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time of the” oampar' “ind, BUro , :
KH) flr‘,t set up un MPAZA organisution Elitmstschutz) to work with ¥
arious National Fine Arts Adninistrations of the occunicd térritorie
and assist thom in the preservation and protection of works of art an
nunents M'a.ms.. war damanc, The sectlon vias conceived entirely “ag d
function of ile Gove and vas thercfore only set up in. ooum,rms undnr
German Mile Gove - France, Belzgium, Serbm, Grt,ece. Holland bru.nrf under
2 olvil adminiscration had no Iuns“c. shutz, The co-ordination of the wholc
was assured by a D:Lmotor-c,cnoml who belonged to OKH. (This vas at firs
Grofl Oui’F«BLTTiuICH and af‘tur 19!4.3 h1° deouty, Dre von LI&SCI{OJITZ)

In Italy no funstachubz was so‘c up un‘til November 1921;’?. Before that
time the Italian Clvil Adninistration functioned unaided and when host:\.llt
began in Italy and Sicily such protoctive measures as werc undertaken ly :
the Germans were the result of the initiative of ‘individual Cormnanders. %
But, as the wer moved north up the Italian poninsula (and especially after .
the Aristice on ucptwfbcr 8th), the German Army Group Commsander (K&SSBL’RB\TG
rcalised that something more organised had to e sct up if larse nunbers
of hisvoric blllldll‘lL,S and movable worfts of art werc not to be irreparably
damaged, lost or destroyeds To this end thercfore the Inbclligencc B:ca.nch
(IC) of 4l shaff of €-in-C, South, was made responsible for initiating .
action and advising on all art:.stlc mbters and a competent officer (uonder
fllhrer HACHMAIT, formerly of the German Higtorical Institute in Rome) .
agpointed to deadl with thems  Meanwhile in Rome the Gernan Imbassy was
showing concurn and Consul MOLLHAUSEN, assistod by Dre HiiS and a young
ert-hisiorian of the S8 Dre SCHIIRRT, took ccrtain locel dction in
com%*tm v vidth the Itelian authoritics for she proper proteciion and
storaie of worlis of art, archives, libraries cto. - A’ uhls time the G«,rman
staff oi'ficcr was responsible for: . R

a) pruv:n.(la.n,u notices to Dr««v\,nt ’ch\, use ol‘ Parious paleces, villas
wlCe b.',’ t: I0PSe A

b} removing works of art fron do.n;;ur. 'J.n the front arcass

ch:cthuluw tnc Hermama Gooring: Division was able, in Octobor 1943, .
to remove of its own tocord, wll the worku of” wrt the valuable librag
L,nd arehives from MONTICASSINO -wnd c&rry them of to SPOLETO., The u}»cus
was offcred ¢ "L the COl]CQthllo were in’ d:u\_,cr of‘ dcstrustmn.

On Octobur Z0th 1933, Dre. von TI,;SCHO’Q»ITZ, Ghen act:mb ‘Dircétor of‘ .
Kunstschuts in the West, was order¢d by OKH to procced Lo HY C-inw-C.Scuth
to ayrange Tow vhe establishmont of an official lum,i:sc}m bz inTtaly.
TINSCHCH TN -11'1'1Vu<‘i on 28/10/43 and, after conforring with -the various’
German and Italion military and civilian bodies conccrned, announced .the
appointment as Dircctor of Profe H.G. IVIRS, of Munich University. Kunste
was csinblished us scotion V6 of German Mile Gove (Mily Verwaltung) in
Italy and c.ne directly under the control of the Beve Generale Disison
Cein=C's stuff was catablishod throu\-,h_}hXGMIN, who was-to carry on .as
beforcs ' ' ’ .

BVIRS arrived in ROME on Novcmbor Zénd 1943 anu OfflClO.llj wok up
an; “»o:mtmgnt .

KEiSTSCIUTZ,_ PHASE I T\Iovcnbor 1943 - Jum 1341_“

HTalT, This was both zxullta.ry o.nd ClVill&l. : u'VL.t{S stabllshed himsel
L in ROME and vorked Wit SCPEIBHRB U.ntll tho lo.t’cor was rocalled’to. BERLD B
in Pobrusry 1944,  Ho docided &t onco to crea‘uc a FLORENCE branch’ OPfio

and wppointed Prof. ILJYDEIRAICI’ Dlruetor of the Gurnarx Art Hlstorz.o
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‘vaotootmn a.nd mpair of builchngs ‘and momxm;nts, wor}":mg in conjmofib‘ Wi
with the Italian Soprintendonza ond, the Orgenisation TODT (for bui
materlals) was crtrusted to Dre Herbert SI.EZBEE&ITNER, also of the Ge‘_
Historical Institute in momr;cn. Coee

"Ste.nda.rtenf‘&hrer Prof. Dr. Alcxander MGSDORFF of the’ Publloatlona 3
Department of the Prussian Statc Museums, Three sdditioml mambers of the
staff werc then recruited: Hptmn ZOBEL, %o ‘deal with routine office admini“‘b
tion; M.V.R. Prof. REIDEEISTHR, of the Far Eastern Department of the
Prussion State Museums; and Dr. Leo. BRUHNS, E:Lrector of‘ the Biblioteca
Hertz:nmm in ROME.

* With the cxception of E\TI}RS (who stayed in aoz\m) all thc persomncl was '
"in E'LOMBNCT , . ‘ . o

i

-’.Acmrvmms.

" e Plac:nnb of Protectcd Monuxguﬁt notmes.,

Prctective Meosures f‘c‘;r buildj;ngs, works o‘f art, and archives.

| Assmstmg Itala.uns to rcpa.s.r war aamage to higtoric bullalngs.

}Lss:.st:\.nr* Itallans to brmg bo.ck works of ar’ from :Lsola.ted depos:.‘bs
in the countryside, wherc the war risks were preater, o®fixcd: plaoes
- ROME and FLORE}I\ICT‘ « which had becn. declared "open c:.tma".

Nothmg need be said in dotail of ] 3, for :.t nust be grmted that,
on the protcctive side, the Kunstschutz worked hard and achieved very .good
results. At the same time, much valuable work was donc. by HAGIHANN, at
the military e¢nd, who was able to procure LT and petrol (the Ku.nstschutz
bhad none of its own) and also to advige the C-in-C on' the abandonment: or
de-militarisation of certain toims of primo artistic’ :unportanco such as
SIENA, A“‘“ISI FLORRNCE ctm :

'.I.'l’}.c tremsfer of doposn.ts howwcr, is another story. During his stay in
It&ly in 1945 TIESCHOWITZ made an offa.c,:ml agreement with the Italien
authoritics on the conditions under which those works of art which had boen
evaouated to th;, oomtry woulo. be rctu,rned w:.th Germoan ai;d. > In cddition to -

"‘Ghmse worl»s of‘ art whloh we owe 4o the ffenlus of the It».llan nation are

to be roturncd to the open cities of ROME and FLOAENCE vhere th«,y can be
protected from torru—bo.hing and safcly presorved for Europe." This work

was to be widoylaken in afreenent with the PADUA govurmﬁunt and in the

closest co-operation with the Italion Soprintendenzui = “he idea was to

place the works of art temporarily under Vatican protection, a neutral

povier which controlled & number of suitable: storage places throquut the

f length of Italye At the ROME. ¢nd ruch was achieved and innumerablc transfers:
were made from places such as GENNAZZANO, VIPERBO, VILLETRI, TARQUINIA, TUSCA=
NI1i, CIVITA CASTELLANA, -URBINO, GAFTA, OSTIA ctcs - In a.&chf;n.on, deposits of
“works of art from Romaid Phurches and museums such as the Musco Pal&t:mo or

the Galleria Borghesc werc oll ’brought gsafely into to the Clw beforc its . .
capture by the Allics on June hth, 1944. At the FLOIENCE ond only a ccrtain
number’ of deposits were returncd {somc: orily in part) such as SCARPERIA,. SI’RMQ
-BARBERINO DI MUGELLO, CAFAGGIOLO, eto, The sculpture which was stored in-;

the disused rallway-turmcl at INCISA was also rcturned in great haste, on
spec:ml orders from KESSELRING, who needed to rcusc the "m.mncl because the
“new line had bucn destroydd by bombardmont.  Similarly the deposit at SMIT@EATQ
was roturned bocause tho Germans wished to use the villa as their Gemral '
In all thesc operations, lack of ML wag the main’ obstacleo

MON’I:DCASSIIIO. One opomtmn, however, merits sp@o:.al attentlon as a.n-
‘example of Aunstschutz procedurc: namely the transfor of the MONTECASSING
deposit to RCGME, This, as" elready  atat ed,--f‘had been. taken by ‘the’ Hcrmann\
“Gocr.mg DJ.v:Lsmn of lts own-accord: to-:SPOLETO fforts:were’ thon md:a Wy
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or’caﬁe of tva.nsport was made. ari exouse 'ffo:c keeplng’thq "ollectl n

IETO, pernission was severel times refused for Italian Supermtezmﬂen

make an inspection and all. enquimes were met with the answer that %
-‘D:.\rlslon alone was responsible for the safety of the objeats. Never

