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1- , Senate Democrats' BBA Refinement and Access to Care Proposal 
July 27, 2000 

The Balanced Budget Act (BBA) of 1997 made some important changes in Medicare payment policy, 
improved health care coverage, and contributed to our current period ofbtidget surpluses through 
significant cost savings in Medicare. CBO originally estimated Medicare spending cuts at $112 billion 
over 5 years. Some of the policies enacted in the BBA, however, cut payments to providers more 
significantly than expected - in some cases more than double the expected amount - and threaten ,the 
survival of institutions and services vital to seniors and their communities throughout the country. Senate 
Democrats believe that, in light of the projected $2.2 trillion on-budget surplus over the next 10 years 
and the problems facing vital health care services, the Congress should enact a significant package of 
BBA adjustments and beneficiary protections. Senate Democrats therefore propose a package of 
payment adjustments and access to care provisions amounting to $80 billion over 10 years. 

Hospitals. A significant portion of the BBA spending reductions have impacted hospitals. According 
to MedPAC, "Hospitals' financial status deteriorated significantly in 1998 and 1999," the years 
follo:ving enactment ofBBA. The Senate Democrats' BBA refinement proposal addresses the most 
pressing problems facing hospitals by: 

• 	 Adjusting inpatient payments to keep up with increases "in hospital costs, an improvement that 
will help all hospitals. 

• 	 Preventing further reductions in payment rates for vital teaching hospitals -- which are on the 
cutting edge of medical research and provide essential care to a large proportion of indigent 
patients. Support for medical training and research at independent children's hospitals is also 

, included in the Democratic proposal. 
• 	 Targeting additional reliefto rural hospitals (Critical Access Hospitals, Medicare Dependent 

Hospitals, and Sole Community Hospitals) and making it easier for them to qualify for 
disproportionate share payments under Medicare. 

• 	 Providing additional support for hospitals with a disproportionate share of indigent patients. 

Home Health. The BBA hit home health agencies particularly hard. Home health spending dropped 
45 percent between 1997 and 1999, while the number of home health agencies declined by more than 
2000 over that period. MedP AC has cautioned against implementing next year the scheduled 15% 
reduction in payments. The Senate Democrats' BBA refinement proposal: 

• 	 Prevents further reductions in home health payments, takes into consideration the highest cost 
cases, and addresses the special needs of rural home health agencies. 

• 	 Improves payments for medical equipment. 

Rural. Rural providers serve a larger proportion of Medicare beneficiaries and are more adv.ersely 
affected by reductions in Medicare payments. The proposal addresses the unique situation faced in 
rural areas through a number of measures, including establishing a capital loan fund to improve 
infrastructure of small rural facilities, providing assistance to develop technology related to new 
prospective payment systems, creating bonus payments for providers who serve independent hospitals, 
and ensuring rural facilities can continue to offer quality lab services to beneficiaries. 
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Hospice. Payments to hospices have not kept up with the cost of providing care because ofthe cost 
of prescription drugs, the therapies now used in end-of-life care, as well as decreasing lengths of stay. 
fIospice base rates have not been increased since' 1989. The Senate Democrats' BBA Refinement 
proposal provides additional funding for hospice services to account for their increasing costs. 
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Nursiug Homes. The BBA was expected to reduce payments to nursing homes by about $9.5 billion. 
The actual reduction in payments to SNFs over the period is expected to be significantly larger. A 
significant number of skilled nursing providers have gone into bankruptcy in the past two years. The 
Senate Democrats' BBA Refinement proposal: 

• 	 Allows nursing home payments to keep up with increases in costs. 
• 	 Further delays caps on the amount of therapy a patient can receive. 

. I 

Medicare+Choice. Senate Democrats are committed to ensuring that appropriate payments are 
made to Medicare+Choice plans. In addition, for beneficiaries who have lost Medicare+Choice plans 
in their area, Senate DemQcrats have included provisions that strengthen fee-for-service Medicare and 
assist beneficiaries in the period immediately following loss of service. 

Other Provisions. Access to other types ofcare and services are adversely affected by existing 
policy. The Senate Democrats' proposal will address high priority issues, including adequate payment 
for dialysis to assure access to quality care for end stage renal disease (ESRD) patients, training of 
geriatricians, and others. 

Beneficiary Improvements. In addition to ensuring access to vital health care providers, the 
proposal includes refinements to Medicare that directly help beneficiaries. Senate Democrats continue 
to believe that passage of a universal, affordable, voluntary, and meaningful Medicare prescription drug 
benefit is of highest priority. Other jmprovements for beneficiaries include: 

• 	 Lowering beneficiary coinsurance in hospital outpatient departments more quickly. 
• 	 Removing current restrictions on payment for immunosuppressive drugs for organ transplant 

patients. 
• 	 Allowing beneficiaries to return to the same nursing home after a hospital stay. 

Medicaid and SCHIP. Improvements to the BBA as well as to immigration and welfare reform 
legislation that passed in 1996 could mean significantly improved access to health care for a number of 

. uninsured people. Improvements in the proposal include: 

• 	 Giving states the option to coyer legal immigrant children and pregnant women. 
• 	 Improving eligibility and enrollment processes in SCHIP and Medicaid. 
• 	 Extending.and improving the Transitional Medical Assistance program for people who leave 

welfare for work. 
• 	 Giving states grants to develop home and community based services for beneficiaries who 

would otherwise be in nursing homes. 
• 	 Creating a new payment system for Community Health Centers to ensure they remain a strong, 

viable component ofour health care safety net. 
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PRESIDENT'S HEALTH CARE PROVIDER IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE 

As part of his Midsession Review budget, the President has proposed to dedicate $21 billion over 5 years 
($40 billion over 10 years) to improve health care provider payments to ensure adequate reimbursement 
to hospitals, rural providers, teaching facilities, home health care agencies, nursing homes, managed care 
plans, and other providers. The proposal, designed to continue access to high-quality care, clearly 
illustrates that adequate financing for provider payments need not conflict with needed funding for a long­
overdue and voluntary Medicare prescription drug benefit. It includes $9 billion ($19 billion over to 
years) in specific policies that are primarily designed to repeal Balanced Budget Act (BBA) payment 
reductions for 2001, many of which are scheduled to occur on October 1. It also includes $11 billion ($21 
billion over 10 years) in unspecified funding for use in developing additional policies that target and/or 
permanent corrections to flawed BBA policies. The President remains committed to a comprehensive 
plan to make Medicare more competitive and efficient, add along-overdue, voluntary prescription drug 
benefit, and transfer part of the on-budget surplus to the Hospital Insurance trust fund to help pay for the 
retirement of the baby boom generation. The improved status of the Medicare Trust Fund makes it 
possible to pay for provider payment restorations and help offset the cost of a prescription drug benefit 
while still achieving the President's Medicare reform goal of extending the Trust Fund's life to past 2030. 

. . Dollars in Billions, FY 
5 Years lOYears 

HOSPiTALS 
• Full inpatient hospital market basket for '01: 1 . $4 $8 
• Indirect Medical Education at 6.5 percent for '01: $0.2 $0.2 
• Repeal MediCare DSH reduction for '01: $0.2 $0.2 
• Freeze in Medicaid DSH allotments for '01: $0.3 $0.3 
•. Rural initiative [Reserve for Conrad, Blue Dog policies]:' $0.5 $1.0 
• Adjusting Puerto Rico hospital payments to 75/25 blend: I , $0.05 $0.1 
Total: $5 $10 

HOME HEALTH 
• Delay 15 percent cut in '02: $1 $1 
• Full market basket update for '01: 1 $1 $2 
Total: $2 $3 

NURSING HOMES 
• Full market basket update for '01: 1 $0.6 $1 
• Delay therapy cap changes for an additional year: $1 $1 
Total: $1 $2 

MANAGED CARE 
• Indirect effect of specified policies: $1 $3 

OTHER 
• ESRD composite rate update of2.4% for '01: 1 $0.2 $0.5 
• Extending the BBA diabetes provisions for 5 years: $0.18 $0.3 
• . Fully funding the Ricky Ray Trust Fund in '01: $0.5 $0.5 
Total: $1 $1 

TOTAL SPECIFIED POLICY COSTS: $9 $19 
UNSPECIFIED PROVIDER RESTORATION POOL: $11 $21 
TOTAL FUNDING: $21 $40 
NOTE: REVISED: 6/26/00. Numbe~s may not add due to rounding. In addition to these policies, the President will no 
longer include in his Medicare plan traditional provider payment reductions for '03-07, repeal ofthe BBRA managed care 
risk adjustment policy, and the bad debt and the preferred provider organization proposals. This reduces net Medicare 
savings by over $30 billion over 10 years. ' 
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mcreasein hospital costs (over the last five years and trended forward)1 ompared to t"e market 
basket a d the payment updates as provided by law, Are Wceon"eel in 1 derstanding that 
hospital osts are increasing at rates below the market basket? We woJ talso like to know the 
acruaJ in reases in Medicare inpatient costs and payments. separating th~ impact ofth~ 
reductio s resulting from the 1997 Balanced Budget Act from changes. hospital case mix. 

cond, since the COmrrUssion's recommendatl~n will undoubte! ~y cause many hospital 
tives to visit Congress requesting a higher update than cutTenl ~aw or pending . 
provid~s, we. would like to consider such updates with tbe be~ fit ofhard data-not 

, 

. Please provide us data from 1996, 1997 and 1998 on Medici: e cost per discharge and 
margins inpatient' Medicare, outpatient. most-of-Medicare, non-Medical • and total) gn.a 
ho itaJ- eci c basi , We understand that these measures are calculat~. from publicly available 

n on the Medicare COst Repon. and will assist us in assessingl hether an inpatient 
warranted. 

ditional1y, since the data presented to the Commission are 'fro~ the period prior to last 
year's B lanced Budget Refinement Act (BBRA). we are curious to kn~ [he impact of that 
legislati on margins iT, FY 2000 through FY 2002. including the jmpa~ on outpatient margins, 

pt unit margins, and hospital-based home heath and skilled nut ing margins. We 
this information on a bPmiJal-specific basis. . I, 
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hospital 
been ask 
multi·bil 

rable' Gail Wilensky 

Payment Advisory Commission 
treet NW. Suite 800 , 
on. DC20006 

e Chair: 

ewere surprised to hear abo'ut the Commission's recommend ion for an inpatient 
pdate in the range of 3.5 to 4 per~nt .. Thls is more than the Hspitalindustry itself has 
g for in legislation. More importamly, we do not see the bar~ data that supports such a 

on dollar across-the-boa.rd increase. . 

ease provide us immediately with an analysis, in graph form arl'in numbers, of [he 
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esterday's action will generate considerable pressure in Co~ • ess. We ne~d an 

immedia e response and hard statistical support from you and the (o',,'vrussion staffl, if the 


, , Commis ion is to serve its purpose ofhelping Congress. rather than ~ mplybeing ~ . 

forum for the voice ofself-interested lobbying. : 


Sincerely, 

, i 

Pete StarK 
R.anking Minority, 
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Health Care Financing Adm in istratiol 

DATE: 	 February 23, 2000 

FROM: 	 Richard S. Foster 

Office ofthe Actuary 


SUBJECt: 	 Request from Representatjve Stark: Regarding Proposed "Medi~.Preservation 
and lmprovements Act of1999" 

TO: 	 Bill Vaughan. 

Ways and Means Health Subcorilmittee Minority Staff 


This memorandum is in partial response to Representative Stark's request ofDecember I. 1999, 
for actUarial information regarding S. 1895, the "Medicare Preservation and Improvements Act 
of 1999," 	as introdUced by Senators Breaux and Frisl. Please convey my apologies to Mr. Stark. 
for the delay jn our response. At this time. we are still working on estimates ofthe impact of the 
Breaux.-Frist bill on Medicare revenues and expendirures. Estimation ofbeneficiaries' choices of 
plans., as well as what plans would be offered. is complicated by the high- and low-option provi­
sions of the bill and the constraints placed on plans' cost-sharing rules. We will, however, try to 
ans·wer Mr. Stark's other questions on a preliminary basis. . . 	 . 

Mr. Stark asked to what extent the proposal 'Would nlerease premiums for fee-for-service benefi· 
ciaries relati ve to present law. The premium Connula specified. in S. 189S is essentially the same· 
as the one developed by the staffofthe National Bipartisan Commission on the future ofMedi­
care. 	 As anjncentive for beneficiaries to enroll in more efficient plans, it would reduce premi­
ums for plans with below-average costs and increa.se them for plans with above-average costs 
(including the traditional fee-for-service Medicare plan). The increase fur fee-for-sexvice benefi­
ciaries would depend on (i) the proportion ofhenefic;iaries in private plans (since greater private 
enrollment results in a lower weighted average premium), and (ii) the average cost for enrollees 
in pri'Vate plans relative to.fee-for-service beneficiaries, after adjustment for geogzaphic and 
health-starns differences. TIle comparison is also affcctect by the 12-percent faCtor used in the 
premium formula, as described below. 

