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OUTGOING MESSAGE FORM ~I tJ'r1bB 

D61~__~~~Ju~y _~g"l:,~_,___,__~'________~'_' ''i ~,;~;; xx -- --- - :SECR.;Q"'. 

To WIESBADEN __" '~- P"\.rily _ .·1 CONFlD'~TIAl 


Information, , 'Confirmation EPB ~ 
, . 

-----'- --_.-_......•. _---- .._--------, -- ­
. • '. I 

SAINT AUSTRIA TO' ·~7IESBADEN1f6RRELAY :TO SAINT',(9,l3I~N.:X"LO~~OON,'~NFO " '.. 

,SAINT ~ ORION) WASHINGTON; , ". " "". ',,'. ::' .. " ....,:':. ::'~:'::,>, 'J'l,"~',",!:: . 'j ' . 

.1~1 BBB06,AND t PROPOSE CON.CLUDE ',ACTIVE; INT~~ATioN'~AND:'R!~;POR~i ", 
'. , , .' • I ' :. "" ", ' " . ','.' 

FIRST WEEK AUGUST. . , " . ", ,.', ,,::, , , '"e ,', . I, .' 

2. BELIEvE ORION CAN RENDER GREATEST ASSISTA.J)TCETOBRITiSHFR~b-I: At-TD ' 
',' , ' ,. "'. . \. '., ' .. ':.. ,'. ',',' ':. ~~ :",: '".' .. ' ';'" .',.,' '.'~ .:..... : . ',. '.\, . 

""UTCH BY INVITING COOPERDORANGEAND VLUGRPTNLUG AS REPRESENT:ATlVE3 
• " , ) , '. \. ,,\:/, ,,< \1 ,I~ 

THEIR RESPECTIVE ,GOVER;I\TJ:,fBNTS TO', WORK AT ALT AUifS"!EE CENTER' tuRIN~ MONTH 
OF AUGUST':' ' , , '", '. " '. I 'i'. 

'. ,.'. '." . " . ' ,. " , .' ..' , I ' .' " ' 

3;/ALL,'FACILITIE3 OF 'd~wrER;' WIIn:<B~ '. ~VAIL~~,~T~,'::rm~V::?~ACC?MODATE" .. 

ALL THREE ~I~LT.ANEOUSLY" AND. PREFEB 'THEJ::!;1"CP1,?ING :T,OG~T.H;ER.,',: CENrER !ID~,T, 

,BE 'CLOSED SEPT~.ffiER ONE LAT:EST. :,," . ".,' \' 
~ : /:-- . ,,~ . 

4 ~ . !,lifE WILL RETAIN HOFERLO~SE F,~~lJANN AND ,.LIMB~G~', .r?R;"~.E.IH .~~T~RO- ' . 


. GATION, AND ,CAN ARRANGE ACC'ESS 'TO >qTHER P~SONNEL, ',rrHR?U?E~O~~ .~~y \.:, .' ".. 

SCHOLZ ROCHLITZ AND OTHERS CAN BE ,RECALLED IF, NECESSARY~'" ,'\"\ ' 


• ',' .' , , "", .' " \ • " . '. ' f , : ,'.'" •••••• ' '(': , • '. ," •• ,"'1 . 
5o"IN VIEW OF ANTICIPATED ,M,;[ERI,GAN W.pi. C~IMES ;.:RIORI~:,~rp,:pIF;I~C?LT!. 


OF TRAJ.!SFER ,BELIEVE. THESE DETAINEES' WILL'NOT.RPT NOT. BE ;RELE.ASED:FROM"

• I ,.,'. ,'.,' '". :. • 

' EA.' , ',,", , !;
TfIIS AR , ,; '"" I 

• . .o. : •... / .• ,j' 

',. ONE ORION OFFICER WILL REMAIN 'IN CHARGE'~OF CENTER: THRQUGHOUTAND:' '.' ,: 

.G~mDUCTT( NECESSAR~ .:LIAIS ON. " ~ ,<\," )" ;F,: \,' ':' " ;'1, ' , \", , 

,? ~ PLEASE HOLD ALL POUcIi MATER;r~ LONDON .AS ,ONE MEriffiEF(UpiT ,WILL REIDRN "" 
11.S', 'COURIER WITHIN NEXT TWO 'WE~S'. " , '. I,., '~:-,:':'~ , , ' ',"', 

• ' .. ' I' ,~ , 

I . .. (\'.'.:" ~ '.. ", ".' . ' , . "'~..,~~,~
;,~-:-'-'.,....:-.-,----,-. " ,I . .'"":' '\:< . I 

)' 

I, 

. '. Originator's ,initials 

. Cl!ble No ..Serial No: " 
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BIT, 
. J..,. OMG for GEarmany (US), Von Papen Collection .. ' dtd. 

e-~ ..
20 June +947 

ED 007 (RES/MFA&..A) 1st Ind. 	 Ti~H/el 

O]~FICE 0]' MILITAHY GOVERNMEN'l' FORHESSE,WIESBADEN, GERl\r1Al\ry, 

APO 633, US Army, 9 Sept 1947 


TO; Director, OMO for Germany (US), APO 742, US Army, I 


ATTENTION: ]f:..FA&A Sectio,n ,. Re's ti,tu t-1ons ;,.Branch, Economi os 

Div ision . ,'. ' . /-~,.... ' 


, L None 9f the ,property cf~'~eribed as missing from the 
Collection,of ~ranz )on ~~pe~ is at the Wiesbaden Collecting I::t: 

bPoint or is otherwis~ known to be, in Hesse. . . I 

~ , 	 , I 
",'" 20 Since no clue is given in B/L as to' circumstances 

surrol:lhding the disappearance of so extensive. a 0011ection I. 

or whether any of th~ items are believed, subject to restttu­
tion, this off ice. can hazard no o'pinion concerning .1ts possible 

, fate. If the property disappeared after the begin-fling of the, 
Occupati qA it woul(l appear to be a case fo.r the Prov ost TV,rars hall/; 
'The Hi stari cal Section of EUCOIVi might also be able to shed some 
light.onthe caae. r 

:B'OR TIm DIVISION DI,HECTOR: 

/s/ 	 T~eodoteA., Heiniich 
THEODORE A. HEINRICH 
CHIEF, MFA&A Section 

ffI" 	
, 
i 

,'ED 007 (RES/Mli'AA) 2nd Ind'~ REP/rf ' 
. , 

Resti tl.:l.tion Branch, Lconom cs Division, Offic' e of Mili tar.y 
·G8vernment for' Germany (U.s.), j,PO' 742,. U. S. Army, Ber1 in:­
Germany, 2·4 September 1947 

j 

rI10; 	 Eflst;itution Branoh, nomios Division,_QJfice of Mi'l ­
'. 	 .... -.,...- 1

itarY.29,.vyrnment for H:esse, .. APO 633, U.S. Army 
ATTN: lv'JFJl.&A Seotion "'" 

1. Attached herewith is copy of an article publishe~ 
by ,t!Yank" in March orA9ril 1945" forwarded to this head-' 
qua~ters by Ftanz von Pa Jr. as enclosure of his lette~ 
to this off ice, dated 6 June 1;7, ' transmit ted ,to you for in­
forma tion. 

2· 


, .~'. 



Sept.emher 21., 1951 

Lt. Q:U.. Wendell W. fl.. otn.ee of the Pl'O'VOut Mar8hal GellAlilral 
leo - Ardelia R. Ball ..' 

.Afw Hr. I. S. ~. of t.be C1ty At"t Mueum of St. l.ou1s I 
t.old me en September 19. 1951 that he was on the tre,d(: of some of 
the ~nbeI"g JGWl.s, I aalled Col. Perham to ask hh ad'rice. 

001. :Pel'bam 8B1d tha.t the Mi.$OtII'!. Mill\ary ])istriet ill tibe 
Mart ia:Udimg, fit. Louis, K1~ will· be ~'iw to the' 
lu:ConaaUon• 

aleOVdVN~ 
~o;.:lnv ' 

n:n-tI~~'l;{Yl:j (1 S3AIHO~ntNbllVN 3HJ.1Va30nBo~a3~ • 



a~eo VdVN' ::Illf''1 
-"-4l~rrv 

h'lIH:lW lIfNOUVN 3Hl1 v 03:lnam:ld3il 
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dOCUl.JCllt: no cli:rlic 
t iliJe 1'(' eeived . 

:'AJu~ion: 9 1700 111';:;. ]'00.11.0 
Date of fini~;h0d' c:I.'Cl1l.::J1: 14 ]}'ob. 191:.,:) 

of this ~;ccti-.m: ',7 J!'ob. 19h3 

has ~he 
tho following Auzt!'ian 

E'8d.<;;j:'a1 
C.ii..C.P. in ~;1unich. 

I 

Gest<:lllO al}dsold by,,·th9il·c:salo:sent:el'pi'i::J6 • 
~o .ljl~om::.;tOnli l·i;.,~ci~"dl. 

'N,~~\_I 0010I, ...)°4.\.l,t:15 orl) 

';.9 Inn -j'j"e"!', iH:>ini'jQE ::Jh:.:.;g 

", .... 1 ' 
i!:J)q:,1:!l em 

fCtIlOil;;, :::Joinl;-s.lL 

~)ed~binJf 29:U9 Sill 

o~ .::leU . i 
..~i~·5~h~0~tl~t~f~·i~u~'ur.~~,~,~~ I 

4:1 t5 Jll73a QIIi 	
I 

r 
I 
i 

"Ul'·JI'.C'l:;r; .:j'll •• trj1~ }·(;f:G.L~:':; IlJ .h·\),j'l'r·\li~ 

LI.I:~ISU.i:l ~.S";'l'IOH 

U 1'l 5478 

GbH;ciU1J\1 ,~;li1:,;,j...:,G'r ION 
...~li() Tn :us .. J'J\'~Y 

(Tel.Yienna B ~.70]9) 

'Date of' oJ:i ..~in~;l 
Da'~e ail(~ 

in tilL 

Date Ol':t 

The Fedora.l Institution 1'01' 'dlG 'Pro::;8rvc\.ldon of IviOnUlD(mts 
honor to p1Qc'e tho.c1aim forth.:.:: l.'e::..~i.;itution o.i.~ 

'lu.'t object:;;, which ','Icl,<;;ic;;.;t"bli;:;hed by the :('epl'c:.:;enti.:)tive of the 
IrlstHutlon fo);' the 1Ji'eS01'v",tioll Oflll0l1llftlf.mts in tho 

~i.) .• 
'j..} D 

i. The ,art., objec~s ol'iLLLuting i'j;'OOli..l~ustl'ian Jewish privlltc :Pl'OL)(,":'ty 
r:errJ confiscuteu by tho 

(~..;)N9.'~0 'lih0 ~':l't MUI;)Culll of Linz, rE:s,iJoc:Giv ..H.1T 

Sociali::;rts., 

Q;l:2a ;R 'T"lJ,I. 

lO'i'~;fl i1.bl.SehiwUi,.." I.aill:tEleo.l)e c;f 
\ J.~.. il'jZ;j ,I, 1\'; ':' h-, 18'2<1

I ! I ;h. f . ..... f I G. t 

J".) A 245'7 g;)e~Paeg~~a, GoU,c ,;;;-~le. 'irhl'oo 
-:5 ..) " 2:,lBti.7 e.:Mi:ul..o, He ... oie betHlel:'Y, 

G.) .. 2925 Friedrich ilJll(:l'ling, pOl'trail; 
. --¥~~~'--~I~____~__~9~J~3~~~)~N~'~ii~~~S~CCaaJnJQonn.,~::~'·~'i~)~i~n~b~.'~'~;.~'b~'eHl~ij~8~i+t~i~.8~'~9Q~,-·~ 

II. The BI't o'ojccts orici!1::1ting from J(;;\'lish awl o'i;her 

I 
..\.uutl·ian, p1'i- I

I 

:; v~'\'e '.1?.:.'opcj,·ty, diseov":.J.'(:"; 'by tjle ::':'C:;C!lts of Hi tlcr, Dr Jantzen of I the BreiTJer . 
'I!, 1.'lo:r.'lcscbau and Dl'. Koestler of' Hambul;g ::mrl pm'c1!ased'lUHlor U:;;(;l oi' :L)J:'C;3SU;~'C • I 

,C::;"L . for t,he Al't Muse~ of Linz. . ' . " ,i . ~,,7l4z i 
., ','h,J--"NO .1.,) MuG .. (Municl1)leO~)5 Lauy bci'oj,'o "1;110 Mi'rI'or ~ ,.:tJcUntil1.G,Gertmm f b.b~L1t 18~:0 . ' J 


'. !);::I:C "2.) '~' ,877;;, F .G.Waldmuellel', }1ot;:8:U'; of <3 [1~11l on C::;,lW,:,,s t,;,:xh9 •.) cm_ ~IfA"l 

;;:.;!j:c:';' 3~).1t 8785 11, Po:cti:aH of the i'!if(~ of tho al'ti:.;t;,____ ~If.;U'i 

"i', ,', .' 0'1 cttnvo'" h' ..··,() r.n ' 

"'~:'v)~-\~ " , 	 , ~'.~ 'I·~/:-.!.., ~~'" i 
'~~~ar'.4.) 	 II 11535 J.:o•.Dl'cch81el', bouquc·b. on '1lood h~~'r J~,:: ..;:,-_____ 311-3/1 

II 4526 J.B.Drechs1er, b;::H.lqi.lotl, au ,'1ood 4;/:tlX ,jl,u ·C[O.... 3q.J2J 
It 2810 Cm'lRahl, l'ol'tJ:'aH of E.mna ?l'iep~l1bE:l'GCj,~ on (;;:,nv:.,.::; ~ "2. .... ~.rl. 

5) 5x.45 em. ~ 	 ~3~ 1 

· 
(ovel' ) 

i 	 I, 
i 

•.'. 1' 

,.. ... 
\ 

,:;:,'?r .5.)
:!;I:;~ .....6.) 
:\;i,i.;;LI. ,., 

i1;li 

'" 

