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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 1994

MEMORANDUM TO CAROL RASCO, Assistant to the President

FROM: Andrew E. Barrer, Ph.D. /V\_/

Office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinator
 SUBJECT: Health Care Reform and HIV/AIDS
Kristine has approved the attached document that can be used for public distribution. It has
also cleared HHS and the War Room. At the DPC Staff Meeting today, it was
recommended to pass this along to you for appropriate distribution throughout DPC staff and

others you feel it would be appropriate. Kristine is sending a copy to each Cabinet member.

If you have any quesﬁons, please contact me at 632-1215. Thank you.
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March 23, 1994

NQTE TO ANDREW BARRER
SUBJECT: AIDS and Health Care Reform Document

FROM: Rayford Kytle

Attached is a document which has been cleared through HHS -- 08,
ASPA, GC, ASL; PHS and HCFA. It was also approved by Bob
Boorstein’s cshop at the White House.

ce: Dr. Lee , .
Dr. Boufford
Suzannc Etoiber
Bill Coxr
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The President's Health Security Act
And the HIV Epidenmic

Executive Summary

For people with HIV or other serious medical conditions, the
security of comprehensive health coverage is essential. Today, an
estimated 30 percent of people living with HIV are uninsured.
Another 40 percent depend on the Medicaid program for coverage.
Many of the 30 percent with private health coverage live in day-to-
day fear that their insurance will disappear or their coverage is
inadequate to meet the very real needs of thair haalth status.

For all Americans, but especially for those with life—~
threatening conditions such as HIV/AIDS, enactment of the
President's Health Security Act will provide the peace of mind and
financial protection of private health insurance that can never be
taken awvay.

The Health Security Act guarantees coverage for a
comprehensive package of benefits for every American. For those
with HIV, that will mean coverage of the cost of doctor visits,
hospitalization, 1laboratory tests, and prescription drugs.
Coverage of mantal health services and substance abuse prevention
treatment also are included as is hospice care.

The private 1nsurance market will be reformed in a
comprehensive manner to .elinrinate the inequities of the current
system. Health plans will no longer be able to deny or curtail
coverage to people with pre-existing medical conditions, including
HIV. It will be against the law for plans to ‘"red-line"
communities by refusing to sell or market their coverage in araas
perceived to be at high risk for expensive care. There will be no
annual, lifetime, or disease—~specific caps on coverage. - And there
will be an annual limit on patients' out-of-pocket costs to prevent
medical catastrophes such as HIV from becoming finaneial
catastrophes for individuals or families.

For those who move in and out of the work force, the Health
Security Act provides portability of benefits that could be taken
from job to fob, from employment to unemployment or to self-
enployment, Individuals, not their employers or the government,
will have the power to choose plans that best suit thelr needs and
to keep those plans if they meet those needs., Consumer input will
allow plans to identify probWems with delivery of services.

People 11v1ng' with EIV/AIDS frequently prefer to receive
medical care in their hame oy community. Vet current rules often
force them into institutional care. .The Health Security Act will
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. ereate a new federal/stéte program to provide assistance to the
severely disabled to obtain home and community-based long term

care. :

Finally, the Health Security Act will protect the vital
network of HIV/AIDS service organizations that have so ably served
pecple with HIV by requiring all private health plans to contract
with ‘"essential community providers," including Ryan White
recipients and community health centers, to provide care.
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20 Quastionu and Answers

How will I get coverage?

Every American will receive a Health Security Card
that entitles them to private health care coveraga.
People who ourrently get insurance through their
employer will continue to receive their coverage
that way but will be able to choose among many
plans in their community. . Those who are
unemployed, disabled, or on Medicaid will enroll in
a private plan and receive discounts on insurance
based on their income. The self-employed will be

abla to deduct 100 percent of the cost of their
insurance from their taxes (compared with 25

‘ percent today).

Will health insurers be able to exclude people with
HIV/AIDS from ‘coverage?

No. The Health Security'Act outlaws discrimination
by private insurance companies. Ilealth plans will
be required to accept all applicants for coverage,
No exclusions will be permitted for those with pre-
existing medical c¢onditions, including HIV status.
Coverage cannot be canceled.

Will my émployar be required to help pay for my
coverage?:

All employers will ba requlre& to contribute a
ninimum of 80 percent of the cost of the average
plan in each area. But no firm will be required to
pay more :than 7.9 percent of their payrell for
Discounts will be provided to

small bus;nesses and low-income workers.

| :
If I lose my job, will the government help me pay
for my coverage?

Yes. Thefgovernment will help the unemployed and
poople who are between Jjobs with their health

insuranceipremiums.

I'm currently on Medicaid, will I have to chanqe my
coverage°» ,

You'll always be covered and you will be able to
enrell in:a prlvate health plan of your choosing.
If you are recciving ‘cash assistance from the -
government (i.e., Aid to Families with Dependent
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Children ;or Supplemental Sacurity Inceme) your
premiums will be paid by the government. If you
are not eligible for either of those programs but
have income below 150 percent of the federal
poverty 11ne, you will receive a premium discount.

Will insurers be able to cut off ny coverage if my
health bills exceed a certain amount?

No. ‘Health plans will be prohibited from placing
disease-specific or lifetime limits on coverage.

Will there be a limit on my ananual out-of=pocket
costs?

All health plans will limit annual out-of-pocket
expenses by individuals and families. 1ndividuals
will spend no more than $1,500 a year; families
cannot exceed  $3,000. This includes the annual
deductible and any coinsurance or co-paymant
charges including those for prescription drugs.

won't prLVate coverage be unaffordable for people
with HIV/AIDS° ,

No, because what you pay will no longer depend on
your medical history or status. Rates will ba
established for four <classes of coverage:
individuals, couples, single-parent families, two-
parent families., Premiums will be determined on a
commun1ty-w1de average of health spending in that

- area. For those with low incomes, discounts will

be available. Those currently entltled to Medicaid
benefits will be able to enroll in private health

plans. i

What if I don't like my plan or have & complaint
about how :they treat me?

First, any individual will be allowad to change
plans during an annual open enrollment peried.
Second, plan members will have the ability to
critigque the plan by filling out an annual report
card. Third, in every part of the country, there
will be a constmer-controlled ombudsman's office to
help consumers with problems or questions,

Will I be forced to enroll in an HMO or some other

‘managed care plan?

No. All;Amer;cans will have a choice of plang.
Your boss or insurance company won't choose for
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you. Inlevery community, there must be at Jleast .
one fee-for-service plan, which allows you to go to
any physician or health care facility. Managed
care plans (HMOs, PPOs, and the 1like), will be
available to those who prefer them. In all managed
care plans, people will have a point-of-service
option, which allows them to go outside the plan
for care although such care often will cost more,

Will X be ahle to get coverage for my mental health
services?
\

A package of mental health benefits is included in
the comprehensive benefit package. All private
health plans will offer such coverage.

Will substance abuse treatment be a covered
service? | :

Substance | abuse treatment is part of the
comprehensive benefit package guaranteed to all
Amerjcans.). All private health plans will of foxr

such coverage.

IfI become severely disabled as a result of my HIV
disease, will I be able to get long term ocare in a
nursing home? What about home care?

Current Medicaid coverage of long term care
services, | including extended nursing home care,

will continue to be provided as it is now. A new
program of home and community-~based care will be
established for those who are severely disabled.

Currentiy‘l take a number of prescription drugs aﬁd
the monthly cost is getting very hzgh. Will I get
coverage for these costs? :

Yes. All prlvate health plans will be required to
cover the cost of outpatient prescription drugs

including :such HIV-related products as A2T, DDI,

and DDC. Depending on which plan a person chooses,
consumars will ba required to pay the first $250 in
drug costs each year and 20 percent of costs
thereafter. Those who choose a managed care plan
will simply pay $5 per prescription ocut of pocket,

Will linmits on drug prices discourage research and
development of new drugs to treat HIV and related

infections?

No. There are no federal drug price controls for
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private pians Plansg will continue to use many of
the cost containment strategies they use now,
includlng formularies and bulk-purchase discounts.

Will people with HIV be abla to continue to use the
specialists they currently use?

