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(FAD=Foreign Affrs Dept)

date  December 8, 1967

to Jerry Goodman

from Sandy Bolz

subject National Conference for Equality Under

Claims Legislation--Proposed Letters to Senators

Re your sllp note of November 30 asking if I have any reactions to Paul
Neuberger's letter to you of November 27 en01081ng proposed letter to-
be sent to Senator Long and others:

(1)

(2)

I think the effort should be made--and that we should join in it--
the effort of the State Department and Congressman Kelly should be
opposed, in order to establish the principle of broader eligibility
as being something more than a single exception.

The probability is that the State Department cannot be persuaded
on this--but if the Conference wants to try everything, I would
suggest that a delegation come down to Washington to see Leonard
Meeker, the Legal Adviser of the Department, who is a very decent
and humane man, with whom Ted Tannenwald and I have dealt success-—
fully regarding the discrimination of Arab countries in travel of
American Jews. If anyone in the Department could be persuaded on
this situation, I think he might. But in view of Sy Rubin's long
connection and expertise on claims matters, you may want to check
this approach out with him first.

But apart from such an approach to the Department, the idea of a letter
to the Senators is sound. I do think, however, that Neuberger's proposed
letter could be improved upon. For example, on the first page I think

there should be a clearer indication of just what H.R. 9063 provides and
how it would assist the individuals and organizations of the Conference.

This,

I think, is essential to attract the Senators' interest, because

of the votes of the ethnic groups involved, and it is not at all clear
in this letter. I also note that the first full paragraph at the top of

page

3 is grammatically poor and extremely unclear--and should probably

‘3@
B

3
6.
¢
3

be broken into two sentences--the difficulty is that Neuberger is probably
more expert in another language than in English, i.e., the sentence should
appeal to the Senator not to permit an Act of Congress to be voided by
- turning over the balance, etc. Verstehst?

That'

SHB/nmg

s all--in haste. Best regards.
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liovember 27, 1967

Mr. Jerry Goodman,

c¢/o American Jewish Committee,
165 East 56th Street,

New York City.

Dear Friend:

Our Conference did not have an opportunity to act during
these past 6 months, except that on August 9, 1967 I ap-
peared before the House Foreign Affairs Commlttee in the
matter of Omnibus Bill H.R. 9063, where I pleaded that
the Administration Bill remain unchanged and the provi-
sion regarding the distribution of the Italian Claims
Fund be not deleted, as recommended by the Subcommittee
during the last Session.

We hoped that the Bill would go through unchanged, but
the Subcomnittee under the chairmanship of Congresswoman
Edna F. Kelly, again succeeded to delete this provision
and to bring the Bill to the Floor of the House under the
"Suspense Rule®., Despite opposition of some Congressmen
the Bill was accepted with 8he deletion recommended by
the Subcommittes,

This Bill is now going to the Senate, and I should liks
to send letters in the name of the National Conference
to Senators J. W. Fulbright, Jacob K., Javits, Russell B.
Long, Ctkifford Case, stc.

Enclosed herewith 1s one such letter, and since I do not
believe that a meeting for a discussion of this matter is
necessary, I should like to receive your approval as soon
as possible, so that I may sign and mail the letter.

I consider it important that this last opportunity does
not_go by without an attempt on our part to defeat the
agt}on of the State Department in trying to erase the pro=-
visions of the earlier Act of Congress granting some ex-
tension of eligibility.

Awaiting to hear from you promptly, I remain with best
regards,

Sincerely yours,

AT AT
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Movember 28, 1967

Hon, Russell B. Long
Senate Office Building
Washington, D, C,

Dear Senator Longs

This Conference has been organized for the purpose of
unifying all efforts to achieve equal treatment of all
'giaimants who are U, S. ciltizens under claims legisla-
onl, k ‘

Qur Conference consists of organizations, as listed on
this letterhead, representing the largest minority
groups in the United States, including the Conference
of Americans of Central Eastern European Descent which
represents ten minority groups (Polish, Czechoslovak,
Hungarian, Ukranian, etc.) headed by the Very Rev. John
A. Balcunas, as weli as the largest American Jewish or-
ganizations. :

Our organization 1s turning to you at this time, as we
are aware and appreciate ths fact that you were the
leading legislative proponent of Public Law 604-85. At
that time you put forth arguments which have special
meaning now, even more than then, because on Novemhsr

11, 1967, upon recommendation of the Subcommittee of the
Foreign Affairs Committee under Congresswoman Edna F,.
Kellyg the House of Representatives deleted from Omnibus
Bill H.R. 9063 the provision concerning the distribution
of the Italian Claims Fund under Public Law 604-85, ‘

¥hen Representative Dominick V. Daniels of New Jersey
strongly objected, referring to P.L., 604-859 which had
been enacted upon your proposal, Congresswoman Edna F,
Kelly stated as follows: : 4 : :

"I want to emphasize that the Committee 1s
.aware of the fact that Congress made this
exception in 1958, I still say that the
exception made in this one instance should .
not have been made.," ' :

We wish to cite your statement of 1958 és fdlloﬁsz‘
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"Ye find that we have funds over and above those
necessary to take care of these claims (claims
of those who were American citizens at the time
of loss) which funds we shall proceed to devote
to satisfy claims of those who became American
citizens subsequent to the time the property was
selzed..." _

"Tnasmuch as Italy has been more liberal than

-have most other nations, in making such funds
avallable, we have provided that after those who
have other clalms have been satisfied, insofar
as funds remain, they could be made available to
American citizens who acquired American citizen-
ship subsequent to the cutoff date..."

"If we had some settlement which was similar to
.the Italian settlement, which is unique in many
respects, in that the Italian Government settled
in effect 100 cents on the dollar for American
claimants, and made available over and above
that amount for any other liabilities which
mights be outstanding, then we could make thesse
funds available to other citizens."

In view of the fact that P,L. 604-85 was enacted on the basis of
your above-clited arguments in a case were sufficient funds re-
mained available over and above those necessary to take care of
American citizens who were not such at the time of loss, the ar=
gument of Congresswoman Kelly, presenting this as a dangerous
precedent, are unjustifiled. : :

When enacting the War Claims Act, upon insistence of Senator Jacob .
K. Javits, Congress even accepted the proposal forwarded by you
that if funds remain available after all other claims have been
satisfied, eligibility should be extended also to those who were
not citizens at the time the damage occurred.

Senator J. W. Fulbright stated three years ago that a great in-
justice was committed when claimants eligible under P.L. 604-85
were prevented f£rom filing clalms with the Foreign Claims Settle-
ment Commission under the pretext that no filing period had been
astablished. S : .

On the other hand, those'who, contrary to the law existing at the
time of filing, nevertheless filed their claims, received 100% com-
pensation plus interest. ‘ :

This injustice would now be sanctioned if the Bill as presented
by the House Foreign Affairs Committee and passed by the House,

JRers
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Senator Russell B, Long

were to be pushed through the Senate in the last minute rush
before the close of this Session.

We appeal to you, dear Senator Long, not to permit that an Act
of Congress vest{ng certain rights to a group of people be
voided and that the balance remainihg in the Italian Claims
Fund of $1,000,000 which had been provided especlally for Ame-
rican claimants under the so=-called "Lombardo Agreement® be
turned over to the War Claims Fund of the Treasury Department,
which is not in need of such a small additional sum when over
$250,000,000 are being distributed to the claimants thereunder,

Wa wish to point out that we are not a lobbying organization for
certain interests, but upon the raequest of many persons who have
turned to our member organizations we wish to present their
views to you as the proponent of P,L. 604-85,

In the sincere hope that this our appeal will find your favor-
able consideration, we remaln :

Respectfully yours,
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RINUTEL of the mesting held by the Dxosiutive Lommiites

ne o, —y o~

the NATIGNWL CORFERCNGL FOR tﬁUﬁLITY URQER CLALHD LLBISLATION on
sgy £5, 1967, at 900 F.R., at she offices of Poul Secberoor, 16

West H6th Hireet, New York Llty.

Frasont:

OR. PAUL REUELSELH
DA. FREDLKIC ALLERATE
AED HYREN, CHE
Dic. ERNGT WEinid
PAUL DAYTON

i

dr. Fuul Noubsrger, the Actlng Chalrman, czllsd She secting
to order end reported to tha prosent moebors of fhe Cxecutive Committeo
that this meeting wes csiled In ardsr to discese the guostion of whethoy
the fintional Lonfererce for Louolity Uneer Cloims Legislstion showld
continue lte activities or liouldots, He veperbed ths
the: Futionzl wonference did rot hove the nocossary mesns o toke of i
cizl setion by Filing ¢ lew sult attecking the situation of Secbtion Z0G
cf the Yor Clelms Act of 1568, os amsnded; thot M, dbe Hyman, oho owso
First willing o Tile such © low sult, ang Mr. Hilton Bestenberg, whe

vanted hig sluster-in-lew olzo to e zuch 2 lew sult, considered the

Filing of sone ot this atage s not advissble, beceuss the lpurt would

allegedly refugy to soi, declaring the olaoie mute boeeowss of lock of
funds.

#r, Neubsrger stated thot only Longressionsl sction through

Y H 134

lobbying remsined, but this zlso rasulres funbs, and that 1% was ree
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grettable that we could not aveil oursclves, beceuss of luck of funds,
of the further servicss of the sgcyetary and LXCBllPht CO=oTREr On

our Commitéee, Burt R, Grossman, not having an office, .ecrutvry, L0,

o ﬁ;:k%aggéfgéf‘Fﬁfthar reporied that ir the aceount of the
fNatignal Lonference: there is e balance of about 34L30.GU, which is
being dminivhéd' aach rmnth by the sum of £3.00 reg lrescnting handling
tnusts by tha buﬂk aﬂd hc tharafﬁre renuested that hc be aulhcrizwd

ta clasa tha ancaunt and depuait tha balance in 8 anvings account.

