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Memo to: Chris Jennings ,...­
(;: ___ Q..P- C . 

From: Linda 1. Emanuel, MD: ph.]) 
I 

Date: December 3, 1996 

Subject: Tentative program 

Our tentative program is added to this repeat fax. T~ put a perspective on ethics and 
international professional relationships, we are considering inviting Mr. Thabo Mbekl~ Deputy 
President of South Africa to present the keynote on Saturday. I want to discuss your iUc1ination 
regarding Vice President Gore's participation before I move on inviting another digniuuy. 
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ETIDCS AND AMERICAN MEDICINE: 
mSTORY, CHANGE, AND FHALLENGE 

An In,terdisciplinary Conference 

of Physicians, Bioethicists anC! Historians 


to 


Commemorate the Sesquict:o.tenninl of the 

American Medical Association f s 


1841 Code of Ethib 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

March 14 and 15, 1997 


On the moming of May 7, 1847,268 delegates) represen~ng merucalsocieties and institutions 
. from 22 states, assembled in the Hall of the Philadelphia iAcademy ofNatural Sciences to 
approve a Code of Ethics for the organization that was to: call itself the American Medical 
Association. The Code, the world's first national code oflmedical ethics. set standards for 
physician behavior v.:ithin the medical profession and became a model discussed and emulated 
around the world. 

i 
On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the Americab. Medical Association and its Code of 
Ethics, this conference of physicians; bioethicists and historians 'Will meet to reflect on the 
progression ofmedical ethics past, present and future. Is~ues such as the patient-physician 
relationship; birth, death and dying; consent and informed consent to treatment; and genetic 
research will all be reviewed in light ofchanging moral, ~egal and economic pressures on the 
Code. This conference 'Will provide insights and build toward a consensus to help guide the 
profession, scholars and the public as we head into the Second Millennium. 

[ add Vice President nere] 

Sponsors: : 
A""''''';'''~n T\1f..A;l'l'ol AUI"II';l'It',..,n f1,..,.,t.",1" f{w Ri{\p.t'hi{'l~ nft'hp. TTniv""1'~it" {\f"Pp.n1"'l~vlV!lIni~ ('nllp.Q'p' 
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ETmCS AND AMERICAN MEDICINE: 

HISTORY, CHANGE, AND CHALLENGE 
• "10:"' ... 

Friday, 14 March 1997 

7:30 - 8:30 Registration at Philadelphia College ofPhysicians 

8:30 - 8:45 . Welcome: Daniel Johnson; M.D., AMA President 

SessiOD One: Establishing Medical Ethics and the Profession in th@.1800s. 

9:15 - 9:45 Why the A.A1A Code Matters 

Speaker: Edmund Pellegrino, MD I 


9:45 - 10:45- Panel: The Code and its Hisrorical Clmex! 
Facilitator: Robert Baker, PhD I 

i 
i 

The Evolution a/Medical Codes, 1808-1846 
Panelist: Chester Burns, PhD 

The First American lldedic'al Ethics Revolution 
Panelist: Robert Baker, PhD ' 

The Anti-Code R.ebellion of1883 
Panelist John Harley Warner, PhD 

10:45 - 11 :00 Discussion 

.11 :00 - 11 :30 Coffee Brea1{ 

. Session Two: Chnllenges to Medical Ethics a.nd the I!rofession in the 190118. 
. I . ! 

: 
I 

' 
11 :30 - 12:30 Panel: l-"fedical Ethics lv/ilestones in. the 1900$ 

Facilitator: Charles Plows, MD, Chait, AJ.V:1A Council on Ethical and 
T.... ...1~ .... ~ni A +';~~yt~ 

mailto:th@.1800s
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'Alternative Medicine and the AMA 
Panelist: Paul Wolpe, PhD 

Significance ofthe 1847 Code in the: 1900s 
,Panelist: Rosemary Stevens, PhD 1 

I 
Medical Values and the Practice ofMedicine in the 1900s 

,Pru.lelist: Charles Rosenberg, PhD I 

1:00·2:00 ,Lunch 	 I 
I 

Session Three; Socie1y and the Erofession 	
I 

I 
2:30 - 3:00 	 , Society and :he Me~ical Profession I 

, Speaker: Eillott Freldson, PhD I 

3:00 - 3:30 	 , Defining Values and Roles for the/Jfedical py.ofession 
Speaker: Arthur Applbawn, PhD 

3:30 - 4:30 	 : Panel: 'Who Should Control the Scope and Nature ojlviedical Ethics? 
Facilitator: Lonnie Bristow, MD i 
Panelist: Conron? or Annas? I 

I 

,,'Y 	 I 
• Panelist: Robert Vea.tch~ PhD :. 
, Panelist: Howard Brody, MD I 

4:30·5:00 , Discussion 	
i 
i 
I 

! 
1;QO ~ 10;00 	 Jlitmerat Philadelphia. CoUeg-e otPhysiciam 

, - j 
! 
I 

Program: Topical Issues in Medical Ethics; TbQn rand Now 
I 

8:00 - 9:30 	 Speaker.: 
i 
I 

(Vice President possibility) 
Saturday. ] 5 March 1.9.21 , I 
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9:15 - 10:30 . Roundtable on Current Challenges: 
Moderator: Linda Emanuel MD, PhD 
Deborah Prothrow-Stith, AID check on her... 
William H. Mahood, MD 

