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ultimately be decided upon. The total Czech alloca tions in U.S. 

would then amount to about 23 tons, a~t two-thirds of the tdal 

expected recovery by Czechoslovakia from the gold pool, some If tons; 

.&1 it would be a significant source of pressure on Czechoslovakia. 


OFD is, however, strongly opposed to the blocking of the Czech 

share of the gold pool, wholly or partially, in order to obtain a 

U.S. bargaining lever against Czechoslovakia. Such an effort by

the U.S. would T101s.te the substance and intent of Part III of the 

Paris Agreement on Reparations and would be inconsistent with the 

U.S. economic objective of long standing to redistribute the monetary

gold among the Un~ted Nationa which lost their gold to Germany.

Such a uni'lateral act would be bitterly resented by the British and 

French which also have claims against Czechoslovakia. Such an opera­


\ tion would involve the practice of deception on Czechoslovakia, for 

that country would certai~ly never accept its share of gold from a 

source within American jurisdiction if it had any inkling that the 


.' U.S. was planning to initiate new blocking action against it. Such 

, new blocking action would ~ of course, single out Czeohoslo\'akia :for 


. I the reimposition of economic warfare measures which are not generally 
being reimposed upon Soviet Satellite countries. 

Because the views of OFD on the prinoiple involved are those 

stated in the preceeding paragraph, OFD bas called special attention 

to the present situation in order to make it quite clear to the other 

interested offices, that unless positive instructions are issued that 

a portion of the gold should remain in Germany~it may not be possible 

to implement in the future a decision that the;-czech shar~ should 

be blocked. If any of the offices addressed wish- to seek resolution 

of the basic issue at this time, OFD is prepared to participate in 

a meeting to be called by those offices. 
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rga1nlngw8s'Pon 1n au nt negotiation.. No deoll1on will 
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No. 499 

RESTRICTED 

The Honorable 

TRIPARTITE GO~n1ISSION 
FOR THE 

RES'l'ITUTI0N ('F Ml:NETARY GOLD 

The Secretary of state, 

Brusse~s, Belgium 

J,anuary 28, 1949. 

I 
1-­

t? 
o 

·..P 

• 
Washington 25, Do C. o 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transndt for the information of the Division to 
of Financial Affairs, · ;the Office of the Legal Adviser (Economic), the 
Division of Economic Property Policy and othe~ interested Officers of rn 
the Department a copy of a memorandum antit1ed "Considerations on ~ 
Czech Claim Involving Free Reichsmarks" prepared by the United States 
Conunissioner on tfle Tripartite Commi$sion for the Restitution of 
Monetary Gold and considered b,y the Commission at its meeting on 
January 270 I 

1\)
This memorandum is referred to :in the Embassy· s telegram to/ t-he 00

Department No. 142 of January 27. ~ 
(Q

Respectfully yours, 

IM,J. ~f'l-
Alex B. Daspit 

UnIIt*l r.-stat.ero(}omm1ssi6ner 
TFipartite Clommission for the 
Restitution of Monetary OPld 

Enclosure: (2l .. 
Memorandum prepared b.Y 

/ U.S. Commissioner. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

T~ffice~~:~1M7um ·UNITED STATES GOVER 

DATE: ,March 24, 1949 
/~. 

PR.OM PH - Ir. I'letela.r-"~ · 

SUBJECT: 

n eoaplianee with rour request I 'alB glad to gift rou the foll_iag 
1n:reniatioll& 

1. C.eca g.ld holdings before the Sudetenland annexation a~ted ~o 
, 	 about .50 1l1l.110A partly deposited with the Baak tor Interaational Settle­

.ents and the Bank of Eliglaiul and partlr held .o.elticaUy. 

Arter the .&1" the C.e.. claiM. the f'Qll aJlOlIDt that, 1s menUoned 

above tram the .0.•14 Co81S81oD aa lost to the Germa.as. Out or this claia 

a portion of $14.5 II1l1ion was recogniled and allocation made 1n an a.ouat 

or $6.8 IIliUion. An &JIOut 01' .1.1 II1llion baa Hen d1isa1J.,.~ .and . 

aBlount qt .$16 lI111ioD 1. alJIost certain to be allowe.. AJ~ 1.4 

mill1en~a 50-50 Ghanoe aaj an ..ount or about $4.0 .1Illon seem1ng17 

hal Me recovered by' the C.ecb. direet17 which wUl have to be deducted 

from their olaim. 


2. ' Consequently, Cllech gold holding. ill the near ttature wlll emerge a. 

foll_a& 


in milllon 
Postwar cOlllDrcial acqui.itiODI outside of the pool and depoeited dollar• 
.with the fe.eral ReAne Bank, New York bet.een 1'46 through 1948,..... 4.0 

Alle.ated aDd transterred from Gold Coaission and depo.ltecl with ' 
Pe4eral JeHne Bank, I. York, • • • • • • •• . • •• • . •• • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6.8' 

Held with :red.ral Reum Baak, I." York, total, 	 10.8 

Geraan looted gold recovered clil'ectl1' "'1 C ••chs probably via 
Swit..rland anel held elther ill> Switnrland or da••at1oal11, about...... 4.0 

Pre.ent balding. total. ,........... ,••••• 14.8 


To whioh lI1¢lt be added • 

.iUooa"ioD on the 116 II1llion S\1detenlamd elaim - tranerer to De 
'%pected "for Jue )0, 1'49, abe 8.0 

.
~Hib ",allocation 011 • mUlon 

'" 
claiaIi t.o be transtex:red betore ;), r J 

Jun. 3C>, 1949, •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• -J.,..o--M~rlft.e--+1M-, 

Estimated holdings ae of Jue ,30,.1949 about •••••••••••• ,iI., , 
~ t=,.:. fl. )

.3. 10 
~~ , 
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3. No oonfirmation can be obtained regarding the rumors that 
CzechosloTak1a has NoeiTed. or ie about to receive a gold loan fro. ,the USSR. However, the persisteney of these rumors ill connection rwith the willingness or the Czechs to pledge their gold receipts 
trom the gold. pool tor a loan Plus the fact that the USSR and/oll 
her sat.llites are presumed to be the .source ot recent large-seale 
gold salesoD various European free gold II&rkets make it ver'T plaus­
ible ' that a USSR gold loan to Czechoslovakia may be or may become a 
reality. 

Intelligence reports indicate ·that USSR .eatel11tee, ·e.g.. 
Albania have reoently 1Ih1ppedgold to Czeohoslovakia ; It that be 
true a reasonable aesWDption would be that Czechoslovakia 1s in a 
better poe1tion than the USSR or a:ny other eatel11te to cOllTert gold 
lAto hard currency with wh1ch to bU-Yll.eded strategio II&teriale-. 

OFD:FlhOFFletcher:oh . CONFIDENTTiI, 

t 
\ 
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J.pril 5. 1949.art - lIP. lapp 


1'1 - .,. rl.etcbu' 


Ia OOIIpl,_ with )'OU.I' nq..aat. I .. tW ... 11... ,.. u.. l'eU-iac 

iJltorat.101l1 


1.., c..-,.u ·lteld1Ap beten 'lhe ~ .....Uoa: .....W to . 
abeNt 'SO ai])'. putl.J .,..1.... ",1___ ... tft'latenat1.-1 s-tUe­
_u aM ~ .... of 1ftglaD4 	aDd. ~. Ul4 ....Uoall7. 

Anv \M ., the C.... cUaUM the hU a.a 1.* that 1. aat1... 

altoft rn. 'UIe leU 0-1M1_ •• l.n '" i.IIe ......4. on 01' W_ ala1a 

_ port.t_ Itt 114.' lI1llla •• n.-arm'" .... allMa'U_ .... in &A ....n. 

ar 16.8 Idlli_. .. ..,.t et '1.1 atl11.oa ....... ti_Ul", u4 .. 

...t of '16 dill. 1. al-nariala ......n .1.. ft.. -.;101" porl.:i Qa 

ct ~ 114 lI1llioJl .a1a ... ,~ fIIIa'..... __lol .~ 14.0 

aUlloa 1.. 'IC'WClJ" __ NOO.... "'" tJle C..... 4iNdJ.7 1dd.aIl win 

.... to -. cIed...... rn. tMi~.lala. 


2. Gcm~f1U7. c.- plcl 	holdiltp in .. .-.r .Ill'.... dll -.zoe•••t-ll._. in 1lil110A 

401" 0 , •.war ..-.udal MIpl1a1.Uau outaiU ~ tU pool. &lid tlepttd:W 
with the PedeKl -..n. ........ tm..... 1946 'tltroqh 1948 ••••••4.,0 

All..t.t aM "".u" rr- ioU c-1adH, .......81... 'w1'Ul 

·,ed.ral b ..... a.aa. _ lUrk ...................................................6,8 


hnu l..w pU I'MOYUM cl1~ b7 0...· p.rvlIa1al, n.a 
8d"-rlaDd &all MU either 1D Id:'arlaad .r 4oaen1oa117, .,1Io1rt ..... 4.0 

---~ - ­ 208648 

1'0 yhJ oh II1cht lMt aid... 

Ul_t1_ on 0._ $l6 aUllaa ....t.eal.aD4 el..t..-tra.u:r_ .. be 
G:Epeet.ed lIetore 1_ 30, 1949, .Nut •..• ••• •••••••.•• •••• •••••.•••• •••••• 6.0 

P:oaa1ble put,t_l aU",t1M .. Il4 'lI1111oa ela1a &tier dIldueUOIl ot 

14 11111108 U be tJoautlll'nd '-tOft .rue 30, 1,,9, aItout •• ...... •••••• ).5 (f) 


\ 

h:t'Uat.d IMWliJlga .. f4 J... )0, 1949,ebcmt ~" (21.8) 
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• • ..rbJaU. .. .......... .. * 1'.... that Ca..
N_J._.el.c.ftakia ......1~ OIT' 1. ....... 14 u... 
........., tal. pweie • .r ~. Jl"Ullflra 1. 1.. the .tlltaa­
__ .t \btl ..... to tl.... i r ~ ~lpu n.. ~ ,.1.4 1 t.' 
. ' 1 .. pl_ tM tu\ __" UiAI- ... ...-tu..... prll sd" 
.. \be ~ .t 1'8.-' _ ••••tl...ld 1&1_ .. wriAN8 , J'J'!M 
pl4 ...nu ._ 1" pMuiw.. tba\ • 14 loa. '-' C ­.1,91raID•..,. '- .... be._ . ,.}lV. 

l.-t.llt.._ ...poru 1,,1_:\41 ~ , ' ."lUke••••• Allllllda. 
bImr .....uT _ .... pliI to C...II a) ...-dta. :rr tllat ., __ • rl.l.a 
.ble _ ..u __ ,..t C.._.1GWlda s. t•• _t-Wr ti.:l ... 
tM .. .., ............IUte to ...., pU 'late ~ .1_.l1." ., ..... d_~.'~. 

4,. It 1••••• _All, II ttl "'P' ' lit. Ii , .. C.... _ 
pledf1y u.u plAI MUi ..... IIdtMS. •• eeUaUnl ,. • 
....bl1 1.a tv _paaU .,.,..., it aat ca III I.t. ailed ...... 
'1 Dd.. t_ tt. toll., na.....P',...... ........ rl ........ 


(.) ....u __ \0 .. 'aah ..lei ~ if tb4t 
0.... __1,- to "t". it. to. _lAt 111 ••,...... 
•1. 	".n V.8 .. telfl; ,eU., Md 

(It) 	 t ••••_ ld .. all &w.l tor .. lMc-­
l .. to~ ..... i ,I.U..... wwld:_ 
110ft .rND1_t WQ M " ..., e__ iCd.d IaoldSa.p 
tra -tac ...0 rw ,...t1ale ....1... PD"~. 
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REPROBUCED ATTHE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

.... 

,- ...'. .. . 
SECRET 

- 2 ­

d oiaions on those parts of the Belgium, Dutch and Italian c1a.i.ms, 

which had been under reconsideration, were confirmed a8 ~ felt they 

should. As to the ' remaining caseI which you mentioned in your letter, 

I 1ihink they should be decided like aU the others, on ,their merits. 


- , 
In the BorMinel case, I think the decilive factor: sho,Ud be whether 

or not the gold contained in the raw material sent to Germany for pro­
ceusing was entered in the books of the Iug0l1anan Central Bank before­
hand. I recall that thil was the general feeling in the C~.s1on at 
tho time we discu.sed this case and found a.;l.a1a tor it should be 
admitted. It the French Company hat; a money claim 'for processin~ this 
very- gold, I think the Yugo Government Ihould pay to t he French OIIpany 
but thi•. should not be part of the Commission' 8 decision. A. reprds 
the thirty-nine bars of Bar Mines gold recovered in the British Zone 
ot Ge-rmany I shari your opinion expresled in your letter ,of .June 14, 
1951 on this I!Ubject, nam,el1 that all thirty-nine obara belong in the 
pool and the bars already recovered by the Yugs IhoUld be ' deducted 
fran their olaim. The Department, of cours., is intere,sted to haTe 
Yugoslavia receive as much as justifiable. 

! , As to the final decision on the urrlecided part of the Czechoslo­
vakian claim (2.3,000 tone), I guess we all agreecl that' the Swis. 
recovery amounting to some 7,000 kge. should be deducted. As to an 
additional 'deduction under the heading of "value received" I think 
we should not fight them on that ICGre if the Britillh and , French 

: -ConDie.ione,rs tee1 strongly that no additional deduction should be made. 
: Bet.ween you and me, this would work out to the advantage ot the United 


states if we can carry out our present plans, namely to veto delivery 

of the remaining portion ot the Czech share in _ ~ to use it as a 


~ 	 lever or to try to attach it for our cCllpensation claims. (See rq 

letter of Auguat 2,. 1951). 


The Brit,i.a and French GoverDDllnt. haTe pre.entetl strong notes 

blaming the Dapartment for Italling on the prel1m1nar.y distribution 

IUggested bY' the Comission. I as preparins a pa.per tor Mr. Thorp 

which represent,1 the pre.ent ree11n& ot the lnterelted officer. in the 

Department recaa.ending: ' 


Sending notee or replY' to the Britillh am. French stating that the 

Department and its repreeentative on the Co.nission are and al:ways have 

been anxious to wind up the Commission I e buliness and _ke the final 

distribution. The o.part_nt is opposed to einterim distribution at 


I 	 this late stage either to a tew or to all cla.im.ante becaule it does 
not want to take ...... betore havingeeen the tinal decisions in 

their 

SECRET 
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-,­
their entirety and because it is felt that the ~k involved in a tem­
porary distribution would further del.q the oomplet.ion of the final 
decisions and the preparation of the !1r1&l distribution. Th. Depart­
ment will furtber .tate that it is ..nding instructions to the United. 
St.ate. Commissioner to contribut.e his best efforts as in the past to 
help the Cammi.sion reAch final d.ci,iona and transmit & list or such 
deci.ions to the three government., pose1bl.7 not lat.r than lleeaber 15, 
it will be aug.steel to the Briti.h and Pl-ench to send simUar instruc­
t;ions to their reapective oOftRiasioner. The French will also b., told 
that the Department will dtlvote it. immediate att.ntion to rniewirJg 
this li.t •••oon a8 it i. submitted and that it hopes to be able to 
clear the list not later than six weeki atterit 1. received and. that 
the United state. Commi.~ioner will be instructed to vate for !.mediate 
di8tribttion &8 soon as the three pYernaent. have cleared the final 
decisioM, v:lthholding bnl7 the neaesu.r.y r ••erft. and. any such ahare 
.a cannot be dillvered to the righttull7 entitl.d recipient for 013.. 

reaaon or the ~her. In this conn.otiao, the note will reaall. the 
aru•••l. Conference deci.ion regarding the Danzig share and will state 
that the United statel Government might, howver, object to the delivery 
ot other partieu.lar share. if it at) dee., fit at the time ot the 
delive17~ 

You will. of course, receive a copy of our It!IPly not. and in due 
time. instruetions to object to a delivery of the balance of the gold 
allotted to Czechoslovakia, rebus sic atahbibu8. 

I am. very glad 1'ou are colling to Washington 11'1 e~lT December whi cb 
will give us an opportunit1 to talk IIOre about thoae things. We hope 
rou will have a pleasant vacation Which you certainly -haTe well earaed. 
Is it too optimistic to hope that the final dec1sicms will be taken 
before you leave .0 that Wataon can write up tho•• decisions tor sub­
mittin, tn. to the three gOTernment. while yO\1. are aW81'? It would b. 
an ideal solution if we could discus8 the list with yau. before you 
return to aru•••la. But. this should c.rtainly not influence or inter­
rere with your travel and home le&T8 dispoaitions. 

Best personal regarda. 

Otto ro net.cher, 
Special Assistant, 

Monetary Aftairs statf. 

P.8. 	 Pl.....end by cable an:r ccmaen\. you mq wiah to make regarding 
the repi7 note to the Bttiiah arid hench as outlined 11'1 this letter. 

OlD:O :Ometcber: ib 
010 L/R WI KI10/19/51 
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Is twpl. akt.Ua of .!art m f4 -u. Part. IIwpIraU 
•, 

~ £'Old ~ 411fbi.,but1~ U 011 a._pre rat. ~ ...ag waaf4'tu rr. 1IbiGb. 
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COpy THE ·~IaN ·~ 1. -- OF THE ~ .Ll'.Ii 

UNITED STAm OF AMERICA 

. :=ARTITE COMMISSION 


. FOR 'm RES TION OF MONETARY GOLD 

SECRET - SECURITY INFORMA· ON 
omCIAL - INFORMAL American Embass7, 

Brussels, Belgium, 
October S, 1953. 

Otto F. Fletcher, Esq., 

Special lssistant, 


. MonetarY' · Affail"e Staff, 

Department of State, 


Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Otto: 

Reverting again to the problem of distribution of a:tJ.7 gold which maY' be 
awarded by the Commission to the .GOTernment of Czechoslovakia, I have to report 
that it 18 becomin& iRcreasilli17 difficult to dela.,. announcement of the Ccao 
mission'. adjudications without the United states becoming generally charged 
with bein& r.8pons~ble for the delaY'. This does not mean to say that the 
reason lor the delay would become generallt known but .that the responsibility 
for the delay would be pla~ed on the United states as distinct from on the 
other government. represented on the Commission. 

. Iou may haTe seen some reports of the last a5s~11 me.tiIli of IARA. 
There had been considerable pressure froll some delegates far expeditin& the 
aoquisition and distributioR of remaining external assets aDd partioularlT with 
reference to the distribution of external assets accruing in Switzerland. 
A~tuallY', the meeting turned into something of a field day for criticism of the 
three occupying powers and particularly of the United states for the delays 
both in accounting to the Assembly and in actual consUmation of negotiations 
and distribution of these assets. There was eTen some reason to believe that 
the representatives of at least one ot the other occupying powers may have 
taken some steps to direct this criti8isli towards the United State•• 

There is now some eY1.dence, which I cannot document, that somewhat s1m:Jlar 
dev$lopments may be taking plal:e in regard to the delays in the report of the 
Commission and the distribution of the remainiIli gold. 

I would suggest that this situation might usefully be brought to the 
attention of the responsible politieal officer. in the Department for their 
eonsideration in' connection with whatever further delays they may contemplate. 
I oan, of course, continue to take Tarious steps to ·delay the tinal proceedings 
but it is increasingly difficUlt to do this without baving the delays laid at 
the door of the United States. 

Yours sincerely, 
Homer .S. Fox 

United states Commissioner 
/ . 


J • 
 Tripartite Commission for the 
)J' '1',., i~ 

I, . , ). Re.titution ot Monetary Goldy.Q-~ . 
1\, 

I .. ' " ~ ,SECRET - Sl!:CURITY INFOmlATION 
t .
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UI:l"LJ-\~)"!t"ltU «Go- ..s, -,G<.REPRODUCED AT THE NAnONAL ARCHIVES 

~r"mity _ 

By P/LlirARA Dalv......y ...., 

fJtJ -~- qc, -5"~ 

L.o~ c.~'V "s ~b><') ,g 
,,--~....-.-.....-- --- -- ...~---

qqgam'Ai 
-J­

titl. ad fNDOb ....ttt. u .a~ \l) ..... .totb \JMII·Ov 'fine 

with n.,.. '0 the C_o ... 1ft the pool .. akt . ..ben. We '014 

,Ilea tIlat ,.. WRld. prete .. pro.............". t11 awu4. 1I'1th \be u"P'ioa 
• 

01 Cl~ wul4 .,. 1nMd u..:Lt.....~ ... thq ..... ft.", ~ 

Natty .... na'.... 1fOII1d .. 1... .. , • __ \ia .. t.-ea-sat_ 
, ,I. 


. . f . • . 


1&7111& \ha\ \1w C" . lie ICIIIPlmal sa ,tile cI8 to 'tbe COlI­.... ..u .. 
,1entl•• of ...... olda.. (tbU d: at!OII 4R1H4 ....... a r. 

..usll&O............ acrtul Iltuati1 cble \0 ,lit freub "qae . f, 


a..........ioud ...... ) . 


11111.• \bit '.1:.........lCl.,.q 4D1Al7 &peed .0 0Vl" plu, tile 

Pnaob aow.OM. ealT • r...,.. aco !.at...... tbat 1\ .~ "0 
1Iel.left ,till, it Wftl.ct 'M "'17 4:ltf1.ftIl"fop he tbne ?own DOt to ... 

..81-.. ll\hclq1t~. 1'e1aUau .. DO laager euft1td . 

011 a' De kftl ·tf \M ' ...ltiOUll eaaft4..... aa4 MiIr:d.upbd"... \be 

t.wo ...1.., , .. ""-b,.....21a\ ...... ;t 1\ would 1M ..sY1n1a1. 

\••YOW, 1a ,t.~ ,ullattal. _tto of 'lIe.nn""l_ ·of ..,......,. plAt, 

'dlDl IIIJ" P"l'lea t.. Ill", ...,... 41.~ 1d.th _." to 

CM'Ohnl....dl... • ~q, u. " .... ___ "0 .-114..... ~ 

t.....a Wld.eIr 1radd ..ou ..., ,..,. eta......4i....~..... 

. , 

208669 




follOwing ., lo~t.r dated lO~.'" 19:!lBr.2005, I have 
no. b..a 1a.8Uu.OtC bl ar GoT.~.-u.tt'to tra '" lOU the tollo­
wing 4.olarat101l: '.,' 

OODa1de1'1_ that the Or'" Govemaent.haa ,tol-llDlated by
the abOve _.111 4 lett" ita 1I08t apresu" r ........ with 
1"epd to th8 " t:ln1t1em 01 aoaetaQ' 1014,...._blieh.~ by your , 
c~ 81012:. on th baa. of the. reaaou ezpoe e4 til .n 8D4 ~t 
1t oould••. 'be Sol4 loot" 01." woqtullY. 1"".. to GumaDY, 
ma pl'1va'h' ;R" .., •• it. ",O,.rt, aD4 oouequ ~~ toaiDg part 
ot 1t'1 r • .,.. Of lIoD.ew7 Gold, I bee 1= to 'tat not. ~t the _ 
quanti,tl, ot, lIOD.tU7 Gold looted trOll Gr•.,. _ tor tlle rest1tu­
t10D at"hioh. _Q4 baa bee 1ntnclua alz-47 t be' in­
~-~~ . 

' I) U6 ba~129 gr.t!!).. S014 looted t •• th. Bank of Or..oe,
" Salonl~ Br~ah.. ' 

2) 12.518 Xg••802 ' sr.11n8 gold looted tro. private por.on~. 
:a•••rdn .,••It to '11bll1t IOU 111 4uu ooua. all the net­

oes88r¥ 400ua•• ftpport1q thn. 0181... 

RG S~...=;..---­
Entry ~~)?( 15 1t<.. 
File G,.~t' t.(;~\ G~ 

Box ,~ 

Ref.'lOl 

"Tr1J8rUt. 00l1li1••1_ to~ the, 

Reati1i1lUOIl ot e'taq 0014 

R.a1dlBoe Paleo. 

155.:.ru. 4. 18 Lo1 

BN.ael. 

2086 


http:155.:.ru


./ '-

Reefe! ' 
Aug J.4 lkl. 5!~g. -

RG S'i-..;;.---- ­
Entry Ct)..9 t 15 !Gc 
File Gr"... '-'G-J'C~"L 
Box /1 ~ f ) ~ h "1 

l' 

I 

SUBJ3JTs 
" IIU<'O 

" 

Reoo"-nr of' ProPGlll'ty Fcrolbiy T.re.nI!~t.1'Nd 
n. 

]:!"aoeiliy1'fl a11'g1'e.I'Il DO. !&i ot_ 

, ll1 .. GHGee Dt'1'i~ ;1~~ld Wer-

OOD 

DCR 


, I>S 
•
A,...H 
&\. 

WAR 

NAVY 

CIG 

AoO;"'4_~/431r: 

:r hay. ' ,e honor, to l"tltor to 
July :i'... 1-M'. ' 1arsrl1 to th~ I»Im'tmar:nt til ,_01 ~ula r eirperJI ot ) 
Jus ~. 1947 r.:tcl1D8, th, p4"QclidtU"G to be follo'H4 l ,ll .t~_pt. 
to rGOQ~c~ PrQpertYfO~lbll \~~t.~~d or lootQd tD ~... ' 
~urlng ~\l. ,w~t. ' 

, In 'adchnon to 4~epcttch no. 12'1 4~'hd july 9, 194ts. "Control 
of tti)lalQ: 'Pr0p8~' till G:ns(!G Durtng,".x1& Oocmpr1 tion",raterenoe 
i.e m~,d0 W l'.lporisllLOp 40 det6d5;)pta"l1b~r 2~. 1945 ,and 1lO. 1~ 
dated 00toboI:'8, ,l~.h :;both an'Utlod ":,:ocJif1catiori,a in "~£nemY' ­
;>r0P$t'ty" , fiCS\11"~1.on" ~;'ln GN~O~". ' ' 

Tho • WO'Dna~toA eu,hrl.1tt$dln 8ir~ no. ttl4 m:.e obtained·" 
I , , t~ ~'. G~ UU·1:l'opouloe. Dl:t'@c:rtor, Dire~t1on IX (~.dJ~tment or 

. f;oqnQi:lllo li.:t'tQ1ra· lot.1IN1Une tr'fAll the · War), G.ll1srel Accounting , 
'Office, ~1n1DllT '9f F11'lf'.Dctll. Th~ ".lay' j,n replying to the J)eput+ 

. lIuMt'e ot--:r~r alrgnm b tlU.(J to -'et.ao. fnet " tho..t 1:r., Ul-1fopogl08 .­
ft. Unable-' to 0CD191.t~ the'data hefoN this t~n(j. - , _ , 

~h.re ',f)' a:tt~@ea. 'n tran:16-.:ton of ConiSUtUt1ona1#-Qt • 
No. ~/lg40 clfit4ild J'WlIJ I, 1~,t5e ~~o~ming tr:tn8.(lCt1oD8' c(:IlOlu~.tt 
4-iu.alng t11e .occupa1;~on9 . 

Re&p~cttully yours, 
, . 

H. tQwrenoe Gro.... ,. 
Counselor or Unbe..8., tor 

'. Economic _Afta1r" 
~n(!l0 3\..'1"&: 

Trqnolat1on of Cl)nmtlt1ltion.al 
Act No. 45/1945, d&ted 1~,:ln3)o 
1~4S. 

FlltsZlO. 111.S 
I\T/Em:t.b 

http:c(:IlOlu~.tt
http:to-'et.ao
http:Durtng,".x1


'{ . ', DECLASSIFI~O ' ' I 
\AUL10ri~ :N'Nb%~ \ClQ 'i 
IB/Q> ,'NAkA Date /2-g'ft II " _ _ ___I 

RG ~5:........~___ 

Entry {()..,?( (5 l(.,c 

File G' r- u IcG,)\C~ ""I. 

Box , tf .~ II b h 't. 

,.ut..!..z.loI'~"'~"# lilY UA•• V .,---... "&'4 6, ..,."'" ~-""V""'v-,"" " ... ' . .... ~...... ~-"" -,--- ......·-.C) ..j- 4 - \" ........... .. . 

th~ ,Ji1~d~an :.:mb~-, ;i:t a t -"t.l::·..lnll. ,sl.lbj t!(.' •. ~ ; ~ f<J. :;;·l'er:Yof 

'I~~2!_l", ~'_~l> 1. ,~t~~8J.!~~~~,~~~..l!.:~v.!:...-_________ 


CONSllTU'rlONAL ACT NO. 4.5/1~5 
/' 

1r~aactlonG Oo~el~ed Daring th. ' OoGUpa~ioa 

. GEORGI:: II 

At tho , inlltanos of OllY.' COlli"iQU of :.-!inlatcare, •• haTII 4"14.4 ad 
hereby 480roe 'tbats 

1. 	 TrGJisact1'ona ~onctluded as tJl'Oll tho IlrA'a 9f en~ry intoth.· 
oountl"'1 of atmr troop. - aermen,Ital18.n. 'Bulgarl/Ul end !~banlan ­
until ~. dats ot their 'R1 thc1rawal, whanby Nal. And/or per_nal 
,Proper" of -Ill' kind wag in eny way tl"Marerred:, e1thtr by .Il~ 
politi"l or !UiUt;Sl7 euthorlUoa or by indiv1dual mll~tU1 01' 
polUicusl ottlo~l'a of thoeG authorities, to Gl"Mte or toretp,~1!1 
or to Grs* or for(t1p jQl"1dlcal I1lI rl:!one, 6XOSi)'t the International. ' 
R!iid C1'088 Committee &D4" ~e CGll!ll1tte@ tor the Admln.let1'e.tlon ot 
Rf!l11~ in Gresoe, are deelared tram the outset Bull anI!, ~otd an4 
of ;;1~ legal ett~e~,; 

Til& Go"'81'D..'leat ecsqutrea tull oml3rablp ot property Inwlyed 
in these tranes.tiono, and no one 18 .ntitlad to apply tor oanpen­
catton or put rO~8rd ftny Q18~ ngoinat the Go"rnMeat tor 101!18e• 
•1l..'t:1. "ing tRllltheae tra:nsao t1on.0 

Trm'llJlftct1olle und6)r partlgraph ,I oonoludGd by indtvidual. mil1,­
tarJ Dr poltUoel officer. or by comm1slNU'1.. or representatlv•• 
or the ebOTG encmt author1 tl•• in Gresee ere regarded a. hanng 
bean oonolu4ed by theso Qnemy aath/u'tU". tblilr.ilu.l",es. 

3. 	 'l'ranaaot!ono under paragrapb I NS(ir41ng the supply of .mer­
ohand1ea or othor COlIli:'.odit1i1D which haVG bean obtM1ne4 tor OOD­

sumptlon or' to lfi~.t the requ11'1ime:n'tll or Internal trade are not 
lnaluds4 in tna oElD.,ellatlon dlS~lar$d under p~ragraph I •. 

, ' 

'.rhecMl0tl11at1on dQclarad u009r IJtll"ftgraph Iappl1tul to tran.­
notionlJ¢onaludlild in 8aoh ot" the various !l8otiolls ot the country, 
&a f1'tllll ~i8 day on which the pari1eult\1' aection 'ft. oooupl~'b,. 
the atiOVQ m111tar'lJ£'.uthorit1ea until tha i!&yot their withdrawal 
thsl'"5f%'Cm, 

ARTICLE II 

1. 	 'l'h'J rt6ht of th& Gove!'M.eDt to ccnt100ate property tl'ftnat'el'red 
1llldsu" tho c0lld1UilT,:i ~et tcb\h in Art!ole I of' tn. prQ8£lDt Act 1. 
BUbJea"t to · 11m1t8'101\ atter Doambti~ 31., 1945 one! the ,oance.l;leUoD 
d901arlEid in the same l.rlicl. is raversad 'W1 ih "spect to 8ua 
prc.p3rty 8S ba. not Hen oonftacat&ttt. 

2oT%'!lIUI8,CUona inYol<rilJl7, l'IllJ,ohinary ot WlY' kind, meane or. trnna­
portatton or artialee that ~bYiou.l:r t from their natura orquant ity, 
WG'ra clorive<l 1'l'ODl a tl"t.mDactlon Wi th tb~ au.thor1t1•• under An101e I 
of the present i\ot, ar8 not BUbj-ot to the abOTO l1:'Il1tation; .nor 1. 
the oancellat1on d.olared in Artiol. I subjeot to expir'lt1on of ty 
t1m.ol1m1t fixed in ~(t pHcscling pa:r&gre.pb. 

AtlTI0l.J!! I II 

UNR:!.STJlICT<ID- .11 _ 

http:pa:r&gre.pb


.~ · ' ~DECLA·sSiFiE[}~ 

.\"~L10ri~ :NNb%~ \\lQ i 
\6j~ 'HAM D2\e 12-1~~ I 

r · - . l •. ~ ~- ........_• . _ \ 


~--------------~------~~~\. 

ff'\i ~ A~ ..!o...... 
. ';~.i~~,:,~.c ~'!t l:.:liha~"'Y t ,.f. ' 

~!1afe%7A,!! 02: 1~!!!~.. 11l G1;;~
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In very exceptional ea3ea the Ol&~e C~i8~10n to be ••tabltahed 

by spaQtal law may 4.alare that transaotion. toming un4.rparagraph 1 

of' ,~t101G I may :wnaln ett"til'G. wholly or in part, 1t ~h18 be n8C.S­

ultatod by 8004 faitb, boua more., or ' by thaCC8IDlOll aen.. of' 3U8t1. '••• 


ARTIOL!i: IV 

1. 	 Trmlsaotloa8 not 1,Dcl'llcled 1D thtt pNv1111onr. ot paragftph 
the pl'c(6)d!ng J~t1016 It '''hgt fiBro 6onolu4ad d:tD"ing the ~04 r.... 
April 2";'. 19.tl1 w Octo}). lJ!,19".' within the areae ot G.reot tem­
torr l1b~rat.d up to til. latter dats or Ubttl th~ Bub••quent ' libel'S;'; · 
tion of 680h elf tliese paJ'l~. of til. owntJ'Y0 .hareb1 eneJll1' property 
in ONG~~' ~"cord1ng to ArUolo VII or 1!me1"~no,Law No. !&ZeI1940 
1e tronAtQlrred Wld,,!" any legal rom. bJ the &nfD7 to Greek. or 
fOl'signera or to Greek or tOX'filgJl j\U'141oal per80n., may untU 
~e~~)(~r 3111> l.~rs be deolare4 nt\lland ",oid u d"tioio by dee1.10n' 
of thA U1n1atol' otF:tM~C. 18Suod wi t.h thQ &grel!llD8nt ot the CGam1tte. 
unaar Ar'Uele XIX of m'rgsneyLcaw Ne. 20M/1940, Pf'01'lctod _l~ GU 
t'ill s :lUefactonly proved that tho · '~:mIDf~r was aooOll;l118he4by meana 
of a "olom:1f or aJa til_ rewlt ot el"~I'. toroe or freud, or oy 
exploitation or the Jloecl. 1n~xp8rienoaor naiyot' of the other aon­
t?Mt:lng .u1L."V. or .that the Wenli5t"61' 10 cnfJ thftt oould bo dec1ere4 
null 8nd yoid DWing to 80ae othor legal o~us~ tor oanaellatlon. or, 
rlnally~ tbat the tranafer was oarried out in order to OTBde , 
probs ble aaqU(tl5tntion or with .8 .,1&, to. serving the ·enet1llf'e poli ­
tioal ~r military 81=8. 

2. 	 Tranaact10na conoludsd 'ithin tho time limite spec1ttad In 
th0 p~cGd1ng p61'ee:rapb, iih8reby property of any kind waa traneterred 
by MY pal'eon wbateoeT5r to theenG7 or for the ·benetlt of tile enemy. 
wey b~ d~olared inT~11d until Deoamb$r 310 1945 by de01810n of the 
r:l1n1eter 01' Finan.e illZllutld li1th tho Mgr6emwt ot thD CcIaIm1t'" under 
.\rUole XIX of tmersltnay Lew No. 2638/1940. »ro1'14.4 it "Jl b. 86t1.. 
t'actorilyproved tba~ tbetratl8tv WSIlI aooOlllpl1ehed by :n_na 01' a 
"oloa.'1:" or 811 the re8ult of error, ro~. or fraud. or by nplolutloD 
of the nefid, lnexporlenoe ·or nnivot' of the other ocmtNottn,g III My. 
or th&'t "i;h... ulins1'81" Is one that cQuldbe c!.clarod null Mel T014 
owing to 1lCiQ6 other oause _tQr oanCt'tllation aD p;roylded by tile l'&w. ; .,. 

-	 I 

3. 	 5\1011 doclaloBs of the Min1ster ot F1na..'1~oJ shall b. i_sued tol­
lowing eppl1oat1on by thoa48 who bave a It.gBl. intore.' In the tl'ena­
rCl'nd Pl.",Q~My. to be ;:altw1"ad to the General Aocount1ng ottloe 
1rlth1n.a d0t1n1te U~_l1lalt of three month. if. the X-l'ilaD heTiDE 
tho logal intereat ill domioiled or H.1el1ng in Greac8, end .1z 
month" if be ta domic1led orr',}8id1ng ebx'oed. 

, ' 
4. 	 By the ab~YI) 4eo1810ns ot the >~nlet6I' or Finece to be 1••84 

wi th th~ 1)~e!\eUli.t of tb'l Committe. under ArUolu XIX ot llinercenoy 
Lew No. 26~/1940. fin,. financial or o-I;be!" oonditlon. U7 be mad. in 
fGVOl' of tho G"G~ Go~e1'Dmcmt and at t!t$ expense ot tha periJ' bene­
N ted b,. the in'fal1dl ty or oancellation of tho transter. 

