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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1994 

MEMORANDUM TO CAROL RASCO, Assistant to the President 

FROM: Andrew E. Barrer, Ph.D. 
Office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinator 

. SUBJECT: Health Care Reform and HIV IAIDS 

Kristine has approved the attached document that can be used for public distribution. It has 
also cleared HHS and the War Room. At the DPC Staff Meeting today, it was 
recommended to pass this along to you for appropriate distribution throughout DPC staff and 
others you feel it would be appropriate. Kristine is sending a copy to each Cabinet member. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 632-1215. Thank you. 
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March 23, 1994 

NOTB TO ANDREW :BARRER 

SUBJECT: AIDS and Health, Care Reform Document 

FROM: Rayford Kytle 
,. 
Attached is a document which has been cleared through HHS 
ASPA,GC, ASLi PHS and HCFA. It was also approved by Bob 
Boorstein's shop at the White House. 

-­ OS, 

cc: Dr. Lee .'Or. Boufford 
Suzanne Stoiber 
Bill Corr 
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~he Ptesideht's Health seourity Act 
And the SIV Epidemic 

EXecutive Summary 

For people with HIV or other serious medical oonditions, the 
security of comprehensive health covorage iG essential. Today, an 
estimated 30 percent of people living with HIV are uninsured. 
Another 40 pE~rcent depend on the Medicaid program for coverage.
Many ot: the 30 peroent with private health ooveraqe live in day-to­
day fear that their insurance will disappear or the1rcoverage is 
inadeguate to meet the very real needs of thsir h~alth status. 

For all Americans, but especially for those with llfe­
threateninq conditions sucl:J. a5 HIV/AIDS,' enactment. of the 
President' s HI:lalth security Act will provide the peace of mind and 
financial p;rotection of private health insurance that can never be 
taken away_ 

The He~lth security Act guarantees coverage for a 
comprehensive package of benefits for every American. For those 
with HIV, that will mean coverage of the cost of doctor visits, 
hospitalization, laboratory tests, and prescr1pt1ondrugs. 
Coverage of DlEmtal health services and substance abuse preven~ion 
treatment alsc) are included as is hospice care. 

The privat.e insuranoe market will be reformed in 4 
comprehensive manner to .elininate the inequities of the current 
system. Health plans will no longer be able to deny or curtail 
coverage to people with pre-existing medical conditions, including 
HIV. It will be against the law for plans to "red-lin~" 
communities by refusinq to sell or market their coveraqe in arAaA 
perceived to be at high risk for expensive care. There will be no 
annual, lifetime, or disease-specifio oaps on coverage•. And there 
will be an annual limit on pertients' out-at-pocket costs to prevent 
medical catastrophes such as HIV from becoming financial 
catastrophes for individuals or families. 

For those who move in and out of the work foree, the Health 
security Act provides portability of benefits that eQuld be taken 
from job to :iob, from employment to unemployment or to self­
employment. Individuals, not. their employers or the government,
will have the power to. choose pll1it::> that best suit their needs and 
to keep those plans if they meet those needs. Consumer input will 
allow plans to identify problems with delivery of services. 

People li.ving with HIV lArDS frequently prefer to receive 
medical care. i 1"1 thAi,. ~(,,)TnP. t"\"r community_Yet C'u:t:":t:"ent rulos often 
force them int() institut-ional care. The Health security Act will 
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create a neto;r federal/st~te program to provid" a~sistance to the 
severely disabled to obtain home and community-based long term 
care. 

Finally, the Health security Act will protect the vital 
network of HJ[V/AIDS service orqanizations that have so ably served 
people with HIV by requiring all private health plans to contract 
with tlessen'tial community providers, II including Ryan White 
recipients ill:ld community' health centera, to provide care. 
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Question 1: 

Answer: 

Question 2: 

Answer: 

Question 2: 

Answer: 

Question 3: 

Answer: 

Question 41 

Answer: 

3 

20 Questions and Answers 

How will I qet coverage? 
! 

Every American will receive a Health security Card 
that enti~'eR them to priva~e health care coverase. 
People who currently qet insurance through their 
employer 'will continue to receive their coverage 
that wo.y i but will be able to choose among many 
plans in their community." Those who are 
unemployed, disabled, or on Medicaid will enroll in 
a private' plan and receive discounts on insurance 
based on ~heir income. Tne self-employed will be 
able to deduct 100 percent of the cost of their 
insurance: from their taxes (compared with 25 
percent 'today). 

will health insurers be able to exclude people with 
XIV/AIDS fromcoveraqe? 

i, . 
No. The Health Security Act outlaws discrimination 
by privat.o. im.uranoe companiea. Health plans will 
be required to accept all applicants for coverage.
No exclusions will be pe:r:mitted for those with pre­
existing medical conditions, including HIV status. 
Coverage cannot be canceled. 

Will my employer 1:)e required to help pay for my 
cov.rage?: 

i 

All employers will be required to contribute a 
minimum oiaO percent of the cost of the average
plan in each area. But no firm will be required to 
pay more: than 7. g per<:ent of their payroll fo%' 
health benefits. Discounts will be provided to 
small businesses and low-income workers.' 

i 
If I lose: my job, will the 90vernment help me pay 
for my coveraqe? 

Yes. The'government will help the unemployed and 
pooplo who nre between jobs with' their health 
insurance;premiums. 

I'm currently on Medicaid, will I have to change my
ooverage?:, , 

You'll always be covered and you will be able to 
enroll in;a private health plan of your choosing. 
If you are recoiving caGh aG~iGtQncc from the 
government (i.e .. I Aic:1 to Families wit.h Oependent 
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Question 5: 

'Answer: 

Question 6: 

Answer: 

Question 8: 

Answer: 

Question 9: 

Answer: 

Quest.ion 10: 

Answor: 

Children ,or Supplemental Socurity Incomo) your 
premiums will be. paid by the government. If you 
are not eligible for either of those programs but 
have income below 150 percent of the federal 
poverty line,' you will receive a premium discount. 

Will insurers be able to cut off my coveraqe if my 
health ~ills exceed a certain amount? 

No. -Health plans will be prohibited from placinq 
disease-specific or lifetime limits on coverage. 

will tbere be a limit on my annual out-of-pocket 
costs? 

All health plans will limit annual out-of~pooket 
expenses by individualS ana families. Individuals 
will spend no more than $1,500 a year; families 
cannot exceed $3,000. This includes the annual 
deductible and any coinsurance or co-payment 
charges. including those for . prescription drugs.

, 

Won't private coveraqe be unaffordable for people 
with HIV/~IDS? . . 

I 

No, because what you pay will no longer depend on 
your medical history or status. Rat.as wi 1 1 be 
established for four classes of coverage: 
individuals, couples, single-parent families, two­
pnrent fa~iliee. Premiums will be determined on a 
community~wide average of health spending in that 
area. For those with low incomes, discounts will 
he available. Those currently entitled to Medicaid 
benefits will be able to enroll in private health 
p1ans::. 

. I 

What if I dOll' t like my plan or have a' complaint 
a~out how;they treat me1 

First, . any individual will be allowed to change
plans during an annual open enrollment period. 
Second, plan members will have the ability to 
critique the plan by filling out an 'annual report 
card. Third, in every part of the country, there 
will be a con$~~er-controlled ombudsman's office to 
help consumers with problems or ques~1ons. 

will I be:foreed to enroll in an HMO or some other 
manaqed care plan? 

, i 

No. All ;Amerioans will have a choice of plano. 
Your boss or. insurance company won't choose for 

I 
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Question 11: 

Answer; 

Question 121 

Answer; 

Question 13: 

Answer: 

Question 14: 

Answer: 

Question 15: 

Answer: 

s 

you. ,In !@vQry communit:y ( th~ra must be at least 
one'fee-for-service plan, which allows you to go to 
any physician o:r; health care facility. Managed' 
ca.re plans (HMOs, PPOs" and tbe like), will be 
available' to those who prefer them. In all manag-ed 
oare plans, people will have a point-of-service
option, which allows them to '10 outside the plan 
for care although such care often will cost more. 

Will I be:able to qet coverage for my mental health 
services?: 

I 
A packaqe;of mental health benefits is included in 
the comprehensive benefit paokage. All privat:a 
health plans will offer such coverage. 

J 

will suJ:)$tancCI 
service? : 

a.):)UBCI tre.tment be iL govered 

I 
: 

Substance j abuse treatment is part of the 
comprehensive benefit package guaranteed to all 
Americans.!. All private health plans will offQr 
such coverage. 

I 
I . 

Zf Z become severely disabled as ~ result of my BIV 
disease, will I be able to qet long term care in a 
nursing home? What about home care? 

CUrren~ Medicaid coverage of long term care 
services, ! including QxtQndQd nursinq home caro, 
will continue to be provided as it is now. A new 
program of home and community-based care will be 
established for those who are severely disabled. 

. ~ '" 
Currently:I take a number of prescription drugs and 
the monthly cost is qettinq very high. will I qet 
coverage for these costs? 

Yes. All :priv~te health plans will be required to 
cover thei cost of outpatient prescription drugs 
,including; such HIV-related products as AZT, DOl, 
and DOC. Depending on which plan a person chooses, 
consumers wi n ha required to pay thQ first! $250 in 
drug costs each year and 20 percent of costs 
thereafter. Those who choose a managed care plan
will simply pay $5 per prescription out o! 1J()ck~l,;.. 

Will limits on drug prices discourage researah and 
development of new drugs to treat XIV and related 
infections'? 

No. There;are no federal drug price oontro1s for 
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private pians. Plans will continue to use many of 
the cost 

i 
containment strategies they use now, 

includingiformularies and bulk-purchase discounts. 

Question 16: 	 will people with HIV be able to eODtinue to use the 
specia1ists they currently use? 

i 

Answer: 	 Yes. Each cOllllllunity must have at least one fee­
for-service health plan, which allows unlimited 
choice of; providers. other plans (i.e., health 
maintenance' organizations or preferred provider
organizations) must have a "point-of-service 
option" that allows members to obtain care outside 
of the accepted nQtwo~k o¥ providers. Finally, all 
plans will be required to contract with academic 
bealth 'centers and with "essential community 
providers," including local HIV/AXDS ca.re 
facilities. ' 

Question 17. 	 currently, I get mucb of my care from a local AIDS 
clinic. will I still be able to go there for some 
or all of my oars? 

, 

Answer: 	 Yes. The: Health Security Act calls clinics like 
these lIessential community provIders. II All health 
plans will be required to contract with such 
provIders 'and make them available to their members. 
Included in this category are all recipients of 
federal aid from the Ryan White CARE Act and all 
communityjhealth centors. 

,i 
Question 18: 	 I'm worried that my BIV-status will no lonqer be 

confidential under this new system. Won't people 
be able to access my medica.l records with my health 
card? 

, 
Answer: 	 No. The i Health security Card will not contain 

medical information about a patient. It liiimply 
includes information about coverage (i. e . I which 
plan you 'haye selected). There will be strict 
penalties for the unauthorized release of patient­
specific information. 

Question 19: 	 since the president's program won't begin until 
199~ at the earliest or 1998 at the latest, what 
kind of help can you offer in the short-term? 

Answer: 	 The Health Security Act includes important 
protection immediately after enactment. Private 
health plans will be prOhibited from canceling 
policies for any reason; other than failtlr~ to pay 
your premium. We will begin to move to community 
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Quest.iOD 20: 

Answer: 

rat.ing for prQl:1iul1'Is. There wi 11 be a six-month 
limit on' all pre-existing medical condition 
exclusion,clauses. Self-insured companies will be 
prohibited from modifying their plan to avoid high­
cost care or people with serious medical 
conditions. And a new federal high-risk pool will 
be created to provide coverage to those who cannot 
qet coverage on the private market. 

If I participate in a clinicai 4ruq trial, will my 
health care costs be covered? 

Yes. The Health Security Act recognizes the 
routine health costs associated with clinical druq 
trials as a covered health care expense. The plan 
also makes further investments in the National 
Institutes of Health and other research aCJenoies to 
expand research into disease prevention and other 
areas. 



THE: WHITE: 	HOUSE: FEB 2 A RIC'G 
WASHI NGTON 

February 23, 1994· 

MEMORANDUM TO CAROL RASCO 

FROM: 	 Kl:istine M. Gebbie \V. ~~"frr 
Nu.tional AIDS Policy Coordinator 

SUBJECT: 	 Wtaekly Report beginning February 23, 1994 

THE WEEK' AlIEAD 

Washington 
African-Ame:~ican religious leaders White House summit and press 
briefing on HIV/AIDS (memo attached). 

Meetings with Labor and Social Attaches Diplomatic Group on U.S. 
AIDS policy; National Gay and Lesbian Task Force on lesbian 
health; Los Angeles Regional HIV/AIDS Board on funding; and 
Health Policy Project on prevention. 

Chicago 

., 
, " 

t ' 

" " 

" ... 
'j. '.~ 

> 
I.:=:t.~ 

Site visits and tours to local HIV/AIDS clinics and facilities 

with women and children clients. Visits to community based 

organizations that serve at-risk youth. Speech before and 

meeting with midwest HIV/AIDS service providers on maternal and., 

child health. 


Houston 

Site visits to local clinical trial facilities, and local 

community based organizations that serve a variety of clients. 

Meetings with local religious leaders on community leadership and.' 

ethics. 


THE WEEK IN REVIEW 

Allentown, :E'A 
Meeting wi t:h Muhlenberg College community on prevention and 
community leadership. 

Seacacus« :tirJ 
Meeting with leadership of National Black Gay and Lesbian 
Leadership Forum (NGLBLF) on AIDS.. heal th care reform and Federal 
AIDS budget. 'Speech before NGLBLF AIDS Institute on AIDS 
prevention and treatment in the African-American community. 

'" 

• 'i., ; 
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Washington 
Meetings with chiefs of staff on'integrating HIV/AIDS issues into 
Cabinet appearances and presenta.tions (memo attached). AIDS 
training for senior staff at Department of Agriculture. Hill 
visits continue for discussions on the budget and health care 
reform. . , 

Meetings' with·:'Tim,Wirth"on. the: French::'AIDS~_ Summit .. ,and.:. 
International .."Conference .on "AIDS. ,in Yokohama·;: HHS staff; on' 
integrating AIDS prevention into. primary hea,lth care; and 
Interagency Task Force' on AIDS in': the" Workplace" Ini"tiative on'::, 
progress. 

American Academy of Pediatrics on treatment; and Center for 
Policy Alternatives, on Federal AIDS policy. 

PRESS 

Interview on. "Sonya Live" on CNN. 

Local coverage of TeenAIDS Peer Educators speech (Washington). 

Local coverage in conjunction with visit to Allentown, PA. 

Attachments 

; .:.,:. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 22, 1994 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Chielfs of Staff 

FROM: ltris:t e M.Gebbie, R.N., M.N. 
NationJ. S Policy Coordinator~ 

. 

SUBJECT: Attach talking points on HIV/AIDS 

As members of the Cabinet speak to a variety of groups around the 
country, they have an opportunity to reinforce key points related 
to the President's commitment to stopping AIDS. Attached are 3 
items: 

1) Key talking points about the HIV action agenda; 
2) "Top 10" health care reform issues related to HIV/AIDSi 

and 
3) Pres,s release on HIV/AIDS in the P'Y 95 budget. 

~. 

As appropriate, use these points in speeches or discussions. If 
you or another staff member would like additional detail on any 
point, please let me know. 

You have already been instrumental in getting our Federal 
workforce AIDS educational initiative underway. Thank you in 
advance for helping to keep HIV issues in the public's eye. 

Attachments 



KEY TALKING POINTS ABOUT 

TEE HIV/AIDS ACTION AGENDA 


OVERALL POINTS. 

• 	 The Administration has an HIV/AIDS action strategy covering 
three areilS: 

Q Research 

Q Services for those infected 

o 	 Prevention of further transmission 

• 	 1 million Americans are infected, and a quarter million have 
already died from AIDS. World wide 13 million are infected. 

• 	 Our biggefst stumbling block in the fight to stop the spread 
of HIV is the negative connotations that HIV/AIDS has for 
many Amer:i.cans. This is due primarily to the fact that AIDS 
in America was originally associated with groups that have 
traditionally been subjected to discrimination in our 
country: gay men, injecting drug users, minorities to some 
extent thi.s may have included women as well. !Cany Americans 
continue t:o live in denial and believe they are not at risk 
because tbey are neither gay nor actively injecting drug 
users. HelDce, they fail to utilize the preventive. practices 
which would protect them. 

• 	 One way to break doWn this barrier is to change our outlook 
on. HIV/AIDS. So long as we continue to perpetuate negative 
perceptions about these groups, we will buttress this 
barrier to HIV prevention. Our language must reflect the 
fact that persons living with HIV/AIDS are just like any 
other individual that suffers from a chronic terminal 
disease. 

• 	 All Americans can and should be a part of this effort by 

• 	 :Becoming knowledgeable 
• 	 Providing non-discr~inatory support for those 

infected 
• 	 ;Supporting continuing efforts to change behavior 

.:md stop transmission 

• 	 Cri tical il::1 this effort is the need to stop judging 
individua1l3 who become infected. Somet~es we inadvertently 
do this by asking too readily "How did they get infected?" 
This generil11y translates into a distinction of "innocent 
vict~s" alld "others." We must always remember that AIDS is 
caused by iI. virus not a behavior. !Caking a distinction 
between individuals based on what activity put them at risk 
impairs cOIlDDunication, and perpetuates the denial. 
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• 	 Our speech must also reflect a genuine belief that we are 
all at potential risk for HIV, although it is true that some, 
persons are at limited risk based on their sexual and drug 
using history. Our language must express to others our 
concern for their well being by being inclusive and 
acknowled.ging that some risk is there for each of us. In 
our langu.age we exercise the leadership that the President" 
expects of us on this issue. 

RESEARCH 

• 	 We are pu.rsuing both biomedical and behavioral research in, 

the quest for drugs or a vaccine to stop this disease, 

enable people to live with it, or prevent transmission. 


• 	 The U.S. does have the scientific talents and capabilities 
to discover AIDS drugs and vaccines, but be patient. We are 
dealing w'ith an exclusive virus whose mode of expression, and," 
pathogenesis are, novel and complex. 

• 	 Budget for AIDS research has been increased. Collaboration, 

and cooperation among Federal agencies and between 

government and public/private. 


'SERVICES 

• 	 Passage of the Bealth SecuritY,Act is the single most 
important care item, as, too many people with BIV are 
uninsured., or lose insurance as they become ill. 

• 	 As an example of interrelated services, housing is a need 
for many people living with AIDS. In fact, housing is 
almost a health service in itself, in addition to being a 
site for a variety of home-based prevention and service 
activities in cooperation with other agencies. 

• 	 The Ryan, White Care Act, providing locally managed funds for 
services to, support people living with BIV infection, will 
be continued to assure appropriate care. 
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PREVENTION 

• 	 The age group with the greatest 'increase of new cases of 
AIDS is the 18-24 year old group; the majority of these 
infection,s occurred during adolescence. Abstinence, is the 
most effe:ctive way of preventing sexual transmission. For 
the sexua.lly active, condoms used correctly and consistently 
are extremely effective in preventing transmission. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Prevention 
Marketing Initiative was designed to prevent the sexual 
transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases 
among 18-24 year olds, by presenting both of these messages. 

• 	 It is important that we pay attention to the risk that 
HIV/AIDS presents to all Americans. When we speak of 
teenagers and young adults, we must recognize that gay and 
lesbian teenagers and young adults are at risk for HIV/AIDS 
and often miss our messages because they feel ignored. 
While talking about teenagers and young people, we must 
remember that gays and'lesbians must be included in the 
discussions. Speaking of teenagers' and young adults without 
addressing ,'this population would impair our efforts to reach, 
a meaningful portion of our youth • 

• 	' Thirty percent of all AIDS cases in the u.S. are the result 

of injection drug use and indirectly this represents the 

most important single cause of infections occuring in women, 

and infants. Because of this, we have forged new 

partnerships with those working to stop drug abuse. The 

National Drug Policy acknowledges the integral relationship 

between tne epidemic of drug and alcohol dependency and the 

!lIV/AIDS ,epidemic. 


GLOBAL ISSUES 

• 	 !lIV, the ,e:ausative agent of AIDS, will have infected more 
than an e.stimated 45 million people worldwide by the year 
2000. AIJOS cases worldwide will also increase rapidly 
during thle 1990s, from about 2 million now to a cumulative 
total of more than 10 million within the next eight years. 

• 	 Currently the problem is worst in Africa, but rapidly 
spreading infections in India, Brazil, and Thailand will 
contribute!! significantly. 
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• 	 Although individual human suffering will continue to be the 
most significant ~plication of Acquired nmmune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS), ramifications of the disease will spread 
substantially into the economic, political and military 
sectors of severely affected countries over the next several 
years. 

• 	 Donor nations will face three basic foreign policy problems: 

• 	 How to allocate assistance for AIDS prevention; 

• 	 How to manage the testing and distribution of 
vaccines; 

• 	 How to assist countries that are heavily afflicted 
with AIDS and that consequently undergo 
substantial socioeconomic and political change. 



THE WHlrE HOUSE 

WASH', NGTON 

February 23, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR ALEXIS HERMAN 
KEITH BOYKIN 
BEN JOHNSON 
FLO McAFEE 

FROM W. STEVE LEE 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL AIDS POllCY COORDINATOR 

THROUGH: KRISTINE M. GEBBIE 
NATIONAL AIDS POLICY COORDINATOR 

SUBJECT African-American Religious Leaders White House Summit on 
HIV1AIDS on 02128/94 and the Black Church National Day of Prayer 
for the Healing of AIDS 

On Monday, February 28, the Office of National AIDS Policy (ONAP) in conjunction with 
Black religious leadf~ across the nation will:host a summit in the White House complex. 
We are anticipating ,around 50 guests. A rough agenda is attached. 

The purpose of the summit is educate the African- American religious community and 
encourage them to make a commitment to work closely with the federal government in 
response to the HIVl AIDS epidemic. The summit will encourage the religious leaders to 
take a pro-active rol~: in preventive education programs for their denominations! 
congregations!communities; and to provide support for those already infected with HIV. 