If the proposal had no impact OD beneficiary enrollment in private plans, compared to present 
law enrollment in 2003, then we estimate that the standard-option fee-foT-service premjum 
would be about 47 perQeJlt greater than the sMl premium under present law. This increase can 
be allocated as follows: 

Inereesc due to OPCfa~OA ofpromium formula.................................. 25% 


Increase due to use of 12% t3£:tor in premium formula, vers\l.& 

esfima1ed 9.8% b~ficiary ;05t under pn:sent law in 2003 ......... ,.... 22% 


Total im.pact•• f ..............''''•• ft.: ............ ~......,..•. .,."...,., ....... ";... l'••• ~., ..... ~........... ~. 47% 


As noted above, we have not yet been able to estimate the impact ofS. 1895 OD the proportion of 
beneficiaries enrolled in private plansj therefore 'the imPAvt on f","ror-8mioo pmnium5 3hown . 

http:increa.se
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above is illustrative. Through the action of the premium fonnuI~ an increase in the private en­
rollment proportion relative to present law would tend to further increase fee-for·service premi:' 
tuns, by lowering the weighted average premium: Under the Medicare Commission's two alter­
native proposals, enrollment was estimated to in("Te8Se by about 6 to 8 percentage points but the 
impact of the current biU could be significantly ditTerent. 

As indicated abo'Ve, a substantial part ofthe illustrative increase in fee-for-service premiums is 
due to the 12"percent factor in the premium formula, tather than the actual level ofSMT premi. 
ums as a p<lfcentage oftota! Medicare'<X)sts (currently estimated to be 9.8 peroent in 2003). The 
Medicare Commission's intent was for beneficiaries in avemge.-eost plans to pay the same pro­
portion oftotal Medicare costs as would happen under present law (once the home health costs 
transferred. to SMl have been :fully reflected in the SMl premium). This proportion had been eSA 

timated at roughly 12 percent at the time ofthe Commission's deliberations. Under CUlTe:nt pro­
jections. the prescnt law pertentage is estimated to increase gradually from about 10.1 percent in 
2004 (when the'home health cost is fully reflected) to an estiMated 10.8 percent in 2010.' 

Mr. Stark also asked about the cost ofhigh-option coverage compared to the standard option. In 
the absence 6fantiselection by beneficiaries, we estimate the following costs and premiums un­
der the proposal for fee-far-service beneficiaries in 20()J(for beneficiaries with incomes above 
the.section 2229 threshold): 

Monthly. MODthJ)' Annual Attnual 
Cover~e cost 2remium coSt Eremium 

Standard aption ............................... ' $564.00 
, . SS1.45 $6,768. 5977. 

.,: ca~tropbic cOverage................... 45.83 . 4S.83 SSO SSO 
+ dn.as (X)v~e............................... 76.67 57.50 920 690 
Subtotal; additional coverages ........ 122.50 10:3.:;) 1.470 1,240 

High option ......I •••••••• 'f.,J'.iI'lI•• ' .••~ •••,•• S686.50 $184.18 S8,,238 S2.2.17 

In practice, however, it is very likely that beneficiaries choosing high-option plans would tend to, 

have greater health care costs than those dloosing standard-option plans .. This result could in­

crease the cost of the supplementary coverage subbtantially, cau.c;ing high-option plans t() face a 


. t~.n:a1"antiselection s~aln with steadllyinCTe'4Sing premiums and. declining enrollment. 
LntlJting enrollment in high-option plans to a one-time opportunity at initial eligibility would 
substantially reduce or eliminate this problem and we understand that Senators Breaux and Prist 
have specified this modification to their original bill. . . . . 

.We cannot comment at this ~e about the financial status ofthe Medicare program or its general 
revenue finanCing requirements Wlder the bi11, sin(;e we have not yet been able to estimate the 
program savings. Please let us know ifyou have any questions about the preliminary estimates ' 
shown in this memorandum. . 

(I~s.~ 
Richard S. Fosier. F.S.A. 

. ., ChiefActuary : . 
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Medicare Reform: Leading Proposals Lay 

Groundwork. While Design Decisions Lie Ahead 


Table 1: Under Both Versions of Competitive Approach, Medicare and Beneficiaries Can Enjoy Direct Savings . 

Medicare+Cholce President Breaux·Frlst 
Payment rates Administratively determined, Plans determine own premium Plans determine own premium 

largely based on fee-for-service for providing Medicare-covered for providing benefits 
(FFS) costs benefits 

Maximum government About 89% of administratively - For private plans, 85% of 88% of national average 
contribution determined payment rate" traditional Medicare costO premium, includes HCFA· 

- For traditional Medicare, about sponsored FFS plan" 
89% of cost 

Beneficiary contribution • Monthly part B pr~mium to - Difference between private - Difference between plan 
Medicare plan premium and government premium and government 

- May pay additional premium to contribution contribution 
plan - Nothing for private plans with • Nothing for plans with 

premiums below about 80% of premiums at or below 85% of 
FFS cost nl;ltional average 

• If in traditional FFS, 
approximately·11 % of per 
capita prograin cost 

Impact on beneficiary if enrolled - Pay monthly part B premium to - Pay premium • Pay premium 
in plan with relatively high costs Medicare 

- Pay premium to plan 
Impact on beneficiary if enrolled Pay monthly part B premium to . - Pay little or no premium - Pay little or no premium 
in plan with relatively low costs Medicare 

Pay little or no premium to plan 
Receive extra benefits 

Impact on Medicare if beneficiary None; savings flow to plan and Receives portion of savings Receives portion of savings 
enrolled in plan with costs below beneficiaries 
maximum government 
contribution 

'Net effect, government payments· offset by beneficiary part B premiums (assumed to total 
about 11 percent of FFS costs), 

°Net effect, maximum government payment set at 96 percent of average FFS cost offset 
by beneficiary part B premiums revenue (assumed to equal about 11 percent of FFS 
costs). 

"Plans submit premium for benefit package that may include benefits not covered by 
Medicare. Medicare Board determines the portion of the premium associated with 
Medicare-covered benefits and uses that amount to compute the enrOllment-weighted 
national average. 

One major difference between the two proposals concerns how the 
beneficiary premium would be set for those who remained in the 
traditional fee-for-service program. Under Breaux-Frist. there would be no 
separate part B premium. All plans-including traditional Medicare­
would calculate a total premium expected to cover the cost of proViding 

Page 12 GAotr-HEHS/AIMD-OO-I03 



Medicare l,{efOlm: Leading Proposals Lay , 
Groundwork. While Design Decisions Ue Ahead 

,Table ~: Sim'ulation Showing Similarities BetWeen Two Proposals in Monthly Premium Contribution Amounts 

,'Total per capita Beneficiaries 
premium enrolled 

Private 
lans $450' ,17% 

Traditional FFS 
83% 

Overall' 
avera e 

'. $500 

j < 

Prudent Purchasing 
Strategies fbrTraditional 
Medicare 

'Private plan premium is a hypothetical example that assumes pi s could<provide . ~: 
Medicare-covered benefits for 90 percent of the coSts incurred y the fee-for-service ~ . 
program,. , ' ' • 7.'2. 0 eel' A­. .. , '. "1k .~ j} . '(./A-"" . 
Source: GAO analysis, . {'I\~J t:. -\'v.~ tIN ~ , 

Over the longer tenn, larger differences will emerge only if private plans 

decide to ,compete aggressively on the basis of price for market share or 

traditipnal fee-for-service Medicare becornessignificaritly less able to 

control the growth of costs relative to private plans. Although the 

'premium support proposals are intended to slow health care spending 

through competition, it is not certain that this will occur. Private plans. 

may very well find that their most profitable strategy is to "shadow price" 


, (set prices only slightly under) traditional Medicare and be satisfied With· 
smaller market share. (Paradoxically, serving larger numbers of 
bent;lficiaries could lead to higher costs and less profit.) 

, '. . 

. The greater ability of private plans to control costgrowth and thereby 
oi't:er significantly lower premiums is not a foregone con,elusion. ' 
MediCare's fee-for~service cost containment record over the longer term 

,ha~ not differed sub~tantially from that of the private s~ctor. In some 
periods. Medicare's cost growth has been lower; in others. higher .. Today, 
ac:tually, weare witnessing a resurgence of cost growth in private plans. 
while Medicare spending projectil;ms have flattened., ,. '. ' , 

, ., 

More than 80 percent of Medicare beneficiaries currently receive their 
health care coverage through the traditional fee-for-service program. Both 
leading reform proposals recognize the importance of this program to ' 

'beneficiaries and would ensure its continued availability nationwide. They 
also recognize that controlling the growth of overall Medicare spending, 

, requires a more efficient traditional program. Consequently. both ., 
proposals seek to make Medicare a more prudent purchaser of health care, 

, bY'introducing modern cost control strategies. 

Page 14 GAOrr-HEHS/AIMD-OO"103 
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. CBO Estimate of Effect of Medicare Provisions in President's Budget for 2001 on Mandatory Speft'Clri\l!i0 +R 
In billions of dollars, by fiscal year t9 . 

2001· 2001· 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 I 2005 2010 

Premiums (dollars per month, by calendar year) 

Premiums: Current Law 45.50 49.30 53.20 58.60 64.20 69.70 74.70 79.40 84.20 89.70 95.10 


President's Budget 
Part B 45.50 48.90 52.60 57.80 63.20. 68.40 73.30 77.90 82.50 87.~0 93.00 

'--' ­
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1999 


The Honorable William jefr~tsoh Clinton· . 

The White House ... 

Washington, D,C.20500 . 


bear President Cll.n:ton: 

On behalf ()f the Greatet New Y'orkH9SpitalAssoci~tion, I want tothahkyouand your 
excellent stafffot helping ·secure·much~needed relief fr0111the Medicare cuts imposed by 
the Balanced Budget Act of 1997.· • .. . 

,.' Your support for (eliefofth~.I1atibn'steaching hospitalswasag;teat help to our effort to 
· ensure that Arnerica'~ teaching hospitals remain the envy of the world. The bill you are 
signing today will stop further cuts in Medicate indirect medical education funding in FY 
2000. and "Yill greatly· reduce the scheduled cut in FY 2001. this provIsion ruone will 
preventa further $157 million in Medicare reductions·to teaching hospitals in New York 
State over the next two years. 

We are also grateful fot your efforts and the efforts of your staff on direct. medical 
· education. Although the agreement does contain a funding formula change that will 

reduCe Medicare payments to many hospitals in New York State over the next six years. 
the .tin~l proposal is a vast improvement over the proposal that passed the House on 

'November 5, 1999. It is onlY· due to your efforts and the efforts of the New York 
Congressional delegation that. this provision was improved. We look for:ward to working 

· with you to secure further improvenlents in the'future. 
, ,. . 

. . . . . 

· PLease communicate our gratitude t~ your. excellent staff,. particularly Chris Jennings~ 
· who acquitted him.selfadmirably.throughouttheprocess. ~'< .. . ....'"".- ­

, ".' 



APTA 
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:,n~ ~,84 n'l.~ r;lx November '22, 1999 
\",lww.~IJI.i.tlrg 

OIllC!lrt! The Honorable WllIiam Je:tIersoo. Clinton 
lim t.;~it"lii'irl!;c,"; ri, I'Ilri,IJ&:..'!I President ofthe United Sta.teS 
iJ,L'llItk!nl " .The White HOuse ' 
Imil: L ~I"""(iff. l'i. MA­ 1600 Pe:nnsYlvaniaAvenue, N.W.1/1(:,; f'1l;.idllrlt . 

