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NOTE TO CHRIS JENNINGS 

As we discussed, here are several upcoming opportunities for the President and Vice President to 
participate in fol1ow-up activities for the National Organ and Tissue Donation Initiative. These 
activities would be linked to National Organ and Tissue Donor AWareness Week, April 19-25. I ­
look forward to discussing these opportunities mth you atyour earliest convenience. 

I. 	 CBS TV mOYie Nicholas' Gift 

A. 	Advance screening ofNicholas' Gift.: An invitation-only screening of this movie during 
the week of April 19 provides the opportunity to both recognize and encomage 
commiunents by major corporations to promoting organ and tissue donation among ~eir 
employees, as the Vice President challenged them to do when he announced the new 
federal employee education effort. Nicholas' Gift, starring Jamie Lee Curtis and Alan 
Bates, dramatizes the story of Reg and Maggie Green, a California couple who inspired a 
major increase in donation in Italy when they donated their seven-year-old son's organs 
after he had been shot in the head by highway bandits while on a family vacation in 1994. 
Seven children and adults received Nicholas' organs and tissues. The movie will air on 
CBS on Sunday, May 3 at 9:00 p.m. with an expected audience of 30 million viewers. 
Screening participants would include senior corporate officials, Congressional members, 
ambassadors from Italy and Japan, Jamie Lee Curtis, and Reg and Maggie Green 

B. 	 Public service announcement (PSA): The producers ofNicholas' Gift and Jamie Lee 
Curtis have expressed their desire for the President or Vice President to appearv.-ith Ms. 
Curtis in a 15-second PSA to air with Nicholas' Gift. The PSAwould include a toll-free 
hotline (l-800·355-SHARE) for callers to receive a free brochure and donor card and 
HHS' Web site (www.organdonor.gov). 

II. Federal Employee Education Campaign 

A. 	Memorandum to all federal ~gency head§: A memorandum from the President or Vice 
President would galvanize the federal agencies to participate in this new effort. A 
Federal Kit with implementation materials, including donation messages for pay slips. 
would be included with the memorandum. A draft memorandum is attached. 

B. 	 Satellite broadcast to all federal emIlloyees; A 30-second pre-taped message by the 
President or Vice President could be included in a 5-7 minute video on donation to be 
broadcast to all federal employees via satellite on April 1. The video, to be produced 
with Media Technologies, will air during a90-minute OPM broadcast on "leaving the 
federal government." The video would be disseminated to federal agencies for later use. 

f~· 

KevinThunn 

.1. tt!>rhment 

http:www.organdonor.gov
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MEMORANDUM TO HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES' 

From: President Clinton or Vice President Gore 

Subject: Organ and Tissue Donation 

Last December, Vice President Al Gore and Health and Human Services Secretary Donna E. 
Shalala.laWlched the National Organ and Tissue Donation Initiative. This initiative includes a 
new effort by the Federal government to increase awareness of organ and tissue donation among 

'Federal employees, As we approach National ,Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week, April 
, 19 - 25, I ask for your commitment in making Federal employees more aware of how they can 
become potential donors, bringing hope to those in desperate need of life-saving assistance. 

Despite medical' advances in transplantation and widespread support for donation, thousands of 
opportunities to donate and save lives are missed each year, often because families do not know 
about the wishes of their loved ones or because families are not asked to donate. Through a 
bro.ad national partnership of public, private, and voluntary organizations, the National Organ 
and Tissue Donation Initiative aims to educate and inspire more individuals and families to make 
personal decisions about donation; to indicate their decisions on donor cards, driver's licenses, 
wills or living mIls; to discuss their donation decisions with family members; and to say yes 
when asked to donate. Even with a signed donor card or other docwnent, next-of-kin are asked . 
to provide consent for donation. 

The decision to become a potential donor is, of course, a private one. With proper information, 
however, employees and their families will be in a better position to make informed decisions. 
To implement employee education efforts, we are sending your Director of Personnel . 
information that can be used to inform employees about organ and tissue donation, including 
donation messages for employee pay slips. A copy of this infonnation is enclosed. Employees 
who want more infonnation and a donor card also may contact the initiative's toll-free hotline 
(l-888-90-SHARE) or Web site (VI\vw.organdonor.gov). 

'Thank you for your support in this effort to provide Federal employees the opportunity to 
demonstrate their generosity and their commitment to the welfare of this Nation. Together, we 
can answer the hopes of many more Americans waiting for a second chance at life. 

Enclosure 

http:VI\vw.organdonor.gov
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The Honorable Donna Shalala 
Sectetary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave., SW 

, Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Secretary Shalala: 

It is our understanding that the Department of Health and Human Services may soon issue 
a fmal rule governing the operation of the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network 
(OPTN), following the proposed rule of September, 1994. While we applaud progress on the 

, rulemaking, we are very concerned with the possibiHty that the fmal' rule could be used as a 
vehicle for the Secretary to direct the allocation of life saving organs. 

When Congre'ss developed the National Organ Transplant Act, it did so with knowledge 
that the path prescribed for management of the, federal interest in transplantation was unique. 
Recognizing the li.Illitations of statute and regulation to respond adequately to the fast pace of 
biotechriological advances, we directed the Secretary to contract with a private entity who would 

I , 

devise allocation policy, In order to foster public trust, we believe it is important that allocation 
remain one step removed from the political sphere, We do not believe the Secretary should direct 
the distribution of organs via the impending rule, 

, 
, As Chairman of the Senate Labor and Human Res0urces Committee, and the Subcommittee 

on Public Health and Safety. respectively, we have heard from our COlleagues regarding their 
grave concerns with thls impending rule. They haveexpresscd reservations about the fact that the 
upcoming action may be an interim :fiJW rulemaking, despite the fact that the final rule may 
contain significant new provisions that did not appear in the proposed rule. Because organ' 
transplantation is a highly-sensitive and consensus~riven field. we believe any major changes 
from the proposed rule should have ample opportunity for public comment before they are 
implemented. In addition, the publication of this controversial rule during a_Congressional recess. 
and in proximity to the holiday season, when Members of Congress will not be able [0 be 
adequateiy briefed as to coment of the regulation. does not indicate the level of confidence in the 
regulation which we expect and desire. 
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Finally. we want to commend and applaud your Depanment on the recent series of 
meetings between officials of the Department, HRSA, and UNOS, that were held in an effort to 
resolve several important issues such as the release of sensitive medical data and organ donation. 
We; believe that commUnication between the Department and the OPTN needs to be improved, and 
that doing so will significantly reduce the ongoing friction between the two. We feel that building· 
on this type approach is the best way to find the most fair and effective way to structure America' s 
system of organ transplantation. 

Sincerely. 

Bill Frist, M. . 
Chairman, Subcommittee 
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Dear Sec:tebtry Shata.La: 

It is our uadentulding «hat the DepartmeOl of Health mI Human Services may soon issue 
• fwI rule governing the operation of the Organ PrClCUl"CtDtDl and Transplantation Nctwork 
'(OPTN). rouowing the proposed rule of September. 1994. While we applaud progress 00 the 
ruJcma.king. we are very corx:.erned with the possibility that rile final rule could be used as a <:D 
!,crucle fOT the ~ to direct the allocation oflife savigg organs. 