5. 	 Tho declaration or non-deolarat1on of 1nvalidity ot a trenater 
in aocordanoe "with the ac1m1u1atrs:Uve procedure or parsgratJh. I eDd 
II of' the .PHe.~t Aot dOG8 not prevant tbe J8r*~iDg a le&al 

~l ot 

1nter&at 'h'.rein tJ'00l haT1nl.': re"COV8e to the H&'Iller 'Gourt. or law. 

but pl'OoH41qa 

I . 
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butpl"OOQ.dlJ;1ga :e~ould b@ bstitut&d '1it~'lln 8. definite tim. I1m1t 
of Olla IIlOn~b. or atter the li.pe~ . of tCUl' months dUrtDg wbl0h DO 
action lataPn. rrom.the date or ....1bmleeloD -'0 the Golleral 4oooWlt­
lng otric.or.· tho pttt1t1on under pi!ll'a~ph ~ or " hi. ~\rtlo1e. 

Reoouroe to the regulsr oOUl~'hQi' law q .,.lpula".d $boYe. 
1m 1nadmics1ble It ille decilliOJl. l!l-:!corcllng,opNe41ng paragraphs 
have not bean bwecl by theM!nlater or Finance 01' 1t the time 
limit or tOUl" mon·the haa uotelApillfJd. 

~. RQ~ar Qour'a as' aleo .aotcx offlo1o u7 tinanolal or otber 
cond.1t1on at the .xp~~ or tn- part, benetlted by the InY81141tJ 
o+' eenc8~t1cm. of the tnnrd'or. 

ARTICL!~ V 

Trans:sc'Uone 1nvol.,,1D« th.e tran..ror ot bevel" ••ourl t1 ea 
wh~reby th••a 'ee~1~1G8 wor. transterr6d tor .ny, reason whatsGoyer 
into tho pOesoas1oD ot th9 ~nemJor tbd~ partie••ct1ng on behalf 
o,...ror tho aOoot,m" or b611~t'1t ~f~ht; enliiZ.\j,' ·are not nbjeot to ithe 
provlsiou5 of the PNced,1Dg 1U"t101eJ'JPl"ovle1cn for 8~oh transactions 
nill -bit modo by a .pecial la'!J. 

'l'hs tirlG limits '.Bet in Artiole II, paragraph'. 3ud ~. of the 
P1"l)ssn~ !\Ct m.a~ .. ~. exterided by ~"el.1onot t~. OouncJl of Mintsters. 

'l'ha'Ol79s.nt COl'Ist1.tuUonal Act :ahall beoo:ue err-OUTS on the 
dst~ of 1t~ lJUbl1eat1on 1lQ tho ott'lo19l. Geze't~ • . 
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TRIPAR'l~ITE COMMISSION FOR mE Brussels, May 28, 1947 
RESTITUTION OF MONETARY GOLD 24 A Boulevard Du Regent 

Mr. Joseph A. Todd, 

Division of Ger.man and 


Austrian Economic Affairs, 

Department of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Dear Jack: 

In writing you on May 17 anent the Polish Note I did not 
anticipate that we should receive so soon another question on 
the gold definition. However, the enclosed Note from the 
Greek Commissioner gives us specimen No.2. 

The attached draft of reply which we have cooked up 
follows the general pattern of the proposed reply to the 
Polish Note. You willooeerv8 that we have reserved our 
position with regard to the contention of the Greeks, set 
out in the third paragraph of their Note, as to the sense 
of the Minutes of the Paris Conference. 

It seems to me probable that much of the gold disposed of 
on the open market in Greece during the German 0 ccupation was 
introduced there by Allied agents to finance resistance and 
espionage operations and, to a lesser extent, by relief and 
rescue organizations operating with our blessing. If this 
assumption is correct it would be rather incongruous to come 
up with the conclusion that such gold constituted a portion 
of the Greek monetary reserve. The Department may be in pos­
session of information whiCh will confirm or negate our 
premise and we would value its receipt. 

In view of the general significance of our relations with 
Greece at this time, I am sending copies of the enclosed material 
to the Department in the form of a despatch but feel that you 
should have these advance copies as soon as possible. I shall 
be awaiting your comments. 

Best personal regards. 

Faithfully yours, 

Russell H. Dorr 

United States Commissioner 


for the Restitution of Monetary Gold 
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JATION OF GREECE Brussels, May 10, 1947 
..t'edi ted to the Inter 

Allied Reparation Agency. 

Ref. No. 2005. To the Commissioners, 
Tripartite Commission for the 

Restitution of Monetary Gold, 
24a, Boulevard du Regent, 

BRUSSELS. 

Sirs, 

Acting on instructions from my Government, I have the honour 
to submit to you, in the form laid down in the questionnaire 
prepared by your Comndssion, the Greek Government's claim for 
the restitution of the gold removed from Greece by the German 

"authorities, gold whioh belonged to the Greek Government and 
which formed part of the monetary reserve of the country. 

The claim now submitted concerns only monetary gold within 
the restrictive meaning laid down by your Co~ssion and referred 
to in your letter of March 13, 1947. 

My Government finds itself obliged, however, to make the most 
e"xplicit reservations concerning the definition of "monetary gold" 
given by your Connnission. In its opinion, this definition does 
not cover all the cases contemplated in the general provisions 
governing the questiQn on which .our Commission is called upon to 
take decisions, namely, the Delcaration oT-~ United ~ations of 
January 5, 1943, relating to acts of dispossession oommitted by 
the Axis Powers, the Declaration of the United Nations on go.ld on 
February 22, 1944, Resolution IV of the Final Act of the United 
Nations Monetary and Financial Conference of ~ly 22, 1944, and 
more pu'ticularly the Paris Conference on German Reparation. 

In point of fact the general acts above-mentLoned relate to 
looting within the countries oocupied by the Axis, " in any form 
whatsoever, whereas during the discussions on the ciauses of Part 
III of the Paris Agreement it was expressly declared that all claims 
for the restitution of gold which had been removed should be deemed 
valid, even if spoilation had taken place by purchase on the open 
market (Minutes of the . Heads of Delegations to the Paris Conference 
on Reparst ion, sub No. 21, dated December 3, 1945). 

The Greek Government understands that the purpose of the 
questionnaire which has been forwarded is to collect information 
relating to monetary gold fram a technical standpoint only and that 
the Governments of the occupied countries will later be called upon 
to submit their , claims and proofs relating to the looting of monetary 
gold which did not form part of the monetary reserve of the 
Institute o~ Issue or of the other monetary authorities, within 
the more restricted meaning of the term. 

As regards Greece, where under legislation alread,' long in 
force, gold in the form of coin or bullion must be offered for 
sale to the Bank of Greece, and where in consequence not only the 

, 	e~port of gold but also its transfer from one individual to another 
within the country is prohibited,any quantity of goldexist1ng in 

• '1'1 the country constitutes in substance a monetary reserve of the 
J; t, J,~. ­

(--',JI t{ ) ' J "' 
, v~ ~ -\ " t,'­ V 
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Institute of Issue or of the state, and hence gold removed from 
Greece in the conditions referr~d to must be taken into account 
in the distribution of German monet~y gold. 

Pending a reply from the Commission on the questions raised 
in this letter, the Greek Government reserves the right to submit 
its claim relating to the looting of monetary gold which was 
r.emoved by the authorities of occupation by p.wchase on the open 
market or through acts of violence and whfrh did not form part of 
the gold belonging to the monetary authorities. 

As regards the claim attached to the present letter, I shall 
be happy to give you any further information and any other details 
that may be required. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(sgd) T. TRIANTAFYLLAKOS, 

Delegate of Greece. 

208677 
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May 27, 1947 

M. T. Triantafyllakos,
Delegate 	of Greece, ' 

Inter-Allied Reparation Agency. 

Sir: 

The Tripartite Commission for the Restitution of Monetary
Gold has received you~ letter of May 10, 1947 coverihg the 
Greek Government's cl aim for the res ti tut ion 0 f mom tary gold 
removed from Greece by the German authorities. Your letter 
states that the Greek Government has explicit reservations 
concerning the definition of monetary gold as adopted by the 
Commission and is of the view that certain other types of los­
ses should be oonsidered as coming within the purview of such 
definition. 

In order to facilit ate its cons iderati on 0 f the issue 
raised, the Commission has the honor to request the Government 
of Greece to furnish it, at its earliest convenience, with the 
following additional information: 

I. A copy, together with authenticated translations, of 
the legislation referred to in the antepenultimate paragraph 
of your letter, pursuant to which it is concluded that any 
gold eXisting in Greece constitutes in substance a monetary 
reserve of the Institution of Issue or of the State. 

II. The total weight and fineness of the gold lost by 
Greece falling within each of the two categories referred to 
in the penultimate paragraph 0 f your letter of May 10, 1947: 

(a) Gold rElJ10ved by the GerIll8.Il authori ties by
purchase on the open market. 

(b) Gold which did not belong to the Greek monetary 
authorities and which was acquired by the Germans through 
acts of viol~nce. 

III. The number of individual cases involving the removal 
of gold by the Uerman authorities by purchase on the open 
market, together with an itemized statement of the valu~, paid 
by the purchasers to the vendors of such gold. 

IV. 

",0. 

-- l ~~por1:j orgora:'L)m;--arso -n;s--"'l;I"i:ll1-sre~- ~86nf'1)he 1fla1V1Qua~ (; ano'&ner 
l within the country is prohibited,any quantity of gold existing in 

1\ tl1,e country constitutes in sUbstance a monetary reserve of the 
(~ 1J. ' We~. 	 ­
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IV. The number of individual cases involving German 
acquisition and removal from Greece through acts of violence 
of gold which did not belong to the monetary authorities of 
Greece. 

V. A full description of the nature of the evidence 
which the Greek Government would propose to submit tending 
to establish in regard to each of the two categories listed 
under I above: ' 

(a) The ownership of the gold at the time of its 
acquisition by the German authorities. 

(b) The purpose of the holding at the time of its 
acquisition by the German authorities. 

(e) The circumstances of the looting or wrongful 
removal. 

(d) The f'eDI,weight and fineness of the gold 
involved. 

(e) The manner in which the gold involved prior to 
the time of its acquisition by the German authorities 
had been accounted for in statements of the monetary 
reserve. of Greece. 

The information requested will prove to be of great
assistance to the Commission in considering the question 
raised bY'the Government of Greeee and, aocordingly, its 
early receipt will be appreciated. The Commission may 
also wish to avail itself of your'offer to furnish further 
information concerning the claim submitted with your letter 
of May 10, 1947. 

We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Commissioner for Commissioner for the Commissioner fur 
the Government of Government of the United the Government of 
the U.S.of America Kiogdom of Great Britain the French Republic • 

..nel Northern rr - ,:- .. 
- -eJg)0l'1; or 'g-oTd -ou't aJ.s-o 1 ts fran's:terrr~;:J:~in:l--i-ri.u~ Vi'OuaL i'ci -ano'(;uer 

within the country is prohibited,any quantity of gold existing in 
tile country constitutes in SUbstance a monetary reserve of the 
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UNIUD STATES 07 AMERICA ~~"' S 
51Pari., France 

November 29, 1945 

The Honorable 
The Secretarr or State, . 

Wallhington 

Sirl 

I have the honor to enolose :for the information of the 
appropriate members of theJ)epartment a cow of a~l.tter to Sir 
David Waley on allocating a ahare of reparation to aid non. 
repatriable notima of German persecution, a CO", of' a letter to 
Monsieur Jaoque. Rueff on monetary gold; and a copy of a atatement 
whioh I madl to the Beadll of n.legationll OD November 20 regarding 
budgetar.y war costs. 

Respectf'u1l.y yours, 

JaMS •• Angell.,.t.d States Representative
Allied ColDll18sion for Reparations 

Inclo~.1 

1. Letter of lovember 29 to Sir lavid lale7 
2. Letter of Revember 27 to Monsieur Jaoques Rueff 

.3. Statement of levember 20 ~ Heads of DelegationJI 


Cow to Charla. X1ndlabe;rger 

SGllrl 
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1oY••ber 29, 1945 

My dear S1J' Davida 

Your letter ot RoyeJllber 19, 1945 set torth certain mi.gi'Ying. 
entertained by the U.K. Government conoerning the U. S. proposals 
to allocate a share ot reparation to aid non-repatriable victims 
of German persecution. The present letter attempts to cl.ari~ the 
U. S. positioll with respect to the questions raised by your GoTern­
ment $nd to restate the basic el~raent8 ot the U. S._ proposal. 

. . , \ 

1. I agree that insofar as',the proposed fund rests on the 
prooeeds of German external assets ' these should be confined to suoh 
assets in neutral oountries and to the sUrplus ot German assets 
in oountries which do not reoeive reparation. 

2. !he diffioulties foreseen by the U.K. with respect to the 
deliyerieaof _oh1ner,y .tther trom existing equipment or current 
production are probab17 "'lid. !he U. S. :Delegation belieTes, how­
ever, that the share ot reparation avisagad :for the proposed tund 
would eaai~ be eO'Yered by the allocation to it 01 the non-JIlOneta17 
gold :found in Gertll8!q and of a portion of the prooeeds of German 
assets in neutral countries. 

3. I agree that the scheme should ' ooYer all non-repatr1able 
vietims of the lfads and not mere~ las. In this cormection, the 
U. S. ))elegation con8iders that the figure ot 100,000 persons men­
tioned in its memorandum of November 12, 1945 seriously under­
estimates the number of persona who would be eligible for aid under 
the scheme. 

4. While the United States sympathizes with the nn that 
Governments should not escape respon8ibility for proper compensation 
of their own nationals, it considers that the soheme should not be 
lim!ted to person. who are statele.s in the strict~ ' legal senae. 
I understand that the U.K. and U.S. Governments nOlI hold divergent 
views cono.rning the oategories ot person8 who are legally' atateless. 
Aside from this, howwer, ~ Government is concerned that persons, 
whether lega~ .tateleS8 or not, who have had to leave their coun­
tries because of conditions created b7 the lasis and whose racial 
origin or political belief. make repatriations difficult, should not 
be forced to return. In particular, my Government feels that it 
would be neither just nor humane to insist that Germans and Austrians 
who had to nee from ' their hqmes because of political or religious 
persecution should now return to li'9'e among the people who persecuted 
them so bit.ter~ and who are responsible for the murder of 80 JIIIlD1' 
of their relatiYe. or political assooiate•• 

Similar probl... mst j;n the oa.e ot displaoed person. from 
countri•• formerly oocupied by the Germans. the U.S. GoYernment 
will, of course, continue to aid the w1unt&r.1 repatriation ot 
such people. It does not, bewwer, wish to create conditions that 
would foro! the retum of person. who would face the prospect of 

J>h7aical 
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pby'aioal harm or eOOllOmio starvation in their tormer homes, particular~ 
sinoe these dangel'll der1n in large part .from popular attitudes 
enoouraged and aggravated by German aati~n and prope.ganda. 

Por these reasons, rrq Government believes the scheme should 
be broad enough to cover Q~ and AUltrian nationals now living 
outside those countries as well aa displaoed nationals o£ countries 
£ormer!yoooupied by the Germans whose return is blocked . 
,by danger of physical harm or serioUI!! economic discrimination. The 
lJ.S.Delegation is prepared to discuss the olasses ot persons de­
soribed in its earlier memorandum. with a new to defining more 
olearly the 'persons eUiible under the l!Ioheme. . 

5. The U. S. Government is not committed to the yin that 
the proposed' fund be administered by the- Inter-Governmental Committee. 
The U.K. suggestion that a Board ot Truste•• be set up under the 
Economio and Social Counoil appears to be an acceptable solution 
provided there is providon tor proper liaison between the proposed 
Board and the Inter-Governmental Committee and other agenoies with 
related tunotion.. An interim arrangement may, however, be neoessar.r 
it the UNO maohiner.y cannot begin to funotion at a Bufricient~ 
early date. I agree that the Trustees should work in Cloll. conjuno­
tion with speoialized private and public organiSations conaerned 
with refUgees and di8placed personl. 'l'h. proper agency for adminis­
tering the :t\md might be di'soussed turther by the U.K., French and 
U.S. Delegation•• 

6. I recognise that the eltablilhment ot the sohe. inYolYeIi 

a number of complioated administrative aspects which might po.s1b~ 


be referred to the representatives ot the three lelltemControU1Dc 

Powers or to IABl tor solution. It is of first importance, how."er, 

that the Paris Conterenoe ·take action with respect to the general 

principles of the scheme. !hese are few and simple, 


a. That a share of reparation of agreed size be allocated tor 

the rehabilitation and resettlement o£ non-repatriable .victims of 

Ge~ ' > 

b • . That the share 10 alloaated be satisfied out ot the non­
moneUir1 goldleised in Ge1"llllU11 and from a po~tion ot the proc..dJI 
of German external asset. in neutral cO'lDltries and of an.,. surplue ot ,; 

German ..sets in countrie. whioh · do not receive . reparation, 

c. '!'hat the claIS•• ot p8rJ1oDB.._.• ligib1e for aid under th• . 

sohemelhould include the nationalll both of Germany and ot ex-occupied 

cotmtrle. who sutfered lollS tv re:a.on ot German aot1ou.:0 require 

aid, and Who cannot be .returned to their countries,n . . a reason­

ablet~ because ot paat pe-rll8CutiOD or prospect!" physical or · 

economiodangerlJ 


d. That the share aUooat.ed tor. theae--pDr.po.S.8 be administered 

by an international agc07J 


e. 
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e. 'fhat the hb4I be used not tor the compensation ot 1DdiY1­
dual viotims but, at the d110retion ot the agen07, to f'urther the 
rehabilitation or resettlement or person. in the eligible olasses. 

I hope that it will be possible for you to join with me in a 
proposal to the Conference along these liries. 

Sincerely yours, 

James W. Angell 

Ub.1ted States Representative 


Allied Com~ssion on Reparations 


Sir David lI'alq 
tJ •K. BeparationlDel.egation 

Pari. 
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loyember 27, 1945 

My dear JIon."etir Juett', 

With reference to our prerloua disauaaiona regarding the 
topio of monetar;y gold, I ·have reoeind inatructioJUI broil rq 

.. Government which I shall ·outline to you as tollon• 

(1) !be United States Government '18 wil.l.ing to associate 
itself in a three-power approach to th. Swiss GoYernment oonoern1DC 
the Belgian gold all~ reoeiyed by SWitlierland after the 1h:dted 
Nations holal'ation ot Januar;r 5, 1943. The Department of State · 
is canvassing the procedure. that might be tollowed in this regardl 

..... 
(2) In as much as rq Government has adopted the view that 

the United lations Declaration ot Janusr;y 5, 1943 coyers German 
Post-Aullchluss acquisi1fDu iD Austria, it believes that Au.tria 
should ~cipate in the proposed pooling arrangeaet ot monetar.r 
gold tound inQe~ 

(3) ~ instruotiou are that only Italian monetary gold 
found in Germe.Jl1' should be included in the pooling arnmgemet, 
in .hioh Italy .ould participate proportionatel1 to the extent 
that ita elaia was included. Th. United States GoYernment cannot 
agree that the Italian gold 't'alued at $25,000,000 .hich was tound 
by Allied foroes in northern Italy and .hich is no. in Allied 
custod,. at Rome should be included in the pooling arranpaentJ 

(4) legarding the shares ot ·lItmgar,;y and Italy, the United 
Stat.a GovermDeD.t .ould prefer that the I\alian share be deli....rec1 
immediately and that the Hungarian ahare be held in abeyance until 
a final peace .ettlement. Ho....r, should ,the Prenoh GoTernment 
insist, the United State. would agree to._& similar arrangemeJtt 
regarding I~J . " 

(5) The UJdted State. ;Govermuu1; doell not have suffioient 
information 1;0' enablA the natve ot the Frenoh claims aga~ ltaq 
for tifteen ton. or gold to be Mq understoOd. The United State. 
Go7el'l'lJl8Dt .ould be interest.d in reoeirlng additional intormatioa 
and in oonsidering the requ..t ·ot the French Government for full 
reltltltioa againl't Xtall' on the balis of suoh intorw1t1on. The 
United State. GoYerDJMDt oannpt agree, howsyer, that satisfaction 
of this claim be made a condition precedent to partictpation ot 
Italy in the .pooling arrangeJlent regarding Italian gold tound in 
Gel"lllBD1l 

(6) The United States Government agree. that ltal7 should 
make M.1 relltoration ot gold to Albania. 

I have handed Sir David a oopy of this letter. 

Sinoerely your., 

James W. Angell, 
United State. Representatin 

Allied Commission on Reparat10na 

C'l'Oabmm 
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November 20, 1945 

NOTE ON B1JD(iE'l'ARI WAR COST .urn REPARATION 

During Jq briet abs.ce from the (lonterence lenerda,. ~er-

noon, a statement was made by I. Ruett, in his capacity as a member 

of the French Delegation, on the :relative importance which should be 

attached to budgetar,y war costs a8 a basis tor the distribution ot 

reparation. I beli.... e II. Ruett' 8 ,statement was extreme~ important. 

1: am not wholly in agreement with what I understand M. Bueft said, 

and wish to make clear the po8ition ot J'63 government. 

1. I wish to state as the poBitlon ot rq government the view, 

which was al80 expressed yesterday by Sir David "aley, that the 

allocation of the totalot :reparation should be guided by' the 

prinoiples whioh were determined at the Crimea Conterence and which 

underlay the Pot.dam Pro,tocol. In substance, those principles, .s . 

stated by Sir David, are that "reparations are to be received in the 

first in8tance by those countries which have borne the main burden 

of the war, have sutfered the heaviest 108ses and have organized 

victory oyer the _-.11. 
2. I do not wish to stress here the contribution. made by JQ" 

country to the organisation of victor;y over the enemy. They are 

tamiliar to all ot you. In order to carry its ruu part in the war, 

and to a~ victo17, Jq country subjected i tselt to tremend01l8 

tntemal economio and tinancial dislocations, mobilized a very large 

part ot it., population in the direct war effort, used up eJlOrDI)U 

reservesot naturalresouroe8 whioh would otherwise have been the 

her!tage .o,t f'uturepuamtions, and ~curred a gigantio . public debt 

which will place great burdens on our tax-payera tor decades to come. '. . 

3~ The ..item nOli' under d1'CU8sion, hddgetal7 war coat, is • .i 

; , ' \ 

rough .-but · 8imple measure ot the material, economic and financial, 

burdens assumed by the Un!ted States to wage the war and to ce:i:'z7 it 

to victo1'7. In a number ot other countries, notably Great Britai1l 
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and most ot the Britilh Bmpira countrie., budget&r7' war cOat i. like- . 

wise a very important direct meaaure ot e conomio war burden. ad 

4. I u kaen17 aware 'of the disastrous and tragic ettects o~ 

the war on occupied. cC)~e.. IIr government is prepared to consider 

seriously, in the distribution or reparat~on, the reconstruction 
,~, 

naQds ot such countrie.. Moreover, it 1. clear that the direct 

damage aDd other 10••81 suffered by all countries should be given . 

f'ull .eight. 11Q.ah, however, to ~tirJI the general vi.. or IV . 

governmmt, that the distribution ~r reparation should be govemeet 

in the tir.t in.tance by the prinoiples a.tabU.bed at the Crimea .. 

Conference. On these principles, it is clearly illpo.8ible eitherto 
"­

ignore budget&17war costa or to attach seoondary importance to tli... 

To the extent that II. Ruett intended to convey this last View, I 

must respect~ 8Xp1"818 rq d1aagreement with him. 
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Berll~, January 30, 1948 

No. 139 

POLl ,,, l:l ".:.,'i.'1 ':PT ,TI'l ell': CIJ~L, ~0 
RCtcd, .FOL LOO'l'?}) f}()LL' 
J.b. 11 

AQTI'.N 
OFD 

T.,16 Un ,H',eli .:, t,8 r.<'"s -'--' GL; ti\Jal A.dv~.s e r for (rAr' ::Jar.y 
INFO has ti:~e honor tv sabrrlit :le::re'<1.1th fel' tbe Dep~;t'tr!tent'sO® 

l~for~atlon corles of lett~r8 recently excb~~e€1F. bet"\;;een Ma.,:'. G·en ••T. FN~':';l D, Ghief of the ic'lishMllltary
FIt ilf.l.ss1cn lnl?erlio, and :1eneral Clay on the ": ~lb56Ct of
DCR restitllt1o!.1 of pold and vld.luables loote-" in exterm:JDationBUR camps in Foland.AS 

Generul rrawin wr!tes t~at the rol i sh ~eetit~tionAru-fY 
1ll is sl 'ot, aubral t ted a 01p-l m :'i.'01" theser.sood B 1;) July 1947,NAVY supporting this cIai':.'. wi tn3vi':'lencB t~Rt the G"-~rmanseIA 
had systematically loctei camp prisopers ond corpses. 
The claim, however I W'::;; 1'" turned ·wi th P. 8tH tement i'rom&0-0 the FOT'eign Exchen.;re )je;)O~i i tory, . Fr'n ( '~f'llrt, tba t the 
looted valua bles -q;e;:t'o not to t 'f' ,four.d i1" ttle v8.t<.lt.s of 
the r-~ei(}hsba:,k j"rankU1,."t. Gener::.l I'r"3.wln [:C'J3 on to 
say tbat it :'!c'!1 ne pl'oven th tit ,gold looted from 001l'1VO::S 

in Poland W!;IS fllaco(t in the ;;erl';'r.; 1\ 81 ('. : lsban~~~ later 
loea ted by U. ' ~ . troops, and Jepos i t0d in the lle1 chsbank 
at ¥r);lnkfurt. He A3ti'ilai:.es tile t.ot.')1 Ii.!-",onnt of looted 
2;old 9.t uver 100 ton3, Hn,1 feEls t;L~ : t the Foreign 
'Excbange Dq)ository sto.te~ ')ent 1r,Llst [H1Ve rsslllted froj,l 
a mlsllnder::t !::- r.:iing. 

!J',meral Clay' 8 re :-: ly st8,tes thnt 30 lli"1,::'ocessed 
deliveries of non-monetary ,rpld Items from Foll~h co~­
centrat1.on CB. llpS ( wu '.cb wore n.J.lad wit~l c i t121cDe of 
a h:lOst every l!; ''.!'ope,'1!'J coun'til"'" ) >/:~lr'8 turned. over to the 
In te r',jil t 1on8 1 :~eful?;ee Or::;'::l ~ ~ l Z!,;l t i 0;;; "ur~,nan t to i\rt 5, c Ie 
3 A of tb8 Fine. 1 Ast c f t ·'18 1 ki'l c:~ l"';onf'3 rr3n ce on He n ­

arat1oD3 of Decel!;;bor 21, 1945. Get1<Jr,ql C18Y poir~ts 
out that the ::j;jd\ agreed gt; l'ct::vlr.m to s8ttle Pol~" gh 
repal'Htlop claims from its OW}1 s.hare of reparatioLs afld 
at the same time ws'ived clah~s to gold captJ.X'ed by 
Allted ~roops in (fflrmany. 

3eneI's 1 Clay a1mi ts th~t some of the go Id J ':Joth 
monstery and non-monetary, may have been looted froQ 
Polish nationals, b\..l.t says th9-t the :lnpossitility of 

det'~rmining 
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detormlning original ownership plus the provisions of the 
Final Act of Psrls woulcl preclude settlement cf PoLmd' s 
restitution claims. 

Enelos ' 1-1"es: 

1. 	 Letter from General Clay 

to General PrRwin, dnted 

27 ,Tan-,l8 ry l'J45J 


.j 

2. 	 Lett$!' fro!::! G·en~ra If:'rFiwln 

to General Clay, d~ted 


DeCe!'llDer 20, 1947. 


, 
In orl~ln31 ond oz t lld 
to t >"i(l Def;;n·t ',"lerlt. 

Copy for 	GE - I "r' . ':'..-82[,": 
." - II. r. I .~<-: :rti :1 

J'I h O;~f} r s I drn 
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Berlin, December 29, 1947 

Gen. L. D. Clay, 

Military Governor for Germany, U.S. 

Commander-in-Chlef of! the EUrO['6erJ Command U. :., . I, rmy, 

B E R LIN 

By claim No. 1037/47 dated 31st July 1947, Polish 
Mission for Restitution to Po13nd attached to the Office 
of Military Government for Germany (U.S.) Roer Echelon, 
Economlc3 D1vision, Restitution Control Branch, claimed 
the return of Gold and valuables looted 1n extermination 
camps 1n Poland under Bpeclt1l plans org&nize~ by the 
Germans and, 1n p~rticulQr, submitting material con­
cerning one of these plans, the so J1B!l1ed. "Roinhard plan". 
Tbis material contains the criglnal report of S. S. 
gelleral Globoonik, Chief of FolicElDlstrict Lublin, 
covering the results til chieved under the p1a..n on the 
terr1tory of the Vo1evodshlp of Lublin. 

Restitut10n Control Erapch acceptej the claim, but 
on the 11th September 1947 transmitted to the rollsh 
Reat1 tuti on Mlssion the ~tQtement of the Foreign F.x~bange 
Depository, Relchsbank·rrankfurt, that the Frankfurt 
vaults contain none of these valuables which were the 
subject of claims lodged by Polish Missten for Rosti ­
tution to 'Foland on oshalf of the Poliah GoveT11.ment. 

It is a fact known a.nd suppo '.r-ted by documentst1on 
that gold and valuables looted f .rom Felish citizens 1n 
extermination catnpo were transferr-Rd to the Re 1chsbank, 
Berlin, "hi le on the otlle r han:} th~re 1s evidence that 
at time of the offensive from the East the tDt~l stock 
of ;01d. and voluatles fro};, the H~ichsbank vaults in 
Berlin WGS evacuated to t he We~t suhsquently located 
b~ the American troops ;n the u.!. occupation Zone and 
dep csl ted in tho Re1chsbank vault c~ in '· Frs:! kfurt • . The se 
stocks are now being inventoried. It ls,therefore, 
beyond doubt that gold and valuables orIginating from 
the Reinhard plan and other similar plans are. now 1n 
those vaults, although no lV6ntory of them has :psrhaps 
up to this ti:!'l9 besD !"lade. 
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It. 13 generull.y known that in concentration ca~8 
not only prisoners were subjected by the Ge':'\1U'I~lS to the 
extraction of gold teeth, but even the dead. Moreover, 
1 t has been proved by documents In the Nuernberg trial 
that German loot orgar.izatlons were instructed to melt 
the spoiled gold 1nto bars prior, to deliver1ng it to 
the, Relch~bank. It is also a fact thBt ~old ba~8 lying 
1n the l1ej(~b3bank VD ,.1lt3 in F'renkfurt ori~1.nat~ for 
the !nost part from loot i~ exter!:r..il}atlon cam:)s 00 

Po11shter~ltory. 

In tbeas camps 4.900.000 Polish citizens have found 
their death. Tak1ng rou;hly that each individual 
pO~3e;3sed at lest 25 ~ram Cold 1n c01ns, eMina, watches, 
trimmings or teeth, t:'.e llmount oi' golr1 obt811E:'1 frOtE 
them and sent in 2. ffi(~ltod form to the Reichaba-nk wO'll,~l 
highly exceed 100 tons. This gold bavlPS been brought 
from Poland by i'orce ~,n:i deposl ted in (l. (' l~ 9 r-ly def i ned 
place 1~ a re3tltut1unablecbject, since the chareotcr 
of restltutioDai:illty ~c: uld not bsv-::: b·c;en ~hflnf':ed 
through the frict thst the shape cf goli has bonn chAnged 
through ~Bltin3. Which ~art of ~old [cund in the 
Reicl'ls :JH:",k tre&suLJT j.eriv:;s froQ'l this ~curce caD 1~ e 
easjly a;;lcertained either frOm R!·~ ch~bank &~cou: -,ts 
or from evider:ce cf the /:-H'eviocLs manD ~~3'r~ of the !~ej ch­
sbank. . 

In view of these facts the nnswer ~f the F~r~i;n 
Exch8~SC Dcpositcry tra~~mitt~d by the KBstlt~t1on Centrol 
Br6.nch 't'If,uld be ~Orl'Gct if there were no [~cld in 
Frankfurt orlg1~~ting f~o~ the ~8ichstank tr0&Sury. 
Howev~r, juric~ the V13~t of repr~sentatives of Polish 
Mission fo~ Rautltuticn to Poland on 3rd April 1947 in 
the Frar~kl'u.rt veults t bey W3re Btlfl to identify the 
availability of A n~reter ot ,cases co~t81n1ng r~n!s, 
watches &nd gold. 

I :::'~ ol, ttler~ lCT'(; , t :; Bt th'3 :':i rI3'.<{~r of Fc:rdL::n 
Excha;-.;:::c DeDos 1 t ory \~ an rs· s '..1.1 t em 1y r ro:n e ~l::;un:l. c"r­
atsnd1.r:c. I 131so fonl t0~'t t O~'O ts har11y Bny oth~r 
restltutlonable object je~ervln3 more cureful han~11ng 
than goods ro'~ted by tile u·c-rlnvn;; fr.c!~! tbe ',lct1 '113 of' 
ext~rmln9tion cs~ps. Th IS in spIte of being a tynlcel 
routlne matt~r ofR D .9( TI, th:LS c~ae cf r''''Z35ning ?~old 
and valual~les leot ' ct In l' oland acquires n purtlcul.9r 
importan~o also from the morsl angle. As I un1erstr~d 
that there arEl some m1s'1':r19rsts.::dl:-,.gs b~~t'iieen the 
restttlltior Control Bran~h and the For91gn 'l<'.xchH71:<.;e 
Depository D)rtalnin3 : ~ct~ w~ioh ~Bn be easlly 8scer­
tair:ed, ~I have the honol1.T' to reqaeat :T0u that the 
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factual .31 tuatlon of Polish rest1.tut1onable gold and 
valuables oontained in the Relcbsbank vaults 1n 
Frankfurt be cleared ond these valua :les looted in 
poland be restituted to my country. 

rOLL-;!-1 MILlTAi-(Y MI,;;· nOH 
GHIF.F 

. I 

(rRA11Ih J., raJ. Gen.) 
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Berlin, Germany 
27 J8r111ary 1948 

My d ear General Prawin: 

I refer to your letter of 20 Deoember 1947 - " 
referenoe No. Pro 792/398/47 - conoerning restitution 
of gold and val!..lsbles removed from oonoentration oamps 
in Poland, and to my interim reply of 30 December 1947. 

A further ioveatlgstlon of the matter shows that 8 
manor part of the holdings of the Relchsbank 10 Berlin 
had been evaouated to the MerkerB mines where these 
holdlngl:l were found by the U. S. Forees and later trans­
ferred to the Foreign Exehange De-po~ltory in Frankfurt. 
They have all been inven,toried but 1 t has been impossible 
to identify sny·of them ds having come fPom foland, 
exoept that 30 '.loprocesst!td deliveries of non-monetar] 
gold It4ms, such as are ~eucrlbad in the Globoonik 
report (attached to the Polish restitution olaim in 
que:;$tion) were traced back to concentration camps situated 
in Polish territory_ FTo"ever, it was ascertained that 
these dellveries bad CODe to tho Relchsbaok long after 
these Reinhardt dellve'ries a.nd at a time when lnmatea or 
thes8 camps coosi.sted.. of the nationals of pract1cally 
every country in Burore. Thetls 30 lot!:. were turned over 
to the International Hefugee Organization pursuant to . 
Article 8 A of theflnml hot of the Paris Conferenoe ot 
21 Dece~ber' 1945 which ' provid~s that "8 ahare 01' reparet1Ql 
consisting of all tbe non-monetary gold found by the 
Allied Armed Fort;es in Germany ••••• shall be 
allocated for the rehllollitatlop and resettlement of nOD­
repatrlablc vlot1 tnS 01' Germa.n Act! Dnn. You will r6~11 
that under the Pot~datll ,agreement of 2 August 1945 tho 
USSR undertook to settle thB reparation olaims or Poland 
from its own share of r :.o~ paratlons. waiv1ng at the same 
time all cla1.ms to g'old captured by Alllot1 troops in 
Germany. 

As fBI' as amy monetary gold held by the Foreign Ex-" 
Change Depos1 tory "i3 concer-oed, Poland, a lthough not an 
or1ginal signatoIry" to the ~"'1nal Act of PariS, wga Bub­
mi,t ted to tbe Tripsr-tl te Gold COmG1iS3 ion in BrUSS6 Is. 

It may very well be thut p~rt of th~ Relehsbsnk's 
monetary sold W IS obtained fl'orn melting down of Poliah 
concentrotlonoamp and other loot, such as might have 
been aoquired in clost;tqueno., of the "Aotion Reinhardt"; 
anj together with gold from other souroes might have gooe 
into the gold balr:3 or been a.dded to the rOdeI'Ve of gold

I 
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held by the Reichsbank. However, we ard faced w1 th 
the Impos81bll1tl of identifying the sou.rce ot the 
individual 1tmEts involved or even of computing on ' a 
peroentage basis the participation of the various 
countr1es of orIgin involved. This fact as well 8S the 
exist~mce of the gold pool under the :(1'10&.1 Act of 

Paris would bar any restItution claims. 

I hClr>e that my above explanations will hlep to 
clar1fy the situation which you were kind enough to bring 
to my attention 1n your latter under d3scussion. 

