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tention en the part of
Article III losses.

Uith reepeot 'to tlg" Pagt of; M

mst insist on clear and amlcbe 1
stration can he made tmﬂ}e«many m',g apon 3

gold claimed, the claim m st fail, In‘oonnm.lon with t.he &mnstmtion of loes
there arises the problem: of pousiblo mooipt by ‘the’ elaimant sountry of equiva-
lent value for the: -gold: t.akm\ hy Qemw Obviously, 1€ 1% appears that the

sountry receéived: fhllwalm]for the gold mndgra& either’ ia ‘terms of foreign

ror auch evidence eould be justified
] Mng tha.t mat.er value

epplying this oriteria rigidly 4s thet it may resul fsn d&mmmxon against
those countries which were met mthlesaly explolte& by.Germany., It 1s these
countries vhich, naturally: gnough, ‘are 'least, gb;.e t‘o'; prqvidc detailed and
verifisble data. The quéstion a‘risa_ hetheraom :
mede for failures oa.thia"oqm., -
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agal: st the mnetary ingti ti A-he 3 i,e galdx aswans’met.
 aPPTOPT 'été

: & 38 - vmrfrpemling the uutwma of zuch
negotiations or arbita’cio nj heimrer,» 'concorn: the Commi gsicn
directly. If the atandsrda lam -down 1n the definition of monstery gold
ere met, then ihe mwmpt:lon of omera?ip wft*‘be; consi&cmd almes‘k
camplete, Howover, as: uill agpear ‘below; 1% may:be/;
try to fall to meet to, Lhe full the*’stamiarﬂf.of sthe; deﬁnition, and yet
nevertheless makau ; 5\ omrship. :

gested, can he deriv "fm
tion, 1t will be.re

by the elsimant Gavwrnm}?t, it nmst‘alao bo! ?en., m in t‘"xﬁ accounts of
the Government 1tself, gr? of & mn@tary anthority of the Government, ag
pert of the gountry's Wiw Itr ia this last stipulation which

hes glven rise i.o 4 1fficulty ix: the: m}crit f‘of t.f;e easea gtill o tstarsd-

uw;a'.s
III of the Paria”"Agree;m%Pg/,
it thought would: ‘bute

developed betmn” he cn}
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MEMORANDUM FOR ';‘I E

cal;ie HS. 1%0 d"j

mises the queation of the ity

countries partiﬁpating in |

- PR B ! . . 3 !
the lines of the documont tlranamittod t0° the Sﬁﬁt@

requested from the participating cou.ntries by the éolﬂ %mieaion.

Dr, Howard also said that with specb to subutaslmdard bars or . bare of un-

‘ i

D'a;artmsnt could be

to give a receipt for'bsra,

‘However, in ecable No. 11&60

" to approve a raceipt fom cai.lling for ‘verification of wight and. fineness

H

Lo ? - \f. _'. l{
Eit’giigh,t otivels
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for one of the racipienta, such a;

of the gold content made by

“7/ 12 neither of the two 'alte‘m

United Btates Government to

duklovitq, m Cacdc he deum
Ato agree to a qualifiod rece

1N

'baeis of aesaye made 'by that

i

. Sud«
that one of the partieipanta

{

j conn#.ry.

i as” !'ranco,

atives ; ontion

ified.% kncoipt calling fdr mbaéquent =
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,'Von to Para 22 é.g., French currency
‘ Is it returned to Frence in
2o to IGGB'E |! P ]

{

co n:and bnllion found 1n coxgcentration camp loot

2,
8o into gold pot? It ia cl**early monetary gold. | About $65,000 so fer
inventoried, - - ) o

s B ; ) 5I,:: .i
3. Soma concentr tion ‘gcam;p .‘Loot identifieble since it is contained
in individual paokets bea Sg name ‘of owner, date, etc. Except in ceses
. of exosptional value: may this 'oe turned over without 1dentify to IGCR
without attempting to locate o'amer and restituta.
! Ly

h. ' Goncentretion camp loot c taine some relgiatered securities, .
Should attempts Ye made to. reatitute to owner orl heirs¥ Can IGCR
negotieste theae 1nstruments it ow?aer ‘een not repeat not be found?

Wi !

5. In ell 'casea it 1s believed undeeirable tLat IGCR have restitution's
functions or information as gto identity of previous owner of property given
thmo : . i H I .

(L

. 6. There are other collections of valuablesl aside from concentration
cemp ceches whisch are obvicusly loot--e.g., depos:lts of coins end jewels
etc. of Kaltenbrunner end ot[her s[. 8. loot. | I .

nak .<.",; ' i :
7+« Suggest policy wherebys (a[) all valuableis (gold, coins, currency,

jewels, securities) for which there is a strong suspicion they were looted
from raclel, religious or pqlitic‘afl vietins, except in ceses of

exceptional value and restitlutab . a8 suggested llPara.[ 3 above, be classified
@s non-monetary gold end glven to IGCR regardlesa of any other directives
which may be appliceble, excluding objects of little Pr not value, This
would meke for administrative simplication. (’o) In c?sas of doubt or con- !

flict, non-monetery goléd ;t‘tmd should be favored.. i ;

[ | !

; .

"national origin“ as usédj in JCS directive

v

8,%What is meant by term

.
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Dateldl May" 31 1946
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
INCOMH‘\lG TELEGRAEM

i

Bruéséls

and, my 554 and 561& k
Have fo:t'lwarded attached t‘o airgram A~ 239

[

May 31 final form proposed draft letter and questionnaire

taken from govt and national banks. :Paris discussions
with several nations 1nd1cated 1nclusion of these types

of losses. Does Dept agme?

Three.

By 2R aé/_l?
;: - .
/ DIVISION OF , “
/' COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 8
y “TELEGRAPH BRANCH
ACTION: ESP o
- INFO oo
Awaz KCB-C , i ; ;3 l
Lrell Paraphrase barora com=~,
EUR municsting except ‘to ; l -
‘ DC/L Govt Age ‘ies., o ”
- ITP iz} by
. OFD A .M T
OFS CONFIDERTIAL © || ||
Fo R b
DC ‘ oo
! SECSTATE S
1R
..... 660, May 31, 1 pim.
PROM DORR FOR‘FA ”1
- REDEPTEL 533 ¢
One.
on SOId poto
‘ﬁ ny‘ VVMI TVO -
T
f}&‘f& . . subject def

d meeti

e

eld for monetary purposes and vhether or not

o

e

ngaz'ding the dei’inition of the phrase

Request, departmental approval on letter and
queationnaire and authomty to send letter.

!
Re paragraph four dpaft: |letter and act Paris
our 1nterpretation is all proved losses gol

tion | would be considered wvhethér or no

"Allied Governments ‘concerned” part 3-D Paris agreement,

Rueff expressed doubt:that majority| of IARA countries

would accept this to mean. France, UK and US 1f the queation

wvere put forward immadiataly.

He suggeated that it could

well be argued that)the "Allied Govts concerned” would be
those signatory to peace treaties 1nvolv1ng the non-IARA

" countries whose participation was injquestion.
shared Rueff's dcubts,

UR and Fra.nce as to|

1

!
i
I
} . ‘ H
S 1‘ Co N
. ‘.‘.:‘,\ o2 . | I‘« ¢ 1
t

participate

bl

|

Re matter of tactics belleve that agreement with
\Vhichr non-TARA lcountriea should

-Morton
Bot.h will consnlt. their Govta.
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l, L i, g
JLRE '% 1.
-2-#660, May 31%'11g§;m,,‘from'Brussela
1 Ce o
{

k
i

: gold; pot should be negotiated as soon -
as.possible preferably before circulation of questionnaire
and certainly before any distribution of gold to IARA
countries, Provided US, UK and|France cin agree, I do
not see why 1t should be d1fficult to secure agrecment

of other IARA countries as to which non-IARA countries
should participate in/the pot since avceptance of such
participation could be made a condition of gold distri-
“bution. Ple&sejbommﬁnt. 1R

participate in go

~

E ! [ i

Four. Upo%ﬁapﬁ?Qwal d'quéétiodnaire advise whether
Dept desires transmission of questionnaire to IARA
countries before determination &s to which non-IARA coun-
tries are (A) to receive questiornaire, (B) to participate
in gold pot. Unqera§and Dapt'sﬂppsitipn &3 to Hungary
but request advice ‘88 |to which non-IARA countries will .
receive queatioﬁ#aira; N SPEEE

) o i e :
Five, Under present plans guid expert would be needed
only for final negotiation of loss figures. Wa will in-
clude estimate for his expenses in ouw budget, -

i |
DBS o
CONFIDENTIAL 0 || I
l |
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. monetary gold: "&ll g
or wrongful removal w@s:carriad in

central bank or &ther,mo
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Action~ESP ,
Info: ' B
LE CONFIDENTIAL © ||
EU? - B
DC/L Control 838 S
. ITP . 37 A
gFg Paraphrase befoﬁéﬂcomr
A-H ‘wis,;
© 00D SECSTATE S
FC . ‘ 11
e /R b
: - US URGENT | |
1408, Oct uhéﬁsékg;

1. Gold Comnﬁ%si

(g

- the claimant rountvy“

connrarv propese agrea

DMz Jop

- CONE

-2, Heuognizo T

« claims for prﬂvateigbl
c¢laimant eoun+w1e§% ;pr@ver9 hi

strative reasons &ﬁtem‘

tion provey stron@$;0

date,

IDENTIAL ¢ T

i

- .._v_._‘-x— —

OLd whi

*monefarv T

‘amwission P

e, 10u6
3? o m,, 2lth

xcept| to Govt Agencies.

rrived foilawing dufinitjon
bhe'time off its iooting

Jhe laccounts of =

natary auth@rity as & part of
eservel unless 1nafructed

,’iestriﬂted definition vhich excludes
ﬂwlosses may[arodse opposition some.
lv dqsirable for aduini-
estr;btﬂon“ If opposi-
rep@red reconslder later
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X. Depart »b' pazceivea a0 reason for rewording
fefipition nrs“.b@ﬁ byl Lorten 3aamiﬁalmgxaw LT3 Rovember
two Jars twde ﬁamwvarhﬁayartmnaa approves hir wording
with now nmvaazgry:amxﬁmﬁo% of words “of tgaiﬁmvtgaingan
changs mggested pars 3. Tor aawg of prepisinm eddit

og gtatod delow &amim@a camplete [definftion mm*a Foeds

7411 Sol2 held as|a part of the dlaimant country® 8 m&nmﬁarv
refcrve @listher ﬁ.ﬁ :'!ma aseaounts ﬂ@ I ‘the glafmant Covermmen
4951¢ ar in the mcenuuts of & Osutrel [Bark or other monetary
exthority at home! and' abrond, iﬁclnﬁing Gove accounts ses
up A5 SurTraney sqaalizatiaz *wy'»*.fuaaa for servieing of
foreign debts, ‘1, fun?i fgr xs-smatigi of go ié fﬁw suoh -
pUrposSes asg aarv gxng ralan laena, plammt e tlon,
and the like, h&ﬁﬁ for purpose af wERING Oy,

2. Omission of *ef tha,c@vﬁ” aeceassyry hMecausns
monetary reserves of a country canaiat}af govt holdl
and cgntral benk Own hawﬁiaga as &ifrewentaataﬁ from

hol8ings | ![ L i ;

Vo
Vot

Pept alcented ohange aaggsateﬂ telogren 1&73
pars 3 83 well advised expedi alﬁh@ 4noonsistent

w&ﬁh aimoat all &hxtvaak &st&a&t‘aas of monetary gold which

gonpider all gold in form of bars enf codns held by nate

fonall paxrt of gold stook on eowitries uhere oltizens

ore gaxmi@ﬁe& h@&ﬁ  thin foxme | BYOY, P 4

auaumnﬁa anﬁwnkar‘gmmaihaawﬁawgk g
ressrves of ite umnﬁamx‘zwaﬂﬂ- {}

‘ ew-'&ally\amnmajgm&a ataekm ﬁhiﬂh
markod aa‘%wawa& war mwwawva %ha% iz, for purchase

of a%raﬁ@gi@ war maﬁ@x!alﬂ or esplonsy Sueh exolusi

is oonsistent wi%h zanune in&ernetiﬂ«~
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This paper has bcjén prepared by 'bhc
the request of the Cc:mm:.

Gold Commission.

advanced as one approach to the|problem pre
from residents of the occup:.ed countries by

Subject: |

thc:Lr occupations

19 ugust, 1947

. resldents of‘ occupied oou;ntrles

T

;}gfonérs on the ‘oce
.‘for thc factual co

Except

sented by' the purchase of‘ gold
r the 1antra1 Banks or their German=-

established subst:.tute irz’stltut1ons dur:l.ng the be :.od of‘ occupat:.on. It con=-

sists of':

=
b
H- pe

HIE

a brief" Isfatement of‘ tho problcm
a proposcd f‘ormJ.la for its’

] | EET A i
! I

The claims- of Austrla* Belglum, Y_’ugpslavm*s Poland and Czechoslovaka.a

contain common clemcnts m that .they requcst res'tlrcutlon f.‘or gold a.cqulrcd
from their residents- ‘bhrough purchascs, cither by' ‘
German-cstablished substlltutes,“durlng the |ocauﬁa
claims prescnt & nunber! o:f' mc:\.dcntal varlatn.ons ;.
~common question.
mination as to whethorigd
is properly to be cons:xd‘er
restitution from thc gol?. poti

" All gold which, at the time of its |1o0t ing !
was carricd as. a part of thc claimant counta
either in thes accounts of %thc claimant
accounts of thc cla:x.mant country s ccnfral ban
authority at homc or laa',troadi "

Assuming ‘chat thm‘s dof‘mltlon is f.rm and
submitted that there. arc 1’cwo csscn’clal eloments crr
monctayy gold which xmlst Ibo vcriflcd in. oach c1z|11rr,
considorcd as rcstltutable. Thcsc clcmcnta ‘ore:

a) . that such gold 'was carricd as, &
country's monc*bary rcscrvc' g

b)  that it J;was S0 Icarr:.cd "at
m'ongful remova.l" B

‘The Tripartite G‘unumss:.on, withthe
scnted thercon, has dcf‘lr‘;od "Momctary Gold' g

In roggrd to &1l of ‘them) the(Co

i\ .
3

.:j‘ s%'z'

o

SR B | 11.-.
n; e .
byl N
i

i ‘Hl

i !

1

‘.I 4' [ 'u

1d of this typc, for which®
cd as;mcnctgry gold and: hq;’;

‘or wrongf‘ul remcval ’

.
Th
,

% 6h is clamcd,
. allocablc for

~y'é monctary roscrvc,
lGovcrnnwnt itsclf or in the
ke or othcr_ monctary
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Ao Tho quostlon as. to whcthor such golc'i "‘Was'"’cj:arrl'od* a3 apart .of. the
claimant country's monctary réserve"  is a q_uostn.onrgffihct ‘which:is”subject

to demonstration. Thc books of'jaccount of ;a«cla:.m -t“"

R country should clcarly
show that the cleimed gold had, bccn calculatcd in thc rcscrvc conservcd, by ‘
such country as thc bas:t.s' for| :Lts notc 1ssucs. U A R *

- It is, ofw coursc; ) undcrstood that, al riord y it would a.ppca.r that
gold in thec posscssion oﬁ prlva'bc persons could noi;’bo computod in the moncfA
tary reserve and carrlcd; in accounts of tha’ cla:lma.nt country's Ccr}tral Bank
or other monctary authomtlcstbcforo its acqulsltl;-on'. It»must T
however, that- forc:.gn oxchémgc rcgula.tlcms which: prcvallcq 1«
of Europc before the war) rcqu:.rc':d persons rcs:.dlng}
register their: gold holdzngs and, ‘in most :Lnstanco
the Central Banks. “In? fhhosc countrms, the rcgu}_

1ons ‘gené ally prohlbltcd .
- -.of:ithe Central .Bank conccincda
It follows, thercf‘oro ’ that such golc’l could have becn carricd in the accounts
of the Central Bank, or. .othcr nonetary authorlty, ae a potcntlal or dexmont

" reserve, subject to ca.lli jJ.n casc of cncrgor'xcy. Conscquently such hoi’c’i:lngs
could have been carried in thd iac:ccnn'n:s of |sone of ‘the elaimant countrics as’
contlngont s dormant or potcntl&l r'CSEIVCSs ; ;py 1exam:mm:lon of the facts
in thec cases under consideratién can a spcc,:ufl Tnc

etcrmnatlon bo madc .

facts Whlch must be osthTllshcﬁd} are the f‘ollow:mg )
) ) ) i P i . ; .
a) that the clalmont comtry hod in forcc a ﬁorc:.gn cxchaugo &ocrce
- “or regulation whlch rcqulrcd the roglgtratlon of gold -holdings by
residentsi-and prosorlbcd thc unauthorlscd tro.nsfcr abroal of such
‘ : gold; and,~,1, g [W ;J',? A
| b) ‘that the claimant country a'.ci;ualiyf-"*

accounts of a monotary authorlty as :

moval"' the cl med gol =r’~v‘ms GEY
is poss:.ble to dlstlnguzsh tWO'

) a) There exlsted 'pre-cc?upatlon gold

 registration a;nd ' exportation oft pr

.. claimant did not carry|such gold..ifr

. . the German reguﬁat:.onsuconpelled i rég;
sale to the Cen_rad. or} substltutc :

:._)w'- "

b) There ex:Lsted no pre-o"cupatlon gc
mtroduced and: 1mplemented by the
- gold was! entered in the .accounts: c
bank and Tater: transferred to the

- As regards a) TS ZITS“ submz.
.. .looting or- varongf‘ul removal a’ pert:.oz_;f.,,
" because it was. not SO :
. ;uacqulsltlon and.entry |

+it a reserve, . ¢
- fully. removed;

v

S

e e et
i
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P country, but f‘r itsff,ﬁ;:ltesidents. Its rern‘ova.l was & spolmtlon of
4 " private property ra‘bher than the lootmg Qf-.a na‘blona.l assets
A Sy
-~ As regards b): a fortiori, such gold wa.s not .por_tl‘on of the- claiment's
monetary reserve ot the time, of 1ts, emoval" ty acqulsltlon by
the Reich was not 100 i ’.but<spollat10n of
prn.vate property. ;
Py il "
‘ gt & =
CONCLUSION: . ol
A —— —— H kD 24
| i | g ' ‘ '

: Measured against. these=cr1ter1a, there exzsts But one set of cir-
cunstances in which goﬂd of the type under refercncc can be. ccn31dered as
monetary gold: The clama.n‘c 1country not only had pro—occupat:zon regulatlono
governing the regmstra Lon and.t exportat:.on of gold ‘held 'by'lts rcmdents ,
but, at the time such country came under Gcrm&n control, 1t carrled that gold
in the accounts of :Lts _netary au’chorlt:.es. '

Ul < v I ' : e v
Lt In this frome - of refcaenoc, t“e anouht of goldusubacct to allowance
is to be determined, n_t on tpe basis of tqe anount ultlnately s0 acquired
and removed by Germany,lbut'oﬂ the basis of the ancunt carried in the claim-
ant country's accounts nt the very time it capltulatod to Germeny.
”Wgh ziﬂ
ﬁ, ¥ ;
ag e ;
. (R Jail ) .
?u ﬁ%
‘i' .«1 »lf!’\
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‘ 1!;; "i‘ i
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. Applied to the clalms whlc}
would have the folZL'awing results'

lysed, the proposed formula

N IITe-

T i
Yugoslav : ﬁ!
National Bank.