Washington, D.C. 20500 
Itwly RUI.'\!t'h•. PT. MBA 
~(:r(lrv 

Dear President CIU1to.n:i'r"nf i~ I W.-I~ 1'1: MF.I 
Il!!lI\IoJl'C<' 

P,,111011\ A DI'iI'v. 1'1 Onbehalf ofthetnore than 70,,000 members ofthe American Physical Therapy 
S/)I;'!.L'\'r ~I( thO "'Oll!ir'. AssociatiOll (APTA).1 am writing to eXpresS our sincere appreciation for yOllf 
Slt.1~11 M 1.~"JllI(.'. PT , fRJpport <If recent CongressiomU actioo,.relieVing Medicate beneficiaries from 
Vit ~ !itlCil!;cr 

. the inequities' of the 51.500 (:.9J) on outpatient physical th8rapy sei'Viees~ . As you 
. know, this cap was imposed as part oftb.e Balanced Budget Act of 1997. 
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Imlll"! A 11311. 'n;MA 
Attheend ofthe First Session ofthe 1()6'h Congress~as pan ofH.R.,3194;,

~''''el ~ U''XnL"I'. !11'. plio 
Congress placed a momtoriutn On the $1,500 caps tor 2000 and 2001. This' 

Mlllml M nUl\I .."~')I. I'f, M~ moratorium ensu.res thai Medicare benefic.aries will be able to access necessary·'
l. Af1nt"tlQ, IRt;u..'tth. IVI~. 1'110... MBA physical therapy servicc5,regardless: ofthe Setting in. wlUeh they receive their 
~'1mQY AMry.louki. rT, MA 

~e. 
R~hqlf" !; !kIni:lcl'l', PT, M& 
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Dcnni. !:pill••n.... 1"1'. MdA and HUitUln Services thenec:fl8sary thne 1:0 develop appropriate mechanisms 
M!,lr(;l~ s :>milli. PI. I'h~) " that can. permau.ently xCplaee arbitrm:y litni~s on patient care, APTA looks 

fonwrd towoddng with the Department to assist its dforts in this atea. 
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rrlll'l\~'fil M.illvl'l. 1i'!1 Again, thank you for resoi'Ving this issue on behalf ofMedieare beneficiaries 
,and the physica11herapists that treat thew. 	 " 
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Health Care Officials Praise President Clinton for Signing Bill 
. to Res~ot~ M,edica"~:t'lIl1l~~bg forSi~kest B~n~fieiari~ 

1 . • • '.. " '. • 

Legislation 'WiIIProvide TeD1porary~eneffot Patienis Needing Skilled Nursing Care 

. Washington. D.C. ~The American Health· Care Association today praised President Clinton for 
raking "an impottaIit step·' to protect America's sickest seniorS by signing the Omnibus Bill into law which 
would restore more than $2.5 billion in Medicare funding for skilled nursing caie~ The legislation was called 
by ARCA "a life preserver thrown to critically ill seniors in the nick oftime;" . 

. . . The legislation addresses Medicare cuts that threatened patient access to skilled nursing care for 
. seriously ill elderly: ·.Among the patients helped by this legIslation are those needing ventilator care, . 

.. intravenous dtug·therapy, chemothempy and dialysis. The legislation also wil1 eliminate for two yeatS .. 
government-mandated caps on physical, speech and occupational therapy. Many elderly patients quickly run 

. into the government caps before.they have fully recovered from stroke or hip fractures. ' 

I .. "The Clinton Administration has played an ess~ntial role in rescuing America's sickest and most . 
vuhlerable senior citizens from the impact ofdeep (:uts in Medicare," said AHCA Legislative Counsel Bruce 
Yarwood. "America's sickest Medicare beneficiaries, their fammes and caregivers, owe Congress and the 
Presidel1t a debt of gmtitude.". . . 

. "President Clinton said in his State-of-the-Union address earlier this year that 'we mUst invest in 
long tenn care.' the President, staying true to his word, has demonstrated genuine concern for and . 
commitment to the growing number ofelderly citizens who rely on Medicare for skilled nursing care by 
signing this bill into law. We must now make this temporary fix permanent." Yarwood said. "We've come a 
long way; but the job is far from finished. We look forward to continuing our work with Congress and the 
Administration to address other issues facing America's·seniors. such as long term care insurance protection,' 
quality and continued Medicare protection.It 

### 

The American Health Care ASEociation is a/ederation a/affiliated associations, representing more than i2.oOO non­
profit andjor-proj1l nursingfacilities, assisted Jiving residences. and subacute ¢arB centers lhat'pl'ovide Care to more 
.lhan On~ millioneltkrly Qhd clJ.sabled indMduals IIaiionally. ~. ...""'" 
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President Clinton: 

Providing Strong Leadership At Home And Abroad 


November 29, 1999 


This month, President Clinton's strong leadership in both domestic and foreign affairs was clear. The 
President: reached a budget agreement that reflected his priorities and the American people's values; brokered an 
historic agreement to bring China into the World Trade Organization and rules-based trade; put the Good Friday 
Peace Accords back on track in Northern Ireland; brokered an agreement for peace talks between Turkey and 
Greece over Cyprus, and signed an agreement that will improve US energy security through the building of a 
Caspian energy pipeline. 

Cl 	 The Budget Agreement: A Hard Fought Victory for the American People 
PresidentClinton insisted that Congress keep working on its budget until key priorities were addressed, 
including maintaining fiscal discipline, paying down the debt and making investments in our people. This 
budget reflects all of those priorities. The President won: .. 

./ A victory for our children with investment in 100,000 new qualified teachers to reduce class size . 


./ A victory for safer neighborhoods with investment in up to 50,000 new police officers . 


./ A victory for a cleaner environment through investment in the President's "Lands Legacy" 

initiative to preserve natural areas and removal of anti-environmental "riders." 


./ A victory for Americans with disabilities through passage ofthe leffords-Kennedy-Roth-Moynihan 

legislation allowing Americans with disabilities to rejoin the work force without losing health ca~e. 


./ A victory for American national interests through payment of UN dues and investment in the 

Middle East peace process, safeguarding of nuclear arms, and debt relief for impoverished nations 


Cl 	 China-WTO Agreement: An Historic Trade Agreement with China 
For 13 years, the United States has been working to bring China into the system of rules-based trade. Earlier 
this month, the team of negotiators President Clinton dispatched to China reached an historic agreement paving 
the way for China to join the World Trade Organization. The agreement furthers US economic interests, 
opening Chinese markets to American goods, slashing Chinese tariffs, leveling the playing field for American 
businesses and protecting American workers from dumping. The deal also promotes US national security 
interests, opening Chinese society to democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

Cl 	 Northern Ireland: Putting the Good Friday Peace Accords Back on Track 
After months of stalemate and painstaking negotiation, the President Clinton's Representative to the Northern 
Ireland peace talks, former Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell, announced a significant breakthrough this 
week. The blueprint for peace announced by Senator Mitchell will lead to the formation of shared political 
institutions and the start of the disarmament process at the earliest possible date. The Good Friday Peace 
Accords are back on track. 

Cl 	 Cyprus: Brokering an Agreement for New Peace Talks 
. Settling the decades long-conflict between our two allies, Turkey and Greece, over the political status of 

Cyprus is a high priority on the President's foreign policy agenda. Tireless mediation and President Clinton's 
personal involvement - bore fruit last week as leaders from both sides agreed the peace talks. Due to President 
Clinton's leadership, there is new hope for peace in Cyprus. 

Q 	 Caspian Oil Pipeline: Signing an Agreement to Strengthen Energy Security 
The Clinton Administration has worked since 1994 to develop secure energy and gas pipelines from the 
Caspian Sea to the Mediterranean to ensure that Americans have access to these important energy resources. 
Last week, President Clinton hrokered a landmark agreement that takes an important step towards this goal. 
The agreement signed in Istanbul, Turkey ensures the free flow of oil and gas to the world market, offers new 
commercial opportunities for U.S. companies, enhances cooperation among the countries of the region, and 
provides an environmentally safer way to transport oil and gas. 



•• 

Today President Clinton will sign the Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2000, providing 
funding for education, public safety, the environment, international leadership, health care and other 

. priorities. In his speech, the President will prod Congress to act on America's unfinished business when it 
returns in January. 

PROTECTING FISCAL DISCIPLINE AND PAYING DOWN THE DEBT. The budget represents a victory for 
President Clinton's stand for fiscal discipline. Between 1981 and 1992, the debt quadrupled. In 1992 the 
deficit was $290 billion and projected to rise to over $400 billion in 1999. As a result of the tough and 
sometimes unpopular choices made by President Clinton in 1993 and 1997, we have seen seven 
consecutive years of fiscal improvement for the first time in America's history, bringing last year's budget 
to a unified surplus of$124 billion the largest ever. Throughout the year, the Republicans have been 
proposing fiscally irresponsible tax cuts that would have jeopardized this record of fiscal discipline. In 
September, the President vetoed a Republican tax cut that would likely have drained hundreds of billions 
of dollars of the Social Security surplus from debt reduction. As a result of the President's stand, 
America will stay on course to payoff the debt held by the public by 2015 - for the first time since 
Andrew Jackson was President. 

A VICTORY FOR AMERICA'S STUDENTS.. After vetoing a Congressional budget that denied funding to 
priority education and training investments, President Clinton and Vice President Gore delivered on .their 
ambitious education agenda. . 

-/" 	 More High-Quality Teachers With Smaller Class Sizes: Following on a new initiative by the 

President last year, the bill includes $1.3 billion for a bipartisan plan to help reduce class size in the 

early gradesby hiring 100,000 quality teachers over the next six years. 


-/" Accountability for the Lowest Performing Schools: $134 million in Title I funds for this new 
initiative to help tum around the worst-performing schools and hold them accountable for results . 

./ Double Funding for After School: $453 million for after school, providing support to 675,000 
students - 375,000 more than last year . 

./ GEAR UP: A 67 percent increase to $200 million for the President's GEAR UP initiative, which 
helps 482,000 students aspire to and prepare for college - the second year of this new initiative . 

./ Expanded Head Start: A $607 million increase for Head Start to serve an additional 44,000 
children. Total funding is $5.3 billion - 90 percent higher than 1993 . 

./ Hispanic Education Agenda: $436 million in increases for a number of education programs that 
help to improve the educational achievement and high dropout rates of Latino students . 

./ Largest Pell Grant Maximum Award Ever: Increased to $3,300 - a 43 percent increase since 1993. 

FIGHTING CRIME, DRUGS, AND GUNS. To keep crime coming gown to record lows, President Clinton 
fought for important investments in the budget to build on the Administration's successful community 
policing initiative, including funds to put more police on the street and critical resources to strengthen law 
enforcement efforts to keep communities safe . 

./ 	More Police for Our Streets: The bill contains full funding for the first installment toward the 
President's goal to fund the hiring of up to 50,000 more police officers for our Nation's streets by 



-

2005. The initiative builds on the President's successful COPS program that has already funded 
100,000 police officers to help keep America's streets safe. 

INVESTING IN ACLEANER ENVIRONMENT. President Clinton aild Vice President Gore won significant 
gains for the environment in the fiscal year 2000 budget, including new resources to combat water 
pollution, protect wildlife, address global warming, and preserve precious lands across the country. At the 
same time, the President and Vice President forced Congress to drop or substantially modify dozens of 
anti-environmental riders that would have rolled back hard-won environmental safeguards and benefited 
special interests at the expense of our public lands . 

../ 	 Preserving Our Lands Legacy: The President and Vice President won $651 million for Lands 
Legacy, a 42 percent increase for this historic initiative that strengthens federal efforts to preserve 
natural treasures and provides communities with new resources to protect local green spaces. 

MAINTAINING AMERICA'S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP. The Republican Congressional budget would have 
turned its back on America's leading role in the world by not providing funds for peace in the Middle 
East, leadership at the United Nations, economic development in the poorest countries, and efforts to halt 
the spread of nuclear weapons. The President fought for and secured victories to strengthen America's 
leading role in the world: 

../ 	 Promoting Peace in the Middle East: The Congress fully funded the President's $1.8 billion request 
arising from the Wye River Agreement. 

../ 	 Maintaining Leadership at the United Nations: In an agreement reached between the President and 
Congress, the United States will now be able to avoid losing its vote, encourage needed reforms at the 
UN, and repay $926 million owed to the UN. 

../ 	 Debt Relief for Poor Countries: The bill provides $110 million to fund reduction of debts owed to 
the U.S. government by the poorest developing countries . 

../ 	 Reducing the Nuclear Weapons Threat and Building Democracy in Russia and the Newly 
Independent States: The final bills provide $1.5 billion across the government to fund critical efforts 
in Russia and the Newly Independent States to reduce the threat of nuclear weapons, to promote 
democracy, private enterprise, and free speech, and to generally assist in the transition these countries 
are undertaking . 

../ 	 More Funding for President Clinton's Child Labor Initiative: The Congress fully funded the 
President's $30 million request - maintaining the lO-fold increase from the $3 million funding in 
1998. . 

PROGRESS ON THE NEW MARKETS INITIATIVE: In his State ofthe Union, President Clinton proposed to 
bring more private investment to all areas of the United States. The President and Congressional Leaders 
have agreed to work together to enact bipartisan legislation to help spur economic development in urban 
and rural communities that have not shared fully in the benefits of the nation's strong economy. The New 
Markets ~nitiative enjoys bipartisan support . 

../ 	 Funding America's Private Investment Companies (APICs): Provides $20 million of funding for 
APICs (subject to authorization), a key element of the President's New Markets Initiative, that would 
leverage $800 million of new investment in under served areas . 

../ 	 New Markets Venture Capital Program: Provides, subject to authorization, $16.5 million in 
funding for New Market Venture Capital Firms (NMVCs) and BusinessLINC to bring equity capital 
and technical assistance to small businesses in low- and moderate-income neighborhoods. 

-2- . 



ADDRESSING HEALTH CARE. The President won a $34.5 billion investment in health programs, 11.7 
percent above FY 1999 enact~d level, to strengthen the public health infrastructure, provide critical 
prevention and treatment services to individuals with mental illness, invest in pediatric training programs, 
and advance biomedical research with a historic investment of $2.3 billion. The bill also invests $16 
billion over 5 years to address the flawed policy and excessive payment reductions resulting from the 
Balanced Budget Act (BBA) of 1997. It lifts caps on therapy services, increases payments for very sick 
nursing horne patients, restores teaching hospital funding, and extends coverage of drugs that prevent 
rejection of organ transplants, among others. 