. Naubargsr fﬂrthﬂf 1n?nrmmd the Lammittee that he and tr.,
daytcn are uilling to act bafare Lmngrass, apaear Lt hearinnc ang {ile
memeranda. aa, fnr axanple, an the nmu H5ill- HR-9653, whcre the nuestion
of aquality undar claima legislatian is :aming up in cunnectzan with

ha it&lia’m claim@ f‘und,.‘

ﬁf %ﬁé'cdnclﬁsiu63afzﬂf Ré&bmrgai'aifnﬁn;i Mr. Daytan pro-
pu&ad that ane ahauld take steps befcre tha Bubcnmmittpa nn Administiree
tiva Practic& and Pxocaﬂure, h&adsﬁ by uenatar Edwarﬁ U Lang, ang his
sacratary; aenny L Hads, in cunnectiun with the: prnpashl tr estsblish
- the institution of on "ombudsman”, who would have the task of protect-
‘?ihg théyrigﬁié?h?ftitizens vherever it OCCUTS that they would be res-
tricted or vialatsd by Cangressiunsl a:tiun. Furthar,'that the Staff
Consultant of the House Foreipn &f?oirs Canm*ttae.»Frdnklin . Sehupp,
in connection with the Commlttee en legislative Paiicv, should receive
2 memnrandum.fand us'ﬁhculd @sk for & hearing whare we should pressnt

cur asrguments concerning the equellty of native ant naturalized citi-

a2-
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zens, eepecismlly with regard to future claime legislatilon,

Mr. Abe Hyman then informed thz menbers of tha raasons
which lead him to the decision not to file = low suit as he origine
ally had intended odoing. However, he offered his further sssisience

in eny steps which might be tekan.

Ur, Alhertl snd Or. Welssman then referred in particulsr to
the statem&nt of Mr. Dayton thet there would be = possitility of ree
ceiving aéditienal fundg from Germony but expressing thelr doubis in
thig reabact. Fr. Uayton ssserted thei the Uonn Agrsemsnt of 1553

poke about the payment in the war cleims fund only from the "current

production®,

After extensive discussion of sll the nuasticns,ktha mombers
cancluded that one should not liguidate the Natianél LConference for
thz time being, but should continue with offorts ond send @ report to
all the membars, and then, if one gets any resction, czll = general

eguting of the entirs Lonference to decide what cen bz done,

¥r. Neubergsr then appealled to the members to relieve him
of the Chairmanship, because he is overhurdened with work and in poor
health. Howover, the members decided that for the time being he

should contimue,

Theresfter, on motion duly nade, seconded and unanimously

carried, the meeting was adjournaed.

f?{,‘«,AQ A, éuz_‘\

Acting Lhaxrman
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Aovembear 130, 1506C

‘lone Mrs. Bdne e EKelly

‘louge of heprescntotives

Chairman ;

Subcommittee on Zurope

Committee on Foreign Alfalrs

Washington, D.C. Re: dsarings Luport
Iinternstionel Clelims
Sstilement siet pe Il

vear Mprs. Kelly:

The opportunity glven &t the :dssrings on 51535,
August 9, 196E to Mre Peul Jayton to testify end gsube
mit new evidence in suppori of the reuprriisal of the
natiznality regulrements In Unitod Stateg clsim gsottlo=-
ment pollicy und legislstion, is highly aepprecleted.

Thne enclosed copy of relovant provisions of
treaties bebween Austrelie, Usrmuny and lsrsel shows
tae sxtent to which the sdvoestes of the exclusionary
policy contine to be disinterested anifor fail to ine-
form Congress fully of the acceloranted trond in the
practice of internatlonal law wileh concedes toet tihere
s no preclusion to protect cleims of "new" citizens,
thus vindleating irticle 23 of the United iations Lpaflt
Conventions. ‘

The letter of 3eptember 1L, 1960 of the 3tlate
Department to you (printed on Appendix p. $3 of the
“4oarings Heport) end Yr. iandrew 7. McGulire's lstter
from the Foreign Claims Sottlement Commisslon (pe 93)
avoid discusslon of the essential polnts of our memo;
the other subject matter 1n the lotters iz in dire nsed
of & rebuttales These will be presented to you in due time.

Lespectfully,

Maizre John balkunas
Pregsident
ENCL.

Jeims | ,
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Govember 30, 1966

Yone Senstor Johan Sparkmen

dnited States venate

Caalrman

Subcomiititee on Cleims legisletion
Committee on Forelgn Kelations
'ﬁ’f&ﬁtﬁngt()n’ Dele

Dear Senator Sparimani

The Conference of amerlicans of Central and
Zastern Europecan Descent would like to Lriag to
your attention the testimony end memos presented
by r. Paul i’ayton at the desringe on 35.1935, august
9, 1966 before the Subcommittee on Zurope of the
Cormmiittee on lorelgn Affeirs, :iouse of Heprssentuatives.
(Report pe 41=53) A copy of a letter to the Chulrman of
the Subcommittee on Zurope, iiecpresentative lrs. <dna F.

felly, 18 enclosed giving further informatione.

in the licuse dearings on the War (laims Act, Au;usb
6, 1961 (pe 711), it wez eatablished that "the distritbu=-
tion of funds is & matter of domestle pollcy &nd not a
matver of international law et al..." Contrery to that
nrinciple, and as & metter of an sxpediient exclusionary
State Depertmant policy, un incorrect sllegation ls coae-
tinuously made that a universel ;rinciple of internetione
al lzw (aleoc cslled "tue traditiunel rule") of the pust
prociudes protection of cluime of so~culled "new" clti-
zens, persons who bacame Y.5. matlonals subseguent to
injury or losse.

The “tate lepartment interpretation of internutional
law to £it thelr regirictive nolicy avoided keeplng
Congrese correctly informed of current trends In intere
nationgl law and practice of forei;a c¢laime setllenment
agrecments or trestisse.
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In harmony wita internstionel lew, ss coacelved in the
United Hatlons Draft Convention, sArticle 23, thros foreign
countries: Australia, Germeny and Israel have diplomatically
aspoused such claims, proving asgaln thet there is no btar in
internationel law and practice to protect claims of the "new"
citizense.

It 18 to be resretted that the State Department ¢id not
inform your Committee sufficilently, contrary toifhe directive
of the letler of the late Prosident John F. Henuédy deted Sept=-
omber 19561:

"The effectivaness of democracy as & form of government
dopends on an informed and intelligent citizenry..e.no-
where does the government hsve a more imporative duty
to mske sveilable az swiftly as possible all the facts
reguired for an intelligent docislion than in foraign
affairs.”

Moreover, since distribution of funds is & purely domestic matier,
conslderation of comstlitutionel regulrements suould prevall over
any dcllberation of internaticnel law. ‘he second supplomontery
contention to exclull@,."™mew"citizens cluims becmuse of inadequacy
of funds from prrticigution In the distrikution of funds, is noti=
ing but "..s.the very essence of unjust discrimination.” (Congresze-
raen Joan A. Elatnik in the Hdearings on dR 4,790, Hay 27, 1959,
before the Comnmdittee on Commerce and Yinence, Committee on Inter-
etate and Forelgn Commerce.) Legisletion besed on the guestionable
State Department sllegation of Iinternational law and the excuse

of inedequacy of funda is "conatrued to deny.and dlsparage® the
rigat of equal protection vefore the lawe

As you know the Preamble to-the Constlitution mandates that we
"ostablish Justice” and Articles V,IX end Amondment XIV of the
Constitution prescribs the outlines of Just laws. Certalnly we do
not establish justice Ly creating & group of "old"™ citizens with
Tfirst rizhts®™ having the priority to participabe in the distribue
tion of cleim funds to tne detriment of a second cluss of "new"”
citizone exeluded from similar protectlione

Lgspoctfully,

Hgpgre John Dalkunas
President

BHCle )

Jiims
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MINUTES of the Executriivie Meeting of the NATIONAL CON-

FERENCE FOR EQUALITY UNDER CLAIMS LEGISLATION, held on November
16th, 1966, at 5:00 p.m., at the office of the American Jewish
Committee, 165 East 56th Street, City, County and State of New
Yorko
The meeting was attended by.

KURT R. GROSSMAN

FREDERICK ALBERTI

PAUL DAYTON

MILTON KESTENBERG

PAUL NEUBERGER

ABRAHAM S, HYMAN.

JERRY GOODMAN (joined later)

After the meeting was called to order by PAUL NEUBERGER,

Chairman, Mr. KURT R. GROSSMAN reported on the implementation of
the decisions of the last Executive Meeting. Mr, ABRAHAM S.
HYMAN, international lawyer of long experience in claims legisla-
tion, was asked to give his opinion on the activities of this or-
ganization. The question posed was: "WIll the next Congress be
favorably inclined to ward changing existing claims legislation
to include naturalized citizens without regard to the date of their

haturalization.®

Mr. ABRAHAM S. HYMAN replied that, in his opinion, the
National Conference should continue its action on two fronts:

(a) Legislative, and (b) Judicial,

He reported that he him391f is pressing a case before

the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission, raising the question of
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the constitutionality of Section 204 of the War Claims Act of
1948, as amended, and that he is willing to join the National
Conference in its action to rémove the discriminatory clauses
in claims legislation. As far as Congress 1s concerned, in his
opinion ﬁhe outlook for success is slight? but nevertheless the

matter should be pursued.