http:Joinl;-s.lL


1', ...:..... ',<, """', 

'~!(:,>,"::;:, ,~ .' " "., , ;" ': :',~'\. ' ...... '.' . . . . 

~~~,~ArlEI~~~CE~)~~, ~,I ~",NArloN~t ,AI1Ci lIV';:J/ 
. ;:.:I'·.'·i.... ·...:!:~ECLJ\ssiFiEO-'·~:··'··'·· 

.\'>\·::~~\i;,.,,_~_ ,,:.. '.. _.)1,'!A~!Cri~ ,.,-/VIJ71'I'Id'. t 
;';s'; INnII I,· ~ Q.!'tL.
·tll~~- NARA,Dcle-+IU.l ' 

:r-l~=:.:-::=;·=·=" 

l~. 0 bjects Ori~iUO t l::~-from J .wi all and o·~her jlri VU toIII. T1lO or t 
'i propel'ty" sold 'cothe Al'tlVluseum of Linz by AUo'Gl'i.:.n ert;l1opG. 

':,;,·r{· .. \ on', , ,... . '" .", . . ' .114~. ..J.~y~~k]:..~:.Y~;:2.L.Y LJ.!~~1J....Tl!..l.:<?_~: mO((~~G WlL?1:~.;~hc '~..!' 
''l" L.) Mite. 3071 JOJ:is, ~":n Sori',i.3till life, :f:;,·u.i~~, oil llain~iac;on ':ioQcl, 60:c33 cm":,

1I. i;~" 2.)... It t....Jnj,~.·Nel.nOJ,. Tomm, Birds, :;till life 0:;'1 cmwas 51;\55 cm_..__- --." If3r: 
JI:';:_3.. ). ", ,,It'21L " If " "," II, " II· -- I'IJ/.F
I£i':!:~4.t, It.i#..4}!Xl~ F.G.Viu~clmuol]er. 'l'lle b)ol;hc'r~of'i;.ile Ul'l.;i:;;'G.on canvas ~2,5x49 crl1-,.~Jl.tj.P 
.II:' .::* 5..) It ill 89,,6 .,Eduul'd Gl'uetzl1eJ:', MOUtl5i;Gry 1i bl'Ul'Y, • ;;;kc'i;ch on q;,mvas 39,5;GO em .l..36Sl 
jIr,;'.6..2 \I ,..J~d.~F.G.Viu1dmUellel',Por~:.:uHof d c~J:c~o~:l'aphe~' unO. his "',ife t on oale I 
...•it· 'i. '. '. . ,... < • , ••' wood t l!1xj2..J em .'. " I - - -......-..-... ..::;»3'" I 
:~:,. 7~) .,11 2912 Francois :t:~Ftlbj,'e JI1a1~ l)Oj,'tl':dt of u lady, b~l' C81lVUS .32:i:~,5 cm S'f13 I 

.zr.ll: O.) It . 10299 Chr.Vi.R. DiG'kich,nalian l<.md.scu,Po on oal-;:v:ood, i23'95x3l.5- .3S'o;J..i 
Jr/_ 9.. L..!-...".-9...5.Q9", Jose:Qh. Hoben J, Mar,HitIli:llal1.6.bC";P0 nC;81' PosiGDllO'? ,on {~00d~3 ,5x4,~ em; 

II '. ,tIia..' 10 • \ ", . ,qC;V:, JoselJh Rebell. Lighth.. ouse of Po·.:;znoli, OIl Hood. 2::) 5~x'16 em, ~ ...... $ i 
. . '. ~,~ ./."'I4.~!":'t""'·h'._"'~;"""''''''':-f·''a:..J:" . J. . . t ;,.;, J -----.t""" • .,..,.. 
n:',_;il.1.1 .....33Wt Vaspal' Net:Jchel', l)o:';·""l,'1.dt of a Gonel·':ll,paint::'ne _-:------- 3,r.2.1 ! 
:O::;t..i12.'I_!....~"....,9.I~7... Emil Lud:;.'iG Loehl', Vier: of Bad Ga.:;~dl1, 011, canvas t A7'xG2 cm -- 3.[:2.:l.1 
:p::;".,13.) II ,3007 jacob" Victor:;;,' Foul' piGeons, on o.:.Jc r:ood, 1:,7xJ.~8 cm -L-,---- 3S.)'1 i 
,1L. ,.14.)-1'1, •• 6!ip~Vinzellz Fbchcl', Anti(.,Lue i'o,ncy architec',;u:ccwHh triLlillplw1 oX'ell ' I 

.. >";j; " " .... . . '. , 52x,'S cm ~----- 3J.(~1
Jl. ,~15. ).. ,," ...._~,Q Vin:.:;enz Fh;cl1el't, ani;iyuo ,.i.':)lliHl~eml)le ',:ith 3ucl'il'ieitil ~;ocne '_~.i1f/'<l ~ 
.:a.'.i16.) It 9123 II II 'i:;olllplc'.:itll soedfic:lnl scene, 521~73 6mo_ Jn~\ 
,JI. _17. )_" ~ 6,8_ II, ,II . tomplG Gnd hC:;l'tlOl', .5 2:<73 em'· ,.~. __ '3:':J. 7 i 

.;[';[,!,:~; .- ....--.--. ! 
, }V~~>~ 'rhrouch msui8'~ion of~ho' Al",; ohop of NodlHll1111JOr....;Pl'i,nz _(OskarU~lile1) t Vi"?.~!. I 

~ .. 

oJ '.",' 1.) Mue. 7486 A..LeU t ObeI'see ncar Bl;U'chtosga;::;on, 122,5::156 Ofll 


- 11.2.) 1'1 901J,7 At., ,MEl§1103C.O, MOll.\\:S ut'(;mir meal in a L;rol.;'l.;o. lJclin'~ing _ '31;).8 


llL;1~tc). Galiel'Y Neunmrul. Vi,nna, I 

~.-..-- .3/.r..>' 
I 

, I 
Art sho,E Buhr t... Vic.~~ , I 

"9221' Jan Gl£luber; 110:('oica1 lund3capc t oil on C<JllVUS. 3/~b 

, " 

" 
I,' 

'.' 1 
" , 

, , 

I 
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rv. Tho A.l't objecl;s from coni'iscat;ed Pl'OiJ(.:l'ty of Auutl'i8n 
mpllui;cel'ies und polHicCill.:l vel'iJocuted b)er:,on.3 t as viell 

,.';,·:::Y;{l ,as from Jowishcollectibns t Be!luirod fOl' ·the Art MU3('HUll 
;:', ,,':"',j'J 
,"'r"l':: 	 of LinZf 

t,:,,,~ .", ' ,
/'" ,,, 

Collection Hortgn~;e EL;Glor t Vienna 1, 

l:.,~ MN:9 ')1103 Fla. '.'falE:'l:!:>lIlQl1.91' • A.pot bt~ " f;l ]tW le\;el, oil on "ood . 	 _,,,,,"w_n ,.,..._- .. , ..........., ... -.. " ,.-,;;;,
"rne2';"~ H1S.!} 	 ... '..,It 	 H. Ii:3;.) • 11105 

.Ii. ) 11100 Ii d Ii ti,
" 	

~ 

" I' 

.. In 19J3 blI8""Ei picetll:'es WC.L"'C eoldtlnde:e 1Jl'QOOtl1'e: 'bo IIH1~u'.· 
Ii 10.56.5 F.G.ilaldfihielle,c t • LallEleee;tlO, oil Oft wood t ;;Ja~oh::5 SOp1... 

" 	 ' 

Collection Dr. Frqnz Erlach t Vienna: 

Collcl1tion AntouEttcr. EadI.schh ~~{r~"':r;;;;. '. '" -'---'~-----:~-,,-,-p~~ ~', .~. A.u....--...~ 

J NO' Mue h2l.j.9. 	 oi' Sl::llzburG Ol'iL,il'l.. al.out 1420-S,t. WblfgDl1[;t 6tOU0 st:xtue 
acqui:;.·edon ~~7 July 19hO fOl'~hs Al"t MU::::GLUll of' Linz by 
order of Posse ---- - --- . , ! ­

Collection. Fii;;chl , Vienna •. 
r.4QQ' Ul!+9 Qo·bhie:,. be(;,h..tinG ef 16'611 6bllt. I ... 1.':';11'" id ~~11"'" 

.~ ',IY:il'sQl 10(;=10. ii'iltlO',IH01' iH 0.:(.3::" '69 6u',~e pa:tt of· 
1)ex' i\il:·O±)Ol'~&' .• ti6;\IJ~ oho ..,Jig·j"l)·e .:- 0 Dj i". ll"d t'i!j Iwfl)9,l:t:l~" 
jibe MLtE:J i'o:t't:loll l;)y:wo· • .;;e '.0 ,;sen ;i.: to tho 1\1'1; .t1'itlU:':'l,1.ffl of l.irl.;h,,

Monas'i;eryof Engalszen, UPlJCr 1.uGtl'ial 
Mue lj,2962-h297l. Three bOI'oy'ue ovens. 

The ovens. came fl'om 'tho mOnc.stel"Z, 'which 1':03 li(llli~a'i;ed o~r 

the National Socig:.li3tG. 'riley ','Iore ro ld and stored in 
Passau. ~ '-'" '-"''''-''''_'''''' __--.:........:.-..----:----- ­

\ 

Lembruch-BachUlel~ienna:, 
I-.r I!.£ti; MUG 8811 n More·tto .Coro!lD..~i;)u ol'M:ax'y, pdi:.:rliiri:[;; ,1t,' " 

.,JJ- . ,-- .E::.cquircd on ;!8 July 19h1~hrol\J.1 Po.::;ce. ~.1 '1 $ 

(ovO),' ) 

.. ,. 

, \ 
, \ 

1 

http:falE:'l:!:>lIlQl1.91


:"'~" ....:.,~- ---_ ..... .,..,. ... ­

- 1~ -

..... Collection. Berta M01'01.!.LJi0nna: 

"""~.¥:¢, h) l!.i!d:O 81'~9 F.G .i'/aldrlltle 110l", Hc;) eov:.. l'S d t lltlilt~ in,:., 


J"·A_..":2.Q'_'·' .\ n 71.;/1: 0"'1t'H_'.~~o/,,""~' C!t...... L~.~.· ',"n Jv"v.. l" .,t;' .. ~'" --tju" - D" ."",;1:.,.. ~;;v-t:I'-,:t: .... """"- C''''... ,.,..,,,.1 -,~.". j,tQlln~ °1 ('I l'rotl, Q:~;!: O.:} 'i:,j;)(: 

/ ' ... :tl1](' l!njnl'j;1j:':"l 'j'~'i',' ~. ,:.:.u:i.:'Otl on ., i'j(lJr"lIIbp;' 19!:~O 'i;h?!,3u,;h i,stJuc;.... 

. ' CollecUon l'hilipp~:Pul(;),"t01::.!JioiAI).Ja,t _. " , " I . 

~ . ~. _Mue 4503.. ~.Ell[,e:...th t l)o~·tl'ait': of' 3. 1.J0y,,:Hh doc;. Oil on CElllVas. 79x63 cm. J.94'l: 
,.Y't" . '. ~n 1943 tho::! iactUl'O m:iS col(.;. unde:!:' 'Pl'o;:;;;.;u:ce by the mi'o of tho : 

owner '.:ho h';.id b:;ea iJUG. ill 'pl'ic;on b~('the ;'~(jtionDl Socialist::,;. 

COllectionVilc'cor R6ininghau:.;, 'Vionn~: . '~{j ~tJE., . . 
9133. Hans M.ukarti, Ccilih6, con;;istiJlC; of h. i.ildiVid.UcN. lnc~lU'os,~ It?/, 
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Board of Economic Warfare 

Temporary Building T, Fourteenth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. 

EXecutive 7030, Branch 411 

MEMBERS 

Chairman (Vice President of the United 
States) _______._ .. _____ ___ ____ _ HENRY A. WALLACE 

Secretary of State__________________ CORDELL HULL 
Secretary of the Treasury______________ HENRY MORGENTHAU, JR. 
Secretary of War___ __________ HENRY L. STIMSON 
Attorney GeneraL ____________________ FRANCIS BIDDLE 
Secretary of the Na.vy_____ ____ FRANK KNOX 
Secretary of Agriculture_ CLAUDE R. WICKARD 
Secretary of Commerce_____ _____ JESSE H. JONES 
Chairman of War Production Board _____ DONALD M. NELSON 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs____ NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER 
Lend-Lease Admi~istrator ____,_ EDWARD R. STETTINIUS, JR. 

STAFF 
Executive Director. __ _ _ _________ _ :MILO PERKINS 


Special Assistant to the Executive

Director____________ _ E. W. GAUMl'iITZ 


Assistant to the Executive Director ___ _ J.t. MCCAMY 

Assistant to the Executive Director__ V.F.COE 


Assista.nt Director in charge of Imports_ IVIoRRIS ROSEl'iTHAL 
Assistant Director in charge of Exports__ _ HECTOR LAZO 
Assistant Director in charge of Economic

Warfare Analysis__________________ _ WILLIAM STONE 
General CounseL ________ ' __ _ IVloNROE OPl'ENHEIMER 
Administrath"e Officer.________________ _ DAVID B. VAUGHAN 

CREATION .4.ND AUTHoHITY.-Executive Order 8982 of'December 
17, 1941, changed the name of the Economic Defense Board to the 
Board of Economic Warfare. The Economic Defense Board was 
establishedby Executive Order 8839 on July 30, 1941, "for the purpose 
of developing and coordinating policies, plans, and programs desi~ed 
to protect and stren~hen the mternational economic relations ot the 
United States in the mterest of national defense." 

The term "economic defense" was'defined in paragraph 1 of the order 
as "the conduct, in the interest of national defense, of international 
economic activities including those relating to exports, imports, the 
acquisition an9. disposition of materials and commodities from foreign 
countries including preclusive buying, transactions in foreign exchange 
and foreign-owned or foreign-controlled property, international in­
vestments and extensions of credit, shipping and transportation of 
goods among countries, the international aspects of patents, interna­
tional communications pertaining to commerce, and other foreign 
economic matters." '. . 

PURPosE.-The functions and duties given the Board by Executive 
Order 8839 are to : ' . 

"a. Advise the President ns to economic defense measures to be taken 
or functions to be performed which are essential to the effective defense 
of the Nation. . 

" 

; 
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"b. Coordinate the policies and actions of tbe several departments 
and agencies carrying 011 activities relating to economic defense in 
order to assure unity and balance in the application of such measures . 

."c. Develop integrated economic defense plans and programs for co­

ordinated action by the departments and agencies concerned and use 

all appropriate means to assure that such plans and programs are 

carried into effect by such departments and agencies. . 


"d. Make investigations and advise the President on the relationship 
of economic defense [as defined in paragraph 1] measures to post-war 
economic reconstruction and on the steps to be taken to protect the 
trade position of the United States and to expedite the establishment 
of sound, peace-time international economic relationships. 

"e. ReVIew proposed or existing legislation relating to or affecting 
economic defense and, with the approval of the President, recommend 

. such additionallegisl!'\tion as may be necessar,Y or desirable." . 
Executive Order 8839 directed that "the admlnistration of the various 

activities relating to economic defense shall remain with 'the several 
departments and agencies now charged with such duties but such ad­
ministration shall conform to the policies formulated or approved by 

. the Board." In order to facilitate such conformance, the order fur­
ther provided that an officer or officers of each of the following depart­
ments and agencies, a.{>pointed with the approval of the Chalrman of 
the Board of Econorinc Warfare, represent the department ·or agency 
in its continuing relationship with the Boar.d: Departments of the 
Post Office, the Interior, and Labor, the United States Maritime Com­
mission, United State~ Tariff Commission, Federal Trade Commission, 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Securities and . 
Exchange Commission, National Resources Planning Board, Board of 
War Communications, War Production Board, Office of Price Adminis­
tration, Office of the Coordinator of Inter-An1erican Affairs, Perma­

nent Joint Board on Defense, Office of Lend-Lease Administration, 
and such additional departments and agencies as the Chairman may 
from time to time determine.· ' , . 

The Board of Economic Warfare is vested with the responsibility, 
iointly with the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Attorney General, and the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs, for the preparation of lists of persons deemed 
to be acting in collaboration with Axis powers against the interests of 
the United States. . 

ACTIVITIES· 

. OFFICE OF EXPORTs.-By Executive. Order 8900, dated September 
15, 1941, the Board of Economic Warfare is vested with authoritv 
over export control under section 6 of the act of July. 2, 1940 (54 
~tat. 714; '50 U. S. C. 701), induding the auth~n:ity to issue or deny 
hcenses for the export of goods and commodItIes. In the admin­
istration of this authority, the Office of Exports directs the flow of 
commodities in commercial export cha.n~lels in suc~ a way ~hat the 
power of supply c~n be used as a poslh:,e ecopomlC weapon in the 
successful prosecutIOn of the war. SpecIfically- .. 

1. The flow of materials either directly or ,indirectly to unfriendly 
nations and unfriendly consignees must be prevented. • . 

. 	 2. Unwarranted depletion of stocks of critical and str!ltegic mate­
rials in the United States must be prevented. . : . 
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.. 3. Civilian operations abroad which directly or indirectly con­
tribute to the military operations of the United Nations must be 
supplied. 

4. Industries and development projects located abroad producing 
materials required by the United States in its war effort must be 
supplied... ... 

5. Essential needs of friendly countries abroad rriust be supplied, 
namely: (a) materials for their defense efforts! (b) materials neces­
sary to maintain their public health or mora e, and (c) materials 
necessary to the maintenanCe of their basic industries . 
. It is a major task of the Office of Exports to advocate release of 

materials from United States stockpiles to aid friendly countries 
in meeting their obligations as contributing partners III the war 
effort of the United Nations and in satisfyin~ their essential economic 
needs, without .permitting too drastic depletIOn 'of domestic stores or 
allowing such materials to fall into unfriendly hands. 

Under Executive Order 8942, dated November 19; 1941, the Board 
of Economic Warfare is authorized to "requisition and dispose of 
property," pursuant to the acts of October 10, 1940 (54 Stat. 1990; 50 
U. S. C. 99 note), and October 16,1941 (55 Stat. 742; 50 App. U. S. C .. 
721-22), when requested todc. so by the War Production Board. The 
Executive Director of the Board of Economic Warfare is further au­
thorized, under this order, to "initiate action for the requisitioning of 
property by submitting proposals for requisition and disposition" to 
the War Production Boarq. The submission of such proposal is sub­
ject to the findings necessary under the acts which are to be made by 
the Executive Director. The Executive Director is authorized to 
requisition and dispose of property if the War Production Board finds 
such requisitions and disposal to be consistent with thepriori~ies and 
allocation program. He is also authorized to determine the amount 
of fair and just compensation·of any property so requisitioned. 

Under Executive Order 8926, dated October 28,1941, establishing the 
Lmd-Lease Administration, master lend-lease agreements are required 
to be negotiated by the State Department with the advice of the Lend­
Lease Administration and the Board of Economic Warfare. Also, 
under t~is order, the Lend-~ease Administrator is reguired to make 
appropriate arrangements WIth the Board of Economic Warfare for 
the review and .clearance of lend-lease transactions which affect the 
economic defense of the United States as defined in Executive Order 
8839. . 

OFFICE OF IMPoRTS.-Under Executive Order 9128, dated April 13, 
1942, the Board of Economic Warfare is vested with final responsi­
bility for the procurement of materials and commodities required 
to he imported for the war production effort and the civilian econ· 
omy, including the development, production, and, in some cases, 
the disposition of such materials and commodities.. In addition, 
the order directed the Board to "determine the policies, plans pro­
cedures; and methods of the several Federal departments, establish­
ments, and agencies with respect to the procurement and production 
of such materials and commodities, including the financing thereof; 
and issue such directives, or initiate such proposals with respect 
thereto as it may deeIll. necessary." . 
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Besides directing the procurement from world sources of available 
supplies of critical and strategic materials, the Office ·of Imports 
intensifies the development of materials in new areas to replace old 
sources cut oft'· by enemy action; plans purchases to help maintain 
domestic economIes in friendly countries; and plans 'and directs 
preclusive buying to keep commodities out of the hands of Axis 
nations. The Office of Imports is also responsible for ar:ranging and 
providing for the receipt of imported commodities as reciprocal 
aid from foreign governments in connection with the Lend-Lease 
Act. ' 

OFFIOE OF EOONO)l'IC WARYARE ANALYSIs.-Strategy for the cam­
paigns of economic warfare is, prepared in the' Office of Economic 
Warfare Analysis on the basis of running analyses kept' of the eco­
nomic ,Position' of each country. Close working relationships are 

I__~a}ntamed with t~e British ~:lin.istr~ .of EconomIc Warfare. in com­
~Ihng an eXbpwgIVe eCOnQmlC mte bgence file.lnformatlOn thus 

made available helps determine blockade action to keep vital supplies 
from the enemy, and directly assists the Army and Navy by helping 
to answer military questions of supply, transportation, and attack on 
industrial objectives. ' , . 

Studies made by the Office of Economic Warfare Analysis of ways 
to ,help frien~ly countries t? build up their economies and k~er them 
gOllig are an Important baSIS for programs developed by the Offices of 
Exports and Imports. Frequently technical experts and experienced 
operating men are sent to friendly countries on a partnership basis 

'to help realign and develop natural resources and industrial organi­
z~tions. In close cooperation with Army and Navy air services, the 
Office of Economic Warfare Analysis has made possible the develop­
ment of a fast and efficient pick-up service for Importing vital sup­
plies on transport planes returning from military missions. 

Approved. , ' 
HENEY A. WALLAcE 

Ohairman 
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VIENNA AREA COMMAND 

f. Demolition of Buildings. Three buildings were blasted, 
n the, Tnternatipnal Zone. ' 

g. " Sewage. 1321 dama~ed plaoes reported, 848 repaired, 
98 being repaired. An average of 900 workmen, 40 contractors, 
o tru9kS and 24, horse-drawn cars were 'used dai ly .' . . , , 

h. ' Bridges. ,The Kagran bridge was opened on the 22nd of 
he month. Pavement on the Augarten bridge is about completed. 
ne ~nd of the, Schweden bridge was raised 27 feet. Final repairs' 
ere made on Aspern bridge 'which was opened for'traffic on 24 
ovember, 1945. Bridge, work this month: 

Completed 
Under construction 

!Contractors ' 
Workmen 
'Trucks 

2 
13 
10 (average)

211 ' (averi:1ge) 
8 

i • streets. 218 craters repaired, 585 workmen (average), 
5 contractors (average) ,'24 moto~ vehicles (average), and 100 
igons d'rawn by horse (average). 

j. 'Snow Removal. The ci ty has 76 small prime movers" 
sighing' a bout 2~ tons equi'pped to tow trail plows.: The street 
:ir company has cars fitted up with plows to clear tracks, and 
1e U. S., Engineers have two six-ton trucks fitted wi th snow 
,lows. A;ll of this equipm'ent is inadequate to clear the streets, 

Q. case o,f a heavy snow fall. Fitting trucks with plows is not 
!tlsfactory since trucks, heavy enough for this type of work ~re 
Jt available. Vehicles with steel tracts will, slip on streets 
ld bull dozers are not sui ta ble., It has beeh determined tha t 
11y trucks weighing 4. too ,,6 ·tons and on rubber tires will be 
litable and efficient. 

k •. General. Progress of repairs of war damages' in the 
nerican Zone of hours is as follows : ' 

30 Nov 
45.4% 
45. 2%' 
52.1% 

0.9'1% 
49.6% 

in percentage 

31 Oct 
street repair 35.3% 
Water system 40.0% 
Sewage system 41.0% 
Building repairs 0.8% 
Debris ,clearance 49.0% 

, PROPERTY CONTROL 

. a. 'Business en~erprises, real estate and personal proper­
,es taken under the custody and control of this' office during 
1e month .of November totaled approximately one hundr~d and ten • 
•1 of the'se property interests were owned by American nationals 
~ nationals of the United Nations. One-third' of ,these proper- . 
.es were posted with the protective notices.' Of the remainder, 
lvestigations are in progress determining the, American and United 