This summit is also :il "kick-off" for the Black Church National Day of Prayer for the 
Healing of AIDS. l11e National Day of Prayer will be on March 6, 1994 and will be a 
nation-wide unified day of prayer across hundreds of African-American churches. 

In addition to the support lent to this process by hosting the summit, we are recommending 
that the President join in the day of prayer by attending services at one of the churches 
participating in the National Day of Prayer. A specific schedule proposal is attached. 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 


TO: 


FROM: 


REQUEST: 


PURPOSE: 


BACKGROUND: 


PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

WASH,I NGTON 

February 23, 1994 . 

Ricki Seidman, Assistant to the President for 
Appointments and Scheduling 

Kristine M. Gebbie 
National AIDS Pplicy Coordinator 

For the President to attend services at a church participating in 
the Black Church Nat'l Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS 

.To demonstrate support for community and religious 
partnerships with the government in education and prevention 
efforts regarding!HIV and AIDS. 

. . 
The African-American faith community has expanded what was 
a New York event into a National Day of Prayer. This effort 
has been lead by:Pemessa Seele of Balm in Gilead, one of the 
clergy who joined the President for breakfast in November to 
discuss HIV issu~. 

The African-American community has been disproportionally 
affected by the A;IDS epidemic; their communities and churches' 
must have greater involvement in HIV and AIDS service and 
prevention. SupPort for this day would be a very effective 
statement from the President. , 

NONE 

Sunday, March 6, 1994 Time: TBD 
. i 

one and one· half :hour , 

TBD [Depending on where the President is that day, a 
churcll participating in almost any major city could be 
selected.] 



DAY OF PRAY1m. CHURCH AITENDANCE 
FEBRUARY 23, 1994 
PAGE TWO 

PARTICIPANTS: . TBD 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Church attendance 

REMARKS REQUIRED: NONE 

MEDIA COVERAGE: TBD 

FIRST LADY'S 
ATTENDANCE: Yes, if she was already scheduled to be with the President that. 

day. 

RECOMMENDED BY: carol Rasco, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

CONTACT: Steve Lee and John Paul Gurrola, Office of National AIDS 
Policy, 202/632-1090. 
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TE[E BALM IN GILEAD, INC. 
"An .Orgcmiuztion DedicaJed 10 Healmg the 4frlco.n American Community 

17zrough Prayer, Health Educatton and Advocacy" 

Afrh:an American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS 

and 


Press Conference for 

The Blat::k Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS 


Preliminary Sch.edule 
Monday, February 28, 1994 

, 8:00 a.m. Assemble 
Lobby of The Old Executive Office of the White House Complex 
17 Pennsyvania Avenue NW 

8:15 a.m. Contlnenal Breakfast 

4th Floor 


Greetings: 

Blessing of the Food: 

, 
, $:00 a.m. Whltla House Complex Tour &, Photo Opportunity 

9:30 a.m. Whlti!t House Conference Cemer 
----,---.-~~.- .~---.---

Introduction &. Welcome 

Kristine Grebbie 

PernElssa Seele 


Introduction of Moderator 
. The flav. Canon Frederick WUllams 

, The National 'Chairperson, The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of" 
. AIDS &. Rector, The Church of the Intercession 

New York, NY 

Opening Prayer: ' 
The Rev. Cecily Broderick 

St. John Episcopal Church' 

Hempstead, U 


. I 
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Solo: Claude Jay Jones, II , 

There Is A Balm In Gilead 


10:0,08.m AltlS In The African American Community' 

11111 Dr. Satcher? 


10:30 a.m. Thia Politics of AIDS In the! African American Community 

,11171 ' Congressman Charles Rangel? 


~0:45 a.m. Th.~ Faces of HIV/AIDS 

Phil Wilson, AIDS Project Los Angeles, Lo:s Angeles, CA' 

Denise Stokes 

Sharon Flavors, Community Family Pl8nnl~g Council, New York City 

~ 1:15 a.m. TheolcJglcal Perspectives &. Responses 

Rev. Or. James A.Forbes, Jr., Senior Pastor, The Riverside Church, New York City 
, "Hsld Talk: BrealcJ'ng the Silence" . 

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright, Pastor. Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago, 1111 
"The tluth sbout flealth Care & HIV from the African American l'erspeDtive" 

.. 
: F.t8V. Patricia Reebl!rg, Executive Director. ,Council of Churches of the City of NY 

"ldtlla/$ & Practical Solutions: Healing ~esoulc_ In t/J.e BI,!ck_Ch.I!~ Tri'!lll~lJ~.. 

Rev. Or. John Hurst Adams, Fo~nder &. Chairman Emertius. The Congress of Natl~nal 

alack Churches; P'residlng BIshop, African Methodist Episcopal Church 

~The Black Church Panic/pat/on In thll PoJltlcaJPlocess of the HIV/AIDS Crisis· 

: 12:30 p.m. LUNC:H, (Roundtable Discussion ~ 

. ','" 1 :30 p.m. PRESS. CONFERENCE , ' .... : 

The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS 
" 

(signing of an ecumenical statement during the press conference) 

TOTA... P.03 
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March 18, 1994 

The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania, Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

We are writing to thank you for your ,commitment to ending the HIVIAIDS epidemic and 
for demonstrating your personal leadership as well as the leadership of your administration in 
all areas of mv care, research and prevention. As you know1 much work remains to be done 
in improving the l'llation's ability to prevent new mv infections, developing a cure and vaccine, 
and in caring for those already infected or sick from HIV related illnesses. 

Toward th(~se goals, we have been working closely with your administration, Congress, 
and the constituer.lcy that we serve on mv· related public policy and service issues. As one 
example of our ac:tivities in the area of mv prevention, the Resource Center worked closely 
with Congressman. Jose Serrano (D-NY) and Senator Arlen Specter (R·PA) on a joint resolution 
in Congress (S.l. Res. 166, H.J. Res. 334) designating the week of May 29 through June 4, 
1994 as "Pediatric and Adolescent AIDS Awareness Week" in the United States. Senator 
Specter and Congressman Serrano are to be applauded and recognized for their leadership on 
these issues in Congress and for their significant accomplishments in improving the nation's 
response to the HIV epidemic. . 

In support of the work of Congressman Serrano and Senator Specter, we respectfully 
request that you issue a proclamation in commemoration of Pediatric and Adolescent AIDS 
Awareness Week. The proclamation should request that the American people observe the week 
by sponsoring seminars and educational evc;:nts for young people on HIV and health-related 
issues. We also rc:quest that you instruct key members of your Cabinet and the Secretary of the 
Department of Health & Human Services to conduct educational events related to care, research 

.and prevention issues in order to educate the federal work force as well as the American pubJic 
about the disease ()f HIV infection and AIDS. 
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In addition I we request that you consider the following suggestions as your staff considers 
options for organbdng a White House response to the proclamation that is focused on prevention 
of HIY infection among the nation's youth .. 

... 

* 

Mention of a proclamation and an explicit discussion of my prevention methods 
aimed at American youth could be incorporated in your weekly radio address on 
May 28, 1994. In addition, a public service aJ.1nouncement could be recorded by 
you for use in a national television campaign aimed at prevention of HIY 
infection in youth. 

A \Vhite House reception with the president, first lady, Congressman Serrano, 
and Senator Specter could be hosted in order to meet with youth and families 
infected with HIV during the evening of May 22, 1994 or May 23, 1994. The 
Resource Center will be hosting a national conference during these days in 
Washington, D.C. and families and youth living with HIY will already be in 
Washington. . 

The president and first lady could visit a pediatric, adolescent and family HIV 
care tlinic during the week of May 28, 1994 to stress the commitment of the 
administration toward providing compassionate care to persons living with HIV 
and AIDS. The first lady has already been invited. by Congressman Serrano to 
visit 13ronx-Lebanonhospital in the Bronx, New York during the week of May 
28, 1994. 

We would be pleased and honored to serve as a resource to The White House and to the 
office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinator; Kristine Gebbie, R. N ., M.S. N., as you prepare 
an HIV prevention mess~ge for the nation's youth and make preparations for visiting an HN 
clinic either in the Bronx, Newark, or elsewhere in the United States. Attached is a list of 
pediatric, adolescent and family HIV clinical sites funded under Title IV of the Ryan White 
CARE Act. 
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~ 	
• ' ,.?,. •, , . 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and thank you once again for your 
personal commitment to ending the HIV epidemic. Please contact David Harvey at the 
Washington office of the Resource Center to coordinate and provide assistance related to 
pediatric and adolescent AIDS awareness week. 

Sincerely, 

.~.&al~ /lv-Pc lku 
Mary Boland, R.N., M.S.N. 	 David C. Harvey, M.S.W 
Director 	 Coordinator for Public P lipy 
Newark, New lers,ey 	 Washington, D.C. 

cc: 	 Donna Shalal~t, Ph.D. 

Kristine Gebbie, R.N., M.S.N. 

Joycelyn Elders, M.D. 


Attachments 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1994 

MEM~llANDU111 TO TOM SHEA, Office m~) I~. 
FROM. 	 Andrew E. Barter, Ph.D. I/Jf'.eA


Office of the Nadonal AIDS Policy Coordinator 


SUB1ECI": ~;~~ name substitution 

Becau~ of the substitution of Sand.y Thurman for Regina Aragon of San Francisco, 
we lost our San ]:rancisc:o pei-son. SiDc::e we have t:h.ree Los Angeles members, we have 
decided to make ;another substitution•. 

We will nDW substitute SleVen Lew of San Francisa>, who is the Executive Director 
of the GAPA COirnmunity'mv Project, for Irvin Chen. Mr. Lew is supported by 

. Congresswoman IN'aney Pelosi, who spoke with both Kristine Gebbie and. Carol Rasco about 
the impo.nanc:e of having a penon from Sail Francisco on the Council. 

If you have any questions, please ealI me at 632-1090. I understand that the d.edsion 
memos arc on their way to Veronica Biggins. Could. we please touch base today so that I 
can assure both R~. Pelosi and carol Rasco that this substitution will lake place as 
requested. : 

Thank YOllI. 

cc: 	 IC:ristine M. C3ebbie, R.N., M.N. 

National AIDS Policy Coordinator 


( 	 . 
Carol R.asc:o, AssiStant to the President for Domestie Policy 

attachment: to Tom Shea • resume of Mr. Lew 

http:I/Jf'.eA


,Eric: 

I am sorry WE:! have missed by phone today i I had talked with 
Sandy this morning about the attached memo saying that Gebbie 
wants to mee1: with someone on NSC before proceeding further; 
,sandy said the person with whom she should meet is you. 

I know Gebbil::! will be trying to contact you due to a meeting 
coming up soon; I thank you in advance for responding to her 

',' call. 

.,.. f!JThanks! 

Carol H. Rasco ~& w-MfcJ 
.2»i.2iiuu~ 
j/7/11 

!(li/w~ 
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~~ _,' ,I;'," , ' 

KRISTI,~E M."GEB.BIE,·
',' 

~···'For '/0, Jr'i~fo,'.',rma'ti,oh-..---""" , " ",' 
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HEMOBANDUM 

'1'0: 	 ThEI record 

!'ROK: 	 G/lt&D/H/HIV-AIDS 

Helene Gayle 


SUBJECT:· 	 Trip report·

Paris, France and Brussels, Belgium 

January 12-15, 1994 


t. \ iurpos,=of Travel 

Paris: To meet with officials from the French Ministry of 
Health and Social Affairs to discuss the proposed French 
Summit on HIV/AIDS. 

Brussels: To attend informal meetings of representatives of 
countries providing external support for the global response 
to HIV/AIDS. 

II. Prinoipal persons oontacted 

Paris 

Monsieur C. La coutier, Advisor to the Minister of State 
for He.:!lth and Social Affairs 


Protesso;a:o 3-1'. Girard, Director General of Health 

Monsieur J-L. Durand-Drouhin, Chief, Direction of 


···.-...--Inte:.t:rutt j anal Relations 
KOl\8ieur O. Guilhou, Ministry'of Foreign Affairs'--' 
Dr. B. Hc)ntaville, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Monsieur R. Simoh, Direction International Relations 
Dr. A. GtJorqe-Guiton, Direction of International Relations 

Brussels 

Represen1:atives trom: 

Donor country members·of the Task Foroe on HIV/AIOS 
Coordinat:ion (Netherlands, Sweden, and USA) and Australis, 
Belgium, canada, Denmark, European Community, France, .. 
Germany, Japan, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Sweden, united Kingdom, and united States. 

III. Ag90mplh:hments 
',:":', 'Paris! 

The p:ropc1sed French Heads of Government summit for the Fight 
Against HIV/AIDS with d.iscussed with members of the French 

. governmel'llt (Ministry of Health and social Welfare and 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs). The principal motive for the 

summit is the need for increased commitment to the global 

response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The preliminary primary 

objectives are: 


• 	 To identity the current obstacles (technical,

managerial, pOlitical, cultural, etc.) to the success 

of a global strategy; 


• 	 To develop an effective strategic approaoh to global 

HIV/AIOS actIvities; and· . 


• 	 To increase the available resources for the global 

res;ponse to the HIV .demic. 


~he meeting w be onvened by Pr me Minister Balladur and 
, is sched·r.tle for June 17, 1994. iefs of the governments

providin't1 th principal exte support for HIV/AIDS 
activiti.es wi • The current list of countries 
to be in{vited include the United states, Sweden, Canada. The 
United Kingdom, Norway, France, Denmark, Germany, the 
Netherla,l'1ds, switzerland, Japan, European community, Russia 
(definitta) Finland Australia, Italy, BelgiulU, Spain and 
portugal (to be decided). The importance of high level 
particip,!ltion of the United states was emphasized. The 
invitatif~n will go to Vice President Gore and participation
from the Department ot state (Counselor Wirth), Department 
of Healtb and Human' etary Shalala or Assistant 
Secretar~r Lee) USAID (Administ ator Atwood) is desired. 
TWO preplira ry meetinqs are pIann d. The first will take 
placELtlal _ ~Y_2LIt:n(t 28/J~~~_!_~~ aris and is envisioned to 
be a meet.! 0 approximatel .1ndlvlduarS-wrtn-experience 
in internatio ties from developed and 
developing oountries 0 provide initial input on (1) 
strateqi(l approaches and obstacles; (2) effective 
organizat:ion and coordination; and (3) t -e.",....:;.,n~e-e-d·s~a,...n--­
resource mobilization. Traveller wa nvited to participate 
in this llleeting. The second meetinq April 1 and a, 1994 
will include approximately 120 expert nting 
developed and developing oountries qovernme . 
discuss ~Ind .provide· in u e issues to be Bubmitted to 
the Heads, of Gov nt at the s mit in June. In 
addition, me rs of the French Go ernmant will travel to 
Washingtcln ebruary 7 and 8 to d the summit with USG 
officiale; • 

Traveller' disoussed and provided input on the objectives,. 
content a.nd organization of,· the summit. Concerns were . 
raised about the short tillla period available for organizing· 

.' ~ 

a meeting' that will accomplish the stated objectives and ... ..... .. 
included the desired level of participation. The organizers, ­
are aware that they have very limited time., but would like ..:.. 

http:activiti.es
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to aim for the June meeting while the momentum and 
commitment within the French government is strong- The 
organizers hope to send the invitations and the offioial 
cable describinq the summit next ~eek. 

J2russels: 

The objectives of the informal donors meeting were: 

• 	 to discuss and provide an update on the study of a 

joint and co-sponsored UN HIV/AIDS programme arid the 

favored optionl 


• 	 to plan strategy for approval of the study and the 

preferred option in upcoming governing bodies, 

including the Bxecutive Board of the World Health 

organization which begins next weeki and 


• 	 to discuss a process towards implementation of this 

pr.ogram. 


Additionally, the Advisor to the Minister of State for 
Health and Social Welfare and the Director General of Health 
(France) attended the meeting to discuss the plans for the 
Frenoh HIV/AIDS summit. 

A report was provided on the status of the study for the 00­
sponsored HIV/AIDS program. As a result of the UN 
interagency conSUltative process, a consensus was reached 
among the secretariats of the five UN organizations (WHO, 
UNICEF~,--'fJN·DP,-UNFPA·· and UNESCO) favor.ing-.!!J:)pti.oJl .. A" ,the 
option with a unified secretariat consisting of the 
headquarter activities of these organizations. The World 
Bank, while generally preferring this option, believes that' 
it needs to be further developed and improved. The general 
consensu;s at the meetinq was also in favor of a unified 
secretariat that used Option A as a basis, but also felt 
that. the:re were se"eral issues that needed to be clarified. 
Major is;5lUesthat were raised included: 

• . 	 Need. to work towards '~co-ownershipll of the program 
amo:ng the co-sponsoring partners1 

• 	 Pin,anoial arrangements, and' cost of the proposed
option; 

"'::'," . ", ," . :' . .... , .. 
• 	 Gov.arnance, 

• 	 Nee.:! for more discussion of the content of the pro9'ram·;··.·.~: >',:' 
including need for a forum for discussion of technical,' ..• '. 
str,ateqic and policy issues; 
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• 	 COUI'ltry level mechanism: 

• 	 Pro(::ess for selection of the director of the new 
pro(~ram; 

• 	 Det~~rxnination of s:taffing patterns fer the new program
and the remaining staff working on HIV activities 
within the co-sponsoring organizationst and 

.. 	 World Bank involvement. 

It was p:t'opoeed that the process for finalizing details and 
working 'towards operationalizinq the program would be 
faci1ita'ced by the continued involvement of the Task Force 
on HIV/A:IOS coordination and t.he ON interagency working 
group. 'rhe addition of a senior level consultant with 
experien.oe and knowledge of the UN system -to work with the 
Task Force and the UN interagency workinq group was 
suggeste l:! • 

A resolu't.ion for endorsement of the unified secretariat 
option with a process to work out the details will be 
introduc,ed at the El(ecut.ive Board next week and in the 
subsequent. governing bodies of the other relevant 
organizations. 

IV. 	 ~lusion§/Recommen~tions 

1. 	 The Frenoh HIV/AIDS summit has potential to have a 
positive impact on mobilizing support, politieal 

--_.- "·-conimitltfent---and- a more· -8ffeet:bl6-a:tz:a.t_e.g,iCLjll:>E!'~aoh to 
the global HIV/AIOS epidemio. 

2. 	 US collaboration and participation at multiple levels 
will be critioal to the success of the summit. 

3. 	 Because of the desired participation of multiple USG 
Departments/Agencies, a focal point within the 
government wo~ld facilit.ate coordinated USG 
.involvement. 

USG should work with other member states at the. 
relevant governing bodies (WHO, UNICEF, t1NESCO,UNOP 
EC050C) to work towards the endorsement, refinement and 
operationalization of the unified secretariat option of. 
the joint and co-sponsored UN HIV/AIDS programs.' 

",' ',,. . 

.. ....' 

http:experien.oe
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Office of tJbe National AIDS Policy Coordinator 


• 

Executive Office of the President 
750 17th Street, N.W.. Suite 1060 

Washington, D.C_ 20500 

Phone: (202)632·1090 

Fax: (202)632-1096 


Deliver To: .u:~~~t..;..~~_~;;.."U>_._'"____ 


Sent From: 


,,/ Kristine Gebbi1e. RN, MN; National AIDS Policy Coordinator 


Number of Pages: _1 l' Cover Fax Number: is' 2.la6 Date:____ 

Message: 

~~1k~.~ ~'a¥ ~~~ 
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THE WHiTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Pebruary 15, 1994 

'1'01 	 Nancy Bernreiob 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Appointments and Scheduling 

FROM: 	 ltristine .N. Gebbie, R.N., X.N. 
National AIDS polic~ Coordinator 

SUBJECT: 	 Wh:l.tman-Walker Clinic AIDSWALX 94 

I. 	 ACTION: The Whitman-Walker Clinic has requested that POTUS 
and PLO~t'O'S serve as honorary eo-chairs ,for the AIDSWALIt 94, 
an annuiLl fundraising event for the clinic and other 
eODmlUllit~y based AIDS service organizations. The event, a 10 
kilometElr walk, is scheduled for September 24, 1994. 

II. 	 BACKGRO~~: Because of its size and diversity, the 
Washingtion-area represents all the challenges of the 
BIV/AIDS. This is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate 
support for BIV/AIOS within the context of health care 
refo~, and the Federal bUdget commitment to BIV/AIDS care. 
research, and prevention. The National AIDS Policy 
Coordinator will partiCipate in the actual event and deliver 
a speech that includes these key points. 

While cr,iticisms have alleged that Whitman-walker does not 
have a d:l.verse base, the agency has wide diversity in both 
staff ani! clients, and the AIDSWALJ: 94 cOlIDlittee is 
represenl::a.tive of the entire Washington community. 

III. 	RBCOJOI.B:Nl)A'l'ION: The President and First Lady consent to be 
honorary co-chairs for 'the Whitman-Walker Clinic AIDSWALlC 
94. 

IV.. 	 DECISION: 

_Appro",,'e _Approve as amended Reject No action 

Enclosure 



TH E WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 3, 1994 

MEMORANDUM. 'l~O CAROL RASCO 

FROM: 	 Kr'istine M. Gebb,ie, R.N., M.N. W.~~~ 
Na.tional AIDS Po:licy Coordinat,or 

As our past conversations would indicate, I have assumed key 
responsibili.ty for coordinating the U.S. position and activities 
related to t.he proposed Heads'of State HIV/AIDS Summit for 17 
donor natioIl.s (and some recipient countries) in June 1994 in 
Paris. The purpose of the Summit is to develop a worldwide 
action plan against HIV/AIDS. At this juncture, however, there 
is no agenda" and no formal invitations have been extended. 

In my assessment, in addition to its stated purpose, the meeting 
is intended to provide some cover for the French because of the' 
tainted blood scandal last year and the upcoming elections. The 
Summit idea, nonetheless, is not without merit: 

The urg'ent needs of the epidemic; 
The problems posed by weak health infrastructures; 
Cultural and social conditions; 
The tendency of some countries to ignore AIDS as a 
development issuei and 
Supports objectives of other international HIV/AIDS efforts. 