Mr. JERRY GOODMAN, who joined the meeting at the very
end thereof, reported that a senator, friendly to our aims, also

recommended continuous action of the National Conference

Mr. PAUL DAYTON suggested that letters be written to
specific members of Congress. However, it was decided to wailt

until more is known about the organization of the new Congress.

Mr. FREDERICK ALBERTI informed the meeting that he
will place at thé disposal of the National Conference addresses
of claimants to whom the Natlonal Conference could send letters
informing them of its activities, and appeal for funds. (Such a
letter had been drafted and sent to various attorneys, but the
only positive reply came from Mr, FREDERICK ALBERTI, while Mr,
MILTON KESTENBERG pledged financial support of the activities of
the National Conference).

The American Jewish Committee will investigate means
of securing continmming support in Washington.'
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Thereafter, the financial question was discussed, and
the hope was expressed that all participating and interested or-
ganizations who will receive these minutes as background materi-
al will decide to substantially and wholeheartedly support the
activities of the NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR EQUALITY UNDER CLAIMS‘
LEGISLATION,

No further business coming before the meeting, the same

was on motion duly made and carried, adjourned.

Dated: New York, N.Y.
November 16, 1966

Executive Saecretary

NOTE 3

(On November 21, 1966, at a meeting of Mr, 'PAUL NEUBER&
GER, Mr. JERRY GOODMAN and Mr. KORT R. GROSSMAN, the
new situvation was evaluated: We welcome the coopera-
tion of Mr, ABRAHAM S, HYMAN, and favor any coopera-
gi;g ?s Amicus Curiae in any court action he might

8x£g,



L o ¥YIVO 347.7.1
TR e, ¢ Am Jwsh Cmtee
b A 7 (FAD 1),
VY PP BOX 143~
) File 8
//l .o { . / il / Ty

[ —

"SECORD CL&oS" CITIZENS FIGMT BMCK

"We will use all legal means at our disposal to renhew
the fight for equal treatment of all cltizens undar
claims legislation, " it was anrounced today by Xurt
K. urossmann, Bxecutive Secretar:y of the newly formed

Hgtional Canferenee for zquhlity'vnaer Cleims LeVisla-

e e s 40, e N Mo, g vy 5 £ i 88 B3 o a1 3 gy TR S i

tianz with offiaes at 16 Yest 46th Sirest, few Yorg,
N,Y., 10036.

The National Confezrence attempts to remove the discri-
pinatory fedaeral legislation, notahly thzt contained
in Seetion 204 of Public Law 87-54%5 -« the so-called

War Claims het of 1962 - which excludes persons vho
were not oitigens of the Unitsd States st the time of
the war loss or demage in various countries ol Turope,
meaning all those who bezame citizens after ay 8, 1945
cannot recelve any kind of compensation under c¢loims

legislation,
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“"Ye balieve this ¢reates and fosters two classes of
U, 8. citigens in violation of sound public policy
and constitutional prineciples as recognlized by the
Supreme Court in the Schnelder case," kr. Grossmann

stated,

Kr, Grossmann further said, "All discriminzted clainm-
ants are reguasted to communicale wilth us iumediately
by writing to ¢

Rational Conferance for Lquality
Under Claims Legislation
16 Viest 46th Strest - 10th Floor
Heow York, N. Y, 10036

Hembars of the Nationa)l Conferance are:

dmerican Asgociation of Former Austrian
Jurists

Amerlcan Federztion of Jews {rom Cantral
Burope

Amarican Jewish Committea

Amarican Jewish Congress

American Yugoslav Claims Coumittaa

Lgsogiation of Czechoslovak Jews

hssociation of Feormar Combatizotis ol
Drega Mihailovie

Asscelation of Former Ruropsan Jurlsts

Assoeciation of Yugeslav Jews

Bulgariazn Claims Gommittes

Club of Polish Jews

Conferenes of Americans of Hastoern Huro-
pean Dascaent

Coprdinating Committaee ol Wazl Victinms
Organigations

World Federation of iunpgzrian Jews
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WASHINGTON 6, D.C.
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CABLE ADDRESS: VOMBECOLAW 296-3950

Paul Neuberger, Esq.
16 West 46th Street
New York 36, New York-

Dear Dr. Neubefger:

This letter attempts to summarize the conclusions
which I stated to you durlng our conversation of August 2,
1966:

1. In my oplnlon, there is only a slim chance
that the Supreme Court will reverse the recent decision of
the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia in
Kelberine v. Interhandel. (The Court dismissed the action
as a suit against the United States without its consent.)
Nevertheless, I will continue to cooperate with Governor
Stassen in his petition for certiorari, and in presenting the
case to the Supreme Court if certiorari is granted. I will
also press my related petition in the District Court.

v2. As the Court of Appeals clearly indicated in
Kelberine v. Interhandel, the proper remedy now is legislative,
not judicial,

3. A number of organizations and legislators have
expressed support of these claims, but none is actively
espousing them. :

4. Since the legislators will not act without
more political pressure than they now feel, the first step
is "organizing the organizations'". All influential organiza-
tions that have expressed support should be included. I
have suggested a long list of such organizations, beginning
with the American Civil Liberties Union. I think it is
desirable to form a cadre committee, for the sole purpose of
supporting an appropriate bill, each of whose members would
represent one of the constituent committees such as the
ACLU., It is entirely possible that the National Conference
for Equality under Claims Legislation could be the nucleus
of such a committee.
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5. The second step is to draft an acceptable
bill providing solely (unlike any bill so far introduced)
that United States citizens who were injured by the Nazis
at a time when they were aliens should be compensated out
of the Interhandel Fund and any other available funds.
The bill must be 'acceptable'" both to its sponsors (for.
example, Senators Kennedy and Javits of New York, among
others) and to the supporting organizations.

6. The third step is to get the bill sponsored
and supported by appropriate Members of Congress, including
committee chairmen and senior minority members in both
Houses.

7. All this involves a very considerable effort.
I have estimated that the lobbying effort alone (that i8§,
the necessary activities on Capitol Hill alone) would cost
at least $3 000-§5, 000

8. However, unéer the c1rcumstances descrlbed
above, the bill could pass very quickly. This is not only
my opinion; it is also the opinion of the many Members of
Congress and Congressional staff members whom I have con-
sulted. We also believe that there is no other way in which
the desired result can be achieved.

9. I will be happy to discuss this. proposal
further if you find enough interest in pursuing it.

Slncerely yours,

20y /?&q%gﬁwi

Spencer eres

v
SMB/mc
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STATEMENT

of

PAUL NEUBERGER of NEW YORK CITY

Made on August 9, 1966

Before the SUB-COMMITTEE Appointed by

the HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.

PAUL NEUBERGER, Esq.
16 West 46th Street

New York 36, N. Y.
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Madame Chalrman, Mémbers of the Commlittee:
My name 1s PAUL NEUBERGER and I am a member
of the New York Bar with offices in New York City speciallizing in

international private law.

I testified on August 5, 1965 before the
.Senate Sub-Committee on behalf of a group of my cllents, who have
claims against Italy, with regard to the bill S1935, which 1s under
consideration before this Honorable Committee. My testimony 1s in-
cluded in the records contained in the files submitted by the Senate
Sub-Committee £o you but I am also submitting a copy of the same,
The reason I wish to testify again before this Honorable Sub-
Committee 1s, because after I testified before the Senate Sub-
Committee, the State Department submltted a letter, dated August 9,
1965, presenting its arguments against the contentions in my testi-
mony . This letter simply by-passed the amendment presented by me,
which wés based on the same ekoeption which the Department of State
was willing to grant in 1ts letter, with regard to the Italian
Claims Fund and to certailn religious organizations in the Philli-

plnes.

The amendment which I presented is based on
the same facts and same 1ega1 reasons, which prompted Congress 1in
1958 to pass Public Law 604-85. The same reasons and arguments
which Senator Russell B. Long presented at the hearing of the re-
spective blll, of which he was one of the proponents, fully apply
to the further extension proposed in my present amendment. With
regard to this amendment, the Department of State found it neces-
sary to bring up 1ts earlier arguments against any extension of
eligibllity of claimants who should be compensated out of claims

funds to be diétributed in the United States.

In the last fifteen years, strong arguments
were repeatedly presented against this obsolete policy to which

the Department of State adheres.
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This policy of the Department of State prompted
a large group of organizations, of which I am citing a few: Con-
ference of Americans of Central-Eastern European Descent, which is
the frame organization comprising-ten national minority organiza-
tions: American Jewish Congress; American Jewlsh Committee, The‘
American Federation of Jews from Central Europe; The Assoclation
of Czechoslovakian Jews; The Club of Polish Jews; and some others
to form the National Conference for Equality under Claims legisla-

tion, of which I have been appointed as Acting Chairman.

On behalf of the National Conference I am pre-
senting a memorandum, which has been prépared'by Samuel Herman, Esq.,
of Washington, D.C., which shows that the pélicy of the Department
of State with regard to the question of ellglbility of clalmants

should be changed.

| The National Conference for Equality under
Claims leglslatlion conslders this restriction of elligibility as
unconstitutional because the United States Supreme Court in 1ts

decision, Schneider vs. Rusk of May 18, 1964 stated:

"We start from the premise that the rights of
cltizenship of the native born and of the
naturalized persons are of the same dignity
and are co-extensive." U.3., 845 Ct.

The amendment I broposed, expressly stated that
the small number of claims against Italy should be included only
and when there remains a balance in the Itallan Claims Fund, after
all claims, which in accordance with the provision contained in
the present bill S1935 have been fully satisfied. ‘I wish to em-
phasiZe that 1t 1s the strong conviction of all clalmants and
organizations, whose views I am presenting today, that the Consti-
tutioﬁal rights of naturallized citizens should be preserved by
allowing all citizens regardless of the date of naturalization to
be eligible for compensation out of Claims Funds to be distributed

in the United States.

