
, ~ \ 

THE WHI'fE BOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretal:y 

For IlI'IIDE!diate Release S~tember 23,1993 

ATl'ENDEFS AT TODAY.I S HEALTH CARE REFORM SUPPORTERS EVENT 

, and 

Letters of SUpport for the Presidentls Health care Plan
." , 

The following organizations, businesses, unions and prominent
leaders in the health camrunity, supportive of the President's 
health care initiative, are attending today's event on the SOuth 
Lawn. Many have issued statements of support, which are 
attached. 

GROUPS AND DmJ:V:IDtli\LS ATl'E.:NDING HEALTH CARE SUPPORT EVENT 

Aging 2000 
AIDS Action COuncil 
Alliance for Health Refonn 
Alzheimers Association 
Amal~amated Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
Amer~can Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
American Academy of Family Physicians
American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Academy of Physicians Assistants 
American Association of Homes for the Aging
American Association for Marriage ,and Family Therapy
American Association for Partial Hospitalization
American Association of Children's Residential Centers. 
American Association of Medical Colleges ' 
American Association of Pastoral COunselors 
American Association of Physicians fram India 
American Association for Retired Persons 
American Association of University WOmen 
American cancer Association 
American COllege of FmergencyPhysicians 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
American Coll~e of Physicians
American COunc~l for the \Blind 
American Counseling Association 
American Dental ASsociation 
American Ex-POWs 
American Federation of the Blind 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal F.rcployees
American Federation of Teachers . 



American Gold Star Mothers 

American Group Practice Association 

American Health care Association 

American Heart Association 

American Ho~ital Association 

American Jew~sh Congress 

American Legion 

American Lun~ Association 

American Medical Association 

American Nurses Association 

American OcCUJ?ational Therapy Association 

American Phys~cal Therapy Association 

American Psychiatric Association 

American Postal Workers Union 

American Public Health AssoCiation 

American Speech-Language-He{U'ing Association

AMVEI'S . 

American Managed care Review Association 

American. Society of Internal Medicine 

Anxiety'Disorders Association of America 

ARC 
Asian Arilerican Health Forum 

Association of Academic Health Centers 

Association of American Medical Colleges

Association of Schools for Pulic Health 

Bazelon 'Center for Mental Health 

Blinded:Veterans Association 

Blue CrOss Blue Shield . 

B'nai B'rith International 

Boston.Uhi~rsit¥ Medical Hospital

Brandel.s. Universl.ty; Dr. SaImlel o. Thier, President 

Brigham:and Women's Hospital

Building. Trades Council 

california Health care Institute 

catholic' Charities USA 

catholic Health Association.' 

catholic: War Veterans 

Center on Policy Alternatives 


, Children's Defense Fund . 
Children's Health Fund 
Church Women United 
Citizen Action 
Coalition for Consumer Protection and Quality in Health care 

Reform '. 
Cormnmications Workers of America 
ConsortiUm for Citizens with Disabilities 
Consumer' Federation. of America 
Consumer' Power Corporation 
Consumers Union , 
Continental Health Affiliates 
Dartrrouth Medical Center; Jack Wennberg, M.D., Director of Center 

for· the Evaluative Clinical Sciences 

DiarioLbs Americas 

Disabled: American Veterans 
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National Alliance for the Mentally III 

National Association of Children's Hospitals and Related 


Institutions, Inc; 

National Association of the Deaf 

National Association of Hispanic Publications 

National Association for Home Care ' 

National Assocation of Letter Carriers 

National Association of Public Hospitals

National Association of Social Workers 


. National Association of State Directors of Developmental 
Disabilities Services 

National Association of State, Mental Health Program Directors 
National Black Nurses Association . 
National Black Women's Health Project
National caucus and Genter on the Black Aged 
National Community Mental Health Care Cbuncil 
National Conference· on Soviet Jewry·
National Council of Senior Citizens 
National Community Mental Healthcare Council 
National Council of the Churches 'of Christ in the USA 
National Council of Negro Waren, Inc. 
National Council on Jewish Women 
National Council on the Aging
National Council on Independent .Living
National Council, of Senior Citizens 
National Consumers League 
National EasterSealSOCiet¥ . 
National Education Associat~on 
National Fanners Union 
National Federation of Black Women Business oWners 
National Federation of societies for Clinical Social Work ' 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
National Health Policy Council 
National Hispanic Council on Aging
National Hospice OTganization . 
National Leadershiop Coaliton for Health Care Reform 
National Minority AIDS Council 
National Medical. Association . 
National Mental Health Consumer Self Help Clearing' House 
National Minority AIDS Council 
National Organization for Rare Diseases 
National Organization on Disability . 
National Puerto Rican Coalition 
National Urban League 
National Women's Health NetwOrk 
National Women's law Genter 
National Medical Association 
National Puerto Rican Coalition 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital
Older Waren's League
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
Parkland Memorial HoS1?ital 
Polish Legion of Amer~can Veterans USA 
President's Committee on Employment of People. with Disabilities 



Duke University School· of Medicine i Dr. Ralph Snyderman, 
Chancellor for Health Affairs 

EpileJ?sY; Foundation of .Arrierica 
Famill.es USA 
Family Service America, Inc. 
Federation of Families for Children's Mental Health 
Fleet Reserve Association 
Fourth Presbyterian Church 
The Gerontological Society of America 
GI Forum 
Gold Star Wives 
Group Health Cooperative of Pudget Sound; phil Nudelman, 

President and CEO 
HarvardI'Comnunity Health of Rhode Island 
Harvard School of Public Health; Harvey V. Fineberg, MDj Dean 
Health care Refo~ Project
HIP HMO: 
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities 
Hispanic Council on Aging . 
Homeland Ministries . 
Hotel and Restaurant Employees and International Union 
Human Ri~hts campai~ F\md ., 
Internatl.onal Assocl.ation of Psychosocial Rehabilitation Services 
I care of Arkansas Medical Cnenter 
Institute for Health PolicySolutians
Institute of Medicine . . 
International Lady Gannent Workers Union 
Int7rreligious Health care Access Ca:mpaign
Jewl.sh War Veterans 
Johns Hdpkins Health System, Johns Hopkins University; James 

BlOck, MD,· President and CEO .. 
Johns H9Pkins University School of Medicine; Michael M.E. Johns, 

MD; Vice President for Medicine and Dean of the Medical 
FaCulty : 

Joint Center on Political and EconOmic Studies 
Kirson Medical Equip:nent
Laborers International 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights
Leasue of Women Voters . 
:u:gl.on of Valor 
IDn~Term care campaign
Mal:j.bu Family Medical Center 
Marlile Corps League . 
MassachUsetts Assistive Technology Partnership Center 
Massach4setts General Hospital 
Meharryl: College School of Medicine; Henry W. Foster, MD, Dean of 

the School of Medicme and President for Health Services 
Metrorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center; Paul Marks, MO, President 

and CEO . 
Mental Health Policy Resource Center 
Mexican:: American Legal Defense and EducatiOn F\md 
Midwest/Northeast Voter Registration Project
MilitarY Order of the Purple Heart.· 
National Abortion Rights Action League 
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Charlie West, National Association of Retail Druggists 
Ronald Ziegler, National Association of Chain DrugStores
George Allumbaugh, Ralph 1 S Grocery, Compton, CA 
Alex Grass, Rite Aid, Harrisburg, PA 
Edward Gardner, Soft-Sheen Products, Chicago, III . 
Helen Mills, Soapbox Trading Company & The Mills Group, VA 
Sanford and SUsan Greenberg,'IEI Industries, Washington, DC 
Alan ,Solornont, The ADS Group, Boston, MA 
Spencer Putnam, Vennont Teddy Bear Company, Shelbu.rn.e, VI' 

. , 



Purdue University; Steven Beering, MD, President 
Reli~io~ Action Center , 
Reta1l Wholesale Department Store Workers 
Retired' Enlisted Association 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation; Stephen Schroeder, MD, President 
Save our Security , 
Scripps Clinic & Research Fpundation; Dr. Charles Edwards , 

President , 

Service:; Employees International Union 

United Auto Workers ' , 

United ~rotherhOOd of carpenters and Joiners of America 

United Mineworkers Union ' , 

United Seniors Health Cooperat;ive

United Steelworkers of America 

The University of Chicago Hospitals

The University Hospital'

Universit¥ of Notre Dame; Reverend Theodore Hesbergh, esc, 


Pres1dent Emeritus of ' 
University of Pennsylvania $chool of Medicine; William Kelley,


M.D.; Dean and Executive Vice President for the Medical 

Center 


Veteran$ of Foreign Wars of: the United States 

Vietnam:: Veterans of America 

Vitas Corporation ' 

Watts Health Foundation 

Womens l:.egal Defense Fund 


,t 

,: 

BUSINESS REl?BESENTATJ:VES ON STAGE 

Andrew Sharkey, III, American Iron and Steel Institute 

Byron cavahey, American Forest and Paper Association, 

W. Graham Claytor, Jr., Amtrak, Washington, DC 

Kevin Harper, Autumn Harp, ,Bristol, Verm::mt 

CUrtis ,(Hank) Barnette, Bethlehem Steel, Bethlehem, PA 

Eugene J. Barone, Blue Cross of ,Western PenI1S¥lvania 

Michael: Levett, Businesses For Social Responsibility

Robert Eaton, Chrysler, Highland Park, MI 

Alan Wurtzel l Circuit City Stores, Inc. , Richmond, VA 

Jack Rosen, Continental Health, Englewood Cliffs, NJ 

Garry D;urmond, The Drurrmond ~y, Binningham, AL 

Ea.;'l Graves, Earl Grc:'-ves Publishing Co., NY, NY 


'Al1ce 	Lusk, Electromc Data Systems (IDS), Dallas, TX 
Terry Thorn, EJ:.1rOn. Corp, Houston, 'IX 
Peter Lynch I F1del1ty Investments, Bostonl MA 
Ronald Burkle, Food 4 LessSUpennarkets I Yucaipa I CA 
Harold Poling, Ford, Dearborn I MI , 
Jom HeChinger, Sr. I The Hechinger COmpany, Maryland
Mal Mixon, Invacare l Cleveland I ,OH ' , ' 
Robert williams l James River Corporation, Richmond, VA 
William:Mauk, John Alden Insurance Cornpar:ly, Miami, Florida 
Fred Julander, Julander Energy Co., Denver, CO 
Elizabet;h Lisboa- Farrow, Lisboa Associates, Washington, DC 
Nancy Afchuleta, MEVATEC Corp, Huntsville, AL. 



. HEALlli CARE GROUP SUPPORT EVENT 

liST OF SUPPORTERS ON STAGE WIlli mE PRESIDENT 


.September 23, 1993 

-
GROUP NAME CIIY/STAlE 

Families USA Ron Pollack, Executive 
Director 

Washingon D.C. 

National COl.U1cil on Aging Daniel Thursz, .President and 
CEO 

Washington D.C. 

American Nmses 
Association 

Vrrginia Trotter Betts, 
President 

Washington D.C. 

Blue Cross Blue Shidd Barney Tresnowski, 
President 

AARP Horace Deets, President Washington D.C. ' 

Vitas Corporation Hugh Westbrook, CEO .:Miami, Florida 

National CoWlcil of the 
C1n.n-ches of Christ in the 
USA 

Joan Campbel~ General 
Secretary 

New York, NY 

National Farmers Union Lee Swenson, President Denver, Colorado 

AFL-CIO Lane Kirkland, President Washington, D.C. 

AFI.rCIO , Tom Donahue, Secretmy 
Treasurer 

Washington, D.C. 

AFSCME Gerald McEntee, President Washington, D.C. 

SEIU John Sweeney, President Washington, D.C. 

Building Trades CoWlcil Bob Georgine, President Washington, D.C. 

United Auto Workers Owen Bieber, President Detroi~ :MI 

Citizen Action Ira Arlook, Executive 
Director 

Washington, D.C. 

National Education, 
, , 

Association 
Keith Geiger, President Washington, D.C. 

American Health Care 
Association 

Bruce Yarwood, President Washington, D.C.. 



, 
Catholic;Health Association 

~ I 
" 

':i 

John E. Curley, Jr.; President 
and CEO 

S1. Louis, MO 

American Hospital 
Association 

Richard Davidson, President Washington, D.C. 

National:Association of 
Retail Th,uggists 

Charlie West, Executive 
Director 

Washington, nc. 

National'Association of 
Chain ~g Stores " 

Ronald Ziegler, President Washington, D.C. 

, 
Consumer Federation of 
America! ' 

Eugene Irvin Kimmelman, 
Legislative Director 

Washington, D.C. 
.:.;. 

National :Association of 
Social Workers 

Ann Abbott, President Villanova, Pennsylvania 

AmericahMedica1 
Associaiion 

Joseph Painter, MD; 
President 

Houston, TX 

American Academy of 
Family Physicians 

Wtlliam Coleman, PhD; , 
Presiqent-Elect 

Scottsboro, AL, 

National Hispanic Cowcil 
on Aging 

' :Marta' Sotomayor, Ph.D. ' Washington, OC 

AmericaIl Academy of 
Pediatrics 

Howard Pearson, President 
(pediatrician at Yale New 
Haven Hospital) 

New'Haven, CT 

American College of 
Obstetricians and ' 
Gynecologists , 

Dr. Richard Hollis, President Amery, MS 

, 
, 

AmeriC3J1 College of 
Emerger1.ey Physicians 

Dr. John McCabe; President- , 
Elect 

Syracuse, NY 
I 

League ~fWomen Voters 
;1 

Gracia Hillman, Executive 
Director 

Washington, D.C. 

, 

National;'Black Nurses 
Association 

Linda Burns Bolton, 
President 

Washington, OC 

Consumers Union Linda: Lipsen, Legislative 
Director 

Washington, D.C., , 

American Academy of 
Physicians Assistants 

Ann Elderkin, PA; President Alexandria, Virginia ' 



Blue Cross Blue Shield 'of 
Iowa 

Robert D. Ray, President and 
CEO 

Des Moines, IA 

Purdue University Steven Beering, MD; 
President 

West Lafayette, IN 

Association of Academic 
Health Centers 

Roger Bulger, MD; PreSident . Washington OC 

Scripps Clinic & Research 
FOlmdation 

Dr. Charles Edwards, 
Presdient, 

LaJolla, CA 

Harvard School of Public 
Health 

Harvey V. Fineberg, MD, 
PhD:, Dean 

Boston, MA 

.University of Notre Dame Rev. Thecdore HesbW'gb,. 
C.S.C.; President Emeritus 

. ,~, 

South Bend, IN 

Duke University School of 
Medicine 

Dr. Ralph Sny~ 
ChancellorJor Health Affairs . 

Durham, NC 

Dartmouth Medical Center Jack Wennberg, MD; 
DirectofoftheCenterfor 
the Evaluative Clinical 
Sciences 

Hanover, NH 
I 

Brandeis University Dr. SamueIO. Thier; 
'President 

Waltham, MA 

National Cotmci1 of Senior 
Citizens 

.. Larry Smedley, Executive 
Director 

Washington, D.C. 

Consortium fot Citizens 
with Disabilities 

Paul Marchand, Executive 
Director 

Washington, D.C. 

American Dental 
Associatoin 

Dr. Jack Ranis, President 

National ColUlCil of 
Independent Living 

Denise Figueroa, President New York 

National Medical 
Association 

Dr. Tracy,Walton, President-
Elect 

Washington, D.C. 

American College of 
Physicians 

Paul Griner, MD; President Rochester, NY 

Businesses for Social 
Responsibility 

MiChael Levett, President Washington, D.C. 

American Iron'and Steel Andrew Sharkey, 



National, Association of 
Childr~ Hospitals ~d 
Related Institutes 

AMVETS 


Paralyze(! Veterans of 
America, 

. 
Disabled: American Veterans 

Vietnam,Veterans of 
, . 

- • ~ '<" 
!mll:~ L.. Brazee, President Lafayette, LA 

AmeriC8:: 

The American Legion BJ.'1.l(':(! Thiesen, National Washington, D.C. 
Comrilander 

Veterans, of Foreign War 

,Group Health Cooperative of 
Puget Sound 

Robert, Wood Johnson 
Foundation 

BrandeiS University 

Americah Society of Intemal 
Medicin~ 

, 
Johns Hppkins Health 
System i, 

Johns Hopkins University 
School ()f Medicine 

University of Pennsylvania 
, School of Medicine 

) 

Memori~.l Sloan-Kettering 
. 'Cancer Center 

Nationai' Leadership , 
Coalitioo for Health Care 
Refonn:' 

Lawrence,McAndrews, 
President 

Donald Hearon, National 
Comqtander . 

Richard S. Johnson, NaJ:ional 
President 

Richard Marbes, National 
Commander 

,'Larry Rivers, Executive 
Director 

Phil Nudelman, PresIdent 
and CEO 

Stephen Schroeder, :MD; 
President 

" 

Dr. Samuel Thier; President 

Dr. Alan R Nelson, 
Executive Vice President 

James Block, :MD; President 
and CEO , 

Mchael ME. Johns, :MD; 
VP for Medicine and~ 
of the Medical Faculty 

Wllliam Kelley, :MD; 
Executive VP for the 
Medical Center and ~ 

Paul A Marks, :MD; 

President and CEO 


Hemy Simmons, :MD; 

President 


, Alexandria, .VIrginia 

Lanham, :MD 

Washington, D.C. 

Washington, D.C. 

Fairfmc, VA 

Seattle, WA 

PrinCeton, NJ 

Washington, D.C. 

Baltimore,MI> 

Baltimore, :MD 

Philadelphia, P A 

New York, NY 

WashingtonOC 



American Forest and Paper 

Amtrak 

Bethlehem Steel 

Blue Cross of Western PA 

Clnysler . 

Ford 

Lisboa Associates 

Julander Energy Co. . 

Enron Corp 

Soft-Sheen Products 

Earl Graves Publishing 

MEVATEC Corp 

Invacare 

The Drummond Companies 

Electronic Data Systems . 

Hechinger Company 

Jolm Alden Insurance 

Ralph's Grocery , 

Food 4 Less Supennarkets 

AutunmHmp 

Fidelity Investments 

The ADS Group 

Vennont Teddy Bear 
Company 

Rite Aid 

Soapbox Trading Company 
and the Mills Group 

Circuit City Stores, Inc. 

Red Cavaney, 

W. Graham Claytor, Jr., 
CEO 

Curtis "Hank" Barnette, CEO 

Eugene Barrone, CEO 

Robert "Bob" Eaton, CEO 

Harold "Red" Poling, CEO 

Elizabeth Lisboa-Farrow, 
CEO 

Fred Julander, CEO 

Teny Thom , CEO 

Edward Gardner, CEO 

Earl Graves, CEO 

Nancy Archuleta, CEO 

.Mal Mixon, CEO 

Gary Drummond, CEO 

Alice Lusk, CEO 

Jolm Hechinger,Sr., CEO 

Bill Mauk, CEO 

George Allwnbaugh, CEO 

Ronald Burkle, CEO 

Kevin Harper, CEO 

Peter Lynch, CEO 

Alan Solomont, CEO 

Jolm Sortino, CEO 

Alex Grass, CEO 

Helen Mills, CEO 

Alan Wmtzel, CEO 

Washington, D.C. 

Bethlehem, PA 

Highland Park, MI 

Dearborn, MI 

Washington, D.C. 

.	Denver, CO ' 

Houston, TX 

Chicago, III 

NY,NY 

Huntsvilles, AL 

Cleveland, OH 

Binningham, AL 

Dallas, TX 
\ 

Maryland 

Miami, FL 

Compton, CA 

Yucaipa,CA 

Bristol, vr 
Boston, MA 

Boston, MA 

Shelbmne, vr 

Harrisburg, PA 

VIrginia 

Richmond, VA 



Robert Williams, CEO Richmond, VA " 

Jam~ River Corporation 

·1" , 
.i 
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DEPAI1TMCt\J: Ol-IN!-=()RMATION 202 fi:1 

.... "-.. 
AFLwClO President Lane Kirkland 

Health Care Reform Press Conference 
WaShington, D.C. 

September 21. 1993 

Today, the AFL-CIO Executive Councsl's Health care Committee met to review 

what we understand to be the baSic elements of the health care refonn plan that 

Presid$nt Clinton will present to the nation tomorrow evening. . 


Our assessment of the President's plan is that It meets labor's goals for heatth 

care refonn. It will be good for working people, goad for their famffies, and good for 

the country. 


Accordingly, the AFL-CIO is going to support this historic initiative and we're 

. going to conduct a major campaign fOr its enactment by the Congress. 


We greet the unveiling of this plan with the hope that. at long last, America's 
. working famTIies will get some relief from the twin burdens of rising health c8re costs 

and diminishing coverage. 

The plan contains strong cost containment measures. Cost containment Is 

vitally important to working Americans. who have watched the spiraling price of their 

health care plans consume resources that should be going to wages and other 

benefits. 


The plan will provide heatth security to everyone. regardless of their ages 

employment status or the condition of their health. 


Everyone wall be covered. and thatwl1( be of great comfort to working people 

and their fams1y members, who now wonder whether their health insurance will be 

there for them if they need it in the future. ' 


For the consumer, the plan. as we read it. will preserve choice. It Wl1I preserve 

quafrty. And it will simpljfy a system that has become overburdened with paperwork 

and red tape for Patient and provider alike. 


FII18Dy. this plan will accompfish a goal that the labor movement has sought for 

the better part of this century - and that is health care for ~ American. 
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KIrkland/press ConferfK\ce 
September 21, 1083 

That would be a great leap forward for our society. and President Clinton ought 
to be commended for becoming the first President since Harry Truman to propose it. 

" . 
We'~ be behind him in this great effort. We're ready to wOrk with his 

administration and all who share our vision of comprehensive health care reform. 

Of course, we expect e tough fight We do not expect those who profit from 
the, inequ~es of the current health care system to give up their stranglehold without 8 
fight 

We;;know they have a great deal of money - money. I might add, that was 
provided largely by working people through their premiums. And we know they are 
prepared ~ use their mUlicns to trash this plan and preserve the status quo. 

We will not let them get 8Wfl'1 with it. They may have money. but welve got the 
people or. our side. Md nu1lions of'trade unionists across the country - along with 
their friends and family members - are ready to fight the good fight. . 

oUr members have spoken loud and clear for heatth care reform. This is the 
plan. We~re ready to see It enacted into law. 

1111# 

/. 

• 




.Aging2000 

President Clinton 
The White HoUse 

Washington I DC 20500 


September 22, 1993 '. 

Dear ·President Clinton: 

Aqing 2000 is a grassroots healt:.h. care r~or:m. project:. for the 
elderly in Rhode I.sland that involves medical and social heal.th 
care providers, insurers, hospitals, physicians, consumers, elected 
officials, and state and federal agencies in both the planning and 
delivery of care. our goal is to improve health care' for the 
elderly and contain costs at the same 'time. . 

We bel.ieve that the princip1es of nati.onal bealth care reform 
that you are propoSing' are very much in keepinq with the pbilosophY 
of care that underlies. our efforts. We areStIpportive of the 
values and direction :for national heal.th reform that you have' 
created, and we look forward to co1laboratinq with you on local and 
national initiatives. . 

We are now ready to iDplement several' :iDodels .of. sexviee 
delivery in Rhode island. We believe that the lessons learned 
throu9b our demcnstrations will be useful to the nation as it 
beqins its path to reform. We are eager 1:0 share what we learn 
with you· and to embark on this exciting .experilnent of universal 
health care for al.l Americans with you. .. . 

Thank you for the invitation and opportwu:t:y to participate in 
your annOtulcement of the health care plan On september 23 in 

. Washinqton .. 

. We congrat::ulate yo'C.r efforts and wish you every success. 

Sincerely yours, 

. \ 

-:oiiJ'aillies W. 'Thomas 

Director 


New address: 1 RicbmODd Square, Provide:oc:e,· RI 02906 
-- .....---- _. - .. ~ ,- .... - ...."o1 
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Wednaaday, september 22, 1'93 

TO: 
" 	

Media Covering Preeident Clinton'. Adclre.aon Health 

System aeform 


American DeD~al As8ociation 

RI: 	 ADA Prepared. t.o lte.pond to Prel1dent CU.nton'. Healt.h 

Systu lleform .lan . 


The Amerioan Dental' Association (ADA), which rep~....nt. 

140,000 4enticta, i. pz:epu'eCS ~o respond to Pruident Clinton'. 

a4d%e•• to & joint .e.sion of congress on his health system refor 

plan. 


:, ,,~. American Dental ASsociation aqree. with the Pr••idcmt 

tha,t a high priority should be placed on childr.~fft said Dr. Jack 

Harris, pr••i4ent of the: Cbicaqo-basec2 ADA, commantinq en t.be 

Pr••ident l • plan to otter preventive dental beD.tit. to ohildren 

to :~ge 18. "However, we believe any health system reform plU\

sboQld ftr.t tOCY8 limited federal funds earmarked f~ dental 

benefit. on providing oral health care to poor people of all agee

8t.art.in, .with chil4ren.": . 


:: With. z:e98.l'4 to now Cientistry fits into the overall th.... gf 

, h.a~th a:yatu reton, Dr~ Harril 8aid "dan'eistry hac, for a 
aajority of Americanl, already achieved many of the ,oal. "hl~ 
Pr••i4ant Clinton 18 .truq91~q to accompliah with heal~ .yet.. 
r.torm--ooat .CObta1nmant and 1mprovedaoo... to oar. and an 
..~a.l. = prevention," ha aai4. . 

. Dr. Harri. po1nted out that dental insuranaa plana, for 
inatang., encourage peeple to .eek praventive car. by r.tmburs1ng
th.. at a h1gher percentaqe for regular teetC ole.nin,_ and 
dUJdWpa and « lower rate for )!lore coatly re.torative work. . 

l'· Dr. John S. lapp, executive director of the ADA &a1C that th 
cSel!lvery and financinq of dental care hal tracUt10Dally cirrer4td 
CSramat1callyfrom medical ca~., makin, a aerier Qetween tAe two 
cyst... unworkable. 

: "0111y four peroent of dental aor:icea are paieS tor with publ
funds," ••id Dr. John s. Zapp, execut.1.VO director ot. the ADA, 
explainin; one'reason why the Clinton Administration haa not 
acrutini&ed 4antiatry .a it b•• medicine, pharmaceuticals and 
insurance. ' 

:: Dr. Zapp said thl! ADA applaYd. the C11nton A4miniltration fo 
recOgnizing that oral health i. an inte~al part or overall haalt 
ae indicated the ADA i. iookin, forward to worlt1nCl with both the 
Clinton A4mi~iat~ation an4 Conqre•• to eneue thatA:merioan. 
receive the tin.at oral health care pos.ible under health .yst.. 
refot1l. 

I Bot.e t.o .ecu.a: For '.oz:. lntormat1on, or to arranV8 an.. 
interview with Dr. z~pp or ADA leaaerShlp, call Chris Kartin at t 
ADA>at 31.2/440-3806.

",., 

http:execut.1.VO
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THE CL'IlftQN HEALTH "CARE PLAN 

The President's plan dramatica:lly changes the way we think 
about health care in this COUDU-Y. instead. 9£ drawing harsh 
lines between medical care anel long term care I .the President is 
saying tha.t Americans who have Alzheaer's disease and other 
chronic illnesses or disabilities also have a right to the care 
they need. 

The Alzheimer's Association commends the President not only
for his comitment to long term care but to the framework of his 
specific proposals, which emboely the Association's 
recommendations for appropriate and cost-effective care. 

The President's long term care proposals vill give families 
the help they need to care for their loved ones at home where 
they want to be, without bankrupting the family or destroying the 
caregiver's health. His plan also takes useful steps to help
with the overwhelming cost of a nursing home when that is the 
only option for care. . 

The President is offering help now to the " million American 
families who are dealing with Alzheimer's disease today, through
his long term care proposals. By recommending increased funding
for Alzheimer research, he is also offering hope to the 1.4 
mi11ion Americans who will get Alzheimer's before they die if 
scientists do not find a way to stop the disease. Alzheimer's 
disease is the leading cause of de:entia and the fourth-leadin9 
cause of death among adUlts. At 1east half of current residents 
of nursing homes have Alzheimer's disease or a related dementia. 

The Alzheimer~s Association is the only national voluntary
health agency dedicated solely to support tor persons with 
A1zheimer's disease and their fa:milies and to research to find 
the causes and effective treatments for the disease. The 
Association works through 220 chapters and thousands of support 
groups in the 50 states. 

9/21/93 
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Statement of SUPPO!l 

AIDS Action Cuuncil. the Washington voic~ ()f our n:nion's AIDS organizations, 
applauds President Clinlon for taking ~his historic step 10 refMm rlto nation's health 
care system. The AIDS epidemic, more thall any other puhlic health crisis, ha.-.; 
expu.seu the wucful illadc::quacic.~ of our existing health care delivery system. The 
proposal set rorth by the President provides the 1i~[, comprehensive national 
framework for addressing a broad range of health care h;~ue$ facing people living 
with HIV/AIDS from lheeliniination of pre-existing condition exclusions to the 
preservation nnd enhancement of Ryan White CARE Act programs. 

We l(lok forward to continuing to work with the Administration to assure 
that issues am! concerns of speciaJ interest to pcopJe living with HIV/AIDS an: 
addressed. 

September 21, 1993 

Daniel T. Bross 

Exe.cutive DirectoT 


, AIDS Action Council 
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Amcdcim AAt.k:m)' of Pcdiatrica 
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":MIMRCrOED FOB BIUU$R UNTIL 9:0() p.M. 

prbc President look a bold and murapous step towards comprdlcasivc heal 
reform tonisJU. The OiDton proposal bas identified &he ript clemCDtl' nccdcd to a 
healthier fUnare tor OUT cbilmcu. 1D.::l....uu. • 1110111 cmpbuia on pcventioc ud' c:a:c; 

guaranteed access to • one-tier System of c:arc;hc:a1th iDsuraJx:e roforms that wculd 

away with pre-cxistln, conditions. and; • solid bule bc.ocfita paCkage. iDdudinc 
oomprehcnslvc coveraac for tmmunizatiODS. 11Jc CiDloa proposal also makes III 
unprecedented cffon to reach OU1 10 Gdolescems. QIl oft .... £orsoUcu populatioa, ~ to 

into tbe health care systcmwherc they CD p:l the pidaDI:c they DCCd 10 make rcsg",' 

health c::hoices. 

1110 AmerieaD Acadcmr ut ~d.iatrics &lveI the PrecJdeD.t _ IAllor ~ 

needs of this COUDttys youngest ddzenl. Provid.iD& III c:bDdIQa acc:as to health 
foundation upon which meaningful health care reform wi1l be built. Now we all m 

. shOulder the burdca to make sure Ibat ChlldreD bavc • YOIce UDdl chc fIDaI vutc fa 

comprehensive health care I'Cform ia paaacd. 

We applau~ PlaidcuC Cinlon for talkina serlou",. aboat bealth care reform. 'l1le 

4',000 p:diabic1ans at the AmcdQD AAdcm)' of Pcd.ietrk:a c.InICId:r look forward 0 

workin& ~Itb the President and boIh'RcpubIJ<:aDI IDd Dcmoctaas In Congress '. th care 
ICform moves throuab the le&islativc proc::c..•• 

•,1, 

The American Academy of Pod.iAtrica W aD orpnimtiOll of 45,000 ptdiaIrioiaDs caled to 

the health. safet)' and well-bciDi of J.nfaJa, chUc.treQ, actoIaceDts and ),OUDI adulli. 

http:Provid.iD
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617-625,-6875 

American Academy of Physician Assistants 
950 North Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

(703) 836-2272 FA.1{: (703) 684-1924 

" 

o 

ANN L ELDERKIN, PA 
PRESIDENT 1993-94 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PHYSIOAN ASSISTANTS'"'' 

:1 , 
Ann Elde"~in represents one of the fastest growing health care prOfessions in the United States -­
physician assistants (PAs), 

" 

Physician 'assistants are medically trained to provide health care services that uaditionaUy have 
been performed by doctors, indudins diagnosing illnessesl developing treatment plans. assisting in 
surgery, and in most states prescribing medication. They practiCe medicine with the' supervi~on of a 
physician, ret most state laws provide for supervision to occur via telephonic communications. 

,In additio~ to her volunteer duties as pre$identof AAPA, Elderkin is the db'ector of tb~ Health 
Departmen:t in So~l1e, MassachusettS. Somerville is a city of 76,000 residents next to Boston. 
Somerville faces some of the pre$$ing health care issuesuftoday - AIDS, tuberculosis. SMoking, 
violence, ~bstance abuse, lead paint poi5oning, childhood immunizations, elderly health care, and the 
health problems of those who are under- and un..msun.d. 

. Elderkin ~ceived her medicaJ training at the Yale University School of Medicine Physician Associate 
Program a1',\d graduated in 1980. Her clinical ~rk has ine)uded internal medicine, ~ardiothoradc 
surgery, family medicine, and outpatient "urgent care" medidne at Harvard CommunitY Health Plan, 
one of the largest HMOs in Massachu~ Elderkin received her bachelm's degree in Human Services . 
Administration from the University of Massachusetts In Amherst in 1976. 

1 . 	 • 
i; 

Just prior to her appointment as director of the SomerVille Health Department in 1990, Elderkin 
worked as Ii senior research ana1yst for the chairman of the State Senate Health Care Committee. She 
was respon;tl"ble fur analyzing and developing legislatinn and budget amendments on health care policy 
and financing issues. induding a unift1'Sa1 health care law, lnedical malpractice insurance, and health 
care a>st c::otttainment. 

In her position as directOr of the Health Depamnent. Elderkin has been a 1eader mAIDS education 
,	and services. She alsO has ted the eftOn to pass comprehensive local tobacco control regulations and to 
implement ~ueational prograJN. to promote non·smoking. She serves on the board of trusteesoE her 
local hospital and on the Governor's AdviSOry Committee. on Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention. 
Elderkin is 8 former VISTA volunteer. 

, 
\' 
I "Ifwe are going to fmly reform the health care system. and do it in a 

way that will.recluc:e health (!8J'e (0515 without reducing quality, then 
,. we must eonsider new ways of delivering that health care.1t 

­

Am1 Eb:Jerkin speakmgbefore the Pftsident's Health Can: 
Task FOft.'e, Washlll~DC. April 2, 1993 
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REVISED DRAFI' 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS APPLAUD HEALTH CARE REFORM PLAN 

The president Of the American .A.cadem.y of Physician Assistants (AMA), Ann Elderkin, P A, 

from Somerville, MA, today is$Ued thcfollowjng statement in response tu Prtosident nUl 

Clinton's health care reform proposal: 

"'lhe debate over univcrsa] health care mvc.rage has gone em long enough. Today's 

. announcement i8 an important step towald making it a reality. We endorse the goats 

aI\dobjective.s of the Oinlon plan. It is the most comprehensive health care reform 

plan yet proposed. 

''1here are too mAI.l.y men.. women, and children in the United Sta\1:S without adequat£> 

care. The Clinton plan addresses the need for great£>r access to medical services. 

"'Ihere are too many ~on.fllcting inten?St5 in todayts health care system.. The Ointon 

plan outlines a team apprlluch to health care that focuses on the nCcds of the patients. 

''There are too many conununities today lacking health a:a.rc services. The Clinton plan 

encourages the utilization of a mix 01 health c::alC providers in rural and urban area:;, 

"AAPA recognizes that changes will be made to the plan as it is debated in Congress. 

We will be actively working to retain those elements in the plan that promote: 
\ . 

universal accesS, romprehensive primary and preventive care, fair and equitable cost 



.~004'6'703 684 1924 A.A.P.A. -- .. 

controls, patient choice of providers, and enhanced. aC(.'CSSto health care SCl'\iccs 
!i 
.. periomled by physician as.sis!:ants and other non-physician providers." 

Tht!Clinton health care rcfonn plan recognizes that physidwn assistants (PAs) arc, C'sseutUiI to 
" 

the delivery of primary care and preventive health care services to an increasing number of 

people: The proposal calls for doubling the number of PA graduates by increasing federal 

fundin~ for PA program... It enoourap thc'adoption of $tate laws to increase utilization of PAs. 