We stroogly believe that tbe pt1::SCribed role for management of me federal lnlCrest in 
, transplantation is unique. RecognizUlg the limitations of statute and regulation to respond 
adequately to, the fast pace of biot:e.choologic.al advances, the National Organ Tnnsplam Act 
directs tbe Sc:crewy 10 com:rac:t with a private eudtY. who must devise alIocaticm policy. 'In order 
1.0 foster public trust, we believe it is impotum that allocation remain one 'S'It:p removed from rile 

political sphere. -We do DOt believe me ~ should din:ct me distribution of ocre via the (j) 

!mpeodiy rule. ." , 


. ~e have serious reservations about dle fact that the UJ?C00t9_aajOD may be an interim r:::... 
.JlDil rule~ll8, ~espite the fact that the final rulc may coataiD significi.D1 DeW provisiollS that \.i!;J 
did DOt-appear in the proposed rule, wbich was subject to pLlblic COUIIuem. Bc:cmISC organ 
traDsplamatioll is a bighly-5e'DSitive aDd CODSCnSIlS-driven fJeld. We believe any major c.banges 
from tbe proposed rule should have ample opportUnity for public comment before t:hcyare 
implemenled. 10 ~dition. we ~ • Jborougb Msnben bric;fina before w.btiQtion of this® 

. rule, aad bope that we can fiDd Il rime when inrerested members wiD be iD l.Own. 

Finally, we want to commend I.Dd applaud your Depanmem. on me recent series of 

meetings between officials of Cbe Dcpa.rtmem•. HRSA.. aDd UNOS. lbat were beld in an effort (0 


resolve several imporcutt issues such as the release of sensitive medical data and organ donation. 

We believe tbal communication between the .l)epartmenI am me OPTN DCICds to be improved. and 


." --------. . 

http:significi.D1
http:biot:e.choologic.al
http:Shata.La
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chat doing SO will signifiamly reduce theODgoing friction between the two, We (eel that building 

on this type approacb is me best way [0 find the most fait and effective way to suuctun: A.rDerica·s


SJiL?t;. 
, . " 
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200 Independence Avenue, S.W. r-. :;'. ;':.' 
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Washington, D.C.· 20201 ~ .. w 

." 
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Dear Secretary Shalala: 


We understand the Department of Health and Human Services may soon 

issue a final rule governing the operation and management of the Organ 

Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN). We believe the critical 

needs of transplant patients throughout the country will be well-served by the 

Department's rulemaking and urge the publishing of the final rule as soon as 

possible. 


The goal of the National Organ Transplant Act of 1984 (NOTA) was to ensure 

fair, equitable and efficient distribution of organs to critically ill people 

nationwide, To accomplish this goal, NOTA created a unique public-:private 


. partnership between the OPTN and HHS. The OPTN was directed to establish 
"medical criteria for the allocation of organs." (See the December 18, 1989 
"General Notice" and the September 8, 1994 u Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking" in the Federal Register.) But NOTA gives specific authority 
regarding allocation to the OPTN only with regard to establishing medical 
criteria, which we believe leaves a clear and important goal for HHS. 

The issuance of a final rule or interim final rule on allocation was properly 

anticipated in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The three days of 

hearings the Department held in December 1996 provided an opportunity for 

comments frorri those who Wished to submit them, as did the official 

comment period fOf'the proposed rule. There has been ample opportunity 

for public comment on the issue since the hearings, and we are confident that 

HHS has given careful thought to thli:! issues raised by patients,. transplant 

professionals, Members of Congress and the public. . 
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The Honorable Donna Shalala Jan uary 30, 1998. 
Page Two 

Thousands of critically ill patients are waiting for a national organ allocation 
system which distributes organs in a fair and objective manner. Sadly, many 
of the patients who will benefit most when you issue a final rule do not have 
very much time. We trust you will take their needs into account and issue 
the rule promptly. . 

Sincerely, 

![lJt&lt----­it!:'~rkl M.e. 

1ft~(]. () ,I- 6 

---------~-~ 
William Coyne, M.e. 

~--(11~ ~)-Ai; -
Christense , M.e. . 



------------------
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The Honorable Donna Shalala 
Page Three 

··_1k~_~~6 

Carolyn Maloney, M.e. , 

Ui..,'~
, 
Midiael Doyle,' M.e. 

-- --- .-[-~9·
George Brown, M.e. 

~/~ ',' 

~::!___ ~"~I1111_"_.""'_--_....J-
. Frank Mascara, M.e. ' 

January 30, 1998 

~_tb__ 
Peter Kmg,M.E..-~-t, 

"V'\~,~,r~ 
Martin Frost, M.C. 

-~-~!?

William Delahunt, M.e. 

'·£~L. &' .~-----------k-~
" Eliot Engel, M.e. ' , 
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--------~ 

~d--
/' 

A1cee Hastings, .e. 

~P..J!"I=~ 
Lucille Roybal~t"~M.C. Patrick Kennedy, M.e. 

Porter Goss, M.e. 

·e4M-~-?J.t~ 
Robert Matsui, M.e. 
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'Ii' . ~ J\nn~ Transplant Recipients . • 
~ $ e~ International organiZi.tion, Inc. 


1.. \l . ~ 800-TRI0-386' . . 

~ U::' 


~ 1987 1997 ~ 1000 Sixteenth St., NW Suite 602 

e TRIO J; Washington, DC 20036-5705 

~QaeofCr$'·· Phone 202-293-0980 Fax 202.293·0973 


January 28, 1998 

, The Honorable Donna Shalala 

Secretary 

Department ofHealth and Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20201. 


Dear Secretary Shalala: 

As a nation-wide organization oftransplant candidates, recipients, donors and their families,' and others 
. associated with the transplant process, we applaud your work to issue a final rule governing the 
operation and management of the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN). It has 
been our consistent position that any final rule should maximize patient welfare. Weare concerned that 
much ofrhe focus of the current debate seems to be centered' on the interest of transplant centers rather . . 

than the needs oftransplant candidates and their families. It also is our belief that changes only in organ 
alloCation rules will unlikely produce significant improvements in .patient outcomes until we achieve '. 
concurrent improvements in organ donation rates. In this regard we urge you to continue to develop 
initiatives to seek further improvement in this critical area. With nearly sixty thousand lives waiting for a 
life saving transplant, we as a society need to explore every avenue to ensure an equal andequitabJe 
chance for all of them. . 

On behalf of transplant candidates, recipients and their families, as well as the donor families who are . 
members of our organization, we welcome any action by HHS to improve the current system ofrules 
governing transplantation issues. In addition to the ~ontentious allocation issue, there are many other 
areas in which existing policies (or lack thereof) can be dramatically improved by the timely issuance of 
a final rule governing the operation oftheOPTN: Weare aware that you have been receiving 
considerable input from interested organizations and individuals on the issuance ofthe.6naJ rule. Our 
simple request is. thal you apply only one criterion to the final rule: . 'Viii this improve the chances 
of those waiting and the outcome of those transplanted with tbis scarce national resource? 

~~.d~ 
Lisa R. Kory 
Executive DireCtor· 

cc: 	 C. Ear1 Fox. M.D.• Acting Admiriistrator, Health Rcsour~ Services Admin.istration 

Board ofDirectors . 
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Bill FRIST 
l1r.!NI:ssEe.' 

1anitn1 ~tatril ~mQtt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20&,0-4205 

COMMITTEU: 

SI1IIIIIIkI.11I1I$Il 


Fo~lon ReIIl\Iooa 


December 19. 1997 

The Honorable Dotma Sbalala 
Secretary 
Department. of Health and Human Services 
200 IndepeDd.ence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20201 

It is our understanding that the Department of Health and Human Services may soon issue 
a final rule governill& the operation of the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network 
(OPTN), followiag the proposed rule of September, 1994. While we applau.cl progress on the 
rulemwng. we are veryconcetned with the possibility that the final rule could be used as a 
vehicle for thc Secretary to dlrect the allocation oflifesaving or.aDS. 

When Congress developed the National Organ Transplant Ac~ it did 50 with knowledge 
that thc' path prescribed for mauagemeDt of the federal interest in transplantation was unique. 
Recognizing the limitations of 8ta1Ute and regulation to respond adequately to the fast pace of 
biotccluiologica1 advances, we directed the Sectetary to conIract with a private entity who would 
devise allocation policy. In order to foster public lNSt, we beUev~ it is important that allocation 
remain one step removed from tbc ,political sphe.re. We do not believe the'Secretary should direct 
the distribution of organs via tbe impending rule. ' . 