- - - - ——



YIVO RG 347.7.1
AJC (FAD 1).

B &
Finally, I wish to repeat the proposéf{ﬁg%% File 8

in my testimony given before the Senate with regard to the re-

striction of lawyers' fees to which Section 1(F) of the present

bill refers.

I sincerely hope that this Honorable Sub-
Committee wlll give 1ts favorable consideration to the presented
émendments, and I wish to thank this Committee for the opportunity

given me to testify in support of my amendments.

PAUL NEUBERGER
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TELEPHONE: JUDSON §-4146

June 29, 1966

Mr, Kurt R. Grossman
Rte, 114
Shelter Island, N. Y. 11964

Dear Kurt:

My sincere thanks for your memp of June 25th, together wlth the enclonures.
I was also glad to hear for the first time of your book about Ossietzky,
which I promptly ordersd from the Rosenberg Dook Store.

Concerning the National Conference, your memo contsins the right progrom
for the activities, and I would very much like to carry out the plan
which you discussed together with Jderry st the luncheon.

I believe that concerning the expenditures for the werk we have to got
zn okay from a broesder meeting., I would like to have your and Jerry's
suggestions as to when such @ meeting could be held. I believe that the
very small fund of about §250.00, which check Jerry has, is naot suffi-
clent, and we also need approval for its use.

I still did not get the signature card for opening the bank account, end
I am calling Jerry to get that. 1 would greatly appreclete hearing from
you soon, and 1 am sending also a copy of this letter to Jerry.

If I can get some friends to tske me put with ths car, I would come and
visit you. With kindest personal regards, I am

Cordially yours,

: i //T
PN:SG ' oG T

PAUL NCUBERGER

c.c. to Jerry Goodman
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Jerry Goodman,/

From: Kurt R, Grossmann

You asked ms last Thursday for e check list of our moet urgent
activities, Here follows the list:

¢ (1) Establishing a kknd of apparatus with a card filing systam of:

a/ All organizations directly or indirs€tly 1nterestad in the
change nf clzims legislation;

- opX M\'}ﬁ§s¥ w%n PR Y9 ’»;\. Ytagkz
b/ sll individuals directl erest (zbout 12 000O)

c/ all government officlals favoring our demands, hostile to our
demands, neutral toc our demands;

d/ a1l members of the Senate and House categorized as to c;

¢f(2)' Fundraising among organizations and individuals (see la,lhb). This
y means follow up to our letters, telephane and personal contacts;

~ (3) T"Lobbying" forthe desired legislation by informing the law-makers,
pressuring them, in short to use all known means serving our

tdemands
) ha bk THAo DL C

(4) Continuous information, briefing among orggnizations and individuals
to keep their interest alive;

(5) Public relations work alerting the press whenever warranted.

= Al Mowghs Gy

From the enclosed ynu will see that we are at our summer retreat whars
I can be reached easily. .'; Jov 979, fep Zgtacd py 149

(N o &

Hoping to hear from you.
Cordially yours,

- !/'/K‘::f/:/ Y
© Kurt/8. Grossmann )
K //

¥ o ronortin Uinvne { 7
d ?mwuwww |



r 1853 nach dem Westen ge-
menen Naziverfolgten in dle
Zeit zur Beratung stehende
elle zum Bundesentschidi-

Helchstellung der Witwen, |g

n Manner, alles Verfolgte,
dem 1, Oktober 1953 verstar-
mit den Witwen, deren Ehe-

mer nach diesem Datum ver- |,

eden — tmd daher renten-
chtigt sind;
nd dle Anerkennung o

auch fiir den- Aufepd It in
??tos und Zwang

Bundesregierung
¢ derselben stehen-
q getreten ist.

ung dieser Ehrensch d ein-
e, wire fch fir elne Awusse
4 da.nkbar die dazu beitragen
n, ‘dieses traglische Kapils
Katastrophe wiirdig abzu-
iessen.”

»el'u- geehrter Herr Gross-
n?!

‘ir Thr Schreiben vom 11. Ja-
r und Ihren belgefiigten Ar-
| “Die Endphase des Entscha-
ngswerkes” sowle fiir- die
{ibersandte Broschiire “Die
lergutmachungsirage am
nzweg” danke ich Ihnen. Ich

s mit grossem Interesse von

Austiihrungen Ihres Aufsat-
Kenntnis genommen und
sche sehr, dass das Problem
r Berlicksichtigung der be-
tigten Interessen der Nazi-
plgten durch eine beidersei-
Verstindigung iiber die noch
nen Fragen gelost werde.
fit freundlichen Empfehlun-
bin ich Ihr ergebener

{gez.) Jos. Card. Frings

. Erzbischof von KdIn”

gration der naoh’dem 1. Ok- .
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Forfsetmng von $Ri
geriigt. Sle sehen

‘auf Entschidigung we-
Freiheitsschadens durch den
entsprechenden Par. 43 Abs. 1
BEG (aus dem Jahre 1956) beaw.
durch dessen Auslegung entzo-
gen worden sel, In der Begriin-
dung selnes Beschlusses fithrt
das Bundesverfassungsgericht
u. a. aus, dass der Geseizgeber
im Jahre 1953 bel der Regelung
der Entschadigung fiir die Op-
fer der mnationalsozialistischen
Verfolgung wegen der kompli-
zerten Materie habe in Kauf
nehmen miissen, dass die Fas-
sung des CGesetzes nicht durch-
weg dle erforderliche XKlarheit
aufgewiesen und daher »nach
Anwendung in der Praxis noch
mancher Korrektur bedurft
habe, ‘Dies komme auch in der
Beratung und Begriindung des
Gesecgemurfs klar zum Aus-

e an der Wledergutma
ehun sesetzgebung Beteiligten,
Verfolgten, selen daher
egangen, dass das Ge-
Jahre 1953 nur eine
slung darstelle

die Entschadi fiir Frefheits-
entzug durch eke ausLéindische
Reglerung zu.

Abgrenzung der Ver:m'bwortélﬁch’
keit bel dem Zusammentreffen |{e
von. {inlindischem und ausldndi-
schem Staatsunrecht vornehmen
diirfen, selbst wenn dadurch ge-
wisse, nach der fritheren Rege-

chungsggmrﬁche entfielen.

r 1953 gewahnte An- |-

lung zugebilligte Wiederguima-

- Eine’ grundlegende Revislon
des merika.rﬁschen Kniegsent-
schidigungsgesetzes. (“War

Claims Act”)/von 1848 fordert’

eine Gesetzesvorlage, dle Anfang
Februar von! den Senatoren
Paul Douglas (Ilinols, Demo-
krat) und Jacob K. Javits (New
York, Repu!bhkaner) im ameri-

kanischen Senat emgebrach't.

worden ist,
"Die Vorlage will die Kre!se der

‘,“ ey

Entschidigungsherechtigten auf

solche Personen ausdehnen, die
erst nach dem Ende des zweiten
Weltkrieges amerikanische Biir-
ger geworden- sind, — was also
fitr dle Mehrzahl der Fliichtlin
ge aus Hitlerdeutschland " und
den wvon Hitler besetzien Lan-
dern zutreffen diirfte.

- Das Bundesverrassungsgenlcht

fithrie weiter aus, dass dle Be-
stimmungen des BEG und deren
verinderte ¥Fassung nichi ge-
gen den rechtsstaatlichen
Grundsatz des Vertrauensschut-
zes verstosse, Unter Hinwels auf
den vorliufigen Charakter des
Bundeserginzungsgesetzes konn-

snjemand darauf vertrauen,
da.ss es tir Entschidigungsan-
spritche wegen Fretheitsentzie-
hung auch in‘allen Einzelhelten
bei der Regelung des Par.. 16 des
Gesetzes aus gam Jahre 1963 ver-

,‘des 8 amenkamschen

I(r:egserﬁschad:gungsgesefzes"

Javits :undwnouglas fordern Emﬂe_rung des”
‘War Claims Act”

Das Gesetz m seiner  bisherl.
gen Fassung sieht Enwehadb -
gungen fiir Kriegszerstorung,
‘Beschlagnahmen und  sonstige
Kriegsschiiden fiir amerikani .
sche Biirger vor;, d. h. die Be-

troffenen miissen bereits Bire o

ger gewesen sein zu dem Zeit-
punkt, da der Schaden eingetre-
ten ist, also z. B. ¢ine Fabrik be-
schlagnahmt oder ein Schiff ver-
senkt wurde. Der Antrag Dowe
glas-Javits will Entschidigungs.

Biirger chne Ausnahme zulassen,
weil sie in dem _bisherigen
Rechtszustand eine unzulissige. .
Diskriminierung wwischen Alt»
und Neubiirgern sehen, — gumal
da sich unter dlesen erst spiiter -

nalsozialismus thr gesamtes Ver-
mogen und vielfach such lhre
Angehorigen  verloren haben,

wusst I -den a.merlkandwhen L
Streitkriften Dienst taten. A
Die belden Senatoren haben
den Kamp(f filr die Beriicksichid-- -
gung der Neubiirger in dem Ge.. .-
setz bereits selt 1982 getiihrt,

lich glauben sie, mit ihrem be-
harrlichen Fordern einer Elimi-
nierung der Biirgerklausel In der
heute geltenden Form doch

‘3 Rt Tt L AR
e ,‘44,. FESE A S

anspriiche aller amerikanischer = =f

naturalisierten Neubiirgern vies ¢
.| 1e betinden, die unter dem Natios

und e im 2. Weltkrieg, noch . |
u.sLa.nder, tapfer und pflichtbes -~

jedoch bisher ohne Erfolg; fre: -\

Letnes Tages durchzudringen..._ - .- S
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Flease discuss this with me at
your earliest conveniencee. Thankse.