Yes. PBach community must have at least one fee-
for-gservice health plan, which allowa unlimited
choice of: provz.ders. other plans (i.e., health
maintenance organizations or preferred provider
organizations) must have a ‘"point-of-service
eption” that allows members to obtain care outside
of the accepted natwork of providers. Finally, all
plans will be required to contract with academic
health centers and with ‘"essential community
providers,"  including local HIV/AIDS care

facilities.

Currantly; I get much of my care from a local AIDS
clinie. Will I still be able to go there for some
or all of: my cara?

Yes. The Health Security Act calls clinics like
these "essential community providers." Aall health
plans will be required to contract with such
providers ‘and make them available to their members,
Included in this category are all recipients of
federal aid from the Ryan Whlte CARE Act and all
community health centers

I'm worrled that my HIV-status will no longer be
confidential under this new system. Won't people
be able to access my medical records with my health

card?

No. The Health Security Card will not contain

medical information about a patient. It simply
includes information about coverage (i.e., which
plan you 'have selected). There will be strict

penalties for the unauthorized release of patient-
specific information.

8ince the President's program won't begin until
1996 at the earliest or 1998 at the latest, what
kind of help can you offer in the short-~term?

The Health Security Act includes important
protection immediately after enactment. Private
health plans will be prohibited from canceling
policies for any reason other than failure to pay
your premium. We will begin to move to community

i
i
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rating for premiums. There will be a six-month
limit on all pre-existing medical condition
exclusjon clauses. Self-insured companies will be
prohibited from modifying their plan to aveid high-
cost care or ©people with serious medical
conditions. And a new federal high-risk pool will
be created to provide coverage to those who cannot
get coverage on the private market.

If I participate,in a elinical drug trial, will my
health care costs be covered?

Yes. The Health Security Act recognizes the
routine health costs associated with clinical drug
trials as'a covered health care expense. The plan
also makes further investments in the National
Institutes of Health and other research agencies to
expand research into disease prevention and other
areas. ‘ :

B
i



THE WHITE HOUSE g 2 4 00

WASHINGTON
February 23, 1994
MEMORANDUM 70 CAROL RASCO

FROM: Kristine M. Gebbie W. ¥l {or
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

SUBJECT: Weekly Report beginning February 23, 199%4

THE WEEK AHEAD

Washington
African-American religious leaders White House summit and press
briefing on HIV/AIDS (memo attached).

Meetings with Labor and Social Attaches Diplomatic Group on U.S,
AIDS policy; National Gay and Lesbian Task Force on lesbian
health; Los Angeles Regional HIV/AIDS Board on funding; and
Health Policy Project on prevention.

Chicaqo
Site visits and tours to local HIV/AIDS clinics and facilities

with women and children clients. Vigits to community based
organizations that serve at-risk youth. Speech before and
meeting with midwest HIV/AIDS service providers on matermal and..
child health.

Houston «

Site visits to local clinical trial facilitles, and local
community based organizations that serve a varlety of clients.
Meetings with local religious leaders on community leadership and -
ethics.

THE WEEK IN REVIEW

Allentown, FA
Meeting with Muhlenberg College community on prevention and
community leadership.

Seacacus, NJ

Meeting with leadership of National Black Gay and Lesbian
Leadership Forum (NGLBLF) on AIDS health care reform and Federal
AIDS budget.. Speech before NGLBLF AIDS Institute on AIDS
prevention and treatment in the African-American community.




Memorandum to Carol Rasco
Weekly Report for February 23, 1994
Page 2

Washington v :
Meetings with chiefs of staff on integrating HIV/AIDS issues into.
Cabinet appearances and presentations (memo attached). AIDS
training for senior staff at Department of Agriculture. Hill
visits continue for discussions on the budget and health care
reform. L

Meetings with:Tim Wirth.on the' French: AIDS. Summit.and:
International Conference .on ‘AIDS in Yokohama; HHS: staff on
integrating AIDS prevention into primary health care; and
Interagency Task Force on AIDS in: the  Workplace: Initiative omn:
progress. :

American Academy of Pediatrics on treatment; and Center for
Policy Altermatives on Federal AIDS policy.
PRESS
Interview on "Sonya Live" on CNN.
Local coverage of TeenAIDS Peer Educators speech (Washington).

Local coverage in conjunction with visit to Allentown, PA.

Attachments



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 22, 19%4

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chiefs of Staff
{ .
FROM: Krist Gebbie, R.N., M.N.

National S Policy Coordinator

SUBJECT: Attach talking points on HIV/AIDS

As members of the Cabinet speak to a variety of groups around the
country, they have an opportunity to reinforce key points related
to the President’s commitment to stopping AIDS. Attached are 3

items:
1) Key talking points about the HIV action agenda;
2) "Top 10" health care reform issues related to HIV/AIDS;

and
3) Press release on HIV/AIDS in the FY 95 budget.

As appropriate, use thesé points in speeches or discussions. If
you or another staff member would like additional detail on any

point, please let me know.
You have already been instrumental in getting our Federal

workforce AIDS educational initiative underway. Thank you in
advance for helping to keep HIV issues in the public’s eye.

Attachments



EKEY TALKING POINTS ABOUT
THE HIV/AIDS ACTION AGENDA

OVERALIL POINTS

The Administration has an HIV/AIDS action strategy covering
three areas:

] Research
o Services for those infected
o Prevention of further transmission

1 million Americans are infected, and a quarter million have
already died from AIDS. World wide 13 million are infected.

Our biggest stumbling block in the fight to stop the spread
of HIV is the negative connotations that HIV/AIDS has for
many Americans. This is due primarily to the fact that AIDS
in America was originally associated with groups that have
traditionally been subjected to discrimination in our
country: gay men, injecting drug users, minorities to some
extent this may have included women as well. Many Americans
continue to live in demnial and believe they are not at risk
because they are neither gay nor actively injecting drug
users. Hence, they fail to utilize the preventive practices

which would protect them.

One way to break down this barrier is to change our outlook.
on HIV/AIDS. §So long as we continue to perpetuate negative
perceptions about these groups, we will buttress this
barrier to HIV prevention. Our language must reflect the
fact that persons living with HIV/AIDS are just like any
other individual that suffers from a chronic terminal

disease.

All Americans can and should be a part of this effort by

o Becoming knowledgeable ‘
o Providing non-discriminatory support for those

infected
° Supporting continuing efforts to change behavior

and stop transmission

Critical inm this effort is the need to stop judging
individuals who become infected. Sometimes we inadvertently
do this by asking too readily "How did they get infected?"
This generally translates into a distinction of "innocent
victims" and "others." We must always remember that AIDS is
caused by a virus not a behavior. Making a distinction
between individuals based on what activity put them at risk
impairs communication, and perpetuates the denial.



Key Talking Points about the
HIV Action Agenda

February 22, 1993
Page 3

Our speech must also reflect a genuine belief that we are .
all at potential risk for HIV, although it is true that some -
persons are at limited risk based on their sexual and drug
using history. Our language must express to others our
concern for their well being by being inclusive and
acknowledging that some risk is there for each of us. 1In
our language we exercise the leadership that the President-

expects of us on this issue.

RESEARCH

We are pursuing both biomedical and behavioral research in.
the quest for drugs or a vaccine to stop this disease,
enable people to live with it, or prevent transmission.

The U.S. does have theaacientific talents and capabilities
to discover AIDS drugs and vaccines, but be patient. We are
dealing with an exclusive virus whose mode of expression. and.

pathogenesis are novel and complex.

Budget for AIDS research has been increased. Collaboration .
and cooperation among Federal agencies and between
government and public/private.

‘SERVICES

Pagssage of the Health Security Act is the single most
important care item, as too many people with HIV are
uninsured, or lose insurance as they become ill.

As an example of interrelated services, housing is a need
for many people living with AIDS. In fact, housing is -
almost a health service in itself, in addition to being a
site for a variety of home-based prevention and service
activities in cooperation with other agencies.