It also tndudes taX credits for pAs who work in ruralc:ommunities. 
,I 

AA.PA:~resents the more than 27,000 physician a.5$islanls in the United. Stales and the armed 
',' 

forces.L PAs aTe educated to provide health care services that traditionally hav~ l'.Icton 
~ i ' 

provided only by physicians, such as tilnliucLing physical exams, diagnosing illn esses# ordering 
1~ 

and mterprcting tests, establishing trcal1llent plans, assisting in surgery, and in most states. 
.. . 

writing prescriptions. PAs pradicc uuidicine with the supervision of physidans, though most 

.~. state Ja~ provide for supervision to occur by telephone or radio. App,.oximately 57% or all 

physi~ ilSSistantsp,oVide primary all'e ~cesl and approximately a thtrd work in 
," . 

co:aununities with fewer than 50.000 people. 

'i 

;! 

-
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AAHA 

AMER.ICAN ASSOClAnON OF HOMES FOR 'I'm AGING 
901 n'TJtE!!'.l'NW. SUITF. ~, WASJW\G'tON. DC 20004-203' 

201 • 783 • 2242 'AX 202 • 783 • 2:Z" 

September 21,1993 

FOR IHHEDIATB RELEASE 

STA'l'EMEHTOF 

SHELDON GOLDBERG, PRESIDENT 
,011 . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON" S HEALTH CARE REFORM PLAN 

We, ar~ encoUraqed by the health reform proposal put forward by 
Pl-ecideni: Clint:.ol'l. this WAAk. In particUlar I we SUl)'POrt the 
inclusion of increased. financinq for home' and community-based care 
eei for the at'teap't to begin snl v; nC) prdblems related to, pavment
for lonq-tera care. ' 

AS aploYera ,of aore, than 500,000 dedicatee! care-givers, AAHA 
aembeZ's are likely to have si.ilar eonee'l"'ftS as, other aaall and 
aedium-sizede:a.ployers nationally. But, I1Or&11y aDd etllica1.l.y, 
'AAHA, believes that:. all AauicaftS have a ri9ht. t.n heal,'th care. The 
President's plan for solv:ing the problo ot the uninsured and 
a4dr•••ing tb.. healtll oare. coat crieia ie..tep in the riCjJh.t 
direction. 

Our lIlembers" as part of their historic Ilission of providinq heal.tb 
care, bousiDCjJ ana CODIlUnity aervicea to the nation'c alderly. Dave 
lonq advocated helping individuals to live .s ind~pen4ent,ly as 
palu.J.l:)le far •• 101\9 as poe.1ble. Theae new benefit.s al':'. likaly 'to 

.. 	help 1111110118 of older Alaerlcas and others with disabillt1el; to be 
cared ror J..n their bO_IUI for: as long ." practicablo. 

AAHA <lOes not teel, bowever, that this approach to l0ft9-t:CZ1Il oa:N 
will cost society leas. Hurs1n<; home care will continue t.o be a 
viable anc1 cost-effective alterl14:t.t.lve tor 1IUmy persons, with aerioWl 
disabilit.ies for·Whoa care in another setting would bei..pr.~ctlcal. 

ft.e expansion of benefits for lIkille4 care an(l the, 11bera11zinrg of 
~1ca14 asset ruLes are welCOmed. 

R~lrc *>t10t'-JWvftl OftU'lliZatlotU tlcl1lclltt/tJ I()/WOvl4lnG qrMIIity 

~.Ct#'f, IIOtUtng 1Rr1l snTllUill so .. rumcm .. ~ 


CAT1I£1U.."Cli &. f'lJCF..lIJP, r:HAIJl ~ L. OOLD8u.ti" I'us/DENT 


.......O~'.. AIb.r:my·~.~.~ 
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'I 
I . 

We .&e ~l~u p&oud to see elements of, ~PartnerKblp in Carlng" 
AAHA's iown long-term care 'reform plan -- incorporated in the 
Pres1detlt's proposal. For example I both ~e president's plan and 
AAHA's provide, incentives to encouraqe the growth of lontll-term care 
insuranc;:e. ' 

The hO~ and co:mwn1ty-baSed: care program also mirrors elements ot ' 
the MIlA-adopted plan and has, our support. We, do, however I see a ' 
cont1nuecl need to address broader l.Qft9-tet'1ll f 1nano1nq issUes as t.b.e 
healtb I reform debate aclvances. We continue to believe that 
government proqru benefitS must accurately reflect the' cost of 
providing high qualitY,services and aeeting regulations. 

As it has up until now, AAHA, its state affiliates anciits !lelD.bers 
'will ~tlnue to work with the Administration and Congz:e~s during 
the ~te and deliberation on this important issue. 

, , 

'1'he Aaerican Association of HoDes for' the Aqinq represents more 
than "#500, not-for-proflt nursill9 hoaes ~ continuin'1 care retirement 
cODwdlties; seDior housinq and assisted livinq facilities and. 
community service agencies . for the elderly natiomride.· , , , 

lIOTR TQ RBPOR'fERS AND ASSIGNHEMT EDITORS: AAHA. spokespersons are 
.~.11abl. for comment/interviews on the Clinton plan. Cell Scott 
Par'kin' lit 'O'150A-04~n, nAhnnh Cloud at: 202/508-9458, or Alice 
Rita at 202/508-9475 for assistance. 

IT , 
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, AK.< AM€:RJC~N·A~~OCI~TION < 

filM Of PJ\~TORJ\L COUN~€LOR~ 
The Rev. C, Roy Woodruff. Ph.D.i\C'.. 9504A Lee. Highway ,r Falrfox, Virgirtio 22031-2303 Executive Director 

September 22, 1993 

. The American Association :01 Pastoral Counselors supports the 

leadership and initiatives taken by President and 'Mrs. Clinton in the . 
reform of ,health care in America. With great appreciation for this 

effort. we look forward to working together for the refinement of 

benefits to achieve truly comprehensive and equitable mental health 

coverage. 'This is an exciting and historic event. 

C. Roy Woodruff, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

(703) 385-6967 
'FAX (703) 352-7725 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RBLEASE 

Septem.ber 23, 1993 

ACEP SUPPORTS HEALTIi CARS REIORM 

wmI SAFnGUAROS FOR ACCESS TO HMBRGBNCY CARE 


I 

The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP). today commended President 
Clinton for his efforts to enact comprehensive health tare reform, and his 
commitment to ensure universal access to care for aU AmeriC'anR. 

" 
I 

"As the pllystdan group c:urre:ntlyproviding the I1USJO! 50W-ce oC medical care to the 
uninsured, we applaud President Clinton for making th.ls issue a major priority of his 
Administration, and for making access to health care the central theme of his plan," 
said ACBP President Robert Wllliams, un, 'PACBP. "Such efforts are long overdue." 

, , 

ACEP endol'Ses a nWlwer of Plovwons in the President's phm, including the concept 
of mandating employers to provide health insurance for their employees, and 
supports ,the use of so-called "sin taxes" on tobac:m and alcohol to provide at1dltlonal 
revenue to finance coverage to the uninsured. 

"It is a F,irMry goal of our spedolty to CJ\&uro the avaUabiUty and access to critiC'Al 
emergency services for aU of our patients," said WJlliams. "Emergency care is a 
critical cOmmunity resource that our dtizcns will demand be maintained at a high 
level of both quality and availability." 

, 

At the ",me ume, the American College of Emergency Physicians is calling for 
explicit f~era1 standards to be added to the plan to guarantee the continued 
availability and economic viability of essential community ~genc)' medical 
services; In particular, the College is concerned that safeguards be added to the blll 
so that "",due obstacles will not prevent Individuals from seeking emergency care. 
Spcclfi~Uy, emergency physicians would like to ~ pmvLc;ions that would prevent 
health plans from dissuading patients from using the emergency department when 
they believe It 1& necessary, guaral1t~ the provi5ion of and payment for a medical 
screening examination for all patients who come to the emergency departmeI\t, and 
establish mechanisms to ensure the continu~d viability of timely emergency care in . 
every c9,mmunity. ' 

•...AIlIIFFEi. 900 17th Stretl. N.W.• Suilc 1250. \\'ashinglOn. O.C ?(XXl6. {2021728-0010. F~; [202)728-0517 .IEADQUARTEIS. P.O. IJw( 619911 .I>dlas. Tess 752G1-9911 
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American College of Physicians 
.Publisher of Annals ot Internal MedicineNEWS 

Monday, 'September 20, 1993 	 For immediate release 
, 	 , 

STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS 
, ON THE PRESIDENT'S HEALTH CARE REFORM PLAN 

The American C911ege of Physicians, the' nation's largest medical specialty society, today 
expressed. overall support for the President's blueprint for health care reform at a meeting . 
between the President and physician leaders., 

. The President's proposal guarantees stable and secure health coverage for all Americans, 
re~ardless of employment or health status. Patients can stay with the same doctor over time 
beCause patients, not employers, control their coverage choices. Patients, not their employers, 
choose their heatthplans and their physicians. And patients and physicians continue choosing 
the practice arrangements they prefer, including traditional fee-for-service. ' 

The Clinton proposal is a moderate and 'uniquely American approach to reform that will 
be the vehicle for building consensus and moving legislation through Congress. The proposal 
combines market forces -- competitianbased on price and quality - with society's evolving 
perception of health care as a fundamental right, not a mere economic comlTlodity. 

Key elements of College policy are reflected in the Administration• s health plan and these 
must remain in legislation as it moves forward: 

• universal access to comprehensive health care; 

.• a national health care budget; 

• a mix of public and private financing; , 


. . • competition among health plans based on price and quality; 

• physician and patient choice; and 


.•.enhancement of primary care practice. 


.As with any complex set of reforms, the President'S proposal contains elements which 
must be changed far full physician support. The malpractice reform component is weak and must 
be strengthened significantly. We will closely manitorproposed strategies to address issues in 
graduate medical education, the health Care workforee, and the authorities of new agencies at 
the federal and state level. 

The President and leading Republicans have said the status quo is unacceptable. The 
College agrees. In the debate ahead, the American College of Physicians will be'a constructive 
force for change. ' 

. The American College of Physicians, founded ·in· 1915. is the nation's 
largest medical spe.cialty society. reprel'enting. 80,000 physicians 
practiCing internal medicine and irs :rublpecialries. 

Contact: 	 Kathleen Haddad, Dept. of Public Policy, 202-393-1650 or 
Susan Anderson, News and Information, 21S.3S1~2653 

NHrI Bureau: IOdecenaence Mall West. Sixth Street at Race, Philadelphia. PA 19106·1572: 21S.3S1·2651 1800-523·1546 
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'We will c6ntinue to work with the AdJl\Jni$tration to make passage of health care 
reform a ~Uty, and to ensure continued access to emergency services for all our ' 
patients;" ~nduded Dr. Williams. ·We Join with the President in a commitment to 
move this IProceSS forward in order to guarantee universal health care ooverage for all 
Americans~" ' 

:i 

I, 

I' 

" 

'I 
J! 
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Coll~of : ­

Obstetricians and 
Gynecolog1sts { September.22, 1993 

William Jefferson Clinton. 

The President of the United States of America 

The White House 
Washington, DC 20100 

Dear Mr. President: 

The American College of ObStetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), an organization 
representing more than 33,000 obstetriclanMgynecologists, would like to commend you and 
Mrs~ Clinton on your commitment to the betterment of health care in the United States. 
Your proposal, the American Health Security Act of .1993, is a giant step forward toward 
ensuring that aU citizens of our nation have acc:essto quality health care. 

ACOG is supportive of the goals put forth in your health care reform package. .Most 
importantly, we are very pleased to be defined as primary care physicians for women in your 
health care reform package. This designation will ensure that aU women will be able to 
continue to freely access the primary/preventive health care services offered by their 
obstetrician~gynecologist. 

We also believe that improved access to reproductive and prenatal care, as proposed in the 
American Health Security Act, will benefit the lives of all American women and their 
~hildren. Furthermore, we are heartened to see that family planning and pregnancy-related 
services are covered in the proposed guaranteed national benefit package. These services, 
coupled with the availability of dinica1 preventive services important to women, such as Pap 
smears, pelvic examjnations and mammograms, will undoubtedly give the women in this 
country the assurance that this vital health care is available. 

We are also pleased to see that perinatal health. reproductive health (including 
contraceptive development, SIDs, adolescent pregnancy and pregnancy-related 
complications), women's mental health and HIV / AIDs are included under your ''priority 
areas" for prevention research. In addition, the College is encouraged that some first, 
positive steps have been taken in your plan to address the malpractice problem, even though 
we believe that further reforms are needed to remedy this particular Cause of spiraling 
health costs. 

Although the College believes there are some deficiencies in the package as it is proposed, 

http:September.22
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we believe 'they are differences that can be worked out. For instance, the proposed schedule 
of clinical. preventive services (which includes the frequency of Pap smears, pelvic 

~. 	 examinations and mammograms) is contrary to the accepted scientific guidelines that are 
embraced py the major medical and cancer prevention groups. We will continue to work 
with you and the Congress to improve this package during the legislative process~ 

We have appreciated the opportunities extended by your Administration to comment on, 
various aspects of the health care reform plan as it has evolved. Your Administration has 
certainly done its best to address the concerns of the various groups interested in health care 
refonn and, judging by your proposal. you have certainly attempted to reconcile these 
concerns. \ 

Again. 	ACoG supports you and Mrs. Clinton in your effort to provide affordable health 
, care to alJAmericans. You are to be commended for your commitment to the betterment 
of health Care in America. We look forward to workins with you as this package proceeds 
through tqe legislative process. 

I'. 

" President 

RSH:S:sw 

.. I' 

, . " 

, 
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I FOR. IMMEDIATE B.ELEASE FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTAcr: 
Wednesday, September 22, 1993 Bob Harman or J~ Rivera 2021429-1130 

!.II 
STATEMENT BY 


GERALD W. MCENTEE 

PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, 


COtlNTY AND MUNIOPAL EMPLOYEES WS(:'ME), AFL-CIO 

ON PRESIDENT CLINTON'S HEAL'IH CARE REFORM Acr 


"President Clinton has already succeeded where ~ts since Harry 
Truman have failed. He's put comprehensive, univetSal. health care on the national 
agenda. !. 

j 

--Co those who want to block health care reform, ~ who peck away at it 
like a thousand ducks we say: 'Get out of the 'llaY. There are more of us than· there 
are of you - working people, health care providers, busin~ leaders and Am.ericarIs 
of all ages - and with the President of the United States on .pur side we're going to 
~' . ; 

-nus is the time for honest, aitic:al debate and decisiOn making. And it's time ...... for Congressional action. AF'SCME's politically active ~ all over the country 
. w:i1l be engaged in pushing for passage of comprehensive, ~ordable health care." 

Z 
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POll IlIIIBb:IATB RBLBASB: S.ptember 22, 1.993 

Contact:: Donald W. Fisher, Ph.D., CAE 

AGPA Executive Vice Presidant an4 

ChiefExacutiveOffioer 


(703) 	 838-0033 " . 

or . 


Brent V. Kill.r,M.S.P.A.
AGPA 	 Direotor ot Government Relations 
(703) 838-0033 

AGPA 	 SALtlTBS. 1IIlI'l'B llOUSB LEADERSHIP em mw:..TB SYS'l'EII ·RBiORK . 
I 

Washington, D.C. -The American Group Practice Association salutes 

presidallt Cllntoi'l, Firat lAdy Hillary Roc1ham Clinton' and oth.ra who 

bave pa~ic!pated in th.' Wb1te House Taak Force on Health Care 

RefoZ'll for t.hair tirele.. efforts 1n developing a detail.a and , " 	 . 

~omprehensiv. plan addressing' health system refot'1D for America. 

hTbe Pr.sident'. plan show.Am~icana that the status-quo is no 
i! 

longer an option, n says AGPA Executive Vice Presid.ent and Chief 

Exacutiv.. Officer, Donald W •.. Fisher, Ph.D. "The President haa taken 

a major'.tep toward reforming' the nation'" health care system by 

including Bubstantial reforms in the areas of insurance, 

malpractice, administrative .tm~lification, .and public a••istance 

tor the indigent," stated Fisher. 

Fi~her indicat•• that ~. 26,000 physicians in the 250 AGPA 

member ~oup praotices are encoura~.d that the President addressed 
q 	 " 

many ot, the iaaues that group practice. have beeft raising for 

several 
" 

years. Phil Lee, M.D., one of the President's leading 
.. 

health :,cllJ;'e "advisors, calls group practice the "sin;le most 

'importa~t innovation" in American health care ~elivery. 
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The President's plan haa toouaed the nationta attention on 

issu•• of primary conoern to qroup practice., such a8 manaqement 

of the utilization of servioes, quality improvement though outcom•• 

research,. and the cost efficiencies which result from the 

integration of health cara serv~oes. Dr. Fisher turther emphasized 

that "Group practioe.have shown that costettioiency and shared 

reaponaibility mol~ the .nvir~nment ofpr~ctice and create centers 

of excellance. As organized delivery system., group practices 

demonstrate that quality and accessibility can be improved while 

constraining the growth of costs." 

AGPA haa some r •••rvations with the plan on 1asues such 

.s prioe controls - which could lock existing inequities of the 

ourrent syate. in place: the implementation of 910bal Dudqats among 

all the stat•• where spending on healtb oare i8 widely variable, 

and the highly regulatory potential for the proposed purChas1n~ 

allianc••• "Despite the overwhelming need tor national health 

reform, w. urqa.the Pr••ident to not detar th. innovative etforts 
. . . 

of ;roup practice.,· .tate4 Fisher. 

DAs physician led organizations, quality patient care ha. 

alway. been the tlrstpriority ot 9Z'0up' practice.," asserted 

Fisher•. Dr. risherfurther a••ured that in the challan;1n; months 

to oome group practice. will ·ottar their full •••istance and 

cooperation to the p~••lc1.nt aa ~enat1on attempts to design a 

health care system that provides quality care to every cit1zen. 
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The
American 
, Legion * NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS * p, O. BOX 1055 * INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46206 * 

(31.7) 635-B411 * 

;, 
OFFICE: OF' :rJ'fE 

NATIONAL COM'MANOE:R September 21, 1993 

,I 

Mrs. "Hillary Rodham Clinton 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 


Dear )'Mrs • Clinton: 
i 

, Thank you for inviting our staff to participate in the i·n·formative 
briefing on September 18, about how veterans will be affected',by the 
adrr~nistration's Heal~h Security Act. 

( , 

l' ,The American Legion's Veterans Planning and Coordinating Committee 
has been discussing 'this issue for more' than "2 years. The 
recommendations of the VPCC 'were endorsed by the Legion's National 
Executive Committee 'in May 1992, and our plan was published late last 
year ,~ 

,From the beginning of your deliberations on a national health care 
p1~m ::we were concerned not so much with what veterans could get out of 
any change in the delivery of health care nationally, but with the 
prospect that veterans might be left out of the overall mix of delivery 
schemes. On several occasions in the past 8 ,months we have shared our 
conce,rns with Secretary Jesse Brown and with you. Clearly, you and the 
members of the health care task force took our concerns seriously, and 
we a.t:'e most appreciative of the efforts each of you made to ensure that 
veterans will be treated with equity and dignity. 

\: While we do not know the final shape of the Health Security Act, 
we stand ready to fight to protect the benefits that have been described 
to us: by you and~ecretary Brown, and to use the power we hav~ to let 
members of Congress know how we feel. 

", The American Legion will not stand by and let VA suffer from the 
stat14s, quo., We are well awafe of, the importance of the inclusion of VA 
heal~h care in a national health program, if the system designed for 
veterans is to survive. 

. I:" 

Sincerely, 

~J1'_. _ 
BRUCE~~ 
National Commander 
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STATEMENT FROM 

THE AMERICAN HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION 


ON PRESIDENT CLINTON'S HEALTH CARE REFORM PROPOSAL 

September 17, 1993 


Attribute·to: Richard J •.Davidson 

President Clinton promised the American people that he would 

exercise strong leadersbi~ in health care retorm. In offering a 

comprehensive set of proposals to frame the debate, he has done 

just thet. America's hospitals commend the President ana the 

First Lady for their historic effort to analyZe the strenqths and 

weaknesses of our health care delivery system, and offer concrete 

ideas on how it can be improved. 

'l.'he Presic5.ent has, in effect,. tired the starting gun. The 

challenqe tacing him now is to enqender and sustain a cooperative 

spirit.with the Congress to achieve much-needed change in one of 

the most fundamental aspects ot our lives: care of our loved 

ones and ourselves when we are sick or injured. While the 

President has provided a strong voice and credible proposalator 

change, his are not the only ideas that will be deDated. 

Republioans in the House and Senate and others 1n the President's 

own party have put forth thou9h~rul proposals that will become 



part of, 
" 

t~e disoussion. 
,I
r: 

It's cl:ear we're at the start o'f' a .lonq leqislative process ,-­

we're beg-innin; a marathon,' not a sprint. America's hospitals 

h!X& made a lonq-term commitment to health care reform. 'We 
f ~ 

.uppot~ a reform vision that will mean dramatic chanqe for us, 

and for all other. who make ~p and use our health care delivery 

system 
, 
': -- 1n other word a , f or everyone. 
1~ 
I ','., .., 

Me seek the kind of chaneJe that will put. patients and communities 
{~ 

at the': center of the health care system. We want hospitals, 

PhY81~ians, and other health care providers to have sound reasons 
" 

to work together, rather than at cross purposes. We want to 
!; < , 

elim1ri~te expensive duplication' of services and teohnolo9Y, and 
;r 

to co~ta1n costs. 

To a significant degree, the President's plan reflects these 

prino¥Ples. We, share hi.: belief that health coverage for all 

, Ameri~an. must :be the bedrook of any reform propesal. ,We see in 
1;

hi.p;an a bold yet, realistic way to change the way we provide 
, 
, ' , 

care ~nd p,ay for it ..- a way that will help consumers take more 

responsibility for their health, and will lead to wiser use ot 
I', • 

health care resources. And we share the President's view that 
;: ,l . 

the l.ast disruptive way to achieve these qoal. is to preserve 

and ~;t:re119then our present system ot provi<1inq health coverage. 
. , 

thro",:;h employers, and,make coverage available throug-h the, 

, qove~nment for those not employe4. 



We 40, however, have serious concerns acout aspects of the 

President's proposal. Most siqnificantly, our concerns center on 

the structure of health alliances; on the proposed level of 

Medicare ahd Medicaid reductions; and on the lack of a timetacle 

forfoldinq Medicare recipients into the overall plan. We have a 

serious question about how retorm would be financed. We believe 

that any global budget for health care spending should be based 

on people'. actual health needs, not an abstract, mechanical 

formula. 

Where do we end up'when hospitals balance our support VB. our 

reservations? In the final analysis, there is far more comJllon 

ground than battleground here. We pledqe, to all those who have 

a sincere interest in making the health care system work better, 

that hospitals are willing to work hard to achieve reform. We 

will stronqly support the President where we can, and engage in 

honest and open dialogue to reach consensus on those areas of the 

President's reform plan with which we disaqree. And we will work 

in exactly the same manner with Members of Congress, Republicans 

and Democrats, because that is the only way to reach our goal of 

comp~ehensive health care reform. 

And oomprehensive reform is what the American people are asking 

.us to do. Even those with adequate care today understand 

tomorrow's health care uncertainties. To do nothing, or worse, 

to fall back on simplistic solutions that may look like reform 



,I 

:1 

~ut in 
i'
~aality do nothing to address the underlying proble~s 

facing iour health oare system, only postpones and complicates our 

task. 

The road before us is a long- one. There will be chan;es in 

positions, and months of give and take. But it's all part of the 
i' 

prooess of building consensus toward a health care system that 

better'serves all Americans. To get there, all parties must put 

asieSeself-interest and keep the real target in view:~the best 

interests of communities across America. 

" 
" 
~ ( 

. 
I,
'\ 

",, 
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WASBDIGTON. DC - CIlIiDc It Q bold, Yisioury p1aD Ibat ~ die Amdezncntal 

probIcms of tile aadoA's Jaealtb cue syJtem. rho AmeriCIA Nurse& AsIociD:nt (AHA) today 

IIIIDD'ced lis maq ""'port Dfdlo ClDUm AdIDIDJsuadOa's Jleahb. care atom pIaL ANA 

beUens that C'lDI1IIDeCI wm heae& from the ~ of ~ daty baYt accIIII to 

c:ompreh.tasive. qaaliIy ieaIdI.CB senic.e8. The pI.m repre&el1U amajor'ricay Ix' 

tc&is*md maaca. wbo will play • lvpr rolo m Ibo delivay of ca'Ot p&Ric:uIad)' pre.cat1ve 

ad pdmaq baItb cae. . 

. • AIuria,', DUI1II btIiM tba -=- 'D apptOpdact, quUcy, affo:dabl. Jaca1tb CInI iI a riJiI, 

DDt apririlep.. 1be reforms proposal by t.bt CJUttoa A.c1miDiatndolllftj ~ ill 
MiUpe 'aad dcmoDtilllll: • comn'bmem 10 111 a S)'SQID tbIl 11 brakeD,. SIi4 ANA PreakIaIc 

VirPUa TI'obr Beas, m. VDI" ltN. 

..,:. 

ANA. "Jdc:b bas ICItivclr ptO~ muaiDJ·$ rcroon plDt NfInitIJ"I ApUIJill'1lc816a 

an 'b/DIiII ,iDee 199O. spec:ifically praWd Jha ~ of lIniver&al access. a mlmctated 

COiiipfIbatvc beUfiU pacta&, iasuraJa refOlDllID4 recopmon of 8dva:ad practice 
. . . 

, - aad ~, pzotessioDII1 D1ItIOS 18 qaJific.t providca fol-' & c:om:m.lIUIII of Ualth caro 

serno.. 

MORB.•• · 
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ctiNToN REALTII PLA.NI2 

-rh,iI pl. pu!S a pater empbasis 011 maintaiJd1'J8 heallb aDd weUDess. caacepa tba are catnl to ~. 
, 	 said Be. -It maDS tbat c:oIIIImtfI will hive acceu to aVIdety of c:oaw«ec:riYe proYiders IDd will be IbIe 

to c:booH aD advaDced pracdco DU!Ie for c:ar. if they wiIh. It mma that ~ pn:dce DDl'RI will be 

abl,to di8iJKlH, treat and pnscn"be medications mr evetyday health care DCods widJout UDDet..esIaI')'t casdy 
CJY~•• 

Cufteutt,. 100.000 advaacecl pncrice mu:ses pmvido pdmary bea1r:b care serv_ • CliDrDa pia is 


c:aOiq for aDew timdfI:IIlystIIl to PnlI'ID more ames as primarJ CD proviclea TO meet the demands of 


tit. _ beatth eaR ~ TU special eltidemeDl couJd. be amechanism similar ~ Ibac ..rssidIIIt 


~. 

AHA also suppons tbe pluts ~adl to ca=oniDg die iDc:rease ill bealda care COllI. sPecifically dIroaIil 

paperwork teducl:iDD, a crac'tdovm 011 fraud IDd ... quality 'umraace idiIdves ad malpraGIU:e refbn& 


,i" 	 I 

~A .sappons provisJo:as ill 1be plaD tbat empower C'OGSOmcII1D bo IDOr$ICdve pIltic:lpaDtl ia heaD. care 
.: -	 . . 

det:isioDS based on cost. quality 8Dd ODb:Omes clara L1 well. ildnctiftg a:IIIIDme:rJ ell my healdl care boIzdI. -
~. ANA believes the pia Will ercatly beaefh conSumetS. ~ ddJdrea. me 1IJIder:sIrved. aDd dII 
~. 'QmSumen will have treater ac=s to ~..nUQm aDd _we their healdllDCl weIIDeu 

provided by reafsteted pmfeslioul imnes ill C!O!DIIIIIit.y Iocadm:is. sacb • sdIocN. 
~ 	 ;' . 

. 	 ;; 

~ ~ , 


.". is a bo14 plazltba pu&1 CODSWDCa' IlOQda lira aDd fon:most,. Slid J3ca1. "1lIo lIdou's DmICII boliow 


in,Pre.i4att ClImon's plan. We support its IoaI& aad we wiD Commue to work·bard:$O 1IJat health s.ecutiJ 

,..~ III A.mericaDs bames a realky as qWctly as possible • 

Al-lA has committed ,Its nadoDal snmoots lobbYiD& S)'IteID. Nmses Stzar.ecic Act:ioD Team. (NSTAT) I) 

P,,?DIOtD bcaJlb' CltO tcfbr.m It Ibc l~ &ad scare lcvcl$. NSTAT.~. uf thouaIIlI or mIIW 

yObmt,.. who wort to ,~media. ·palitiCil :md htlm!ImnI support • well II Iohhy Ibair ft!dlJnl 

scDaImJ aDd reptC'M.lit1li-. 

III . 	 . 

no AmericaD. Nurses AsIociadoD is the 08ly fWl«nico profeasioDll orpnirarioa ~me UIima·a 
2.; milliOl1 Repsterecl Nursas duough Us Sl coauitueat as.socitdoaI. ANA ad'f1DCll 1be aursiDI pmfaaioa 
by; 1bsteriDs hip standazds of DmSins practice, p!'OJDOiiDJ the ec:oZlOmic IDd leGeIIl wdfare of JNnIS ill the 
~ace, projectifta a poa1dve aDd realistic view of 1lUtSiDg. aad by lobbyiq tbe CoDP'OIS aDd reaalllOl'7 
~ 011 health care issue&. ~D& DU.rSeI aacI tho pabtie. 
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TOEOmO 
]uneU.l9'>t . 

september 22, 1993 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
.President. U.S.A 
The White House 
WashiDgtoD. D.C.20S00 

Dear PreSident Clinton: 

lhe American PbysicaJ. tberapy Association (APTA) is the national.Association 
representing oVer S7lJJJ physical therapists. physical therapist assiStantS and 
stlldeDts ofpbysical therapy. Tbe API'A sbates the desire of the American 
public. other health care providers and our political leaders to make health 
services more accessible, less costly. and more effective for all Americans. 
President Clinton's bealtIl care plan includes many of tile general principles that 
API'A supports. The APTA applauds President Clinton for hiS undying 
commitment to reforming our health care system. 

Physical lhetapJsrB are an integral part of tbe healtb care delivery system. 
Physical thenlpists provide services to a wide spectrum of patients in a varlety 
of settings: from prenaml care to newborns to older Americans and from 
community cent:els to large teamng bospitals. The benefits of rehabilitation and 
physical therapy services are wen documented and services are covered in nearly 
all federal, state and private insurance plaDs. Physical therapy services are 
IIDDug the most cost effective health services because a limited course of 
physical therapy often sborteDs a bospi1a1 staY•. preve.o.ts future injury. and 
improves beaI1:h outcomes. Physical tb.eJ:apistsb.elp 900,000 individuals daily to 
reslDre beallh 8Dd alleviate pain. Today's physical tber3py profession serves a 
dynamic comprehensive bealth care role in improVing and majntaining the 
quality of life for minions of AmedCBDS. 

APIA commends Pre8ideot. Clinton for bis dedication to refonn of our health 
care system. We look forward to wor.k.ing with the President to create a system 
in wbicb. all Americans receive acCess to quality. effective care. The time bas 
come for us to unite as a nation of :fiiends. Our political leaders, bealth care 
professionals and Amerlc:ans alike must begin to take responsibility for Ib.e 
health and future of our 1l8tion. By working together we Will cam respect and 
confidence which can overcome any obslact.e and can brlDg us towards the . 
mulual goal of obt:aioi.Dg an optimal. working health care system. 

SiDcetely, 

Marilyn Moffat. PT. PhD, FAPI'A. President 
Aroerican Physical 'lberapy Association 

http:obt:aioi.Dg
http:preve.o.ts
http:II:I:iI:&r.IA
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fOr? RELEAS[; DATE: 22 8cptwnoor 1993 
EMBAltGOEO until 9:00pm e.d.t. 

CONTACT: Jetf .lacobs, Congressl0na1 Affairs l>imctor. 202·789·5G46 

liliUi{tf~nth Stret1. ~w 
. . W;chiaar(ln. Dr 2UOOj 

202/1b11-5t1liO 
"Pr~fiident Clintotl iA comfhittod (..() healLli sccurity':Jor the 

country,"suid Amorican Puhlic Health AssoliSl-ion f','esidant HRlen 

Rodriguez.Trius of Clinton', Pl'oposed comprelHms:iv~ health caro 

reform. "We will work with thP. ArlDlinistration to achit:!ve ita goal 

,I 
and with CongretJl:i 1.0 strengtheJi the Pi'opossl:' 

"This propo!sHl i5 for univeraal. comprehensive reform, GIld 

APHA will fight t.o keep it that way," ~8)d Rodriguez-Tria!. "The 

polit,icians rushing to int.ruduce wDwferl.down, voluntary appJ'o8che~ 

just don't understand how broken our h(!aJr-h cal'(~ system is. Tho6e 

of u.& livine with the systcm.·-lI.fndd to changp. jobs. unable tn take kids 

for regular J)z'eventivc .cal"!!, afh:ijd to DclUAlly gei siek·-know the 

heDlth carp. system needs univcTlild. compr9hnnsive reform," APHA 

i' has wOl'ked for Ii universal, compt'flhensivc SYitcm for over 20 years. 

Rodl'igue1,.Trias praised the Pl'opos"l'~ attm,t.inn to public 

hetllth, saying. "Fol' the n1'8t t.imo in ov~:· a decudCl, we havo a 

PreBid~t who \lnda-rk.t.Hnds that. Ii at:rcmg public hCKlth Iystcm keeps 

people ("om getting sick That syatem is worth pt,ying for," 

Tne ArnCricQn Pvt;JIc HaolthAJsocQriOO is tilt' okiflJI aftd IOr(}SSt 
orgoniZation of public hsoHh f)fo(essionalS in t."e work). Clnd 'n8 'oremost 
publistlar or public health relotad bOOks ond perlOOicul$, promoting "iO'" 
sciDntiNC stoncJords. aotion p!O{)rotns. 000 pvOltC {:jOllcy tor goc:d heClltfl 

··:10· 



AMVETS 
.:.1<1"""......IIII NEWS

NAnONAL HEADQUARTERS ",:- . 
,&11 Forba Ba.tlevud ..Lanham. Maryland 207C)6..U80 

• CONTACT 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Dick Flanagan 
Release #93-39 Toriya SWann 

(301)459-9600 

AMVETS: Clinton Plan 
On Right Track 

WASHINGTON, Sept._ 20--Leaders .of" the nation's fourth largest 

veterans organization are encouraged by the Clinton admini­

stration's plan for reforminq the VA medical system. 

In a letter today to First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, AMVETS 

Transition National Executive Director James J. Kenney said the 

proposal, presented Sa.turday to veterans leaders ,accomplishes much 

of what, his orqanization has already proposed for the VA system. 

·'Th.re is still some fine tuning that needs to be cione, II said 

Ranney, Pbutwe're confident these small chanqes'W'ill provide a 

qreater incentive for the higher income, nonservice-connectec1 

, veteran to participate. I. 

The AMVETS leader felt that ,the VA syst~m would get increased 

use once a long-term care plan is added to the basic benet!ts 

packaqa for veterans,. 

Renney also urqed that the current dialogue between the 

administration and veterans groups continue. He told ~s. Clinton 

that "AMVE'l'S looks forward to working with you on this most 

important issue.tr 

-30­
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. For Release: September 23, 1993 
- II 

RESPONSE OF' TBE ARC TO PRESiDEN"l' CLlN1UN'S HEALTH CARE REFORM PRO 

The Arc strongly suppons President cw1ton's initiative in making reform of health and long 
top priority for hiS Administration. We are pleased that for the first tim~ an Administration is su.pporti
comprehensive refprm and is addressing many of the problems in the nation's current system which Uti 
with mental retardation and their families. . 