X% | 45 PN
\ YIVO RG 347.7.1 Am Jwsh Cmtee (FAD 1). . -

Box 143 File 8 Attch. 2/2/66 V&
Draft of a letter for solicitation of funds to be addressed to organizatioms:-

———

Dear ......:
You are aware the the National Conference for Equality Under Claims
¢
Legislatimn {3 attempting to crrect injustices under the War Claims Law,
to vhich citigens of th&s country are subjected. The problem which we
are faced with is one of discrimination respectively establishment of
twc kinds of citizenships., The Aufbau of April 6, 1962 publtdhed an ed-
itorial :yearsvego vhich we enclose. In cgsence the situation prevails
since the War Claims Act adopted on ... has pot changed the dis-
criminatory status of 'jumior citizens'.
On the other hand the Supreme Court in the fawous case Schneider,
has rejected a distinctionm between senior and junior citizems. The con-
sequence of this decision is that nationalized citizens haven't any
difficulties anymore to mremain, even in their country of birth. You
will recall that under previous legislation nationalized citizens were

losing their citizenship if they stayed in their country of birth for

three years and for five years in any other foreign country.
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We believe therefore that the Judicial branch of ghe Govermment
night right the wrongs dogm to thousands of thousands of citizens of the
U.5. ard therefore the NCFEUCL is comsidering bringing a test case to the
courts. In order to execute this plan, we K however, need substantial
funds to pay the lawyer conducting the case, preparing the briefs. pay-
ment cf expenses for necessary trips to Washington. The inftial amount
we need would be about $10.000. This letter has the sole purpose to
esk you to make a substantial contribution by your organization and if
yéu desire to do so. sclicit funds from your membership for this purpose
The undersigned Executive Committee of the KRCFEUCL is st your dis-
posal for any further information.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Most sincerely,
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A Word Aboui American Values

Secretary of State Dean Rusk convincingly formulated “our
obligation to understand better the American system of government,”
a few months ago. “In a time of continuing conflict it is imperative
that we Americans not merely recognize by name and by instinct
the values which we are defending but that we thoroughly under-
stand them,” Rusk said. He listed values as having “developed from
our revolutionary manifesto, the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, the Bill of Rights and many decisions in courts of law,
so that we have a government of the People, by the People, and
for the People”.

No one will quarrel with the Secretary of State in presenting
this challenging philosophy. We must, however, register disappoint-
ment when we find that these American values are not always
evenly, justly and fairly recognized and respected. The treatment
of certain minority groups in this country comes to mind and we
realize with regret and apprehension that too often fundamental
ideas of American political philosophy—for instance, all citizens
without distinction are entitled to the equal protection and benefit
of the law—are violated. Let us examine one glaring example, the
Johnson Bill (S. 2618), which recently was reported to the floor
of the Senate and deals with the settlement of war claims for
American citizens.

Other nations have long since paid their own citizens for war
losses. In the United States the necessary assets are available with-
out any cost to the taxpayer; so is the agency for carrying out a
program of such importance. The claimants, on the other hand, are
aging and dying, and the difficulties of proof are increasing daily.

The Johnson Bill will allow registration of such war claims before
payment is decided, but fails to include from its final benefits and
its present provisions those persons who have become citizens since
World War II. This is indeed contrary to the very principles Dean
Rusk has so eloguently underlined in the statement quoted above.

We refer in this connection to the American Journal of Inter-
national Law (Vol. 55, July 1961, No. 3), in which a Draft Con-
vention on the international responsibility of States for injuries of
aliens is published. A distinguished Committee of the Bar Associa-
tion—consisting of Professor William W. Bishop, Jr., University of
Michigan; Professor Herbert W. Briggs, Cornell University; Arthur
H. Dean, of the New York Bar; Professor Roger D. Fisher, Harvard
Law School; Alwyn V. Freeman, Deputy Representative of the
International Atomic Energy Apgency, United Nations; Charles M.

Reprinted from "Aufbau’’, Issue April 6, 1962

Spofford, of the New York Bar; I.N.P. Stokers, of the New York Bar;
Professor Quincy Wright, Emeritus, University of Chicago; the late
Professor Clyde Eagleton, New York University, as well as Professor
Philipp C. Jessup, Columbia University—has submitted a draft con-
vention whose Art. 6 unequivocally states:

A State has the right to present or maintain a claim on behalf
of a person only while this person is a national of that State. A State
shall not be precluded from presenting a claim on behalf of a person
by reason of the fact that that person became a national of that
State subsequent to the injury. '

The State Department and the Johnson Draft, basing them-
selves on the accidental date of acquiring citizenship, negate
equal recognition and equal treatment of United States citizens.
These new citizens, whose duties and rights cannot be disputed, have
lost all their belongings without having resources to any other
government. The procedure applied to them creates injustice and
is incompatible with the American values expounded by Dean Rusk.
Besides, France, Greece, Denmark, Yugoslavia and other European
countries have excluded their former citizens from any such benefits,
which causes more injustice.

Denying the claims of the new citizens, in favor of other groups
of citizens, makes the discrimination still more unbearable. Compen-
sation resulting from war losses must be shared by all, and certainly
by the new citizens, who have suffered more than enough before
reaching these shores.

Unfortunately, all efforts to convince the State Department,
Senator Johnson and his friends of the righteousness of these de-
mands have consistently run into opposition. Secretary Rusk’s own
department has taken the position that, where available funds are
insufficient to permit a full recovery by all, those individuals
who were American citizens at the date when the loss occurred
should be given preference over those who became naturalized
later—only one day later—which amounts to saying that these
so-called junior citizens should not receive any compensation what-
soever.

Any distinction between junior citizens and senior citizens or,
as Senator Keating put it, the creation of a second-class citizenry,
introduces into American government practice an element of dis-
crimination irreconcilable with our expressed basic rights and ideals.
We still hope that the State Department and the majority of the law-
makers will realize that such discrimination among our citizens
for purposes of domestic legislation or otherwise is indefensible.

B 119

h‘jWA
-0 [
=%
o w/
'._-I
O i
W~

993wy ysmp uy
T L LVE D4 OAIX


http:Dean,.of

YIVO RG 347.7-1.

A. Jwsh Cmtee ' Tif-i
(FAD*1) e v (g,
Box 143 ' -
File 8

Dear Congreasmﬁn Reuss:

Your endeavors to esbablish the office of a U.S. Ombudasman
is essential to help preserve American standards of justice, especilally
in the following matter. An ;;;;::2QQU.S. Claims Settlement policy,
and legislation 1s construed upon the fallaclous allegation that a rule
of 19th century international law precludes protection of claims of

"new" citkzens, naturalized subsequent to loss or injury.

Fixed by the restrictive Claims Settlement policy of the
past into an unawareness of contemporary changes, as shown in the
enclosed background materlal, the advocates of that obsolete rule have
falled to provide Congress with the correct information that inter-
national law does not preclude our government from protecting the
claims of t&é gso=called "new" citizens. Under the impact of this mis-
information, the enactment of Claims legislation was bound to create
injustices. A Congress correctly informed would undoubtedly provide

proper remedies.

It 1s respectfully suggested that this problem be taken up by
you, not only 1n your capaclty as a Congressman and a member of the
Committee on Governmental Operation, but to i1llustrate to the public how
a public defender could serve to uphold the rights and principles upon
which this nation is founded. An opportuhity to discuss this matter

personally wigh you is respectfully requested.
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KEETIEG of the BATICHAL CONFIRERCE FOR BLUALIIY
URDER CLAIMS LEGISLATION

EINUTES of Keeting held on November 22, 1965, at ths ofe
fice of PLUL BIUBZAGEN, E83e, 16 vest 40th Ctraet, New York, Few
Tork, at 5500 pebe

Presents

Dr, PAUL HGURSROSR
for the Assoclation of Yugoal&v Jewa

Dr, OSCiR RAHR
for the Amsrican hssociation of formar
Zuropean Jurists;

Prefasaor BUSCHBK
‘fopy the Gonforonce of 4mericans of Cente
ral-Eagstern Europeasn lLescent

bre PAUL DAYION
for the Conferance of Americans of Cente
raleBastern Suropean Losoent

Dp, WALTER PIZERS
for the ﬁaﬂrican.?ederntian of Jews of
Cerntral Euroga

LUDZIK SEIDERUAR, ag
tur the Club af eelisﬁ Jows

¥r, Da J. CASANELLA ,
: for the Bulgarian Clains Committse

PANPIL A, RIPOSAKD ,
- for the Humenian Claims Committce

Dr, RANEQ K., BRASHICH
for the Amcrlean Yugoslav Clsims Committes,
and for the loval Yuzoslav Army Combatants
*mau m’milavieh“ o
The Acting c"nemmn, o, PAUL KJUBSRGER, after graating

the membars present, requested that, decause of tha adbsance of ur,
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KURT GROSSUAN aud Mr, JEERY GOODEMAN, Dr. AR4ABKO ¥, BR4SHICE act a8

Lecording Socretury.

