The fo1;Lowiri8; piotures which WOrD stored by. tho 
Ituliu113 at MONTAGNiU'iA have not boon found ariy ...·..hero:­

BnOlTZTI.ro . . Deposit'iop, of Christ (Uffizi No. 155L).) 

POLLli.IUOLO Labours of Horoules (2 panels) (Uffizi No. 1478) 

LOJ.l":NZO DI C..:.EDI Sv1f...Portrait (Uffizi No. 2185) 

OOUillNICO ~TI Parable of the Vine (Pitti No. 26) 


. ViJJ HlTYSUM Flowers and ~t (l?itti No. 462) 

SiJN~·~TOR R03.:i. ,Seo.scape (PH ti No. 1325) 

VOLTER.R:1l'TO St. Catherine of Siena (PittiNo'; 1518) 

ALESSAlfD110 l~LORI yonusand AClonis (Pit ti No. 6266) '. .., 

FLO;;{Ei\j"rnm SCHOOL Agol1;Y in tho Go.rdcn(Pitti No. 385) 


, ' ,'. . 
Those works of art o.lJ:'eo.d.V rO;:)Qrte:d as missing from tho MOI:lT:GC.liSS:rnO 
(15 cCLses) .luwu still :not beonf,Ound. It is thorefore essentio.l to 
CJ.uestion the :;1onior offioers.of:bhc 'Goering Division,.' ./: . 

http:BnOlTZTI.ro
http:BHmGGS.It
http:Itnlib.ns


------- --------------------

"fJprt>duced fraln the holdings fit 

the Gallery Archives, 


National Gallery of Art. 


\ 

\ 

KUJSiSTSCHUTZ A..tC.HIVJ~S. f:.. la;('ge quantity of 'Kunstschutz docUments; ,'. 
.,.."""",,,,niL\Uy tho'photoBr~~~phic archive, has h:Jcn deposited in <:\ villD:,·uVJ'-I.,IJ..I.i',.J. 

. Frhr..JVon BISSllrc. at OBERAUDJRF' am nm (Buvaria). 
-VI'" • 

..' :illJiY imS;mf. A slJecinl team of a.rt historians Ylo.S o.ttaohcd to IC of " 
"'frnw Group for tho. c;llootion of. cncl1\Y Yleo.pons for the German: Arruy Museums.:' 

,1'h080 men md 0. pr~vo.te lorry Ylhichwo.s frequently lent to Kunstsehutz. . 
It i~ pos::dbleth,D.t, they roy also havo acquired some old can.nons or wco:POruJ···( 
in Itoly. The, mimes are:,_. , ,W', 

M.ijor'Prof~' Wilhelm KA.ESTNER 
SDF (Z) Dr" Peter 111.1M· . . 
SDF. (Z) Dr. Frhr~ von RErrZENSTEllf 
Gfr 0 Dr. Jal1 LAUTSo 

,'.'\ 

.Lhcpc!'sonl1,cJ.· of tho Kunsi~schutz was ,v.::.:ry mixed. The direoting porsol'U1cl 
J.l.Y'.I!2.S, LlJ'fGSOORFF and .R1!JIDEJ:,ii5ISrrJl!R - knew nothing of Ita.ly, its art, its' 
la.nguar:c o~~ its ,people. EvrJ{S lSi,.m Eg:,rptologist ,who has subsequently 
spocilllised onRU13ENS; k~HGSDORFF 'is L\ &''bylonian arohaooloci..st; REII:lEMEISTER' 
is an oricntalist. They wero, hovlov0r, eleve'r enol.l@1 to make use of reputablo' 
CkJrlJ1an scholars, spccialists on Rom::tn or Italinn, art and hi~r~ory, 'who know ' 
Italy well and wcroruspceted by the Italinns~ 'rh(; staff therc::f1orc falls .. 
into tvw distinct grbui?S" 

2. 	 Much va'.ua'blc prOtoctive' y~orlc VlD.S doubtloss carried out by Kunstschutz 

f.\s regards spooific.:: builings or.:i.rmilovri.blo worl:s of art like freseoos. 

This was '-\ sinoere und.crto.king. 


i :' 

3. 	 It is probable the\ t [t fCbst v81uo.ble photographio rcfc11c.;nee library was 

aCGLllJ1L'luted and will bo found o.t OBEJAUDORF D./LT.i'To 


!~ The SS clulin of cOlllllland is unmistakcabJ.o: nThIMLER - GOneral ',[OLFF ­
LANGSDORFF • 


5. 	 The sitUtJ.tiW'l is problll::il.Y well described in the ~omment of LEHWu:-m-, •....... 

IGOC;CH.AUS, '.Iho 'aid that" he alwDiYs thought of L1J:fGS:J:lQRFFns tla man with 0. 


divided soul, one half SS and tho other half genuinely in 1~linstschu:tz,,~'.', . 