The Ryan White Care Act, providing locally managed funds for
services to support people living with HIV infection, will
be continued to assure appropriate care.
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HIV Action Agenda

- February 22, 1993
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PREVENTION

The age group with the greatest increase of new cases of
AIDS is the 18-24 year old group; the majority of these
infections occurred during adolescence. Abstinence is the
most effective way of preventing sexual transmission. For
the sexually active, condoms used correctly and consistently
are extremely effective in preventing transmission. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Prevention.
Marketing Initiative was desigmed to prevent the sexual
transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases
among 18-24 year olds, by presenting both of these messages.

It is important that we pay attention to the risk that
HIV/AIDS presents to all Americans. When we speak of
teenagers and young adults, we must recogmnize that gay and
lesbian teemagers and young adults are at risk for HIV/AIDS
and often miss our messages because they feel ignored.

While talking about teenagers and young people, we must
remember that gays and lesbians must be included in the
discussions. Speaking of teenagers and young adults without
addressing this population would impair our efforts to reach .
a meaningful portion of our youth.

Thirty percent of all AIDS cases in the U.S. are the result
of injection drug use and indirectly this represents the ‘

- most important single cause of infections occuring in women .

and infants. Because of this, we have forged new
partnerships with those working to stop drug abuse. The
National Drug Policy acknowledges the integral relationship-
between the epidemic of drug and alcohol dependency and the

HIV/AIDS epidemic.

GLOBAL, ISSUES

HIV, the causative agent of AIDS, will have infected more
than an estimated 45 million people worldwide by the year
2000. AIDS cases worldwide will also increase rapidly

during the 1990s, from about 2 million now to a cumulative
total of more than 10 million within the next eight years.

Currently the problem is worst in Africa, but rapidly

' spreading infections in India, Brazil and Thailand will

contribute significantly.



Key Talking Points about the
HIV Action Agenda
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‘e Although individual human suffering will continue to be the
most significant implication of Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS), ramifications of the disease will spread
substantially into the economic, political and military
sectors of severely affected countries over the next several

years.

o Donor nations will face three basic foreign policy problems:
L How to allocate assistance for AIDS prevention;

L] ‘How to manage the testing and distribution of
vaccines;

L How to aséist countries that are heavily afflicted

- with AIDS and that consequently undergo
substantial socioceconomic and political change.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

MEMORANDUM FFOR ALEXIS HERMAN
' KEITH BOYKIN
BEN JOHNSON
FLO McAFEE

FROM W. STEVE LEE
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL AIDS POLICY COORDINATOR

THROUGH: KRISTINE M. GEBBIE
NATIONAL AIDS POLICY COORDINATOR

SUBJECT African-American Religious Leaders White House Summit on
HIV/AIDS on 02/28/94 and the Black Church National Day of Prayer

for the Healing of AIDS

On Monday, February 28, the Office of National AIDS Policy (ONAP) in conjunction with
Black religious leaders across the nation will host a summit in the White House complex.
We are anticipating around 50 guests. A rough agenda is attached.

The purpose of the summit is educate the African- American religious community and
encourage them to make a commitment to work closely with the federal government in
response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The summit will encourage the religious leaders to
take a pro-active role in preventive education programs for their denominations/
congregations/communities; and to provide support for those already infected with HIV.

This summit is also a "kick-off” for the Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS. The National Day of Prayer will be on March 6, 1994 and will be a
nation-wide unified day of prayer across hundreds of African-American churches.

In addition to the support lent to this process by hosting the summit, we are recommending
that the President join in the day of prayer by attending services at one of the churches
participating in the National Day of Prayer. A specific schedule proposal is attached.



SCHEDULE PROPQSAL
TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:
DURATION:

LOCATION:

Y

THE'WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

1

; February 23, 1994 -
Ricki Seidman, Assistant to the President for
Appointments and Scheduling

Kristine M. Gebbie
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

For the President to attend services at a church participating in
the Black Church Nat’l Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS

To demonstrate sfupport for community and religious

‘partnerships with the government in education and prevention

efforts regarding HIV and AIDS.

The African-American faith community has expanded what was
a New York event into a National Day of Prayer. This effort
has been lead by Pernessa Seele of Balm in Gilead, one of the
clergy who Jomed the Presuient for breakfast in November to
dlscuss HIV issues.

The Afncan-Amencan community has been disproportionally
affected by the AIDS epidemic; their communities and churches-
must have greater involvement in HIV and AIDS service and

prevention. - Support for this day would be a very effectlve
statement from the Presxdent

NONE
Sunday, March 6, 1994 Time: TBD

one and one. half ‘hour

TBD [Depending on where the President is that day, a

church participating in almost any major city could be
selected.} .



DAY OF PRAYER CHURCH A’ITENI)ANCE :

FEBRUARY 23, 1994
PAGE TWO

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:
FIRST LADY’S
ATTENDANCE:
RECOMMENDED BY:

CONTACT:

. TBD

Church attendance
NONE
TBD

Yes, if she was already scheduled to be with the President that.
day.

f

Carol Rasco, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

Steve Lee and John Paul Gurrola, Office of National AIDS
Pohcy, 202/632-1090.
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THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC.

*An ‘Qrganizarion Dedicated to Healing the African American Communlity
Through Prayer, Health Education and Advocacy”
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African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS
: and
Press Conference for :
The Blac*k Church National Day of Prayer for the Healmg of AIDS

_ Preliminary Schedule
Monday, February 28, 1994

- 8:00 a.m. Assemble
Lobby of The Qld Executive Office of the White House Camplex

_ 17 Pennsyvania Avenue NW

8:15 a.m. Continenal Breakfast
- 4th Floor
Greetings:

Blessing of the Food:

/9:00 a.m. Whita House Complex Tour & Phato Opportunity

‘ §:30 a.m. White House Conference Center

Introduction & Welcome
Kristine Grebhie
Pernessa Saele

Introduction of Moderator
The Rev. Canon Frederick Willlams '
. The National Chairperson, The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Heai!ng of
" AIDS & Rector, The Church of the Intercession e
: New York, NY

Opening Prayer:

The Rav. Cecily Broderick
St. John Episcopal Church
Haimpste:?d, Ll
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- Solo: Claude Jay Jones, Il .

There Is A Balm In Gilead

E10:()33 a.m AlDS In The African American Community
o Dr. Satcher?

10:30 a.m.  The Politics of AIDS In the' African American Community
:????? ~ Congressman Charles Rangel ?

10:456 a.m. Tha Faces of HIV/AIDS

khir Wilson, AIDS Project Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

Denise Stokes

Sharon Flavors, Cr:mmumty Family Ptannlng Councd New York City

11 15 a.m. Theolagical Perspectives & Responses

P.&

Rev. Dr. James A, Forbeas, Jr., Senior Pastor, The Riverside Church, New York City

. “Hard Talk: Breaking the Siience

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright, Pastor, Trimty United Church of Christ, Chicago, lllI

*The truth about Heaith Care & HIV from the African American Perspective”

F Rev. Patricia Réebrarg, Executive Director, ‘Councu of Churches of the City of NY
*ldeals & Practical Solutions: Heallng Resourcss in the Black Church Tradltion™

hev. Dr. John Hurst Adams. qunder & Chairman Emertius, The Congress of Natiénal

~ Black Churches; Presiding Bishop, African Methodist Episcopal Church
~ *The Black Church Pamclpatlon In the Polltical Process of the HIV/AIDS Crisis*

i 12:30 p.m. LUNCH - (Roundtéble Discussion)

’ “‘1 :30 p.m. PRESS. CONFERENCE
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healmg of AIDS
(signing of an ecumenical statement during the press conference)

TOTAL P.@3
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March 18, 1994

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

We are writing to thank you for your commitment to ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic and
for demonstrating your personal leadership as well as the leadership of your administration in
all areas of HIV care, research and prevention. As you know, much work remains to be done
in improving the nation’s ability to prevent new HIV infections, developing a cure and vaccine,
and in' caring for those already infected or sick from HIV related illnesses.