“Lte SCHEIRERT and Dre. DEICHMANN of the German Archacolog,lcal Inst:.tute
“ROME, succceded in. being allowed to visit the deposit (though ot o, mvea
‘the cases) vhich was in the Division's roar HQ afi=. ‘
SN
Vllla. Colle-Fcrreto ), nea.r SPOIETO . , )

~end 'EEIGH}IANH reports tha’c those uhmh hc inspeoted appeared at ‘ch&t t
" to be properly scaleds, In conjunction w:Lth the Italians, the problem o
the MINTECASSINO collections vwas the first one with which TIESCHOWITZ ha
to concern himself after his arrival in ROME (October 43). By ‘the time
EVERS arrived the Division had begun to relent.  On Deceiber 8th the

first consiggmont arrived in ROME end was handed over with considerable
ceremony to the Vatican authorities at the Castel S. Angelo, On Jamuary
Lth a socond consimment wos brought to the Palazzo Venczia. On both oc
casions ZVIARS vwas present and made a speech, yet he took no step to find
out. what was contained in the cases; nor to discover the correct number,
“nor to check whether the right amount had been handed over by the Divisis
EVERS claims still that he had no%t the power, even as head of the Kunstchud
to question or issue orders to the Goer:mg Divisione He further maintains:
~ that he was quite unaware thot 15 cases of works of art were missing, that
" 'this was not reported to him until much later, ond that tho first he heakrd
of it was from the Allied radio : efter the fall of RAME, but that as mentio;
was made therc of 187 cases and as he had seen over 600 arrive he disnlsse
the story. EVERS states that he never heard that, to oxglaln the missing
. oases which had becn detected by the Italian authorities working from the
original NAPLES invontorics; the German officer in charge of the- transport
" steted that two lorries had not arrived because of machine=gun fire en
‘route, that as a result of this the Ital:.an guards wmted up all muht to
receive them , and that the twa lorries never arrived.

IWiRS hes also stated that, subseqwntly, hc heard ’chat the missing cases.
- were at KESSELRTNGYs HGQ at MONTE- SORACTE, thet he wrote to male cnguiries:
“about thun and was told that it was no- busmess of h:Ls. W:Lth tha.*t; reply
IVIRS vas content.

Three nanes have ‘boc,n gven of offmers of‘ the ,-ormamz Goerlng, Dn.vn.aion
who were comiected with the rerovel .of. thq works of artie

O’oerstl‘b. BOBROWSKI
. SCHLEGEL -
Major - RAHLS

LAST DAYS, After the fall of QOME'., and wﬁ;h the front mo\afm0 ever olose
towards FLORENGE, conferences werée held between LANGSDORET, HEYDENREICH ‘and,
POCGI (the Supcrintendent of FLORENCE) and it was decided that, owing to-
the danger from fighter-bombers, no further removals should be made from.
outlying deposits back into the citye Then, on Jme 19th, Kunstschutz was
ordered to leave FLORINCE with thé rest of the German Mil. Gove Branches..
established there, But before leaving, LANGSDORFF addresscd a forewell:
letter to POGGI which contains certain phrases which, in view of uubsequen“b.
' events, arc of significance. | Thus the letter begins: YAt this moment when
T have to lcave FIORENCZ and when the work to which I devoted 2ll my -

" energies, nomely the protection of works of art, is completed, I feel,
m*oelled, from the bottom of my heo.rt, to say frmewell to you." And :Ln
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e It is ’chx:,rc,fore cle&r (and conflrmcd by mterrogatlon), whon MJ\IGSDO
and. his staff movoa north on Juno 19th 19&14., that

' B ’cho Kuastsclmt" oonsmcrcd tholr work in Tusoany ovor.

~ be mo f‘\mthcr Ffl.orontlm dcpos:Lts wcrc ‘co 'be movod.
2 .
r»glon.

I’c is also cvident, both from docwncnts and conversatlon, thet tno
Germang had already bo;;un to worry about Allicd broadcosts on tho subjeot
of their troatment of works of arts Kunstschutz folt itsclf wnjustly
accuged and LANGSDORFF hold his first press conference at the cnd of Maye
Furthermore, in his farcwell letter to POGCT he comiends himself and the '
work of the Bunstachutz to Prof. Woolloy, whon ho bullOVOS to bo his
Allicd opposite members

ART PURCHASES, Kunstschutz was supposed to look out for works of art
in Italy which Gurman museuns mirht wish to acquire. Apparently the only’
- tronsaction which took place was the purchase by EVERS of a picture by

TEUERBACH from Dre VENEZIANO in ROMZD for Lire 200,000, for the ExDISCI{B
KUMSTHALLE in thLSRUHL‘ ,

- KUNSTSCHUTZ, PHASE} 17 : Junc = Sc;gtombcr 19%—-

STAFF. Restricted by the so-called Green Line; Kmstsohu’cz was first
established on a rcgloml bnsm 15 follows'—- ' ;

VECRONA: (HQ German Mnl. Gove } - LANGSDORF.E‘, L*ms, and ZOBEL

VENICE o.nd PA.DU&. }mYDH*TRI}ICH and Dre L&HMIN-BRO%US of the
' B:Lbllotcca Herz:.am, o nev recruit.

Meanwhile mmsma, BRUHNS and LANG wore sent off on tours round
the various villas and p&laces of EIMILIA and LOMBARDY posting "}?rotcctecl
Monumcnt"” noticcs (23/6/&1{. 5/7/1;4 a.nd 9/7/1#1- - 21&/7/144) :

In July & new tcrrltorlal d:.v:.s:Lon wa.g m&de'-

MILAN vas, LANG and }mmmmﬁ (for LOMBARDY and Pﬁ:DMONT)

EERGAMO: (HQ Gorman Mily Gov.) - mmsnomm, Rummxm ond ZOEEL ‘_

’ 'V“ENIC‘I} ond PILDUA. IJHVLM—BROCKIMUS (for IMILIA '*nd Lu TR VENBZ]E
o also llal.;on to Itu.llan Fmsclst Govt.) -

Dr. snm&ﬂhm was availoble throu[,h Q. T. at SII%LIIONL. bDF }LxGMIN
rc,mame&, as "bx,f‘oro, at HO.. Coin=C SOU.‘Lh"‘WL»St. :

v

AREA OF RISPONS IBILITY. Two ZoNnecs of Itallan tcrmtory lay complcto‘.ly
outsidc the centrol of the Kugstschutz inasmuch as they were not o.dnmlste
umder Geérman Mil. Gove bu‘t formcd a tierO'b part oi‘ the 'zdjolnlnu x«.uutria

A.-Gau. Thcsc WEres=" " S o ‘ : , .

1e  The *)rov:mcos of BOLZANO and TBI}\ITO, Whlch were under Gaulo:.’cer
T HOFLR and formod part of CGau TIROL {lmown also as voxammb)

,
e

' c@wimmr
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. : . In’those areas, whlch the Gaulelt : ; O
’ ; quiss&r (Oberster If’oxmmssar) ’ the F Arts admnistra-tmn saa.s :l.n the

: gg ‘Dre J. RINGLIR, former Dlrector of tho TINSBRUCK Musem and his-
asol‘aant Dre Ellon H&ITIEL 3 Dre I"IUTELR was archlva.l 2aviscrs' .

bs Dr, FRODL, Consa,rvator of Monwnents for KARBITHIA, ond his as-
' sigtant Frau Lrika HANFSTAENGL,

- KCTIVITIES. - In sddition to thoir other aot:w:Lt:Los the follow:.no were |
.assa.gn(,d a3 inportant new tasks:- ‘

:‘x

Traxmi‘c,r of works of a.rt from various placc,s a.len'f ‘hhe VI4 JMILIA
to ’bl‘lu mw deso s:n.*b on, ISOLA E,IDIA. ,

The initintion of protoctlve measures for gone of the mre mportant
buildings anl monuments (srmEmeiinr)

The croation of an oxtensive ?dhotographio archive of objcots and
buildings not previously photographod, with a comparative sectlon
(dcubned to help (d) below) showing buildings before and after
danngee (fmnmmlcn and LIH.;JW~BROCKHAUS), ' .