. .. 	 . . . 

6. 	 The rurnoyal of the two Orn.l1.D,chsJ,ris a. olear oase of ,attempted-looting 

by IJJ{GSDORFF and 0. Gorman unit. his is proved by the receipt Ylhioh 

LANGSDORFF signed and expJ..D.ins his, cquivcica~ion with the IWiru,1So ' .. 


7. 	 LANGSDORFF and llPenerc.l WOLFF must both 'bo ,hold ros~1Onoible for the 

seizing of und damago to tho oollootiol1.B from the Tusc"ulY doposi tso In 

deoiding tho rlogr,ee of evil intention which must baascribud to them oric 

must bear in mil1.d the following faotors: ­

E:,. The l'omovals wero cp.rried out in defianoe of known Italian wishes 
and plCU1s. 

The colh;ctiol1.s woro plaood in n.l1. area not diroctly controlled by1?. 
dthor Gen•.\iOLFF or the Kunstsohutz and which, though I),Ot of­
fici~lly ooded by Itnly, \Vila alroc.Cly virtually p:wt of the Reich.. 

futh tho dopo sits ,vcre ill the. inmudintc vicinity of· tho B:L1lJHlmR. 
. PASS and, hUd IITID~ provided the ncccssnry'MT, General ·v{OLIi'F , , 

would h::lVO boen pC),l'lurloss to ,pl'ev~nt thoir tral1Sfer acro.ss the .AIJ?S~, 

'lhe I t<:'.lians \i'OrG not o.llowod access to the del.)Qsits 'nor worethoy -, ',' 
givon proper lists ~f the 'Work;s "in ,Gcrtno.n possession. ~INTI 'was .' .. ' 
still c.sking. fo,:. 'tho rcrnn;il1der of, the lists in April 1945 • 

. ,,".;,-." . 
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t-;'10 	 Crrulnahs._.....~,.._w_.... 
.'of tho.Tusoan d01?osits. .. 

Tho Gcrmtll1B h:wo offered ·thr<.:e diffc.:rcnt justifiae.tiona of thdl.- . 
notion, n:.moly:­

-n.. 'l'lJi .. t th\.: 'narks of art wore in do.ngor of destruotion bybombinil 
8h011-fi1'o in tho de!,)osi ts. 

That tho m:Lstcr-l?ioces of Ito.1inn a.rt h::ld to bo :?!'otoatcd from 
. . seizure by t ho ,,\nC;lo-~':.morioD.l'1 bnrbul'inns. Ctncideritally they 

tho sto:cy tho.t British und illTl.eric.:l.n art dca10rs hnd b:.::un 
brought to Italy to "ucquire" what thoy could.) . . 

, £. Tr...."..t thqy v/(;rd ~rcscrving thomasterpieoos both fOl' Itl..t1y o.nd for 
tho world. hoso stories arc scarcely roconoilab1e with D.l1Y . 
of thl.! fo.ots,o.nd if (b) ",'/01'0 truo ono r!lust nsk -~/h;y in the end . 
it vias to those su.meli.nglo;".!\merican bar'bnrians thn..t the deposit,s.' 
'1,/01'0 hnnood over. '.' 	 .' "~";; .. 

. '1'h0 l'omovals of. tho FllUULY, CONTINI and BOU-.t\OON-PJi.HM.i~ colloctionsll.Pl'>ear' 
a.1so~0 havo b0i.;n oases of· looting by . REIDEMJ~ISTER. o,nd individ\Ul.1 Gormm 
LUlits, but tho dis',;xnla.1 of them was firmly controlled by General WOLFF. 

?,I:IDlJ.:;IST]i8, ,las fully aViare ofL.'J'1'G,SDOR1~Ft s intentions und is therefore 
respollsib10 as' D. williJ:i['; accomplioe. . 

11. Tho losses from the J\i()}f'.r~~c.\Ssn{O Coilsigruncnt occurr0d nlmost before -the'. 
KU113tschutz 	-'ID.S prol')fJl'1y constituted; .but to tho CAtcnt :t;h:lt :GV.JRS took no'; '. 
::lteps oither a. t tho tim!; or subsoqul3nt1;y to chock whether D.l1ythillG was 
missing ht.; uust biJ h(.::ld to' have b(;(;n culp::.\bly nor;l.igont. .. 

