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NON—MON“‘TARV GOLD ¥ "t VICTIMS OF NAZISM

The first shipment of “non-monew: ry gold" desti_ned. to’ aid ﬁctims of

persecution ~ 848 cases of jewellery, china, silver, rugs and other valua

The shipment was made unier the suspi:es of the PCIRO,

19 December 1947

Nezi

hle's —

“arrived at New York on MMonday, 15 Dec'mber 1947, on the USAT General Stgrgia.

The so-»called "non—more‘ta*ry gold® is to be gold in the U S.A. by a Merchan- -

dn.zmg Advisory Committee of the PCIEC)

“I.‘he shipment represents property, valued

tentatively at $1,00C,000, whose ownars cannot be identified, taken by the MNazis

from their victims, and found by tho American armies in their gones of oc

cupation,

A o i .
Its sorting, appraising and packing have occupied a special PCIRO staff for over

six months. |
The “non—-monetary“gold“ in this flrst shipment consists of 334 cases

bowls, candlesticks and plate H

.cases of chinz, 34 cases of watches, clocks, Jewels and cigarette cases a

ceses of valueble postage’ stamps,

Gold anri silver bullion obtained by the smeiting of “nox‘f—-x'nonetary go
bei*xg'. prepared for sale.
previ ouﬂlr fiown to the U.S.4A, in November,

All these goods are made avazlable to the PCIRO 'under the terms of R

Agreemantz of Dacember 1945 and June 1946. The definitioiﬁ of Yndh-moneta

" deperds on the discretion of the occupation authorities in Germany and Au

whzre the ponds

were foxmd. The extremely liberal definition made by the

of silver

198 cases of table silver; 132 cases of rugs; 130

|
nd 16

14" is

One case of diamonds valued at about (,;500 000 was

eparation
ry gold"
stria,

American

suthorivies will, %t 1s hopad; be ..ol.xoaed by equivalently wide interpretations

or vha papt of the Eri‘:-ish and French authorities.

S2223ng on the same chip were 836 refugee immigrants bound for Ganada, who

were }x‘“xwl e au Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 12 December. They are part of

Love Limm 20,000 ~mos 8 °n+,«r3? has besn anthorized by the Camadian Governme

the
nt.

Apong “hors on th U3AY Genera). Stwrels were men selected for work as lumbermen
in the Garadisn ferests, as miners, and far work as garment-makers in Canadian
faviories, These selections have heen mrds by reprasentatives of the Government

T the smplovers concernsd. The talerce of the refugens ere close re

el Laiedlen residents and ware nominated hy thos? vzeidents for admission

latives:

to Canada.
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The immigrants are of twelve zztioraiitiesi 424 come from the Ame

Zone of Germany, 396 from the British Zone of Germany and 16 from Aust

rican

E‘iav o

The U.S.A.T. General Sturgis, on which the “non-monetary gold® and the

immigrants sailed, is one of the thfee ships operated specially by the

War Department for the PCIRO, After her return to Bremerhéven, the St

.U. S.~

urgis will

soon depart with another group of refugees to be resettled in one of the countries

with which the PCIRO has a resettlement agreement,

This is the sixth voyage of the U,S.A.T. General Sturgis as a refugee

transport. She was the first of the U,S. Army ships to be used on this work,

leaving Bremerhaven on its first voyage on 2 May41947. She has so far
3,420 refugees to Venezuela and 861 to Brazil.

3% A release siﬁilar to this was issued at PCIRO HQ, Geneva,
Switzerland, on 2 December to announce the departure of the
USAT General Sturgis from Bremerhaven, Cermany. . :
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An die Mitglieder Bremen, den 2, Februafi&954
der Arbeitsgruppe U,S,A,+ ' INF 31/54

Die anliegende Presseverlautbarung des zur Untersuchung“
der Enteignungsgesetzgebung elngesetzten Unterausschusses
des amerlkanlschen Senats libersenden wir Ihnen im engllechen
Originalwortlaut, um Sie ohne Zeitverlust mit diesem wiehti-
gen. Dokument bekannt zu machen und in der Annahme, dafB3 ILhnen
. der Vortlaut auch in englischer Sprache verstindlich sein

wird,

Der Vortlaut des Berichtes des Untersuchungsausschusses|liegt
noch nicht vor. Sein wesentlicher Inhalt ist:

l. Restlose Ruckgabe aller Vermdgen oder des quulddtions~
erloses, :

2, Abzug einer Gebﬁhr fiur die Verwaltungskosten des
Custodian, die sich jedoch offensichtlich Wesentqlch
unter der pauschalen "Verwaltungsgebihr" des Gesgtzes-
entwurfs des SenaiarsaChav$z~1n H@hewweﬁWQOp halfen