! Christine Cassel, MD 

10:30 - 11 :00 Break 
I 

, , I 
Session Fiye; FuturtU.:JJaUenges to Medical Ethics and ProfessjuDal Yalue 

. 	 /. ; I ' 
11 :00 - 11 :30 . Keynote Address~ Albert Jonson*, PhD 

, 01< ~ Mr, "/'h.;tbll M6e~.·, 1>e(-X-~ P~Sidt1-i pfJ'oc,,7lt..Af'(flt;., 

1 I :30 - 12:30 	 , . Roundtable on Future Challenges : 
, , Moderator: Arthur Caplan, MD, PhD 

Francis Collins, PhD 
Robert Tenery, MD, CEJA, Vice-Chair 

International guest 	 here... '?~, Flcl"(-c~ Lu~o.. 
12:30 - 12:45 Closing Remarl{S: Nancy Dickey, MD, Chair, AMA 

*ifintemational speakers accept then Jonson mov~s to session 2 at 12:30 and picks up 
Brandt's title. . , 
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American Medical Association 
"Physicians dedicated to the health of America 

Linda L. Emanuel/MD, PhD 615 North State Street 312 464·56·19 or 4075 . 
Ville President Chica~o, Illinois s()610 312 464-4~13 Fax 

. Ethics Standa.rds 

. November 25. 1996 

Chris Jennings 

Speoial Assistant to the President 

for Health Policy 


Room 212 

Old Executive Office Building 

17th and G. NW. 

Washington, DC 20502 


Dear Chris: 

This is the background informatioll on the Sesquicentennial celebration that we are 
pla:nning and to which we wish to invite the Vice President. We hope and expect that 
you and your colleagues agree that this would be an excellent forum to get medioal 
l'eform on to a strong footing. and to project the Vice President's position. Once we 

. have your approval we will issue a formal invitation from the president of the· American 
Medioal Association. 

Sincerely, 

LindaL. Emanuel, MD, PhD 
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The American McdicalAssociation (~:)WU fuunL~ In PhUadelphla in 1847. and it 
will celebrate its sesquicentennial armiversary in 199;7, Like the Federal Government, it 
was founded by a "Congress" of state organizations Tmedical societies - that believed 
that the practice of medicine in the United States nee;ded uniform national standards and 
a unifying central organization, particularly in medic:a1 education and ethics. Among the 
association's first acts also in 1847 - was the establishment of a Code ofEthics for the 
profession. The sesquicentennial year will be a year lof celebration and reaffirmation but 
also reflection, It will review the impact of over 150: years of the AMA, with special 
historical books, events, radio spots and demonstrations, that invite everyone's 

••• ' 1

partlclpation.. I 
I 
I 

Professionals interface with society in a continuing dialogue to steer society's COUl'se 
, . I 

tbtough its progressions withOllt loosing sight of critical :values and otherwise vulnerable 
groups and their needed institutions. In this civil distourse medical professionals must 
profess the values ofhealth and health care for individuals and for the public. Society. 
having authorized and the professions to take these p;erspectives seriously) must listen 
and balance them with other needs and objectives. i1bis reciprocal relationship of 
professional groups with society is a cornerstone of Jivilized society. 

In thiS' new era 9fhealth care delivery there is an hiJOriC opportunity and obligation for 
the profession to articulate the values ofhealth care, bd to identify the standards that 
must be met to maintain the integrity ofhealth care. ISociety has given medicine a 
mandate of sorts to cOllSider the need for cost contai~e,nt. By using market methods•. 
this mandate has been aggressively pursued and mucp. has changed in the last handful of 
years in health care delivery. As important as it is hqwever, cost containment cannot 
dominate our health care objectives. The profession ~must now insist on standards to 
preserve the great progress ofmedicine over the year1s and to preserve the ability of 
Americans to receive the health care they need. The :medical profession must use its 
professional advocacy now, interfacing 'Jo'ith econo~c advocacy and political advocacy 
to uphold the heart of medical care, j 

\ I 

This is not the advocacy of urotectinl! rights to self~rel!l.llation or the interests or, 
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Medical professional gfOUpS are critical partners at the table of society now, The 
creativity of the market place has brought innovative pew ways to deliver good health 
care at a reduced cost. But it has also brought gag cl~uses, limits to coverage for needed 
or desired forms ofcare, limits to access, threats to medical education and clinical 
research~ and other problems that are not compatible rvith medical progress or 
professional medical standards. Society needs to heat from professionals nOW how to 
use the structures that the creative market place has b1;ought to medicine to maintain and 
promote the values ofhealth care. 

, 

We have an opportunity to recreate the partnerships of accolmtability that society needs 
for professionalism) stability, productivity and health., Managed care groups must talk 
with professional organizations. Both must talk with employers and investors. All must 
talk with the government and citizens. ' 

The Mru'ch 14.. 15, 1997 Ethics conference in Philadelphia will ce1ebrate through a 
special historical review and re~reation, the birth of the Code in Philadelphia u11847. It 

, I 

VI1i11 also explore the changes that have to be made in both the code and the profession so 
that physicians remain both patient advocates and appropriately accountable to others in 
. the health care system. Finally, the conference will in;vite the leaders ofmedicine - from 
major plans and academic centers~ the IOM~ NIH. and national medical specialty 
societies - to come to Philadelphia fOf a public affinnation ofthe Code on the evening of 
March 14. Thev will be introduced and asked to reaffirm and honor the Code in a 
special ceremo;y to be followed by ali address by th.e 1vice President ofthe United 
States. ' 

This· event will start a new fonun ofdiscussion, in which the goal is to articulate the. 
values of all th.e various groups, with each one hearing the professed values ofhealth 
care so that structures and partnerships in health care d.elivery can be forged for the best, 

.. while the time for restructuring is so right. ' 