Toward these goals, we have been working closely with your administration, Congress,
and the constituercy that we serve on HIV' related public policy and service issues. As one
example of our activities in the area of HIV prevention, the Resource Center worked closely
with Congressman Jose Serrano (D-NY) and Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA) on a joint resolution
in Congress (S.J. Res. 166, H.J. Res. 334) designating the week of May 29 through June 4,
1994 as "Pediatric and Adolescent AIDS Awareness Week" in the United States. Senator
Specter and Congressman Serrano are to be applauded and recognized for their leadership on
these issues in Congress and for their significant accomplishments in improving the nation’s
response to the HIV epidemic. |

In support of the work of Congressman Serrano and Senator Specter, we respectfully
request that you issue a proclamation in commemoration of Pediatric and Adolescent AIDS
Awareness Week. The proclamation should request that the American people observe the week
by sponsoring seminars and educational events for young people on HIV and health-related
issues. We also request that you instruct key members of your Cabinet and the Secretary of the
Department of Health & Human Services to conduct educational events related to care, research

-and prevention issues in order to educate the federal work force as well as the American public
about the disease of HIV infection and AIDS.
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In addition, we request that you consider the following suggestions as your staff considers
options for organizing a White House response to the proclamation that is focused on prevention
of HIV infection among the nation’s youth.

* Mertion of a proclamation and an explicit discussion of HIV prevention methods
aimed at American youth could be incorporated in your weekly radio address on
May 28, 1994. In addition, a public service announcement could be recorded by
you for use in a national television campaign aimed at prevention of HIV
infection in youth.

* A White House reception with the president first lady, Congressman Serrano,
and Senator Specter could be hosted in order to meet with youth and families
infected with HIV during the evening of May 22, 1994 or May 23, 1994. The
Resource Center will be hosting a national conference during these days in
Washington, D.C. and families and youth living with HIV will already be in
Washington. ‘

* The president and first lady could visit a pediatric, adolescent and family HIV
care ¢linic during the week of May 28, 1994 to stress the commitment of the
administration toward providing compassionate care to persons living with HIV
and AIDS. The first lady has already been invited by Congressman Serrano to
visit Bronx-Lebanon hospital in the Bronx, New York dunng the week of May
28, 1994.

We would be pleased and honored to serve as a resource to The White House and to the
office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinator, Kristine Gebbie, R.N., M.S.N_, as you prepare
an HIV prevention message for the nation’s youth and make preparations for visiting an HIV
clinic either in the Bronx, Newark, or elsewhere in the United States. Attached is a list of
pediatric, adolescent and family HIV clinical sites funded under Title IV of the Ryan White
CARE Act.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request and thank you once again for your
personal commitment to ending the HIV epidemic. Please contact David Harvey at the
Washington office of the Resource Center to coordinate and provide assistance related to
pediatric and adolescent AIDS awareness week.

Sincerely, ~ |

Mﬁ/«/ Folard_ | W c/ gé/,u
Mary Boland, R.N., M.S.N. David C. Harvey, M.S. W,
Director Coordinator for Public Policy

Newark, New Jersey : ~ Washington, D.C.

¢c: Donna Shalala, Ph.D.
Kristine Gebbie, R.N., M.S.N.
Joycelyn Elders, M.D.

Attachments
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 10, 19514

r.muommu TO TOM SHEA, Office of

FROM: Andrew E. Barrer, Ph.D. narr—"
Office of the National AIDS PohcyCoordmator

SUBJECT: President’s AIDS Advisory Council\- name substitution

Because of the substitution of Sandy Thurman for Regina Aragon of San Francisco,
we lost our San Francisco person. Since we have three Los Angeles members, we have
decided to make another substitution. . _

We will now substitute Steven Lew of San Francisco, who is the Executive Director
of the GAPA Community HIV Project, for Irvin Chen. Mr. Lew is supported by
- Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, who spoke with both Kristine Gebbie and Carol Rasco about
the importance of having a person from San Francisco on the Council.

If you have any questions, please call me at 632-1090. I understand that the decision
memos are on their way to Veronica Biggins. Could we please touch base today so that I
can assure both Rep. Pelosi and Carol Raseo that this substxmuon will take place as
requested.

Thank you.

cc: Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., MLN.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Carol Rasco, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

attachment: to Tom Shea - resume of Mr. Lew
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I am sorry we have missed by phone today; I had talked with

- Sandy this morning about the attached memo saying that Gebbie
. wants to meet with someone on NSC before proceeding further;

.Sandy said the person with whom she should meet is you.

"I know Gebbie will be trying to contact you due to a meeting

coming up soon;

S call.
* Thanks!

"Carol H.

Rasco

I thank you in advance for responding to her
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MEMORANDUM
TO: The record
FROM: G/R&D/H/HIV~ATIDS

Helene Gayle

BUBJECT: Trip report

Paris, France and Brussels, Belgiunm
January 12-15, 1994

T. Purpose of Travel
Paris: To meet with officials from the French Ministry of
Health and Social Affairs to discuss the proposed French
summit on HIV/AIDS.
Brussels: To attend informal meetings of representatives of
countries providing external support for the global response.
to HIV/AIDS.

1. Principal persons o acted
Paris
Monsieur C. Le Coutier, Advisor to the Minister of State

for Health and Social Affairs
Professor J-F. @irard, Director General of Health
Monsieur J=L. Durand-nrouhin, Chief, Direction of
International Relations

Monsieur ¢. Guilhou, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Dr. B. Montaville, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Monsieur R. Simon, Direction International Relations
Dr. A. George~@Guiton, Direction of International Relations
Bru s
Representatives from:
Donor country members of the Task Force on HIV/AIDS .
Coordination (Netherlands, Sweden, and USA) and Australia,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, European Community, France,
Germany, Japan, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Sweden, United Kingdom, and United States.

III. Aggomplishments
Paris: o

The propcsed French Heads of Government Summit for the Fiqhtl¢f?f‘
Against EIV/AIDS with discussed with members of the French

. government (Ministry of Health and Social Welfare and
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Ministr{‘of Foreign Affairs). The principal motive for the
summit is the need for increased commitment to the global
response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The prellminary primary

objectives are:

. To identify the current obstacles (technical
managerial, political, cultural, etc.) to the success

of a global atrategy:‘

*+  To develop an effective strategic approach to global
HIV/AIDS activitiesa; and

. To increase the available resources for the global
response to the HIV/AIDS—epjdenmic.

. for June 17, 1994. iefs of the governnments
providlng th principal externeal support foxr HIV/AIDS
activities wi &7 The current list of countries
to ba invited include the United States, Sweden, Canada. The
United Kingdom, Norway, France, Denmark, Germany, the
Netherlands, Switzerland, Japan, European Community, Russia
(definite) Finland Australia, Italy, Belgium, Spain and
Portugal (to be decided). The importance of high level
participation of the United States was emphasized. The
invitation will go to Vice President Gore and participation
from the Department of State (Counselor Wirth), Department
of Health and Human etary Shalala or Assistant
Sacretary Lea) USAID (Administ¥ator Atwood) is desired.
Two preparatcry meetings are planngd. The first willl take

ry 27 and 28, 1994 in Faris and is envisioned to

be a meeti individuals with experience

in internatio ties from developed and

developing countries €o provide initial input on (1)

strategic approaches and obstacles; (2) effective

organizatjon and coordination; and (3) tinamc@ needs and
resource mobilization, Traveller wag-fnvited to participate

in this meeting. The second meeting April 7 and 8, 1994

will include approximately 120 experts~rep

developed and developing countries governmemnts

discuss and provide inpu e issues to be submitted to

the Heads of Gov nt at the suxmit in June. In
addition, me rs of the French Government will travel to

Washlngton ebruary 7 and 8 to djdécuss the summit with USG

0ffic1al-r .

Traveller discussed and provided input on the objectives,. R
content and organization of the summit. Concerns were N -
raised about the short time period available for organizing = - -
a meeting that will accomplish the stated objectives and
included the desired level of participation. The organizers.
are aware that they have very limited time, but would 1ike =

of approximatel

Ny -
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to alm for the June meeting while the momentum and
conmitment within the French government is strong. The
organizers hope to send the invitations and the official
cable describing the summit next week.

Brussels:

The objectives of the informal donors meeting were:

. to discuss and provide an update on tﬁe study of a
joint and co-sponsored UN HIV/AISS programme and the
favored option;

. te plan strategy for approval of the study and the
preferred option in upcoming governing bodies,
. Including the Executive Board of the World Health
organization which begins next week; and

. to discuss a process towards implementation of this
program,

Additionally, the Advisor to the Minister of State for
Health and Social Welfare and the Director General of Health
(France) attended the meeting to discuss the plans for the
French HIV/AIDS summit.