People with mental retardation and their 'families a:re among the most \'Ulnerable ill the current h 
system~ 'l:fiey have often lost or been refused adequate health coverage for themselves or their family 
because ~Kre-existing conditions. -In addition~ peOple with mental retardation often must rely on long
services supixn1s, including personal assistance services, to maintain their iridependence and produ "ty in 
their communities. 

The Ate measures aU proposals for health <:are refonn against a ~ nfftVe principles from a disa i1ity 
perspective. These are: non-cliscriminatiOn, comprehensiveness, appropriateness, equity, and efficiency In many 
ways, the Clinton'prqpQsal measures up to these principJe.(; particularly in the guarantees 01 universal 

su 

eta.ge and 
elimination of pr&.existing conditions. . ­

In addition:, the Clinton proposal includes important new initiativ:es in long term services and ­
creating new community based support ~ces to SeNe people of all ages with the most severe disab' 
need'long term support. .. 

Together, these two n~ initiatives are_~ important:::u:ard achieving independence, integ "on, and­
productivity fnr people with metltal retardation and toward _ . the promisc'of the Americans with 'iabiliLi~ 
Act. The Arc believes that President Clinton is proposing a system which will greatly improve health mge for 
people with mental retardation and their familieS. The proposollays a foundation for a universal sy:;Lc:m in which 
everyone will have access to Comprehensive he:!lth care regardless of a~e, income, or health status and le will . 
have improved ~ to long term supports necessary as a res\llt of thClr disabilities or age. -- ­

. . The Arc ~~ the complexity of the task b~ore tJ:tc Administration umJ the Congress. We e strongly 
comuutted to working With them to address areas of specific concern and to assure that the final act en passes th~ 
best plan -possible. We oppose efforts to maintain the status qllu in the health care system or to enact 0 
incremental or marginal reforms, We look forWard to working with the President and the Congress in 
effort to enact comprehensive, universal health Care coverd.ge for all Americans and to talce a major step 
comprehensive lOllg term services for people with mental retardation and other disabilities• 

.: 

The Arc is: marking its 43rd year of nationwide service-to people with mental retardation. Toget the more 
than 1,200 state and local chapters of The Arc acru~ tlu: country form the largest voluntary organization in the 
United States devoted solely to the welfare of the more than seven million people with' mental retarda . and their 
fAmilies and to the pxevention of IJ~ conUition for future ge:lerations. 

. -30­

a national organization on mental retardation 
forocrly Alsoc:i&ticln tor Retarded Ci~ns or the United S~tel 
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Robert O. Pcren:dorf. M.D. 
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September 21, 1993· 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

1 write, on bebalf.of the Association of American Medical Colleges. to express our 
appreciation for your leadership in initiatinc a definitive prucess to enhance ttle 
security of the American people by extendinJ universal comprehensive health 
eovem,e in an cnvironuumt that Improves quality and constrains growth in health care 
costs. It is truly a monumental task to attempt to address all m.ets of health care, 
andwc applaud the massive efforts of Mrs. Clinton and ber staff over the past months 
in pavine the way for yonl' proposal. 

'Ibe AAMCteprcscnts the aaWc=inic medical community-126 accredited medical 
schools, some 400 IIU\ior Z1Ching hospitals, medical school faculty and medical 
students and residents-in its tripartite mission of education, pUient care and 
biomedical and bebavioml re.«ItJIft'.h. 'The -Ethical FOWldation of Heta1tb kturm· as 
set forth in the ·P.re1iJniDary Draft- of your propoW provides an excellent framework 
for.debating the myriad issues inhercol in health care reform. The Association. 
intends to be a constructive and thoughtful contributor to this debate. 

. 	WbUe the AAMC has. and will continue to have, views on the broad issues rc1atin& 
to the financing, structure and organization of the overall system, I do wish to express 
a.prreclation on behalf of the acadcmie medical wmmuntty ro the sensitivity expressed 
in the draft to our missions-educating physicians and researcben, developine new 
mcdic;al tcchuulogy, ueaunent of rare and unusually severe illnesses, providing 
speci.a1i.zed patient care and caring for special. populations. The sections of the draft 
devoted to academic health centers. creaUns a new health wort· force and health 
research initiatives Jive us an opportunity to begin a Inure forduighl dialogue in these 
arenas. They arc of special concern to academic medicine and arc criticaIly important 
to the short and long L=m viability and quality of the overall health,care system. 

I also will take this opportunity to express my gratitude for your continued inclusion. 
of me and many other leaders in AC'oademic medicine in the proc:ess of reseaLcll and 
analysis that has led to your proposal, including the briefine and breakfast sessions 

http:bebalf.of
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, . ':, this past Sunday and Monday. Again l congratulations to you, Mrs. Clinton and your 
:' staff on your thuughtful and balanced initiation of this effort. The road ahead \\i1l be 
i'difficult-all of us mUst be prepared to chan&e and adapt. We in academic medicine 
''\\ill debate some points vigorously-but our contributions will be constructive and 
:.:.nindfut of the ovenJ1 objectives we share with you and your team. 
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NATIONAL HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Bethlehem supparu the basic pr~ip1ea of rhe Clinton Health Care lefonn Plan and 

commcnQs the Pmident and the First L~1 for their leadership in this vitally importaDt area of 

c:oncem to III Amet1C1D1. 

Health Care Reform huth. hiahett piiority for Bethlehem Steel. Bethlehem ha. 

approximately 21,000 active employees and 170,000 health care 'beDefidari.ea·- activ" employcos. 

retirees and their dependents. Bethlehem'. health care· costs have been increasing each year and 

bave rlsa. by 46. in the last 4 yean from $162 mWion in 1989 to $237 m11llor11D1992. 

The Clinton Plan II comprehenai~e in Jiature... fonb standanls at the feclerallevel. and 

provides a role for dlIltate_ in implementation. We understand the Plan will impose be_ 

disciplines on public and prlvllte hea1tb c:are spendiq, merew ;ompetidon IIJJlQnJ hea1tb care 
, , . 

~mczeue consumer Incentives to reclucc costs, and reduce admiDistrative e.xpcmes. We 

look forward to leamiq about and evalUltIq III of the detail. ofthc Plan. 

'Bethlehem 11 a member of cbe Natioftll Leadership Coalition for Health Care Reform. 

We aupport the need fOr comprehel1liv, reform of our health care system. We .upport UDivCI'l1l 

accal,lO Chit all Americanl wUl be provided with health care coveraae once the Plan is fall)' 

implemented. W. believe that Health AWancea will provide Il1 appropriate mechanism for· tho 

http:1IaIcI.rr
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deliver)' of:~ in I more cost effective marmer. W~kabie, cort c:ont:ol mec:hani~s are 
I; . 

ablo!utely ~sential fer healdll.!lre reform to be' successful. 
\; . 
! 

We ;iwm be wondnsclo8ely with the' Clin~n Administration and the Congress' in" 
;1. . _.' . '. 

developing the Plin and helping to brilll about the very much~ PIOmpt aadQompreheilSivc 
,.F > • 

.,'
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C. R08ERT BLAKE, REG, PH. 

206 ~TH MARKET STREET 

weST UNION, OHIO "~9'3 

'1'be Preaidcu'lt. 
'!be White Bouse 
Wl:1ahingt.OA, tc 20500 

Dear Mr. Presideslt. 

Az:t cl t."C JUU'Jr« 1t.¥ iJ11Al:m1'lciSL aDd sua11 bwsinems 0'Iftlel:, l' e=c:lIIIIneDd you, Mrs. Clil'tQ»., 
and the members ot the President's Task Force on Heaith care Refol"ll for your 
e:ff'orts to At'C.. Aaled<.:ci' ~ 'lI.t1CI.l t..ll l:41'e 51SLeso. 

AS a member of NARD Who represen:ts my iD.tewsts as i:i ~ uf the CQmIuniLy 
Retail Phal:'IlIaC'y HeaJ.th Car:eRefOI:1D CoalitiOD, I'm especially pleased. with your 
rec:ogR1ticm Of tbe importaDce ot eamnmity retail phaJ:macy a:r.l<1 its COi\St saviaYIi 
aDd critical role in the delivery ot ;~ patlcmt care. 

'l'oday for ex2m1ple I bave had 2 patients neediRq care OQ prescription drugs tbat 
they oauot afford and will sutter the consequeaces. 

With the 1mplemeutatiOA Of your health care plO, patif!Dts such as I have 
meIlticmed will get their· needed care ud quite possibly. avoid. more expensive 
care later in their Ufe. . 

As a registered PhaJ:macist, store ower aDd. an AmerioaD., I staDel ready to help , 
yOU 1R !mY way l'OSSible to briag to the Ameriam public the security Of good 
health care that caR be delivered by tl'le retail PhaImaeists of 1JD1ted states. 

Sisacerely, 

C.Robert Blake Reg Vn. 

mT~ P.A:' 

http:Wl:1ahingt.OA
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Tb. tJ~:verllt.v lIosp~:al \j.:1: ..:JN 
'11 ~aoi.l()O 

aeptamber 20, 19t3 

Th. R~o~&bl. William 3. Clinton 
Pres14ent of the 	Vnit.4 Et~tes 
The White BOU'. 
1100 	pe~SYlvan1& Aven~, ~.w. 
W••hingtOft. O.~. 20500 

~A&r 	M:. '~c'1d.nt; 

On ~al\al.f ot BoSt.on t1niv.~.1ty He~1C:.l Center Hospitd. I Waltt 
~ congr&t~1.ta yeu Oft ~~e ifttr04uct1on of your A4a1ftistr_tion'. 
health 0&1". reton plan. YO~a:nd Hrs. Cl1nton aDd ~ Hea.\h Car. 
~ask Fore. &re to ~. oOKmoft4ed tor the Go.plet1Ofto! &n extremely 
~QJIII)l.x p1"ocesa that req\.l1red the ~alanclNJ of. UJ'ly cUvers.. 
1n~.re9t. and opinLons a~ wal! a~ consultation w1~ :6pre5entatives
fro. v~r~al1y .v.r,r ••cto~ ot ~eric&n 11~•• 

.'1 

~. ,1&ft represent. an adm1~lble comaitmant by your
Ac!min1et.rat.ion to '1ncUng sol.utiona t.o a01N of the foremost is5UU 
fac:in4 WI' eoW'lt.ry today. We are particularly. ,l..a.eeI that ehe 
,1nal r~.ndations oo~t~in a rec09nitio~ of thO unlqua role of 
ttoe "at-iOft t. acadam11; heo.lth In.,t.1tutlona ~ the ".!SOUrce that 
tl\ey' prgyic!. .s C.!\~".•. ot pat1ent ca1"l, health protesaiona 
~.in1~9,. aft4 clinical rese~. 

Aa~eg1.1ative .c~~1n1 and 4~.t. begins on the health care 
J:e!or:a pleA, the Task rot-ee's re<;ouon4ationc will liierve U the 
foundat10ft t. thia dG&te ~ will previa both t1:e cornersten. 
&n4 the vital fl'...worle 'or the tinal ,r04iuct. 

A.gain, .,. Goft9rat\1l..~ you on thll tr••e4eus ac:hievuaent arsA 
;. 	 look fo~~ to eontinu. verkin; vi~ your A4aini.t1".~1on an4 the 

congres8 to 4.v.lop a ~ltb CAr. r.to~ ,lan tb.~ weeta the nee4t 
o~ Lll Aael'1oan.. 

I. 

http:eoW'lt.ry
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fHE 
ClAlltOLtC HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION 
C1 tltt UJ.l1t\i suns 

September 17, 1993 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
Prp.~ident of the United States 
The Wh i te House . 
Washington, DC 20500 

IlIA. 
Dear Mr. Pras;dent, 

Tha Catho'ic Hc·alth A~~ociv.tion of the United States (CHA) apP'duthi 
your detenmination to initiate an historic endeavor to tackle the 
demanding t complex, and emotional issue of healthcal'e reform. You 
have set the terms of the debate and demonstrated the bold 
presidential leadership required to elevale hl!althcare reform to a 
national priority. 

We share your conviction that reform is imperative, and we welcome 
this first siYllific.;l.nL endeavor 1n a· quarter of a century to 
restructure the nation's healthcare system. 

CHA, whose more than 1,200 facilities and organizations nationwide 
c.;uII$Lit.ute the largest group of not-for-profit healthcare 

NATIIIIAL HFAilQUARTERS institut10ns under a single fOnM of sponsorship, has been pointing 
4455 WIIOdSIICI Road to th1s day slnce 1986 When we called for universa1 coverage in a 
at Louis Me 63134-3197 redesigned healthcare system. 
PlIant 314-427·2500 
f..1314427·0029 As you and the First Lady have said on many occasions, and CHA 

concurs, a reformed delivery system is crucial not only for meeting
social and human needs, but also for correcting the underlying
economlc forces that are threatening the healthcare system itse1f 
and the nation's economic prosperity. 

Based on a prel iminary review cf your proposal t CHA is in huh: 
agreement with many of the detail s. There are striking s;mil arit ies 
to the vision of healthcare reform out1ined in CHA's own rp.fnrm
plan, Setting Relattonshjps Right: A Proposa1 for Systemjc
Hea7thcare Refonl. 

·Features common to both plans include: universal coveragp. ar.h1eved 
quickly; substantial uniform benefit package; continuous coverage; 
many protections for the poor; overall expenditure contrnl; progress
towards more equitable, stable financingi and progress towards more 
appropriate government/private roles. 

http:siYllific.;l.nL
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In the coming weeks, CHA will carefully evaluate in greater detail your proposal 
against CHA's vision of systemic healthcare reform. Where appropriate and 
necessary, CHA will pursue modifications during the legislative process that are 
fanhfu1:to the ethical values of the Cathol it healthcare minhtry. 

We real i~e it is now incumbent on all stakeholders in the system. i.e., 
consumers, providers, .btg and small· businesses. government, labor.· insurers. 
pharmaceuticals, etc. to seize this moment and work toward solutions that are in 
the eommon good. 

We f'edge to join you in nning ~Vf~t"yt.hing in our power to bring the cause of 
hea thcare reform to successful fruition as this nation takes the first step on 
what is: 'suretD be a journey of ~ thnu\an(l mil p.~. 

f. 

Sincerely, 
.: . .II!.

k.. ~..". :Jt1 ,etC-~ , 

Sr. M~ryanna Coyle, SC . 

Chairperson, Board of Trustees·, 


~~'curl'~esident and '"...... L ..._ 

, . 
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Conract; 

Lynn Bowersox-Mea,inson 202-662-3613 
Stena 08ata 202-662-3609 
Carol Ream 2OZ-662-3549 

CRTI1PlEtfS DEFENSE FUND APPLAlJRS HEALTH CARE REFORM PLAN 

WASHINGTON. D.C. - The A(2mJn1stratton·S national health reform plan contaiDs 

historic pins for cbildren. according to the Children·s Defense Fund (COP). which appJauded 

.the plan', commitmCDt to C1Xl the nightmare of inscc.urity that milliOD15 of ~nts feel when their 

children let siet. 

According to CDF, the plan liVes health coverage to nearly Dine million childron who 

are c:urreDlly uniDsured and dams the flood of millions of childIen who lose emplOyer-based 

insurance at some point every year. 

"PiDally, we ha~ a viable plan to reoraanizc the heallb system &bat would gWl.l'8.lUCC 

ever)' American child a healthy start in life - a auarantee every otber in4ustria1ized nation 

already provides," said COF President Marian Wrig:lu Edelman. •American children deserve 

no less than universal coverage, empbas1s on prevemlVe care, anc a broa4 ranse of bellef1ts... 

The ~lan guaran~ that JacK nf inAurance. exclu~nn nf l're-exiRtin, cnnditinn~. and 

soarl.ui health ~ COlti will 110 lOIllCf be bmim to ohi1d.Iw pU:iJJ& qwillty health ~. 

"POl' the frrst time, parentS wnt be able to make decisions about their jobs based on their 

ummes' DeedJ l'Ilther than on I! child's p.re-exisnn, medical Condition,· Edelman said. 

-mom­

15 EStreIt, NW 
WllNnamn, DC 200Q I 
TelcpiIonc 2Ol628 .,'" 
Fa 1"2 "21.'UD...... 

http:ohi1d.Iw
http:soarl.ui


Healtll.Care RetormlPage 2 
i 

, 
, ­
;CDF said that, in the long run, the cotit~ntrul pruvisiUIl5 md univcnid coverage 

•pro~ in the President's plan will help families economically. as well as lower health costs 

melci.,g it more possible to reverse the wage erosion of recent yCQlS whmb porticu.la.rly hun 
I, 

younger workers with families. 

, Tbe plan is ,DOt perfect. CDF said, ~ several improvements are needed includine! 

making premiums m1 out-u[-pucUt COliW m~ aUIunlable Cor the working poor and. DCar-poorj 

ensurina that low·and moderate-income children. including children on Medicaid. have access 
'i 

to the ,'lame plms and. sc.rvicca IS other families; and safeguarding cssential 8erv=s for children 

with disabilities. 

i' CDF fUrtller DOted that,the benefits of the plan gzeatly oUtweigh the shoncom.iJJp and 

tbat me organizationwi1l work tin=lc5bly with the AdmjniattH.uun and Congress to improve and 
, 

enact legislation that assures evCry American family has access to affordable. quality health care. 

•30­
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The Children's Health Fund 


.ud~fOUutorJ 

PaulSimon 
ClrfOV1lllzr 

Irwin bI:1leN!f. ~ 

~'Fmnuln'. ~u 


Roben t=. 'l".anrtalh.euser, Uq . 
.CMinrrtzn 

lCaren S. RadJenc:r 
Sa:mmy 

september 21, 1993Ann OnMIII . 
FrL-dFtaP.ds 
Stewl\ J. C;1'II:I\ 
Than KJores 
RabatC.~ 
RayScbul~ 

Tho President 
Advisoly Board 'lbe Whire House 
Paul Simull Washington, D.C. 20500 
Cltllil'lfftm 

Dear Mr. President: 

You have bii.d out ·an historic course for changing the nation's 
health care system. from a lumbering. expensive., incomplete and 
inconsistent model to what will prcimise to be a new vision 
encompassing universal access to quality health care for all 
citizens. It is with gn:at enthusiasm that The Children's Health 
Fund and I, personally, endorse this c;omageous effort and look 
forward to helping make ~ dream'a reality. 

Sincetely,. , ..-\ 

.. -~~~~~ 

. Irwin Redlener, M.D. 

IR: kms 

The Children's Health fund .317 East 64th Street • New York, New York 100%1 • Telephone 2.12-5.15-9400 • FAX 212-535-7488 
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.Citizeh Action 

, '20 19th Slreet. N.W,. Suite #630 
Washington, D.C. 20036 Press Release'y (202) 775- 1~eo •. 
(202) 296-4054 (FAX)

For release: For further. inform.etion 
Wednesday, September 22, 1993 Contact: Ed Rothschild 

(202) 775-1580 

Ch/zeh Action Praises President's Leadership on Health Care Reform 
! . CaDs on Congress to. Support Singls-Payer System 

W~hingI01I: Cjd,."., Action, the nation's largeSt consumer organj7.ltion, today praised President 
Bill'Clinton for taking· the bold step of proclaiming that health care win be a nlbt for every , 
~ by 1997 and for basing his plan on the principles of universal access, cost containment . 

and co~ve benefits. 
I , 

l,. 


"Presi4=t ClintonYsplan sets astandard that the opponents ofcomprehensive, affordable health . 
ccu:e rut K11 A1m:=.r~ CiUlIlUL UlI:Cl, b",L wbich l.bc: propullm~ or Ii mtgk }MY~ sy:lil.e1l1 ~. 
ccrtain~y improve npon,· ~id Tnt ArlMlc, (;itimn Action F.xeclltive Directnr. 

WNow ;ihe battle must be to translate those principles into accc:ss for every American to quality t . 
d " .. 

affordable cue imspective of income, StalUS, employment or geographic location,· said 
Arlook. 

-Whilt the President's initiative is a major step forward, Citizen Action will continue to fight 
for the American Health Security ACt (H.lt 1200 and S. 491) - a single--payer system that the 
Congressional Budcct Office COIl(ludcs will provide the most benefits at the lowest coa,· aaicl 

l. . ' ' . 
. Arlook. 

,. 
i: 

·We are very pleased that the President's plan recogniz.es the benefits of a sing1e-payer system 
and will allow sUIteS, to choose single-payer as an option for their residents,· said Arlook. 

-While the American Hea1tb Securlty Act and President Clinton's plan share the principles of 
univ~ily t comprehensive benefits, cost, control and public accountabilityt we will call on our 
members and citizens all over the country to tell . Congress that a single-payer system must be 
the ultitmlfa goal of health care reform ,. said Arlqok. 

!I 

s:*......___.._ 
" ...."""""'01:__ ' .~ .. 

.; 
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1be Clinton plan falls shan of the American Health SCcurity Act in that it: 

• Discriminates by income level'in the quality of care provided 

• Does not provide eoouah oost savings 

• Is not fairly fuoded, ~use it relies on flat premiums and consumer excise taxes 

·We recognize that in the months ahead the special interests - the insurance industry, drug 
companies aDd others - will 'USC their poli1X.al musdc to protect thc:.ir turf. 'Ibcy will mount 

expensive, misleading campaigns to attack the bedrock principles upon. which both the 
President's plan and the American Health. Security Act are based. We are ann0uncin& today an 

. I . 

an out effort to combat those speclal inteleSts and their friends in Congress, so that all 
Americans c:an bavc a safe, secure, ICUablc, responsible ana affordable bcallh care system, • said 

Arlook. 

-We will ten Americ8n voters·how the plan proposed by the Senate and House Republicans falls 
wocfu11y short of what is needccl. The Republican solution is to require every American to 
purchase baalth insuraace, even if they cannot afford it. And if individuals or families fail to buy 

Insumnce, but need bea1th care, the supposed anti-Big Government party would have the.lRS 
swoop down to punish any offeaden. Even though the failure ofeltClusive Idiance on the market 
is the primary cause of our present health care disaster, the Republican Party prescn"bes more 
uC &he SUDe. 'lbaI.'s like ~ UucIU! IcJling ill. ptW:nL wilh ci.rrlu.•.b uf lhc= liver, Iv ~~ 

intake of alcohol. Republican Party snake oil may make some people feel ~. but it won't 

C\R their dicases,· said Arlook. 

\ 
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'I)os·t' !rtr. Pfesiden~;. ,. ':' 

! ': ; lAls: a '.COl).dern.d ~ i t i zen. 'and an A~r~:ca.n-Amer i oan. 1 suppor t your 
; ,: ,: .. i "f,t1ii,t,iative ill .. r,~\r;a~~nl ,the He&lt~ ~are system. For far too long 

• :: t:hIlP' regular ·cUq.p:i4)7tie t s needs fo·f. lft:')a 1t h care and other serv i cas 

," " ., . :. :' :ba¥e'~ b,-en. i.lnot••~!., VI, .n~,~fl, a new f.r~~ess. A process l ba tine 1udes
v , ', ... , :' : an~:'pt:o"ldes tor. these: that ba~e .;'been unah Ie .to pro ide for

" :,t!h:~m:$~d ves. Thi-ti ;p.roees.s should ctl$.u:ourage the rampan t waste and 
:;~b;\t~e ,that',iS e1)i:CJ.n~ in our pres~nt.\ system,
'::::: . ",;;: ,i, :.: 
, ; ~t.., pres ident, 1 'uri'. y.ou to pushi '."rtbwi th your program. Do not 

:, ioe ':ai:SMayed by ~~o$e :wbo wish 10~L fifUure. 00 not be disheartened 


".':;. : ~:~. ~'~~~e who .do$\otwish :t,e) sacrif~c~:. Do not be dissuaded by' those 

!;,:,: i'~~ ~~pfit :frC).:~b:e ~t~tus qu.e. :'1 . ' ,. 


, " ,i ,!,;' ; : i : ' . , , ': i ~,' " ' ' : , ' : . 

... ",: 1.: 8A: not aware; of the 'd.'eta;' 1& d!f :ltour program but I have made 

,,' i IIyse:l,(: aw,are ot the aoa:!$~: I, \lnder~:t~pd the struggle and dirficu,lty 


: " , ; .,,;1 tb :~:cble'fi.n:8: ~he8e ~~.la Iknd o~'~t' my support. 

, ;: ' .' . " '1: ' .. ' '. r:;: 

~, "i l:r:t:here; i. :a~y~~~~•.I:.~~n do toi:f~rther your efforts, please do 

; j\o~.:b.sl ~a~e to; iCont.,ct ' me. i: l 
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Consortium for 
Citizens with 
Disabilities 

For release Sept. 23, 1993 

Contact: Paul Marchand (202) 785-3388 
Bill Schmidt (:~Ol) 45~~J700 
Marty Ford (202) 785·3388 . 

...; :' ;: 

. CONSORTWM FOR CITIZENS WITH DISABILITIES 
RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT CLINTON'S HEALTH CARE REFORM PROPOSAL 

. . The Consortium for Citizens with DisabUities, (eCD) strongly supports Pres' 
Clinton's initiative in makiDg heaItb tare reform a top priority for hIs Administration. Ware 
»leased that for the rarst time an Admiuistration is supporting eom»rehensive -reform· an ha.~ 
offered a proposal that fmaJly addresses many of the problems in Our current system. 

The CCD is a Washington-based coaUtion or ovet 100 ~tio~ Orga~tioDS con 
with diahillty policy, wldeh· ftdvot.atfs on behalf or people wIth disabWbes;. 
groups represent people with physical, mental, cognitive, arid seDSOry disabilities aod pie 
with rhl'ODie, disabling iUnesses. These individuals and their families are the most vumel'2b e iD 
the present health care system. They have ofteD been reCused health insurance, because of 
exist.ing eonditioDS; have had to accept inadequate coverage; and have been most threaten by 
loss of coverage. Therefore, health care refOnD that wllI provide universal. eomprebellSive, and 
affordable health care to an Americans recardless of their health or disabmty status is a or 
priority of the COlIS011ium. . . ' , 

The CCD measures aU refonn proposals against five principles for health care rm 
~om the disabmty ~ve. These arc non-discrlcnination, comprehensive as, 
approPriateness, equity, aDd effICiency. In maDy ways, the President's proposal measures to 
the CCD priDciples. For example, the guarautcc that no one wID be denied bealth iusuran for 
any reason and the elimination of pre-existing condition exclusions will mean than many p pie 
with cUsabilitieswill f'lDalIy have accas to bealth can services, 

Further. we are pleased that the pl'oposal Wclucles iwpurl.aDt Dew iIIlt1atlves In the, 
of long term services and supports, ~u.diDg personal assistance serviees. Taken tog~ther th 
the acute. health tare reforms, these u~w l.o1tlaUv~ are a critical step toward. .acbie Ing 
independence, Integration, and productivity for nillliODS of Americans with disabmties d 
fulti.U.i.ug the proJ.U.iM, or. the AweriQlm; wUb DlsabWtles Ad. . 

. W~ 'Vuagiy believe that President Clillton is proposing a system lbat WO~ld be a . ) 
improvement over what exists today. He is attempting to lay the groundwork tor a unit 
system under Wbieb every American will have acce5$ to comprehensive health care re:ardJ 
their age, income or bealth status. The CCD recognizes the complexity 01 this task a 
strongly committed to working with the Administration and Congress to address specific 
of coneem and to emure that the (mal proposal that Co~~ is the best plan posslb for 
people with disabWtieS and meets au of the eCD princlples for bealth care reform fro a . 
disabUity perspective. We oppose efforts to malouiD the status quo In our healtb care sy or 
to enact only IDerementai or margiDal reforms. We applaud the President in this historic ott· 
to euact comprehensive. universal health care covera~e ror aD Americans. particularly for ose 
who Deed It 1DOSt: persoDS with disabilities and chrome illnesses. . 

CCD m.eber 

http:proJ.U.iM
http:fulti.U.i.ug


JUSTIN DART, JR. 

907 6TH' STREET. s.w.. AFT. Sl6e 


wASB1NGlOfiI. D.C. 2OOZ4 

m-l1i-QOO (W)
il 
.20241&-'684 (II) 

Septemb.or,. 21, 1993 . 

.Dear Coll~agucs: 

As you know. on Wednesday evening President Clinton will present to the nation his 
. plan for JJ:ealthcare reform. America's health care system is the most expensive in the 
war1d. M.i11ian~ of people 8re nat covered by health in~ranc::e. and we.die yonnser than 
the peop~ of many other nations. Millions of people with disabilities are condemned to 
unemploxment and poverty because that is the only practical way they can get health care. 

I enclose the response of the. Consortium, for Citizens with. Disabilities to the 
,President's plan. As you see, ceD applauds the Presidentts effort to' achieve responsible 
health ~, and plc:dg~5 Wsuppol1 and to' stlOngthcnthe initiatiVQ. . 

. ,President Clinton is callmg for quality f affordable hea1th seJVices that will be 
guaran~ for Ufe to' every American, regaJdless of disability, economic status or 
employment Conscience demands that I give my full personal support to the Prcsi~cnt'5 " 
.leadership for equitable, universal health care and to the position of CCD. . ' 

The President's plan would not - and possibly could not, in the present economic and 
political !reality - achieve all of, the' 'legitimate health, care goals of people with 
disabilities.. However, its enactment would 'be a giant step forward. We would at long 
last be ~aranteed inclusion in basic health care programs, and many of our, special needs 
would begin to be addre.~~. ' , 

Having established the principle of inclusion, we will be in a, stronger pOsition to 
, advoca~for complete equity. And we will have a special advantage that we have not had 
in.years past because. to an unprecedented extent. President Clinton has made us' partners
in the deeisionmaking,proccss. Lc~ us cultivate and expand that partnership. 

1 agrCe'complckly with CCD and othel coUccaguc ilcJVuc.;:alCli that we oC the disability 
community must work with the Administration and the Congress to improve the 'plan in 
the areas.of our concern, and that we, must vigorously oppose efforts to maintain the status 

, 'quo or to enact only marsinal refo~s. I believe that we must u11itc to cnsurehcalfh care 
that ful~Us the principlci of ADA. '1 believe that' we must unite to support the President's 

, .effort to) achieve guarantees of quality health care" for every single person. because 
anythiq less is a betrayal of the Amerit'Jln dre.am and of the sacred value of human life. 

Co1k:agues, America cannot win this historic struggle without your personalleademhip. 
YoshikoandIw11I be adVfJCatlng With you on every issue of equity and empowerment. 

",', 

:::L er we haa;cme. Together we shan overmme.IlDite. To 

EQUAL ACCESS TO THE AMERICAN DREAM 

TmAi P.1iI1 

http:Septemb.or
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NATIONAL SERVICE 8.I'Id LEGISLATIVE HEADQUARTERS 

807 MAINE AVENUE, S.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 


(2Q2) SS4-3!01 


September 20, 1993 

~he First Lady BilIary Rodham Clinton 

The Whi te House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

~aehin9ton, DC 20500 . 


Dear Ms. Clinton:· 

I. am writing to extend the most genuine appreciation and 
gratitude of the Disabled American Veterans for-your taking the 
time out of what must be a most hectic schedule to meet with the 
Veterans' Service Organizations this past Saturday to apprise us 
of the role identified for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) in the quest to make meaningful health care reform a 
reality for the citizens of our nation. 

At the conclusion of the meeting', there were, I believe, 
three salient points that emerqed. First, was the President's 
deep, personal feelinqs and commitment to the importance of 
maintaining and preserving an independent, quality VA health 
care system whose primary mission will continue to be the 
treatment of disabled veterans. The DAV agrees this is how 1t 
should be. . 

Secondly, and what we view to be the most- central feature 
of the. reform package, is the assu~ance that veterans now 
utilizing the VA for their health ca.re needs ...ill -no-t -experience 
a diminution of services. In fact, many veterans'will 
experience an increase in the scope of benefits ~rovided by VA. 

Finally, we embrace the concept of securing- reimbursement 
for the care provided certain veterans from Medicare. We aqree 

_wi~n you that this is most central to the continued stability of 
the VA in the years to come. 

In 8\.1mmat:s'on, Mrs. Clinton, the CAV supports ana endora.s 

the role identified for the VA in the Administration's Health' 

Care Reform Plan. 


~ .. 

R H. WILSON .. 
Executive Director 

Washington Headquarters 
AHW:nb 



. 
Septemt>er ' 2,1, 1993 

l . " 

The President 
The Wh~te Houae . 
Waahin9t0n :OC 20500 

.Dear Presid'ent Clinton, 

I c~end ;you on your efforts to reform America'. health care 
,system. 

The Cq-munity Retail. Pharmacy Coalition for Health Care Reform, 
compos,ed of the National Association of Retail. Druggists and the 
Nation~l Association of Chain Drug Stores represents all community 
retail .ph~rna9Y in America. As a member of that group, I am 
pleased that you recognize the benefits of community pharmacists. 
Being 'in contact with people on a one-on-one basis consistently 
result,s in,cost savings. It a~so produces the best possible health 
care f:or patients.' 

Your dgaloation and offortc docorvo the cupport of all community 
retail. pharmacists. Our contacts with many people each day should 
oleo enho1'le6 public 6upport •. 'rhe, value of prescription coverage 
r. _ 1.\. __ ;- ____1.: __ 1. .... ____ .• ...:.:.J.J..~..J..:....1 •.:11 Ila ....... lIa.I.llul m\u 

-··r......~- .... "'----...--- - - .... &' --_ .... _-- 1/:._-.. _.......... _- - .. ....: 

presctiption drug coverage through Medicare will result in better 

I , . 

care tor the patient and will result in coat savings to the health 
care tiY8t~m. 

: ' 

Plea.a. be' a.ssured tha.t we will continue be supportive of your 
polic~.8 on the thi. issue. 

Since~.lyj 

~.fUj 
Tony "elder 

, ~ , 

.\= 

112 N. 7. SL· Box 835. ai....rek, ND 58501 
PboDe (101) 255-1881~. .

• 
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p.o. Bolt 10248 
BIrmIngham. AlIbImI S5202.Q24e CIIny N. Drummond 
Ttie~ (205) &4-e5OO Chief !x8cutIw OtIIcer 
Tele1ax:'(206) 84H621 

I' 

DI1UIII11OIIDr"1IY. September 21, 1993 

Tb~: ,President
The White'House 

"11600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
:Washinqton, D.C. 20500 . 

I' 
. "; ~ ., ' 

',·Dear Mr. President: 

As you prepare to formally ar~ounce the details of your

health care reform plan, I wish to express· my support for the 

significant initiatives you have taken on this subject. I 
compliment you for having the political courage to face up to 
the serious economic and social problems currently before us, 
the fortitude to pursue your goals forthrightly, arld the de­
termination to move effective plans through Congress. , 

, ' 

. As I indicated to you in our luncheon conversation on 

June 16, and in my previous letters of July 31 and Sept~er

10, health care issues; have been a subjeot of serious study and 
deep concern within o~ company for the past lO years.' Given 
yoilr plan, the means for applying adequate reform and deliv­
er+nq quality bealthcare with cost containment can be put in 
place for all Americans • 

. I: 

, i: My knowledge of your plan, at this time, is limited to 

.·various press' reports that have appeared over the past few 

weleks. If they are .accurate,. however# two aspects of your plan 
;:st,~ike at the heart of the current problems, and that I support
enthuSiastically. They are: 

Ii 1. Cost sharing and deductibles. Each individual 
d~'finitely m.ust share ,at least a portion of the cost. In my
July 31 letter to you, I spoke of the need for consequences for 
a~l. Your provision for reasonable deduotibles, together with 
co~pay.ments,·will help to establish a sense of responsibility
wi.th the user of heal~h services, and provide some financial 
consequences for his or her actions. This is an absolutely
essential feature in order to contain cost.s. 

I!" 
:' 2. Universal coverage. Every American should have access 

to health care, and your system steadfastly provides for this. 
This is an excellent goa1 unto itself, and one that has been 
ba,dly needed. But this qeneral provision also will have a 

;' 

,; " 

I' 
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.1 EPILEPSY FOUNDATION 
of AMERICA.. 