A STRONG RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AGENDA: The bill includes an unprecedented commitment to 
key civilian research. The bill increases the President's "21 sl Century Research Fund" for civilian 
research programs by more than $3 billion . 

./ 	National Science Foundation: A 6.6 percent increase in support for science and engineering 
research and education. . 

./ National Institutes of Health: Provides $2.3 billion, a 15 percent increase over FY 1999 funding 
levels, to build on the President's commitment to biomedical research . 

./ Information Technology: The bill includes more th~ $80 million in funding for the Next 
Generation Internet and $235 million for the Administration's "Information Technology for the 21 st 

Century" initiative. 

MUCH WORK STILL LEFT To Do 

x 	 Passing Common Sense Gun Legislation: Congress must pass a bipartisan juvenile crime bill that 
includes strong gun measures to: close the gun show loophole; require child safety locks for 
handguns; ban the importation of large capacity ammunition clips; and bar violent juveniles from 
owning guns for life. 

x 	 Passing a Strong, Enforceable, Patients' Bill of Rights: During the past two years, the President 
has exercised his executive authority to extend critical patient protections to over 85 million 
Americans. But ultimately,Jhe only way to ensure that all Americans in all plans have basic 
consumer protections is to enact a strong, enforceable Patients' Bill of Rights. 

x 	 Strengthening Social Security: The Republicans have proposed so-called "lockbox" legislation that 
would not add a single day to the life of Social Security; the President has asked them to join him in 
using the benefits of fiscal discipline to extend the life of Social Security from 2034 to 2050. 

x 	 Modernizing and Strengthening Medicare: Although members of both parties joined the President 
and Vice President in the effort to adjust Medicare health care provider payments, Congress failed to 
address the growing challenges that Medicare faces. These challenges include modernizing it with a 
long overdue, optional prescription drug and giving Medicare the adequate resources and tools to be 
as efficient as possible. 

x 	 Raising the Minimum Wage: The Congress has failed to pass a clean, ~traightforward bill to 
increase the minimum wage by $1 over two years - a step that would simply restore it to the 1982 
inflation-adjusted level. Instead, the Senate attached the minimum wage increase to fiscally 
irresponsible tax giveaways for special interests. 

x 	 Expanding Federal Hate Crimes Laws: The President and Vice President have called for a bill that 
would make it easier to prosecute crimes based on race, color, religion and national origin; and that 
would also include crimes based on sexual orientation, gender and disability. 
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REMARKS ,BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT BILL SIGNING CEREMONY FOR 

THE OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FY 2000 

The Rose Garden 

12:25 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Good afternoon. Please be seated. I 
want to welcome the members of Congress who are here, members of the 
Cabinet, the police officers and teachers who are shielding me from the 
cold wind (laughter) -- and who represent the big winners in this year's 
budget. I ,would like to say a special word of thanks to Jack Lew, Sylvia 
Mathews, Larry Stein, and Martha Foley for the work that they did on this 
budget. (Applause.,) And I know that many member's of the Senate and the 
House who are here brought their staff members who worked on the budget 
I want to thank them for their work, as well. 

Last January, in my State of the Union address, I asked our 
Congress to use this truly historic time of peace and prosperity to meet 
our generation's responsibilities to the new centurYi to extend our 
economic prosperity, improve our education system, make our streets safer, 
protect our environment, move more Americans from welfare to work, prepare 
for the aging of our nation, ,and strengthen our leadership in the world. 
The first budget of the 21st century was a long time in coming, but it goes 
a very long way toward fulfilling those historic responsibilities. 

Though it leaves some challenges unmet, it represents real 
progress. It is a budget for a government that lives within its means and 
lives up to the values of the American people. We value prosperity, and 
this budget will help to extend it. It maintains the fiscal discipline 
that has turned deficits into surpluses, and gives us what will be in 
February the longest economic expansion in the history of the United 
States. 

It avoids risky tax cuts that would have spent hundreds of 
billions of dollars from the Social Security surplus' and drained our 
ability to advance education and other important public purposes. 

The budget keeps us on track toward paying down the debt, so that 
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in 15,years our nation will be , for the first time since 1835. 
This will mean lower interest rates and g'reater growth for a whole 
generation of Americans. 

. We value education, and this budget truly puts education first, 
continuing our commitment to hire 100,000 highly-qualified teachers to 
lower class size in the early grades -- which common sense and research 
both tells us leads to improved learning. 

The budget also helps to fulfill another promise I made 
winter, to encourage more accountability for results in our nation's 
schools. Under this budget, for the first time, we will help states and 

. school districts turn around or shut down their worst-performing schools 
schools that year after year fail to give our most disadvantaged students 
the learning they need to escape poverty and reach their full potential. 
And the budget provides further help for students to reach higher standards 
by doubling funds for after-school and summer school programs, which will 
enable us to reach hundreds of thousands of more students, and by 
increasing support for mentoring programs, including the GEAR UP program to 
help students go on to college. ' 

We value the safety of our families, and this budget will make 
America a safer place. It invests in our COPS program, which already has 
funded 100,000 community police officers and helped to give us the lowest 
crime rate in 25 years. This agreement will help to hire up to 50,000 more 
community police officers, targeted in neighborhoods where the crime rates 
still are too high. 

We value the environment, and this budget protects the 
environment and preserves our precious natural heritage. It includes our 
historic Lands Legacy Initiative to set aside more of our magnificent 
natural areas and vital greenspaces, and does not include destructive, 
anti-environmental riders. 

We value quality health care, and,this budget includes historic' 
investments in biomedical rese~rch, mental health, pediatric training and 
other areas. And it ensures that hospitals and other medical providers 
will have the resources they need to provide the 39 million elderly and 
disabled Medicare beneficiaries with the quality health care that they need 
and deserve. 

Finally, we value America's role of leadership in the world, and 
this budget strengthens that role, with greater investments in'our nation's 
strong defense and our nation's diplomacy, by paying our dues and arrears 
to the United Nations, meeting our commitments to the Middle East peace 
process, providing debt relief for the poorest countries of the world, and 
funding efforts to safeguard nuclear weapons and expertise in Russia. 

Let me thank the leaders of both parties for their roles in this 
agreement. We had a lot of late night, long phone calls which led to it. 
I thank the leaders of the relevant committees ~nd subcommittees for 
special efforts in this regard. And, of course, ,I, want to say a special 
word of thanks to the leaders and members of my party in both houses who 
s~rongly supported my efforts for the 100,000 teachers, ,the 50,0~O police, 
the investments in the environment and paying the U.N. dues. 

,As we celebrate what we've accomplished~ I ask us all to be. 
humble and mindful of what we still have to accomplish: To give all 
Americans in all health plans the protections they need, we still need a 
strong, enforceable patients' bill of rights. To curb gun violence and 
keep firearms out of the hands of criminals and children, we still need 
sen~ible gun sa legislation -- to close the gun show loophole in the 
Brady law; to ban the importation of large ammunition clips; to include the 
requirement for child trigger locks in a juvenile Brady bill. 

To build one America with freedom and justice for all, we should 
pass the Hate Crimes. Prevention Act. To meet the challenge of the aging of 
America, we must extend the life of the Social Security trust fund, well 
beyond the years of the baby boomers' retirement, lift the earnings 
limitation, and alleviate poverty among older women on Social Security. 

To ensure the healt;h of our seniors' in the years to' come:, we must 
secure and moderpize Medicare, including a voluntary prescription drug 
benefit. To make sure hard-working Americans have a at the table of 
our prosperity, we must pass a New Markets Initiative to give Americans the 
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same incentives to in~est in' poor areas they have to invest in poor areas 
around the world. We must raise the minimum wage and increase our support 
for quality child care. , 

In the weeks and months ahead, we can achieve these vital goals 
if we keep in mind that the disagreements we have are far less important 
than our shared values and our shared responsibility .to the future. With 
this budget, we have helped to begin that future. 

Again, let me thank the leaders and ,the members in Congress in 
both parties that contributed to a budget that passed with large majorities 
in both houses and both parties. I am proud to sign a bill that I believe 
will give us a stronger, better America in the 21st century. 

I'd like to now invite the members of Congress to come up and 
stand with me, and then I'd like to ask the police officers and .the 
teachers to come in behind the members of Congress, and we'll sign the 

, budget. 
Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

END 12:40 P.M. EST 
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Last winter, in my State of the Union address, I called on Congress to use this 
time of peace and prosperity to meet our generation's historic responsibility to the 21 st 

Century. To extend our economy prosperity, to make our streets safer, to improve 
education, to protect our environment, to move more Americans from welfare to work, 
and to strengthen America's leadership role in the world. 

The budget I am about to sign does all that and more. This first budget of the 21 st 

Century was a long time in coming, but it goes a long way towards fulfilling our 
responsibilities to the future. And though it leaves some challenges unmet, it also 
represents real progress. It is a budget f9r a government that lives within its means and 
lives up to the values of the American people. 

We value prosperity, and this budget wilt' help extend our prosperity. It. maintains 
the fiscal discipline that has turned deficits into surpluses and given us what, in February, 
will be the longest economic expansion in U.S. history. It avoids risky tax cuts that 
would have. spent hundreds of billions of from the Social Security surplus. Instead, this 
budget keeps us on track towards paying down the debt so that in 15 years America can· 
be debt free for the first time since 1835. That will mean lower interest rates and greater 
economic growth in the future. 

We value education, and this budget puts education first. Common sense tells us, 
and research reminds us, that smaller classes mean more learning for individual students. 
That's why I stood firm for our commitment to hire 10.0.,0.0.0. highly qualified teachers to 
lower c;lass size in the early grades. I am pleased that Congress has agreed to fulfill that 
promise. 

This budget also helps fulfill another promise I made last winter: to encourage 
more accountability for results in our nation's schools. Under this budget, for the first 
time, we will help states and school districts turn around or shut down their worst­
performing schools-schools that year after year fail to give our most disadvantaged 
students the learning they need to escape poverty and reach the middle class. And this 
budget provides further help for students to reach high standards by doubling funds for 
after school and summer school programs. 



We value the safety of our families, and this budget makes America a safer place. 
It invests in our COPS program, which already has funded 100,000 community police 
officers for our streets and helped to give us the lowest crime rate in 25 years. This 
agreement will help to hire up to 50,000 more community police officers targeted to 
neighborhoods where crime rates are still too high. 

We value the environment, and this'budget protects the environment and 
preserves America' precious natural heritage for future generations, It includes our 
histori'c Lands Legacy initiative to 'set aside more ofAmerica's magnificent natural areas 
and vital green spaces. And I am very pleased we successfully opposed anti~ 
environmental riders that put special interest above the national interest. 

,We value quality health care, and this budget includes historic investments in 
biomedical research, mental health, pediatric training, and other areas: And it ensures 
that hospitals and other medical providers will have the resources they need to provide 39 
million elderly and disabled Medicare beneficiaries with the quality health care they need 
and deserve. 

Finally, we value America's role of leadership in the world, and this budget 
strengthens that role, through greater spending for national defense as well as diplomacy:. 
It pays our dues and arrears to the United Nations, meets our commitments to the Middle 
,East peace process, provides debt relief for the poorest countries of the world, and funds 
efforts to safeguard nuclear weapons and expertise in Russia. 

I want to thank the leaders of both parties for their roles in this agreement, and I 
want to say a special word ofthanks to the Democratic leaders and the members of my 
party in both houses. Without you, our struggle for 100,000 teachers, 50,000 police, 
greater investments in the environment and paying our U.N. dues could simply not have 
succeeded. 

As we celebrate what we have accomplished, l~t us also be mindful ofwhat we 
must still accomplish. To give Americans in allhealth plans the protections they need, 
we must pass a strong, enforceable Patients bill of rights. To curb gun violence and keep 
firearms out of the hands ofchildren and criminals, we must pass sensible gun safety 
legislation. To build One America with freedom and justice for all, we must pass the 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act. To extend the life of Social Security to well beyorid the 
years of the baby boomers' retirement, we should pass my plan to strengthen Social 
Security. To ensure the health of our seniors for years to come, we must secure Medicare 
and modernize it with a voluntary prescriptIon drug benefit. And to make sure more 
hard~working Americans have a place at the table of our prosperity, we must raise the 
minimum wage. 

These are vital goals. And in the weeks and months ahead, we can reach them~ if 
we keep in mind that the disagreements we may have are far less important than the 
responsibility we share to build a better future for our children. With this budget, we 



have already begun to build that future. So let this budget be our inspiration to work 
together, for abetter, stronger America in the 21 st Century. 