A report was provided on the status of the study for the co-
sponsored HIV/AIDS program. As a result of the UN
interagency consultative process, a consensus was reached
among the secretariats of the five UN organizations (WHO,
UNICEF;—UNDP;—UNFPA-and UNESCO)_favoring "eption A" the
option with a unified secretariat consisting of the
headquarter activities of these organizations. The World
Bank, while generally preferring this option, believes that
it needs to be further developed and improved. The general
consensus at the meeting was also in favor of a unified
secretariat that used Option A as a basis, but also felt
that there were several issues that needed to be clarified.
Major issues that were raised included:

= . Need to work towards "co-ownership" of the program
. among the co-sponsoring partners: e
«  Pinancial arrangements, and cost of the proposed
option;
. Governancej
. Need for more discusgsion of the content of the prcqraﬁ;f_

including need for a forum for discussion of technical, B . G}fﬁv
strategic and policy issues; BT
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. Country level mechanism:;
. Process for selection of the director of the new
program; .
. Determination of staffing patterns for the new program

and the remaining staff working on HIV activities
within the co~sponsoring organizations: and

v World Bank involvement.

It was proposed that the process for finalizing details and
working towards operationalizing the program would be
facilitated by the continued involvement of the Task Force
on HIV/AIDS coordination and the UN interagency working
group. The additlon of a senior level consultant with

experience and knowledge of the UN system to work with the
Task Force and the UN Anteragency worklnq group was
suggested.

A resolution for endorsement of the unified secretariat
option with a process to work out the details will be
introduced at the Executive Board next week and in the
subsequent governing bodies of the other relevant
organizations.

gogclda;gnggnecommenggtions

1. The French HIV/AIDS summit has potential to have a
positive impact on mobilizing support, political

Teomtiitment—and-a more—effectlve_stzatﬁgic _approach to

the global HIV/AIDS epldemic

2. US collaboration and participation at multiple levels
' will be critlcal to the success of the summit.

3. - Because of the desired participation of multiple USG
Departments/Agencies, a focal point within the
government would facilitate coordinated USG
involvement.

'i. USG should work with other member states ét the. .

relevant gaverning bodies (WHO, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNDP

ECQOS0C) to work towards the endorsement, refinement and
operationalization of the unified secretariat option of
the joint and co-sponsored UN HIV/AIDS programs. - S
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THE WHITE HOUSE
. WASHINGTON

February 15, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Nancy Hermreich
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Appointments and Scheduling

Krigtine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
Nationmal AIDS Policy Coordinater

SUBJECT: Whitman-Walker Clinic AIDSWALK 94

I.

II.

III.

Iv.

ACTION: The Whitman-Walker Clinic has requested that POTUS
and FLOTUS serve ag honorary co-chairs for the AIDSWALK 94,
an annual fundraising event for the clinic and other
community based AIDS service organizations. The event, a 10
kilometar walk, is scheduled for September 24, 1994.

BACKGROUND: Because of its size and diversity, the
Washington-area represents all the challenges of the
HIV/AIDS. This is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate
support for HIV/AIDS within the context of health care
reform, and the Federal budget commitment to BHIV/AIDS cara,
research, and prevention. The National AIDS Policy
Coordinator will participate in the actual event and deliver
a speech that includes these key points.

While criticisms bhave alleged that Whitman-Walker does not
have a diverse base, the agency bas wide diversity in both
staff and clients, and the AIDSWALK 94 committee is
representative of the entire Washington community.

RECOMMENDATION: The President and First Lady consent to be
honorary co-chairs for the Whitman-Walker Clinic AIDSWALK
94 -

DECISION:

- _Approve Approve as amended Reject No action

Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
March 3, 1994

MEMORANDUM TO CAROL RASCO

FROM: Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N. W Sﬁi&&&b@f
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

SUBJECT:C'ench HIV/@ e}(@)

As our past conversations would indicate, I have assumed key
responsibility for coordinating the U.8. position and activities
related to the proposed Heads of State HIV/AIDS Summit for 17
donor nations (and some recipient countries) in June 1994 in
Paris. The purpose of the Summit is to develop a worldwide
action plan against HIV/AIDS. At this juncture, however, there
is no agenda, and no formal invitations have been extended.

In my assessment, in addition to its stated purpose, the meeting
is intended to provide some cover for the French because of the
tainted bloocd scandal last year and the upcoming elections. The
Summit idea, nonetheless, is not without merit:

The urgent needs of the epidemic;

The problems posed by weak health infrastructures;

Cultural and social conditions;

The tendency of some countries to ignore AIDS as a
development issue; and

Supports objectives of other international HIV/AIDS efforts.

My concerns are that such an effort not create redundancies with
existing international structures, such as the United Nations, or
that it not upstage the Tenth International Conference on AIDS in
Yokohama in August (Japan has already expressed this concern).

%ﬁﬁ&; I will continue my work with Department of State, Department of

¢ Health and Human Service, and U.S. AID to coordinate the U.S.
response. Representatives from the key agencies met this week.

f®m°& There is a proposed April technical meeting in Paris, and some

< discussions have been given to the idea of an HIV/AIDS statement
at the August G-7 meeting Let me know if you have questions.

e A ey 7 o0 bty eoadiie wf “Hoae,
| S
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
March 3, 1994

MEMORANDUM TO CAROL RASCO-

FROM: Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N. V- Fuclue {o
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

SUBJECT: African American Religious Leaders HIV/AIDS Summit and
Press Conference

February 28, ONAP, along with Suzan Johnson-Coock and Ben Jcohnson
(OPL), sponsored a HIV/AIDS -summit for more than 50 African
American religious leaders. The purpose of the Summit was to
educate the clergy on HIV/AIDS, but also to encourage greater
commitment to partnerships with the Federal government.

The Summit created some momentum that I plan to harness, and also
illuminated some specific areas that need work. For instance,
the need to:

Facilitate some institutional changes that provide a greater
voice for the African American clergy, and the minority
community generally, in state and local planning and
resource allocation.

Identify ways to help religious institutions overcome the
social and cultural barriers within the church that prevent
more compassionate ministry to people affected by HIV/AIDS.

Continite to target preveﬁtion messages in new ways that
reach at-risk populations.

Participants signed the attached proclamation that declares war
on HIV (attached) during the press conference, which was attended
by mainstream, African American and gay press. The summit was a
precursor to the 3rd annual March 6 Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS, which is a national unified day
of prayer in African American churches. The attendance list and
Summit agenda are also attached. :

Attachments
¢c: Suzan Johnson-Cook

Ben Johnson
Keith Boykin



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, DC

February 28, 1994

Agenda

The African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS

8:00 a.m. Assemble

9:00 a.m. White House
Complex Tour

9:30 a.m. White House
Conference Center

10:00 a.m. HIV/AIDS:
Health & Medical Perspectives

10:15 a.m. HIV/AIDS:
Political Perspectives

10:30 a.m. HIV/AIDS:
The Faces

10:45 a.m. Break

11:00 a.m. HIV/AIDS:
Theological Perspectives

12:30 p.m. LUNCH

1:30 p.m.
PRESS CONFERENCE

Lobby of The Old Executive Office of The White House Complex
17 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,, Washington, DC

Continental Breakfast, The Indian Treaty Room, 4th Floor
Greetings: Suzan Johnson Cook, White House Fellow,
Domestic Policy Analysis

Blessing of the Food: Rev. Cecily P. Broderick Y. Guerra,
St. John Episcopal Church, Hempstead, LI

Inhodactidn & Welcome

Kristine Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Pernessa Seele, Founder/C.E.O., The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

Summit Moderator ‘

The Rev. Canon Frederick Williams, The National Chairperson
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
Opening Prayer, Rev. Terri Griffin-Price,

Riverview Baptist Church, Richmond, Virginia

Solo, Claude Jay Jones, II, “There Is A Balm In Gilead”

Denise Stokes, Atlanta, GA
Phill Wilson, Los Angeles, CA

Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Pastor, The Riverside Church,
New York City, “Hard Talk: Breaking the Silence”

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr.,, Pastor, Trinity United Church of
Christ, Chicago, lll, “The Truth About Health Care & HIV from the
African American Perspective”

Rev. Patricia Reeberg, Executive Director, Council of Churches
of the City of NY, “Ideals & Practical Solutions: Healing Resources
in the Black Church Tradition”

Rev. Dr. John Hurst Adams, Founder & Chairman Emeritus,

The Congress of National Black Churches; Presiding Bishop,
African Methodist Episcopal Church, “The Black Church
Farticipation In the Political Process of the HIV/AIDS Crisis”

The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS & Signing of “The African American Clergy Declaration of
War on HIV/AIDS” ‘



A Proclamation from

THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC.

