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CHaude Pepper’s brother:
Do!e wouldn’t get vote

TALLAHASSEE - Make no
mxstake Claude Pe wouldn't
have voted for Bob Dole this year,

says Pepper’s only surviving
brother ,

In pledges to protect Medi-
Cdre, Dole has noted as proof of his
smcenty a 1983 letter from Pep-
, per;ithe late Miami congressman
" and ‘champion of the elderly.

But Frank Pepper, brother of
the Democratic congressman and
' former U.S. senator from Florida
who; died in 1989, is askmg the
Republican nominee for p ent
to keep Claude Pepper’s namé out
of the campaign.

“Usmg my brother's fine
name, sterling record of support
for programs to benefit seniors and
his tnemory for this purpose is
- inappropriate,” wrote Frank Pep-
- per, 78 a retired TV broadcaster

in Tallahassee ina }etter to Dole
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- in his race with President
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Pepper’s

brother
tells Dole

1o lay off

By MARK SILVA
Oapital Bureau Chigl

+ TALLAHASSEE — Make no
mistake: Claude Pepper wouldn’t

- have votcd for Bob Dole this

Eear, Peppet’s - only - surviving
rother says.

-.In pledacs to protect Medicare,

oy o g Dro*ze‘s pgoof
A S r |
CAMPAIG "5t
N rrom [ Ty
. 96 thoe_ . P ate

M?ami congressman and cham-
Elon of the clderly. But now Dole

-has another Pepper letter he
won't be so proud of. | _

Frank Pepper, brother of the
- Democratic congressinan  and

former U.S. senator from Florida
who dicd in 1989, is asking the

¥ nominec for
Wi president  to
M keep  Claude
A Pepper's name
"fr{ out of the cam-
' paign.

“Using my
brother’s  fine
8| name, sterling
o record of sup-
.\ port for pro-

3 %rams to benc(;
; 1L senjors an
F.Pepper his memory for
this: purposc is inappropriate,”
Frank Pepper, 78, a retired TV
broadcaster in Tallahassee, wrote
to Dolc on Wednesday.

It’s not that Dole is an cnemy"

of the clderly, Pepper says. It's
just that Pepper doesn’t appreci-
ate Dole's political trade on a
family name of *“dyed-in-the-
wooll Democrals,” the Pep&crs,

ton, §
*“I know he docsn’t go around

~ kicking old people in the back or

the groin,” Pcpper says of Dolc.
“But!l think he's trying to give

the impression that he’s a great
friend of the clderly, and the

record doesn’t show that.”

And therc’s no way Pepper
would support Dole politically,
he says: “%‘o be honest with von

¢ .

pepetaee Rcpublican

in-.

-

FRIEND OF MEDICARE:
graude Pepper.

upon the commission,” Pepper
wrole.

. Frank Pcpper says he is “pretty
sure” his brother wrote a letter
like this to all members of the
commission, Republicans and
Democrals alike.

, Dole pulled the-letter from his
pocket during a tour of a South
Florida nursing home last month
ahd invoked Pepper’s name from

the podium of a stump speech in -

Tampa in Angust. The candi-
date’s wile, Elizabeth Dole, read
from the letter at the Republican

- National Convention in San

Diego. )

" Pepper was an author of Mcdi-
carc legislation, the national pro-
gram of health care for the
clderly that has become a point
of conlention in the 1996 presi-
dential race. In their dcbates,
Clinton has challenged Dolc for
backing a Republican plan that
would have morc sharply cur-
tailed increascs in Medicare
spending over the next few years
than cutbacks that Clinton has
supported.

"Frank Pepper says Dole is
using the letter on-Social Sccurity
to suppor! his claim that he
“would never do anything to hurt
Medicare or other sentor pro-
grams . . . Applying it to the cur-
rent Medicare dcbate is wrong.”

Sounding a bit like Clinton
himself, Frank Peppcr's letter to
Dole concluded: “My brother
respected your decades of service
to our nation. However, I must
ask 'you to please rcsist what
must bc advice from political
advisers to inappropriately use
your relationship with Claude.”