.tions interest involved. In all cases where; Public Administra­
Irs have beenappo'inted by the .Austrian government; Property 
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.VIENNA .AREA COMMAND 

Control continues to advise them of 'the new situation and 
responsibilities and duties involved. In compliance 'with Militar 
Government Instructions No •. 17, dated 8 september 1945, all prop­
erti~s under control of this office~ where protective .notices wer\ 
issued, were allotted seria 1 -numbers for identifying purposes ~ , . 

. :! , .. b •. ' A list, showing the naIne and address of the American or 
United Nations national owner, the addressor location of the 
proper'ty involved, and its general description has been prepared 
of all ptopartiesregistered with this. office located in Russian 
controlled Bezirks of Vienna.. 

c. Forms MG/APC 2 have been distri'buted to the Administra­
tors and Managers of all property interests under. control of this 
office where protective posters have been issued. It is expected 
that. these forms will be comnleted and returned within the first 
week'of December. Thereafter Forms MG/APC 2 will be completed' 
for all other properties registered with this office. 

d. The French Occupation Forces in Vienna have been serving 
. notices on all business enterprises located in their zone of 
occupation requiring said business enterprises to submit inven­
tories and financial reports. In some,caseS'theyhave blocked 
the transfer or sale of raw materials and finished products. , 
However, the French occupation authorities have agreed to exempt 
American or United Nations nationals' property interests which 
are under control of the American Property Control sub-section • 

.3. PUBLIC HEALTH 
:,: 
" 	 a. General Health. 'll1e general health of the civilian pop­
: 
j, 	 ulation of the, ci ty of 'Vienna' is essentia 11y unchanged from 

previous months. The final reporting on the de~th rate per 1000 
people per month by the Social Ministry has not been received' 
for the months of October and November 1945. For September, the 
civilian death rate was .3 per 1000 per month, which contrasts 
to the rate of 1.4 per 1000 per month for the month of September
1944. Thus the rate for all intents and purposes is essentially
high. There is no reason to believe that it is any lower for 

. October and November. However, between 80 to 90% of the deaths 
are falling in ,'the age group over 60 years of age, and the in­
crease in the civilian Jiea th rate ls, for the most part ,made up
of individuals in this' p3.rticular age, group •. The infant mortali t 
ra te for October was 142.58 per 1000 li va births, which is in 
contrast to the rate of 50 deaths per 1000 live births of infants 
0-1 year of age for october 1944. The general' .qealth of the 
population in spite of a diet which is mini.ll:fll in caloric require 
ments and which fulfills none of the requirements for essential 
food stuffs, such as animal protein, vitamins (with the exception 
of the Vitamin B complex) and essential minerals, the public fail 
to show overt Signs of extensive malnutrition, "itamindeficiency 
disea~es, or even sub-clinical avitaminotic conditions. 'Ihis is, 
in short, a paradox, but must be beld with some degree as reserva 
tion because an extensive and thorough investigation of this 
problem has not been conducted by th-e American Armed Forces since 
september 1945. To. submi t a brj.ef statement, criteria ba:;ied on 
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REPARATIONS, DEUVERIES 8 RESTITUTION DIVISION 

SYNOPSIS 

The month of November 1945, MS been a month of increased progress in 

taking under control proj:8rtiesof Uni:t,.ed Nations nationals and of the German 


,G<?vern:nent and it~nationals. The prevention of th8 dissapation of assets and 
t4e preservation Of the income derived therefrom has been accomplished. A , 
workable system of property control has been established with standardized and 
simplified proj:8rty control forms, applicable to all Lands, having been issued. 
An increasing ntnnber of claims and inquiries have been receiv:ed from both our 
State Department, representing the interests of its nationals, and from indivi­
duals. These claims and inquiries have been processed promptly, and ,;the desired 
information furnished, whenever possible. 

The locating of displaced art an4 cultural objects is nearing completion, 
with the major portion of the Non-:-Austrian objeCts in art colle<?ting centers' , 
or restored to the rightful owners. Problems of transport and packing material 
were solved and the objects were removed from the various caches, hidqen in' , 
the mountains before the winter snows made the roads impassable. The Austrian 
collections of art and cultural objects will be tuned over to the ,Austrian 
goverrment when a responsible Austrian guard can be furnished for the, various 

,deposits. Military guards are being used on only two of these deposits at 
present. One shii:ment of paintings, taj:8stries, and ,sculpture has been returned 

,to the Austrian goverrment in Vienna. The more famous of these paintings will 
be' shown in the exhibit at the Vienna Museun scheduled to open on 15 Decembe,r. 

Another iniportant phase' of the work of the MonUIIJ6nts and Ii'ine Arts Branch 
is, the' restoration of war-damaged buildings of historic and artistic signifi ­
cance. As the major portion of these buildings are in the 'International Zone 
in Vienna, the projects are handled on 'a quadripartite basis. Temporary , 
measures are being taken to preserve the interior of these buildings from the 
winter snows and rains, with the permanent repairs to be started as soon as 
weather will permit in the spring.' " , ' 

The progress in the salvaging archives has been retarded by a lack of 

properly trained j:8rsonnel. ' This work involves a mllss of detail and Pains­

taking research. 


Action on reparations has not been taken pending'further interpretation 

of; the Potsdam Protocol. ' 


Restitutions have been limited; to fine arts and cultural objects~ Valuable 
collections of these looted objects,have been returned to France, Netherlanda~ 
Russia, and Austria. These are to be followed soon by, others. The Austrian 
r,estitution included the return of one of the largest ra,dium oollections in 
Euroj:8, to the Radiological, Institute in Vienna. There has been one exception 
to,the policy of making restitution of art and cultural objects only to the 
Allied Nations. This exception was the return of the highly significant Sacred 
Hand of st. Stephan to the Hungarians. This gesture had a tremendous morale' 
effect on the devout ~ian people. 
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;pgOl:ERTY CCfiTROL 

1. General. 

In analysing the general mission of the property o.::lntr01· funotion 
of Military Government it was realized that a priority r8ting m~t be. set 
ilp for tbe work to be aooomplished. The most important funotion of prorerty 
oontrol is the proteotion of prorerty against tmdue loss , either through 
looting, dissipation ¢ assets due to poor management, or laok of oare and 
maintenance. As business enterprises will suffer the greatest loss of 
capital men improrer1y a.dministered, the Land Prorertyo Control Officers 
~re instruoted to make a speoial effort to take that category at property 
under oontro1, with real estate and farm lands following in that order of 
priority. EmphasisW8.s:next placed on getting as many pieces of property 
as possible under oontro1 by postirig the property and appointing the . 
Administrators and later seouring the finanoia1 reports and statistical 
data for completed reoords. This has resulted in a oondition where, although 
a great number of properties are actually under oontro1, the oompleted records 
are not on file in the Property Control Branoh of the Reparation, Deliveries 
and Restitution Division. This condition. is illustrated graphioe.J.1y in 
Chart v. 

Another prime reason for the necessity of a stringent priority 
system was the inadequaoy of Property Control personnel,. both in quantity 
and in experience. A temporary alleviation of this Critioal. oondition has 
been the seouring of Officers and Enlisted Men,on a temporary duty basis, 
from taotioa1fie1d forces to work tmder the direot supervision of the 
experienced personnel available. This is a stop-gap measure and real progress 
will be oontitlgent on the securing of permanent personnel. 

2. Categories of Properties: 

Although many properties subjeot to oontro1, still remain outside 
the jurisdiotion of property· oontro1 officers, enough.' date, has been aoounulated 
to indioate a definite trend in the classes and categories of controlled 
properties. The following is a brief discussion, with related obarts, of 
the various types of properties: 

a. BUBiness Enterpris§th (See Chart I) 

A tote~ of two hundred and twenty-one (221) business enterprises 
have been taken under control as of November ,0, 1945. Of this number, forty­
three (43) are in Land Salzburg, one hundred seventy-seven (177) in Land 
Oberoesterreioh and one in Vienna. These represent the most ocmp1icated of the 
properties to supervise and administer. The polioy of Property Control pro­
Vides for management through the appointment administrators, in suoh 8, manner 
8,s to realize the maximum benefits possible for either the United Nation. 
nationals owner or the ultimate reparation aooount~ 

h. Real Estate- (See Chart nl 

A total of three hund:J;'ed and one (:301) real estate properties. 
haTe been taken under control as of 30 November 194'. Of this number, one 
hundred seventy-nine were in Land Salzburg and one hundred twenty-two (122) 
were in Land Oberoesterreich. A large majority of these properties are either 
OW'ned by Allied Nations t nationals, ·or are alleged to have been the subject. 
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of forced sale.· < The naxt largest" category is that of property formerly 
belongLng to Nazi 'Party members<. This class of property is largely non- < 
income Produoing and will probably revert.. at a later date. to the Austrian 
government for disposition. 

o. CUrrency and Preoious Metals. (See Chartr!r). 

A total of twoot.y-five {25} separate <oaohes of' ourrenoy.. gold, 
silver, or other metals have been located and taken underoontrol. This was 
largely the property of the German Government. This ,category will not show 
an increase unless additional caohes are found. 

d. Works of Arj.. {See Chart <IV}. 

Seven collections of art and oultural objects have been taken 
under control with ona collection having been returne<~ to its rightful owner 
as of 30 November 1945. < (See 'Part. n - Monuments and Fine Arts for additional 
det.ai1s) • r 

e. other Froperties • (See Chart IV) 

There have been thirty-nine (39] properties of a diversifiea. 
or Itc~:tch-al'llt category taken under oontrol as of 30< November 1945. <'l'w'o(2) 
groups' of this category have been <returned to the rightful owners. < 

f. SU!IDJ!,""Y 

'Properties of all classes and description under control as of 
the period covare d by this report. total five hundre d< ninety (590). < 

Business Real CUrrency &' Art Other 
Concerns EBtat§ Preoious <Met. Objects Fromr:U, TOTAL 

Allied Nations t ,XlationalS 12 52 2, 66 
Austrian state 21' 23 3 32 
Nazi Party_ & Party Leaders 6~ 24 266175 
Other Enemy Govts.& Nationals 11 10 6 2< 5 '34­
German Gove. & Nationals lZ] 16, 1 4 185 
Other< Froperty --.l ~ 7 

« 221~otals ,01 25 6 <37 590 

II. ~:NTS AND FINE ARTS < 

l~ General. 

The month of' November 194' brings the Monuments and Fine Arts work 
at t.he United St.ates Forces in Austria into the <"h0Dl9 stretch". <'The work 
whioh started pl"ior to 1 August 1945.. under the supervision of< highly skilled 
<and thoroughltexperienced personnel, has been <systematically carried <to a 
'point where the task of oanpleting ,the restoration of displaced art and cul..;. 
'tural objeot.s in Austria is reduced to a. few minOr details. 

1'here remains as wxf'inished work the restoration of the war-damaged 
buildings of historio and artistio significance. The prel~in8.ry work required 
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to set up projects tor restoration has been accanplished. The starting of 
actual construction is contingent on the availability of labor,material, trans­
port and suitable weather. As the work is centered in the international zone 
of Vienna it is handled on a quadripartite basis. In the majority of cases 
provision has been made for the ereotion of temporary shelters to prevent 
further damage to the interiors from the weather. 

2. Deposits. 

Twenty-two (22) deposits were located iIi. Land Salzburg and.nine­
teen (19) in Land Oberoesterreich. Of the total of torty-one (41) de­
posits. twenty-eight (28) eontained Austrian material only. and th-e 
remaining thirteen (13) contained both Austrian and Non-Austrian objects. The 
policy has been to clear those deposits which contain non-Aus.trian art and send 
the material to Collecting Points for later restitution ·to the owmr nations. 
The Austrian museum officials have been encouraged to clear their own deposits 
as ,rapidly as possible, the mcessary assistance being furnished by the United 
states :MFA officers. The collections will be handed over to the Austrian 
Government at the earliest practicable time. 

ClEARANCE CHAR'f OF NON-~tE'ffiIAN CCLLEC'l'ION 

Location. Cleared Partially Cleared 'To be Cleareg 

Alt Aussee X 
Bad Aussee X 
Fisohorne X 
Hallein X 
Kogl X 
La 0 pol elskr on X 
Liehtenberg X 

. Michealbe tire n X 
Mittersill X 
Mondsee X 
st. Florian X 
st. Gilgen X 
Sieghartstein X 

'fotals , 4 6 • 
• Four (4) of the six (6) deposits remaining to be cleared oontain only a 

small amount of material. Kogl andMondsee deposits have a considerable amOl.mt 
of material. ' 

,. COile cting POints. 

Three Art ColleotionPoints are being.used at present. The Collect­
ing Point at Munich serves as the reception center for those ~t objects of 
Non-Austrian ownership which were removed from the mine at AltAussee. 

'!'he Abbey at Kremsmunater is the Collecting Point of the Austrian 
art material which is being returned to Austria from Munich. 

The Property Control warehouse in Salzburg is used as the Collect­
ing Foint for all non-Austrian art evacuated from ooposits other than the. 
mine at Alt Auasee. . . 
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4. Work Accomplished. 

a. The first. of t.he project.s undert.aken wa~ t.he clearance of t.he 
I mine at. Alt Aussee. There was a t.wo-fold reason for giving t.hi,g collect.ion 
. first. priorit.y of at.t.enUon. . . 

{I} 	 The import.ance and great. numbers of objec~s canprising 
the collect.ion. 

(2) 	 The mine' at. Alt. Aussee is locat.e d in mountainous t.errain 
and t.he approach of winter would tender t.he roads hazar d­
our for transport. of art. object.s. 

This project. was st.art.ed in July by'specialist.s of t.he Third 
Army. When the command of t.his area was shift.ed t.o USFA, a slight. delay was 

1 ,experienced while permission was being secured to cont.imw, t.heevapuat.ion of 
,the cont.ent.s of t.he mine t.o t.he American Collect.ing Point. for Displaced Art.1 in Munich. The facilit.ies available at. Munich are such· t.hat. t.he invent.orying 
•and cataloguing can be carried on wit.h speed and accuracy due t.o t.he refer-­
ence library available .t.here. A represent.at.ive ,of.' t.he MFA, USFA, was sent. t.o 

, Munich t.o 	supervise and control t.he project. at. the .Collecting Point.. Two 
officers were furnished by 'MF'A, USFET,t.o supervise t.he act.ual operat.ion at. 
the mine. The trucks, truck crews, and packers were supplied by Third Army. 
Appraximat.ely five t.housand (5000) object.s were removed .comprising eight-siX 
(86) truck loads. The mine was canplet.ely cle,ared of Non-Austrian art. on 
2 November. The Libraryof.' t.he German Arcllaelogical Inst.it.ute, also 'st.ored in 
t.he Alt. Aussee mine, comprising 15000 cases is now in t.heprocess of being 
remove do 

b. The Hertziana Library, which had been removed. from Rome on orders 
,from 	Hit.ler and st.ore d in t.he salt. mino at. Hallein, near Salzburg, and in t.he 
castle of.' Licllt.enberg, has been moved to t.he Propert.y Control Warehouse in 
Salzburg. This operat.ion· wascomplet.ed 9 November • 

. c. The entire cont.ent.s of Villa Welz, at. S~. Gilgen" which, included 
many French paint.ings, print.s, 'ceramic and art. lit.erat.ure, has bee n remove d 

•t.o t.he 	Propert.y Control Warehouse in Salzburg., This collect.ion was acquited 
by Herr Welz during t.he occupation of Prance by t.he Germans and was t.o be a 
part. of t.he Landesgalerie in Salzburg. 

d. The cast.le at. Schloss Fiachorn'), whichcont.ained a large amount. 
of mat.erial loot.ed by t.he Nazis from t.he Museum and Univerl'li t.y Library at. 
Warsaw, Foland, has been cheeked, inventoried and is being removed t.o the 
Propert.y Control Warehouse in Salzburg. This operat.ion will be complet.e d by 
15 De camber. 

e. On 17 November a carload of paintings, tapestries, and sculpture 
was ret.urned. to Vienna and handed over to t.he Direct.orof the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum as recipient. for the Austrian Government. These objects had been stored 
in t.he mine at. Lauffen, but. had subsequently been removed by Nazi fanatica and 
were recovered by American troops and deposit.ed ·in t.he Propert.y Control Ware- .. 
house at. Salzburg prior t.o being ret.~ned t.o Vienna. 

f. On 27 November 't.he first of several shipments of art. ~bject.s 
belonging t.o Austria, which had been :t:'emoved from t.he mj.ne at. Alt. Aussee to 

. the Collecting Point at. Munich during t.he Third Armyoperat.ion in July, was 
ret.urned t.o t.he Collect.ing Point. at. Kremsmunster, Austria; when. complete t.he· 
colle ction will be taken over by t.he Austrian Government.. 
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g. The fanious painting 'The Artist at Work" by the Dutch 17th 

oentury artist Jan Vermeer, and formerly in the Czernin Colleotion in Vienna, 

was returre.d to the Austri6.n Government. This paintingha.d been appropriated 

by the SS for the Hitler Museum at Linz. 'tt was later ta:r:e.n to Alt Aussee 

u.d eventually to Munioh. Delivery was made -to the Director of the Kunst- . 

llistorisciles Museum, who reoeive.d it for the Austrian Government on 28 November. 


,h. A token delivery of art obje ats was made on 20 November by an 

offioer representing the Netherlands. This delivery involve.d thirty-one ()ll 

paintings whioh ha.d been loote.d from the Netherlan.ds duririg German OOC'.l~tion. 


5. Work Remaining, to be, Done. 

Work is in progress or projects haV'(' been set up on all remaining 

work of the MOJlUlDents an.d P'ire Arts Branoh. 


a. A program of urgent repair projeots for war-.damage.d buildings of 
, historio and artistic 1mporta:!08 has been' drawn up by the MFA representative /IJ 

of the :Four Oooupying Nations with the aFlsistanoe of the Austrian Monuments 
oftioials. This' program inoludes repairs an.d restoration of the follOlVing 
buildings: 

(l) The Stephans.dom 

(2) The Augustinerkir abe 

()) The Salvatorkirohe ," 

(4) The RuppreohtSkirche 

(5) The sav~yisohe Damenstdft 

(6) The Albertina 

(7) The Kunsthistorisches Museum 

(8) The Liohtenstein Winterpalais 

The permanent repairs on these struotures will start when the 
neoe ssary materials, and labor are available an.d weather oonditiona will permit.,. , 

, b. ,There remains at the mine at Alt AuSsee, the Library of the 
German Arohaelogioal Institute from Rome, paokeq in 1500 oases. This library 
will have been move.d to the Property Control Wuehouse in S8.lzburg by 15 December. 

o. All ,material looted by the Rosenberg organization and st.ore.d~ 
at JlI:esent, at Sohloss Kogl, will be remove.d to the Colleoting Point at Munich 

by 26 Deoember. , ' " ' 


d. The art material narr in process of being move.d from Sohloss 
Pisohorre an.d Sohlostl M:l.ttersill to the warehouse in Sal~burg will be completed
by 1, December. , " " ' 

, ,e. ,he final. shipnent of Austrian art trom the Colleoting Point at 

lIUJl1l?h to the Abbey of ltremsmumster will be made on 14 December., 
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t.. The musical instrument collection originally from the Museum at 