I would now like to invite the teachers and police officers here with us today.to 
join me for the signing. . 

http:today.to
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Total Fiscalimpacl of the BBA Relief Bill 

200C 2001 200 200 2004 2005 6-YearTota 
330361 Bayley Seton Hospital New York. Ci!y 372.787 7Ils.sa, 561.075 324.783 135.856 135.868 2.319.212 
330204 Bellevue Hospllal Center New York. City 408....26 716.635 112,412 · - 1.237.474 
330169 Beth Istael Medical Center New York. City 3.096.206 3.491,975 (837,465 ('.&58.026) (2.595.616 (3,364,102 (2.06B.048) 
330009 er(Jox lebanon Hoopital Center New York. City 543.567 959.785 155.725 - 1.659;077 
330233 Br(Jokdale Unl'ie~lty Hospital and Medic New York. City 781.765 1.303,473 145,911 - - 2.231.t49 
330056 Br(Joklyn HoopitBl Center (Ttle) . New York. CIty 1.262.147 2.259.108 818.908 388.579 1OB,t45 168.145 5,085,632 
330133 CaMnl Medical C(jnter New York. City 975,461 1.18B.057 1,003.657 618.058 273,039 273,039 4.930,711 
330357 Catholic MlKliCal Center (EKcl. St. Mal)"s New York. CIt)' 2,51 0.3S4 4,410.507. 1,746.521 263,449 (840.294 {J.1.51,720 6,93U57 
330196 Coney Island Hospital New York. Cny 321.163 562,450 87.307 · · 970.920 
330212 Doctors' Hospital of Stalen Island, Inc. New York. CIty 76.554 153,108 140,932 123,436 . 56,16a 56.766 607.566 
330128 Elmhursl Hospllal C(jnler New York. City 330,268 566.350 77555 · - · 974,173 
330240 Harlem Hosllital Center New York. City 229,468 121,805 . (533.668 (847,066) (1.(179,312 (1,320,693 (3,429.367) 
330369 Hospital ror Joint Diseases Orthopaedic I 'New York. City . 282,954 374.778 (10.418 (90,615 (193.461 {262,277} 100.971 
33027(1 Hospital for Special Surgery New York. Cily 859,320 1,282.575 230.191 (26.787) . (326,566) (434.589) 1,584,141 
330397 Inlerfallh Medical Center New York City 560.567 1.100.393 579,913 287,205 112,907 112,907 2.759,951 
330127 JS()Qbi Medical Center New York. Clly 411,090 711,430 . 103.118 · - · 1.225.637 
330014 Jamaica Hosl)ltal Medical Center New York. Cily 857.787 1.417.038 664,658 440.624 281.951 287.141 3,{149,598 
330202 KillSl.s County Hospilal Center New York. Cily 248.964 451.505 83.409 · · · 783.878 
330201 Kingsbrook Jewish Medical C(jnter New York Clly 332,348 547.115 54,900 · · - 934,363 
330119 Lenox Hili Hospital NewYorkCily 2,862,080 4,344,615 2.334.013 1,751.128 1.286,692 1.319,765 13,900,293 
33(l080 Lin()Qln Medical &Menial Healttl Center NewVorkCily 398.754 7il4~861 115,045 · - - 1,218.679 
3303G8 LItUe NeCk Community Hospllal. Inc. New York Clly 9.255 1M11 17.642 16.774 11.561 11,561 85.304 
330152 Long Island ColleQa Hospital (The) New York Cil)' 1.885.372 2.752.352 1,6!>1,677 1,476,317 1.158,118 1,HI7,580 10.117,415 
3301!t5 Lol\ft Island Jewish Medfca I Center NewYorkClly 3.492.771 4.156.292 {419,794 . (924.936) {1,407,OOO) (I ,907,978 2.1N$9,356 
330300 Lutheran Medical Center New York Cil)' 1.093.858 2,014,216 928.712 494,925 202.038 202,036 4.935.785 
330194 Maimonldll$ Medical Center New York CII), 3,637.54(} 6,044,678 1,713.714 952.369 450.993 456.143 13,255,437 
330247 Manhattan Eye.Eaf and Throat Hospital NewYorkCil)' 19,504 29.620 697 - - 49.821 
330154 Memorial Hospital rOf Cancer and Allied if'/eYI York Cily 1,080,682 2,161,364 1.990.036 1,746.954 804.693 604,693 8,51l0.422 
330199 MetrojHJlltan Hospital Center NeYI York Clly 292.474 511,870 19.166 - - · 883,010 
330059 Montellore Medical Center NeYIYorkCily 4.482,168 5.646.361> (1.769,515 (3,074,400 (4,179,61l4) (5,327.997 (4,223.(69) 
330024 Mount Sinai Hospital New Yolle Clly 8.il35.231 12,417.736 3.825,412 2,008,269 677,525 123,190 'l1,987 ,383 
330100 Ne.'I/ York Eye & Ear Infirmary New York: City 359.923 704.237 639,560 632,509 632,509 632.509 3.&01,247 
330193 New Vork Flushing Hospital Medical Cen Nev, York City 708,1S1 1.206,496 429,36t 338,&09 15f.1,229 156.229 2,995,304 
330101 New Vork HOlijlltal {The) New York Cily 6,699.746 8.761,238 5.208,113 5,177,231 5,330,324 5.468,623 36,605,336 
3301155 N8\¥ York. Haspltal MlKlical Center of au New YOlk: City 2,(/81.641 3,694.435 1.933,667 1.130.537 487,218 4$7,218 9,314,735 
330236 Ne.... Vork Methodist Hospital New Yo.k City 1.761,322 3.149.378 1.264.894 696.170 282.332 2$2,332 7.456.928 
330064 New York UnivelSity Oownlown Hospital New YOlk City 515.925 92(t.659 337.513 165.561 6B.115 68,115 2,075,909 
332012 New York Univelsily Medical Center.- Rtl !Hew Y(JIK City 256.666 340,221 296.610 259,453 228.760 235.740 1.617,471 
330214 New York University Medical Center· TIe tHew YDd: City 2,620,806 3.958.872 1.116.472 1,066,160 706,112 718,&36 10;187.058 
330385 North Central Bronx Hospital New YOlk City 85,164 159.089 33,212 - · · 217,465 

330390 North General Hospital New YOlK City 338.022 614,Oatl 356,234 170,628 66,147 68,291 1.675.408 
330353 North Snore Un....ersity Hospilal at Fores. New York Ctty 329,786 546,000 15a,188 93,595 38.229 38,229 1,204,028 
330072 Our Lady_of Mercy "'Iedleal Cellier , N8\V York Cily 676,359 1,152.911 303,060 2(}4,450 199.103 199,W3 2,735,008 
330041 Parkway Hospital New York City 440,116 a60,232 587,656 351,651 1t2,218 112,218 2.464.002 



Total Fiscal 1mpact of the B BA Relief Bill 
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126.133 
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61.!s2& 
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182,259 
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299.467 

120,726 
219.{)27 

81,315 
1.458 

141,167 
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1.437,477 
126.133 
255.627 

67,039 
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221.781 

34,414 
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Total Fiscal Impact of the BBA Relief Bill 

200C 2001 200" 200 2004 200~ 6-Yeal Tota 
330340 Southampton Hospital NYC Suburbs 213,933 421.Bti6 403,854 379,642 235.772 235,772 1,897,03-7 
330043 Southside Hospital NYC Suburbs 142,912 261,273 147,574 122,139 105.065 105,055 690,008 
330338 51. Ag nas Hospllal NYC Suburbs 67,255 1:34,510 126,933 119.:355 73.692 73,892 595,631 
33024e S1. Charles Hospital .& Rehabilitalion Cen ~YCSuburbs 138,765 355,:Mi4 303,140 282.561 203,105 206,419 1,4S!>.954 
330182 51. Francis Hospilal NYC Suburbs 375.682 67(),OB8 435Ji21 435.521 ·4:35,521 435.521 2.788.053 
330208 St. John's Riverside Hospitel NYC Suburbs, 104,791 200,594 209.594 ·209,594 200,594 209.594 1.152.767 
330006 St. Joseph's Medical Center NYC Sub;urbs, Z{}3.292 351.737 138.163 118.247 116.247 118.247 1.047.934 
330171 United Hospital Medical Center NYC Suburbs, 73,813 147.626 147.626 147.626 147,626 147,S25 811,941 
330393 University Hospllal al Stony Brook NYC SubuIbs 1,978.561 3,180,553. 768.316 670,356 360,4'4 :MiO.414 7,318.615 
330234 westooest~r Medical Center NYC SUbLtlbs 1.399.083 2.207.313 133.604 . - - 3,740,200 
330:304 White Plains Hospital ~nler f>,IYC Suburbi 1M.23n 308.459 308,459 308.459 3(1).459 3Ga.459 1.S96.527 
330167 Winthrop-University Hospital f>,IYC Suburbs 1,561.457 2,403,568 334,~9 331.619 313.502 313,502 5,258,266 
330122 Yonkers General Hospital NYC Suburbs 4B.728 97.457 S5,451 93.444 81,406 61,406 497.892 
3301185 A.O. FDIC Memorial Hospital Upstate 65.230 130.461 1'31).4161 130.461 130,461 130.481 717.534 
330019 Adirondack. Medical Center Upstate 126.163 253,525 234.568 2'5,610 101.665 101.665 1.034,195 
330013 Albany Medical Center Hospital Upslate 1.447,735 2.273.250 . 292.81. 224.077 224.077 224,077 4,666.028 
330003 Albany Memorial Hospital Upstate 316,652 633.304 582.690 506,427 232.683 232,683 2.504.340 
:330075 A1best Lindley lee Memorial Hospital Upstate 32.547 65.G94 63.142 61.191 49,483 49,483 320.940 
330084 Alice Hyd& HGSpital Upstate 30.270 60.540 60.540 60.540 60.540 60.540 332,971 
330010 Amsteldam Memorial Hospllal Upstate 79.907 159,814 148.500 137,186 69.30t 69,:301 684,009 
330126 Arden Hill Hospital Upstate 60.215 120.430 12D.430 120.430 12M30 120.430 662,367 
330090 Arnol Ogden Medical Center Upstate 131.503 2.03.007 263.007 263.001 263.007 263,007 M46.536 
330235 Aubum Memorial Hospital Upstate 65,214 130.429 130.429 130,429 . 130.429 130,429 717,359 
330268' Bassell Hospital or Schoharie County Upstale 22.686 45,371 45.371 45.371 45.371 45.371 249,543 
330339 Bellevue Malemlty HGSpital. Inc. Upstate 9.:Mi3 18.725 17.373 16.022 1.912 7.912 77.306 
33022. Benedictine Hospital Upstate 94.375 155.95:3 98.186 83,799 68,847 53,313 , 554.476 
330111 Bertrand a,alfee Hospital Uj)state 29.042 58,084 54,180 51,476 31.650 31.650 256.683 

1 

330229 BroOKS Memorial Hospital Upslate 53.684 107.366 107.368 107,368 107,388 107,366 590,523 
330005 Buffafo General Health System Upslate 1.31'.329 ·2,276.03' 1,065.211 943,503 522,814 522,814 6,54t.701 
330161 Buffalo General Health System Upstate 11,871 23,741 16.116 9.443 3.724 3,724 68,619 
330197 Canlon·Potsdam Hospital Upstate 35.388 70.777 70,777 70,777 70.777 70,777 389.273 
330263 Carthage Area HQspita&. Inc. Upstate 16,476 36951 36.951 36.9.51 36.951 36,951 2()3.233 
3303G7 Cayuga Medical Cenler at Ithaca Upstate 73,759 147,517 147,511 147.517 147,517 147.517 811,345 
330250 Champlain Valley PhysicJans Hosl)ilal Upstale 330,696 655.262 598,667 559,677 325.736 325,736 2.795,772 
3:30033 Chenango Memorial Hospital UJl$tala 70.593 141.100 141.188 141.186 141.185 141.1 B6 776.523 
333300 Children's Hospilal of Buffalo(Thel Upstate ·3.107 6.213 6.213 6.213 6.213 6.213 34.174 
33D189 Child's Hospital Upstate 68,898 137,595 137031 137.031 137.031 131.031 154,614 
330265 CUlton Spring$ Hospital And Clinic Upstate 94.959 189.919 178,693 167,467 100,113 100,11:3 (l31,264 
330179 Clifton-Fine Hospital UpSotate 6,856 13,711 12.327 1,5R2 3,305 3,305 47.097 
330094 Columbia MemDrial Hospital Upstate 214.652 429,304 39t,746 305.880 138,008 136.508 1.618.599 
330359 Community General HGSPital of Sullillan lJps!ate •.un 2,334 2.334 2.334 2,334 2.334 12.B37 
330386 Community General Hospital Gf Sullivan lJpslate 154,082 308,164 200.772 214.482 96.812 96,612 1.151.123 
330249 Community Memolial Hospital. Inc.. Upstate 27.163 54.326 54.326 54.321) 54.326 .54,326 2B8.796 
$30159 Communlty-General Hospital of Greater iUpslate 176,012 332.944 273,O1l4 268,037 237.695 237,695 1.525.477 