P.U3




anybody that ever knew Claude
would agree with that.”
Dole's May 11, 1983 lctter
from ‘Claude Pepper is a two-
page note of thanks for working
with Pepper that year on a com-
missidn formed to keep Social
Sccurity from financial ruin,
“We could ncver have produced
the package without your skill
and sincercst desire to sce that
our commission make 3 mcan-
ingful contribution to the saving
of Social Sccurity without the
wholesjome influence you exerted
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Frank Pepper

1020 Merrltt Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
October. 16, 1996

The Honorable Bob Dole
Dole for President

‘810 First Street, N.E.
Washington, D. C. 20002

- Dear Senator Dole*
You have repeatedly referenced a note of gratltude from my late
brother, Claude Pepper, about your work on the 1983 Social Security.
Commission. TIt. appears to me that you are doing so to support your
assertion that you would never do anything to hurt Medicare or
" ‘other senior programs. Using ny brother’s fine name, sterling
record of support for programs to beneflt seniors, and his memory
* for this purpose is 1nappropr1ate Claude was -appreciative of your
,and all the Social Security Commission members' work; however, your
using his perscnal note about this experlence and - applylng it to
the current Medicare debate is wrong b
~If he were alive today, Claude Pepper would be- the first in line to
take action to truly' strengthen the Medicare and Social Security
programs. You have not supported many o§ the provisions he would
regard as strengthening the program, such as incorporating long-
term care and dental care. Just as he rejected the YELDERCARE"
alternative to Medicare (which would havetleft millions of elderly
uninsured) that you are still praising,” he would have strongly
rejected your past and current proposals for excessive cuts and
detrimental policy changes, such as Medical Savings Accounts, to
both the Medicare and Social Secquty programs I have to believe
you understand this and find it surprlslng that you would engender
his name to provide some sort of politically expedient cover for
the policy changes you are advocating for the Medlcare program.’%u
aMy brother respected -your decades of serv1ﬂe to our .nation.
- However, I must ask vou to please resist what must-be. advice' fron
pelitical adv1sors to lnapproprlately use .your relatlonshlp wrth
claude. :

cc:  President Bill Clinton L
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. ByMARK SILVA -~
Capita! Bureau Chief

" TALLAHASSEE —Make no

mistake: Claude Pepper wouldn't

- have voted for Bob Dole this .
‘yeat, Pepper’s only. surviving

rother says.gis. o vl

- In pledgesto vrotect Medicare
- sl Dole’s proof.
'CAMPAIGN

of sincerity is
M a 1983 letter
’96 © " .. from Pepper,

the = late

Miamicongressman and cham-: _
ﬁaon of thie'elderty. Biit nowDole ™

‘has another. Pepper letter he
won't be so proud of, -

. /Frank Pepper, brother of the .
- Demiocratic  congressman and

former U.S. senator from Florida

~who.died in 1989, is asking the
o Republican

nominee for

keep Claude
Pepper's name
p| out of the cam-
paign.

“Using my
brother’s. fine
name, sterling

i port for pro-
:{ grams to beneé
: it seniors and.
F. Pepper -his memory for
this. purpose is inappropriate,”
Frank Pepper, 78, a retired TV

_ broadcaster in Tallahassee, wrote -
to Dole on Wednesday.

1t’s not.that Dole is an enemy

- of the elderly, Pepper says. It's

just that Pepper doesn't appreci-
ate’ Dole's political trade on .a
family name of “dyed-in-the-

“ wool Democrats,” the Peppers,

in his race with President Clin-
ton. o ‘ -
“I know he doesn’t go around

* kicking old people in the back or
. - theigroin,” Pepper says of Dole.
~“But 1 think he’s trying to give

the impression that he’s a great
friend of the elderly, and the
record doesn’t show that.”

télls Dole
w©hay off

FRIEND OF MEDICA
: Claudg Pepper.: .

" would agree with-that

president  to -

RE: .

And there’s no way Pepper
would support Dole politically, ;
_he says: “To-be honest with you, |
anybody that ever knew Claude

",

Dole's May 11, 1983 etter
from Claude Pepper is 4 two-
page note of thanks for working
‘with Pepper that year on a.com-
mission formed to keep Social
Security from financial : ruin,

~-.*We could never have produced |

‘the; package: without your skill
and sincerest- desire to see that
our ¢ommission make a.mean-
ingful contribution to the saving
of Social Security without the

wholesome influence you e;:ger;ed 1

8 record of sup- .

upon the commission,” Pepper
wrote. - : B

... Frank Pepper says he is “pretty.