N'ueI'uberg"now at Schloss Siegbart.st.ein, will be moved to the Property Contro 
Warehouse in Salzburg by ,0 De oember • 

III ARCHIVE S. 

Progress in the salvage of archives has been retarded by the absence of 
the Chief of Branch, who has been hospiWized for thepa.stthree months. ,He,' 

. has now returned to duty and the sts:ff has been further a~nted by a civilian 
,specialist from the states. ' 

The Archives of the Court-Chancery, the Protocols of the Councils of 
Ministers, the Records of the Ministry of Justice,and the Patens 'of !lobility, 
are under control at Bad Iscbl. . These documents will be turmd over, to t:he 
Austrian GoverI'll!lent when suitable housing and moessary" transport are .available 
tor their return to Vienna. ' 

Documents relating to militarism and Nazism have been turned over to the 
G-2' documents Center. 

I 
li'ield inspections are in progress to check the handling of local archives 

in the' Laender, by Military Government Teams. . 

IV. ,REPARATIONS. ' 

, The Potsdam Protocol establisbedthe general policy for reparations in 
Austria. It did not, however, deal specifically ~tli German-owned pl:-operty 
in J\ustria. There is a large amount, of property in Austria held under German 
title which may be subject to reparations as German external assets." '!'be ' 
validity of the" German ownership must be established. ':Policy goverrdng prinaiple,' 
to be applied in determining ownership of such properties are now under con­

. s~deration on a governmental level. Allotments or ~emoval8 on aocoUJ?t of repa­
'rations will not be. approve d until, ~'high level policy ~s tormulate d•. 

.An operating procedure tor handling the ,meohanics of reparation is being 
developed. 

v. BESTI'l'UTION., , 

I 
, 1. Tbe ildtial restituticn polioy provided roronly the return, Ot identi­
tiable works of art and cultura+objeets•. In aooordance with this direetive. 
the restitution of ert and cultural objects, which were moved into Austria 
'dur~ng German ocoupation, is being made and will be concluded at an early date. 

, 2. Reoent directives bl~den the policy of restitution. Steps are beiDg 
taken. to implement the directives and to develop' a uniform procedure. UndSr 
the interim policy the following goVernments have been invited to prepare 
oonsolidated lists of items taken by Germans in order to facilit.ate identifioation 
of such property in the United States Zone: ' Prance. Belgium. USSR. Luxembourg. 
Netherlands, Norway. Denmark. Poland, Czechoslovakia,'Greece, Yugoslavia.• 
Restitution during the interim period will. be made only to the abow mentiolled 
c.ountries. Atter each list has been examined t.y the ZOIle Camnander. the several 
cpuntries ~noerned will be permitted to send small missions into the Zone ~or 
i'dentif'ioation of these 1t.ems and to ,arrange for their return. !o date•. there 
bavebeen no lists received from any nation. It is expected that these are 
b6ing prepared for early' submission. ' 

,. 'All properties which maY' be subject to restitution are being taken 
,under control, recor~d and held pending develop:nents. ' ' 

NOVE,MBER 1945 


i 
153 

N(Y1"TCR, 'I'!HS;M.a..pR!H~r MhVlis photocopy'may hot be further reproduced HonVFR 'IN,TTTT 1'1"'1(1"1 ' ,~ 

I 



l:JVld lINV NOI~n1OAlli 'lIViYI. NO 

NOliO.LLLSNI lI3:AOOH. 

R. 0.8& R. DIVISION PROPERTY CONTROL 

177 BUSINESS CONCERNS 

.LAND OBEROESTERREICH· . 


60 
NAZI PARTY LEADER$ 

.36 
ALL OTHERS 

99 

GERMAN a GERMAN NATIONAL 

43 BUSINESS CONCERNS 

LAND SALZBURG 


28 . 

GERMAN AND 
GERMAN NATIONAL 

. \ 

! . 

, . 

, 

CHART· I 

NOVEMBER 1945 


154 




" 

) 

. R. D. Sa R. DIVISION ·PROPERTY CONTROL 

.,' 179 REAL ESTATE . PROPERTIES '.". . . . . ... ' , 

LAND OBEROESTERREICH 

, 
'. 

I 

I 


.1 

1 
I 

I 
1 
,~ 
i 
" 

160 

lEADERS' 

.'. 

1­

',." 

122 REAL ESTATE, PR9~ERT.IES 
·LANDnSALZBURG, 

\ 

" 

. 87 

'. GERMAN AND 
GERMAN NATioNALS·" 

142, 

. UNITED :NATIONAlS 

. ' 

. CHART 2 

" 
NOVEMBER 1945 .' 


• 1 155 
;:u,..,:. 

.' . . 
NOTICE:: THTS MATP.RJ >\T, MAY',is photocopy: may not ~ fut"thet" r~produced -HOOVFR 'INSTl~'rT-TTT()N . ~ 



1 

. 3:JV3d ONV NOIJ.n101\311 'lIVIl\ NO 

~H~IijXdOO xa as~~ijd 3a NOliO.LLLSNI ll3:AOOH X'dW '1\IIM3~'dW snu :3;)I.tON 

, , 

t:tD~ e. R. DIVISION PROPERTY-CONTROL 

25 PROPERTY GROUPS 


CURRENCY a PRECIOUS METALS 


6 
OTHER ENEMy 

3 
AUSTRIAN 

STATE 

.16 


GERMAN GOVT. S NATIONALS 

. CHART 3 


NOVEMBER 1945 


156 




I 

1" 

r 

'" '1.', '\~.': '~~r:~\ '. .;. 
"' ~. , 

R. D. a R. DIVISION PROPERTY CONTROU" "'.' .' 
, ' " \. 

" ';1;.,_i 
',." 

6 GROUPS O-F ART OBJECTS" .J:i 

". 

3 - AUSTRIAN STATE 

2-0THER ENEMY~-GERMAN GOVT. 
··,GOVT. 81 NAT10NALS\S NATIONALS 

., 

";.g 
• .! 

;,' 

37 OTHER PROPERTIES 

'. 

NAZI PARTY 
,LEADERS 

5 
iTHER ENEMY 

GOVT. a NATIONAL 

8 

CHART 4 

NOVEMBEAt945 

" 157 

·is photocopy may not be,further reproduced HonVFR INSTITT TTU1"'T '~ NOTTeR: THJS MII'rF:RTlH. r~AV 



• 
:I:.

JV'~
d tl

N
V

 N
O

I.
L

fl
lU

A
31

1 
·lI

V
Il

\ 
N

O
 

-p
o4
:!
n~
 :

::"
~:n

::>
ads

' a
4:

! 
:!

no
4:

!1
""

 p
a

:!
n

q
p

':l
S

1
P

 .
l~ 

. .
tH

D
IH

A
dC

O
 

xa
 C

l3
.:

r.
:t

a.
LO

~d
 

31
3 


N
O

L
L

01
Jl

S
N

I 
lI

3.
A

O
O

H
 

pa
::>

np
o.

ld
a.

l 
.l

a
4

:!
.l

n
} 

a
q

 '
:lo

u 
.-\

ew
 .

-\d
o:

:>
o'

:1
04

d 
s1

4.
.1

 

XV

W
 
'l
Vl
~.
tV
W 

S
IH

.t
 

:3
:>

I.
tO

N
 

R.
D.

 a
R.

 D
IV

IS
IO

N·
 

'<
. 

" ::u 
", 

0 " IT
1 

::0
 

-t
 

-<
 

~
 

en
 

--
" 

N
....,

 
(J

1
 

0 
to

 
to

 
'"'

0 

0 
CD

 
0 

::0
 

Z
 

'"'
0 

'"'
0 

0 

-t
 

O
'
~
 

::0
 

-0
 

-f
 

0 
IT

1 

::u
 

IT
1 

'"'
0 

::0
 

0 
Z

 
IT

1 
-f

 

r 
-f

 
::0

 
IT

1 
-

-f
 

C
J)

 
l>

 
r 

IT
1 

" 
", 

C
J)

 
."

 

::0
 

"\
,. 

0 

0 
::0

 
C

 
C

J)
 

0 
Z

 
-f

 
C

i)
 

-0
 

0 
IT

1 

::0
 

IT
1 

0 
IT

1 
11

1 
::0

 
::0

 

U
) 

-f
 .

:. 

1 
U

) 
IT

1 
("

') 

.', 
0

C
J)

 
Z

 

0 
-f

 
.)..

 ,I 
:J

: 
::0

 

" 
» 

0 

~~j
 

r 
.,;

 
::0

 
';
~ 

-t
 

.< 
N

 
(
I)

. 
U

I 

'"
'0

. 
::0

 
0 -0

 
IT

1 
::0

 
-f

 
-<

 
0 0 Z

 
-4

 
:0

 
0 r 

0 

"T
l 

0 
0 

::0
 

~
 

en
 

en
 

C
 

CD
 

;:: - -f 
'-

f
 

IT
1 

0 

, 
:~
 
. 

PR
O

PE
RT

Y·
CO

NT
RO

L 

';
 
. 

.. '.
 

~ 
, 
.. 

~ 
. 

) 

N
 

0 0 '"'
0 

::0
 

0 '"'
0 

IT
1 

::0
 

.-
f 

fT1
 

en
 

IT
1 l>
 

("
) 

::I
: 

C
J)

 

-f
 

0 Z
 

IT
1 II
 

.\
 

" 

i; 1 i , 
. 

, 



, l-~ ~ t. If"':;;.' ...... 

-:' 

':,g,. 

) 

, ! 

I 
t 

r I 

i 

'I
j 

,'ll 

;, ~ J 

r 
" 

"""Ii',', 
./. 
."\' 

;' ·:::)J:,:}~'··\;V·· .. 
~ , .•. ' .'~ ')1 • 

.'R. O. S'R~~D1VlSI,ON PROPERTY CONTROLI' ":' ... " "v.' '. 
" 

.,l 
',t,..-. ,~:t~::?~':>< ~~: 

, 

~,:' 
:>'. ':1:' ,.~ 

" '" \';., 

'"j,' '. 

.. 
It• ..... 

: • ..'" • I \.t,. J , _, ~ , ~; 

" 
,".' 

' .... 

,", .~,',;'MONTHLY ,SUMMARY 
, , 

P.ROPERTIES UNDER' CONTROL 


600" r'----r---:---:-~---~-;-----. 
589't,. , 

550'f' 

500 .I /1 I 

LEGE NO 
, 


- TOTAL
,I 

450 
: --- OBEROESTERREICH 


--- SALZBURG 

400 I 
 v '1 I 

" 374 ' 
350 

300 I I ' 

250 

, ~', 

I 

,~~
~~t;lt'i{f . ' 

'1 

" 

:/ /'",.".::~ 

I II ,.,,'1 215 . ~ ,.,. 

200 I- .71."­
150 ,./,

''; 

, ,t~ . 
, 

\. .I' 
. ''1,;1,. '.' , . . ~'. . .. 

" ' 

100 

50 

j 
" .' 

o c;=­

31 31 30 31 30 
JUL. AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. 

"-," 

NOVEMBER 1945 

} 
.., 

...... ..... . 
~ , ,~ 159 

t ""'. " ' .. :"h"; 

is ohotocopymay not be ,further reproduced H()()"PR Tf\J,'TT'TT T'TTry"T. ~ NI'Yl'T("P., 'l'~T,'" "~'l'~p.,...ir MhV 

.. 



_"'_'061121.00 ~3.9 FAX 202 371 5678 ,. , 	 HOLOCAUST ASSETS COMM1SS 

, REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE:,; 

The Distribution of Books in Jewish DP Camps by American Joint Distribution 
,.'. 

.'.,: . 
. Committee (A'JDC):'..I' " ' 

V./~\ " TheArri~ican Joint Distribution Committee (AJDC) played a very important role 

~ 'c:~'j;)a in providing humanitarian relief to Jews in displaced camps throughout Europe. As part 

!f!i \:,~.~.J' of its humanitarian effort, the AIDC distributed more th~ 20,000 books from OAD in 

VlJ~\~~\j~::.';';different Jewish DF camps. Ho:(ever, because theAJD,C violated its ag~eeme~~ 
0)'/('1 . /L _.2.~GU~~ the loan of these books, the book distribution was halted by OMGUS in .' , 

~vt' ,,' (~ February 1947. 	 . 

~, l'-~I The AJDC made its fIrst request to OMGUS for the loan of 25,000 books, to be 
(~ 

distributed in Jewish DP campt as early as November 28, 1945.1 Judge Simon Rifkind, 

an Advisor to the Theater Commander on ~ewish Affairs, made the request to OMGUS 

~ on behalf ofthe AlDC. 'This request was refused on December 1'5, 1945;2 The re~:son for 

~~ refusal was the MF A&A' s fear that t~e loan would complicate the restitution process 

~~J~ Ii'?( since it was~iDtifficult to ascertain '.;hich books belonged to identifiable owners. In 

. W(/V'v- addition, Paul Van,derbilt, Technical Advisor for Archives and Libraries mth the 
,./, ~\) '- ~V~+lD'(\.~6(' , ' 
UV"'~ <'! ~ MF A&A, ~a1!eEi thai he doubted "whether the consideration ofthis removal as a 'loan' 
.l)C\O ' 
IJ'-' f-:) could be taken seriously in camps for displaced persons.,,3 Vanderbilt was also warned 

~,Jt' that if such a loanwere to. be authorized, it would "open the doors" to similar proposal~ 
JJ{~Jt ~ "')resulting in the scattering of these materials. 4 

1Ii~; ~\JJ' On J.nuary'9, 1946, Judge Ritkind made a personal request to General Clay on 

tJ'l, ~~\.I,)J behalf ofthe NnC. 5 In his request, Judge Rifkind described the efforts ofUNRRA and 
..~ , III 

~\N - Jewish voluntary organizations in creating educational and cultural programs in the .DP 

Camps. He stated that the need for therequested reading materials was ~.'acuten and that 

J Tobffice of the Inspeaor General, from Richard H. Howard, Memorandum, "Report and Request for 
Investigation", 20 FebIUazy 1947, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall Collection, Box 66 [117138-117140] 
2. See To Office of the Inspector Gencra1, from Richard H. Howard, "Repon and Request for Investigation", 
Memorandwn, February 20.1947, NACP,:RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 [117138-1171401 . 

• 	 3 From Paul Vanderbilt to Capt Ratisky, "Seledion and removal of books from RomcHiLD library 
building at request of Judge RIFKlND", 15 December 1945, NACP. RG 260, Box 721 [110495-110496]. 
4 From Paul Vanderbilt to Capt. btisky, "Selection and removal ofbOoks frOID ROTHCHILD library 
building at request of Judge R.IFKIND", 15 December 1945, NACP, RG 260, Box 721 [110495-110496]. 
5 MFA & A to Office: of the Inspector General, OMGUS, Memorandwn, "Report and Request for 
Investigabon",20 Februaxy 1947, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall Collection.. Box 66 [117138-1171401 
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"­
the DPs were «starved for reading and study materials.,,6 Judge Rifkind suggested that 


materials for the loan be taken from Frankfurt and Offenbac~ where "thousands of 


ordinary books of no historical or artistic merit" could be found,? 


As part of an effort to ensure the approval of this request; Judge Ritkind proposed 

that three experts would ensure that no valuable items would be included in the loan, 

These experts were Professor Koppel S. Pinson, Professor ofHistory at Queens College, 

New York/: Rabbi Alexander Rosenberg, member of the Executive Committee QfUnion 

of Orthodox Rabbis;9 and Professor Samual Sar, Dean of Yeshiva University in New .. 
York. lO Judge Rifkind ass'ured General Clay that "these men are eminently qualified to 

make a selection which would in no way prejudice the preservation of the historical, rare 

and valuable character ofthe collection nor interfere with its restoration to rightful 

To further ensure that only unidentifiable books of no significant value would be 

included in the loan, the AIDe proposed the following guidelines in selecting the books: 

"a. That no book be borrowed that is jn any way unusual, irreplaceable, very 
, valuable, or very difficult to procure. b. That no book be withdrawn that has been 

s.~v"~ I established as the property of any.known institution or individual." 12 

~ With these guidelines, the pledge of h'f.Beintegrity\as a "financiallr, responsible 
. ~ of?- -I1..t. AJ be. 

organization," 13 and the personal recommendation of Judge Rifkind, General Clay 

approved the request on January 12, 194614 

After the approval ofthe loan, various Jewish organizations expressed their 

concern. For example, Zorach Warhafid, a representative of the World Jewish Congress, 

reported that the Jewish DPs were pressing for study books. He noted that "they ask for 

6 To Lt. General Lucius Clay from Simon H. R.ifk:ind. "'Jewish Books", tener, 7 January 1946, NACP, RG 
260, Ardelia Hall, 'Sox 66~rJJ 
7 To Lt Gene:ral Lucius Clay from Simon fl. Rilkind, "Jewish BOOks", letter, 7 January 1946, NACP, RG 
260, Ardelia Hall, Box 6fOJ ' . 
8 Also Editor of Jewish Social Studies; Secretary of CoIDJIriSsion for European. Cultural Reconstruction; 
and Vice-chairman of Academic Council of Jewish Relations. 
9 Also founder and ex-president ofRabbinical Caunell of America, autbority in the filed of Rabbinic 
~~ 	 , , 

10 Also Vice-president ofMizrachi. 

II To Lt. General Lucius Day from Simon H. Ri1kind, "Jewish Books", leUer, 7 JanuaIY 1946, NACP, RG 

260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66. . ' 
.	::yC1 MFA & A to Oftice of the mSpector General, OMGUS, M£mo:rsndum, "Report and Request for Investigation", 20 

:--..... Februmy 1947, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Thill Collection, Box 66 [l1713S.117140] ~e:i 13 To Lt. Galcral Lucius Clay from Simon H. Rifkind, "Jewish Books", lel1er, 7 January 1946, NACP, RG 
260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66. . 
14 To Judge Riikind from B:rylm L. Milbum,lelta, 13 January 1946, NACP, RG 260,Anfelia Hall, Box 66. 
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a\~.~~~~ ~'UI 
simple;~.e rare copies or editions, but due to the lack ofJewish knowledge on the part of 

the librarian and his staff, mistakes can be made ... one can only imagine how many 

valuable books wilf be among these volumes.,,15 Another Jewish ~gaDlzation. the JC&, 

was also concerned about the possible loss ofbooks in DP camps.··-loshua Starr, 

Executive Secretary of the JC&, stated in a report that although the texts shipped to the 

DP camps w~re considered a loan, "the possibilit:r, oftheir being returned 'is quite . 

remote.,,16 However, he did acknowledge that no valuable texts were shipped as part of 

this loan "as far as it is humanely possible to keep track,,17 . . 
The procedure for the transfer of books t6\':.t.lnc was created by the MFA&A in 

, ~ 

February 1946. 18 According to tms transfer procedure, Rabbi Rosenberg ofthe AJDC 

would make the inhial selection of the books. After his selection was complete, Mr. Glen 

H. Goodman ofthe DAD would screen the selection and remove any books that might be 

identified for restitution. Captain Seymour Joseph Pomrenze, Director of DAD, would 

then review the selection to remove any rare or valuable books. Finally, Mr. Pau.l 

Vanderbilt, Technical Advisor to MFA&A, would draft the receipts to be used =each 

transfer WIilS made. ]9 

By June 1946, 19,127 Jewish books whose ownership or nation of origin could 
~(vff. i 'fIltJ 

not be di~U:1eV@feEl were transferred to the AlDC.20 
These books were to be distributed in 

, ~~.(~), 

DP camps through UNRR.AtX:21 The AJDC.asSUfCed OMGUS that the responsible UNRRA 
. h O'r. f..y'JVJ,-"'- :a'~ ~ '\ h' C' f h' . o:ffilcers In eac camp we~mng receIpts lor eaen s .pment. oples 0 t ese recelpt~\ 

as well as lists of the book titles distribute~were, according to the AJDC, being kept in) 
) , ' 

/5 To 1. Robinson from Zorac;h Warhaftig, "CC: Rabbi Fedcrtmsh. Dr. Kubowitzki"", Memo, January lS, 

1946, American Jewish Archives, Cinci:nnati, Ohio, World Jewish Congress Papers, Box: EI0 (116082,­
116083]. 

16 "Excerpts from Dr. Joshua Starr's Report dared Frankfllrt, June 2, 1948", letb;t, American Jewish 

Archives, Cincinnati., Ohio, World Jewish Congress Papers, BoX EIO [116063-116066], 

I? "Excerpts from Dr. Joshua Starr's Report dated FrankfUl't, June 2, 1948", letter, 'American Jcwish 

Archives, Cincinnati, Ohio, World Jewish Congiess Papers, Box EIO [116063-116066J. 

III From RD.M. Grier, Captain Information, Assistant Chief of:MFA.&A Section, "Archives.Qffenbach 

Col1eclingPoinl", Memorandum, NACP, RG 260, Records of USA Headquarters, Box 720, [110561j. 

19 From HD.M. Grier. Captain Information, Assistant Chief ofMFA&A Section, hArchives..offenbach 

Collecting Point", Memorandum, NACP, RG 260, Records of USA Headquarters, Box 720, [110561]; See 

also To Col. Kluss, from Paul Vanderbilt, letter, 4 February, 1946, NACP, RG 260, Records of USA 

Headqua:rters., Box 720 [110560]. 

~o To Mr. Cronin, Restitution Branch, from L.B. LaFarge, Major, U Jewish CIl1tur.1l Material", 

Memorandum, 3 June 1946, NACP, RG 260, AIdelia Hall, Box 66 r30S581-305S&2]. ' 

:1I To:Mr. Cronin. Restitution Branch, from L.B. LaFargc, Major, "Jewish Cultural Material", 

Memorandum, 3 June 1946, NACP, RG 260, ArdcliaHall, Box 66 [305581-305582]. 
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~ OfVUJlAS N\PAA 0ff\{A~ ~~ 
the AJDC's office.22 In addition, the AJDC assured!tha.t proper facilities would be . "'... ", ~ 

\ . 

available in each DP camp for the preservation of the books:23 

According to a report by the AIDC, the following DP camps received books 

under. the loan agreement: Aglasterhausen, Amberg, Backnang, Bamberg, ~ Berlin,. 

Biberach, Deggendorf, Eschwege, Fahrenwald Feldafing, Freimann Siediung/Munich, J----Fulda, Furth, Geringshof, Heidenheim, Lampertheim. Landsberg, Leipheim,f1ittenwald, S ~, 
Munich (Rabbinat), Pocking, St. Ottillien, Stuttgart> Zeilsheim, Frankfurt, Marburg, Bad f ~ . 
Nauheim, and Gailingen.24 The distributed books included German JeWi,h1enCYclOPediaS, .. 

dictionaries and handbooks, classics of Yiddish and Hebrew literature, general literature 

in German: English and French and rabbinical literature for the use of ortJodox: Jews?S 

. .. Throughout the prooess o~distribution ofbooks to the DP camps.fhe AIDe was 

cnticlzed for Its alleged mIshandlIng of the books_ For example, on Janllary 12, 1947, 

Mr. Mordechair M_ Breuer, an UNRRA Educational Officer at ~~n wrote to 

the European Head Office ofthe AJDC complaining that identifial5'le-t>ooks were sent to 

the camp by the AJDC: 

%v'eral months ago the Joint team at Bergen-Belsen received a great 

number ofHebrew and lewish books which were sent to them by the AJDC, 

Frankfurt for the use ofBel sen camp inmates_ As Educational Officer at Belsen 

Camp, I took an interest in the matter. To my great astonishment I found among 

the books several which were clearly inscribed with the name "FANNY 

BREUER", I also found several other books by well-known German-Jewish 

orthodox writers such as S,R. Hirsch, parts ofthe title pages ofwhich, where 

obviously the owner's name had been inscribed, had been cut away. All these 

books carried the stamp "AIDC LIBRARY- NOT TO BE REMOVED FROM 

PRENITSES~ . 


~he discovery ofthe name mentioned above, the bearer ofwhlch, 

incidentally a cousin of mine, lives at Tel-Aviv, 4 Weisel Street, as well as other 

names of well-known Frankfurt families, must lead to the obvious conclusion that 


22 To John H. Allen from American Joint Distribution Committee. "Application for extension of loan from 
Offc:ribach Collection Poinl", tener, July 12, 1946, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66_ 
l3 To John H. Allen from American Join! Distribution Committee, "Application for extension ofloan from 
Offenbach Collection PoUn", letter, July 12, 1946, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66. 
24 To John H. Allen from American Joint Distribution Committee, "Application for extension of loan from 
Offenbach Collection Point", lener, July 12, 1946, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall. Box 66. 
2S Koppel S_ Pinson. "Jewish Life in Libemled Germany: A Study ofJewish DP's", Je'W:ish Social Studiel! 9 