A study of the foreimm p;'c.ss and.a ca.mm:.ffn of rebuttal aﬂams‘b

A11icd accugctions of aastructlon and lootmg. (IEYD:&TRBICH :lmd
LANGSDOREF ) o :

5

ge The bu*:.n. dng of an mpor tant depos:.t m VJILTI(IE. (mﬁ;ml\ﬁ!—EROCK}mUS)-.;

TRANSFER OF IELO GITING DEPOSITS. At the beginning of J uly ncither
Kunstschutz nor Army Group was in possession of e full list of the deposits '
around FLOREICE which had not becn brought baock into the City. Nor had
LANGSDORFF agreed with tho Army .roup any policy as to how military units
would doal with them if unearthed during the phasc. of the fighting around
FLORENCE. It was of its owh accord; thorefore, that Army Group, at the

beginning of July issued an ordcr to all Gcrman rulltary um.ts under J.ts
command, ,1&1struct1ng thgm* » -

|

i) to notlﬁ at onoe to AG all danosn.ts found;
ii) not to recmove the contents to seme place of fheir owng

iii) if cvecuation of o deposit was neoessary, ’co himci over the. contents
‘ to the eccxlesm.stml authoritics,

At the sams timc agiication was made to FLORENCE CITY Oomnancler to obtam A
from the Italians a list of the romaining depositss This list was forwarded
to AG (end to Beve Goneral for: :mfa.) on July 15th with indications of whch
worc the most urgent to cvacua’ce, but sto.tlng that they should cone- to
'FLORIMCE., o e

The first incident occuwrred on J uly L;.th, when Col. METZNER, - FLORLNCE CITY
Commondor, sent for POGGI ond told him that, in view of the Janger from: shell
‘fire, the contents of the decposit at the Villa Bossi=Pucci at MATAGNANA -
(pictures from ths Pitti and Uffizi) had to Ye taken north of the Apchnines
POGGI protested that this action was unt:l.rely contrary to the agreement ma
- with LANGSDORFF only two wecks: previously and that if the works of art hagd
“to bé moved then they should come back to FLORENCE., POGCI then oalled on.'s
WOLF, the Gc,rmn Con,'iul, and askecl h1m to. mtervene, and was su'bs«,quently'_'
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- 'Bub a8 nelther of those prelates was propc.
:’mformed o:f‘ thc smtuatxon a.nd both wera . afra.ld of [ome Gomz trn.ok

On hearmg abou‘b MON’“AGNANA POCGI asl O]'.E‘mo send for IuXNGSDO’{FF,
who arrived in FLORENCE fron VIRONA (acconpa.mo& by ZOBEL) at L aede on-
July 1?th. Latc,r 11’1 the morning. LANGSDORFF oallcd on POGGI and was told'—-

v

(1) thot a'b 8 aelle on the prev1ous nornmg a German unit (Inf. Regt.

’ 71 (10t )) had brought back to FLORIICE and handed over to the
Dircotor of the Pitti Gallery theg more important items from
the deposit at Castello Guicclardini at OLIVETO. The German
officur in charge was Cols von HOFFMAMNY; '

(11) - that two important pictures by Cranach, "Adan" and "ive!, were !

missing from this transport;
( i ) th&t the vorks from MONTAGANA should be brou.ght beck r:.rrht

-away to FLORENCE and. that .he, PO3GI, did not wish any furtherv
evaouatlon of degos:.i:s made. '

LANGSDORFF asixed for a memorandum on: the matter and sald that he would

make himself personally resnonsn.ble for the immediate. recturn of. the two
Crenachs to FLORENCE: That evening LANGSDORFF and ZOBil drove out. ta

visit Infe Rege 71, commanded by Col. KRUGER, at OLIVETO  and to find the’
Cranachs, There were & number of 'pictures 5111l left in the Castello,

and these were removed to the ccllars for greater safety.. The Cranachs,

it was discovered, had been scparated from the rest because thicy were
"Germanic art" and could not be cxposed to.the danger of buing roturned

to TLORENCE, thoush LANGSDORFF admitted that it was ‘the Regte's.intention

to tale them:to GERMANY. . After 'some disoussion, apparently, LANGSDORFY
secured possession-of the picturces from Oblte FELDHUSEN and gaic the S
 regiment arrcocipt for "two undamaged picturcsy: "Adam. end "Eve"; by Lukas ’ .
" Cranach wh:!.ch are to be  taken to Germany by the undovs:Lgmcd. MV Abtg Chefo
LANGSDORFF." The pictures worc then placed in an ambulance and driven back
to FLOREMCE, where they were -temporarily-placed in LANGS SDORFF!s “roofizin .
the Hotel Excclsiore. . POGGI mcanwhile was Onlj :.nformodi by LANGSDORFT" that
“he was on the track of the Cranachs.

On July- 18th wmsmw conforred w:.th various mn.l.Ltary authorltn.cs in .
the FLORENCE region and made up his mind that the deposits should be rcmoved
to the north by thc Gcrmans, vhethor the Itelians concurred or not. He
formwlatcd this policy in’ sa.gnal to . M:LZL. Gov,e stating: "Some art deposits.
in villas in countryside are now' in range of artillery fire. A fortnight
ago when I had acquired a lorry to bring the contents back to FLORENCE, the
Italian Superintendonts asked me to rofirain from doing so- because of the
danger from acrial attacks. ~Am taking in hand Jmmedintely supervision and
dircotion of evacuation mecasures by our own troops eeses Plcase inform
HOCHSTE SS und Poliuveiflthrer OGF WOLFF and Prof. AVERS." POGGI was neither
consulted nor informed and when, on the evening July 19th,; he took round
the memorandum which had been csked for to the Iixcclsior Hotel, he found
that LANGSDORYF had already lefit. ZOBZEL and LAUGSDORTF took the two .
Cranachs and devosited them in VIRONA, then went to the German Eneassy a'b
FASAI\IO, whc,ro they remaincd Lmtll July 23rd.

. It was dmr.:.nu thesce, few days ab FASANO that IANGSDOuFP had an :Lntcrvmw
with 8§ General WOLFT. - dhxt LANGSDORFF said is not absolutcly certain, but .
as a result the motter vas redrred directly to HIQLIR and Géne | OLFF then
issued a special order to' LANGSDORFF. to "go and roemove whatever could bo _
saved of tho a,nd&nrfcrcd works .of art belonging to the Uffizi and the Palaze.
zo Pitti in FLORENCE." Morcover an adoquatc quantity of MT was placod at

- L&UG\DDOW’S disposal by General WOLFF to carry out thls opornt:.ong
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lmt th.Ls could not be done ana. in fa.o'b now‘:hln0 haps: :enca, Na cxplamf”
f Col. Bumes;mﬁ's orders could be. &scovered and LANGSDORFF prctcnded‘

n POGGI ’co mf’om him of his missions LnNG'SDORFF annoxmccd that he hac“!.
ound the two Cranachs but would not say vhere they werge POGGI affirms-
hat at this mecting the question of evacuatlng the dopo‘slts was again
stily discussed, thot he told ‘LANGSDORFF that the dcposit at DICOMANO. wa.a
the one in most immediatc danger and that if it had been dLClded to move
it thon the contents (antique and medieval sculpture), must be brought badk ;
'to TLORENCE. This instruction was completely ignored, quI\IGSDQRFF went rlg,h‘b
: *a.way to DICOLANO, loaded 26 cascs of sculpture on to his trucks and, without
informing POGGI, sct out with them on the night of July 30th. for VEROMA,-
where they arrived on August 4th., It was during this return journey- that
. LANGSDORFF first went to MiRANO to inspect the picturcg from MONTAGHANA. -
(Here hc found that the German officcr in charge was in contact with the
" Itolians (ZmZE’I.‘.'[TI) who vicre proparing to take over the colleotlom) . After
the cvent the Germans now claim that the Church of S. Onofrio at DIOOMANO
“was in secrious danger from bombing, that it was the only building left
" standing in the village, that the custodian had fled and that it vas far
too dangcrous to think of taking the works of art back to TLORENCZ. In .
considering these excuses it is important to realise that the :thmmtan'bs -
of DICOLLIMO had all been driven aviay by the Germans and that, apart from
bomb damage, the village had been heavily mined and blown up by the Germns
and that the survival of the church was probably not so miraculous as they
would have it appears Moreover the wholc operation was hastily improvised |
and instead of taking the sculpture, as onc would have expeotcd, to the
new deposits on the BORROI»fDLN ISIAI@S, LANG»&DORFF took it d:.reot o Gcno :
,Wolff's HQ. . o D o '

