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NON-M0:tJETARY GOLD FX LVICTPAS OF NAZISM 

The first ~hipme!lt ::If unon-,mone'tr.ry gold'! dest~nec1 to aid victims of Nazi 

persecut.ion - 840 CRses of jmve:!.lery, china, silver, rugs ~nd other. valua'les­, ... I 
. arriY8ci. at New York on .Mond..'ay, 15 DeC'lmber 1947, on the USAT General Sturgis. 

The shipment was made. un:ler thee.ut;lpi }es of the PCIRO. I 

The so-called II non-monet.ary gold'l is to be ~old in the U.S.A. by a Merchan­

dizing AdviBor;y Comwittee of the PCIID. The shipment represents I'roperty! valued 

tentative~ at $1,000,000, whose own3rs'cannot be identified, taken by th~ Nazis 

from their victims, a.nd found by tho American armies in their zones of oebupation. 
. . II . 

Its sorting, appraising and packing have occupied a special perRO staff for over 

six months. 

The IInon-monetaryllgold" in this first shipment consists of 334 cases 1of silver . . . I· . 
bowls, candlesticke and plate; 198 cases of table silver; 132 cases of rugs; 130 . i 

.cases of chi!~, 34 cases of watches, clocks, jer/els and Cigarette cases a~ 16 

caS,3S of ve.ltlP.ble postage stamps, 
I 

Gold and silver bullion obtained by the smelting of tlnon-monetary go!ll.du is 
. . . . .' II 

being prepare<"_ for sale. One case of diamonds valued at about $500,000 WfS 
, I 

P!:''3v1.olH:ly flmvn to the U.S.A. if!. November. I 
All t.har::e goods are made available to the POIRO under the terms of R.~ara tioD 

Agrnemant,:;: 0::' D"3cember 1945 and June 1946. The definition of dnon-moneta~ goldn 

de-}lurd.i:1 Ol~ the d~.scretion of the occupation authorities in Germal'\'{ and Altria, 

wt.~;e til" Boo,l. were found. The ~tr~l¥ liberal definition made by thei A_ican 

e,ut.~"or~·('i·,;::s 1dlJ..~ ~.t :1.s hopad~ be :.:olJ.owed by equivalently wide interpretations 

ur '~.h:~ 'p1.1't, of the Eritish and French authoritieso 

,'3r::,.:i,rig on the SFur.e Ehip were 8;56 refugee immigrants bound for Ca~', who 

"'ere c">",,~ke.-; .a ·t. P.al.i!:ax, N>vIl Scotia , on 12 December. They arepa~t Q.f the 
nlO;;'t) ·t::r.':1 :<,O~0r)O,"uI.OF:l~ sntry bar. bl.':sn a~l":,h~:,:,ized by the Ca!1a.dian Government. 

An""'"......... ". ""-Qe.~ '.' +hr.>........ '''.'''' "~). ,.\., we',...... t;; '" •• '0 _ • IJlermenS"T"~': C! npn sfl1Acted for work as 

in tho (:a ,,,,J·',m fC~••tB, as miner:;,· end for work as garment-makers in Catdian 

r.~ .v'· ....... : "'" '"'''''''' " ........ : .. 'L.......... •. d' b ~ t; ./.' th G I 

.".,. ..J .. (2' U~V'.;l. :... Gf'?1"''''aJ• '..' t,_ .1 

... ;;......v,.••• t;;"l ~ ..., .... 13 ,3C '1....c,.:... .....0n.5 '9 'Jeen .ill'. e y r'apr3I3en:.a ..ves 0... e tL.IC.l.' o~ernmen 
, .. '1 

a.:;( :::~. +'1.1,8 OL.1Pl~r'3r6 <~:":1('.oL·nsd,. Th~ tal;:::n.(;i.~ r::':~ the re-e·..l/le.::J~ are ('·lose rJ!lati~fes' 
. ". I 

C'< C:f ...:1.,:~l!!:n r·;:Ji.c1.';:i,l.ts ane. 'N?X'; n0r:1::~~.t,e1 r.y thos':;! l':;.dder:.ts for. ad::nission to Canada. 