Sincerely, 

L:j(:rOU3 D. CLAY 
Gen~ral, U.3.ARmy 
MIlitary Governor 

M~jor General Dr. J. Prawin 
Chlof of' the Polish Mil1aary Mi~B1on 
42 ~chlueter8tras~;e 
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EXPLANATORY IrOTE 

General r epor t 

Poland wss the. i'irs·t vic·tim of' Ger~D.an. aggression and her 

territory r~m8ined under occupation for the longest tim~ of all other 

oc:cupied' countries:. Of' all f:'ighting nations' Poland suffered, the'; big­

gers'b losses in proporition to her- territory,. to the number of inhabi­

tants and to the nationsl ·wealth. Apart· from. dierstrosed cities with 

W~lrsaw' heading the list;. apart from thousand:s of' burned villages" de­

vasta ted industry and trai.lsportation Poland lost- also a great. part; of 

her population.. 

Polan~'s loss in gol~ is proportionate to the losses suffered 

in all other fieldJs. 

The Polish -population was robb ed of gold, spec:ifically of 

geld' coins and of gold products .. 

The· ruthless' methoo s of' opprc'ssion, 8}1:plied by the Germans 

j.lJ.. Poland, the: ext erm.inat.i0n of Ll ';' .Jedi.s'J. I () ~ '-'t1 6 t .iO";l, the unhear.:I- of 

looting of the; Polish national we81th make it cIifficul·t to present 

B detailed account of the gol~ losses. Different was the situation 

in: this respect in other, espec'ial1y 1,IIJestern ElJIOpeEnl countries, where:' 

Germanv did- not aim at s biologic8.l extermination and where the:
" " 

oppre'ssion, although severe, vms n.ot as ruthle:s;s as in:. Poland. 

~cwo me::t.hods: were applied by Gerrnan:y in robbing Polana of' her 

gold:. The' first con8ist~d oT' forced purchase' of' gold, contributions 

and coni'iscations. The Bee (: nd~rnlSthcd; 'vms organised: robber~y' and! 100­

ting on an lJ.nheard-oi"' scale: connected with mass ml,J.rders. 

Th~' forced purchase of gold was undertaken. by the Reichskre­

di tke.ssen immediatel;y after they nad est·ablished their branch offi­

e es in Poland. On Sept e:llter 14,1939 the chief of' the Cj,vilian Ad'mini­

stretion at the office of' the Military Commandant in Poznan ordered 

all Poles' and. .Jews to deposit with t.he banks, wi thin ten da;ys~ all 

2 0 8 ti 9 r~ . 
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cash exceed.ing the · amount neces s ary for one week and also all 

gold, 	foreign ex.phange and foreign cnrrency. 

On OCttober 7 a general decree ord.ered under heavy penal ties 

the whole popu18tion of Po18ndl to deposit gOld_ and; foreign. cur­

rencies with the Reichskreditkassen before October 31.1939 • 

Finally, on ~ovember 15, 1939 the chief of" the foreign ex:change 

a.ivisio ~l at the office of the Governor General decreed the confis­

cation of gold cains, molten and pure golCf. At the same time the 

Germans began to open forcibly all safes in be.nks ar....d loan ins'l;~L ­

tutes-. The Polish Governmen t is in possession of" a cir'cular let ­

ter of' the head office of the Reichskr~di tkassen: dlescribing this 

action in Warsaw in October 193 9. A special Commando was in charge 

(D~visenschutnkoU1fa.ando). When the owner could' not be located t.he 

sEl.fe vilas opened for"cibly and! its content registered.• The contents 

of the safe and· the lists were turned over to the Reichskredit ­

kassen. Until the end of October 1939 660 lists containing 2~OOO 

items were made. To quote the: above mentioned] circular, letter: 

liThe: work goes On slowlY', often entranc es to the vaul ts must 

first ' be cleared. Ovmers: cannot be located, they either perished 

or fled. No more then. 1/4 of all safes w'ere: opened until now'. 

The Com,aando will probably be ready with the job in. 3 to 4 montJ:1_s. 

It is difficult to estimat e what the safes: will yield. On the ba­

sis of present results we hope t() get around 1 million. marks in 

gold and fOreign currencie~\I. 

In this way safes' were opened in all banks. There ex:i.st 

fragmentarJ proves concerning fe1F' cases to show wh<3t was taken 

out of' the safes. The governing officers of' the Pocztowa Kasa 

OS'l,cz~dnosci (l'ostel Savings Bank) found after their return to li ­
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berated Warsaw in 1945 in the ruins of the bank building parts of 
r ' 

the recjipts prepAred by the above menti.oned Commanco. Beir~ a 

DC'.rt onlvi.t n ,~verthle8s consists of 14 files with tens of lists'- "" 

i,1. every file. They' show, that in bars and coins' the value of over 

272 kg of' pure gala W8S loot eel as well as 8,3 of platinum. The 

j elivels and' foreign currencies taken O;Jt of" the sBfes represent a 

value exceeding many tim.es the value~ of the above given. figure of 

gold. The contents o~ safes in the branch offices of the Postal 

Savings Brmk in Lodz, Poz:1.an ~llld Krakow were lliso confiscated. 

On the basis of claims reg istered by the customers-; of:' the Postal 

Savings Bank the losses in thRt bank alone amount- to tens of mil­

lions of zlotys. 

Out of the safes of the Bank Cukrovmictwa and the B8nk 

Z1.'Vi qzku Spol~k Zarobk01.vych in Pczmm ever 10 kg of gold' were taken 

as w(!ll as a. large <iuentity of je'.'V"els. 

Other banks do not possess even those fragrnentar;y data. 

The registration of losses with the Ministry of Finance made by 

banks for t.heir cu stomern in cases -'Nhere they know of the contents 

of the confiscated safes- . shows 8 loss of 33 million zloty (almost 

5.500 kg of pur,., gold').' The amount of looted gold! must have been 

speciall:, large in banks which dealt with Vlleal thy Jewish custo­

m.ers. 
Polish citizens abro8d we're also affect.ed by the cnnfisca­

tion of gold' especially in France;, Belgium and N.etherlands. To 

give .iust one ~xmnple: out of~' the sefe of a Polish citizen, Mrs A. W. 

Nr 1308 in the Rot-terdamsche> Bankvereinigung N. _A. in Amsterdam 

the Germans cnnfiscated in 1 942 gold i1:1 form of bars and cOins, 

representing the value of 46 000 zloty - the eqlJivalent of almost 

70 kg of pure gold. This gold was turned- over to the Reichsbc:mk: 

in Berlin. This was not an isola.ted case. 
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The compulsory purchase of gold and foreign exchange frorJ. 

Pob:sh citizens was completed by October or l'J."ovember 1935j
• Gold; 

and- foreign exchange found aft~r that de te were confiscated. 

Part of t.hos~ goods passed through the Reichskredi tkass en 

and 1st er through the br8nch offic es of tb e Re ichsbank which 'Nere 

established in place of th e Reichskreditkassen in th~ incorporated 

territories. Beginning with April 8,1940 on the territory of the 

so-called General-Gouvernement the gold passed t:hrough the Bank 


Emisyjny ~-vhich took over the functions of the Reichskreditkassen. 


The gr est er psrt of the seized goldl hovfever went into Germany through 


other channels or stuck to the pockets of the Gestapo, the gendarme- . 


rie or the employees of the administration. 

The Government of Poland has in its :possession part of 

d~tailed~ and authentic documents concer:1.ing bought up and confisca­

ted gold which WAS taken over by the Reicj.-' c:;bank from the Reichskre­

ditkassE."u and the br8nch offices of the Bank E~isyjny. 

In partic1llar, the Polish Government is in possession of an original 

report. of the head office (HauptvenvE'lltung) of the Reichskredi tkassel1. 

of November 20, 1939 giving the results: of the compulsory purchase 

of gold and. foreign exchange as per end of October 1939. Original 

documents for- vahlables taken over by the Reichskreditkassen and the 

bra~ch offices of the Ban k: Emisyjn:v as well as a great number of 

receipts of the TIeichsbank for gold- sent to that Bank by the above: 

mentioned) instihttes were 81so found. Those , document·s sbow what gold., 

coins and foreign currencies: an d where they were b01.:tght. 

The efore mentioned evidence concer}1.S a fraction of Poland's 

losses' in go1.<T only. Tbe Polish Government has no a,ata as to gold 

taken over by the branch ' offices of the Reichsbank after November 

1,1939 in the western territories of Poland incorporated dmto the 

08099 
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Reich. 

In this connection it has to-be stressed that the western 

territories were the wealthiest in Poland and their population 

having a high stand.ard. of living had accordingly more gold in 

cains' and products than the population of other parts of Polend. 

The loot in gold taken fran the Polish population there must 

also have been greater; 

Some books and CBsh recei~ts of the branch offices of the 

Reichsbank cop.cerni~g the turn-over in gol$ and foreign exvhange 

were found at the end of 1946 when papers ·left by the Germans in 

Poznan were ex·aminedl .• Tho,se papers, incomplete as they are, show 

that in that district alone One branch office of the Reichsbank 

tas acquired by compulsory purchase gol~ amounting to over 260 

kg of pure gold. This happened. in but one branch off:Lce of which 

the Reichsbank had over ten in the incorporated-territories. 

The con.fiscation of gold began in the western territories 

in lY40 in connection with the mass deportation of the Polish 

population into the General Gouvernelllent and. later to forced la­

bor into Germany. People subj ect to deportatiorL were given 20 or 

sometimes' even 10 minutes only to leave their houses. All depor­

tees were searched for- r.aone~7, .j e'Nels and. ot.her valuables whic~l 

wer~ taken: away from them against receipts vlI' i tten on :plain 'PRper 

not bearing ar..y Official letterhead. They were supposed to get 

the eqlJiVRlent in zloty after their arrival in the General Gouver­

nement but never received anything. 

The Catholic Church in the western territories: of Poland! 
-

was sub,j ect to part icularly heavy repressiongi'. The G~rroans cloSE:d 

during the war 345 of' 361 parochial churches of the Archdioc'ese 

of' Poznan. Th~' chm'ches were looted of ~verything. During the' 
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Greiser process before the Supreme TribunRI in Poznan Rev. Nowacki 

testified as exp~rt as follows: "I knew from vvi ttnesses " 'ho vvere 

prese"Llt that the GerillRns looted ' the buildings', of the former consistory 

of monstrances, vessels, gold! receJ)tacles, loaded them on trucks And 

took them .ey. All masterpieces of art- ;'vere tflken fro;n the cathe­

dral of Poznen among oti.i.ers the priceless 5 bron:~e doorp18t.es of the, 

end of XV and the begi11l1ing of' the XVI century. The: cathedral trea­

sur~, transfered in part to th~ province of Lublin before the out­

break of the vvar, was transported by the Germans to Berlin" 

On November 17,1939 th~ German mayor of the city of Warsaw 

ordered the c Lnfisc';;'ii i ..i!.:' of all vahlables owned by the Polish c:iti ­

,<~ens- of Jewishoriginr The officialsej,zl)re was accompanied by 

loot ing of' j ew:elry watches done by the Germans in Jewish a,pJ.artmt:nts. 

This action has grown in scale and was carried out not only in Warsaw 

but also in all <rities and towns of' the General Gouvernment. 

The most ruthless looting was carried out in concent.ration 

c~nu:ps. The Chief Commission for the Examination of German, Crimes', 

constituted on November 10, 1945 and working through regularly appoin­

ted jll.ldges: has established that there were in Polar.!.dL 4 concentration 

camps, 4 death camps and 435 labor camps.'The concentration camps had 

many branchca~QPs Qf 'Nhich for example O.swiE2cim had' 44 and Setulowo . 
over 30. A gr~at nUillb~r of Polish citizens have been also in camps 

in GermanJi. Acc'ording to the date: compiled) by Polish authorities 

6.028.000 persons: of Polish and Jewish, origin perish~d during the 


()cc'Upation. As there were 270000.000 Polish citizens of Polish and 


J'~Ni8h origin at the outbreak ' of' the war) the; above mentioned figur~ 


amounts to 22,2fo of the total population. 


Almost 5.000.000 Polish citizens (exactly 4.863.000) perished in 


conc- entrat;oYl, _ of "'hl' ch 3 • 200 . 000 ()f u,r ems. h .. 
... .1.-1 cem'_os' ,. ' were, ' or~gJ.n. 
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The camps V'lere not only places of' tortures add death blAt 

at the same: time 811. instrument of' organis~d looting on 8 mass scale • . 
The- prisoners were thoroughly searched for' anything valuable they 

may have had immediately aft·er their prrival. All money and valu­

ables were taken and sent away. It has been establishe& that of 

the victims! who were gassed in 08i"li~ciIll, and: theyw~re over 4 mil­

lion, artificial teeth, cro~vns and so on made of gold- were extrac­

ted. After the flight of the Germans 2904 raports of the superviser 

of' the crematorium: were found.' among other papers. They show: that 

in one day alone 16.325 gol~ and platinum teeth were extracted of 

2904 victims~. 40 prisoners were employed daily at this work. At some 

t iilles 12 kg .of go.'.d were gained weekly from welting artif ic lal 

teeth. Thr.; SS Untersturmfuercr Bergman employed at the camp in 

Oswi~cim said! in the presence of One of the wittnesses of' the above 

mentio-.1.ed Commission t"hRt valuFlbles taken from the Jewish inmates 

of 08wi~cim amounted to 1 billiOn marks but that actually this 

was an understatement. 

Rudolf Eoess testified before the SlJpreme N8.tional Tri~ 

bl_mal in Warsaw in M:8rch 1947 that the gold taken from llll.:lrdered 

victims' in OswiQcim WP,S conv~Tted. into bars of' the siz.~. of a brick. 

"We have sent 2 to 4 such bars to the Chief- Sanitary Authori t J of 

the Reich every month" 

Valuables were regis-t:ered by t·he so-called "Operation 

Reinhardt!! ar..d transfered to the Reichsbank. According to Hoess 

their value was enormous'. Dur ing one. particular month. 5 tons of 

jewelry w~re collected in the camp. 

~ Siihila~ Dl('thods were applied in other camps.. It has 

been. established' through court inQuiries that 350.000 persons mostly 

Poliflh Jews from. the so-called "Warthegau ll (Polish western territo­

ries) perished in the Chelm death camp • . A sp'ecial unit collected 
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money, rings Rnd gold te~th from the dead victims. Ir:. the court 

files thetr"e is a document dated September 9, 1944 showing thRt 

011 th8t day above 550 pocket watches and 115 wrist watches were 

collected by the special unit. 

800.000 persons were killed in the death cemp of Treblinka 

according to a sirl1ilar court inQuiry • TQere the unit in chArge 

of collecting vAluables consisted of Jewish inmates· and was cal­

led' I1Gold ,1ews ll • Every week or every other week one or two trl'.cks 

loaded with gold, money and other v81uables were leo/aving the 

camp. 

In the camp of Belzec 600.000 personfil were ga:ssed. All 

valuables were t8ken from the "'iictims i:nme-iiat ely after '· their 

arrival i:::1 camp_ A German Government official visited the ca:np 

periodically taking with him .all valuables: in a specIilal box:: after 

each visit·. 

It has been established auring the court action against 

. Amon Goeth , the commlUldant of the Plaszow camp that similar iUe­

thocl.s were elso used there with tl1e differel1c e that Goeth appro­

piiatea for himself· the most valuable part of the loot amounti ·ug 

to many millions of zloty. 

In the first provisional c8.1culatibn. the Polish authorities 

have already established that at least 4.900.000 persons perished 

in death camps, concentration and penal camps . as well as during the 

exterminHtion of' the ghettos, in consequence of' the so-called 

};l8cification of the Lublin and Zamosc 8reas, execution of hos­

tages and ·so on. This iig1rre, 'rvill certainly be higher when de ... 

fini te reslJl ts of inQlliries' are kno'{m. Of the ~.999_000 persons 
-

1.700.000 were members of Christian churches. University profes­

sors, teachers of high schools· and lower schools, phYSicians, 


lawyer s,. technicians, bank executives, priests ~ . estate oVvners, 
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state officials and executives of private enter~~ises formed 

the majority of t h e latter figul'e. If only half of t.hem had with 

them gold in form of \".,redding or oth er rings', watches, chai j,1s, 

cigarette cases and the like, B.nd if' the value of gold amounted 

to. 25 gr .. per person only (the amount of gold i.n an average 

gold 'watch) - it results in 20.000 kg of ' gold tak.en by Ge'rmans 

from this group of victims. 

The biggest loot Was taken from the ghettos 8nd the 


death camp where the Je1,'J's were extermi:1eted .. 


In 193 9 th~re was a Jel,,,ish pO.Qulation in Poland of nx 

3.500.000. Of this number not more than 50.000 survived in Po­

land, another p8rt fled abroad. in Sept.ember 1939 or moved to 


U.S.S.R. where also anot,her group came in 1941 flying before the 

advclYlcing German front.. All in all, around' 300.000 Polish Je'Ns 

survived the '.'far. Therefore 3 .. 200.000 of them perished .. The ex:ter­

ruination Of' the Jevdsh l?op1l1at . ~ on. was started by the Germans 

. 	 right frolll the first deys of the occupation. Corrfiscation of the 

wealth, looting, imposing of contributions were the different 

method.s applied .. Beginning with 1941 the Jevvs were trensported 

from the ghet.tos to the d~ath camps. In 1944 on.ly one ghetto 

Tem8 ined namely in too z and. t.his Vfas also liquidated in August 

of that year. 

The amo:.ll:1.t of gold and j evvelry taken from the Jews must 

have been very large. It has to be borne in mind that the Jews 

in Poland Y"ere hardworking people and that they.. used to 01·?ke 

theiJ! inve#,.stments mostly in gold] and jewelry. Vfuen they were 

sent t6 the death caups they took with them all their gol~ and 

jewelry, still in their possession with the hope that it may 
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facili tate their esce.p~ or help t,o survive. On the basis of a 

conservative estimate that the 3.200.000 Jews killed o.l.ITing the 

war in Poland formed' 800.000 families of 4 persons eacn and that 

every f2i1lily had 100 gr. of gold, only - the Tl.inimum amount of' 

gnld gained by the Ger:nans from this source is 80~000 kg. 

The WEirsaw uprising gave the Germans annther apportunity 

for- robbery on a large scale. Gold and other valuables were taken 

not only from houses but also from the population driven out of 

the city. The SS Brigade Dirlenwanger and the SS Br:'!.gade: Kamin­

ski were the must ruthless in this resp'ect. General vou dem 

Bach, who was in charge o:f the German army fighting agaii'lst 

Warsaw testified before the Polish Public Procurator Jerzy Sa'<vicki 

in Nurnberg on January 26, 1~;:46 that he saw himself" lla car loaded' 

to capacity with looted valuables, gold, watches, di~mondsn robbed 

'by- Kaminski. K.aminsk'i had - according to von dem Bach - 11 suit ­

cases full of silver, gold' and diamo~d.sll • 

.All the above descrj.bed cases of' forced buying Ul? of 

gold and foreign exch811..ge con:fiscations and robberies are facts. 

which were I.\Qnctioned by German laws, decrees and orders and 

l'1!hich are bOrne out by d,ocuments and wi ttnesses. They prove 

robbery executed on 8ll unheard-of sCBle. In pRrticular, the hun­

dreds of death Bnd concentration camps in Poland were not only 

places of mass ext ermination of the Polish population. They were 

also used as an inetrumet of tb e Heich to gain money for wt'.lging 

war and a S01lrC e of" enrichment for Gerwan dignitaries., 

~obbery' ';vas org8Y'tis~d in M'\ iden'tical way in all camps. 

It Nas not an improvisat ion neither 'vas it an idea conceived by 

the individual csmp COf[lJ18n.o snts but (3 system thought out by the 

central 611tbOriti~s in Berlin And- orclered fer execution in.. all 

2 0 870~ 
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the camps;. According to the above mentioned testimonies of' 

Ifoess, concernL1g th e Oswi~c im camp find of ' Amon Goeth, c ol1Lcerning 

the Pl~'8? oW camp the value of goldl and jewelry taken in those 

t w 0 camps alone 8IDount to severE'll million: ~loty. 

In view of the particular method's used by the Germans 

it is d,iff'icult to regist'3r an exactly a,efined account of' 

los f;!es in gold .. The Germa.ns -:lid: not issuer any rec'eipts to the 

victims and: the lUllrd ered and dead cannot prest:"nt their claims. 

Besides, the Ger .nane tried to wipe O"lt all marks of their crimes 

when they had) to retreat before the advancing Soviet flrmies. 

Th f,~y dynamited and. set ,ifire bi.lildings, destroyed a OC u;uents or 

transfered them to oth~r p.laces. Peol;lle 'Jvorking in spec:ial COill ­

raandos V'lho knew too much were killed. In view of the above 

Pohmd can only bas~ her claims to the German gold! on documents 

of the Reichsbank, concerning the compulsory purchase of gold) 

and fllrther on statellents of' Polish citizens as to the amount 

of ' their losses' as well as 0 :i:1 estimates of the robbery conlw.itted 

in POland. These data, although not complete, showl that Polish 

losses in gold are very large .. 

In lS'45 a registration ofNar losses: suffereQ. by 

individuals h88 been ordered. throughout Poland.. It consisted 

of C\~ declara.tion recorded on a standard. form on which under 

the heading: III 2a every citizen had the opportunity to regis­

ter his losses in gold and other valuables. The g e,::7.D.:i. ;3 s83s 

of a declaration l,!Ve.S Rttested 1!::e as to its content by two 

witnesses and as to the form by a governrnent official super­
es 

vising the registration. The 'Ni tness had to give their residen( 

On the first side of' the form .. The purpose of the fo:c ,ual super­

vision vITas to exclude any overvaluation of the losses. 

http:Germa.ns
mailto:A}..)@,)~o\o


DECLASSIFIED RG Sf 
.. AuLlC,ri:Y /lIIIP9681ffi EntryLvt b~DIIS 
.~ sf -:J4.I:~f:..RA Oct~' File :r -A}-.)~) ~&lI\"~~ Do."I~ 

__ ...... -4 _ .... 
I Box ~.~ 

~ 12 ­

The-.s.e declarations are being entrlJsted for safe keeping 

to the country and city aut·hori ties' and well recorded. 

They number almost 1 1/2 million. 

A special Go~vern;nent agency has tharo1lghl'y examined all 

these declarations as to the losses in gold and, other valuables. 

Of 1 1/2 million 1:,4.500 persons· are claiming losses resulting 

from looting or c()ni'·iscation of galdl or other valuables. It 

hap been possible to establish not only the totEd value of 

the item l1 gold 3i1.d vsluables" but elso to differe~tiate bet­

ween the various sortE; of valuatrles. 

The total v9l'J.l! of gold coins a'ld gold. bars is equiva­

lent to 4.S75 kg of pure gold. 

The v8luabl cs (r il1~s, chBins, w8tches, "vrist bands, Ii 

i"Qedallions etc.) lost by ind.ividu81s amount to 326.051.645 zlo­

ty according to the declarations. It is only fair to accept 

that the value of gold amounts to 501 of this sum and the 

other valuables like pre~ious stones constitute another 50~. 

It is known that the Germ8r.. 8.11thori ties converted gold pro­

ducts of minor artistic; vable into gold bars - as it. is clearly 

demo~8trated by the orders of the German central authorities 

. trensmitt-ed' to -the co:ncentrs,tion cern},) in 08wi~cim and Oranien­

burg. The same orders, now in possession of the Polish Govern­

ment bear also t ,estimony to the fact that valuables were given 

over to t Lle Reichsbank. The gold bars served to incre8se the 

German monetary gold stock. A large part of valuables and 

especially diamonds were sold in nelltral countries, which 

enabled! German'y to get foreign exchange without using her own 
. 

monetary gold. 

On the basis of 8 fa.ir estiraate that 50fe: of all lOI.")ted 

20870'/ 
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valuables- consist-eo of 2~old and taking the Polish gold :parit:v 

(1 kg of gold: - 5.924,44 zloty) th e amo~)nt of gold which the 

Germans derived. from lo'oted. v8hl"ebl~s' is being :put nt 27.51S kg. 

Not all losses in gold are co~p~ised in the afore men­

t.ion~r3 registration. Th~ repatriation of" Poles dispersed. in the 

world is not yet completed. A consid~rahle numb(~r of people 

did not register their losses. HOINever the most important f8ct 

is that for obvious reasons no registration CBn include losses 

of murdered 8:'1d dead. Polish citiz€!lS in cases '"mere all the mern­

bers at 2\ family perished • . 

On the basis of the above mentioned estimat es, nauely: 

the reeults of the registration and ~sti'CO.ates corrcerni~1.g goleI 

looted from inr.llates of conceni:retion cacaps it is only fair to 

put the Pol ish losses at a: minimum figure of 134.000 kg of"' :D1)..re 

goldi, On equivalent of 89.000 000 gold dollars. 

2087 08 ' 
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Form I - J3 - 1 

1 

Unit; klg. of fine gold /1000/1000/ 

The "Re1chskredltkaasen" and the "EnUnlss1onsballk" haire by purohase . 

by oompulsory means and oonflscations obtained the folldW1ng 

quanti t1e s ot gold: 

- - - - .- - - - ­
, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ - - ­

R.M. 2.287.166,65 819 klg 7777 gr. 
~ Amer. 348.982,50 525 " 1488 " 
Roubles 290.105. 224 " 6091 " 

! 
IIFrancs Fr. 65.325 .18 " 9,638 

France Sw. 400 o 1161 "" 
IIFranos Bel. 180 o 0524 " 
It IIAmertoan Crowns 33.205 io 1232 

Norveg.Crowns 770 o II 3104 " 
L Engl. It1.869,10 1 3689" 
Dutch Florins 4.130 2 4978 n" 
Poll sh ~d:tys II. It, 4·0 o 0067 
Ite.l1an L1res 40 o 0116" " 
Le1 Rum. 100 o 0293" " 
Ducatee Austr. It2.667 9 1798" 

" IISh11l1ng Austr. 7.985 . 1 6905 
t South-Atric. \I3 o 0219 " 
Peso Mexio. 135,50 o 0393" " 
L Turk1sh 234,25 1 7152" " 
Austr1an Florin 8 o " 0058 " 
Spver,elgnes 1.418,50 1 " 0386 " 
JenJ Js·P. 72 o " 0410 " 
Peru Lib. 4.3/5 o II 0220 " 
Peso Cub. 20 o It 0580 ft 

Gold 1ngot . 37 ',I 3732 " 
-----------------------------~--

Total 1.654 k1g. 1911 gr 

20~r7 0'Q 
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2 

Unit; klg of fine gold /:1000/1000,/ 

~ - - ~ - - ~ - ~ ~ - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - ­ -
September 

1939 Tot a 1 

ffidesgeno8senschaft 
., 

romberg /Byggoszcz/ coin RM 29.785,80 10 klg 6652 gr 

- ~- .
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _.- - -­

Deutsche Bank 


Crakow coin RM 256.394,- 91 kg 898 gr 

~ - ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - -- - - - ­~ ~ 

Tot a 1 coin RM 286.179,80 l02 kg 5632 gr 

~ - - - - - - ~ - - - - ~ -- - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - ­
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Lt klg. of fin. gold / 1000/1000 /. 

Ie branoh of the Reichsbank in Poznan purchased by meaBS of dUress and obtained 

r confiscation the followinC tuantities of gold. in gold coins during the 

Fore ian Quantity Value in Q,ua.ntit.y of 
ourrency R.M. fine gold 

R.M. 


.B ABler. 


t Engl. 


Roubles 


Austr. Crowns 


Ducats 


Dutch Flor. 


Belg. Francs 


Francs Fr. 


Ital. Lires 


Francs ' Sw. 


Peso Max. 

t Turk. 

Norv. OrQ1llls 

AUfltr. Flor. 

Polish Zlotys 

Sw. Crowns 

Dutch Crowns 

~21.280 
. , 50 

56.485• . . 

2f.1.90 ·· 
40,.285 

825 
10 

125 . 

240 
6.870 


180 


640 

30 

4 

175 
8 

10 

25 
40 

336.776,55 

246~469.iO 

46.962.95 
67.900.jS 

716.62 

97.73 
215.72 
203.95 

5.752.78 
149.63 
540.72 
66.6~ 

75.90 
191.59 
17.22 

s.61 
28.07 
44.92 

Total 	 7 26.246.17 260 klg. ;00 gr. 

2/ 	We Etstimate that other branohes' 
of 1ihe Re10hsbank on Polish 'ierritory 
incorporated into 'the Re1ch have 
bought up during the sa.me period of 

4.000 .1time about 

Total ' 	 726.246.17 

(~o ~r·/l.t 
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4. 

Unit: klg. of fine golf I: 1000/1000 :/ 

liOn the basis of a part of documents possessed by the Post Saving 
Bank the Germans have taken from the bank safes golden coins, 
and gold ingots in the period of l2/x 1939 - 10/IV.1940. 

$ 92.818,50 . kg 139 gr '657 
Roubles 127.148,50 " 98 ft 443 

R.M. 37.945,­ II 13" 600 

Francs 8.365,-­ " 2 "428 

Zlotys 2.475,­ " " 718 

t. Engl. 216,­ " 1 tI 582 

1.. Turkish 4, ­ " It, 29 

Austr. Crowns 5.697,50 II· 1 "737 

Austr. Shillings 360,­ 1/ " 76 

Scand. Crowns ,80,­ " " 32 

Dan. Crowns 60,- . It " 24 

wcats 58,­ " " 199 

Dutch Flor. 155,­ " It 94 

Monetary Gold &, Ingots " 1 "429,9 

kg 260 gr 049 

21 From safe Nr.1308 belonging to 
the oitizen Ali.oja Woloszynska
20 klg. gol, in bars, 20.000 gold.
Dollars, 20.000 golden Francs and 
3~OOO Austr.ducats(golden) were 69" 213looted " 

Total.: klg 338 gr 262 

Besides abont 8,3 klg. of .platinium were taken from the Post 
Saving Bank as well as a great quantity of jewels and other 
valuables. 

208712 
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5 

Unit: k1gof fine gold 

The losses of the Po1lsh populat1on deolared when reg1stering 
war losses : 

t golden oo1ns 

ld gold lngo ts 
 ~ U. S.. A. 1.534.630 klg. 2.309 gr. 0353 

Austr. Ducats 1.249 	 4 3000 

75.200 	 4 3000 

t. Engl. 6.182 45 2665 

Flor. Austr. 12 0 0348 

Flor. Kn Dutch 210 0 1270 
Allstr. Crowns 

66.840 20 3775 
Swedish Crowns 1.240/ 0 

Le1 Rum~ 7.000 0 2100 
Italian L1res 40 	 0 0058 
R.R. 601.840 215 7145 
Hung. Pengo 1.900 0 5000 
Roubles 1.023.705 	 792 5833 

btt Gold oo~ns 1. 4~'7 7000var10us k1nd 

gold ingots 7 0000 

Total 4.875 klg.
2/ 	it 50% of the sum of 

326 m111ions Zlotys
of deolBr.ed losses ln 
valuables * 163 milllons 
of fine gold 27.516 n 

\ 

\ 	 Total 32.380 klg. 
\ 

\ 
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Unit: klg. of fine g01d /1000/1000/ 

- - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - ... ­~ ~ ~ 

1939 - 1945 Total 

.-------------------_ ... _--------------­
-

Doted from murdered 

Christian Polish citizens 20.000 

Polish Jews 80.000 

... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - ­
Total 100.000 kg. 100.000 klg. 

II 
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7 

Uni t: klg of fine gold /1000/1000/ 

-I, - - - .-.- - - - ­
September

I I '.fotal
I 1939 

1 

,-----t- - - .., .. - - - ... - --- ­
1 

I 

I 

.­
I about. labollt. 
I 

leld wi thin "Bank von Danzig" 28 milj .guld. 4726 klg. 

Country ·1 

l 

I 

20871;J 


mailto:A/V@.)~O\6~Q


· DECLASSIfiED ( RG £'
AuulOri~ NtJt?968;/)~ 
 EntryLvt b~D lIS , 

I Sf ~NP..M Octel~ File :r -A/-.)@.): ~o\·:a ~d~ 

Box ~.~ 
--",~ '.~ ,,......J. __ . ' ,..~ 

8 . 

Summary of 	Polish losses in gold as indioated 


in detailed lists 


Form I - B-1 I 1 - 7 I 


AI Re1chkreditkassen & Emm1es1onsbank 1654 k1g. 191 gr. 

"Deutsche Bank Krakau" & "Genossen­

chaftsbank Bromberg~ 102 II 563 II 


Re10hsbank branChes 4200 	 It 300 II 


u
Opened SankAsafes 338 262 Ii 


Reg1iter of war damage 32380 
 " 
Looting in 	camps 100000 ­" 

Total "A" 138735 316 n" 

BI Exported from the "Be.I"..k 
vo~ Danzig" 4726 II 

Total II A " 	& II B II 143461 k1g.. 316 gr. . 

2087 1(' , 
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COPIE 

The Polish Government beg to refer to the question­

naire forwarded to them by the Tripartite Commission for 

the Restitution of Monetary Gold concerning the formal 

registration of the basis and extent of claims to monetary 

gold found on German territory - and have the hono~r to 

submit to His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom 

their views on the subject and to request His Majesty's 

Government to give their support to the same. 

The Polish Government have already had the 

opportunity of requesting their participation in the 

distribution of the monetary gold found in Germany in ac­

cordance with the stipulations of the Final Act of the 

Paris Conference on Reparations which provides the alloca­

tion of the said gold to despoiled countr~ as restitution 

of their gold in a ration corresponding to the losses 

sustained in result of looting or wrongful removal of their 

gold to Germany. They have submitted their claims in notes 

delivered in October 1946 to the Governments of the United 

states of America, the United Kingdom and France and to the 

Tripartite Commission for the Restitution of Monetary Gold 

in Brussels, on the basis of par.D.part III of the Final Act 
HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
ERNEST BEVIN 
HIS MAJES1~tS SECRETARY 

FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

2U87 17 
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of the Paris Conference on Reparations of December 21st 1945. 

The Polish Government beg to draw attention to the n 

following facts ­

the above-mentioned part III of the Final Act of the Paris 

Conference while using the terms" gold" or " monetary gold II 

contains no directive as to the definition of gold whioh 

is to be subject to restitution in favour of despoiled 

countries. 

It was only the Tripartite Commission for the 

Restitution of Monetary Gold in Brussels,which,in connection 

with the despatch of the above-mentioned questionnaire laid 

down the definition of gold to be subject to recovery on 

the basis of restitution.ln accordance with the definition 

established by the mentioned Commission only monetary gold 

is to be subject to restitution in proportion to losses 

suffered through looting and wronghul removal. The Commission: 

attempts to define monetary gold as ­

II all gold which, at the time of its looting or wrongful 

removal, was carried as a part of the claimant country's 

monetary reserve either in the accounts of the claimant 

Government itself or in the accounts of the claimant ooun­

try's central bank or other monetary authority at home or ~l 

abroad " irg 

In connection with foregoing, the Polieh Government 

wish to express the view that the gold found in Germany, 

which was in the possession of the Reichsbank is undoubtedly 

20S'71 8 
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monetary gold. The claim to this gold should however be 

open to despoiled countries no~ only in all those cases, 

where they lost the-ir monetary gold within the meaning of 

the Tripartite Commission but also in cases where the gold n 

in shape of coins, bars and jewels was looted from the popu­

lation in consequence of orders issued by the German occu­

pation authorities, forced sales, confiscations during 

Aearche?, in banks, safes and the gold robbed from millions 

of victims murdered in camps - and thus subsequently increa­

sed the amount of Germany's monetary gold or permitted her 

to maintain her monetary gold reserves. 

The Polish Government are in possession of parts 

of evidence which can be produced at any time and which 

prove that the gold 

1. confiscated and foroibly purchased from the Polish 

population on the basis of orders issued by the occupation 

authorities: 

2. acquired by the Germans by way of forcible opening 

of Polish bank safes, 

3. acquired through looting of victims in concentra­

tion and death c.amps in Poland 

was turned over to the Reichsbank, thus increasing the 

German monetary gold reserve. 

Apart from the above, looted jewels sold in neutral 

countries enabled Germany the purchase of gold or by supplyir-g 

heT with foreign exchange, helped her to save and protect 

her own monetary gold. 

208?l n 
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Irrespective of the afore-mentioned, it is conclu­

sive from the activities of Reichskreditkassen,of the so-

called Emissionsbank and the branch offioes of the Reiohs­

bank which were operating in Polish territory under occupation 

and in Polish areas incorporated into the Reich,that the 

mentioned bodies made use of gold looted from private ind±­

viduals for the purpose of monetary gold which served as 

gold coverage for the banknotes circulated by them on 

Polish territory. 

In consideration of the above the Polish Govern­

ment have therefore the honour to draw the attention of 

His Majesty's Government to the fact that the definition of 

the gold which is to be subject to restitution adopted by 

the Tripartite Com~ission in Brussels deprives Poland of 

the possibility of participation in the distribution of the 

monetary gold found in Germany,thus seriously affecting 

Poland's interests which according to estimates amount to 

134.000 kilograms of pur gold. 

The Polish Government have therefore the honour 

to request that the definition of gold whioh is to be sub­

ject to restitution be fixed or extended in a manner which 

would . enable the restitution of gold to despoiled countries 

also in those cases where the gold looted from them contri ­

buted to the increase of the German monetary gold reserve 

or to its maintenanoe. 

The Polish Government have the honour to register 

at the same time their claim to the gold removed by the 

2U8?~O 
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Germans from the 	" Bank von Danzig " and turne-d over t a the 
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Rachsbank. This gold is valued at 28.000 Danzig guilders. 
~-...~ ..~...~ 
The Polish Government are basing their claim to the gold on 

the fact that ­

1. Poland's sovereignty extended to the Free City 

of Danzig to which Germany renounced her rights in Treaty 

of Versailles /par.lOO/ 

2. Poland was a co-owner of the "Bank von Danzig", 

her share amounting to 25 % of the stock. 