( Serbia
: Croatia
( Bor Mines

I’: ;?*' . i
Claimant I ;.‘;j , Conclusion .
W———— ———— [ PN bE-
Benque d'Emission, 1
Brussels, Belgium. Disallowed
. B . i '
Austrien National S us
IiCk, Vienna ‘Disallowed,
- 1
Czechoslovak Probably ;i
' Nationel Bank. disallowed.:
NS s ‘ :
N it
Government of i ;‘ Probably ||
Poland. 6,017 05&3 L disallowed
Incorporated ., l1 . ! Y
territory *2;. ,260. 3000 s N
. 2 Unincorporated +- . f[° . .
( territory :755 7524-3 s IR
} ' .. '

- No,,pr' ~oc
{lena export controls, hence not
.| carried in monetary. accounts
‘ before occupatlon. :

: but clalmed. gold\was not

ure'a and 'prelmmamly ana=

s

lem

cupat ion report:mg

”-occupatlon controls existed

. 1
“Probebly| ...
“disallowed -

it Probe.bly pr

. e-occupatlon ‘controls
xls’ced but claimed gold was

nlot carried in monetary accounts
before. occupatlon.

‘g:-o upa.tlon rogula.tlons ex-
‘é'ted’but ‘gold ‘was not carried
iin monetary accounts before
glccupatlon. This is deduced
rfrom the Polish reply but will
‘.’be verifieds.

. 3.Probably pre-occupatlon regula~

‘.‘fclons e:é ,‘ted but. gold was not .

v
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Before the occupatlon of B
hold gold and not required ’co decl
the National Bank or with the appr
1940, the Germens issued a@decree]
of gold and certain forelgn curren
obligation of offering gold; to the
to the Reichsbank. % . ;f

The Bank of»‘ Issue was estc
National Benk had- tempcrarily cea..
constituted end controlledlq by the
from private holders a’ tétal of‘6
Deutsche Reichsbank in’ Berl
Yentitled to issue notes :.n' terms
mitted to hold gold as' a r Serv
which it acquired did not,, ;eveni ‘elf
become a moneta.ry reserv: of’that»
accounts of a monetary authonty
dOes not qualify as monetary gold

"\

L

l

iy
|
’
il
h
I
\

;/d' Emission,|B

Under its statutes B A

e agalnst suclg notées
fter its acqulsm’é’lon by ‘thc Bank of, Issue,

of Belglun buforai the occupatlon.

oersons were permltted. to

elgimﬁ; pri‘ie‘.te
e it. Howeverj J.t ‘could be sold only to
oval ‘6f the Nat:LL b on June 17,

requiring a
cies and on|AL
Bank'of Issue

' pmvate holdlngs

Lbllshbd. in
ed to f‘unct
Germans.
1, 3le 2349 kg!‘f'ln

1940 at & tn.me when the
It was literally

i . o
July s
mn in Belglum.
From. 1 4®’to 192.1*.', i purchased

e[g 14 "in bebalf of the
‘ & Bank f ssp\e was

W,
IR

of Belgian franc“s' e

bank'.. Such gel@T had not been carr:.ed in the

Hence, it
in the res’c:.t utio ’n“ clam.




RG& &y
\ARa| -

- S
Natlcnal Bank 1r i

n‘(‘

: ,c SRR | s
Pursuant to a.vdecree of! the pre-wa.r Austr K|
were required to r»glsf;er*their‘ gold ‘holdings with| thé
and to offer such gold to J‘che ‘bank. - Transfer ,of su
prqhiblted except mder lljcencei. R S

d s

<

By a Germen decreetr of: March 17, 1938 ﬁthe V)S‘brlan Natlonal. .Bank was
~ throwm into liquidation "f‘or account of the Relch‘ L7 liUnder a décree "dated April
23, 1938, the privilege oft lthe ?\Ialtlonal Bank tb' iglsue bank notes "explred"
f i | |
During the period | Ilvliarch’ 17 to April 25, 38 )9 ’che fs.ustrlan Natlona.l
Bank in liquidation purchased 12,989.7678 kg [of fn,!neagold " from ‘undoubtedly
., Austrian ownerships This |gold' Was later tra‘nsfe, 1red tothe Reich. It is stated
¢ that ‘"this gold afterwerds | surrendered to thesRe:Lchsbank onstltuted g dorment
reserve of Austria and 1ts [centr&l benk which' lat er & 16 the .favourable
development of the f‘orelgn exchaﬂrre pos:Lt:Lon in. t}'{efﬂ.sast few years before 1938,
had purposely refrained f:qom a more vigorous coll< ctllon of the gold esee values
of the country, lcewmg thiem 1nf the hands of then oxmers"
| e i
i However, the gold {n.mder reference - accor ing. to an oral ‘admission of ,
Mr, Herbert Prack of-‘the Austrién National Ba.nk <Inag. not been cax-med in the
accounts of any monetary auu.horn.ty bef‘ore 1ts»|purc
A specific inqulry on thlslpo:m‘t has been made 1n
Nationel Benk. 1 i

L
i

* Il B 1
At the t:Lme of 1tal.1lpurchase, the Nat:.onal : vas' ing
account of the Reich", Such gold then, didinot | ecome & part ‘of the isustrian
monetary reserve but of ‘t;he Germén reservee. | . This i most obvious with regard
to gold purchased after Apr 4 1938 because mder a‘letter of that-date the
e Reichsbenkdirectorium mst{*uctedlthe Austrs.ah ‘Na.t:.onal Bank to transfer on
f April 19, 1938 all gold held by i‘t "to The Relchsbarkhauptstelle"

i

It is concluded, on the' prem:.ses prt—.sen‘t““ V~that the 12 987 7678 kg
fine gold claimed by the Aus’crz.an Natlonal Bc.nk & Prop

regtitution.

!

R




echoslov.k Ns

l

% ovak]Natlonal Bank asserts ‘a claim for 4, ,008. 91&6
ed“yby the Skodawnrks and. Zﬂroaovka 8.3 w1th1n the
ted ﬁggm'hy the Natlonal.gank cveto’ enable them

to conduct arbitrage operatlonsmaccordlng tolth ir. ) o5
entrusted to them was in. fact ‘but) & decentrallzed ¢

of the Naxlonal Bankwof Czechosf*‘

gold regulatﬂons _ Czechoslovakla, ‘and,

B

that the gold in q%estlon was actual]‘ : :cd in the account of

a Czechoslovakian monetﬁry authorlty : »' the German occupatlon{
fPt'to.the qi
ustained{

e
E ’qué’i N
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— Incorporated Téfritorzi Wi

! "by mea.ns of‘ duréss" dur yg
tion 260.300 kg f’lne gold from t1i¢ residents lof that

the "per:.od of occupa-

a.reé.. It is estmted

that other branches”of the Relchéb'\.rﬁc in POllSh err::}tory mcorporated into

&l’ '16

L

It is kncvm that ¥ pursuaﬁx
of Poland hed to. report and: offer |
It is seriously doubtéd, howeverﬂﬂ
of a monetary authority before iﬁtu
effected by the Relchsbank]%n thel

a pert of the German monetary. re‘:‘sérve -
claim, : :

the Reich bought up durlng \uthe SAr

- Unincorporated Termtorx., hl‘ia. Relchskredltkas

:iSV ' (both Gernan instit

1,654 kg fine gold to Germany. which Yhad itsi é)rzg:u-_

f‘rom Polish citizens eeees ‘The gold collected by t
taken over by them became mcmetaft"y
emission". In addition, other Gemmn-o:med bsmks
and transferred to Gennany }«an aggregate of 1@9 563

!of
:1.1:8
S ;Cl&
:ﬁnan.

Unless it is® eatabln.shed H‘on the basis
the gold in question-had been carrled bc.f'ore
the books of a Polish monetar,r a{fthorlty , this
should, of course, be the subaecg;qof a unStl
if this proposed standard is adopted. It 1s|hbe
presented questions will clearly1 'establlsh th
Germany through san aot of’. spol:.a.t Lon of priva
of a national asset. - : : '

tepr

perlod l+,®OO kg f:.ne gold. '

1' to a dccree of‘ ]‘\ontrlc,nber T
‘their gold: holdlngé
[rmether such gol@ wa}:‘ ¢arried’ in-‘thevaccounts
y/ acqu.Ls:Ltlon. .Cle&rly
1annexc,r1 terr:l.torj,f and it, therefore, became
as the Polesu«}admfc

1;}55 I

0ld as the .31:0l

1'9'38; ’-residents‘
ito thﬁ"-Bank ‘of Poland.

, italr acquisition was

i xthelr or:n.g:ma.'l

en and the Ems:.onbank

itions in Poland)- transferred
n compulsory purchases

N R /institutions ‘upon being

‘k"fand coverage for their

,he standards proposed that
Purchase by these banks, on

Lm should be: .disallowed. This

*e ito the POllSh Government

;.‘c aimed gold was acquired by
>perty, rather than Jooting
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-— Serbié;. The Serbia.n Na+3.ona. ”Bank "duri .g the occupatlon cess had been.
performing thea servi L of : 1~,su1ngr b n?tes wrch:m the territory
of the Germen Military. Comma.ndern for Serbiasstles Durmg occupation the Germans

brought into force an order‘ lupon wh:.ch the of’fer t(o‘l »sell '66ld «ee WBS, _obligatory

':_.___.

eses By virtue of these. Regulatn ons the- Serble.n Natic onal Bank had’ purchased
Ifine gold".! cheiver” )

"looted" by the Mahajlovic organise i J ution-of 112 6167 kg is
presented. This gold, it 13 asserted » 185 purchased at very low- end - unreal
official re.tes fixed by the chu , T' ‘} ‘

i

esess total weight 220. 5868{1«.@ ofy ' {8 ‘part, of, this was
a’cion claim for resta
i kb
of Croatia "by means of dlfferent ‘purchases". incr-

~—. Croatia. The State 'Banku

3

eased its. gold-stock (iiurmg the occupa,:.on by,wéx. ‘net,:366.6253 kg

O It is presumed that the purohases;nwere, by a.ndx la.rgef‘ from the people. Of the

T total gold stock, Just. ‘before the| llberata.on, the Ust ha.s ca.rrled off"
117.5526 kgo(The balance: hadﬁappeuﬂently been transfarrad t6 Switzérlend; so it
is fair to assume that: the gold 80 renoved haxi been locally acqulr‘.d ) Claim
is made for th:.s gold. : = i v '

‘-m

‘In regard to these pé)rtlons of. the Yugosilav ¢l scertam faots must
be established and appropriate quest:.ons ‘have |been directed to the claimant. It
is believed probable that thes f'acts will show Ithat ‘ghe ‘claimed gold was not
carried in the accounts of a POllSh moneta:y author ty before 1ts acqulsrtlon
by the German-constituted baﬂks. 1“{‘ : el

Pl
= Bor Mines. In its reply to the \Questlonna.lre 'thefj 5viér,o.'sslzsm.," Government asserts
claim to 2 09)....597 !Kg fine gold, the: ?_{owner" of which is stated
to be "Banque Nationale de la Répubhque Féderatlve Po l*pu.’te':m.re de Yougoslav:.e"
and the "holgder": “Bor M:Lnes‘* Borﬁ"" ' § T

f

C‘ This claim doncerns l..l.;.5 5‘}’1 kg in the form of+ingots. and 1,649.026 kg

calculated to have been, extrastedﬂf‘rom 11,225 tons af ‘blister, copper removed.
* from Bor Mines to Berlln, dur' ing. the occupat:x.on.,. s P P
L " 1 . 1 ! m |'< ‘! :
It is rather clea.r f‘rom the Yugoslav clam that s ‘under & aecree of

August 4, 1934, Bor Mines,. among others was requlx ed & monthly basis to re-
port and offer its gold. produé;ticn 1to the National Bank. It “is:not: cle&r,
however, that the Nation: ank czilculated the] &t‘l’tlci'l. ate gold rece:.pts in its
reserve accounts; in fact; rshly doubtful ‘tha»lt qid? sos If this assump-
tion is confirmed by Yugoslavza‘s reply to pert:bnen‘t questions which have been
directed to that country, thélclail ‘]ufor the Bor Mines gold would be disallowed
by the Com:.ss:.on on the basa.s ofsthe cr1ter1a1propo d herein.
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PCR ‘ - Cne. Have. recei?edﬂﬁprfiwﬁa“i v informatlon reported
MYTEZ 136 January 2y te 3ap3ﬂtmanv. ONGUS sonsidering
applisation Golﬁ(“owasnlan 5} @efi teion in detarplining
compusition noo}la“«ﬂﬁj monetary gofd. Have discuased
matier with Tinaﬂc@{»*vivien OMBTIS and outllined aowe of
Teasons agaipstﬂ@ueﬁfact*on R ~ -

e

i
¢
Vil
i

T

TS

[

Two. These ﬂaaﬁauakg rohe aumﬁarizrﬁ 2g | follows:

Yy

A. JAgniﬁlw&nce aq?’tawv gord’ edplained Angell report
Jinetion ;s bﬂ‘@a@m gold which a8 in

as follows. “The' dl ﬂﬂ
auch form ga tof h@ Eieis ‘%@ and gold which is
f or dental, artiz-ilo

in mch form aﬂﬁt
i
m ST
jy 1"'

]
fﬁ&?‘s rsnaitﬁr
Grdd i
ndé in atzfin}.r :
b h.

v . s ; i

"C‘Q
2

B, 2art ITI
cﬁmpzﬁiﬁl”r 0
alaldn. { ] _

both 1n desoribing .
type of mcceptable

?"aﬁ)

B

. Rarrow *Lﬁﬁbltl,L ladopted ﬁ? “’mmi@@io&” as Department
BWAE, for aﬁm‘nia*v@?‘w@ rEAscne ;{ reégr facllitate
dealing with claimslfsince it apnajﬂ@d agceptance clalms
for :riva?e 10&%&& ﬁ:wﬂi entaill g ai burden angd ﬁﬂkaw
Angrpribution. Althgugh delinition, &ﬂa ted for oom Ting

. reasons 1% hag | ivaﬁ;»,ar to miggl: ngs {MYTEL 1&6

Dateer 2& 15k tu‘?@;drtmﬂﬁt ‘and |DEFTEL 1769 Decembsr
10, 1647 for “a%g**lﬂ? Comnleaion 'ﬁmwide red pﬂﬂiblil“?
‘*s dafinltic e called xn e stxan nefore Inter-
rational mrAbumhl ﬁ thaet in ‘guchlevent it will have to

- Pely on aﬂgum@n& af ‘dmm ﬁt?&“if@'&ﬂﬁV@niﬁnca@,

? ) )li’ C " I - - ‘
2. Cbhviously 1n éafarmining ﬂomyuhiminngmlﬂ poci
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-2~ #UG, FabruaryEIB,‘%lp M., from Bmumaala
: i {;J (i

administrative onvenl@gce best gerved by broad definition
which minimizes problema of exclusion| |Military government .
not in position d@t@rmine whether all |elements foreign

exchange depusit ?rankfurt formsd, pari of ponetary roserve '
of claimant countries at time of loot ng or wrongful
.removal. - This dlffiqut enough for Compiesion itoelf.

E Applicat ion cgmmisﬁign ] dafﬂniti n 1to pool would
result in exclusicn of golﬁ of G@rman.origin and limitation
<f peol to golid wihiiich &uu&d be upe‘ll 0&413 identifieq
as looted wantrary”to Glear intent Pagis agreement.

i i ! R ‘
Three. If there ig'doubt concerning pfgnition appliczabie
in determining Co@p owititn pool presuma 157 oroblem one for
tripartite getermimacichl In vhis'eo n@ﬁﬁ;ﬁn I quote letter
cf UK comissioner tb mé da*eﬁ Septembe I &946 %afavlng
to Commission's deF nition he wrote, "I talked about this %o
the Treasury, Bankjaf nglend, and to ‘fche Control Commisoicon
in Beriin. All are agre % that our d@?initian of monetary
gold feor aur purpoaea n:lght not be ideptical, and in fact
cannot be ident 1,a1 wlgh‘the aefinitian @f monetary gold
applied in Gevmanv!ror th@ purposes off ecllozting the £oid
for restitution” ;;l{ Rl M ] | o

‘!
II .