-

, -

¥hilec I_ANGSDORI‘I‘ had been ‘chus; engaged, the Itallang, in: ‘thc form of ,
BIGCITI, Fasoist Minister ®or Eduwation, and Prof. Carlo’ NTI, his’ D:Lrooto
[ General of Fine Arts,- had been busying themselves try:x.ng to arvange for
the transport of the works of art from MARANO to the new deposit (which
ANTI had just visited) on the BOXZOMEAN ISLANDS. On Jily 26th ANTI wro‘be
from PaDUs to the Superintendent of the Gallc.ry at MODENA informing him of*
the deposit at MARMNO and asking him to get in touch with Kunstschutz ofi‘ice
in MILAY and also the Superintendent there (PACCHIOWI) to instruot them (as
being locally responsible) to supervisd  the transfer of ‘the works of art
to the BOR0MEAI ISLANDS. . On July 27th. LaIGSDORPF was notified by ANTT
 that he was sending Profe Renato. BARTOCCINI and Profs Pietro ZiFETTI (from.’
_the nearby deposit at ‘GUIGLILL) to teke over the pictures at MARANO -end - -
attend to their transfer, and on July 31st o report on their. condition ving-
handed by -BiARTOCCINI to BICGINI (that is to say, the day bOfOl'u LaNGSDORFF
come to M.RANO). In uddition to this Profe BARTOCCTII visitcd LuNGSDORFR!s
s officc -in BIRGIMO between August 3rd and 5th with instructions from the.
Ialian Govte to ' demnd the immodiate resti tution to the Italion Supormtendc
‘of the colloctions which had buen moveds In LOIGSDORTF!s abscnce, ZOBEL was
in chorge and received a memorandum which he duly commnicated to his -
" superior. LANGSDOHFT was therefore in no.doubt about the wishes of the*
Italians vhen he reported to S8 Gencral WOLFF on dugust 5th and asked for .
d:.rcct;xons about vhorc to store the works of art, It was, moreover, not
 orily gossmle but relatively safe to. transport the .collection either to
VIZiTC3 or to the BOR:OMBAN ISLANDS, and the writ of I\unstschutz ran in both:
{{vloces,  But General WOLFF, who mokes no secret of his dislike and distrus:
of tho Italiens, speclally of thc Noo-Fason.st Gov»rnmc,nt, and who claims. :
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ha't he was saving important ard. treasures both for I’.‘IJAIX and the world fice e
scided that they should.remain entirely ‘imder Geérmen Control,. He iy
‘therefore telephoned to Gauleiter HOFER at -BOLZANO a.nd informed h:zm ‘bhabv
he wanted storage accomodation in Gau SOUTH TYROL. HOFER suggested the
| OCHSENKOPF and WOLFF agrecd. WOLFF was fully aware that this was @~ .-
ftentamoint to sending them into. Reich territory because HOTFER was & sort
of unorowned king in his own Gau and refused to admit any Italians; but
General WOLFF claims that the pictures were still on Italian tcrmtory,
that he stipulated with HOFER that hé retained full control and that if .
it had ever come to a show=~down, he was certain of bemg ablc $o. defeat -
, Besides, he did not want to have' them stored near the Swiss .
:frontier f‘or ‘fear lest MUSSOLINI might send gome of them over the frontia_

It is clear that at this conforcnce the fo.tc: of all the Tuscan de-:»osu.ts
was scttled ond that, despite the allied capture of FLORENCE, which lasted
from August 4th = 11th, it was decided to risk everything (1ncludang tho i

o precious works of art) in ordor to get them into German possossion. It is ;

o |'perhaps no mere coincidence that, almost simultancously in FRANCE the 88
® imade cvery effort on orders from HIMMLER to remove the BAYEUX tapestry from .

the Louvre to GERMANY, while in BELGIUM they suoceeded in rgmov:mg from ..
1 BRUGES Cathedrsl a large sculpturc by Midlelangelo and 1k important pamtmngs
gIn aocordence with General WOLFF's docision, theroforc, REITEMEISTER took .
{‘the DICOMANO- consignment up to BOLZANO on August 7th, while LANGSDORFF oand .
YZOBEL went first to MATANO, to arrange for the removal of the, MONTAGVANA
*colleotmon, and then to POGGIO A GAJ’_ANO, the mo st mporta.nt deoosit remedne-
’n.ng, to sce about evacuating that.

: On orrival a'b 'BOLZANO REIDEMJISTER presentcd hlm.aalf to the Gaulclter

' and told him that the OCHSENKOPF wias “quite unsuitable as it was.very damp

| and also thc main ammunition dump.. The Gauleiter therefore said that the
thmgs should be taken to INNSBRUCK or BAVARIA, to wh:t.oh REITEMEISTER .
replied that he would first have to obtain the consent of General WOLFF.
HOFER then told: RLIDHJ‘J}ISTER to get in touch with Dre- RINGLLER and secleot
suitable other accomodation in Gau SOUTH TYROL. During tho next two days
(Au.gust 9th and 10th) those two. toured the arca and f:.nslly seloctea'-

El) a disused gaol ot 'S, LECNARDO
ii) Schloss NEUMEIANS, ot CAMFO TURES,

: both of them remote villages on the Way up to thc BRENNER Pass. .Possibly -
{ the cxtensive storage space selected is a good indication of the quantity
' of works which REIIEMEISTER expected to dore.. RINGLER's only responsibility
tin the matter was to give toechnical assistance, and it must be granted that
the places scleoted werc thovoughly suitable for storing works of art. On
August 11th REIDIAMEISTER $ook the works from, DIGOMANO up to their new
home at CAMPO TU.LES,

hmc@om (with zom) mua.nwhlle went first to MARANO, and then can.ea‘
on Gencral GREINER at his HR. in BADI (Poretta Pass) to inform him of
Goneral WOLFF's order and to ask him to kecp Kunstschutz informed of the :
possibility of cvacunting tho romaining depositse On the same doy (August
8th) LANGSDORFF went on to inspoot the deposit in the Villa Medici at
POGGIO A CAIANO with the Genoral's A.D.C., onc Lt, WAWROWETZ: But the
artillery firc is said to have been such that they reslised there was no :
possibility of cvacuating the deposit’ then and deoided towit for a qu:.e'ber
period when they would return. On August - 9th IudIGSDOQFF was back at MA=.
“RANO supervising thé loading of the pictures ard on the- evening of A.ugus‘b
’lOth, again without informing the Italmn.s whom he knew to be aotlvely



http:LANGSrx:m.FF
http:11(iffiporttl.nt
http:nnvIT.LER.to
http:piotU+'eswo~st:i.ll

Reproduced from the holdings of
the Gallery Archives,
National Gallefy of Art.

'ugust 15th :Lt was O.cmded ‘that. REIMIS‘ER should be- att&chod tcmpora 31y
to the staff of the Military Commander of BOLOGNA (where -he. arrived Augus:
‘7th) , 850 as to be nearer %o the fighting troops and moyc casily avanla» 1
or arvanging rcmovalse. On August 19th RJJD)EMEISTBR received the. f‘ollow )
‘gignal from General GREINER: "On the occasion of a visit to onc of my uni
have luarnt ‘chat removal of” the art treasures from POGGIO A GA.IANO woul

for s.uvcral dq;s. : Su.ggc, st you attumpt the. cvacu.a:b:l.c;n of thesc )roc:x.ou.s art
treasures," On August 20th hc vas ot Goneral GREINDR'S H.., vherc Lte. . -
WAWROWETZ was assigned to him as spocicl aides  They huriied off to POGGIO
‘A CAIANO, which they Tound had been olaood .under Papal protection since :
July 29th and was full of rc,fugc:os as well as works of art, But, &ccord;mg
‘to REIDEMEISITR, Papal protection was of #ig avail against artillery or .the
Anglo=Americens, Then they went on to PODERE di TRAFI4NO, to a villa whlob.
wes being uscd as HQ. by Regte. 1060, Therc werc a nunber of pictures -
stored here, which had becn moved from the cellars to the upper floors by
the soldiers in setting up the Iy, RITEMEISTR identificd the pictures

as being from the collcction of the Florentine art dealey and collector Cone
1 te CONTIII and ordercd their cvacuntion. The R::gt. then moved them to- Lu
' ROCCHTT. 1, {IOIn (2 lorry=loads: l;l chtu.ros)

. On uufvudc 22nd ROIDIMEISTER rctu.rncd £5 POGGIO A GI IANO with an :Lntcrpreﬁo‘
. t0 ncgotiate with the pricst in charge. The priest, who had no means of ’
v:prcv(,ntmu the rc.mqval, requosted:- mo———

as & 115‘1; of the ca »ses rcmoved, properly s:.gned and stamped Wlth the
unit gtampe

be that the Bishop of BOLOGIA be i.nf‘ormed.

O« that the VATICAN be :.nformed, sinoe toe cdnten’cs vere under Papal
prctectmn. ‘

REIDEMEISTER paid no attention to those requeats and merely reforred the
matter to LuNGSDORFF for aotion in an offiocial report on September zZnde
- On August 23rd three lorries provided by Generol GREINZR were loaded wiith
30 oascs and sent to BOLOGNA., whore tho work‘., of art were temporarily
ae: 30511,0& in the Agoodemiae It is a our:Lou.s and- inexpliocable faot that,. a.t -
tho very momcnt when the contents of this ville were being removed, the
Gcrm&n radio was brondcasting an official anmanncement: to the Allied Com=
mand oon.cc,mn,m,r this art-dcposzt statmg that, in’ ‘order o avoid dostruo‘clo‘
thore arc.no Corman. troops cither in the.Villa Medicca or 'its surrounding
and that this area neither has® beon nor’ will be used: for military .purposese
Anilo=American authorities w:Lll Lhorefore heve to bear the full responsibilds:
if they should cuxpose these treasures to, dangers: resikting from mll:.’ca.zy
operatn.ons. “On uuf’ust 24th Rl‘DmﬁI[SEZER returned to BOLOGNA to organise
the convoy to the norths ~While therc he discovéred that 305 Infs Dive had-
r’ of ths.‘ll‘ oW accord L,vaxcuatud 'cho contcnts of two o;.m,r rlunoelts‘-‘

"

PR

N . V:Llla BOCCI in SOCI (5 1or1y-1oads, 1‘8 *ncturos)
and : Castollo POPPI, neax BJ:BBIIM (8. 1o-~yy- ;
t v oascs of sculpture),
~.:_.-.-nr