'Total Fiscal Impact of the BBA Reller Bill 

200( 2001 200 200 2OO~ . 200 6·Ve:ar Tola 
330277 CornIng Hospllal Upstafe 101,912 20a,823 169,067 174,311 85,775 85,715 840,663 
330264 Cornwall Hospital Upstate 96,862 1 G3.725 fSO,G44 166,3e4 64,262 84,282 8IJS,558 
331>175 CoI1land Memorial HospUal Upslate 124,264 248.528 227,000 180,532 81.959 81,959 944,321 
330200 Crouse Hespita' U~tate 417,839 890,7HI 578,523 545,785 549.694 554,126 3,536,887 
l3V039 C\Jba Memotial Hospital, Jne. Upstale 1,082 2.163 1.470 863 344 344 a,265 
330007 Degraff Memorial Hospital Upstate 66.472 132,943 132.943 132,943 132,943 132,G43 731,188 
3:;0121 Delaware Valley Hospital U~slate 19.650 39,300 37,504 35,707 24.928 24,928 182,018 
330114 t:Gward John Nobre • Samaritan Hospital Upstate 22.234 44,46& 30,017 17,373 6,535 6,535 127,162 
330177 Edward John Neble Hospital Upstate 14.174 28,349 za,349 28.349 28,349 28.349 155,919 
330252 Eliubethlovm CommunilyJ~l)S,pJtaj Upstale 36.599 73,199 57,921 34.544 .14,507 14,507 231,277 
330327 EDenville Community Hospilal Upslate 8,542 . 17.084 17,084 17,064 17.084 1HJ84 93.962 
330153 Ellis Hospital Upstate 205,024 395,470 353,603 353.603 353,603 353,603 2.014.903 
330219 Erie Countv Medical Center Upstate 966,564 1.771,629 867.253 479,414 198.104 198,1M 4,461.069 
330M3 Faxlon Hospital Upstale 1M,97S 209,956 209.956 21)9.958 209,958 2'C9;958 1.154.758 
330074 FF Thompson Hospital UpstatS' 86,766 173,532 . 173,532 173.532 t73,532 173,532 954.429 
330183 Gen8SefI Hospital1Tool Upslate 391,173 671,OB4 325.002 315,571 315,571 315,571 2,333,973 
330073 Genesfle Memorial Hospilal Upstate 42,875 85,749 85.749 85,149 85.749 SS,149 471.622 
330058 Geneva General Hospital Upstate 326,905 653,809 548.556 328.646 140,150 14Q.15O 2.138;219 
330191 GlellS Fa lis Hospital Upstale: 384.168 768,337 722.517 676.697 401,176 401.776 3,355,272 
33015!l Good Samalilan Hospital UpstatS' 113,9B9 227,978 227.978 227,978 227,978 227.978 1.253,879 
333027 HeJen HaY$$ Hospital Upstate 207,374 255,803 250,715 228,992 2<t1.719 214,127 1,362,7300 
330211 Hepbum Medicill Center Upstate 51.067 100,940 95,664 93.970 83,691 83,691 5OS.D62 
330164 HJghPand HosDitai of RodlltSter Upstale 297.434 497,90S 194,574 1SS.741 185,741 185.741 1.547.131 
330001 Horton MEKllcal Center Ujl$tate 132,621 265,242 . 265.242 265,242 285,242 265,242 1.458,832' 
33OD16 Hosp1!al (The) Upslate 11,776 23.553 23.553 23,553 23.553 23,553 '29,539 
330025 Inler.communlly Memorial Hospital at NE Upslate 19,837 39,674 39,614 39,674 39.574 . 39,674 218.206 
330144 Ira Davenport Memorial HD&(litol Upsfate 49,556 . 99,112 90,169 67.647 30,451 30,451 367,405· 
330096 Jon" Memorial HOSpital Upstale 35,607 71,213 71,213 71,213 71,213 71,213 391,674 
330102 i<enmore Mercy Hospitar Upstafe 144.221 288,442 286442 288,442 2&5,442 _ 288.442 1,586.430 
33{lOO4 Kingston Hospllal (The) Upstate 99,086 155.436 68,112 54,125 39.590 24.489 440,831 
330293 Lake Shore Hospital, Inc. Upslate 23,194 52,386 50,471 46,553 37.n4S 37,048 251,702 
330037 lakesiae Memorial Hospital Upstate 26,271 '52,542 52.542 52,542 52,542 52,542 288,979 
330213 Lewis Counh' General Hospital Upstale 11.ct28 34,056 34,056 34,056 34,056 34,056 187,306 
330148 LIllie Falls Hospital Upstate 28,933 . 51.868 57,866 57,a6S 57.866 57,BaS 313.262 
330153 lockport Memorial Hospital iUpstate 61.097 122,195 122.195 122,195 f22,195 122,195 672.071 
330092 Margaretville Memorial Hospital Upslale 68.132 136,2:64 1{J2.433 6o.s35 25,179 .. 25,179 418,022 
330136 Mary Imogene Ba&sett HGsjlital U~slate 439,410 756,594 405,569 405,569 405,569 405,569 2.&16,279 
330223 Massena Memorial HospilaI Upstate 95,674 191,347 174,746 137,990 62,586 62,566 724,930 
330053 Medina Memorial HGSpital Upstale 33,803 67,606 67,6lJ6 67,606 61.600 67,606 371.833 
330135 Mercy Community Hospital UDstale 60.296 120,592 120.51t2 120,002 120,592 120,592 663.257 
330279 MerGY Ho&pitai of Buffalo Upslate 330.745 613.623 414,529 393,179 393.147 393.t14 2.538.5'39 
330116 Millard Fillmore Hospital Upstate 1.021.679 1,723.571 715,362 664,568 488,669 488,669 5.102.508 
330116 MD&e&-ludin9lon Hospital Upstate 55.365 HO,789 15.228 44,130 17.474 17,414 32().46D 
330188 ~t~unt~. Mary's Hosp~ U~tale 

-­
~ __ Jl..O.2l:17 

--­
180,573 180,573 _ 18M73 _~-,-573_ 160,513 993,15'3 



Total Fiscal Impact ofthe BBA ReUef Bill 

. 20()[ 2001 2(102 200 2004 200~ 6-VearTola 
330254 Myers Community Hospilal Upstale 33.345 66,69' 52,6S0 58,669 34,605 34,605 290,595 
330276 Nalhan Utlauer Hospital & Nursing HomE Upstale 56.266 112,531 112.531 112.531 112.531 112.531 618,922 
330030 Newark-Wayne Community Hospital, 100. Upstale 67,704 135,407 127.245 1 j9.084 7<J.113 70,113 589,007 
330055 Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center Upstate 165.005 328.480 282.070 267,265 267.255 267,265 1,577,409 
330238 NlcIlolas H. Noyes Mamonsl Hospllal Upstate 38,699 77,397 ·77,397 77.397 77.397 77,397 425.684 
330049 Northern Out(;hess Hospital Upstate 34,150 66,300 68,300 6S,JOD 68.300 68,300 375.648 
33(11)4 Nvack Hospllal Upslate ·37',833 762,497 658,611 390,736 170.464 170,464 2,524.605 
330103 Orean General Hospital Upstate 86,652 173.705 173,705 H3.705 173.705 173.705 955.375 
330115 Oneida Heallheare Center U~late 57,152 114.305 114,305 114,305 114,3(lS 114,305 628,676 
330218 Oswego Hos~ital Up$tate 54,570 109,140 105,2..58 I Gt,376 78.085 78,085 526,514 
3301)11 Our Lady of Lourdes Memorial Upstete 708,334 1,416.669 1,507.620 1.164,517 547,074 547,074 5,711.348 
330095 OUf Lady 0'Viclory HD$pita1 Upstete 6,924 86.068 83.435 aO,711 77,896 74,984 410.018 
330226 Park Ridga Htlspltal Upstate 264.254 528,507 485,260 -411 739 188,587 1aB,587 2,066,934 
330273 Pulnam Hospilal Cen!a! Upsta!e 72,134 120.297 121,171 122.075 123.009 123,976 682.662 
330mj RtlChester General Hospital Upstale 1,550,120 2.754,659 M32.909 918.910 399,009 3139.009 7,554,618 
330215 Rome Memorial Hospital. Illc. Upslate 64.079 128,158 128,158 126,158 128,158 128,158 704,869 
3303ti4 Roswell Park Cancer Institute Upslale ~7.168 914.337 a23,SOO 529,526 232.349 232,349 3,189,716 
330180 Samaritan Hospital Upslate 413,950 627.900 750,100 528,658 234.628 234,626 2,987.865 
330157 Samaritan Medical Cenler Upslate 119.846 239.6112 231),692 239.692 239.692 239.692 1,318.304 
330222 Sarat-oga Hospllal {The} Upstate 188,4130 376.980 345.025 280,657 127.822 127,622 1,446,795 
330062 Schuyler Hospital. Inc. Upstate 13.418 26,1336 26,836 26.836 26,636 26,836 147.598 
33D232 Seton Health 5yatem.lnc. Upstate 473.6S0 947,760 851.197 514.646 223.254 223,254 3.233,994 
330029 Sheehan Memorial Hospilal Upstate 41,241 107,042 97,567 74,355 52,504 52,743 425,408 
330078 Sislers 0' Charity Hospital Upstate 244.305 _462,284 313.361 287,313 287.313 . 287,313 ',881.888 
330097 Soldiers & Saltoll); Memorial Hosplial U(:Istale 22.158 44.316 44.316 .44,316 44,316 44,316 243.737 
330205 51. Antll.onv C4.'lmmunity Hospital Upstate 22.461 44,923 44.923 44,923 44,923 44.923 247.076 
330000 51. Clara's Hospilal Upstale 390.696 721,834 491.711 376,574 170,256 170,256 2.321.327 
330245 5t. ElizabelllMooieal Cente-r Upstale 700.429 1,474.011 898.953 519.629 198,084 f9a,084 4,049.189 
330067 St. Fral1cis Hospilal, Poughkeepsie Upstafe 141.2a5 311.&9D 265.&76 218.045 204.403 204.403 1.345.852 
330151 SL James MEtrey Hospital Upslate 67,678 175.756 165,612 155.468 94.602 94.602 773,919 
33003a 51. Jerome Hospital Upslale 141,537 263,073 256,a02 163.1160 82,220 82.220 1,029,613 
330091 SI. Joseph Hospital Upslata 102,047 21)4,093 204,093 204,003 21)4.093 204.093 1,122,512 
330108 51. Joseph's HD$pital Upslate 90.08S 180.175 176131 176.<188 163,824 163.624 952,131 
330140 51. Josepfl's HClSpital Health Celller Upelate 600.409 1.012,625 376,263 361,234 361,234 361,234 3,082,99~ 

330209 51. Luke's Hospital of Newburgh Upsfate 53,S95 107.790 107,790 107.790 1D1,790 107,790 592,845 
330044 51. Luke's Memorial Hospital Center Upslate 233,772 4fi7.544 429,274 364.112 100.765 166,765 1,826,232 
330275 St. Mary's Haspila I Upstate 331,560 &46,162 392,230 349.603 183,251 181,309 2,084,114 
330047 51. . Mary's Hospital at Amslerdam Upstate 305,763 611.526 5-63.026 494,549 227,526 227,526 2,429,917 
330057 St. Peler's Hospital, Albany Upstate .343,242 599,225 348.626 348,628 348.626 346,626 2,336,974 
330285 5110n9 Memollal Hospital Upstale 3,156,005 5,5{l2,116 1,80B.025 971.224 316,833 312.8316 12.067,697 
3330~ SunnYlilew Hospital and Rehatlililation C :Upstate 18.426 42,257 30,569 20,367 11,e51 11,826 135.097 
330132 Tli-Collnly Memorial Hospital Upstale 33,018 68,037 63.498 60.959 45.728 45.128 314,968 
33(l394 United Health SlllfVioesHospllals Upstate 575,766 .876,915 271,376 Iml.749 66,131 (32.167 1.920.171 
330241I Unillersity Hospital Suny Health Science Upstale . 1.648.126 2,802,531 975.143 544.517 227,996 227.9R 6.426,238 



Total Fiscal Impact of the SBA Relief Bill 

200e 2001 200J 200 20~ 200 6-YearTola 
330()23 Vassar Brolhers Hospital Upslate 186,698 373.396 361.856 350,315 281,009 281,069 1.834,4[)3 
330166 Westfield Memorial Hospilal UJ)state 60,302 120,605 Hla,416 66,651 29.006 29.006 413,985 
330239 Woman's Ch.lslian Associalion Upstate 128,500 257.UJ2 257.Hl2 257,192 257,192 257,192 1,414.558 
33000B IWyom11'lg Cllunlv Communi!), Hoslll1al Upstale 53.100 106.210 106,4.0 106,210 106.210 106.210 584.154 

Total New York Slate 120,201,870 195.836,778 83,975.513 56,75<l,616 29..436.660 24,888.072 511,089,309 
New York Siali' T&actlfng 108,518,608 172,782.496 62,881,927 38.287,553 16,487,228 11,990,906 410,748.718 
New Yorl( Stale Nel Losers 8.61l2,993 10,364,912 (3.134,864 16,33U20 (6,884,645 (11,3<17,087 110,698,011) 
Total New Yo.k City 77,353,522 119,633,649 40,600,692 22,359,779 6,916,B62 3.186.043 270,062.546 
New York City Teaching 76,138,584 1f7,376.(j~ 36,759,019 20,992.121 6,152.116 2,416,316 261,835,081 

• 
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November 23, 1999 

The President 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

WaShington, DC 20502 . 