1|

Four. Suggest th&rg are ltwm criferia Fﬁich should be
dpplied in order datermﬂne whather zold |foumd in Germany
qualif‘es for pooiﬁ»ettrer of which 3Lf£icientq :
.‘[ 1 X .
£,  Was 1t rald “Yl?ﬁi?mgbank9 Mﬂ A
: § :<,‘ : '
B. Is it in form ghichiwcu*ﬁ adapt it readily for use as

1)

medium of axchange” (@qina of numimmatia sr historical
yalue of course @xrlud@q@ ,: |
Pive. In view urgency éf resolving tlia issue in order

permit scheduled transfer of gﬂld from Prankfurt urgs that

Department conler withjﬁbmy in enﬁeav -}to have pogitive
. i definition similar

instructions daspatched 'CMOUS to appl

that outlined paragraphifour which wo d. include all gold
- ~oins and all b&rs £ mnnatafy finenm si« Posible CMIUS
may reach such ccnolusion for i*sel“ lut in view poaibilitiea :
- of delay and urgan"y of |time facter féel Department's direct . 3

intervention Juatifledg! S :
5;‘” A
Va Six. In connectian with'definiti?q 5 rai
‘ ;1| I,l 1 ‘ wiw:. 0

Y s oAd
g' : {'}‘l 3

i i

. )7
se agoin nﬂﬂblem jiﬁ
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‘ RE\PROQ‘ EDATTHENATIONALARCHNES . U‘-bmbb"ﬂt ?"ﬁ ' 60;} "j:’ .’ 4=l/2.'2..
f I . : ’ ) 1
Auhory /M/Q;’tfr D1 Sy FET
/ : ?—~ RG ,;T_éa © &
E{M‘_M_ w‘ﬁ__‘t_f? ]‘%_‘Z Ao, qtk? | r“(;)/cﬂ A 1o~ by founs
[ I
i N
‘! ’a ‘
EE
. :
|
J “;‘» i !
X E: : i"
ol [ 1
'SEICRET |
1 b
Clear Copy of Cable CC~389A, 16 Apr 48

w‘ ’!Iﬁ

i
Reourads WX=-9665l, WX-90566 WX-85682 ouradsj CC~'?90£¢. s CC~1701, CC~3450,

i ﬂ

and State Departnent telegram frcm Lmiett to Dorr, 31 Decenber l91+7. Definition

. )
of monetary gold is subject.. % | t !{ i, ‘
1. 1In para 3 of ourad CC—i%'i?l we!:» 'Icransmttedto you our working definition
for ménet;ary goli:lA which we had bllal'.;;ed 0\? Angell's d;e:finij-iqn. 'Thus we considered
mbnetary gqld to represent ”go'lcvlzE 1n su]lé? form as t|c? .permltr it by normal ‘practice

to be held as a part of the gold,i reserves of a central ank, specifically including

I ! I

any gold that can be identified ;as having been so held." This definition is based
A

i
H
i

1 Ik

only on the form, shape, mint mark:.rgs,{ and/or assay cer

=

ificates of gold and not

AT SHIEE I
on its source, *}13 | ]‘f: [ -
2, In urad Wx~<70566 in re '[ly té C»C-l701 however s yéu instructed us to be
: H: :
Jn

guided by Angell's report and byl defi ition includ{ed in szipartite Gold Commission.

et

SE—

=E

questionnaire. Sinoe the defmitlon ed by TGC ies,baacd;,not on appearance of gold

I 1 !
K LI K \.,«
alone but in additlon emphas:.zes" the ciz'!itemon of source s ;we feel that Mr, Angellts
KO S R |
definition ("gold in such form a‘s to b‘él a medium of exck ange") has been narrowed
i [IYH X ‘ ]
L b i :
dovm considerably and, if used by us, | w ould leave us wlth certain lots of gold

F iz 3 .
wh:Lch do not satisfy the mone‘oary, category as empﬂoyed by 'IGC nor the non-monetary

iy

classmﬁcation as defined by ,€X—85682 H ‘We are p*esentl; holding gold which is

"in such form as to» permit 1t~by, norm?.ll practice to be l'é;d as ‘a part of. ttﬁ gold
"reserves of a central bank"vrbut :'c.he ar}:i.%in of whi c}? f:.s éitrher unknown or which
"at t;he time of its looting or‘vft}r?hgfv%l%‘éremoval" ajcf:{or:l:g to our records was not
"held by respectlve government's ;centl"?]j. bank or monet' vauthori,ty as part of
that country's monetary resevma.‘f“j:;‘j ‘t Il ‘é ]1* |

. ! i i %
3. The most important of such mé ;reaently{ ;h’eldvbzy FED consists of

J
¢ '

| |
E ! : :"HE ‘ v S

1
[
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Agreed minutes of}Meetldg No 229]tf themTrlpartLte Commission
for the Restltutlonlof Monetary Gold k%.d at the French
Embassy on Tuesday 26 November 1%96 iy

r, T }E o 1}

i‘i

Those present: ! ‘
|

o

4
'

M. Philippe Malo ?

L

.

, wwyFrench Commlséidner Chairman
"‘}‘: -m 3
ﬂfUS'CommlsSLOneyo
o N L]
., 'iBritish ﬁf@mi3~
:;113'. . ‘ : s

i
Cv";— . ‘E . d ‘ . ‘.‘: - "; o
Mr Emrys Davies ./, I|iSecretaryl General
T O B R O I I o
PR i”! A
a i ‘ !
3

i fﬁﬂ . M i

[y

. |
Mr Terry Breese ”

Mr Mervyn Jones:

-
-
o

Eo

£y

Albanian gold

i

i

b

1

l

b

|

1. In answer to the'French Commxssroner%saquestlon, the *

Secretary General conflrmed that there nad been a delay over

the examination othhe geld coxnslat tle‘Bank of England by
o
Sk
g
L
i
X

_d.._‘:_,..—_s

the Albanians largely because of visa - ffrmalltles. It was now
intended that the examlneplon should tawe place during the
week commencing 2 Decembe&. Five workln ‘

allotted by the Bank of England Mr

(

idays had been

Ml :“ i Z‘l!Ir;

The Final Dlstrlbuthon:;w

]i '
i
2. The Secretary General‘handed ro%nd='lples of draft letters
to the diplomatic, representetives dn dessels of .Albania,
Luxembourg,  the, Czech Reﬁxbllc'and Sloq%*ra and to the Belgian
Forelgn Mlnlster. The US 'Commissioner stated that he was not
in a position. to agree dreft letteqs at ﬁhls stage, and
indicated that his Government was 1ncllned to be sympathetic
to the initiative undertaken by thefBrlr i'sh Foreign Secretary
as a result of the demarches by Jewish representatlves - which
would have a bearlng on: the final dletrlhutlon. The British
Commissioner said that whlle he was'able\to consider drafts,
he could not at this; pOLnn agree to theﬁ{belng issued. The
French Comm1551onerﬂsald’that his Gover%ment was in the same
position. . ﬁ ‘ n v W” I
“\ M - i !' W
3. In the light of some dlSCUSSlonzOf those drafts c1rculated
.. by the Secretary. General,ﬂCommlsSLOners Abreed that the drafts
ff‘Should include flgures for the final.distribution, a suitable
- reference to the waivers: which all claimant Governments had
" signed in the past and (wﬂth the exceptﬂon of the letter to
the Albanian Ambassador) a spec1flc[ref$rence to the fact that
the waiver was wrthout prejudlce to. any~f alm agalnst Germany

th i ~ !L

I ﬁlx !
. ad

m
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by way of reparatlon for unrestltutedlgold Comm1351oners also
agreed that the Yugosla@ issue. shbuld Hot hold up the final
distribution and that létters belprepaneé forithe five
successor states of forﬁer Yugoslavma'?The Se¢retary General
agreed to producewthe drafts in time for ‘the Chairman’s
departure for Paris the followlng{day e

Py

CEERTY N
Secretary General?e Contract

"'i }i o }’ari . s
4. Commissioners agreed |that the [short, . form.of letter of
renewal of the contractsshould be}use&‘HThe app01ntment would
be renewed until ﬂl May' ﬂ996 but}|the {Commissioners would
retain the abllltY|tO cancel ‘the contr%ct ‘if the Commission
terminated its work before then. ThlS b%s acceptable to the

Secretary General ﬁ . X

«!' |i‘| ’i‘: | . l
U !

!ff-r‘hf'ﬁ-—
B

-

Commission Budget

5. The Secretarz General sald that he wo;ld produce a
statement of costs!in 1996 by the end of|the year and an

estimate of expendlture for the flrst sﬁx*months of 199?,,
As the sterling current adccount: held ES& ‘000, there was ho

danger of funds runnlng but over the e ﬁected lifespan of the
Commission. o T i i

fwi h\t

s QOId%égolf -
T R
6. The French Commﬁssidne& said that hL;was not persuaded of
the need for or prudence?of seeklné ‘to-lobtain interest on the
gold pool. Certalnlyqthere was therangeﬁ that to obtain
interest at this late stabe only would give rise to questions
as to why the CommlsSLothad not acted before and perhaps lead
claimant countries to seek compensatlonﬁlThe US and British
Commissioners were in favcur,‘so long als: Fhe gold remained
immune from legal attachment -and was put on deposit for a
short enough perlod so that it would be|/ avallable when
required. The- Brltlsh CommlsSLOner“and tHe Secretary General
would look into' thesé: aspects and preparé‘a recommendation, to
be tabled at- a“subsequent.meetlng,‘in reg ard to. gold at the
Bank of England.- ﬁf : ” e

e o o
{% a0 iR
Final Distributioh’ cQ g)ﬁition ]in
i
- 7. The US CommLSSLOner reported that ‘his

_LO_

r)g_.

authorities were now
content that the final dlstrlbutlon}wouldwhave to be made in a

mixture of gold and'currency and that tﬁe ‘e would have to be a
‘.. "post-final® dlstrlbptlonnof the currency

| iremalm.ng in the
:gifworklng accounts. ,\ m ‘

U
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Closure of the Gold Pool

, ¥ :
" 8. There was some ! dlscusslon of the desfrablllty or otherwise
of asking the three1Governments formalLyﬁto close the gold
pool and the possrhle need- first to congilt the German
authorities. It was suggested that; it ﬁh%ht in. any case be
necessary to.consult: not{only theUGerm'”“authorltles but also
the neutral Govern&ents concerned”\The Swrss were. already
heavily engaged in an exemlnatlon]of wha t shad happened to
looted gold and other aésets. It wbuld{be -advisable to leave
- the issue until matters ‘were further advénced including the
‘researches being undertaken by the State‘Department and the

Forelgn and CommonwealthﬂOfflce. !

i
I
I

g

Commission Archives:ﬂ | q;
9. At the request Qﬁ the‘

*US Commlgsionek “the Secretary
General agreed to produceia comprepensrve i1list 'of the

archives, with reconmendatlons as to how‘they might be
handled. S i 'HP - ;1, -wk

1 R T

e

10. The British Comnlssﬂoner pornted oquthat there remaxped
Parliamentary pressure in|the UR for thelCommission to ptoduce
annual reports and to make the" CommszﬂoJ‘s archives available
to publlc scrutiny. The French Commlssﬁoner said that unless,
the Trlpartlte‘Governments requested oﬂherwrse, the
Commission’s archives: would not be“avarhable to the public
until the year 203l§once1they had Been pﬁaced in the National
. Archives in Paris.. The US|/ Commissioner commented that the US
Administration’s attitude|lto such mattersjwas increasingly in
favour of making archlvesiavallableL Thewpnus was now
generally on those wlshlng to restrlct aﬂohlval material to
produce a justlflcatlon for doing so. There was general
agreement, however,'that it would be'wr oﬂg at thls very late

stage to initiate annual rﬁports. lﬁﬁ x;ﬁgweq.

! LT
11. In answer to a dlrectﬁguestlon‘from the British
Commissioner as to whethe there was: anyfﬁbjection to the
British thirty-year rule tor releasrng documents being applied
to Tripartite CommLSSLon cocuments,kthe Secretary General
commented that to do| ‘so wculd brlngilntc}the publlc domain
some of the most sensrtlve documents in [tHe Commission‘s
archives, namely the| texts|of the adJUdlq%tlonS of claims and
"the Arbitrator’s dec181onkregardlnghthe competrng Italian and
Albanian cldims, It seemed to the Secrethry General that to
release these documents now, rathermthan’hp the quite near
- future when the Commrssron was wound up, could lead to inter-
governmental controversy and possrbly fuither delay the.
~ conclusion of, the" Conmrssﬁon s workl (

L
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Y JewrshtOrqaumsatlons
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said thgt hl; Government had sent
and w15hed tc;eneure that the

K
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Implications of Demarches
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12. The French Commissione
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three Governments adoptéd a common posuFiOn. In the meantime,
it was for deClSlon wheUher the Cemmlsslon should be suspended
‘or asked to c¢arry on' with technical matters. Commissioners
agreed that the Commrssr@n should|undertbke technical matters
which would advance lts %ork whatever th@ outcome of political
discussions. = b 1 ' h;
o I| ‘| 3
13. The British Commissioner said that
soon to be in a-positionito recommend t
forward", ie how to dealﬂyrth the WJRO’
remaining TGC gold be handed over\to th
claimant countrlesl The lerary and ‘Rec
reviewing thefflles,,to see if. the&e stjany substance to the
WJRO’s claim that there was a quanFlty ﬁf non—monetary gold in
the gold pool. Obv10uslyﬁthe FCO would need to'give the

1

@O officials hoped
iMr Rifkind the "way
sproposal that the
WJRO, -xrather than to
rds Dept were

omm—m~o—m"——"—

Secretary of State. EOme account ofH he . US ‘and French

Government’s views. The optlons as“the FCO. saw them were as
follows: X if (\* :
a) to tell Mr Grevllle Janner what‘acthanMG and the TGC had
taken and say that the Trlpartlte Governments were not willing
to stop the final dlstrlbutlon of gold tol the claimant
countries who were benefLCLally entltledato it; o
b) to approach each{clalmant country (elther unllaterallyxor
as the three Governments)|land urge‘them to look favourabky on
the WJRO’s case for}gettﬂng some gold and‘usxng it on behalf
of Holocaust vrctlms land Ehelr successors,
c) to support the WJRO siproposal whlch wPuld entall dealing
with the issue of whetherkthe WJRO{had any legal claim to the
gold; and how to deal wrth the legal and admlnlstratlve
difficulties. L 'E- A{ I | D
: ¥ W
f

| i
14, The FCO prellmlnary VLew, subject

___.__n____q

lnlsters’ and Legal
Adviser’s views, wae‘that. ‘*

- optlon c) was ﬁlfflcult legally, a’d other non~Jewish
organlsatlons or. lndlv1duals might- a%so lay claim to the gold;

- options a)- and ‘b)- looked moqe promeLng, although b)
raised some dlfflcultles‘;now to’ presentﬁthe WJRO’s case (vis-
a-vis the current legal pos;tlon, apd lleS from other, non-
Jewish victims of thelHolocaust) and how“to respond to
claimant countries who counter that“the ch gold was theirs
and that the right vehlclé‘for compeneatﬂen was the German
Government. q ‘}k , Liv ‘

I i

15. The British Commxssroner asked tpe Chalrman and the US
Commissioner klndly'to convey the foregoxng to their
authorities in capltals and seek thelir’ views, if possible in

advance of or for dlecussﬂon at thehpext ?GC meetlng
. o S
16. The French Commissioner commentedrthat hls authorltles

Y
i

thought the FCO .paper 'good: The US CommLSSLOner referred to

- his earlier comments*’quxte clearlthhere}&as a possibility

_.a»,-._,

‘ fQ3that the US would advocatemmaklng an allocatlon from what was

'*now the residue of the gole‘pool to meet the concerns

expressed by the: Jewﬁsh orqanlsatlons. : “;
4 " A TR

17. The French CommlseloneL said th%t:his‘Government was

' i g .
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anxious that the Secretary General, speaklng to the media,
should make it clear théF the Trlpartﬂte Commission had
. nothing to do wlthithe il'ssue of S%iss bank accounts. The
Secretary General ' conf;ﬁmed thatxhe haq already had to make
thls clear to journallsts on a number éf occasions.
;iﬂ ’lJ “l{ 1’:7‘ ;
Possibility of Leqél Actiion aqaln@t the 'Commission

Ol ! ll
18. The British COAMiSSloner 1nformed Qolleaques that there
was contlnulng concern and discus$ion in London about the
_possibility of legaﬂ'actaon belngHtaken[agaLnst the
Commission, the Commlss1oners or the Sécretary General. It was
the general view of,the;neetlng that 15 diplomatic immunity

could not be arranged for the. Secretary General ~then some

Ky

form of lnsurance would be necessary.

i
X "I.A
\ ¢ ; i [ By r'
Next Meeting  ~ W ~ﬁ f. :
P (. :
19. Commissioners agreedhthat the Commi%éion should meet once
more before the endvof the year. ﬂhe ate was fixed for
Tuesday 17 December 1996. B :
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TRIPARTITE COMMISEIONLIOR THE RESTITUﬁION OF MONETARY GOLD
‘ } ' . 1“." ! ‘ “]:
Agreed minutes of MLetlng No 231 of theiTrlpartlte Comm1551on

for the Restltutlon]of Monetary Gold helld at the British

Embassy on Thursday: 30|January 1997 +§$ﬁ
e ik E
Those present: e lhﬁ‘. ¥
Ao S Rt
. o !'u, i |. ET»
Mr Mervyn Jones i .BriﬁFsh ﬁohmiSSibner Chairman
R TR B ERENY ER :
M. Phlllppe Malo IF; Hy r'*uFred%h'Coih{ssiener
Mr Terry Breese,ﬁ A 1« : us Q%ﬁmis oner
Mr Emrys Davies ‘?: ifi ' Secr%tery eheral’”
o L ‘
:1 ‘}.‘1 1}5 R i..
i ﬂr[i ) ﬁ]{ Rt
Minutes of Drev;ous‘meetlnq ﬁ‘!. e
] - o LIS
( »
1. The mlnutes of MéetlngkNo 230 held ogwg
approved, as amendec?1 \i ‘l”‘ Al
i b |

|
. Eﬁn;,'%/*
s il . o T
US and British Research Pgners ﬁ ‘ '

_ : i ¥
2. The British. Commlesrongr reported that{the FCO Chlef

Historian‘s researchlpaper was wel]”advanced The
Commissioners agreed, ‘that it was deSLrable that the paper

should be shown to the us and French Go%ernments in draft
before publlcatlon.”q i ~

3. The US CommlsSLGner reported that thewfreSLdentlal Task
Force\would be produc1ng a prellmlnary report by-late
February, with a v1ew to ﬂssulng a more bemplete report by
May/June Commissioners agreed thatHlnwthlS case, too, it
would\be desirable to allow the othér trupartlte Governments

to see the paper in- draftﬁbefore lt%became public.