“yihich had’ bwn taken *Lo Lhe, nulghbowhood of‘ PORLI'
them (on Au"ust 28th) a.nd ordered” tha,lr removal too to ﬁho Nor'bh.
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POG rIO. Desplte tho protests of thoi Ital:w.n mpomntenden‘c w5 ° had o'f
f:com ANTI to seénd everything to ‘the Royal Villa at STRY, REIDEMEISTER-
“panged for the neoc ssary transport to the north to be supplied by HQe" A1

and 10th Armics rospectlvoly. The chronology of the tro.nsi‘er to the north Hat
1s os 1ollows

. 2?/8/44 5 lorrics go from BOLOGNA "bo VVRQNA (POG(‘ 10 things)s ’
28/8/1), 70BEL gocs from EERGAMO to VERONA ond takes over csoort of tho
. 5 lorrics to’ BOLmXNO. .
29/8/LL.  Arrival in BOLZ:NO« ZGBEL also brlnc,s thc o Cranachs in a.n.
L ambulanoc, '
30/6/bh  Issuc of petrol suspcndod by the Gcman AI‘)TW “The convoy is
stuck in BOLZANQe, : '
. 31/8/4y Despatch of 11 lorries from FORLI‘ to BOLZANO by 10th Army
: * (POPPI and SOCI things)e - -
. 2/9/lh 5 more lorries despatched from BOLOGNA (POCGDand CONTINI) e
3/9/1@;. They arrive in BOLZ&NO.' ZOBEL secures a special grant. of petrol
Ten. lorry-loads sent up to CAMPO TURES. \
One more, lorry=load arrives in BOLAANO. The two Cranachs sent
© 50 .Se LiiONARDO .

Five more lorry-loaés sent up to CAMPO TURSS ( PINALLY and POGGIO)

; Comple‘blon of this, opera’clon the Germans had five de*aosm’cs of .

. Italian state=-owned works of art and two large nr:nrate collections (GONTINI
"and, FINALLY) under thclr absolute control. :
. LANGSDORTF, who had bc,on dlrcctlng this operat:z.on f‘rom his BERGukO of--
ff‘lce, had bwn largcly emnloyed deal:mg with the Itallan protcs‘cs. On

; and demanded. ‘that a nrotest be made throug,h the German Enbassy. On August

. 12th tho' Supurintendent at BOLOGNA was informed of certain places along
every vossible route which were the official Itslian collcoting points for.
works of art; the Royal Palaces at MANTUA, MILAN, and STRA etc, On August
2Lth the Itallan Foreign Minister made his first protest to Ambassador

RaHN. On August 25th a letter was sent to LANGSDORFF demanding restitution
‘and proposing the transfer of all the colleotions to the Italiun: deposit

"at SONDALO. . On August 28th ANTI received a letter (written August 22nd)

" from LANGSDORFF stating that "on orders from higher authority" the works

of art had been taken into the ALTO ADIGE (Gau SOUTH TYROL)e But on the
same day hé received a letter. (written iugust 24th) from his Suporintendent

ot BOLOGNA stat:mg “the. correct location of thc German deposits (hc must havo .
got this information from REIIEMEISTER) and announcing the arrival of 110 /
further cases from Tosgana which are being sent northe On August 30th ANTI
telegraphed to the BOLOGNA Superintendent that everything from TOSCAMA was

to be sont to the Royal Villa at STRA, but REITEMEISTER refused to heed ony
such order, saying that he had to carry out LANGSDORI‘I'"S orders and thetb

the Italian Ministry of Education had been informeds By the first week in
September the Itallans realised that they worc powerless to oppose LANGSDORFF*
| high~honded behaviour as thoy had praotically no pctrol or means of

\trans portation of their own. T a personal letter from Minister BIGGINI

on Septamber 6th LuNGSDORFF replied that conditions at S, LEONARDO and

‘not safe, Finally, on Scptcmber 1 Sth, BICGTII received an official comunioa=
,tlon from HITLER through Ambassador RAHN stating that the works of art from '
ithe Tuscan deposits had been taken into the LLTO ADIGE simply beocause they

were safer therc than clsewhere and that whatever happened the integrity of
Ital:.'xn State Coll\,ct:l.ons would b resmcctod.

E ;‘CMVEE’O TURES were cxcullent, and that SONDALO (the Italian sugg gestion) wos
i

PRIVATL”COILECTIONS. " The Germa.ns did not concern th«,ms\,lvcs in Italy as
¢lsewhere with the expropriation of Jewish collcctions. Nevertheless in -
grll/May 192+J+ some attempts were mde 'by the S8 author:x.tles to havo ‘cwo

- -
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Florentme c.olleotmons se.z.zed, those' ofﬂ dr Bernard BERE\TSON ¥l
Gha.;;'les LOLSL’R In both cases the matter was referred ‘co the Kunstsoh

(1) FOVALLY, This oollectlon flggures in the docunnnts as belonumg &
Tthe Jewish American art-dealer PINALLY-ACTON", or somet e
FIHALLY-LANDAU, and vas removed from the VILIA PIALLY (ex
LANDAG) Via Bolognese 126, FLORENC=. . Therc is here a German..
contusion, for the collecblon belongs to a French banker (recen’c*
duceased) called FPTDLLY and has nothing to do with the collectior

- of ACTON (an Znglish avt-deelcr) resident in the same street, - !
c,xccpt that certain objects from the FINALLY collection wero hide
den in the ccllars of the Villa ACTON, - The collection was seized:
by a Germen parachute unit of the TRETTNER Division between July
19th and August 4th, 1914.1;4. “The two offiocrs responsible are said
to have beinis K s o o

IMB.J. OSLOFF (who l:Lvea in the Villa Acton)
Hptmn AECKERTuMUHER (who llved in the Villa Flnally)

There is no rcoord of the. movements of the colleotion \m‘bll it

turncd up at the Palazzo Ducale, BOLZANO (General WOLFF's :
residence) on August kth, whecre each object. was photographed and

the vhole signed for by Wachiameister HAASE,. General WOLFF's -major-:
domo. On the General's instruotions it was taken over by Kunstschutz
and removed to CAMPO TURES (Scptember 7th), where it was stored

in a scparatc locked room. It was fully catalogued by Dr. RINGLER
and Prof. BRUINS on August 25th and the details sent to General =~ |
WOLFF. The Gencral could offer no. oxpianatmn as to why this col-
lootion. was in hlo possesslon.

(2) CONT}NI. As rcmfrted’ a’bove, 1thiscolleotioh was mmﬂ.}véd' from a
~private deposit at POLERE DI TREFIANO and no attempt was made to':
m:f’orm thc owner, clther bpi‘orc or. afuerWards. '.Ehe mestsohutz

had sold- scvcral p:z_ctu.res to h:m. Thcy also 1cnow that thz. cql--
lection had been bequcathed to tho Ital:z_an (Fasclst) Stateo
(5) BOURBON—PANEA.: This oolleotlon was. rcmovod from the Castlc of‘ the
' DuLc of EOU’%BON-PARILA by the 16th SS Panzcr Division &nd was X

in Castlu DORNSBERG (a’bovc MIRANO) anothex of’ his recs :denocs.
HOALIR scems to have shown an intereést in the colleotion and’
o have ordercd its removel to’ WEWELSBURG (in GERMAIY), a :
request which was refused owing the lack of trensporter: Genera.l
WOLFF- could not cxplaln thc pres\,noc of this collectlon elthcv

IRMANIO ART. The same mterest in ‘cra.c,{:z.ng down Germanic art as has
boen found in-other theotres was also shown by the Germans in Italye-
in April 194 Kunstschutz was askeéd to give cvery essistance to Dre: mmm
“of the Bn.n.satzsta‘b ROSENBERG in hn.s rescarchcs 1nto thc ongnns of German

brouuht to BOLZANO, where he had. freedom to open any a’c 1111.1. :
nust *11..;0 bo mde here to the Arohlva.st on Gauleli‘er Hof’or 8 staff,
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“thelr greater safety.
from the Superintendent at PADUA tVzmty-m*o rccently cxcavated Bymntine

. gold coins, vwhich were deseribed as "most important cxamples of Germamio. !
art", '

ARCHIVES. As in W. Burope, special instructions were issued to the’
Archivists on the Kunstschutz in Italy by the Dircctor~Geheral of the
German State ﬁ.rch:LVuu on S\,pt@nber 6tn 191*4. The; instructions were to
looate snd secure ' ‘ o

all a.rcluvw sux rrendered I‘rom Vlcnncsu Archives to Italy undor tne

Ammistice Co‘m;m. ;sion of 1918, the Troaty of St Germsn and the: vay
agrocments with I,t,uly of ,1 N9, 1920, 1922 and 192k

All itums in M. Ital.m.n a.rchzvcs which, by thcir bearing on austro-
Itelian selations, -are of mportanoo to German historical- rcsearch'

4 special group of archi?es of genealogical intercst to tic German’ ¢
Police (SD) which were said to be stored in the cellars of the
"Doze's P*\la.cn, in V—J\‘ICE.

. . . |
“It is to cr@dit of 'Drr. LANG that he. complctely ignorcd all. such rcquests.