Contact: Bill Schmidt 
(lOi) 459-3700 

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA'S RESPONSE ~O PRESIDENT CLINTON'S 
HEALTH CAlE REFORM P10POSAL 

Tbe Epilepsy Foundation of America (ErA) strongly supports efforts to 
enac~ comprehensive reform of the nation's health eare system, and 

. applauds the Clinton Administration for its historic effort to ensure 
comprehensive, universal health coveregefor all Americ8lls. We believe 
that President Clinton's plan is a serious step toward correetinq the 
problems in the currentsystetn, an.d look forward to worklnq with the 
A4ministratio~ and the Conqress on specific issues of concern. 

ErA is the only national voluntary health agency in the United States 
spocifioally dedicated to the welfare of people with epilepsy (sel~ure 
disorders). IFA i& committed to the preventioD and eventual cure of 
epilepsy end to improving the lives ot people who have the disorder. 

People with epilepsy and other disabilities have an enormous st.Ake in 
the current health care. debate. Access to adequate health insurance has 
long hRAft A mAjnr prnhlAm for pp.nplAwit.h RpilapRY. Diffir.ult.r In 
obtaining eoveraqe ~as .8 profound effect on employment Choices, standards 
of Hvin9, IIntl nvp.1"All 'I11AHt.l'nf BfA•. Thh RlrAlIlc1y tliffi.r.uH. Alt.uAt..tnrl 
has deteriorated even further in recent years as the private health 
;.1'J5U1"'ane. industry 'bEiS incre~!lf'"lJly hJ1"1'\Ad to 1III!u,'Hea' und'H'Writhlg to 
ex~lude employees and their dependents from coveraqe due to pre-existing 
coftdition, such 8S .~i\~sy. 

'We are pleu&d that:. t:he Clint:on propoca1 would eliminatQ both mlilClical 
undel'Writing- and caps on lifetime coverage maximums, includes an 
outpatient preseription drug benefit: for eve~on., and provides prot:eet:.lon 
against catastrophl~ out-of-po~tet costs. In add.i.tioll, we are pleased 
that:. the proposal lneluCles In!~latlv.8 ill the ana o~ 101'19 t.erm s6&"vlces. 
and supports, lncludinq personal asslstanee services. Kbile reco9nizinq 
~hat there are aoncerna ~hat th. flaA ao.s not a~rr.n~l~ addresa, we 
believe that the SOrt Of system that President Clinton 1s propO$inq would 
ba a cignifiCl~t. improvemellt: over t:.he. £t:.at.\l.1l quo. aDd. ono t.hat vO\l.lCl 
improve acc:es& for those wbo are most in need of services, people with 
ai~abl1i~igc ana oh~oD!o boalth oOlla!tioll~. 

43S1 GaJt1en City Drive 
Lanc1ovc.r. MD 20705-2267 
(301) 459-3700 
f!AX 001) .577-268+ 

http:t:.at.\l.1l
http:tliffi.r.uH
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benefit on the cost-containment side. Your plan requires every
employer who is able to pay for h1s or her employees' health 
car~ plan to do so. SuCh costs, therefore, cannot be sh1fted 
to others. The load is fairly dis.tributed. This will prove to 
be a pivotal element in the ability to hold down bealth care 
costs for all. Also, your approach to the problems of Small 
business 1s fair and equitable. . '. 

:. There are many other features of the plan that I strongly
applaud, such as the reduction of red tape in claims 
processing, the effort .to cut down on duplication and outright
fraud in prescr1binq and billing for services, and the need to 
address malpractice and related litigation issues. This is a 
complex proposal and I'm certain there will be other provisions 
we will endorse as equally useful. If I fault your plan at all 
it MOuld be in the area of litigation cost containment, and 
disciplining of the trial lawyers. They are abusing American 
society as much as the health industry, and this is a good time 
'to ;br1ng this part of the abuse to rest. Please do this. 

. . 

. I applaud the members of the commission headed by Mrs. 
Cli~ton for their work. !hey have done a masterful job of 
putting- together a package to address this most difficult 
problem that bas grown, largely without restraint, for many 
years. It 18 my hope that the members of your administration 
will have frequent, ongoing contact on this subject with . 
business leaders, who -- together with the government and its 
ta~ayers -- are responsible for payinq the bill for all health 
care in America. 

Ii., 
. Some have crltic1ze¢ this effort as bringinq too much 

9O~ernm.entinto the free market system. ':he bealth industry
has no free market. Involvement of gov.rnment in the manner 
you propose works to establish a free market and therefore 
allows ~rket forces to work -- market forces that have been 
absent in the past. 

i As I have stated previously, I am seriously interested in 
solutions to our nation's health care dilemma. If I can assist 
you in any way, please call on me. I conqratulate you on the 
progress made thus far, and encourage your continued strong 
support of health care reform, cost containment, ane!· quality
health delivery., 
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F'O U R T H 
PRESBY ,. 

TERIAN 
C H U 'R C H 
A LIClHT IN THI CITY 

,. 

september 22, 1993 

The Preaident. 
The White Hau•• 
w.ahlnqton, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 


I am writinG to encourage you to continue to lead the ~ountry

toward a nev, r.fo~ed health care .yst••• 


I believe that adequate health care is a right and not a privi- . 

1ege, and that the denial of that right de.eana tbe humanity of 
many of our citizens, enables unnecessary suffering, and ulti ­
mately costs ua all aore. . 

As a minister ot thirty yearB and a member af the Board of Pen­
s ions of the presbyterian Church (V. S. A.) which ad.Jlliniaters O\lt' 
health care plan for churoh amployees, I know', presently, how 
critical this i ••ue i8. 


My hope is that the current discussion will continue in the 

months ahead andtbat What. Mrs. Clinton has started will result 
in a new and more equitable situation for all of our people. 

What ia required now, Mr.. President,i8 your articulation of the 
vision of that new day, and your'strongleadership- .. 

. God bless you .. 

Yours faithfully, 

~M'~U~h~~~:~~o~ Pastor . 



SEP 22 	 '93: [31: 44Pt"1 GERONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY , 

The Gerontological Society of America 

RESEARCH, PRACTICE AND EDUCATION IN AGING 

1275 K STREET, N.W., SUITE 350, WASHINGTON, D,C. 20005-4006 
TEL (202)842-1275 • FAX (202) 842·1150 

I, 

September 23, 1993 
!' 

To: pre:sident~ Bill Clinton/First Lady, Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 

From: 	 The Gerontological Society of Arne"rica, 

Qr. Paul Kerschner, Executive Director 


" Subject: Health Reform Initiative 

TheiGerontological Society of America (GSA) salutes and firmly 
supp6r~'s the health care reform agenda put forth by the President 
in his,' speech to the nation on Wednesday evening, September 22, 
1993. " 

"" 

"In so doing, GSA also deeply commends and congratulates the First 
Lady, Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton~ her staff and members of the 
health ;'reform task force for their months of arduous , complex and 
unceasj,.ng hard work on behalf of the "American people.

",".­

~ . 	 . . 

The plan which has been put forth is one of the most complex and 
comprehensive legislative initiatives ever put forth in this 
nation~ It is as if one took attempted toenac::t Social Security, 
Medicare, and" the Civil Rights Bill,simultaneously_ 

It is aboye all, a uniquely American plan which,seeks to integrate 
abiding American concerns fer equity and fairness with realistic 
means of achieving universa:l coverage, ease of at:cess, and controls 
of excessive and inappropriate costs. " 

; 

The .~;:-~sident and the Fir~t Lady have provided the blueprint and 
cOfistru,cted"the foundation, it is now up to the Congress and the 
American people to comple~e the design and provide a health ca~e 
"home lt 

; where all Americans can participate with pride. ' 

The Ge.tontological SOCiety of America and its over 7 1 000 scienti fie 
researchers and practitioners stands ready to assist the 
Administration and the Copgress as they strive to hammer out a 
health:'care program for American in the 21st century. 

http:unceasj,.ng
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Ill:i\:I.:rnCt\RE 

LEADERSHIP 


CellNClL 


. STAteMeNT BY PAMELA G. BAILEY 

IIL.O MEOlA BRla:lNG 


September 22. 1ee3, 10:00 a.m. 


Good Morning. Ji.4y name is Pam Baiiay. and I am PtMident of the Healthcate 

Lfiladership Council. I a~reetate your coming ~ morning. . 


For thase of )'aU .whg ntay not know US. U. HLC Is agroup of some SO leaders 
in Ule health cere indusb'y. HOSQitaIs. managed care insl.f1lnce.·pharmiiICButicaI.
technoloaY. and phy$i~/nurse aectc:n make LIP the Council. The Council originated 
nearly 5 years ago from~cfiSCU$Sions among itS folP.\Cing members eftof'the 10SS 
Presidential eJection. ~ realized 1hGn a crisiS was facifIg our-health care systaTt• 

.	that as a nation we weren't preparad to face up to that grisi!: . And that as leaders In 
the industry they had a res~bllity to provide leaderShip toward retorm. And so, the 
Q:)uncU was create(! ~ the ~ purpose of dave/oPing and adVOcating aCllon on 
consensus soll..1tk;ns to IiIealth c;;:are. 

Today, we appIaLtd President canton'S·commitment to health care reform lind 
his efforts to initiate • ~nc1 d~ion cbo\lt rofoml. The very nature of trlat 
cIisC1J$8ion demonstr* much progress has been achieved since 1he COunCil's 
vreaticIn. Urtlike 5 ye_ago the debate t1is year Is no lOnger over the need for 
refarm, or even the goals. On bOth these pointS all Am(lI.rican$ RgrM. Hmhar. me 
deems wiU now focus or, how to· acnteve our SlWed YlSlCn without compromISing the 
quality, 01C1ee and innoVation that r:haract.erIz.~ uur ._un'" health care system at its
be8t.. 	 . 

. What ha3 also Chcnged in thO pest 6 years has been the deiiwry system itSelf ­
led in many case& by HOL members. Whether Its consolidation of hOspitals and the 
creation Of doctOr and hll)$pftaI networks, the'Cargeting Of R&D atId manufacturing on 
new cost-effective tachnc)logy. or the teOOgtIitit)n by (IIII' iMtJranCe meml'W's that the 
'MUre tor them was JlQ] to merely process ClaIms or manage rtsl<. bUt to mange!'!&!d::a 
~ ... QUr rnembers nave been in the forefrgnt of the rrliiJrk~t JTA-' rtitvolulioll that Is 
now th~ hallmark of !he best, or AmeriCan health care. . 

Let me make it _. These induttry leaders and their oompotlics and 
·institutions ara not protcotOl'Sl of the status quo. Tho), 0tG the opposite. They CU'. the 
riGk takerc. the ones whO welcome and ceek change. In fact. ona of our most serious 
etJnCetftC about th$ Ad~Cft'$ pIen. 89 it h6$ been described so tar, IS the extent 
to Which government ~d Inttuele in me mari<et place revolUtion. USing price OOntrolS 
and "'9l.d:t!ietns to D.Im b~ the ClOCk and stille lnnovalIun - aeallng competition a 
cr&pr:lUng blow by freezinQ In pJac& lhe Status quo. 

So that you can ~tter understand thO implicationD of certain reform options en 
1hOoc who would IrnpIomt,mt them, is Why we're holding thiS t)riefing, Now, I will 
intrcduce aac:h of out' paia066ts and ask them to make brief comments and open the 
floor tQ q\ole'ltlOf1$. 

1;l'Itl Il """-I ~w SlIirf':4M 
w.ua~. nc. ~~ 

~1'.tlj.~"J 
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8TA""*MENT BY PAMELA G. BAILEY, PRESIDENT 

HEAl.THeARE I.EAl)ERSHIP COUNCIL.. IN RESPONSE 


TO PRESI~EN11AL ADDRESS ON HEALTH CARE REfORM 


EM8ABGOED UNTIL I:\:O)..,M Eo-r W@dru:lMay September 22. 'i93 

'~ Claire del Real (202),347-5731 


"" The H1:JId1hCare u.se"""1p Council applauds President anton's commitment 'to 
icamprehensive l't!I'fcmIend beI~ the announcement of the> Clirrton Plett io,tho :HArt 
,;01 e long national discu$tiOn on heIIth care reform. 

, , 

MUCh progress has been aehieved sinee the members of the Ht>.::lltl'\care 
jLaadership Caunoi! fiJ'StijOiMdtogett'ter to fight fer reform neatly five years ago. AS a 
:rasuIt. the 1893 debate Will not be over the need fgr reform, ur "veil Ule goab. On 
'.tx:,a, tnese poIn'CS aI Arqericanl .grn. "caUIt;f.!he debate will now focus on hew to 
:8ctieve aur shared visiOn - without comprcmi$ing the quality. choice. end innovation 
!1hat ""l1li acteI ~ our n~n'S heatttt care' system at itS tMISt. , 

The PtesicSent nae laid doWn h rignt Critttia by which to judge any reform plal'l 
I:" simplicity. 8a'Ang$, security and q'-It)'- To these we would add a fifd\ imporr.am 
,measure - WhetrIer ma'.,aan would anow the raDical reforms that are'taklng place now 
l~n local deliVery systemS to continue, or Whether it would, ~1ulJ al tile status QUO. 

i; ,In the ....ing ~bate we must be honest with ourtelvee about what we know 
,Wilt WOtk. what is just theory, and Whet we know wo,,1t work. Among the question; 
:Americans must uk i:; how secure wl1l the quaf'rty of their families' haalth eatl;t bEl ,if th~ 
;fcdcral government ' 
'I 

• 'takes contioI Of II $9IX) billion $$ClOt Of !he economy? 
•. ~~ $9QO t)IfiOn budget wIIh price COntlOls? ' 

• tunds the new system with mandatory payruU assessment5? 
• &imultanVOWSly (\u1$ S33S bl11ion from Medicare And Medi<iOid over the 

I, 

;1 
next five riare? ' , 

: How secure and simple, we must uk ourseIve$, is a system that requires 
i,VirtWaDY all employers 10: d'l$b~ thetr aJrrent emplOyee nealm' plans' '1M s8M tlleir 
1;8mpJoyets to a governMent eoancy tD choose coverAge? " 

i; 
" 

The worst outCOn:Ie or'thIs debate would be to lase sight of 1ho$e significant 

; polnrs on WI'lIcr1 tnere iS~broad ilgr.,~menL' We c;alI on the President to give ell 

:Americans ~ate reper from fear of job Ioek. pre-exi$ting conditions end ' , 

,.caneelation of <;OVerage. by putting these consensus CICl"flflntl; of his plan 0r'I a bi­
:'partisan fast legislative ~ 
, 
i, 

1100 It SQ'ftt lttW SIIiI( S60 
"'".iIjiftlng'''n, i).t;. 4!1100! 

2(J2!S17·iiSl 
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3500 Pcnnsy Drive _ The world') most 
Landover. Maryland 20785·1691 unusual lumber yards.HECHINUEH 3013411000 

September 21, 1993 

. The president
The White House 
Washington, D~C. 20500 

My dear Mr. President: 

I could not agree with you and the First Lady more that health 
cost containment is the number one economic problem of 
America. In my company of some 18, 000 employ.es, we have been 
experiencing olose to an unreal increase in health oare cost 
oflS' per year. It is as if we are in a banana republic with 

. runaway inflation. 

As we approach the difficult days ahead honinq the details of 
the various parts of the leqislation, I am fully in accord 
with C. Everett Koop's statement that you and Mrs. Clinton 
have "accomplished more J.n health care reform in the past tour 
months than all of your living predecessors put together." 

But, I realize now comes the bard part ot working' out the 
partiCUlars. For even I, as one of your staunch supporters, 
worry about how we/will' pay for SOlDa parts of the program. 

Bestof luckl 

'John w. Hechinqer, Sr. 
Chairman of the Board 

JWH:jb 

http:employ.es
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KAYE DA.1\l1ELS HONORABLE FRANK Eo MOSSNATIONAL ASS~lAtl0NFoRHOME CARE 
CUAIRMANOl'THI',ROARP , SF."lIOR' COIJNSf.f.519 CSTREET. N'.~.. STM'TON PARK 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 2OOO2·!1809 VAL J. IL\LA~NDARl8 STANLEY M. BRAND 

(202) 547-7424. FAX (2Ol) 547·3540 	 Pltr:SIDENT Oli.NSItAL COUNSEL 

'I 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONfACT: SARA ANDERSON 
September 22,'1993 202.S47.7424 

" 

NAHC SUPPORTS KEY ELEMENTS 

OF PRESIDENTtS HEALTH CARE PLAN 


,;cAs'President Bill Clinton fonnally introdu~ his health cme reform package today, the National 
Association for Home Care (NAHe) expresses its support for key elements in the President's American 
Health SecuritY Act of 1993. ',' 

'1 c.ommend PresidentBill Clinton and rust Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton for the aggressive
and historic ef{ons directed towards health care reform. I commend their leadership, their goals. and their 
basic approach. They havetakcn us a long way toward the establishment of the fundamental goal of ' 
creating a national health care system. iricluding long-term care as a basic right for all American.s." said Val 
1. Halamandaris., president ofNAHC., 	 ' 

Although NAHC reserves final judgment until the plan appears in legislative language,NAHC 
applaudnhe following key provisions of the American Health Security ACl of 1993: 

,v 	 ' • 

• Creating a unified national bealthsystem in which health are will be preserved as 
a basic 	right or all AlQericans. , ' ,. ; Making available to all American.~ a uniform packa&e of minimum federal 
benefits while ~servins local flexibility and a pluralistic system allowing health care 
to be delivered m many dift'etent seWngs by many different kinds and combinations of, 

)\ ~~&n', . 
" 

Taldngan important first step toward establishing a national long-term home care '. :' program, guaranteeing ill and disabled Americans for the first time that they can receive 
long-tonn C~ where they most pxefer it-in their own homes. ., SimpUlying paperwork, the current administrative nightmare facing health care 
providers and patients alike. Instead of hundreds ofdifferent fonns and covemge rules, 

,I 

" 


eVCI)' American would have a Health Security Card and a simple standard form would 
be used by every health ,care provider. ' .~ 	 Preserving freedom ofdlolce of practitioners and providers, which is eSsential to 
meeting tile needs of beneficiaries and to maintaining the quality ofcare. 

,,. 	 Recognizing the important role of home care and hospice In' tile Amerlc::an 
acute care system. and guaranteeing coverage of this care. 

! 

, "We applaud the President's leadership and commitment to ensuring that every American will 
have access to high quality, affordable health care~ And we look forward to working with the 
Administration and Congress toward passage of meaningful health can:: reform.II concluded Halamandaris. 

-30.. 



Sept.ember 21. 1993 

Wil!iam Jefferson Clinton 

Pre~iden't of the United States 

The White HOUf:;e 


Washington. D.C. 


Dear PresIdent Clinton: 

Tr'!e Division of Homeland Ministrlee. the, North American mi55ioM arm of the 
. Ct':ri5tian Church (Disciples of Chrlet). wlehee to expre56 our 5Upp0rt. to you for 
your Health Care initla~ves. 

\f,'e support s nationsthealth care policy that Is equitable for all Americans. Such 
a pcl!c.y would have at its core incentives for thoee people who maintain themselves 
ir. goo~ health. We sI.Jpporta plan which encoura~es preventive care. 

Preventive care consist!; of providlne equitat7le acceS5 to mBmm~raphie5. mental 
health care for thoee who need ''t. prOUCtion for people who are phY51cally 
i7att:ert'd. and/or emotionally abueed, and health care. 

We are'aware of the ereat challenge you fsce in your pl..1'1 to provide the UnIted 
States and all U.S. Citizens with a just policy on health care. You are In our 

, prs,)·ers. 

Sincerely, 

~th7"-~'iL 
Ar'1f"l Updegraff Spieth. Preeident 

Homeland Mlnl'trlee 

Christian Church (Oieclples of Christ) 


V 

HQMELAND ,~ MINISTRIES 

Chri8tian ChuRlh (Di8Cipl8S of ChrIst) In the United Statee and Canada 
222 S. Oowney Avenue· P.O. Box 1see· IndianapolIS. Indiana 46206. Phone: (31n 3SS.149'1 Fax: (317) 352-8294 . 
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I CARE OF ARKANSAS, INC. 
Freeway Medeal Center 5810 vi. Tenth Little AocIc, ArklIr1sa8 72204 Tel. (501) 664-747. 

September 22, 1993 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washi~qton, D.C. 20500 

Dear Hr. President: 

I commend you and Mrs. Clinton for your hard work to reform 
America'. healthoare· system. ! am Cha.irman of the Exeout.ive 
Committee of the National Association of Retail Pharmaoists, a 
member of the Community Retail Pharmacy Coalition for Health Care 
Refor~. Our coalitionrep~esentsall of community, retail pharmacy
in Amerioa. 

I am particularly ,leased with your recognition of the 
importance of community retail pbarmacy and its cost saving and 
criticCll role in preventative medicine. I believe that your
effor.ts in healthoare reform deserves the strong ancl active support
·of community retail phar:macy. I iSpplaud your ·expansion or Medicare 
benefits to inolude pharmacist services and prescription drug 
coverage. I also applaud your leveling the playing field in 
respect to the "class of trade" discriminatory pricing policies of 
druqmanufacturers. . . . 

{I 

,'I'he Coalition looks forward. to worlting. with you throuqhthe
coming months and years. 

Sinoerely, . 

., 

GG/pclw 

http:effor.ts
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RIr.HARD E. CURTIS 
rmJum 

.22 September 1993. 

Pre~ident William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President CHnton: 

My Institute colleagues and I greatly appreciate your personal cormrulment to achieve 
health system reform. We support your efforts to se\..'Ure coverage for all Americans, 
regardless of health or job status, as well as the mandated contributions necessary to 
attairi this goaL 

We also strongly support cost containment policies that incorporate choice of competing 
private planstbrough a carefully managed marketplace. Since our inception in the spring 
of 1992, much of our work has foc..'Used on state and private sector developmenL of health 
purchasing alliances. We are currently in the process of establishing a Center for Health 
Purcba~ing Alliance Development at the Institute. 

As a not-for-profit, nonpartisan organization (classified as a SOl (c)(3) organization), the 
Institute does not advocate specific legislative proposals. But as health policy 
professionals who have long (and all too often futilely) worked toward the goals 
embodied in your proposal. we are deeply gratcfu1 for your personal dedication and 
leadership to achieve H humane and affordable American health care system. 

Thank you Mr. President. 



INTERNAlIONAl ASSOCIATION OF PSYCHOSOCIAL REHABIUTAllON SERVICES 
10025 Governor VJgrfield Pkwy. i:30~ Cciumbia, Maryland 21044·3357 

Phone:41o-7~7'90 FPJ(:4,o-7~965 

~QS8 ULEASB' JIOll IXKB1)IATlI DIS'fBnnlTIOJI 

IAPSRSCONTACT PERSON 
" . Ruth Hug-bes PhD, Executive Director 

(410) 730-7190 

clinton Health Be%o:m proposal promise. CommUDity RehabilitatioD 
. ,Programs for People with Serious Xental Ill~esse. ' 

The Clinton Administration's Health Care Reform proposal will, 
" 

" ' 

for th~ first time, make psychiatric rehabilitation and mental, 

heal.th:. services' available to m.illions of people" with mental 
" 

I'

illnesses. The plan takes. steps to end. a history of neglect and 
l" . . 

qrosstlnderfundinq ot essential ' health care services for, people 
t .,' . 

witb se~ious and persistent mental illnesses such as schizophrenia, 

major depression and manic ,depressive disorder. The International 
I '. 

Association ofPsycbosOcial' Rehabilitation serVices, an 

, org-arii~ation representing' ovel- 1600 providers and p~actitioners of 
, '\ ) 

rehabilitation services for people with serious mental illnesses,
11 . . 

suppo~s President Clinton's health care reform proposal. Not only 
\' 

does the proposal introduce universal coverage, portability of 

benefitrs, and elimination of exclusions based, on preeXisting 

conditions, but it offers all Americans access to abroad ranqe of 
mental health benefits. 



,..., 

., 


People with severe and persistent mental illnesses experi~~ce 

functional impairments that diminish a person's ability to live 

independently and sustain interpersonal relationships with family, 

friends ana co-workers. coqnitive deficits result in difficulties 

in thinkinq through and planninq tasks, or makinq decisions. The 

." -qoal of p~ychiatric rehal)illtation is to restore the person IS 
., 

ability for independent living, socialization and effective life 

management through an experiential learning process in the 

cODl!llUnity. 

The Administration's proposal requires all regional health 

alliances include community. base~ psychiatric rehabilitation 

services for individuals with serious mental illnesses in their 

st~~dard benefits package. 

Agencies that provide psyChiatric rehabilitation reinforce 

national efforts to reduce health care costs while providing 

quality care. These community based services bave proven results 

reducing costly inpatient hospitalizations, ,while introducing 

copinq strateqies for symptom management, and teachinCJ people 

ski11s that promote independence. 

Althouqh the Administration has, introduced a compr,ehensive 

mental health benefits package, the proposal contains significant 

limits for mental health 'services until the year 2001, Which exceed 

those lilllits placed on services for physical illnesses. People 

with severe and persisten~ mental illnesses a~d children will be 
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.,i. 

partic~larly affected by these arbitrary limits. 

We are pleased that the Administration has p.romised to 

eliminate discriminatory portions of the benefit packaqe by the 
), 

year ~OOl • A promise however is not a guarantee. The 

. ' . Xnternational Association o~ Psychosocial Rehabilitation Services 

withmem,er agencies that, serve persons with mental illness in 

every state are working' with the entire mental health c'ommunity to 

ensure.' that these promises are fulfilled. . Congress must pass 

healtb :,care reform that leg-1slates these historic changes, assurinq 

all Aliiericans that nondiscriminatory coveraqe· and lUe~icaJ.ly 

necessary care for mental and physical illnesses :becomes a reality. 

.. * * * * ,I 

70r more info:aatioD, members o~ the me4ia .re encou:age4 to 
contaot Ruth Buqhes at (410) 730-7190. Also refe: to the attacbe4 
8!lc1osures that p:ov148 more 4etails u.out· serious mental illnesses 
an4 th~ effectiveness of pSJchiatric rehabilitation. 

contact persolls representing' co_uity aqGnoies tlU"ouqhout the 
.aticD: that provi4. pSfohia.tric z:eJla:bilit.at.ioll a.:e availula to 
speat,~ith .ember. of thepra.a. . 

.,
;', 

" 
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOClATION OF PSYCHOSOCIAL REHABILITATION SERVICES 

10025 Govemor War.ield PKwy, #301 Columbia, Maryland 21044·3357 

Phcne: 410-73(}'719O FAU<:410-13(}'S965 

Alex, from People Encouraqinq people -- an agency in Baltimore, 
Maryland, bas generously allowed IAPSRS to share his story with you 
and members of the press. Dimitrios cavathas, a PEP statt person 
has provided us assistanca. 

" ' 

Ala t • stOrt 

" 

My name is Alex and I Ul a person afflicted with • mental 
illness. I am diagnosed as havin<1 paranoid schizophrenia. X would 
like to tell you a litt.le bit about myself so that people can 
understand what people like m.e <10 throuqh. Growinq up, . I baCt 
experiences of hearinq voices. My teac:::hers at school would tell m.e 
not to 1isten to the voices and not worry about people' s thouqhts. 
'l'bey said this woUld lead. up to a lot· of trouble in the future if 
I diCt not try to deal with this; they were right. There was no 
reason why these voices and thoughts started happening, they just 
did. Instead of qoinq to school, I spent a lot of times in 
hospitals. I have had more than four hospitalizations that lasted 
a wh.ile. It was definitely not fun. I vas even overmedicated one­
time and I vas like a vesetable. Even thouC;h I had. all these 
problems, I still c:rot my diploma in connecticut. .. Finally at age 
25, I am on my way to becoming more independent" and bei.n<1 part of 
the co_unity. ·1 owe much of this progress to the psychiatric
rehabilitation proqram that I att.end, People Encouraqing People. 
To understand what a community rehabilitation proqru does, let. me 
tell you about ~E:P. . 

PEP is Maryland.' S la.rqest psychiatric rehabilitation program
for persons with mental illness. The participants range from 18 
through senior .cit1zenship. The consumers can access an' array of 
services and. opportunities Which include: independent livinc:r 
skills, case manaqem.ent, community housinq, education, jOb traininq 
and placement and transportation training'. The proqraDl is divide 
into three c!epartments. They are the Depart::ments of Rehabilitation 
Services, Vocational Services, anCl Residential services. Together 
they comprise a c:::omprehensive program that is designed to restore 
or discover each individual's sense of self-value and involvement 
in everyday situations. By promoting self-awareness, PEP is able 
to assist our clients vith t,akinq control of their own health, 
appearance, diet and social well-being. 

PEP is an outstanding example of the accomplishments that can 
come out of the public and private sectors working together. It is 
a program which works in collaboration with Baltimore Mental Health 
Systems, Inc. Sinai Hospital tead Aqency ConsQrtium. This 
arrangement is not only more economical than the state hospitals, 



'. 

it is also more productive ,for people like me. When I was in the' 
hospital, it was like I Was dead. There was nothing to do. 
However ' when I came to PEP, I, learned how to be proc1uctive and I 
was tr~ated 1ike a human being. ' " 

I.nvolvement in a psychiatric rehabilitation proqram does lDany 
things itor :me. Case management assists :me in getting my medication 
and keeping my appoint:men~s with tbe.doctor. They help me with 
entitlements and any leqal or technical problems that I have. For 
example, they assisted me to register to vote and help me to 
understand my medical bills. They help lIIe communicate with other' 
aqenci~s if I need to. . 

The Young Adult Group that I attend helps meqet back on my
feet and into the community. ~he Younq Adult Counselor helps me 
learn .how to deal with people and talk to others better. My 
counselor helps me learn how to look at businesses and how to 
bebave; while working. Be also teaches :me how to use the public
transportation system so I can qet around. I. also learn how to 
budget;' my money and pay bills. The Vocational Counselor helps me 
qet a job and teaches me how to fill out an application and how to 
act in: an interview. 

"I , . 

PEP has also helped me qet out of the, hospital, out of my
house,:: and become more ind.ependent. I learn how to ,live on my own. 
If it wasn't for proqrams like PEP, I would· probably still be in 
the hospital instead of living in the community. 

Z:, am so happy now that I can act 1 ike a real person instead of 
a veg~table in the hospital. I now have a volunteer job at a. 
hospital as an orderly. I: am doing very well anc5:it feels g-reat to 
be workinq. I hope in the near future that I will get a paying 
job. I have been on clozaril* for a while Which has really helped 
me O?t,. I really feel that I am qetting :my life in order. The 
hospl.tal never hel~d me become a real person, a person who is 
nOrJlUlI:· and lives and acts normal. PEP has helped_.ebe_.like. 
everyone else: normal. The qovernment should giVe money to places 
like PEp·so other people like :me can get help and live a normal
life. . . 

,. 

• Cl~I'! Is • piyehotroplc ledfcatf~ , 
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Interreligious 
Health Care 
Access 
Campaign 

110 Maryland Avenue. NE 
Box 26. Suite 504 
Washington, DC 20002 

phone: 202-543-5878 
fax: 202-546-5103 

BiShop Leontine T.C. Kelly 
The United Methodist Church 
Ptesldent 

Sarah Nilylor 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America 
Chairperson 

Roger N. Pohl 

United Church of Christ 

VIce ~Jrperson 

A Cooperative Project 
with 
INTERFAITH IMPACT for 
Justice and Peace 
and 
the N.tiOOilI Council of the 
Churches of Christ In the USA 

seeking 
a national 
health care plan 

\ which serves 
everyone 


LUTH. O~F. DC 

September. 23, 1993 

President William J. Clinton 

Office of the Presiaent 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear Mr. President, 

On behalf of the Interreligious Health Care 
Access Campaign, I want to affirm the work that 
you and The First Lady have done to address the 
crisis in our nation's health care system. The 
Health Security Aet of 1993 is a positive step in 
the :r-ight direction. by proposing improvements in 
health careaeeess. 

It is absolutely unacceptable that millions 
of people in the United States do not currently 
have aecess to comprehensive benefits· paekage.
It is absolutely unaeeeptable that many of our 
health eare providers are not even olosely
reimbursed for the eost of caring for low-income 
people. It is unaceeptable that our current 
system encourages abuse, fraud and greed at our 
people's expense. It is time to find the cure 
for the current illness which exists in our 
healtheare delivery system. 

The Interreligious Health Care· Access 
campaign, representing close to 80 faith - based 
groups, has worked over the past five years to 
promote universal aeeess to health eare and 
systemic reform. We have worked to address the 
issues of compaSSion and equity in the current 
health care delivery system. 

Early on in the Campaign's history we 
formulated a "Working Principles II document to 
articulate the values of concern that we are 
eommitted to. These values address t.he issues of 
aocess, benefits, eost oontainment, finaneing,
and choiee. This document serves as the lens 
through which we assess; analyze, and formulate 
our value-based response to legislative
proposals. 

The Interreligious Health Care Access 
Campaign is. a current manifestation of long
religious involvement both in providing health 
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care and in health policy. We look forward to working with your
administration and Congress in th~ coming months for comprehensive
reform of the current health care system. 

Very t~uly yours, 

u 
). 



7&00 Col';lOnlte Cer.\eI' Dtiw! 
Milft'li. Florida 11126 
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DRAFT 

Septembel'" 20, 1993 

President William 'Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am pleased to endorse the Administration's health care reform plan. Your, goal to 
gual"SDtec comprehensive health coverage for all Americans regardless of health or 
employment status is a most worthy andimpor1:aDt cause and one in which all 
Americans will benefit. A plan that would secure access to quality health care J 

preserve the right to choose your doctor. bring escalating costs under control and 
establish fairness for those 'Who pay, deserves the support of all Americans. I am 
eommitted to helping you bring Americans together for a healthier Amel"ica. 

John Alden Life Insurance Company insures more than 1'10,000 small businesses in 
47 states. As an insurer of small businesses typiallly ranging from 2 to 5 
employees, John Alden is acutely aware of the need to keep quality health care 
affordable for its cru.stomers. Many of us who work at John Alden believe tm.,t with 
your plan, the costs of hea1,th care borne by those small businesses that have 
provided insurance to their employees will be more fairly distrl"butedacross all 
employers, both large and small, as well as employees. . 

Please count on us for BUppoI·t throughout the health care debate. We look f01"W8l'd 
to belping you make the Americ:an dl'eam of universal aocess to health care a reality. 
Good luck! 

Sincerely, 

William H. Mault, Jr. 

WHM:jfe 



DRAPT PRESSREtlASE 

CONTACT: Maggie Simpson 
(202) 429-1965, ext. 290 

FOR·. IMMEDIATE RELEASE; 
september 22, 1993 

PRESIDENT I S PLM IS EFFECTIVE BLUEPRINT FOR SBAI..TH CARE REFORM 

i 

Statement by Becky cain, President 
·t The League of Women· voters of the tJnited States· 

The:President I 9 health care: reform paokage marks a critical step forward. 
It lqill fix fundamental flaws in our na1:ion' s health care system. 

~his is real rsform. ~he plan provLdes fo~ universal access and for 

stringen1: cost contrel measurss -- the two most tmportant criteria set 


'forth by teague membersafte~ mo~e than three yea~.of studying the health 
care crisis. 

tlncier the plan, Americana will Qe covered no matter where they live, where 
theY work or how much they earu. iJ:'he plan's asic benefits package. will be 
a. 1:100.0. t.o people's health,. espaeially for women. For the f.irst time, all 

.. Americans will be guarantee~ coverage for pr~tive, primary andac:utB 
car~; and reproduct.ive beal1:h servLces, including abortion, are in the 

. plari. .Mental health services and long-term care ~e alsQ included, but are 
limited to keep coste down •. 