: s llfl . ‘ ";
IR

Contacts thh JewishiOrganiisations |%$
¢‘ : Y
il ' <
4. The Brltlsh Comm1551oner reported¥thatﬂthe.British Foreign
Secretary had had a meetlng on 14 January?WLth ‘Mr Janner of
the Holocaust Educational Trust andlhad fdllowed this up with
B letter setting out: the British Government s views as

expressed at that meetlng w ) 14" R
~.5. The British’ Comm1551oner reported that[Rabbl Abraham

«:;Cooper, Assocrate Dean of the Slmon Wlesépyhal ‘Center in Los
' f%br International
‘w Parllamentary

Under Secretary of State; FCO, to exbres ',he v1ew that it had

: 5:!" o ;r}
NERE
e
[ i
:[ : i
ft'l: :
q‘ l!? o
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been wrong for the Allles to have dec1ded at the setting-up of
the Tripartite, CommLSSLOn that it. %houldsnot ‘deal with claims
from individuals.'They thought that therTrlpartlte Commission
should nominate aflsum of the remglnlng' old to be given over

to victims of -the® Holocaust as: ad lnlt;al gesture of

restitution. tiV' 1; R EUA
, n B N iy

6. The US Commissioner: reported that mqﬂﬂanner had visited the
US and had had what he regarded asja: gqu meeting with

Mr Elzenstat theiChalrman of the Presﬂdentlal Task Force, who
had promised that /no actlon would! be taken with the remaining
TGC gold without full conSLderatlon ‘of tthe outcome of the

researches currently belng undertkken.fk
,.1,;1 :
il il

Parliamentary Act;vxty \
‘ ! il
7. The Brltlsh Commrssroner reported ttat on;’ 28 January,
Mr Rooker MP :had tabled'a written Parllamentary question about
the possible: dlstrlbutlon of the TGC s remaining gold to
individuals:;:En- reply he'had been| informed that!-the Tripartite
Commission was contlnulng its technlcallpreparatlons for the
final distributionibut that consideration of the final
distribution would! Fake”account of;thel,utcome of curre
researches in the US and the- UK.lnto the“orlgln of the qold
pool. .M: et l“
sl Il
The French Proposals - paragraph Q'é) an ,(b) of the minutes
of Meeting No 230 of 17 chember 1?96.]
x;!‘! - : |
8. The British Commissioner suggestéd Jnd‘lt was agreed that
the proposal to formulate| a joint replﬂ to the Jewish
organisations had been ovértaken By the fact that the UK and
the US had already replled to the uette&s to- Forergn Ministers
from the WJRO. - ' m.ﬂ RS “~’ ‘ﬁé
PV RN i O,
9. As for the proposal that the Secretary“General should write
to the clalmant Governments alertlng themfto the fact that
claims had béen made to the gold remalnlng in-the TGC gold
pool by Jewish. organlsatlens, the Brxtrsh~Commxssxoner thought
that this could be premature and clpse ‘odr options for
manoeuvre on compensatlng*vlctlms of Nazrsm. In any case the
matter had been in- a; sense compllcated bytthe US non-paper. If
the tripartite Governments were to{deCLde}on option 2 in the
US non-paper (see below),”then a letter by the Secretary
General as the French Government had*suggested could in
effect write off any chances of a clalmant country voluntarily
, offerlnq up any gold % Uli ﬁvjk.-
Al |t
10. The US Comm15310ner sald ‘that he jhad
- this particular item.. Follow1ng dleuSSlons, it was agreed
-~“that the Secretary General%should producepfor the )
" - .consideration of the' trrpartlte Governments a: draft letter to
claimant Governments|lwhich) perhapsqas aipolltesse, informed
them of the current srtuatlon abouthhlththey w111 have heard

PO
L » |

no lnstructlons on

b

211859
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a good deal in‘ thelmedla:‘somethlng on(@he llnes of the
response to the Parllamentary Questlod referred to in
paragraph 7 above T R w;l :

- M5 » ik | . B
. ii ‘>)|; . }'I |

TIRPR “f

. I

The US Nondpeﬁer?<k ?.

vl |
.:\» f

11. The US Commlssioner rntroduced the; (per, whlch had been
put to Governments;rn Parls and Lon nAThe French
Commissioner said that h]s authorr 1es were ‘actively
considering the three optlons referred te‘ln the US non-paper,

and others. | | ’h\

v!}., 1

12. The British Commissiloner said’ that®
preliminary thoughts in London at | offlc
US non-paper was a. welcome contrlbutlon o' the . .debate,

although it did not perh%ps take much fu ther forward the
practical and legal problems that jneeded ito be addressed. He
noted that there wasi no- specrflc mentlonWof the problem of
non-Jewish victims' of Nazi activities. Whllst the UK was
sympathetlc to the: ldea of aSSLStﬂng lnleldual victims of
Nazism, Jewish and non-Jewish allke, it y@s quite clear that
there would have to‘be a|'very conﬁlnCLn 1p051tlve and legal
case put up to clarmant countrlesnlf the IGC were to do
anything other’than proceed with the fln l‘dlstrrbutlon &s
originally planned. ;6 The.first optlon, to amend the Paris’
Agreement, would be'extremely dlfflcult nd protracted The
third option, decrdlng that some of!the;g“ld in the pool was
not, after all, monetary[went agalnst th preliminary findings
of the FCO Hlstorran whose research;solf r indicated that here
was little non-monetary ‘'gold found! in theiBrltlsh zone of
occupation which mlght have found 1ts wayxlncorrectly into the
TGC pool. The second optron, that of asklng the claimant
Governments to volunteerysome of their- i“nal share of the gold
pool, seemed to be a goodicompromrse. Th yComm1591on could
write to claimant governments w1thHé pr

He informal,
1 level were that the

opésal to give up an.

amount (not quantlfled bysLondon) of the“remalnlng gold,

achievable perhaps: through an Exchenge of&Notes between the

Commission and the clalmant governﬁents %‘

i ‘%? : [ !

13. The Secretary General said that any proposal which had the

effect of divertingjany ‘gold from the planned final
distribution to clarmantioountrles would|of course bear most
heavily on France since: France was! Hue ‘toi recelve about 39% of
the pool. But France was jonly 1nvolyed be%ause it had long ago
reimbursed the Belglan and Luxembourg authorltres 100% of
their losses when the gold which had|been deposrted with the
Banque de France was}effectlvely lootediby the Nazis. In this
narrow context, thereforeg Belglum*and Luxembourg had lost
nothing, while France had|'lost consrderab&y, since it would
receive back at- best no more than 64% of: Fhe gold lost. It

.. seemed to him therefore that Sane,fas the!US non-paper

.. recognised, we had entered an area |of moral issues, there was

" a case for (?the US land Brltrsh Government%) asking the '

~ Belgian and Luxembourg GovernmenteiFo conFrlbute an additional

amount to whatever might be diverted: from1the pool. It was

Y. AR
| B E
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agreed that this waséa matter which‘wouldﬁhave to be referred
to capitals. o ff ' | B ~
. R T R
The Final Dlstrlbutlgn REY SR %ﬁ
BT 1
14. The draft communlcatlon to clalmant "3untrles in the form
of a third person note, a sample of! wthhpthe Secretary
General had c1rculated after Meetlng No'. 230 - was approved and
the Secretary: Generab requested to produ e?SLmilar draft notes
for each clalmant country : , v e

wh, : .(,.-! nir
B v - .
il N . -
i

| 1 : 1 '
15. A number of’ amendments ito the dqaft fﬂnal report were
considered and agreed There was dlSCUSSlon, but no conclusion
was reached, on the questlon of thegformat‘- in particular
whether the report should be to some ‘extent self-contained
(given the length of litime since the‘last feport was submitted)
or merely in effect VolumeYIV of the§EXlStlng 1971 report.

) i ; ‘,
e /
H

The Final Report |

H

1‘ o i i
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il ST | I

' R o | [ T € -
! l . ) Jl ,( &~

Albania

16. The Secretary General reported tpat the Albanian
authorities-were proposxntho send two experts to the Bank of
England from 10 to 14/ February to undertake a final
examination of the comns. leen that! the[acthltles of the
Tripartite CommLSSLOn had - ln any case been:delayed he had not
remonstrated with the: Albanians overith s#delay. At the

suggestion of the. Chalrmani the Secretaryﬂw

General would,
probably with the"help of the expert'at Splnk and Son who
would be undertakingthe examlnatlon w1th=the Albanians, draft
a form of words on behalf of the Albanlansﬂwhlch would make it
clear that they had mno clalm to make for|counterfeit coins.

}. . z; s
W ‘14 o Ay

17. Comm1551oners agreed that “the announcéyent of the closure
of the gold pool shou&d behccnSLdered nearér the time of the

winding up of the Trlpartlte Commission. | tj
e . 3
IR y

The Gold Pool

The Netherlands' Obiébtionl ”L' 1
l’
18. Commxssmoners agreed that Sanelthe Netherlands Government
" had taken delivery of}the second dlstrlbubaon in 1973 without
raising the matter and hadislgned the staqdard waiver, the
.. Tripartite Commission' should not seék clarliffication of that
.. -Government ‘s current! attltude to the‘Commﬁ35lon s
 adjudication. ;H o L *‘W»

e AR
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19. The British CommlsSLOnér crrculatedfagSynopsis of the FCO
Legal Adviser‘s comments on the subjec tvand requested that his
colleagues seek the v1ews of their Govern“%nts on what
appeared to be the most effrcacrous way forward: namely a
trilateral agreement on lndemnlflcatlon, incorporated in a

memorandum of understandlng rather than aigormal -agreement.

t

Interest on Gold

.':«, e

. : B

[ I

20. Commissioners agreed that the Commlseﬁ%n should now
request the Bank of England to put bhe Commission”s gold on

fixed term deposit for one fmonth in the first instance, but
rolling forward as time permltted Commrssconers ‘'signed the

authorization to the‘Bank of Englanﬁ at. the'meetlng.

i ! |

Enquiries about the Trlbartlte CommlSSlOT ﬁj
;g ',! . K
21. The French Comm1§sxoner Cchulated th }draft of proposed
guidance for the use‘of officials of||'the: three Governments.
when dealing with questions about the Trlpartrte Commissi%n eqg
in their respective Embassfes in Stockholm_ The British and US
Commissioners promised to consider the text but the US
Commissioner commented lmmedlately that 1t“was very much on
the lines of the advide already glven to their officials.
E ’? £~ . | |
W
Tripartite CommLSSLON’Archlves w, ', W
I FE | Ll
22. The US Commxssrcner commented that the‘ylew in Washington
was increasingly in the dlrectlon of ‘opening up’ the archives.
The British Commissioner, sa&d that in- hlS letter to Mr Janner
the British Foreign Secretary had held thelllne on the
desirability of malntalnlng;confldentlallty;

-t AN
: [
I

3
5 . A

[
l

'

i
Any Other Business ‘%1 ;pﬁy W ;

(AN JRCET |
23. There was some dlscuSSLOn of thedapparént upsurge of media
interest in Sweden in! the subject of. Nazi ‘gold. There was no
suggestion at this stage ofiany actlﬁn by the tripartite
Governments to discover whether any more - ld should perhaps
have been handed over*to the Trlpartate Comm1531on gold pool

! .

p-

by Sweden. o '
| : | f S
Bank of England o '1 . f RS R
o - : l . ’ 3‘ .
" ,~'2¢, The British Comm15810ner said that the" Bank of England

“would not be able readlly to produce ‘the. sort of historical
‘read-out of Trlpartlte CommLSSLOn transactrcns which the

e

»

i

Secretary General had: produced a llst of these transactions as

211862
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TRIPARTITE COMMISSION FOR THE RESTI

T ‘p|31”” y
Agreed minutesﬁofiMeétlnglNo 232 of";' rlpartlte Commrssron
for the Restitution rf Monetary Gold 1
Embassy on Thursday, Q7|February 199 do s

Those present: )

t

3
i
!

[ |8 1
Mr Mervyn Jones Lok -Britis
el

M. Philippe Malo

;
B

Lo French| (

Ll US Commi
L I
i

|
L LI I SRR i
Mr Emrys Davies. - - Pt .Secretaz
| ‘

ik

|

Il

| J
Mr Terry Breese €¢‘
|

I

l

|

I

1t

Minutes of the previous meetine' |
o |’ H?v ’ P
| \ . I .
1. The minutes of Meetlng No 231 hel | 1 3] «January were g
approved, as: amended‘by*the;addition t ﬁthe -end:- of be
paragraph 13 of the eentenc‘. "It wa"! jre ‘Id that this was a
matter which would have;to be referreqqtt h%pltals "
I i
L N w":;ﬂ;,_ I
US and British Research Papers _‘i,;
|

= u
|95

. |" !l ‘ T
2. The British CommlsSLOnen reported hat the FCO Historian,
Ms Gill Bennett, would be visiting Washlngton to meet the US
State Department Hlstorlan, Dr willilam: Sﬂah§,~;n the first
week of March. She wopldgby:then be |able,t6 show Dr Slany a
first draft of her 2nd: History Note.‘He -gsearch so far had
revealed that as- far'as the|Br1tlsh Zoneyofjoccupatlon of
Germany was concernedU(there had beerla &Fry strict observance.
of the distinction between' honetary and bold which had ‘
belonged to 1nd1v1duaﬂs 'ASvfar as c@dld%behestabllshed no
non-monetary gold. orlglnatlmg.;n the||Br r,hsh Zone had been
placed in the TGC goldrpool; ‘ ,-$_ S

3. However, lnﬁthe codrse of her research,.Ms Bennett had come
across documents conceqnlng an approd e ﬁthe State Depart-
ment in 1950 to the Forelgn Office concernﬂng 10 bars of gold.
(apparently worth at ﬂhe time USS$10, 000 ”\"plylng a guantity

of about 285 ounces),Mwhlch had beenwmad& rom gold teeth from
1'gold teeth dis-

i

- Czechoslovakia. They. Were not made fllgm &

covered at the Merkers Mlne in Thurld
- photographs as belnglln,US nllltary hknd
o .War. Ms Bennett’s reseﬁrch"had shown| that

; to be |included|in:
ﬂForelgn Office had not been 'in favour I
bars, but had eventually agreed on the;

bars were part of the Relchibank ‘s mo

the
glalﬁﬂach had appeared in

t the end of the
the State Department

1ﬂgold pool. The
éﬁ the origin of the

,_Inds'that since the
‘ryﬂreserve, they

|
i
-

!
1
]
|
1
1
|
|
1
I
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could be regarded properly
included in the TGC’ s/ gold
which would not be acceptec
‘concerned had been in/the
clear from them whether or
consulted. h

!
4. The Secretary General re

3l and therefore

as monetary g<
pool. ObVlOUSlY thls ‘was a view
today. The Forelgn Office records

ublic domaln srnce 1981. It was not
how the French authorltles had been

l’“”FCO had informed

him on 25 February. The res
result in the 'TGC’s archlve

i

earches he hadﬁdndertaken as a

S did not revea& any discussion of
the gold in questlon jnor; any movement of
of gold into the poob'at about the tlme$~

that ‘'sort of amount
i ;questlon. The only

entry which bore any!resemblance touthe gold in question was
that for 2,903.03 ounces of gold bars' (and‘6l 842 ounces of
coins) whrch had been' dellvered to the Bank of England from

the US Zone of Austrra, ‘on
the subject of dlscu5510n,
meetings on 7/8 Aprll 1948
this gold is also told brie!

20 March 19503JThls consignment was

but only ! brlef mlnutlng, at the TGC
and. 9 December 1949 The story of’

fly in section 4v111) of Annex 22

to the 1971 Report, ~where there was.refefence to a value of

UsS$90,000.00.

: H
I )

§ H
5. The British Commissioner|

1 8 ‘:;l

Cy

;Ti;#‘
;

t i

| 3
E .

asked wHether it was known what

had happened to the boxes of gold teeth whlch had been -
recovered at the Merkers: Mlne. The US Commissioner said that
this was one of the specrflc points which” was being looked at
by the State Department s résearchers: Itrwas quite clear
already that the military financial off101als who had investi-
gated the Merkers cache had} been metaculous in separating the
SS loot from- Relchsbank holdlngs of. golds ?nd currency. It
appeared that ‘non-monetary gold had been*used to. fund the
amount of US$25 million which had been. allocated to the Inter-
national Refugee Organlsatlon.f Hf

';.

6. The French Commrssroner 1nformed hlS colleagues that the
French Government was' not conductlng thezsame sort of research
as that being undertaken by| the State Department and the FCO

because the amount of. gold which hadibeen! recovered by the
French authorities had been comparatlvely ‘small, and most of
it in any case was Law 53 gold However, the French Government
had established a Commiission (the Matteoll Commxssxon) which
had a very wide remit to lnvestlgate ‘the treatment of Jewish
people and others durlng the War. ME@ -i!w

7. The US CommLSSLOner reported thatuthe State Department’s
research team had been! looklng at a vast amount of paper.
Nevertheless it was the lntentlon to| have a prellmlnary report
out by, perhaps, 20 March It would be shown to the US’ tri-
partite partners.in draft before it becamelpubllc. The British
‘Commissioner confirmed!that’|the Brltﬂsh paper would be shown
to tripartite partners befoze publlcat
tolleagues a memorandum
pec1al Investigations in
1Iresponsrble for the
,r from this memor-

‘ﬁgke The US Commrssxonergclrculated to
*.py Mr Eli Rosenbaum of.the Offlce of
the Department of Justlce, which was

lnvestlgatron of war crlmlndls.