RECAPITULATION. Be‘*weon Junc 19th and Scptember 15th Prof. LANGSDORFF ,
the officcr in Command of Kunstschutz, acting on orders which he had
requested from "higher authority" = General VOLFF maintains firmly that
the project for romoving the Floreatine dom sits originated with LANGSDORFF
and not in BMRLIN = sucoeecded in teking into Germsn oustody a mumbcr of the
most important peaintings and scu.lpuurcs from’ Fﬂ.orcn’clnu museuns- and pmvato
collections to a total ofim

552 ploturos
" 153 oascs of soulptures
plus ' Finally and Bourbon=-Parma collectionss

LAYGSDORFT now sccks to, wrgue that had these works of art been left in situ
they would incvitably nave been desgt royc.d by shell-fire or bombing.. To

his German supcricors at the time he reverted that he had rescued them from
thé clutches of the Anglo=-American barbarians. . He also scuks to maintain
that he was acting in the best Italian intercsts. The fac ts arc as can
be scen from the above, that at no point was any heed pald i t:_l:um
wishes, nor werc Itolians informed of the German plams, nor were any,
Italion Fine Arbs authorities ollowed to be present during the moves. L
addition to this it is necessary to gtate {t:%. ot only one of the devosits,
PO :I0 A CALANO, was in fact dam.agedi"lﬁ. Y3 it should b¢ noted that, .
desvitc the German pretence of acting as trustees for the Italians in thua
taking charge of their art collections, Gonoral WOLFF stated L;mt he f‘elt
Tthey were safer 1l a German Gau than upon an Ttolian, 1sland

n

mISTscfmTz, FILSE 171 : Septojber 19@.«1@; 1945

STM‘F. For the I‘:Lr.;u 'oar‘b of %he pcnod ‘the previous rofrlon‘ml d.:x.str:x.but-
‘was maintained,  On Scptcmbor 1 Sth LANGSDORFF also became Director of the |
Persomnel Branch of Mil. Gove (Chef~Abtellung) and dovotcd inorcasingly less
"time to Kunstschutze In Jarwary 1945, he and ZOBEL moved to FASINO and worlce)d
with the German Embassy. From Scptomber the BERGAMO .Offibe was en‘crus’cod
to BEIDEI\EI.;TER Profe BRUHNS taok up.- resmdemc in ME&;NO a,nd assistod
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:[’ BR l.’LHTSCHs\fDIG-,“who We.s employed s offioial’ Atogra her* in ;
the last thrce weeks (April 1 945) Dr. Bmmm Ducf

AC’“IVITJES. The follown.ng are the ma.:m 1tcms

‘_9;0

for objoots from uhC‘ whole area of NI, Italv (IL&GEJAI\“N and LJ m
BROCKHAUS)

Phbtogra@iic Caumpeion (fmmmczi, SCHMIDT and mma-mzocmws)

ﬁxempts at the dezmll‘carmatlon of othér northem towns' PADUA
mmm, VER(NA, . BOLOGNA cte, (HAGEMANN) - -

Protective measurcs for :‘imporAta.h't monuments- ( SIEEENHUNER)

Transpo"t of GO DO CHAIG Theatrical Arochives from ViRONA to BAD
 AUSSEEE. This was ocarried ‘out 'by ZOBEL between September 7th =
11+th, 194} on orders from the Commender (Dre WEIGLE) of the - ",‘
Sicherheitspolizei and & at VERONA. It is stated that thls«
Archive, whlch had coime from FLO«?LNCJ,, wo.s the personal property
of HITLER. No explamation could be given of how or when:the

Flhrer came into posseosmn of ite. ZO0BIL handed it over.on
Squ*cezszcr 9th to'- ‘ ‘

_.DJ’." REIMER
Dr. SHIBIRL
Griifin HOYOS

at thc ALT"'AU S sal t-?mil'x’c..

fo The German junbassador to the VATICAN was .asked on Scptem'ber 18th
4o inform the Papal authorities of- the new location of the
vorks removed from ROGGIO A CAIANO. (No mention wes made of .
S. LIONARDO) ‘ ' S

FURTHIER DETAILS ABOUT THE IHPOSITS IN ALTO ADIGH. The worries of
XKunstschutz were by no means over when everything had been transported to
the two deposits. For, on the one hand, the Italian Fascist -Government -
continued to clamour for the re“burn of the works of art to:Italian control,'
or at best for pormlss:wn for a’ v:le;t of inspection by ‘some Italian™
' Supcrmtendants, and, on’the -o'ho¥ - ‘handy - they were & cusced of 1ootmg in
broadcasts on the Alliecd and Bonomi-Italian radio, “he cffect of thﬁee
oo.mx:ulgms seriously alarmed the honest persomicl working with and for:.

umnstschutz = such as Hcydomelch, Lehmann~Brockhaus, Ha gemonn, R:Lngler, :
Bruhns and Leng - and cven LANGSDORF.E‘ showed concermn for having the stuff ..
catalosued and cxwnined by expertse hus, during the latter part of \
Suptombor TUUMHS and RINGLIR checked the MONT&GH; UIA collection aga:mst list
_provided by the Itallans and found that: . ,

‘\

1. pictures figured on thd¢ roubh list made b}, )62 In:f. D:w. vhn.c;h
" wiere nok nmntlonud on the Italian 1lst.

ow.n.no' to tha, cucmstanocs of thc move the plo‘cure po.ckod onJy

"Mn.ncrva nd Cen‘aa.ur“ by_Bot icclll. 3
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. September 23rd, on ordéra f‘rom Geneml WOIEF, wmade an application to

.. Gguleiter HOFER for thé BERLIN picture restorer Franz WINDSCHI&EITT to

be allowed into the territory to oarry out the neocssary restoration
‘workKe DBRUINS, RINGLER and HEYIENREICH were all opposed to this move’

- unless an Italian superintendent was also present, but MIGQDORFF :Lnsistod
that it was the wish of himsclf and the G(.ner&l.

On Qotober 11+th REIDEMBISTER arrived at CAMPO TURES .with a f‘ufthaf ‘
‘7 oa.ses of works of art from Florentlne museums which he had taken over

~

But the main aotlvlty of‘ the I\unutschutz was sclf‘—guqulflcatlon by -
8 Tr;ylnfr to p&city the Itallons Wltn words

bs Combatiing the charge of art=looting (Kunstrau’b) in the Allied
Press and radios -
They drew a conaldcrablc degrec of comfort from a broadcast by Sir
Kenneth CLARK, dircctly after his return from Paris on October 3rd, :
vho dcalt ccnsoriously with the vast amount of damage done by the military
forces of the Allics to famous ‘bulldings in PADUA, RIMIMT, MILaN, ROUEN
and CAIN «nd statcd (insccuratcly) that, contrary to 21l runours, the
Germans had not rawoved a single work of art from the Louvre or from any
other French provincial museums Translations of this spcech werc sent
to all German officcs comected with the Fine Arts, rcferences to it ape-
‘pearcd in both the Gemman and Itelian press and Kunstschutz fclt it had
been vindicated by the onenye Then on Qctober 15th they persuaded ‘
Minister BISGINI to broadecast onthe loyal comopecration of the German
Fine arts authoritics in the protcctlon of Italian works of art," and
on October 17th LANGSDORIE held o bJ.Q Pregs Confercence in MILAN, At this
stage Itolian trotios changed and they began to tell LAIGSDORFF that if
there was no truth in the accusabions of the cnem;y- and if the Germons
really had no wlicrior motives, then there was no reason why he should not
provide lists of the works of art in Germon hands and allow Italion
supcrintendents to visit the demslts. LANGSDORFF - promised to try and
AT roangce Lha.s. : -

Pressure next ocamc f‘r‘om the German sid)a HEYDFNREICH and Consul WOLP
(formerly of FLOREHICI*) evolved a plan which vas communicated at the end
of Qetober ‘to LANGSDORFF. This onvn.aa"cd;-

(1) b speoinl Order from the Fﬁhror annowncing that the works of art
rcioved by the Kunstschutz Yare being held in trust for the
Ttalian nation" and plao:mg the full responsibility for theix
ﬁmlntenmoo and soou.rlty on Kunstsohutz alonc,.