AsCbaiIman of the Senare Labor and H1.Ul1aS1 Re5C1W'Ce8 Committee. and. the Subcommittee 
on Public Health and. Safety, respectively t we have heard from our colleagues regarding their 
grave concerns with this impending rule. They have expressed reservations about the fact tbatthe 
upcoming action may be an interim final rulemaking, despite .the fact. that the fmal rule may 
contain significant new provisions that did not appear in the proposed rule. ~use organ 
transplantation is a highly-sensitive. and coDSensus-driven field. we believe 8l\Y J:DAjor changes 
from the proposed rule should have ample opportunity for public comment before they are 
implemented. In addition. the publkation of this controversial rule during a Congressionall'tcesB, 
and in proximity to the 'holiday season. when Members of Congress will not be able to be 
adequately briefed as to content of the regulation, does not indicate the level of confidence in the 
regulation which we expect and desire. 

http:applau.cl
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FiIuJlly J we want,' to conunend and applaud your Department on the recent series of 
meetinp between officials of the Deparnnen~ HRSA. and UNOS. that were,held in an effort to 
resolve several important issues such as the'release of sensitive medical data and Qrgan donation; . ' 
We believe tbat communication between the Department and tile OPTN needs to be improved, and 
that doing so will significantly reduCC tbe ongoing fri9tiori between the two. We feel that building 
on this type approach is the best way to find the most fair and effective way to sfi'UCtUre America's' 
system of organtrausplantation. . ' , . 

Sincerely. 

Bill Prist, M. . 
Chairman~ Subco~ttee " 



St~!eJ;iients Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New 
'.~~ Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 

"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed public-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." ' 

American Hospital Association 

"We appl~Y~ Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." 

'¢ 

Amencan Academy ofFamily Physicians 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for 
transplantation. " 

National Association of Children's Hospitals 

\ . 
"Mr. Vice President, the American College ofPhysicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pUbic/private partnership in this area." 

American College of Physicians 

------------------------------------===~='~.~------------------------------ ~~~'~.----~~ 
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St~ler.nents Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New _ 
..~. Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 
, 

"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing'leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed public-private partnerships-to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." 

American Hospital Association 
, I 

"We appl~!l~ Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's lea~ership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." , 

American Academy of Family Physicians 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for ­
transplantation. " 

National Associatio~ of Children's Hospitals 

\ 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pubic/private partnership in this area," 

American College QfPhysicians 

. , 
I , 



"The transplant community has lio better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. I want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. I want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And I want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values ofchoice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University of Pennsylvania 

"I look forward to your presentation on Monday and toimprovem,ents in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and 'Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

TransplantationTask Force 
Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor ofMedical Education 
Member, National Bioethics AdVISOry Committee 

"The Association ofOrgan Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest in organ 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation.'" 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift of life." , . ' 

American Society ofTransplant Physicians 

) 



"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your.efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly at a national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans." 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank: you very much for giving the transplant community the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. I am particul~rly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented.on transplant waiting lists across the nati(:m." 

American Society of Minority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage of donor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americansto discuss 
donation with their families and to save the lives of patients aw~iting lifesaving transplants." 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awareness of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 

http:represented.on
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VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE 

DONATION INITIATIVE 


December 15, 1997 


Today, the Vice President is almouncing a series of new Administration initiatives to increase 
organ donation. These initiatives, which build on the Administration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department ofHealth and Human 
Services, include: (1) new unprecedented private/public partnerships with businesses, con~umers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees about organ donation; (3)a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to 
improve donation, including a conference at the Department of Health and Human Services this 
spring to examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGRQUND 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant 
waiting list. 

Qnly about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes. The latest national Gallup study. indicates that nearly all Americans would 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had requested it. Currently, when families 
are asked if their loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and 

. often, it is because the family does not know their loved ones' wishes. Another study found 
that 27 percent of families of-potential donors were never approached about donation. Today 
the Vice President is announcing a series or'new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue of becoming an organ donor and to ensure that fam~ly members of potential 
organ donors are asked to consider donation. These initiatives include: 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New Private/Public Partnerships to Increase 
Awareness .. The Vice President and Secretary Shalala are announcing a series of partnerships 
the federal government has made with organizations to promote organ donation. 

The American Medical Association and The American Academy of Family 
Physicians have made a new commitment to encourage physicians to .make organ 
donation materials available their offices and to discuss donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use its extensive community outreach network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ donation. 



The American Bar Association will make a new commitment to encourage attorneys 
to discuss organ donation with their clients during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal education programs, and 
through the encouragement of state and local bar associations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved in donor education efforts. 

These new partners join others who have already made impressive commitments to 
improve awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National Black 
Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the 
American Association of Health Plans, the American Nurses Association, and the 
American College Health Association. 

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase 
Awareness About Organ Donation•. 

All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the President have 
agreed to provide their employees with information about organ donation six times per 
year, including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This effort will 
reach 1.5 million federal employees and their families. The.Administration also 
challenges all private entities to spread awareness about organ donation to their 
employees. 

A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCFA) to revise its conditions of participation for Medicare 
hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors are asked to consider donation. 
HHS will work closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and others in the transplant 
community to produce final rules that will ensure that opportunitie~ for donation are 
not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals, has also agreed to incorporate this approach.' 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New Ways to Increase Organ Donation. 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
donation and priorities for future research. In this regard,. the Department of Health 
and Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 



VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE 

DONATION INITIATIVE 


December 15, 1997 


Today, the Vice President is announcing a series ofnewAdministration initiatives to increase 
organ donation. These initiatives, which build on the Administration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department ofHealth and Human 
Services, include: (I) new unprecedented private/public partnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees about organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to 
improve donation, including a conference at the Department of Health and Human Services this 
spring to examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant 
waiting list ' 

Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes. The latest national Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had requested it. Currently, when families 
are asked if their loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and 
often, it is because the family does not know their loved ones' wishes. Another study found 
that 27 percent of families of potential donors were never approached about donation. Today 

'the Vice President is announcing a series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue of becoming an organ donor ,and to ensure that family members of potential 
organ donors are asked to consider donation. These initiatives include: 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New Private/Public Partnerships to Increase 
Awareness.' The Vice President and Secretary Shalala are announcing a series of partnerships 
the federal government has made with organizations to promote organ dbnation. 

The Americ~ Medical Association and The American Academy of Family 
Physicians have made a new commitment to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materials available their offices and to discuss donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use its extertsive community outreach network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ donation. 
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The American Bar Association will make a new commitment to encourage attorneys 
to discuss organ donation with their clients during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal education programs, and 
through the encouragement of state and local bar as.sociations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved in donor education efforts. 

These new partners join others who have already made impressive commitments to 
improve awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National Black 
Churches, the Union of Anierican Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the 
American Association of Health Plans, the American Nurses Association, and the 
American College Health Association. 

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To'Do Its Share to Increase 
Awareness About Organ Donation. 

All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive 'Office of the President have 
agreed to provide their employees with information 'about organ donation six times per 
year, including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This effort will 
reach1.5 million federal employees and their families. The Administration also 
challenges all private entities to spread awareness about organ donation to their 
employees. 

A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCFA) to revise its conditions of participation for Medicare 
hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors are asked to consider donat~on. 
HHS will work closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and others in the transplant 
community to produce fmal rules that will ensure that opportunities for donation are 

, , 

not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals, has also agreed to incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New Ways to Increase Organ Donation. 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
'donation and priorities for future research. In this regard, the Department of Heal$ 

, and Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 
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Today, the Vice President is announcing a series of new Administration initiatives to increase 
organ donation. These initiatives, which build on the Adllinistration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, include: (I) new unprecedented private/public partnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees' about organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to apatientlfamily-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to 
improve donation, including a conference at the Department of Health and Human Services this 
spring to examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant 
waiting list. 