_sure” his brother wrote a leiter
like this to all members of 'the

commission, Republicans “and’

--Democrats-alike..~-. ...
Dole pulled the letter from
-pocket during a tour of a South
Florida nursing home last month
and invoked Pepper’s name from

.the podium of a stump speech in"~
Tampa in August. The candi-

date’s wife, Elizabeth Dole, read
from the letter at the Republican

National - Convention in San

Diego. - .

Pepper was an author of Médi; :

care legislation, .the national pro-

gram of health care for the -

elderly that has become a point
of contention in the 1996 presi-
dential ‘race. In their debates,
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spending over the next few years
- than cutbacks that Clinton has

" backing a Republican plan that

would have more sharply cur-
increases in Medicare

supported. : o K
‘Frank Pepper says Dole is

~ using the letter on Social Security
to support his claim that he |

“would never do anything to hurt

Medicare or other senior pro-
grams .. . Applying it to the cur-
rent Medicare debate is wrong.”

Sounding a bit like .Clinton

himself, Frank Pepper’s letter to
Dole concluded: “My  brother
respected your decades of service

to-our- nation. However, | must

Clinton hés challenged Dole for i

ask. you to please resist what

must- be advice from political -
“advisers to inappropriately use.

your relationship with Claude.”
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| care, misieading voters on what
o naedstobodnnetuilxit. .

More than 37 million elderly Americans
"More than 110 million workers pay thou-

: But with two weeks to go until Election
.| Day, neither Bill Clinton nor Bob Dole has

-1 the crisis the nearly broke Medicare system

'} faces. Both say a bipartisan commission
“] will be needed. to overcome inevitable
temptations to-exploit the issue politically.

found the .GOP's |
| Medicare sa;;;;gg : 5’88?‘ .

€O ve ¢ NPT L] 3
{ hospitals™ * . m w

ey

increasing - Medicare spending, Never en-
acted and since revised at reduced savings,
that Dole-supported plan would have in-
creased spending per recipient nearly 40%.
~That's much faster than the anticipated
-overall rate of inflation. And while health-

.1s vital to controlling government costs,
-z Meanwhile, the hospital association wld
:‘the White House before Wednesday's de-

“bate that Clinton was misrepresenting its
-report about closings. It has said the GOP |

r.zlnn could lwd to some mner-cxty and ru-

“Medicare needs

_helpnow, 1 bave -

. proposed (&) budget

- which ... would

i save a lot of money
-, through more

managed care,”

| depend on Medicare for their health care.
“sands in taxes every year to support them.

“done much to help either group understand -

{ But, meanwhile, the exploitation is wellun- -
der way with Clinton well ahead in mis-

Aumsfrom
GOP would have raised them to $87 and

lmdmgMedxwechargm

: la:ls?el?csrl in Flo‘:llga and other states with

: Y popuia-

*1-tions say, “Dole- - Rising costs

| Gingrich tried tocut .| = Net foderal out-

| $270 billion.” - lays for Medicare
+In last week’s de- | YT e peLieW | ..
bate, Clinton said- ‘:mmsm'
the -American’ Hos-
pital-Association - ;%@zg‘gmz

| ing his own package '
"] of $124 billion in Medicare savings would
‘hainitain the hospital insurance trust fund,
gowonthemadtomsolvcncymmcl

‘care inflation has beén greater, Qlinton
himself has pointed out that controlling it

“USA TODAY hopes to
*serve as a forum for bet- -Editor "~ 7 -
ter understanding and Karen Jurgensen - -
'{ unity to help make the - Editor of the'
USA truly one nation.” - .Editorial Page
—Allen H, Neuharth Thomas Girley ..
Founder’ SepL i S’ 1982 UBLIED BY CANCATY - Pres;dcnt and Pubhsher .
Today's debata. SAW!HG HEDIGARE

Chnton rhetonc masks
scope of Med1care ﬂls

m The presidontIs de-
magoguing Medi-.