The Polish Government express tre hope that the 

above-presented claims of Poland in view of Poland having 

J 	 suffered enormous losses in all fields, including her gold 

reserve, will be taken into favourable consideration and 

her standpoint supported by His Majesty's Government. 

The Polish Government have the honour to inform 

His Majesty's Government that similar notes h~ve been sub­

mitted to the Government of the United States of America 

and the French Republic. 

Warsaw,the 12th of April 1947. 
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FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . ~.1 	 () 9' -lo~ Dept.
TYSECURITY : GONJ'J,:IJRNfITAL 	 PRIORJ : AIR POUCH "'1....1)''\1\ .., 

TO : 	 Department of Statr' UN 2OO.624l-Gold/£i450 

FftGM,..~·--B& .P)i~W:SSTfjN'J·ai, Tee ~ AM1.;MBASSY,. HRUSSELS - 200 - December 14., 1950 

REF : :0-199 - December 13l/- 1950 

SUBJECT: Gold ColT.llllis.3ion Request for Cerlain Documents 

In the statement made by the Polish representative bef-ore the 
'rripartJ.te Gold ColDlltLssion on September 5g 1950» copies of which were 
-(,!'ansm:i.tted w'j. th the re.fercnce despatch~ reference was made to various 
documents or -documentation. The C;omm.:.ssion is nDSt desirous of having 
aVailable for appropriate referal1ce as many of t !.J.ese OOcUlIIeots as can 
be obtained. It has beeu thov.ght that, pcrhaps~ the following dDcumentB. 
could IOOst conveniently be supplied from United States sourcesJ 

10 	 oocision of 'the Allied Go;ytrol Council of 21st Januaryi' 
1946» "plac:.inr; th.e problem of restitution on the 8~ 
foot:tng as re::>olution 1 of the Par-is A~reementlf~ 

20 	 Milit.ary Government. Regulat'1ons (U.S.) of lSth Apri~ 
1946.. 

3.. 	 Ameri.can Law 59 (U.So Zone - German,y) "illillemaritil1e the 
All:'i.ed ':::Ontrol Counell's Decision of 2.l.B~ Jan~,. 1946". 

4. 	 Ji'inal Act of the Gonferenceof Bretton Woods, of 22hd July, 
1944, in.sofar as it refers to "the need for safeguarding 
property and 1301d looted and expropriated, vtith a view to 
returnil'llo~ it to :1.ts rlght.ful ovmers"o 

5. 	 Department of state Bulletin of June 16,1946, insofar as 
it "stresses the rightful clai1as of Poland" .. 

It w:i.ll be ereatly appreciated if the department will endeavor to 
furn:i.sh cDpies of the abGve documenta, in quadruplicate 'if' poss:tb~e, 
(i.80 51 one O'Jpy for each Commissioner and one copy for the Secretariat) 
as promptly as may 	be conveniento. 

.. ': ", " 
_. ~:...;~ 

<"....,,' 	 J / ' 
', / 	 &r ... / 1'/ . ~' . 

.' ~.' 	 . ' -: ~ ~~~ . , .,J. ~ ~. .. ' ,'" ... '*' .. .,.. ~" 

j;.. ." lilmer S. F~ 
."'"lJrii.ted States Conunissioner 
Tripartite Cornmission for the 
Hestltutiol1 of lbnetary ('.tOld.. 
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\ TO 	 : De~artment of State - 14N 2000 6241 GOLD/12-13 :' \ 


fR~M : US (\OMMISSIONF.R, TCC~ AMEJiBASSY, BRUSSELS - l.99 - December 13-, 1950 

'. \ , 

I 

R£~ : 

\ \ 
SUBJECT '; State1~7.1'1t by Pollsh Hepresentative before Gold 'Comm1ss1.~. 

\Septe:n1bc r 5" l.950. 
\. 

"', , 

'l'hc-re are traru:mdtted herewith copies of t he verbatim reportot 
the statOll\ent made by t he representative of Poland at the meeting of 
t l29 'l'ripartite Commi.ssion for ·the Hestitution of M:m.etaJ:"1J Gold held in 
B.e~dum on 1'ue5day~ Septeuber 5, 1950. 

'.tha obta:I.nine of copies of this statement hus been delayed by 
var-lous untoward and unforeseen circumstancas. lbwever, it will be 

,: noted that the statement of' t he Po~'i.sh representative is' to be continued 
;, at some later meeting of the Commission. '1'h:1s future state~nt. or 
i continuation 0.1' the-statement. has also been dHlayed by the absence 

"" -", 	 of the PoJ.ish representative in New York, and hence the delay in trans­
Uli:tt:lnt~ copi.es of the f'irst part of the statement may not have caus,ad 
any p.articular inconvenience. 

It may be observed that the Polish representat:i:ve fS statement 
r aises certain questions which might be of interest. not only in con­
nect-.J_on wI.th the Poli.sh claim~ but also ineonnection Wittl the operation 
o f 'CLl'1 Commission and ' of all claims submitted to it. As ' an example, the 
Polish representative spoke at somEl length on the question of the inter­

". pretation of the phrase Itltkmetary' Gold". He argued for a liberal. inter­
pretation ufthis pm-ase, but claimed that the Corms-sian itself vms 
tendillV to take a restrici;«;!d interpretation. 

It is sJegested t.hat hiS ' statement mi[~t be cOnsidl!l:red. from this 
bX'()adel' pttmt of vIew, as wf)ll as from its application to the specific' . 
PoU.sl1 cla:.i.m. Tho statement \W.8 not ;Y"C3t been formally considered by 

. t he 	Comuussion i 'tself~ 

(NOTE: The enclosures cons:J.st. of the oritf.inal copy 01' the Polish rep7.'('3­
sentative's statement as received irom ·the. Coll1l1Iission Secretariat and 
el8 (''Ol:Tected by the Polish repreaentat1ve himself. The other copies 
have been l!)':'1.d,e from this Original, but have not been proof-read.) 

I 	 ; ...~ ~ , .rl " ,.._-" ..,,--! .,' 	,_ ''.;7'-:0'.,J ,. , 	 ."..J 

. ' '_-«r~ .• /' .r:; y""'-' .-~../' / " 	 . ... ~_;,.. , ' ._,.r· ·' / . . ' . " ~~y.
;".;t!~:, .. . . ,.. '\ " , ", .: '>~ I , / -.- .~~ -

/ " . Homer S. Fox 
Un:!.ted states COJDmi.ssioner 
'trlpal'tite Commission for the 
testi.tut.ion of Monetary Gold. 

K.l'lc1:>sures as statacl aboT.~ IS NOT A PERMANENT RECORD COPY. 
Retain in office files 01' destroy in accordance with .Iecurity regulations. Reproduction of Ihis message is not authorized. 
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Treaty SerieS No. 44 (1949) . 
. ~ :r> .. ,. ', 

J ' 

Prot0col 
" between the Governments of the United Kingdom, .;.,' 

the United: States of America and the Fre~ch Republi~ ". 
and the Polish Republic relating to 

. ' ,L 

the RestifutiQD to ~oland" of Mop:.eta;ry Gold 
looted by Germany ' 

London, 6th July, 1949 

. ' :, I , . . 1 
" . 

. . Presented by .'~t! Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Parliament . 
'., . by Command of His :Majesty I 

,; . f. . ; r • ~ : I ; . • 

- ' : ; 

• • ':. I 

LONDON ' 

. . HIS MAJESTY'S ' STATIONERY OFFICE 

, " . O,NE PB,NNY .N£.T ­

. Cmd. 7749 
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PROTOCOL BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE~T'D 
KINGDOM, THE UNITED STA~ OF AMERICA AND THE 
FRENCH REPUBLIC AND THE POLISH REPUBLIC RELATING 
TO THE RESTITUTION TO POLAND OF MONETARY GOLD 
LOOTED BY GERMANY 

. London, 6th July, 1949 

THE Governments of t~e United States of Anierica, the French Republic 
and " the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, hereinafter 
referred to as "the Allied Government~ concerned," on the one hand, and 
the Government of Poland, on the"other, have through the undersigned duly 
empowered', representativ~, agreed as follows:- , , 

1. Poland shall receive a proportional share ofthe gold distributed pursuant 
to Part III of the Agreement on Reparation from Germany, on the Establish­
ment of an Inter-Allied Reparation Agency and on the Restitution, of Monetary 
Gold signed at Paris on 14th January, 1946,(1) on the same basis as the countries 
signatory to the said Agreement to the extent that Poland can establish that a 
definite amount of monetary gold belonging to it was looted by Germany, 
or, at any time after 12th March; 1938, was wrongfully removed int.o German 
territory. , 

, 2. Poland adheres to the arrangement for the, restitution of monetary 
gold set forth in Part III of the aforementioned Agreement and declares that 

, " the portion ofth~ moIi~quy gold accruing to it under the Agreement is :accepted 
in full satiSfaction of all Polish claims against Germany for re'stitution ' of 
monetary gold. ' 

. . ' . 

3. Poland accepts the arrangements which 'have been or will be made 
by the Allied Governments concerned for the implementation of the aforesaid 
arrangement. 

Done in London this 6th day of July, 1949, in the English and French 
languages, both texts being equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be 
deposited with the Government of the United Kingdom and of which certified 
copies shall be communicated to the other signatory Governments. " 

"For the Government of the United States ,of America : 

J. C HOLMES. 

For the Government of the French Republic: 

R. MASSIGLI. 

For the Government of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland: 

ERNEST BEVIN. 

For the Government of Poland: 
I "' • . ' : ! JERZ'i MICHALOWSKI. 

(1) "Treaty Series No; 56(1947),"; Cmd. 7173. 
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'l'RIPAR1'ItE COQISSION 
roRTm 

RES'f'ITU'l'ION OF )!)NETARI OOLD 

BrUss e1.8, Belg1_ 
AlIgWSt 19. 1948 

C01f1IDE!f1'IA.L .. 

" No. 386 

R EJ C ' d ~e Honorable
bugus"E"--G:6 

The Secretary o~ state,
l~C TIOl~ 
OF'D Washington, D. C. 

Ii:FO 
li'R Subject: Adherenceby' Poland to ArraDgell8I1tfor
lXR Resti t.ut:1oo ot Monetary' Gold Establ.:1.s:b84 
EVE by Pans Rep·a.ra~ion Agreement.

F~ 


o Si:t"J
OLA 
OFS I haft the honor to reter to t.he American Embassy IDndon Deapatoh No. 1447 
TREA%r June 29 .. 19b8, and enclo8urea. In View or the concern upruaed bY' the 

Polish repreaentatJ.yet in the London d:l.sc~ions u w w.h.etber Polad lIOuld be 
given an oppori.uD1ty' ,to .tate ita case ~ Wore tho 'f'ripar.t1te C9J111dn1on for 
th.e Reat.itut1on ot lIonetary Gold, it see.. appropriate to po1tn out tor use in 
any ruture nego't1at1ona on th1ssubjectthe fact that the 00ww18.1:01\ bas already' 
accorded one hearing to an aut.hor1$~ representat1w at ~l.and 1Ibo bad expressed. 
UI it. a desire to II&k:e a statement in support ot the claim .tiled by' bia GoYern­
JlUmt with t.he ComndAion. 'rhia hearing occurred on6 october 1947 1Ih«1 11. EdD.rd 
Burtol, Charge d'AttaSr. or PolaDi in 13russela, appeared before the eomm•.-1on 
and made an exteoded at.atellent in 8t1pport ot Poland's claim. At tbe concluaion 
o;!' his preser:xta\ion he ana:wared varioua qll8St.1ona put. to hill by the CoaissioMrs 
and submitted a 10 page written cpon au:! enclonrea att.aabDd thereto. 
111. Bartol ap:enfld 1;0 the Comml.asion on. behal.t o£ his OoVVll1l8D1i h1a appreciation 
0 .( the oppol"'tun1ty' which the CoDldsaian had af'rorr1i'4 hila ror .;larDing "and sup­
porting b1a ~, s claims. Encloaed ~ tha Woraat.1on ot tbeIlepa.rtment 
1s a copy ot the ainu1ies 'or ' the Keeting of the Collll1.8aion at 1Ih1ch the hearing 
was held m1 ot the apo$e rued nth the Comud.ssion by ](.Bartol. 

" No applicati.on tor & turth6r hearing has been made to the CGlIJIda810n by' 
representatiw. o-t the GowrDlII8ntot Poland. . " 

In the l1glrt or the above it is dU'fieult to .find Blly juatitication whatever 
f.or the Polish expreSntn8 ot anxiety as to 1I'hetheror not Poland would be 
nf!'orded a. tnll hearing by the Copmdsai.on it it should sign tba proposed Protocol. 

The Poliah ,request tor assurances that they will reaei."Ie -an adequate reply­
on all quutiou of nbstance" troa the CourLuion rm88 a Dm"8 ditficult 
question. I do not believe that. there .•hould. be any hesiiat.1on ill aawring 
l?oland that. t:be CoainiQn will make astateamt u to 1ta reuomr b¥r anr action 
:lt 11J1j.y take upon PolUh,. c]a:h'8. G'wIranteeing that the 00_ u;j CD wU:j. make a 
.statement elCh Poland nil regard as -adequate.. however 18 BoaethiJlg -el$e again 
.and would co_ dangerously close to agreeing to .at1s4 PolaDd. " 

~ 

Poland has "on several oocasions q'U8stioo.eci the buill 'UpOD wh1c:h the COm­
mission 11&11 proceed1nc in carrying out its wo~ aDd bas in this connect1on II1.1b­
mitted several eo1llll1m1ca.t.1ons totJJ.. Allied PoIrers ooncerned am to tbs 

Commission ••••• 
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Despatch /I .386 Page 2. 

Commission itselt. The Commission has ta.ken the position that it could not 
properly malee and publish any ruling on the valid1ty or Poland' 8 claims at 
a time when tha.t country's participation in the gold pool WaS' still tUlder 
consideration and 8ubjact of diplomatic negotiations. Nor did it feel it 
appropriate under suGb. circumstances to enter into a d1acusaion with the 
GoVt~rnm;,nt of Poland as to the propriety of its actions. It is possible that 
this attitude of the Commission is the basis of Poland's insiatence on re­
ceiving assurances that a statenent will be forthcoming from the Commission 
concerning the" allowability of its claims. If and when Poland should sign 
the Protocol I do not believe that the-re would remain any further ot)stacle 
either to the Commis'sion's giving Poland arrr further hearing li:e. may desire or 
to its making a ruling on the Validity of pOland'a claims and Bt;a.ting' the basis 
thereof. In view of what is known of Poland' s a~titude" it would, however, 
seem ' to be unwise to agree that that 00 untry is to be the judge '0 f the adequacy 
or reasonablenesa ot the ComInission' 8 statemmt. 

Rwsell H. 
Chairman, 

'l'riparti te Comm1.ssion tor the 
Restitution of MDnetar,r Gold 

and . 

United states Minister and Delegate 
Inter-Allied Reparation Agency 

Enclosures; 

(1) fdnutea of 12th Meeting of Commisision. 

(2) Expose submitted by M. Bartol. 

Re8pectrul~ yours, 

c(:: L. P. Bartlett, First Secretary 
Amerioan Rmbas3Y, London. 

Ol'"iginal and Ozal1d to Department 

RHDorr~hk 
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26th June ,1')48 

13rltlsh draft J.t 4 F ..L .. on 7th. June, 1948, i:. (-:. . Alexl:lndrowi·i.;oz 
for ag1'8srJ re­ and _lL~Q p • .nolt.nac of the Polish Embatisy cal-led at tUB 
cord 01' :tJlI~et­ Foreign Office, London, to diaouas the terr1S on whi<lh 
i :lg. Subj ac't it Vias proposed that; l='oltlnQ should: :ptirtio1:sj.ate in the 
to (Jxr.5 naHan t distrib\ltl on of monetary eo1d.· . 
by all p8!'t:lcS • • 

concerned 'l'hey "WBra Rlet by i..:{r.. P. ·1) 0 Bartle't1i of the 
Unit,ed states l>.Jubassy, t:. ·IL.F. F6~ty of tho Ji'ren.ch 
Em!;r~ssy. and "by i.x. DoL. Hav11~llld. :.1r. Doi~. JOIlnston 
I:md ;r. DoN. ::.-.:.oyoo of the Foreign Uff10e. 

Thete:xt of .the draft Protocol whicli was to be 
dlsouss~d 1s l':nI1GXed "to -this minute. 

iiI'. Johnston reviewed the previous neg:;tlationso 
~w'hen repreBantatlv6s of thatour GoverID!.1.ents 11ad l!:1.st 
net to di.snussthe dr~ft Protoool 011 15th January, 1948, 
i)r ~ L<..chs had fA skud whe·thtH.·. in the ev~;nt of t~le l;oll~h 
Government iJf~6eing to · Dign the l)rotoool 6S dr~fted, the 
.othor three Uovernfl.ants would be willing to sign an 
interpret!va lette:r decluring that nothing in tj~e Prato... 
001 should be ta!~an to imply thtlt })Q).and -wus ·being 
admittad to participc.tlon in the ".fool" of fCI.onetery 
{~la upon term.SI less f!:l.vou1'6ble or "tvi~h rights less than. 
tho~e !iccorced to other L"lenibers~ · Th-e J-:..merican, British 
and .ft'renoh rGpre:~ontt:.itiv6S had undertt"lken to consider 
th1,s . sugt ~e·stj.()n if the Polisil Gove:r·l1.;f~ent would put for­
"l;'litl'Q 0 drcl1't fer the proposed lettol'. \oln 12th. i:'tarch 
L. i,leJtcmdro\1J"i toz had. left with hbl· a <i ra:rt ~ l1h!ch had 

81noe~ beenoo!Jsidered by the thre6 ;JoVdr~ie.nts. 


;<r .. Johnr,toI1 t emphusisinv:thathe Vias speeklng on 
inntructi Dna J s~id. tkwtil. .. i ..• GOV81'ru1ient we~'6 not pI'6~' 
j)arEirl to sign ouch an interprGtivo lett.ur· as l.li:..~d beon 
:proposed. I!'lta l 'rotocol otfer':Hl to the 201iuh Q.overm,it.:lit 
1'or 5ignotllre iN8S in all assellticll reS1J6ots.. identioal 
with the }Jrotocol by whioh the U-ovcrntlcI.lts of J\\J.str1a 

~ a nO. Italy 'had ·boeI.l&Jjmitted to tne ;'001., Precedents 
ru.:"; th-ay-eby bean EH>tu blisI1ed frot1 '·ihich !{o~ Governf.1snt0 

Ylere \mv~illlnt:". to depart. Viera on .2. nttl11.)reti"10 lettol~ 
to be sianed, purporting to oll.lrl1'y the meun1ngof 
.nr1>iole J ot "the l';rotocol, the tW0 o-ooument..s n1gilt ~U6ri 
to _coni"lict, in which evant (llf.r1cul t y .and confu~lon ~ . 
would· til"lse ~uch £is 11.i :. Gcv-ernment were urudous to ctvoid 

un / 
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1)02, Enolosure I, 
Bespatch 1447 

On previous ooousiona, Dr. LtJohs and ~. 0 .i\lexandro1\1.toz 
h<:..d axuressod 11116 d63ira of the }olish GOV81'1'U!l:6nt 1 to acoede 
t;c, the· sigh' h of the x-esolutions pqblished us an annex to 
tb,a FIIltll ' l~/Jt or the PC:.irls Conferenoo. l '!rv Johnston said 
th~t H.I 0 ~ov~rrlirlent · oouldnot C:lgree to this. The resolution 
~(motirned, wa s not pl:lrt of the .Aot of l·'aris. It was no more 
than tI. l"acolI1r:Hm(h.~tii,.}n by delegatos to the1r' GoverDl:lallta~ . 
-,~t.Gtllcr .the Governr.1en'ts participating in the distribution ,of' 
Uicnetery gold iu~d a right to t4llpe111 trom the 060ision 01' the 
Tripartlte (:OIDr.tiElU'-l\n \'it/S a question whioh had not' been tested. 
l.f~ . I .. • Gov-ernment t;),OUCht the participating ' OVtSr(.Ui~6nts ht..1d noI 

such right of uppeul~ ~md were not'willinc t,O dO I:ulythlng 
';\Ttdoh might bo thQUr)lt to imply thf;lt tI~-oy lll:.id .. 

l. r • .Bartlett .38iu th~t the attitude of the Uriited Eitntea 
Govern!l.6ut, whioh he hud been instruoted to expro5t!~ \1-d.-B eub ... 
st~nt1Ellly 'the sane tHi th~t. ot HeS·,. GOV61'Dl'lent (.is ~d:". JOhnston 
had describeQ it. The United states C-overlll-:1Gnt oould oertGdnly 
not agree ·thut the Tasolution rurerred to VJa& bindillg upon eny 
of the -GovaXru.;ants tuwhom. it \';'as addrensed. . 

L. Fest.y au1d he had recc!V60 "lory cleur i~8tructlons 
:f"r:JID his Gov OrmlGnt • The .l!~renoh (.h')vurnman t could not ar~ee 
either to enyfurtller amomk,ent ot the arbft Protocol 01' to 
t.h3 sigzwture of en interpretiva letter. The }I'rsnch Govern.,.. 
.Llent Dgreed v/lth the Ckn.rel'nt';ent's of th~ 1Jni"8(1 Klng(ror~j and 
01' the Uniteo Sttit~s that no useful purposo would ·be sel'vea . 
by 'tho aaoession of the 1"011 sh GoverW1Emt tD the eitghth reso"" 
lu~:, ion anne7.ed to the 1.at of ;'ar18 0 'rhe'}'l'onoh Government 
In,.1 ee«wenii further. \Jaro tho three GOVGrn!f;".ents to tidl'nit thG 
right of the }:olish GovernLlant, in oGrt~in cir(Jumsttln~~s, to 
tIPIH'lol'to th6 Inte1,'n£-.tlonal Court they would be speol:t'iQally 
uocoJ."ding 'to the l'>olish 'G-o·V'Grm16nt rights or Wl1:i.Oll the J,OSSG3­
~~Lm byoth-el' ('>-ove::nr.rlonts jJ!.lrtlo1pat ing in the ~ 'ool was' , to 

.. 	 sa~if the leHDt, problematical. This would be ·oqu1VCJlant to 
gL..1nt~ tIle l'ollshGovurru.'1cnt a 'position of 51)00ia1 udvan~i:lge. 

i', • .i.l~:K~ndrowitoz ·stlia 11e wu.s gled to oboervG :rrol[~ the 
drt.i ft }-)l'otocol before him t.l1ut. the ..i~merloan ~ Hrltlsh <'Ul(t 
~ti'r (!ncil rcp1.'6seutotiiJ8S 11<;1(\ ugreed to omit from. ..i.rtiole 2 
th;J v;ol~ds !tlAithout pl'ejudic6 to olCiims' by way ot r .epu,l'ution 
fOJ: . un.restored gold II. 110" uSKed whGthor they oould not, 
iSV611 now, agrea to ond t '4he whole cit drtiole :3. .rl:I,tiol~2 
bound the llollah. (~ow~rn.rd)nt to aooept. the deolsions of the 
'11ripertite Commission; and .'lI'tio·le -3, <;IS he had, contended 
bof'ore, W;;IS t.here1'o:rc superfluous. 

The iU!l6rloan. British ana Fronch repre .3An.:tatives replied 
that the1r;lov~rnuonts still insistea upon t.l'le retentiOll ot' 
.iq".'t101e J. fl'he.ir :Jover.nmants were inflexibly (ieterr1incd to 
cidllsra to the defin1tion of ru.onetery gold a 'opted by the 
':Cri,psrtl te Corf"'~11s$1on, and to allow no Ol)::crtwlii;y~or th e 
~V01'k: ot the C'OI'"J!.n1ssion to be \:Jbat ruo ted ; " 'th.uy, therafore, 
oot!.Sldered .At'tiola J an indisi>ensable s;;.;t'.egul::Srd. 

1.• i;le:xandr'owltoz Bold that ttltbougll he could not bu,t 
recognise the deterflim.l tlon of the three ;j'overnI.1ents to . 
muintbln the del'init10n ot Sllonettary (~old, his Government . 
att~ ohsd the gre~ te-st iml)ortanoe toltavlne an op'portunity of 

I 

stutlng 
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otating its O{;li3~ fully bafors th6Tri.p~!t1t~ C9mai~_ion 

and to reo'~living fran the- ComtUaoionera tl full and reasoned 


, r,aply _ Hit~ Govornmax.!.t fetlree 'tntit ware ' they to ,agree to 
.1rtiole 3 of the ;l'ctocol & the Comm1osion8rs rll1ght - retuaG 
to nijar tho i'olish .cf:.1se upon the grounds 'tnat ~h6: , definition 'I 
of monet.ar~ gold ' 1;V8S a , "pa!,rt act'" within, the meaning of 
')~.rt1ole 3 ·and cuulrl .not, therefor.e. be dlsou,Bsed with the 
J='olishI'tiprasGntuti V,;) _ '1'he Polish' Govo:1"nuent V'laQ prepGtred 

to aocept withotl,t om:-u1.ent tl16 'pro().ed~ul · rul-es ~/111ohhad ' 

been ~do.pted by tne Tripartite Col!l.rli1~;sion for the. restltuioll 

of monoti::.ry gold, but; des1red to bo ,8 soured 01\ their right 

to be h6t1rd', and to .!'eceiva an adequate l.'Oply, on all 

Quentions of sUbstance. Their dutyto ' thair 'own· people . 

required no lGffS: and ,Artiole .3 in .!ts present i"orm mie;ht . 

Gonot1tute all obstaole to auonun exposl~ion of the Polish 

views . before the Gold (;om!'.11~Dionors. .
1., ' 

~ ... Alexandrow1toz then ttU"ned to the q.U6st1on ot the 
elghth resoluJi1on ann~:xed 'to the .1lot of l'ttri.a. He .said . 
that the- l'olish Government oould not .but regardt.1).$ rt;lfusal 

I ' 

of the: othElr thrae Govornm.ents to -allOW }ioland. to ,aooede 
to this res01ut'ion (.is ~m aot of d1scriDlinatton agalnst
:( )oland. There might -be. a s had be-en ' suggested, S9Ine . doubt 
as to th.e 16?~d force of the resolut1on'; but 1t, s~emed to 
tlle ro11sh G0vorrunent, that 1t vrdS rJ1a.inly inten4ed .,t.o give 
partto.ipantsin the ,distribution of monetary gold the r1ght 
to take (H.sputes to the International qour~ that hl:id not 
been.. settltv} by other meanso There appetlrf!d 'elso ' to be 
sWIlie (\oubt whother the partioipant ' Governm.6nts ha4 ,{1 right 
of 8I>paul from tIle d eoisiona ot· the Tr1partit'e COll'lil'!1ss1on~ 
Hut. bO~1ever sleuQer and un,oortain W6rO ~he l"ignts of the 
otht'l' partioipating (}ove:r.I1!!.ent '2 in this me. tt6;t' , 'the Polish 
Government "I;nsheo to possass them. He WGuld 'b6 pre~ared 
to sugges,t to ,h!sGOVOl'll!11~11t thut if , tl'le '?ollsh Govarnt1Qnt 
l'\ere 8,119V1cd to acoedeto the eightl1 rf!solution they ahoulo 
give 'suitable assurances to the other Gover'll.i!lentO'onoerned 
th<it the' right .to uppeGll tD the ,Int\3rnutional Court wou,lo 
no·t be abusod Qr frivolously o:xoDOisad. 

Tho llritiGp. ropre~eIltQtiveD rel)6at8ci 'tllE.lt 1I• .,. Govern.., 

i:;f;!nt were ' not \vl11ine 01ther todispEUlse w'!th: ·J-.rt1.o1e 3 of 

tlle ]~rotQC'olJ or to uf~rae to the signature ot 'thee.1ghth 

rS501ut1on.'l'llo (}ov~rnr:lentB ot. the Uri1tod stl::!t.es; Or :b'ranca 

fAud of Great Br1 tuin J:~d been. entrusted vd tli the implcm6l1ta ... , 

tlon of . Part I ,ll of .the ~~imil i~ct ' 01' t.he ?al'ia · Con!'e,.rence~- .' 


'	 tH,e other .Govel'~lel1tspurt101p8tin.s int:he ])061 were' Obliged 
to'uoQ,ept' tilEl aUlu.inistrc.rti"Ie me~HiUrGa bnd 'the <leois'ionsot 
the Tr1parti to Co~isf'jion for thoreat!tllt1dn o£ monetary 
gold \'lhich theso thrco Gov6::.~nmonts lulu ' EHl1,>bb11shed,• ..The' 
Commiss1on '<';'OS 1toolf' ~ ser'i1.-judioial body_ If.' th~ ,L'olish . 
Governr.'~eIit signed the ' l~rQtocol ' as i.t uto(")d they woul.d be I 
in no d-1tter'13nt pos1t1 on trOl!l. ' th6' other pt.irt1.ciIiat:1nt;, .;' , 
J:ovurru{lento; ancl ~h6yoould, rely. on, tllewora or the Gove~n~ I 
~1ents otthe Un1ted. statas;" }i'r~in(Je and "G:raat 'Britain tha't 
no disoriminution woul'd ·b~ o:xer~1sed . &>ga.1~lci:t them. 

, .f , . ' 	 . '. 

'TAO Br1tl@ 1'6pr.es·~ntutlv6B 38~ nb dii'flcu,lty 1n the 

desire .c4 the 11~11sh " Govo.riuu.ent to s'tat:e ·their view8 before 


. the ' Trl~l''tit'e t;ownisslon end 'to .reoeive li HuSOlled answer to 
'\ " ., 	 ... 

any I 
, ' . ~' 1 , 

t· . 
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Vespatch 1441 

Althoug.!l the Polish Govern­
to aoceLJt t!lG deoist.ons, 

'ripal'tl te Commission, there was 

~ny question they might r~:dsa. 
ment would htl-Ve h' und themselveo 
p~l ~t and fU.t u."C' (3 t of the 'l
no reason \,jh.~' 'the :Polish reprassl1tbtlve in Brussels sh(Suld· 
l1o·t ruisa any questlon!3 h6 ..dshed with thG CofWnissionGrs, 
und it ~~B unthi~ableth6t he should.not recGive a full 
811tl courtOOU:1 reply. 

~:. ~'Gsts reminded L. j).leX3IHlrmvitoz th~t . tS1S Poli.s."! . 
Go:V3rru:!ent W69 .not the only <,]ovcrnz.tlent sorrtS ot whoEJe claims 
for the rest itution of gold '~'iGrQn6cessarl1y excluded by 
the definlti cn v/ll.lch the Tripal'tlteCommission l?,ad ad.opted; 
the .l1'rerlOh Gcvernmellt ·h~dof its own volition withdra,w.ll 
m.or6 thl:ln 2.COe clbL:s iNhiClll they haa presented to the Tr1­
pttr·tlte COl!ur.J. ssion in respe()'~ 01' e;old looted from French 
citizens by tile '}SI'l":i81lS. 1iho J!'rarich (k)VSl"nm()nt oonsidered 
tilemselv88 just11'led in insisting that the Protoool should. 
bE; sic;..ned \'Jl thout i'ul'ther l;lodiflo~tlon by tile t'uot tr.bt the 
PollshGovorl3 leIlt in thoir 'Note of Octob61'. 194'1. had . in 
eftilct p aske.d ti.U:lt, tho whole . work of the 'l'rlpartite Oom­
misslonUl) tc that time should be set asido. and ~he. d1~trl­
butlon of gold bef!un again trom the beginning acoQrding to 
different Jirinoiples. He, ,tuo, .saw "no obstaole t 'o the 
l)(}ll.sh repros0nttltlva ltl Brusaela'disoussing freely w1th 
the Gold Cozaviss1oners r:..my queBtlons whioh he wished t;) 

raise once t.bc j)ol~flh ~;OV8rllL:lent had signed the Protoool. 

rr. ,Bartlett restbted the attitude of his Government 
to the elc;hth resoluticn. He suggested that the J:ollsh. 
GCtVllrnnsnt mlght address a Nota to the other Governments 
cpncorned, !'E;l uo.mL1.Gnd1ng thv.t · any disputes ' whioh might arise 
from the l'l'otocol should ' be referred, if nece ssary-, to, th& 
International Court.. He 'agreed that anoe th8 _Protom. bad 
beeh signed and the Polish GOV6rnment a<1rdttsd ,t .o part1dipatiim 
in . "the :;.'001 D the }'olish represc.mtfltive in Brussels would be 
Clblo ' to state :tile viewsot .his GOVGTWaent bef'ore the Tr1ptlrt1te 
Comnisslon o There was no doubt that the Commisf)1one~s woulli bra 
'_'Jil1ing to hS<1r the ;o!1sh repre~tmtClt1ve fully ., ana' would re.... 
turn e reosoned and det(.111cd reply; 11.' , .• .tlle:x~ndrQ\-n.t..oz deslrod 
i'llzot,ner tlssuranoe o~ this he hudno doubt that the three Gov;' 
~l"rlI : ients would be 'willing to instruot the CODunisaiGnors to 
hea!' thtl Polis h case undto ex.plliin fully the pollcy they were 
purr:ulng. Thl3 Cor:)minsionel."u, 11.owever, were rea sonable m.ell 
cnd .he tiloue;ll't such form.til . inst~ttctiona would be sUI>tl:rfluoua. ' . 

1~o ~ilGx~ndrowitoz sa1d 116 would hl;t·ve to i:.sk his Govern) 
Jilen"t fo.t" furtl10r inGtruotions sinoe he could no~ agree to tlle 
s1.f"P.ature · of· the Protocol in its present tOl'!no He dt)5ply 
:i:'oGX'6tted the rei'usal 'otthc other 'Governments ... to agroe to 
tlle ·siSl.!.(.lture of anintarprotivu letter suah c:.ahe -had Q~eg0sted. 
He was .r:ltld to l"JlOW thtlt, it his GoverIltisnt should finally t.lgl"6S 
to air),l ~th.o ]). tocol, the j;olisn repreaentutive ' in Brussels 
would be anti ~iled to a hGbring before the 'l'rlpartite Comra.iasion .. 
ilC would, ho >Inver, like SO?iO h'~ltton assuranoe 'tiLWt this l, .. 'Ould 
bo the ~tifJa; · llld iW thougllt that an. bgr,aad I'ceora ot the dis­
oussion vjhicn had tti.ken pla C6 ,'~ould be suffici ent for his 
purpose und of groat a:Jslst~noa to ~he l.;ollsh OQvcrn.t·~enta He 
86iced if tll~ utlle~:s \,louJ:d agree tel t.t11B. 
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~Jl~l e ~:~ t . rJ1l1.::m"lj ,." 01: tn 0 ~rHltEjd StatU f:i or ,:UZ\ar :.cn ~ th® 
,:·::e!,';.ull .t~o ",,::, Q],io '·ill .' t ile Unite!} (~:1.nt:;<lom. ,)f :,;'rf'~lt Bi· l ~:' f.d.n u 0'1 
·: r()-1-h "' .... .... ·j"~· ""' · ' < '·.ld I , ·j' ·.oiVj · f l ';" , "'" X ",of·"""'·"··:·'d· t") .,C) ~t~;'\.,.t..... ;1,-, ...1.' i"'d·. I,i~ .t · 'i,.,t. .i _ _ o;. A - •• _ .."""1 J..\,I "".I~ ..,.;..., · v ,~;-" tl .... e.A ~ .,~~ l.~.;.u.t.4.'\_' - ,)I f-' _.lJ'U _ .. _'WI 

~ ·:-ove ::T.illl~L"" '~ ef.l!Jl.: o X'he /~ lIl) on tue; one Imnd, ~,u.dthc i~O~OrlmH.')li :' 
(11' i'o la.I1'~·~ /) oro. tll~ fj';;.' lei- ~ ;'~'ive through tHG ?mtl ~)rBl ,:;;u (-;d duly 
CJritlJ(h:t5l"Ot~ :'!.'Pl'S t·> ll'tf., :;lv':Hi) f.lt:<;l'as(l ::18 1'011 0'.10:'" 

It: ~hlaJ:;,6 ,c;.::lf:,d. l r :'H) :) iv(J a pl'oportioIl31 :::; l1nre of .t;h e 801d 
d lnt~rl but e ', ~ ':" I!.I' SU(:.Hl't to ,P.r"X"t III of the .Hc::-ee<1l011t ()Ii. Htapur ~"" 
i:-ion f r o ';, 1 .~ C3· l ,QY'.Ji , Q \l t~~l. i;;l :t::to>tabllsllr:,u3nt 0:':' arL Int A ,." ,.11i~d 
hop~ :r(.lt i 0n:J . . :; cno y E.\'Hl on j~ho Hacti t\J:(,i~1!l of; JJne ,. ::-:y ',}ol ' 
;:.ig!1{Hl a t : lu:r:ia on ,J,mui:ll',r 14th!) 19l,,6, on. 'lihe !:i8lli . f-<iS:i.S a .; 
t..tH3 count r ). a 81grwt.nxy to tho t'mld ..1I.g:r.acwlent to t h<> e xt '~n'" 
t.(lEit lJ olc n \ CUJIl t:H3to '!J.l1.sn that ti definite ' ll?l.ount of mone''::' ~j' ''r 
g ) l d bel~).n:·; :i.l1g t.o it ~ .vus J,,(JQtod by UC1'pl.arlYH o X' ii a t C 1~y t :lm$l 
af l;cr 12th ! .tlroh J.9~j J Wt'''3 v'lrongfully j~ (~no'v'0 d i nto ; j.e:)J......ILan 

ttH'ritory" 

2 ,~ J\:>hmd '::la'n~l"'e a '}~n the arrancam'3nt for tIle rOlJt:ttution {I . 

rl . t1net~r'y go ' d s a t fo:~" th :In Part III of' tIlt) s:tc')rel,l ention,&d 
J I .irr~l f.~,u=a .n:·G t .:U:l oeoJ.<n -' is t lwt. the l)ortiPll of'th ~ i;1one t ury eol " 
a ; ~ :I" }.3..J\2; ~c i t. un~e.x' the .i i(';1'1.H~i:nant 1. S tl(l 0 19,,... iet';. in 'fu....l se t J.,8 ­

f .- ,:.Itl :)l1 o :? rJ .1 i'oliDh cl-dmo against G""T!ilaiay :~or :r '$ st.itu~;i c :J. 
(.;:,~ monat.n ; :~;i L{; l tJ. <> 

.3" ~oltl n.d :'.: 0 0 ·.. uts t
.. 