(2) The mmcrhat na.ndmg over to the Ttaliong of the full lists of
. the works stored at CiMPO TURES and Sy LECNARDO. These had been
rcady and in ImNGS.DORFD's hané.s for ..,ovoml wockse T,
(3) A visit of umpoct:i.on oy an Italo-'Gbrman teoam of art expcrts.
' Nomes proposcd were: Profe oNTI, Prof. PACCIIONI (3ILAN),  Prof,
MORGSSI and an Italian: resto:ccr ; IuJ\IGSDORI'I‘, ‘“DJZEIMEISTER,
R:mc}xm and’ DRUHNS,

(l,u) The scttlng up of an "xddltmnal superva.sory body of the leading
crian art L:-Q)cr‘cs to be responsible for the proteotion and
preservation of the Italian collections. Names proposcd WETQsm

=15~ . CONPIIENTIAL
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' ,:Prof. Dr. V0SS = Dircotor of. tm, M

Dry Curt OERTEL = xxssn.s’cant to VOSS IR '
'Proj.. Dre fi.F. BM\IGL‘ Dlrector of” tho Soulpture Seotlon :m the
‘ . o Pruss;.an State Collect:.ons

Profe Dr. ;;I;.GLER
‘Prof. Dr. Leco BRUHNS
Prof‘. Dre }E}!DEREIGH
To thls Letter LiNGSDORFF d.ld not roply. On Novombcr 8th PLTROLELIO .
Diroctor General of Finc Arts under the Bonomi Govta, broadcast on the
Germon "Kungtraub" and L&NGSDO?M‘, who plamned to re’p]y, ves told by
“the German Ambassador. to ignore ite On November 13th, HEYDENREICH :
wrote to LINGSDORFF agoin wrging aotion. This time he zot a cold answex

saying that Geuleiter HOFIR would not allow Italien visitors, that the .
Plhrer and General WOLFF alane would decide the fate of the works of
art and csking vhy IEY'DH\IRBICH was showing so much intercst 1n the

Itulianse

On Novc,mba,r 28th, after thrcc mon‘ohs’ delay, ANTI was allowecd as a..

special favour to inspoct both the denosits accompanicd by LANGSDORFTs
He expressend himsclf as generally satisficd with their condition and -
. with the sccourity precautions, but requested that in view of the damage:
“which had alrcady occurred coscs should be made for those pictures which
were looscs On this occasion JNTI was handed one list, the catalogue
of the works taken from MONTAGHANA, but a- spuclal copy was prepared in
whichs ’ o ‘

ne - the name of ‘the de: nosit d:Ld not . figure; . '

E. _the nemes of the compllers and the date (October Wth) werc omltted*

Oe the two Cranachs "Adam'.and "Bve" were shown os ordinary numbered
entries instead of “bpnlg on  scparute shect as in the copy
civen to General VOLFT. ‘ :

A similar omended copy had been given to the DUCE two days previouslys In

his officiul report LiNGSDORTT says: "Naoturally, no mention was made of .

the T.i. (FOMAILY) collcction"s and, had it been possible to segregato the

carrmil bOllQCt.LOl‘l, this Would not havo boen nentloned cither., S
On Deccmbc,r 10%h, Ciuleiter HOFDR ‘uelcphoned £rom TINN SBRUCK to D:c. .

RINGLER to ammounce the visit to BOLZANO of representatives of the Pithrexn! 's

Doputby, Reichsleiter BORMANN. They were to be showm the de: aosn.ts of*

works of ‘art. On Dcoe 12th thoy arrived snd REIDEMEISTER was sent by

General WOLFF to accompany . tham. Owing to bad woather, howeyer; RI}IDLEWHT.ISTER

only arrived very late and so they were taken by RJ&\IGI,ER to S. Iul)NuBDO

nc names of the vls:.tors weres

Min. Dive Dre von HUMMEL (Reich Chanocllery)
‘Prof. RUPPRECHT (Dircctor of Armo VIITA)
“Herr BRUSCHWYLIER (Munich art acalf?f :

A fourth mlmown'

No cxplanation of thls visit was g,:wcn, but according’ to Gcncral JOLI‘F,
was aboub this time that he received an order from HIMILR to move the -
contents of both the déhosifs to LT AUSSEE, onc of the biggest art:

'+ deposits din AUSTRIA, to “hich Toot from other countries had bewn takons
Lf WOLFT replicd Bhat ho wos unmable to do this owing to lack of MT ‘and pctrol
On another ocecasion Gatleiter HOFHR domanded that three or four, of the pi
(said to bo- by Austrian, artlsts} be, handcd over 'to.him as rooompenso for
lowing the donosa.ts b6 Be' in his terr.l.tory "~ This’demand too was. re,jeobe
by General WOLFF., But, For somu Icason lmoxpla.lned, +iOLET - cla,cidod tha{: a
spco:uﬂ albmn o;(‘ phe togmphs of the, :
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;ron zOL’ﬁ*E"s personal 8 aff, Frl. HOLZ, ‘Were despatched to CAJEPO' TURE
9. L;,O“{ ":];O to Qhoto*‘flanh all they could. , T’ney oallod on RuT@Z&KR

- rathcr cold answer: “General YOLFF says you should be told that the :
legal situation w~and it was emphasised again during the General!s reoen‘b
visit to the Plhrer - is as follows: the r»sponsmb:llty for the Italisn.
works of art removed on orders from hl@er authority is entirely that of
Genersal VOLFF, ,who considers himself in the position of trustee for the .
Italian nation of these two depos:Lts. You are locally responsible for .
their madinsenance to the Chief Commissar of ALPEIVORLAND (HOFER), in.whose
territory they arc situated"s. So the *>hotocravmlng contlnued, ‘but owing:
to inadequate apparatus and the progress of the var camé to nought. .Gener

“VIOLFF, however,- could not cxplaln why th:Ls album was 'belng prep&rad for
“the- Pﬂhrcr.

From Jumua.my to April 19&5 the I’calmns continued to press for thc ALY
lists of the other collcetions as promised by, TANGSDORFF and for the: hmd:ing :
over of all the collectionss The Ttalian Am wdor. in BERLIN protested. -
to RIBEENTROP, who promised to intervenc with rer; the DUCE protested. .
to General WOLIT'; it was mggea’ced that an It 111&11 Sprormtendent wight .
-live at ecach of the deposits; the proposition Was made that, with their -
own MT and petrol bought. on the black market, the Italians would move. the
contents of ‘S. LEQIARN to .:.OI\IDALO and of cwo TURGS to VEIICE. . But it .
was all of no avail: the Gormans meant to koep what thcy\hgd gote Indeed
when the ond came Goncrql WOLFF suppl:u,d LAMGSDORFF with a ‘demobilisation
order and apoointed him his ropresonta‘clve for handing over the CANPO TUR{IS
donosit not to the Italions but to the Allicd authoritics, At the samc.

. time 'i;uID EIS”‘F{ and B»EUIINS uore sont to .:a. LEOIL«.RDO for the samc puxpose.,

KLITSE‘SCHUTA - (5% E’RAL INFORI\LXTION

I*LOIEZ'EICI“ BRIDGES, It has béen reliobly stated tlmt the ‘decision to
blow all: the bridges of FLORENCE with the cxception oI‘ the Ponte Vecchio
was token at a meeting between H 1Gand AING (Source =

ObWo o.ccompamod KI‘.S“' hIN{}.

VARQL BRIDGES. A last mlnuto ordor not. i,o blow ug tn o h:r.storlo
bridges of ‘ViRONA was issued from KESSEIRING's HQ., bub owing to.some
mistake all units werce not informed and thc order to blow them Was g_,:wen
by Cole MOSER, German City Commandor.

JI.S0G PICTURES. ‘he following piotures which wore stored by the -
Italiuns at MONTAGIANA have not been found any wherc:e

Bl HZTNO - " Dopoaa.tlcn of Christ (Ufflzi No. 1550)

" POLLAIUOLO - Labours of Horoules (2 pancls) (Uffizi No. 11:,78)
LORIZ0 DI C.DI - Sclf-Portrait (Uffizi No. 2185)
DOLENICO FRTI Parable of the Vine (Pitti No. 26)

VAN HUYSUNM Flowors and Fruit (Pitti No. 462)
SALV.TOR ROSA . Seascape (Pittd No. 1325) . '
VOLTERRANO Ste Catherine of Siena (Pitti No._1518)
ALBSSANDRO ALLORI Venus and Adonis (Pitti Noa 6266)

FLO: cmfm’r* bczzOOL Agony in the Garden (Pitti Nos 385)

Thosc works of art already r\,)ortc.d os migssing from tho ’L}IONJ.‘"‘CAS INO dOpOS’.L'b
(15 cases) have still not beon founde I{. is therefore esscntial. to, lod
question uhc, som.or of flOOI‘S of ui‘lc'Hemem Gocrmg D::.v:.s:.on.
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. KUNSTSCHUTZ ARGHIVES. 4 large quantity of Kunstschuba docwnonts, ‘
espcolally the- photographic archive, has been deposited in a v:Llla belo
to Frh:r-'von BISSING at OBERAUDORF am INK (Bamra.a) : g

o aRY IUSTUM. A soeciol team of art historians was attached to IC of
},army Group for the collogtion of cney vieapons for the Germon Army Iiuscmns
Thesc men had o private lorry which was frequently lent to Kunstschutze

It is possible that they moy "LlSO have acquired semc old cannons or weapons, .
+in Italy. The names arc:-

Ma jor Profe Wilhclin KATSTNER

DF éa ‘Dre Poter HAIM -

SDF (Z) Dre Frhr. von Rnrrzmsmwm
G'fl'o Drg J"Ln L.AUTS:)

Ihe persomnel-of the Kunstschutz was very mixeds The direoting personmcl =
EVIRS, LiNGSDORIT and RUIDEMEISTER - knew nothing of Italy, its-art, its -
langua.frc, ox Jts peoplcs EVIRS is an Egyptologist who has subsequently
specinliscd on RUBENS; IL.MGSDORFF ‘is o BaBylonian archacologist; REIIEMEISTER
is an orientalist. Thoy were, howevir, clever enough to moke use of reputable
Gemnan scholars, speeialists on Roman or Italian art and history, who know
Italy well ond werc ruspected by the Ituliansd The stafr therefore falls .
into two distinect groups. . .