It was:

l
!
i ok
j -l

i

‘!
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l!
l
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andum that S8 gold (eg gold teeth) h

l
? B
d been’ melted down into
bars which had then qeen used by the;Rer chbbank as bars of
‘ rr
¢

-apparently respectable orlgln. Further eséarch might reveal
some information about: whlch bars had:béénﬁif dubious origin
and how they had beeansed by the Re! hsbank. However, the

Reichsbank records had beenlreturned%'
fifties and many of the micro-film copi

1 |
before their return were inj a very ﬁf

:;many'in the mid-
hlch had been made

) ‘,1
Contacts with Jewxsh Orqaﬁiaations
NN A

13

R

9. The British® Commlsgloner reported°”'
had visited Belgium toiaptend a publliic
for the victims’ of ‘the. Holo*aust to tailge] an

with a Belgian 1nsuraﬁce co%pany and! to%&rge Belgian support
for his proposal forrﬁn lntarnatlonel canerence on repar-
ations for 1ndlv1duals. He ‘had' not been}able to see anybody in
the Belgian Finance Mlnlstry but hadj,, ‘ ; '
spokesman of the Belgfan)Natxonal Bank
10. The British attltJde to| the proposhﬂ for a conference was
open-minded, but clearly lt would be necesséry to define ltS
purpose and to be assdred t1at it would«be?ﬁseful The ngrlsh
Commissioner asked hlﬁ colleagues to{see' Ehe views of tReir
Government. Mr Janner\s elaboration of h ‘proposal was con-
tained in a letter toer leklnd whlch Was fcirculated to
colleagues on a’ confldentla' basis. | % 1. »M

B P

11. The US CommlssxonJr reported that r]l'
number of contacts W1Uh Jewlsh organlsatuore 1n Sw1tzerland
and elsewhere: and hadlspoken to a Jeﬁiehy 1
land ' S B

‘|‘§|;, Lok,
12. The French CommiSékbner said thatv~;
increasing contacts. w1th Jewxsh organ sat
Mr Bronfman in the. conFext’of his proposhlﬂ
pool. There appeared to.be dlfferenc?s of‘i
representatives of French Jew1sh orgﬁnlsat%?ns on the one hand
and those of World Jew;sh organlsatlons onhthe other. The

former wished to see any geéture made bﬂthl

zenstat had had a

ﬁe'and leaders, egq
for the TGC gold
i

'ﬁew between the

e French Government
benefit the Jewish Cuqnunlty in France, wh%reas the World
Jewish leaders took a;broader view. Furthermore, Mr
Cwajgenbaum, the World'Jew1sh Congressfﬁgecr etary General for
Europe had proposed tHat tht remalnedlol He TGC’s gold pool .
after the French Government had made theirwbesture with their
2.2 tonnes of gold, should be allocated to it

1]
communities in Eastern entral Eu

8
¢

L The us Non*paner

1

EHEE : IR T e -

‘ﬁf13 The US CommLSSLOne: c1rculated t%rj-fl alques - for their.
‘information a new versmen of the US Non-pap€r, which took
cognizance of the view slof the‘Frenchﬁandﬁ itish Governments
and proposed lmplementfng option 2 of|it '~_‘rlier Non-paper,

c

i
\

;r;
e 1
]

i

}m

i
..‘

‘
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\
!
i
i
Wi
i
{
i
I
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ie seeking the voluntary co
from their share of the 'goll

the question of what- sort of compensatlon

established and whether ithe
might be asked to contrrbut
handed over in capltels wit

14.

L
The French Commissioner

! SN

ntrlbutloL oficdalmant Governments
d pool. The Noﬂ-paper also raised
fund might be
|Belglan !nd Luxembourg Governments
e. The Non papér was to be formally

hln a day‘or SO

said th&t hlslGovernment saw

serious legal difficulties hn the way'of, optlons 1l and 3 of
the original US Non- paper and therefore. bellieved that option 2
presented the most promising way forward} He read into the
record the brlef formal ‘statement of thekFrench Government ‘s
position, which is atmachediat Annex|| A. "%ﬁ :
I . et

15. The French Commlsgloner{sald that ‘his: bovernment suggested
that the Tripartite Commlsshon couldi| také actlon to inform
claimant Governments end to’lmplement‘thelredeCLSLOns. such
activity by .the. Commlss;on could fall under ,paragraph (f) of
the Commission#s: mandate. The US Commissiloher- said that his
Government saw fo dlfflculty in the Commrssron implementing
the decisions of claimant, Governments regardlng the disposal
of their share of thelold pool but éould ﬁet accept that the
Commission should play what|might be’ termed1a political role
in approachlng claimant Governments with - the proposal that for
humanitarian reasons they nght Mlshhto consrder contribu®ing
all or some of their share of the gold pool to a compensation
fund for victims of the Nazi reglme.nln the‘US view this was
strictly a matter for the three Governmente.

. ‘ ; i cobe i
16. The US Commrssroner=also sald thyt hrsJGovernment in
advocating option 2, wished|to avordlenyldlscuSSLOn of whether
any dubious gold might! have|been placed in'the gold pool, and
if so how much..Any such discussion wouldlbe bound to be long,
acrimonious and 1nconclusxve. There then followed some
informal discussion, of the: obvrous dlfflcultles which even
optlon 3 would+ present, glven in partlculer that there was
prima facie .evidence for belleVLng that some of--the gold in
the gold pool was tainted ar ‘ ”w; ﬂwas in the public
domain. IR R [ J[ L

i x '
The TGC archives "\'.':‘ - m'u'?n;;
S it
17. The US Non-paper referred to in paragraph 13 above raised
also the question of openlng the CommlsSLOnVs archives.
Informal discussion atthe beginning of the! meeting based on
research done by the Secret&ry Generaq suggested that there
may have been no formdl comn&tment to. placelthe Commission’s
.archives in the Archlves de France but that, this option had
been regarded for some-time |as acceptgd probably on the
grounds that the 1946 Agreement on Reparatlan had been signed -
*.in Paris and the French Mlnlstry of Forelgn Affalrs was the
;fidep051tory for SLgnatures of| the Agreement.‘The ‘us
“Commissioner reported that .there was 1ncreasrng pressure in
the US for opening up the arthlves, partrcularly, in the first

instance, TGC documents'relatlng to ﬂhe fo‘hatlon of the gold
' B R AR L BRIV

fl
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w
o
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pool (ie the subject| oflthe research”belng undertaken in the
US and the UK). The Us Govérnment wae formally seeking from
its partners. agreement to declassxfy TGC documents which
appeared. on their own flleé as and when they declassified
these files.’ Agreement was |also sought bylthe US ‘Government
for the release to the US Government! foriuse in its
historians’ researchlpaper[of the Federal: Reserve Bank of New
York’s accounting records cwhlch would then automatlcally be
available to the publlc). The US Government was proposing an
early meeting in Brussels of senlor“offlcﬂals from capitals,
attended by the three| Commissioners jand the Secretary General:
the meetlng would, however) be formally outsrde the framework

of the Tripartite Commlss1$n, ;
. i ‘ré"\

‘I,‘ oo i ‘ i
M" e RIS i

A ¢

Demarche to Belqlan and Luxembourq Go&ernme ts

M\ ».‘ i R

i
h

18. (See paragraph 13 of tre minutes ef Meetlng No 231 on 30
January 1997.) It wasnagreed ‘that, partlcularly in view of the
terms of the US Non-paper, whlch 1ncludedpreference to such a

i

this idea further.

Interest on Gold - . -

19. The Secretary. General reported that the Bank of England
had taken action as requested and the gold‘was now earning
interest. The revenue should amount o about £7,000 per month,
ie more than enough to fund the actxvxtles;of the Commission.

';:'., . LR I
. o M . oot
: o

Albanian Gold Coins wl‘ - R
A g o
20. The Secretarv General reported that the second more
detailed, survey of the coins had been undertaken by an expert
from Spink‘’s and two;offlcﬂals from the Natlonal Bank of
Albania. A few more ceuntenfelt coins 'had ‘been discovered, but
these and the counteqfelt corns ldentlfledﬂearller, all
He dlstrlbutedk in confidence
copies of a letter frhm Splnk s to the Alba nian ‘authorities.
Times were obyi eusly.very dﬁfflcult in Af%anra, particularly
for the Bank. He proposed therefore”Wand i was agreed, that
for the time being nomactlon would be kenito ‘hurry a final
decision by the Albanians on whether|or not,to claim for any
counterfeit coins. o i ‘m‘
S o . o i '
o Lok
Secretary General - indemnitg[1nsurande j;;

P

3
5
i
i
i
‘
i
H

«‘v’e‘

9

21, ‘The French Commissioner| said that hls.Government would

:Qﬁﬁprefer an insurance policy but that if that were not possible,
"~ could accept a commitment to meet 1/3 of any legal expenses

. which might be lncurred by the Secretary General after the

winding up of the Trlpartlte Commission. The US Commissioner
said that for domestic: legislative reasonsﬁrthe us

i EE
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Administration could not commlt ltself‘t

State department would examl
“problem. . Lr‘ '

l
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The Final Dlstrlbutlon 'f'aw@am

\.,x B

22. The British. Comm1§516ner

Box e

en lndemnlty The

ne otherﬂways of deallng with the

| ;'
T L

said that h'vhad comments from

the FCO on therdraft note- to
be circulated ‘to colleagues.

it remained his Government's

would be useful at this stag
reaffirmed his Government s

* \ :
Official Guidance on TGC;Act

clalmant Governments. these would
The French Commissioner said that
view that: such’a communication

e. The Brltlsh ‘Commissioner
agreemenﬁ ln prlnCLple.

’{ "

ﬂ%if: [
23. (See paragraph 21! of the
30 January 1997. ) The Brltls

ORI I
‘s
.sh

mlnutes of" Meetlng No 231 on

lVltleS ]
h: Commlsshoner“suggested that as

matters were moving rather q
be sufficient time to! \'consul
official comments had’ to be

be to ensure that coples of |

tripartite partners a31and w
should ensure-a: degree of co
distributed copies of“the 14
Department inthe FCO.' This

Comm1551oner expressed the h
officials in partlcular abou
Governments in the Tripartit

“confronting the Commrssmon,

1 f N

The Final Report

Al

uickly and there would often not
t trlparthte partners before
made, the best | way forward would
guldancelnotes‘were passed to the
hen they:were: up-dated This -
mmonalxty‘ofm pproach He *
test Brltlshfguldance for News.
was agreed. The ‘French
ope that whatever was’ said by
t the attltude]of partner
e Commission to,the problems

4 ,

24. There was generallagreement that the‘flnal report of the

Tripartite Commission 'to the
the format of the draft subm
including enough of the pre-
comprehensible without. jconst

Wﬁ
25.
question of a separate‘repor

The British Comm1§510ner

three Government should follow

itted by the Secretary General,

1971 hlstory to make it

ant reference to the 1971 Report.
! :k oy ,;I;

sald that the FCO ‘had raised the

t to be made avallable to the

ie

public. The US:-Commisslioner:
the report whiéh the three G
signatories of: the Parls Agr,

that he would: prepare a draf;

Governments.

Vm,
o . otk
~Next Meeting %

26. It was agreed that”the n

.on Thursday, 20 March.
=T E

thought that thls cdould in fact be
overnments would be making to the
eement. The Secretarg General said
: llon by the three

ext meetl

*********J*‘*

211869


http:trl.partl.te
http:commun.l.catl.on

DEGLASSIFIED ¢

Loy 9/00

i

beLS_ HARA Date :

[ENET=N—

i

Annex A ‘(See paragraph

i
§

La France partage avec
des solutions juridiquement-
reparations legltlmement du
derniere guerre. T

La France: place la- dim
autre consideration. C est
les demandes'. formulees par
au nom de l’equite.

Nous souhaitons gu’un

2.."1
.:,.w

Concernant les modallt

initiative, nous estlmons,

britanniques et de nqtre pr
(amendement au Traite de Pa!

fraction de l‘or monetalre)

iy

14 above

o

i

i
i
‘i
i
i

ses partenalreﬁ le souci d’adopter

1ncontestables'concernant les

es .aux Vﬁctlmes‘des tragedles de la
I R B

lension mofale*ad dessus de toute

dans cet esprlt“qu elle a examine

les organlsatlons representatives,
]3 vl Ty fll};i .

geste 301t effectue.

es de mlse en”oeuvre d’une telle

au vue des letudes americaines et

opre analyse,ﬁque les options 1

ris) et 31(requallf1catlon d’une

presentees :par, le non-papier

l‘?

americain du 27 ]anv1er com

i
{

juridiques. wy
La France marque

porteralent deugraves difficultes

t u

: «@ :
sa preference pour qﬁe les quantlt&s qui
leur reviennent soxent resﬂ

ituees aux etats ayant-droit,” la

Commission se chargeant preglablement de les informer des
demandes concernant ces sommes et - de,les 1nv1ter a trouver,

s’ils le souhaitent,

en llahson avec'|les" organlsatlons

representatives, .une solutlon permettant deles affecter a un

objet moral et humanitaire.

..3‘ :

Nous n excluons cependant la posalbll%Fe, pour un etat
ayant-droit qui le souhalteralt de charger la Commission

d’effectuer dlrectement ce

conviendrait alors de deflnlr.

La part revenant a la

temps, !

etre mise en reserve\en France,

geste, selon des modalites qu’il

v jlli
Ly

1
i
i
i

France de&ralt 4dans un premier
’dans l’attente des

travaux du groupe de travail preside par Ml Matteoli. Cette
Commission qui vient d’etre|creee par, le Premler Mlnlstre,

afin de faire la 1um1ere su
regime de Vichy a 1° eqcontr
en France, sera amenee a ex

organisations representatlv
**

r les spollatlens commises par le
a de la- communaute juive residant
aminer cette- questlon avec les

es qui en. feront la demande.
**********

' 5‘1

i

g
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TRIPARTITE COMMISSﬁON FOR. THE RESTI&UT&ON OF. -MONETARY GOLD
! Y IR E
Agreed minutes of Meeting No 233 of the Trlpartlte Commission
for the Restitution of Monetary Gold held at the British
Embassy on Thursday,ﬂ?O March. 1997.i

b ;'.2
Those present: B R T I

Mr Mervyn Jones - b -British! Commissioner Chairman

M. Philippe Malo IR French'f
Mr Terry Breese . o @“ 1US Comm;ssroherﬁi*

Mr Emrys Davie€s = . |7 Secret

Minutes of thesgreVLOus meetlng

o~

»
LAl

&,

=

. IR L
1. The minutes of Meetlng No 232 hel; 7 February were
approved, with minort amendments. I »
?l‘ | .
US and British Research Pag

i
2. The British Commrssxoner reported|tha ,the FCO paper should
now be available shortly after Easter, 1elearly in April. It
would be made avallable to|partner Governments in the TGC
before publication. Ms. Gill Bénnett‘’s] VlSlt to Washington to
liaise with her State?Department counter-part Dr Slany, and
others, had proved most useful He could conflrm that, as was
the case with the. US.Government, numbers ef Trlpartlte
Commission documents had‘been 1nadvertent y released into the
public archlves wheniFCOzarchlves had beew‘

IFCO| }declassrfled.

I

i “
3. The US CommLSSLOner sald that the Stat “Department had
sought to restrlct access to the Trlpartltb‘CommLSSLOn

US National Archlves}had ralsed compllcated~legal objectlons
which had led the State Department to: accept the situation in
practice. o 7| :

April. It was the lntentlcn to brief; some df the Governments
involved in the issues raised in the] paperﬁand to provide
"copies for Tripartite; Commrssron partner Governments before
publication. The French Comm1351oner sald that it was the

_French Government’s view that the paper should be made

'~ﬂ5favallable to partner .Governments in a . tlmeiy manner before

publication and before theibrleflng of other Governments. The
British Commissioner, agreed with the! French view and expressed
his concern that the! partner Governmentstshould have
reasonable tlme to. dlgest and prepare [off 11al comment on what

2118 71 .
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was apparently a compllcated and lengthygaocument.

v

}‘ R ¢ G .
-5. The US CommLSSLOner 01rtulated a draft{statement which the
Federal Reserve Bankwof New York would liké. to.issue in
response to the questlons which would lneVLtably ‘be' asked
following the publication: of the State Department paper. It
comprlsed a technlcaﬂ descrlptlon of the 162 gold bars now
remaining in the Trlpartlte Commission’s] account at the FRBNY.
Although they were all bars originally depOSLted on behalf of
the Tripartite Commrs%ron,xorlglnatlng lnuthe Swedish Central
Bank and the US High: Comm1551oner for; Germany, they were
produced by the Rand’ Reflnery in South Afrlca (1507},
Rothschilds (8), US Assay Offlce (2) and'SQCLete ‘de- Banque
Suisse Le Locle (2)'~The British' Commissibner said that the
FRBNY's lntentron would have to be referred to capltals.

6. The Secretarv General poxnted out that such a. statement by
the FRBNY would of course have. 1mpllcatlons for the Bank of
England who would noldoubt be asked to- make a SLmllar
statement. This would: be compllcated and p0551bly
controversial becauselof the existence of”the -tWo bars
retrieved recently from the German authorltles.a;urthermore,
since any such statement;by the Bank of England would reveal
that most of the gold”was currently on 1nterest bearing
deposit, the questxoanould no doubt be- asked 'why the gold in

the FRBNY was not SLmllaer
perhaps be alerted, given t
they were unable to offer s

7. The US Commlssloner ,remi:
circulated documentataon pr
history of the Trlpartlte C
FRBNY, including a detalled
from Germany. The State Dep
documentation in the US res
commented that this would n

i

The TGC Archives -

‘l ok
{\ ET‘
Vi -

on deposxt The FRBNY “should
hat the answer: was in part that
uch a facrllty.'~ .

Fthat he.had

nded colleague
epared by the, aRBNY concerning the
ommission’s gold, account at the
description: omﬁthe gold received
artment w13hed}to cite this

earch paper. Commissioners

_ed to be,consr?ered ln capitals.
. )._'x"

IR

8. The British Commlssroner
of a change of view at‘mlnl

reported thata had no indication
sterial level.uThe French

Commissioner said that his Government s v1ew was.that it would
be unwise to engage in a partlal declass1flcatlon, as seemed

to be envisaged in theiUS non-paper:

inevitably to more requests

‘this" would lead
|for further releases. The French

Government would. be prepared to agree to the release of all
documentation, lncludlng the most recent pdpers, immediately

‘'on the wlndlng up of the Tr

Commissioner agreed with the French view;
. ..the line taken by thelsecretary of State,
'fegletter of 20 January to Mr Greville Janner;

W
9 The US Commrssxoner‘sald

favour of maximum pOSSlble be
would malntaln publlcly in a

lpartlte Commlssaon. The British
Wﬁlch was very much
in his

r leklnd

that the US posmtlon was now in
elease of- TGC“documents, but it
nswer to questlons that it was
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10. In answer to. the ‘French Commissioner” s‘enqulry whether
there had been" any progress on the US*proposal to. -hold a
tripartite meeting in' Brussels, the US Commrssroner said that
he was not aware of any,'although there‘had been' discussion in
Washington with Mr Elzenstat.