. , 

Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes. The latest national Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had requested it. Currently, when families 
are asked if their loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and 
often, it is because the family does not know their loved ones' wishes; Another study found 
that 27 percent of families of potential donors were never approached about donation. Today 
the Vice President is announcing a series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue of becoming an organ donor and to ensure that family members of potential 
organ donors are asked to consider donation. These initiatives inClude: 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New Private/Public Partnerships to Increase 
Awareness.' The Vice President and Secretary Shalala are announcing a series of partnerships 

, .~ 

the federal government has made with organizations to promote organ donation. 

The American Medical Association and The American Academy of Family 
Physicians have made a new commitment to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materials available their offices and to discuss' donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use Its extensive community outreaCh network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ donation. 



The American Bar Association will make a new commitmentto encourage attorneys 
to discuss organ donation with their clients during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal education programs, and 
through the encouragement of state and local bar associations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved indonor education efforts.· 

These new partners join others who have already made impressiv~ commitments to 
improve awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National Black 
Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the 
American Association of Health Plans, the Amerjcan Nurses Association, and the 
American College Health Association. 

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase 
~wareness About Organ Donation. 

All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the President have 
. agreed to provide their employees with information about organ donation six times per 
year, including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This effort will 
reach 1.5 million federal employees and their families. The Administration also 
challenges all private entities to spread awareness about organ donation to their 
employ~es. 

A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCF A) to revise its conditions of participation for Medicare 
hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors are asked to consider donation. 
HHS will work closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and others in the transplant 
community to produce flnal rules that will ensure that opportunities for donation are 
not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals, has also agreed to incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New Ways.to Increase Organ Donation. 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
donation and priorities for future research. In this regard, the Department of Health 
and Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 

< 



VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE 

DONATION INITIATIVE 


December 15, 1997' 


Today, the Vice President is annoUncing a, seti'es of new Administration initiatives to increase 
organ donation .. These initiatives, which build on the Administration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department ofHealth and Human 
Services, include: (1) new unprecedented private/p~blic partnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six ' 
messages per year to its employees ab~ut organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing co'rnrnitment from the Administration to 
improve donation, including a conference at the Department of Health and HuInan Services this 
spring to examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save' or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approxiinately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the nationalorgan'transplant 
waiting list. 

Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes. The latest natiorial Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had requested it. Currently, when families 

, are asked if their loved one wants to be an org(!.n donor, only about halfgive consent, and 
often, it is ,because the family does not know their loved ones' wishes. Anot1J.er study found 
that 27 percent of families of potential donors were never approached about donation. Today 
the Vice President is announcing a series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue of becoming an organ 'donor and to ensure that f(l1l1ily members of potential 
organ donors are asked to consider donation;' These initiatives include: 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New PrivatelPublic Partnerships to Increase 
Awareness." The Vice President arid Secretary Shalala are announcing a series of partnerships 
the federal governinent has made with organizations to promote organ dbnation. 

The American Medical Association and The American Academy of Family 
, Physicians have made a. new commitment to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materials available their offices and t~,discuss donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use its extensive community ,outreach network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ donation. ' 

http:Anot1J.er


The American Bar Association will make a new commitment to encourage attorneys 
to discuss organ donation with their clients during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal education programs, and 

- through the encouragement of state and local bar associations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved in donor education efforts .. 

These new partners join others who have already made impressive commitments to 
improve. awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National Black 
Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the 
American Association of Health Plans, the American Nurses Association, and the 
American College Health Association. 

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase 
Awareness About Organ Donation~ 

All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the President have 
agreed to provide their employees with information about organ donation six times per 
year,. including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This effort will 
reach 1.5 million federal employees and their families. The Administrati~n also 
challenges all private-entities to spread awareness about organ donation to their 
employees. 

A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCFA) to revise its conditions of participation for Medicare 
hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors are asked to consider donation. 
HHS will w01;k closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and others in the transplant 
community to produce final rules that will ensure that opportunities for donation are 
not lost due to failure to identify potential don<?~s. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals, has also agreed to incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New Ways to Increase Organ Donation.' 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
donation and priorities for future research. In this regard, the Department of Health 

. and Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 
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VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE 

DONATION INITIATIVE 


December 15, 1997 


Today, the Vice President is announcing a series of new Administra~ion initiatives to increase 
organ donation. These initiatives, which build on the Administration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, include: (1) new unprecedented private/public partnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awaren~ss about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees about organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to 
improve'donation, including a conference at the Department of Health and Human Services this 
spring to examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transl'lanL Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant, 
waiting list. 

Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes. The latest national Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had requested it. Currently, when families 
are asked if their loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and 
often, it is because the family does not know thelr loved ones' wishes. Another stUdy found 
that 27 percent of families of potential donors were never approached about donati~n. Today 
the Vice President is announcing a series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue of becoming an organ donor alld to ensure that family members of potential 
organ donors are asked to consider donation. These initiatives include: 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New Private/Public Partnerships'to Increase 
Awareness.' The Vice President and Secretary Shalala are announcirig a series of partnerships 
the federal government has made with organizations to promote organ d6nation. , 

The American Medical Association and The American Academy of Family 
Physicians have, made a new commitmept to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materials a.vailable their offices and to discuss donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use its extensive community outreach network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ dQnation. 
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The American Bar Association will make a new commitment to encourage attorneys 
to discuss organ donation with their clients during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal equcation programs, and 
through the encouragement of state and local bar associations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved in donor educatione~forts. 

These new partners join others who have already made impressive commitments to 
improve awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National. Black 
Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the 
American Association of Health Plans, the American Nurses Association, and the 
American College Health Association. . 

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase 
Awareness About Organ Donation. 

All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the President have 
agreed to provide their employees with information about organ donation six times per 
year, including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This effort will 
reach 1.5 million federal employees and their faniilies. The Administration also 
challenges all private entities to spread awareness about organ donation to their 
employees . 

. A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCFA) to revise its condi~ions of participation for Medicare 

. hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors are asked to consider donation. 
HHS will work closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and others in the transplant 
community to produce fInal rules that will ensure that opportunities for donation are 
not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare OrganizationS, which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals, has also agreed to incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New, Ways to Increase Organ Donation. 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
donation and priorities for future research. In this regard, the Department of Health 
'and Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 



" 
> 

. 
• 

VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE 

DONATION INITIATIVE 


December 15, 1997 


Today, the Vice President is announcing a series of new Administration initiatives to increase 
organ donation. These initiatives, which build on the Administration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department ofHealth and Human 
Services, include: (1) new unprecedented private/public partnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees about organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to 
improve donation, including a conference at the Department ofHealth and Human Services this 
spring to examine the best w~ys to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant 
waiting list. 

.. Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes. The latest national Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had requested it. Currently, when families 
are asked if their loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and 
often, it is because the family does not know their loved ones' wishes. Another study found 
that 27 percent of families of potential donors were never approached about donation .. Today 
the Vice President is announcing a series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue of becoming an organ donor and to ensure that family members of potential 
organ donors are asked to consider donation. These initiatives include: 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New Private/Public Partnerships to Increase 
Awareness. The Vice President and Secretary Shalala are announcing a series of partnerships 
the federal government has made with organizations to promote organ dbnation~ 

The American Medical Association and The American Academy of Family 
Physicians have made a new commitment to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materials available their offices and to discuss donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use its extensive community outreach network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ donation. 



The·American'Bar Association will make anew commitment to encourage attorneys 
'to discuss organ donation with their Clients during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by 'providing continuing legal education programs, and , 
through the encouragement of state and local bar associations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved·jn donor education efforts .. 

. . . 

These newpartners join others who have already made impressive commitments to 
improve awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National Black 
Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the . 
American Association ofHealth Plans, the American Nlirl'i.es Association, and the 
American (:ollege H,ealth Association. "­

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase' 

Awareness' About Organ Donation. " 


All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the President have 
agreed to provide their employees with information about organ donation six times per 
year, including information about donation on employee paysfubs. This effort will 
reach 1.5 million federal employees and their,families. The Administration also 
challenges all private entities to spread awareness about 'organ donation to their 
employees. 