,'. , 

Amori9 the plan's most 'critica1 .features·are its built-in cost control· 
mec~anlGms. Millions of Americans are losin9 the battle to keep up wit.h 
rising health care costs and ~illions more cannot even afford the most 
basic health care coverage.' Health care coats have doubled since 1980 and 

Ewi1i double a9a.i.n by the year 2DCC unless strong action is taken. By 
standard.izing forms, intrOQucing nEIW competitive structures and limiting 
spending, the plan has effective ways of cutting waste and reducing costs. 

The:'presidant's health care plan ill! not perfect, but it iii fair.tt will· 
neeq some fine-tuning in the legislative precess. For example, citizen 
participation must be included in all aspects of the plan's implementation 
to ensure that government-~ponsored programs are responsive to citizens' 
needs. 

Heafth care refOrm will need Qipartisan support. The Leaglli'l i t;I I?not:n..lraqe<:! 
that many of the goals for reform are now shared by key ~ers of both. 
poli1:ic a.l puties on Capitol Hill. congress must not lose sight of the 
eo~sof inaotion onthie critical issue. There will be no pe~fect 
solution to this crisis. We need a viable plan 1:hat gives all Americans a 
more humane health care sys1:em. The President's plan is an effective 
blueprint for reform. 

i' 

--30­



T· 

For more lnfonnatloD, COD~ct: 
Deborah Briceland·Bet1s, 202-434-~144 

.PrWdent'S HeaJtb Reform PropOsal Praised for Its 'VIsIon on LoPg Term Care 

The Long Term Care Campaign. a diverse 137 member national coalition, applauds 

President Clinton for his leadership in sceld.ng to reform the national·health care system and for 

his vision in including long term care services as an integral part of that effort. The President's 

P1OPOsal is a substantial and positive step forward. The plan empbasizes the importance of 

helping individuals and families choose appropriate services at home and in the community 

without diminishing the services currently available in nursin& bomes and other settings. 

ftWe will fully support the President's effort to provide help for families struggling to 

care for a chronically m member at home and to provide greater independence for people with 

disabilities, ft said the Alzheimer's Association's Stephen McConnell, who chairs the Long Term 

Care Campaign Board of Directors. ftThe l4ng Term Care Campaign will mobilize its grass­

roots network to ensure that Americans know about the long ~ care benefit and that they call 

. or write their Member of Congress to let them know how important this long term cafe program 

is to their families and to real health reform.· 

The campaign is pleased that the President's proposal will help people of all ages: not 

only those caring for aging parents, for instance, but those caring for a chronically ill child, an 

adult with life long severe disability trying to become more independent, or a young family who 

-MORE­
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is struggling because a wage-earner has been severely disabled by an accident or illness. The 
, , 

new ·persbnal assistance services" benefit will make a major difference in the ability of people 
T' 

, " 
ofall ages with severe disabilities and chronic illness to remain in the community, take jobs, and 

maintain their independence. 
" 

Th,e President's plan would provide security for the average American, because hard­

working families and retiring seniors will n,o longer have to impoverish them~lves before they 

can get help, as they must under the present system. Instead, the home and community-based 

~ ·will be available to all based on their physical and cognitiv~ need. 

-Importantly, the President's proposal will provide America's families with choices they 

doIl't have under our current system. It will provide the option to receive care where people 
, 

,most want to receive it, at home and in the community,· said ,AARP's 10hn Rother, also a 

Campaign Board member. ·People Will no longer have to feel that going into a nursing horne 
" 

is the orily choice they have.· 

~In addition, this proposal would begin to support family Jmembers, most or whom arc 

women. 
" 

who now provide the bulk of care,· said the Older Women's League's joan Kuriansky, 
i 

another:' Campaign Board member. 

...:The proposal also contains necessary built-in cost containment mechanisms to prevent 

costs from spiraling out of control• 

.,The Long Term Care Campaign is a coalition of 137 national organizations representing 

more than 60 million people nationwide. The member groups include those representing nurses, 

children, seniors, veterans, women" people with disabilities.. unions, religious denominations, ' 

and racial and ethnic groups. The Campaign is dedicated to enacting legislation. to protect 
. . 

American families from the devastating cost of long 
, 

term care. 


-MORE- . 
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Additional infonnation about long term care and The Long Term care Campaign's 
activities can be obtained from: 

Stephen McConneJl 
Chair, LTCC Board of Directors; 
Senior VICe President of Public Policy 
Alzheimer's Association 
202·393-m7 

Jobn Rother 

Seaetaryfl'reasurer , 

LTCC Board of Directors; 

Director of Legislation 

& Public Policy 

Ameri:an Association 

of Retired Persons 

434-3701 


Joan Kurlausky 

Executive Director 

Older Women's League 

783-6686 . 

. Marty Ford 
AssisIant Director 
Governmental Affairs 

The Arc 

785-3388 

JImFuman 
Executive Director 
United Seniors Health Cooperative 
393-6222 

Riehard hUer 
Director, Health Policy Program
Development . 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
872·1300 

Steve Rep.nsb'eit 
American Federation of State County 
and Municipal Employees Retirees 
202-429-1274 

Samuel J. Simmons 
Chief ExecutiVe Officer 
National Caucus and Center 
on Black Aged, Inc. 

.202-637-8400 . 

Deborah BrlceIand-Betts 

National Campaign Director 

Um& Tenn Care Campaign 

202-43~3744 
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i. 
Dennis Ludwig 

Ludwig Pharmacy 
2590 Baseline Road 
Boulder, CO 80303 

(303) 499-2121 

september 22, 1993 

President 
The VVhite Houso 
Washington. D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President. 

I am writing to commend you on your efforts to reform the Health Care system. Your 
commitment and Mrs. Clinton's commitment to this reform deserves my strong support. 

I am a OQmmunity pharmacist owning my nwn store in Boulder, Colorado. I wish to 
thank yo.u for including many 'of the suggestions advanced by the Community Retail 
Pharmacy Coalition for Health Care. reform. 

f: Sincerely. 

,.. :~.P /'1/'1 ;:;. (.?t."Wf3-4 
Dennia Ludwig 

~ , 

., 
;:,. 

,., 
il 



MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL 


Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

16 September 93 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenu~ 
Washington 20036, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

As you announce the health care·reform legislation so 
thoughtfully crafted by you and your wife, we of the, 
Massachusetts General Hospital want to congratulate you both on 
your willingness to tackle such a difficult issue, especially one 
with great potential for negative political fall-out. 

The American people and those who provide them health care are in 
desperate need of a more rational, equitable and less wasteful 
system. The launch of your legislative proposal is a necessary 
start to what will undoubtedly be a highly vi$ible and energized 
debate. We can assure you that we do all that we can to make 
certain that it is enlightened debate focused on outcomes that 
will best serve the nation. 

With appreciation of your.' efforts, I am, 

J. Robert uchanan, M.D. Richard R. Crater 
General Director Chief, Operating Officer 
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" Thirty-Eight Uental Health Organization. React To 
Clinton' Health Aeform Proposal 

MIllions of peoplA 81J1'fartng from mental Hlnesses will for thO firSt time have aecelt to health 
care lundtr the hiltorie reforms propocod by the Clinton Administration - Inoluding universal 
coverage, portability of bonofito and elimination of exclusions baaed on preexisting conditions, 
ThirtY-elght (30) members of the M~al Hea.lth Llaisc:m Group commend ttle AdnlinislruliufI 
for rO~l5ing pulJljg attlfnliun on the needs of Americans with mental IIInessM ann nn thA 
destructive Impact of mlntal Illn8S8" as a major public 'u~altn proolem., 

We are pleased that the AdmInistration has promised to elimlnat~ discriminatory limits on tile 
~I heallh benentby Ihe Yflur 2001, but a promise 1& not a guarantee. The currant PrnpoAAl 
Is an Impnrtam first step. Even so, the proposed initial beneftt contains signifioant limits on 
neec:I,d services for Individuals with mental illnesses who require more Intontivo 
paychotherapy. oornmunlty aorvices or.hospltal care, and it fails to meet the special needs of 
chlldfen. The Mental Health Uaiaon Group and Its members will .oullliuue lu wppurt 
ngnc.l~ory GaVtlrag8 of all medically and psychoIogIcaUy neroeMAry t'.I!1fA IIntii the 
prarnlaa of comprehensive benefitS is ieallzed. 

For tpo long _ety has failed to recognize the reality of mental IIlnes$es and the suffering they 
cause. Mental health care I1lI.l:It bw provided DI1 a par with that available for other Illnesses. 
Acmrdlngly, we are conoemed With any cosl"sharing requlramants that may be so excessive as 
to place the benefit outside tho financial means of many Amorlc:ln!l. MontCli health ~ro iG Q 

oontrcilable and coat-effective benefit that can lead to algnlflGant national savings In overa!! 
health care coats and will reduce losses to lhe 8CUOOI11Y due to absenteeism. Impaired 
productivity and daath.' . 

w. ~mmend the AdmlniGtra.tJon for initiclting h8l1l1hcare reform and offer our asaistance to the 
Adminiatraticn and Congress In the months to Q)Rl8. 

The Manta! Health Liaison Group 1$ a WaShington. DC.based coalition of national organ!z:atlonc 
ropr~:senting consumers, famU)' member., advocates, profoe&lonni& and providcro. 

(MORE) 

NC:rtIc~1 OI'\jJC'JnlECitiOru re~ntlng CONU!'1")8Q, family members, Cld\toeatea, profe6!lonalS and provlders 

1730 Rhode llland Av4N"ll.Ht toNI • SUIte 308 • Wad'llngton DC 20036-3101- TEl: 200·"5-8826 - f:AX: 200-650.7613 

http:Av4N"ll.Ht


raycoIi: 1/ I'lf t u , (HJI I! I! I I:IJ 

FRor'l:POLlCY RESOURCE CTR T-692 P~,8~2=---______SEP 22 '93 18:03 TO: 8720688 

The foUowlng thirty-eight organizatIons have endorsed this' statement: 

National AssociatIon of State Mental Health Program Director. 

Dr. Cllrke Ro••, Deputy Executive Director 

202.124.5837 


Amerloan Psychoanalytic AI80ciatian 

Suaan Lazar. liD 

S01.38S.0S7S 


American Aeeoclatlon of Private Practice Psyohlatrlsts 

LI.rene. C. Sack, liD 

202.S13.8982 


Amerloen A••Delation of Pastoral Counselor. 

Ca•••r A. Glollto. PR Consultant 

202.1525.7587 


National Fed.ratlon of Societies for Clinical Social Work 

Su.an Horne Quantannen.. LCSW. National Legislative Ch.-Ir 

709.970.4351 


International A••aclatlon of Psychosoc'al Rehabilitation Service.' 

Ruth A. Hugh••, Ph.D., EXGoutlve Director 

410.'110.7'10 


National Uental H.alth A••oelatlon 

Gina White, Director of Meala Affairs 

708.8SI.fSIO 


Natlona. ASloclatlon Of P8yelllatric Health Syatems 
C.rol, Szplk, Dlreetor of Communlcatlona 

202.383.8700 


National Alliance for the Mentally III 
Farrell 'Itch. Director of CommunIcation. 

703.&24.7800 


National A,.oclatlo-:a of Sooleal Worker. 

LUGY Sanohez. Dlr.~tor Public Relatlcm8
0' 
101.408.8600 

Amerloan A••oelaUon of Chlldr'.n·, Aesldantlal Centerl 

Claudll C. Waller, executive Dlr.ctor 

202.831.1804 


·Amertcan Counseling A.soclatlon 
L...IY Cope.and, PubliC Relationa Coordinator 
703.12S.1800 
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r 
NatIonal!, Council of Community, Mer-tal Hosltho.ro Center. 

Joanne Petro, Dlreotor of Merkotfng and CommunloDtlon. 
$Q'I.tl4.1200 . 

Amerloa.n A••colatlon for Marriage arid F.mlly Tha,rapy 
John Hutchlne. Public Information Mlnager 
102.452.0108, ext 106 

Amerlca~ Plychlatrlc ASloclation 
John BI.mphln, Director af Public Affair. 
202.812.8138 

'.' 

,Amerlca~ Psychological A.soctatlon 
Lynette ClervD, Di,ector of Public Relations 
20~.338.SB98 

" 
Family 'Service. America, Ino. 

PaLilo Purcell, Communh:atione Speglallat 
414.850.1040 \ 

I· 

. AmerlGan A.soclatlon for, Partial' Hospitalization 
Larry B••t. Government, Relations Specialist 
101.838.2274 

!i 

Anxiety !~ PISOrdars ASSOCiation of America 
.lerllyn Ro••, PreSident 
301.231.1350 

Child . 	W,lfar. League of Amarlca. 
JDyce -John.on, Pr@u S.cr.terv 
2C2.838.20S2 

d \ 
American Aoademy of Child and· Adolescent Peyetliatry, 

Mjry Croabr. DlreGtgr of Government Affair. 
20~.HI.7100 

Amerlcal1 Family Foundation 
Herbert Ro.,dale. Prelldent 
212-148 .. 711* 

" 
Amerlca~ Occupational Therapy Association 

Donna Shlnk 
30,1 848-1821 

American Orthopayehlatrlc A'loelation 
Karen Kun 
11,1-IS4-&770 

" 
American P.yohologlca. Society 

Donnl Shlnk 
2cf2.lIn~2077 

\\ . 
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A••oclaUon of Mental Health AdminIstrator. 

EUtn LaCuno 

70'· ... '0·112. 

Bazalon Center for Mantal Health Law 
Jos.ph Mine. 

202-417·5730 


The Center for VletlmB of Torture, 

John SalzberG 

202-216-' 1 80 

Cult Awareness Notwork 

David aerdln 

20a"'51'-8 oe It 


The !mploye~ Asslltance ProfeSSiOnals A••oelatlon 

Maureen Kerrigan 

703-522-1272 

Federation of Behavioral, Peychological and Cognitive Science. 

Sarah ,Evana 

202-331-5820 

,NatIonal Organization' of State A••oelatlona for Children 
p-, Holnz 
202 .. ata-8111 , 

World Aeeoelatlon for Paycho.oolal RehabUltation, U.S. Branc;;h 
Murr, Itjl;kowltz 

201·784-8400 


NaUona' AI8oclalion or protection and Advocacy SYltems 

Stulrt Campbell 

202-408-8114 


Natlona' A.loclallon of P8vchlatrlc Treatment Canters for Children 
Jo, Mldma .. 
202 ..116·'828 

Natlona' Depreeeive and Menio-Depreeeive Aeeoelatlon 

Sua.n Dlm.-Meenan 

812-041-0041 

National Pound.tlon tor Depreeslve IlInass 

Oebl»l Honoror 

212..2&8.4280 

Children and Adult. with Attention Deficit Diaorder 

Wad. Horn 

301-848·0511 
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MILITARY OROE,R OF THE PURPLE HEART 

CHARTERED BY CoNGRESS 

NUIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 
f.1H~ BACtcUCIC ROAD 


SPRlHGFIELO.VA 99.i~I-AflAt) 


Ooa • .,2·1HO (FT6-Nt-$GIill) 


OFFICe: OF: National COmmafiQer 

September 21, 1993 

BilIary Rodham Clinton 
The Wilite House 
1600 ;:pennsylvania Avenue 
Washinqton, DC 20500 

,I 

Deari:Mrs. Clinton: 

It gives me ,a great deal of pleasure to inform you that the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart of the USA, an organization of 
combat wounded veterans, endorses the VA Participation in the 
National Bealth Plan as outlined by secretary Brown in a recent 
briefing to the Veterans Service Organizations. We hope that the 
Secretary's plan will be adopted as part of the National Health 
PlAn. ' 

:' 

Sinoerely,
1 

; 

m~~.-\"\ 
HICHAEL D. TOMSEY 
NAt.i;cnal Co_nc1er 

HD'l'/hrc 

EXOWSIVELY FOR COMSAT WQUNOEO VETERANS 

-




SENT BY:Xerox TelecoPler 702' i-22-S3 ~:L3PM; {.vi. <+;;)0 O{.IO.". {. 

THE MILLS GROUP 

Employee Benefits Consulting & Brokmge 

10600 ARROWHEAO PllrvE 9 pmDMONT CENTER 
SUlTEl90 . SUI'l'BI02 
PAlRPAX, vrRCINIA 22OaO ATI..M'TA, CBORGIA 30305 
(103) m.a2G (4.04) 238-9190 
MX (703; SSl-8ZSS l"hX (404) 26203427 

September 22, 1993 

Hon. WIlliam. Jefferson Clinton 

The President of the United States 

The White House . 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 


.'Wuhington, DC 2OS00 

Dear Presidem Cllmon: 

AI. a health care insurance broker, an owner of two small businesses, and a founder of 
. Bu~dneLc;s for Social Responr.ihilify, I am writing to expres& my SIlpt)Qrt of.your vitally 

important initiative to reform our health care system. ' 

'lbe system u we bow it today iimply must be changed. The Mills Group has spent the : 
last teD years in corporate b~ts departments aDd board rooms assisting emplaycI1 in the 
ethical and fjnRodal struggles of determining who will be e1i1l'ble for what coverages and 
who W111 pay what portion Of the premium. We feel like doctors serving a te1'11lina1 patient 

We have observed the UDtenableparadox of people beiDg denied coverage because they . 
. need care. All of us know of peOple who are afraid to or cannot ehqe jobs beCause they 
are afraid of losq health care benefits.' 'Ibis is not the American way. 

We praise your efforts to embrace and enforce a free market",yet manaicd. process. We 
encourage you to strive fora hf&bly competitive market environment. to. contrOl costs• 

. In order to provide coverage to all, there must be sharing and giving. In that context. as you 
reinvent govemment, rn be remventiDg my health :insurance brokerage business. Perhaps 
1can avall myself of the resources of dieSBAI. .. 

Thank you and Mrs. Clinton for demonstratirag the leadership in undertaking this enormous 
task. We vigorously applaud your efforts. . 
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September 21, 1993 

,. 

'.The Pres':ident 

The·White House 


'Washingtpn, DC '20500 
':,; 
1'1 

Dear Mr •. President: 

At a time when oriein every three c;hildren in the United States 
. depends leither on Medicaid or on charity to pay for health care; we 
commend .your effort to move the' nation toward comprehensive heal.th 
care reform.' . 

),,' 

'. 1,. ' 
• . • jf , ' ' ~' 

Webell!eve reform will enhance both medical security for the 

nation'~ 65 million 'children and peace of mind for their parents. 

We are~specially impressed by thecorn...·uitment· of yourself and the 

First 'L~dy to ensuring 'al,l children have access to' appropriate 

health. pare,becaus~"it .18 suchan important investment .. in ~he 

nation 'a; future. '.'.'.: . 


, ( 

As your1:legis'lation 'u~folds,children' s hospital~ will c:ontinueto 

work wi1:h youandConqress:to In,ake sur~ that the financing ,elements 

of the,:plan take intoacc()unt~_the plain 'fact that one size won' t 

fit all. -- that· childrert are different from adults and have 

different needs.' . ,,' " 

;, . '.' 

Your l~~d.erShipis invalu~bieto the nation's efforts to achieve, " 

at lOtlg:: ~ast, the goal' of healthcare coverage for all Americans. 


"'.<, : 

1 . 

~~a. 
.' Lawrence A. McAndrews 

,. 
" 

,~ -*­
~D8~:nr3 
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BOLD FOR RELEASE, Until 9:00 pm (EST) For more information contact: 
Wcdncaday, September 22, 1993 TIffany ErieJacn (202) 4OS"()223 

. . A. Statement of LaIT)'S. Gage. President 

~, National Association or Public Hospitals


fI:.~OD lbe IatroductiOD or President cUatoa'. Beallb PIau. 


'" WasbmltOD. D.C. - President Bill Clinton has today offer«f Americans our best opportuDity in over 
half I century to join the famlly Of clVlltzed nations that make adequate health care a basic rtpt Of citizenShip. 
NAPH strOne1)' supports President CURton in this historic effort ana will work with him to achieve enactment 
of bealth reform as swiftly as possible. We simply cannot afford to let this opportunity sUp away, like so many 
others in the last SO years. 

NA'PR' member hospitals. together with a frAgile network of health centers and other public hf'.Alth 
providers are today the providers oflast resol1 for the uninsu.red and under insured in most mettopoUtan areas. 
In otfoct, OUt mcmbOfs have served for years as an institutional tlnational health plan- in the absonoo ofuDivcrse.l 
insW'uce coverage. In many cases, !.hey provide the ~ heaJth services for low income urban residents, 
regardless of whether or DOC they have coverage. At the same lime. these provIders train a subsuntlaJ Dumber 
of our nation's doCtOt'S, nunes. and other health professionals. and often serve as the oDly provider of many 
costly, specialized services, such as tta~a c.are, burn care, neo--natal intensive care, bilh risk pregaancy
,em",. aDd emereeacy pSychiatric care. 

It it Important In pnint nut that the Rituatinn nf !helle safety net pmvidetR continue!l tn wni'Ren. The 
ution's urban public hospitals continue to be burdened by multip1e crises - including persistent state and local 
bud,etsbortfQJ1s - escallt1n, federal and state curbs on Mecli~a.id eligibility and spoading - ~ntinuing im..'TetlSes 
in the munber of uninsured and UDder- insured - and an increasing iubUity or unwillingness of many providers 

. to abtft uncompensated costs to privately Insured patlcms. for aU of lbeae reasons, enacUnenl of health 
reform must DOW be our most important domestic policy priority. 

NAPH believes that President Cinton', proposal is an outstanding foundation for achievUla health reform. 
There is much to admire In die President's plan, includins Its commilll'lent to UDiversal and mandatory covera,ge ­
- its commitment to prevention and primary care in thG CQnt~t of a ,enerous uniform benefit packqc - its 
proposal· to community rate premiunutor aU. as well as to adjust premiums to reflect such facton as health and 
inoom~ IWUS - its wiJl1nJncu to subsidize premiums lor low b1comc individuals and amall bvaincaaos - ila 
atteDtiOD to the ,pedal access and infrastructure needs of underserved areas and academic health centers - to 
name j~ • few. 

Of couno, NAPH (like othen) will want to rai~c a Dumber of specific issues and questions durin& the 
forth(;()min, debate. Based on our preliminary rcadin, of the President's plan. those issues aDd concerns wUl 
include the suitability of "managed competition- in the near term for some undeserved urban and rural areas·­
the treatment of populations excluded under the plan, such IS undocumented· immiarants and prisoners - 1ht 
proposed elimination of Medicare and Medicaid disproportionate share hospital adjustments, which finance a 
broad rlDle of cascmiaJ scrvl=s, blcludin& many thAI ate not proposed IS part of the benefit packllC .• and 
cuneerna regarding tbesc:opc II1Id le\'eJ of suppurt of pruposed initiatives fur -essential I"CSS providers·, 
lufrutruetunJ improvement, public beillb, heIJlh manpower, and lcademic health centeno 

Howevert we wisb to make crystal clear Ibal we will be raising these questiOns and Issues from aPOSitiOD 
of support and encouraaement. not opposition or obstruction. ud NAPHta goal. Uke to President"t will be the 
earliest possible cnactmcat of comprehensive national health reform. 

"" 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACf: SHARON FISCHMAN 
SEPTEMBER 2~, 1993 202·328..5160 

!, 

STATEMENT. OF MARCIA GREENBERGER ANPNANCY, DUFf CAMPDE.LL•. 
CO-PRESIDENTS OF THE.NATIONAL WOYSN'SLAW CENTER, " 

IN SupPORT OF PRESIDENT'CLINTQN'S HEALTH REFORM ·PLAll 
i. 

For decades. the health needs of women in the United States have been undedunded, overlooked 
and cut out ofkey health programs. Correcting these inequities is Jong overdue. President· 
Clinton'&health refonn plan can make comprehensive health care a realitY for all American women. 

President Clinton' s health care plan contains cridcal improvements in health care for women. All 
women, regardless of age, economic or health status. will have access to health insurance. Whether a 
woman is employed, where she is employed, or the size of her employer will not dictate her eligibility for 
insurance. And c~anging jobs will no longer put women at risk of losing their insurance. 

: .
The benefits package is important, for women as well It guarantees prevenlive health services that 

run the gamut from routine checkups for pre~twomen to diagnostic and screening services such 88 
mammography ari~ pap smears. It also provides reproductive health care, including family planning,
abortion and mate~ity services. .... 

The Center supports the plan, and is committed to woddng throi1&h the 1cgisladve process to build 
on irs iJnportant principles. Part·time workers, nearly two-thirds of whom are women. need greater
protection; long-term care servi~ should be broadened; and key diagnoStic and screening services like 
pap smears.and mammograms lIlust be provided'at more frequent mtcrvals as recommended by lead 
professional grou~. The waiting 1ime for SOtne important services like comprehensive mental health 
coverage is too long. No one should have to wait until the year 2000 for critical care she sorely needs 
today. And subsidies for low~income women must be expanded to assure that no woman currently 
receiving government assistance for health care loses that help. . 

.. And. ofcrtti.cal importance to women nationwide. the Administration must make it clear that 
"pregnancy-related services" is defined as including both maternity care and tennination of pregnancy. 

W01l!enne'ed to fight not only to retain the sorely-needed improvements to their health care that are 
already in this pl~.but also to expand the plan to improve upon it . . . . 

Women have too much at stake here to allow politics to invade the doctor's office. We will fight to· 
make comprehensive health care a reality for all women by supporting President Clinton' s plan and by 
building on its key:principles. 

#30 
The National Women's Law Center is a non-profit organization that has been working since 1972 

to advance and protect women's legal rights. The Center focuses on major policy areas of importance to 
w~en and their!~ inclu,ding em~lo~ education, reproductive rights and health, family support 
and mcome secunty. With SpeCIal attent10n given to, abe concerns of low-income women. . 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S LAW CE~1'ER 
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Social Workers 

Scrlcmhr.r 22. 1993 

lTesident Bill Clinton 

The WhIte House 

Washington, DC 


Dear President Cinlon; 

On bchaJf of the 145,000 Membem of the National Association of Social 
. Workers (NASW) and NASW president Ann Ahhatt. i AA.lutc you for your 

extraordinary leadership efforts to rcfonn the nation's health care system. 
Socinl workers across the QOuntry arc too familiar with the hum .. " 
tragedies experienced by so many Americans .due to lack of access to 
adequate health care. You have brought the barriers to service to the 
forefront of the national debate. 

NASW supports your efforts for major reform of the hClllth ~ systom 
and we greatly appreciate the opportunity you have given social workers 
and otbers to recommend improvements. While we arc seeking some 
important changes in the version of your proposal that we reviewed~ we 
commend its provisions for universal access .to health care services, among 
many other of the dircctivcsin tho plun: 

'J bank you for tbc. courage and energy you. bavedemonstratcdin tackling 
tbls very difficult issue. We look.foIWard to working with you further on 
rcrming the proposal. 

:11~ 
Sheldon R. Goldstein, ACSW, LISW 

Executive DilCdor 


..... _-- ­
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National Black Nurses' Association, Inc. 
1012 - 10th Street. N.W.. Wa&hi~ton. D.C. 20001-4492 (202) 393-6870 

Fax (202) S47-s808 

.. 


The National Black Nurses Association sbmds with President COnton 

lD supportiug the Health C.are Ref'onn Initiative 


We are:,...... 1IIat tile BeaI1b. CareRetonn ~e 'hacludes: 
, 

, .. " Ii. Universal access to health care tor all Americans; assuriD& that the 
bmurecl. UIIlDsured aDd uDclerUlsured ladiftduals reeeiYe a basie standard heuer-It package. 

2. Insure tbat the basic standard benef*Jt package be determi.ued by the 
li'........I,' National Health Board. 'ibis paeble is to be staDdarclized to assure that aU 
.dtiR....:reeelve basic senIces reprdless'of State resldeDce. 

3. Indude aecess for appropriate standard he8ltJa care tetb.nology. 

4. Develop a system to monitor and @valuate program q..ality and 
elredlVtDell. 

$. EDeo"rage promotion of joint ventures between the publie aDd private 
sed.oI' iD the proytsloa ~ are. " " ' , 

~. 'lDdude consumer participation In the community desip, deeision-makinr;, 
imp1emWa~OD aDd evalaatlon or a reformed health care SJ*m. " , 

:! ,'; • 

~,; 1. 'We 'look forward 'to working with the Administration to insure a 
.be8Ith"a1fe system whereby tile Health care Alliances are representative or the 
etb.nk ..... cultural fI'OIlpll ft.IIed.ed In the eommuDity they serve. 

8. IDcrease the Dumber of bealth professional providers. particularly 
AlJ.iea8.AmerfaDs aDd represeDtaUves from other ethnic and adturaly diverse groups
convnJtted to ......... the uaderserved pGpilatloDs • 

........... 
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NATIONAL BL~CK WOMEN'S HEALTH PROJECT 

lulia R Scotl DirectorPuhlic Education i Policy Office 

FOR IMl\mDlA TE RELEASE' CONTACT: 	 Julia R. Scott 
202-835-0117SEPTEMBER 2It 1993 

THE NATIONAL BLACK WOl\iEN'S HEALTH PROJECT SUPPORTS 
THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF CLINTON'S HEALTH CARE REFORM PLAN 

"The National Black Women's Health Project (NBWHP) applauds the President for his historic 
firSt step in reforming our health care system," said Julia R. Scott, Director of the Washington 
Office. of the NBWHP. " e 

Scott said l "!\'BWHP's primary concern is protecting women's health, which includes 
reproductive bealth. We are pleased that the benefit package emphasizes.preventive health care 
and covers the fun range of reproductive health services, including abortion, which is a critiCal 
element of pregnancy·related care. The NBWHP commitS itS resources and membership to 
ensure that the full spectrum of reproductive health seIVices remains in the plan." 

"The NBWHP's position on health care reform," said Scott, "is·that it must be comprehensive 
with universaIaccess; be portable from job to job; include, a fun range of reproductive health 
care; contain abenefits package that covers preventative ~ including family planning; use 
community rating; include no pre-existing conditions and exceptions; and that the women most 
affected are represented in all planning, review t and decision·making boards and commissions. 
Most importantly. the plan must have strong anti-discrimination prci\isions. " 

"We look forward to wotkin, with the President in making quality health care available to all 
women, particularly poor women, and in making the need for abortion less. necessary by 
emphasizing prevention, contraception, sex education, and family planning,· said Scott. 

J133 j$th Street. N.W.· Suite $50· Washington. p.C. 20005. Phone (.202) 83!4)1I7· Fax (202) 835.01 JR 
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President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The NationaJ Community Mental Healthcare Council strongly supports your 
initiative to make heaIthcare reform a top priority of your Administration. 
Today community mental health service providers are applauding your 
proposal because it offers comprehensive reform that addresses many of the 
structural problems in our current system. For the first time, millions of 
people suffering from mental illnesses will have access to health care through 
universal coverage, portability of benefits and elimination of exclusions based 
on preexisting conditions. 

We are pleased that the Administration has endorsed comprehensive and 
flexIble mental health benefits by the year 2001. Mental healthcare is a 
controllable and cost-et;fective benefit that can lead to significant national 
savings in overall healthcare costs and will reduce losses to the economy due 
to absenteeism, impaired prodUctivity and death. However, the proposal for 
the initial benefit is only an important first step that must be expanded upon 
in order to realize our vision of'comprehensive, coordinated, clinically effective 
mental health services for all who need them. We are'also concerned with the 
plan's cost-sharing req*ements., which may become a barrier to necessary 
services for many Americans, who by virtue of their illness, have limited 
financial means. ' 

We recognize that every detail of your proposal is not yet complete, but we 

. believe that it offers a sOund foundation for national debate on the need for 

comprehensive reform and of the value of mental health care. As these 

details are resolved, the National Council will respond to the specific benefit 

management and financing mechanisms contained in· your plan. 

We commend your AdminiStration's efforts to reach out and seek input from 
the mental health service community in the development of this proposal. We 
are eager to offer our assistance to you and the C)ngress in the months ahead 
to ensure healthcare reform becomes a reality f.::r our nation. . 

http:ElJzor.do
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The National Council 

on the AginL-~~-=-__l 


409 Third St~W, Waehlnjilton DC~L Ph0!lt: (202) ~~~_F~X: (202) 479~~5_ TOO: (202) 479-6614_y 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: Louise. Cleveland. Dir. of Communications 202479·6975 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE AGING APPLAUDS 

THE PRESIDENT'S APPROACH TO HEALTH CARE REFORM 


WASHINGTON DC, SEPT. 22-President Daniel Thursz of The National Council on the' 
Aging made the fonowing statement concerning the Clinton Proposal on health care reform: 

The National Council on the Aging is committed to bealth care rcfonn. The Clinton 
approach has many excellent features, fU'St and foremost its commitment to universal 
access to health care for all Americans. 

NCOA will continue to study carefully, and sympathetically, the details of the· 
proposal as they become available. 

. . The National Councll on the Aging. Inc. (NCOA)-a private, nonprofit organizauon­
.	serves as a national resource for infonnalion, training, technical assistance. research, . 
advocacy, and publications on every aspect of aging. Pounded in 1950 and headquartered in 
.Washington. D.C.. NOOA has a national membership comprised of professionals, volunteers. 
and organizations who work with, for, and on behalf of older persons. NCOA's mission: to 
promote the dignity, self-determination, well-being. and contribution of older per5ons--both as 
individuals and wilhin the context of their families and communities. 

. . 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN,INC. 

NATIONAL HEAOQUARTERS: ' . 

1667 K STREET, N.W•• SUITE 700, WASHINGTON, C.C. 20006 
TELEPHONE: (.202) 659-0006 .,FAX: (202) 785-8733 

, 

September ~21, 1993 
!. 

President William Jefferson Clinton 

The Whi~House 


Washington, DC' 20500 


.. 

Dear Me. President: 


The National Council of Negro Women, Inc. (NCNW) applauds your commitment to the state 

of wellbeing of the citizens of this country. Reform of the currenthea1th care system is vital 

to the 37 million Americans currently uninsured. Health care refonn promises health care to 

all regardl~s of economie status, employment, or health status. The National Council of Negro 


. Women cQmmends yOU! efforts to provide real solutions to the health care crisis facing this 
country. i 

,Through the years. we have come to know first hand the impact inadequate health care has had 

on individpals, families, and community life. As a national organization of 34 affiliated national 

organizati"ons and 250 community based Sections in 42· states, the National Council of Negro 

Women has had to make health a priority. Out record of community service and advocacy 

reflect yecVs of intensive work on the problems of infant mortality. child immunization and high 

morbidity:and monality (rom preventable diseases among African Americans. 


Because of NCNW'scommitment to raiSing public awareness of the health crises in the African. 

Amerk.arii community, we hav~ initiated research on the attitudes and behaviors of African 

American! women on such matters as reproductive health and 'access to care. We have also 

conductei;l a survey of the· millions who attend our annual Black Family Reunion Celebrations. 

The resut~ show that:he greatest fear African Americans -young and old· have is "getting sick". 


, . 

We believe that the proposed focus on preventive care ..Jld aCcess to care are crucial components 

of the he#Jlh reform plan. We are particularly supportive of yOUT efforts to develC'p it network 

of clinical services through school baSed clinics and comprehe1)sive health education. Such a, 

comprehensive approach to providing physical and mental health services, counseling in disease 

prevention, and health promotion is critical to addressing the current needs of adolescents and 

preventirig. future increases in diseases . which affect African Anlerican families today_ 


. 

• j, 

FOUNDER: .M&;-Y Mcleod Sefhllr.a PRESIOeNT' OorolJly I. l-laigilt AfF'1UATCO 'hlTH: Na':1ONI1 CcU":::iI Of Wonw.Ill Of !he Uni+.ed SC«!" 
Int~a~ioNtI Council el Women.'N.!IlIon81 Aasembly fO, Social Policy & Ce~ (;oM/;:':M;tIi .'" dedo,t;tl/:,t. Jt,. .~ t•• INf:1CS"~ 
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President's Letar 

Plt~e Two 


The National Council of Negro Women. Inc. thanks you for your leadership in placing health 
T refOnTl in the forefront of our nation's public policy agenda. We stand ready to be supportive. 