".Dcar Mr. President: 

· I am writing on behalf.ofthe National Association ofPublic Hospitals and Health 
SystemS (NAPH) to thank you and Viee President Gore for your leadership on issues of 
importance to safety W't hospitals and health systems in the omnibus budget legislation 

· which passed' Congress. last week. . 
. . . 

NAPHis especiaIJygrateful. for the inclusion in this legislation, as a demonstration 
, project, oIthe important Initiative you proposed in January to improve access for the 
working uninsured. This initiative, which was included in the your original budget . 
request, would provide $25 million jn initial seed funding to assist saiety netproviders to 

· integrate and coordinate care to the uninsured in their communities. We wcicome this 
program, which recognizes that the institutional safety net nceds strengthening at a time 
when ittsuranee coverage is likely to be incre~ only on an inCremental basis .. We 
look forward to working with you next year to obtain appropriate statutory authorization 
for this program and to obtain the fu11 funding you proposed of$250 million per year 
over thc next four years. 

NAPH represents more than 100 metropolitml area safety net hospitals and health 
systems. Approximately 54 percent of the patients served by NAPH members are either 
Medicaid recipients or Medicare beneficiarics; another 28 percent ate l.lnins·ured. 

, , 

These safety net providers have also been dramatically afTeeted by many pTovisions in 

the Balanc~Budget Act of 1997 (BBA). We therefore also appreciate the first steps 

that your Administration .and the Congress have taken this year to address the 


. Ullal1ticipatCdinipaCtofanumber ofthe BBA's provisions. In particular, we greatly 
appreciate and are strongly supportive or the biJ1's reduction in Medicare DSH cuts and 
the effort to ease the nnpact ofthe BBA's graduate ~ledical education cuts. 

-'? . . 
We are concerned. however, that-the focus this year has beenalmost exclusively on the 
Mect.lcare impact ofBBA, with relatively little attention to the serious potential. . 
consequences ofcOntmued cuts in Medicaid'disproportionate share hospital (DSH) 
payments~ By 2002, MedicaiciDSH payments will be cut by over 37 percent fro111 the 
pre-BBA baseline, an'unsUstainable reduction at a time when the number ofuninsured 
.continues to rise significantly. We look forward to working with you next year to urge 
that C.ongress reconsider the magirltude ofth~ Medicaid DSH cuts and freeze lhem at the 
year 2000 le'Vel: ' ' 

. '.
rAX , 202-408, f)?~ .. . 

I' 

hUll:llw";'w,rlilplt.org , 

http:hUll:llw";'w,rlilplt.org


CarolSchadelbauer. (202) 626~2342 ' ' 

, . "\
\ c, 

, Contact: 

Dionne DoUgall, (202) 626-2284 
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, ' StateruentoDBB.A RelietPaekage 
, , 

Dick Davidsott, 
President ' 

, '," ',American H()spitai ASSoolation 

'" '" Novell1ber 22, 1999 

',C&ngressandtheAdmimsaration have lnade an important step IorpatietttS and the 
caregivers who st:i:IVe them by :ti:xi.ng some oftbe unintended consequences ofthe 
,Balanced BUdgetAct of 1,997 (BBA)., ' 

, 'The reliefpackage ~both legisla1iveand adIttfniStrative - provktesbope to tnany 
, hospitals across the'nationthat have been stmggliiIgto continue providing vital services 

su(ili as home health, skilled nursing and outpatient care. ' , 
. . '. 

We're ,especially pleased that thepackagerevetsed the 5.7 percent across-the-board cut in 
Medicare payment<; fothospital outpatient semces. which would have cost hospitals $3.9 

, billion over five years. 'In addition, key cha:o.ges will provide much-needed relief to 
finanCially strapped rutal hOSpitals, teaching hospitalS that l~ the world in medical 
breakthroughs, and reruibilltationfacilities that provide much-needed therapy. 

We W'aIlt to particularly acknowledge the leadership ofRep. Bill Thomas (R-cA) in the 
, passage,ofBBA relief legislation. Mr. Thomas was the first me1llber to acknowledge the 
" serious' problell1S facing hospitals and health systems because of the SBA, and was 
'" 'tireless in his putsllitofa meanmgfttlsoltrtioD this yea:r~ And we applaud P1:eSident 

Clinton and his,teamfot their willingness to tackle this criticalis$Ue. ' , ", 
, .. ", . 

But We cOiltinuetoView this as only a first step, and will wo.rlt with COngress aria the 
Administtation to1iltther restore the necessary MediC3i'e tiiiids so tbat hospitals can ' 
continue proViding quality patient care. With many hospitals still facing financial 
disaster, the fixes aten~tcomplete. As we did tbls year, we'll continue to fight any Uloves 

•to further reduce Medicare payments to providers; and to bUildupOll out campaign. to' 
proVide the rightrelief fot our patients, our hospitals and the future of our health care, ' 
system. " ,',' , ' 
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November 30. 1999 

· President William 1. ClintOn. ' 
The WhiteHouse 

. Washington, PC 20500 
,', ....', ...... "", . 

,oe'iir Mr. President: 

On behalf of the Catholic Health Association of the United States (eHA), r write to 
extend my grateful appreciation for the qutstandihg leadership you demonstrated in 
securing a' FY 2000 bupget agreement with Congress. I was a guest yesterday in the 
Rose Gai-den as you enacted into la.w the bipartisan legislation that was firm1y 
shap'ed by your poli2y prioritiesandvi$jon forlhe future. ' 

, , 

In particular, I thank you for the Administtatioit's willingness to address some ofthe, 
U:neXpeoted,but neverti'l;eless deleterious, consequertces of thc Balanced Budget Act ' 

, of 1997 (BBA) on health care providers. By including in the budget package much 
. needed and welcomed relief from soIile ofBBA's worst provisions you took what 

CRA considers a "first step" in removing significant barriersto Catholic hea~th 

cate's ability to provide essential health and human services, not only to Medicare 

beneficiaries but also ro the neailyoneof every five Americans who recc::iv~ aCl.ltc 

care serVices in Catholic facilities. . 


the Catholic HeaithAsso~iation welcomes especially the legislation's provision of 
additional funds for skilled nur~ing facilides that care.rOT medically c:omplc::x 
patieiltS, a payment increase for safety~net disproportionate share (DSH) hospitals. 

. and a .delay in. the ·}5 percentreduction to home health care.. All these measures 
directly affect the mission Of Catholic health care to care for the poor and those 
requiring medically complex care. Finally. the agreement yoUr Administration 
reached with congressional leaders with-regard to HCFA's proposed 5.7 percent cut 
in outpatient hospital payments was the right policy and the right politics. 

Mr. President, CHA strongly qrges you to be willing to reexamirie additional BBA 
issues next year to determine whether the provisions enacted under this law 
contribute to sound health carepoUcy or merely achieve cost savings at the expense 
ofthc health carede1i~ery system arid the perSorts and communities it serves. At the 
same time, the Catholic Health Association will continue to collaborate with others 
to effect morefundamerttal health carerefonn so tbatwe,canbanish from our 

·national vocabulary the term !'health care uninsured." ' 
~ .,? 

· With personal best wishes,' 

Sincerely, . . 

Mld#l- / /).fj~ 
Rev. MiclUiel.b.l'lace, STD 

President and ChiefExecutive Officer 
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December 1. 1999 
,', . , . . 

.. .' . Executiye Office of thePtesident· 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

· Washington, DC 20500' . 

Dear Mr. President: 
. . . 

, On behalfof the hospitalsaod h.ealth systems in Tenn~ssee,1 am writing 
to thank you for signil1gH,F{. 3194 which contained Medicare "BSA relief 
for many of our pfCividers: In the.Cbhtextof a verydifflcultbudget battle, I 
Know you and your staffWort<ed incredibly hard on this specific piece of 
the budget legislation. The changes were desperately needed and we 

·appreciate your effortS. 

". Over the next few years, hospitedsand health systems in the rnany 
communities acrbssTennessee will continue to face challenges from both 
the SBAand TermCare. Without comprehensive health reform, no 
legislation can fix all or health care's problems, but this bill has most 
certainly taken steps in the right direction. Bottom line -this bill will 
improve access for our Medicare beneficiaries, and patients in our 
communities. 

From our largest urban to our smallest rural provider, many thanks again 
· for a job well done. We hope this bill will help pave the way for a more 
bipartisan and productive health care debate next year and you can count 
on our active participation toward that end~ , 

Sincerely, 

4{;"U' 
'Craig A. Becker, 'FACHE 
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. Honorable William Jeff~rS6Il. Clinton 
Presicientof the United States' 
The White Howe .,' . .' 
1600 Pennsylvania Avertue,NW 
Washington, DC 20500.· . 

, I 

Dear PtesidentClittton: .. 

On behalt~tmore than 500 hospitals, health systeri:ts, and conti~Uing care 
providers that'corrtprise the Healthcare AssOciation of New York St!!~e . 

. (HANYS); anq. the com:m.unitiestheYserve, I write to thank youfoi 
helpmgrepair some of theuni!ltended consequence's of theB:liallced' 
Budget Act of .1997(BBA/~ .1'he:Balanced Budg~tRefinement Act of 19997 

which you signed intO law this Weeki will return approxirilate1y$630 
million. in Medicarepa'yfilents taNew York StateIS hospitals and hospital­
based continuing care proViders over the next five years. ' 

NewYotkStatefsurbart, suburban,.B+ld Iural hosphals'aild health care 

systems - as well as hundreds of thousands of hospital employees. trustees, 

physicians, . and auxiliary volUnteers - are grateful for your support and . 

leadership,' While this BBA relief represents only a Inodestpercentage of' . 

the.$5 billionin totaLBBA cuts to New York State'shospitals, every . 


·	ho~pital Will.receive some short-term, relief. It is important to note that the' 

largest restoration for New York's hospitals is the result of the successful 

efforts .toaddress theac:.rOS$..the~b6atd cut to 31-1 hospitals under the 


"ljtopo$e'~outpatientprospective,pay;nertt ~stem, .''",,,. 

. Weare appreciative of youref£orts on our beh~f, as well as the hard.work 
of your staff .. We are espeqaUy appretiativeo! the effortS of Chris JeI1I1ings 
and BatbaraWoolley, who have both worked dosely\'vith us over the years. 
Mr. Jennings and Ms~ Wool1eyhav~ alwa.ysbeen accessible ~o RANYS and' 

· have facilitated out inyolvernent.in,l'nanylegislative and administrative. . . 
· issues. They are a tteditto YoUr,AdminiStrationahd I hope YOUwill share' , 
HANYS' ap·p".redation With them._ . . ..' •. .... d 410111"'_ 

. . . .... ......, . . '. . . 74 N. Pearl Street 
.' . Albany, NY 12207 

phone (518) 431·7600 
. JQX (518) 431-7915 
http://W\'IlW.han.ys.or~ 

" '. ,---, 

http:http://W\'IlW.han.ys.or
http:Y.'oI.eo
http:BUOIEa.ll
http:W1~f.STRfcl<.MI


, , 

,j Hon. William Jefferson Clinton 
'.. Novemher 30, 1999 

Page 2 

Th~ HANYSmembetshlpl(}oksforward to wotldngWith your Administration to 
continue r~fining the BBA and minimizing the adverse cOnSequences of the 
additional cuts to be itnplemented over the next two a.n~ one-half years. 

Finally, I enjoyedtalldn:g withyou at Monday's billsigrting ceremony and appreciate 
yout interest in the ctirrent discussion of New York's, future Medicare ' 
DisproportionateShare Hospital (DSH) program'payments. 'With your s:upport, I 
know we can resolve this issue in a manner that protects the access to health care for 
New York's poo:r: and um,nsured. 

My best wishes to you and 'Mrs. Clinton, for the holiday seaSon. 

Sincere,ly, 

(t ,,,/1', ",tt/,/,/~ 

~~
 , 

Daruel Sisto 
President 

,DS/db 

cc; , 	 John' Podesta 

Chris Jennings 

Barbara. Woolley 
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. November 30•• 1999 

Hcu.lorable At Gore. '. .' . 
Vice President ofthe United States 
The White House •. . .... . 
.1600 PeItn~lvaniaAvenue, Nw . 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Vice Preside:nt GOre: 
. . 