, A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Admirrlstration (HCF A) to revise· its conditions of participation for Medicare 

,hospitals to ensure that the families ofpotential dohors are asked to consider donation. 
HHS will work closely with hospiqtls, OPOs, tissue banks and others in-the transplant 
community to produce final rules that will 'ensure that opportunities for donatioriare 
not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare OrganizationS,which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals~ has also agreed to incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to FindNew Ways to Increase Organ Donation.. 

The Ad~inistration will continue to 'work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
, donation and priorities for future research. In this regard, the Department of Health 
and' Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 

http:Nlirl'i.es


VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE . 
DONATION INITIATIVE 

. December 15, 1997· 

Today, t~e Vice President is ~ouncing a series of new Adniinistration initiatives to increase 
orgari donation. These initiatives, which build on the Administration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, include: (1) new unprecedented private/public partnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees about organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to 
improve donation, including a conference at the Department of Health and Human Services this 
spring to examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND· 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant 
waiting list. 

Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes, The latest national Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had requested it. Currently, when families 
are asked if their loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and 
often, it is because the family does not know their loved ones'.wishes. Another study found 
that 27 percent of families of potential donors were never approached about donation. Today 
the Vice President is announcing a series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue of becoming an organ donor and to ensure that family members of potential 
organ donors are asked to consider donation. These initiatives include: 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New Private/Public Partnerships to Increase 
Awareness•. The Vice President and Secretary Shalala are announcing a .series of partnerships 
the federal government has made with organizations to p.romote organ d6nation. 

The American Medical Association and The American Academy.of Family 
Physicians have made anew commitment to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materials available their offices and to discuss donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use. its extensive community outreach network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ donation. 

http:Academy.of


'..l 

The American Bar Association will make a new commitment to encourage attorneys 
to discuss organ donation with· their cli<;:nts during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal education programs, and 
through the encouragement of state and local bar associations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved in donor education efforts. 

These new partners join others who have already made impressive commitments to 
improve awareness about organ· donation including: the Congress of National Black . . 

Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the 
American Association of Health Plans, the American Nurses Association, and· the 
American College Health Association. 

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase 
Awareness About Organ Donation. 

All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the President have 
agreed to provide their employees with information about organ donation six times per 
year, including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This effort will 
reach 1.5 million federal employees and their families. The Administration also 
challenges all private entities to spread awareness about organ donation to their 
employees. . 

A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ -Donation . 

. The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCF A) to revise its conditions of participation for Medicare 
hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors, are asked to consider donation. 
HHS will work closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and others in the transplant 
community to produce fmal rules that will ensure that opportunities for donation are 
not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals, has also agreed to incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New Ways to Increase Organ Donation. 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
donation and priorities for future research. In this regard, the Department of Health 
and Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 
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VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE 
" DONATION INITIATIVE 

December 15, 1997 

,Today,the Vice President is announcing a series of new Administration initiatives to increase 
organ donation. These initiatives, which build on the Adrriinistration's longstanding efforts to 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, include: (I) new unprecedented private/public pa.rtnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation across 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees about organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to 
improve donation, including a conference at the Departt:nent ofHealth and Human Services this 
spring to examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND 

More than 20,000 Americans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their 
lives. However, 4,000 Americans people, die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for 
an organ transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant 
waiting list. 

Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of 
their wishes. The latest national Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would . 
consent to donation if they know their loved one had reques~ed it. Currently, when families 
are asked if their loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and 
often, it is because the family does not know their loved ones' wishes. Another study found 
that 27 percent of families of potential donors were never approached about donation. Today 
the Vice President is announCing a series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have 
discussed the issue, of becoming an organ donor and to ensure that family members of potential' 
organ donors are asked to consider donation. These initiatives include: 

An Unprecedented Commitment f~r New Private/Public Partnerships to Increase 
Awareness.' The Vice President and Secretary Shalala are announcing a series of partnerships 
the federal government has made with organizations to promote organ dbnation. 

The, American Medical Association and The American Academy of Family 
Physicians have made a new commitment to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materials available their offices and to discuss donation with their patients. 

The American Red Cross will use its extensive community outreach network in a new 
campaign to promote awareness about organ donation. 



... 

The American Bar Association will make a new ~ommitment to encourage attorneys 
to discuss organ donation with their clients during estate planning through the 
distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal education programs, and 
through the encouragement of state and local bar associations to adopt resolutions 
resolution that urge attorneys to get involved.in donor education efforts. 

These new partners join others who have already made impressive commitments to 
improve awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National Black 
Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the U.S. Chamber of· 
Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home Depot, the 
American Association of Health Plans, the American Nurses Association, and the 
American College Health Association.' ' 

A New Commitment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase 
, Awareness About Organ Donation. 

All fourteen major Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the Presidc::nt have 
agreed to provide their employees with information about organ donation six times per 
year, including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This effort will 
reach 1.5 million federal employees and their families. The Administration also 
challenges all private entities to spread awareness about organ donation to their 
employees. 

A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
. Financing Administration (HCF A) to revise its conditions of participation for Medicare 
hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors are asked to consider donation. 
HHS will work closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and others in the transplant 
community to produce flnal rules that will ensure that opportunities for donation are 
not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. The Joint Commission on the 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, which provides accreditation for most of 
the nation's hospitals, has also agreed to incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New Ways to Increase Organ Donation. 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to increasing 
donation·and priorities for future research. In this regard, the Department of Health . 
and Human Services will hold a National Research Conference on organ and tissue 
donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best practices for increasing organ 
donation. 
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Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 

"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed public-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing infonnation on 
organ donation to federal employees." . 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and$ecretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration"s 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance ·of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
:the Administration's efforts in this area." 

,";' 

American Academy ofFamily Physicians 

"T.he National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for. 
transplantation. " 

National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shala.la for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. Weare 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pubic/private partnership in-this area." 

American College of Physicians 

http:Shala.la


"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. 1 want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. 1 want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And I want to thank him for his. 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values ofchoice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University of Pennsylvania 

"I look forward to your presentation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initjatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, N~tional Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association ofOrgan Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest in.organ 
transplaritation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizatio.ns 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership.when you were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. V ice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift of life.'" 

American Society of Transplant Physicians 

http:Organizatio.ns


"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited apout the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage ist!Uly at a national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans."· . 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank: iou very much for giving the transplant community the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. 1 am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented ori transplant waiting lists across the nation." 

American Society of Minority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage ofdonor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
donation with their families and to save the lives of patients awaiting lifesaving transplants." 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awareness of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 



Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 

"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed pUblic-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala'for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's , 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." 

American Academy of F amity Physicians 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts ofthe Administration to 
raise public awareness ofthe need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for 
transplantation. " 

National Association"of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College ofPhysicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pubic/private partnership irrthis area." 

" American College of Physicians 



"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. I want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. I want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And I want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values of choice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
'University of Pennsylvania 

"I look forward to your presentation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ . 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association of Organ Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest in organ 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage ofthe National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this 'effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift.of life," . 

American Society of Transplant Physicians 



"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly at a national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans." 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant community the n~eded support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. I am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented on transplant waiting lists across the nation." 

American Society of Minority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage of donor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
donation with their families and to save the lives of patients awaiting lifesaving transplants." 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to inc~ease the awareness of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 
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Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 


DecemberJ5, 1997 . 


"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed public-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, . 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees.". 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this.area." 

. American Academy of Famfly Physicians 

"The National Association-of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for. 
transplantation. " 

National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. VIce President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pubic/private partnership irrthis area." 