An Organization dedicated 10 Healing the African American Community
Through Prayer. Health Education and Advocacy

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CLERGY’S DECLARATION OF WAR ON HIV/AIDS

- . B
ITB itm h Jd5 rome tU h ag to face the depth of devastation caused by AIDS in the African
American community; to racognize thac African Americans ate (e most disproportionately represented community of color with
respect to HIV/AIDS; that AIDS cantinues w0 be the leading cause of death nationwide of African American men between the ages of 35
and 44, and of African American women berween the ages of 25 and 44: that the number of teenagers infected with HIV nearly doubles
cach year; and that cach and every American-knows someone, .or in the next 12 months will know someone who has died of AIDS.- -

tht :f-\fri:an ,}\mzricmt @hurrh has a long and distinguished tradition of leading its people to light in times of greac suffer-
ing, and of caring for its parishioness. It has a proud history of pastoral activism and has proven itself a formidable mobilizer of congrega-
tions, but the time has come today 1o recognize that as far as our churches have come in the night, there are steps yet to go before dawn;-
thar the African American religious communiry, despite this legacy, has too long been negligent on the most pressing subject of
AIDS/HIV, The church’s godly mission is to minister love and support to its congregations, and to forsake no one, vet, until today, it has
not assumed its proper mantle of responsibility in this time of chaos caused by the ravages of AIDS to mind, body and soul of our people.

:k'atn, therefare, foe, the leaders of African American churches in America, deem it necessary @ acknowledge by means of this
proclamation that only through stalwart commitment, strength of mind and courage of heart on the part of the religious community can
we ever hope to combar the AIDS epidemic. By this proclamation, we declare our intent 1o do all in our power to eradicate the scourge of
AIDS in our time; to wage a war on fear and ignorance of AIDS/HIV, from the pulpit and in our institutions, until such a time as AIDS
is no longer a threat to the lives of the people, and we call upon our fellow clergy, men and women, to do the same.

I8e, members af the dlergy of African American churches in America, recognizing that as long as one human being remains uned-
ucated, as long as one human being suffers from AIDS, it is one 100 many, vow to develop comprchensive AIDS prevention programs for
our yauth; to develop effective AIDS awareness and prevention strategies for and with our congregations and communities; to provide
supportive counseling to Persons Living with AIDS and to their non-infected familics and loved ones: and to preach consciousness-raising
sermons about AIDS prevention and compassion for all, regardless of sexual orientarion, drug dependency, or lifestyle choices.

e furthermare affirm cur commitment to warking with grassroots organizations, corporations, and governmental bodies on
the federal, state and municipal levels to secure generous financial support of AIDS awareness and prevention and to educate our congre-
gations in those programs; and ro work throughout our own institutions, the seminaries and schools of theology, to combat silence on the
subject of AIDS and promote an enlightened, non-judgmental clergy, unimpeded in the war on AIDS by nonproductive biases.

mt furthermare affirm our commitment o identifying tangible goals and means of assessing progress on those gozls. formulac-
ing policy, and engaging in advocacy on behalf of our communities with respect 1o the issues around AIDS.

Hie furthermaore affirm our support for The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS as a vehicle for
mobilizing African American religious institutions to fight AIDS through prayer, education, and advocacy nationwide.

mc furthermore affirm hat fom this day forward, we resolve to open our eyes and acknowledge those persons among us living
with AIDS and their families and loved ones, and o encourage others o sec; to open our ears to their voices among us, and to insist that
others hear; 1o open our hearts in compassion, and expect others o do the same, and in so doing, cast off the denial that has hindered our
chueches in the past, and in so doing move forward with a sense of divine mission to educate our communities, our congrcgauons and our
fellow clergy about AIDS, and in so doing, say at last,

Surely. there is a balm in Giead.
;ﬂn foitness foherenf, we have hereunto set our hand this twenty-cighth of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

ninety four. on the occasion of the first African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS, convencd by The Balm In Gilead,
‘Inc., at the White House, in Washingron, District of Columbia,




BIOGRAPHICAL BRIEFS OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS
IN ATTENDANCE

BISHOP JOHN HURST ADAMS is Senior Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church of the South Carolina Area
and Founder-Chairman Emeritus of the Congress of National Black Churches. He is Past President of Paul Quinn College
in Waco, Texas, as well as the A.M.E. Church General Board and Council of Bishops. Bishop Adams is the recipient
of numerous honors since his election to the episcopacy, including the NAACP Community Leadership Award, the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference Ecumenical Leadership. Award, and several honorary degrees. .

REV. DR. LERQY ATTLES, SR. is Pastor of St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church.in Cambridge, MA. He
provides field education supervision to graduate students-at Boston University School .of Theology, Conwell Theological.
Seminary, and Harvard Divinity School, and is a member of the President’s Advisory Committee of Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary. During his 30-year career in the ministry, Dr. Attles has pastored at four churches.

BISHOP JOSEPH BENJAMIN BETHEA is Resident Bishop of the United Methodist Church in Columbia, SC. Before
his election to the episcopacy, he twice served as District Superintendent in North Carolina. Bishop Bethea has served
on numerous church and jurisdictional agencies and is a trustee of the Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, GA.
In 1993, he was presented with the Order of the Palmetto by Governor Carroll Campbell.

REV. CECILY PATRICIA BRODERICK Y GUERRA is Rector of Saint John’s Church in Hempstead, NY, founded
in 1902 by African Americans and Native Americans who were unwelcome elsewhere. She is formerly the Canon for
Pastoral Work at New York’s Cathedral of Saint John the Divine, and was the first female priest for Saint Philip’s Church
in Harlem, the second oldest black Episcopal church in the U.S. Rev. Broderick Y Guerra has served on numerous civic
and religious committees, including the Board of Governors for The Long Island Council of Churches.

REV. HOWARD A. BRYANT, SR. is Executive Director of the National Black Presbyterian Caucus of the Presbyterian
Church. He has pastored at churches in California, New York, and New Jersey, and is presently serving as the interim
Pastor at the Memorial West Presbyterian Church in Newark. He is a member of the NAACP.

REV. DR. J. JEROME COOPER is President of the Board of Directors for the Ecumenical Information AIDS Resource
Center, a coalition of churches, community, and campus organizations located in North Central Philadelphia. He has been
instrumental in establishing several other organizations in the city including the Mayor’s Police Clergy Organization and
People’s Commuity Developers Corporation. Dr. Cooper has served as Pastor of Berean Presbyterian Church in
Philadelphia for 30 years.

DR. MARGARET JOAN COUSIN is the First Lady of the First Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church. She is widely recognized for her innovative Afro-American Studies programs, and for the establishment of AIDS
education programs throughout the First and Eleventh Districts of the A.M.E. Church. Dr. Cousin is the recipient for
numerous awards and honors for her work in AIDS education, including a Presidential Citation for AIDS Prevention from
President George Bush, a Citation from the Congress on Disease Control, and Humanities Awards from the City of
Miami and Birmingham. '

REV. JEROME B. DORSEY is Director for African American Ministries in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America’s Commission for Multicultural Ministries. The commission assists the Church in working toward the goal of
full partnership and participation of African Americans, Asians, Hispanics and Native Americans in the life of the church
and society. Ordained in 1983, Rev. Dorsey formerly served as Pastor of New Life Lutheran Church in College Park,

GA.