[ .
it

The US Non=-paper

S b
.

here had been any
lghe™ Belgian and
d out that it had

11. The French CommLSSLOner asked whethe'w
developments on the idea!of a demarche tO'
Luxemburg Governments The Chalrman p01nt

delayed in the Cchumstances. i

12. Taking up another\of the points ralsed in the US Non-paper
(see paragraph 13 of |thej minutes of the‘meetlng on 27 -
February), the French Commissioner confirmed that the French
Government had no objection to the establilshment of a
compensatlon fund,. but the dlSpOSltlon of %he ‘French share of
the remaining- gold pool wotld be decmded by the' French
Government. ‘ } , ,g,. PR

’ il "':nﬁ”l‘

Contacts witii Jewish: orqanlsations co

13. The British Commrssroner reported’ onwfprther contacts
between the Secretary of Stlate, Mr leklndr and Mr Greville
Janner. The French Commissiloner described ithe scope of the
activities of the Matteoli Commission lﬁ' rhnce,~whlch now
prov1ded the focus for JewLEh demarches. e British
Commissioner reported on his recent conta with the Belgian
MFA on the subject of lndlv&dual claims andtthe establishment
of a Commission under-the Chalrmanshrp of M Jean Godeaux,
former Governor of the Belgran Natlonal Bank The US
Commissioner reportedathat at a recent lunch he had been able
to brief the Belgian- Flnance Mlnlster~on aspects of the
Tripartite Commission'and in particular had been able to
stress to the Mlnlster that| the exclusion, from the Belgian
claim by the Commission in ltS adjudlcatlon'of gold which had
been requisitioned from 1nd1v1duals after %he German invasion
was in line with the adjudlcatlons of other countrles' claims.

i1|' PRI

Secretary General - Indemnltv/lnsurance.f
I ‘ |

"ﬁ14 The US Commissioner gave further detall of the
‘difficulties which thei US Administrationi had with the proposal

for an 1ndemn1ty Followlng dlscuss10n, the‘BrLtlsh
Commissioner said that he' would revert. to ~he FCO and asked

the Secretary General 1n the meantime to seek agaln to
| - ?
, | y . g f

ﬁ! ! i %;
+ . f " FEs
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TRIPARTITE COMMISSION FOR THE RESTITUiION OF MONETARY GOLD

b [
5 LA
Agreed mlnutes of Meetlng po 234 of éhel;%lpartlte Commission
for the Restitution of Monetary Gold.hel“at the british

Embassy on Thursday 22 May 1997 .

Those present: '?V\f: ?'

gl ' . i L
Mr Mervyn Jones ' Brltlsh CommLSSLGner : Chairman

\'\‘ .

M. Philippe Malo Al ‘;French Commlss oner
Mr Terry Breese 5vI;;jUS CommlsSLOner5

Mr Emrys Davies .. ”5 :

[ it ! i i
. . '; - . . |
Minutes of the Drev10us meetlng P
.a o 1
1. The mlnutes of Meetlng No 233 held
approved. :

March 1997 wege

alty
j
e

'
.
i

US and British Researgh Paéers B %
2. The US Comm1531oner commented thatia gr as the Tripartite
Commission was concerned, the lmportant p®lnt to emerge from
the US paper was that; Holocaust v1ct1m golq had been melted
down and placed in the gold reserves of the Reichsbank and
that some unquantlfled part of this tainted gold:-will have
gone into the TGC. gold pool. Although[thE'paper had been
designated a "preliminary study”, he was’ ot aware if further
research work was beﬁng carrled out. a% th;e
3. The French CommLSSLOner stated that the document left by
French diplomats at the State Department*and the Foreign
Office had been released: by the Quai d- Orsay as the official

French reaction to the us and Brltlshlresearch papers
A L

T |l R ) 4 R ‘:; I
The Next Stepéﬂ**4- ‘wx o '5_]‘;“{}

i

4. The Secretary General c1rculated a paper‘whlch he had
prepared with the idea. of fccuSLng attention on a number of

" issues which needed tc be addressed in the!comlng months and
on the sequence of the, actlon to be taken.@He also circulated
.'a copy of a draft paper on the establlshment of a trust fund

" which had been prepared by the Holocaust. Educatlonal Trust in
“.London and which had been sent to him'the! prev1ous evening. He

‘understood that a-copy had already beenAgléen to .the FCO.

1]’“‘ I i
5. There was consmderable dlSCUSSlon -amongst’ Comm1551oners of
the detalls of the varlousAsteps whlchlwould have to be taken

it

i i
L PR o T
| B
1
H
i

|

|
- g

T gﬁjﬁ
o .
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p‘ cal il (S R
to meet their Governments’ agreed arms«of}éstablishing a
compensatlon fund and winding up the work“of'the‘Tripartite
Commission, followed by the 1nternatronalw¢onference in
London. The French Cdmmissioner placed onYrecord that his
Government supported;the proposal for] ah international
conference, (which lt thought might be allowed some decision-
making capacrty) andjthat- the TGC’s; records should be made
available before the conference took placé, :

following scenarlo. ”

(a) Wlthln the next few days, the US Government would
provide the French and British Governments‘wlth a proposed
redraft of the third! persor dlplomatlc note to claimant
governments which had]been drafted someltlme previously by the
Secretary General. The re-draft would! annopnce the final
shares to each government, refer to 'the flndlngs of the

governmental research  papers concerning it hé‘Holocaust victim
gold which had been placed in the TGC- gold%pool "inform the
claimant governmentswof the;establlshment.of the compensation
fund and indicate that the claimant governments might wish to
contribute to it. TheﬂTGC wPuld meet on 29fMay to flnallsg‘the
re-draft and instruct/'the Secretary General to issue it & a
Tripartite CommLSSLOnldocumEnt. a

(b) The Secretary General would . lssue‘the document to
representatives in Brussels of the clalmant countrles no later
than 6 June. ' " ; * SO

(c) The "relnforced" meetlng of the GC would meet on
17 June or, alternatlvely,f16 June to flnallse the details of
the compensation fund‘to be| passed on to. representatlves of
the claimant countrles.*The Commissioners would be reinforced
from capitals at the level of s Deputy ASCLStant Secretary
level. h ' o A

(d) A meeting to. be held before, the" end of June in
Brussels with representatlves of the clalmant countrles to

brief them on the compensatlon fund. @ k

u

i

7. Commissioners agreed that the TGC: shouldhcomplete its work
and be wound up before. the 1nternat1onal"fnference.
H ; o ST S ]

N i
:

. t 1
'

N U } |
§. The British Commissioner | suggested that_rt was too early to
engage in discussion about partrcxpatlon injand specific
objectives of the conferencel. At this stage %t was sufficient
to note that it would take place in London before the end of

the year. ‘ﬁ;, I%(.h A - in“

: N e
International Conference :

f
!
1

9. The Secretary General passed to Commlse
legal advice which had|now: beéen obtained from a London lawyer.

As hoped, it regarded as mlnrmal any rlsk%of action against
. : I!l"

211876
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A
the Secretary General\succ
the danger of legal Costs

General. The lawyer was’ pd

"underwriter today (22 ‘May)
contact the latter on 28 M
before then.

eedlng but clear&y there remained
belng incurred by the Secretary
ssing the advxce to a Lloyds

. The Secretary:General would
ay, if there hai been no contact

-

Secretary General -

ontract

"};t

10. The British Commissioné

|

¥y

il
er reminded Comn15510ners that the

Secretary General’s curren1

1996.

t contract. explred at the end of May

In view of thel'UK Inland Revenue’s attempts to 1mpose UK

income tax on. his emoluments, ‘At was agreed that for the time
being no new: contractlwould be .issued? theTCommLSSLOners and

the Secretary General, agreed that he shoul
duties as at’ present deflned

. ' \WH
US Commisslioner '.!

H

11. The US Commissio

ner conflrmed that he

‘d cont;nue with his

would be leaving

Brussels on re- aSSLQnment on 20 June and thHat his successor,
Mrs Anne Derse would | not be arriving untlﬂf25 August. He
proposed that in the c1rcumstances, the” Bqltlsh Commxssaner

should be asked to contlnue as Chalrman.1

was understood that lf the
year,

.h.

5‘. !
sl}

Next Meeting

the French CommLSSlOr

{hls was agreed..
TGC still ex1sted at the end of the

er would assum Chairmanship.

12. It was agreed’(see parabfaph 6(a) abovEQ that the next
meeting should- be held on 29 May 1997. S
o R

***********
i . ‘
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TRIPARTITEuCOMMISSION FOR THE RESTITUT@ON OF MONETARY GOLD
|
Agreed mlnutes of Meetlng No 240 of the Trlpartlte Commission

for the Restltutlonlof Monetary Gold heldyat the British

ms

Embassy on Wednesday, 17 December 199?.

. . .
b !

‘Those present: "L

L . . : i
"l\[.' R " . . L ki

Mr Mervyn Jones lvio v ~British Commi s;pner;;Chairman

M. Philippe Malo [[* " French Commiss

Ms Anne E. Derse gmq i Us Comm1351oner'

. f*-J‘
o R

Mr Emrys Dav1es i qafSecretarprene a.
. C A s :

Con.,
U

Minutes of. the prevﬂoﬁs;meetinq

Yy »In ’

1. Subject?» 4 minor amendment to para J‘ph 14 " the mlgptes
of Meeting No 239 he%d on| 19 November 1992 were agreed.c

Matters arisinq’froﬁﬁbreVLous meetinq

!

v
;‘, ! !l

2. Receipt for finall shares s.(Paragraph" 2,of the minutes of
Meeting No 239.) The US- Ccmm1551oner sald that Washington

agreed that the receapt to be signed: by clalmant countries for

Wi

their final share would be adequate pr of
title to the gold. ' |. i | ;
N

'of a clear change of
3. Waiver. (Paragraph 2 of the minutes ofsMeet1ng No 239.) The
US Commissioner reported the US view was-that the receipts to
be signed by the clalmant countries.: shouﬂd embody an
acknowledgment that | the walvers 51gned prev1ously remained
valid. The Secretary General was asked .to produce a draft
receipt for- the cons1derat10n of Comm1s aners.t

4. Danzig. (Paragraph 13 of the mlnutes'of Meetlng No 239.)
The US Commissioner :said that the US Government was content
that no reply shouldﬁ1ssue to. the letterlfrom ‘the self-styled
"Government- in—Exxle of the Free City of" Danzlg"

The British and French Comm1551oners had not received
instructions. { '

The TGC's Archives = .

5. There had been requesta at the Londo 'Conference that the
'TGC's archives should be opened to 'the’ publlc The US
Commissioner conflrmed that it remalned Washlngton S view that
the archives should be released as "soon aSrp0831ble. The
French and Britlsh Commlssioners relter‘ ed_thelr Governments'

wl Js P
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view that the- archlves shogld not be op e? until the TGC had

been wound up. rgd

e
o

" 6. The French'Commisgioner conflrmearthat a representatlve of
the French National Archlves would be vmsltlng the Trlpartlte
Commission on 18 December to assess’ th" Fchives with a view
to their transfer iny due course to Parxs» Commissioners agreed
that the cost‘ﬂf_mOVLng the archives to; Parls would be a
charge on TGE: -unds,w‘,. , g;w{;e S

: Al : Pl
7. The Secretarv General- reported that the copylng of the
important parts. of the archives was nearl'

y‘complete. These
copied archives could,remarn for the txme',
office. i L !

"

5
W ‘§ﬁ!z
I

The London Conference{“:‘;
8. The British Comml331oner suggested thatﬂlt mlght be useful
to take steps to ensure that the TGC’s! preCLSe role in the
restitution of monetary goﬂd was more wldely understood: it
was obvious from thelvarlous inaccurate interventions at the
London Conference that few people seemed .to understand the
TGC’s role. After dlscuSSLOn it was' agreed'that Commissigmers
and the Secretary, General should contlnuelto provide accdfate
information consxstent w1th previous guld nce: prov1ded by the
TGC in response’ to enqulrles. ' x ¢
. e 2‘ =5

The Gold Pool = announceﬁent SEERE

9. The TGC’s mandatewef 27 September 1946“Mrequ1red it, inter
alia, "In due course,: to announce the tot 1
of monetary gold which: w1ll|become avarﬂable for distribution
by way of restitution.” Partlcularly 1n;v1ew of the fact that
two bars had been added to. the pool as.frecently -as September
1996, the TGC could not make 'such -an- announcement without some
OfflClal indication from the three Governments that, as far as.
the TGC was concerned, the gold pool was: closed Comm1551oners
agreed to consult capitale.: |

L Do
! B R

Lo, S
| -. 3. ' .
P T
XI,( ! ' Il },'

The Final Report

10. There was .substantial. dlécussionVOf5the related issues of
whether the” three Governments were requl q‘or merely might
deem it approprlate to report to the Signatories of the Paris
Agreement when the Trlpartlte Comm1551on}was wound up.

- Provisional agreement'was reached that, yery :close to the time
.of the winding up -of the TGC, the three! Governments should
send to all the Slgnatorles and all the claxmant Governments
.copies of the full 19?@ Report (ie lncludlng the Annexes and:
“all the Adjudlcatlons) together with thej Supplementary Report
"(presently in draft form) under cover of | rshort Note, perhaps
"on the lines of the draft report from thé'threé Governments to
the Signatories prepared'by the Secretar erneral The
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Secretary General p01nted ;out that it would be useful to have
early agreement fromnthe three Governmenteﬁon this issue
-because, while there were plenty of .copiesiiof the all
adjudications in Fren&h and Engllsh avallable, the 1971 Report
would need to be cop%ed : I )

CF

*\l‘ -
The Bergier Commigsion -
A _ ‘ Aok ! St
11. The Commissioners: took note of thexpO‘nts’raised in the
Secretary General’s letter of 9 Decembe
tabled by the:Bergier Commx%s;on at the
Bergier Comm on!/s interim report, du
need to be consmderedNWLth these points!

i!] U j‘l: :
12. The Secretary General in paragraph 12wof his letter of 7
December 1997 commentlng on|the London’ Conference, had raised
the question of whether the|newly- opened: Degussa archives
should be examined 1nsrelatLon to -the two' gold bars retrieved
from the Bundesbank ln;September 1996. TheyUS Commissioner
said that in Washlngton s view. this was’ a“matter for the ghree
Governments rather than the‘Trlpartlte Commxssxon. The French
and British Commxssxoners aqreed o

-
! B

Degussa

r e

freu.

The Gold Pool —’alleqa%ieﬁsfefﬁtainteatéo

TN S
13. The CommisgSioners’ éonsxdered paragrap
General’s letter:i f.7iDeé6mherﬂl997 abou
Conference. Nohe had seen the document alleglng ‘that some 50
tons of the gold in the TGC’s gold pcollwasrtalnted gold. It
was agreed that in answer to enquiries ors CrlthlsmS, the TGC
should take the line’ proposed by the Secretary General - that
there is little 1nformatlon hn the TGC” s'archlves about the
origins of the gold if/ithe gold pool, and that such information .
should be sought in the archives of the three Governments and
archxves available elsewhere. ‘ i R »

ul f"v ‘
The Final Shares - Follow—up to TGC Note'ofgs Auqust 1997

14. The British CommLSSLOner suggested that‘lt was tlme to
remind the recipients qf ‘the|'TGC’s Note of 5 "August 1997
(other than the Netherlands, ‘who had recently Teacted) of the
need to proceed with dlscuSSLon of the. modalltles of the final
~dlstrlbutlon;;“he US Commis§ioner report :
Washington’s- yiew it was‘not yet time to;
recipients. Né rtheless, it|was agreed, :
..~ .pe consulted about the; desmrablllty of theiSecretary General
ﬁ?fmaklng contact with the relevant Embassies§ in ‘Brussels early
'in the New Year - withj |1f poss;ble, a draft‘recelpt for the
‘consideration of clalmant Goéernments (see paragraph 3 above).

H ~, - . ‘; ;"t,‘,:‘

., S (L ' .
i oy . not
I . . . ‘ é
I . X ’.A" "‘n' . 3
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Final Shares - Former Yugoslavia

e
il
g bl o l‘
;

T S P b
15. The British Commiséionem reported that: ‘the British
Embassies in the five successor states had heen instructed to
speak to their host Governments in the ‘sense of. suggesting
that they consider serlouslm contributing. thelr tranches of
the final share of theICompensatLon Fund .. The hope was that if
they could all agree, there would be no need to resolve the
problem of dividing the fanl share of 'the former Yugoslavia
between the successor states. . e

1| ; R R
16. The US CommLSSLOner convaed Washington’s agreement to the
revised Annex C-to the;minutes -of Meetin .iNo' 239 on 19
November 1997, :but proéosed*k revision to® ‘the last clause of
é’iiiiéiiﬁsinfa?E‘f‘ixNi%Z"t‘éhiii e bakhae) ™0 or the
agreement amongst them .of how the Yugoslav share 'should be
alternatively allocated for] example, through ‘the joint :
contribution of that~ share t% a fund to beneflt victims in the
manner suggested by theé : Republlc of Croatiai" Following
discussion, it was agreed thlat this amendment might read: " or
their agreement on howthe flnal share of; the former ;?
Yugoslavia should be alternaflvely allocated for example®’
through the jOlnt contribution of that share to.a fund to ..
" benefit victims in- themmanne& suggested by the Republlc of -

Croatia® . ‘%, DR B SR
'ilf: BN

AN

17. It was also tentatlvaly agreed that the first sentence of
paragraph 7 of Annex A'lto the minutes of' Meéting No 239 on 19
. November (the identical Note% to Slovenia,.: Bosnla, Macedonia
and Federal Republic of: Yugoﬁlavra) should- be amended by the
deletion of "achleve agreement" -and substltutlon of "agree".