(April 1947), page 12L (J 
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AIDC incorporated in their library many books the rightful owners of which are 
... A still alive in many pans of the world including Palestine and the U.S.A.,·26 

'B~jlMr. Breuer concluded the letter by acknowledging the importance ofthe use of these 

books in DP camps, but stated that he felt "bound to protest in the names ofmany Jews 

formerly resident in Germany, against this lawless handling of property whose ownership 

could, and can still, easiJy be establishecV,:7 • 
en i\CA tf1V'"'\ 

In a response to Mr. Breuer's l~r, the AIDC explained that because the books 
"'~ 

were issued as a loan. Dr. Koppel Pinson had each book stamped "ADJC library-not to be 
~ ~ .----..........
removed from the premises. ,,28 I'his measure was taken as simple precaution, although "it ,\'. .. b .

'----- -to ttl.J..V~ 
was expecte::hat some ofthe books would be 10st.,,29 As for the ownership of the . Jt. 
books, the ADJC explained that "our Army officials felt that some of the books might be ~\\: 

claimed at a ~r date by the owners or their heirs:,30 thus, Mr. Breuer's relatives from 'dX>~ 
k ~~ ":

Palestine were advised to file an action in Palestine for the return of their books. ~ 

However, the distribution ofidentifi.ble books to DP camp~ was. violation ~fthe loan ~I~ 
agreement between OMGUS and AIDe. ~~ eJJl, ~~~.~ eJJ.- ~ \tl. 

The allegations against the AJDe continued when in December 1946, five boxes \ w:~~ 
of Hebrew and Yiddish irreplaceable and very valuable manuscripts disappeared from \O~ 

~ OAD. 31 The outgoin~:;ceipt for these boxes, wiilt~ that th~y contained 1100 

items, was signe(~~)he be in the name of Koppel Pinson.32 After extensive ' (lq....A"t~ 
a.~investigation by the OMGUS, the boxes were eventually located in Hebrew University, 

- ______~-= OMWS Mf"Ap(J) OA\) 6~~?· , -+o~ 
25 To The European Head Office, American Joint Dislribution Q;,mmittee, from Mordechair M. Breuer, ~'f~lelter, January 12, 1946 [year corrected to 1947], Central Archives faT the History of the Jewish People, 
Jerusalem, Israel, JRSO NY, File 875 [115485]' . ~ 
27 To The Europe.an Head Office, American Joint Djstribution Committee, from MordechaiI M Breuer, 
leiter, January 12, 1946 [year corrected to 1947], Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People, 
Jerusalem, lsrae~ ruo NY, File 875 [115485]. 
:z8 To AIDC Paris, attention Mr. Herbert :K.atzki. Secretary, from M 1. JosloV>', Executive Assistant. AIDC 
New York, "Jewish Books in BeIsen library", lcu.er, February 5,1947, Central Archives for the History of 
the Jewish People. Jerusalem, Israel. ruo NY, File 875 [115483]. . . 
~9 To AIDC Paris, attention Mr_ Helbert KalZld, Secrcwy, from M J. Joslow, Executive Assistapt, AIDC 
New York, "Jewish Books in BelScn library", lelLer, February 5, 1947, Central Archives for the History of 
the Jewish People, Jerusalem, Israel, JRSO NY, File 575 [115483]. . 
30 To AIDe Paris, attention Mr. Herbert Katzki, Secretary, from M 1. Joslow, Executive Assistant, AIDC 
New York, .,Jewish Books in BCl:lscn library", lcuer. Febru.:uy S, 1947, Central.Archivcs for the HiSLoxy of 
the Jewisp People, Jerusalem, Israci, ruo NY, File 875 [115483]. . 
31 To Office oflnspectorGenera1, OMGUS, fromRichardF. Howard, Chief, MFA&A Section., "Report 
and Request for Investigation", Mtmorandum, February 20,1947, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia HaU, Box 66 
[117138-117139J­
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where they were iUegaHy sent10MGUS cOttte Bot 'PC:::thelInVO~Vement oftlie i%oIDC in 

{j, h' . 'd b I-SJW (jUAJ~ ~ db h AJ"DAC{DbCSh .MvvfA.v . t IS mCl ent, ut It b8CRFRe)J:~y ~gltate y t e s e aVlOf. . ~ 7).0 ~.~ 

V~ . /_ .. In~tterto"kmcon~ 1947/:rt;;;;;dore A. Heinrich, Chief of ~ ~ 
\\ "':Jvcfr: (MFA&~wrote: . '. . . . Ob frt.-vl. ,:J 
~\J~~ ~ ,~r letter to:.Mr, Home, Director of the Offenbach Archival Depot. ~~.
()vetil'-' ;~vJY- . announcing the appointment ofMis!. Lucy Schildkret as the official 
. if representative ofthe AJDC to the Depot and as the only person authorized 'to 
v.ftl., draw books, manuscripts or ceremonial objects from the Offenbach Archival .. 

/ ' Depot fo~ distribution to the Displaced Persons in Germany' has been brought to '\ 
. my attention~ . . ) '1~~~ 

,k,I must point out, however, that the terms ofthe loans to the AiDc for r 
supplying reading matters to the Oisplaced Persons Camps are confined to books .. ~;I=!;~ 
of unidentifiable ownership. No person or organization has at any time been ~ 
authorized to draw manuscripts or other unique objects on loan or for any other 
purpose save restitution to a claimant national when satisfactory identification and 
proof of ownership have been presented, and there is no likelihood that the policy 
in this respect will be altered~ . 

This letter, as well as the other violationsofthe loan agreement,~prompted OMGUS 

to pay closer attention to the AJDC's actiyities. 
l~ ~ CU\...«

Onrf~ly j), 1946 Koppel Pinson requested an additional 25,000 books as an ~~ 
. extension ~fthe origina1loan.J4 on@~ 7, 1947, Rabbi Bernstein, Advisor to the ~ Q\..olut. ~ 
Theater Commander of Jewish Affair~~~lso requested consideration on behalf of the ~ "f-Ua­
AIDC for this extension.35 Before responding to this request, OMGUS requested that th~ . 

AIDC submit a detailed report on the fate of the books drawn under the original loan 

agreement36 It had been six months since OMGUS received the last activity report frO:p1 

the AIDC, and it was concerned with the recent alJegation1~~an~tfn~~b&&c~ . , 
t:he AIDS, 

31 To Office ofInspeclor General, OMGUS, from Richard F. Howard, Chief, :MFA&A Section, '<Report 
and Request for Investig-dtion", Memorandum, February 20, 1947, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 
[117138-117139]. 
33 To American Joint Distribution Committee, [Tom Theodore A Heinrich, Chief, "MFMA, U AJ])C 
Repre:sentatiw at Offenbach Archival Depot", letter, 24 February 1947, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 
66. , 

3~ To Col lH. Allen, from Lester K. Born, "Loan of Jewish Books from Offenbach Archival Depot", 

Memorandl..LIll, February 27,1941, NACP, RG 260, Property Division, Box 722. 

~s To Commander in Chief, European Command, from Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein" "Loan of Books from 

Offenbach An;bival Depot to Jewish Displaced Persons Camps, ri RG 56-- ~. ? 

36 To American Joint Distribution Committee, from John H, Allen, "Books loaned from Offenbach 

Archival DepOl", letter, February 26, 1947, NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66. 
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When ~ucy Schildkert., the AIDC's representative, arrived at Offenbach in 

February 1947, the Office ofMilitary Government ofGreater Hesse was asked by the 

Economic Division of OMGUS to report on her activities in the Depot.37 By the time of 

her arrival, the AIDe had distributed 20,201 books under the original loan agreement.311 

Miss SchiJ.dkret wa~or~ aftf'AD to select ~a~OOO bogks of . 

unident~f~:ble ownership under the original loan agreemenl';;t25,000 books. Without her 

knowledge, MissSchildkrefs activities were being reviewed by Joseph Home, Director 

of ~AD. In a r~po~ to. O~GUS, Horne stated that. th~jterialS selected by ~r 
. . 

Schlldkert for dlstnbutlon In DP camps were examined' wIthout her knowledge by Dr. 

Ernst Grummach, who reported that her work was in accordance with the regulations and 

restrictions of the AIDC's loan agreement.3
? Home further reported that Schildkret ~ 

investigated t~e AIDC files and was convinced that there. were some irrelWlarities. She v\N..~ 

felt that the AJDC could not account for as many as 10,000 books transferred to its ~ ~ tvY'­

custody.4£) ~ .' ~ 
Despite'#iese-findings by-'.bttey Schildkre('Joseph Home recommended that the ~. 

5;000 books already ?efft~ by Schildkret be approved for shipment as the last 

disbursement for the AJDC. In his report to OMGUS Home explained: 

..J.yt is clear that she is distressed by the mess which her predecessor (Koppel 
Pinson) made of the whole affair, and it is believed that she sincerely desires to 
clear up whatever irregularities can be cleared up. She has little sympathy with 
the motives which impel so many of her persuasion, for example she is not a 
Zionist, and she does nttbelieve in grabbing everything which is not bolted '\ 'La~,.(6lA.. 
dOwn'- '-../ . \ 

37 To Office of Military Govenunent (US) from Joseph A. Horne, Director ofOffenbach Arclrivai Depot, 

"Loan of books to the American Joint Distribution Committee", Mcmorandmn, March 3 194 7, ~ACP, RG 

260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 [319149-319150] 

3S This number ofbooks were distributed in 15 shipments from OAD. To Col. J.H. Allen from Lester K 

Bom, "Loan of Jewish Books from Offenbach Archival Depot", Memo.randum, February 27, 1947, RG 

260, Property Division, Box 722. 

3!t To Office of Military Government (US) from Joseph A. Home, Director ofOffenbach Archlval Depot, 

"Loan of books to the American Joint Distribution Committee", Memorandum, March J 1947, NACP, RG 

260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 [319149-319150] 

o.(l To Office ofMilil.a:ry Governmenl (US) from Joseph A Home, Director ofOffellbach Archival Depot, 

"Loan ofbooks to the American Joint Distribution Committee", Memorandum, March 3 1947, NACP. ItG 

260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 [319149-319150] 
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.9(. Also, this would be the final loan under the terms of the original 
arran~ement, and the Depot would have the organization off its neck for good and 
ill~ . 

Although Home recommended that the final transfer of 5,000 books under the original 
, .JWL~ "? ' , 
loan be approved, he did not support Ill( extenSIon of the loan agreement. 

On February 27, 1947, Major Lester K. Born) anI Archives officer with the 

.MFA&A, wrote a lengthy report to Colonel J. H. Allen, Chiefofthe Restitution Branch, 
-.'S:) 

on the handling ofbooks by the AlDc.42 Born was alarmed to discover that some ofthe 

DP camps which received boo~s from the AJDC have since been dismantled, and several, . . 
~. . 

such as Belsen, were not/in the American zone of occupation. Born also found that no 
I 4 

lists of book titles sent to the DP camps could be found at the AIDC offices.43 He 

concluded that the AJDC "is not the proper agency with which to de~with because of (1) 

past record in relation to OAD, and (2) channels ofresponsibility.,,44 He recommended 

that "no further loan ofbooks; to any agency for any purpose, be made at this time. ,,45 

As a result of this report and the recommendation made by Horne, the agreement 

with the AJDC for the distribution of books to DP camps was terminated by OMGUS on 

July 15, 1947.46 In a letter to the AIDC and Lucy Schildkret, Lieutenant Colonel. 

G.H.Grade explained the reasons for termination: 

Jsy the 5th of July 1947, one year later, it apparently was possible to discover the 
whereabouts ofapproximately 'hlOO out ofthe total of more than 19,000. There is 
no evidence ofany receipts on me in the AJDC office and no evidence that the 
books have been carefully cared for.J-;0reover, as you know, the AID,C, possibly 
through no fault of its own, was used for the removal of books ofgreat value and 
known ownership, and it has required intensive investigation to discover the 
source and nature of that unauthorized move.A.Jlegations have also been made 
that other removals have been made under the cloak of this loan to AJDC, which 

11 To Office of Militu'y Govemmatt (US) from Joseph A. Horne, Direclor ofOffenbach Archival Depot, 

"Loan of books to the American Joint Distribution Committee", Memorandwn, March 3 1947, NACP, RG 

260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 [319149-319150] 

42 To Col. J.H~ Allen, from Lester K Born, "Loan of Jewish Books from Offenbach Archival Depot", 

Memorandum, Febru.:ny 27,1947, NACP, RG 260 Box 7220 . 

4:> To Col. J.H. Allen. from Lester K. Bom, "Loan of 1ewish Books from Offenbach Archival Depot", 

Memorandum, FebruaI)' 27, 1947, NACP, RG 260 Box. 7220 

'14 To Co. J.H. Allen, from Lester K. Born, "Loan of Il::Wish Books from Offenbach Archival Depot", 

Memorandum, February 27,1947, NACP. RO 260 Box 722 U 

45 To Col. I.H. Allen, from Lester K Born, "Loan of Jewish Books from Offenbach ATchival Depot", 

Memorandum, February. 27,1947, NACP, RO 260 Box 7220 

16 To American Joint Distribution Co:trunittee, from G.H. Garde, "Loan of Books", ]eller, 15 July 1947, 

NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 [100551-1005521. 
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were both un~ustified and illegal. Investigation ofthese allegations has not been 
completed~ . . 

Lieutenant Colonel Garde concluded that "it is not felt that any further loans can be made 

at this time. ,,48 This included the last 5,000 books under the original loan with the AJDC. 

These 5,000 books were later distributed in DP camps through a loan to the newly formed 

Board ofEducation and Culture for the Liberated Jews.,ofGermany.49 

In conclusion, it was evident that the need for reading materials by Jewish DP' 5 

was dire. Some ofthe DPs~not see~ Hebrew text for more than six years. The 
. . 

organization ofadult study groups and children' 5 classes in the Jewish DP camps helped 

the DPs to~aina sense ofnonnalcy in their lives. With the loan of books from OMGUS, 

the AJDC helped the DPs in a way that other organizations could not. However, the 

allegations of misconduct and mishandling of books by the AIDC cannot be ignored. 

Enough evidence has been gathered to prove that the terms of the loan agreement were 

violated repeatedly. The distribution of identifiable or valuab'le books was enough to 
. . 

justify OMGUS's termination of the agreement. 

~.~ JC!>~\~ ~~ U.~~ 

~ "6 fu, Of~ r~~ 
~. 

U~ WoL~~· ~ POVf1OA M-S fA- Ck.Q(1 

()(~ ~ I'~ lALQ ~.J~~ 

~ ~ ~~-DuvJts:t-'l.L'tl~ lfrM·~. 
17 To American Joint DistIibution Committee, from G.H. G-dI'de, "Loan ofBooks", letter, 15 July 1947, fln...A".. f) 

NACP, RG 260, AIdclia Hall, Box 66 [100551-100552]. () ..........;.,.; 'f 
~8 To American' Joint Distribution Committee, from G.H. Garde, "Loan of Books", 1cner, 15 July 1947, 
NACP, RG 260, Ardelia Hall, Box 66 [100551·100552]. {lb~~s 
'i~ To OffiCI(; ofMllitary Government (US), from Joseph A. Home, "Receipt for books to the Board of .. b / / Education and Culture for the Liberated Jews in Germany", letter, NACP, RG 260 Box 721 [100491]. rto q; 
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in view of the fact that it touches upon the argument of defendants' good faith, the 
background and nature of the exception are treated in the accompanying footnote. n5 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Footnotes- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -: ­

n5 Arnold Bernstein was a shipowner of the Jewish faith who lived in Germany. 

Under the Nazi regime, his worldly possessions were ruthlessly taken from him. In January, 

1937, he was imprisoned in Hamburg, Germany, where he was given reasonable grounds to 

believe that there were designs on his life as well as his liberty and business interests. While 

in prison, he was compelled by Nazi officials to execute documents purporting to transfer his 

shares in Arnold Bernstein Line to a Nazi designee, one Marius Boeger. 


Boeger transferred his interest to Van ,Heyghen Freres S. A. and, in Federal court in New 

York, Bernstein, who survived, brought an action for conversion against Van Heygheri. 


Applying the Act of State Doctrine, the United States Court of Appeals, affirming a judgment 

dismissing the complaint, stated: "No Court will exercise its jurisdiction to adjudicate the 

validity of the official acts of another. state." (Bernstein v. Van Heyghen Freres Societe 

Anonyme, 163 F. 2d 246, 249-250 [C. A. 2d, 1947] cert. den., 332 U.S. 772 [1947].) 


In a later suit against Holland-America Line, Bernstein v. N. V. Nederlandsche­

Amerikaansche, e.tc. (173 F. 2d 71 [C. A. 2d, 1949]), a similar result was reached, although 

in an apparent attempt to avoid the applicability of the Act of State Doctrine as enunCiated in 

his prior litigation, his complaint merely alleged duress, without mentioning Nazi officials. 


Following the decision of the ,United States Court of Appeals, plaintiff Bernstein was able to 

secure an expression of views of the Department of State of the United States, which, for the 

first time, with respect to acts of the Nazis, relieved the courts of any restraint upon the 

exercise of their jurisdiction to pass upon the validity of the acts of Nazi officials. 


The expression of views, set forth in a letter dated April 13, 1949, to Bennett, House & Couts, 

Counsellors at Law, New York, and signed by Jack B. Tate, Acting Legal AdViser, and 

published April 27, 1949, as a press release, and in the Department of State Bulletin (vol. XX, 

May 8, 1949/ pp. 592-593) statesl among other things, that: "It is this Government's policy 

to undo the forced transfers and restitute identifiable property to the victims of Nazi 

persecution wrongfully deprived of such property; and * * * to relieve American courts from 

any restraint upon the exercise of their jurisdiction to pass upon the validity of the acts of 

Nazi officials." 


It was also stated in the letter, citing Military Government Law No. 591 applicable to the 

United States Area of Control, published in Military Government Gazette in Amtsblatt der 

Militarregierung Deutschland, Amerikaniches Kontrollgebietl Nov. 10, 1947/ that "this poliCy 

applies generally despite the existence of purchasers in good faith." 


The United States Court of Appeals, in view of this expression from the Depart~ent of State l 


proceeded (Bernstein v. N. V. Nederla'ndsche-Amerikaansche etc 210 F. 2d 375 [1954]) to 

amend its mandate so as to permit the District Court to examine and to pass/.'without 

restraintl upon the acts of the Nazi officials. 


Eventually'the Bernstein cases were settled; but the cases did serve to chart a new path and 

to graft an exception onto the Act of State Doctrine, the exception being that in the case of 

acts of Nazis, American courts might examine the official acts of another State. And the 

exception became known as the "Bernstein exception". 


In Sabbatino (~raLhowever, the Supreme Court, while not passing on the; Bernstein 

exception, stated: "It is highly questionable whether the examination of validity by the 

judiciary should depend on an educated guess by the Executive as to probable result". (376 
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doctrine. On the other hand, many transactions involving art works taken during World War II 
had more significant contacts with the civil law nations. It might be possible for a U.S.courtto 
conclude that the substantive law, including the good faith purchaser doctrine, should apply. It is 
also possible that.the public policy deeply embedded in the common law concerning the inability 
of a thiefto transfer title would outweigh any such technical choice-of-Iaw analysis. 

Act ofStale Doctrine: The act ofstate doctrine provides that certain acts ofa foreign state will be 
presumed to be valid and that a United States court will not sit in judgment on them. The' 
doctrine may be viewed as an exception to the choice of law analysis for conflict-of-Iaw 
situations discussed above. While a court will usually apply the substantive law of the ." 
jurisdiction with the most significant relationship or contact with the case, a court may also reject 
this substantive law when it conflicts with a strong public policy of the forum jurisdiction. The 
act of state doctrine further supercedes this consideration ofpolicy and permits a United States 
court to defer to the foreign nation's law in the interest of separation ofpowers considerations 
with the U.S. government and the relations between the two nations. 
, The "modem" formulation ofthis doctrine is found in a U.S. Supreme Court decision, 