*NELL BRAXTON GIBSON is Director of Parish-based Services for the Episcopal Mission Society. She was formerly
Executive Assistant to the Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New York.. Ms. Gibson serves in a leadership capacity on
several church and civic organizations, including The Balm In Gilead, Inc., the Board of St. Mary’s AIDS Center, and
the Diocese of New York Task Force on Racism. She is the recipient of an honorary doctorate from Berkeley vamuy

School at Yale University.

*MARY L. GRANT is Executive Director of the Robert Ross Johnson Family Life Center in Queens, NY, where she
directs 35 programs serving over 400 children and families. She is an active member of St. Albans Congregational United
Church of Christ, serving on several committees and corporate boards. Before assuming stewardship of the Center, Ms.
Grant taught for 16 years with the New York City Board of Education. .

*SUZANNE ISHEE serves as Producer of Special Projects for Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS.. She received the
1992 Drama Desk Award for her work as creator/producer. of Broadway’s Annual Easter Bonnet Competition, an event
which raised over $2 million for BC/EFA. An actor with numerous Broadway and regional credits, she recently appeared

in the Broadway and Toronto productions of Phantom of the Opera.

DR. ELIAS FARAJAJE-JONES is an Associate Professor of History of Religions at Howard University School of
Divinity. A scholar, activist, and author, Dr. Farajaje-Jones is the first openly bisexual theologian of African descent to
break the silence of the black church on homosexuality/bisexuality and AIDS-centered issues. His course on the sociology
of AIDS and the black church was the first of its kind in the United States, and included the training of students as HIV
educators and test counselors. He has lectured widely on issues of gender, sexuality and AIDS as they relate to the
church, and is a member of the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians.

DR. JAMES ALEXANDER FORBES, JR. is Senior Minister of The Riverside Church in New York City. Prior to
assuming the pastorate, he was the Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching at Union Theological Seminary. Dr. Forbes
previously served as Director of Education at Interfaith Metropolitan Theological Education, Inc. in Washington, D.C.
He has served on the boards of numerous voluntary organizations, including the Richmond Urban League of Virginia,
and is the recipient of several honorary degrees.

REV. DR. MICHAEL ANGELO FRENCHER, SR. is Pastor of the Trinity A.M.E. Zion church in Greensboro, NC.
Ordained a Deacon in 1977 and an Elder in 1979, Dr. Frencher has pastored at several churches in North and South
Carolina. He currently serves in numerous capacities in the West Central North Carolina Conference, and is a member

of the Greensboro Branch NAACP.,

REV. DONALD GILMORE is a member of the Administrative Review Board, the Committee on Ordained Ministry,
and the Board of Ordained Ministry for the Missouri West Conference. A committed social activist, he is also a member
of the VNA Hospice AIDS Advisory Board and the Ryan White Advisory Board, both of Kansas City, and was previously
Chairman of Orange County Human Rights Commission in Goshen, NY. Rev. Gilmore has served as Pastor of Trinity
UM Church in White Plains, NY and Plum Street UM Church in Abilene, TX.

REV. DR. WILLIE E. GIVENS JR. is Pastor of First Baptist Church in Sumnerville, SC. A longtime member of several
religious, civic and fraternal organizations, Dr. Givens is 1st Vice President of the South Carolina Baptist Education and
Missionary Convention, and Past President of the South Carolina Education and Missionary Baptist Brotherhood

Convention.

DR. J. CURTIS GOAR, JR. is Director of Family, Youth and Children Services for Action for Bridgeport Community
Development, Inc. in Connecticut and Senior Minister of the Body of Christ Ministry International. An author of several
publications, Dr. Goar has lectured throughout the world. He is Regional Director of the Association of Christian Truckers.
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WILLIAM C. GRESHAM is the Vice President of the Minority Task Force on AIDS (MTFA), Harlem’s oldest
community based AIDS service provider. As the Director of Council Affairs of the Private Industry Council of New
York City, Inc. Mr. Gresham is the official representative of the volunteer Chairman and Chief Executive Officer and
its board of directors. His professional responsibilities of assisting the PIC in overseeing the largest federal job training
-allocation in the nation for the economically disadvantaged, mirror his personal commitment to improving the lives and

conditions of the less fortunate.

REV. DR. TERRIE GRIFFIN-PRICE is the Founder and CEO of HEAL, Inc. of Virginia, a volunteer-based African-
American HIV/AIDS service agency that has presented HIV prevention education to over 15,000 African-American
women, men and youth in metropolitan Richmond. Her training curriculum;, -"AIDS and the Black Church: Equipping -
the Saints for the Work of Ministry," is being piloted through the Evans-Smith Leadership Institute. Dr. Griffin-Price
is Assistant Pastor of Riverview Baptist Church and serves on the pastoral staff of the Fifth Street Baptist Church, both

of Richmond.

REV. DR. FORREST E. HARRIS, SR. is the Director of the Kelly Miller Smith Institute on African American Church
Studies and Assistant Dean for Student Life at the Vanderbilt Divinity School. An author and frequent public speaker,
Dr. Harris is Pastor of the Pleasant Green Baptist Church and President of the Interdenominational Ministers Fellowship,
both in Nashville, TN. He serves on the board of directors of several organizations, including the United Way and the
Nashville Chapter of the National Conference of Christians and Jews.

REV. DR. ALVIN O’NEAL JACKSON is the Senior Pastor of the Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church of Memphis,
TN, the largest Disciple congregation in the U.S. and Canada. He is a member of the Board of Trustees and Past -
President of the National Convocation of the Christian Church, and a member of the Board of Directors of Overseas
Ministries of the Christian Church.

REV. CAROL A. JOHNSON is Founder and Co-Coordinator of Harvard AIDS Ministries, an outgrowth of an AIDS
Ad Hoc committee comprised of students, faculty, and staff, and a third year Master of Divinity student at Harvard
Divinity School. She is a member of the Massachusetts Women of color AIDS Council, and a past board member of the
National Black Women’s Health Project and the National Coalition of Black Lesbians and Gays.

REV. SAM E. JOHNSON is Founder and Director of Friendship Ministries, Inc. in Macon, GA, a community-based
organization dedicated to crisis outreach. Its programs include drug and AIDS awareness, homelessness prevention, and
violence intervention. Rev. Jolinson is the former Pastor of Corner Stone Missionary Baptist Church and Greater Bethel
Baptist Church in Georgia. He is one of the leading advocates of HIV/AIDS awareness in middle Georgia.

REV. DR. BARBARA LEWIS KING is the Founder-Minister of Hiliside Chapel and Truth Center in Atlanta, GA, a
nondenominational ecumenical ministry which Dr. King began in her living room and which has grown to a congregation
of 5,000. She is the International President of the International Congress of Women Ministry and Trustee of the Christian
Council of metro Atlanta. In 1992, she was appointed Chair of the Community Relations Commission and Co-Chair of
the Atlanta Religious Mobilization Against Crime by Mayor Maynard Jackson. Dr. King is the author of six books.

REV. H. MICHAEL LEMMONS is Executive Director of The Congress of National Black Churches, Inc., a voluntary
nonprofit religious organization designed to promote Christian unity, charity and fellowship among the member
denominations. He has pastored at A.M.E. churches in Maryland and Washington, D.C. and has served on the boards
of numerous civic groups including the Mayor’s Task Force on Substance Abuse, the Annapolis Housing Authority, and

the Human Relations Commission. Rev. Lemmons is listed in Who's Who in America and Who’s Who Among Black
America.



" REV. DR. JOSEPH ECHOLS LOWERY is the Chair of the National Black Leadership Forum and President of the
historic Southern Christian Leadership Conference, which he cofounded with Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and others.
A civil rights leader for four decades, Dr. Lowery was also among the vanguard in protesting the U.S. investment in
apartheid South Africa. He also served as pastor of United Methodist churches in Alabama and Georgia for 45 years. Dr.
Lowery’s many international honors for his work in human rights include the Martin Luther ng Nonviolent Peace Prize
and the World Peace Council Award of the German Democrauc Republic.

REV. JULIA MAYO-QUINLAN is Pastor of the Chinese United Methodist Church in New York’s Chinatown. She has
also served as chaplain in the New York City Department of Corrections, and as a hospice chaplain. Rev. Mayo-Quinlan
has served on several church-committees including the Commxssnon on Higher Education, and.is on the Board of Directors'

of Women’s Advocacy Ministry.