,,,,,

'!"']r ': i
18. The Notes. would not‘lssue untll caplta

jhad concurred in
the changes proposed §ii;§ [ A Coa b :

O
Chairmanship of the~TGGV

19. Commissioners agreed that in view of‘the'reasonable hope
that the Tripartite Commxssrpn should be able to wind up its
affairs by the end of February 1998, the Chalrmanshlp should,
for practical reasons remain w1th the Brltlsh Chairman at

least for the time belng e . CL g

5 -
Gold on Deposit with the Bank of Enqland

+ o /|

I f

. 20. Commissioners agreed that they would'conslder in early
- . .Japnuary whether to lea! the gold on deposxt beyond mid-
“ January 1998. =7~ 5 ‘ ‘

{
|
N
|

|
|
1
S TN
‘i"
¢
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Office Rentalm}€a ll

21. The:Secretary General, sard that he (
~discuss;the matter yet: w1th the Joint: Mana yement Office. It
was agreed that he wouhd propose that the-~ rent ‘be paid until
the end of February and that the Embassyvbe asked to grant

rent-free occupation for whatever little. tlme the Tripartite
Commission remained in ex1$1ence PP

The Two Gold Bars - Pfépoeal
OIS N . :
22 There was a prelrmlnary dlSCuSSlon ofrbhe proposal
received from Mr Ian Sayer .on. 16 December -for the sale and
auction of the two bars retrleved in 1996. “from the Bundesbank
for the benefit of the| Compensatlon Fund. (Mr Sayer, author of
"Nazi Gold", had alerted the three Governments to the
existence of- the two bars.) |It was recognlsed that the stated
aim of the proposal was entlrely laudable,.but that it would
involve some sensrtlveilssues. -Capitals.w 1d need to consider
the proposal carefully. In answer to a quéstion):the Secretary
General commented that|Mr - deer appeared: to: be  a: successful
businessman (and was certalnly not looklng for  a® reward) and
apparently had a track record of organlsrng a. charlty for . the
survxvors of an SS massacre. . &

: + i
‘(‘ %

Hamburg Research Instltute b I 4

I f ‘ ‘ :M;H
23 Commmssxoners agreed thalt Secretary General should reply
to the request from the Forsbhungsstelle NatlonalSOZLallsmus
und Nachkriegsordnung ln Hamburg for 1nformatlon about the
Tripartite Commission and rellated matters. on the lines of the
draft enclosed with hls lettbr of 16 December.

sl I
'<|‘].A;| f "

[ PR [N

: '
i

Mr Herbert Herzog

24. In his letters of “and 16 December, the Secretary General
had alerted Commissioners: to| the fact that Mr ‘Herzog, whose
activities relatlng to |the search for Na21 gold had recently
received media attention, had, some forty years ago, been in
touch with the Tripartite Commrssron. Thereiwas nothing
revealing in the TGC’s: archlves. Mr Herzog~’ skdemarches had
been rebuffed, although' he had - apparently ‘played a part in the
discovery of consideratle quantities of gold

‘The next meeting

25. It was agreed that tbe m<
T”aﬁ@? Friday, 16 JanuaryN1998

B i
i
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' ATTEN 1 Mr. AlexiB;) Dasplit » i
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Attached is a file contal:l.ning the fonowing salf—explanatory documnta k]

aes Letter dated 25 Msy 191;.9 from Albert Thoms to B‘mign Emhange Depository
with reports, referred to therein b ‘attachad e b .}yf
f i

} From Thoms. dated? May 1949 <!~ | ‘
'2) From Soegen datchOApril 1949 ° 1""% ,
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A . x‘l' xlxlu L h . S
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Frankfurt/lﬂain, to FED: with !ugoalarian Gold Glaims attached as ' nm R .

4701 (with speciﬁeatian diat)
1702 - L :
1793 -

,Gominsion theae. ‘nm oL ihi.ppad ank
FED Shipping Ticket £ 133
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333%5%3 83&ﬂQUAR%ER$ G

m ALLIED EAPEDITIONARY

I G~$ 31?1&10»

SUBJECT: 98 Loot nna tha gaﬁckakank. by e
70 : Colenel B. Eurnstain, Finanne Blvtalen. U8 Group CC.

1. Tﬁe ﬁeiauohamk !2gears te hsvu aote&-nu the personal agent
of Himmler in oconve 83 loot, into orthedox financial assets.
The Bank cotidealed tta tativitiao .uge-0f faloe namest the
1oot was received tar\ﬁha peconnt of an individusd ocalled NELMERY
{tz value ofter aaaoaanuatwwas croﬁito& ‘40 [the ssocount of

‘MAX EEILIGER. Only nb@m& a. aegaa pcraans knas theae numes,

2. Also 1mpziected in kandltns the loot: nru the Pinanoe ﬁzniater.
the Mint, the Reich Fawnshop, snd the précious metaln'flzm "Deg aa“
the latter uaunninxsd~w1th «0, Farben ; rough csrtain onen

and an important asancy of: ﬁh@ Germaau“ﬁunt &ata Qoﬂnar am®,

3. It ie plenned to tian.albsrt ?hons, chtef of the Reicho-
bank Precicus Hetale: g:gt.,rin detail .on the gold control books

- Que %o arrive from mag&cburg. tbr a 3311 tocarﬂ of the ﬁelssr-
Heiliger tranauations. B

4, (0888) might bn apyreaehed a@naaraing search for and
ezaminutian of the rocarda of ta» rnmnaaﬂp n aotlsn.awuLVgrumk

5. Opecisl Pinance Dat. nhanla nnka Dasnona (Dautseche Cold- und
Silder-3cheideanstal t) a speciel target: in regard not only te S8
leezrggt a8 & very 1&k013 madxnm nr,cvanion of Allied finanoial
00& ‘0 ! e ;e

3 -wa‘ﬁ‘nxaruha& 20 amltlminc ut ﬁcr ‘ n&many, was found

by US forcos on ocr about 12| April 1945, ittcentainnd not o a
gold hoard but s special pile of astuff identified b { Albert Thonms,
chief of the oze Metale Dept., Relohsbank, Berlin, ae ss i1s0¢.
This loot consisted of 189 containers (euitceses, doxes, ete.) and

18 bags. The lot was carefully piled 4im .alcorner of the aave
ssparste from ather itamu, Tocugs&ng an araa adboat 20 ft. by 59 £t.

3:#& contoiner dore a packi allp ahawing oua&anﬁa. Each bore

pping of the genders Deutaoche Reichebank, Haupthkasae,
(l Borlin C 111. Eaech teg|bore the name "Nelmer”, the number
- assigned to the ouiteane; i ' packnga or haa, ana the uuiahﬁ.

Some guitoaces and boxes were wired %aaathor. Some had spruns
opan; othera apptarea Ba havm hoan tawgnrna with,

. F4
37 [‘ i: ! ‘
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‘Fbout half The contal i P11 1945 after

removml xron tha m&ao and 1hrther exuminat& on wae made on

7 %ay 1948. They aontaﬁnaa ‘grery canacivnblc kind of persopal

-ggt%ole of vnlno and aunaiderable camr nay,_ Here 12 a rough
&5z R ; -

i ,
. eraanantel) 5111ur~-tr§yn, eanﬁle&%i km, g3, (291 1bp of L%
: 1n|oae snilonge ulome)

flat silver--knives, turka, ayaamw W
Pasaover eu{a eilver| .
£01¢ sad sllver dental werk, aoma malﬁaa éawn (bage fnll)
watoh ohaine &na‘cmmmm, £0l8 and gilver .
olgurette casee, g@ldlan& oilver,  @oBs wiﬁh engraveﬁ nanes,
: some with nama noratehaa out
powder puff emses: '| | ... L
gilver thimbles | '| P o
opera glasaes TS S L
spectacle framen . i'|" b w -
rings, gold snd ntIver anﬂ g@aeioun etonn—uwcﬂ& s ONZRZEDMONT,
. :raivnraary. et@.-«Ttrum@ on siringe eor
Yos C
neoRluces snd otringa ef huaaﬁwual. lnﬂ. pearl, salvnr. gwld
- earrings T |
bm01@t8 S :‘ Y L l .
~otick pine Jb'-“;;.g%.,r'L R
Gﬁfnm . o , o . A . D ’;‘” :1 u"y
tiares ' x«-:(;s A quA“‘

eoine and eurrono of amay natione ‘and denominations==inclund-
ing 10 snd 20 dollar: fﬂld . pleces, eilver pounde
storl&ns.hﬂﬁ and Britieh’ papur money, great
amnnntn of P@liah ’laty. |

8ilk stockinga 'ﬁ.x,_

Case 71, for exaaplo. eentained 1.556 hwanalata of gold, eilver and
lagguer. There were 2,656 geld wateh omses linted in oms hax.
There wore coing and cary totalmiag 850,300 Folish zlot

a suitcasen. A box with a ¢ zzaa ‘tag 8ated 15 Sept 1944 isted
600 pleces of table silver. S8ilver’ &anknliwark wci&hlng nearlw

22 1lbo were in one uniteano,fgﬁ; 4

A anisaaae of ornaaqatal ailver haﬁntha aﬂnmp of the Darpig Hoin
RR station, 51 Mar 1944, A couple of: suitoases actually hed what
looked like "g8® written in red peneil onan cuteide labely one
@f theae oontained thn 231 Iba of nilvor T?ama noted above.

|

The 18 bage contnlnadf '__;and a&lvnr bers

; [
I‘i‘:l [
I KR
i IO |

:/’uc:fem— -MM‘IL‘I w
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f . -
Albers %hnas, Esiehab&nkarnx aaief at taa ?raatuan Zetals Beg .
of the Reiohobark, wesl in eharm of : abermgg«‘ma Retobsbrak 8
hoard and other valuables inolnding this'38 loot in the &1&%&33»
hal aalt mine at Ferkers, ao wee found attenpsting %o get avway
from the mine snd teken into ocustodg. -in bis firet in exview
12 April 1945, he mada) the faaxﬂwxaglrazarumn« o the 85 lootd
w2he firat time we brwugat eesne rgala uﬂ&ah took four
depn to unldab. The aeaamﬁ}&a&gmmawgsa@ unlonded in about teo
duys., The ailver snd gold articler in the ceses ceme fyom the
88 Beeromle Dept. ¥e zot erders to hald: thaa ‘here beosuce they
were in danger of bein acttru ed bg hanh& 411 the csees in
one coraer cane from the 88]- 1 think. thgy acme from the Bast.
- The Relohsbenk wae a;gr@aﬁhaa cavtko matter of kseping the
arti«las irn the mia@. R ¥ N

Thone elaharmta& 8 littlm &g hia 1n$@rvicwyan 18 a»riz i945:

00,000 S0t S £F Franions devle . Benare mus, wrosad

’ 0 ¥ nore, no ¢ nge
tuera, Tae &epanat ef 53 was kept only. for last poar. %his ie

an incovetion., The stuff was turvned over- aad the Redchsbank "
took aazy the weight of %negeeataata from-a spale., The contents
were ilgs put in bage and sent.to: she- man&c&ral pawnahop. This
iastitution made an appreciation of the value %9 the Re qnubaak
wkich rapoyted 1t to %&e aeimh fiuum?o minxﬂtev.

- *The pawnsho alrwa&; haa patd about 7,@@@,0@@ to 16.6@@,039
kM through the ﬂa ahabank 40 the Pinanoe Hinister. Tae staff in
Herkers was given to %hn ﬁaﬁc&ahank hnt noe;xci pawned.

"Reichsbank notes aad f@ra:ga;eurraaay notse trned over by
tte O} were beught alvaaﬁlg By the ﬁaiakﬁba&k at full value.

“The pewnehop eal& tae‘gnxa, gpl@ %aaﬁb. ete. from the 88
ﬂhm&so ! »f o § s .\

.Arrmmaomontn 0 haue %gamm Jtas in ?xankfhwﬁ were wade oo he
would be available for guestion in regord to gold ¢ondrel
books sovering the Nerkers hoard. ‘gt Gurtls comduoted peveral
interviewe alone and on 6 Muy 1949 wee joined by 7/3 Taybwr for
spacific guestioning on the @8 aet.s 9@11¢w1ag information was

211889
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‘éavﬁm@n% 02 13\&§r )
ﬁinnnvaﬁ&anﬁ ai lagt yaar.h A lock % bis|gold contrel bankm Bow
in our hands recalled to hism that the sogomnt began in 1942,
38 Brigede~-fulirer FOABX telephoned to Selchobank Vice-Pres. PTHE.
56 Brigede-Pauhrer LCLP waalala@ Anvolved 1a the srrengements.
Reichadankdlrektor FROMURNEOHY of the Kessendegyernent fastructed
Thoms to receive the aeltveriaa.a Ena&aggtnu t two and a h&lt
y:arn upwardes of 60 éeixvexiun wers maﬁe. “Deliveries varied iz
8ig0. ‘ |i‘

”»a% 88 raaa“vau aux vas anaann* a 'anx:nﬁividnal aaalaﬁ mwnmga.
Value of the loot afder assessaent 7as. arﬂaitcd to the asosunt of
an individual oalled MAX EEILIOER. :Thees names stoed fur 6S op
33 Reisusfuhror 2iummler. Qﬁﬁsﬁ and-Aip. olerks wers not allowed
t0 write 38" 4a the Looke. .The aocounis ave listed sonevhat
11legibly in the golid | somidrol Books we have and in thoge we amalt
from &naﬁshnmss & rough e»upila%inn of . "Holmer® endries which
Thoms helped 1dentify | is shown below- under value of loot. Thoms
said only five or aix ﬁernnas in h&a ﬁqgartmﬁne Znow tho iﬂaa%i%y
of thess acoounig. | N

“individusl with. trank»loada of anitcanen,
sagse, odvo. He received a reseipt from Thoms or

& ¢lerk for the Alemized gontents ef each contalner. Once or twice

he noted a oontalner atemped '”’:-Asﬁxaﬁiwnalsgnr“ Onoe c&na

. 2914eh sla:z gaie in vrap para of the Zaissions Dank, gg*fw

hevaves clalms to have regurded the. stuff as ordimary °
spoila of wer from aama and other pec Issr&n ﬁhﬁ Qa&ugimd maa%.

¢f comcentration cam na elaimed to gawa of Daghau

- dog. 2043 asad
baxea, packages, bs

and Orenidmnburg unﬁi his ﬂuaan% trip withvyoa te Eushanwala.

‘ - ““e p !'
23 AN Y 5 + Bl A & 'vp 3: 4 o4 1

Urdinary Vehr 08y went: to | : ISROLO8, Qvnasnry:
asiaa and aurzengy aoi peld by tne xahraaah% sqwu beagh% ‘
‘Raichabank. In the casa of 53 loot, howewar, ha Sank n&laa
sverything, coine end eurvenay and permonal. dooty. Oeld and silver
bara weew sed ourremey were boughl By. the Bank at fall walae.

OF tha {t@@i@am astals 2¢r]rm~amq1tzag 301¢, nouaxlp suall itens
1iks gold rings, went to the. Hint end.wore amaelte Iapgor itens
for re-ameliing wen?d' aﬁztlg 46 4the Ra&am=jgwsa&@ iha biggeat
share of thege items was prodedly amsltea4h3 Degusea which paid
a highsr price for graaieaa aetale for. re-smelting then the Rint,
ad was the biggest Tirm im the yra@ionﬁfmm%aza wotness. Soxe

of ths bdettar Jawalry Bas ealﬂ zhroad. inatma@ of being smelted.

- Xeliex's ﬁalivariaa t&a& wmnt t&raagh ﬁ&e Freex@ua ﬁctals Dapte,

ware {mﬁn the Bank 8 F ) 23¥ op \or Mmﬂiold.
para hmu ) xbr rewaal& ahmuaﬁ (aa&a ewal & rims)i
¥ e Bagassa (larger 1tuma). redit fyom sll
thege salaa was tranutawra via . @1xa‘aan¢uat to the ﬁ&n&ste@ mf :
Pinance for the Konto MAX. KEILI@&R, ive, ¢

Y whech L'.Pr < voukF ‘od%. i
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»

- Total vai ie 6 50 or more as‘.%xula be aauauntaa
thr by veady" ”oaaha&*ia“ and oredited to the
nesount af Eaizisar ylna the. value' of the unsorted loot found
in Berkers. 7ZThons eat&mmtaa vory cauticusly that the Tonte
Beiligg: ran up {0 araauﬁ 7,000,000 0 10,000,000 R¥, He ocatinmw
ates Herkerse 1nat at xoashay hal? of all &almwr ] aolivariea.
If thig loot ren &t about the. oame value s lote alr oashed
in, the total hunalca by the Baak soulé be detween 14,000,000
and 20,000,000 8% | ‘\}”A T |

A compilation of “&elsmr"laatriua 1a"hoaké now on hand shows only
the equivalent of 1,&0@.993 aallaxa. brakaa dowa o felluwat

WE
Roceived direct from xoimara ;%fi :
., Onbapd 1 Bep 4% - °

Previously raleasaﬂ

$esuaaa'a Berlin yr«aiaaa wara &e&t:@xad.ﬁy baa@iag late in 1944-
Thons believes the wvaulss wqro ‘Aot ‘destroyed and important records
would have been kept theve, Berlin trsnesctions were recorded
thera anéd not at the aaaﬁquarturs ia Fwaakfurt.

Rorzally Deguaea wae allovsed 200 kilaaraaa Qf'ﬂold a ponth h@
the Reichsdank for induwetrial uses.. .In addition the £irm wes
allowed to maintain a lorge etock of ‘goldenThons first oaid 4%
night neve besn as high es 2,000 kilogrems {6 000,000 RHM), later
said 1t was lovs. ' aarpinn over. anticd && cﬁaéa wge to be
returned to the Relcheba -Stoek was for deatal, chemical, photow
gra phic uses, eto. ainae ﬁngaak 1944 no. gala has been a&l@%
industrial parp@aaa. mo %hat 3agaaua’e staek nay bs low,

[

~ Deguosa £1 @ grominentiy iu maﬁallgaaalluaaart resorde eeiped
-8t the oas xn of the Tuohess of Hesse. :Pivm .was n0% only largzgt
in precious metals but ulaeﬁ&nd ‘agreenentsy with Parden and e
esellisohaft fox yr@ﬂuaing aua ‘maoke: and " othor ‘{tema. After the
Cerman attaak on Ruﬁata. Dogugne helped. tranemit Coraan mail o
Japan and USA; mail was flowa in 1% inn. plenes %o fio 4e Janeiro
for otenoing and p@aﬁaaxkiua and themos dispatohed, Degusaa hes
an office in Shanghai whiah banﬁlas affaira o? the Gormms "Zasd
Asia aanaortiaa* | \, 1. .