American College ofPhysicians 
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"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate 
. for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. I want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. I want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And 1 want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values ofchoice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University ofPennsylvania 

"I look forward to your presentation on Monday and to'improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 
Transplantation Task Force 

Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association ofOrgan Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest inorgan 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the Hous~ and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift of life." , 

American Society ofTransplant Physicians 
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"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ(and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly at a national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans." 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant community the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. I am particularly pleased 'with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented on transplant waiting lists across the nation." 

, ' 

American Society of Minority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage of donor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
donation with-their families and to save the lives of patients awaiting lifesaving transplants." 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation, 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awareness of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 
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Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Admi~istration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 

"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the . 
proposed public-private partnerships to improve public awareness oftlie need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providiIlg information on 
organ donation to federal employees." 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administnltion's leadership in 
. addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's.efforts in this area." 

Ameiican Academy of Family PhysicIans 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for. 
transplantation. " 

National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pUbic/private partnership irrthis area." 

American College of Physicians 
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"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been astaunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. 1 want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. 1 want to congratulate him for cOntinuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And 1 want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values of choice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University ofPennsylvania 

"I look forward to your presentation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result ofthe initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association ofOrgail Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest in organ 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are pers~nally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift of life." 

American Society of Transplant Physicians 
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"I appreciate the. opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly at a national crisis level aild impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans." 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant community the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. 1am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented on transplant waiting lists across the nation." . 

American Society of Minority Health ,and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage of donor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 

, donation with their families and to save the lives of patients awaiting lifesaving transplants." 

Organ and Tissue Coalition ~n Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President'sefforts to increase the awareness of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 



Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New' 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 

"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed public-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President GQre and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the' options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." 

Amencan Academy of Family Physicians 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for. 
transplantation." .. 

National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pubic/private partnership irrthis area." 

American College ofPhysicians 



"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. I want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. I want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And I want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values of choice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University of Pennsylvania 

"I look forward to your pres'entation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor ofReligious StUdies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association ofOrgan Procurement Organizations is aware ofyou'r long interest inorgari 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding,success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

. Association ofOrgan Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift of life." . 

American Society of Transplant Physicians 



"I ,appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tiss~e) donation in 
, the. United States ... We are very exCited about the 'Clinton A'dministration's involv.ement in this 
'initiative as the organ shortage is truly ata national crisis level.and impacts sig~ificantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans.~' , ' , 

N~rth American Transplant Coordinators OrganiZation 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant cOInIp.linity the needed support and direction in 
these pr,oposed Initiatives~ I am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 

.. 4isproportlonatdy represented on transphmt waiting lists across the nation.'" 

American Society of Minority Health ,and Transplant Professionals 

' .. , . .. 
"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage of donor organs and tissues is a serious 

, public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
. donation with their families and to save the livesofpatients awaiting lifesaving transplants." 

1r • • , 
, , 

, Organ imd Tissue Coalition on Donation 

, .. 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awarene,ss of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history .of support is recognized and appreciated." , . .',' . 

United Net'York for Organ Sharing, 

" 

, i 



Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ :Qonation 


December 15, 1997 . 


"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed pUblic-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have'discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." 

American Academy of Family Physicians 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts oftlie Administration,to ' 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply oforgans for 
transplantation. " 

, National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pubic/private partnership irrthls area." 

American College ofPhysicians 



"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. I want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. I want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And I want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values of choice, altruism; and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University of Pennsy lvariia 

"I look forward to your presentation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor ofReligious Studies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association ofOrgan Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest inorgan 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 AInericarls currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift of life." .; 

American Society ofTransplant Physicians' 



"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly ata national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health o{thousands of Americans." . 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant community the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. I am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented on transplant waiting lists across the nation." . 

American Society of Minority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage ofdonor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
donation With their families and to save the lives ofpatients awaiting lifesaving transplants:' 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awareness of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 



Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation . 

December 15, 1997 

.	"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed public-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMAis encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." 

American Academy of Family Physicians 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the AdminIstration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for. 
transplantation. " 

National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalalafor committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized,the need for pubic/private partnership irrthis area." 

American College of Physicians 
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"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate . 
. for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. I want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. 1 want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And 1 want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values of choice, altruism, and voluntarism.'" 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics" 
University of Pennsylvania 

"I look forward to your presentation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor ofMedical Education 
Mem~er, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association of Organ Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest in organ 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 

. resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations" , 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the House and 
senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 

. lists will have access to the "gift of life." ". 

. . 
,Ainerican Society ofTransplant Physicians 
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"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly at a national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans." 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant community the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. I am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented on transplant waiting lists across the nation." 

American Society of Minority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage ofdonor organs and tissues is a serious 
puplic health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
donation with their families and to save the lives of patients awaiting lifesaving transplants." . 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awareness of the American public ~bout 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United NetWork for Organ Sharing 
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Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the. Clinton Administration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 

"We appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed pUblic-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." . . 

American Hospital A.ssociation 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importance of organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." 

American Academy of Family Physicians 

"The National Association ofChildren's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for. 
transplantation:" . 

National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pubic/private partners~ip in-this area." 

American College of Physicians 



"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore ..He has been a staunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. I want to offer my full support for the 
Vice President's initiatives. 1 want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this· 
nation's performance in helping those who need tran~plants. And 1 want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do what is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values ofchoice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University of Pennsylvania 

"1 look forward to your presentation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association of Organ Procurement Organizations is aware of your Jong interest in organ . 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do' our part to make this initiative.a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when yoti were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice·President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift oflife." ' 

American Society of Transplant Physicians 



"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly at a national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans." 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant community the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. I am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented on transplant waiting lists across the nation." 

Am~rican Society ofMinority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage of donor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
donation with their families andto save the lives of patients awaiting lifesaving transplants." 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awareness oftheAInerican public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 



Statements Supporting the Vice President for Launching the Clinton Administration's New 
Initiative to Increase Organ Donation 

December 15, 1997 

"We "appreciate the Vice President's long-standing leadership on this issue, and support the 
proposed public-private partnerships to improve public awareness of the need for organ donation, 
and the effort of the government to show leadership as an employee by providing information on 
organ donation to federal employees." 

American Hospital Association 

"We applaud Vice President Gore and Secretary Shalala for the Administration's leadership in 
addressing this critical public health issue. The AMA is encouraged by the Administration's 
commitment to use the bully pulpit to highlight the importahceof organ donation." 

American Medical Association 

"Our goal as a nation should be for all individuals to know the options they have for organ 
donation, and to have discussed these options with their loved ones -'- we will continue to support 
the Administration's efforts in this area." 

Amedcan Academy of Family Physicians 

"The National Association of Children's Hospitals applauds the efforts of the Administration to 
raise public awareness of the need for new efforts to improve the supply of organs for 
transplantation." 

" National Association of Children's Hospitals 

"Mr. Vice President, the American College of Physicians congratulates you and Secretary 
Shalala for committing the Administration to a new effort to increase organ donation. We are" 
pleased that you have recognized the need for pUbic/private partnership irrthis area." 

American College of Physicians 
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"The transplant community has no better friend than Al Gore. He has been a staunch advocate 
for patients seeking transplants, their families and friends. 1 want to offer my full support for the 
Vice 'President's initiatives. 1 want to congratulate him for continuing to strive to improve this 
nation's performance in helping those who need transplants. And 1 want to thank him for his 
unwavering determination to do wha~ is necessary to ensure that organ and tissue donation in this 
country reflect the core values of choice, altruism, and voluntarism." 

Arthur Caplan 
Center for Bioethics 
University ofPennsylvania 

"1 look forward to your presentation on Monday and to improvements in organ procurement and 
transplantation as a result of the initiatives that you and Secretary Shalala plan to propose." 

