" ‘MEMORANDUM
To: Shirley Ségawﬁ | i S V | |
From: Chris Jennings - | ;
Lynn.Margherio, : :
Date: July 29, 1993
RE: Response to Senator Cohen concerning'CLIA , f
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Per your request, we have drafted a response to Senator
Cohen from Mrs. Clinton. We have been in contact with the
Senator's staff to arrange a meeting to:discuss CLIA. The
meeting will likely occur in mid-August.



THE WHITE HOUSE.

WASHINGTON

July 29, 1993 | |

Senator William S. Cohen
United States Senate
- Washington, D.C. 20510 i

Dear Senator Cohen: | | o |

: ' |

- !

Thank you for advising me of your concerns regarding ongoing
Administration discussions about reforming some aspects of CLIA.
I am well aware of your past involvement in this legislation and

your opinion is highly valued in this matter.

As you know, a number of concerns have been raised in the f
health care provider community about regulatory and
administrative burdens related to CLIA. Having said this, there
"is no question that we must do all we can to ensure that tests .
are safely performed in clinical labs. This most certainly was °
the intent behind the CLIA legislation.,

|

It is our hope and expectatlon that working with Congress we
can modify and strengthen the legislation. It is for this reason
that we have advised your staff that we would like to hold a
briefing to discuss policy options. 1 believe a meetlng held in
the next few weeks would be advantageous, for everyone.

Thank you again for Writing. I appreciate having the
benefit of your views and look forward to working with you and

your staff on this and other important issues relating to health
reform. . , |
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Sincerely,

Hillary Rodham Clinton : o

HRC:ms
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Mrs. Clinton t :
June 15, 1993 ‘ :
Page 2

i

As a principal author of CLIA '88, I admit that I have :
been extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Department of
Health and Human Services' implementation of the law since its
passage, including extended delays and many missed deadlines in

promulgating regulatlons.

Despite this dissatisfaction w1th HHS’s handling of CLIA'
regulations, it is critically important that we do not allow our
zest for simplification of regulatory requlrements to undermine
the original intent of CLIA '88, which is to ensure the quality
of all medical lab tests, regardless of where the test is
performed. I would be greatly disturbed if any effort to gain
support for comprehen51ve health care reform sacrifices this |

important goal. ! .

I look forward to working with you as we seek solutions to
our nation'’s pressing health care problems and look forward to
reviewing any recommendations you may have to revise CLIA
regulations to ensure that they are consistent with the
underlying purpose of the statute.

With best wishes, I am B ' ;

cc: The Honorable Donna Shalala - ‘ i



. 'MEMORANDUM | : ’

TO: Chris Jenningé 1 i
FRQM: Lois Quam . | i
DATE: June 3, 1993 ° | |
RE: Meeting with Senator William Cohen j

I spoke at a Maine forum today with Senator Cohen. The
forum went well with an ?udience of about 600 people.

Cohen was guarded in his support of the reform but %
supportive of the President and the First Lady personally. He
made the following poxnts- ‘
! i
« There would be no filibuster; there would be cooperation
on the plan; and that he wanted to see the President !
succeed. ‘ ' f

. i
» The proposal should be delayed to the fall to avoid clash
with the budget and give tlme for worklng out difficult !
parts of the plan.
+ He has great confldence in the First Lady and her !
abilities to provide leadership. ‘ f
. : 1
» He was concerned  that the decision about the benefit j
package not be politicized. In addition, he was concerned,
about how the National Health Board would be cushioned from
political pressure.

cc: Steve Edelstein