».'. e

F R IIERR h gu
imo eatimated b ?bomﬁ\aupene an’ nnﬁerutaeument for the
100% hasdled bp the reichebank. since 1942.! Certainly they oannot
begin to represent tha tetal extent of tha oyaxmﬁicaa of the 88
"egonomie department® wiich |for 12 yaara hes dispoged of the
personal and household |valpsbles of milliens of racial snd politw
1@@1 viotins of the caleulated Nasi paiiqy ‘of externination.
Search and 1&eatitiaation aﬂ finanolial aaaotn originating in 83
garatinns i a vitad ab:e«tivm of &1119& 'policy oconcerned with
imination of Geraen uaatery -militerism.. Detection will doubt-
leas ba exgremnely 4 mm. noing: oati be gade with d ues
given Thoms as %0 tae rwla af e Ru&ehabaak. the Piasnce Minoter,
the ¥iant, the ?awnahop anﬁ a&gnaaa in;' ‘3f$nannia1 apaxatiana.

ki ‘;
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SIGNED STATEMENT BY mxa'r moags on mm.ms OF SS LOOT
'BY REICHSBARK. o 4 RS '
: ";i. . a Ged

A'

In autumn (?) 1942/{Wheard from Reichsbankdirkktor PEPLAB
--first director of the. Banptkasse in Berlin--that Reichsbank-
direktor FROMMKNECHT - wished to talk withime about gold business.
Herr Frommknecht told me that after an arrangement between Vice-
President PUHL, Obergruppanfﬂhrer SS WOLFF and Brigadeffihrer SS
FRANK, 'the Reichsbank had to take care for the sale of booty~
goods from the Bcichsfuhrer SS-Wirtschaftsabteilnng (Economic.
Department). ‘He added that there were expected only some deliver-
ings. ‘ ,

pl‘A o . : ot
P ) “ |

The amounts for the delivered valuables had to be transfer-
red aecording to the Prder‘of the Reichsfiihrer §S to the Reichs-
hauptkasse (Treasury) for the account of thc Reichsminister of
Finance--"MAX HEILIGER". The whole affair should be treated
confidential so that only the leading persons of the Hanptkasse
(Reichsbankdirektor PEPLAU, Direktor KROPP? And the other. sub- .
stitute diretors) and\thosa people who worked in the Precious
detals Office were 1nform@d about 1t. ~ &.

Lo ‘The valuables were brought by Obcratnrmfﬂhrer MELMER and ‘

1ater on by Sturmfahrer FURCH who - wore alwnya civilian clothes; f

Aa it was known' in the Bank that the amounts for the booty-
goods from the Wehrmaeht who had to send the valuables directly
to the Reichshanptkasae Erreasury), were also put to the credit
of the Reichsminister |of Finance, it was evident that -the Reichs-
bank only" had to take upon\itaelf the character of a trustee and
that the Reichsfihrer |SS wished the wcrk of counting and assort-
ing to be made by the»Reiehsbank = v

] dlameaged qole ( Bruch iald

All Jewelry, gold, and silver ornaments t%e were
delivered to the Stadtisches-Leihamt (Pawnshop) in Berlin. Gold
weddi g8 were sent for\smelting to the Preussische Staats-
mﬂnzenfﬁ in Berlin. Foreign notes and, currency, gold coins

and gold bars, German notea were directly bought by the Reichs~
bank. g ; v

Ai“ .
The Reichsbank acted ag 1ntermediary 1n the unusual business

in jewelry. Vhen at later times the Ranpttreuhandstelle Ost

(Trustee Administration for!Occupied Esst) 'intended to give such

‘material to the Bank to handle, the Bank refused, although the

Four-Year Plan had consented beforehand to'this plan.

- In all important gold transactions the'Four-Year Plan had
the leading and deciaiv& role.u ¥Without the ‘consent of the Four-

~ yegxr Plan, the Reichsbank Direktorium could”not dispose of gold

or--as far as 1 know--foreign currency notes in larger amounts.
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, The management of banking bnsineas waa in the hands of
-Vice-President PUHL and Reichsbankdirektors WILHELHM,

KRETZSCHMANN and BAIRHOFEER as membcrs of the Reichsbankdirektorium.
. ' I !
The special managera for transactions in gold and foreign

currency notes were—-afterl?uhl and wilhelm--Re1chabankdirektor
REINEL and Direktox.PAaxxs _ St

G ¢y

The leading man in cash—affairs~~aftei Reichsbankdirektor
Bayrhoffer--was Reichﬁhankdirektor FROE&KSECHT.

The political and Bocial mansgement was undexr ViceoPresident
LARGE assisted by Direktor.FAENE

B ;- A-\r
The representatives oﬁ the employees‘of the Bank in political
and social affairs ware Herr HELMBOLDT and Herr RATSCH; the
officials of the Bank were similarly represented by Reichsbank~

direktor ROSEHBERG-LIPIRSKY;and Direktor OBERKAMPF.'
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‘ally acoepted dafini};ien eﬁs'as.
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periodafﬁmym,wdhasiwmdiapeaw.afm
casas befare it, Bm-e remgin n‘iythe%liﬂh
wdah.m'daﬁ' ‘

m genersl lime which the. G\om&ssi M‘
3

. The initial éifﬂculw derims from tha fact ot a
mtm@ldmlmmm tMPMsmmthtwmm\—

. t
+

Eaverthelesa, aerta&n gmm‘al ubmtim~ m‘he .mﬁaeo;
the clear imtemt of ‘ths P&r‘is A@‘eemen 4G

frem othey mtitn:km prim&ples and frmn. B I¢ ion:pri

mmwrmz&mmw : $-the re

impressed with the im |and’ mm mm: ﬁm@ion mrma gem

a3 an element in wstams. .Although the la e of Part III is

not explicit on this peint it w@n&ﬁ probebly be ‘accepted without eontro-

vepsy that the form of khia Arﬁie&e was dictated ‘byiai recognition of this

qnality, and that 4ts mﬂm'lymg ebjac% wag to recongtitute so far as possible
Wmﬁmwmmm “"neﬁ.;anmww

"ths@armm, g 1mtothalaasaswhiahmeyomﬁ” wirete, As B
t@«,ayrepoeitmn. it mast De conc) Shat t%msﬁn% ﬂ.utemﬁaﬂ

to apply the special provisions of Article III to ‘tha?'}.osa of private indive
iduslg - re@mgﬁssﬁ of wbether the goid wag in cein or ‘ether mmeiary form,
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_ cing demonstration csn be made that-

: idsmﬁaxﬂ.‘u s far z‘be:l.f.leving

' aeam t@ imply the necessity

DECLAS S\FN:HD
WND 9770/‘/

R @n the basis of the intmtaticn of Article III autlined abm, it
aaams ta me that the follmg m-iteria should be“‘sppli.eﬁ m Juﬂging the m—

I
A ‘;1
I

( )mmaamamaa thetﬂ.me 3. sshambeenthapmpar«-
) : eauntm or of an- ingtitution ‘me@ized ag & monstary e -
amtm. If- 1egis&ation existed wunder which the
iSry ma ca;m:w m ‘taken, pessessian of certain: gold held by
riduals ba the fact of German & e tmaybapoagﬁble

y drafters’ of tb»?ms Agaemen’s o .fsnli

oy

5444 losses ‘of privately owned gold. -Compensation for: smh lasm. 11; aeems
fair to say, mst ‘be )

‘t‘ nnder af.her proviai i gove tion ami
mst;uumn. AT \F ‘ R
(a) Detatled emd mmam data mst ’m; provided as ’tm
fac's af m looting or w vl removal of the. goldnhyt,,, BPMANY
cise qmtity invalm andi (c) t}he cwmrship ‘=

With mspect to- the fbctt of leoting. e
mission mist {insiet on clear and: omplm evideiics, ;.

‘cai) m
(b) tha ‘pre~

lose of the gold claimed, thoelammstfaal... In th
stration of loss there arims ths \problem of yosaibl"e reoeipi; ’W the L
country . of squivalent value for the gold taken ty ‘Germas

s that the country reaaived 'full valuve for the. 2ol ;
in terms of foreign emcbange or-in.terms of net additien-to i
; "‘.V{,thsaa.imis._‘ o & doubt,

\that' ammtar vaJ.ua ‘m' in fac

As to the guantity of the' 1osa. t&m
culty in -spplying this critert
ation against. thase countries '.'\M.ch me mst m eear

exploited by Gérmeny
1t is these comtries which, gble- to pmvma do-

m;mrally enengl,
tailed and verifiable data, |The. qmtion ar:;aas as t@z mmr -90me allwames

fior

should ‘bs made fm' faﬂ:m@s ‘en this

T

hy

1l '~ 211896
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%fgj};fjif.

% Ag ths umrship of gold bytha Adimnt @thm'wa
mt%mthmty of its|own, in the ahsanae of gontradictory evidence 1
‘ghould aﬂaquate for the% clainm to 4 strgt hat. the.gold. was car

s%am.
eainst tha gold or of ciaims @inat

gold as an agset,. If such clalms exist, they oy sa’ae mbaeat
for intermtiaml WMQM or mt’ arbumtianiand the tm@pow:mh; mﬁh

tez\y éalvd. m m. thm the pramn e»i‘ wmshipmt he @m&dam 8l
_mpa%-compiete, Howsver, as will appsay ‘wlw. it mgy be. possible for a coun-
"bmtofailtemttemmutha thedafiﬂtimanﬁy@twvv
avineing w,‘m%an of mrshipf
3. The Eafmtim of Mmetmy Gold

e definttion ef mjmmtary g.ald whi.ch 1

\~' -
i
R
i

r.

t. was

te& mbs&arive&frem
.1t will‘aere@a.lled. mm

\ : s B
A11 gold which “at! thm time af ﬁs 1oot1nga r wron@‘ul remal

m carried as apart af tha d.aimnt caunt;‘y's mrmary reserve,
overnment itsclf or in

~ 'naak or othar m

5 baxt st’ the m&m
as fellmz T

' 8 re ras more , , p a o gold
Fd\ mtmthns qui tm mafafemsrsh& fth 14
the. ¢laimant. government or:a mamtary autharity aﬁ' the claimant cematwg
b mst» also be g‘h% in tha wamts of the government :.t.aelf ar, »et’ a.
It is this\last. ats.pm.auon @1&%
mw of the-emses still cutst : g
missiensrs on the met.had of its mpnaation is ‘a'pre
of thea@ ¢ages, ij;j-jg : , N ]

apm@, this pmblem m be ms% eat  afectoril
selvsd by the ,";Q mdieut of mfasing to recoznize that y
{saion wvas egtalilished: to 'serve: the puyposed’ sdcle 111 of
‘ it it'adcpta&the {nition as a device « ;.wemld cmm
ate to this end. Since an qapm‘ent \conflict has 1 between h
a'gitmienal docament — the Paris A@eement ana the aﬁmtaistmﬁva. ;

as o elimimte the conﬂim‘». - §1_ i‘

Wzmxmggestis,inahm ﬁmmaﬂ’-'
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f forth in Section 2, &bl refuse to irvalidate s
additional gtandard incorporated In the ded 1nit on ;
procedure will produce bmﬁly equiteble rosdts con 1stent» with the purposes
of the Paris Agreement, a.mi will avoid majer difﬁcﬁltiea, which otherwise ap-
%r inevitable, It should, o far as I can see, cz*'e’a.t e no difficulties,

n if the facts were @ama‘l.ly known no mtry wagld be in-a position to
‘create a disturbance becaise’ the Commission, in ofder to.serve. equity, chose
to interpret the definiti ‘n! in a flexible manner.-:There:is hovever, no ree-
son why it should be knowh,| Published decisions o’ cluims could and should

omlt all reference to the question of  whether or not  the. .80ld was carried as
"a part of the claimant conn’sry 8 metary maem.w L

D L/g o | Mﬁ
Goluwusd To wale -
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Under a stﬂet applioation uf tha dafinition af mnetary gold this .
claim would probably have to}bameotedmths ‘ground”that- the Bangue d ‘Emls- '
sion, although a Belglan mem itution, in buying the gold: in question %}
mmwwmﬂsm factmeuaaanagentcsf ) Gemnaand
Ieserve. Under the Mi.cJ.eojaf Asaociation of the Banqns d'ﬁnission no ri
was given the to:hold gold as a monstary reserve, Evidanea indicates
that on the same the’@‘enmmredﬂelgimna 0. 88l -

the Bangue d'Bmission they ordsred ithe Bangue to collaot the. ld ‘and mmr
it to representatives of the; Reichs’bank in weekly 1nsta11mnts. SR

I belfiove that, namr&h,eleas. this elaim shonld 1) admitted on the
~ following grounds: el . A
iy (a) At the tiie of its mml romval the gold. the properzy
\?'Su( of the Banque Q'Mssion ’oy virt:m of 'bona ﬂda:pmhases for
\duchva‘lna m;gim | 2 }

e (b) The Ban@m d'Mssion as mg;gd mnetm mthority of
S % Belgium, hence the gold- "beloa@d te Belgium within tha HOAN~
ing of ths Parla A@.'eemnt. :

!
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The Justification for th‘i’s ac’sion eould be stateﬁ ] *f
mvolva any discussion of thle daﬁnition of monete

slav claim for W5 lograns of
looted Ly Uermany: and fol "B‘.i a@me ladmed to bave been
regoved aleng vith Gopper ore. t@m‘nxthsmemm from ﬁr@alavia.

I velieve that the sgmllear, claim ghould he,admittaa ‘m that the larger
claim can be properly donisd. 'The principal - concideration dictating the ad~-
mssion of the smaller claim is the fact that the bars containing the W45 kilo-

. mmmmwmr slwstehmbeenincluﬁedinthegolddepeen
assembled at Frankfurt and mhwqmnt]y tranat‘axre@ to. the Bank of Englend, We

knmv that the Tugoal&?s hava' 1nquiries to the Mi1its

K _' 1




DECLA IF‘tD

/ ent definitions of monetary gold a deeision to
/Qwhiehlmdbeenhald "monetary” for purposes of

/ ground that it was not monetary for. purposes of Testituti
would be 1iable to marmssing Mtieim. e

Moreover, theraaem tomtobamels@lbasia for spproving
the claim, It is.definitel estahnshod that under legislation enacted in
Tugoslavia as early as 1936 “the Bor Mines were to sell all gold pro-
duced from its copper. daposit to,  the. gtate, mch gold ‘ming covered into the

wag never rapealed. Thie
monetary authority of |

the Bor Mines, and accoi ‘tocerta.inevidnnce roéncadb thaYugoalavs

actually kept an account of |the: amtmts of gold dua it, (Accorﬁing to the

Commigsion's s this evi&ame is of somewhat énbim ity; 1 do not,

hmmar, feel that it is esmtm to- the argmant e fact that- the old
not dsli.vered to tha Serbian Kational mnk m rect.

4399

. \ Rl : . g -
Loy P .

A disallowance of the claim,‘ therafore, o the"gouml that the gold had
not formally come within the\ possession of the Tugoslav Government and entered
in its accounts woul@be meffact ‘to sanction an 11legal act on the part of the
Germans and to pmsu‘se their v:lctim I believe the. cleim. ahuuld be admitied,

I feel no diffiuﬂ.ty aboat mjeeting the - larger%claim for 1,400 kilogrems

d@ldst&tedtohavebaenmmadaspartofﬁz copper .ore taken by the Ger-

mans from the Bor Mines, . This claim, 1’0 appears, can"*‘be*ilef 6d invalid be-

emzsed’thafollowing maons"‘ [

Vyf (a) Gold existing 't}m formmf an un:m‘;’ined 3
metallic ore mmt\ be classified as “mnet‘ pet
. meaning of the Paris Aaeemnt.

(b) Eo "detailed and veri ‘

fiable .ovidence” has “een provided 88 %o the
axaot quantity 1ost. {m amount claimed . &

_' on t.he hasis
of past mienco, to the tote.l tonna@n_of mammd )

(c) Ho eviderce has even,bean prodnee& that tha.golﬂ waa ever in
Y{ fact axtractad from|the ‘ore.,
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'sy VARGV,

the other case, For exampl

perienced in validating the claim,
overcome these difficulties enly by virtue of certain factcrs not present in
e, -the exigtance of confirmatory evidencs from
" Germany as to the exact emount: of gald incorporatediin the: Bor Mines bars;
the fact that the gold hed. almady]‘neen refined at:

ﬂmsmmmm@km‘w&b@cmswaa tateproperw Cn the
other hand, no precise data s avallable as to the ‘2014 ‘eontent of the copper
ore nor is there evidance that any| gold was extracteéd. " Begardless of state

L

'In ny opinien, theé@ommissicm an annming At Bpproval of - tha ‘smeller
claim for ki) ograms . should anq:\hasi

ze the diffteulties mnm@-

pointing ocut that it had been possidle to

'E’cimed’thels ané.'

/, legislation it dces.not seem .peaai‘ale to hold an unrefined element in metallic
to which ths Sﬁate haﬁ nﬂ titlel ag: part of the mnetary @1& of the State,

et

“ i , ]
A
I ES

\,W (a) lma@-am muymnapem amfaonea@m Gf‘fice
N S

| en under the. broa&ariinterjpmtation of me
Fart 1, 1% appears impossible to validate this. olaim,’ since:the :
m@% in the pame:of:private m&vidmls,hafn ' 8N pad d fnr by the

govermeent, and had notf’;been!plmed “a.t the, dispoeal j:ef s*ths» vermt“

(v) 7,358 mograms aaized from private 1ndiviénals
| 5 2

53 moma“’of gold owisd ty primte |

Samwi&meﬁststlmtsom?}

individnals had Deen registered’ with the state,’ There is mo evidence, however,

i  proper.
. link the 7,358 kilegrems of -

© Wbat we haveis an aasm:loa that the Germm loowel 353“1:11
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