Banco Nadonal de Cuba v. Sabbatino, 376 U.S. 398 (1964), where the Court stated that courts 
will not exercise their jurisdiction to "examine the validity of a taking ofproperty within its own 
territory by a foreign sovereign government, extant and recognized by this country at the time of 
suit, in the absence of a treaty or other unambiguous agreement regarding controlling legal 
prinicples, even if the complaint alleges that the taking violates customary international law." 
Although the doctrine has been modified by both subsequent judicial opinions and Congressional 
amendment, it generally applies when four factors are present: the taking was by a foreign 
sovereign government, the taking was within the territorial limitations of that government; the 
foreign government is extant and recognized by the U.S. at the time of suit; the taking did not 
violate any treaty obligation. 

The court considered this doctrine in the context ofan art work taken during World War 
II in some detail in Menzel v. List and held that none ofthe four necessary criteria was present. 
The taking of the Menzels' painting was carried out by the Einsatzstab des Reichsleiters 
Rosenberg, which the New York court held to be a part of the Nazi party and not the foreign 
sovereign government. The taking occurred in Belgium, which was not within the, territorial 
limits of Germany. On the third factor, the court seemed to consider the Third Reich to be the 
government, which was no longer extant at the time of the suit Finally, the taking of the 
painting was held to violate the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, as well as the Kellogg­
Briand Peace Pact of 1928, to which the United States is a party, as these conventions all prohibit 
the seizure, pillage, destruction or damage' of private property and works of art and science. 

~Despite this clear rejection ofthe applicability of the act of state doctrine by the New I 

York court in Menzel",~hether other courts dealing with other foreign powers would reach this' 
$ame result is unclear~~? In a later case, Stroganoff-Scherbatoffv. Weldon, 420 F. Supp. 18 . 

10 In earlier decisions, Be;nstein v. Van Heyghen Freres SA., 163 F.2d 246 (2d Cir. 1947) 
and Bernstein v. N V. Nederlandsche-Amerikaansche, 173 F.2d 71 (2d Cir. 1949), the Second 
Circuit used the act ofstate doctrine to refuse to hear two suits brought by a victim of Nazi 

9 
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(S.D.N.Y. 1976), the court concluded that it could not hear the claim of the descendant of a 
Russian noble. The court held that it was barred from examining the actions of the government 
of the Soviet Union in seizing the art collection of the noble. In the Goldberg case, on the other 
hand, the courts refused to apply the doctrine to the nationalization of the property of the Cypriot 

. Greek Orthodox Church by the Turkish National Republic of Cyprus on the ground that the 
United States government had not granted recognition to the government of the northern sector 
of Cyprus. 

Conclusion: The interweaving of these many legal doctrines demonstrates the complexity 
underlying the question of whether an original owner can recover art works, particularly those 
taken during time of war. The particularly tragic circumstances of World War II and the 
realization that the ability of the families of these owners to recover their lost art is diminishing 
as the generation of survivors dwindles make these facts even more poignant. While the 
sympathies of many courts as well as legislators and the public will undoubtedly be with these 
victims, it becomes ever more urgent for museums to gain understanding of these issues. In the 
end, it seems likely that the framing ofpublic policy and the courts' interpretation of this policy 
will prevail over the technical legal doctrines. 

. -	 lJ· 
! 

I'~~~ ~"C§.. .. 

i 	 ----. .. u;g;i ~~'a.cj r_ 

persecution whose possessions had been seized from him in Hamburg, Germany, by Nazi s~~.~vl 
officials in 1937. Bernstein subsequently obtained a letter from the State Department stating that' 
the courts could exerCise their jurisdiction to pass upon the validity of the acts ofNazi officials. , 
11te letter stated "It is this Government's policy to undo the forced transfers and restitute' OJ' {»)J/l;' 

, ; 

identifiable property to the victims ofNazi persecution wrongfully deprived ofsuch property." ...h\(j.'J . 
Citing Military Government Law No. 59, which applied in the areas of United States control, the \~.~ 
letter also stated that "this policy applies generally despite the existence of purchasers in good (JP' ­
faith." What has become known as the "Bernstein exception" to the act of state doctrine hasI 

! I 	 been extensively criticized in subsequent judicial opinions primarily on the grounds that the State 
! ! 	 Department does not have authority to dictate to the courts the limits of judicial jurisdiction. 

Nonetheless, in Sabbatino, the Supreme Court referred to Bernstein and seemed to approve the 
conclusion that the Nazi government was no longer in existence: "The balance of relevant 
considerations may also be shifted if the government which perpetrated the challenged act of . 
state is no longer in existence, as in the Bernstein case, for the political interest of this country 
may, as a result, be measurably altered." It seems very likely that the act of state doctrine would 
not bar consideration of the validity of an act of confiscation or seizure by the Nazi Germany 

1:1. . even if the seizure had been carried out by the sovereign government or within the national 
, i boundaries of Germany. Given the many statements of U.S. policy to right the wrongs of Nazi 

Germany, it is difficult to posit the case in which the U.S. courts would demonstrate such· 
deference.! 

i 
10 
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DRAFT - 3i6/00 	 Update of"The Mystery of the Hungarian GoldTrain 

The history of the treatment of the Hungarian Gold Train by American authorities 


continues to raise questions about American restitution policy, cold-war politics, and the role of 

.I 

successor organi7,atiol1s in the disposition of victims' assets. As the issues raist:ld by the history 

ofthe train are vast in both scope and importance, any answers or explanations offered now and 

in the future mllst renect careful consideration of the available evidence. 

Treatment of the larger themes raised by the Gold Train's history must then involve a 

return to questions raised following the release of the draft report on the "Mystery ofthe (;) 

Hungarian Gold Train." These qu~e'ons include the origin and numbe~ of paintings on the tram; 

11 . . Jf\) 
the final disposition ofthosc painti ; the existence of an inventory ofIhe train's conte~ . 

\)J 	 (created by American or Hungarian authorities); an~e decision making process which enabled 

~~he assets to be treated as unidentifiable, and heir1e~ In addition, divergent and alternative 
~~ 	 , 

f'I':I"~ inJormntion.reeClvcd by t~~ Commission should be addressed and reviewed. Finally, avenues ~\ \ 


~hffor future research must be identified and pursued to the extent possible. &'flLV Lfi) 
J • 

\Y:- V-~ LX' f>l-IP I \ ttl" c1> " c.~( ) !V\ ~ l'i 0".,"1'111 J ~~ 
~ 'v'P Q.,'i7~ 	 ----..p ± d-i-t J"./ . q .r~."L 	 1. The Paintings: ~ . . ~ ('Dr I'r- r;>f" ~ 
vr ~ 

I 	

'. ----'--...W -H;' (,..1V)-The history of the 1176 Hungarian Jewish paintings is complicaLed due to the fact that . ~., 

clear records relating to the paintings were not compiled until Evelyn Tucker encountered them .. 
, 	 '. 

in 1947. The 1176 paintings included works from two group';S7 looted paintings that had been 

stored in the castle Fischhorrl bei Zcll·am-See and approximately 1169 paintings from the "Gold 
0.. 

Train." Fischhorn Castle was used primarily by the SS as tM repository of cultural property 

removed from Poland. When, or why, Hungarian paintings were stored there remains unknown 
V­

at the present time. \~ 	 IJ"'I"} ~ (j..~ V"''; iVlf" 

{ (j;iV' { \ \r-' ~ ~~) J.f" Sf" ~~) ~p(I.y X'..>"" V-~. 
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DRAFT - 3/6/00 Update of "The Mystery of the Hungarian Gold Train 

After the U.S. military authorities took control ofthe Werfen Train property, it wa~ taken to the, 

Property Control Warehouse in Salzburg, Austria. I A hi'story of the first phase of Property 

Control functions in Austria gives the following details of the initial response to the train, "with 

the discovery of a 44 car train of Hungarian looted property in the Salzburg area> Mr. Walker M. 

Treece, ...with four officers and seven enlist~,l"nen, IDO,ved up from Verona, Italy into the 

Salzburg area on 15 July 1945, to rep:fcs~nt Property Control in taking the train into custody and 

inventorying its contcnt$."2 Some of the details of the treatment ofthese assets whi1~ in the 

warehouse between July 1945 and November 1947 were documented in the Commission's 

October 1999 draft report. 

In Octobcr 1947, paintings from the train, stored a.t the Military Government Warehouse, 

were brought to the attention of EvelynTucker, Monuments and Fine Arts Advisor to USF A. 

She wrote that she received inforinahon that "approximately 200 paintings from the Werfen 

Train loot" were stored in a room of the MG Warehouse in Salzburg.3 With this infonnatioll, 

, Tucker secured permlssion for release of the paintings to her for transfer to thc Residenz, used as 
-.w-oJ Pr4 J.,;..'<I ~ ~ 

a depot for the Monuments aRd. Fine Arts work in Salzburg. The release, issued before Tucker's 
, I 

'inspection of the paintings, and dated Novemher 5,1947, read "You arc aUihorized to release to 

the custody and control of Miss Eve Tucker, MFA&A Representative of this division: 

approximately two hundred (200) paintings presently stor~d in the Military Government 

Warehouse in Salzburg."" When Tucker finally made her inspection the following day, she 

discovered not 200 but 1,181 paintings. According to Tucker, "no inventory on these paintings 

. , 


, " 


I tvrthcr research into the initial transfer of assets f[omthe.train to the wareh()\l~C i~ ongoing. ,. . . 
. 2 "Introduction to the First Phase of Property Control," NACP, RG 260, USACAIUSFA,Entry 119, Property 
Control Branch, General CQrrespondence Files, Box 1- [bates #]. " .. 
,1 Evelyn Tuck~r Field Report to Hq. USFA·USCA RD&R Division, Reparation :ilJd Restirution Branch, O;tobcr 27 
1947, RG 260, i)SACAItJSFA, General Records, Box 160 [bat~s #J, 

2 
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apparently exists in the Zone and no one knew where they came from. The estimation of200 
, 	 " 

came from the two American working on the Werfen Train propcrtY"'."{CITE!]' , 
, ' " liO 


Tucker learned that 57 af.tHe ,,~ of the actual1',.181 paintings l1ad be~~~c MG 


Warehouse from the F ischhorn castle where they were combined with paintings from the "Gold 

Train" in 194511946.5 In '1947, Tucker characterized the slopp'y record keeping of the MG 
, 	 . 

Warehouse. "".we have no way of knowing if the entire lot was found at Fischhorn Castle - or if
.' . 

some of the 1, 18 J paintings were act1iillly on the Werfell Train."6' By 1949, however, an 
,. ,',' ' ,y~\ " 	 " , 
inVeI)tory of the 57 Fischhorn paintings was ~epared and submitted with a letter requesting Dr. 

. ~ rHI.-M • t' ~ ~$\ft....,., tJ\CV""\~ .. y./..., '" I ' 

Otto Demus to check the list for any pre-war Austrian properly_ Additional available ..., 
: 	 , , ~. . ~ P('O>#'i.#.,J. "'\ 

information about the loot held in Castle Fischhom was~crgrtRiiQd~ by the Nazis, ~ 
....... 	 II 


most paintings from Fischhorn were marked with a Fischhom number on the back oJ the pamting 

, ~ ~V\.f·'t~ . 


before the American authorities ever tee+:: CIJIlllOl.,.f the Castle~ . 

, 

Tucker 'took control qf the 1181 paintings on --"-__ al1d'transfcn;ed them to the Residenz 


building, A.report of the Property Control and Restitution Section, dated November 12, 1947 

. .... 	 . , . . 

describes Tucker's transfer, "About 1180 unidentified paintings, among them a few very 
, . . . 

valuable ones, previously stored at Property Control Warehouse, ;Sa.1~b~lrg, were brought to the 

Residenz building for inventorying and identificaii()n of ownership:'" A property report from' 

later in November detailed the progress or1 The inventory of the transferred painting~, "up to flow 

" 

4 "Paintings (allegedly Hungaxillll) stQred in M,e. Warehollse, Salzburg," November 5, 1947, NACP, RG 260, 

USFA., General RecOI'ds. Box 158 [bates #l ,", '.' ' 

S James A. Garrison, ChiefRD&R Div·ision, USFA to Dr. Otto Demus, PreSident, Bundcsdenkmalamt, "Paintings of­

.Unknown Origin from Schloss FischhQm," january 5, 1949, I"ACP, RG 260, USFA \JSACA, General Records, Box 

159 [105918-105922)' '." ., 

I, Evelyn Tucker Field Report to Hq USr'A-USCA RD&R Division, Reparation and RestitUTion Branch, November 


, 	6-) 1,1947, N;\CP. RG260, USACAIUSFA, Gtn~ral Records, Box 160 (bates #J.' , .. , 
7 "Report of Property Control and Rcstirution Section," Memo frrlm Headquarters ZOlle Conunand t\ustria,' Propl;:rty 
Control and Restitution ~ectiDn, APO 541 ,US Anny, NQvembcr.12, 1947, N;\CP, RG 260,USACA, Entry 119, 
Propcrty:CQntrol Brnm:h, Gt:neral Correspondence Files, BOil: 7 lbates Ii). 
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ISO paintings have been inventoried out of the 1184 unidentified paintings located at MFA 

Depot in the Carabinercsaal, Residenz building."5 , 

The Hungarian provenance of the paintings and their stalus as assets belonging to victims 
":' f\.a.f\+tl~" '} 

of the Holocaust was never doubted by U.S. authorities. In all hut one American document,_ 

those composed by the United States Forces Austria and by the Arts Adviser to the State 

Department, Ardelia Hall, the paintings were referred to as "Gold Train" property, "Werfen 

Train" Property, and "miscellaneous Jewish loot."? Also, the inventory of paintings Tucker 

transferred to the Rcsidenz includes a description of each painting's.label complete, in some 

cases, with the nal1,lt':s and addresses of their owners. NEED STATS?, CITE? 

A recently uncovered document, "SS Art Depot in Schloss Fischhom," offers further evidence 

that not all orthe Hungarian paintings stored in the MG Warehouse could have eOIne from the 
, . 

castle. According to the document, "at the beginning ofthe occupation Schloss Fischhom 

contained., .481 paintings."I{J The majority of these paintings were restituted to Poland. 

According to the document, about 98 percent ofthe cultural valuables in the castle came from 

, Poland, while the remainder wus of French, Dutch, Austriail, Germap~~ld Hungarian origin. 
, ~ 

According to Marc Masurovsky, a record of an interrogat1on of the SS officer responsible for the 

repository in the castle exists. In it, the officer stated that all art works of Hungarian origin were 

confi:scated from the v k:Lims of Holocaust. 11 

In addition to providing a better context of the train's history, a 1949 Jetter from the 

Hungarian Restitution Mission notes that "all propcrtyofHungarian Jew~ was labeled with name 

~ "Report of Property C()l1trol ('\nd Restitution Section," Memo from llr.adqtl3ne.r:s Zone COlUmand Austria, Property 

Control and Restitution Section, A?O 541, US I\nny, November 25, 1947, NACP, RG 260, UE-)ACA, Entry 119, 

Property CQlltroll3ranch, Gelleral Correspondence riles, Box 7 [no bates number available at this limeJ. 

9 Colloday expressed dotlbt in the 19505 that the propcttty was Hung&rialj" Cite fro'm original report witb . 

reference to where these attributions were written, 


4 




~,~ 

J 
~lsn~du3{~~ ... M-~~, 

C~ ~~Mtl£,J .
~/~

-

~1)~ .....,'~pJ> 

h,O ~. ~R. ~ ~-~. 4 


, 

1)cvn'~ ~I Wu: ~ ~ 'i .P~,~ 
" '. ~~ .. -"'" -' . o· '. 

yuo p~s o/Nr VA. ~ --­
. . 

1\J&vt1 ~ Y\NW ,\A,~()7;S lAM:; , <>{v ~~cL-

" . WJ c... ~'. ' (Y\.A). Ovct ~~ . 

~ Vf CAA.N01lYS . 

. ~4 fa ~ .'+M+- +D 

,~~MLt-. .~~~'.~. 
·(~dtrwM~'. 

~~--.
/W:~) 

~~'~' tAf~1-o 
'~,~ 
~ ... ' 



p.e7FRX NO.: 909 621 8419 03-07 e0 03:49P 
·FR,O}1: R 

DRAFT - 3/6/00 Update of"The Mystery ofthe Hungarian Gold Train 

and address of the owners forced to deposit their valuables with Hungarian nanks,!!12 This 

infonnation further substantiatesthe quoteof Ardelia Hall included in the draft report.~ 
should be fut'ther supplemented with information from Army bq docs; and if not, should 

not be emphasized witbout !rutber evidence). 

The main part of the property on the train belonged to Hungarian Jews, The 1949 

Hungarian Restitution Mission letter detailed that the train included such property as: 35 kilos of 

mounted jewelry, 60 kilos of watches, 100 kilos of gold coins, 560 pieces of silver, 1 case of 
, /""'..', . 

silver bars, ,3 ,00? carpets,. and other goods. 13 In addition to the above victims' property, the train 

contained oUase of paintings (about 100) from the City Museum in Gyor marked "Varosi 

. Muzeuin, Gyor."14 rwere the paintings mentioned in the report, or were tbey not mentioned-

this is a citation from the document, so does the doc just say that tbe 100 paintings were 

f ..om the Oyor muse~m?] The paintings rwm the Gyor museum were not mentioned in the 

report, because they didn't belong to ,the Je\'V1sh property. Thesepaintings were left to the 

custody of the Austrian govemrnent and restituted to Hungary J11 the begirming of t~e 1960s. 

They are not to be confused with the list of 1176 paintings of alleged Jewish ownership, 

mentioned in the report [tbe orig;nal.Gold Train Report, or the Comm. No. report) Some 

property oflhe Hungarian Nazis was also on board the train. This property, however, belonged to 

Minister Toldy and hi;,; entourage alone and therefore would not have composed a substantia! 

part of the train's contents. [How do we know this?] 

10 FOOTNOTE INFO' 

l I Moire Masurovsky has promised to provide a copy of the document 

12 Hung'lrian Re~titvti~n MiSSion, Vienna to Allied Conunission for Austria, "Commu,Ilicadon No"6430/1949," 

March 25.1949, NACP, RG 260. USACA Records, USFA, RD&R Division. Box 99 [blltes #]. 

13 "Communication No, 6430/1949," NACP, RG 260, USACA Records. lJSFA, RD&R Division, Box 99 [bates #]. 

14 "Communication No. 643011949," NACP, RG 260, USACA Records, USFA, RD&R DiVision, :Box 99 [bates #], 
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A January 5 1949 Jetter from James A. Garrison to Dr, Otto Demus, President of the 

Bundesdcnkmaiamt, gives a clear indication that not all of the paintings in the "List of 

"Unidentified Paintings Stored at Rcsidenz-Dcpot Salzblug" were Gold Train paintings. The 

letter helps to further alleviate confusion over the number of paintings frorn the train, confusion 

raised by a lack or original inventory of the train's contents and lack of careful treatment of the 

properties in the records of the Military Government Warehouse, Salzburg. "Attached is a list of 

57 paintings of unknown origin which were removed from Schloss Fischhom by Zell-am-See. 

These paintings are presently in the art depot of this Headquarters in the Residcnz Palais, 

Salzburg." "It is requested that you advise us if you are successful in identifying any ofthe 

paintings on the attached list as prc-warAustrian property,".D 

2. The Inventory 

. 'Y' ,/ We have not yet uncovered all Am1y documents relating to the l:apture of the train in 

~~ . Werfen, Austria. However, additional documentation of this capture (other than the letters from 
U" 'OJv/ . 
t;+ ~- the Central Board of Jews in Hungary! Central Bureau of Hunganan Jews already cited in the 

S~~ ./ reporl) is avai labI.. In a co mmunica!ion dated Marc/' 25, 1949, the 0 (fielal Hungar;an Mmistry 

\'-1 of Finances Restitution Mission, Vicnna, addressed a letter to the Allied Commission for Austria 

\-<' 
~ Y 1'1, detailing the story of the train, its contents and American actions from 1945 through 1949: 

"\j ,i"" .~ . .~ V ~I\ The Hungarian.Government was surprised lO learn that, properties of Hungarian 
1" \.l '" Jews, such as valuables, jewels, objects of art, carpets etc., as well as 

\.~ \f'.v approximately htuldred paintings by great masters - the latter property of the 
~~~ Municipal Museum of Gyor removed hy the Gennans and transported to 