- 3. Bereltstellung von Mztteln in dem allgemelnen Stgatsu
- haushalt, dle fiir die Bezahlung der Kriegsschadenser-
satzanspriiche nach dem War Claims Act von 1948 aus dem
Liquidationserlss der deutschen Vermdgen aufgewendet
worden sind oder noch verwandt werden sollten, Hﬂérzu
gehdren bekanntlich in erster Linle Entschddigungs-
zahlungen an amerikanische Kriegsgefangene, |

Der Rechtsausschuﬁ des. Senats wird von Senator Langer GJ&eiu
tet, der seit mehreren Jahren fir elne Revision der Entea€~
nungsgesetzgebung eingetreten ist, Es kann damit gerechnet
werden, daf der RechtsausschuB sich den Bericht seines Unter-
ausschusses zu eigen machen wird,

Anlage . gezs Dr, E, Schiltte

>
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: Commlttee for Return,of ‘ ]
Conflscated Property

Box 21

Presseverlautbarung des Leiters des Unterausschusses des ' r‘
Rechtsausschusses des Senats, Senator E.M, Dirksen, tiber
die Vorschlidge des Unterausschusses zur Revision der ame-

rikanischen EntelgnungSﬂesetzgebung.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . Washington, January 27, 1954
FROM THE OFFICE OF
SENATOR EVERETT MCKINLEY DIRKSEN

The Senate Judlclary Subcommittee under the chairman-
ship of Senator Everett McK#nley Dirksen (R.) of Illinois,
which was created in the 82nd Congress and continued in th
83rd Congress to examine and review the administration of o
the Prading With The Enemy Act, filed its report today in |
which the work of the Committee is rather fully reviewed
and certain specific recommendations made for legislation,

L

Since June of 1952 the Subcommittee and its predecessqr
has been inguiring by means of investigation and through
public hearings into the administration of the Act under
which the assets of former enemy countries and enemy aliens
during and after World War II were confiscated and admini-
stered by the Office of Alien Property or its predecessor agency. f

In the course of its inquiry the Subcommlttee not only :
examined into the administration of the Act but also the : 3
whole change of philosophy underlying the Act and points
out in the report that whereas during and after World War I| - ;
the theory of seizing and administering enemy property was
based on the idea of custodianship, the concept was changed| - ‘
to one of confiscation and liquidation and that this new _
approach was conceived and maneuvered by Harry Dexter Whlte, '
Virginius Frank Coe and their associates who were so- recent-
ly identified by the Internal Security Subcommittee of the
Senate Judiciary Committee as Communist tools and pawns,

The report points out that based on certain limitations
in existing law and on the testimony of some of the former
Alien Property Custodians that the activities of the Alien
Property Office could continue for as long as 50 years unless
Congress takes affirmative action,

It points out also that the present policy of confis- ,
cation can nullify and destroy the effects of a foreign policy ?
which is designed to build a strong Western Germany and Japan
as bulwarks against further Communist aggression, The report
also indicates that the present policy could tend to dis-
courage the investment of private risk capital abroad, ‘

The Subcommittee has therefore recommended the drafting
of legislation that would eliminate certain inequities and
injustices in the present Act and bring it into conformity
with the purposes of our foreign policy.,
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for custodial charges.
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Committee for the Return of
Confiscated Pro er%y C
Box 21 - "Stu 1qu." File

Providing for the return of prlvate pruHLJ-u c@ng§§_
cated under the Act. to individuals not convicted of war
crimes but holding in trust property of individuals
who are under the domination and control of governmerts
of Communists and Communist satellite natlons. {

The Subcommittee recommends

Providing fer a reasonable and appronrlate charge agalnst
property which might be so returned as a reimbursement

Prov1d1ng for adequate protection of clalms which may .
be pending against confiscated assets,

Providing for the retention of the property which bellong-
ed to former enemy governments. :

Providing the President of the United States with dils-

cretlonary power upon a finding that the national 1qter—
est is involved to dispose of alien holdings ‘in property
which is located in the United States to bona fide
American purchasers, the proceeds of the sale less
custodial charges to be returned to the alien owners,

Providing for the payment of claims under the War CI

Act of 1948 from sources other than funds derived f
confiscated property in order that there may be ass
ance of the satisfaction of all legitimate claims w

are an obligation of this government to its citizens

Providing for an equalization of benefits to Americ
prisoners of war who were captured in Korea with th
benefits now granted to veterans of World War II, T
is a moral obligation of the United States which sh
be paid by direct appropriations rather than to con
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ion such payment upon an already depleted and rather
uncertain fund which is being administered by an entire-
ly separate agency.

The report and recommendations have the concurrence of members

of the Subcommittee, with the exception of reservations
Senator Hendrlckson in respect to (1) above.
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