“This Is a political
year., And the
president's playing - .
poliics with & -
Medicare. But after
this year’s over,
we'li resolve it”

‘ral hospital closings — a serious concern — |.

but not 700. It also says many hasptmls
would close under any Medicare reform.
That's the second problem with the Me-
discare campaign: It obscures similarities
between the GOP and the administration.
“Seniors under ejther party can ekpect:

» Higher premiums for Medicare’s in-
surance for doctor bills. Clinton in his 1996
sals sought 10 increase premi-
6 a month to $83in 2002. The

even higher for wealthier retirees.
» More incentives for seniors to leave

: Medmres traditional, expensive, fee-for-

service system. The GOP would bave ex-
panded the program that's already lured

) .10% of the Medicare. population into man-

aged care that costs less and offers more.

- ‘And it would have let seniors opt for medi-

cal savings accounts in which they could
buy coverage for themselves and pocket
the savmgs. The administration opposes
medical savings acoounts as a sop to the

_healthy and wealthy. But'it also would en-

courage semoxs to move into managed-care
plans. Neither party would force anyone
into manwd care, even though that's

. what’s happening in the private sector.

‘$270 billion “cuts” in Medicare Clinton at-~
+ wdcswereacmaﬂyproposedmtsm rapidly .

» Paymem cuts. Almost 70% of the sav-

ings in the initial and current GOP:plans -
would come from cuts in payments to doc--

tors, hospitals and other health-care pro-
viders. The same goes for Clinton’s tnen-
acted proposals, but at'a level about 4 third
to haif that of GOP measures.

Which brings up the third problem with |

Qlnton’s attack on the level of GOP cuts. It
implies the problem is less severe than it is.

In August, the nonpartisan Consressx&‘

nal Budget Office found nearly twice the

level of Medicare savings as proposed by |
Clinton will be needed just to keep the |

Medicare trust fund for hospitals solvent

‘until 2004, And the former chief actuary

for the agency that.oversees- “the trust fund

says savings of as much as’ $300 billion |
‘over seven years are needed to make it
-'sound. And then it will besoundonlyunnl ' pall

the baby boom starts retiring. -
So the public is left to bebeve the pmb—

lem is easily fixed. -
Ultimately, an mdepcndent commission

i mayprovetobethe only way to resolve the-
systern’s problems. But this year’s political.
games make that job even tougher for the .

commission, the next Congress and the
next nrmrb-nt

\Technology <an unclog axrports

) Tne;capadty crunch at US. alrporis is
certainly real, it is going to get worse, and
* it Is important the public be made aware
Aﬁ'pomgaarchfarways

of this problem (¢
to expand capacity,” Money, Oct. 2).

However, the comment by George

Doughty, former Denver aviation director,
that “we've pushed the technology tweaks
and nxaaboutasfaraswecan could not
be more wro

g
NASA Is currently conducting a $120 -

milion’ terminal area productivity pro-

’ to increase traffic-han capacity | -
fé'tﬁ:dﬁingairpomby}.\s?:gsnewag-

 emerging technologies.

X Some specific examples include reduc- . *

ing separation between sircraft, using ad-

- vanced wake-vorfex detection and avold-

ance methods, and developing computer

algorithms to ald high-speed surface oper-

* ations and reduce time on’ runways.
Amrtherpartortheprogmm,almedat

. achieving clear-weather levels: of trafie

throughout in low-visibility conditions, is a

good etample of how new and emerging
technologes can be used to increase ca-
pacity. Using the Global Positioning Sys-

. tem to locate the aircraft, NASA plans to..
" provide pilots with an électronic, moving- -

.map display showing the position of the
- gircraft and other trafic on the ground.

The same technology can be used to de-

pict taxiway sidelines and center lines vir-

- mallyonasheetotgl&cssupeﬁmposedb&
tween the piloi's eye and the forward °

- windshield. The combination of displays Is

expected to allow pilots to taxi accurately

and rapidly even whean the natural out-the-
window view s obscured by fog or snow.
The developmem and evaluation of

these display systems Is under way ata

‘number of NASA centers. -
Robert McCann, research a:sodate
- San Jose State University Foundation

-1, NASA-Ames Research Center | .