r"y ..,.\ \ Austda, have been placed at the disposal of the Intergovernmental Refugee 
~--J > l.J\,"4 Organization by the American Military Authorities in Auslria and are to be sold 

, .... \ .J by auction in the near future .. 
,ov \ '" \)/oJ/' ~'v!_______ 

t-.\ ...J 

.J'";)..\~ IS James A. Garrison. Chie.f RD&R Division, Reparation~ and Restitll.tion Branch, Hq, USf1\, USACA ,Section, to 
'\ <) J( ~ Dr. Otto Demus, PreSJdCnl llundesdcnkmalamt, Jan,1.lary 5, 1949, "Pamtmgs of Unknowu Ongm froro S~hloss 

~j~j:' RG 260, US!' A, USACA, G,nem! R"Q,d" Bnx l59 [105918-105922). 
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The Restitution Mission pleaded for the Allied Commission to take "swift action in this matter" 

and to "avoid an h:reparable situation," by restituting the Hungarian property based on the 

following: 

The objects refened to above, except the paintings [the hundred paintings by great 
masters from the museum in Gyor], originate from forced deposits made by Jews 
with the Hungari an banks after March 19, 1944, date 9f the Nazi aggression' 
against Hungary. These objects, subsequently confiscated by the nazi·installed 
Hungarian Government, were transferred to Austria in pursuance of a forced, 
cvacu<ltion of the South-East area ordered by Himmler nnd exec_utad by SS 
Obergmppenflihrcr Lorenz (the original of a relative exchange of telegrams is to 
be found among documents placed before the Intemational Court in Nuremberg) 
and according to a special agreement dated by March 28, 1945, concluded 
between the Commissioner fOf Hungarian Jewish Property and the delegate of 
Reich, Boden, i.o. after the Arnllstice entered into between Hungary and the 
Unitea Nations ... 

The Hungarian Restilution Mission wishes to state that this propetty, generally 
ca!lcd "Hungarian Gold Train" was immediately after its an'ival at Werfen in 
Austna, taken into custody hy the Amer.ican Am1Y and at first remained guarded 
by the escort personnel [Hungarianl and members ofthc American Army- On 
July 19, 1945, the train was finally taken over by the American Army- _..On July 
29, 1945, the American Military Authorities laid down the story of these 
valuables in a prolocol, where their Hungarian origin was clearly emphasized, 
This protocol was also signed by the escort. J(j 

The Hungarian Restitution Mission challeilged the gecision that the origin of the train '8 contents 

Was unknQwn or lInableto be u~tcnnined, ­

The Hungarian Restitution Mission must suppose that subsequently the personnel 
dealing with those properties was chang-cd and the story of the Gold Train 
[orgollen. Otherwise it is inexplicable that the origin of these should be . 
considered as doubtful. 

The Hungarian Restitution Mission wishes to recall that all property of Hunganan 
Jews was labelled [sic] with name and address of the owners forced to deposit 
their valuables with Hungarian banks. 

Further, ._.these valuables were not collected in concentration camps and do not 
originate from indiscriminate robbery, but constituted the property of definite and 
identi fi ab1 e II ungarian citi7:ens.17 

10 "Communication No 6430/1949," NACP, 'RG 260, USACA Records"USFA, RD&R Dj\iision. Box 99 [bates #]_ 

17 "C01'l1!l1ulli(:atiQn No, 6430/1949," NACP, RG 260, USACA Records, USFA, RD&R Division, Box 99 [bates #J. 
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The Presidential Advisory Commission has taken steps to locate an "American Military 

Authority protocj)l" of July 29, 1949. Research for this document, and additional military 

documentation of the train's capture, will conlinue througb the production of the final report. 

Documentation already cjtf;:d in the report gives evidence that since the very beginning the u.s. 