12. 	 That of:~'orts should b0 ma.do uI'[3;0nt1y to tl18.CO for intel'rogo. tiol1 tho 
fciIlovlil1lS p,)r sons:-

Lt. 	scm:IBrl...'::(,T· of thc Gorma.n FOl'0ign Offioe 
Mi:',jor OGi,OFF 
HI)tlIDl j~CImRT-1illLLI:R 
Dr. ,!TGLE 
Min.• Div. Dr~ VOil BIJ.MtCL 
PI' 0 f. mJPP.tCXJHT 
Dr.::rr:n,1ER 
001. MOSI:R 
Lt.Co1. DOB~lOWSKI 
Lt.Col. SCfffiEGEL 
Col. BtUTM.tilffi of the SS 
Gunora1 GID~:O:lER of 362 In.f. Div. 

Tho 	 ro1evant docLUnents will be issuodla.tcr in translation as on .I....ppend:l.:lC·· '. 

Jv¥, Gi1;},
DOUr:;u~S OOOPER . .It.. 

Wing-G01l1l11anoor, RfJf, 
l..jDiroctor MFi..... Branoh, 

. 00 for GuI'IllE.U'\Y. (B. E.) 

{!.... . '.... . . C. {I
f. .' I (,l:.';,1. l~ . ~_. u 

r.::a.N2ST T. DE ·if./;'J.iD 
Lt.-Col., Speo.Res., 

DirootoS' 1Ifl!1".... Subcol'1u'ilission,'" 
Allied C'()IiC%ni.ooior. ' . - 19 ­

" 

:'.. ;-\, 

t,', . 
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,,>:{ :"'" 
, ,"1 - Ohief Gominis sioner 

. . , .' . . . . , .. .~. 

1 - Ex.oQutive Oon~nli~;::;:i.oner 

1 - VP, OA Sect~on 

, 5- G-5, AFHQ (1 for transmission to ,Roberts Oommission) 

1 ~ Petitical Adviser (A) 


1 - Politioal Adviser (B) 


3 - RC, VJ'lEZIE ReGion (2 for ·MFAA Of'fioer~) 


1 -:1.C, LOJ.;iBAiIDIA Region (1!FAA Of1ioer) 


1 - RO, LIGU:iUA ,ReGion (MFAAQffioer) 


1 , -RO, PIii:hION'l".::: ReGion' d;lF.Ab.: Offioer) 

, ~ . . 

1 .:;;. RC, EtilLIARegi6n (MFAA Offi~er) .' 

2 - SCAO, AMG 5 J.\rrny ( 1 fer :MF.AA Offioer) 

1 - Lt. F. Hartt, F.LO::t.BNC~J CIT:{ Command 

1 - Public R(Jolations Branoh 

2 - ~~C, Austria (attentionif/Cmdr Goodison) 
, , 

20 Con'l;:':Cil Cor::U;lic3Siol1 :~'or G(:;rmal\y, via W/Cmdr Cooper (here 
i 

ineluded 8.1'0 copies for War Office, C.A. 20(b), MaOm:Lllan 

Com,lission, OSS (London 1l.RT Desk),. DGl-::R }FrqnOh, US" 

Group CC). 

'~ ,., 
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, 1:[. V.Abt. Chef,Prof. Dr., Alexander, 
LAHC'"sooRFF 

ll.v.[{~ Prof. Dr. Rans~rhard 
.EVERS 

, , 'Hptron:. ZOBEL •. 

M.V.R. Prof.' Dl~. Ludwig 
REDEMEISTER " 

Lt. SCHillI13mT', 

Sonderfl1hrer (K) Dr.· Wolfang 
HAGEMANN' 

r;' : 

SonderfUhrer ,(Z), Dr. Hans. "werner' 
SCHMIJ.J1I 

'Gcfr. Dr. Otto LEln.rJ\.NN-mWCn<Ji!~us, 

(b) Civilian 

Dr. GOttfried IANG 

Prof. Dr. Ludwig~ICI1 
~ ' .. ',:.1, .. ' 

Dr. Herbert sm:amNHtlNE;it 

Prof. Leo BRUHNS 

Prof. Dr. Friodr'ic BOCK 
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. . '." 

Head of KLU1stsohutz in Italy .. 
SS man; with rank ofColonei~;." 

Aoting head of Kun:Jtschutz'No~~; " 
. 19LI-3 - Fob. 1944 before LANGS'OORFF " . 

wi th rank of Major. 

Administra tive offioer,; 

. 9f LANCSDJRFF. . 


