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September 9, 1983

Hillary Rodham Clinton
The white House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrz. Clinton,

Thank you for your letter of September 1, in response Lo my
concerns about protccting the imnovative and effective health
care system in place in my district of Rochester, New York.

While I chare your cxpcctationa that the reform plan that
will eventually be adophed will help to control spiralling costs
and maivleain yuaelily, I < less certain that che plan, at least
in ite early estages, will match the pcrformance of Rochester's
system, which has heen in place for several decades. Because of
Lhis, wy priorily must be to gailn assurance that a communicy with
an effective program alrecady in place will be able to opt out of
the national program -- as lang as it meets or exceeds the
staudards sel by Lhe uatiomsl plan.:

Rochester's health care systeam, based on volunrary
covperation among medical professionaels, health insursnce
 providers and major corporate employere, hae made imprecssive
praogress in implementing many of the features of 3 national
reform plan, including community rated premiuus, teglonal health
planning, global budgeting, limits on payments to physiciang, and
stringent capital plamning. If we are to achieve meaningful
reform, we pust find a way to protect the successiul prugldams
that already exist. This is being done at the state level, but
we must provide the same assurances for regions and commmniries,
such as Rochester.
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I am hwpelful that a solurion to this guestion can be found,
in oxder that I can support the final national health care plau.
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