,L', ' 

Sincerely,' I' 
J:' .1.4 . I' 
~'-- .. v ." ...'"""-~ , , 0 
Dorothy 1. Height 
President & CEO 
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I<PRESS RELEASE I. 

;National Council of Senior Citizens 
:1331 F Street, N.W. • Washinaton, D.C. 20004.. ( 2 0 1) 3 4 7 • 88 0 0 

iForbnm~Rt'~ Contl('t: 

,TlIftday, Septembet ~1993 

n ­,. 

NATIONAL SENIOR Gl{OUP APPLAUDS 

CLINTON HEALTH PROPOSALS 


AND CALLS FOR FURTITER IMPROVEMENTS 


Tn a policy st.alemftnt tv its 5,000 IIXN club leaders, th. Nati€mnJ C'"oundl of Senior I i 

lOI.izeN <NCSO,saki today that the Oinlon hC111th rtform proposal woukS "lIIbtlb!ir.h ht'41th 
m~ IS an adUevable tight fl" a11 ('Itt~ens-that Alone d~rvl.!l tbr. p1'1llse of AMeric.l~Ui, youny, 
~a.l\d 011.1.- . 

Thp. ~l1ItftN!l\t. mad. by NCSC 'Rxrrutive Direaor .L.aWnIlll.'I.! T. Smedley, notecllhal UI. 
I ClinllOn pNpusal wnuItt 4ISSl'lJ'jt compreheNiY~ hc:Jlth ~l'Vices while creating mcrlunlWns to 
: amtrol nealth costs. ·1'll1ll' RNor lr.ndpr said that tho pro.fX'l>c.od Clintnn prOsrarn "can ln~t 
,many of the bml'hmMb contAintdin Ule siny'le'payer. univeml health NYMPm backed by the 
, Couru:I1." . 

1: SmWley haiIM th~ Clinton prolX':$id'to inclu!;lon of long-tern\ C'lI.Ilt tiC.'TVin- And. new 
ipf't'!Clt'riptfon cll'\lg benefit fur MC!dl(,ATe beneficiaries, indudinp, y()unger perso1l6 with dili.1blll. 
:.lies. H., Aid that ~ Council abo w.ll.um~ rovHAgeo of ....ilY" nrtil"t!t=S, ap,c ~"-65, many 0{ 
i whoC\ have losl h6lltb in...-urnntf protection when tlwir fonntr employen temtinOJtI!(.1 hoImefiti. 

:, . . Smed1ty tukI th(! t.""9StOots NCSC laWn that, "Our ultilflale Goal i:I quality health 
: IMUVlcel provtded Mthoul NgifN tn 1lgP. or employmeJ\l 6t-.cN¥ I1t afforclable costa buW on thr. 
. abilily f.o pay thmugh progressive CiMndny,. In short. Wt are COrruluth.-d tn II MtioNiI heallh 
i5fl\""" managed in th.! publiC" interest withoul regiltcl to prnftIS or differing titaJICJards h.1$E'd 
.,on in\.UJnc, n8f, location or population ,r.roup." 

Sm.ecllty said that NCSC hnd IIdopttd I Ihree-puint strnttgyon health are rufunn:.,
.; 

1. Support Ute ClInton mfil.NN'$ pr~ve,basiC" MmponeRts induwlIg 
uratwrsAl ('()Vera., COIl contltr.u.n1S and subsidized insurilnc.1! fur lower Income. 
unemploJ'!d and mtrtd ptl'SON; 
1 Aqsure that any MNh:a.rc. and Ml.'dicaid cosL rcdu\.1iuns win not hAfm older 
and ditiablcd pP.n1ON and the poor ifJld il:I!OUI'I' pl'OC\pt incorporiltiun uf MNi\('Are 
Into the NW he.Uu, murm ~'" with full p'rU,,'iiMtinn nn an equal footing for 
Ml..tdlm1'f bMeRdariesj and 
3.. ConUnw tv wnrk lor addJtionAl imprunmcn" In the> design and llnllJu:iny, of 
th(l nAtion', heUlh .:.Jrv pruy,mms toward a single-payl;!f .sYStf'm. ' 

" Smedley Ioli\l thilt Ncr would light "sainst ..tho.~ with a wsted inWlvst in th~ ~tatul 

:qUI>-iI l\mlth "ystm1 base:! on WiAtl! I1na dnpUcadOft thAL shortcilany,r.!t !tfnlors, punishes U~ 

'';'I00I' and Iwd-wurking ft:"!',!lll!'S and threalms tu bankrupt the nation." !:imvdlc.'Y said th~ 

,J:i~'UtiYC 8Mi'd ol the rw' '.,-= will be ml".C'th'g in coming wwk.:o tu dctcnntne the game pliUt 


J( 
'the Council will pur.>U~ f:-. ::ne onaoing flr\q;g1V tn impl'Ove and PI" natiunal hMlJth ~•. 


. 'I'he NCSC Dlf'P.d01" condudtd lliti statrmMtt by saying; ,.,l'h., Amc...ril"an peoopl. cleseI'\le 
j an dfI('(fttt heallh care sYl$tL'I11 administered with il \.'UJnmitmPnt to quality JnIJ l.ump.'1.~!lion. 
:Th. Naticm.11 C.ounc:il believft Ullit strong support of lhc Cli.ntun prngmm while worlWlg 
:,toward further impruvrments win lead Ow Niltion to 5U('t\ a .)'Stem, Ammca'~ $I('n(ol'l art 
"tlnxinus to play I c:mlrJI rult: in thl' roming legislaU"e ilnd pnlltlnlt d~.&*. WI ilttl rl!ady." 

'" 
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, , The Power To Overo:mle. 
N&tI.onat Eat.- hal 8ocie1;7 
OffICe oJPubllt; Alfatrs 

For Release: ,September 23, 1993 
1350 New York Auen.ue N. W., Suite 915 Contact: 'Randa1l Rutta 202/347-3066
WQSfUngton. D.C. 20005 
202 :547.8OO(J Sara. Brewster Sl2/72S-6200 
202 .'H7.1385 (TOO) 
!1J» 73779(4 (fOri 

KAnONAL EASTER SEAL SOCitIUY 
RE6PONSE TO PIlESmENT CLINTOlrS HEALTH CARE PROPOSAL 

, ' 

Today. the NaUonal Eastr:r Seal Soclety announced Its support for the lD1uattve that President 
Clinton' has taken on bealtb care reform. The national sodety endorses the comprehcmnve 
approach and general dircct10D ofthc ,Admlnistratlon's proposal. and is p1~ that the Presld.ent 
Is making health care reform the top lc:gtsla.tive priority on his domestic agenda. 

Since 1919. Easter Seals has champIoned the Interests of people with dJsab1l1Ues through 
advocacy and service del1very. In our expcrlence. people with dtsabflttles and their famwes have 
faced inordinate dIlllcu1tles In obtaining needed health care at a reasoDOble cost. We bel1eve thM 
the President, In seeldDgUD1versal, comprehensive. and affordable health care for aU Amer1caus. 
Will s1ga1t1cantly enhance the bealth. prOOUct1Vltf. and. mC1ependeoce of the natton's 43 m1D1on 
dUzeDs With dJsahI1lHes. 

Last year, the Nauonal Easter Seal Society adopted "Princlpks for Nat10aal Health ~ Reform,­
which are the foundatlonfor our actlons on tbls issue.. Our leadership presented these prlndples 
to President ClInton In the oval ulD.ce In March 1998. TIley are:' UDlvusal aL"t."CSI, qWlllly, 
comprehenstveness. equ1fJ, appropr1atcness. and efDctency. and .represent the standard ~ 

, which an reform, proposals W1ll be a.~ HavlDgeva1uatedthe Presidents plan. .. have 
c:onr:1uclecl that. to 'VU')'1z!g degrees. the Admtntstration addresses all of our prtDdples. 

The Nallunal Euler Sad Suclc\Y applauda the Prcsldent·s'COmmllmeul t.o W1lvcrsaI· ~ and 
the eUmina:t1on ofpre-exJstIDg condlttcm exclusions on the basts ofcUMbIlIty. We are encouraged ' 
that the proposal makes a ser10us attempt to provide long term care through home and 
communlty supports. rccotP'zlng, In particular. that rehabW.taUon se:n1ces are an tntrtnl part 
or any complete health reform approach. ' 

Tbe NaUonalEaster Seal Soc:lety IS p1~ to be playtDg a role In shaplDgAmerica's health care 
system. As a 1eadttag advocate for and WI.th persons W1th dlsabfllt1es. as aD employer of lU.ooo 
people In a naUonalnetwork of 160 afDl1ates, and 88 a nonprofit provider atdiverse. community· 
based services. Easter Seals 2S weJl~Ulpped. tomake a slgD1fic:ant ecmtributlon to this dart We 
clearly ahare'the goals of~Mmbltatratlon aDd, In coUaboraUon With our ofBUateB across the 
country. wmo.ft'er spedflerecommendatlons thatwebeUcve w1ll enhance the Pres1denfaproposal. 

The National Easter Seal Soddy'commends the President for talrtna th1s er1t1cal flrst step. and 
looks rorwar~ to worJdDg 'With the Administration and Congress dur1Dg UJ.e months ahead to 

'reft.ne and eJJJi.et comprehensive, un1versal health C2I'e cavenge for anAmer1CQDS, pa:rUcWm-ly for 
people 'WIth diaabll1Ues. , . " 

http:eJJJi.et


Natl rarmers unlon~SENT BY: 

: nATlanAL 
FRRmERS
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STATEMENT OF LELAND H. SWENSON 
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL FARMERS UNION 

. 'The White House 
't september 23, 1••3 


It is an honor for m.e to, join Presicient Clinton and lend the 

support of the 250,000 farm" ranch and rural families of National 
Far.mars Union to your leadership in reform of our nation's health 
care'system.~ 

" 
~at1onal Farmers Union is especially pleased that the proposal
includes prOVisions for rural communities. 

~, ."" 

*Requirin~ Alliano~sto serve rural areas; 

i *Investment to 4evalop the health work force, 


*Expansionot the rural public health system: 


*The development of infrastructure to l~nk academic health 

centers with rural provideral 


*Lonqterm contracts to service rural areaa, 


*Investment in rural infrastructure: 


1; *Incentiv8. to expand rural community-based network and 
.1; plansr anc 


*Pederal loan guarantees to help rural community-based 

organization~ make capital improvements. ' 


President Clinton; we are also pleased that your plan provides 

unive~sal oovera98 for~ll Amerioans, incl~4e8 lonv-term core 

prov~Bio~s critical tor many rural elderly and the rural care 

centers 1n many,communi~1••..Ii . 

" ,

We commend your leadershiD·in strUc~urinq ~eform. to addre•• the 
skyrocketing costa ot health care and prescription drugs, a 
prlo~1ty issue for rural people•.we also suppo;t the provision
tor loot tteduotibi11ty of health ~nsurance prem1um for the ' 
self+employad. .I 

{; ,

We support the need to reform the administrative costs of health 
Clare': And ,its delivery and.- believe the inclusion of the s1ngle 

, payer system apos1tive approach. " . , 
, ' 

President Clinton, yesterday as '1,was literally preparin,q my
remarks for today, our pEfie. reoeived _ phone call from a 
Wiac9nsin farm family wh~se health insurance premium had 
increased to over $1,000 "per month wit.h a ded.uotible of $2,000. 

i 

eoo Maryland Avenut, S.W. • Suite 'lJJz.N • Waahlnuton, D.O. 20024 • Phone (202) 604·1600 

...~. 



Na~1 UnlOn~jarmerSSENT BY: .. ' 

As a calf-employed farm family, they cannot afford that premium
and becAuse thair child has a med1c~1 problom ~hey c~nnot obt~!n 
coveraie,from any other carrier. Their only option was to 
mainta1n coveraqe and increase their deductible share to $5,000
and lower their monthly premium to approximately $600 per month. 

Their next option is to drop health care coveraq8 tor the family
entirely or to exclude their child. . 

President Clinton, your plan will make health care available and 
~ffQrdable fo~ this family and. thousands like them. The 
importance of health care reform cannot be overemphasized. The 
heal~ of our nation#a peoplei& at stake an4the health of our 
nation'. economy is at stake. 


National Farmers Union is anxious to get on with the ta'sk of 

reforminq our nation's health care system. 



·& 

September 20,1993 

. . 

Presidenf of the United States 
William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

! 

Pear President Clinton: 
"1' " . . . 

The'N~ti9nal Hispanic Housing on Aging (NHCqA), a membership based 
organization that promotes the well being of Latino elderly, famiJies and· 
communitiesl strongly supports your efforts in health care reform. Your initiatives 
will address the many health related problems faced by this rapidly growin.g . 
population of elderly. 

We are ready to engage our members in the national debate on health care that we 
arc certaJr will bring solutions to the growhl.g problems faeed by the nation in this 
area. We: are ready to provide information and clarification to OUT membership on 
issues arid solutions addressed in your health care reform plans in order to promote 
informed: decision making and participation. 

a" I/. ....._ ... T.. .. .....,...,.'" a., ..,.. "'_""""_"11' ,,;,... ., A ,..ltll',..
,.II."VJ.YIlLl nl""'~l'tnl'-' ,-,vCJnl..'.L un II.UII.U 

2713 Ontario Rd. N.W. • Washington D.C. ?OOO9 
(202) 745·'25'21('202) 265·1288 FAX (2OZ) 745·2522' 



THE NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP 

N E W 5 R E LEA S E COALITION FOR 

Hold for release until 10 p ••• , 
September 22. 

Contaot: Dr.· Henry E. Simmons, 
Rhoades, or Mark Goldberg 

(202) 637-6830 

Peggy 

HEALTH CARE 
REFORM 

555 13TH STREET. N.W. 
. WASHINGTON, D.C. 10004 

(202) 637-68.30 

STATEMENT BY DR. BBNRY E. SIMMONS 
fomJ.cr Pre';«entJimmy Catll:t 
formet Ptuident Gmld fordPRESIDENT OF .THE HATIONALLEADIRSHIP COALITION 

FOR HEALTH CARE REFORM CO-CHJ\.taS 

The Honomble Pau.l Q, RageI1, J. o. 
REGARDING PRESIDENT CLINTON· S HEALTH CARE REFORM PROPOSAL The Honorable Robert o. Ray. L.L.B. 

PR~StD!NT 

The nation's larqest and broadest alliance on health Jienty£.$UlItIIO .... M.O',M.P.H. 

oare issues --. the National Leadership Coalition for _____....ExBctmv~ O_W_·CT_O_R_ 

Health care Reform is heartened by the MarpmM,~'Pb.O. 
comprehensiveness and strenqth of president Clinton t s 
proposal for health care reform. 

We are espeoially enoouraged by the clear signs that 
Republican and De1II.ocratic leaders in Congress are intent, on 
aohievinq reform, rather than succumbin9' to deadlock. 

The COalit.ion believes that the President • s strategy for 
reform would help Americans in three ways. 

First, it wouldquarantee comprehensive health coveraqe to all 
Americans, not just the affluent or the fortunate. We believe that 
it .akea sense to do that by building on one of the great strengths 
of the curret'l; system. -- that m.ost employers already help to 
finance health 'care coveraqe for their employees. And we believe 
that it, JIlakes sense to combine an eDlployer ·obligationwith an 
individual one. The assurance of health coveraqeshould be both a 
shared and an individual responsibility. 

Second, it would work to keep health care costs in line with 
economic growth, not at odds with it. The Coalition supports tough 
measures to control costs and curtail cost-shifting, including
})udqet targets, rate-setting to contain spending in the fee-for­
service. segment of the health care system., and increased 
competition among health care plans. 

And third, it includes tools to improve the quality of care 
that Americans receive .- and to help them choose among health care 
plans on the basis of value, not just cost. 

The Hational Leadership Coalition has nearly one hunc1red 
or,anizational members -- companies in all sorts of indUstries, 
unions, consumer groups, and associations of health care providers. 



a 

" l 

(A list"of our members is attached.) We bave been working tog-ether
for three and. a half years to achieve thorough and effect!ve reform 
of ttle ihealth care system. We are a non-partisan group -- our 
honorary co-chairmen are former presidents Jimmy carter and Gerald 

I 	 R. Ford'-- and we are cOll1lllitted to working with President Clinton, 
and with members of congress in both parties, to secure reform. 

We;( recoqnize, as the President clearly does, that the 
A<llllinistration's proposal will evolve as it moves through the 
legislative process. We expect to make suggestions along the way, 
to the Administration and to the congress, as the details of reform. 
are refined. We are concerned ,to make sure that cost controls are 
effective in the ~hort term as well as tbelonq run, that' reform 
does not require too rapid a transformation of the health care 
delivery structure, and that the fina~cinqmechanisms relied on to 
fund, re~orm are adequate to:the needs. '. 

',' coilgress has an extraordinary opportunity to, make life better 
for :AlIericans -- and Americans aren1t in the mood for excuses. Now 
that the President's plan is front and center, the supporters of 
reform need to reae:h totbe right and the left to build support for 
effective JReasures.' 	 " , 

Attachment 

',I 

"._- '--' ...--. -- -,.. 
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MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP COAUIIQH FOR 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Acme Steel Compal:ty 

AmalglUllated Clothing &. Textile Workers Ullion, AFL-CIO 


American Academy of Family Physicians 

American Association of Retired Persons 


American College of Physicians 

American Federation of Teachers,·APL· CIO 


American Forest and Paper Association 

AlIlericall Iron &. Steel lutitute 


American Nut$e$ Assoeiation, Inc. 

American Physical Therapy Association 


Americau Psychological Association 

Association of Minority Health Professional Schools 


Bane ODe Corporation 

Bank South Corporation 


Bethlehem Steel Corporation 

Blue Diamond Growers 


Brown &. Cole Stores 

Burlington Coat Factory 


. Caterpillar Iue. 
Ceridian Corporation 


Christian Children's Fund 

Chrysler Corporation 


Cold Finished Steel Bar Institute 

CommuuicatiOIl Wotkers of America 


CoreStates Pinancial Corp. 

Cox Enterprises Inc. 


Crown American Corporation 

Dayton Hudaon Corporation 


Del Monte Poods 

Families USA Foundation 


Filter Materials 

Pord Motor Company 


Georpa-Paeifie Corporation 

Giant Food Ine. 


The Great Atlantic &. Pacific Tea Company, Inc. 

Gross Electric IDe. 


The Heights Group 

H. J. Heiaz Co. 

The Home Depot 
Geo. A. Hormel &. Compauy 

Hunt-Wesson Ine.. 
bland Steel Com.pany 

IDtenaational Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
International Multlfoods 

International UniOIl of Bricklayers and Allied Craftsmen 
James River Corporation . 

JOhutOWIl Corporation 
Keeble.t Company 

Keller Glw Company 
Lincoln Telephone &: Telegraph Co. 

Lockheed Corporation· 
LTV Steel Company 

Lukens Inc:. 

Man, Incorporated 




Maternity. Center Association 

National Association of Childbearing Centers 


National Association of State Boards of Education 

National .Baster Seal Society 


National Edu.cation Association 

National Steel Corporation 


Norwest Corporation 

Olympia West Plaza, Inc. 

Pacific Gas & Electric 


Preferred Benefits 

The Quaker Oats Company 

R.. R. Donnelley & Sou Co. 


Ralphs Groeery Company 

Regit. Corporation 


Rohm Ct Haas Company 

Safeway Inc. 


Sara Lee CorporJ.tiOD. 

Scott Paper CO. 


Service Employees lutemational Union, AFL-ClO 

Sokolov Strategic Alliance 


Southern California Edison Comp8lly 

'. 
l' Strategic 'Marketing IDfo~mation. Inc. 

Te:ras Heart Institute 
Time Warner IDc. 

.. United Air Lines. Inc. 
United Food and Commercial Workers International Union. AFL-CIO 
. United Paper workers Interuational Union, AFL-CIO 

,. United Steelworkers of America, AFL-CIO 
UNUM LiCe IDS~8Ilce Company of America 


U.s. Bancorp 

The VODS Companies, IDe. 


Westinghouse Electric .Corporation 

Wheat, first Securities, Inc. 


WheelinJ-littsburgh Steel Corp. 

The Whitman Group 


. W'l$consin Public Service Corporation 

Xerox Corporation 


September 8, 1993 



rlNational 
f.... Medical

Association 

, , 

1012 Tenth Street. Northwest Leonard E. t.a.wreace. M.D. 
PrestdentWashington. D.C. 20001-4492 
Officc of the M~~Schoo! Dean (202) 547-1895 FAX (202) 842·3293 
7703 Floyd Curl jI..1livc , 

San Antonio. T$S 78284-7790 
Office (210) 5614429 
FAX (210) 567-6r2September 22, 1993 

I 
I 

I 
I .I 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The President ot the united states i 
The White Bouse I 

1 

I . 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I 
IDear President Clinton: 
I 

, I, 
I 

, The National Medical Association awaits your formal .~tement 
to the nation about your plans for Health care Reform. We applaucl
the stand whiCh your administratlon bas taken relat1ve to tJie need 
tor all persons to have aoOBSS to quality health care services. 
SUch i. critical for African American persons who in their rexcess 
deathe" continue to unifest the illipact of years of discrimitlation, 
neglect and lack of empowerment.within the American society. 

. As . details of the Plan beoom. available, we will anelage in 
active debate and advocacy around those issue. whioh are nepessary 
to specifically aclc1ress the needs of African American citiz$Ul. As 
you indicated during your presentat.ion, to those of us "ho CJltherecl 
in the East Roam on the morning- ot Konday, September 20, 19 3, the 
Plan will continue to -require input from a variety of souro • aa it. 
wends ita way throuCJh Congress. The National Medical A ••o iation 
looks forward t:o continued. participation in the developmen of an 
approach whiab will beet serve the needs of oUZ' nation.: .\. ' I 

Thank you tor, the leadership which you and Mrs. Clint~n have 
8hown in the process. : . 

I ,I 
Icarj~ . , 
I 

! 
"". ~C--_ i2 I 

! 
i ~Leonard B. Lawrence, X.D. 
, ­President 
I 

. LEL/bk I 
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. \1 September 22, 1993,I 

Presidp.nt William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Vfashington, D.C. 20501 

Dear 13 resident Clinton: 
, 

.1 

q'n behalf of the National Minority AIDS Council (NMAC), we 
welcome your initiative on 'llt~alth care reform. For those people living 
with HIV / AIDS I the'health care reform would assist in enrichirig and 
p~olonging their lives. 

NMAC is pleased that the proposed plan contains a comprehensive 
bencfits package and mainlaills e5~~1\tiaJprograms like the Ryan White 
CARBAet. " 

NMAC is reviewing the various aspecl~ of henlth care relormto ensurc 
tqat the fmal plan beresponsjve to the needs of the AIDS community. 
~e. look forward to working wilh your admillistCCltiun on this Vital 
effort. - ........ 


~-1Pa Akio Kawata 
Executive Director 

300 fYI; SIIU.H, NF 
SIJlTf400 

. WAC;IIINGTON. DC 
20002-4389 
1l~202·5H·10'6 
fM. 20l-S44·U378 
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National Puerto Rican Coalition. Inc. 
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September 21, 1993 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

The National Puerto Rican Coalition., Inc. (NPRC) applauds your 
efforts on behalf of the millions of Americans with inadequate or non­
existent health care coverage. Although we have previously stated our 
concerns regarding the lack of Puerto Rican and Latino involvement in 
the design of the American Health Security Act of 1993, we were 
pleased to have been invited last week to review a draft of the. plan and 
to meet with Ira Magaziner. 

Enc:losed you will find our position paper titled "Puerto Rican 
Health Care Agenda" which outlines the most crucial issues to the 
Puerto Rican community. As American citizens. we support most of the 
issues included in the package. Based on an analysis of the Puerto 
Rican health care erist~ we decided to focus on the four following 
issues: . 

• There needs to be an increase in health professionaic; serving the 
inner cities. Health service providers also need to be culturally sensitive 
and linguistically capable of serving our community: 

• . The White House must continue to include Puerto Rican health 
and public policy professionals as program design and implementation 
strategies continue; . 

.. . While we are pleased that AIDS and substance abuse are listed 
as priorities under the proposal, a portion of the prevention, education 
and treatment programs should targeted. to the Puerto Rican 
community, who suffer from both. maladies at. distressing levels; 

http:ose.s.Vd
http:iIIr'IIOt'd.CT
http:Ntwv-.NY
http:onc:t.rI
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President W. J. Clinton 
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+ .. We are pleased that the residents of the island of Puerto Rico 
wiH be included in the plan. We trust. however, that you are committed 
to the premise that the program funding for the island, as well the 
quality of the services available to that community, will eventually reach 
parity to those in the mainland United States. 

Thank you for ano'wing us to review the draft plan. The National 
Puerto Rican Coalition is prepared to work with your staff and offer 

. suggestions on communiry.appropriate outreach and service delivery. 
. .-,

.; 
: ," 

, -­
Louis Nuiiez 

( 

1~ LN/rp 

c:c:: 	 Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Ira Maganner 


': . 
, 
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COH~c-.r; 	Brnie JOhostOD, JE'. 

Caa.unications Specialist 
(212) 310-9131 

suorDlSln" BI' .lOD B. JACOB 


Precideot aDd Chief Bxecutive Officer 


.ftational Orban League, Inc. 

OR PllESIDEift CLlln.'OJl'S BRALft CARB noPOSAl'.. 


.,tio AdainiatratioD. bas per:fora.ed abiat.oric: breakthrough 

by developing acoaprehensive plan for the long-overdue refor.· 
of ~e aatioa#a health care 5Y5tea. 

The Rational urban League stroDgly supports reforas that. 
wIll ~lo&e tbe healtb gap between attlueDt, vell-educated 
people aDd those who are poor and poorly educated. 

~e ~Dlstratlon#s proposal is Decessarily coaplez, and 
viII r~ire very earefol e%aadDa~iOD'to deteraiDe whether it 
aCcOllpliabes tile objectives we believe to be critical to 
i~r09iDg the aatioa'S h••lth car:. syst••• 

Those objectives are: universal coverage, high quality, 
officicDCY, affordability an4 availability without regard to 
incoae or geographical location, adaptability to the needs of 
different populatioa 9r~s. and education. and t~aiDiD9 

support. 
We w111 aea&U~e the AdalDi.t~.tloDr& plan and ather 

proposed plans by those st.andards - t:he true t.eet: af aay 
bealtb. care l'efora planis the degree to wbich It aceta; the 
needs of our Deediest ei tiZ@oDs. !'he Itat:ional Urban league 

Will play aD active 1'01e ill aODitoring the le9is~ative process 
and in vork~9 to .ssure that those p~iDcipl•• are paraaouDt. 
With urban League affiliates, we 'will play our part, in 
oducatiD9 our o~itiCG about thc.ioGUCGt and iD shapiDg 0 

national health care plan that aeets the,needs of out 
cooat.ituec.ta_ 

(---\ 	 t t t The Equal ~"'ity Rllikline 
I-I sao £ad land SarHt. NNr YMk. N Y 100'111_, 

T~: om ,1t\..~\\.: , .-"J 
** TOTAL PAGE.082 ** 
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COHTACT: Stephen Gorin (183-9523)
}, 

I, ,IR- HEALTH CARE COALITION WBLCOKES PRESIDENT IS PLAH 

COHCORD-The Hew H&mp8h~r~ Healtb Care Coalition today
welcome4 P~esid.nt Clinton's propo••l for health care reform. 

, 
c' 

ltV_ are excited.th4L Pre.ident ClintQD ball' broken the 
logj&mand finally placed health care reform In the"forefront 
of, the nAtional agend.a," said Dr. Stephen Gorin, Chair of the 
Coalition. The CoalitioD, which was formed in 1986, haa long
advocat.ed a ay8tOD\ that would prov1de UDiveraal aocess, 
comprehenalve henefii:s, cost co~trola, anel quality care. 

t'We believe the PJ'esldent's proposal meets thes.' 
erite"i., ". aalel Gor1n", "an4 we urge Ifew HalDpsh2!re residenti 
t~, give it careful considerat1on.. " 

,I 

. The PrelldeDtII plan would guarantee every American 
- a 'coaprehenaive and. affordable, package of health care 

beDeflta, aa well aa preserve the right to choose on.·.· own 
pbysiclan. "The Clinton plan would empower oODsumerai" aaid 
Gorin, "~ stop lnaurance companies fro. refUSing to cover 
people with pre-existing cond1tlons and charging .mall 
hu,alne.... aa much asa thlrd more tban larg'er coapant.a. I. 

:\. 

! ltV. wholeheArtedl:y agree wtth Dr.XOOp· 8 oOlRl\ent that 
President Clinton baa '" accomplished more in health care, 
refora••• than all of his living' predeceasora put togetber'I'
(Cbncord Konitor, 9/21/93), 8ald Gorin. 
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New· Hampshire' Health Care Coalition 
".. 


MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 

AFL-CIO, New Hampshire 
Alliance for the Mentally III of New Hampshire . 
American Baptists of Vermont & New Hampshire 
Concord Feminist Health Center 
Episoopal Diocoso of New Hampshire 
The Granite State Association of Non·Profits 
Home Care Association of NH 
Tha ,Homemakers of Strafford County 
Laconia Women's Health Center 
Lakes Region Community Health 
NAACP 
NH Academy of Family Practice 
NH AIDS Foundatiun 
NH Association for the Elderly 
NH chapter. American Massage Therapy Assocoiation 
NH chapter. National As$ociation of Social Workers 
NH chapter, National Head Injury Foundation 
New Hampshire chapter, National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
NH Citizen Action . 
NH Community Action Directors Association 
NH Methodist Conference 
NH National Education Association 
NH Nurses' AssoCiation 
NH Pharmacists Association 
NH School Nurses' Association 

. NH Sisters of Mercy Region II 
NH Society or Physician's Assi~tc:unti 
NH Women's Lobby 
Office of Justice and Peace.Catholic Diocese of Manchester 
Parents for Justice 
Positive Action 
Retired State Employees Association 
Rochastor VISiting Nurses 
Salem District Nursing Assooiation 
Southwestern Community Services 
Spacial Famifies United 
Faculty & Staff. School of Human Services, Springfield College 
State Employees Association 
WISH Center 

10 Ferry Street, Box 320. Suite 438 • Concord, NH 03301 • 603·228-1054 
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Phyalclans Plaza PharmacyOakdel P"rmae., Home intensive Cal'l PharmacyAnnatIOng PnalmlCY 
QakdeIJ Long Tarm cal'l PhannacyAIeIIIo ~ Pt,tannacy 

John R. carson, Uti. 

7220 LoWs PM...., Dr. SIft Afttonlo. Texas 11m 
Phone: (2'11) .,waoo PAX (210) '1M111 

'Septembor 20, 1903 

'Ihe President 

The White House 

Kaahington, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. Pre~ldent; 

On lll:~llc:ll! ut t.l1e Community Ret-cdl I"ho.rrnl:lcy Coalition for Health C",rFl 

Beform we commend you, Mrs. Clinton, and the members of the Presi­

dent's Tel!:;1\. Fu.H.:e on Heal t.h Ca.:e Reform for your offort.1i to reform 

America's health care system. 


, 
The Coalition, composed of the National Association Of Retail 

vrugglsts, and the Ncltlonal ASsociation of Chain Drug St.ores; 

repr~sents the totality Of community retail pharmacy in America. 


" 

Spec,if1cally, ve a~e pleased with your recognition of the importance

of c'ommunity retail pharmacy cw\l It.s cost savings and oritd.oal rcl.e 

in the deliverY'of preventive patient care~ 


" 

We ~elieV'e your commitment t.o reform and the security it will 

brin:g to all Americans deserves the tttruuy aild active 8upport of 

community retail pharmacy~. 


Our Ooal1tion--through our 112,000 community retaiL pharmacists 
. and ,our more than one million employees--1s prep,u:ttu t..o canununica'te 
aggressively the merits ,of the eVOlving plan in our eff'ortsto furt.her 
enhance and sOlidify public support tor your health CelL:tt Letorm 
proposal. W» will bring enthusiast.ic support through the inter­
action of community retail pharmacists with millioll::f u~ v4l.,ients 
each day in more than 60,000 drug stores. 

, 

I 

A CompallY Commitment To Personal Suvlct 

http:enthusiast.ic
http:offort.1i


September ,0 t 1993 

Paqe Two 


The Coalition can be especlally errecti~e in working with our 
pharmaeists to convey the value of new prescription drug coverage 
to the many uninsured and elOerly ~atie~tswho viait th~ir 
pharmacy each day. We especially applaud your expansion of 
Medicare benefits to include pharmd~ist serviceo and prosc~iption 
drug coverage that will provide cost savings to the pealth care 
system as well as additional h1gh-qud11Ly servicec to Medicar~ 
beneficiaries. 

The Coalition looks forward to being a continuing participant and 
supportive resource throughout the public policy proco~e on 
this important initiative. 

Sin~A ely, 

/"/. :~~-'-- ­
hn R. Carson, R. Ph. 
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UDD dt.z.UB . (CONTAC'1': Vicki O'Reillyrer immediate release (202) 783-6686 
~ep~em~r 23, 1993 

; . 

.OXBI'S G.OO~ Bu~poa~8 KBALTH CARE RBFoaK 

WASHINGTON, OC -- President CJ.in~on's hea.Lth care retorm proposal 

offers; substantial benefits to midl1fe and older women, lea4ers of
{ , ' 

the Older Women's teague, a national advocacy group "based in 
:~ ! 

Wa_hinqton. I). C. • said today. "In recoqnizincr that universal 
! " , . 

• c~es" 
, 

to hpAl~h C::~T. is an essential right" the President has 
'I 

taken 1 an important stop forwl!'rn fnT lItll "mATi t"'..Ans -- especially 

wo~cn~~" eaicl OWL PI:'Qcidant t.ou Clacse, 

~We a.rc plcacl()d that thlil Procid.ent's propoaal authorizAR 

st~te~ to adopt sin9le pdyer GYGtemc,n aaid Claese. ,"OWL believes 
J :. . 

that a sln9l~ p4y~r system of health care financinq is the beet way
I, ' 


: !. • • 

,tOi conta1ncos~s without sacrl.fJ.cJ.0Y ",utllity of care. In the 

t I,
I )I , 

llle~ntime, we are pleased 'Chat the president has pruputitN a plan 
, 

t~t ~111 cover part-time workers, workers in small businesses and 
:1 

th* Unemployed."
; " 

"It i. women who are most· likely to hold low-paid and part ­
i 

tiJDe ;:jobs," Glasse stated. ·Por too lonq, many WOlI1en have relied 
, " 

'j . 


01'( A ~ husband's insurance· I)lan to meet their health care costs,· 
: 1 

l~.ving them without ~ccess to coveraqe if they were widowed or 
~ 

d.:LvorQQd."
• . ,I 

;, Old", Women's Le_gue 
.,. , Uh St,. NW. Suhe 700 . W..hlngton DC 20001 • (202,783-66t:S6 • IlO;LJ638-2356 FAX 

I . . ..... 
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"OWL applAuds the Presldent' II, empha,5.LB on long-term cue, 

vi):llin ho_es and 1n cOmJllunity settings I • said OWL ~xecutlve 
~ 

D~rector Joan xuriansky. "Th1s 1s a vital concern tor women who 
., 

. both provide the bulk of family caregivin9 and are most likely to 

re!,.JUire such care as they age ~ tong-term care services in a full 

r~ge of settings -- at home, in community care facilities and, 

Wh;b necessary, .in institutions -- must be available under a 
{ 

c~rehensive plan.­

"We must ensure that state qovernments.have adequate funds to 

o~fer a full array of lonCj' term car~ services," Kuriansky said.. 
i 

·~t 	 the same time, we will work with the Administration and 
i 

C~ARA ~~ Avoid possibly excessive Medicare cuts -- which could 

lOwer tM quality ot t."!lIlrA Ann limit tha number of health care 

P~oVidQra Willing to serve Medicare patients. ­
i 
. Additional provisions of the PrQG:idont' c propoGal which OWL 

P1"iaed are: 

• ~ 	 The coveraqe of preven~ive aa well ac acute care Gervices. 