Joined May 1941+; with rank of Major.' 

as man from GermElll Foreign ~Qff'ioe:;', 

aotive unofficially Sept'.' 1943 .. , 

'Feb. 19L..4. Aged about 27, a. 

'professional art...his~cirian. 


. . •• " • '..',' ~ J, ;, ",,~ ~ 

Member of Ie (Intell.) staff a t1fQ'~ 

J\rfI\Y Group South':~{est. Was 

charged with 'Kunstschutzprob1~" 


.. ' and art liaison betw0o;n Arrrw' and., : 

·:Mil. Gov. ' '" 


Joined Sept. 1944j'omployod as 

photographer. 


Joined July 1941f., responsible I fOr,' 

Vl::i:TIC"i: area and Kunstsohutz ' 

liaison with Nco";'Fascist, GOvt.' 


Joined jan~ 19411,; 

Joined Nov. '191f.3; originaUy":41­
charge in FLORENCC; lat~r in Ju.;,..un.lL',! 

,Mainly responsiblo for ,ph.oto':Q1"sattu:
" a'rohivc. . ," ,,' 

" ' 

'J6ihuc1 Nov. 1943; activo in' 
. oonstructional vlork VD. th ,and 

','through TOIY.C Orgru1.isat;iol1 
.. : " 

li,ctive intermHtcn~ from:MaY' 
, vi sit ing villa.s' ~tc. and' oa. taJ. 
ing pictures in Jill£Q AUIGE, _.,,"""' ........... 

. ,~ 

Active May-July,1944c'ls 

archival advisor. 
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, .. Reproduced from the holdings @f 
the Gallery Archives, 

..Nat~OlJal Gallery Qf,Ag-, 

,'/ Genorul Curl \iOLFF 

\ 

, 

Oberst KRttGER 

Col. von HOFFMA.1:-IN 

Lt. Col. ZOLLDfG 

ru~BN 

Consul 'iIOLF 

I 
I 

\ Gauloitel' Franz HdFE:R 
~ . 

I 
\ 

Dr. Josef :iJlTGI.Lr:R 

I Dr. Ellen Ht...hI1l!LI' " , " . 
:Gauleiter Iu\rNEtR., . .. 

\
\pr.

'. 

FRODL 
, I 

" 

,Dr. Erika. HiOO'STAEN'GL 

. )fa.jor ~TH" 

. I,: 

,:, >'. 
HBohster 88 u.Polizcifllliror 

. ' 24/7/Lf.4 BCve G<:nor~l of W..il. Gov. , 

" officor j'respOl1sible :ror remDvals from: ,'.' ' 


deposits to LLTO iillIGE. . " 

In Comm,nd of 362 I11f: Diy, 'Wns'rQs~l1Bible ' 
rClIDvnl from MOO:Til.C:irlll:i1~ and cOMcc,fud with 
those from POC't;.IO ~'~ Cb.lANO, poDEIlli Dr 
eta. ' 

lJ)C to ,G<;mcral CillilNER; ~ont to REDXB)rEISTER 
military aide durine rornDvals from POGGIO A', ' 
GAIlINO, POnGRJ~ DI TRlf'I1ll'lO, etc. ' 

Co:rnrrandcr of Inf. Regt. 71 (mot.); rcsp'O £tj.LIU....'" 

far roturn of OLIV):TO dOQosit to FLORImCEI .' , ," 
oonneoted with the o.ttempted thcftof the. 
Cranachs ".Adaml! and tl1voll. ' 

, , 

FLOI::rn:NCE CITY Corrn-naridor. 
" . . 

Offioor in charge of consignment 

whon brought to FLORillNCE. 


Ie 0. t HQ. A:cIT\Y Gl'OUp Seuth-West; lIAG:ElhiANN t s 

superior. 


wrrnan Ambassador to Italy. 

Gcrrnan cc:.tlaul in F:):.O~~crr~ till 191.141 thvn,in 

MILAN. Gave much assistanoe, te tho KUl'lstsClhu 

Vory populur' with It; :lian uutool'itios~' ..' 


Gauleiter of Gau 'NORD TYROL; Ooorstcr Kol1lllli 

of VORtiliPENLf-l,ND. 


Assisto.ntto, R:Q'TGillIi. 
• .•• I.' ,~ • 

Gauleitel' of CARm'rHIA and 0berster Y..omriusoor 

; of~ZIA GIl:LIll.etc • 


Fine Art s Supa r.itit¢:l:lden~ Ul'l.dol:' RAINER. 

In ohargo ofSSstoros at :MERb,NO; sent <;,olleOt ' 
for WOLFF up to ati.STLE OORNSBERG• 
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