‘ - Moffett Field, Calif. ’
Smokers deserve their own smoke

Inmpensetomemeatproposalln

. Friendship Heights, Md., to ban smoking in -
public places, including outdoors, I am ap-.

. approves plan to ban all smoking out-

. doors,” News, Thursday),- .
I tnd itdxsgusﬂngtosmen thesmoke of

those - desperate people when I enter a

" building ang must hold my breath, 1 get ir-

ritated when a smoker has the window
down in & car near me and tosses a stil
bummgd@reme out. Why do they assume

_palled and amazed at how egocentric and -
“-dumb smokers can be (“Viliage councll -
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| Clinton was-
= right to ve!o

‘the Republican plan. It was bad
-for senlors and for the program

! ‘BylauraD’AndreaTyson : o (

1995 and 1996, the president continued to

- | fight for a balanced budget that would;ex-: -
tend the trust fund for a decade from now -
| while protecting the integrity of Medicare.

The president also acted responsibly

'l when he vetoed the $270 billion Medicare

reduction in the Sen. Bob Dole-Rep Newt
Gingrich budget — three times larger than

‘any previous cut.in history.
| . TheRepublican planwas bad pohcy for :
. four reasons.

» The reductions arbxtranly capped

| Medicare spending per beneficiary t0.20% -
below the pro_;ected growth of per-person

private health insurance premiums. Medi-
care would have been forced to cut services

| per beneﬁcxary, gradually undermining the
* .| program’s status as a first-class health-care

system. The combined impact of the Medi-
care and Medicaid cuts led the Amenczm
Association of Retired Persons to urge a
veto of the- Dole-Gmgnch plan last No-

1 vember.
» These excessive cuts threatened thc .

700 most vulnérable hospitals that are:

highly dependent on Medicare and Medi-

caid. The Amenican Hospital Assocxatlon :

wrote Dole last year stating that for hospi-

| tals, “reductions of that magnitude would -
“result not in a reduction in the rate of

i

i
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I
}
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| Premdent protects semorsl

inner-city communities would be forwd to’f

'  shut, their .doors, period.” Nearly every

. state’ ‘hospital association also Jomﬂy wrote

}hat the Republican plan would. “jeopar- ‘
.dize the ability of hospitals and health sys-

"~ In 1993, PrwdentChntonactedmponﬂ ,‘ tems t6 deliver quality care.”

:|_sibly to extend the life of the Medicare trust
. fund without a single Republican vote. In

» The Dole-Gingrich plan proposed un:
structural changes that encourage

necessary

the healthiest and wealthiest Medicare ben-
-eficiaries to exit the traditional program, |\ .
leaving poorer and ‘sicker beneficiaries in a (|
risker, costlier and u]nmatzly less eﬂ'echve

program. .

» The Dole—Gmgnch plan proposcq, in-
creases in premiums that would have |
amounted to $268 per couple this year and ||
$1,700 per couple by 2002. Elderly Ameri-.
cans would have been forced to pay more
for less — a cut by anyone® s definition.

- Bob Dole is now proposing a $550 bil-

,han campaign tax cut — twice as large as

the Dole-Gmgnch plan that necessitated a

-$270 billion Medicare cut. If he were to pay:

for it thé same way the Dolc-Gmgnch plan
paid for its $245 billion tax cut, the re-
quired cut to Medicare would top $300 bil-

" lion over six years. According to an August

1996 Congressional Budget Office analysis,
cuts of this magnitude would be “draconi-

‘an,” would “lead to an actual reduction in

hospxtal payments,” and “overall quality of

- care in Medicare might be threatened.”

It is responsible for this, president — or
any leader — to warn Americans about an
economic plan that would risk that degree

-of harm to the Medlmre program.