James Childress 
Former Vice Chair of the National Organ 

Transplantation Task Force 
Kyle Professor of Religious Studies 
Professor of Medical Education 
Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee 

"The Association ofOrgan Procurement Organizations is aware of your long interest in organ 
transplantation and the important role you played in the passage of the National Organ and 
Transplantation Act when you were in the Senate. [We] will do our part to make this initiative a 
resounding success. We applaud and thank you for your interest in organ and tissue donation." 

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations 

"We are very pleased that you are personally involved in this effort to increase organ donation in 
America. We remember very favorably your strong leadership when you were in the House and 
Senate .... Mr. Vice President, we stand ready to serve as a partner to assist you and the President 
in all ways possible to increase organ donation so that the 56,000 Americans currently on waiting 
lists will have access to the "gift of life." 

·American Society of Transplant Physicians 



"I appreciate the opportunity to applaud your efforts to increase organ (and tissue) donation in 
the United·States ... We are very excited about the Clinton Administration's involvement in this 
initiative as the organ shortage is truly at a national crisis level and impacts significantly on the 
health of thousands of Americans." 

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization 

"Thank you very much for giving the transplant community:the needed support and direction in 
these proposed initiatives. 1 am particularly pleased with this effort because minorities are 
disproportionately represented on transplant waiting lists across the nation." 

American Society ofMinority Health and Transplant Professionals 

"We are grateful that you recognize that the shortage of donor organs and tissues is a serious 
public health issue. We look forward to working with you to encourage Americans to discuss 
donation with their families and to save the lives of patients awaiting lifesaving transplants." 

Organ and Tissue Coalition on Donation 

"We applaud the Vice President's efforts to increase the awareness of the American public about 
organ donation. Your long history of support is recognized and appreciated." 

United Network for Organ Sharing 
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Remarks for Vice President Al Gore 
AnnouQ.cement Qf National Organ Donor I~itiative 

Monday, December 15, 1997 
\ 

I thank Rev. Downs and Dr. Herrera for their 'Powerful 

-
testimony. It was a story very similar to these that first engaged 

me in the cause of organ and tissue donation. Fifteen years ago, 

a family in my state of Tennessee sought my help in finding a 

liver donor for their dying child. I did everything I could to help 

that family, but I wanted to do more to help every family caught 

in those awful circumstances. 

This led to my role in sponsoring and helping to pass the 

National Organ Transplant Act of 1984. 



That crucial law -- along with subsequent legislation I was 

honored to work on -- has created a national system for 

recovering and distributing organs -- a system families now rely 

upon. We have come a long way since 1984. But we cannot 

rest. Not when 10 people a day are losing their lives waiting for 

an organ. Not when we can save those lives with a little more 

effort, a little more information,· a little more partnership. 

That's why I am proud to announce today our new 

National·Organ and Tissue Initiative, which we believe will 

significantly. increase the number of organ and tissue donors 

across the country. 
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First, I am pleased to announce several pron1inent new 

members in a national partnership committed to increasing 

organ and tissue donation. The American Medical Association 
, 

and ,the American Association of Family Physicians have agreed 

to encourage their members to discuss organ. donation with 

patient~. The American Bar Association will encourage its 

members to discuss organ donation with clients during the 

preparation of wills and estate planning. And the American Red 

Cross -- already one of the nation's largest providers of human 

tissue -- has pledged to continue an aggressive campaign to 

encourage organ and tissue donation. 
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These organizations will join the Coalition on Donation, 

the Department of Health and Human Services, and many 

longtime partners in the clergy, the transplant community" the 

health care community, and the business community to ensure 

that organ and tissue donation is discussed and expanded all 

across America. These partners are here with us today, and I 
. . 

thank them for their commitment to this cause. 

Second, we are taking a significant new federal action to 

help increase organ and tissue donation. Currently,' 27% of all 

families ofpotential donors are never even approached about 

donation. We are addressing this issue in the context of a new 

Reinventing Government effort that will streamline 

requirements on our hospitals. 

( 



Specifically, we are proposing a regulation to ensure that health 


care providers commit to a family-sensitive process -- along 

with Organ Procurement Organizations -- to encourage organ 

donation when it is appropriate to do so. We hope to work with 

the entire transplant community -- physicians, hospitals, . 

transplant coordinators, patient and donor groups -- to see that 

the final regulation ensures that all families in those 

circumstances are offered the, option of organ donation. 

Third, I am pleased to announce a new effort by the 

Federal government to increase awareness of organ and tissue 

donation among federal employees. All of the major cabinet 

agencies have agreed to send out six messages a year to their 

employees-- some to be included with employee pay stubs. 
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. These messages encouraging organ ~nd tissue donation will 

reach 1.5 million people and·their fan1ilies. r challenge all v 

private sector'employers to follow our exan1ple. 

Finally, r am pleased to announce'that the Departmentof 
, . 

Health and Human Services will sponsor a conference this 

spring, to help identify the practices that are most effective in 

encouraging ·donation. 

Here on the eve of the 21 stCentury, advances in science,· 

medicine, and te'chnology have brought us, great life-saving 

powers, ,but also a keen awareness of our life-saving limits: no . 

matter how impressive our technology, we still cannot create a 

. . 
humanhearl -- a liver, a lung, a kidney~ 
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We cannot eVen preserve them outside a living body for more 

than a few hours. That means the power of our newest 

technology depends upon the strength of out oldest values: Love 

of life. Love of neighbor. And in this holiday season, the spirit 

of giving and community_ 

Those values are strong in America. Surveys have shown 
I 

that almost ail Americans support organ donation, and families 

\ , 

almost always consent to organ donation when loved ones have 

expressed that wish., But not all families have thought about 

" 

organ donation or discussed it. In fact, only half of those who 

want to be organ donors have told their families about their 

decision. 
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That's why we're here today: To make a public commitment to 

inform every American about the life-giving opportunity of 

organ and tissue donation. To nlake sure all willing organ 

donors inform their families. And to n1ake sure when families 

are informed and willing, the loss of life, for one can result in the , 

gift of life for many. 

. Our partnership is large, our mission lofty -- but our 

message is very simple: "Share your life; share your decision." 

Thank you very much. 
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Organ Donation Announcement 
Room 450, OEOB 

11:10 a.m. - 11:45 a.m., Monday, December 15, 1997 

Meeting requested by HHS, Chris Jennings and Toby Donenfeld. 
Briefing prepared by Toby'Donenfeld. 

EVENT 

You will announce the following Administration efforts to increase organ donation: I) a 
partnership with the American Medical Association, the American Bar Association, the 
American Red Cross and other business, health, community and religious organizations to raise 
awareness oforgan donation and increase the number of organ and tissue donors, 2) proposed 
regulation to ensure that families are asked whether their loved ones choose to be organ 
donors; (this regulation implements. part of the 1986 law you authored), 3) all of the major 
Cabinet Agencies (l4), plus the Executive Office of the President have committed to provide· 
their employees with organ donation information six times a year, including through their pay 
stubs, and 4) HHS will host a conference in the Spring of 1998 to discuss best practices for 
increasing organ and tissue donation. (Please see attachedfact sheetfor further information on 
the announcements). 

T~is event is open press. Approximately 150 transplant organizations, hospitals, physicians, 
consumers and other health groups will be in attendance. 

LOGISTICS (As of this writing, subject to change) 

. 	 . 

• 	 You will be briefed in en route to the OEOB by Toby Donenfeld and Chris 
Jennings. 

• 	 You, Secretary Shalala, Senator Byron Dorgan, Dr. Alfredo Herrara and Reverend 
Canon Downs will be announced on stage. 

• . Secretary Shalala makes remarks. 
• 	 Senator Dorgan, co~chair pf the Congressional task force on organ donation, will . 

make brief remarks. 
• 	 Dr; Alfredo Herrara, a donor father makes remarks. 
• 	 Rev. Canon Downs. a heart donor recipient makes remarks and introduces you. 
• 	 You make remarks. shake hands in the front row and depart. 