• 	 The assurance that consumers may choose their own hoalth care 
providers. 

• 	 Signiticantly exp~ndeu coverage ot pre$cription drug costs. 

"QWL.' s founClers both died ot breal::ft c.::~I(UJ~.&:·," Glasse state4. 

";t 	18 long past the time When pap smears, IlUU1U'I1l.XjrdU:> ancl 
i 

a~propriate cancer trea~ments are unavaila~le to many· older women• 
• 

W. support cancer research and treatment. schedules which provide to 
i 

wOmen adequate and appropriate care." 

-.01:'8­

http:empha,5.LB
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·OWL eommenClS the Presictent anct Ms. Clinton for their 
· 

le~dershlp in brlnglnq reform to this point, tI 1(uriansky said. "We 
· . 

pl~dge to work with the Administration and Congress to successfully 

ensure that every person in America.has access to comprehensive., 

h~lth care.· 

Founded in 1980, OWL the first· national membership 
J 

o~aJ'lization to focus exclusively on issues of concern to midlife 
~ 

and older wOllen provides leadership on health care iss.ues. OWL 
• 

j ~ ,.'~prp.Ap.ntad on t.ha three-member board of the Lonq-Term care 
i
I , 

e~aiq.n. It is the Convenor of thp. r.A~~ign for WomAn'~ Healtb, 
~ if 

i , 


a ioo..lition .of 80 woman'., labor, and health careorgani2ationc., :. 

re,pr~lPcntin9 over a million Americans who seek to ensure that 

wdmen'o voices Are he4rdin heclth cere reform., ,

I . -30­

, 
. I I; 

t'.' 
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PARAL.YZED VETERANS 
OFAMI!RICA 
CMrtcre" by the CO"GrllS 
0' th! Unltl'd Sut1IS 

September .22, 1993 

Mrs. Hillary aodham C11n~on 
The White House 
1600 Penn~lv8n1a Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

On behalf of the members and 'officers of the ParalyzAd Vetar~~ 
of Amer~ca CPVA', I want to ehank you and commend you and' all the 
individuals involved with t.he -American Hea.lth SA~\!rity Act. of 
l"J," t.o secure healt.h-care reform for all Amezoicans. M a 
veterans' service organization chartered by Co~gre.~ w~th the 
mission of ensuring that the needs ofveter&ns who bave 
~perienced catastrophic spinal cord injury or dy.function ~re 
met ,we applaud and· support. your efforts to Iecure appropriate,
affordable health care for all Ame~iean~. . 

I want to extend iVA'S appreeiatinn for tr.e time you opent e~. 
past Sa:uraaYI September 18 1 briefing us OU the outlines of the 
proposal ana listening to our e~neern8. ~ you~dvieed, we are 
working with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs l Jesse Brown, to 
clarify those issues which ~&main &. Qoncern to Qur member8 and w= 
have conveyea those i.sues to the Secretary in a separate letter. 

pYA is extremely pleased that the plan, as outlined, provides fo~ 
a national l ind"pA~dent veteran£ ~eQltb ~are 5y.~em. An4, we 
SJupport you¥' in.itiative tQ incorporate additional resources such 
as Medicare fund!~g into the income etream av~ll~le tor 
veterans I health care. 

Beyond the VA initiative, yoUr effort. in health care reform 
offer. for the f;.rct time a aubet.anti.l new !I.tosr~m or lonsr term 
care and a8sist1ve services offering new hope for millions of 
Americans with disabi11ti••• yo~ effort. af£Q&d new prospects
for those Am~ric&ns wbo have experienced catastr~pbic disability
for a more d~gn'fi.d an~ oODt-effeetive olternative ~o . 
institutional care. 
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'i'lIA s~?port8 the concept: C!f your program and we Look fo.rward to 
working with the Admi.nistra.t.ion and the CO!lgress, to bring about 
this much nee.ded change. We tbar.k you a.nd all involved in this 
endeavor. .' 

.< 
), 

R.espeC:,tfully I 

~O\d:D"Yv 'I~ ~tdd!k 
Gor~C".InB. Mancfield 
Executive Director 

" 
./ 

ec! RQ~or~ble Jesse Brown, secretary of Veterans Affairs 
" ' 

l' 



P"riltt"tI MemoriIJi HDspit"t 
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Sep~ber21,l993 

The Honorable William· J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500-0001 Pnrkland 

Dear Mr. President 

I appreciated the invitation to the White House for the September 20 

breakfast briefmg for physician leaders interested in and hOpefully committed 

to health care reform. To be numbered among that group was an honor in 

itself, but to be there as history was very· exciting for someone who has been 

advocating for reform for over a decade. 


1 have dedicated all of my years asa physician and administrator to the care of 

the indigent and uninsured. As the chief executive officer of Parkland 

Memorial Hospital, the prlndpal teaching hospital of The University of Texas 

Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, I pushed to create a series of 

neighborhood clinics that operate on the community oriented primary care 

model. This model will serve us well in the type of reform you envision. 

Such settings can also be used to train the primary care physicians so sorely 

needed as well. And on the other end of the spectrum, Parkland provides 

tertiary services for trauma, neonatal intensive care, bum, and other "safety 

net'" services needed by all of our commuruty. These resources are severely· 

strapped because of indigent care and will need special attention even with 

universal coverage as part of the academic health center infrastructure. I was 

pleased to see such services addressed in your plan. 


My tenure as CEO has labored thfoug~ two Republican presidents. During 

that time I witnessed the dissolution of the public health infrastructure. Your 

report indicates that you understand that universal insurance wonlt mean 

universal access without serious attention being given to the public health 

infrastructure. The need goes beyond the classical public health services to 

the community health clinic networks and public teaching hospitals which 

have been at the front lines. Please help us integrate these resources into a 

dynamic and culturally competent delivery system to deal more effectively 

with the issues facing our nation's poor and minority residents. I sense that 

your heart is with us and that you have the courage of your convictions. That 

is so refreshing after such a drought. 




" 
" 

O..U' country is at a moral aossroads and we must boldly and yet wisely move 
forwar4 on a journey that emphasizes the value of every citizen in our 
society, as fundamental and not further reducible in the debate. 

" 

The attributes I have been looking for in a health reform package are 
embedded in your plan. While I have to admit that I was for a simpler 
system J and one with even stronger cost controls, your speech and Mrs. ' 
ClintoI\~s speech along with the sage advice of Or. ICoop have convinced me 
that now is the time to move ahead and give this reform effort a chance. 

SinO! tills will be an interactive process at the local and state levels, I stand 
ready ~ assist you in bringing about the dialogue you desire in'Texas. I 
always felt that if I put the patients fU'st, the institution in which I worked 
would 'be well-served. - I believe that is true also of health reform. If we put 
t..'te pa,tients and the citizens first and understand health in its broadest 
context, we all would have to 'agree that medical costs cannot continue to 

. erode the dollars we need for education, crime control, economic opportunity 
'development, and fair housing and other legitimate purposes of government. 
We n~ these other infrastructural elements to have a healthy society. 

~ t . 

Th.ank;You and Mrs. Ointon for addressing these issues so we can restore this 
counuy to greatness and more iinportantly,retum to its values. 

Sincerely, 
· ,

"I ;f· : '~'~-l 
. '"~tdn J.!Anderson,. M.D. . 


President & Chief Executive Officer 
, '. 



NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 

Polish LegiDn of AmericaD Veterans, IJ.A. 
QtAITUIO t., At:f Of c::oNGIfSS 

5,13< Back&id Rood • $pringfteld, VA 22151-3960 

(703) 3$"-2771 (FrS) 389-:9539 FAX "'o~, 647.-205.4 

"Unity wifh HerifCJge" 

September 22, 1993 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White Bouse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washin9ton, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs.. Clinton: 

Tt gives mA " qrAillt. nA.tIl nf p1PA!i:Ur.'P. t.n .i.nfnrm you that the 
Polish Legion of American Veterans, U.S.A. endorses the VA 
p&~tie1pation in the National Health Plan, as outlined by 
Secretary Brown in a recent briefing to uhe veterans Service 
Organizations. 

We hope that the Secreta~y's plan will be adopted as part of 
the National Health Plan. 

Edmuna E. liszewski 
National L 91slative Director 

fiJ~:u.·,....··~~w 
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SOS-SlYe Our Security ,; 
.lidOlt to frotKt Social Security 
III FSt. NW 

inpm,DC lOOO4 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELE SE Contact: Roberta Feinstein Havel 
Wednesday, September 22,i 1993 (202) 624.9557 

, 
! 

,I. SOS APPLA+S CLINTON LEADERSHIP 

I' The Save Our Securi~ (SOS) Coalition, comprising over 100 labor, 
!aging, disability and. religio1l!S organiz~tions, applauds President Clinton's 
health care reform initiative'l 

. SOS believes that national health reform is . long overdue. No 
Americans sho\1ld ever be de~ed access to necessary care because they areIuninsured. The President's,! proposal, goes a long way toward aSsuring 
Ileveryone access to a doctor ~hen the need arises. It will eliminate the risk- /' 
-the terror-facing millions o~ families who are one operation or one injury 
jaway from medical disaster: ~cause' they have 'no insurance. Indeed, 
!employers. workers/retirees. ~rsons with disabilities. and the poor for the 
ltirst time will have comparaije personal security based on universal health 

,J Icare coverage, the banning lof pre~,gsting condition exclusio.ns, and a 
~mmunity-rating system to ,preaci costs equitably among the population. 
!We applaud the inclusion of lpng-tenncare and prescription drugs and will 
jwork to make sure that the final pro~ equitably meets the needs of the 
Flderly and persons with disapllities. . 

:i I' The Administration'sl proposal emphasiZes pxiiIwy . care and 
I vention. When it is fully il/nplemented, the plan will replace the nation's 
hame in ranking of 21 st in infant mortality and 18th in life expectancy with 
renewed sense of.pride th~t matches the sophistication of our medical~hnology. . i. 

I i
! It has long been .said that the United States and South Africa share 
the sad distinction of being ~e only developed countries without national 
health care for their citizens. IWe have,the opportunity to change this!I . I. . 

, I We believe when pass~ health care reform will equal in importance 
~0(;ia1 Security and will be anbther bright chapter in the legacy of Franklin 
t>elano Roosevelt·s New Deal.. .
• I ' 
I .! . 

J.... We congratu~ate Presi~ent Clinton for his leadership on national 
~th reform, and we intend ito work with him to enact a comprehensive 
iealth refonn package with b~c benetits for all Americans. . 

,",.. 1~",,,,,,~,,,,~,,..,,,~_J.._.,,, ...- ..........~~_ ...... 
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INTERNATIONAl.. UNION. AFL·CIO. CLC~ 
\31~ L STREET N.W•• WASHING~ON. D.C. 20005 • (2Q~1 1913-3200 

For more information: Denise Mitchell 202-898-3200, 202-842-3100 or (h) 202-362~374S. 

Statemeat by John J. Sweeney, President 

Service Employees International Union, AFL-CIO 


Cnnton National Health Care Reform Proposal 

September 22, 1993 

Meeting in WashingtOn yesterday, the Health Care Refonn Committee of our .Executive 
Board reviewed the CliDton plan. We like what we see and we are mobilizing our more than 
1 mllllonmembers in support of the Presiden~ and comprehensive healthcare refonn. 

Bill Clinton is the flrSt president since HIU'l'y'Truman to stand up and say. "The time 
is now for comprehensive national hea1.th care reform. and I have a plan. II 'lbe Truman plan 
died under a partisan onslaught led by Republican Sen. Robert Taft; the Clinton plan will 
pass because it transcends ideological differences. And because politicians on both sides of 
the aisle realize every family in this country has a stake in seeing this historic opportunity is 
not lost. 

We're a growing. vital union and we1ve bargained bard, walked picket lines, testified, 
lobbied ant! sacrificed wage gains to secure the h.ea1thcare benefits our members enjoy. 
Despite our work, however, costs for health care have shifted dramatically to our members. 
ADd today, the fact is that without reform no family t workiDg or otherwise, can be assured 
that health care will be affordable. or available at any price. in just a few years. 

The President's proposal embodies all the basic principles essential to genuine reform: 
affordable, comprelumsive coverage for all Americans, strong cost coDtainment and 
preaervation of ~ care. 

Equally important,lt's a uniquely Am.erican response, one tbat mixes private and 
public delivery systems 8lld resources, one that retains what is working while discarding 
what is not. It's this combination of basic prmciples and American ingenuity that will 
work. 

OUt union is the biggest union of bealtbcare workers in the country and, speaking 
from the perspective of those on the front lines of this crisis. the President's proposal is right 
on target. It eUmiDates the waste our members -- nurses. technicians, doctors and hospital 
and nut'Sing home service workers - witness every day. And it protects the superb care we 
work so hard. to deliver. 

We've worked closely with the White House to make sure this plan meets the needs 
of our members as consumers of health care as well as providers of care. We're satisfied it 
meets those needs and we're enthusiasdcally suppOl'ting it. . 

-30- . 

The Service Employees International Union is· the largest union of hea1thcare workers in the 
United States and. with 1 million members, it is the fourth-largest and fastest-growing union 
in the AFL-CIO. John Sweeney also chairs the AFL-CIO HealthCare Committee. 
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TIGI3RDRUG CO. 
etA/v;? A.,lll,v"y - Ow,.." 

U4 Walnut Street - Ph. 312·7900 
STILLWATER. OKJ.AHOMA 74074 

, 
I 

lbePrcai~ 
1lw wm'c Housc 
Wasbingtorl, D C 20S00 

Ucar Mr. Pretid.mt: 

Con;ratWa~OI1I on your outatand.iDg proposal to help our country deal widl tho cfiflioult issue 
ofhea1th eire refonn. This is one issue that fnI1y alfects evay American. I am proud Ibal our 
CommunitY R.etd Pharmacy Coalition For Health Care Refunn hag worked so closely with 
you. PlcaIC bow &hat. ~ 112,000 CummUlUt;y pbarnlaCis1s and Ihoir one million employees 
wiIl811'ppOt1 you and your efta as you work to contain hcabh Q&re «BtB. 

I am ~cedMr. President, lIlat 1he inclusiOn of a phatmacy bene1lt WIll pro'W to be one of 
Ihc II10Ill ~~ cdlimcnl ~Is ofyour proposal. 

R.ct0rmJ118 hca1dl care is aWI)' cIifIicult job•. AIry legislation passecl Will require time and patience 
before we ,ran ac1.1Ja1Iy detamine iUI eft'cc~esl.nut we must start ~." 

As apharmacist and state legisJator &om Oklahoma, I pledge to yOu my support to make hca1dt 
can accesaible mel atlOrdabIe for ID Americana. 

,I 

• 

http:Pretid.mt
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FOR RElEASE: Immediate. wecJneaday, September22, ~"3 ,:,',' 
. 	 . . \. 

YAW SUPPORTS CLINTON HEALTH CAlE PLAN' ~ :': ,· 	 . : ... 
" ' 

.': ~ 	 , .'.', . 
, : 

UAW President Owen Bieber atrcnfJly _ndOr;aed'the hellth '-I'll plan tg b. 

announced tonight by Pretiqem Bill Clinton. atatlng. ,;'V-Ie believe ,that thia well ' 

thought out and carefully atudiec:l plan \\111 mak8, heafth,~cara mora affardable. 

more aCOlldlIe and'more aecura," , ~, " ", :,' 


. ,,~. 't. :. :'..... : 

"That's good tc:K' wo1k8r1. Goad fDremploye",and~,~~Jo!.th~ country," 

8leberaddEd. , , "': :,' ,",,: ..!\: 


-,. Io~.tim, leadel'l.1n ttl, flQht for riltional:'heaitn ~re reform. al~bit·. ':', 
GOntinued. "we Will wqrtc ,WIth ~rtd. and energy to enact ttlll IIMmatK 1'1'OgIIIn,.- . . 	 , ... . . ".".. ,~ 

. comnWintlns an :ap.cif1O elementa of the .<;:Ilntak' ~pO.ti t.... U,AW 
I.-dlr .aid, WAccording ,1a aur infcrmation. ttl" plan !ricarpcnt8if.' number Of 
,basic principia WhICb,~ UAW hili long auppOl18Cl•. We: ~,'~~ 1ttt!~ the .
'pl-n-	 ;;" ••, •. "'. 	 ,'J •... 	. ,,. '. .. . . ,~... ,. . '. .' 

), ~: ~" ..' 
, 

. . . 
• 	 guwantaH I{nfvetlal aooeee to • ccmpraheniNe nIfIIIIe of health ... ' ''':

benefla; ,'. 	 ' , ", " .' .', ' , :. 
" .; .,I •• ' • 

, ,. '.' 

• 	 Impoee. tough co.. oantaInmant through .nfo~'ble; Dud~ 
... .,.. '. ". . ~ ," , "• 	 lalva the retiree health caRl problOm; 

-...',;.. 

• 0 " 

t 	 places .. GaP on OVerIIl! aut-of-pacicet c=sta, ,(ljolh pNmium, and. c:oat , ' 
sharin,g) which any indIVidual msy be ~ired~pay; .~. ,., , ' 

• 	 ratalna the tax free etatua of heaHh care ben....;n ,'. ': 
" : 	 ~ 

BltDtr 1110 eomtnend.:f 11\8 CliMl)n J'lilft far fta:,campaU_ with the 
UftIorl'llon;4nn gotl of 1Ch11Yln; a lingle payer hIIJfh.car8~., " 

We IIlute the ~1't8 of Praaldent cUntDn, HUlary ~ Cuftton and 
the entire White HoUSt'J health care team for tf1elr dedIcated and luccessful 
affart. We are CDmmitteCI to III pauage,- Biltber aanoludld. .:, 

RJMr 
opeiU484 
9/22/U-'1S 

.,.I."&:... . " 
••• I •• ~ 

. ' 

" ..' , 
~­

".IM 
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lbpPERSSPA 

~ II tI III..., $­

Dear Mr. President: 

F.irstof all, thank you for haV1:rq the o:urac:Je to risk yQlr 
po11t1Cal tUt:ure em SUCtl,a tUn:1amen.tal b.:aDan .right:.. 'lhe .siDple 
fact is that aJr countiy exists to pr:avide far the health, 
edI.I::atian am 1rI8l.tare of all its' citiza:'ls. Until lIm'mSAL 
H&\l.m C"ARE is a rMlity, our cxunt:ry fails to qtJold it;s' basic 
.ruurdi:ltlal. . ' 

'Ihe sP8c!rlc.¥ wllll:Je an Jnt.r1gu.1.rq debate mt I hape that I can . 
be a part of it. .. . . 

Of ClCQrSeI as a small business ~, I am deePly ~ al:alt 
risini ~ an:! dimillitlilWIJ pNtits. Q.II:'rE1t1y, our heaJ.t.b 
banlfit CDJts avem;J8 6' of paytQll oc::st:s. Altl¥::Ugb. we banefit 
fJ::aD an alliance with tba CbADi::::Ier at <):;I!r!w!>la:t, qulta similar 1:0 
ytur plcplS81, cur premiums in::reased by 16.4' in 12 1lO.1ths, ftaa. 
$182 per month to $213 per month. 

~, Hr. Prccidcnt., the 8UIIUiU:y WcZ I read ard ytQC. 

~tians that I have heard are ~'. intelligent ard fair, 

Please ca'ltinJe to l.istan to the a.veraga citizen. It will be 
~ greatest scurca of intozmat.icn an;! ~ in tba ~ 
ahecd.,i '..' 

since:rillY I . 

J:' 
1 -­..................... .-...................._ ..,.,..................11'9 ..,.,......... __...........................,..,.......... 
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An Important Message to t.heMembers ot' united seniors Health (;ooperative 
from the Board of Directors: 

People have been talking about a national health plan rOf' more than tsO years. There was 
an unsuccessful attempt to include health care W'lder the first Social Securit}· proposals 
and President Truman presented a proposal to the Congress which was deteated. It was 
only in the 1960s that President Jobnson gained enough support for passage or the 
Medicare and Medicaid legislation. President Nixon introduced a broader plan in the early 
1970s but it went nowhere. 

We will soon have an historic opportunity to guarantee access to basic health care at an 
affordable cost for all Americans. While the new plan expected to be announced soon by 
the Clinton Administration will not include everything we want, we believe it is the best 
that can be achieved at this time. We cannot risk total deteat in the quest for perfeetion. 
We~m':ge everY .In~_",ber of the Cooperative to do all YOU can to ensure that the new plan 
becomes the law of the land. . 

If this 'Plan does not pass, there ma,v not·be a second chance tor a very long time. 
Meanwhile, many ot us will grow sicker and poorer while 'We wait tor that next opportunity. 
Even those who have' good health insurance themselves know of someone who has lost a 
job (and. therefore. insurance benefits). who has become uninsurable through disability, or 
a young person who cannot find a run-time job which includes health insurance. or 
someone who may face these risks in the near future. 

United S~niors Health Cooperative takes this position: 

w" support thp. plan l"'P.C.Omm~nded by the Clinton Task Force on Health Care Reform. 

We appreciate the care and tbqroug/¥less which bas gone into preparing this plan and 
we are thar:zkfW that p"aple of all Jif!P.t:. in this country will soon ha.ve a.ccess to bealth 
care. 

We urge C'ODfIl'9JiJS to hold bQarings promptly fmri ['Jflt;f.: thp. propot:.aJ immediately. 

We reitera.te our desire to see in the plan provision tor cOmprehensive long-term care 
c()vc,r4(JC. We believe that mental health care should. be mort> adef]ntttf!l!ly provided Rnd 
urge the Congress to improve this coverage. 

We are frilling to PtJ.¥ oW' fair shlU'9 of the cost cf this plan and e1CP@ct to MCAivi:! 11. 

fair share of its lxmetlts. 

.	We Ul'gC cQ.ch of you to 'be preparod to contact yo\.\r M@mbers. of Con~S:::f:: immediately after 
the plan is announced and give them a simple message: 

We want national health care for ourselveG. our ~hiIdrP.n and our gr::.nrlnhHd'Nm. 

We support the national bealth plan and we want it passed as soon as pos$ible. 


A lIot.for-'lf'O.!it orgtInizatu," of hnltlt cart ctm$ume1'5 hdpinS people to Ilchit:1~ .lrtalth, in.dq;tndtl'lcC and fin!.m~1 $I!t:v~ity 
1331 H Street, N.W. • Suite 500 • Washington, D.C. 20005 • (202) 393-6222 • FAX (202) 783-0588 

http:reitera.te
http:propot:.aJ
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September 20. 1993 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1.600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
'ra.4thington. D.C. 20s00 

Dear Mr. President: 

l:am writing to add the support of the University of Chicago Hospitals to your 
bcallh rcfonn pIan. We commend your efforts and those of Mrs. Clinton in 
dpvelopinga much needed and comprehensive proposal. We believe that our . 
nation mu.~t fmd a health care system that offers security to all our citizens and that 
s¥ch a system must be found now ifwe are to continue to prosper in the world. 

The American Health Security Act offers us the opportunity to engage in thoughtful 
d~bate on the successes and failures of our current health care system. It is our 
sincere hope that the'conclusion of the debate will provide Americans with a 
syscem that maintains our potential for miracles while assuring access to everyone. 
We intend to be active participants.and wish you well as YOll undertake this most 
j~portantuuk. ' 

" 



to! '. j c::.. j.)..,; U ~;i '. '- W ~ , 

I 

i 
September 2i. 1993 

I . 
DiU Clinton I 
President of file United States . 
White HOu~ 
Washington'iD.C. 

, i 
Dear Mr. Pr¢sident: 

1 
. The ~ermont Teddy Bear Company is pleased to endorse your efforts to bring a national 
health care ~an to the American peoplc. . , . . 

! 

We recognize that good health is crucial to employee productivity. Equally important 
is freedom from the emotional and financial stresses associa~ with our currenl health care 
delivery systFID. We believe that American businesses - small and large - will benefit from 
having a health)' work force which enjoys ready access ttl an efficient hea11h care system. We 
encourage ydu to pursue the goals of eontaining costi.·streamlinin.g paperwork, and emphasb.:ing 
preventive ~alth care. 

I 

T~ you fOT making health care a priority of your administration. 
! 
I 

Sincerely, ; 

~~C,r~· 

Spencer Put~ 
Vice Presjd,( 

I 
l 
i 

2031 Sh.tbumt'Road 

P.O. Box 965* Shelburn~ \Wmont os.81 
w 80Z·985·3001 ... Fax 802.985.8899i. 
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STA'1'~( ~I L.~ 

'mE COMMANDER·IN-(;H.lhF 

September 22, 1993 

Iii~ Rodham Clinton 

The White Bouse ", 


Wasbington, DC 20002 


Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

On \)eha1f' of the Veterans of Foreign Wars ofthe United States I would like to thank you rw your 
eff'O,rts in workiDg toward heaJth~ refonn. We are par'tic::uJ.'trly appreciative that you have 
M'~ our views. and the views ofou:.' fellow veteraDs service oraanizations, throughout the 
proCess. We believe th~ health care reform concept proposcc1 by the Admini:stration iA a good. 
one~. Fwlher. we believe the role usigl'led the VA health care system.under this plan is gandlor 
AmcrD ami in the best interest ofveceJ'aJ2S. We are pleued to o!'er aur support.
;,' . \ 

I would also like tn commendSccretary o(Veterans Affairs, Jmsse Brown. On this i5sue, as with 
raanYather$, hebasem70urapi vetCI'aDS to become part of the process thereby eusurins our 
concerns are I4dtcssecl and \loiGee hoart!. 

'; 

~,'the health care debate begins the VFW looks forward tu \oolltinucd dii1lDSUe with both the 
A.dmin:istratiOI1 cm4 CODlf~\;, Touah and diflicult battles lie ahead. We are P.feparing for future 

. ba,~es eonfident that we will ultimately succeed. 

" 

j'
i' 

.. WASHt.... GTUN Ut't"JCf. • 

.i;' . - ....~... -'.. "'''''" • •••"",.\ R\" .o\NU "W.SUF.. ~••:•• \\'''SHt~(;TOS. D.t. mooz.57W.• AllY." C:ODr.lnl.5.IJ..~ 

Sincerely. 

Oamar 
mmam.ca-in..chief 

http:C:ODr.lnl.5.IJ
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Vm\SHeaJthl.':are Corp. 
100 Soum BiscaynE: Boulevard 
Miami. Florida 33.l31 
i<:ll:j'illJuI:: 30::; Ji"4 414) 

IN'NOVATIVE HOSPICE CARE~~I 

FOR RELBASE:September 23, 1993 
CONTACT: Ron Pried 

(305) 374-4143 

Vitas Realthcare corporation,· the nation's larqast provider of 
hospice care services I is pleased to support President Clinton's 
'Pro~osal for reforming the nation's healtheare system. We applaud
the President's vision in 'Pro'Posinq a system that balances 
America's need for hiqh quality care, universal access and 
effective cost control. The proposals are an iJDportantstep toward 
building a secure health care system for all Americans and we urqe
its adoption by the.conqress. . 

-30­
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,.,(0' v;e.. tnam Veterans of America. Inc. ' 1224 M Street. NWi' ~ 	 Wa~hil'lgUNl, OC 20005-5783 

.I IIIII	 U) (202) 628-2700 
. ~ (202) 628-6880 lar. 

..~ .~,.$~~t? to A...~..;-¢a~. I September 20, 1993 . I 

The 	First Lady 

rable Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Executive Office Building 


and Pen.:.,sy1vania Avenue i . NW 

Roo.• 100 

Was' ington, DC 20503 


Dea1 Mrs. Cl inton: 

, This letter is intended to express the sincere appreciation of 
:my rganization, Vietnam' Vet.erans of America (VVA), for your 
inc1~siveness and ope~~ess in responding to the concerns of the 
orga...,iz'ed veterans community on heal th care issues throughout your 
wor~ in crafting a comprehensive healt.h pl~~ for the nation. The 
veteJratis commu..,i ty provided you ,wi th i t.s preferences a..,d you 
deli~ered bysuseaining VA's health operacions as an independent 
ent.i~ylwithin the overall national health plan. 

;, 

It is gratifying to note that the extraordinary hospitality 
you and the President have shown the veterans org.p.nizations is 
withput parallel in recent memory. !n this connection, it is hoped 
the Icemonstration of hubris by a ::i:"epresentative o'f one of t.i.e 
vet.erans groups at last Saturday's meeting is not mistaken for a 
representation of ingrat.itude by all of tr..e veterans groups. 

!Mi.s. Clinto:l, even without having reviewed t!le- important 
detali.is of your plan, you may feel free to assu...-ne with considerable 
con.f~dence that WA is prepared to place the full weight of its 
advobacy efforts on Capitol Rill behind your plan. It may also 
inteFe~t you to know that unlike most of the other veterans groups, 
the ~v~ilability of choices for VA-dependent veterans in selecting 
health 'providers, as your pla.,makes possible for the first time, 
is e~en more important toVVA than the maintenance alone of an 
indepe:ident VA health system. ' 

, I U~der the cirCu.Tflstanc~s, ;our involvement in the legislative 
effort :to achieve national health will be focusec. not. only on VA, 
but flinstead on the overall program. This is because, we are 
conv need that the better the program for the nation as a whole, 
the et.ter the choices for veterans. ,The only difference we have 
With/YOU on t.his progr~~ has more to do with assumptions than with 
subs ance. We have less confidence than perhaps you have in how 
succ ssful VA will be in becoming user-friendly and t.herefore 
comp titive in attracting paying subscribers to VA health 
faci i ties. What we are certain of however, is that VA health 
cann¢t survive in a national health envirorl.-nent' absent your program 

for 	te.t~,_,=_.a,ns. . 

I ~__ ... A non"-'O!if """"",Of v"',,'''',,.' ""rvie.. e1'(l.lln'zalion .. 

http:detali.is
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AS the battle lines begin to take shape in this titanic 
st~ ggle to achieve national health, we look forward to playing a 
rol in supporting both you and the President. It should be added-- her that the reach of our efforts will extend well beyond t.he 
VetE9rans Affairs Committees. It is indeed ironic t.hat Vietna.'tl 
vet rans have never enjoyed the privilege of being able to rely on 
the 

," 

\ 

eterans Affairs Committees alone. 

Sinc,?-rely, 

/~ s 
Paul S. Ega...-l 
Executive Director 
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WA1TS HEALTH FOUNDATION, INC. 
CJ, 10300 S. Compton Ave. : ' Ii] 30406 W. Im.,.~ Hwy. 

L.oa Angeles, CA 90002'. InglewOod, CA D030S 
(213) 564-4331, , (310) 871..3485 
FAX: (213) 563-8378 . FAX: (310) 673-9178 

, ' September 20, 1993 

ria Fax, 
President Clinton. . , , 
1600 PenDsylvania,Av~ime, N.W. 
'Washington, DC 20500 
AtteDtiou: Debbie Fine' 

Dear Mr. President 

I have reviewed the out1ineof the Health Care Reform package and I 
amto1Bl1y supportive of the proposal to I:eformhea1thcare. Please be assured 
that I will be one of ~ individuals you can ~ OD to activelY, participate,in 

pUbJID fiinIogUD DJll1 a_ioninQ~ • of ~jDitlofi~ ,CRll Ofi}llQ _ 
at anyt.iIDe. "., 

, " 

, ' ' 

This morniDgat breakfast, I, invited you to visit the Watts Health 

Foundation and witness a live demonstration of a manage care organization 

dc1.iveriDg high qaalitj care to low income patients. We wOuld be happy aDd, 

honored to receive yoU. " 

f 

Clyde W. Oden, aD, MPH 
President and Chief Executlve Officer 

',' 

http:AIiCleH.ma


Seotember 21, 1993 

The Preslider.t 
The Whi~e JiA;ua= 
Wa8~in;toD. DC 20500 

t am writing to axpr.alii my .tl"oDg 8upport for your effort to 
'reform ~e nat1ac'. health ear. syatem. 

'l'l':.e National JtrllroadPa.8Uftger CorJ)or3.tiOD (,M,:l"o.k) :'Ast ye.a.r 
carried 2~ million iD~erclty paceengerc or. itc own trAino, ~. 
well Aa ~8.1 million ocmc~tcr8 under contract to C~u~er 
authori:iea. ~ employees are AmtraK' • .oat !~rt&n'; a.aet in 
providing our ~ran~rt.tlon oerv1ce, and ~heir acceae to health 
c:are ia clear:y of vi;al :oncern to us. 

M wto: l!...t.Iuw, .huwe\l'eL, IDill.i.Ollti o! Amei1..i.c;:ct.;lb .1-= "'VI1l...,l-=L~J.y w.i.1.1~u.\. 


!leal~b. 1nsurance ,coverage for a.ll or pan o~ every year.

M1llions o~ others are ·u."'<1e!'1r~sure<1,· a:1,<1 hea:~h care exper.liles 

consume an ever larger snare or Amer1Ca'S resources. Clearly,

:be present sys~em is DO~ wo~klng ~o mee~ our nation's needs. 


As President of a nat1~nal. corporat:.on, I recognize that a 
workable health care lIYatem makel senae!lOt on:y in tet"!r.s of 
publ ic policy I but ecoao1lLi.cally a8 well. We are fortunat.e to 
~ve a leaaer willing ~o ;ackle this di:ficult, but impcrtar.t 
issue, and you l:.ave T:IY full support. . .. 

Sin=erely, 

uJ ~~ u..l hn.~ 
W. Graham Claytor. Jr. 
T>T'e'S; &!oT"t' 

, . 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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September 23, 1993 

The Honorable william J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. president: 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the 
discu.ssions on health care reform. As an entrepreneur and 
business oWner I I have 8.1-"ays sought to provide high
quality health insurance to our employees. As our company
has grown and the COS1:8 of health care have risen 
sharply, this hos become more and more difficult. Costs 
are now at 6.5' of our gross payroll. 

Still; we remain committed to seeing that our employees 
are able to take CAre. of their health and are not 
burdened with .the fear of crushing medical bills.' We 
believe every American needs this basic provision. 

We welcome your efforts to begin controlling costs while 
providing~beneflts for all Americans. We know there are 
many issues to be resolved and we encourage enlightened
debate aimed, at solutions. We wish to be positive 
contrib~tors to that process, and we appreciate your
seeking the views of AmericAns beyond the -beltline- and 
beyond the cliches of Antiquated. anti-gover~ent business 
lobbies. ,­

Sincerely" 

Kevin Harper 
Chief Executive Officer 
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WIIbJn&toft, D.C. ·20500 



r We look forward to wOltiDa with ,ou, 1be AcJmlnisIntioIIDd the 

~ in belpm, to brio& about vitally Deeded Health Care moan whlch is a tine 

JIladC.7 fot aU ArD::riCw. 

Belt pa10ftIl reptds. 

SlDcere1y. 

oc: Mia. HlIIII)' RocIham CintDD _~~. -Tbe HODOI'Ib1e Rcma1cl H. Brown 

nae RODOI'Ib1e Michie! Kao1or 

The HOIlonhlc 'lbomu F. McLally. m 

The HODorible Robcn E. Rubin 

The Honorable Alexia M. Herman 
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.. Bethlehem Steel CorporatIon 

cuaftI M. IIddft'I ....-. 
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NATIONAL HEALTH CAlI UFOIM 

BethleberD .uppona Ibe ba* pdDApla of me am_ Rca1dt Cue bfonn Plu ad 

commend. the Pmidast and Ibc PiIst LId)' for tbelr leaderJhip 1B 1NI ¥bally lmpon:aDt area of 

Health Care R.efonn. hu IhI JUab.. priolU7 for· Bethldlem Scoe1. Bethlehem baa 

tppraximate1)' 211X1J KtivC employees and 1'0.000 health cue bcDdidrricl ..• acllv. employoea. 

retirees and their depeftden~. Bethlehem'. bcIlth care COSti hl"e been ioaeasina each fOIl' IDd 

bPe rileD b)' 4641 in tie lat 4 yean from $162 mUlion in 1989., $237 mUUcm In 1m. 
The CliDCOD PlIIl t. QOI1'lpreheDat¥c mutare- lID fonh IW14udI at abe federal leveL lid 

provid.. I role b ,,1II1eI in lmp1emcniadoa.. W. undefItaad Ihc P1u wiD ImpoIo be_ 

dlIdpUne. 011 pubIS and pft"'l1 bealtb care apencUq. mau. competition &mOQI bea11Il ... 

plVYkSrtl.lDcteue CODamer 1ncentivea to reduce COltS, IDd reduce IdnUJ.czadve apea.... We 

look fozwlfli to IeamIDI about and l\'1luatlq.U of Ibe deIIl1a ol1bc PIlI. 