I 

http:l':;.dder:.ts
http:r�;:Ji.c1.';:i,l.ts
http:go!ll.du
http:unon-,mone'tr.ry


.-."... :.., ..,~ 

The immigrants are of twe:l.,re ::-r-lt~.()n;.::itif3a ~ 424 come from the Ame ican 

Zone of Germal\\', 396 from the BrHish Zone of Germal\\' and 16 from Aust·. 
The U.S.A.T. General Sturgis, on which the "non-monetary gold" a~ the 

immigrants sailed, is one of the three slrips operated specially by the U. S~ 

War Department for the peIRO. After her return to Bremerhaven, the Sturgis will 
. . ~ 

Boon depart with another group of refugees to be resettled in one of the countries 

wit.h wb5.ch the peIRO haa a resettlement agreement. 

This is the sixth voyage of the U.5..A.T. General Sturgis as a re:flrgee 

transport. She was the first of the U.S. Arrw ships to be used 
. 

on thJs Vlork, 
~ 

leaving Bremerhaven on its first vqyage on 2 Way 1947. She has so fan taken 

3,420 refugees to Venezuela and 861 to Brazil. 

**If- A release similar to this was issued at peIRO HQ, Geneva, 
Switzerland, on 2 December to announce the departure of the 
tEAT General Sturgis fromBremerhaven, Germany•. 
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".srud..;eI')'y,x(j~(hJI.6f-~ 	 . 
An die Mitglieder . Bremen, den 2. Februif'?J,.9:B4 . 	 . ' I" II
der 	t:.~;:,l.~;~!:.u:p,e ~}.~.!.~~,'\ INF 31 54, '1.1, ' " -,.",.­
Die anliogende Presseverlautbarung des 'zur Untersuchungll 
der Enteignunasgesetzgebung eingesetzten Unterausschusses 
des amerikanischen Senats Ubersenden wir Ihnen im engliechen
Originalwortlaut, urn Sie ohne Zeitverlust mit diesem Wi9hti ­
gen, Dokumentbckannt zu Machen und in derAnnahme, daB 

, der Ylortlaut auch in englischer Sprache verstandlich seltn 
wird. 

Der 	Vlortlaut des Berichtes des Untersuchungsausschusses liegt 
noch nicht vorl Sein wesentlicher Inhalt ist: 

1. 	 Restlose RUckgabe aller Vermogen oder des Liquidations­
erlHses. ' , " I 

2. 	 Abzug einer GebUhr flir die Verwaltungskosten des i 

Custodian, die sich jedoch offensichtlich wesentllich 
unter der pausehalen "VerwalturigsgebU11.t'" des' Ges~tzes­

'. " 	 , , (fI, 'Ient wUrf s des 
'~" ... ' t•• 

S 
" ~ \".
ella:to.l"S,·,G.}~a:'l,FeZ',"'rzi:n"·Hij.he'-v.e~

' 
..".,2.Q 10 haltI e n 

, 	 ,

Boll.""" " . 	 ,.":: ' ,",', ~': .' ,'. " 

",:,: ' ,:";,,:,, ""',"., ,'.. ,':' ',",',. " , ',' ,'" " ," " ',:·0'I 
3.' 	Bereitstellung von Mitteln in dem allgeme1nen StaJats­

haushalt, die fur die Bezahlung der Kriegssehadertser~
satzansprliche nach dem War Claims Act von 1948 atts d~m 
LiquidationserlHs der deutschen Vermagen aufgeweude~ 
worden sind oder noah verwand t werden so.llten. H~!erzu 
gehoren bekanntlich in erster L1nie Entschadigungs­
zahlungen an amerikanische Kriegsgefangene. 