My concerns are that such an effort not create redundancies with 
existing international structures, such as the United Nations, or 
that it not upstage the Tenth International Conference on AIDS in 
Yokohama in August (Japan has already expressed this concern). 

~.~ I will continue my work with Department of State, Department of 
.~ tf' Health and Human Service, and U. S. AID to coordinate the U. S. 

response. Representatives from the key agencies met this week. 
~Jl There is a proposed April technical meeting in Paris, and some 
' discussions have been given to the idea of an HIV/AIDS statement 

at the August G-7 meeting. Let me know if you have questions.~~ 1;:;000 W a£vnw~ (fill J) A.. J. . .- . 
\1\ AlL~: T<?ny ~a.kb rv '-'fl1!L ro I' l(l~ ,J,,, A-.11 ~ I I .J,"lilA .. 

....,1'vrv T1m W1rth 	 vtT~ (JV / ~ 

~. 

http:responsibili.ty
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THE: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASH I NGTO N 

March 3, 1994 

MEMORANDUM TO CAROL RASCO' 

FROM; 	 Kr:i.stine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N. 1V.. ~c:..u.. ~ 
Na'tional AIDS Policy Coordinator 

SUBJECT: 	 Af:l:'ican American' Religious Leaders HIV/AIDS Summit and 
Press Conference 

February 28, ONAP, along with.Suzan Johnson-Cook and Ben Johnson 
(OPL) , sponsored a HIV/AIDS'summit for more than 50 African 
American religious leaders. The purpose of the Summit was to 
educate the clergy on HIV/AIDS, but also to encourage greater 
commitment to partnerships with the Federal government. 

The Summit created some momentum that I plan to harness, and also 
illuminated some specific areas that need work. For instance, 
the need to: 

Facilitate some institutional changes that provide a greater 
voice for the African American clergy, and the minority 
community generally, in state and local planning and 
resource allocation. 

Identify ways to help religious institutions overcome the 
social and cultural b.arriers within the church that prevent 
more compassionate ministry to people affected by HIV/AIDS. 

Continl:Le to target prevention messages in new ways that 
reach at-risk populations. 

ParticipantEI signed the attached proclamation that declares war 
on HIV (attilched) during the press conference, which was attended 
by mainstrecLm, African American and gay press. The summit was a 
precursor tC) the 3rd annual March 6 Black Chu:rch National Day of 
Prayer ,for the Healing of AIDS, which is a national unified day 
of prayer ill African American' churches. The attendance list and 
Summit agen<'la are also attached. 

Attachments 

cc: 	 Suzan .Johnson- Cook 
Ben Johnson 
Keith lBoykin 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON, DC 


February 28, 1994 

Agenda 
The African American Religious LeadelrS Summit on HIV/AIDS 


8:00 a.m. Assemble 

9:00 a.m. White HOlllSe 


Complex Tour 


9:30 a.m. White HOlllSe 


Conference Center 


10:00 a.m. HIV/AIDS: 

Health & Medical Perspectives 


10:15 a.m. HIV/AIDS: 

Political PerspectiveliJ 


10:30 a.m. HIV/AIDS: 

The.Faces 


10:45 a.m. Break 


11:00 a.m. HIV/AIDS: 

Theological Perspectives 


12:30 p.m. LUNCH 

1:30 p.m. 
P~ CONFERENCE 

Lobby of The Old Executive Office of The White House Complex 
17 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 
Continental Breakfast, The Indian Treaty Room, 4th Floor 
Greetings: Suzan Johnson Cook, White House Fellow, 
Domestic Policy Analysis· 
Blessing of the Food' Rev. Cecily P. Broderick Y.Guerra, 
St. John Episcopal Church, Hempstead, U 

Introduction & Welcome 
Kristine Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Pernessa Seele, Founder/C.E.O., The Balm In Gilead, Inc. 
Summit Moderator 
The Rev. Canon Frederick Williams, The National Chairperson 
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS 
Opening Prayer, Rev. Terri Griffin-Price, 
Riverview Baptist Church, Richmond, Virginia 
Solo, Claude Jay Jones, II, "There Is A Balm In Gilead" 

Denise Stokes, Atlanta, GA 
Phill Wilson, Los Angeles, CA 

Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Pastor, The Riverside Church, 
New York City, "Hard Talk: Breaking the Silence" 

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr., Pastor, Trinity United Church of 

Christ, Chicago, Ill, "The Truth About Health Care & HIV from the 

African American Perspective" 

Rev. Patricia Reeberg, Executive Director, Council of Churches 

of the City of NY, "Ideals & Practical Solutions: Healing Resources 

in the Black Church Tradition" . 


Rev. Dr. John Hurst Adams, Founder & Chairman Emeritus, 

The Congress of National Black Churches; Presiding Bishop, 

African Methodist Episcopal Church, "The Black Church 

Participation In the Political Process of the HIV/AIDS Crisis" 


The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of 
AIDS & Signing of "The African American Clergy Declaration of 
War on HIV/AIDS" : 



<:'!... 1J,lrochunnlhm from 

THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC. 
An O,,4'1iulitllf JNiiC4UJ If) HNllin,lht /tfrir41f Awtnirdn CommllrtifJ 

rh",.t/t P,4J"' HtIIl,h Edllw;"" a"J AtJ-iUJ 

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CLERGY'S DECLARATION OF WAR ON HIVI AIDS 

emhe time 4,ts come to!t an 10 face Ihe deplh of devaslation caused by AIDS in Ihe African 
~American community; to l'I!Cognile that African Americans are ~ mosl disproportionately represented communiry of color wilh 

...:speclIO HIVIAlDS; Ihal AIDS continues 10 be Ihe leading cause of dealh nalionwide of African American men berween Ihe ages of 35 
and 44. and of African American women .berween Ihe ages of 25 and 44: Ihat Ihe number of leenagers infecled with HIV nearly doubles 
each year; and that each and every American 'Im!?WS someone. ,or in the next 12 monlhs will know someone who has died ofAIDS." 

mqe ~fricttn !,-nt£ritttlt iJ!qurrq has a long and distinguished Iradition of leading ils people 10 lighr in rimes of greal sufTer­
ing. and of caring for ils parishionm. It has a proud history of paslOral activism and has proven ilself a formidable mobilizer of congrega­
lions. bUI Ihe time has come loday 1:0 recognize'lhal as far as our churches have come in Ihe nighl, there are SlepS yel 10 go before dawn;, 
Ihat the African American religious communiry. despile this legacy. has 100 long been negligenl on Ihe moS! pressing subject of 
AIDS/HIY. The church's godly mis:;ion is 10 minisrer love and support 10 ils congregalions. and 10 forsake no one. yel. until today. il has 
not assumed its proper mantle of rc:.ponsibiliry in this time of chaos caused by the ravages of AIDS to mind. body and soul of our people. 

~oEn. tqertforr. Ene. the le"ders of African American churches in America. deem il necessary to acknowledge by means of this 
proclamation that only Ihrough stalwart commitmenl. slrenglh of mind and courage of heart on the part of Ihe religious communiry can 
we ever hope 10 combal Ihe AIDS epidemic. By this proclamation. we declare our intent to do all in our power to eradicate the scourge of 
AIDS in our lime; 10 wage a war on fear and ignorallce ofAIDS/HIV. from the pulpit and in (lur institulions. until such a rime as AIDS 
is no longer a Ihrcatto Ihe lives of ,he people. and we call upon our fcllow clergy. men and women. [0 do the same. 

lite. mrmben. of tqe clergy of African American churches in America. recognizing that as long as one human being remains uned­
ucated. as long as one human being suffers from AIDS. it is one tOO many. vow to develop comprehensive AIDS prevention programs for 
our youlh: to de'\'elop effective AIDS awareness and prevention mategies for and with our congregations and communities; to provide 
supportive counseling to Persons Living wilb AIDS and to their non-infected families and loved ones; and to preach consciousness-raising 
sermons about AIDS prevenrion and compassion for 311. regardless of sexual orienration. drug dependency, or lifestyle choices. 

lite fudqermore affirm (lur commitmenr 10 working wilh gr.ssrool< organizalions. corporations. and governmental bodies on 
Ihe federal. Slate and municipallevds 10 secure generous financial support ofAIDS awareness and prevenrion and to educate our congre­
gations in those programs: and (0 work throughoul our own institutions. the seminaries and schools of theology, to combat silence on the 
subject of AIDS and promote an er,lightened. non-judgmental clergy. unimpeded in the war on AIDS by nonplOducrivc biases. 

:me furtqerm.orr ttffirm our commitment to idenlifying langible goals and means of assessing progress on those goals. formulat­
ing policy. and engaging in advocacy on behalf of our communities with respect to the issues around AIDS. 

lite fudqermorr ttffirm our suppon for The Black Chufch Nationai Day of Prayer fOf the Healing of AIDS as a vehicle for 
mobilizing African American religious institutions to fight AIDS through prayer. education. and advocacy nationwide. 

me fudqermort ttffirm lhat from Ihis day forward. we tesolve to open our eyes and .cknowledge Ihose persons among us living 
with AIDS and their families and I"ved ones. and 10 encourage others [0 sec; to open our cars 10 their voices among us. and to insist that 
olhers hear; 10 open our hearts in compassion. and expect others ro do the same. and in so doing. cast off the denial thaI has hindered our 
churches in Ihe past. and in so doing move forward with a sense of divine mission to educale our communilies. our congregations and our 
fellow clergy about AIDS. and in s,' doing. sayatlasl. 

Surely, there is a balm in GikaJ. 

:lIn Enitnes5 Enqereof. we have hereunto SCt our hand this rwenry-eighth of February. in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
ninery four. on [he occasion of the first African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS. convened by The Balm In Gilead. 
'Inc.• al the White House. in Washington. District of Columbia. 
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BIOGRAPmCAL BRIEFS OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
IN ATIENDANCE 

BISHOP JOHN HURST ADAMS is Senior Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church of the South Carolina Area 
and Founder-Chairman Emerinls of the Congress of National Black Churches. He is Past President of Paul Quinn College 
in Waco, Texas, as well as the: A.M.E. Church General Board and Council of Bishops. Bishop Adams is the recipient 
of numerous honors since his election to the episcopacy, including the NAACP Community Leadership Award, the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference Ecumenical.Leadership. Award, and. several honorary degrees.. 

REV. DR. LEROY ATTLES, SR. is Pastor of St. Paul. African Methodist Episcopal Church. in Cambridge, MA. He 
provides field education supervision to graduate students at Boston University School.ofTheology, Conwell Theological. 
Seminary, and Harvard Divinity School, and is a member of the President's Advisory Committee of Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary. During his 30-year career in the ministry, Dr. Attles has pastored at four churches. 

BISHOP JOSEPH BENJAMIN BETHEA is Resident Bishop of the United Methodist Church in Columbia, SC. Before 
his election to the episcopacy, he twice served as District Superintendent in North Carolina. Bishop Bethea has served 
on numerous church and jurisdictional agencies and is a trustee of the Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, GA. 
In 1993, he was presented with the Order of the Palmetto by Governor Carroll Campbell. 

REV. CECILY PATRICIA BRODERICK Y GUERRA is Rector of Saint John's Church in Hempstead, NY, founded 
in 1902 by African Americans and Native Americans who were unwelcome elsewhere. She is formerly the Canon for 
Pastoral Work at New York's Cathedral ofSaint John the Divine, and was the first female priest for Saint Philip's Church 
in Harlem, the second oldest black Episcopal church in the U.S. Rev. Broderick Y Guerra has served on numerous civic 
and religious committees, including the Board of Governors for The Long Island Council of Churches. 

REV. HOWARD A. BRYANT, SR. is Executive Director of the National Black Presbyterian Caucus of the Presbyterian 
Church. He has pastored at churches in California, New York, and New Jersey, and is presently serving as the interim 
Pastor at the Memorial West Presbyterian Church in Newark. He is a member of the NAACP. 

REV. DR. J. JEROME COOPER is President of the Board of Directors for the Ecumenical Information AIDS Resource 
Center, a coalition of churches:, community, and campus organizations located in North Central Philadelphia. He has been 
instrumental in establishing several other organizations in the city including the Mayor's Police Clergy Organization and 
People's Commuity Develope:rs Corporation. Dr. Cooper has served as Pastor of Berean Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia for 30 years. 

DR. MARGARET JOAN COUSIN is the First Lady of the First Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. She is widely recogni;:ed for her innovative Afro-American Studies programs, and for the establishment of AIDS 
education programs throughollit the First and Eleventh Districts of the A.M.E. Church. Dr. Cousin is the recipient for 
numerous awards and honors tilr her work in AIDS education, including a Presidential Citation for AIDS Prevention from 
President George Bush,. a Citation from the Congress on Disease Control, and Humanities Awards from the City of 
Miami and Birmingham. 

REV. JEROME B. DORSEY is Director for African American Ministries in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America's Commission for Multicultural Ministries. The commission assists the Church in working toward the goal of 
full partnersh'ip and participation of African Americans, Asians, Hispanics and Native Americans in the life of the church 
and society. Ordained in 1983, Rev. Dorsey formerly served as Pastor of New Life Lutheran Church in College Park, 
GA. 
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*NELL BRAXTON GIBSON is Director of Parish-based Services for the Episcopal Mission Society. She was formerly 
Executive Assistant to the Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New York.. Ms. Gibson serves in a leadership capacity on 
several church and civic organizations, including The Balm In Gilead, Inc., the Board of St. Mary's AIDS Center, and 
the Diocese of New York Task Force on Racism.. She is the recipient of an honorary doctorate from Berkeley Divinity 
School at Yale University. . 

*MARY L. GRANT is Executive Director of the Robert Ross Johnson Family Life Center in Queens, NY, where she 
directs 35 programs serving over 400 children and families. She is an active member of St. Albans Congregational United 
Church of Christ, serving on several committees and corporate boards. Before assuming stewardship of the Center, Ms. 
Grant taught for 16 years with the New York City Board ,of Education; , 

*SUZANNE ISHEE serves as Producer of Special Projects for Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS., She received the 
1992 Drama Desk Award for her work as creator/producer of Broadway's Annual Easter Bonnet Competition, an event 
which raised over $2 million for BC/EFA. An actor with numerous Broadway and regional credits, she recently appeared 
in the Broadway and Toronto productions of Phantom of the Overa. 

DR. ELIAS FARAJAJE-JONES is an Associate Professor of History of Religions at Howard University School of 
Divinity. A scholar, activist, and author, Dr. Farajaje-Jones is the first openly bisexual theologian of African descent to 
break the silence of the black church on homosexualitylbisexuality and AIDS-centered issues. His course on the sociology 
of AIDS and the black church was the first of its kind in the United States, and included the training of students as HIV 
educators and test counselors. He has lectured widely on issues of gender, sexuality and AIDS as they relate to the 
church, and is a member of the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians. 

DR. JAMES ALEXANDER FORBES, JR. is Senior Minister of The Riverside Church in New York City. Prior to 
assuming the pastorate, he was the Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching at Union Theological Seminary. Dr. Forbes 
previously served as Director of Education at Interfaith Metropolitan Theological Education, Inc. in Washington, D.C. 
He has served on the boards of numerous voluntary organizations, including the Richmond Urban League of Virginia, 
and is the recipient of several honorary degrees. 

REV. DR. MICHAEL ANGELO FRENCHER, SR. is Pastor of the Trinity A.M.E. Zion church in Greensboro, NC. 
Ordained a Deacon in 1977 aJild an Elder in 1979, Dr. Frencher has pastored at several churches in North and South 
Carolina. He currently serves in numerous capacities in the West Central North Carolina Conference, and is a member 
of the Greensboro Branch NAACP. 

REV. DONALD GILMORE :is a member of the Ac!ministrative Review Board, the Committee on Ordained Ministry, 
and the Board of Ordained MiJilistry for the Missouri West Conference. A committed social activist, he is also a member 
of the VNA Hospice AIDS Adiilisory Board and the Ryan White Advisory Board, both of Kansas City, and was previously 
Chairman of Orange County Human Rights Commission in Goshen, NY. Rev. Gilmore has served as Pastor of Trinity 
UM Church in White Plains, NY and Plum Street UM Church in Abilene, TX. 

REV. DR. WILLIE E. GIVENS JR. is Pastor of First Baptist Church in Sumnerville, SC. A longtime member of several 
religious, civic and fraternal organizations, Dr. Givens is 1st Vice President of the South Carolina Baptist Education and 
Missionary Convention, and Past President of the South Carolina Education and Missionary Baptist Brotherhood 
Convention. 

DR. J. CURTIS GOAR, JR. is Director of Family, Youth and Children Services for Action for Bridgeport Community 
Development, Inc. in Connecticut and Senior Minister of the Body of Christ Ministry International. An author of several 
publications, Dr. Goar has lectured throughout the world. He is Regional Director of the Association ofChristian Truckers. 
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WILLIAM C. GRESHAM is the Vice President of the Minority Task Force on AIDS (MTFA), Harlem's oldest 
community based AIDS service provider. As the Director of Council Affairs of the Private Industry Council of New 
York City, Inc. Mr. Gresham is the official representative of the volunteer Chairman and Chief Executive Officer and 
its board of directors. His professional responsibilities of assisting the PIC in overseeing the largest federal job training 

.allocation in the nation for the economically disadvantaged, mirror his personal commitment to improving the lives and 
conditions of the less fortunate. 

REV. DR. TERRIE GRIFFIN··PRICE is the Founder and CEO of HEAL, Inc. of Virginia, a volunteer-based Afrlcan­
American HIV/AIDS service ;agency that has presented HIV prevention education to over 15,000 African-American 
women, Dien and youth in metropolitan Richmond. Her training curriculum; .. AIDS and the Black Church:' Equipping 
the Saints for the Work of Milllistry," is being piloted through the Evans-Smith Leadership Institute. Dr. Griffin-Price 
is Assistant Pastor of Riverview Baptist Church and serves on the pastoral staff of the Fifth Street Baptist Church, both 
of Richmond. 

REV. DR. FORREST E. HARRIS, SR. is the Director of the Kelly Miller Smith Institute on African American Church 
Studies and Assistant Dean for Student Life at the Vanderbilt Divinity School. An author and frequent public speaker, 
Dr. Harris is Pastor of the Pleasant Green Baptist Church and President of the Interdenominational Ministers Fellowship, 
both in Nashville, TN. He serves on the board of directors of several organizations, including the United Way and the 
Nashville Chapter of the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 

REV. DR. ALVIN O'NEAL JACKSON is the Senior Pastor of the Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church of Memphis, 
TN, the largest Disciple congregation in the U.S. and Canada. He is a member of the Board of Trustees and Past· 
President of the National Convocation of the Christian Church, and a member of the Board of Directors of Overseas 
Ministries of the Christian Church. 

REV. CAROL A. JOHNSON is Founder and Co-Coordinator of Harvard AIDS Ministries, an outgrowth of an AIDS 
Ad· Hoc committee comprised of students, faculty, and staff, and a third year Master of Divinity student at Harvard 
Divinity School. She is a member of the Massachusetts Women of color AIDS Council, and a past board member of the 
National Black Women's Health Project and the National Coalition of Black Lesbians and Gays. 

REV. SAM E. JOHNSON is Founder and Director of Friendship Ministries, Inc. in Macon, GA, a community-based 
organization dedicated to crisis outreach. Its programs include drug and AIDS awareness. homelessness prevention, and 
violence intervention. Rev. Johnson is the former Pastor of Comer Stone Missionary Baptist Church and Greater Bethel 
Baptist Church in Georgia. He is one of the leading advocates of HIVIAIDS awareness in middle Georgia. 

REV. DR. BARBARA LEWIS KING is the Founder-Minister of Hillside Chapel and Truth Center in Atlanta, GA, a 
nondenominational ecumenical ministry which Dr. King began in her living room and which has grown to a congregation 
of 5,000. She is the International President of the International Congress of Women Ministry and Trustee of the Christian 
Council of metro Atlanta. In 1'992, she was appointed Chair of the Community Relations Commission and Co-Chair of 
the Atlanta Religious Mobilization Against Crime by Mayor Maynard Jackson. Dr. King is the author of six books. 

REV. H. MICHAEL LEMMONS is Executive Director of The Congress of National Black Churches, Inc., a voluntary 
nonprotit religious organizatiun designed to promote Christian unity, charity and fellowship among the member 
denominations. He has pastored at A.M.E. churches in Maryland and Washington, D.C. and has served on the boards 
of numerous civic groups including the Mayor's Task Force on Substance Abuse, the Annapolis Housing Authority, and 
the Human Relations Commission. Rev. Lemmons is listed in Who's Who in America and Who's Who Among Black 
America. 
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REV. DR. JOSEPH ECHOLS LOWERY is the Chair of the National Black Leadership Forum and President of the 
historic Southern Christian Le~lidership Conference, which he cofounded with Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and others. 
A civil rights leader for four decades, Dr. Lowery was also among the vanguard in protesting the U.S: investment in 
apartheid South Africa. He also> served as pastor of United Methodist churches in Alabama and Georgia for 45 years. Dr. 
Lowery's many international honors for his work in human rights include the Martin Luther King Nonviolent Peace Prize 
and the World Peace Council Award of the German Democratic Republic.. 

REV. JULIA MAYO-QUINLAN is Pastor of the Chinese United Methodist Church in New York's Chinatown. She has 
also served as chaplain in the New York City Department of Corrections, and as a hospice chaplain. Rev. Mayo-Quinlan 
has served on several church committees includingthe:Commission·on Higher Education,.andis on the Board of Directors 
of Women's Advocacy Ministry.' . 

REV. DR. BILL MCGILL is Founder. and. Senior Pastof.of the Fellowship:of Faith Baptist Church in Des Moines, IA. 
An ardent supporter of liberation theology, he created P.E.A.C.E., People Educated about AIDS Creates Empathy, a 
program of education and compassion towards the HIV/AIDS crisis. Dr. McGill is the youngest President Emeritus of 
the NAACP nationwide, and now serves as Vice President of the Iowa/Nebraska State Conference of NAACP Branches. 