Lt~ a,j,,~ri.l :ngamsntB whlch lm v,,j bee',1 i;}r wilJ. 
1) ( ~ I'1~1 d(~ by 'U),O :'~11 1e6 Gove:r-nmanta oonr.H;irne o. fGr th'3 1.mJllemoll'/.j :';; = 
t:<on of t .1(. i:lf'IJl-asald arrm:v.:;eruant. 

tene ~ ~L,! J...ondon this d~y of 19t8 t 1.;:1 t he 
J~ :' : a t.iQ .f :l.' ~moil lIH lgUCl.{'/.l8 9 both te~to owt.n g equ-i'll l y auth:J~ ~'io·W;ll .:;lh 
l:i! a 13ing -" oopy 'ilFhi !:;;!!. shHl1 be d6IJooi tad 1. ;~.t11 thl3 ,J I)VGrm.ueH·:', 
of '~ll-:! UJ.l: .t:d {.i.nt-';'oo.c, eHl(1 ',) 7..' \V.hiO:l oert1ti ,, (1. COIJiELl . i;~all. bn 
lOo);l!.1muiout~j to '(jhc i;; l; hoI' ~3:lgnotory Uovor.w.l·:?,nts. 

b'or the lro"l8l'lUJWnt of the United 1':ln~ ~dom ot 
G)~ :~E.tt Britu:in tll1dr<ol"thern Ireland: ' 
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HESTRICTED- 2273 

1:'rl0E LONDON secretary of St~t6 
D... /l'};; June 8",1948 
;.,~c vD J'une 11 {\ .2~ 2·g 

..\ .... 1200 

~I(jshlngton 

Subject: ~olish Gold Talks 

At a meeting held on June ?, 1948 in the office 
of !.lrn lJ,,";oli-.L .. Haviland s head 01' the Gerrl18n GGneral 
Boonomio Department t Foreie..Il Office, representatives 
of the Embassy D ]'oreign Uffice a.nd French E.mbassy dis~, 
cussed with reprsoentCltlves of the Polish Embassy ths 
proposed I'rotocol reg8:i:'ding :Joland' s adherence to the 
arrangement f'or the restitution of monetary gold set 
forth in l>ert III of the Final l~Ct of the Paris Conft~r= 
ence on Reparation (Embassy~s te1egre~ 24Jh, Jun~ 3 to 

0the Depal"tment, 89 to Brussels, 46 tO~tarsaw) . 

j 'lt this Dlse1jlng a l'8prosentati va of the Foreign 
Office explained 1jO the J:olish represe.ntativa that it 
had been agreed by the United States, Fl'snch and British. 
Governments t!lflt an intEll"pretatlva latter indictiting 
that l)oland'would not be disoriminated against .if' it 
becam.e a lilember of the monettlTlJ gold pool wa s unneces­
sary and undesirable, but that he could assure his 
Governrnen.t that it would not be discriminated against 
as a participant in the :pohl. 

rrhe l-'olish representutiva expressed his disappoint­
Ulent in the decis.lon and proceeded to argue "'lihe two 
points Which he hud S(3t forth at previous .meetings: 
(1) i;,hat Poland wIshed to have paragraph :3 of "Ghe proI,osod 
.Protocol omitted, and (2) thlit It wished to B.uhere to 
resulut10n 8 annezed to tl:l.e ]1'1no1 1-~ot 01' tlle :earis Con­
ference on Repar8tion. 

In oonnec"!;ion VJith point (l) it 1iVt!S eX'phdned to 
tIle Polish repre.';,Bntative that. parae;raph 3 h~d been in= 
serted in the proposed Protocol in order to make oertain 
thHt the work of ··the ri'ripartite Commission du.x'lng the 
Pbst tlvo years should not be upset 0 Upon his insistenc(3? 
hm'i6ver, that Poland ~t lees-t sb.ould have C:ln oppor·tunit;i 
to state its oase !)afore the 'Ilripartite Commlssion should 
it deeide to join the 'pool J the PolistJ. relJres6D.tetive 
was assured that J,:'oland would have full opportt.mity '1;0 

present ! 
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present its case and would reoeive a re~soned reply trom 
tlle Oommission. It vms clearly indtcated to him, how­
ever, that under the proposed Protoool Poland would have 
to aocept the arranBements in the same way as It~ly and ~ 
.Austria, and thtit as he was aware the decision regard··
ins the definition of "momrtary gold" might VJell be in 
the negative. The ~olish representQtive, apparently 
anxious to be able to report something favorably back 
to ~larsawp then requested that a letter aooompany the 
Protocol which would assure roland that it vrouldhave 
full opportunity to present its 08se. This did not 
appear desirable, und it ;.-.'88 fin<illy agreed that pos sibly 
a copy of the minutes of the meeting might be suffioient. 
These lAinutes are to be ~xepared in the first instance 
by the Foreign Office. 

On the second point, ..' olund t s adherence to resolution <5:) 
it was pointed out to tIle }lolish representative that this 
resolution was reOOlIli.llf;mdatory only ~ <ind tha tit bPplied to 
the Ii'inal 110t as a whole f3.nd not just to Part III» since 
·t.he members of the 'l'ripartite Commission l:1re quit.e differ­
ent trom the signatory e;overnmants of the }loto '1lhe Polish 
represGntative 'then re quested fI 1.et tar )e.r1'!'} t t.ln3 Pol c:< nd to 
adhere to the resolution on the unasl'stendlng that it 
would enjoy under 1t \matever privileges mi6ht be aooorded 
beoause of it to the other partioipants in the poolo This 
suggestion could not bo agreed to sinoe, as it was explained 
to the Polish representative, ona ot the basic reasons for 
not inolud1ng an interpretative letter had been to keep 
a complicated situation trom beooming more sOo rl letter 
suoh as Poland was 8ugeesting oould potentially be similarly
confusing • 

.,t the oonol usion of the meetlnG ~ the Polish repressnts = 
tive stated that lu, "117ould have to oommunioate with his 
Govarru lent befor e he could inform the other three GoVel'llment ·~ 
vJhether h1s Goverru:lent would t under the circurostano.es out­
lined at the meeting , a u horlze him to sign tl1e l 'rotoool 
wIthout any 1ntarpret lv~ documents. 

DOUGLAS 
FPBartlett/mw 

Copies to Brussels and. 'jersaw 

R~STHICTED 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

1(&7 5, ·1948E - Mr. ae.1n.'e11l 

FN - Mr. Fletcher 

,Poll.h Gold alala ~. 

In aomp~1anc. w1th '0u.r telephone requ••i, plea.e tind 
,a.ttaohed oopl•• ot two departmental notes C-IS iubJect matter 
addre.sed to the Pollah Ambas••dor. 

Poland hal submitted het" ola1m fol" ,,<bout 140,000 kllogr a 
( 65 .1llloR) or gold to the Tripartite Gold OOJUlt••1Oft, 
Brussels. 'l'h. Comml••10n has made a tinal decl.1on to (118S1low 
130,~a2 k110grul ... not c,?Yered by its d.eflnltlon of Monet r y 
old and 1s oont14erlng ~. pos~lbly yal14 ?,259 k1le , am e 

8 inlll1on) out of thl1 01a1ll. (In an othe·l" eable from -
Brus••f, the tlgure reported 1. 6#665 kl10g:r~ til.) 

The Foll'h claim aleo 1.nclude4 a.n, addl tl.onal amount of 
about .,000 lit11oi""l.. 1D the n..... ~ 'fbI Dan,ii cla1Jn 
by t'lnaldeola1on ot the Commission val a1 owed to tbe ••tent 
of 3,82l kilogram. ( •• 1 ml111onr,e . the published 
flgure or Danr.1g gold reserve at. of August 939. The allot!'ient 
vai made uPO!1J)~artment inl'truotions not on PolaDd·. account 
'but III a let-aside for Danzig until . ' a ' .. decI8ion 
reg,~~ rding the poll tical Ita1;uI of Danzig 1e .ade. 

The Co_il.lon aannot 116ke any al~o••'1ea to Poland nor 
send her any formal notif1cation or e~planatlon betor. PG1~nd 
1m formally adm1 tte4 t ,o the Gol~_ Pot by .1101118' the "t,o 4.on 
~rotoool" which Includes a .ta. te~ent ot $l dh ereno. to the 
a.rrangement. ot Part III of the Pal"l. Reparations Agr••ment, 
to which Poland was no t co-.Igner. 

\ . \ 
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' ~ARTMENT OF THE ARM\ 

STAFF MESS~G.~ CENTER 


INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

SECR~T TOT 

PARAPHRASE .NOT RE QUl RED u HAND ~ AS SECRET CORRE SFONDENCE 
FER PARAS 511 and 60D. (1+) AR 380~5 

To: Chief of Staf'f .fo~ C C .~D 

CC·2971 23 J nugry 1948 

Reuy·ad .-iX- 93380o LLti t;e ' 11 llio:16" ary gel 'I -101d r-t 
Foreign Exch n.e Da~ oL itory 1s choduled f or dell~_ry on 
or or '..)f Tr- jpp.j?t:i.'Ge GoF COtil r' as t on,: ~.: 9U ' ge" t '-hat 'G l 1 
GG!'rnr.n . ec oJ.' d n i 'po s se~sion of FOJ."0 i p:n Exch.9nWi; D ep o.:J 'to:i: 'Y 
ref1 6'cting mOllet .... :, gold r.:'OiiGrnen i,~ s ::~ ell e.s Pl" u9s 1.sn lllint 
.rJ.ud Reic h:') BA. k rec ords be del i v~l"cd t o Tt'1p r ti t e Geld 
Gommiss i on r=t gPl Ins t l"ee e ~lpt 1'>1 o vid l ag f or J.'d 'turn to \ PiG-US of' 
record B I).pon d ·,mand ., This ~lQJ.ld f a c J 1 " t A te t b '-" ir at d~ 
of clp.. ll\ s such rtf::! Fol:lsh c l.q.i ii l'6'\C011 tl 11 su.)mi t t ed t o '·o ld 
C0Ul111i3 s :s'on f'or gold ] Dot e i11' ol .CJ,nd " .. Pz>e l 1min~ ry eJCP.ll1il f1. = 

ti on of tIle s , ~ 'ecord l! ll1d lc~ 'i:.1.:> 8 possibility th,q'G c 91"'i:.1;in 
::i.mount of mon.e 'c .!'! gol- m'gh t h~. \J ;;. b e en l o:rGGcI PolancL 
. hOI"DUF h exatilins t:;,o ot' j." e(;or '.j g n ot possibl e h~re b~h.... ::w 8 e 
of person.nel shi.') );~ ·;; I3 .:~e . Fle.'!lse Rd lJi .... e '. 

End _ Of __ AfDIRS 

JAN 2 719~8 
DIVISION Of,.- OCCUPIED ,AREAS 

t O~MIC AfFAIRSDEPARTMENT Of STAlE ~ ,
( , , JAN 2 71948 

ACTI ON: CAD D~PARTME.Nl OF SlATE 
CAD state) ~ OUS~ Po 

DT'G 23 1'744Z va 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAn~5 INFORJAA1'lO~ AFFECTING 
NATIONAL DEFENSE OF lHi UNITED STATES WITHHI 
MEANING OF THE ltS!' IONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C. 31 A j l;, • 

ITS TRANSMISS ION :.! 2S1¥"...r;£:~ELATI O iil OF ITS r r· . 
;NANY MANNER TO 1.!i :: .;,'l ~ !1: i' . c E.,) FE~SON r 
.. TED BY LAW. ' 

c') 0 
COpy NO. 

"po .6-111-:;8108- 1 THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COpy OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 
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INCOMING TEl,GRAM' 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE-DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS TELEGRAPH BRANCH 

LE 
OCD 

SECRET 

4 Control L~531 

Act1on: om Rec f d .j';:Ulu.ary 16, 19!~8 
Into I 9:17 a.l:11. 
SS 
UE 
C London 

I,AA 
.. . . . :"l .., .~ "1AS TO: Secretary of State 1.' , l IJ \ ', " ,0 EUR 

CIA us URGEN'r 
DOL 
ITP POlE'S advised paragraph three gold protocol mtlst 
FC stand. (EMBSr.('EL 133, Jl:.m;ary J..~ to DE',partment
DCR repeated Bl"ussels 2, War m1 It.) Hot\fGV81" Poles 

greatly concerned over 5tatuB in pool reiterating they 
accept past arr'angements of' tl"':i,pal"ti,te cmmniss:ionj) 
don It i,\Tan-c any rj.ghts otl:.3l" member's don I t have but 
do t>mnt equal right tdth, membei"s inclucUng ~90ssibili ty 
of questioning fu.ture tripartite compnc-cs. 

In. :('epeated length;y- and ~xCel1ent lega l a:r'gumen'(; Polas 
hsv :: rais(~d hithGrto Un.collBtdered poInts of leg,~l 
rights, etc. Poles assert ae~!'eement ejtpressed 
verbally in recent Foreign, Office meetings that Poles' 
have right to t"--'>ipar'ctte cOr.!.7ilission hearing on the:lr 
October ' 25 note and equal rlght tvi th o 'chG}? members to 
questioning tl:tth:ln cOlG'I11ssion futuT'e a cts of cOl'nmission 
not poss:lble unc1eI' strtctly legal lnte rpr>e"Gatlon 
p a r a graph th:rce. Accol"dingly Poles T'fJqu0ste d lette,r be 
pl"e13ented '('Jith protocol more exactly c;tat:Lng rights 
Pole s do have. Iilore:i.gn Office, etc. \iiell av-w.re Poles 
t,jill pursue such rights to I1m1..i:; and necessity care­
:['ully cons:'Lderll1g advisabl J.i ty ~:uc:h lotter. Draft 
test ' follows soonest posstble. 

'ref;~; prot.()(~ol vdthout phl",lS8 "without prejudice, etc. g 

agreed ~Tith Poles (DEPTEL 111.11" Janu,ax-;;r 15, to London; 
l""epeated 51!, B.l"USSf31s.) Telegraphing text ttJarS[Ht!. 

SECRE'll 

INFORMATION COpy 
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,PROTOCOL 

The 	Governments of the United States of America, the 
'French Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, hereinafter referred to as "the lilied 
Governments concerned," on the one hand, and the Government 
of Poland, on the other, have through the undersigned duly 
empowered representatives, agreed as follows:­

1. Poland shall receive a proportional share of the 
gold distributed pursuant to Part III of the Agreement on 
Reparation from Germany, on the Establishment of an Inter­
Allied Reparation Agency and on the Restitution of Monetary 
Gold signed at Paris on 14th January, 1946, on the same basis 
as the countries signatory to the said Agreement to the extent 
that Poland can establish that a definite amount of monetary 
gold belonging to it was looted by Germany, or at any time 
after 12th March, 1938, was wrongfully removed into German 
territory. 

2. Poland adheres to the arrangement for the restitu­

tion of monetary gold Bet forth in Part III of the afo~emen­


tioned Agreement and declares that the portion of the mone­

tary gold accruing to it under the Agreement is accepted in 

full satisfaction of all Polish claims against Germany for 

restitution of monetary gold. · 


3. Poland accepts the arrangements which have been or 

will be made by the Allied Governments concerned for the 

implementation of the aforesaid ~rrangement. 


Done in London this 6th day of July, 1949, in the 

English and French languages, both texts being equally 

authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited with 

the Government of the United Kingdom and of which certified 

copies· shall be communicated to the other signatory Govern­

ments. 


For 	the Government of the United States of' America: 

J. C. HOLMES. 

For 	the Government of the French Republic: 

R. MASSIGLI. 

For 	the Government of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland: 

ERNEST BEVIN. 

For the Government of Poland: 

JERZY MICHALOWSKI. 
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r- ,hUlla hnnMwt be, _ refer to tQ 

.qu.ati...·tt·. f ....aJ>clK to t .. 'b;r tJae Tripartite 

C..uasloa t. tJae ..eti~utiOJl of .anar:v .Gold 
. . 

....erabc ·the ~.-l rec1ltratioa 0' the but, 

dd exHJn of .'a ·' to ....tal7 ,ol4 foaM oa' 
a.rua te1'r1t.., - ad haw the hOJlOQJ' to Alait 

to the (l....nae.t of the hi:t.4 State, of ....ric. 

tMb~1e•• eta the 1RIb~.et u4 to reqP.t t~ . . 

to the a-. 

~u FeUall GwtnUP ha.... alreaq had 

the opporlua1V.t "queatbg tlbeiJ' part1oi.pation 

U the ~·atr1b11U_ of the ...taJ"7 ,old t~ :la 

Genu7 la ..eorcJaue withtlW Itlpulatiou ot 

tlw I'hal ....t ot the hr1a Cater...... bpara' ­

tio.. which prCJride. tlw all.,..tloa of the add 

,014 to d..,po!1e4 eoutrl•• U 1"....1tu1;1_ fd 

theb ,old ta a. ratio carr••pa4Ug to the 1018e' 

llUatahei b renlt 01 l00tiq or wr-cM rellov:al 

et their ,old tq .....,.. 'hq haTe eulaitt.. 'tbir - . 

• J.tw,. i». ut.. deliv.I'M in Ootoar 1946 to the 

Go...~n. at th. -11a1t.4 Itate••f aerica., the 

VaiW -1ba4ta u4 hue. aDd to the b:l.puUt. 

Oauai.8iOA tor tl» a.at:1tutioJl ot JIout&l7 Gold :lJa 

BruaHlJ. oa 
.' 

the 1:1&,18 tt par. D. ·part m of til. 

~'-- -.--...--­

BIS UCET.JB)I:J 

'l'HI 10i00lU.BI& 
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glater at the ..... 'the their ola1ll to ~e ,014 :re.. 

1l09'''' Iv' t_ Ge1'll&JlB trca tu' -1aJik va. Daui&. aai 
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h the treatr of 'fer..m •• (put. 100) 

2. Pti.aJId .. a ~r ot tha -laDle va. 

!he Mi. o-v..JIt expre•• tH hope tllat 

the &~-Fe...t.cl cJ.a.1Ju of lolamd" ta Tin or 
Pel.aBd huU& ntfered ....oq. 1..... ·a all . 

jcnd••, bd.1Id1Ja& ber ~tl nUn•• rill ie tiaka 

uto laT.-able cou1deratioa and her atudpoiat 

IUppartecl br the 1JII1ted ftateaGo'ftr-ent. 

Th. Polish Gonnaeat haTe the hoaour to 

Gcweraeat. of tH tlaited lillidca &lid the bench 

RepabUo. 

Wareaw, the 12th of ~1.l1947. 
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April I, 1947 

CONTROL COUNCIL 

DEFINITION OF THE TEru~ "RESTITUTIONtf 

1. The question of restitution of property removed 
by the Germans from Allied countries must be examined, in 
all casesi in light of the ,Declaration of JHnuary 5th, 
1943. 

2. Restitution will be limited, in the first in­
stance, to identifiable goods which existed at the time 
of occupation of the country concerned and which have 
been tvk?n by the enemy by force from the territory of 
the country. 

Also falling under measures of restitution are 
identifi.o.ble goods produced during the period of occupa­
tion and which have been obtained by force. 

All other property removed by the enemy 1s el ­
igible for restitution to the extent consistent with repa­
rations. However, the United Na tions retain the right 
to receive from Germany compensation for this other property 
removed as reparations. 

3. As to goods of a unique character, restitution of 
whi.ch is impossible, a special instruction will fix the 
categories of goods which will be subject to replnce­
tnpnt, the nat.ure of these replacements, and the condi­
ti.ons under which such goods could be replaced by equiva­
lent objects. 

4. Relevant tr~nsportation expenses within the 
pre.sent German fi:!ontiers and any repairs necessnry for 
proper transportation including the necessary manpower, 
material and organization, are to be borne by Germany 
and are included in restitutions. Expenses outside 
Germany are 'borne by the recipient c0untry. 

5. The Control Council will deal on all questions 

of restitution with the Government of the Country from 

which the objects were looted~ 


Approved at Berlin 21 January 1946 	 ~ppendix 'A' to 
CONL/p( 46) 3{Revise). 
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1333, October 10, 2 p.m. b~P4Rnt:;:;n Of c;"\~ 


FOR GA FROM DORR 

One~ Gold Commissioners have received from Polish Le­
~ation Brussels note averring total1ty POlish monetary gold
tJe:":'tnany looted and assuming Commisaioll will entertain claims 
nov bein~ prepared in detail. 

Tvo. In view DEL3EC 4817 to Dept September 25. please 
instruct whether Poland should be told CA} she viII partici ­
pate and should submit claim (B) decision her participation 
still undecided but to 3ubmit claim (e) Gold Commission 
cannot decide partici~ation and communication should be 
addressed US, UK~ France. Any indication that matter of 
Polish partiCipation still undetermined might lead Yugoslavia 
to press for Assembly decision on all participations on claim 
TARA countries are "allied govts concerned". 

Three. Doubt decision gold pot participation can be much 
:. '~Inger postponed anytilay. Believe Commission may be queried 
re non-lARA part1cipations when gold questionnaire goes out 
~~eg8rdless our Polish r·eply. .Dept may 'Wish consider 'Whether 
~reterable to be prepared i~ necessary propose agreed US, UK, 
French list of participants rather than deal with single 
~ases in fortuttoul3 order. 

Repeated 3ECDEL Paris for Thorpe 166 . 
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The Paris Agreement on Reparation From Germany 


Article by JOHN B. HOWARD 1 

THE EIGHTEEN-POWER Paris Conference on Repa­
ration was in session from November 9 to De­

cember 21, 1945. It was convened upon the invi­
tation of the Governments of the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and France, as the powers 
occupying the three western zones of Germany. 
The other participating countries were Albania, 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Den­
mark, Egypt, Greece, India, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, the Union of 
South Africa, and Yugoslavia. James W. Angell, 
United States representative on the Allied Com­
mission on Reparation-Germany, was the Dele­
gate of the United States at the Conference. D. 
Maynard Phelps, deputy United States repre­
sentative on the Allied Commission was Deputy 
Delegate. 

The Paris Conference recommended to the par­
ticipating governments the adoption of the Paris 
Agreement on Reparation.!.! This agreement was 
signed on January 14, 1946 by a'sufficient number 
of governments to bring it into force on that date 
and has now been signed by all of the 18 gov­
ernments which participated in the Paris Con­
ference. 

I 

The basic program of the United States and its 
Allies for the satisfaction of their reparation 
claims against defeated Germany is contained in 
two complementary agreements-the tripartite 
Potsdam Agreement 8 of August 2, 1'945 and the 
IS-power Paris Agreement on Reparation of Jan­
uary 14, 1946 resulting from the Paris Confer­
ence on Reparation. 

At the Potsdam Conference the Governments 
of the United States, the Union of Soviet So­
cialist Republics, and the United Kingdom agreed 
upon the principles of a plan for the exaction of 
reparation which formed an integral part of a 
coordinated Allied political and economic pol­
icy toward Germany. The World War I con­

ception of reparation as the maximum obtain­
able financial compensation in fixed sums of 
money for the staggering costs of wax to the 
Allies was abandoned. The application of this 
conception had actually transferred much of the. 
real buI'denof German reparation to the Al­
lies, in the form of repudiated loans. Instead, 
the Potsdam Agreement established two major. 
new principles. First, it was agreed that the 
primary objective should be the establishment 
of military and economic security against renewed 
German aggression, not the maximizing of repara­
tion receipts. Second, it was agreed that repara­
tion should be paid by Germany in kind, rather 
than in cash, the payment in kind to be made out of 
such German assets as would, if left under German 
control, constitute an economic base for future ag­
gression by Germany but would, if received as 
reparation, hasten the economic recovery of the 
United Nations. The total amount and dura­
tion of reparation and, to some extent, the char­
act~r of the reparation assets to be made avail­
able by Germany were not fixed in advance but 
were made depend~nt upon subsequent determina­
tions to be reached by the Control Council for 
Germany with respect to the establishment of the 
German economy on a peaceful basis. 

Agreement was also reached at Potsdam upon a 
plan for the division of German reparation assets 
between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and Poland, on the one hand, and the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and other countries 
entitled to reparation, on the other hand. Under 
this plan and subsequent decisions the principal 

1 Special Adviser to James W. Angell, U. S. representa­
tive on the Allied Commission on Reparations for Germany 
and U. S. Delegate to the Paris Conference on Reparation. 
Mr. Howard also acted subsequently as alternate to the 
U. S. Delegate to the Inter-Allied Reparation Agency. 

2 For text of the Paris Agreement on Reparation, see 
BULLETIN of Jan. 27, 1946, p. 114. 

• For text of the Potsdam Agreement, see BULLIllrIN of 
Aug. 5, 1945, p. 153. 
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assets out of which the reparation claims of the 
countries in the latter group are to be satisfied 
include: 

1. German enemy assets within the jurisdiction 
of these countries. 

2. German external assets within the countries 
which remained neutral in the war against 
Germany. . 

3. 75 percent of the industrial capital equip­
ment to be removed from the western zones of 
Germany .. 

4. Two thirds of the German merchant marine.a 

5. The commodities to be delivered by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (referred to here­
after as Russian reciprocal deliveries) in ex­
change ' for receipt of 15 percent of the industrial 
capital equipment to be removed from the western 
zones of Germany.6 

At the Paris Conference on Reparation the gov­
erning principles and the mechanism were estab­
lished for the division of these reparation assets 
among the 18 governments which participated in 

'Of the 25 percent which is to be allocated to the U.S.S.R 
and Poland, 10 percent represents reparation to these coun­
tries and 15 percent is to be paid for by the U.S.S.R. in 
food, raw materiJ;ils, and other products. 

• 'l'he Potsdam Agreement provided for equal distribution 
of the surrendered German mer'chant marine among the 
11.S.S.R., United States, and United Kingdom. It pro­
vided further that the U.S.S .R. would provide out of its 
share for Poland and that the United States and United 
Kingdom would provide, from their shares, appropriate 
amounts for other Allied countries whose merchant ma­
rines have suffered heavy losses in the war against Ger­
many. The ships allocated to the United States and United 
Kingdom, in accordance with their respective one-third 
shares, have been made available by these countries to the 
Inter-Allied Reparation Agency, referred to belOW, for 
distribution by the Agency among the 18 member gov­
ernments in accordance with the principles of alloca­
tion established in the Paris Agreement. 

• Although the Potsdam Agreement does not expressly 
so provide, it has been decided that Russian reciprocal de­
liveries stiould constitute a source of reparation to the 
coulltries other than U.S.S.R. and Poland. 

T For text of the report on the Crimea (Yalta) Confer­
ence, see BULLETIN of Feb. 18, 1945, p. 213. 

8 Repara tion assets were diV~d into two categories 
because of the 'decision of the United States, discussed 
below, not to claim so large a share of Industrial equip­
ment as of other forms of reparation assets and because 
of the greater administrative convenience of allocating 
individual items of reparation in accordance with sepa­
rate shares for these two categories .. . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE BULLETIN 

the conference. Arrangements are under consider­
ation whereby certain other governments which are 
enti tIed ' to recei ve reparation from Germany and 
which did not participate in .the conference will 

. meet their reparation claims from German ex­
ternal assets within their several jurisdictions. 

II 

Several major results were achieved by the 
Paris Conference and by the Paris Agreement: 

1. Agreement was reached among the 18 gov­
ernments on their respective shares in all assets 
available to these governments collectively as 
reparation from Germany. 

In the establishment of reparation shares the 
Paris Conference was guided by the principle, 
agreed upon at the Yalta Conference of February 
1945,7 that reparation Jrom Germany should be 
received in the first instance by those countries 
which have borne the main burden of the war, 
have suffered the heaviest losses, and have organ­
ized victory over the enemy. To insure the at­
tainment of an equitable distribution of repara­
tion assets in the light of this principle, the 
conference examined extensive data submitted by 
the participating governments relating to their 
reparation claims against Germany. The data 
covered a numbe.r of categories such as war dam­
age, war expenditures, costs of German occupa­
tion, man-years spent in the armed forces and 
war production, and loss of life. The sum total 
of claims for direct damage, war expenditures, 
and occupation costs alone . amounted to almost 
$300 billion, an amount obviously tremendously 
in excess of the total value of any probable avail­
able German reparation assets. 

This statistical data necessarily provided much 
of the basis for determining the relative sizes of 
the reparation shares of the several countries. 
Nevertheless, it was clear to the delegates to the 
conference that no single formula could be de­
vised which would adequately take into account 
the statistical non-comparability of the different 
categories of losses and the numerous non-statis­
tical factors inherent in the Yalta principle for the 
equitable division of reparation ass~ts. 

The reparation shares agreed upon assign sep­
arate percentage shares to each government in 
two different categories of reparation assets. B One 
category, designated A, includes all reparation 
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assets 0 except industrial and other capital equip­
ment removed from Germany and merchant ships 
and inland water transport.' The latter types of 
assets comprise the other category, designated B. 
These percentage shares for the 18 governments 
are as follows: 

Table of Shares 

Percentage share 
Country Oategory A Oategorv B 

Albania ..... ... O. O~ 0.35 
United States; of America . . ....... '. 28. 00 11.80 
Australia ........... .... .. 0. 70 0 . 9~ 

Belgium . ... .. .... .. ...... . . 2.70 4.~0 

Canada ... . . ... .. . ... . . . 3. 110 1. 150 
Denmark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.211 0.3~ 
Egypt . . .... . .............. 0.05 0. 20 
France .. ....... ... .... .... . 16. 00 22.80 
United Kingdom ... ...... . . ... . 28. 00 27.80 
Greece ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.70 4 . 3~ 
India . .... .. .... .. ..... . .. , 2.00 2.90 
Luxembourg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. O. 15 0.40 
Norway . ... . .' . . . . . . . .. 1. 30 1. 90 
·New Zealand.. .. .... . .. ..... . 0.40 0.60 
Netberlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.90 11.60 
Czecbosiovilkia .. . ..... . ..... . . 3. 00 4.30 
Union of Soutb Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . O. 70 O. 10 
Yugosiavla : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.60 9.60 

100.00 100.00 

The reparation receipts to which the United 
States is entitled, as a consequence of its percent­
age shares as shown above and of the special pro­
visions of the Paris Agreement applying to 
German external assets and to receipts of German 
merchant ships, may be summarized as follows: 10 

(a) All German external assets within the ju­
risdiction of the United States, estimated at some 
$200 million; 

(b) 28 percent of German external assets in 
neutral countries; 

(c) A share of German merchant shipping pro­
portionate to the relative tonnage losses of the 
United States; 11 

(d) 11.8 percent of industrial and other capital 
equipment removed from the western zones of 
Germany and made available to the governments 
participating in the Paris Conference; and 

(e) 28 percent of the value of all other German 
assets made available for reparation to these gov­
ernments, including such assets as Russian recip­
rocal deliveries. 

At the Paris Conference the United St.ates did 
not claim so large a percentage share of industrial 
equipment as of other types of reparation assets; 
This decision was based on the fact ~t the early 
receipt. of such equipment is especially important 
to the war-devastated countries 0.£ Europe, 
whereas the United States, as a capital exporting 

1025 

nation, has only a limited interest in such equip­
ment. The share of the United States is large 
enough to cover equipment which may be removed 
from Germany as reparation in which there are 
private American pre-war financial interests of a 
substantial character,I2 and also to make possible 
the receipt of a relatively small volume of special 
items likely to be desired by the United States and 
its nationals. Canada and the Union of South 
Africa likewise decided at the Paris Conference 

. not to claim so large a share of industrial equip­
ment as of other types of reparation assets. It is 
quite likely, in view of the restricted class of Ger­
man industrial equipment and of German mer~ 
chant ships which the United States will wish 
to receive as reparation, that the United States 
will not submit requests to lARA to the full extent 
of its share of these items, 

• The Potsdam Agreement does not determine whether 
current production and labor shall be regarded as sources 
of reparation. The agreement does provide, however, 
that the proceeds of exports from current production 
and stocks shall be available iil the fil'st place for pay­
ment for imports. The reparation shares. aSSigned at 
the Paris Conference have been adjusted in recognition 
of the benefits accruing from past use and ' the then an­
ticipated future use by the partiCipating governments of 
German prisoner-of-war labor., 

,. In order that countries, such as the United $tates and 
Canada, which decided not to claim so large a share of 
industrial equipment as of other forms of reparation as­
sets, should not be penalized in their receipt of other assets 
as the result of these decisions, section G of article lof 
part I of the Paris Agreement was adopted. Under this 
section such a country, in accounting for receipts of mer­
chant ships and of German external assets within its 
jurisdiction, is entitled to regard its Category B percentage 
share of ships as equal to its larger Category A percentage 
share and to charge olf excess external assets (as provided 
in section E of the same article) against the additional 
share to which the country would have been entitled if its 
share in Category B were equal to its Category A per­
centage share, The statements in paragraphs a and c in 
the text are based on the United States percentage of 
losses of ships amI on a reasonable assumption regard­
ing the minimum total value of industrial equipment 
removals envisaged by the Potsdam Agreement. Para­
graph b results from section C of articie 1, part I, of 
the Paris Agreement. 

11 The Paris Agreement provides that the German mer­
chant ships available as reparation to the Signatory gov­
ernments shaH be distributed among them in proportion 
to the respective over-ail losses of merchant shipping, on 
a gross· tonnage basis, of the Signatory governments and 
their nationals through acts of war. 

12 See the allocation principle discussed below, which 
gives priority to a claimant country having a substantial 
interest in industrial equipment remo'i'ed from Germany. 
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In order to insure an equitable distribution of 
individual items of industrial equipment among 
the several governments, within the limits of their 
respective reparation shares, and to promote the 
effective use of industrial equipment for recon­
struction purposes, the Paris Conference adopted 
certain general principles to govern the allocation 
of industrial equipment as reparation. One is that 
no government shall request allocation to it of 
industrial equipment except for use in its own 
territory or for use by its own nationals outside its 
own territory. A second principle adopted is that 
items of industrial equipment in which a country 
has a substantial pre-war financial interest shall 
be allocated to that country if it'so desires.l.1 
Under these principles, a property may not be 
requested merely for resale to another country; 
an~ if a property is removed from Germany in 
whICh a substantial American interest existed, 
that property will be allocated to the United 
St~tes upon its request, regardless of competing 
clann.ants, and may be relocated in western Eu­
rope or elsewhere under American ownership. 
The allocation of an item of industrial equipment 
between two or more countries having substantial 
interests in the item, or between claimant coun­
tries none of which has such an interest is to be 
guided by certain general criteria such as the 
urgency of need for economic rehabilitation , the 
extent of loss of similar property the relation 
of the item to the claimant country's 'pre-war econ­
omy and post-war development, requirements of 
countries with small shares for specific items and 
the maintenance o.f a reasonable balance a~ong 
the rates at..which the reparation shares of the sev­
eral claimant governments are satisQed. 

It is worth noting that although the reparation . 
shares assigned by the Paris Agreement are based 
in part on a consideration of private losses re­
sulting from war damage to property, as well as of. 
in part on a consideration of private losses re­
a public or general character, th~ allocation of 
German assets as reparation is made, not to the 
individual persons who suffered losses, but to the 
several governments involved. The compensation 
of private persons who hold claims against Ger­

" The term substantial is not defined by the Paris Agree­
ment, and the definition must be supplied by the Inter­
Allied Reparation Agency, which is responsible for the 
a llocation ot industrial equipment among the Signatory 
governments. . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE BULLETIN 

many arising out of the war is a matter for the 
several Allied governments, to be handled in ac­
cordance with their respective governmental pro­
cedures. It should also be noted that the repara­
tion . mechanism is independent of 'the procedures 
which have been agreed upon for the restoration, 
by way of restitution, of property which was 
looted ' by Germany and subsequently recovered 
and identified. 

2. Agreement was reached by the governments 
participating in the Paris Conference that their 
respective shares of reparations shall be regarded 
by each of them as covering all its claims and those 
of its nationals against the former German Gov­
ernment and its agencies arising out of the war. 
By virtue of this agreement the several govern­
ments undertook not to present reparation claims 
against Germany for satisfaction outside the 
framework of the reparation program envisaged 
under the Potsdam Agreement. This undertaking 
was without prejudice to the final determination 
of the total amount of reparation and the right 
each government may have in the final settlement 
of German reparation, which may become the sub­
ject of negotiations at the peace settlement with 
Germany. . 

3. The Paris Agreement also established the 
principle that no signatory government shall 
assert or support claims against any other signa­
tory government or its nationals in respect of 
property received by that government as repara­
tion. Accordingly, where a signatory government 
receives property in which other signatory gov­
ernments or their nationals have financial interests, 
the latter governments will not support any claims 
of their nationals, and will not assert any claims 
of their own, against the receiving government or 
its nationals. The giving of elear title to repara­
tion assets received, to which this principle con­
tributes, is desirable in order to help avoid years 
of complex litigation over such property in the 
courts of the recipient countries involving the 
nationals of other countries. Such litigation would 
engender friction, and the possible later assertion 
of claims against property removed might impede 
the reparation plant-removal program. 