[aura D'Andrea Tyson is Pres:dem Clm—
ton s naf:omi eoonomzc adv:ser o -
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In 1993, President Clinton acted responsxbly to extend the life
* of the Medicare trust fund without a single Repubhcan vote. In
1995 and 1996, the president continued to fight for a balanced
budget that would extend the trust fund for a decade from now whlle
* protecting the integrity of Medicare. :
The president also acted responsibly when he vetoed the $270
* billion Medicare reduction in the Sen. Bob Dole-Rep. Newt Gingrich
budget -- three times larger than any previous cut in history.
, The Republican plan was bad policy for four reasons.
*  The reductions arbitrarily capped Medicare spending per
 beneficiary to 20% below the projected:growth of per-person private
* health insurance premiums. Medicare would have been forced to cut
services per beneficiary, gradually undermining the program's status .
as a first-class health-care system. The combined impact of the
* Medicare and Medicaid cuts led the American Association of Retired
Persons to urge a veto of the Dole- Gmgrlch plan last November.
These excessive cuts threatened the 700 most vulnerable hospitals
* that are highly dependent on Medicare and Medicaid. The American
Hospital Association wrote Dole last year stating that for hospitals,
“*reductions of that magnitude would result not in a féduction‘ in
the rate of growth, but in a real cut" and;ran earlier wammgs ‘
that “*needed hospitals in rural or inner-city communities would be
forced to shut their doors, period." Nearly every state hospital
association also jointly wrote that the Republican plan would .
A Jeopardlze the ability of hospitals and health systems to dehver
quality care." i
The Dole-Gmgnch plan proposed unnecessary structural changes
* that encourage the healthiest and wealthiest Medicare beneficiaries
to exit the traditional program, leaving poorer and sicker -

- Source: USA Today, October 21, 1996
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. beneficiaries in a riskier, costher and ultlmately less effectxve
program. !

“The Dole-Gingrich plan proposed increases in premmms that ‘would
have amounted to $268 per couple this year and $1, 700 per couple by
2002. Elderly Americans would have been forced to pay more for less
-- a cut by anyone's definition. '

Bob Dole is now proposing a $550 billion campalgn tax cut - twice
as large as the Dole-Gingrich plan that necessitated a $270 billion -

* Medicare cut. If he were to pay for it the same way the ‘
Dole-Gingrich plan paid for its $245 billion tax cut, the required

* cut to Medicare. would top $300 billion over six years. According to
an August 1996 Congressional Budget Office analysis, cuts of this
magnitude would be “"draconian," would “lead to an actual
reduction in hospital payments," and **overall quahty of care in

* Medicare might be threatened." -

It is responsible for this presndent -- or any leader -- to warn
Americans about an economic plan that would risk that degree of harm

*to the Medlcare program.’ S |

/
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o mistake: Claude’ Pepper wouldn’t -

: anybody that:ever krtew Claude

O N

" 8A- THEHERALD, SATURDAY. OGTOBER 19,1996 ~ " .

tells Dole |
to layi.foff :

TALLAHASSEE .— Make rio.

have voted “for” Bob-Dole 'this "
yeaf, Pepper’s: only. survtvmg
-brother says.
- In pledgesto vrotect Medrcare
Dole’s . proof'

Ee

- o f
. CAHPAIGN 5 IS8 e

o ’96 ~from - Pepper, "

-the . ~“late
Mramt ~con%ressman and cham-«",
EIOD 1 of the elderly. Biit iow Dole”™

as “another. Pepper : letter he
* won't be so proud of. "+

_/Frank ‘Pepper; brother of' the
- Demiocrati¢- ‘congressman . ‘and ™"
- former U. S. senator from Florida "

. who died in 1989, is asking the .

tRepubhcan

nominee ; for

% president

i keep C]aude

Peppers name -

out of the cam- -

if} paign.

“brother's. -fine.
name, sterling -
B record ‘of sup-
-y port for pro- .
rams 'to ben%
.~ {it seniors an
F Pepper .. his memory for
this. purpose is: mapproprtate, :
‘Erank Pepper, 78, a retired- TV -
broadcaster in Tallahassee, wrote

- to Dole on Wednesday.

It’s not that Dole is an enemy
- of -the elderly;. Pepper says. It's
Just that Pepper doesn’t appreci-.
ate’ Dole's- political trade on a :

family ‘name of "dyed -in-the- -~
- _wool. Démocrats,” the Peppers,
-“In. hrs race wnth Presrdent Clm- -

“ton, 4
~“f know he doesti { go ‘around .

ktckmg old people in the back or

- ‘theigroin,” Pepper says of Dole. .