DR. MEGAN S. MCLAUGHLIN is Executive Director and CEO of the Federation of Protestant Welfare AgenCies, a 
70-year-old association of more than 250 voluntary health and welfare agencies in metro New York. The author of 
numerous studies on welfare policy, foster children, and African/Caribbean-American families, Dr. McLaughlin is a 
former senior program officer at The New York Community Trust, the nation's largest community foundation. She has 
received numerous awards for her distinguished work in human services. 

REV. TIMOTHY P. MITCHELL is Pastorof the 'Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church of Flushing, NY. Widely­
respected by the religious community for his leadership abilities, he was nominated by the Eastern Baptist Association 
as Vice Moderator of Queens in 1992. Dr. Mitchell's community activities include the Wards Island Homeless outreach 
program and the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Care Center. He is and a longtime advocate of civil rights and joined Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1961 Albany, GA struggle for peace and justice. 

DR. CLARENCE G. NEWSOME is Dean of the Howard School of Divinity in Washington, D.C., Joining the ranks 
of such noted leaders as Dr. Be:lljamin Elijah Mays, he has guiding the school to a position of leadership in the U.S. and 
Canada since his appointment in 1992. Dr. Newsome has served on the boards of numerous scholarly and voluntary 
organizations, including the North American-European Theological Seminar of the American Academy of Religion, and 
is currently Chair of the Executive Committee of the Washington Theological Consortium. He is the author of a number 
of articles on religious biography. 

*SILAS NORMAN, JR., M.D. is Medical Director at Wayne County Jail, Detroit, MI and Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Medicine and Community Medicine at Wayne State University School of Medicine. He is Board Chairman of 
Community Health Awareness Group and a Board Member of Southeastern Michigan HIV/AIDS Coordinating Council, 
and is active on several other church and civil organizations. Dr. Norman is also Deacon at Hartford Memorial Baptist 
C~reh. ­

REV. TYRONE S. PITTS is General Secretary of the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc., and the chief 
administrative officer of the COlr),vention. He is the former director of Racial Justice, Division of Church and Society for 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and has served in leadership positions at several church 
organizations. His numerous affiliations include the Baptist World Alliance, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
West, and the Los Angeles Hospital and Prison Ministry. 
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BISHOP NORMAN N. QUICK serves the Church of God in Christ as the prelate of the State of Rhode Island. He is 
Pastor of Childs Memorial Temple in New York City, and President of the National Publishing Board. Bishop Quick is 
also Past President of the Council of Churches of the City of New York, and currently serves as Chair of the Council's 
Board of Trustees, overseeing its enterprises in New York. He is active in numerous organizations, locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

REV. PATRICIA A. REEBERG is Chief Executive Officer of the Council of Churches of the City of New York and 
Assistant Pastor at The St. Paul Baptist Church in Manhattan. She was appointed by fonner Mayor David N. Diilkins 
to serve as a Commissioner 011 the Civilian Complaint Review Board, and also serves. on several boards and advisory 
committees including Harlem Churches for Community Improvement,Jnc;, and' New York State Governor's Committee 
on Scholastic Achievement. 

REV. DR. W. FRANKLYN RICHARDSON"a world-renowned minister"has preached extensively.on,six continents. 
He is General Secretary for the National Baptist Convention, and a member of both the General Council of the Baptist 
World Alliance, and the governing board of the National Council of Churches. Ordained for the Christian ministry early 
in life, Dr. Richardson was caJled to the full time pastorate at the age of 19. He is Pastor of the historic Grace Baptist 
Church in Mt. Vernon, NY, Chair of the Drug Prevention Council of the City of Mt. Vernon, and President of the 
United Black Clergy of Mt. Vlernon. 

REV. DR. EDWIN C. SANDERS, II is the Senior Servant and Founder of the Metropolitan Interdenominational Church 
in Nashville, TN, and responsible for all pastoral duties. He is a former Director of the Southern Prison Ministry in 
Nashville, and a member ofthtl NAACP, the Nashville Urban League, and the Board of Trustees of Wesleyan University 
in Connecticut. 

REV. DR. GARY V. SIMPSON is Senior Pastor of The Concord Baptist Church of Christ in Brooklyn, NY and former 
Pastor of the Calvary Baptilit Church of Morristown, NJ. A longtime community advocate, he has served as 
Commissioner for the New York City Foster Care Commission and is a member of the Progressive National Baptist 
Convention and the National Council of Churches. Dr. Simpson has preached extensively throughout the U.S. 

REV. DR. DIANE SMALLEY is the Assistant to the Pastor, The Rev. Dr. Charles A. Adams, at Hartford Memorial 
Baptist Church in Detroit, MI. She is also Campus Minister with United Ministries in Higher Education, serving students, 
faculty, and staff at Eastern Michigan University. 

REV. JONATHAN R. STAPLES is Associate Minister at Memorial Baptist Church in New York City, and Senior 
Program Associate on the Chulrch Desk of the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies. He was a Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Fellow at Stanford Univel~sity, and is the recip,ient of the Byrd Prize for Preaching from Princeton Theological 
Seminary. 

REV. DR. JACK SULLIVAN, JR. is Associate for Racial/Ethnic and Multicultural Educational Ministries for the 
Division of Homeland Ministries, where he develops resources which reflect the cultures and perspectives of the 
denomination's multiethnic constituencies. He is also Dean of the Harambee College of Mission and Ministry of the 
National Convocation of the Christian Church. Dr. Sullivan was previously Associate Regional Minister of the Christian 
Church of Mid-America, one IJf the Disciples' units. 

REV. MERIANN TAYLOR i,s Associate Pastor at the Metropolitan Interdenominational Church in Nashville, TN. She 
is also Chaplain and Counselor at Nashville's Council on AIDS Resources, Education & Services, which is a local 
convener of the Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS. 
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REV. DR. KWASI ANTHONY THORNELL is Assistant Rector of the Calvary Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. 
He has been on the boards of several church and civic organizations, including the Council of Churches of Greater 
Washington, the Washington Episcopal Clergy Association, and the Committee on Public Education, in D.C. Dr. Thornell 
is an HIV/AIDS education ttiliner, and has served on the ministerial staff of Washington National Cathedral and St. 
Stephen's Episcopal Church irl St. Louis.' . 

DR. RICHARD L. TOLLIVER is Rector of St. Edmund's Episcopal Church in Chicago, IL and President and CEO of 
St. Edmund's RedevelopmeDlt Corporation. He currently serves as the National President of the Union of Black 
Episcopalians, and is a forml~r Associate Director of the U.S. Peace Corps in Kenya and the Country Director in 
Mauritania. Dr. Tolliver is listed in Who's Who Among Black Americans~ 

DR. HAROLD DEAN TRULEAR is Dean of Masters' Programs and Professor of Church. and Society at New YOL. 
Theological Seminary. He has, held faculty positions at Jersey City State College, Drew University and Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Associ:ate Pastor of Community Baptist Church of Love in Paterson, NJ, Dr. Trulear also serves· 
on the Board of Directors of the Center for Urban Theological Studies in Philadelphia. 

THE RT. REV. ORRIS G. WALKER, JR. is the VIIth Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island, a multiracial, multicultural 
community of faith. Among the numerous leadership positions he holds on religiOUS and civic organizations, Bishop 
Walker is Board chairman of the Interfaith Medical Center, and Chairman of the Board of Managers of the Episcopal 
Health Services. Nationally, he has chaired the Committee on Constitution in the House of Bishops and the Task Force 
for the RecruibDent, Training and Deployment of Black Clergy for the National Church's Commission on Black 
Ministries. Bishop Walker holds honorary doctorates in Canon Law and Divinity from Berkeley Divinity School at Yale 
and the General Theological Seminary. 

REV. DR. PRESTON R. WASHINGTON SR. is President and CEO of Harlem Churches for Community Improvement, 
Inc. HCCI is committed to reaoring a wholesome quality of living to the community by providing over 750 affordable 
housing units, health and social services, education and employment, and spiritual empowerment. It also has an AIDS 
initiative for some 40 familie:;. Dr. Washington is Pastor of the Memorial Baptist Church in Harlem, an ecumenical 
organization of Christian and Muslim congregations, and the author of two books on the black church. 

REV. CANON FREDERICK WILLIAMS is the XIVth Rector of the Episcopal Church of the Intercession in Harlem, 
New York City, one of the first religious centers to initiate a programmatic response to AIDS. He is National Chair of 
The Balm In Gilead, Inc., and has done groundbreaking work around AIDS issues in Africa and Cuba. An Adjunct 
Professor at the New York Institute of Theology, Rev. Williams also serves as advisor to Archbishop Desmond Tutu in 
South Africa. 

REV. SAUL S. WILLIAMS Itlas served as Pastor in several New York churches in his 33-year career. He has served 
on the boards of numerous religious and ecumenical organizations, including the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, the Commission of Human Rights for the City of Newburgh, and the Empire Baptist Missionary State 
Convention. A longtime comnlunity advocate, he is widely-respected lecturer and teacher, and serves as a consultant to 
The Balm In Gilead, Inc. 

*MARK WHITLOCK is Founder and Executive Director of FAME Renaissance, the economic development arm of First 
A.M.E. Church in South Central Los Angeles. The corporation evolved as a response to the civil unrest of April 1992 
and has since established a bmad range of counseling, employment and loan programs. As a result of his local efforts, 
Mr. Whitlock has also been appointed to serve as Chairman of the Men's Ministry for the International Governing Board 
of the 6,000 A.M.E. churches. He is the host of a weekly radio program in Los Angeles, and the recipient of numerous 
awards and citations for his community service. 
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Mr. Whitlock has also been appointed to serve as Chairman of the Men's Ministry for the International Governing Board 
of the 6,000 A.M.E. churches" He is the host of a weekly radio program in Los Angeles, and the recipientof numerous 
awards and citations for his community service. 

REV. DR. RICHARD W. WILLS, SR. is Pastor of the Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery, 
AL, and the former Pastor of Pilgrim Baptist Church of Richmond, VA. He currently serves as Professor of Worship 
and Old Testament at Selma University in Selma, AL. Dr. Wills is a member of the American Baptist Convention and 
the Progressive National Baptist Convention. His executive board memberships include the Montgomery United Way and 
the Central Alabama OIC. 

*JACQUELYN C. WILKERSON is the director of the AIDS Advocacy in African American Churches Program, 
sponsored by the AIDS Natiom~ Interfaith Network, in Washington, D.C. Ms. Wilkerson serves on the board of directors 
of several local and national AIDS service organizations, and was awarded an honorary. doctorate from Aspen Christian 
College and Theological Semillary in Lakewood, CO in recognition of her leadership. She is currently writing a book 
about women ministers, Rev. Mother. . 

*PHILL. WILSON is currently .Director of Public Policy at AIDS Project Los Angeles, an organization that seeks to affect 
public policy in the interests of those with AIDS and' HIV disease. A nationally respected advocate, Mr. Wilson is one 
of the founders of a number of prominent AIDS awareness organizations, including the Gay Men of Color HIV 
Consortium and AIDS Healthcare Foundation. He sits on the board of the AIDS Action Council and the Minority AIDS 
Project. Mr. Wilson has been living with HIV disease for 12 years. 

DR. JEREMIAH A. WRIGHT, JR. has been Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago for 22 years. During 
his pastorship, the church has grown from an initial congregation of 87 to 4,400, and now has an annual budget in excess 
of $3 million. His book, What Makes You So Strong? was published in 1993 by Judson Press in Valley Forge, PA. Dr. 
Wright was named the "Numbl~r Two Preacher among the Fifteen Greatest Black Preachers in America." 

REV. ALFONSO WYATT series on the Boards of the Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, the New York Regional 
Association of Grantmakers, aIlld on the Advisory Board of the National Urban League's Education Initiative. He is part 
of the ministerial staff of Allen A.M.E. Church, in Jamaica, New York, and writes a monthly column for the Christian 
newspaper, Sunday Morning. He is Vice President for the Funds for the City of New York. 

*Lay person 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 4, 1994 

Paul Akio Kawata 
Executive Director 
National Minority AIDS Council 
300 Eye Street, NE 
Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20002-4389 

Dear Paul: 

Thank you for sharing with me the final 
report of the 1993 National Skills 
Building Conference. The staff of the 
Domestic Policy Council. and I appreciate 
the opportunity to review it. 

Sincerely, _ 

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy 

CHR:ram 



OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

CAROL H. RASCO 

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 


FOR DOMESTIC POLICY 


TO: 

DRAFT RESPONSE FOR POTUS AND 
FORWARD TO CHR BY: ________________________________ 

DRAFT RESPONSE FOR CHR BY: 

PLEASE REPLY DIRECTLY TO THE WRITER 
(COPY TO CHR) BY: _______________________________ 

PLEASE ADVISE BY: 

LET'S DISCUSS: 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

REPLY~~~)ODE: 
FILE:~L---7__~----------------------------­
SEND C~IGINAL TO CHR): 

SCHEDULE ?: ACCEPT PENDING REGRET 

DESIGNEE TO ATTEND: 

REMARKS: 
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NATIONAL 
MINORITY 
AIDS 
COUNCIL 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CHAIR, NORMAN NICKENS 

>".;.;., SAN FRANCISCO EMPLOYEES 
'RETIREMENTSYSTEM 


. S~N fRANCISCO, CA 


FEB I 7 REC'O 

February 16, 1994 

Carol Rasco 
The White House - Domestic Policy Council \ 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Rasco, 

Enclosed :is a copy of the final report for the 1993 National Skills 
Building Conference, a unique collaboration between AIDS National 
Interfaith Network (ANIN), National Association of People with AIDS 
(NAPWA) and National Minority AIDS Council (NMAC). The '93 
conference had 1,270 participants from 5~2 agencies in 46 states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Canada, India, Dominican Republic 
and the ~epublic of South Africa. 54% of the participants were people­
of color, 20% were people living with HIV, and 49% of the participants 
were women. 

I will always remember the NMAC opening plenary, we had 11 
individuals from the Republic of South Afri,ca open the conference 
singing their national anthem. As they stood proudly with their fists 
clenched high, I found we lived on a much smaller planet then I first 
believed. ' 

1994 willlProve to be a critical ye~r to NMAC. Now more then ever we 
need yout advice, we need your pa~tnership, we need your support. In 
the upCOIil1ing months we will a~mounce several new initiatives, 
please join us. I close with words from Jim Beckner, from the Fan Free 
Clinic, he said about the 1993 conference theme, With Strength To 
Carry On, "We have much to learn about what is means to live, love 
and be a community. Persons wIth AIDS possess the ultimate in 
human experiences. They are best equipped to be our teachers for this 
task. My job is to develop a humble and teachable heart so I can be 
their student. It is this task.and their strength that helps me carryon." 

~~ 
Paul Akio Kawata 
Executive Director 

VICE CHAIR, JUAN MOllNA·CRESPO TREASURER, SANDRA MCDONALD BISHOP CARL BEAN BARBARA GARciA CAROLE LAfAVOR JANET MITCHELL, MD 
WINFIELD MOODY HEALTH CENTER OUTREACH, INC. MINORITY AIDS PROIECT SALUD PARA LA GENIE MINNEAPOLIS, MN HARLEM HOSPITAL 
CHICAGO,IL ATlANTA. GA LOS ANGELES, CA WATSONVILLE, CA NORMA LOPEZ NEW YORK. NY 

SECRETARY. MARIE ST. OR-DElPE AT,LARGE, JAIME GEAGA, PA-C ERLINE BELTON RASHIDAH HASSAN, RN NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LA RAZA SUKI PORTS 
NEW YORK COMMISSION ON fiLIPINO TASK fORCE ON AIDS CLEVELAND,OH BEBASHI WASHINGTON, DC FAMIlYHEALTH PROIECT 
HUMAN RIGHTS SAN fRANCISCO, CA . PHILADELPHIA, PA NEW YORK, NY 
NEW YORK, NY 

300 EYE STREET, NE 
SUITE 400 
WASHINGTON, DC 
20002-4389 
TEL 202-544-1076 
FAX 202-544-0378 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
PAUL AKIO KAWATA 

/" 
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>- AIDS National Interftdth Network 
ct:l, 
Cl 110 Maryland Avenue, NE, Suite 504 Washington, DC 20002 
w 202-546-0807 FAX 202-546-5103 ' 
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o 
V') Notional Association of People With AIDS 
5 1413 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005 
0. ' 202-898-0414 FAX 202-898-0435 
V') 

Notional Minority AII)S Council 
300 Eye Street, NE, Suite 400 Washington, DC 20002-4389 
202-544-1076 FAX 202-544-0378 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

.WASHINGTON 

October 
, 

6, 1994 

Re'llerend David P. Strohschein 
Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church 
430 8th Avenue south 
st. Cloud, MN 56301 

. , 

De,ar Rev. Strohschefn: 

Th;ank you for sharing with me your 
endorsement of Herbe.rt W. Perry for the 
po:;ition of National AIDS Policy 
COi:>rdinator. I have forwarded your letter 
to our Personnel Division. 

Agi!in, thank you for your interest. 

Sil:lcerely, 

(~4J.~ 
Carol H. Rasco 
ASllistant to the Pres-ident for 
Dolnestic policy 

Cm~:ram 

http:Herbe.rt


HOLY CROSS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
430 8th Avenue South 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 
Church Office: 251·8416 OCT 4 1994 

Rev. David Strohschein, Senior Pastor 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD Rev. Anthony Bertram, Assistant Pastor 

September 28, 1994 

Carol Rasco 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C .. 

Re: Support for Candidate for National AlPS, Policy ~oordinator 

Dear Ms. Rasco; 

This letter is written in support of Mr. Herbert W. Perry, LPA/EA as a 
candidate for the position of National AIDS Policy Coordinator. Mr. Perry has 
indicated to me that he has a sincere: interest in seeking this pOSition, and 
feels he has the insight, dedication, and commitment to do the job. 

I have known Mt. Perry for apprOximately 10 years. I know hiIn to be very 
capable in his ptofession. He is a verY sincere person, and is able to work 
well;\Yith:,others,,;,::;·'.. "' ..: 

The most important qualification he would bring to this position is his heart. 
Having lost his son to AIDS, he has 'first hand "heart knowledge" of so much 

of what is involved in the battle against this disease. Such "heart 
knowledge", when coupled with his intellectual abilities, do serve to make 
him a candidate worthy of conSideration for this position. 

I am pleased to offer support for him as a candidate for the position of 

National AIDS Policy Coordinator. 


~incerely. 

~ SL)~ (~ S1~~ 
Rev. David P. Strohschein 

cc:.~.: Herbert ,W:"Perry, LPA/EA 
'.... :;1'. _, :':: .:},", ···r ( .. ~._~(.: ~~: 

"The Word of God endures forever," 
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U. $~ Dep8rtment of Housing and UMn Development 
Washirlgton, D.C. 20410·2000 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
FOR FAIR HOUSING AND E(XlAl OPPORTUNITY 

Carol B. Ral;co ,',' , , 
Assistant tC) the President' 

for Domesil:ic' Policy 

The White B,::>use 

Washington, D. C. ' 

FAX # 202-456-2878 


Dear Carol:, 

'I am'writing to ask you to strongly consider appointing Ben 
Schatz as a, co-chair of the llresidential AIDS Council. 

I have~, known and' gre~tli ,respect~d Ben for ten years .'Sei's 
a nationally renowned AIDS public policy expert. In addition, !' 

,worked 'with Ben v~ry closely" during the 1992 ,Clinton Presidential 
Campaign. Ben, as you may know, was the chief architect of the 
campaign's AIDS policy. Be wrote the Presidential debate 
briefing pilpers on both AIDS and gay/lesbian issues, helped 
gather end()rsements for Bill Clinton, helped write candidate 
Clinton's l~IDS speech, 'and wrote transition documents on AIDS and 
on ,gay/lesbian issues. Thro~qhout the campaign, Ben was an 
effe,ctive, politically astute advocate for both Bill Clinton and 
the AIDS alldgayllesbian con~tituencies. , 

, , ' 

I' am I::onvinced that' as ,a co-chair of the Presidential AIDS 
Council, Bien would once again provide enormous benefit both to , 
the Presid;ent and' to" people with BIV. Ben's widespread ' 

, credibility among AIDS advocates, coupled with his political' 
, sophistication and pragmatism, 'Iliake him uniquely suited to play a 
leadership role on this council. 

I would qreatly appreciate your, passing this note alon'g to 
anyone who· is involved in the decision-making process on this 
matter. J:'lease let me know if I can be of any help' in providing 
additional information. ' ' 

, Very truly yours, , 



THE WHITE HOUSE
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OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

CAROL H. RASCO 

_~,,,,,;=~,;q,,,,~, ~n'''k PO/;':==-= 
To: 

Dr;:lft response (or porus 
and forward to CHR by: ________________ 

Draft response for CHR by: _____________ 

Please reply directly to the IVI'iter 
(copy to CHR) by: ________~.....___...___.....___ 

~- . Ple"se advise 

Let.'s discuss: --------:-------------,Bo~ 

For your 
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ROUTING SLIP 


DATE: 

FROM: Ricki Seidman 
Assistanc to the President 
and ,Director of Scheduling and Advance 

SUBJECT: ~ lv.vlJ. GLLL tv PteLh-D ~L/VVJjftG 
Joan Baggett Anne McGuire 

Rebecca Carneron ) Mack McLarty 

Abner J. M:Lkva Leon Panetta 

Rahm Emanuel John Podesta 

Mark Gearan Jack Quinn 

David Gergen Carol Rasco 

Jack Gibborts Bob Rubin 

Cindy Gire Patti Solis 

Pat Griffin G. Stephanopoulos 

Marcia HaIE~ Ann Stock , 

Alexis Hernlan Stephanie Streett 

Nancy Hernreich Christine Varney 
'.1 

'Harold Icke:s Joe Velasquez 

Phil Lader Melanne Verveer 

Anthony Lake Maggie Williams 

Bruce Lindsey Tony Wilson 

FILE: 

FYI ADVICE . ACTION 

COMMENTS: 
----------------------------------------~--------------
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TO: 

DATE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

BACKGROUND: 

. CONTACT PERSON: 

DATE OF SOBlIISSION: 

ACTION: 

THE,WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

] 4 SEP 27 p 2: , 9 
September 27, 1994 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

Pedro Zamora 

As soon as possible . 
I 

Dan Bross, Executive Director 
AIDS Action Council 
(202)986-1300 

Pedro is a 22 year old gay, CUban­
American in the final stages of HIV 
disease. Pedro is a member of AIDS 
Action Council's board, a nationally
recognized speaker ana advocate for 
adolescent HIV prevention and care, and' 
currently seen each week on MTV's ~ 
Real World has been featured in the 
various publications including The wall 
street Journal. . 