4. The charter was written for an Inter-Allied 
Reparation Agency which would allocate specific 
items of German reparation among the member 
governments. All of the 18 governments which 
participated in the Paris Conference have since 
become members of the Agency, which has been in 
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operation several months with headquarters at 
Brussels.a 

5. Agreement was reached on a series of provi­
sions implementing the United Nations effort to 
remove all German foreign assets from German 
control. Each government shall hold or dispose of 
German enemy assets within its- jurisdiction in 
manners designed to achieve this end. In addi­[ 	 tion, each government undertook to charge the net 
proceeds of liquidation of all German enemyI 
assets within its jurisdiction against its reparation 
account and to provid~ the Inter-Allied Repara­
tion Agency with all information for which it asks 
as to the value of such assets and the amounts 
realized from their liquidation. 

It was further agreed that German assets in the 
neutral countries shall be liquidated or disposed of 
in accordance with the authority of the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and France, pursuant 
to arrangements to be negotiated with these coun­
tries. The net proceeds of such liquidation or 
disposition shall be made available to the Inter­
Allied Reparation Agency for distribution among 
the member governments on reparation account. 
Switzerland, the first neutral country to reach 
agreement on this subject with the United States, 
France, and the United Kingdom, has recently 
undertaken to make available 50 percent of the 
proceeds from German assets within Switzerland.15 

Similar negotiations are being or will be held with 
other neutral countries. 

6. A share of German reparation was allocated 
to the large number of non-repatriable victims of 
German persecution, who are not in a position to 
turn to an Allied government for present help 
through the reparation mechanism\ 

r 
I The group of non-repatriable pers-ons for whom 

this aid is intended, estimated to number hundreds 
of thousands, is made up, in part, of German and 
Austrian refugees and, in part, of nationals of 
countries formerly occupied by the Germans who 
were victims of Nazi concentration camps. All of 
this group have suffered severely from German 
action, and many have lost not only all their 
property but also their families, friends, and con­
nections in the wholesale massacres carried out by 
the Nazis. 

The share of reparation set aside to aid this 

"An article · in a follOwing Issue of the BULLETIN will 
describe the Agency and its role In the Allied reparation 
program. 

,. BULLETIN of June 2, 1946, p. 955. 

group of persons consists of all the non-monetary 
gold found by the Allied armed forces in Europe­
in particular the boxes of SS loot collected from 
Nazi crematories and composed primarily of 
tooth-fillings, rings, and other items removed by 
the Nazis from their victims-a sum of $25 mil­
~ion to be met out of the proceeds of German 
assets in neutral countries, and also assets in neu­
tral countries of victims of Nazi action who have 
since died and left no heirs. Representatives of 
the Governments of the United States, France, the 
United Kingdom, Czechoslovakia, and Yugo­
slavia are presently meeting in Paris to work out, 
as provided in the Paris Agreement, a general plan 
for the use of the fund thus to be made available. 
The fund is to be used to further the rehabilitation 
and resettlement of eligible persons and does not 
prejudice their claims against a future German 
Government for compensation or other benefits. 

7. Agreement was reached upon a method for 
the restitution of the monetary gold looted by or 
wrongfully removed to Germany and subsequently 
recovered by the United Nations. The bulk of the 
gold' recovered was captured by United States 
armed forces in Germany. The gold recovered is 
being restored to the countries from which it was 
looted or removed, in recognition of their right to 
restitution under the principles of the Allied 
Declaration on Axis Acts of Dispossession of 
January 5, 1943, and the United Nations Gold 
Declaration of February 22, 1944. These declara­
tions-particularly the Gold Declaration-warned 
the neutral countries that Germany was looting 
property in the occupied areas and that she had 
exhausted the legitimate gold reserve with which 
she had entered the war, with the result that gold 
offered to the neutrals after these declarations 
must, of necessity, have been looted. Under this 

. assumption, gold found iIi Germany by the Allied 
forces must likewise have been looted. 

The so-called "gold pot" principle of restitu­
tion was adopted, under which all monetary gold 
found in Germany by the Allied iorces, or re­
covered from a third country to which it was trans­
ferred by Germany, is to be pooled for distribution 
as restitution among the countries participating 
in the pool in proportion to their respective losses 
of gold through looting or by wrongful removal 
to Germany. The monetary gold thus accruing 
to a country will be accepted in full satisfaction 
of all its claims against Germany for restitution 

(Continued on page 105:n 
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Visit of Haitian Economist 
Francis Salgado, a distinguished lawyer and 

political economist and chairman of the Inter­
American Commercial Arbitration Commission 
in Haiti, is visiting the United States at the in­
vitation of the Department of State. He pur­
poses to confer wjth colleagues in the field of eco­
nomics and to study the past economic relations 
between Haiti and the United States and the 
possible development and improvement of future 
relations. 

As a specialist in political economy and finance 
he is prepared to lecture in American universities 
on either political economy, finance, or sociology, 
and thus to promote a better understanding be­
tween Haiti and the United States. 

Mr. Salgado will remain approximately six 
weeks in Washington, D. C., and then will visit 
universities in the northeast section of the United 
States. 

HOWARD-·Continued from page 1027. 

of monetary gold. This method of distribution 
was chosen because the losses of gold, amounting 
to over a half billion dollars, were far in ex­
cess of the gold recovered, and because the gold 
recovered was for the most part not identifiable. 
As a part of the agreement with Switzerland re­
ferred to, Switzerland has agreed to make avail­
able to the "gold pot" $58.1 million of gold, in 
recognition of the large amounts of gold she r~ 
ceived from Germany during the war. 

8. The Paris Conference adopted a unanimous 
resolution that, in the administration of benefits 
for war damage to property, each government 
shall in principle accord to the nationals of all 
the other participating governments treatment not 
less favorable than that accorded to its own na­
tionals. The important undertaking contained in 
this resolution will help to assure non-discrimina­
tory treatment of United States and other foreign 
nationals in the administration of compensation 
benefits by all the nations which participated In . 

the conference. 

III 

The agreements reached by the Paris Confer­
ence were achieved in a remarkable spirit of coop­
eration and good-will. On a number of occa­
sions during the 42 meetings and 6 weeks of con­

tinuous discussion, conflicts of interests threat­
ened the Conference with disunity and even com­
plete dissolution. Nevertheless, out of the desire 
of every delegate to reach agreement, conflicts 
were overcome through compromise, and an ex­
ceptional atmosphere of mutual understanding and 
common sense developed which prevailed during 
even the most serious crises and finally led the 
Conference to success. 

Informal discussions were held by the Ameri­
can, British, and French delegates to the Confer­
ence, both in advance of and during the confer­
ence, in order to obtain preliminary agreement on 
as many points as possible. Through these dis­
cussions it was possible to provide general guid­
anceto the work of the conference itself.. At the 
same time there was full participation by all 18 
delegates in the initiation of proposals, in the 
·drafting of final resolutions, and in the discussions 
of the conference. Unanimous agreement was 
sought on every point within the competence of the 
conference. With respect to matters within the 
competence of the Control Council for Germany, a 
number of non-unanimous resolutions were 
adopted by delegates who desired to adhere, and 
the delegates of the occupying powers undertook 
to bring these to the notice of their respective 
governments. 

The Congress 
II II 

Study of International Communications: Hearings 
Before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce, United States Senate, Seventy-ninth Congress, 
first session, pursuant to S. Res. 187 (78th Congress) 
(Extended by S. Res. 24-79th Congress), a resolution 
directing a study of international · communications by 
wire and radio. Part 2. Exhibits submitted by Federal 
Communications Commission, March 19-Apl·il 3, 1945. 
iii, 330 pp. 

Atomic Energy Act of 1946: Hearings Before the Spe­
cial Committee on Atomic Energy, United States Senate, 
Seventy-ninth Congress, second seSSion, on S. 1717, a bill 
for the development and control of atomic energy. Part 4. 
February 18, 19, and 27, 1946. Iii, 70 pp. 

Administrative Expenses in Government Departments. 
H. Rept. 2186, 79th Cong., to accompany H .R. 6533. 24 pp. 
[Favorable report.] 

Providing Support for Wool, Amending the Agricultural 
Marketing Agreement Act of H)37, and Providing for Wool 
Standards, and for Other Purposes. S. Rept. 1398, 79th 
Cong., to accompany S. 2033. 18 pp. [Favorable report.] 
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BY THE TRIPARTITE COWISSION FOR 

ON A CLAIM SUBMl'l"mD BY THE GOvm.tOIENT 

FOR 'lliE RESTITUTION OF 
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I 

CAT ION 

THE RESTITUTION OF WONETARY GOLD 

OF THE FOLISH RE...t:UBLIC 

1}8,718.5309 KGS OF FINE GOLD. 
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ADJUDICATION 


by the Tripartite Commission tor the Restitution of Monetary Gold 
(hereatter described as "the COIEisaion"), haTing its seat in 
Bruaws, 155 l'\l8 de la Loi, pursuant to Part III ot the Agreement 
on Reparation t;om. Ge~, on the Establishment of an Inter-Allied 
Reparation Agency and on the Restitution ot Konetar,y Gold, signed 
in Paris on 14 Ja.nuary 1946 (herearter described all "the Agreement") 
and the Commission's Terma ot Reterence publiabed, on 29 september 1946, 
in the Department ot state Bulletin, and, on 27 September 194.6, in the 
London Gazette and the Journal Otficiel de la Republique Francaise, 
on a claim subaiUed, pursuant to the abave4entioned Agxeement and 
Terms ot Reterence, by the Government ot the Republic ot Poland, 
(hereafter described as "the GoYenaent ot Poland"), tor the 
restitution ot 138,718.5309 (one hundred and thirt,y eight thousand 
S8Yen hundred and eigbteen.53(9)ldlogrems of fine gold. (1) & (11) 

The COIIDiseion, on l3){arch 1947, wrote, pursuant to the 
Agreement and Terms ot Reterence, to the Delegates to the Inter-Allied 
Reparation Agency, in Bruaselll, ot the GoTernmente ot Albania, The 
United States ot A_rica, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, 
France, Tbe United ltingdom ot Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
Greece, India, Luxemburg, Norway, New Zealand, The Netherlands, 
C~ohoslOYald.a., The Union ot South Africa and YugoslaTia, who were 
signatorie. to the Agreement and also, with certain reserves, to the 
Representatives in B~sels ot the Governments ot Austria, Italy and 
Poland, who were DOt signatories to the Agreement, (but adhered 
respectively by Protocols signed in London on 4 November 1947, 16 
December 1947 and 6 July 1949, to the arrangement tor the restitution 
ot monetary gold set torth in Part III ot the Agreement), advising thea 
ot the setting up ot the Commission and intorming them ot the tens 
and principle. which would gonm the work at the Coamission and 
enclosing a Questionnaire, with a requelt that it should be completed 
and returned by those GoYernments claiming a share in the pool ot 
monetary gold set up under Part III ot the Agreement. 

In response to the Coamisaion's letter, the Govenl'Dlmt at Poland, 
through the intermediar,y ot its Charge d'Affaires in BruBsels, sUbmitted 
to the Commission under cover ot a letter dated 29 April 1947, some 
documentation accompanied by an explanator,y note. The latter described, 
with reterences to the supporting documentation, the circumetanoos in 
whioh various quantities ot gold were alleged to have been reIIIOV'ed by 
the Ge:nD8.ns at the time of, or subsequentlJ to, the invasion ot Poland 
by the German Forces. 

The documentation, which was sublld.tted in the German or Polish 
languages, comprised:­

(1) 	 A further claim ot the GoveJ:'lDDent ot Poland in respeot at a 
quantiV ot 4-, 726 legs of fine gold alleged to haTe been looted 
tram the Bank ot Dansig has been adjuUcated upon separately by 
the CCllllds8ion. 

(ll.) 	 On f'ona I.A.. I. of' the COIIIds.ion' B Questionnaire the Government 
ot Poland states that they "claim only •••• 134. 000 kgz. gold, 
reducing the quantity due to them on accolmt ot a possible 
repetition ot oertain aaounts which have been recorded". The 
six aub-ola.ims making up the GoTemment ot Poland's total claim 
amount, howe'Yer, as recorded in detail, to 138,718.5309 kgs and 
the Coaaission haa dealt with them accordingly. 
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7 parcels of cloc\Denta relating to oo-.pulaor,y sales of gold 
belonging to priTate persons; 

a set of reports by the board of direction of the "Reichskredit ­
bseen" of Krakow; 

a stat8M11t ot gold purchases by the Posnan branch of the 
-Reichsbank" ; 

a bundle of receipts; 

reports of the Postal SaTings Bank regarding confiscation. of 
SOld tram its .ar.s; 

a docUlMnt relating to the confiscation trOll foreign banks of 
gold belonging to Polish ciU.•ens; 

fUes containing, according to the GoYernment of Poland, 6,872 
ainutes of proceedings in the oourse of which gold end eecurltie. 
were conN.scated, in the presence of their o~ers, rrc. the safes 
of the Postal SaTings Bank of Wanaw; 

162 minutes of prOceeding. in the coune of Which gold securities 
..re oon1'iecated from sates at the above bank in the absenee of the 
OWMrs; 

21 aocu.ent. relating to the registration of war 108ses 
declared by the population of Poland; and. 

S clocument. relating to the pUfering of gold and objects of 
value rro.. interned PoliBh citizens. 

J. t the ..... time the GoYe:n.ent of Poland forwarded a caw of 
a protest which it had made, on 12 AprU 19~7, to the Allied 
GoYermaentI5 conceming the definition of 1IOIletary gold which had 
been adopted aDd set forth in the COIIIIIie.ion'. Questionnaire. 

On ~ July 19~7, the Polish Legation fol"W'8l"ded lOme extracts, 
relating to the looting of gold and jewelr,y, t'roa the minutes of t~ 
triale, particularly the Reinhardt trial, 1IIbieh had taken place at 
Nuremberg, ewpb••izing further the Tast losse. the Poles had suttered. 

The Coaail5l5ion noted, at this stage, that the 1II8.joriq of the 
forma of the Questiotmaire which it had requested should be ccaplete4 
and returned by all claimant oountries had not been coarpleted and 
retU1"1led by poland.. 

It further DOted that there was no indication, in the documentation 
which the GoYenaent of Poland had submitted, at the amount of the 
gold reeerYe. beld by the Bank of Poland, (the Central Bank of 
Poland), 1mIIediatelJ" prior to the invasion of that country by GeI'1l8JV'. 
Teohn1cal publicatiolUl coyering the latter period. shand the Bank 
of Polancl as holding approx~tely 75,000 kilograms of tine gold. 
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Aooording to the Coamiuion'. information the GoYermlent ot 
l'rance accepted, after the military deteat ot Poland, to tab 
into ouatod1' 1216 cases ot fine gold belonging to the Bank at 
Poland, the oonhmta ot 8 ot which were sold by the Bank of 
Polan4 to the Bank ot Franoe, leaving 1208 casea, containing 
approximately 60,000 kilograu of fine gold, which were 
eYentually re.tored to Poland. It appeared, theretore on 
29 April 1947, date ot the GoYel"Dllent ot Poland'. origiDal. 
subld.nion, that the position in regard to Poland's pre­
i11Yasion gold W)netary reset"Ye <as this tel"lll bas alwa;ys been 
oonstrued by' the Coaaisaion) wa. that the major portion ot it 
was lIaTed and, in due course, restored to Poland. 

On 13 September 1947, lL Karianowics, Charge d'Attaire. 
ot Poland in Bruallels submitted to the COGIIlission, on behalf ot 
his GoYerlllellt, a meaaoranclua querying and protesting against the 
_th0d8 and procedure which were being adopted or bad been 
adopted b:r the CODII1ssion and the interpretation it 1IU giving 
to Pari III ot the Agre_nt. 

IPollowing upon this demarche the Coaai8l!1ion ·heard the than 
Charge d'Attaire. ot Poland, )(. Bartol, at his own request, 011 

6 October 19~7. The Charge el'Attairee, in hill addreas, confirmed 
the queries and prote.t. wb1ah had alrea.d3 been 1Iw.1tted in 
writing on 13 September 1947 and dh'eloped ar~nt. in support 
of the Govel'DiM'nt ot PolaDd'II olaiu. 

Purther representationa were ..de by If. Bartol in a 
letter which he addrellsed to the Commilleion on 23 October 1~7. 

!'allowing upon theee OOUIIlUllications tbe Co1lll18sion, b:r 
letter dated 16 Januar,y 1948, infomed the Charge d'Af'h.1res ot 
PolaDd that though it hacl been willing <subject to the re..me 
reterred to earlier in this adjudication) to reoeive the claiu 
subdned to it b.1 the Polish GoYemment, it would not be able to 
eDllline the various arg1De11ts put torward b:r the Gc;wermaent ot 
Poland until it had receiTed intoIWltion that Poland had adhered. 
to the arrangement tor the restitution of monetary gold set 
torth in Pari III ot the Agree.ent. 

!he Polish Legation submitted, under cover ot a letter 
dated 24 Auguat 1948, further erldenoe regarding the systematio 
looting ot gold by the Germans during the ocoupation troll the 
Polish population and, in particular, documentation, in the 
Polish and German languages, relating to nrioU8 purchases of 
gold and ooina by the Reichakred1tb.uen, hisaionabank, am 
the branchell ot the Reichabank in Poland. 
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C.rtain GeZ'll&Il c!eore•• aDd ordiJwloe. ot SepteaberjDeoe.ber 1939 
••re enclo..... 

!be Protoool, lJ1 which Poland adhered to the arrangemnts 
••t torth in Part III ot the Ape.allt wa. signed on 6 July 19J.9. 
aDd on 20 July 1~9 the C~..iOD reque.t.d that the Poliah 
.u'bD1s.ion be . oc.pl.ted in the t01'll. it had deencJed tram other 
oountrie.. Intor..tion regarding the statu ot the Re1chakredit ­
b....n aDd. 1Bd.a1ona Bank and the tuncUOfting ot the branches ot 
the ReichabaDlt on Palish territcny .... s reque.tea. 

!be Poliah Legation torwarded turther documentation on 
baha.lt at Us GoYem.nt under cOYer ot letters dated 3 NOYaber 
194.9, 15 January aDd 7 lI'ebruar,y 1950, with a Tie. to completing 
the intcmu.tion requested. in the COIBise1on' s Questionnaire. 

A t the aDd. ot 1949, the Cc.dssion, afier a ca.retul. 
examination ot the ma.s ot doca.entation submitted and ot the replies 
re08i'Y'8Cl to U. enquiries, drew up a list ot the c1aima ot the 
GoYenment ot Poland, a. it sa. thea, and sent it by letter dated 
12 Decaaber 1949 to the Charge d'Affaires ot Poland tor a toruJ. 
confirmation that the GoYe1"llll8nt ot Poland .as in agreement with 
the de.oriptiona and tigures set torth therein. The .... l.tter . 
requeste4additlouJ. intoxmation nGOeasar,y to complete that giTen by 
Poland 011 the torma ot the Ccaa1ssion's QUestionnaire. The Charge 
d'Attaire. replied b.1 letter, dated 7 :re'bruar;r 1950, SiTing c.rtain 
explanations and torwarding additional doOUllelltation. A further 
exchange ot letters ensued, aner which the Ca-iuion recorded the 
claiu ot the GcTe1'DMl1t ot Poland as tollows:­

1. 	 purcha... by the Reichakreditkas..nllld 
~••iOD. Bank ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.654. 20ll kgt 

2.& 	 transt.rs by the Deut.chebank, Krakow •••••••••••• 91.8980 It 

b 	 purchas•• b.1 the Landasgenos••nachatt. 
B~rg ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10.6652 II 

3. a 	 purchaees b.1 the Re1ch.abank, Poznan •••••••••••••• 260.3000 .. 

Itb purcha.e. b.1 the Reichsbank, Lods •••••••••••••••• 466.1012 

c other purchases by the Reichabank ••.•••••••••••.• 3,533.8988 .. 

It4. a 	 seizures troa the Postal Savings Banb ••••••••••• 260.0489 

b 	 se1sure ot a depoait belonging to a Polish 
citizen at Amaterdaa ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 69.2130 II 

5. a 	 loss.s ot gold deAl.ared by polish citizens ••••••• 4..877.204.7 .. 

b 	 estimation ot other losses t.roa declarations 
ot Yalue ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21,515.0000 • 

,. 	 eatt.ation ot w.1ght at gold taken trom 

concentration aa.p Ticttaa ••••••••••••••••••••••• 100,000.0000 It 


!IOta! 	••• ••••• 138.738.5309 kgt 

-,'----...:.".-..""'~.),' Il>;ret 'e.'e X 0 8 ~~~;;:;;;:;:!~====::;;::t::~.,...-=-:::::-=-::;~ -=-=­. ". ;::: '"
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!be Coaai••iOl1, when clraw1Jag up it. lut, had, in IKII8 
0 ....., rePl~ the totals t1guring at the toot ot oarb,in 
.ohea.ule. ~ahe4 ",. the Gon~nt ot Poland which it had taken 
a. oorreot. J(own'er, it tranapind, in tM oourse of the .eticuloua 
reriew e:t:tected b.r the Caa1s.ion ot the Polish doc1mentation, that 
there were sa. aietakee in the additions on theee offioial schedule. 
a:t:teoting the lid l1...n aboYe ... tollows:­

!he total ot it. 3.b...... 466.0553 q:t and not 466.1012 kg:t 
!be total ot it.. 3.0..... 3,533.~7 kg:t and ~ 3,533.8988 kgt 
!be total ot it.. 5. a. ..... 4.,857. 2Olt.7 Jrgt" and not 4,877.204.7 kgt 

Oal,y the thir4 'aiatate affected the total ot the li.t which, 
a1"ter reotification, .... 138,718.5309 kgt, which was the UIOunt 
t1D1ll.l,y reoordecl as being that ot the ala1ma ot the Government ot 
Poland and DOt 138,738. 5309 lr.gt". 

On 15 April 1950 the Charge d'A:t:ta1ree ot Poland wrote to the 
COIEieeion etating that hi. GoTermMmt considered that it waa 
being disoriJdna'tM a.p1nat, critiouing the procedure which bad 
be.. tollowed by the Coami.aion up to then and requesting, in the 
rt"ent that the C~.sion should han doubts regarding the Pol1ah 
cleM.Dda, that repreaentatiYe. of the GoYenJMnt ot Poland should be 
heard b.r the C~a1Ol1 betore 8113 deci.ion wu taken on the claima 
ot Pol-nd. Thi. req••t was acceded to and Prote.sor Dr. Kanb'ed 
Lache, who ..... aaoo.panied b.r the Minieter ot Poland in Bruaeels 
and b.r Dr. Pawl Zielinald, Couuellor at the Kinistxy ot l"inanoe 
at .anaw •• heard b.r the COUIId.a1on on 5 Septl!Dber 1950 and the 
hearing .. oontinued aDd. ended on 12 February 1951. 

The Polish llepresentatin'. &rgulleDts, oOll814ered in the 
COIIIIiesiOl1'. :tiMings, whioh tollow, on the indi'rl.dual claims ot 
the GoYernM1lt ot Poland, oarered all the alai.. ot that GoYernMnt 
u listed aboYe aDd atta.pted to gin the Coaa1seion legal and 
equitable baae. tor re.titution. 

Among other docaDel1t. reterred to by the Polish Repre.entative 
in hi. &rguMnts .... a decree ot the President ot the Polish Republic, 
dated 2 Septeaber 1939, whioh, it will be remembered, was the dq 
tollowiDg the Gerw.n ilIYuion ot Poland. :Extracts t'rom the 
certified translation,:turn1ehec! by the Goveraaent ot Poland, ot 
portiOl18 ot this decree are quoted below:­

"EX'mACT tram the -nzIENNIK USTA" RZECZIPOSPOLImJ POLSKIEJ'­
--offlcial Organ ot the Polish GoYeraent - of Septeliber 2D4.-1939, ~Ro~.~8~7_______________________________________ 

549. 
"Decree ot the President ot the Polieh Republio ciated 
-september 2D4, 1939, on the emenc!ment ot" the decree at 
"the Pres14ent ot ,the Republic relati.... to curreDD1' 
"transaotions with toreign oountriea and tranaaotiOl18 in 
-toreign and da.est1c .eans ot ~t. 
-In pursu&DCe to art.79 paragraph (2) o ... t-t,..he--c-o-na....,.tl'r':tu~t"l"iOiiaI--..... 
"law I order u tollow. :,_______________ 
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" Art. I. 

"In the decree ot the President ot the Republic dated 
"April 26th 1936 relat1Te to currency transactions with 
"toreign countries and tran.a.otiona in toreign and domestio 
".ana ot ~nt by Tirtue ot the 8.IlDOtmeement published by 
"the Kiniater ot Finance dated NO'I'81Dber 7th, 1938 
"(Dz. U.R.P. No.85, pos 584.) the tollowing emendments are 
"being introduced: 
"1) Art. 9 paragr. "1'(2~)~ob:-t:-a-:'i-na--:"t:-he--=t:-oll~o-wj":'"1II-g~fo-:na.:-·---- ­
"'!'he acceptance ot a cred!t from a toreigner and ~guaranteerng 
"the ~nt ot such credit by a plvaical or legal person, 
"redding or baTing a constant residence in the OOWltry wi tbout 
"authorisation are prohibited.
"2) Art.9 paragr. (3) obtains ..,.the=-.....t!""loi~i:-0Wiii8---..,.t,...on&-:-----
"The obtaining ot credit in coamodities (so called commodities 
"ored!t) by a person redding or haTing a oonatent residence 
"in the countr,r t'roaa a foreign seller is to be deo1ared to the 
"Foreign Exoh.ange Control Coaaittee at a time to be fixed by 
"order ot the )(inister ot Finanoe. 
"3) A new Art.10.. is introduced arter Art.10 and reads aa 
"to1lowl : 
"Ph-Ysioa1'-aJid-"":!l-e-g~al-pe-r.o-n-s-re-a1~d1ng"""""'-o-r~ha-rl~ng--a-co-na--"ten-t"'--

"residence in the countr,r are bound: 
" a) to declare 8Dd otter tor bwi'-ng-up--o-r-ora;-.r--r-t"Z'or---­
"selling or colleoting b.1 inatitutions, appointed b.1 
"ExeeutiTe orden, a.Irf toreign Ileana ot p8.1'IMJlt, any gold 
"as detendne4 by Art. 6 paragr. (2), ao;y foreign intere.t 
"and diTid.end bearing papera and the ooupona of same, thq 
"posses. in the countr,r. 
.. b)to proYe betore in-a":"'t":"'1t":""u-:t~i-ona--a-ppo-":"in~t:-e..,d,...bYr---e-xe-ou-t:"":i:-ve--

"orders that the abon IIIImtioned obligations have been 
"oomp1ied with. 

"(2) 'l"he proria'Ti-ons--o"Z't-:t~he-p-re-ceaI-="'-ng-paragra---Phr--li,...•....,b....ir-iid1~ng--
"within limit. aet b.1 the ordera ot the Kin18ter ot PiDance, 

"which ordera alao will detel"llline the rates, at which the 

"~1Dg up aa prorlded in the preceding pa.ragra.ph w1ll be 

"carried out. 

"(3) The lPoreign Exchange Control CC8IIittee rIIIJ:f grant ex­

"ceptions trom the obligations as prorided in paragraphs (1) 

"and (2). 

"4) art.13 obtains the tollowing tora: 

"(1) "'Por all tranaactiona and .ett1eme-nt.....--,.iil-j'Po-re--..ign--meana--­
"ot payment, the rates ot toreign ourrenc;r or exchange quoted 
"in the ottioial achedule ot the Kone,. !mhange at Waraaw 
"are binding (tar toreign currenay - ratea giTen in the coiumn 
""Bank Notes", tor toreign exchange - rates in column "Checks 
"and paymenta"). In the case ot lack ot quotations the rate 
"ot toreign _ana ot pqment as fixed and published b.1 the 
"Bank Polski" ill the official part ot "Konitor Po1.ki" will 
"be binding.
,,( 2) 'l'he 1Pore~ign-~EiiihAii--ge-~C-on~t:-ro1--=-~c!"""0iiiDi-~t:""l't-ee-VlAy--a-ut"':"':""bo-ri-:-ae--:t:":"he-

"application ot other rates in respect to tranaactiona and 
".ettlement8 in toreign lle8.na ot ~t, than those, binding
"bt rtrtue ot the preceding paragraph".

"S) A new Art. v.. 0 is introduced a1'ter -arl--=-.-=n:~b=--wb1-:-:'"""ich:--re-aaa-r--
"aa tollowa: 

"A'lI1' .11, 0'-i'd'T1"inary---an-d=--re-giiJ-r-:t:-e-rea--r,-po-s~ta1-=--parce~~1:-.-:-8~M;-:;l~e-:::'t~te~n 
"with value declared thereon, arrirlng from abroad into the 
"countrr, ra.y be deliT8red to addre.seea only a1'ter examination 
"in regard to toreign exchange.
"6) Art.1.6 obtaina the tolloring-t~O-I.-:-------- ­
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"(1) Who w1thcNt conant or the lIin1ater ~ F:\Mnoe 

"(art. 15) or the l"oreign E2lObange Control COIIIDittee 

·(art.4-) or contrar.r to the ooDlliticaa ot auch oonaent 

"acta againat the prorlaiona ot art.5 ~. (1),

"art. 6,7,7___ 8 and 9 paragr. (1) and (2) is subject to 

"peneJ.V ot impriaomaent and tine.________ 

'l'tw Cc:maisaion, at thia stage, was aatiatied that it had 
reoeiTed all the doc\aIeDtation and information Moeaaaty to ena.ble 
it to adjudicate 011 ~ aix aub-cla.1Ju -king up the. Gote1'UllM!lnt ot 
PolaD4' a total 0].'" 

• 

This cla1a presenta unique teatures 1Ibich the CoaDiesiOJ'l baa 
not met in 8rJ3 ot the other 01a1ma betore it and, although it will 
examine in detail each ot the aix sub-cJ.aiu 1lAk1 ng up the total 
olailll, the Coamission OOIUIiders it desirable, betore doing so, to set 
torth the broad l.iMa ot the GoYe1'lJlDent ot PolaDd' a case and to deal 
with thoee queriea and argument 8 which llJIq be oonsidered to affect or 
to apply, in a general W8:J', to all eix of the sub-olaima. 

Viewed trom this angle the queetiOJ'ls 1Ibich fall to be 
examined here ~ be classified under two broad hea.cUngs: "Queriea 
and Protests" and "ArgtllDlnta deYeJ.oped in aupport ot the Claime". 

~~~1.~1 \ha ~••~on.. -purB'Wm\ \0 ~\. ~er.a 

ot Reterence, had sent out to the GoYenuaents signatories to the 

A.greellllmt and. aleo, with certain resen-ee to tbe 'Representati.... e in 

Bruaaela ot Poland, Austria and Italy a circular letter e.ccau:penied 

by a Quoetiormaire requesting the aubmiseion ot ola1. pursuant to 

Part III ot the Agreeaent. This letter stated that the concepts ot 
lose through looting by or wrongf'ul. reaanl to Ge1'lBBl'J\Y which would 
guide the COIIIDis.sion were described in the United. Bation's D:eclara.tion 
againat Axis aots ot Diepouession ~ 5 January 19lt.3, in the UDited 
Nation' a Deol.aratioo ot 22 1Pebruar,r 1944, and in Resolution 6 ot the 
Pinal Aot ot the United Natioo' a zacmetar,r and tiDanc1al oonterenoe ot 
22Jul,r 1944; aM that the Commission tor the purpoae ot implementing 
Part III ot the Agreement, in eo far as the aubD1se1on ot olaims tar 
reatitution in respeot ot lossee ot monetary gold through looting or 
wrongt'ul relllO,&1 to Ge~ wae oonoemecl, ha.d adopted. the following 
definition ot "monetary go14":­

"All gold 1Ihich, at the t1me ot its looting or 

"wrongtu]. rellOT81, we..- carried as a part ot the 

"claimant oountry' a monetary reserre, eitber in the 

"aocounb ot the olaimant GoYel"lll8nt itself or in 

"the aoOOWlts or the olaimant oountr,r's Cmtral Bank 

"or other monetary authority at bale or abr0a4". 


It requested that deta.ilecl and Teritiable data regard.1ng the 
1088es ot monetar,r gold as c!et1ned aboTe ahould inc1m. onl3 cl.a1..m. 
on behalf ot "your GaYenuaent or ot your oountr.r'a Central Bank or 
other ID01leta:ry autbority-. 

The Gcwe1"lJment at PolaDll's queries and proteets arose 

ma1DJ.y (Nt ~ the tema ot the Ccma188ioa'a abon quoted letter and 

QuestiODDaire. 
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A. 
and G. 

wi thout a.n;r indication as 
time when •••• 
"monetary gold". 
.ome .tage. 
attaohed to it". 

The CoaaiaaiOl1' s 
has cadtted to take into account 

"was looted" in paragraph C. 

" 

"Ge~ 

gold" at 
monetary gold "belonging" 

of pe.ra.gra.ph C. 
is gold which had been the monetary reserYe of a 
t'Unctioned as 
wrongfully remond to Ge~. 

the restitution of IIIOnetary gold was 
countries, 
Agreement ..... 
preamble ahows, 

Poland's claia concerns 

from Polish citizens. 
appears to be baled upon an 

either from the text 

B. 
that the Ca.1ssion's definition 1fU 

the existence of such a 

by the COIIIIliaaion, 

r...r~ ""e 't:. 
'.....~ ?'!'d ~)c-N- r:. 91L::I 
SIJq>e~ ,l()7A1l U3 
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The issue., wbject of the Gon:naeut of Poland'. 

repre.entationa, which concern the C~ss1on. are sUllll8d up 

below and the "JIIIDi Dg up is followed b.r the Ca.dsaion's answer. 


The Go'YernMnt of Poland oonteDda that pe.ragrapbs A. E. 
of Part III ot the A~t show that the te1"lll ".onetar,r 

gold" "1. uaed in connection with its geographical looation 
to ita origin or ruling as to the 

it had to haTe the characteristic features of 
The gold bad onl1 to be monetary gold at 

The term "gold" is used without any "adjeoti" 
It follows that such gold as Poland is able 

to proTe was looted from Polish citisene (Poland admits it was 
not monetary gold at the time of it. looting) and found its W83' 
into the gold reserves of the Reiohabank became monetary gold 
through its incorporation in the said gold resene. and is thus 
liable to re.titution to Poland under Part TII of the Agreement. 

answer is that the GoYerDMnt of Poland 
the Tert clear signifioance of 

the lIOrda "belongiag to it" read in conjunction with the worda 
which runs as follows:­

A proportional ahare of the gold shall be 

"allocated to each country concerned which adheres 

"to this arrangement for the restitution of .onetary 

"gold and 1Ibioh can establish that a definite amount 

"of monetary gold belonging to it was looted by 


or, at aDJ" time after JIa.rch 12th 1938, ..... 

"wrongMly reIIOYed. into Geraan territor,r". 


In order to quality for restitution gold had to be "monetar.r 
the tilD8 it was looted and, 1IOre000r, it had to be 

to the oountry claiming ita restitution. 
It is impossible to attribute 8lf3 other lleaning to the wording 

Gold, subjeot to restitution under the Agreement, 
country and had 

.uch in its national eoC>llOIq and _s looted by or 
'!'be unitil to be considered for 

the purpose of economic reconstnlCtion and reparation, of which 
part, were, oonsequently, 

not institutiona, companies or indiViduals, and the 
an intergoYernmental agreement, concerned, .as its 

with reparation to GoY'erDIeIlt.. As will be 
seen later, by far the major poJ"tion of the GoTeI'1ll8t1t of 

gold estimated. to han been oontainad 
in "valuable." (gold rings, watches, wrist strap. etc) looted 

~he Government of Poland'_ contention 
interpretation of the term "monetar,r 

gold" and of the lIOrda "belonging to it", which does not arise 
or the intentions eabodied in the AgIeement. 

!he second contention of the GoYenDlellt of Poland was 
re.tricti", that the 

Commission was nOt entitled to formulate this definition and that 
clefinition constituted a bar to the 

subaission by the Gcwertlllllmt of poland, and to the acceptance 
· of certain claima of Poland. 

X08 
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Ifbt C~aiOll' 8 anawer il that i h def1Jdtion waa 

adopted u a tra.ework tor the lu1:a1..ion ot olailu. It baa 

clearl.1 DOt PI."et'lt" the Gon~nt ot Poland troa lubdUing 

IUGh cl.a1. u it conaid.erecl tit to auc.1.t. With regard to 

the latter part at tbe GoYemM1lt of PolaDd' a oontentiOll the 

ec-11a1on'l e.nawer 011 i ..u. A. abawa, independently cf all 

other OOIllideratiOtla, that it was aot the COIIIIlisl5ion' I 

~tinition but the COD4i tiOIUl laid down in Part III ot the 

A.gre_nt ter reltitution, to 1Ibich the Government of Poland 

adherecl by the Protoool dated 6 July 194.9, which led the 

Ca-ilaion tc take the deciaionl which follow. 


C. 	 !be GoYe~t of Poland'8 third contention was that 
the principle ot a liberal interpretation ot Treatiea and 
conai4eratioDa of equ1ty lhould haTe led the CCDIliaslon to 
afford. Poland lpecial. treatment in the .tter of claim.e. 

The C~llion'8 an.wer is that it baa, throughout, 
not cmJ..r in the 0 .... ot the claiJu of Poland but, also, in that 
ot all the other olaimant oountriea, interpreted Part III ot 
the Agre.-nt in u liberal a _a.r aa 118.8 cOllp8.tible with 
itl obligatioaa and in accor4a.noe with nonaal principle8 of 
equity. It oannot a.gree that equity deIDand.ed, in the C8.8e ot 
Poland, a 4ec18ion at Tariance with deciaiona ~ Q~ ~,t..~~\.,\"a\.. 