Much va’uable protcctive work was doubtless carried out by Kunstschutsz
as regards spcoific builings or. mno*\rablc vor s of art like frescous..
This was a sinoccre und;..rual’lng. ' ~ o :

P

It is probable that o most valuable ;}hotographio reforunce library was
acowiwlated and will be found at OBERAUDORF o/Lififa

The S8 chain of command is unmistakcablo: HDOLIER - Gunoral »;OLFI‘
L«NCwDO T o

The situatign is prob&bly wc,ll duscmbcd in the comment of LEHFANN-
BROCIHAUS, who Baid that hé always thought of LANGGDORIF as "a man w:l.th a
d:Lv:de,& soul, onc half SS and tln, o’cher half genulnely in mms uSCh\,l’bZe; "

The remoyal of the two Gra.nachs, is a clear case of at ttampted loeﬁlng
by LANGSDORFF and o German unite. “his is proved by the rcceipt which
LANGSDORFF signed and cxpla.*ns his-cquivocation with the Ttalians. '
LANGSDORFF and ®encrel VOLFF must both ‘b*;s held re s-vonsiblr. f’or the
scizing of and damage to the oollootions from the Tuscany depositss - In
deoiding the degree of evil intention which must be. a.oc.clbod to them one
must bear 3.n mind thc follow:mg fao’cors'-

The removals were wrrlcd out :m dcfmnoe of lcnown Ttalion w:_shcs
and glans. ‘ « S y

The collections were placcd in an ares not directly controllcd bv
cither Gene VOLFF or the Kunstschutz and which, though not ofw
f:t.c:mlly ccded by Ital; J, was alroady virtuslly port of the Reichs

Both the dc,posn.ts were in the immediate vicinity of - the BL\ENIER
PASS and, had HIP2LER provided the necessary MT, Gencral WOLFF
would have bc,c,n powc,rlcso to prevent their transfer acrogs the ALES,

d. The Itelians were not allovwed &CCC‘Sa to the deposits nor.\.fcro they
givon proper lists of the vworks in Germon posses...:r.on. ANTT was
“still esking. fo;r thc rema.mder of . the llsts in April 1945,

L ccmmmmm
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of tho Tusoan denos:l.’cs.

. The Gerimans h:;vc offered - thrao different justifics tlons of thur '
aotlon, nnely: -

sh\,ll-flre in the do»osn.ts,

That thc m.sterpicees of Ito.ll'\,n art had to be protected from

. scizure by tho .nglo-imerican barberiang. (Inmdcntallj they sproé.d‘"
the story that British and fmorican art dealcrs had boen

brought to Italy to "acquire" what they coulds) '

That thoy worc ?rosorwng the msterpmoocu both for Ttaly and for
the worlde “*hese storics are scareely rcconoilable with ay
of the facts,ond if ('b) were true onc must ask why in the end o
it was to these same inglo-imerican ba.rbamans that thc dcgos:Lts
were handed overs

‘The ranovals of thc FINAILY, CONTINT and DOURBON~PAlML collections ap’)ear
also to have boun oases of looting by REIDEMEISTER and individual Germen
units, but the disposal of them was f‘lrmly controllced by General WOLFTF,

REINUIAISTHR was fully aviarc of LATGSDORIF!'s intentions and is themfoxfé
respensible as' a willing accomplioe.

- The losses from the MOI\I&JGA&S]IIO conslgmncnt occurrud almost before bhe
Kunstschuts was properly constltutcd, but to the cxtant that SVIRS took no’
steps either ot the time or subscquently to check whether am'th:mf* wa.s
missing e wust be held fo-have boen culgubly neoligente :

That efforts should be made urgently to trace for-interrogation the
fdlowing pursons:-

Lie. SCIEBIBERT of . the Gownan POI‘(.,lO'ﬂ Office
M jor OULOFF

Hotm SCKERT-MUTLER

Dr. WIGLE .

Mine Dive Dr. von HULEHL

Prof, RUPPRICHT

DI‘O ~:UJT\’H3'R

Col. MOSER -

Li.Cole DOBROWSKI

Lt.Col. SCHLEGIL

Col. BAUMANN of tho SS

Genoral GRIDER of 362 Infe, Dive

NOTR. The rclovant documents will be issued later in translation as an I;ppcndixf}

DOUGLLS COOPER
Wing—COIm‘nandQI’ ’ :RAF s
L/Director MFi. Branch,

. CC for Gmnmy (B. B.) |
{\" S U B Z(‘ SR EATRA
WbT To IID I.UI-LD
Lte Tole, SpcosRese,
_ , Mroovox MR, Subcomusaa.on,
- 19 b .&lll@d Cmnm;l.nu:\.or
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~ Political Adviser (A)

- Political Adviser (B)

- RC, V.NEZIE Region (2 for MFAA Officers)

~ C, LOMBARDIA Region (MFAA Offiosr) -

- RC, LIGURIA Region (MPAA Officer)
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= RC, HMILIA Regidn ('l'yIE‘AAA'Offiqer)

~ SCA0, AMG 5 Army (1 for MPai Officer)
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;,x.v Abt. Ohef Prof. Drs. Alexande:c Head of I\unstsohu‘cz in Italy 19W ;
LAIIGSDORFF

“Ivf.V.R'. Px;pf; »Ii)r;‘Ha;hs-G_erhard _ Ao‘sing head of Kuﬁétséﬁﬁtzwow i
* : ' 19,3 = Feb. 1944 before L&NGSD)RFE"
w.tth ra:n.lc of Ma.,jor.

‘Administrative offloer, old f‘rlend
of LMGbDORFF.

M.V.R, Prof, Dr. Ludwig Jois
REDMMEISTER . . . . -

Lts SCHEIDIRT . L SS man from German Forelgn Oi‘i‘loe :
S o "~ active unofflolally Septe 1943 =

“'Febe 194ke Aged about 27, a -

prof’essmnal artnmst;orlan.

>,

Sonderfithrer (L) Dre. \rfolfa.ng " Member of IC (Intc.ll ) staff a.t ’HQ.

HAGEMANN : . ~ Army Group South-West, Was
S S charged with Kunstschutz’ pro'blems

. and art liaison botwccn Am;y and. -
Mil. GOV.

'Sonderf{ihrei';(‘zj" Dr. Hans Werner o Joined Septe 1944; b'i’l]_)lOyCd as
SCHMIDI‘ : o L photographer.

Gcf‘r. Dr. Otto Lﬂw&z T\H\I—B‘{OO}G{AUS ‘Jolncd July 194, responsible for
‘ B ) . VuliICE arca and Kunst sohutz
o B o o lmlson with Neo=Fascist Govt.

('b) Civilian
Dr. Gottfrled LANG

Prof. Dre Ludwig mmmm}{

"archivee.

“Joincd Nc')v.v':f 943; active in"
constructional work with and
. throug,h TODT Orga.nisa'ticn

‘Prof. Leo BRUHNS:

Prof. Dr. Fricdric BOCK
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! Genorul Carl WOLFF

Y

Lt, WAWROYSTZ

Oberst Kallczr'

I ‘}‘ZJJER'

Cole von HOFTMANN
RLHN

Consul WOLF
Gaulciter Franz HOFER

Dro Josef RINGLER

.

{Dre. Bllen HAYTA

| Ecaﬁ'lci'tor FAINER

'{Dr'. FRODL
R .

Dr. Dr_Lka ILxNFSWGL
Ma.jor RaTH "
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ADC to General CREINIR; lenb %o mmm\mzs‘mzs
military aide during romovals from POGGIO A
CAIANO, POLERT DI TRWJANO ctce

Commander of Inf, Reg‘t. 71 (mot,); responsible
for return of OLIV.TO deposit to FLORENCE; .
conncoted with the attompted thaft of the
Cranachs "Adam" and "Lveo".

s

?Lozmm CITY Commander.

Oiflccr in charge of oons;g)m.unt from OLIVETO"
when bfou tht Lo PLORENCE. . y
IC at HQ. Army Group South=West; HAGEMANN' s
super;cr. ‘

German Ambassador o Ttaly.

Gormon cetisul in FLORINGE i1l 1944, then in
MILAN, Gave much assistance to the Lmlstschutz
Vory popular with It dian authormtles.

of VORALPINL&&D.

Fine, Ar‘hs Superintendent in VOWMAND ,
t0 Kunstschutz in supc.rviamg dc;mo s:.t'éj‘«‘ )
‘Thaldng cataloguos. o g

Asgis tant to nIl\TG—m}z{.

~“~> f
- N . .

Ge.ulalter of CARINTHIA and Obers’cer Konmnssar
“of VEM}ZIA GIL'LIA. ctc.

Fz.ne Arts Superz.x‘itgmdcnt undcr MINER‘

F,eom' s asslsta.nt.

~In ohargo of 8S storcs at LMO sent collootio

for WOLFF up to CASTLE DORNSBERG

CONFIIENTIAL
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