Carol H. Rasco C-JJ'f2-. 
September 27, 1994 

Because of the work that Pedro has done 
in the A e t was recommended 

at a very personal call from the 
President would be nice. 

~W~~· 
.-1l:1 j;1 ; 'l' n )0 IfJ,,~. ' 

\ U vvJ !/v !' _ ~ ;....,. ()

h,tti-i ~ WvVJ ·~ht'];~- '. 

~lrrCJO S'tv~{~ ~ 

. r.;j(2~'I~Y 
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......-I..c.'5'202 956 1315 

September 22. 1994 

1117' 

S";1IIl 7()1) 

~t:K. 

. 20D0!J. 

Fuz202 ?Sf; Ud.' 

TN '1l.? !NJ6 1Jot) 

To: Carol R=~ . 


Fr: Dan Bross ...,,~. 

.. 

Rt:: Pre-sidential Phone Call 

I ba.ve a very spedal TeQttcst - a reqUe.l;t I do nor. mRIc~ without a great deal of 
Ll.!VIJ~IL : 

Pedro Zamora... a 22 yeaJ. ubI )1.ay, Cuban-American is in Ule Ilnal Slage.l; of FfTV 
diSCOlSe. Pedro. 11 mcmberof AIDS Actioll Couu\..1.Ts bua:rd.. a nationally recogniZed 
speaker :i.nd· a.dvoco.tc foraciolcScent rnv prcvcm.i.ol1 any I..4IC. ami currently seen 
each week on MTV's ThcRcal World has been feawH:U in the:: variOllS publications 
inc1llding The Wall Street Journal. 

While Pedro's health deterior.ues daily, .he·continues to fight. 

l 

I~ there anyway possible for you to. assist in arranging a phone call fU:Jlu d.u: 
President Tn Pedro'? I understand this is a very difficult rcqUC3t to honor but w80t 

. to do what little I can Tn bring some joy and hope to Pedro's finlli. days. ' 

I aw. a.l.Uu.:hing additional infonnation tor YOllr nse, Please do not hesitate to sive me 
a. call if I cau auswt:r any additionalque.l;tinn or provide further information. 

11:umk you .so much Calol fur your aaention and suppnn. 

http:a.dvoco.tc


DC ~S62C;78- ?02 

Pedro Zamora 

I 

Pedro Zamora i:s ,22 year old gay. Cuban-American living with AIDS who came to this counuy 
from Cuba with his family during the Mariel boat lift in 19~O. Pedro grew up in Miami and was 
infected with HIV as a teenager through l;anprotected sexual intercourse. 

Since learning he was HIV infected at age 17 Pedro has become a nationally recogni7.ed speaker' 
and advocate for adolescent HIV prevention and Cate. He 'appeared in a front page anicle in the 
Wall Street JOi;1rnal in 1993. was featured in one of CDC's American Responds to AIDS 
campaigns and has been seen in numerous television interviews. Currently, Pedro is seen each 
week on MTV's The Real World, serving as a tremendous role model for ga.y teens and people 
living with AIDS. ' 

As a board member of AIDS Action Council. Pedro has testified twice this year before Rep., 
Waxman's HOll~ Subcommittee on Health & the Environment on the topics of health care 
refonn and HIV prevention. Secrewy Shalala spoke about Pedro in her first major speech 8.bout . 
AIDS in April. 1993. Pedro also served as a panel member of the CDC External Review 
conducted in the summer of 1993. 

P6/(b)(6)

P6/(b)(6)
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, ~:..\. -srr- ~J 2ftl//~(. Pedro's Story. 

Teen With AIDS Virus 
Tries to Teach Youths 
Some Lessons for Life 

At Miami SchooJs. He Talks 
About Sex. Pain. Death 

. -And His Own Odyssey 

Education for Kinder~en 

By EllC MoJtCt:mtALU. . 
$.t.&/l R...."rP 0/ TIt.c W",u.S"'CI!T Jo~_ 

~,[JA.MI- "Mlat does a person ttita 
AJO!i 10Qjc like!" 1900year-okl Pedro la. 
mOril asJtS the class 01 fitr.l2· ancl Sixth­
:raders at Golden Glades £Iemenwy,
Scho'oI. Hands Or up_ ' 

'~iklMy:' says a g'lrl near the frOnt. 
'~rbey don't watk :ooa:' a boy c.IJ.imes

In. 

, ....['hey wet LIltir beoQ." says a.Dotber. 

and !fler d.assmales :late. 


Mr. zamora. wno is tttm. haDdsDme 
and aeIJUlY·lOoking. ea.I.ms LIle cb.UdreD 
dO'll'n. ..Lat me ask ' 

you :iOIDeud.Dr:' he 

says. "'00 1100It ilke 

1 ha1'! AIDS?" 


u]I'OOCDClOO," Ule 

endn! da.sS I'!' ­
SlIOM,Is. 

"""ell. you know, 
"'hat:~" 


~Lninr With Ulil; 

new SCl'lool year. 
A.lOS educat10n be­
C1Ds ii:t Jcinderpnen 
In D,ade COunty's 
sc:bco,! sntem. And p 
LIle dlSU'ic:c's mast rdro Zomonz 
potent wupon ap.tn.st the deadly d1se&Sl! 
is a dJsanninr YOIlnC' man named Pedro 
"~ter" Z4mora. . , 

:on.n w,tIl scnoolcnuaren re3.~es a level ot 
e.!Itpt1CltntSS-as muc:n in tl'lelr quest10ns as 
his aJ'ISWers-wt mttl'lt sncck many 
ad.ultS. Yet no one here is shcx:i:ec!.­
e:ccel't when Uley hear tnat tt'le teen·arer 
taLk1ng' to them is intected. with the H1V 'It­
rus. wftldl causes AlOS. 

..r remmtber C1 year ago bei1l9 ia Chis ' 
uery room ill rIaLS vtr!I ctau," Ptdro 'ells 
tilt Sll.Uiellts in Room SID of HialtCll High 
S.th.ool• •• Au ewrybody WIU SGwiag they 
M.dtt'C bftJl cotu:lr.ed by AJDS. 

•• And yet dull boy i71 ,hal seal-a 
hOIlt1J" SlIllilW.. a lJliIlue. /tor 4 fl'Orlbl,­
'fn4ttr. 4JII1 preuv PO'uJ.tI.1' 4C xhool-uu 
Hrv·posWw. . 

.. A lot 01 ftS leei AIDS i.s Mt.W _9 to 
to"hCirIT liuu. ( leU dull ImV. loo:" ,. . . 


~--j 

-~ 

J 
( 

http:cotu:lr.ed
http:ap.tn.st
http:iOIDeud.Dr
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DfaT Ptrcr. 
Hi! HN a7W goa ,.tl.ifttJt ( II. good. 

WcU I'," all "phi. rm &AI: .... (til.. rnidIIlc 
.sd&_ i,. Cft aJ11lC1"'fl'UddZI"CltW ItII!!iI}JIlItI 
hood ncar MI4mII llUlt atI1:tld. lOll ... ,.,. 

. ructed wAn y08 /0.... ·CNrt UIar JIO!II Aad. 
AIDS. WeQ &IiIhft I _ JICIII IOldt Ut lAc 
door f tawll,lf:r kUtw fhAlI ,;on Md. AIDS. 
tl'$ jUSl tlull you're so ~roDIt lOOld:lt, .. 

.. 

After two or tIIree monms. the Zamoras 
iD Ibt U.s. and the Zamoras lD Cuba a· 
DI.Ily cor a phone caJ1 tI1rOudL The call 
lasIed oa.ty four miDIlteso bue it didn't .Jnat<­
cer. Everyone was c:ryIDf so I'W'd tbty 
CDIIldIl't taI.t. 

M11acras remembers her blnhday OW 
year. SIlt W1.Jltec:t at to be ~PY. but it alSO 
wu tbt binIldaY' Of 1Ier·tw1D. PaDcbo. aDd 
be .. iD CUba.. Her motAer criecl UIt 
WftOIe daY'. . ' 

For .Peclro• .bcnrever. the sadDess wu 
alwa,s tJeeaar, Be 'oII'IS eigtlt years old. He 
was baY'iaf a eral time to tills ne.. Iud. 
He tJI'U tbrtIled to discover a S1l'lmIniDf 
p:Di at tDe al'll'UJll!llt complex b1s tamUy . 

. mom tD lD HJ&IeaA. ftSt of MIa.mL Pedro 
bid Mver seeR & mnuntDc pooJ before• 
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I 

I 

.. 
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Pl~ro's Story: Teen Te ;hesLessons tor Llt~\ 


As lIle years Went on. lbe hollowness o. 
Ihe tamUy's assumptlol thai castro $OOJI 

would rau-and the lamily be relmlted­
gnawed at everyone. Pedro', motller would 
have panes of lonellnes.s wbile in dle 
knebel. She WU I1$ed 10 too1dnr for blr 
family ptllertngs. and the pr'OCe$S ilieU 
reminded ber Un.al live of her e~l chil. 
dren weren'C he~. 

"I always remember my modIer Sl)'iJIr 
she didn't wanl aU ~ R'lale11a1 dIlnrs, 
sIle just -anled everybod, 10 be toptller 
ag-a.in:' says Pedro's bramer Jesus. ''We 
dldn'l bave fooil ift Cuba.. we dldn'. havf I 
money, and we like II mucb belWr .ere. 
BUI we were happier over there because 
we· were aU logether." 

Mrs. Zamora 'lJId Pedro \ll'tre especially , 
c1C1Se. He'was UII~ baby 01 rbe tarnUv. ud 
sbe ~aled 111m u ber special c:hUd. He 
and his molller \II'OUId waldl mllvles 01 

: television toreditr. 1bey WOUld pia, eard 
- rarne$' and OUnese checkers. Tiley would ItrwrAu G blood Inw/ksin.11IIUfr aue4 
danee co old o.ban music. They WOUld taI.1I ;""tIt1n/JlI.I ctnrf1$, ad11IubU'lt SU*Ill,fur hours. octivt:' 

WileD Pedro 'was n. a mole on his "WheTe is f'" pcr$01I IIOW'" aMLfttr 
lOotber's tact bepn to Chan" shape. By I.(lirl ClSb. 
Che time she went 10 it doctor. In June . ..rrear" cfoft', how ~o I ,of " /tam," 

he resptJIIIs, Gild 0 '010 ''0000000'' rip,..1m. cueer had spread. She c:oadnued 10 
work ror more than a year. but ller condl' 
non WWStned. One mominr, II UJe sprtng 
of J~. Pedro's mother asked film,· "" I 
were to die and OOUhlluve )'01.1 lnytbilC 
you \II3JIred. what woWcS Al be'!'" 

lie Joked that she bad so RWly mlWORi 
of doOm be dJdq" know bowlll..lJlV to I$k 
for. But she said, "No. reaDy." And be IOld 
her Utal he always had lewed ber hair. It 
was 10ft, and black and cast2decl down her 
back. For rtll&'ioos reasons-sbt wor' 
Shlped a WII named Ochon lJl I tuball­
Alncu tatUl called Sanleria-she n,ver 
eu' (let hair. 

MrS. Zamora lotd Pedro' thai aJlbougb 
she COUIdn', cat tltr hair. she somt1Wbere 

. had • lew Ioeks thai bad been CUI ~Off 
she COI1vened. Someday sht. would IcIak for 
llIem, she said. 

.~ 

::) 


'''rOlip Ih, lWdieJIcc. 
"II w.u dwU, a period ./mJ,l Iile aMtft At home', bis lamlly Joked thai Pe-t:-o 

I w.u uet]/ pnmtistllOar$. wAea IIuuI more Iwas Ute only or..e wilt. "dean hands"­
- IIuui OM parlllcr." meaalac he'd never done bard labor. They 

He pastl. . I saki dial be; unlike 1M otIIer men in the 
"81, MOIAtr diM ... I ..... J,J, .. Tile .amuy. wouid eo co coil•• 11\ey predicted 

room bramttl quid, . lIt'd betoJne a doctor or a' lawyer. nty 
"'n dI4Iia, WA Iter dt4lh -or IIDt4fol· : caDed IWD "die executive." 

I 

ill, witl ii-I did lIDO I_tIS. I IPI'" 01 m, II 
ran-giet II dool: I r. '",", r root 
hOllors dcu.ws. 1II1II aCliue i. ~thUr,. 
Aid tAl SUOlId IAi., I did IDOS , IOCII' f1Il 
G1:d partied. Becau.se "" moi. rA.iJl~ was I 
fIidrc'f wa:nr I. k holnt, betll,," wM.. I 
was AI11J'&e' I Ao4 10 /Ql:e m, mol",r'S 
dearl, . 

." form" fkr 'ArOll", sa, I cOllld ItI 
SGme o/IA, Ihf." tA.Ide" auuf., ill m,
/,I/I-lie lI"••lilt lislll.IA, OIt,,,,", 
tAt tJ//edIa." 

That afternoon, when Pedro re;ur:led 
.rom school, be fOWld CWO pieces of folded. 
lined paper in Ole 01 his drawers. lutlle 
were locks of his moUIer', hair. It wlSn 
und she died. six "eeks laler, lUI II 
struck him &be mUS1 lIave spenl tilt tntire 
day lookJ.nt for them. , 

"Her death aHeeled everytbq:' MP 
Pedro', stlCer Ml1afros. "SI\e was rhe ole ......-­
wlto. keptlldnp _lIIer. She. was ~ . dotSll~1 .lUd about. dUdA mau:.. _· I 
ader of taw family. Wh~ sIu! died. II was I A/ltl1UGl1l"iIloaO", lie .sol'S II;'/elf "Ull 
very bard. We sepulled. even Iboug'b we 
weN lorelher. aM 'lit ad! worked 0111 oor 
problems our OWl wa,." 

. 
"ROllI" ~ CGlc1 AIDS"'. girl.., 

'ht frowI ash Of .. uptrimtllldl IClool 
for fof'fMf' arullDOlllI·k Aigll-scUol drop' 
oull iN tIoUl!ldOlDl' Miami. 

"I goI.ll1lnugll fUIUJl toJIl4Jcl:' Pedro 
GIlmIft'S, t'l am Me 0/ 'lull. bK'GUN" 

" IflS4eR.l roista lIer hand. 
'~I somelim.u UWtt llull iI' die. I willi 

k wifll my grontlfGlf!.tr ia IIe4W'rt:, silt: I 
_",. "00 you tiler' IhjQ llutl i/ pu die.; 
,Ocl .wiD flO '0 "e~ mtd .lIt willi VOUl \ 
mom' AIIII does fMl wm/OJrf pI" I 

Palro Gnfl«rs 9ft!f'" SOiling he some' I 
(imeJ has SIlCh lhoug,Us hi he reall,' 

IDOl G W1'JIlfice qaesNon. 

. • • • 

Pedro took honors classes al maim 
Junior 111gb School and was e&ptaln of lhr 
cross~DUnnysquad. He \\'u pmldent of 
tile Science Club. HIs clas$ voted lIim 
''bes1 aD·around" and "mOSl Inlen~ll.lal" 
boy, TIle day of HIaleah named him "5Iu· 

' do, .. the month:· oct he lOt a leller 
~'" Ihe ma~r. He dldn'~ drink. smoke or 
use dnIp. ~'The &trls all 1boupt he was 

. Ute bonest thlnr around:' sap one 
leather. 1be faculty rawd aboul bim. 

"Pedro .Zamora U one .. lIIe nAt$(
)'OUhr men lIIar I hawe mec dul1nr my 
leachlnr career," the 'head .. tile scbool', 
IncUste depenmenl wrote In a letttr noml' 
IW1nc him for III award. 

81M mere was Ult other side to Pedro's 
lie thai nwst people d)dn', see. Ie was 

. . . . 

I 

I 

. aass. he nnany weal 10 his doctor to ret 
tesled lor the mv virus. When the nurse, 
lold him be bad ttiled pos1dve. lie dlcln'( 

, react Once be'roc back to hiS car, alooe. 
he fell apart. He drove 130 blOCb down 
Blsayne Boulevard (0 a 'nelld's apart· 

, . . .. ~ .. . , ~" 

Tht ZomDrdS Of MaafTl'01'sport,. Ihe 
dizJ,l Pedro was di4O'Jlostd: JIRtS. Ptdf0, 
Tico. standi",,; M.'klgroJ. Hector. sillino­

downrtchC sulcidIJ. aJlIIoop Ptdro didn't 
understand that at the lime. 

"When I was 1I Hventll rral1e .• doctor 
came in to talk Ie. our elass:' he says. "He 
wore a Ihrte·plec:e sule and had eny halr 
and was taJkblr abOut AlDS as IAdr dJs' 
ease. DOt our disease. fl1s aa1cude was lIIal 
we know VOO WiU newtr need this lnrol mao 
lion because )'Ot.I aren't wllually acuve. 
but w're "vtne II to you anyway. III! 
dldn'l talk about $It"X practkes. He dldn'( 
talk About c:ondOf1l.S. He dldn'l talk about 
lesUnr· 

"1 urne out of thai with the n~l()fllbat 
I didn't have to do anything about It. AIDS 
c:ouIdn't flappen to me. Nathan, I ever 
heard laler clwlged tbat notton. And I am 
very anP'Y abottl U&al.,,' 

e .." 
.. , jiflaUtt 90.1 m, oel logclller, after (I 

~ ar tJoo 01 ~fJf," Pedro tells 0 
AlgA .schoof doss. "Thelll rectived G ~lleT . 
fram lAe Red Crol.S. teUi.." nat thett was II. 
problem wilh Ute blood I'd trim! ill 0 
school blood drive, aM cu.b1l9 me 10 milt 
;11 oml sre .hem." 

.. .. • 
He eol tile news on .Nov_ 9, I•. Aller 

Acnorinr fitwnl Ieltm from the Red 

http:grontlfGlf!.tr
http:lookJ.nt
http:lislll.IA
http:Becau.se
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tie missed 'litO months 01 school wjlhoul; • • • • • • 
It was hi:> sisler MII"~'s 'ti(h birth· ever lelltn;: tlIeo school flltUy Whal was!.."/. He 'lied 10 g~1 Of t family din· All be'd had a liIelong feat of I Pedro lells SludenlS '".al abslemIL.ll1.TOng. Or. I'!turnlng, lie lold bls COlmstler

'r, bUI she insisud ' .nd. He WFnl pubUc 'I"'dln" Pedro sigJleci on last laU born ~ll and drurs'as u answer 10 AIDS,tbal he "ad AIDS. The man was so stunntdI never Itl onlha\ an~""lnr was wreng. as a speaker WillJ a local AIDS rrouP. He l "There's a myth going around lile scl~JshE' ~rely eoUid speu. "1 had Co apoioglU>
IIle picluftS of Ihat "tAmr. he is smll· qUldI..Iy CUlt' to the alCenlion ellhe Dade . thai fverybody is lIavlne sex. especIally• 10 !'jm (or tlIf reacUon,- lht counselor 

,,' Cowtty flUbllC.Khool system. which bepn 'tht bOYS. and thaI's not true:' lie leUs one 

lie $.lY'$ Choll wam'llhe worst day 01 his 
 bock1D, "1m .or hlp·sdtoohppearances. class. "U you dOn't wane 10 have sex. )'(Illsays. '" was slIOcktd. and thai wasn', co- ' .:. Tilt wurst day 01 IUs ute, he says. was , Soon. be was In heavy demand. Pedro. now don'1 haYt' CO." •IftC to help him at au." ,e day he made the trip from Martel, Often called Peter. looks like a hiP- However. II's clear mal manY 51udentslie went 10 summer IdlooI.Ont day. hisWhtrl at last he lold fils .amily. a couple scbooler IIIrDsrU-dres4ed In jeans. a tnlt wane ether U$'oIIers. In a survey 1as1 )/tarclass was discu$Slnr lIomastxuailly • lie Us' ....eeks laler, they .ere deyastatH. "It sJaJn and sport slIotS. Ills bW:.k haJr of 2,000 Dade County students In gradestrnfd as Sl'VenJ classmales madt dispar'