2 “But 1 think he's’ trymg to give !

" the’ impression that he's a great-
friend of ‘the elderly, and the

" record doesn’t show that.”

And there's no ‘way Pepper
would support Dole. politically,
he says: “To be honest with you, |

- would agree with that.”
Dole's' May 11, 1983 letter

-“*Using - iny ‘

_FRIEND OF ME ,ICARE
Claude Pepper. .

upon the commtssron," Pepper
.wrote.” <.

Frank l?epper says he'i IS pretty
ure” his brother wrote a letter

like this -to all members of the. |

- -commission,. Republlcans and
. -Democrats-alike: > ...

.Dole-pulled the letter»from hrs
pocket during a.tour of a South '

‘Florida nursing home last month l“l "
 and invoked Pepper’s name from .

.the pod;um of a'stump speech in”
" Tampa. in--August.: The. candi-
_date’s wife, Elizabeth Dole, read -
. from the’ letter atthe. Republlcan
- National - Conventron m San
Drego

“care legislation, the national pro-
gram..of health care for the
elderly that’ has become a point -
- of contention in-the 1996 presi- .

Pepper was an author of Medl- :

dential -race. In their debates,
Clinton has-challenged Dole for
"backing ‘a ‘Republican’ plan that
“ would . have more sharply cur.,
“tailed - increasés in"® Medrcare
spendmg over the next few years

~ than c¢utbacks’ that C!mton has ;'

supported. ,
- Frank- Pepper says Dole: IS

* using the letter on Social Security

to support “his claim -that he

*would never do anything to hurt ' |

Medrcare ‘or other senior pro-:.
“grams ...".‘Applying.it to the cur-
rent: Medicare debate ‘is 'wrong.”
.Sounding "a-bit. like Clinton.
hrmself Frank Pepper’s létter to’

Dole concluded "My brother

respected your decades of service
"'to our- nation. However, I:must
ask! you' to-please. resist -what
“must- be advice. from political -
" advisers to inappropriately- use’
your relauonshlp wrth Claude

from Claude Pepper is a two- R

. page note of thanks for- workmg

“ with.Pepper that year-on a com- ;‘r,i ;' :
mission formed to keep Social| "~ -

Security from 'financial - ruin.

" ~..“We. could never have produced | )

the: package without. your skill | IR

.and sincerest: desire to see that

- 'of Social ‘Security without the
wholesome mﬂuence you exerted

. our_commission. make a‘mean-| . '
ingful contribution:to the saving.| ' -
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The Honorable Bob Dole
Dole for President

810 First Street, N.E.
Washingten, D. C. 20002

Dear Senétor Dole:

You have repeatedly referenced -a note of gratitude from my late
brother, Claude Pepper, about your work on the 1983 Social Security
Commission. 7Tt appears to me that you are doing so to support your
assertion that you would never do anything to hurt Medicare or
other senjor programs. Using my brother’s fine name, sterling
record of support for programs to beneflt seniors, and his memory
for this purpose is lnapproprlate Claude vas appreciative of your
and all the Social Security Commission mémbers’ work; however, your
using his perscnal note about this experience and applylng it to
the current Medicare debate is wrong. , .
If he were alive today, Claude Pepper would be the first in-line to.
take action to truly strengthen the Medicare and Social Security
pregrams. You have not supported many of the provisions he would
regard as strengthening the program, such as incorporating long-
term care and dental care. = Just as he rejected the "“ELDERCARE"
alternative to Medicare (which would have left millions of elderly
unlnsured) that you. are still pralslnq, he would have strongly
rejected 'your past and current proposals for excessive cuts and
detrimental policy changes, such as Medical Savings Accounts, to
both the Medicare and Social Security programs. I have to believe
you understand this and find it surprising that you would engender
‘his name to provide some sort of politically expedient cover for
‘the policy changes you are advocating for the Medicare program.

My brother respected your decades of gserv1ce to our nation.
However, I must ask you to please resist what must be advice from
political advisors to inappropriately use your relatlonshlp with
Claude. : @ :

incergly,
l zwf?