On behalf of in(j~ethan 500 hospitals, health systems, and contin$g care 

providers thatcomptise the Healthcare Association of New York State 

(HANyS) ,and. the cohiifiui'lities they serve, I write to thank you for 

helping repair some of the unintended consequences of the Balanced 

BudgetAct of 1997 (:aM); The Balanced Budget Refirtem.entAct of 1999, 

which President Clinton signed. into law this week, will return . 

. apptOXimately$630 million in Me~:1ka.re payments to New York State's 
hospitals and hospital-based. conti~uingcare ~tOvidersover the.next five 
years . 

~ewYork State's urban, suburban, andruralhospitBls andhe~thcare , 
systems - as well as hundreds ofthousands of hospital employees, trustees, 
. physicians, andau.xiUary volunteers -- are gtatefill f9r your support and 
leadership. Wl,tile this BBA relief Iepr~serttsori1y a modest percentage of 
the $5 billion in totalBBA cuts to New York State's hospitals, every . . 
hospital willl'eceivesome short~term relief. cIt 1s important to note that the,~. 
largest'restotat.ion for New York's hospitals is the result of the successful 
efforts' to address' the across-the-boatd cut to -all hospitals under the 

. proposed outpatient prospective payment system.... 

We' axe apptedativeofyoureffottson oUr behalfJas well~ the hard worle . 

of your· health polity staff. baWd Beyer and Sarah Bianchi have been 

helpful on manY,issues and I hope you will share HANYS' app'reciation. 

with them.' . 

. 74 N. Pearl Street 
Albany, NY 12207 

phone (518) i31-i600 
fax (518) 431·7915 

http://www,hanys,org 

Daniel Sisto, Presiden~ 
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'The HANYSrnemo'ershlp'looks£otwatcL't(j'working'Wi1ih'theAdtriiriistratlon to 
continue refining the BBA and minimizing the adverse consequences of the 
additional cuts to be implemented o'Ver the next tWo and one-half years. We also 
appreciate your interest in the resolution ofthe Current discussion ofN~ York's 

, future Medicare DisproportIonate Share, Hospital,(DSI-I) program payments in a 
'. manner that prote'ctstheaccessto health care for New York's poor and uninsured; 

, ' 

My best wishes ,to,youf~r the holiday season. 

Si:ncerely, 
.,., ' , , 

. .... ,.'" :'. " . ":: .' . '.. ~. ,. "'. '~~".'. 	 . 

, , '.,", ',." ," ',' ,',' ',' ' ':' , 

, 	 , 

'/ 

'Da.rnel Sisto 
President 

DS/clb 

cc: 	 David Beyer 

Sarah Bianchi 

Chris Jennings 

Barbara Woolley. 


, ,. 
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CALIFORNIA 

HEALTHCARE 
ASSOCIATION 

PrtJllidil1l,f Letld('rshii) ill 
Hr!!oitlt Policy ami t\l/I'OCllQ' 

. . . . '. '. 

, "'November 30. 199'9,' 

,President William Clinton, 

The White House' 

Washington; DC 


,D~r PtesidelitWilliamClint~ 
. ",!•. 

On,behalfofthe California Healthcaxe ASsociation's 650 member hospitals, health 
Systems alid physician organizations, I would like to thank you, for your leadership during 
this yeat~s budget negotiations. ' " " 

As you 'know, the Ba1artcedll'udget Act ,of 19'97 was an important landmark for our , 
,coUntry's fiscal health but it alSo ha'd somellliintended consequences for ourhealthcar~ 

( ( 	 providers. Y()urwil1ingness to discuss and then implement changes to the 1iBA will 
eI1silte that oUr members can,continue to provide the quality care Californians have come 
to expect from our hoSpitals. " 

The Balanced Budget Act Refinem~nt portion ofthe budget you signed yesterday will 
bring more than $659 million backto hospitals and heaith systeinS in California., We 
especially appreciate your leadership in restoring the 5.7 percentoutpatien:t paymei1t 
reduction that would 'have been so dett.i.nlentalto hospitals in California who proVide a 
substantial portion oftheit care in me outpatient setting. ' 

, , 

In addition to your leaderShip, we also 'appreciate Chris JenDings' ongoiJIg effortsto 
listen. and leam about issues that effect hospitals and healthcare delivery in California. 
We appreciate your commitment to healthcare and stand ready to wotk With you in the 
months ahead to ensUre access to healthcare not jUst"for Medicare beneficiaries but 'for an 
Americans. 	 ' , , 

Thank you again. 

, Sincerely, 

C. Duane DaUlier 
President 

,CDD:an 

Slrr:.,Addr~s.~: 1101 K Stre'Ol. Suite, ROO. Sacramento; CA 95814 Mniling AJ;,lres~: P.O. Box II 00. Sacrnmento; CA 9.5812;1100 le-leplulIie: 916.~3.7401 FAX: 916·552· 7596 
~~'--	 . .. . ." '." ." , ,. ' .._-.. ' . 
r""''''r.,," Mt:mbrr.,: Hosoi14I,Courn:il ot Northern andCemral California. H.illtlic~ A •• ()<:idlio~ (If Southern California; and He:llihelll'll Associ.lim! "r San Diego onu Imperial COUOII", 



'Cbntact" Valerie ErbTuUy

2021541-7424, ' 


,'FORlMMEDIAXE.PLEASE 

LE~ISLAtlVEPACKA.GEGrV~S RELJEFTcl HOME HEALtH PROVIDERs FROM: 
ONEROUS PROVISIONS OF THE BALANCED:BUDGET ACT " 

, Measu,e Includes Positive Steps TowtirdRestoring Access to Home Care/or MedicareIJenejlcillries ' 

, Washington; D.C. (November 22, 1'9'99) '- Conwess Friday passed a package providing niuch..;needed relief to home 

health providers who were sent reeling by Medicare cutbacks enacted under the Balanced Budget Act of 1997' 
, 	 , ' 

, (BBA). In addition to slight increases iiI Medicare reimbursement, the package, part ofthe Qmnibus spending bill HR 

, 3194, also includes provisionS to 'aUeviate some unneeded r~gtilatoIY pressures tIu\t have· been placed ~nh6~eh~~th 
i . 	 . . '. .. - . 
i' 

provider:s. 

"Passageoftlns measure hClSsent wavesofreHefthrough thehom~llealtb COtnniU11ity.~; saidV~l 1. 

Halamandatis; president of the National ASsociation for}IQmeCare. ·'Beyond the help that win be given by the 

legis'lation, home care providers are experiencing a renewed sense that the Administration and members of the ' 

House and Senate are listening and are supportive of the piVotal role that agencies play in the recovery and ' 

rehabilitation ofmillions ofAmericans.It 

'Specifically, the measure will: 

• 	 Delay ,the 15% eut in Medicare funding that was scheduled fOr' October 1. 2000, until one year after the home 
health prospective payment system (PPS) is put into place. The measure further requires a study by,the 
Department ofHealth and Human Services analyzing the need, ifany, for the 15% cut. 

, 	 '. 

-Provide a payment of$10 for eachMedicare beneficiary a,home health agency ses:ved in fiscal year (FY) 2000 to 
help offset some of the costs ofcollecting and reporting the required Outcome and Assessment Information Set 
(OASIS) data. Additionally. the General Accounting Office (GAO) will be required t£! report on the cost of 
,collecting and reporting OASIS data as well as the impact of data, collection on beneficiarY privacy. 

• 	 Limit the value ofsurety hotldsfoihome healthagencics to the lower,of$SO,OOO or '100/0 ofthe previous year~s
revenUes. A single bond win be required for agencies partiCipating in '!?oth Medicare and Medicaid, and bonds 

,_ will be required.for fout~ears otproaram participation (instead thm:the fullletJ.gth ofparticipation). .-,--'-", , 
. 	 . - .. . 

-Raise the per bentHiciary Medicate I'e1m.butsement limits by 2% during FY 2000 for agen.cies whose Ihnits are 
below the national median. ' 

_ , Eliminate the requirement that home health agencies bill for durable medical equipment (DME) underthe 
forthcoming pPS. as had been required under the BBA. 'I. ,', ' • 

Increase oxygen and DME Medicareteimbursementrates by .3% in IT 20'01 and by .6% in FY 2001<. Rates'• 
otherwise would have been frozen in those yeatS. , ' , , ' " 

Prohibit the Health Care Financing Achninisttation from using inherent teasona~lenes~authority for Pric~rig• DME until the GAO issues a r~'Ort on its impact and a fmal rules has been published In the Federal Regtster. 

• Increase paymerit rates to hospic~sby .S%ih FY 200 1 ;md ~75% in FY2002. , 

" ' ," ,'.,",' ' , ,'" ',' ·More~ ,'" , ' '. ' " ' , 
, 228 Seventh Street, SE • WaShington, DC • 70003-4306 • 202/547-7424 • 202/547-5287 fax 
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"BBA Fix!P, 2of2 " 

.. We would like to'thank PresidentClinton a:nd aU ~nhe Members ofCongress who have been so supportive of' 
home health proViders and the patients we serVe," added Hlilamandaris. U This support is particularly important at 
this time as ptovidet-9 ptitpare for the major ovemaul Of the Medicare home health benefit that will occur next year 
With the launching ofthe proSpective payment system."" , 

, Founded!n 1982,NA1!i:::1S th'i/atgesttrade/ius(j~iatio~ serving the nation IS home care agencieS. hospices. and 
home care aideorganizatio71S thilt provide hl?4lth and supportive services to mote than seven million patients " 
receiving care in their homes due to acute, long-tenn, or terminal health conditions. . 

### 

(" 
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, FORJMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Dan Boston 
,Friday, November 19, 1999 " Duke Hipp 

(202) 624·1500 

Federation Praises 

Passage o/BBA RefinementAct 

", . . 

Wilshington, DC":ThiseVenirlgT()m Scully, President & ChiefRxecunve Officer for 
the Federation ofAmerican Health Systems; released the following.statemen:t on passage ofH.R. 
3194, theFY 2000 District of Columbia Appropriations Act & Other Provisions, which included 
the Medicare, Medicaid & S..CHIP Balanced Budget Refmement Act of 1999. ' 

. ~ .' . . 

, "At a time when the 'foundatiQIl of our Medicare program was eroding nationwide due to , 
, the unintended conse4uenc~softlle Balanced Budget Act"the passage ofthis legislatlonprov ides 
, us with some muthneedea rellef." said Sc~lly, ' "And while surely riot everything our industry 
, was hoping for,. the Act win help ensure that our nation's, seniors will have high quality health 
care day-in and day-out." , " ',. , ',,', 

"The Federation _ .. and its more than 1.700 members·- is extiemelygrateful to President 
" Clinton m.id the Members of Congress for their resolute support ofthe Medicare program and the 

, ( providers whoser've the nation's 36 million beneficiaries." , ' . 

"At our Annual Meeting in April. Chairman Thomas first announced his support for 
, potential 'tefi.nemettts' saying, • ... lfwe overshot the budget targets. we (Congress) ought to 

make adjustments - both administratively and legislatively :-- and; ifwe need more money in the 
system because we didn't.get it right, I alll :prepared togo to the Leadership and ask them for that 
funding.' Chairma:n ThoJ:i1aS was true to his word, and we appreciate his efforts to push this 
legislation to passage." , ' ' 

. Continuing, Scully added, "Similarly. we are also grateful to President Clinton, Majority 
Leader Lott and Chairman Roth for their commitment to reversing the impact oftheBalanced 
Budg~t Act on the nation's health careprovidel's. And on the issue of importance to ALL 
hospitals -:-urban andrui'alalike- Speaker Hastert showed tremendous leadership in preventing 
the impendirig 5.7 percent cut on hospital outpatient department services.to 

"Finally, none oftoday's success would have come without the hard work and cilligen~~"~ 
6fthe AdmLlistratioE:? and the Majority and Minority Congressional staff, who are too often the 
Unsung heroes of these legislative battles. The good faith negotiations by Chrunnan Thomas, 
,Chairman Roth and the White House staff, most notably SeniotWhite House Policy Advisor' 
Chris Jennings, that brought this legislation to fruitiolll should serve as a model, for successi\ll 

'health care reform legislation in the·future," 

"For additioIialt';omtncnt or background. pleaSe call either" Dan Boston or.l:>uke Hipp at ' 
, (202)624--1500. ' 

. -30­
, , 

. . The Federation of American Health Systems (FANS) represents nearly 1,700 owned and managed hospitals ' 
and health systems that offer traditional ca~e, ambulatory care, psychiatric and rehabilitative ca:fe and allied 
comlJilllies involved in health inSUrance and healtbcaie systems. Our membership's workforce consists of more than 
820,000 employees nationwide. Por more information. visit Lbo Federation's website at http://www.fahs.com. ' 

http:http://www.fahs.com