,1$ ilkI' a door closing," says Ills ,amet. bnlsllecnac.k-bul be bandla blmseU wtth nine throucft 12. .&1'10 Aid l!ley had e~'a81nc comments about cays. Oar boy~CI()r. who now works rer a pellt buUder. easy assurance. "How 1ft IUYS doln"!" be ppd In sexuallnlfJ"COUl"Se. DU$, ~ro!!IraaN aboul lIarine Ileal up a py mh. 
,\(y first question "as. why IIO'l me? I am betIDs In lab accented E!!r!!!!t ' ~ on.en coyer e~ryt_ frOm needle'"Pedro exploded. QuiytrlnC ,With Meff" bed and haye U~ my urI'. Htre ts a yOIlJ\C . "i UiIDl P.·s prtStDlJdon bas mort S1trtIlza1klD tedlDIquts ror dru, users 10sai1:·UiiwilUl1tnis about rays were based 
.3.11. 'Whose U!e ~ ,~. bttuln1.1i." 01111 impaC1 .... an, !ecrurr any of U'1f bow to· use a CODIklm. "In opening \hf­on Vicious Sit'I'eClCyJIeS. leaders Qb e,fI' live:' says NadIM Gay, pack.... be staJ1S out. "yoo donal ~ Hr was py. he $8kI.IlIbeseCU)'S knew. . ...... AJDS educaUoa supentsor for tile S(booI yow lftlh becal.lSe \SStfte your tteth couldso mucb aboul pys. wby ••, lIIey dIsUtc:t. *"' lht AIDS crtsb Is IdttlDf break tbe cantlcm. So yoo wanC 10 open ItIInown thaI? "How shol.il.l tc.: below loWGtd ptople IV" Ute earlks1 rrades as bibles born Wllb your hmS." ,In tilt! wt-eks lbal foUo'lll'ed, !at bep.n'
,,0 GTe HIV'PD$ilfut'" II IUgA·scJ'lool With lIIe VU1IS reath school ace. "He Is "1 am not theft to Judie lbelr bella,':ivinC talks abolll A1DS ba hls classes,
Miler askJ. someone lilt SlUdeDIS CIn ftlale 10. Itt Is' lor:' ~rosays laler. ". am Shere 10 mod,Without dlscloslne IUs tGIldlUon. Last 'aD•. ..How Ul()uld 1I01l &ehaUf l/)Ul(Jrd some' anoQler tefD.r." . I" II:' , ,after hE' rot lIis diploma, ~ decided 10 CO( with (IJllce, Dr diabrlr$ ",. an, Glht, He now typk:alJy spen. several days a The questiOns be sets from adWI aud,·public.ri..nu distllse'" Pedro r,spon!b. "TretJI 11ft' &aWnc 10 das5es. The tcbool district fnces are t.arnt' compami wUII tbose rro'!l . 
like somdliillg normal. DoII'I,real it like I cIomI't PlY JaJm. lIul Body Posillve JIe. lids. But d.urtnr~eunl vtstts 10 seVf. Mi· , 
bi9 tkoJ. • • • S10UIU Ctlter ISle,. I MiamI AIDS orpnt· , 'amhrea' sCboob, Pedro never pve u au' I 
.. A 101 0/ u.s u:onllO .tU people. ~ Wf 1 , " IlUoO. rtctftU, secured I rranllbal pro- dlm« uylhlne il didn't teem ready loT. ~ 

"II'AaI mattS 'JCNr cur about peo,. 'trfcles bIm • ROd salary. He also speaks Teachers uniformly praised 1hf sess;ons.,I'l wolill 10 14111 ~ if JOU're gtMI'/9 '0 I
I,t CTJi"{I alfd ClJTT)1lt9 0I't. ' litt ~,.. a flo, ats I!IfG~ tile elld 0/011(' 10 local dflc. cbaldt and· COllJOl"ltf ScuMnts pneraJly were enraged, aUentive . 
"T1kn are two Il'tillf1S 1l4fe. I lillie it q~.sII~n-(llld·alt$~ SlUrM at a ....lter· ,nn.ps. A rectal paAd appearance at and full 01 questlon.s. , , 

,t:" It0P" rca mil! IhOl rUfJ'YlAilll9 is go- :Ity lU~ uAocl. fOIl tftltl hallle'oId ao- I Sou1.bem BeD In MIand 101 sudI a SO'tI'lC . In Ills presentaUons. PHro sidesteps " 
1 Ii) 6r 411 rigllt. Altd , hcrIe iii whell 'JOlly. J CHI could Acw JIUt /MgoI.,rt 1M response tballb! company plans to lIa~ I questions a'boul Ills own sexual OI1e1J1,aUon. ,I 

! II SIl, they ulldttslalld IDA4II CIfR goiltll ~. Who. ~es JOY an"" Ptdro "*' lor I spedallf.SSlOI1 'W1U1tft1to ~ nit tac.uc rtOtd.s the school dtstrttl's- I 

'o(/gl1. Buuuse lhflf rtllU, doIl'f IUldrr­ II, 0 tllestroll Pedro ~ ",s. olld lit chll4rea of empl~s. , aad Pedro's-approaCh or SUUSln, ahat 

Illd'. r"'tv call',. ht pm.r.ses .f/Ort GIUWm_,. Pedro labors Ilis .".;earancet co lndl· •. AJI)S threatens ~ryOfle, (l(l4. J'lSI certain 

"Wllat I 'Ired is somfbodlf 10 IiSleq '0 "rhe pol.. '1ulIIIttl." ,,~ "gilLS. "r.e vicluaJ EfWps.lomftlmes I\e lives wtlat he croups.. Most students ~m to assume he 

, Somf&od~ '0 hug mt (lr "old my "and. .1Ifgtr.lhr hurt. I, .·r want .1I,W6od, dst caJfs fils ooAJDS JOI" lec:tu~, bul be «ten \s heterosexual "00 you k. your rirl' 


mtbOOlllo {'1l/ wilh mt. 10 Mr U's all to 90 "zrrnlgh llUs, . . lust nelu questlGDS, He follows (be school 'ntH en the mouth?" a bigb·sthool 81rl 

.hI 10 cry. i"$ all rigAl 10 " Olfqry. "Noltod, demws to ~r .IW ~. I cUstr1d', tt.tdIln, ruldelLnes. bul' lht' au.s-but bls answtrs usually an gender· 

mdxxJg'o SOv I wi$li I cmdd do tome' 1'on', core wAIJ IAey dn",.~ t",&id.1 pldfliKs are IIt)eraJ and his rwesentaUons neutral: ··Yes. I do kiss:' . 

119 &uI ,h,rt is 1t00AillO I CIfII do. ~Oll" c~t' if Ihe, on II mll"er. NtJbod, mexplldL A'ewKboob requirt parenbJ "Most ptOfle wane 1M co'say' am a lao­
"BecaUSE' tltert is JtOCAiJlfl rou c(Ut do 10 1tset\Jfs 1o go throa,A IDYl , loue tCO" permission for students Co IRend Ute $6. 1nOSlfX1Ial, a cIrur addkt. a prostltult, a fit­
lUge how I am got'Jt9 10 tEd. YO'a dOl"" 'hrIJ.gh. Nobod,. sJons' few pal'fDls W1t1aJ1t)ld It. mopbWac:-becauSIe If Utey aren'1 alll' of 

"YOII thiltk iI's COGSII '0 H here ClIId .r ' &base lhInp. dJey teel safe." l1t tells (lOe,~e G ClIrf. !Iou dOlt" hew alt mI~, 
oer~ and allAll'tt till little I.tUns' • • • clas$. "But lilaC lSD'l true. You ,are not: \Ill. COil do is &ftAet, lor me',.. 
'rs nOl. Bill ;1,011 Itt me, JOU migAl reGl· we. AIDS Is 001 lIJtre. I' you enrage in ! 

:l( U cotdd happelf 10 1rOfI· Tltal is 1IlA~ I .., cam • ..."., Opt'll persa," .raJ/s Ped,o, blrb-riU btllarior. Aaybody can ,el It" 
'1m Itere.- "so yo. -(QIt ost me wIuzItWr VOU The number 01 reponed AIDS cases 

tn April 01 last year, Pl'dro woke up one wcua." tunOfI, aeen-qers Is relaUvely low -liS. in 
jm~nf With blisters on Ills Ups. T'IIO days ,., .... JOII au • cOltdom'" G OW most recent Cenlfn ror DIstase.Coo. 
J:!r. lie -as In a hOiSpilal emercenc.y .sid.."...., III ~GlG4rs £lemtJUa" e... labu)atioD-but tilt lIru"' doesn I re­:.......' ...
,.1m. bls face (overed ",m sblnrles. He 
JUglt lie ..as ro'"r to eIIt. t1t wu In the , ~.ICGUC , ..-, Wilt 'IIICU pia, I. ., lleet peGpJE. such.as Pedro Zamora. who 
spiral mOff Iban two welLs. HIs room It' AIDS. rAe",......, loot litt lico. a~ InJtCCec! with lltt> varus bul haven', d~ 
, usuaLly filled wteta ramU)'. friends. W MDS oad'.'11IIOI1'J aboll iI, , velaped AlDS.. 1bf ellfAI oIlee...a~ LD. 
Nel'S and cards. buc wilen he .jolled ' rAou,u fIO¥"*" kill!G pc""" W AIDS 'felton lso'c known. Since most CHns don't., .,.., ,Ie, hlttt4like.BIllIfO_ CCft't. If I'l'l tKlM ""....~ .... -.~ ".' ",JI/I his lbour;lIts alillt time. Itt wrolt: "1 'If'., I'Irtl ..... ,,,~.. ,. . ..rfni...I so l(lnely and abandoned." He rec:ov­ 4
.f hnmp for fltr'\t\n'" "",h, 
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:'Tl'len!'s a lot of ig"l'lorance." sa)"S J.lt 
GourJey. director 01: Teens TeaCftU'lr AlOS 
PnvenbOn. a grou~t basm in .Kansas ety. 
Mo.• Ull.t runs a nationaJ AIDS hOlllnt tor 
teens {l·800-234·TEEN 1. "Wf ret asked 

, things that a.rt! alJilost unbelievable." AI· 
• thougb it has lUst l:WO lines and operates 

only from 4 p.m. tel 8 p.m. weekdays. Ute 
hOWfte ~ts 2.1XIO to 3.c.30 calls I. month 
from tetft-lg'ers. most. seeicinr informatiOn 
abOUt AIDS. Mr. Gourley says: 

.. ,,. . 
"Do voa still (10 old emd htaw /!I1C'" 4 

grcde-sch.ooier ut.l;. 
~'s-re." Pedro i'tplieS. ••, go _ ad 

play kRHU. 1 (10 I~ ad. dac:e.l 90 ., 
to the """",cu. 1 gD 01It 10 PIzra Hill. I 
tID Glmosf e~~lift' yn gqr IIIOIdd 
cto••• 

.. .. .. 


-----_._.. ' 

. DC 

..Do ~ etlIf" t.hiJtk tN:u whft the t:imt 
coma to-,.. 1r::IunII-90 011._ ...·U 9fl 
JC4J'8tII" JIII01' £he beck 01 ~ hi"..CI '*' 
schoat cl4&1:rDIrm uti. 

, .. , 9ft JCtlnIIIIC'IIJ:' Pt4ro rqUu. "r' 
, 	_ very 1CIII'fIII. . 
I ..It u.', Gi~ @OW t1I!tItA. bCCChLSr 

daIIA IDU .....___W.,'O "".1'0 
I'M. cIerW1 iI id • chait. W1laI rnD.J 
$CG1'fS JJW iI thr 1I"OCtU. It·s be, lict. 
baa, ill 1M 1t0qUol. Atwill, my JamiJ.V 
ftger, aor Oft., cJnf:, to t. carr 01 m,. 
·StJJ. T1IIIt ~ me II lot." 
, .0Do ,.AdW ar tAft,laU aboacU::a.ri1t, 
yorrnclfl" cuts CI bag at ClllatAer 1li91t 
doat. 

·'No. JrOt rarIl,:' Pebo sa,s. "I JIewr 
tIr.oJI~ 'JeriOUl, o/Dif:J/J.c. n. ilia, I &OCII 
1Irouf/ll lIP. Il'~ 1OfIIS.IU1I; ,. jut. ..',
•• Lilt is • fill from God. c:auI Oftl, God 
catolct.il_,. . 

: "nc ., I loat at It is lodA, I cmt:. ,",ft, 1t1lCllth,. 'odA, Idulll Aaw to do i.S 
. 	leGf"ll fo Uw II1iUt AIDS. II ftmlomu dtath 

(II' sictftas 01' a can coma 4/.011,. I U1ill 
a. wilft rh.tJt lhllt:' 

'"562.a78 P.06 

.. 
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THE: WHITE HOUSE 

~ASHINGTON 

sept~mber 28,1994 

The Honorable Ha~ry Reid 

United States Se~ate 

Washington, DC 220510-2803 


, 
Dear Senator Reid: 

Thank you for sharing with me your
endorsement of Herbert Perry for the 
position of National AIDS Policy
Coordinator. I have forwarded your letter 
to our Personnel: Division. 

Again, thank you! for your interest. 

Sincerely, 

~~ ,If), <;e,o 

Carol H.~~ 


. Assistant to the; president for 
Domestic Policy 

CHR:ram 



HARRY REID 
NEVADA tinittd ~tkltt5 £'rnkltt 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2803 

September 26, 1994 
I 

Ms. Carol Rasco 
Assistant to the President 

for Domest:ic pollcy 

White Holise 

Second Floor, West Wing 

1600 PennsylvanIa Avenue 

Washington, D.C~20500 


Dear Ms. Rasco: 

I am writing to recommend: Herbert Perry for the position of 
National,AIDS policy Coordinator. I believe you will find Mr. 
,Perry to be a highly qualified'candidate. 

Mr. Perry has worked on m~ny AIDS-related issues both at the 
state and national level., He is a member of the Board of 
Trustees 'for Aid f6r AIDS of N£kvada (AFAN) , holding positions as 
First Vice President, ~egi~lative Liaison, and Assi~tant 
Treasur~r. ,He serves on th~ S~eaker's Bureau for the National 
'Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA) and is an advocate on 
Capitol Hill for the AIDS Action Council. His commitment to this 
ca:use is further demonstrated in his earnest endeavors as 
'Development Direc,tor., for Reach ;Out, a pediatric care center for 
children with AIDS. 

, 

Listed by Corporate Wellness as a 'speaker on AIDS awareness, 
,. Mr. 'Perry demonstrates his dedlcation, to educating others abou't 

this life-threatening disease. ' He has earned the respect and 
admiration of Nevada's AIDS and HIV,communities for his 
commitment and support. His determination is strengthened by the 
unfortunate loss of hIs son to this disease. 

, ! 

I urge y.::::m to give ,serious consideration to Mr. Perry as a 
candidate for the National AIDS Policy Coordinator. He possesses 
the leadership qualities, motiv;ational skills, and personal 
commItmentne43ded to further our nation' s responsibility to stop 
AIDS from claiming any more lives. ' 

PRINTED ON' RECYCLED PAPER 
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I am hopeful he will be given the opportunity to discuss his 
qualificatiolls with· you during: the interview .process. If you 
have any questi6ns or if I ca~ be of afty assistance, please do 
not hesitate to c.all. 

HMR:kjb 

I· 



. 
Ac~·~ 4lDS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
, . 

WASH I NGTON 

September 27, 1994 

, RECOMMENDED! TELEPHONE CALL 

, 
! 

TO: 	 Pedro:Zamora 

DATE: 	 As soon as possible 

RECOMMENDED ElY: 	 Dan Bross, Executive Director 
AIDS Action Council 
(202)986-1300 

BACKGROUND: 	 Pedro,is a22 year old gay, CUban­
American in. the final stages of HIV 
disease. Pedro is a member of AIDS 
Action Council's board, a nationally
recognized speaker and advocate for 
adolescent HIV prevention and care, and 
currently seen each week on MTV's ~ 
Real World has been featured in the 
various publications including The Wall 
street Journal. ' 

CONTACT PERSCiN: 	 Carol H. Rasco QJ)p 
DATE OF SUBMISSION: 	 September 27, 1994 

ACTION: 	 Because of the work that Pedro has done 
ln the, AIDS filed, it was recommended 
that a very person~l call from the 
President would be nice. , 

P6/(b)(6)



i'-----------------------------------------------------­

THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

CAROL H. RASCO 
Assistanllo the President for Domestic Policy 

To: -~ 

Draft response for POTUS 

and forward to CHR by: _____________________ 

Draft response for CHR by: _______________________ 

Please reply directly to the writer 

(copy to CHR) by: ___~------------------------_ 

Please advise by: ___________________________ 

Let's discuss: __---,~----------------

For your information: __________________ 

Reply using form code: ____________________ 

File: _________________________ 

Send copy to (original to CHR): ______________ 

Schedule? . o Accept o Pending o Regret 

Designee to attend: _-.-___-:-____________ 

,Remarks ~ • ..:i:::I5J It L.. C7\....; .L\:I..A... \,\b--L 

I·· ~~ l ~~. 
--~-
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FAX MEMORANDUl\f· 
SEP 22 1994

AID~ TO:C~~
Actton 	 From: 8 ~ 1::> ~ 

Be: 

(,!l1I Ih:iI Date: 1/; G­

.... 


., 

18'" 

Cmzn«tlcul A,'t /'IW 

SlliR! :roo 

. lJti$bill[lttm DC 

Ftu lfJl 9N(i /j4S 

----------------~------------------------------------------Tell')] ?H6 {JO() 

--------~--------------------------------------------------

----_.------------------------------------------------------­

http:4562878-P.01
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.\ 
, , 

Serptember 22. 1994 

'. I'Caiol Rasco ~ 


Dan Bross •.",V~ 

R~: Preosidential Phone Call 

lbave avery special request -- a reque."U do not make Without a great deal, of 
IltuugilL ' , " ! 

i 

p~ Zamora., a. 22 yeai oleJ ~ay, Cuban-AmeriCaD is in the'tinal srage." of T1TV 
dise.;;ase. Pedro, a member of AIDS Actio.. Coum.;iI"s board. a nationally recognii;ed 
SJ?eaker Clnd o.dVOCD.tc for adolescent InV prevcntion auu care, Cilld <""Ul1'ently ~n" 
e;lch week on MlV's The Real World has been featul'eU.in lh~ various'publications 
ulclllding TheWilll Street Journal 

While Pedro's hea1m deteriorateS doily, ,hc continues to fight. 

I:, 1here anyway possible for you to assist in a.rra.nging a phonc call [,o.utlle 
F're."ident r.n Pedro? I understand this is ,:l very difficull rcqu~t to honor but waut 
ttl do what HttIe I can rn. bring some joy and hope to Pedro' G finel days. . 

I WU i1l.l..i:I.L:1dng additional information for y'our I1se. Please do 'not hesitate to give ~e . 
187:; a. call ifI caJi a.ll.sw~r any additional que.~tion or provide further information. 

. . .' . , 

thllnk YOll so much Ccu:ol fur your attention atld support 

1I'l.<:sI.ImpmO<: 

20009 

Fu::t;202?8G '_~d.5 

, Till '1)1 !J8(i IJOO 

',oj 

http:featul'eU.in
http:o.dVOCD.tc
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Pedro Zamora 


Pedro 'Zamora is 22 year old gay. Cub~-American living with AIDS who came to this country 
from Cuba wilh his family during the Mariel boat lift 'in 1980. Pedro grew up in Miami and was· 
infected with HIV (IS a teenager through. unprotected sexual intercourse. 

Since learning he was HIV infected at age 17 Pedro has become a nationally recogni~ed speaker 
and advocate for adolescent HIV prevention and care. He appeared in a fronl page article in the 
Wall Street Journal in 1993. was featured in one of CDC's American Responds to· AIDS 
campaigns and has been seen in numerous television interviews. Currently, Pedro is secn each 
week on MTV's The Real World, serVing as a tremendous role model for gay teens and people 
living with AIDS. 

.	As a board memb{~r of AIDS Action Council, Pedro has testified twice this year before Rep. 
Waxman's House Subcommittee on Health & the Environment on the topics of health care 
refonn and HIV pn~vention. Secretary Shala]a spoke about Pedro in her first major speech about 
AIDS in April, 1993. Pedro also served as a panel member of the CDC External Review 
conducted in the Sllmmer of 1993. 

P6/(b)(6)

P6/(b)(6)

http:4562878-P.02
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~ 1 ) 
~". 

.. ~~.... 2f1 . " iffLl/'i,(. Pedro s Story ' . 

Teen WithAIDS,Virus 
Trie:s to Teach Youths' 
Sorn,e Lessons for Life . 

At Miami Schools. He Talks 
About Sex. Pain. Death 
-And! His Own Odyssey 

Edu~ltion for Kindergarten 

Sy Eruc MO.Rc:t.vrHALEa 
Se4l/ R..I,.,"' .... 0/ T...c W AL.L STW.I:ET Joual't.u. 

~a - "What does a person wit.b 
AIOS loole like?" 190-year-old Pedro Za. 
mora ~';ks the class of fiftb.· aM sixlh. 
gnders at Golden Glades Elementar)'. 
School. iliands fIYLlp. 

"SklJ1.ny:" says a. girl near the frOnt 
"Tney don't walk :ooct." a boy chimes 

in, 

'. "The:,. wet their bed." says anotbet. 
and her. Classmates :1"le. 

Mr. Zamora. Wl10 is trtm. l'Iandmme . 
and lleaJtby·1OOkinr. calms the cb1Jdren 
down. "Let me ask 
you SO~ethlnr." he 
says. "Do I loot llke 
I have .\1I)S!'· 
"Noo~," the 

enure class I"e'­
$pOnds. 

"Well:. you know 
what:'" 

Scanl.nr W'ilh this 

new SChOOl year. 

A1DS education be- ~~,~I!.l••__ 

gins in kltlderprten 

In Dad:~ County's 

schOOl system. And 

the dlstrict's mast Pedro Zam07'4 


. potent ..reapon apjnst the deadJy d1sea.se 
is a dlsiuminr young man narned Pedro 
"Peter" Zamora.. ' 

DC TO 4562878 P.02 

tonn W\I,n sc:noolcnUQren reacnes a level of 
e:cpllc1tft@ss-as much in their questions as 
his answers-that might shock many 
adults. Yet no one here is shGCked­
e:ccept when U1ey hear that the teen-aeer 
talking' to tbem is infected witb Che HIV yt. 
rust whJch causes AIDS. . . 

"I rem.trmber 0 year ago being bt flUs 
Uf1J room. in llaU very class," Pedro cells 
the SZlllll1fU in Room 8ID o/.HiGleGlt Hig"
SChool. •• AM ewrybody WI1S' soring they 
WII'C bee,. tOtIChetl by AIDS. 
. , .. A1UI yel dUll boy ill tJw seal- (ZJl 

hoilOf' $lat1l!'IIl. CIa allllele. Jlot (l troMble­
maker. Pdpreuy populor at sdtool-1£IC2.S . 
HIV·positiw. . . 

, "A 1« 01 lLS leef AIDS is lilto'er goi~! to 
touch. <TIlT Uve.s. 1 leU t.h.Gl l&4y. too. 