Anny had compelling evidence that the train's property was Hungarian, and that the property was 

largely Jewish owned (where is it called Hungarian? By who? And Wben?] The train was 

esc0l1ed by HUlJ.garian military personnel, II forty-two Hungarian guards" according to James J 

Rorimer." (t is Iikel y that US. military authorities questioned the Hungarian guards, though 

these reports have <lIsa not yet been discovered [how is this likely, and do we have any idea of 

how to find such an intervieW?I) 

According to American documents, an original Hungarian inventory of the trainload was 

destroyed, In February 1948; Nyaradi, the head ofthc:: Hungarian RestiTution Mission discussed 

the fate of the train with James Garrison: 

He outlined the complete history of the contents of this train, as to hC)w the Nazis 
forced the Jews to deposit their jewelry, gold, rugs, furs, and other valuables with 
the 1-1 11l1garianbanks, and than ordered the banks, just before the Russi,ans arrived, 
to t;end the gold to onc collecting point. All the valuables were damped in one pile 
and the records were destroyed. The train then proceeded westward ... l'i 

Nyaradi continues to say that he was shown the cornplete inventory of the contents of the 

"Golden Train" by Colonel Ernest Owens, "during the time that he was Chief ofRD&R 

(approximately .It!nc 1946)."~o Owens also told him that "the contents were stored in the 

warehouse in Salt.:burg." This is unlikelY as it would have gone against Ari1erican restitution 

IS James). RQrimcr. Su1').'ivaI. The Sa/vogf! and Proteaion ofArt in War, New York. p 1S4 

l? James A. Garrison. (:hief Kf)&R Diyision USACA, MemOratldu for the Record, conference with Nyaradi. Dr. 

Varvasovsky, lleud of lIungarian Restitution Mission in Austria, Garrison, and Lt. Col. McKee, Chief of Restitution 

Branch ofRD&R Dtvlsion, NACP, RG84, Entry 2056, File 110 Hungary, Box 18. . 
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policy to show the head of a Restitution Mission an inventory of assets in American contro.V I 

By February 25, 1948, Colonel O\~ens had left the RD&R Division, and Garrison noted,. "I cim 

Oilly say that this inventory has remained in our files and has only been used by our personnel 

during the lime' that I have served as chief of this division,"Z2 . 

:t Additional Information 

Recently, Hungarian.colleagues prepared a document, "The Brief Summary ohhe 

History of the Golden Train" and shared it with the Presidential Commission. The document 

gives the quantity of paintings as 100, which is much lower than the numbers cited in the 

Commission's Draft report. Ron Zweig, all Israelihistodan researching tho fate of the "Gold 

Train," also believes that. the majority of ?the 1181? paintings were not on the trajn~ However, 

official American documents of the period contradiCt such arguments. 

The Hungnrian ~llmmary mentions the secret record o(the numbers of the cases and of 

the category of the items contained in them. According to these se~ret records, 105 cases and two 

. iron boxes were filled with loot from indicated categories. This list, however, does not include a 

category for paintings. In addition, it is unfortunate that the Hungarian report does not give any 

direct quotes or footnotes, which could help to evaluate the infonnation used. Despite this, some 

oftheir sources could be recognized from the sources used in the Commlssion's October report, 

Page tour of the Summary mentions that: "Its ("Golden Train") freight was the following: 

54 cases containing valuahles, 1360 cases containing silver ofrecluced purity, one case ofpul'c 

20 James A. Garrison. ChiefRD&R Division USACA, Memoranda for the Record, conference: with Nyaradi, Dr. 

Varvasovsky, Head or Hungarian Restitution Mi~sion in Austria, Garrison, and Lt. Col. Mc.Kee, Chief of Restitutioll 

Branch of RD&R DivisIOn. NACP, RG 84, Entry 2056, File 110 Hungary, Box 18. 

21 American policy for the suhmission of claims detaikd ..... 

n James A. (ja~rison, Chief RD&R Division USACA, Memoranda for the Record. conferetlCe with ~yatadi, Dr. 

Varvasovsky, Head or Hungarian RestitUtion Mission in Austria, Garrison, and Lt. Col. McKee, Chief of Restitution 

Branch ofRD&R Division.. NACP, RG 84, Entry 2056, File 110 Hungary, Box 18, 
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silver, one case containing si Ivcr bricks" approximately 100 paintings, the exhibits of the Gyor 

Museum, maps, approximately 3000 knotted Hungarian and Persian carpets, clothes, valuable fur 

coats, stamp collections, lace collections, cameras, gramophones, silver jewelry, porcelain . 

articles, pocket watches and watches (about 10.000 ofthem) ... "D ,his description of the cargo 

of the "Gold Train" is based on the July 28,1947 Jetter of the Centrai Board of Jews in Hungary, 

Autonomous Orthodox Israelitic Central Board of Jews in Hungary and the Committee for the 

Repatriation of Abducted Properties to the State Department. 

In this letter, the Jewish organizations in Hungary wrote that they had learned that 

American military authorities took control ofthe following: "1560 cases containing silver with 

different weights, t case ofsilver bricks, about 100 artistic pictures, about 3000 knotted Persian 

and Oriental carpets and some home-maid manufactured carpets sporadically among 

them ... According to the repo11s received from thc officials, there were also clothes, fur~coats, 

made of noble furs, stamp-col1ections, collections oflaces. Cameras, gramophones, silver-jewels, 

porcelains, pocket and wrist watches (about 8-10.000) laden into wagons,"24 It seems clear that 

the information provided in the recent Hungarian Summary is based on the same letter, quoted 

above and in the commission report. It provides no new det~ils and it qffers no proofthat the 

1J69 lesser-quality paintings were not on the Werfen Train~ 

In another letler received by the Commission, Prof~ssor Emst Bacher elaborated that the 

paintings were restituted by the Austrian government both to private individuals and to the 

i1 Lette, to the Presidential Commission .... 

241ncludecl Oil pag~ 4 of the leltt:r ,.There is a report available on the jewc:ls and golden valuables ordered by 

Commander Arp3d Toldy to be laden on two lorries and carried to the French zone. where they were seized by the 


, French troops According to these reports the following valuables were taken under control by the United Stales . 
Military Authorities:, .. " see notes 4-6,20,26-28 of October J?raft Hungarial~ Gold Train Report. 
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Hungarian state. In the moment. the Commission is [oltawing up on some of the cases of 

restimtiol1 mentioned in the letter. 

In one case, Bacher discusses fourteen paintings that "were put in the disposal of the US 

occupation authorities in 1951." Documentation shows that paintings were in use by the US 

Forces Austria and were to be returned to the custody of the Austrian government. All of them 

were included i~l the January 5,.1949 transfc~ lists signed by Am~rican and Austrian 

representatives. They were separated, Schedule "B" for paintings in use by Hq. Zane Command 

Austria, Salzburg, under the custody ofMr. Yemon R. Kennedy, and Schedule "e" for paintings 

in use by RD8.;.R Divislon,USACA Section~ Hq. USFA, under the custody of Lt. Co L Frederic 

W. Hodge. 

Schedule "B" included the following: 

210 ARTJST UNKNOWN, Rivulet, flowjng between house in landscape, 
water-color, 26x35 em, with #189 

347 KOMAROMI KACZ~ Sunset with peasant housc at a l~ke, oillc~nvaS, 
3] x42 em, broad, golden frame (rev. side Dr, Szalvendy, Odorn Ugyved 
S:}lgotarian Wr. 7) 

690 ZUBER R: Peasant woman, oil-wood, 29::<23 ern . 

756 HEYER A: White angora cat, oilieanvas, 50x40 em, no frame' 

777 FZENTHAL Y FERENCZ: Forest landscape in winter with woman 


collecting wood, oil/canv'as, 47x56, .golden frame (Friedmann Rezoss, 
SaJgotaryan) . 

966 ARTIST UNKNOWN, Picture of an old castle, oil/canvas, 58x40, with 
ti"amc 

1065 ARTIST UNKNOWN, Head ofa man, oil/cartoon, 34x24, with frame 
1085 CSJLLAC: Old peasants with pitcher, colOred etching, 31x23, wiLh frame· 

and glass (rev.side 1255) , 
[090 OLGYOS: Winter landscape with big trees, colored etch.ing, 35x26, with 

frame and glass) (rev.,side 255)25 

:15 Heauquarters ZOllC Command Austria, Propen:y Control and Restitution B~anch, APO 541, US Army, Schedule 
"TIn attached to Receipt for tran:;fe<r of ite111:; "believed to be of Hungarian origin" from the Corrunanding General, 
United Stutes Forces in Austria. to All~trial1 Federal Government, signed by VerooJl Kenne.dy, Chief Property 
Control Branch and Restitution Branch, and Ministerialrat josef Reith, January 5, 1949, Sal7;burg, Austria, NACP, 
RG 260, \J$FNLJSACA.. Reparations amI Re::;tiruhon Branch, Box 100 (103520] 
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While Schedule C included: 

SANTHA L 1913: Brook .in winter landscape, oil/cartoon, 31 x29 em, nice golden 
frame 


ARTIST UNKNOWN: Holy virgm with sleeping little Jesus and young saint, 

oil/copper, 


16.5x21.5 em, with broad golden frame (250 Fischorn; Stockholm) 

ARTIST UNKNOWN: Portralt of a lady, on porcelain plate, round, dirun. 16 em. 
golden tramc 

ARTIST UNKNOWN: Society with horses and tent (camping scene) Dutch 
school 181h century, oil/wood, 58x35 

em, golden frame 

ARTIST UNKNOWN: Two peasant women and peasant at the field. oil/wood, 
34x24 em, framed, under glass. z6 

Documents indicate that six of these paintings were returned from James Garrlson to Walter Q. 

Loehr, Chief RD&R Branch, Legal Division, USCOA on January 12, 195 J. 27 

Yet 0. list of paintings on loan to U.S. Authorities in Austria offers evidence that as of 

March 23, 1949, these paintings were not only still being held by U.S. officials, but had been 

formally recalled to 'U.S. control. 2~ Communication with the Army will be the most helpful in 

the pursuit of further information about the final disposition of these paintings. 

~. Headquarters ZOJlC: Command Austria, Property Control and Restiturion Branch, APO 541, US Aony. Schedule 
He" attached to Receipt for transrer of ilems "b~lieved to be of Hungarian origin" from the Commanding General, 
United States Forces in Austria, to Austrian Federal Government, !ligned by Vernon Kennedy, Chief Property 
Control Branch ond Restitution BranCh, and Ministerialral Josef Reith; January 5,1949, Salzburg, Austria, NACP, 
R.G 260. USFAlUSACA~ Repal;':tliom and Restitution Branch, Box 10!) [l03521 J.. . 

27 Receipt of six painting:! form lames Garrison to Walter Q. Loehr, Chief, RD&R Branch, Legal Division, 11~COA, . 

12 January 1951, NACP, RU 260, USACA, General R.ecords, Box 158. Returned paintings included: the Sanlhal 

"Bro«)K: in Wintcr Landscape," the oil/copper "Holy Virgin with Slc:eping Little Jesus and Young Saint." "Portrait of 

a Lady," "Two peasant women and peasant in the field," "Society with horses and tent," ami "Landscape with she..-p 

and shepherd," 

2H "Propcrry on Loan to U,S. E~tablishments," NACP, RG 260, USACA, General Records, Box 159. 
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. , Vyt\~ I ,,'t""1 .. 
4. Military Government Warehouse, Salzburg - y-.~[ ( 4'1)-t'f, ()hc\ I r"

" ~ ,~ t '\' \) ') , A 
H.t.\ \\j'""l) 

A June 1946 document provides evidence that the US. Military Authorities had reason to U""r ~'~ 

assume that a substantial part of the train cargo included property confiscated from the 

Hungarian Jews: 

The items ol'household furnishings stored in the property Control Warehouse, . 
Salzburg, that are suitable for use in family billets, i.e., rugs, chinaware, silver 
table service, are part of the C()fltents of a 44 car train which left Hungary in 
March of'1945 ... Availab le evidence indicates thatthe items contained in this 
train were removed from Hungary by the Hungarian Nazi Government, and a ' . 
portion of them may possibly have been taken from Hungarian Jews ... 29 

Not all of the goods stored in the Military Warehouse in Salzburg came from to the "Gold 

Train." However, all transactions cited m the report were made with "Gold Train" property. All 

documents about the requisitioning of goods by U,S. officers'came from a Jile labeled, "Property 
. , ' 

Removed from Werf~n Train for Use in. Villas, Offices, etc." and organized by Evelyn Tucker.'(! 

It is possible to add that this me provides evidence that not only was the transferred property 

from the Gold Train, hut that many U.S. officers' received property marked with the names of its 

original Jewish owners. For example, silverware released (or use of the officers of the Artillery 

Staff of the 42nd Di vision, housed in the von Trapp estate in Salzburg, included a chest "bearing 

name ofGergdY(,?lHenr,ik."~: This chest was not restituted to Joly Gergely; despite the fact it 

should have been consider.ed as recogniza.ble property ofher Jute husband [When was her claim 

filed? '''hat was process of invel1torying at tbe MG Warehouse?], In addition, General 

Lande received a silver set tor ten, markl!d by the name and address of "Dr. Otto Arodi, Tokai 

29 "Use or Items from Prop£:l1Y Control Wa.rch~)use, Salzburg, for Furnishing Dcpendent5 Billets:' June 5, )94f) 


NACP, RG 260. USACt\ Reco(ds. RD&R Division, lJSFA, Box 77. . 

30 "Property Removed from Weden Train for Usc til Villas, Offices, cw.," NACP, RG 260, USACA Records, 

USFA, RD&R Division, .Box 77. . .. 

~ I "Recelpt signed by Lt. Ross Traphagen," October 24, 1945, NACP, RG 260, USACA Records, RD&R Division, 

BQX 77, ' . 
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No 1'9"J2; and Brigadier General Morrill Ross dined with a silver set marked by "Hungary-

Monogram m .. Emma. 11.1.\ 

5. Future Research Question: 

The Commission's Draft Report has been criticiz;ed for the description ofth~ decisions 

made regarclingthe disp"sitioll of the assets on the "Gold Train." However, we maintain that 

General Marshall's1947 cable, written inhis capacity as the Secretary ofState,givcs a clear· 

indication of the responsibility taken by the military command in Austria. In light of this 

criticism, as wcl1a~ our own prc-~xisting research plan, itis one of the Commission's top 

prioritjes to research the details of the decision making process for policy and it has always bCI:Jl 
. . 

our intention to include the results of these efforts in the finaJ report. 

. c}U~ 
Restitution to individuals was eouSidcterl impossible from the beginning of 

\ V,"N~' "" . ~ 
considerations ~.. !'e~tl'llig~¥-&t assets mHolocaust vi(jtims and.victims of Nazi aggression. In 

its place, the Allies worked toward1 the development of a program of restitution from nation to 

natioil. There were) however, exceptions made in Ule'case of the Gold Train (and other select 

instances) in which individual restitution was made. JodyGcrgcty was one case discussed in the 

October report, and the Austrian letter raises questions of the individual restitution made by the 

Austrians before the final restitution of 1002 paintings in 1963, 

Lane Faison .. Gergely 1952 wanted to restitute; restitute to individuals; Austrians restituted 3 

cases. 

Garrison's discussion 

3:1 "For use in (fell. L<tnd~'s residt:nce at No (7 Nessclthll1erstr, September 27; 1945, NACP, RG 260, USACA 
Ret;(1rds, Rl)&R Djv;siol~. 13<);< 77, . . 
j3 "Silverware for U5t.: by flrig.ben. M~rrill Ross 42'1<.1 Div. Arty. APO 411, 15 Schwimmschulslr. Salzburg, October 
24, 1945, NAC1\ RG 260, lJSACA Records, RD8t.R Division, Box i7. 
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Several questions remain about the history of the Hungarian Gold Train. Future research should 

esp~cially determine tno~e infonnation about the following: 

J. 	 What is Vemon Kennedy's connection to the custody of some of the 14 paintings not 

transferred JanuaIY 5, 1949 to the Austrians? 

2. 	 Why did Walter Loehr (of the Legal Division USACA) receive paintings transferred from 

Garrisoil? 

3. 	 Where is the train's original inventory? Who created it? When? Can this be located through 

archival recurds of '[he troop units? 

4. 	 What is known of Mark Clark's papers at the Citadel: Will/Can they provide any sense of 

context for his decision that the assets were "unjdentifiable? 

5. 	 Whal materials may he in Kenneth Alford~s archives (for his book, Spoils of War)? 

6. 	 WhaL C()'l1 be dct~m1inedtabout the Attorney GcneraPs Deci.sion to tax the PC~.~ods that 

entered the U.S. 11.1 J949? Arc there any company- files avaIlable for the firm.wJw ~~ndled 

the customs issues fOl: the PCIRO? 

7. 	 Is there additional infonnation about the train that could be gleaned from a. review of Baron 

Kronfcld's restitution c1aim? What were the attempts at individual restitution? 

f. w"'""'+. w""S 1'k 1,A·1. p,II(..) -hI' tf~ ... +~ ().f- rtk~tA'II~"" 0l~S4..f; ? 

HO,,", ~,J. skt-I "-/ '" t.i.tfO..-kJ !.N."""",,) 1\"'~f'V'\ a.f-k,.,,+ Pf)I.",; ~ . 


In any case Lhe following seem clear from the recent update: A sign.ifican.t portion of the 


paintings found in the MG Warehouse in Salzburg belonged to the cargo of the Gold Train. The 
............ --- If~ 

majority ofthe paintings belonged (0 (he victims of Holocaust from Hungary (It was prov~ ~(.J 
cases of the individual restitution to the victims, survived labels with the names of owners and ~ (\).J' ( ~ 

~v 
lhe character of the paintings, the majority of which w'as of low quality and could be amassed 

only in case of confiscation of different household properties.) ALso proved by the descriptions 

ofthe cOtrji.K(.ltiol1s il! Hungary and the details of(he paintings as being of "no particular 

value. " 

G We do not believe that the question "How many paintings were on the train and how 

many were not" is or seriQus conceptual importance. The official American position was that all 
. . i)u \ <th\t\Jh.. 

('" r-- - ..S' ' \ liLA,- \/'It.{t.- D~ <>. fJ<..}f. (e.fv../~ tv KVl~J"'I')" . ~ 15 .... ) 
D~., ~~ (~+VVrv) tv\..... L'-< .. ~. Vcl/..J. Tt.,·'1,'" r<"1-"-" . 
~~ 1\.'" () ~ '-, .., 
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.. 
paintings belonged 10 the cargo oftl}e Werfen Train and before the opposite is proven, we see no 

reason to abandon their characteri%ation that lhe painting~'originated from the train . 

.000D. D(a-f-t ­
'vVfL NUt;) ,j-0.' lAIMlL. M' 
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\,' 4l)() ~ l~ rfV\l.- fV\4/V-..' \ e-oU' ~-j- . 
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