Der Reehtsaussohu13 des. Senats wird von ,Senator Langer ~e!'lei­
tet, der seit mehreren Jahren fUr eine Revision der Entel:ig­
nungsgesctzgebung eingetreten ist, Es kann damitgerechrtet 
werden, da13 dcr Reehtsausschu13 sich den Bericht seines Uhter­
ausschusses zu eigcn Machen wird. I 

Anlage 	 ~ez. Dr. E. SchUtte 

I 	 \ 




FROM THE OFFICE OF 
SENATOR EVERETT MCKINLEY DIRKSEN 

, , 

The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee under thechai 

========================================================= 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . Washington, January 27, 1954 

ship of Senator Everett McKmnley Dirksen (R.) of Illinois,. 
vlhich was created in the 82nd Congress and continued in th· t 
83rd Congress to examine and review the administration of 
the '.rrading Y/i th The Enemy Act, filed its report today in , ! 

\ 

which the rlOrk of the Committee is rather fully revievved 
and certain specific recon~endations made for legislation. 

Since June Of 1952 the Subcommittee and its predecess r 
has been inquiring, by means of inve~tigation and through ! 

public hearings into the administration of the Act under 
which the assets of former enemy countries and enemy alien· 
during and after ~orld War II were confiscated and admini­
stered by the Office of Alien Property or its predece~sor ncy .. 

In the course of its inquiry the Subcommittee not only 
examined into the administration of the Act but also the 
whole change of phiiosophy underlying the Act and points 
out in the report that whereas during and after World War I 
the theory of seizing and administering enemy property was 
based on the idea' of custodianship, the concept was changed 
to one of confiscation and liquidation and that this new . 
approach was conceived and maneuvered by Harry Dexter White I 

Virginius Frank Coe and their associates who were so recent 
ly identified by the Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee as Communist tools and pawns. 

The report points out that based on certain limitations 
in existing law and on the testimony of some of thef'ormer 
Alien Property Custodians that the activities of the Alien 
Property Office could continue for as long as 50 years unle 
Congress takes affirmative action. 

It points out also that the present policy of confis­
cation can nullify and destroy the effects of a foreign poli 
which is designed to build a strong Western Germany and J 
as bulwarks against further Communist aggression. The re 
also indicates that the present policy could tend to dis~ 
courage the investment of private risk capital abroad. 

The Subcommittee has therefore recommended the drafting 
of legislation that would eliminate certain inequities and 
injustices in the present Act ,and bring it into conformity 
with the purposes of our foreign polioy. 
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- 2 :-, COmlnlttee for the Return of 

Confiscat d p.. ~­The Subcommittee recommends·' ..' e roperlity
•. Box._~l· "Studieng." File 

(1) 	 Providing for the return of private(:-prope~.·~jf~~:~Pt-j~211·' ( 
cated under the Act to individuals not convicted of war 
crimes but holding in trust property of individuals 1/ 

who are under the domination and control of governmel:ts 
of Communists and Communist' sateIIite nations. I 

(2) 	 Providingf9r a ~easonable and appropriate ?harge ag~inst 
property wh1ch m1ght be so returned as a re1mburseme~t 


for custodial charges. . ' , 


(3) 	 Providing for adequate protection of claims which mar" 
be pending against confiscated assets. 1 

(4) 	 Providing for the retention of' the property which be,long­
ed to former enemy governments. I 

(5) 	 Providing ·the President of the United States with dis­
cretionary power upon a finding that the national i~ter­
est is involved to dispose of alien holdings 'in property 
which is located in the .united States to bona fide 1'/ 

American purchasers, the proceeds of the sale less . 

custodial charges to be returned to the alien ownerf' 


(6) 	 Providing for the payment of claims under the War Claims 
Act of 1948 from sources other than funds derived f~om 
confiscated property in order that there may be ass~r­
ance of the satisfaction of all legitimate claims which 
are an obligation of this government to its citizen~. 

(7) 	 prOViding' for an equalization of benefits to Americ1ln 
prisoners of war Who were captured in Korea with t~~ 
benefits now granted to veterans of World War II. lJ3ihis 
is a moral obligation of the United States which sHould 
be paid by direct nppropriations rather than to co~dit­
ion such payment upon an already depleted and rath~r 
uncertain fund which is being administered by an entire­
ly separate agency.. . . II 

The report and recommendations have the concurrence of members 
of the. Subcommittee, with the exception of reservations' by 
Senator Hendrickson in respect to (1) above. 