ﬁank Pepper

cc: President Bill Clinton %
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The Honorable Bob Dole !
Dole for President

810 First Street, N.E.

Washington, D. C. 20002

Dear Senator Dole: - b
. _ i -
You have repeatedly referenced a note' of gratitude from my late
brother, Claude Pepper, about your work on the 1983 Social Security
Commission. It appears to me that you are doing so to support your
assertion that you would never do anything to hurt Medicare or
other senior programs. Using my brother’s fine name, sterling
record of support for programs to benefit seniors, and his memory
for this purpose is inappropriate.- Claude was appreciative of your
and all the Social Security Commission members’ work; however, your
using his personal note about this experience and applylng it to
the current Medicare debate is wrong.

If he were alive today, Claude Pepper would be the first in-line to
take action to truly strengthen the Medicare and Social Security.
programs. You have not supported many of the provisions he would
regard as strengthening the program, such as incorporating long-
term care and dental care. Just as he rejected the "ELDERCARE"
alternative to Medicare (which would have left millions of elderly
uninsured) that you are still pral81ng, he would have strongly
rejected your past and current proposals for excessive cuts and
detrimental policy changes, such as Medical Savings Accounts, to
both the Medicare and Social Security programs. I have to believe
you understand this and find it surprising that you would engender
his name to provxde some sort of polltlcally expedient cover for
the policy changes you are adVOcatlng fcr the Medicare progran.
My brother respected your decadés of service to our nation.
However, I must ask you to please resist what must be advice from
political advisors to inappropriately use your relationship with

Claude.
S ! cijj%
3

Folok Presideht’Bill Clinton



PEPPER LETTER BACKGROUND

During the campaign -- including at the first Presidential debate, Senator Dole has
frequently cited a note from Claude Pepper that thanked him for his work on the Social
Security Commission. He used this note, and his past relationship with the deceased
Claude Pepper, as proof that he would never do anything to hurt Medicare.

Senator Dole’s reference to this note angered Claude Pepper’s younger brother Frank. He
was so concerned that he sent a letter to Senator Dole (ccing it to the President) saying,

“using (Claude Pepper’s) note about this experience and applying it to the current
Medicare debate is wrong.” |

In the letter, Mr. Pepper said, “he (Claude Pepperj would have strbngly rejected your past
and current proposals for excessive cuts and detrimental policy changes....”

Reportedly, Mr. Pepper forwarded his letter to the Miami Herald today. It is expected
that they will write a story on it tomorrow.
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The Honorable Bob Dole
Dole for Preszdent

810 First Street, N.E. ;
Washington, D. C. 20002 - ;

' Dear Senator Dole'f

You have repeatedly referenced a note of gratitude from my late
brother, Claude Pepper, about your work on the 1983 Social Security
Commission. It appears to me that you are doing so to support your
assertion that you would never do anything to hurt Medicare or
other senior programs. Using my brother’s fine name, sterling
record of support for programs to benefit seniors, and his memory
for this purpose is 1nappropr1ate. Claude was appreciative of your
and all the Social Security Commission members’ work; however, your
using his personal note about this experience and applying it to

‘the current Medlcarv debate is wrong.
. I

If he were alive moday, Claude Pepper would be the first in line to
take action to truly strengthen the Médlcare and Social Security’
programe. You have not supported many of the provisions he would
regard. as strengthening the program, such as’ 1ncorporat1ng long-~
term care and dental care. Just as he rejected the "ELDERCARE"
alternative to Medicare (which would have left millions of elderly
uninsured) that%you are still praising, he would have strongly
rejected your past and current proposals for excessive cuts and
detrimental policty changes, such as Medlcal Savings Accounts, to
both the Medicare and Social Security programs. I have to believe
you understand this and find it surprising that you would engender
his name to prov1de some sort of politically expedient cover for
the policy changes you are advocating for the Medicare program.

My brother respected your decades of service to our nation.
However, I must ask you to please resist what must be advice from
political advisors to inappropriately | juse your relationship with
Claude.

fSlncerely,

' .
3 A

; - ,%Frank Pepper

Lo .. |
. ) o

ce: President Bill Clinton b
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