YOUR ROLE/CONTRlBUTION 

• 	 This event provides you with the opportunity to continue your leadership on the 
issue oforgan donation and to highlight the new effort to increase awareness and 
the number oforgan donors. 



PROGRAM NOTES 

• Program Participants' 

Senator Byron Dorgan 
Senator Dorg~ is the co-chair of the Congressional TaskForce on Organ Donation and 
was the sponsor of the legislation that led to 65 million Americans receiving organ and 
tissue donation inf~rmation with their tax refunds this year. . 

Dr. Alfredo Herrera 
Dr. Herrara is a practicing pediatrician living in Ellicott City., Maryland. Dr. Herrera is 
the father of four children. His 16 year-old son Christian died in an automobile accident 
in December, 1994. Christian had told his father'that he wanted to be an organ donor, so 
he donated his heart, two lungs, two kidneys, liver; pancreas and two corneas, giving life 
to seven people and giving sight to two others. Dr. Herrera is very involved in efforts to· 
educate teens and their parents about safe driving skills and is actively involved in organ 
donation, is a member of the Board of Trustees fothe Transplant Resource Center of 
Maryland. 

Reverend Canon Downs 
Reverend Downs, Rector ofSt.Timothy's EpiscqpalChurch in Washington,. D.C. 
received a heart from one of his parishoners, after she suffered a brain armeurism: This 
parishoner had told her mother that if she had two hearts, she would have given one to 
Rev. Downs. Downs has spoken out about organ donation since his transplant. 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Your remarks (to be provided on Monday morning). 
• Fact sheet on the ~ouncements. 



VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES NEW ORGAN AND TISSUE 
I 

DONATION INITIATIVE . 
December 15, 1997 

Today, the Vice President is announcing a series of new Administra~ion initiatives to increase 
organ don~tion. These initiatives, which build on the Administration's longstanding efforts to . 
improve awareness about organ donation and are led by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, include: .(1) new unprecedented private/pui>lic partnerships with businesses, consumers, 
physicals, health care organizations and others to increase awareness about organ donation acro'ss 
the country; (2) a commitment from the Federal government to do its share, by sending out six 
messages per year to its employees about organ donation; (3) a proposed regulation to ensure 
health care providers commit to a patient/family-sensitive process to encourage, where. 
appropriate, organ donation; and (4) an ongoing commitment from the Administration to improve 
donation, including a conferenCe at the Department of Health and Human Services this spring to 
examine the best ways to encourage donation. 

BACKGROUND 

More than 20,000 AmeriCans each year receive organ transplants that save or enhance their lives. 
However, 4,000 Americans people die each year, approximately 10 per day waiting for an organ . . 

transplant. Today, more than 55,000 people are on the national organ transplant waiting list. 

Only about half of Americans who want to become an organ donor have told their families of their 
wishes. The latest national Gallup study indicates that nearly all Americans would consent to 
donation if they know their ioved one had requested it. Currently, when families are asked if their 
loved one wants to be an organ donor, only about half give consent, and often, its because the 
family does not know their loved ones' wishes. Another study found that 27 percent of families 
of potential donors were never approached about donation. Today the Vice President is 
aQilouncinga series of new initiatives to help ensure that families have discllssed the issue of 
becoming an organ donor and to ensure that family members of potential organ donors are asked 
to consider donation. These .initiatives .include: 

. . 

, . 

An Unprecedented Commitment for New Private/Public Partnerships to Increase Awareness. 
The Viee President and Secretary Shalala are announcing a series of partnerships the federal. 
government has made with organizations to promote organ donation .. 

The American Medical. Association and The American Academy of Family 
Physicians have made a new commitment to encourage physicians to make organ 
donation materiais available their offices and to discuss donation with their 
patients. .' 

The American Red Cross will use its extensive community outreach network to 
expand upon its current public awareness and education efforts on behalf of tissue 
and organ donation. 



The American Bar Association will make a new commitment to encourage 
attorneys to discuss organ donation with their clients during estate planning 
through the distribution of materials, by providing continuing legal education' 
programs; and through the encouragement of state <l;nd . local bar associations to . 
adopt resolutions resolution that urge attorneys to get involved in donor education 
efforts. 

These new partners join others who have already made impressive commitments 
to improve awareness about organ donation including: the Congress of National 
Black Churches, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, The U.S. 
Chamber of Congress, the Washington Business Group on Health, the Home 
Depot, the American Association of Health Plans, the American Nurses 
Association, and ~he American College Health Association. 

A New· Comm'itment From the Federal Government To Do Its Share to Increase 
Awareness About Organ Donation. 

All fourteen' majpr Cabinet Agencies and the Executive Office of the President 
have agreed to prO\lige their employees with. information about organ donatioh six 
times per year, including information about donation on employee pay stubs. This 
effort will reach 1.5 million of federal employees as well as their families. The' 
Administration also challeI).ges all private entities to spread awareness about organ 
donation to their employees. 

A New Proposed Regulation to Ensure Families Discuss Organ Donation. 
'<;, ~ 

The Vice President is also announcing a proposed regulation by the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCF A) to revise its conditions of participation for 
Medicate hospitals to ensure that the families of potential donors are asked to 
consider donation. HHS will work closely with hospitals, OPOs, tissue banks and 
others in the transplant community to produce final rules that will ensure that 
opportunities for donation are not lost due to failure to identify potential donors. 
The Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, which 
provides accreditation for most of the nation's hospitals, has also ..agreed to 

. incorporate this approach. 

Ongoing Efforts to Find New Ways to Increase Organ Donation. 

The Administration will continue to work to identify the best approaches to 
increasing donation and. priorities for future research. In this regard, the 
Department of Health and Human Services will hold a' National Research 
Conference on organ and tissue donation in the spring of 1998 to discuss the best 
practices for increasing organ donation. 

I. 
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Press Release 
FOR IMMEDf ATE RELEASE: Conl.act: Don White (202) 178-3274 
Monday, Pee-ember 15. 199? Jobn Murray (202) 77B~8496 

HEALTH PLANS PARTNER WITH HHS TO INCREASE 

INFORMA1'ION ABOUT ORGAN AND TmSUE DONATIONS 


(Washington. D.C)·- TIle AmeriCtUl Associatioo ufHealtb Plat18 (AAHP)toda.y announced a 
new partnership with the U.S. Department ofHealth tUld Human Sl..T'licc:.l (1lHS) to mc:reasc 
infonnatioD abou~ organ and ti"ue doootions. As parl oflhe new Nationlll Organ and TIli:lIU~ 
Donation Initiative, AAHP will enoo~ health plans to oiTer their mmtbers educatio1llll 
materials on organ and UsSU:C: donation. 

•OAAIIP and its member health plans congratulate the Administration for putting IC.ltWl1rd this 
important na.tional in·itia.tive,i' slated AA]{P President Karen 19oag.lli. "We n;cognizc the value of 
national organ and tiS:.Iue donation progtunS and look forward to contributing to an increased 
awareness (If them." ' 

AAHP will provide:: member hcalth plans with information about how to become involved ;n tbt! 
Nlltionnl Organ and Tissue Donation Initiative, 'f'hn,)l.Igh dus pubJic awareness efron. health 
plllD8 can help eliminate oarritIS to domrtion by cmnmun.icating (Jpti0l18 to rlltnilioo and provIding 

. donor cards and other educational materials. 

"Health plans ~re in an exc;cllentposition to educate: flIltients about orgnn,aud tissue donation 

and help families broach this sensitive issuc:," added Ignagni. 


The Am.et.i.cun A~80ciatiQn ofHeal.th Plll11S represents oveI 1.000 HMO:!, PPOs and similar plans 
that provide heal!:h ooro fUE" more than 140 million Americans nationwide . 

.-e-. 1129 Twenli(:lh Street, NW • Kuil~ 60j) • Wp."hinSion. U(;:loo:l6 • 2f12·778-:I~O .. FAX: 2IT1-:Ul-7487 
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