~~~,~~,~~~~,-~~~~~~~~~~, 
~~~~ 

~'I deTelopecl in aU}?J?O!"! of the C1a1·I• 

.All ~at of the GoTe~t at Poland, which, it 
tabn in oon,Jwlc'UOil with that GoY~nt' I contention outlined 
at A. aboTe, aigbt be conaid.ered al a.pplying to all the Polish 
ol.aiu 18 that which 18 baaed upon the exiatence of the Poliah*rM ot 2 September 1939 certified extracta f'roal which haTe 
been quoted earlier in thil e.djudioation. Broa.dl3 spee.ld.ng, 
the GoTel"llMllt of Poland contendl, inter alia, that becauae ot 
thia decree all the gold in the oountr,r, which was looted ~ 
Pol18h cUizena, ahould be treated aa IIIOlletar,y gold of Poland. 

~ C~laion cannot agree that the Polish decree ot 
2 Septellber 1939 produced arr:T such ettect a8 18 attributed to 
it by the GoYerr.ent of Poland. It 'ft. issued the ~ atter 
the iDTuion ot Poland. It was unentorceable since, on the one 
band, the countr,y w..a 1Daediatel,y ,,"rrun and controlled by the 
Gensana, and on the other, it aee. olear that the "executive 
order." in which the institutioIUI "ter ~ing up" the gold were 
to be "appoirrled" were neyer ilsued. It remainecl unenforced 
since eTen the Gel"Urul did not attempt, a.s they did in sa. ot 
the other countries, to ue it tor their own end. and issued 
ordinances ot their cnrn. tor the purpose ot collecting gold troaa 
the Polish population. !be gold ..... anolJ11llOUB gold in the 
baDda ot Poliah citizerus. It could not posainq have formed 
part at the gold reseI'YeS ot the Bank ot Poland, since the.t bank 
had oeaaed to tunot ion and cannot, theretore, haTe recorded 
declarations ot gold holdingl in its boola! or haTe receiTed and 
entered the gold in it. account8. }(orearer the Bank ot Poland 
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" Tho gold oollected by the "Reichskreditkaaaen" ot the Reich and tho 
"EadaeiOnabank" had its origin in compulsory purohaaes tram Polish citizens 
nand, partly in oontiaoation. In accordanoe with the decree of the 
"occupation authoritiea f/Yery citisen waa co.zpelled to offer tor sale to the 
"abaTe aentioned inatitutiona all the gold ho posseaaed namely coins, bars, 
"i.ngot. o~ go1cl etc•• e.a we11 e.e. foreign. currency e.od foreign excha.nge. 
:":P".~ ~ tha.t Ll..~ @.til..6.. ~""20.~ ~t\. ~-~~~ --.., ~'A ~~,~~~ 
~~"'t ~,~~ ~\.~\.~\~" ~~~ ~ ..,~~ 
"general. reporl presented to the~ ~ ~ ~~\\~ b:n !'\l~\i&a. by th. 
"and the Imsaionabank in Poland COCIII.isaion. Both the Reichakredi tka.sSetl 
-Poland. The "Reichakred.itka ~n~t1tuted the central banlca ot occupied 
"called "Reiohakreditscheine­ a:: 8sued their own bank notes, the so­
~e gold colleoted qy these i~titu~ssion8bank" iSSUed Polish Zlotys. 

became monetaty gold as the stock ,;.na upon being taken over by thea 
"....a exported and handed oYer to t~ R coviche~~ for their emission. It 

e IIl.HLllJl. in Berlin-. 

The Go'Yena.ent of Poland in th 
the exact &mOWlt of thia gold ~cha. :alame documentation a88eria tila t 

s or conriscated waa veri1"1ed ... ~ 11
aQ.l.O OWs:­
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was not specifically IIentioned in the decree 8.8 an institution to which gold 
holdings were to be surrendered and the institutions who were to 	receive it 
were never deaignated and it they had been design8. ted they would have been 
unable to t'unotion otherwise than under GenD8.n control. 

The GoTerament of Poland's contention in thi~ respect appears to be 
based upon an untenable construction ot the terll18 ot the decree• 

• 

The COIIIIlission will now proceed to examine, in turn, the six claims 
ot the Govern_mt ot Poland. 

1. 	 1 6 ation of the 
Claim No.l. 

It was stated by the Government of Poland in d.ocm.entation torwarded 
on 29 April 1947 the. t : ­

" "The Reichakreditlcass8Il" were established in occupied Poland in 

"accordance with the decree ot the German occupation authorities of 

"14th September 1939. At first their actiTity covered the whole 

"occupied territory ot Poland with the exception of SUeda where 

"iamediately upon its occupation branch offioes of the Reiclulbank 

"were eatablished. 


" In accordance with the decree ot the Fuehrer of the 8th october 1939, 
"the western and northem territories ot Poland were incorporated into 
"the Reich. '!'he incorporation affected the C08.st with Gdynia and Gdansk, 
"the ToyeTOdie of Posnan, Pomerania, SlleaiA, Lodz, the Northern part ot 
"the 'VOyeTOdie ot Warsaw and a part ot the voyeyodie of Bialystok. On 
"these areas the ~eichskreditkaaeen" cealed their aotivities on the 31st 
not october 1939. Thoy were substituted ~ the Reichabank branchea on 
"the let NOYember 1939. . 

" On the remaining territories ot tho Polish state, which foraed the 
"so-called General GoUTernement the Reiclusk:red1tkaasen continued their 
"actiTities untU the 8th April 1940. On that d.q they were wound up 
"and replaced by the Oocupational. "Emissionsbank" in Poland wi th it s 
"headquarters in Cracow. 



-li ­

··The Reiohakred1:tb.•••• and the "bi..ionabank" haTe b;r 
·purobue b.r oo.pulaor,r _au ad. oonfiscationa obtained. the 
·tollowing qlaIltities ot gold:­

"R.M. 	 2,2B7,166.65 819 kla nn gr•
•_ AMr. 348,982.50 525 • l4B8 • 
"Roubl•• 290,105 224- • 609l • 

'?rano. Pr. 65,325 18 9638 •" 
"l'ranoa sw. 	 400 0 • 1161 • 
"P'raDo. Bel.. 	 180 0 • 0524- • 
•American Crowns. 33.205 10 1232 •" 
"Noms. Crowu 770 0 • 310ft. • 
.;. Ingliah 	 1,869.10 1 • 3689 • 
·Dutch nom. 4.,130 	 2 • It.978 " 
"Polish Zloty. 	 J,O 0 • 0067 • 

II·Ita}:ia.n Lire. 	 40 0 • 0116 
"Lei RUIa. 	 100 0 • 0293 • 
·Ducatea Auatr. 2,667 , • 1796 • 
·Shil1ing Autr. 7,985 1 • 6905 • 
.£. South-At'rioa 	 3 0 • 0219 " 
"Peao Kexio. 135.50 0 • OJ93 • 

.£. TUrld.eh ~25 1 7152 • ,
" 
·Auatrian Ylorell 8 0 • 0058 " 
·5mereign•• 1,4J.8.50 1 • 0,386 " 
·Jerr;r Jap. 	 72 0 • GUO " 
-Pent Lib. 4.3/5 0 • 0220 • 
"Pe.o Cub. 20 0 • 0580 • 
·Gol4 ID&Ot J,1 • J.1.}2 • 

!otal -	 1,6!)l.. klg 1911 gr. " 

!bere ia a mistab in the addition in this achedule. 
!he total 80UDt ot gold il1Tol",ed 18 1,654-.2011 kgt and nat 1,654.1911 kgt. 

Polish cituena were placed under an obligation to offer 
their gold to 4eaignaMcl GeI'llWl institutions pending creaUon ot the 
Reichaltrecl1tkaaHll aad the Emiaaionabank and later to the latter bank 
b7 a Geran ordinanc. ot the 14 September 1939. is.ued at Posnan by 
the chiet ot the oivi1 e.dIIdni.tration and ot 7 october 1939. issued 
b7 the C~der-in-ohiet ot the C.naan ArJIff and promulgated in Berlin 
011 14 october 1939. 

Re1eTant extraot. troa the ott'icial translations 
furnished by the QoTermaent ot Poland, ot theae orCU.lwlces read a. 
tollaw.:­

• 	 Decree on .anetar,r circulation 

ot September 14. 1939. · 


• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

" 	 10. 
• 1"ore1gn lMtdiuaaa ot ~t as well as gold in rough tona. 
"domestio and toreign gold coins are · to be sold to one ot credit 
"in.titutiOll8, authorized by 1M, tor the purchase. 

I 


.1 ' ·; 3.~h.r.J:"\I " :,1JJ1\lN 3Hll\l 03~~ . ~ . ... . . ... ,OOlld311loS' E)~ 
~-
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"at the offioial rate of exchange wi thin 10 days on the 
"publication of this decree or in 3 days from the day of 
"their receipt. In Posen the sale must be effected, up 
"to the time of creation of a banking institution, to one 
"of the following banks: 
" DanEiger~rivat~ctien Bank /poststr.10/ 
" Bank fur Handel und eewer'be /Bank of Commerce and 
" Indwstry/ 'MArstallstr. Be. and schlossf't'eihei t 19/ 
" Al. Wans. Pilsudskiego 19/ 
" Landesgeuossenschaftsbank - SchloBsfreiheit 12/ 
" Al. Karsz. Pilsudskiego 12/ 

" ........................................................... 

"Posen, September 14, 1939 

" Chief of Civil Administration 


Greiser
" " 
" .......•.••......•..•.................•..................... 

"Date Currency regulation for the occupied formerly 
"7.10.39 Poliah territories /except Eastern Upper Silesia 
"7.10.39 p.33 Currency regulation for Eastern Upper 
" Silesia p.41 of october 7, 1939. 
It •.....•...............•.................................... 

"12. Obligatory offering and delive~. 


" /1/ Ind.igenows persona are obliged to offer for sale and 

"deliTer on demand to the state Credit Banks following 

"Taluablea if they owned. them at the time of the present 

"decree oOming into force: 

"a.! Foreign currency, 

"b/ Claw in foreign values, 

"c/ Checks and draft. in domestic currency, if they are 


drawn on a foreign OOWltry,

"d! Claims in domestic values against foreigners, 

"e/ Gold, 

"f/ Foreign seourities. " 


The ReichskredHkauen were created by an ordinance 
of the German Coumander-in-chief dated 23 September 1939 as German 
institutions "for the regulation of credits and for money turn~ver". 
They were dependent on a governing ~ set up in Berlin, all the 
members of which, exc~t no, were nominated by the Pre8ident of the 
Reich!bank. The two remaining posts were filled by representatives 
designated qy the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Eco~ of 
the Reich resp8ctivel,y. (para 1. of the ordinance). The Rei0h8­
kreditkassen issued token notes in Reichsmarlus which were considered 
as legal means of ~nt in the oocupied. territories (para 10 of the 
ordinance). Gold was not mentioned among the assets which were to 
serYe as cover for such issues (para 11 of the ordinance). 

20 S'7ti S 
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'!'he Emiaaionabanlc waa created by an ordinance at the 
GoYeI'DOr General, lPrank, tor Polish occupied teITitory, dated. 
15 December 1939, a. a Geraan inatitution "to maintain the nonaal 
t'unctiona ot money o1rcul.ation, gold turn-aYer, and credit 
operationa in the oooupied territories of Poland". Ita head 
ottice was in Krakow, and it ..... authorised to open branches on 
the territory of the Governor General (para 1. ot the ordinance). 
Its President, nee-presidents, Manager and the members ot its 
garerning ~ were nominated. by the GoYernor General (paras 2, 
3 and ". ot the ordinance). It issued Zloty note. (para 13 ot 
the ordinance). rhe Zloty waa the only means ot legal. payment 
in Polish ocoupied territory after the liquidation ot the 
Reichakreditlcaasen and the withdrawal of the tobn notes issued 
in Reichamark. by the latter, (para 18 ot the ordinance). Gold 
was not mentioDed among the asset...hich were to .erre as COTer 
tor the issue of Zloty note. (para 16 ot the ordinance). 

In order to aToid lengthening this adjudication undulY and 
tor purpose. ot clarity, the CoIIIImisai6n, although it has giTen due 
consideration to all the element. comprised in the vast mass ot 
documentation submitted by the GoYel"DJllent ot Poland, has limited 
it. quotation. and reterences to thoae docuJIents ..hich it has 
deemed ot essential importance in connection with each indiTidual 
claim. 

The ordinances reterred to above were implemented as 
tollon: - The gold 'Was entered in the books ot the oollecting 
organizations in an accolDlt de.ignated "Gold.anlc:auf'" which ....s 
really a ooaai.sion account with the "Deutsche Reichabank -
Hauptkasse - Edelmetal - Berlin III-. The procedure diftered 
according to whether gold ooins, in good condition, ot a type in 
respeot of which daily quotations were established by the 
Reichabank ..ere concerned or ..hether the gold tell within other 
categories or consisted. ot damaged ooina. In the f'irst oa.se the 
account ..... iaDediately debited with the coWlter value of the gold 
in reichsmarkai in the second oase the debit in reichsmarlca 'Was 
only entered "hen, arter Terif'ication, the Reichsbank at Berlin 
had indicated the value, in reichsmarka, of the gold. In both 
oases the Reichabank, atter Teritication, credited the "Go1dankaut" 
account of the organization concerned with the oounter vaJ.ue, in 
reichamarka, ot the gold. The gold ..as centralized, in the first 
inatance, at the head office ot the Reichskreditkassenor 
Emissioll8bank whence it was dispatched every ten da,ys to the 
Reichabank at :Berlin. 

Broadly speaking, the Government of Poland, in its arguments, 
both writhn and nrbal, has endeavoured to establish, in the 
fir.t place, that the Commission's interpretation ot Part III of 
the Agreement, as retleoted in the Commission's Questionnaire 
and the covering letter thereto, ..as wrong; in the second place 
that because of the Polish decree ot 2 September 1939 the gold 
reterred to should be treated as monetary gold ot Poland and 
that l!Iuch lou•• thereot a8 it oan establish lIIUSt be considered aa 
opening a right to reatitution wner the Agreement i 

,!,-;rij ""'e ,~ XOS 
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in the third place that, in at\Y eTent, the Geru.n insUtutiona 

which tuDctioned in Poland nauat be considered 8.8 the suooeaaora 

ot the Bank ot Poland and the gold which paned through their 

boob as IDOl'leh.r,r gold belonging to Poland. 


The tint two i.aues haTe already been dealt with in 
the COUIIlisaion's analysis ot the queries and arguments which 
ma:y be considered as atteoting the Poliah olaiJu 8.8 a whole. 
The e<.mdaaion oa.nnot agree that the faot that the gold colleoted 
from Poliah citizens found its ~ into the monetar,y reBerTe 
of the Reichabank can aerTe aa a basis tor holding that it 
should be treated aa monetary gold belonging to PolaDd. It 
cannot agree, either, that the Poliah decree ot 2 September 1939 
Which, as has alread;r been deIIIorustrated was unentorced and 
unen1'oroeable, a1'tected, in a.rr:! ~, the status of the go-ld in 
the banda ot its pos"SSOr8, namely Polish oituen.B. 

!he third i88U8 only conoerns those cases where gold 
was collected by banka and similar inatitut ions and calls far 
special consideration. 

The GoYernment of Poland baa described the Reichskredit ­
kasaan and Emissionabank as constituting ftthe central Bank of 
ocoupied Poland". '!'he implication is that they should be 
oonaidered as the auccessors of the Bank ot Poland and that gold 
which ft,8 entered in their boob and subsequently yielded to the 
Reichsbank should be treated aa monetary gold belonging to 
Poland looted by the GeI1D8.ll8. 

With regard to this third issue the COIIIIlission cannot e..gree 
the. t the Reichskreditkassen and the Emis8ionsbanlc can, in an::! 
wq, be conaidered as having been the successors of the Bank 
ot Poland in Polish territory. From the point of Tiew of 
munioipal law they certainly were not. The Camai,saion ha.a 
examined the de facto situation with great attention and it baa 
arrived at the conclusion, with rege.rd to the Reichskreditkassen, 
that these were institutiOn.B set up by the conqueror am occupier 
all a matter ot expedience. They iasued notes in Reichamarb. 
The value of these notes was dependent · upon the value ot the 
reichlllll8.rk, which was equally dependent, inter alia, on the gold 
reserve ot the Reichsbank. The German. did the lIame in most 
it not all occupied territories. The stn"render of gold to the 
Reichak:reditkassen seema to haTe been ei ther by aale or 'by 
confiscation, following on a Ge1'lUJl decree. There was no attempt 
by the Gel'llUlna to link such surrender of gold by priTate peraona 
with the ecOJlOlV ot the occupied country, which eco~, such 
little ot it as remained, the,y exploited tor their own ends, or 
with the ourrency of the oountry. In tact most ot the wes 
were tor Reich81lla.rka. The Emissionabe.nk which replaced the 
Reiohakreditkasaen after their liquidation and iasued Zloty note. 
served the aame purposes ... the latter and the above obsern.tiona 
apply, equa.lly, to the Emisaionsbank. 
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No other COlD'ltry has attempted to claim before the 
Ca..i8sion the re8titution of gold purchased or confiscated by the 
Reichakreditkaa.en, and gold was so purchased or confisoated in 
moat if not all occupied countries. The Coamission has no 
hesitation in ,holding that the Reichskreditkassen and Emissionsbank 
were German 1netitutione collecting gold by fOrc& from private 
perlons for the benefit of Germal'\Y, and cannot, in any circUl113tances, 
be held to be sucoesaor monetary authorities to the pre-occupation 
IaOnetary author!ty of Poland. 

Although this is not strictly relevant to the issue the 
Commisaion ha.a noted tram a pe~al of the numerous documents 
aubtaitted to it that, to put it in very general teI'lllB, Polish 
cituel18, viotiu of these foroed sales ap:pElar, in the main, to 
haTe receiYed compensation for their gold (though, perhaps, at 
a rate which did not correspond with the intrinsic value of the 
gold) up to a certain date, several tirnes extended and that it 
waa only after the expiration of the time limits fixed by the 
Germana the. t gold which had not been yielded was confiscated. 
In other worda the German occupier appears, broa.dJ.y speaking, to 
have acted in a harBh, but nevertheless not altogether unfair, 
fa..ehionand to have paid compensation to those Polish citizens who 
complied with bis demands within reasonable time limits. 

In view of all that precedes, the Canmiseion. whilst 
sympathising with Poland's difficulties, cannot but find that this 
portion (claa No.1) of the Government of Poland's total claim has 
not been established. 

• 

This pe.rt (claim 2(a) and (b)) of the total claim of 
the GovenDDent of Poland, as formulated on form I-B-l of the 
Commission'. Questionnaire reads as followe:­

September 1939 Tot81. 

~ndesgenos8en8chaft 
"Bromberg/B,ydgolzcz/ coin R.M. 29,785.80 10 klg 6652 gr 

"Deutsche Bank, Krakow ooin R.M. 256,394- 91 klg 898 gr 

"Total coin R.M. 286,179.80 102 klg 5632 gr 

In fora l-A-l of the Coamission' a Questionnaire the 
Govermaent of Poland give. the following explanation:­
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"!?en prior to the establishing ot Reichakreditkassen in 

"Poland, t1IO banka of the ocoupied territory haTe sent 

"their gold directly tro. Poland to the Reichsbank in 

·Berlin, nu.ly the "Landesgenoasenachatt, Bromberg" and 

""Deutsche Bank, Krakau" in KralcAu. An original report 

·ot the Reichalcred1tkassen 18 hereby enclosed.. In new 

not the tact that there is no access to the doc~nta ot 

"the Reichabank, it is impossible to establish by what 

"meana the two above-a.ent:toned banks obtained the gold in 

"question. It can safely be assumed that it came troa 

·the first conf'iacationa that took place iuaed1ately at'ter 

"the inTasion ot Poland by the German andes". 


The report, reterred to, of the Reich.k:red1tka.sens' 
central a.dministration, dated 20 November 1939, (as translated 
by the CoIlllll1••ion's translators) statea:­

"Taking into consideration the taot that certain values 

"were tran.terred directly to the Reichabank by two Banlca 

·ot Credit in the occupied territory betore the Reicha­

"kreditkassen had been instituted, the general result is 

"as tollows:­

" Forei~ currencies Gold 
"Landesgen, Bank Bra.berg RJ( 8~69.08 RK 29,785.80 
"Deut8Ohe Bank, Krakow Rll 105,915 Rll 256,394­
"lProm table I. b RM 357,131.20 Rl4: 1,333,6n.03 
"Proal table II.b EM 26,.5i2.21 RM 2l8.~~
" 
" • 
"'fotal receipts in occupied territory Rll 2,576,152.02" 

It is clear that the GoYemment ot Poland baa taken the 
amounts ot RK. 29,785.80 and RK. 256,394- in lines 1 and 2, under 
the heading "Golcl· ot the achedule, quoted 1""""tely above, 
which figured in the report ot the Reichakred1tkassen, calculated 
the quantit,y ot gold these amounts repre.ented at the rate paid 
by the Reichabank, at the tiM, and be.sed ita c1.a.1a ..s tormulated 
OIl the COIIIII.1ss ion, s form 1-)-1 on the ba.ia ot these calculationa, 
The figures in lines 3 and 4. of the same . schedule o'ri.dentl;r 
reter to tre.naaotiona 'subject of c1aia 1 which has a1re~ been 
deal.t with abon. 

In this oonnection the Commission Dotes that the 
Reichabanlc apparentl,y paid a higher rate tor gold in Poland than 
it paid in moat other countries tor the rate in other countries 
.... RK. 2, 784. per kilogram ot tiDe gold as aga.ins t RK. 2;190. 277 
appl1ed by the QoTerDlent ot Poland in the above .mtione4 
oalcula.tiona. 
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The ooat.ntion ot the Go't'emllent ot Poland, as the 
CoIDiaaion UDderataDda it, 18 that the report ot ~ Reichakredit ­
baaen .atablishes that gold was tra.J1.8terred, prior to the 
aetting up ot the Reichalcreditltaaeen, to the Reiohebank at Berlin 
by branches, alread,y eatablished in Poland, ot two German banka, 
the branch ot the La.ndeagenoaaenacha.tt, at Bromberg, and the 
branch ot the Deut sabe Bank, at Krala:nr, that tneae transfers wore 
ef'teoted in ·Sept.aber 19398 and that the gold transteITed and 
the oredit received theretor amounted reapectively to 102.5632 kgt 
and mL 286,179.80 and that restitution should be ettected to 
Poland on the basi. ot the 102. 5632 kgt. It i. further contended 
that "it can aafely be aaatmed that it (the gold) C8JDe trca the 
first confiacations that took place imDediatel,y aNer the 
invaaion ot Poland by the GeI'!Un armiea·. 

The eTidenc. turniahed by the GoYern.ant ot Poland in 

support ot thh olal.m and, indeed, as a whole, hardly oonatitutes 

"detailed and TeriN.a.ble datan as called tor in Part III ot the 

Agre_nt but the Ccmni8sion, appreciating the ditficulties which 
the Polish GoYeI'Dllent auat, aa a reault ot the harsh treataent 
ita eda1 niab"lltion and population sutfered at the handa ot the 
Germana, have encountered in collecting it, haa interpreted all 
the erldenoe subdUed in e.a wide a manner as was coarpe.tib1e with 
its obligations under Part III ot the Agree_nt and ita Terms ot 
Reterenoe. 

With regard to the GoTeI'Dl8nt 01' PolaDd's assertion that 
" it can sately be ....UIIIed the.tit (the gold) came trom the tirs t 
contiacation that took place u.ediately atter the inTaaion ot 
Poland by the Ge:naan andea" the COIIIIdeaion agreea that the gold 
claimed ..,. have been gold which waa surrend.ared to the two 
branches, mentioned abanl, of the Landesgenossenacha.:ft and 
Deutsche Bank purlSuant to the Gel"'lD8.n ordinaDCe ot 14 September 
and 7 Ootoher 1939, prior to the setting up ot the Reich8kredit ­
ka.8aen but it 'FIlB3 also have been gold which had. been acquired in 
the course ot legitimate business by the two branchea concenle4 
prior to the invasion, in which oue ita tranater to GermaDiY, where 
the bead offleee ot the two hanka in question were situated, could 
hardly be quaJ.1f'ied as looting or wrongful re1DC7t'al by German.r. 

It would seem, theretore , that, on this count alone, this 
clrlm IIlU8 t tail. 

But even it the GoYernment ot Poland had established that ' 
this gold constituted the prooeeda of confisoations from or 
torced salea b,y Poliah oitizens, subsequently to the iUV'uion 01' 
Poland by Ge~ the claim muat tail tor the reasons alrea..d;y 
given in the case ot olaim 1. The COUIIlission cannot agree that 
upon the basis ot the Polish decree ot 2 Septaber 1939 the gold 
in question should be treated as 1IIOnetary gold belonging to Poland 
and it cannot agree that two branches ot German banks establbhed 
in Poland prior to the German invasion could, in 8Di'/ way, before 
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On page' at the GaveI'IlJllleD.t at Pole.nd's explanatory note 
of 29 April 1947, there figures the following. statement:­

" Some boob and cash receipts of the branch offices of the 
"Reichabank concern.ing the turn-OY'er in gold end foreign 
"exchange were found at the end at 1946 when papers let't by 
"the G.nD8.n8 in Poznan were examined. Those paperl!l, 
"incomplete as they are, show that in that district alone one 
"branoh office of the Reichebank has acquired Qy compulsory 
"purchase gold amounting to over 260 kge of pure gold. This 
"happened in but one branch office of which the Reichsbank had 
"oyer ten in the inoorporated territories". 

Il'urther explanations regarding this claim were given by 
the GoverIDeIlt of Poland on form l~-l of the Cou:mission'e 
Questionnaire a.e follows: - . 

" On the Polish territory incorp0r8.ted into the Reich by 
"the decree at the Fuehrer of 8 October 1939, the compulsory 
"purchase at gold was effected by the branches of the Reichsbank. 
"They were established there on the 1 November 1939, after the 
"liquidation at the ~eichskreditkas8en" whioh were functioning 
"on theae teXTi toriea only tor a few weeks. As alrea.dif 
"mentioned in the information part Form l-A-l/l/ the western 
"and partly the northern. areas of the Polish territories were 
"incorpora.ted into the Reich. These were the richest and 
"economioally most oul tivated areas which possessed more at 
"the natural resources ot the country as oompared with other 
"parts at Poland. Consequently, the population of these 
"areas was also wealthier and had more gold in coins and gooda 
"than people in other areas of Poland. 

" It ie not known how much gold W8.8 taken from the Poliah 
·population of thoee areas by the bra.nohee of the Reichabank. 
"The Pol:Lah Government approached aeTeral times the Allied 
"Control Council of Genuany, trying to obtain the poasibility 
"of looking into the doc\.lDents at the Reichebank - but it did 
"not receive the necessary permission. The Polish Government 
"possess only incomplete data in th1a matter. In Poznan, for 
"inatance, among other doctmenh left by the GenDans the cash 
"book at the Poznan branch of the Reichsbank was found. It 
"covered the period from the end at 1939 till the end of 194.6 
"and a part at cash documenh for the years 1940-1944 regarding 
"the turn-over ot gold, foreign currency end foreign exchange. 
"On the basis at these data, it was calculated that the 
"Reichsba.nk branch in Poznan has collected by means at 
"oompuleory purchaee hom the local population 260 klg ot 
"gold whioh was eent to the Re ichsba.nk in Berlin. There were 
"SeTeral such branches throughout the Polish territory incor­
"porated into the Reich, IlIDOnget other - branches in such town. 
"as Lads and Katowioe. It is to be supposed approxilll8.tely 
"that in these branches of the Reichsbank was accumulated by 
"W83' of compulsory purchal!e at leaet 4.000 klg of firie gold. 
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" The branoh.. ot' the Reiohabank on the Poliah territory 
"iDcorporated into the Reioh .ere the oentral bank of this 
"territo~ and tbe gold reoeiTed ~ theae branches beoame 
"-.onetary gold. 

" More detailed int'ormation regarding compulsory purohase 
"ot' gold, oonfiacationa and robbery on Poliah territories 
"iDcorporated into the Reioh 18 enoloaed in the general 
"report submitted to the Commission". 

Yet rurther explanatioJl.l were giTen on form 1-:8-1 ot' the 
Commi8sian'. Questionnaire as t'ollowa:­

" The branch of the Reiohabank in Poznan purchased by _ans 
"of dure.. and obtained by oonfisoation the following quantities 
·ot gold in gold ooina during the period of 1939-1~: 
" 
" 

Quantity Value in RlI Quanti ty 
of fine gold. 

-rul 
,,~ AMr. 

"£ Engl. 

"Roubles 

"Aua tr. Crown. 

"Ducats 

"Dutch Plor. 

"Belg. Pranc. 

"Franc. l"r. 

"ltal. Lir.. 

"Francs Slr. 

"Pe.o )Wx. 


". Turk.
"NorT. Crowna 
"Auatr. Flor. 
"Poliah Zlotys 
"Sw. Crowna 
"Dutch CrOlfD8 

321,280. 
56,485. 50 

2,190 
40,285 


825 

10 


125 

240 


6,870 
180 
640 

30 
4­

175 
8 

10 
25 
ItO 

336,n6.55 
2Jt.6 ,489.80 
4-6,962.95 
87,900.58 

716.62 
97.7}

.215.72 
203.95 

5,752.78 
14-9.83 
540.72 
66.63 
75.90 

197.59 
17.22 
8.61 

28.07 
4Jt..92 

Total 726 ,24.6.17 260 lclg 300 gr" 
"We est1-.te that other branches 
·of the Reiohabank an Poliah 
"territo~ incorporated into the 
"Reich bave bought up during the 
"same period ot' tiDe about: 4,000 " 

Total - 726,246.17 4,260 klg 300 V 
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A.a in the oue of ola1a 2, examined earlier in this adjudication, 
tbe C~S.1OD obaerve. that the GoTernment of Poland baa based ita 
oaloulationa CIl a purchase prioe of 2,790 Rli, approximately, per 
kUograa of fine gold whereu the rate usually applied by the 
Re1oha'bank in other countries 1IU 2,7~ RII per lcil~am of fine gold. 

The Co..uaaion haTing, by letter dated 20 JUly 1949, requested 
oertain further informe.tion, the Charg& d' Affaires of Poland in 
Brussela fanrarded on 3 November 194-9 aome addi tiCllal documentatim 
whioh oontained, inter alia, the following information and list of 
oo1n.s: ­

"Sw.ary of losses of monetary gold (in ooilla) through b~1ng 

"by foroe and coot'iaoatinl: CD the acoount of the Reiohabenlc ­
"branch in Lodz (Lodach oalled by Geruaana Li tzmanatadt) during 

"the period: 16.1.39 to 31.X.39 (Appendix No.1 and No.2. 


. 	 1.II.39 to 30.rv.40 " No.3 
4.V.40 to 31.111.40 " No.4" No.5. 
1.1.41 to 30.!V.41 " No.6" No.7. 

10.II.42 to 29.IV.~" No.8 

"COINS QUANTITY 	 TOTAL GROSS TOTAL nNE 
WEIGHT GRAlt3 WEIGHT GIWaS 

"1) 	Dollan 
(opecified in 
appendix 1-7) 206,979 346,068.89 311 ,461.99 
Dollars" 
(.pecified in 
appendix No.8) 41,166 68,829.55 61,913.­

"2) 	Roubl•• 
(ruaaian) 108,449 93,373.63 ~,038.63 

"3) 	Reiohemark. l4l,89O 5,635.33 5,071.88 

"4) 	Pound aterl. 117 934.60 856.71 

"5) 	Pranoe'l fr. 3,960 1,2n.50 1,149.59 

"6) 	Switserland'. fr. 475 153.20 137.90 

"7) 	BelgiUll' 8 fr. 20 3.23 2.90 

"8) 	Auatrian' 8 IIOhilling 150 35.28 31.75 

"9) II orowna 2,630 	 890.90 801.80 

"10) 	Norn:, 50 22.40 20.16" 

"11) Swedish " 35 15.68 l.4.11 


"12) 	Auatr.-hUllg'. 

ducat. 33 115.20 113.59 


·13) 	Dutch duoat. 10 34.94- 34.34 

20 877G 


,: .~~3"\lI~:)" :.'v ":,Q/1VI'l 3HllV 030flOO!ld3!l , 
.'.... 

http:34.94-34.34
http:1,149.59
http:5,071.88
http:5,635.33
http:93,373.63
http:68,829.55
http:346,068.89
http:10.II.42
http:30.!V.41
http:31.111.40
http:30.rv.40


F 

- 21 ­

"COINS ~UANTI'l'I 	 TO'lAL GROSS TOTAL l'IlU 
nIGHT ClWIS WEIGH! GIWC3 

"l.J..) Dutch tlor1na 212.50 l42.76 128.42 

"15) " gulden. 5 	 3.36 3.02 

"16) Danish orCllllDa l30 	 58.24- 52.39 

"17) I taly lire 220 	 35.49 34-.93 

"18) RUJaaDiu' a lo;r 100 	 ~ao 40.03 

"19) Rapolecu 4J..O 	 l4l.90 127.73 

"20) SOftre1gu 1 	 7.99 7.32 

"21) Polbh Zloty 10 	 3.22 2.90 

"22) Mexioo Peaetoa 12 	 1l.88 10.20 

Together 517,863.11 JJ;6,101.24 ........._ ..•.......=mI.=_.•a •• 


The addition ot the fine weights in gr... 1a taul. ty 
and the ,eneral total of the releTant oolum should read 4,66,055.39. 

Finan,., a U.at of' all the 18 branches ot the Reiahabank 
in ooollpied Poland 1a ,iTen. 

Reterences ~er. aade in the rest ot the docu.entation 
to a aeriee ot _uur.. taken b,. the Ger.en.a; to the ordinance ot the 
14 Septellber 1939; to the ordinaDOe ot 7 October 1939 eatabliah!ng 
a "DniaenateUe ober-ost" tor all ocoupied Polish terri tor1es 
emept Upper Sileaa and to another ordinance of the aa.me date 
sett1D& up a "DaTisenatelle" tor Upper Sileaia itaelt. Certified 
tranalatiODa at the ruehrer's ordinaDOe tor the administration at 
eastern territoriea dated 8 Oatober 1939 which entered into taroe 
Oft 1 )(QTelllber 1939, ot another dated 17 NOTember 1939 eatablishing 
braDOhea ot the Reichabank in thoae territoriea, ud at the statutes 
at the Reiohabank itaelt gOTerning the relations between the 
Reioh8bank and ita branchea operating in Polish terri tory, were alao 
t'urni.ahed. 

I t will be aeen trom the &boTe tha.t onl.y two liats at 
actual purchases by two bruoh.. ot the Reiahabank were torwarded 
to the COIIlIIiaaiOl1, totalling 726.3553 k&a. The remaiDder at the 
emotmt olaimed, i.e. 3,533.94Jt.7 kit, is an eati_tioa, b,. the 
Poliah GoTernment, of gold purchase. by the re-.ining aixteen 
brancheaot which no recorda are aTa.ilable. 

It would a.ppear that the eighteen braDOh.a ocme.med ot 
the Reiohabank were 0111,. new German extenaiona of the Reiohabank, 
Berlill, set up on Polbh soil, which apparently began b\\ying ooin 
abou.t 16 Ootober 1939, the date of the tirst purohase eTieleneed 
by the doclmentation. This purchasing oontinuedat least up 
to 29 April 19J+4., the date of the lut pxrohaae eTideaoed. It 
would aeem that theae branch banka acted aa inter.ediariea tor 
their head ott1ce in purchaa1nc, by rlrtue or the nriows ardiD&DC", 
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those a.ouah ot' gold which were ottered to them. by Polieb citizens 
and inatituUou under the obligatioll 1apoae4 upon thea by the aa.id 
ordiD&DCes. !here is DO direct .ri4ence aa to the transt'er ot' this 
gold to Berlin 'bv.t troa the terae ot' the ordinanoes it appears 
probable that auch gold as .... s tranat'erred was paid -tor according to 
the preTailing rate ot' exchange, aa in the cases ot' the purchaaes 
by the Re1chskred1.tbaeen 8.Jld the ElIliaaioOJ!lbank. 

'!'he eTidenoe bet'ore the Ca.dsaion mereJ.,y hnda to establish 
the t'act that gold to the aJDOunt ot 726.3553 kgt wu purchased by two 
branchea ot the Reich.bank and indicates that the GoYer.-nt ot 
Poland, upon the bub at theae purchaaes, eat1mat.. that a ~her 
3,533.9oltJt.7 kgt Imst baTe been purchased by the other sixteen branches 
ot the Reichabank. 

The Coaaiaeion is inclined to th8 y1.w that, independently 
ot an;y other grounds ot rejection, that portion ot the GoYermaent 
ot' PolaD4'. aboTe Mntioned claim which is based upon an esUlM.tion 
auat taU, in the absence ot detailed and Terif1a.ble eYidence. 
Since, howeYer, the t'ate ot gold, it' aff3, which might be allooated 
in respect ot thia portion ot the olaim is tied up with that ot the 
remaining portion ot the claiJll 8lIIOunting to 726.3553 kg2!, the 
COIaiaaioD will now proceed to exaaine the status ot the latter gold.. 