Thl" storm blew up soon after the 

Sinchia M, left the Cuban p&>rt' of Martel 

stuffed wiLll' about a refugees. It was 

May 30. 1980. me slxtb ~k of the Mariel 

boallift. which brought 125.000 CUbanS to 
flOrida shores • .~ 

.' Pedro Zamora. elgbt years old. !'lad. I .- ./
never been on a boat, before. He. was very I 

JseasicJc. . . 
Pedro and hiS gra.,nd."ot.l'ler were bud· 


died Oft a crowded bWlk inside the baat's 

cabm. Pedro w~ wearing his best c:10tAes: 

a Supennan T·sbirt 'tn utlde bad tmxagtlt 

from America and bille' cotton paDCS hiS 

mother had made from one of her sJc.In:s; 

she. used reel thread ratber thaD blue be­

cause blue thread. Uke so mudl eJse. was 

scarce iD castro's CUba.. esped.alIy fOf 

{amUles as pcor as the Zamora$. 


The other member.; of Pedro's fam1ly­

his parenti. HecUlf aDd Zoraida: biS IS­

year-old sister. MUagrQs: bJs 12-year-o~ 

brother, Jesus-sat ou~ide 012 benc:bes lD 

the rain. People were lammed so ~~y 

together tIW the seasick, bad, to vomit &n 

place. The ram washed It away. 


Surrounc11.ar the passengers. separated 

only by a rope, was a grotesque dlorus or '. 

murderers. thieves. rapists. iDSane people. 

the dreadfUlly stc:IL. Ule hombly impaired. 

They had been pur on ~ by the casrro 

regime. wnich was I&SLnr the boaf:lJft to 

empty its priSons and mental hosr»ta1s· 


http:Surrounc11.ar
http:d1sea.se
http:Scanl.nr
http:SklJ1.ny
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'-' ~ 
, til.'; flve oldest siblinP-·lia.d-~I; i;fi'~ I" 

\ 

~ 
' 

hind ill Cuba. Altbov.rb the oIde,st oat. a . . 
married SiSter. had Dever iI1tl~Dd.ed to I '. 4 199 .,

Alleave. the other four. aU brothers, plWled "IHE WALL $IiREt:!' ~~,.SEl"lEMBER, 1 ! 

to go. For ave days. tIley were ;Irocessed I ','
aJonr wtib everyone else. F1nal.ly'. tile day , 

lIle boat was loaded. they were told. _ 

COI.l1dn't leave because lIley wEn at or 
Ilearin( draft age. one was tile t'lliiD of p~ 
dro's sisler MiJ.arras, , 

. the senior Zamoras said th~y 9O\IJdJl't 
, 	leave their sons. But the sons \nSI.SIed tbe 

rest of the family go. to give :tbe ,am.rer 
c:b.iJdren a cbante at a. bette!.r We. t'beY 
said they'd joiD their family willen tile cas· 
tro regime fell. wbicb everyone assumed 
would. be soon. . 

Tbe trip to Key Wesl took 13 hOW$. As 
PedrO walked off tbe boal. tll:bdy ditch· . 
inr h1s mother's band.. a rna.D pte bim . 
a.D apple. Pedro looked a1 tus ,mother. a.Dd 
tears fUled their eyes. His brother PanchO. 
who they'd left behind. bad said tile 6.rs'tdW1, he wanted to do ill America was ear 
an'apple. 	 .. .. . 


..,.----- ­
MII.,lJ!Il 

Dear Perer. 
Hi! HoUl tu'e 'yoa !eeUftgf I hope good. 

WeU I'm all riglal. rm IAe gI'" (01. II middle 
school I'll aJt tI.,per-middle-cI'cu.s ~ 
hood near MiamiJ IMt ask"f ,OtI. "." gOJl 

• reacted wM,. ,OtI. /oatul. 0IIl tluU ,. AaIl 
AIDS• .Wea wM,. I .sr:nD yeil UIIIIt i" tll, 
door I cordtbl't believe ZMl 1- hII4. AIDS. 
It's jUll thal .YOlI're so goo'" looa.g tIIIII. 

'. 

. ' 

Sc.bool was in £ngJlsh. and the Mariel . 
refugees were spread around. co force 
them co adapt. Pedro. Who arrived speak­
IDr only Spanlsb. found it easy co comma­

. a.lcate. III difficult slmadoDl. be would :t.Iy 

on the only otber SpaNsb-speater't,n I:ds 

class. a Paeno Rican Sir! who was flueDt 

III EDI'!1StL 


ne 8m time Pedro recited tile alpba­
bet ill !DC1\Sb. all the kids In his' c.tass ap­
pIaalcled.

Pedro's falber quickly got a job mowing 
lawu,. and later be bepn worlclnr in con­
S'll'UCtloa. Pedro's mOtber found work in a 
T-sIdrt f.acf.ory. The famUy had a two-bed· 
I"CIOrD aparDJ'le.Dt: the parenu in one becf. 
room. MDacras and her granc:lmother in 
tile secoDd. &Dd Pedro and Jesus on tbe 
~;bed III tile Jivtnrroom. 

After two or three monthS. the Zamoras. 
In the U.s.. ud tile Zamoras in Cuba fl· 
nally coc a phoM calJ tb~p. The caJJ 
lasted oaIy bar minlltes. but It didn't mat· • 
ter. Everyoaewas CI"Y1ni' so bard tbey
CDUldn't t&It. . . '.' 


MDagras remembers ller binhday Wt 

year. She wanted It to be bappy. but It also 

was tile binbday of her twin. PanCho. and 

be was In CUba. Her motber cried the 


. whOle day. 	 . • 
-For .Pedro. however. the sad!less was 

al'\I'By:I aeeelne. He was etCbC yearsolcl. He . 
was ba'riDr a great dme In this ne-lud. 

, He was r.Iu1Iled tD dlsc:oYer a ~ 
pool at the apanmem complex bIs family. 
moved. to ill Hlalea.b.. ftSt of M1a.rni. Pedro 
bad !lever seeD. aSVlimmiDr pool befOre. 

http:aparDJ'le.Dt
http:F1nal.ly
http:iI1tl~Dd.ed
http:Altbov.rb
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. Pedro's Story: Teen Teaches Lessons tor LIte \ 

<­

As the years weDt on, the hollowness or~ the family's assumption thu castro .soon, 
D... 	 wooJd· 'all-and the ramily be reunlted­

gnawed al evelYODe. Pedro's mother would 
have panrs. o. loneUDess while ill' tile 
kitcben. She was used to ~r tor big~ m 	 family gatherings, and tile process itselfN, 
reminded her Ulal five o. her eilbl dill.tR 	 drell weren'c here. 

"I always rem.ember In)' mother saying 
$be ditin"i wani aU tiIese materiai dilitgs,
sbe just wuled everybod~ 10 be 'IOIe'ther 
apin:' says Pedro's brother Jesus. "We 
dJdn'l have tooa in Cuba. we didn't hafe I 
money. and we like It rnucla beeter bere. 
Bul we were happier over there betause 
Wt·wen au logetller." 

Mn. Zamora. and Pedro were especially . 
o 	 cJose. He was lIIe baby 01 the family, and 
I-	 sbe trealedldm as ber special clllld. He 

ud his mother WOllJd walch movies on, 
leleftslon toredu!t. Tbey WOUld pia, card 

u cames and QUnese cbecken.. .The)' wouldo 	
duce to old o..ban mUSic. They would IalIt 
ror bOllI'S, 

Wben Pedro was n, a mole on his 
mo~r's race began 10 chance sbape. BY'/
tile time she went 10 a doctor, in June 
I., weer bad spread, She continued Co 

Z 
D 	 work lor more. lbu a ,ear, bUI her COllell. 

Uon worsened. One rnomin,r, In die sprtng
I ­
U 01 J&, Pedro's modter asked htln. "If I 
<I were to dJe ud COUld leave yooanytbinr 
OJ 	 ,m. wanled, What woidd tl be?" 
o ..... He joked OW she had so Alany mWlons 
<I 01 cfoUars be dJdn'llmow bow many to ask 

for. BuI She said, "No. really." Aid be IOld 
E her thal be atways bad loved ber hair. It 

was Ioac and black and cascaded down herff , back. For relirious reasons-she wor. 
sblped a saint named Ochun In a Cuban. 

tR African tatu, caUed Sanleria-slJe Arver 
cu. her hair. 

[I­
..... Mn. Za.mOra. loki Pedro thai aJllloorh . 

she (OuldA't cut her hair, she S'IOSnewhere' 
v had a rrw locks tha, bad been cui beforeffi she convened. Someday she would IooIl for ..... them. she said • 
~ 
N 
I 

It. 

OJ 
W 	

'3 

I 

' 
. 

That afternoon, when Pedro rerur:led 
from school. befOWld two pieces of folded, 
lined paper in one 01 his drawers. IftSid.e 
were locks of his mother's halr. It wasn" 
untO she died. siX weeks lacer. lUI il 
strode him sIIe must have speRl tbe entireda, looking for lbem, ' . 


!'Her death affeeted everytbing," says 

, Pedro's slsUr MDacros. "She was Ole one 

who kept tblnp toeelller. Sbe was tile
=~e!~!h!~i!:...~!n~~~~:,~~ Afterwanl.,'hoIlgtI. ~e $O.,s II;'/el,"haf~:;u.:": :r'';~";!;;k";d~I';'; , ~. C ;''r."i ::tee ~:.'i;=.. .' j 
problem our OWl way." . 

. 
"Hf1UJ did "* ealel AIDS'" 0 firf IIem',t., frofd asks at tnI apenmtJtIal sdool 

fr}r former IIJId _lIld·be Ai,,.-sc:1VJoI drop· 
ouls ill doumloum MilJmi. 

'" flOC iUllrougluua41 COIIlQCI," Pedro' ,deDI 01 the month," and he cot a leiter 
CMclft"S. "I tim $If,e 01 tMl. bec:G1I.W I 110m the mavor. He dJdo't drink, smoke'or' 
never I'iIJd a blood 'nw/KsiOtl, r'lever used use drugs. "The girls .aIJ I!\ougIII he was 
iltlr~ dnlcrs. CDUJ' AIJd ben $UMl1" . lIIe botte$t thine araund," says one 
acliUe," 'teacher. Tbe tawlty raved aboul Mm. 

. "Where .s rl\e person MWI" tmOtJ'ter "Pedro Z:aJnora is one of tile nnest 
.(Ii" asb.. )'OWIr men that I have Jnfl dunne my 

"I reGfIJldt»l·, blow &Me' f10f it from," teathing career:' lIIe 'head of tile school's 
, he respoml$, aJUI 0 'ow ''0000000'' ri,,.. Enc11sb deputmenl wrote in a leiter nom.· 
rArouoh rite twdimce. , naltnc birD for an award. 

"II IINI.S duriltl1 a period 01 mil life whell At home. his ,amoy Joked iliac Pe-tro 
I IINI.S ueI'JI promiSCIWU. wIIell tluld more Iwas lhe onI, one witll "clean hands"­
,Ima OM partller," mell\iac he'd never done hard labor. They 

He pallSes.· , . i saki tbal he. unlike the OCher men in the 
"MJ/ mocller died wIum I WiU' n." ne . IamB),. wocddptocoltere.11Ieypredkted 

room beCGmes qwiel. , be'd ~ a doctor or a lawyer. they
' .. , .. dtlllbc, willi Iter detllh-t1f notdeal, ,; caDed IUm "LIle elecudve." 
ira, wll il-'did 'wo '-ers. , 1JIe"' cdl mil I ..mere was Ute other side to Pedro's 
"effie, ilt school: , ra tmct. t look I' Ire thai most peeple cDdn't set. II was 

hOllors clOUts" WBS active ;n ewrythiit,. 

Alid 1M seeou ttin, I did tDClS , IDent oat ' 

cuid parCied, Because tbe me;" rlUng IDO.S , 

tIithI" IBImr to be home, because .n , 

wo.s Mme" Aad to lace my mother's 

dearA. ' , 

'" jormd rur lhrolloh su, , cOtlJd ~el 

some ollhe filings thai weTe missillg ;11 my 

ute - rhe hu~ alUllbe kissel, the oflellliolt. 

1M olJecUtm.... ' 

A st&J4eld ,GiSts fler hand. 
'" sometimes lIWIk (11:41 iI' die,' willi I 

k with my grandflllttl, ,i. 1ie4W1l," shtl I
sa". "Do ,. ever ftink .1uIl il,!.lOll dit.i 
you will '"' to he/We1l aJUI be wah ,oW'11
mom' Alld does ,Ml tom/fRf lIC*'" . 

Pedro G:llSIDerl 9f1ICff• .lOrin, Ite some' ~ 
,u.mu w such lhougIiU bur ~ rullII 

, 
doen', Imide about dear" much I 

The ZomorGS' at8filagro(.s part,. 'he ' 
all Ped,. lUlU .,.9mJ'; leSltS, Pe4ro. ' 
Tico, stand.ilfl; Milcgros. HeClt1f, tilling­

0 • • 

Pedro lOOk honors classes at Kialeu 
Junior High School and was captain or the 
cross'CountTy squad,· He was presidenl of 
the Selenee Club. His class voted ~im 
"best .aIJ-arourw:I" and "most Intellectual" 
boy. ne cny of Hialeah named him "Slu' 

downr1ght suicidal. alUioup Ptd.ro dtdn'l 

understand thaI at Ute tame. 


"When.l was In SltvenOl grade, a doclor 
came in to talk to our clus." he sayS.. "He 
.wore a tIlree-(iieee aWt ami had m, hair 
and was taIdnr aboul AIDS as their ells­
ease, DOl our disease. His auttude was tbal 
we know you wiD never need Ws tnlonna­
UOJI because you aren't sexually aclive, 
bul we're elvin&' it to you uyway. He 
dJ4n't &aIk about S9 pracCices. He elldn't 

,tan about condoms. He didn't tan about 
testing. 

"1 came out of lbal witll Ole llOtion that 
I dIdn'l have to do anything abeNt It. AIDS 
COUIdn' happen to me. Nothing I ever 
heard later chaJlged lhat notiOn. And J am 
very angry aboultbal." , 

.. , jfJUJll, got mil Gtt 'Of1flIier, aflu 0 
~ t1f two 01 ~,,;' PUJ'o teUs 0Ai'" school closs, "TAen I reui_ 0 Ittl". ,
/rom U.e Red Cross, ,erN", I'JU there UI4S ,. 
prof)lem wi." Ute blood "d ¢UftI ill 8 
school bJood driue. _ asQltt me '0 come 
ift IUUI see '''t'Ift.'' 

He rot the news oo'Nov. 9, 1•. Aller 
ignoring ~veral letlen from lIIe Red 
Cross. be ftnaUy weat 10 his doctor '0 get 
taled ror the HJV virus. When the nurse 

, lold him be had. leSled positive. he dlcln'C 
, react. Once he'roc back to hiS car, alone, 

he fell apart. He drove 130 btoc:ks down 
Btscayne Boulevard to a friend's apan," 
~~n!~ ~~ng Ihe enUre way., He could 
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It was hJs $iSler Milagros's 25th bim· I 
day. He tried 10 get out of the family din· 
uer. bul she insisled he attend, He went 
and never let an that anytblng was wrollC'/
II the pitlUm (t( that evenin" he Is smil· 

ing. 


He says that -asu't the WOrs'l day 01 his 
life. Th.t worse day of his we, he says,"as ; 
the day Ile made the crtp from Martel. I 

When at last he told Ills ram.tly, a couple 
of weeks later. they were de.,astated. "It 
was lile a door dosin .. :' says bls. (ather.
Hector, wbo now worflS for a yacllt builder. 
"My IIrst question was, why not me? I am . 
old and bave DYed my Ufe. Ht~ ls a youne 
man w"ose life Is j~ beC1lWnr;" 

• • It 

"HolII sMvld ... beIIm.le to""" ptople 
wlto Gre HIV'posiliue'" II MgA·doal 
readhtr ask •. 

"HtJU/ woldd YO" btJIave !oword some' 
.	one ..mh callce, or diabCIIIS (Jr any oIlier 
serioUs diseae'" ptdro rt~. "TrtIJI 
il like »nwlhill, normCII. Do,,'I Ireal il like 
a "t9 deal. 

..A 101 o/us u:alllIQ 'eU Pfople, inri Wf I 

do,,', WdJIII 10 teU JOI'II il ,ou're ~ng 10 • 
Slart cryillg Gild (ony;lIg 011. 

"There art two IMllflS I lultt, t lIaU it 
w1ltJI peo,I, lea me llW everytMIIg is p­
ili' '0 be all rigllt. AJtd , luIle U wAe. 
Ute, SOJ IAe'll Wlder$lalld wMI' am going 
fhrough. B«GfUe IAe, redl, dim', WIder· 
Slaad. They taII'1. 

"WIIIII I IIftd is someW, to lisIerr to 
me. Some&od, 'till., me fir Jelld m.¥ hand. 
Somebofflf to erg with me, '0 $d' U's nil' 
nalt' 10 cry, Ws d riglll 10 be Ollql")', 
So~bodg '0 $(I, I IDisII I aIUld do SGme' 
llUlft} tul ,here's IlflMII9 I (!.Ill do. 

"Beta... thm is ltOthill9 you co df) 10 
tAolIgl hGW I am goilllJ 10 Irel. Y011 dolt" 
It.ave (I C1Irt. ~.. dOli" hdue 0 cmswt'r. 
AU you tan do i.s ~ tA~.Te 1(If' me:' 

In April 01 last year, Pedro woke liP ORe 
momiDf wltb blisters on b~ Ups. Two days 

. laler, he was in a hospital emergency 
room. Ills face cO"ered wltb shingles. He 
thought be lIIIas CUing to die. He was in lIIe 
hospital more .than lWo weekS. HIS room 
was usually fll1ed wUb family. lriellds, 
Rowers and carns. bUI when he .jolted 
down hIs lbougbts althe time, he wrole: "I 
fefl so lonely and abandoned." He recov· 
ered at home for MoUler month or SUI 

. WfP,kS. He doesn'l have hl"allh InsuraD!e .. 

says. '" was shocked, and lilac Wasn'l ro­
IDr 10 help blm at all." 

He went 10 summer st11ool. One day, his 
class was discussing bomClltXuaJ1ty. He lis. 
tened as several classmales made dispar. 
artng eommenlS abcut rays, One boy 
brarred aboul haVie'; beat up a gay man, 
Pedro exploded. QuI~rlDC .Wllh 'anger, be 
iGid'Ui~ Wii"u"iiEiiU· abiiiii1',"Yiwtn: Used' 
on "eloos'$le~. ' 

. He was py, be said. If UIese CUY5 knew 
so much about gays. wby "adn't lbey
known lIIal! ' 

In Ibe weekslbat (oUo!l1!d. be began 
:iving talkS abOut AI.DS in his c~. 
Without disdosing his condition. Last faD, ' 
aUer ht' go1 his diploma, Il.e decided to go
publlt. 

"WIIaI make.s You CON' obGVl People 
liM ftS'·· Q troy 4.'Iks Ilear Ihe ,PIlI 01 ont' 
qIleSlion-aM'QPlSWtr sessiOOt III an inner­
:i/y high school. "You tmIltJ IuIw ,oItJ ItO­,04,. rOll tould Iuwe JIUiI /(JJ'fIJIleJt rite 
UXITId. WhOl makes .¥OII Cfjre'" . 

"'s a qlAtSIiM Pedro.seldom gdJ, and"'t pout's· &t/Orr OlUllleriag. 
"Tilt ptJiJt llIaIl /ttl," he "DillS. "fhe 

,111ger.llte II.". , .." _III all~ody else 
to go ,luo.gIl 'flU. 

"Nobody dtmws 10 gef flU tIi.$eae,l 
10n', cart will) .hey are or tMat IAey fIi4. I 
tien'C CGl.t il 'Ae, an II mugger. Noboff, 
1tserves '0 go throug" wh4I , IuJw .e", 
'h,ollpl!. Nobod!l: 

"You think it's eas, 'I) ~ here GIItI &e 
oer$,OMl Md ans:rwr an Ihese qwSlions1
't's not. 8td il you U!f me. Y0I might re4/. 
:If il eolrld IU'1ppoelf 10 y<*. Thal is lDh, I 
°lm Jeer,:' 

1 

He missed IWQ months of school withoul; 
ever teIUn;: tllt' sch(JOJ oacUy what was! 
wrong. Or. ''!tumlng, he lold his counselor 
tbat he had AIDS. Tbe man was so SlUJlJ\ed 
he !)arely ecuid speak. ". had to apcJlogizt" 
10 t-.im for UJe reacUon," Ute counselor 

Althougfl "e'd had a fifelong fear of 
public speaking, Pedro Signed 00 last fall 
as a speaker \I1tb a local AIDS group. He 
qUickly camt" to lbe·alleltion 01 Ute Dade 
County IlUbitc school system. which beru 
bookinr him for hlgb-scOOohppearances_
Socm. lie was In heaY)' demand. Pedro, now 
often caUed Peler, looks like a hlP. 
schooler hlrnsel-dressed in jeans. a knit 
shirt and sport SlI.<les,. Als b!adl hair 
brusbed badl- but be Jlandles himseJf willi 
easy assurance. "How ytu I\IYS cfoIn'?" be 
begiDS in hls a«ented InrUsh. 

. "1 U!ln,k p.!!~.'s p!'t!enUUJ:r. b;IUi"M~ 
of an lrnpae'l lban any teccure uy of lilt' 
teadlers can ever flYe." says Nadine Gay, 
AIDS education supervisor for the sd!ooI
dIsb1ct. where _ A.tDS frisIs Is hltaDr 
even tile earllul gndes as bUIes born 
WIlli the VInas reaeb schoo) age. "He Is 
someone lbe Studen1S can relate (0. He Is' 
anocher teen.r." .. 