The Chalrman them reported Uriefly on the organizations
which had joined this Conferance, snd informed %he mesting that the
reprasentstives of the American Jewish Congress snd of %he imericsn

Jewish Committes, as well as P, Nrnast Weissman, had oxeused thome
| sslves for being unable to attansAthig Heatings

Thersafter, the Chalrman presentsd a resume of the steps
taken since the last Hseting ond raported on the wuye ih which the
sims of this Confsrance may be achleved, A&ccording to hiz opinien,
tals Committee should disous: the stops to be taien in order o ate
tract mors organizations to join the Conforence in 1ts action, and
1% should further be diszeussed whetner the sction should be carried
enly before the Congress for a changs of legislation, or whather
tha ceafarancg‘shu&lﬂ bring legal action befprs the Supreme Court
attacking the unconstitutionality of discriainaﬁary proviclions of the
%er Clelzms At of 1948, as amendsd in 1962 (Publie Laé»S&é), or whoe
ther it would be advisabls to carry cut both of the above ections
simultanoously.,

Turing the ensuing discussion the following views were
gxprassed) |

Lo DNST0E ¢ DBased upon his memorsndum presented to the Chaire
man and soms of the membars, he explained why the dlscrimination
vith regard to the tims of acquisition of citizonship s unconstitue
tionnl, and he strongly recommended the institution of a law suit,

-2 e
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CATE 8 e pointed out that both metions siould be taken

in order %O achieve success., e exprassed Sne bolief that the novesw

~sar?5aﬁaﬁnt for fees asnd expenses for z legal action eauld.he colw

leciéé‘frcm organizations and individusls intaraeasted in a favorsble
mxtms.

$ He oalled at-estion to the fact thst out ol the
totel of approximtely 25,000 slaims Tiled with the Foreign Clalims
Settlement Commisstion for wap damages, almost twoethirds were roe
3ae$eé'b@caaﬁa of ineligibility of claimants., Therefore, he ox-

: P?aﬂﬁ@ﬁ tha opinion and suggestsd thot thess claimants sheuld be cone
tacted to collect the nsgsssary funds, s concurred in Pr. Kahn's

opinien that both aotions should be takane

$drs ] Concurring in the opinion sxpreasssd by the proe
esding speakers, he called the Commlttue's atiention te the difficule

ty in obtaining the negessary Government consent for instituting a
lag:l action regarding the aansti%utiaﬁality ol the 4Act, ?ﬁﬁrafora,
he guggested that this gquestion should be clomred first,

SBREAE § He also qnsstianeﬁ the foaaibility of g law guit
‘wikhﬁut Governmon® consant, Yot axprogsed the belisf tnat thae nACesw
gary funds could be cnllaataﬂ without dirflevlty.

SIEE ¢ Emphasising the great intarest of the Conference
of Amerieans of Cea&ralaaést@rnrﬁuropoan Descent, he menticned the
grest efforts his organipstion made in the past with regard to the
axiangigg of 6lijibility. He promised that it wil) contime te give
its aupéort to any sction diracted toward this 39819.

,’3.'.:
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. uunsurmins 1u khﬂ oﬁinionsogflaésagﬁ uipeaanu
anﬂ 5@1&@&@&&, he urged to 2irst ahtsin a lagﬂl opinisn by aa expart

camnernﬁng the 1astibu81&nyaa & law sult and, tazresfior, a aow

m&ating to be ealled far the purpose of diseussing further 5%9pse

<,narzng the ﬁiaenasian iz whieh 81} senbgrs participsted,
ah&’iadéﬁxch %ﬁ§@é£§i§ﬁa§,&ndfﬁ?‘ Deyton menticned the nsmss of
V,ﬁiatingazahad aﬁtorna;a in‘Washingtan, a.c., who may be msiad foF an
Nexpm >t ap&a&an,aa tu ahathar a legal aa.ian en thm «anﬂtitutiﬂnali~j'
4"$yv9r tha War ¢ia1ma net 13 parmiaaible witkaus Gownxnm@nz congeat,
- and whut wuulé ba tna araea&nre to ua talluwad, aid vhat the reas
 and exponses invelved would amount %o, the Comzdties wnanimmusly
anﬁhariﬂsd Br. P&ﬁL PEHB”%@&R tn go ﬁha ?o&lewing:

| 1. Ta uantaat an aﬁtarnmy ia.ﬁ‘ahingsaa in orier te
cﬁtain sn nxpart opiniﬂn.nn thn filing of a 1aw snit attaéhing tha
constitusionality of ‘the ¥ar Claies uch, and to obtoin informotiom
whotha? this attsrﬁay 13 willing to do so-and under what condlliens,
snd vhat his tes wwm ba mzudmg mwr- aeket cxi,swrmmms foy
acting as attarn;y Ln ﬂuah a Law suit; anﬁ

20 afm havina wwma t?*is ~: mrmtiun, ‘o c&u B
new meeting at wnloa thé rurthar esﬂraa of action s to be decided,

‘~-n.:’,,! i

Ro. rnxtne: hus*ness eamis“ barore tnza maatina tha £nng
ms &ﬁ'amm nt ? p’m EVELTg Wl mrmimes e '

ey P ) . . S oy
i 'ﬁz""’, BN L P Co oLy "’"t"’ '-'m-vw«..h" ey

s [ERE
i .d.., Sk 13 k1 e ke a5,

— L T T T ACting C?lglfl.ﬁ;n A {J



YIVO RG 347.7.1
Am Jwsh Cmtee
(FAD 1)

Box 143

File 8

89t CONGRESS
1gr SessioN . 1 93 5

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 10,1965

Mr. Searymax (by request) introduced the following bill ; which was read twice*
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

A BILL

To amend the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as
amended, to provide for the timely determination of certain
claims of American nationals settled by the United States-
Polish Claims Agreement of July 16, 1960, and for other
purposes. | ' ’ '

Be it enacted by the Senate and H ousé of Representé—
tives of the United States of America in Céngress aésembled;
That the International Claims Settlement Aect (if' 1949, a§
amended, is further amended as foilows:

(1) Subsection (f) of section 4, title I, is hereEy
amended to read as follows: o N

“(f) No remuneration on account of services rendered

W -1 ;M Gt B W o

‘on behalf of any claimant in connection with any claim filed

I
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°

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Joxe 1,1965

Mr. Morse introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred *
to the Committee on Foreign Relations

A BILL

To amend the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as
amended, relative to the return of certain alien property

interests.

ok

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of Ame';“ica in Congress assembled,
That the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as
amended, is further amended by adding section 216 at the
end of ‘tit}e 11 thereof, as follows:

“Sec. 216. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision
of this Act or any provision of the Trading With the Enemy

Act, as amended, any person—

© W I O B W W

“(1) who was formerly a national of Bulgaria,

Hungary, or Rumania, and

et
(om}

11
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CONFERENCE OF AMERICANS (FAD 1)

OF CENTRAL AND f&%T%?gorEUROPEAN DESCENT

Member Organixations:
ALBANIAN AMERICAN
LITERARY SOCIETY

AMERICAN BULGARIAN
LEAGUE

CZECHOSLOVAK NATIONAL

COUNCIL OF AMERICA

Box 143

D B NS LTI s .
- File 8

29 W. 57 St., N.Y,, N.Y. 10019

June 30, 1964

ESTONIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

IN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA .

AMERICAN HUNGARIAN
FEDERATION

AMERICAN LATVIAN
ASSOCIATION

AMERICAN LITHUANIAN
COUNCIL

POLISH AMERICAN
CONGRESS

ROMANIAN AMERICAN
NATIONAL COMMITTEE

UKRAINIAN CONGRESS
COMMITTEE OF AMERICA

Gentlemen:

We refer to the conference held at the office of
Paul Neuberger, Esg., 16 West 46 Street, New York,
N.Y,, on May 26,1964, attended by representatives
of the followilng organizations: .

American Jewish Commlttee

American Jewish Congress

Assocliation of Yugoslav Jews in the U.S.

Assoclationd Royal Yugoslav Army Ex-Combattants
Draja Mihailovich

American Yugoslav Claims Commlttee

American Federatlon of Jews from Central Europe

American Federation of Jews from Austria

Assoclatlion of Former European Jurists

Conference of Americans of Central and Eastern

European Descent

You undoubtedly know that the War Claims Act of 1948
was amended by Public Law No., 87-846 on Oct., 22,1962,
Pursuant to thls amendment compensation for World War
II losses sustalned by nationals of the United States
was regulated, Claims thereunder can be filed only by
persons who were United States cltizens at the time
the damage occurred,

As the war damage relates to the perliod from Sept.l,1939
to May 8, 1945, the vast majority of United States
citizens who suffered war damages would be excluded from
receiving compensation,

This provisiond the War Claims Act which had been re-
tained upon the insistence of the Administration, con-
tinues a pollicy discriminating between American clt-
izens in the distribution of domestic funds, such dis-
tribution being directed by domestilc leglslatilon,
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On the basis of the Bonn Convention which became effective on
May 5, 1955, the German Var Claims Fund became a domestic fund,
as Germany walved any rights to these funds and consented to the
use thireof for the compensation of war claims, without any re-
striction.

The distribution of these funds itself was subject to congres-
sional legislation.

These facts indicate clearly that Congress is not bound to‘any
restrictions in deciding on the distribution of these funds.

Public Law No. 87-846 in fact discriminates between two groups
of American citizens with regard to their date of naturalization.
Just recently, on May 18th, the Supreme Court handed down the
decision in the case of Schneider v. Rusk dealing with the ex-
patriation provision of the Nationality Act and expressly stated:

"We start from the premise that the rights of citizenship
of the native born and of the naturalized person are of
the same dignity and are co-extensive.....the naturelized
citizen ..... becomes a member of the soclety, possessing
all the rights of a native citizen, and standing, in view
of the Constitution, on the footing of a native ....."

It is imperative that 211 organizations representing minorities
or such groups of claimants which are excluded because of late
citizenship from compensation of their just claims for war dam-
ages, participate in an action for the passage of an amendment

to the War Claims Act of 1948, extending the eligibility to claim
to all those who were citizens of the United States at the time
of the passage of the Law, or, at least, at the time of the Bonn
Convention, i.e., May 5, 1955.