It was obrioual,r not gold tondng part ot the pre-.ar 
W)netar,r resene ot Poland. The C~sa1on has alreadIY atated 
that it oannot agree that upon the bade ot' the Polish deoree ot 
2 Septnber 1939 the gold should be treated aa monetary gold belonging 
to Poland. Theretore the .are taot thai ihe 726.3553 legs ot fine 
gold were in the banda ot the Polish population, acquired by' the 
two branchea ot the Reichabank and transterred to Ge1"llW13 nen it 
the transter were PraYed, which it b not, would not conatitilte grounds 
tor aooeptance by the C~B15ion ot thb part ot the GovernJlllSnt ot 
Poland's olaia. The Comadaaion ha. also alread3 stated that it 
cannot consider Gel"1D8.D. institutiorus, set up betore or atter the 
inTasioD, in Poland as haTing been -onetary authorities ot Poland 
and the taot theretore, it established, that the gold was entered in 
the boob ot the two braJlChe. conoerned and transterred to Germa.JJ1' 
oannot, in the Ca.LisBion's Tiew, open a right to resUtution ot this 
gold to Poland under Part III ot the Agreeaent. 

In the oirouaetanoes no further e:u.aination ot that portion 
ot the olaia ot the GoYenment ot Poland whioh is baaed upon an 
est tmat ion, i. neo••aar.y. 

The Coadsaion cannot but conolude that the GoTenment ot 
Poland haa not established ita cla1a to reaUtution ot the 
4.,260. 300 legs at' tine gold subjeot ot cla.ia 3 (a), (b) and (0) • 

• 
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The GoTenaent of Poland's original explanAtory note of 
29 April 1947 states: ­

" On NOYember 15, 1939, the chief of the foreign exchange 
"di...ision at the office of the GoTernor General. decreed the 
"contiscation of gold coins, mol ten and pure gold. A t the 
·same time the Germans began to open forcibly all safes in 
"banks and loan institutes. The Polish GoTernment is in 
"posseasion of a circular letter of the head office of the 
"Reichskreditkassen describing this action in Warsaw in 
"October 1939. A epecial Coamando waa in oharge (Deviaen­
"achuts~do). When the owner oould not be looe.ted the 
"sate was opened forcibly and its content registered. The 
"content. of the safe and the lists were turned over to the 
"Reichekreditkassen. Until the end of October 1939, 660 lists 
"containing 2,000 i telll8 were made. To quote the aboTe 
"mentioned circular letter: "rile work goes on slowly, often 
"entranoes to the Yaults ImSt first be cleared. Owners 
"camot be located, they either perished or ned. No more 
"than i of all safes were opened until now. The COUID8.l'lClo 
"will probably be ready with the job in 3 to 4 months. It is 
"difficult to estimate what the safes will yield. On the bade 
"of present results we hope to get around 1 million mark. in 
"gold and fbreign currencies"". 

It In this we:! safes were opened in all banks. There exist 
"fragmentary proofs concerning few cases to &how what was 
"taken out of the sates. The governing officers of the 
~stowa Kasa Oszolednolci (Postal SaYings Bank) found after 
"their return to liberated Warsaw in 1945 in the ruins of the 
"bank bU1lding parts of the reoeipts prepared by the above 
".aentioned Cc:aaando. Being a part only it nevertheleaa 
"consists of 14 tiles with tene of lists in eTer,y file. They 
"ahow that in bars and ooiWl the value of over 272 kg of pure 
"gold was looted as well as 8,3 of platinum. 1'he jewels 
"and foreign currenoies taken out of the safes represent a 
"value exceeding ID8l\Y time. the value of the above given 
"figure of gold. 

" The contents of safes in the branch offices of the Postal 
"SaTings Bank in Lodz, Poznan a.nd lCralcow were also confiscated. 
"On the basis of clai1ll8 registered by the cuataDers of the 
"Poetal Savinge Bank the loases in that bank alone amount 
"to tens of millions of zlotys. 

" Out of the sate. of the Bank Cukrownictwa. ani the Bank 
"ZWiasku Spolek Zaroblcowych in Poznan oyer 10 kg of gold 
"were taken al well as a large quantity of jewels. 
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" Other balta do not poa.... eTeD those t'ragmentary 

"data. The regiatratioo of 1oa.e. with the )linia try 

"of Finance _de by banks for their oustomers in oue. 

"wbere they mow of the cemtenta of the oonfisoated 

".ar.. aJMn a loa. of 33 1d.111cm doty (almost 5.500 q 

"of pure lold). The aJIOUDt of looted gold al8t baTe 

"been s peclalJJ large in banka whioh dealt with weal tb;r 

"Jewriah outo.era. 


" Polish oitizens abroad were alao at't'eoted by the con­
"fiaoatioa of gold e.peciallY in Prance, Belgiua and 
~ether1anda. To giTe Ju-t eme example: out ot' the safe 
"of a Pollsh oitizen, Mn. A.W. Hr. 1308 in the Rotterdamaohe 
"Banlcverein1.cun& M.A. in ~terdam, the GermanI!! confiscated 
"in 1942 gold in the form of bars and ooins, representing the 
"Talue of 46,000 zloty - the equiTalent of almo.t 70 kg 
"ot' pu'e gold. Th.i.a gold wae turned rrrer to the Reiohsbank 
"in Berlin. This was not an lsolated case". 

The abme stateamt ,... oonfirMd, by the Gonrnment of 
Poland, in all108t identioal terms aD forml-A-l of the 
Commi88ion's Queationnaire. 

The GoYe1'll.llent of Poland, on form 1-B-l of the Ca.WIsion'. 
Questionnaire stated:­

" On the baau ot' a part of documents pos•••sed by the 
"Post SaTing Bank the Germans haTe taken from the bank 
"u.tes gold oow, and gold ingots in the period ot' 
"14/X.1939 - lQ/IV.l94Q. 

92,818.50 kg. 139 u. 657 
"Rouble. 1'Z7,148.50 " 98 44.3". " 
"RM. 37,945.- " 13 " 600 
~ 8,365.- " 2 " 428 
"Ziotya 2,475.- " " 718 
.~ Engl. 216.- 1 582" " 
.£ Turk1ah 4.- " 29" 
"Auatr. Crowns 5,697.50 " 1 " 737 
".lustr. Sohilling. , ",,0.- " 76" 
"Sosnd. CroIIIUI 80.- " " 32 
"Dan. Crawna 60.- " " 24­
"Ducats 58.- " 199" 
"Dutch Plcr. 155.- • " 94 
"Monetary gold cl ingot. 1 " 429·9 

" kg. 260 11". 049 

""Prom .ate Nr. 1308 belOillging 
"to the citizen AlioJa 
"Wo1oa.-ka, 20 k1g gold in bar. 
"20,000 gold dollara, 20,000 
"golden traDe. and 3,000 Awstr. 
"ducats (golden) nre looted " 213" 

Total - kg. 338 gr. 262 
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"Besid•• about 8.3 klg. ot platinium were taken from the Poat 

"SaTing Bank aa well aa a great quantity ot jewels and other 

-Talua.bles-. 


There ia a mistake in the addition· in the above sohedule. 
The aorrect total 18 329.2619 kgt and not 338.262 kgt. 

Fbotooopies end oertitied aopies of doouments dated 
24- January and 18 April 1944, relating to tbe above Mntioned sei~ures 
were furnish.d by the GOTern.ment ot PGland. It would aeem that in 
mo.t ouea SOllIe form ot aonaideration in re1chaJlal"ka waa oredi ted 
to the a.ocounta ot the victiDIS of these .e1zur... In the aue of 
lLr. lfolosz.ynalci (not Mrs. Woloasynan as stated ill the deolara.t'ions 
af the GOTenuDltnt ot Poland) whose sat. a.t the Rotterdamsohe 
B~ereinigtmg, at Amsterdam aontained 69.213 lcgf' ot gold, the 
docUDlllDtation olearly shan that the gold wea aontiaQated and that no 
aonsideration was given. This was a pena.lt,y tor non-observanoe 
of the German ordinances, the owner of the gold haTing admitted that 
he voluntarily amitted to deolare or surrender it. 

It is nowhere suggested, in the doc\.llJlentAtion submitted by the 
Government of Poland, that any ot the quantiti.. ot gold seized were 
the property of the Po. tal Savings Bank and no information regarding 
the status of the latter or ita relations with the State baa been 
furniahed. 

All the information furnished tends to j,ndiaa~ ' that all the 
gold aehed belOll8ed to Polish aitisens who bad placed it in safea 
hired by the. at the .eat of the Paa tal Savings or in one af its 
branches or in oertain private banks. 

The Commiaaion conaludea, in the circWll8tanoes, that the 
gold falls within one of the oategories upon whicb the CoD¥ldse1on has 
already giv8Il a ruling in ita analyais of the queries and a.rgu.enta 
whiah M'3 be aonsidered aa affecting the Poliah ola1D8, 8J!J a whole, 
or folloring upon its examination of cla.i.DB 1, 2 (a) and (b) and 
3 (a), (b) and (a). 

This alaim of the GOTernment of Poland there fore fatls • 

• 

• 

5. 

I 
The explanatory note 15 ent with the Government of' Poland' a 

original documentation atatea:­

" In 194-5 a regi15tration of war 108S9 15uffe~d by 
"individuals has been ordered throughout Poland. It oOll8isted _ 
"of a declaration recorded on a standard form an which under the 
"heading: III2. a. flVcry cituen had the opportunity to register 
"his losaes in gold and other valuablea. The genuineness of' 
"a declaraticm was attested to 88 to it. content by two witnes.ea and 
-aa to the form by a gonrnmept offioial .upervie1Dg the 
"registration. The witneases had to give their residence on the 
• first aide of' the form. The purpose of the formal aupernaion 

".. to exalude arJ3 overvaluation of the loasell. 
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• !be.. 4ecl.a.raUou are be1q entrutK tar ...r. keepiJa& 
• to the couatry ..d 01ty author1U... aM well reoorde4. 

.1fM7 .-ber alJIo.t It 1I11.1ioa. 


• j. qecial ~~t apDoy baa thoro~ eD-i",. 

·all tlw•• c1eolaratioDa a. to the loue. in gold. ADd other 

·Taluabl... ot 1'; 1I1ll1oD. 134.500 pereau are cla1w1na 

·lo••e. ".ulU.ZJ& t'roa looUag c::r OOId'1.oaUoa ot IOld or 

·other Tal_bl... It baa been po.d..ble to eatabliah DO't 

.aal7 the total Tal. ot the it.. ·1Ol4 ADd. Tal-.ble." 

~ &lao to 41ttareaUat. betwn "tbe Tarioua aort. ot 

·Tal_bl••• 


• !he total Tal. ot ,014 cow aD4 gol.4 'ban 1a equinlent 
• to 4. 875 q. ot pve gol4. 

• 1be Taluabl•• (rlDp, chdn ., -.taIM., wri.t bazaa.., 
.....dliou eta.) loat by iDdiri.4uJ.. aoant to 326.051.64.5 
·sloV aooor4illl to the cIeolaratiolla. It 1. onl..7 :ta1r to 
·acoept that t_ TalM ot lolA ..aunh to ~ ot th1• .,. 
"... the other Talable. lib preo1oua .tODe. oonatitut. 
• &DOther 50}(;. It 1a baown that the Genl&n autboritie. OOD.­

·Ter'tM IOld pro4ucta ot aiDor arUsUo Talue into gold. be.ra ­
·u it i. clearly ".coutrated. by the orden ot the GelWJl 
·central autborU1e. traDAitted to the ooDCentration CUIp 
·in Onieo1a aD4 Oran1enbars. !be._ order., DOW in 
·po.....iOll of the Poliah GcwerlACt bear al.o te.t1Jao~ to 
.'the tact that Tal_ble. were g1T_ OYer to the Reiobabank. 
"!be gold. ban HrftCl to iacre.... the Seman IIOD8bry gol4 
• .took. j. larp part ot Tal_bl•• &D4 .apeoial.ly ,1ellQll4a 
·were IIOld ill aeutral ooUl1trie., eich nabled Ge!W.lV' to 
"pt t'oreilll exobange wi thout uilll lwr 0Wtl IIODetary gold.. 

• On tiM balia ot a tair ••U_te that 5O}b ot all looted 
·ftl-.bl.•• ooa.ai.te4 ot 1014 ancl takiDf the Poliah gold 
.pe.r1ty (1 kg ot ,ol4 • 5.924.,44- uoty) the amount ot golA 
·wh1oh the ee:r-n. cS.riYM tro. loote4 yalua.ble. i. beiDa.p'" at 27,519 kp.. . 

It 1a further .tated, b7 the Gonr.-m.t ot PolaDd, on tara 
l~-l ot the Ca.a1••1OD'. Que.t1onnaire:­

• !be regi.ter ot -.r 10.....uata1M4 by oirtl population 
.tully dealt wUh in the ae-ral report .ubaitted. to the 
"ec-1Sa10D oonred. OYer ODe aDd halt a 1IilliOll atfected 
·o1tisena. Only 1Jll,..OOO haTe deol.ared their lo••e. in gold 
·aM Tal_bl••• 

• The 10.... i. IQld oonaiat ot 001u ot dithrent oountrie. 
·tabu by the GeraDa which together with gold iIIgot • ..,.t 
• to onr 4.,875 klg. or tine aol4. 

• !'be 10•••• ot Taluable. d.eal.are4 to be regi.tered aooorcl:1.ng 
"to .ub.Uted UolaraUona aoant to ORr 326 williana ot 
•Zloty.. !ftIfte i. 1'M.101l tor u.'" that 5OJ' or thia alDl 
·oonai.t. of ,olden ore aD4 otlaer 5O}b ooui.t of other 
·Tal.aabl••, ~1. anA golden objecn.. 
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" It i8 a well known fact that the German authorities melted 
"gold objects of no great artistic value into bars of gold. 
"More valuable jewelry was sold abroad in neutral countries in 
"order to obtain foreign currency, which allowed them to preserve 
"their own stock of monetary gold which otherwise would have to be 
"used up. 

" Admi tting that ~ of the whole value of the robbed valuables, 
"namely 163 millions Zlotys was gold are and admitting at the 
"same time the value of this gold ore according to the value or 
"the Polish Zloty, /l kg of gold:: 5,924,44 Zlotys/ the quantity 
"of fine gold in valuables amounts approximately to over 27,500 klg. 

" As said in the general report submitted to the Coamission, the 
"register could not cover the whole of the Polish losses in Zlotys. 
"The repatriation or the whole population is not been completed 
"yet. Many people did not register their 10sse8. As a matter or 
"fact, the register does not include millions of people dead and 
"murdered during the warft 

• 

Form 1-B-1 or the CODmission's Questionnaire, as ccupleted by 
the Government of Poland, contains the following schedule:­

" The 10ll8es of the Polish population declared when registering 
"war 108ses:­

"In gold coina and gold ingot. 

"t U. S.A. 1.534.630 klg 2..309 gr. 0353 
"Auatr. Ducats 1.2.4.9 4­ 3000 
" 75.200 4­ 3000 
"£ Engl. 6.182 4-5 2665 
"Flor. Aue1ir. 12 0 0348 
":nor. Dutch. 210 0 1270 
"Auetr. Crown8. 66.840 20 3n5 
"SWedish Crowns 1.240 0 500 
"Lei Rum 7.CXXJ 0 2100 
"Italian Lire_ 40 0 0058 
"R.R. 601.84D 215 7J.4.5 
"H\mg. Penge 
"Rouble. 

1.900 
1.023.105 

0 
192 

5000 
5833 

"Gold cow 
"(variOU8 kind) 
"Gold ingot. 

1.4.51 
7 

7000 
0000 

Total - 4-.875 klg 

"50f0 or the 8~ ot 
"326 ~11ona Z1ot,y_ 
"or declared 108"_ 
"in valuables • 1'3 
"mll1ona ot tiDe gold. 21.515 

!o1ial - .32.380 klg. 
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There is a mistake in the addition of the number of 
kllograma of fine gold said to be oontained in the coins described 
in the aboTe schedule. The correct figure is 4-,857.2047 lc.gf and 
the correot general total is 32,372.2047 kgf. 

Various liah of gold coins alleged to have been looted, 
a specimen form, presumably the form which had to be completed by 
Polish citizens olaiming to have suffered war lossee and a 
cert ified translation of a German ordinance, d::a ted 17 September 
1940, relating to property in that part of Poland which was annexed 
to the Reich, was also furnished. The Conmiseion noted, inter 
alia, from one of the documents submitted (a photocopy of a 
me.arandta by a German general, General Glaoocnik) that the proceeds 
of the looting which took place at Lublin were valued at some 
~ 178,745.960. The original of the latter document was, it 
would seem, produced before the court at the Nuremberg trials. 

The evidenoe shows that an agency was set up, after the war, 
by the Government of Poland, to receive declarations of war losses 
from Polish citizens and that the latter, in their declarations, 
claimed to have suffered losses, in the form of gold coins and bars, 
repreeenting a total of 4,857.2047 legs of fine gold. The total 
Yalue of other "valuables" (rings, chains, watches, wrist bands, 
medallions etc.) claimed to have been lost is estimated, by the 
Government ot Poland, at 326,051. 645 Zlotys. In this connection 
the Government of Poland submit. the following reasoning:­

It Admitting that 5O'fo of the whole value of the robbed 

"valuables, namely 163 millions Zlotys was gold ore and 

"admitting at the same time the value of this gold ore 

"according to the value of the Polish Zloty, /l kg of 

"gold. 5,924,44 Zlotys/ the quantity ot tine gold in 

"n.J.uables 8lDOunts approximately to over 27,500 tig". 


The Coamission has examined all this document a tion with 
great care. It undoubtedly shows that the population of Poland 
euf'fered considerable losses at the handa of the Germane and the 
Commission has noted thie fact with the greatest ~thy. It 
cannot, however, follow the Government of Poland in its reasoning. 

There is no quastion but that one of the elements upon which 
the Government ot Poland bases its claim in respect of the 
27,500 legs (claim 5 (b)), is an e stima.tion of the gold cont ent of 
"valuables" other than gold coins and bars. 

The Polish decree of 2 September 19.39 and the ~I1DAn 
ordina..ncee imposing the surrender of gold did not apply to 
valuables such as rings, chains, watches etc. The Government ot 
Poland does not contend that these valU8.ble~, after collection, 
were entered in the book8 of the Reichskreditkassen and other 
GeI1ll8.ll inatitutions, considered by the Gove:rnment of Poland as 
It the central. banks of occupied PolandIf. The argument s put forward 
by the Government of Poland in conneotion with the gold colleoted 
by the Reich8kredi tkaseen and other German institutiona do not, 
therefore, apply in this case and, if they did, the Coumission 
has a1re~ demonstrated that it oannot ' accept them. 

SIIQ?e~ J~7AJlU3 
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Independently of the fact that the documentation 
furnished in eupport of this olaim carmot be d eaoribed as 
constituting "detailed and verifiable data", 8.S required 
~ Part III of the Agreement, the Commiesion finds same 
d1ffioul ty in d.etennining the grounds upon which it was put 
forward since the term "monetary gold", however liberally 
interpreted, could hardly be held to include a gold ring or 
a gold watch in the unreetricted poeeeesion of a private 
individual. · Nor could the term "belonging to it" (a claimant 
country) be interpreted ae applying to this same gold ring 
or gold watch. 

The Gov6nJment o'f Poland, in ite oral arguments did, 
it ie true, attempt to demonstrate that the gold contente 
of valuable. - ringe, ..tcMs etc. - should be coneidered as 
monetary gold because some pLrt of the eaid content:s may 
haTe found its way into the gold reseI'Yes of the Reichsba.nk 
but this po1nt has already been dealt with in the Commiseion' 8 

analysis of the queries and arguments of the Government of 
Poland which might be coneidered as affecting the Polish claiDu! 
as a ..mole. 

The Commission cannot but oonclude that the 
27,500 kgs of fine gold eetimated (for thie figure ie only 
an estimation) to have been oontained. in Taluables looted 
fran Polish citizens, .ubject of the GoTemment of Poland's 
olaim 5 (b), did not corustitute monetary gold belonging to 
Poland within the meaning of Part III of the Agreement. 

With regard to claim 5 (a), that 1s to s83 with 
regard to the 4,857.~7 kgs of fine gold, in the form of 
001118 and bars, subject of declarations of losses by Poliah 
citizens, the Coumission' e Tiew, for reasons which have alre~ 
been etate4 in detail, is that this gold belonged to private 
indiTiduals, that it did not function as monetary gold of 
Poland prior to the publication of the decree of 2 September 
1939, and that the latter decree, for reasons which have, also, 
already been stated did not haTe the effect of making it monetary 
gold of Poland. 

http:Reichsba.nk


-30­

The C~seion, further, note. that there is nothing to show 
that thia claia (5 (a», does Dot conatitut., in pe.rl at le..t,. . , 

a 4upl.1ce.tion ot cla1nw 1, 2 (a) and 3 (a), \b) and (c) in respect 
ot go14 collected by the Roichskreditka.sen and other GerrQ&\ll 
iuUtutiona since the ooina and ban deo1ared al lost by Polish 
oitizena ~ well haTe toUDd their ·wq to Ge~ through the 
inter-ed'isry ot the ReichaJcreditkaaacm and other Ce1'tl8Jl 
1naUtutiOl1. and be included in the gold olaime4 by the GoveI'tJIMnt 
of Poland a8 barlng been collected by these institutions. (1) 

For the abon re8.801UJ and other rea8()Q8 gi~ earlier in 
this adjudioation the Couaiseion cannot but find that olaim 
5 (a) and (b) taU. in ita c.tirety. 

!. 

In torm 1-A-1 ot the COlllmission'. Q\,IeatiollQA1re returned 
under oOYer ot the Govemment ot Pola.Id's note, dated 29 April 1947, 
the latter etates:­

" The Genaanl oaJIIIitted 1II8.BS looting in a moat rutUesa 
~, oombined with ..... murder or tortures to death, 
"which toot place in conoentrat ion oamps. There were ClTer 
"400 ot the•• campa on Poliah so11. The report BUbn1tted 
"t.o the CoaIIIIieaion deals :f'ullJ' with theee extendnating 
"actirlties which aimed at the biological amdhllat,ion ot 
"the Poliah and Jewish nationa. The ann'hilation ot Jews 
"in Poland wu oarried out altDOst completely and the Polish 
"nation eecaped this fate onl,y owing to the notory ot the 
"Allied Nations. 

II .As stated in the report mentioned, the total ot Polish 
"citizena who were murdered in concentration camps 8Joounh to 
"4,900.000. 1,700_000 were Christiana, 3,200.000 Polish Jews. 

II We can safely assume that at least ~ ot the Christian 
"population among whom prevailed members of tree professions 
"and intelligentsia had gold in coins and in golden objects 
"(watohes, wedding rings, chains etc) appro%i1lll8.tely 25 gr. 
"per person. Thi_ ..kes over 20.000 klg ot fine gold of 
"which the rlctima were robbed. 

" As to the Jewe, supposing that 3,200.000 murdered 
"persona oonaisted of 80.000 tam.Uiea ot 4 persona each and 
"that f!fYery family posseased onJ..y 100 (ir. ot tine gold ot 
"di.N'erent kind, we ~ obtain the figure ot at 1eut 
"80.000 k1.g., which were looted by the Q.enana. 

" Aocorting to intonation, the gold and n.1uablea robbed 
"in conc.ntration campI were as a rule dnpt.tcbed to the 
WReiohabenk where they contributed to the inareaae of the 
".took ot mC>netar.r gold". 

(1) In thi. OODDeOUon. aee tootDOte (11) pap 1 ot thia 
adJCice."ion. 
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10m l-B-l ot the ea.isaion's Questionnaire return.ed 
under COTer ot tM aboYe mentioned note, dated 29 April 1947, 
oonte..1n.a the following schedule:­

"Unit: klg. of tine gold /1000/1000/ 

- 1939-1945 Total 

-Looted from -.ardered Chrl.t.iaA 
-Polish citiseaa 20,000 

"Poli.h J .... 80,000 

"Total 100,000 kg. 100,000 kg" 

In .upport of this claim the GoTerDDent of Poland baa 
fundahed TariouS document. (in the form of photocopies or . 
certified "randationa). One of these do~nte, which is in 
~r.an, 18 a copy of inatructiona giTeIl, on 24. January 1944, to 
the adm1nhtration of the concentration caap of Auschwi tz, by 
the head of Section D. II - adainiatratiTe Group D - ooncentration 
campa. '1'h1s document OOIltaina detailed instructions regarding 
the cluaitication and di.posal of valuables taken from. 
prisooera in ooncentration ~s. 

Tba Polish RepreaentatiTe, when he ...15 heard by the 
CoaaiI5aion on 12 F'eb~ 1951, banded to the Caamission a 
photocopy of a seoret letter, dated 8 October 1942, addressed 
by the Central O:N'ioe of the S. S. for eoonomio affairs and 
administration to the "Reichstuhrer" S. S. Berlin. This letter 
mentioned that gold, approximately 50 kg., re1DOYed trca dentures 
and teeth of deceased prisoners waa to be depoaited at the 
Reichabank. 

The doOUlMmtation f"urn1shed by the Government of Poland 
eatablishe. a fa.ct which is not denied by the Coumiseion namely 
that sections of the Polish population were treated in an 
extrellely harsh fashion by the GenDanS and that many of ita 
ID81Ilber. were brutally murdered and their belongings looted. 
The C~S8ion and the world in general are, unfortunately, aware 
that deplorable inoidents ocourred in nearly all, if not all., 
the occupied. countries. 

The Coumiseion notes that whereas in the case of claim 
5 (b) the Government of Poland at least had the declarations of 
losses by Polish citizens upon which to base an estimation it 
haa no .uch basis in the present case .inoe no declarations of 
108ses haTe apparently been made by the next of kin, of which 
there IIIllJIt be some, of the rlctiDUI of the concentration camps. 

~1l'~~jl,:rl'jt ""e ."e X08 

'.'"":j P":<tt fV C'f't:)- 1:. aH,:j ~fl'~O 'WU.-I~lfllC Ie.7-"!'C:'" Va'i11 v 208787 ' 
SIJ(ft~ +~ 7A.JJU3 1r71896(IJV7V A:~'J~~n;, . 

0:3l:l1SS'tfl8:30loS' E)~ 

http:oonte..1n
http:return.ed


- 32 ­

The Goven.ent of Poland t 15 es tima.tion of 100.000 kgf appears 
to be a pure~ arbitrary one, unsubstantiated by aQY direct 
evidenoe of Talue. 

It b with some surprise that the Comnission has noted 

the existence of this claim since it has been unable to find in 

Part III any grounds, however slight, which would jUBtit'y the 

submission, by the Government of Poland, or _the consideration 

by the CommiSSion, of such a claiD4 


Indeed, although acta of terrorism and looting, such as 
are described by the Government of Poland, were committed by 
the ~I in concentration camps, to .. greater or lesser 
degree, in all occupied countries, no other claimant Government 
but that of Po1a.nd (with the exception of one, which, like 
Poland was able to send abroad and recover the greater poriion, 
if not all, of i h pre""W8.I' JDOnetar,y reserTe, and whose claim 
the Coami••ion found itself obliged to reject) has considered 
that there were groUllld.a in Part III of the Agreement for 
.ubm1tting olaim8 011 thl. account to the Coaai.uion. 

It 18 ooa.on knowledge that most of these oountries, if 
not all, baTe passed legialation for the purpoae of dealing, as a 
purely interD&l matter, with war ~ge and war loeses suffered 
by ta.1r populations and that purely national agenoies haTe been 
set up to reoeiTe clai.. in th18 respect tro. prin.te citizens 
and peJ auch cc.pensation as ha.a been prorld,ed for by the 
legislator ae a charge against the natioDal. budget. It would 
appear, tro. the doo~ntation aubtdtted by the GoTeI"DlDent of 
PolaD4 that ai_liar action baa been taken in Poland. 

Put Tery brietly, the eo-iaaion holds that the 
requ1~at of Part III of the ~t that detaUed and 
nr1fiabl.e data abould be .upplied ba. not been met, that the gold, 
.uoh of it as there "., .... not ametary gold at the ti.me it 
was looted and that, tlartber, it did not beloag to Poland but to 
priTate indirlduala. Indeed, the GoTe~t of Poland does not 
appear to oontend that it was .:metary gold at the time it was 
looted or that it belonged to Poland, (the Poliah Representative, 
"11 be ... beard OIl 12 F'ebruary 1951, ill t'a.ct admitted that 
it -'8 not .,netary gold). The GoTe~llt of Poland's contention, 
a. the Ca..i.aion underatanda it, is that .inae acme of this 
sold aa::/ bave found ita w::/ into the gold reseI"V'ea of the 
Re1chabank it shOuld, for this reaeon, be ooneidered to have 
No·a.e monetary gold .ub.equently to the looting and that an 
allocation ahould be .-de to Poland on thi. aOcolDlt. Thia 
the.18, in the faoe at the olear wordinc of Part III of the 
~fllllmt, -a proportia.l eha.re ot the 1014 abtJ.l be allocated 
to each oo\IDh'7 ooDMrMCl ••••••• which can ••tabliah (on the 
baa1s of ciet,a.llecl anA nritiable data) u.t a definite amount 
ot lICDet8.l7 IOl4 belODCina to it ..... l~ed b.1 Genaal\Y ••••••• " 

fI-;rN ~."e - XOS 
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is quite unacceptable. The Commission has already given, 
earlier in thia adjudication, in great detail, its I'68.8ona 
for its findings as abaTe and considers it unnecessary to 
develop them further here• 

• 

In Tiew of all that precedes, the Coamission, pursuant 
to the mission entrusted to it and to the powers conferred 
upon it by virtue of the Agreement and its Terms of Reference, 
finds as follows:­

The Government of the Republic of Poland has not 
established before the Coumission, under Part III of the 
Agreement on Reparation from Germany, on the establishment of 
an Inter~llied Reparation Ageney and on the Restitution of · 
Monetary Gold signed in Paris on 14 January 1946, its claim 
in respect of 138,718.5309 (one hundred and thirty eight 
thouaand, .even hundred and eighteen.53(9) ld.lograms of fine 
gold. No ahare in the pool of IOOnetary gold established 
punuant to the abaTe-..ntioned Agreement and administered by 
the Gove~nh of tM United states of America, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of France, 
can, therefore, be allocated to the GoYerrtlllent of the Republio 
of Poland in re.pect of the aJIOWlt claaed. 

Done, in duplicate, in Brussels, on 

in the English and French languages, the two texts, one set of 
which shall be depoaited in the a.rchiTes of the GoveI1lJllmt of 
the French Republ ie, being equally authe'htie. 

Commissioner of the Coaaissioner of the Commissioner of 
Government of the GoTe1"IDMnt of the the Government of 
Uni ted State_ of United Kingdom of the French Republ ic. 
America.. Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland. 

The Secretary Ge neral. 

20878B . 
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'~ SUBJECT \ Stcltel~ll1t by Polish Representative before Gold ·Commission. 
':." \Septf'.J'rA?cr :;J. 1950~ 

" 

'I'\~ere are transmitted herewith copios of the verbatim reporto£. 
the statoment Ulade by tho representative of. Poland at the meeting of 
th,E) 'In.part.ite COIlll"1Ii..saion for 'I;he }test!tutiol1 of Monetary Gold held in 

'. ' . Bel;'ium on Tuesday, Septcl:1ber Y, 1950. 
" 

'1'he obtaininc of copies of th.i.s staLcmeat has been delayed by 
various untoward and unfOreseen circumstances. Fbwewr, it. will ' be 

\ . noted tlia·t; the stat:.amant of the Pollsh representativa is to be continued 
<' a~,; some later meeting of the Gommissi.orl. 'l'h:UJ fut.ure statement_ or 

continuation of the ' statement. has also been (!(."layed by the absence 
..... 	 of the Polish repreaentative in New York~ and hence the delay in trans­

mittin~ cop-les of the .first part of the sta-tement may not have caused 
any 'partic:ul.ar inconvenience G 

.,, 
It may be observed that the Polish repreDentat1ve'g statement 

raises ce:rta:l.n questions which might be of interest.. not only in con­
nect.~on \11"1. 'th the Poli.sh claim, but also in conne.ction Withthe operation 
of' t lLfl GOIrmtL<>siol1 and of' all claims submitted to it. As an examj;fle'. the 
Polish representative spoke at some :Length on the question of the inter­
pretation of the phrase "Monetary Goldt '. He argued for a liberal inter­
pretaulol1 of tillS phrase, but clail.led that the Cormssion itself was 

\ ~ tendill}, to 'Galre a restricted interpretation. 

It is sUf~gested thi..lt his statel00nt miiJ;htbe considered from this 
broader .ptt1..'1t of vIew, as W(,lll as from its appli.cation to the specific ' 
PoUsb clcl·<ro.. The statement :J.aS not yet been formally considered by 

. the Commission i tsel£G 

(NOTli~, 'l'he enclosures conSist. of' the orif{l.nal. copy oi' the Polish rep!..\~ 
sentativets statement as receivod from the Commission E,ecretariat and 
as corrected 1J.J the Polish representative himself. . The 0 ther copies 
haF0 been lll84e from this oI'"11rlna~, but have not been proof"-read.. ) 
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VI.BATIk REPORT 

0' m S'lAfEMEIT 

MADS. TIlE DmESMATIU or POLAJID 
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of the 


fRlPARflTE CO"MMISSIOI 


t. the 


l\E8Tltunol 01' MOIE'.WlI OOl.D 
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2. PPLlSH RmWIBDD 
Mq it ~. tbe eo.1.a1on. 'Dle Poliah ao....t baa a'¥ailed 

1taelt of the opporttalt)' to em""». the ca•• wh10h U Wore the ac.taaion in 

OOIlllection witoll the aldJa vh1ah it hu put tonard to the co.1.11oD ... t1ae ago, 

and I have eoaehve OIl the inatructlona of ., Qc'YUUlct .. ap~1Mto:re the 

Cow' .aion !n oJ'der tel F ..ct :ltI vi.. 1D aCmlUtoticm v1tb We ola1a CIOIlo.eraiDg 

gold looted i'l"OII Polac! aDd reowc1 Ulegal.l7 bT Bitlerite a.~ duriq the lI&r. 
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RG · ...., '.~ 
EntryLc)t bJD liS . 
File :r -AJV~,,~~ F:",,\ 
Box ~.~ A(h'..d~.t"" 

A.a tilt·__•• ot the CoJa1••1cn aM aw.r., IQ' Gc'fe__t .i._ 
with the thr•• Oov..-..nts of ~ Vd:ted !had., tq tlb1t-.! states of '-rioa 

and J'Joanae 011 .1"a1Jr 6, 1949 a pJ'Otoool b7 which Pol.aDd 'be.... a partr to Pan In 
of the Aare..t on lleparaUcna Ina ~ IUI4 the eatabl1Umtct of _ Inter­

Allied Reparat10a AltDC'J' eililed at Paria OD JanU&l7' 14, 1946, 1,.. tht pan 
dee]in, vitb the I'e8t1tuUon of anet&r7 gold. Pursuant to thi. pntoeol, 

Poland acsqu:l.nd aU riahta to whiClh the ngnatori•• of !'aft Ul of the l~ 

Uon jgl'etIB8I'1t 01 1_-17 14, 1946 tiaft be. and 1ft .titled. HIJ I u.r.tore 

.tate trc. the Vft7 outnt of ~ r.ark. I wish tc. __ w., I tbat 1 _ 

ad4ress1na U. C'Aw"aa!0Il .a the r.."..tatlve ct a Signatc17 00....." to 

tbI docuact in que-aU_, 1n Ol'der to pnma.t 1ta '11.. aad a'ttitudeoonoeminC 

the ol.aima it haa ~ to., reatltutloD ot the &Old !a ...ftioa.• 

~. ot tM ec.i.a1cm will r..u that fIJ' Oonmmet hu 

auWtt.. to the ao-tu1oD eerta1D !ntOJ'IIBtiOll, ttet&Uid SBtol'Mt1ca I ahould 

aq I ooncern1ng OUl' 10.... 111 COld* W. hav. -attted ,,"-eta .. aU14aviw. 

w. hay. &leo delqaW til aplri .in Bruaell ~ .• ooald "'PPlT tile ao.:t••1cn 

vith a1l7 lntonaatioa i" ., haw vie.! to pbt.a!a. lr1 rllJ)l1', H7 ~t 

rece1'V'td haa the C~d.oIl a ~r dated JulT '2'l, 1950. !b eo.s.aab 

vas good couP to :Woa 'III Go'Nl'Dact of tt. 'Vi... it hu takea 011 tH clooa­

..t. sulJlitted to it .. the ao..raact r4 Polad .. un... at what .s.. ..u4ld 
a preljpt1n eJ7 dH1aion, thet itwa. QIUlQl. to t1Dd IUq 1:aW tor tM ta"fcurabl.e 

collaid....Uon 01 the o1a1Il aulldtted '" Pol..ud. It ....t:1.fDId that tld.a 

!V., deo1a1oa.s a Terl preJ1w!bUJ deo181oA ad .. net the t1ul. Juc1..t of the
-"" . 

case. !'.b.4tn 1e on. pa:rt1nlal" wtoee 1rl the lett. of lulTin, 1Jl tu fun 

puqraph, \dl1ah I would l1ke to aent1oa1. It ~" the _I'd eall.,c-. ad 

to quo1,., it val nated thet the lOUah aoWl'1llltllt·" «.1.,•• GCDO~ 
138,?38,5309 kp. ~ &elO14 .,.. qualified &II "&l1epd". lCr Qo'fU'DMrlt eauot 

but '- ••toa1lbed __ lIoth the -l"dJ.aa and ~ 01 thi. pIU't o.t .the l-"er. 

It .... that tbe Ccad.la101l q\WII'Uona the loiS•• 1a0U1"1"1d bI JIola4"u a rdUlt 
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