Bcch1them iI a member of the NaliODa11Mdcnhip CoaUdOA for Healm Cue Reform. 

W. Ibppor& tbc Deed for oompreheDilve monn of our bca1th ClleI)'ltIm. We Jupport umvCl1l1 

ICCCII 10 that III ~ will be provided wltbhea1th cue covctap ODGe ~ Plan il fDU, 

implemented. W. bdilve that Health Amancea wU1 provide .. appropriate mecbtn4am'for tbo 
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deI1wIJ of Care m • mOil COlt effective 1IW1DIIr. Workable eOfl COIUtOl mochIftilll1l ... 

l.bIoJlD)y ~ntial for heal• ..:are reform to bo .uc;eat'ul. 

Wo JvUl be wod;la, dOte1y with 1be CJmron AdmiDlltralioll lad me Conpea. ID , 

dcveJoplnJ ~PJu .ad helpb'. to brtn. about the vcy much DOe4ed PlODfC lad eom~e 
'1 

) 

Sa"" ~,·Rdorm. . 
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.' . o -GM CHRYSLER 
CORPORATION 

September 1 7, 1993 

1be President 

1be White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 


. Dear Mr~ President: 

We want to congratulate you, the First Lady and her entire Task Force for having the 
courage to tackle the critical issue of health care reform. . 

Meeting the health care needs of Americans. keeping health cost growth in line with 
overall economic growth, and spreading costs fairly throughout the economy are all 
matters of paramount importance. Accomplishing these goals will help dictate the 
future standard of living for Americans. the competitiveness of American business in 
a global economy, and the ability of American businesses to -offer well paying, high 
value-added jobs. Moreover. as is so aptly stated in your proposal, a health system 
must reflect fundamental national beliefs about community, equality, justice and 
liberty . 

Many elements of your proposal will be particularly important to the competitiveness 
of those businesses, including our own, which are expected to help lead this country 
in the international market place. wi would. like to highlight some of them. 

Establishing, as a matter of this nation's health policy, a new means to help finance 
health care for retirees who are not yet 65, is most ~ppropriate. An of our major 
trading partners spread the costs for those not part of the active work force through 
the overall economy. Similar treatment in the United States will enhance our ability 
to compete internationally, while protecting the health care needs of all· Americans. 
We commen~ you for including this provision in your proposal. 

We also support a requirement that all employers help finance health care for all 
workers, including part time workers. All economic activity should carry its fair share 
of health costs. Further, we strongly endorse the provision permitting employers to 
continue to deduct health·benefit costs as a business expense • 
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To assore our nation's ability to, provide expanded health coverage, .we agree it is 
essential to hav.e budget discipline for the entire health system. Reducing the burden 
of health costs will help stimulate the economy and promote job growth. The 
atternative. capping only public sector spending, results in cost shifting and not cost 
reductipn •. problems our industry confronts today·· and increasing obstacles to job 
creation. Equally important i.s improving the quality of health care for all individuals, 
which ,we believe your proposat will do . 

., 
We obviously share your desire to see comprehensive health reform become a reality. 
To thi~; end, we hope we can work together to achieve all of the above objectives in 
this i~portant effort. . . ' . . 

" ',' 

, Sincerely, 

-
. John F. Smith, Jr. 

Chairm.an Pfesident 
Chrys~er Corporation 

Haro,d A. Poling 
Chairman 
Ford Motor Company , General Motors Corporation 

cc: Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Ira' C. Magaziner 

.! 
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CIRCUIT CITY 

AIM I. Wu,tr6J 

C/laim1411 ttl 'Ie' Bur"" 

VIA l'ACSIJlILI . 

sept.mber 22, 1913 

!be Pre.ldent 
'I.ba White Hou•• 
• a~ington, DC 200 

Dear Mr. Pr••id.nt: 

I want to· conqratulate you· on your health car. retor. 
1n1tiatlv... . 

tt'he probl., al you well know, has contracl1ctory aspeets. We 
have th.world'. bolt health car. for tho•• who can afford'it and 
the industrialized. world'. worst tor those WhO cannot. We also 
have the world'. aolt expensive .y.t.. (d••pite limited coverao.)
and this i8 cripplin9 our competitiveness, our federal and .tat. 
budoeta and our econollY. 

In attemptinv to rationalize thi••y.t._ FOU are f'indinv ul'ly 
o~tacle., especially inter••t vroup. who banefit fro. the statu8 
quo. aut you and The ~i,..t f.ady bay. skillfully direc:t.ed AIler-iea'. 
attention to a probl•• that deeply trouble. every tully. 

I certainly support. your ettort. to develop aD affordable 
.y.t.e. of healt.h ear. for all .&aerlcan.,. ba.tH! on t.be t.vin 
pr1ftclple. of univar••lcoveracje and coat reduction. If I can be 

.of help, I wou1.4 be pl•••• t.o eSo H.. '

81}) , 
·101&11 L. !!!f. 

.. 
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September 21, 1993 


ThePreaident 
The White House 

, 1600 Per.nsy!vania Avenue, !I.W. 

Washinqton, D.C.205QO 


Dear Mr. President: 

As you prepare to formally announce the details of your
health care reform p+an, ! wish toexpres9 mf 9up~rtfor the 
~ign1ficL~t initiatives you have taken on th1S subJect. I 
compliment you for havinq the political courage to face up to 
the serious economic 'and social problems currently before -us, 
;he fortitude to pursue your goals forthri9htly, and the de­
termination t~move effective plans through Congress. 
I 

, As I indicated to you in our luncheon conversation on 
JWle 16, and in ::11y previous letters of July 31 and September
10, health care 1ssues have been a subject of serious stu~y and, 
C:ieep concern with1n our cottpany'for the past 10 years. Given' 
yo"'.!%' plan, the, means f~r, apply1ng adequate r.efomand ~eliv­
eraq qualit.y health care with cost contaimnent can be' put in 
place for,all Americana. 

'.', KY' knowledge of'; your plan,'atthis ,time, is l~itedto 
~arious press ~eports that have appeared ove~ the past few 
",eeks. !f they areaccura1:e, however, two aspects of your plan
.strike at the heart of the current problems, and that, I support 
~nthusiastically. They 'are: ,., , ' 
" 

I 1., COst sharing and. deductible.. Each individual 
, :definitely must share at lea8t a portion of the CO"8t. In my
,July 31 letter to you, ! spoke of the need, for consequences for 
'all. '{our provision for reasonable deductibles, together with 
:.::o-payments, will help to establish' a sense of respons1bility 
with 'C!le user of health services, and provide some financial 
consequences for his or her actions. This is aD absolutely
iessential feature in order to contain costs. 

, 2. Ur.lversal coverage. Every American should have access 
.to nealth care, and 'your system steadfastly provides for thi8. 
iThia is an excellent goal unto iteelt, L~d one that has been 
ibadly needed. But thi8 qe::leral provision also will have a 

http:1I2C2.Q2
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benefit on the coat-containment side. Your plan require. every
employer who is able to pay for his or her employees· health 
care plan to clo so. Such costs, therefore, cannot be shifted 
to others. The load is fairly distributed. This will prove to 
be a pivotal element in the ability to hold down health care 
costa ,for all. Also, your approach to the problems of small 
business 18 fair and equitable. 

There are many other featux-esof the plan that! strongly
applaud, such a. ~~e reduction of redta~ in claims 
processing, the effort to cut down on dU,Plication and outright
fraud in prescribing and billing for 'services, and the need to 

. ~d.d.re8s malpractice and related .litigation issues. This is a 
complex proposal and I'm certain there will be other provisions 
we will endorse as equally useful. If I fault your plan at all 
:i.twculd be in the area of litigation cost containment, and 
'disciplining of the trial lawyers. They are abu8ingAmerican
society as much as the health industry, and this' is a ;ood time 
to br1ng this'part of the abuse-to rest. Please do this. 

I applaud the members of the comm1.81on·hea~ed by Hr•• 
Clinton for' their work. They have done a masterful job of 
putting together a package to address this moet difficult . 
problem that has grown, largely without restraint, tor many 
years. It is my bope that. the members of your admin1stration 
will have frequent, ong~in9 contact OD thi. 8\ibject with 
business leader., who -- together with the government and ita 
taxpayer. --·ate responaible for paying the bill for all health 
care in JmeriC&. 

, .Some have cr!tlcized' this effort as br1ng1J1; too much. 

qovernment into the free market system.. "the health industry

has no fr.. market. Involvaent of .govermDeut in the lUUUler . 

. Y9u propose work. to establish a free market and therefore 
allow. 2&rket force. to work -- market forces that have been 
absent in the pa.t.. . 

AI' I have stated previously, I am seriously interested in 
solutions to our nation's health care dilemma. If-I can assist 
YO\1 in any way, please call on me. I congratulate you on the 
proqress made thus far_ and encourage youz continued strong 
support of health care reform, cost containment, and qual1ty
health delivery. 

Sincerely yo ra, 

~ Drummond· 
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aeri:ca. CINIwe· 
......dIII'I': 
Ow'.eJUICU'l:·~ Cf'fClll'" 

September 22, 1113 

I, 

!'be' .OD~rabl. Will1am Clint~n 
President of the United State•. 
~ White Bouse 
Wathington, D. C. 

Dear Pre.ident Clinton• 
. :, .. 

I , , 

AI we have reported in the pag., of B%.tA.CS IRHDRISI Kaga.ina,
health.care coveragecontinu•• to be a ..jor cballenge to thi. 
nation.:' . With more than 37 million \min,ured American., .the time 
hat come for ou.r govemmentto take bold .tridel to remedy this 
ahAmeful .ituation. The fact that a diaproportioAate number of 
African: Americana are reprea'nted amongth. rankl of the UD- and 
UDderinlured i. of partiCll~ar concern to ... 

A. ttl publither of. bulinell mag••1ne targeted to African 
American., I would be rem1.. in not also addra•• ing the 

. burden.ome higb ~o.t. of health car. 011 lmall anc!. emerging
bu.11'le••es. Over the ,ears, or9an~zat~ons. 'that represent lullbu.in... bave reported that the.. .p~rallftg COlti heve ranked 
aDeftg the top challenge, .that the, fac••ach year• 

. I" "', . " 

Your b~althcar. plan i •• major .tep in the rigbt direction to 
taekle ~rica,.health care cri,it. %t i. heart.niDg to finally
bave ~ Administration 1n place that 11 wil11ngto confront the 
mo.t prelling i ••ues of our t~•• % aa confident that your team 
hal th, gutl and the ezperti•• to de11ver the bealth care .y.tem
that Americanl have lon; delerved• 

.Sincerely, 

I 
" 
" cU>I~ 

larl·a. Grav•• 

EM II. a...,.. Publ..","_ Co........ 

130 II/ft:t'\ A~ New "Wbrk. New "tbrk 1c::xJ11~ 
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gepteaablr 21, 1993 

~ Kcftorab'-t W11Uun J.etlrtOft Cl1I\ton 
PI_dent 01 !be UDittd S&atlt . 
ftlaWW.HWM 
ltiOO Pen1\l)'lvanll N.W. 
w~DC . 

Dvar P~all Clinton: 

Oft 'btl\aJf of tsDS, 1 wish.o COI\If.t\.tllte you, the ftnt lady lAd yow ",tiN 
staff 01\ the wmmltment and ,,,.cienhlp you haw demONtrl~ to date on 
the 1nuI of national h.alth relorm. Your propoNl provldelecxce11ct
IW'tlnc point for tl\t Qtltmat cltbate mwhidl we mUit 111111&11' " we aft 
Her to achl"t· OU1 dua1 objectives of COlt CODtI1Nnent an4 wUV1f11l lta'Uo 

1.11 lUSc, telf-lNu.red ~?any U-.atjrov1d.. D'Wly eervica .., the heal'" 
CI.1"Ilndwst1')", IDS, our emplo)'H& an .our tu.,tnm.... 'WIC'IIJld". dl'.matically 
lmpacttd by the reform rNN"uet you haw FOpoMd. We look Iorwll'd tID 
:::;~ with ycu O'W!!I tho comi.na 1'1\01\.tha to _UN whlttYer .pl.don IA 

by tM Congrt. not only cor.fCtJ "..,. probkmI III our h.alth 

cali I)'II:I!II\.t ftl prGIorva and el\hanca I1KIH 11",* 01 our 8)'Itftn boal 

which WI all beriIfit. . 


Sincerely, 

~d"ofu~<J..O:= .. 
Alice Luak 

AL:lw 

~'wr........,.,..... 

.....1t.-t_ 
:tIll ......."'('11.,...", 




ENRON
CORP 

September ~t 1993 

.. ' 

" 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The 'WhIte House 
WaShington, DC 20500 

'I 

Dear" Mr. Presidert: 
. " 

: Enron Corp. supports your objective of reforming the health-care system. 
Your goal to assure all Americans basiC healtn-care coverage is truly visionary 
and:necessary. 

No the aam8 time. solution$ must be found for spiraling heaith-care costs 
that 'are eroding the competiveness of U.S. companies in international markets 
andC8using lower wages. higher prices for goods and services, and higher. 
taxes here at home. . 

\ Ernxl COIp. is committed to reasooable and equitable reform of the health­
care system. In addition to controlling costs on a sustained basis, some of the 
aitieal refonn objectives we support are: all Americans should pay for a portion 
of their heafth..care bills thereby becoming informed consumers; a competitive 
health.care system must be nurtured where the most efficient and highest quality 
proViders will flouriSh; the current legal system must be reformed to reduce U", 
deadweight cost d. unjustified malpractice lawsuits and the enormous cost of 
defensive medicine to prevent them.; and uniform administrative processes need 
lobe implemented which will groatly rcc:Iuoe the administrative cost of an health . 
care. 

'. We appreciate your leadership In this area which is very imPOrtant to all 
U. S,: citizens and employers and 'stand ready to work with you and yOU" 
administration an)' way we can. 

TOTA,.-P.92 

http:TOTA,.-P.92


-- CotpGia...... ' Pt.tllicMais 

I FardMab7~:~~fk*d .. 
. Deetbcrn. ~ 481Z1II 'nlllpliiCIC•. (31S) 122-8600 

.NEWS 

• IlIx: 013) I4M51O 

Contact: AI Chambers 
(313) 322-9545 or 

DavId Caplan 
(313) 322-9600 

NATIONAL·HBALni.cARE REFORM.FSENTIAL 

FonowiDa 15 a statement by Harold A. PoliD& chairman and chief 
executive nf'fic:m, Ford Momr Cnmpany: . 

'The qaaIity of American health care ovenUl .is the b=.I. iu Ihc wurld, 
, . 

but it aIIo is the moctexpensiYe. Persistently rising health-care cosu h4ve 

eroded the intc::rnational competitiveness of American hu.~neA"'.' 

Credit should go to Praident CintOD for finally farcma the issue ­

hi$ six priDdple plan is the most comprehensive and far reachinS ever offered. 

Now the President and the Congress, Republicans and Dcmoc:rats workiDg 

together, need to pall a plan that.provides C1JVCraae for all Americans, 

maintains quality and brings our 5piraling hcaJth-cve costs uncler control 

The American people waDt beaItb-Care reform to be ~ C1eba.teCl tn1.Iy 

and moat impol1aDtJy eacd upaD promptly. The counuy ca.a.uOl wail au, 

1ozJser. 
4 • Ford Motor Company is pleased that the President bas included the 

foDowfDg elements in IDs proposal. . In our \'jew, they an need to be Ietained 

81 a key part Of U.s. efforts to compete 5~. 

\ 

. ! 
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i_There should be Iimi1s on haw much will be spent on health 

care. EvelY household and buSiness in America must conttal 

how much it spends - doesn't it make sense that we do this for 

health care? ,.. 
. _. Fairness requires that all employers should participate ill the 
·t 

prOJl"Blll although there may need to be some relief for small 
.' , 

bUliDCUCL 

lD an major DBtioDs' with whom we compete, bIoad-based 

national proJramS exist to provide COYCIagC for rctirccL 1'ho&e 

'WDrken, who ha1'e provided strength to the country for decades. 

should continue to have aa:ess to high quality healthcarc as part 

of a national solution. 
i, 

:: _ A comprehensive benefit plan that includespcrscription drugs 
j; 

for the elderly who have been bit particularly bard by high drug 

### 

9/Z1193 ii,.. 

, 
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3500 Pcnnsy Dnve The world'SlTIOSt . 
~ndover, Maryland 20785·1691 unusual lumber ya'd~.HECHINGER 3013411000 

september 21, 1993 

Tbe Pr.sident 
The White Sou •• 
Waahin9ton, D.C. 20500 

ICy clear Mr. President: 

I could not agree with you and the Firat Lady aore that health 
cost containment ia the number on. economic problem of 
America.· In my company ot. some 18,000 employ••s, we have been 
experiencing clo.e to an unreal increase 1n health care cost 
of 18' per year. It is as if we are in a banana republic with 
runaway inflation. 

AS we approach tbe·difficUlt days ahead honing the details ot 
the various .part. of the legislation, 1 .. fully in accord 
with C. Everett Koop's atatellentthat you and Mr•• Clinton 
have naccomplisbed more in health care refor. in the pa8t four 
months than all of your livin9 predece.sors put together, ­

But, I realize now co.e. the hard part of ¥orkin! out the 
particulars. Por even I, as one of your staunch aupporter., 
worry about how we will pay for 80m8 part- of the prograa. 

Se.t of luck1 

John W. Bechinqer, Sr. 

Chairman of the Board 


.JWHljb 



1NVAcARE 

nnovaCion in Health Care 'U 

September 17. 1993 

n.e President 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dtar Mr. President: 

..: On behalf of Invacare Corporation and the home care industry, I want to thank 
you for the opportunities you have provided us to present our views on health care and in 
particular, the opponunity to ~ew your comprehensive health care reform proposal. 
Inyacare is the world's leading manufacturer ~d distnoutor of home medical. equipment 
(liME) with over 3,400 employees worldWlde and 1993 sales expected to top 5370 
million. 

;: J am impresSed with your level of understanding of the role bome health care can 
p~y in increasing access to health ~e while reducing costs. It is dear you understand· . 
that home health care is a viable'alternative to facility-based care for both acute and 10ng­
tei1n care. From your record in Arkansas and the emphasis on home care in the proposed 
AI:Derican Health Security Act. "it is clear that you know that 7()1~ of Americans polled 
state that they would rather recover from an accident or illness in their home. It is also 
cl~ you understand that, in many cases. home care can yield diDical outcomes equal to 
or better than facility-based care~ . 

:: . I have reviewed the 'Working group draft of the plan and are most appreciative of 
the fact that you have included both home health care services and liME IS covered items 
in the basic benefits package which wiD be the central focus of the American Health 
Security Act .of 1993. I beliew you have proposed meaningfUl Rform that is good for 
AI1lerica and with the inclusion,of coverage for bome care services and lIME, your plan 
cin meet the twin objectives of reducing costs while insuring ICCeSI to health care for 
every American. . 

•. Many arguments will be mounted in opposition to your proposal and 1am sure that 
one of them wiD be • projected adverse impact on empl~ lbose who would make 
this argument have lost sip of the growth potential for home care.. ~ demand for 
D1.lI"SeS. therapists and aides to provide home health services is already bigh·and it wiD 
increase ifyour plan is adopted. As home health care is made available to the 37 million 
uninsured Amencans and home care is extended to others IS a covered long-term care 
option, businesses like Invacare ·~n conti~ue to grow and create jobs in the U.S.A. 

• 




INVACARE 


The President 
September 17, 1993 
Page Two 

Mr. President, I truly believe that the basic benefits package you will propose to 
Congress next week as part of the American Health Security Act will be good for America 
and Americans, and I am wiDing to publicly express my support for this package in 
whatever way you may find appropriate.. Toward ~ end. I would like to extend an 
invitation to you and Mrs. Clinton to viSit lnvacare ather at our world headquarters in 
Elyria, Ohio or at our major manufacturing facility in Sanford. Florida. These would be 
great venues to speak about your support of bome care and the reasons why you have 
included it in your basic benefits package. ' 

I also serve on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of The Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation. one of the most advanced heath care institutions in the world. One of 
the fastest growing programs at The Clinic is our home care subsidiary wroch provides 
cost-effective and clinically-appropriate services to people with severe heath conditions ­
including patients awaiting heart transplant surgery! This would be I 'very appropriate 
venue to discuss the role of home care in'meeting the needs ofpatients with acute illness. 

, In closing, I want to thank you for your leadership on this important issue and 
congratulate your s~aff and the. White House Task Force on Health Care R~orm for a job 
well done, As the debate on this important issue heats up, please know that I support 
your basic benefits package and stand ready to aniculate that support upon request. 

...MM:bjb 
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STATEMENT ON PRESIDENT CUNTON'S 


HEALTH CARE REFORM PROPOSAL· 


BY ROBERT C. WILUAMS 


CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENTAND CEO· JAMES RIVER CORPORA TION . 


I . 

I suppe;,rt a national.·health.care program. The current system is out of 
11 . ',. 

contro~ and there is serious inequality. Free enterprise has not quite done 

the job. This is a massive and complex undertaking. It should not be 

hurried. The" President and Mrs. Clinton and their staff have made . . 

comm~ndable progress. I hope that we can figure out how' to pay for . 

delive~ing upgraded health ca~e to 37 million uninsured Americans, along 

with aU the rest of us as we all live longer ahd as medical science 

advances and becomes more sophisticated and more expensive . 

., 
" 

:" 
'J­

" 

Ii 
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J7NIdlDt WSlUaa Jeft.NOn CUl6tOD 
'Z1att 1nIlteBou.. 
liDO ,.....-...ta A"d. 
~6j)C1aaoo 

J)-.: Jfr. PNlS4ODt: 

TIUD plIu,d 142 endon, the AdJn1nlatrationf • heI1th caN Nfol"lD plan. YO'Qr 1011 to 
,I'&I&I'Cltae COQzoehaDllv8 hea11h DOv..,. for aD Amar1CU1 Nprdl... ofhMlth or 
..~ II1&tD. Sa .• IDDIt worthy aD.4 taporturt cau•• aiI4 oM In which an 
.A8la'rialnl wm beneftt. It. plall that woul4 altCV.M aOOl•• to ClullSt)' bMlth CJ8N. 
J)NlRYt tb'l'!Pt to chooa. 70Ul' 400t0r. bI'ID,HcalattD.c COIti UDder oantrolact 
...bUI" f'l.trD.en for thole whO JlIl,.••,".. the .~ of aU Allftloua. t &1ft 
oomadttad to belP1q you 'b'l'ba, Amlrlcau toptb.tza tor • ~t1deza Amadea, 

John Al4In Uf.tnlurance COIopt.n1 bwu'N8 SD01'I than ltO.ooo IIDID bu.SD.eI•• In 
." ltates. AI an· WUl"81' or .11&11 ~u.1DN"" tJ'pt~ -U bolD t to I 
HtPlonea. JDbD A14eD lIaell"', awaN or Ute nnd to iee.P 4; t,. heIlth c:..n 
1ft00000bt. for Ita cutomflra. ..yof .•• who WOl't At lolm Ald••De". u.t with 
JOUr pu. tbe COlli of beIlth.caN borM ~ Uaall IMll b"...... that bay. 
pl'OVt4e4 IuVODa to t:bIIJo 0II:IP10J'I1I wm 'bit lION fatJb' dlaVl'b\lte4 am!OA .n 
eaplcJy8n. ~~I. ,-.11. u ....u u .IIP~, 

P.... OCNDt OIl U8 tO'l' II1lPPOl'L UmNpwt the bM1th ClIft debate... look IDl"ftId . 
tobelPiDaJOLl..a tht MuJoan.cl:Niuaot wu..l'II81.... to bWtbCllU'e a ~. 
Ooo4loail 

IlUlN1l. 

~ 
WD1Iaa I. iraut. Jr. 
WBII:jr. 

.· 
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Enem', ,\'att:raj Resources. thp. En"imr!~lent. 

One Norwest Center 
1700 U:1coln. SUite 4iUti 
Oenver.\'.olorado 602l1~ 

303'lJ60-iSl0 
:1 I,tax) 303!A60·()111 

Septembeli 21. 1993 
I . 

presiU",nt of the Untted States 

The wniteHouse . 

Wast5ngtOn. D.C. 20500 


n 

Dear Mr. President:
" . 

I eommenc you and your adminiStration for your courage !n addressing the health-

care criSis: in America It is one of the major iSSUes of our time. . 


I 

A~ a midd'ie-ela$$ American with two post-g,.duate degrees and CEO statU$ in the 

energy.industry, 1have pet'$Onally faced tt"' loss of my own health inSUrance and the 

apprehenSion of conrro~tlng not only • serious Illness bf.!t also its nearly , '. 

ovel'Whelm~ng medical costs without the security of insurance. I have colleagues and 

friends \oYho, with their families. have ~ced similar frightening situations. 


The uncertainty of insurance coverage and the escalation of medical costs Impair 

America's: economic productivity. The potential is tI'Iet'e for any Of us - the financially 

-Sf:IciJre- as well as tI'IOse whO r8.1se families on modest salaries or face retirement on 

a fixed income - to have our savings:and our incomes devastated by a Hrious 

!llness. As the horror s1nries inereeM~ AmaicaM become more disheartened about 

thefutur.: .. . 

I supporl,Youretrol1S WhOleheartedly ri appreciate the extensive reSearch you have 

done toi~e at the plan you are J)roposlng. It is so important 10 spare future 

gene:atiohs the dilemma of medical treatment \1$. fina.neiaJ lalv.ency that increasing . 

runben;of Olr own genwation now face. 


:' 

Very trUl;/ yours, 

(\ _I: ~u C\ ...........\,: _ 

.~~~ 

Fred C. Julander, 
President: 

Pride in th" Rockies 

TOT~ p.ra:2 



USf,OA ASSOaA'1'ES, INC. 

1317 FSlUE!. N.W. 


Sum 802 

WASHJt.:GTON. D.C. 20004 


(202) 737-2622 
PAX (102) 638-197J 

1be Roaonb1e BiD C1iJIlGD 
~ ctlhc Called StIles 
11Ie Whitt HDuIe 
WashingUD. DC 

nc. Mr. Precidad: 

AJ a saD busiDcs' 0Irt1a. 1would lite tc expRa IDV ~ for !OUf balth CM reform iDit:iatM. III my 
fifteen)'CIIS u a basi~ OWDCI' I hI\.'C cxpcricDcecllDOll fi tbe prdJlcms your plan acS4resIes. 

,ltmI18f)'belieYe tlw.acomprebellsM cmplo)-ec bWth 1)1111 ia a~' tcol in ~~.rttaimiq hi" . 
c;t.lit) eml'l~. hs:iIwe mthat belief'11iM ft'IIdt the commitmem to provide Ibis ctMnIt despite 1be 
direcI busiD!a c:cm. Mttly 01 my O'IIlea!"5 in the VMlI baIti~ :mnnwrjr,y 11110 bold 1IIis beli.cfbJI baft 
_dIS,*", Levenp with iuurm to ~te. piA" .hat " flnanc:iaI1)' ~ Yaar plIIl wiD 1Mtlae 
maaIl buIiMtS tbe lIme'deut ia deaJiq v.ith HMOI ad iUarm.. tlle 1at'8eC Cl'II'poI ations 

ne.c:amat ~ alto pent1iw auJl "vi..... .a.mpt1.. ., prgvidt ~NaI6 iaIaI'IIICe for 
*if~ ill two....,... V.... tIImaP Jilamaa the pcroeat 01 moiAic..1 u...x. ibid i.e tax ....1iWt 
-. JOOC:IId. ~ eJIoowiaa,., ~ to.... tDpaMM ..... 

lam alto bcIIJy ann fI die ~__..Gmad hcI1da cart·.,... pial • allDll __ 
... n.:wucaL RIq'-'-'(J/~akaha. c.pIaa cklrcfhD _ tis ~1imitod ~ 
tsInIM ..a~ III'" I1a:ia JlliInIIy.- - bdpiDc JIll ra tile'; II 

JdbnD at_ kaldl em ~ IlIoac ~ 11lppliMll)WI ww~ dI'oR 10 ~dIiI_ 

SUd MlUDi1D 1M )'01 my support. . 


Ul 



THE MILLS GROUP 

Empkrp 'BfntIi" CotrIulting & Bro1rn~gt 

1060C AUOW'r.EAt, Dl.'\1 . 	 , P1EDMONT CiNTtJl 
SUiT1190 . SUIT2101 
PAllPAX. \'2CINlA Z2QSI.'l A~'TA. CSlXaIA 3C305 
~) SS2.c. " (401) 2S911C 
'~~;S«S5··, PM (tot) W.Jf..'1 

september 
\ 

22, 1993 

Hon. WiDJam JeffeJ.'&Ol1 Clinton 

The President of the V'JJited States 

.The White House 

1600 PeDDSytvama Avemse 

W~DC20S00 

.' 

Dear rrosi4eilt Cl:1moD: 

Ju a health care iDsurancc brOker, an ower or two small busine~ lJlda fOllDder of 
Bl1a1U!l~ for . Social R.e.~m!Yt I am writina to eJq)fW my support of your' vitally 
important initiative to reform our health care S)'SteDL . 

.	The 1Yi~ u we bow it todaY limply JDU5t be chanaed. The Mills Group hu spent the 
last ten yean mcorporate beDedu departmeDti aDd board roorDI assistiDg cmplO)'CD in the 
ethical andfiaaacial strugles of determ;ni"l who will be elip"le for what COverases and 
who will pay what portion Of the premium. We fee1lib d.octors servin& a terminal patient. 

We ave' obse"ecl1he 1mteDlb1e pm.d0l of people beiDa d.Died CO'fef8ICbecause they 
utd cart. All of us know of people who are afraid to or c:aD1lot cha:aae jot. DeC'l.Ule thef 
are afrai~ of losiD& healtb care be~ Thia is not the American WI!J. . 

., . 
'. 	 ..,. 

We praiSe JOIU' efforts to embrace and eafarce a free market. yet m1Tl11ed. process. W. 
eJlCOUt8le yog 10 SUive for • bi&bl1competitive market ellriroJlJDeDt to eoutrol eGItL 

,. 	 lD ordet;io prOyide coverap to 'aD. there mUst be aharinl and Jivina. ID that 00DtcIt, II you 
reinvent; ,.covemmeDt. rn be rehtvutma my health insuraDce brokefll' busiriess. Perhaps
I caD MJl myself of the I'CICNl'OeI of tDe SBAJ , . 

Thank yOu aDd MIL cmtonfordemonstratiq the leadership in undertakina this enol'DlOlU 
1aSk.. We, YipousIy applaud your effor1I. .. 

".! 	 •• _._ ... _ ...._ .. _----.----_ .. ­
.. ----------..--_. 



COMMUNI1Y RETAIL PHARMACY 

NARD NACDS 

Owies II. ...~ P.D. Health Care Refonn Coalition Ron;dd L Ziegkr 
LlPClifil'e Presidellt & alief 

VIa' Presidelll The CoalUlon Representing LW!C1llil'l? OjJicer 

RetaU CommunUy Plulrmacy in AmeriaL 

September 17, 1993 

The President 
1lae White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the Community Retail Pharmacy Coalition for Health Care Reform we 
commend you, Mrs. Clinton, and the memben of the President's Task Force on 
Health Care Reform for your efforts to reform America's health care system. 

The Coalition, composed of the National Association of Chain Drug Stores and the 
National Association of Retail Druggists, represents the totality of community retail 
pharmacy in America. 

Specifically, we are pleased with your recognition of the importance of community 
retail pharmacy and its cost saving and critical role in the delivery of preventive 
patient care. 

We believe yO~Jr commitment to reform and the security it will bring to all Americans . 
deserves the strong and active support of community retail pharmacy. 

Our Coalition - through our 112,000 community retail pharmacists and our more than 
one million employees - is prepared to communicate aggressively the merits of the 
evolving plan in our efforts to further enhance and solidify public support for your 
health care reform proposal. We will bring enthusiastic support through the 
interaction of community retail pharmacists with millions of patients each day in more 
than 60,000 drugstores. 
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, 

17, 1993 
Page TW9 

" 

The Coalition can be especially effective in working with our pharmacists to convey 
the va1u~; of new prescription drug coverage to the many uninsured and elderly 
patients who visit their pharmacy each day. We especially applaud your expansion of 
Medicare benefits to include pharmacist services and prescripti<?n drug coverage that 
will pro~\ide cost savings to the health, care system as well as additional higb-quality 

, services to Medicare beneficiaries. 
" 

The Coalition looks forward to being a continuing participant and supponive resource 
througbout the public policy process on this important initiative. 

o ~. Ziegler 
resident and Chief Executive Officer 

National\'Association of Chain Drug Stores 

;1 

• 

Cbarles M. West, P.O. 
Executive Vice President 
National Association of Retail 
Druggists 
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September 21, 1'" 

The P.I:eI ic!ent. 
The w:bJ.te Hou•• 
WubJ..llaton. DC 20500 

])ec Jb:'. President: 

On behalf of the lUte Aid Corporaticl1. c:urrently 
o~tJ...nc 2.667 dru&stores in 23 .tate. and the DistriC't of 
Col'\ab1a, I extend to you. Jlt's.Clintoza an4 the meilben of the 
Heal th care llefom ~ask Porc. tIl'/ per.ow cOQSl:atulatioD. 011 the 
W tial :esulta of your offorts to l'fIiiIke available to all AlDericans 
aD affordal:>le bealth care system. While a creat cSeal of work 
~. before lola, lam pleaaed that. you have reooanizecS the 
iJIIportance which retail pba%'lnaCY can and does play in 4elive7:1nI 
cost effective presc:.t'iption MdJ.cat.i.on to th. c:cxlI1nmities 1D which 
". operate. . 

I pi_dae to you the wllliDpe.s of tite J.:ie! 
CO:pG¥'ation to cont..:i.nue to wc:q:l( with t.tu.. Adminis'b:'ation to help 
eDact affordable la.ialation which will car:y out the concepts 
outlin.4 1D your l:'efom plan. 

. Please look tovucll tit. 1.14 CorporatJ.OD. .. aD 
onao1=a nsource th:I:ou&hovt 'tM upCCDina 1.,181aU". debate Oft yow
:efozm initiative. 

http:CorporatJ.OD
http:MdJ.cat.i.on
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r' 

Bill Climon :j 
" 


President of ~ CiUteJ States 

While Hnuse ' 

.!

Washtngton"iD.C. . 
l 
,I 

Dear Mr. pfcsideDt: 

The Vermont Teddy 'Rear Company is pleased to endorse y~ur efforts to bring a mational 
health care ,,'an to the ~rican people. " 

We recognize that g(~ health is' crucial to employee productivity . Equally imponant 
is freedonl from the emotinnal and fmaDcial stresses' i.ssociaWd with our currenl healtb care 
delivery sy~em. We believe that American busmessC'5 - small and large - will benefit from 
having a heaith), work fnrce.whichenjoys ready access to an etrn..ient health care system. We 
encourage yOu to pursue the' goals of containing COltS. streamlining paperwork,and emphasizing 
preventive l1+alth care. . 

,r 

~ you for ma.king health, care a priority of your administration. 

", 

Sincerely. 
"" 

: i . 

~+c.r~ 

Spencer PuWam ' 
Vice Presid,ept 

" ' 
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! P.O. Box 965 .. Shelburne, \Wmont 05481 . 
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