We wish to direct your attention to Conference Report No. 2513
of the joint House and Senate Conference, in which the Senate
receded from its request for extension of eligibility with the
understanding that:

", ..s. in the event there remains a balance in the war
claims fund after the payment in full of claims pro-
vided for under this bill, consideration would be given
to legislation providing for payment to these categories
of persons. The Committee of Conference recommends that
the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission should proceed
to make an estimate of the amount of claims that would be
involved in these amendments." '

It is, therefore, advisable that all those not eligible under
the present law were to file their claims with the Foreign
Claims Settlement Commission prior to July 15, 1964,
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We wish to add that after the sale of the General Aniline & Film
Corporation, a very substantial fund will he available for dis-
tribution amounting to several hundred millions of dollars, which
may be sufficient to satisfy claims of all claimants without dis-
crimination. We are enclosing notes containing short additional
arguments against the policy persistantly pursued by the Depart-
ment of State with regard to the distribution of funds being dis-
tributed in this country on the basis of domestic legislation.

On the basis of the aforesaid, we are inviting all organizations
to form a Co-ordinating Committee which would jointly undertake
all steps in order to protect the claimants who are being dis-
eriminated against by Public Law No. 87-846. '

We sincerely hope that all the organizations whose representatives
attended the previous meetings will promptly agree to a joint ac-
tion. The action contemplated is the following:
1. To approach all members of the House and Senate
Committees on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,
the Committees on the Judicliary, and on Foreign
Affairs and Relations, respectively;

2. To try to publicize this action, particularly
with regard to the recently issued decision of
the Supreme Court, declaring the Act of Congress
‘discriminating between naturalized and native
citizens to be unconstitutional,

This action should be carried out by the newly formed Co-ordin-
ating Committee as well as by individual claimants upon the
advice of the participating organization to which they belong.

Awaiting your early reply, we remain

Sincerely yours,

CONFERENCE OF AMERICANS OF CENTRAL AND
EASTERN EUROPEAN DESCQNT

Vi Héi¢*/§¢t1béi

: . Vratislav Busek

Chairman, Claims Committee

‘We agree to join this action :

LAIMS COMMITTEE ASSOCIATION of YUGOSLAV JEWS
AMERI' AN/YBGOSLAV W | in the UNITED STATES

Dr.Ranko M.Brashich,Secretary - Dr. Paul Neuberger
Hon. Chairman
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(1) The German War Claims Fund cannot be subject to inter-
national law as it represents domestic funds vested in the
United States Government and released by the Bonn Convention,
which became effective May 5, 1955, and according to which
Germany consented that the assets vested in the United States
should be used for compensation of war claims and renounced any
rights to these funds against the assurance of the United States
and the three Allied Powers that they will at no time assert any
claims for reparation against the current production of the German
Federal Republic. Consequently, as the distribution of these
funds are subject to domestic legislation, any discrimination
with regard to the date of the citizenship of the claimants should
be considered unconstitutional.

It 1s also a question of justice and equity that the
United States Government, releasing the German Government of war
damage claims by the Bonn Convention, and so depriving also those
American citizens who were not citizens at the time when the
damage occurred of any right to claim compensation for war damages
grom Germany, is obliged to compensate its citizens for these war
amages.

(2) The application of the alleged Rule of International Law,
according to which a country cannot espouse the claim of a person
who is not its citizen, because by itself already obsolete in
view, of all the situations created through the events during and
after World War II. But even if this Rule can be fully applied,
it would refer to the espousal of a claim before a foreign govern-
ment but not to the distribution of lump sum compensation funds
which a forelign country pays to the United States. The best evi-
dence is that many countries, who cannot be considered as having
the intention to violate the prineciples of international law, in
their legislation or in their executive agreements, did not apply
this alleged principle of international law. Thus, for example,
the British Forelgn Compensation Orders-in-Council of 1949-19%50,
issued on the basis of the Executive agresements with Czechoslovakia
and Yugoslavia under which the citizenship requirement is not the
date of taking, but the date of the order or agreement, The same
holds true for the agreements between Czechoslovakia and Belgium,
and Czechoslovakia and Luxembourg, of September 1952, and Norway
of June 1954, and the claims settiements of Yugoslavia with Greece
of June 18, 1959, and with Denmark on July 13, 1959, and finally
the Government of France dealing with claims of Nazi victims with
its Decree of August 29, 1961, all of which allow claims of
nationalized citizens, regardiess of citizenship at the time of
loss, requiring only citizenship on the date of the respective
agreements or enactment of the legislation.
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‘ Finally, we wish to refer to the opinion expressed in
the United Nations, which in its Codification Division of the

_ Office of Legal Affairs, in Article 23 of the draft convention
on espousal of claims and continuing nationality, stated (even
in cases where there are no domestic funds or legislation in-
volved) that " ... the State is not precluded from presenting

a claim on behalf of a person by reason of the fact that the
person became a national of the State subsequent to the injury."

(3) The Congress of the United States, in Public Law 604-85
with regard to the distribution of Italian claims funds, extended
the eligibility to those who were citizens up to August 9, 1955,
and not at the time when the damage occurred,

One of the reasons for this extension of eligibility
at that time was mentioned the sufficiency of funds available
(we wish to point out that the German War Claims Fund will prob-
ably amount to several hundred million dollars), Considering
the equal rights of all citizens to the funds to be distributed,
the amount of the fund should not be decisive for discriminating
between two groups of citizens. As an illustration of how the
Department of State tries even to exclude the argument of the
sufficiency of funds, we wish to mention that it submitted to
Congress a Bill S-94§ by which the undistributed balance of the
Italian Claims Fund should not be used for those who were pre-
viously not admitted to distribution but should be turned over
to the War Claims Fund. Thils policy of the administration should
be corrected by Congress, with appropriate legislation in order
to make it impossible to discriminate among American citizens,
The former Assistant Secretary of State Brooks Hay gave proper
expression of this necessity in a statement where he saildi

"The plight of the new American citizens who cannot turn
to their former government for relief because they have
becoma Americans, and who are denied relief by the
United States because they were once aliens, DESERVES
IMMEDIATE CORRECTION BY THE CONGRESS." ;



http:CONGRESS.1t

YIVO RG 347.7.1°

T Am Jwsh Cmtee . = . .
Bl {FAD 1) T
e X Box 143
n File 8

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
165 E. 56 S5t., New York City

July 17, 1963
SENATOR OLIN JOHNSTON, CHAIRMAN

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADING WITH THE ENEMY

COMMITTEE OF THE JUDICIARY

UNITED STATES SLNATV

l’iASdIN{GTOV 25, o‘d.

ON BEHALF OF THE AMERIC4N JEWISH COMMITTEE MiY WE URGE THAT YOUR
COMMITTEE FAVORABLY CONSIDER PROFPOSED AMENDMENTS (S5.987) TC THE WAR
CLAIMS ACT OF 1948, AS AMENDED, SUBMITTED BY iIR. JAVITS, *RUV;“TTG FOR

COMFENSATION TO REFUGEES wHO BECAME CImIdﬂﬁS OF THE UNITZD OT.TES AFTER
LOS3ES WERE INCURRED.
THE FROTFOSAL WOULD LEMOVE TRACES OF SECOND-CLASS Ok Ln*bnt@h RTGHDS

OF CITIZEHSHEE FROM AMERICANS WHO QUFIunMD INJURY, DEaTH, OR LC3Z QF
PROPERTY WHILE UNDER A HOSTILE REGIME aND LATER ASSUMED THE rJLL DJTIRS
AND OBLIGﬂTLLJZ OF UNITUD STATES CITIZENSHIP. DISTINCTIONS BLTWEEN
AMERICANS BASED ON TdE DaTE OF CITILE&SHI IZ ABHORREZHT TO OUk DEMOCRATIC
TRADITIONS, EVEN EUROFEAN CCOUNTRIES WHICH HAVE ADOYTEL Wik CLAIMS PROGEAMS
IN BEHALY¥ OF THEIR NATIONLLS HAVE RUJECTQD 3UCd COWCEFTZ AI“ BaVE szETED
LEGISLATION nﬂ¢6d INCLUDLS CLAIMANTS HAVING CITIZENSHIP AT Thi TINE OF RHE
EWACTHMENT COF SUCH LAWS, RATHER THAN AT TIME OF LOSS.
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE THEREFORE RESPECTFULLY ULGES THAT
FROMPT LEGISLATIVE ACTION B TAKES TO APPROVE S,937.

A.M. SONNABEND, FRESIDENT
JOHN SLAWSON, ZXECUTIVE VICE-
FRESIDENT
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July 17, 1963

Dear Senator Javits:

I take pleasure in enclosing a copy of the
telegram sent to Senator Olin Johnston today.

Sincerely yours,

Simon Segal
Director
Foreign Affairs Department

The Honorable Jacob Javits
United States Senate
Washington ’ D . C .

S3/a
Enclosure

Al



Senator 0lin Johnston

Chair man Subcommittee on the
Trading With the Enemy Act.
Washington, D. C,

YIVO f‘ . VS 1Y ’. ‘;1 :~
RG 347.7.1 /C/ é;?x e

Am Jwsr mtee

Bo 3~f
File,. "‘
[ /

2
i,
.', 1%

Dear Senators

I am submitting a statement in support of Senator Javits
B211 8 4§) and the Supplemental view of Senators Kenneth Ksating,
Hart and Osrroll expressed in report 193}, 86th Congress, Second
Bession concerning eligibility of claimants opposing the restrictive
policy as provided in Section 202/204 of PL 87-8&6. ,

I am confident ghat my statement will give you new conclusive
information enabling toc keep your promise to help when you can to
re-appraise the discriminatory U.S.A. Claims Settlement poliey, which
in the vary words of fonmar aasistant Secrettiry of State Brooks Hayes,

"deserves immediate correction by Congress".