He now typk.aUy spends several days a 
.week Ial.kInr 10 da.sses. The school dislrtCI 

I doesn't pay rwn, bUI Bod)' PostUv(o Reo 
SOUf't(l Cenrer IDe.. a Miami AlOS orpnt. 
za11on. retnd)' sec.ured a grant Chat pru­
vides him a sma.LI salary. He also speaU
19 Iota) ciVic. cllun:h and· eorporate 
croups.. A retena panel appearance at 

I SouUJem BeD In Mtami lOt SUCh a IO'Qng . 
response Utat t.be company plans CO have f 
Pedro bact lor I special session with teen-! 
age cldldren 01 employees.. i 

Pednt Ia1lors h11 apPearances to 1ndI" 
"dual gmups. Somedmes he·llves wbal be 
calls 1115 "AJOS )0." lecture, bu. he. often 
Just nelda que:stlcms. He (oUows the school 
distrtct's teac.bme guidelines, bur lbe 
CUtdeli1les are IIfleraJ and his pres.enlaUons 
are expltdl Afew SChools require parental. 
pennbsion for students to tRend the SJeS· 
sions; f~w part'D1.S Wi1hbold it. 

• * • 
'" tim Q wry 0JH1t poe,Stm," .My! Pedro,


"so YOII en a.st mt wholtwr ymt 

IOOJIII." 


"Why didla" goa IW' Q Comtom~" Ii 

!i:tth·grader III Goidell Gladt.s £lememory

asks. 


. ..BeCfjIW! I ditlR" Utlnk I wG.s goillg 10 

gel AIDS. Thr perM did,,', roM li"t Ihey 
IuuI AIDS olldl .'1 WOTTy abow if. , 
Ilttmf/U JOtI coldd lell i/a personluul AIDS 
by Wital 'fley lG6ttd like. Bea YlhI ant'1. 1/ 
yOil ar, dOillg Utot. if )/OII'r" Ilavin9 SU, 

yo., .showd liSt' jI ('CUomo" 


II Pedro tells students ~t abstention 
I lrom sex aIld drup'ls all answer 10 AIDS.I "There's a myth going around the schools 

0 that e~rybody is haYing sex. especially
' 	 1M boyS, and uaal's not true:' be leUs one 

dl§...., you don't WIIIt to .haye sex, YOII 
don't have 10." , 

Howeyer. I"s clear lht many students 
want olller answers. In a survey Ias1 ~ar 
01 2.000 Dade Onmty stUdents·tn rndes 
line through l2, 63" said 1M)' bad en. 
raged In sexuallnteJ'COO1'Se. TIllIS. Pedro's 
Ialks often cover everytbIDg frOm needle­

'IWiiWiiioil iCtiwiqua .ior drug users io 
bow co· use • CODdonJ, "tn opening tht' 
~," be SIaJ1S out, "you don'l use 
your teeth because \ISlnC your teeth could I 
break tile eondom, So yW want 10 open It 
With your hand." 

"I am not there co J. tbe:lr bebay· J' 
lor," PedroMYS later. ") am Ulere co mod­
ify II." 

The qu.esUons be cets from adult audio r 
~nces are lame compan!d with tIJose from 
lids, Buedurinc recent viStts 10 seven Mi· t 
amI·area scbDoIs, Pedro never pye aD au· I 
dlenc:e anythinc il dldn" seem ready lor. 1 
Teachers unUonnIy praised the sessions. 
Sh1dents generally were ~. attentive 
and fuJI of quesUoAS. 

Jl'I his presentaClons. Pedro sidesteps : 
quesUons aboul his OWJI sex.uaI ortenIaUon. :, 
That tacUt rdIec1S tbe sclJool dlstricl's- I 

and Pedro's-approach of stftsSlng tbat 
AIDS tbreatens evtryooe. oot Just ceJ1aln 
croups. Most SWdenls seem 10 asswne f1to 
11 tl.eteJOSelul. ".Do you Ida your eirl. 
frWnd on the mouth?" a tlfgh-sc.hoo.I "rl 
asks-but bls answers usually art gender-
neutral: ··Yes. I do kIss." 

"Most people.tlllt (o'say' am a ~ 
rncJC!UuaJ, a druc addict. a prostItule, a be­
mophOJac-because " lJIey aren' an)' oJ 
Ulose lhInp., llJey fee. safe," be cells one 
class. "But thaC Isn't trut'. You·are not 
sale. AIDS is OU1 tbere, If you engage in 
bleb-risk beJlarior. AIIybody taft get il." 

TI'Ie number 0' reported AIDS cases 
among leen-I&trs is relatively low-TI5. in 
~ most recent Centers (or Disease Con· 
lrol tabulation-but lIIe figure doesn't re-

fleet peoplE, such,.&! Pedro zamora. who 

are InJecle«! wiUlII\E' virus bul haven'l d~ 

veloped AIDS. Tbf tXlenl of leen-a" ill. 

fectlon Isn', known. since most teens don'l 

gel testE'd for the Yirus and symptoms can 

take years 10 apPP31', However, educators 

WOrrY th:tt m~n" "nun,... ........ __, ... _ . ..-


Ul 
rn 
-u 
I 

~ 
I ..... 

\.D 

'R 
..... 
.,J 

Ul 
.,J 

"!1 
;u 
o 
3: 

D ..... 
tI 
Ul 

a ..... 
o z 

tI 
() 

-I o 

A 

~ 
I\j 
ro 
.,J 
ro 

-u 

ffi 

http:beIIm.le


• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. DC TO 	 . 4562878 P.06
SEP-22-1994 17: 58 FROI'1 ~IDS ~CTIDN 

. : 

, 
• 

:'There's a lot of ignol"an~e," says J.R. 

Gourley. director of Teerils Teadllng AIDS 

PreventiOn. a group based in Kansas City. 

Mo .. Cbat nms a national AIDS hotline for 

teens (1-_134·1££11 1. "We gel asked. 

thtngs tIIlt are almost unbelievable." Al· 

though it has just two Ji'IleS and cperale5. 

only (rom 4 p.m. to 8 p,m, weekdays. the 

hotl1ne gets 2.000 to 3,0110 caDs a month 


. trorn t~n·agers. most sei.~ktnf informatiOn 
about AIDS. Mr. Gourley SAys: 

"Do YOIl still go Ollt cl(1ld MVt /UIC'" a 
f1"fJI2·scMoler cz.sks.' .

".sv.re:' Pedro re,lief;. '" flO 0IIl and . 
play baebGll. I go olll 1I~:d d.cUlce. 1go O'tft 
10 rile mDVies, I go olll 10 Plzrfl H~, 1 
do almost eue'J1llirt9 ,~v fIlJS IDOVld 
do," 

Peclro Zamora pJus to stan coUeee 
next year. He hopes eventually to be a. 
counselor on dealtl and d)'inf. MeanwbDe. 
he Is reasonably Ilealtby-aside fronI the 
sldftgles last year. be hasn't bad a maJOr 
lDness-and he leads a ilOn:nai life. 

HIs brother Hector Jr... or nco.. lOt out 
of CUba several years af,o and ~1Ded.1ht 
family tn Hialeah. but Ute otherS are SUlJ 
on the Island. 

As for Pedro's fUture. l.tIM! family is real· 
!sUc 1Nt hopeful. '". cSon't know Wby God 
cbase us to go through U'II.s. but t do have 

faith and I do bave hope.... Pedro's father 


·Says. "I know there are, many people tn 

this world wbo are fighting for a soIu· 


. tion.". . . 

Pedro bas a bUoyut personality ud an 

·	easy charm. and people Ire drawn to bim. 
He says be never bas been rejeeted bf. 
cause of bJs Ub\es$. Yet the specter of 
AIDS MUftIS everyUalnC. Re<:eDU)'. be ft()­
tlCed a smaD purplisll spell on his shoulder. 
His firSt reactiOQ was lerl1>r: He Utougbt It 
Il'U KapcsfS Sare~a. o~"'f of the I'I'ICISt ~ 
ta~aJ of AWS-:related l~~. '''Tben I sa.kl 
to myself, ·Oh. don't worry about It. ~ 
It'S just a spot.' n be re:aUs. 

And it was just a 5PO.t. He bad moved 
Into a new aparunent Uaatweekend aDd 
apparenUy bruiSed hlmself canying tIoxes.> 
In a few days. the spot wc'IDt awa,y. ''It was 
nothing." be says. "Sut e'woel')' t.1mt you eet 
a Uttle mark on )'OUr ~cdy, every Wne 
your stomach gets upset t)r someOllnc else . 
happens. the first tl'li••, Ui2! comes to mind 

· is AIDS," 

-------..-~ -... ~. 

.5 


"Do ,VO- ever lhiJllt tMl auli.n the rime 
comes 10-,..' JmoiD-go 01. yoM'U gel 
xcaretl, .. (l girl lleor'rIle lHrck 01 hf!I" /tigle­
.school c.Itwroom czsts. . 

,. .., 9f!t .scamf ftOll)," Pedro replies. "I 
i get wry 1CtITaI. 
I "n urn crl..,s Gl>nl <leolA. beCGW'If! 

death -.s ....,. (l aegGlioe this, ro me. To . 
me.·dI!tItJt is jtul. CI chlurge, WIW reall, 
'COrtS me II the proee". In "., tick. 
bein.g i1l tAe ltospU/ll. 1iIwi", m, jbmi1.,
"Her. a« bel,., IIble to r. carr 0/ mY" 
·selI. n.at scmu me a lot:' . 

.,Do,.h4ue a, tAtnighU IJbour Idllift, 
~.. ats a bog ar GIiGtAer higA 
school. 

·'No. !tot retI1l,:' Ped.rO .,s. "111ever 
rIlOfl~ lerioul, ofsW.ddt. ne _,I., 
lITOligIU lIP. II', Sf1mRt1titl, yoa JIISl dOl't 
do. Lift is Il. 91ft from God, aM OfIly Gocl 
ea. takt .it mDClJ. ..: "n, wei, 1 look ar it is locfG, 1 (1m 

. "crt, 'Ula1lIt,. t_y IDMt I MW to do i.s 
leCU"ll to llw IDilh AIDS. I! tomol'l"Otolt de4t.1t 
or tic:lclless or a elITe comes QJottg. I II1iU 
deal willi lluu thn," 

.. 




AUG-24-l994 13:14 FROM OASPA NEWS DIIJ 
TO 

, .' ': . , " '/-' 94562878 P.01 
.... ,.. 

FAX 
TRANSMISSION 
u.s. Department ofrJiealdl and HumaD Serviees 
Office of the Secref:#il' 

, I AUG 2 4, REC'O' 'DATE: 

TO: 

FAX: 


PHONE: 


FROM: RICHARDSORIAli 

OASPA/SPttCH OIVISIO!, 

Pbollc: 
Fax: 

(201) 
(202) 

~99"",'3; 4t~f' 
690-73l5 ' 

.. 

; 

St:j2. 0 

, 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES TRANSMIn~D'i : 

COMMENTS: 

" 

200 Independence Avenue.. S.W.• BHH Bldg., Room 63~E, Washington, D.' 



AUG-24-1994 13:14 FROM OASPA NEWS DIU TO.~, ' .,,~,:.. ',""". "~I 94562878 P.02 

Coro I' '; 
DEPARTMENT Of ffEALTH &. HtJMAN SERVICES \le Ie 0 Office of tile Secretary . 

Washington, D,C. 20201 

XBKORAllnUK 

To: Variousstaf! 

From: Ricbarc1 sorian(l.S 

Su:bject: Draft Remarks for P~tsy Fleming 
.. 

Date: 8/24/94 

At.tached are draft r~arks for pa;:tSY;i Fleming to deliver 
Fl:'iday morninq to the CDC STD/BIVGii~~tee Meeting. 

Please review~~em"an~ return.,any'f doinme-iits or .changes to . 
m.~1 by 12 noon ':I'hUrsdaY'~ I am in Room 632.E and can be 
rnached at 401-5920. 

Thank you. 



1 

RUG-24~1994 13:15 FROM OASPA NEWS DIU TO 
. '~", 'r •• :" .'''~'' '. -'"', 94562878 P.12I3 

','.. 

Remarks 


Patricia s. Fleminq 


National AIDS Policy Coordinator (:j['nterim) 


at 


1994 Division of 'STD/HIV Prevention 


Grantee Meeting 


August 26, 1994 

HELLO: 

It's a 1:'eal pleasure to join you tbismqr~i'linq. 

Thanks floD for that qenerous introductic;tn. Anel my thanks to 

Judy WasserhE~it for the invitation to speak to you today. 

Since m~{ interim appointment as AIDS Policy COordinator was 

announced, I've bad a busy month. 

I • ve me·t with the President to discuss AIDS policy 

priorities. 

live been to Japan and back for the T~n~p International 

Conference on AIDS. 
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And I've begun an onqoinq series of meetings, with the men 

and women who are in the trenches of our· ,~attle against HIV just 

as you are. 

All of these have been very helpful mee.~l;.ff,9's. At times, as 

in Yokohama, they have been quite sobering, as we discuss and 

hea.r about the sQominqly unyielding nature of the SIV epidemi:c. 

But there has been cause, too, for optimism as we aggressively 

plan for the future. 

My discu.ssions with the President made one thinq very clear. 

He is a man \i'ho understands the depth and complexity of this 

disease and t.lle urgency with which we ~u.;:;t address it. 

The Pres;ident and I discussed our desll!i~ jfor further 

investments In the reaeral rcsponco to AIDS· :i:lil the areas of 

. research, trE!atment, and prevention. 

We also talKed about the a.bsolute nQcessity of passing 

comprehensivE! health care reform leqislation this year. 

Universal henlth care will quarantee that all Americans -­

especially those with life-threatening disGa~c::u; like HIV -- have.· 

pri.vate health insurance that they desperately neea. 
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Tho d.ebatE? raging here in Washington over health, care reform 

is critical to our collective battle against HIV and other 

sexually transmitted diseases. 

There is no question that people vith AIDS need insur,ance to 
. , 

. guarantee the,ir access to life-sustaining- treaaent and. c1rug 

therapies. Yet 27 p~.rcent of people vit!'i ~IP$ in this country 

have no healt.h insurance. That leaves them :a~ the mercy of a 

health care s;ystem that has become increasingly fixated on an 

economic bott:om line.. 

But health care reform isn't just about saving the .lives of . 

those who arE! lnfected. with HIV. It's about preventing infection 

in the first place. 

Each 01' you here today is part of t.he q10bal battle against 

HIV. You arEl, in fact, on the front 'lines of the fight to , ' 

extinguish HIV from our international lexicon. 
, -,''''1 I 

There I!; a new level of enthusiasm in th~s Administration' to 

win the fight against HIV. Certainly that enthusiasm is tempered 

by the reali1:y that we face a very formid:1bl:e foe. 

But vith a continued infusion of leadership, resources', and 

innovation I believe ve will make real proqress.' 
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The focl:ts of this meeting STO and SlY !p.revention -- is 

vital to our collective efforts to protect th~ ~health of the 

American public. 

Let' s bE~ clear; HIV is overwhelmingly a sexually 

tr,ansmitted disease. It is I perhaps I the most devastating STD wa 

will eve.r en(:ount~r. And it is linked to a host of ¢ther STOs 

that we have been dealing with for a long time. 

Today i 1:hc Unitad states has the h~9hest rate of STD 

transmission in the industrialized world.~ :~ estimated 12 

million new cases are reported each year. 

These s'catistics have very serious imp;I.ications for the 

health of ou:t' nation. 

I'd lik'e to focus this morning on the impact of the HIV 

epidemic on 'Wiomen in this country and to discuss the 

interrelationship between lIIV and other STPs. 

I believe that women are the third, wave of the HIV epidemic 

in this country. 

As the first two have affected and conti'nued to affect gay 

men and injecting drug users, the third wave iswreakinq havoc 

with a qrowing number of American women. 
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To illust:rate that point, let me share with you the stories' 

of two women. 

The firs1:. woman is Africp,n-American, 1'!) ~er early 30s. 

She r s had thr~ae sexual partners. in her lifetime· and believes she 
~ 

has been care:ful in her behavior. 

But she's been suffering from some abdominal pain. Her 

doctor diagnoses cervical dysplasia and recommends Q 

hysterectomy. 

On the o.ay of her surgery, she I s wheeled into the operating 

room, already grog9Y from anesthesia, her mother at her side. 

Her surgeon "Talks in and says, "I'm sorry, you have tested HIV 
I' 'I" 

positive and your surgery has been canceled,~ n 

Just lilee that. That was the extent of her testing and har 

counseling_ 

The sec10nd woman is caucasian. She too is in her early30s 

and she, lives in Savannah, Georgia. She has a PhD and shets a 

vice president for marketing at a Fortune SOO company. 

When she went to qet her annual physical, her doctor asked 

if she wante!d an HIV 'test. The woman' ~a~, only had sex with 'her 
'r 

She told the doctorhusband, whelm she believed to be faithfuL 
I 
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to qo aheacJ'and do the test anti wasshocJCcd to learn She too was 

infected. 

Two wO:!!1en. Two stories. The soe bottom line. 

A lite suddenly thrown off cour~e. A life likely to end 

prematurely. A lits now tilled w.ith fear:of the future. 

Like f:tvery other STD, HIV knowSl no bounaat4es Whether they· 
i 

are race, ~rendear I or sexual orientation. It af'fects everyone 


without tl1~)crlmination. 


These womean ar~ not alone. 

HIV affects single women, womQn with children, a~ ml1rried 

women. It affects yo~q women, middlc-a!}QQ. women, anO older 

women, too. 

IIIV a.iesaSle has become the sh.-th lc~~~n!} cause of death 

among ADleI'ican women Deatween the ages of 25:'~nQ 44. And it is 

tho l:QC'ond leacUnq cause of doath among Afr,~c1!,.v-A:merican woman in' 

that aqe ~Jroup. 

In 1!~9J. nearly haif of thea women between the ages of 13 and 

24 who we:tea infect.ed with HIV were infected throuqh sex. 

http:infect.ed
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And thE! linlc between tradition,al STDa and HIV is becoming 
. '!1 

;, 

clearer. We! know that. behaviors that facilitate:' STO transmission 

are the sam!! as thoce for HIV infection. And people with STDs 

ulcorative :i2na nonulcorative alikca -- aTe thre~ to five times 

more likely to acquire HIV. 

We Know, t.uu, thct womOD w~th RTDs are more likely to be 

as:f1l\ptomatj,c than are men. 

Those f~cts ~reQte gravo eonGequences. Left undi~gnoseQ, 

women with STD~ are wlnerable to pelvic :infl.ammatory disease, 

cervieal CllnCOr I ectopic pregnancy I a.nd in~~;til i ty . 

And if thAse women become pregnant, they run a much hig-her 

risk. of spontanQous abortion, stillbirth, prematurity; or low 

birthwelght babies. And, by passinq their STD to their children. 

wolllen increasp- t.he risk that their ohildren wi,ll suffer chronic: 

respira.tor;y diseaGe, blindness, meningitis, or mantal 

r~t.ard.at1clD . 

It i~), therefore, imperative that we take an aggressive 

app'l"oach 1;0 controlling STD£;, lnclualnq IUV I in vomen. 

Yet ·today, too ~any women must rely, o~.their male partner to 

pro'tect tbem from STOs. Many women lac)!; the ,power in a 

relat:ionship to successfully negotiate a rei1uC:~tion in risky 

http:increasp-t.he
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benav1or. W'hEln you add on top of that the risk of physical abuse 

it is nOWOndE!r that the HIV infection rate among women is 

.rising. 

Today, tl:le . latex male condom remains th~ f;lingle
~ . most 
4 

effective pro'tection against: STOs, including Jir~V, short of 

abstinence or mutual monQ9amy with an uninfeCtecl partner. 

That's why one of our priorities is to empower women to 

protect thems·elves. 

We do that by making a greater investment in research into' 

female-contrC)ile<l methods of STD pr~vQntion. 

And we do that by focusing our educa~~9n and prevention 

proqrams in t:hat direction. 

In the last year, we have doubled our ~~endinq for research 

into vaginal microbicic1es. Three institutec at NIH are working" 

with CDC to develop an effe:ctive agent that, is colorless, 

odorless, and safe and protects women f;rom HIV and other viruses•. 

And thCl!: FDA has approved the female condom for use in this 

country. These. are important steps -- reason for celebration 

but they arE! not enough. 
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Tbe publi,o hcaalt.h community must continqe' its work to 


develop effect:;ive strategies for women to use with their male 


partners in tZ'llking about and, practicing safer sex. Women must 


be able to in~:luonce the terms of sexual' intercourse. 


The Clinton Administration has begun this effort with an 
. .", .

aggressive ca:lIlpai9'n of HIV pravention. ~~ HIV P,revent10n 

,Marketinq Initiative features a frank and l):9,A~st message to young 

adults that HIV infection can be prevented. 

It advoc:ates a double-barreled message. Qf sexual abstinence 

and the corrE~ct and consistent use of latex condoms. 

All of us involved in this effort realize that an abstinence 

message is el;sentia1 to any pul;)lic health prevention campaign, be 

it for HIV~ STOs, or teenaqe pregnancy. 

But at the same time we realize th~~, m;any I if not most,' 

teenagers and younq adults are already se~~;ily active and do, not 

intend to st,op having sex. So acampaiqn ~q&9c::ating conc1om use 
Ii 

is also essential. 

w~ haVE! also begun a communityplannit;lCJ,process' to transform 

CDC's HIV pl:"evention programs from a top-down approach to 8. more 

inclusive bi)ttom-up approach. Many of you ;:are involved in that 
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effort 'lna 'We have ha'ard very encouraqi:n9'. r~~();r~s about its 

progress. 

Just as "Ie are rethinkinq our preventioJilapproaeh to HIV, we 

must rethink c:nlr approach to other STDs. 

It is no longer enough to simply diaqnose and treat an STD, 

we must prevent its transmission. In fact, it was never enouqh. 

Treating the symptpms of asocial problem does noth1ng it we 

don • t also tr'eat the eauees. 

Toqethel:, we must achieve a new cUreC:~'.f.:qn in STD prevention'.. ; . 

without disrl.lptinq the important",ork that ~~.qh of you perform. 
;: 

Achieving' these .important goals will r~rguire an 


unprecedented degree ot teamwork. 


For more than a decade, too many of us have pointed fingers 

at one another. 

Now it"s time to point our fingers tOil{ard the future. 

T09ath~er we, will qet this job done.' ,.,
I 

Thank you. 