I shell be very grateful if you would ask me to provide you
personally any additional information.

Respectfully,

Paul Dayton

STATENIBT

In order to establish justice in U,38. Clalms Settlement
policy, APPROPRIATE AM'HDVENT TO RFCENTLY ENACTED GFRMAR CLAIMS
P.L. 7-8&6 SECTION 202-204 'TO INCLUDE FULLY ARD EQUALLY ALL CITIZFUS
NATURALIZED PRIVUR TO MAY 5, 1955 (DATE OF RATIFICATION OF ME BONN

"‘CONVENTICN) OR IN ALTEHN&TIVE SIMILAR WITH THE PROVISION OF FLIGIBILITY

EXTENSION IN U.S.A. = JAPAN ARBITRATICH COiMISSION PROCEDURES RhGARDING
WAR CLAIMS, 18 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE CONVENTION.

In the Bonmn Convention which became effective May 5, 1955,
the USA agreed together with the three Alllied Powers

< ".ee that they will at no time assert any claims for repa~
ration against the current production of the Federal Republic,"

and Germany consented that the German vested assots should be used
instead for compensation of War Claims.

Common sense, moral, and Constitutlonal American s tandards,
therefore, r equire that the USA compensates all persons affected by
that waiver to assert clzim rights.

However, so called "junior" citizen
"who became nationals subsequent to suffering"
property losses and other injuries in consequence of VWar or Nazi Acts

are excluded from the benefit of the low, due to & questionable rule
of international law,

~|nfe3 |
T LQW‘\W '(THN\U\ \Jk Wiy (%m'v\ ‘k‘ ?)MWL; *&* )

Tole-b
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This situation,
"jeserves immediate correction.”

Congratulating former Assistant Secretary Brooks Hayes, to
the poatseriptum of his letter on July 21, 1961 to Senator Alan Bible,

I quotes

AThe plight of the new Americm olitlgens who camnot turn to
their former government for rellief becausc they have become
Americans, and who are denied relief by the United 3tates
because they were once aliens, DESFRVES IMMEDIATE COR-

RECTION BY THE CONGRESS,"

Many are awed when international law 1a invoked, But this
term 18 sn inexact expression, misleading 1f that 1s not kept in mind.
The rules of dealings with international relations are not at all law.

“ew ;_f Lo
That obsolete rules of international law, o» valld ones,
should not impress Conpgress in the purely domestlec matter of distri-
bution of Claims Settlement funds was> admitted by the 3tate Depsart-
ment in the hearinges May 29, 1959.

"Certainly the Congress is at liberty to pass legislation
that would include them (new citizens) if it wishes. There
is no principle that prohibits the Congress from doing it
ir 1t mahaﬂooon ’

In spite of that, the State Department again and again
informed Congress that international law Yprecludea”protection of
claims of the new éitizen, wrongly interpretating the mhm rule of
diplomatic espousal of bygone days, incorrectly defined in the changed
situation of our time end confuaedlg applying it to the purely
domostic matter of distribution of Claims Settlerent funds, This
caused that the following atatement does not accord with facts!

"The poliey ... rests upon the universally accepted principle
of international law that a state does not have the right to ask ‘
another state to pay compensation to it for losses or damages sus-
tained by persone who were not its citizens at the time of loss or
damage,."--State Department's letter - Aupust 8, 1961, signed by by
Agsistent Secretary of State, Brooks Hays to the Cormittes on Inter-
statd end Foreign Cormerce.

Such incorrect statements andj%bmplete information on practice,
prineiples or rules of diplomsatio espouaalfinvoking international law
principles for application in the prrctice of rmnicipal matters
impressed Congress,and it is not astonishing that Senator Johnston
stated in the hearings June 18, 1959, that the Junior Citizens:

"have to got relief from the country where they came from
esseWe Will help if we canj we cannot change international
law; that is where we are stopped right there."

Cbviously, nothing that is wrong in principle or in definition
of an obsolete international rule can be right when applied in the
practice of municipal law.

It 18 evidenced by the following, that international law 1s
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no bar to the protection of elaims of " junior" citizenmgxi4%

A state not only is not preciuded to present a clalm of a
new ocitizem, but the USA ONLY DOES HAVE THE RIGHT to ask for com-

pensation.

In July 1961, at the suggestion of the Codifieation Division
of the Orffice of Legal Affalrs of the United Nations Segretariate,
the Harvard Law School agreed to revise Prof, E. M. Borehard 1929
draft Convention on the relevant matter of protection of claims of
naturalized eitizen. The draft was prepared by the very learned
Harvard Professors, Louis B, Sohn and R, R, Baxter with the help
of a diatinﬁuiahed Advisory Committee of eminent professors and
lawyors of International law, including Judge Philip C. Jessup of
the International Court of Justice. Article 23 of the Draft Con-
vention on Espoussl of Claims and Continuing Nationallty contains
the followkng Paragraph 61

"A state has the right to present or maintain a claim on
behalf of a person only wnile that persvn is a national
of that State, A state shall neot be precluded from

pregonting & ¢laim on behalfl of a person by reason of
the faot that that person beoame a national of that state
Bubsequent to the injury. . |
It 13 also inconceivable that a properly intormed Congress
would have acoepted the restrictive provisions of Sect. 202 apd 204
of P.L.67=846 if presented with a true picture of tne changlng trends

in the field of practise of Ulaim Settlement Agreements and War
Claims Legislation in other coufitries.

The agreements between Belpium and Luxembourg, Scptember 1952
Norway 480 sssoessresasne Jhne 9, 195h
with Cgechoslovakia.

UPre60t svisescsssaseses YUNS 18, 1959
Damﬂark SnessesnBreEnPEOS J‘Gly 13’ 1959
with Yugoslavia.

The Britieh Foreign Compensation Order-in-Council soncerning
nationalization cluaims in Czechoslovakia, and concerning debt olaims
in Yugoslavia,

- The Deorce No, 61-971 of August 29, 1961 of the Government
of France} dealing with alaims for Nazi victims,

All these agreements or legislation allow claims of all
its naturalized citizens regardlecs of former cltlizeuship status at
the date of losa of claimants who are citizens at the date of signa-
ture of sgreements and/or enactment of legislation.

"It is noted" further by the U.,3. War Claims Commission that
"{n the war demage compensation laws of Australis, Austria, Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, France, Malaya, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway,
Switzerlend, Theiland, Ynited Kingdom, that the nationalities are
immaterial in determing eliglbility of claimaints." Uther countries
might be added as Sweden with Jepan, Fgypt with Fnpland, and others,
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Moreover, international law a&s reflected from the practlce.
of the USA-Japanese Compenaetion-Arbitration Cormission, which 1m-
plemented the Allied Powers Treaty Law, provides for certain, Junior"
oitizen olaims, that the oclaims have tobe filed

"through the State to whioh he (the'new'citizen) belongs
within 18 months from coming into force of the Peace Treaty."

Therefore, it is olarifled that

1. Under international law, the"new" citizen
" ®"who beoame national subsequent to injury"
hes a valid 1ntornational elaim.

However, although admitting in the House Hearings, August 6, 1959,
the late Mr. English said, :

" "ehe distribution of funds is a matter of domestie p6liey
and not a matter of International Law at all..." Congress
has the power to distribute that funds as they see fit,"
but "that the State Department is simply following poltoy
whioh Congress itself has followed up to the present time."

This alone proves the vicious circle which perpetuates wrong and
which continues when Mr. English contended that ‘

"Congress might take into account who has valid elains
under International Law, and who does not."

The State Department spokesmen supplemented such {uestion-
able information, as followss :

don't , ’
"I/think such persons Tnew'eltizens" should be put on same
~ footing" with the senior class of citizen and asserting,

"In other words, to permit individusls who were not nationals
at the time thelir claims arose to share in a fund which 1is
inadequate to pay the clalms of individuals who were nationals
when thelr c¢laims arose 1s, in effect, to tnke away funds

from the latter group of claimants who have valld internat-
ional olaims and to divert them to pay the f ormer group of
olaimants who do not have valld internastional elaims.”

-

e

- Deprived of the cloak of internati onal law interpretation,
this statement 18 seen in its true nakedness of brutal injustioce.
Itiiznshear disorimination against many Americaens, not national in
origin.

What has inadequacy or adequacy of funds to do with creating
Just legialation? According to the preamble of the Constitution, the
purpose of law in the USA 8till 18 to establish justice; and the

Supreme Court ordered:

"A naturalized citizen becomes a member of soclety,
possessing all the rights of a native citizen and
standing in the view of the Constitution on the footing

of a native."
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Equal treatment beiore the iaw as a rxgnt retained by the
poopla should not be daenled by Congress.

Subjectio trahit protectio
Protectioc subjectionen

This dictum of Common Law, that same duiies call £ or seme proteetion,
safeguards an snolent but living right which should not be disparaged,

The new citizen who came to this ecountry before, dr during
the war, were subjeet to all oltizenship duties snd by wlllingness
to aocept draft cards zave evidenae of their allegience to the
United Btatac. Many of these "new citizens became USA soldiers.
The "junior" ocitizen, including persona wio came to the United States
until thef time @ld was given to Germany oarried the equal tex
burden resulting from this aid, These persons guffoered racial,
rel 8 or politlcal persecution or sufferad under consecuences

ﬁﬁiggand/or have been enemles of our enemy, and last but not
least, 1t coneerns prisoners of war of Aliled mnd associsted powers,
(soldiera) who fought for our corunon cause.

Therefore,"the nlight o' the new cltizen deserves irmmediate
correotion by Oongress.’
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