REV. DR. BILL MCGILL is Founder and Senior Pastor.of the Fellowship of Faith Baptist Church.in Des Moines, IA
An ardent supporter of liberation theology, he created P.E.A.C.E., People Educated about AIDS Creates Empathy, a
program of education and compassion towards the HIV/AIDS crisis. Dr. McGill is the youngest President Emeritus of
the NAACP nationwide, and now serves as Vice President of the Iowa/Nebraska State Conference of NAACP Branches.

DR. MEGAN S. MCLAUGHLIN is Executive Director and CEO of the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies, a
70-year-old association of more than 250 voluntary health and welfare agencies in metro New York. The author of
numerous studies on welfare policy, foster children, and African/Caribbean-American families, Dr. McLaughlin is a
former senior program officer at The New York Community Trust, the nation’s largest community foundation. She has
received numerous awards for her distinguished work in human services.

REV. TIMOTHY P. MITCHELL is Pastor of the Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church of Flushing, NY. Widely-
respected by the religious community for his leadership abilities, he was nominated by the Eastern Baptist Association
as Vice Moderator of Queens iri 1992. Dr. Mitchell’s community activities include the Wards Island Homeless outreach
program and the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Care Center. He is and a longtime advocate of civil rights and joined Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1961 Albany, GA struggle for peace and justice..

DR. CLARENCE G. NEWSOME is Dean of the Howard School of Divinity in Washington, D.C., Joining the ranks
of such noted leaders as Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays, he has guiding the school to a position of leadership in the U.S. and
Canada since his appointment in 1992. Dr. Newsome has served on the boards of numerous scholarly and voluntary
organizations, including the North American-European Theological Seminar of the American Academy of Religion, and
is currently Chair of the Executive Committee of the Washington Theological Consortium. He is the author of a number

of articles on religious biography.

*SILAS NORMAN, JR., M.D. is Medical Director at Wayne County Jail, Detroit, MI and Clinical Assistant Professor
of Medicine and Commumty Medicine at Wayne State University School of Medicine. He is Board Chairman of
Commumty Health Awareness Group and a Board Member of Southeastern Michigan HIV/AIDS Coordinating Council,
and is active on several other church and civil orgamzatlons Dr. Norman is also Deacon at Hartford Memornal Baptist

Church

REV. TYRONE S. PITTS is General Secretary of the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc., and the chief
administrative officer of the Convention. He is the former director of Racial Justice, Division of Church and Society for
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and has served in leadership positions at several church
organizations. His numerous affiliations include the Baptist World Alliance, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference

West, and the Los Angeles Hospital and Prison Ministry.
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BISHOP NORMAN N. QUICK serves the Church of God in Christ as the prelate of the State of Rhode Island. He is
Pastor of Childs Memorial Ternple in New York City, and President of the National Publishing Board. Bishop Quick is
also Past President of the Council of Churches of the City of New York, and currently serves as Chair of the Council’s
Board of Trustees, overseeing its enterprises in New York. He is acuve in numerous organizations, locally, natlonally

and internationally.

REV. PATRICIA A. REEBERG is Chief Executive Officer of the Council of Churches of the City of New York and
Assistant Pastor at The St. Paul Baptist Church in Manhattan. She was appointed by former Mayor David N. Dinkins
- to serve as a Commissioner on the Civilian Complaint Review Board, and also serves. on several boards and advisory
committees including Harlem Churches for Community. Improvement Inc., and New York State Governor’s Committee -

on Scholastic Achievement.

REV. DR. W. FRANKLYN RICHARDSON,. a world-renowned minister, has preached extensively on six continents..
He is General Secretary for the National Baptist Convention, and a member of both the General Council of the Baptist
World Alliance, and the governing board of the National Council of Churches. Ordained for the Christian ministry early
in life, Dr. Richardson was called to the fulltime pastorate at the age of 19. He is Pastor of the historic Grace Baptist
Church in Mt. Vernon, NY, Chair of the Drug Preventlon Council of the City of Mt. Vernon, and President of the

United Black Clergy of Mt. Vernon.

REV. DR. EDWIN C. SANDERS, II is the Senior Servant and Founder of the Metropolitan Interdenominational Church
in Nashville, TN, and responsible for all pastoral duties. He is a former Director of the Southern Prison Ministry in
Nashville, and a member of the NAACP, the Nashville Urban League, and the Board of Trustees of Wesleyan University
in Connecticut.

REV. DR. GARY V. SIMPSCN is Senior Pastor of The Concord Baptist Church of Christ in Brooklyn, NY and former
Pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church of Morristown, NJ. A longtime community advocate, he has served as
Commissioner for the New York City Foster Care Commission and is a member of the Progressive National Baptist
Convention and the National Council of Churches. Dr. Simpson has preached extensively throughout the U.S.

REV. DR. DIANE SMALLEY ié the Assistant to the Pastor, The Rev. Dr. Charles A. Adams, at Hartford Memorial
Baptist Church in Detroit, MI. She is also Campus Minister with United Ministries in Higher Education, serving students,
faculty, and staff at Eastern Michigan University.

REV. JONATHAN R. STAPLES is Associate Minister at Memorial Baptist Church in New York City, and Senior
Program Associate on the Church Desk of the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies. He was a Martin Luther King,
Jr. Fellow at Stanford Univer: snty, and is the recipient of the Byrd Prize for Preaching from Princeton Theological

Seminary.

REV. DR. JACK SULLIVAN, JR. is Associate for Racial/Ethnic and Multicultural Educational Ministries for the
Division of Homeland Ministries, where he develops resources which reflect the cultures and perspectives of the
denomination’s multiethnic constituencies. He is also Dean of the Harambee College of Mission and Ministry of the
National Convocation of the Christian Church. Dr. Sullivan was previously Associate Regional Minister of the Christian

Church of Mid-America, one of the Disciples’ units.

REV. MERIANN TAYLOR is Associate Pastor at the Metropolitan Interdenominational Church in Nashville, TN. She
is also Chaplain and Counselor at Nashville’s Council on AIDS Resources, Education & Services, which is a local
convener of the Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.



REV. DR. KWASI ANTHONY THORNELL is Assistant Rector of the Calvary Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C.
He has been on the boards of several church and civic organizations, including the Council of Churches of Greater
Washington, the Washington Episcopal Clergy Association, and the Committee on Public Education, in D.C. Dr. Thornell
is an HIV/AIDS education triiner, and has served on the ministerial staff of Washington National Cathedral and St.

Stephen’s Episcopal Church in St. Louis.

DR. RICHARD L. TOLLIVER is Rector of St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church in Chicago, IL and President and CEQ of
St. Edmund’s Redevelopment Corporation. He currently serves as the National President of the Union of Black
Episcopalians, and is a former Associate Director of the U.S. Peace Corps in Kenya and the Country Director in

Mauritania. Dr. Tolliver is listed in Who’s Who Among Black Americans:.

DR. HAROLD DEAN TRULEAR is Dean of Masters’ Programs and Professor.of Church and. Society at New Yor..
Theological Seminary. He has held faculty positions at Jersey. City State College, Drew University and Eastern Baptist -
Theological Seminary. Associate Pastor of Community Baptist Church of Love in Paterson, NI, Dr. Trulear also serves.
on the Board of Directors of the Center for Urban Theological Studies in Philadelphia.

THE RT. REV. ORRIS G. WALKER, JR. is the VIIth Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island, a multiracial, multicultural
community of faith. Among the numerous leadership positions he holds on religious and civic organizations, Bishop
Walker is Board chairman of the Interfaith Medical Center, and Chairman of the Board of Managers of the Episcopal
Health Services. Nationally, he has chaired the Committee on Constitution in the House of Bishops and the Task Force
for the Recruitment, Training and Deployment of Black Clergy for the National Church’s Commission on Black
Ministries. Bishop Walker holds honorary doctorates in Canon Law and Divinity from Berkeley Divinity School at Yale
and the General Theological Seminary.

REV. DR. PRESTON R. WASHINGTON SR. is President and CEO of Harlem Churches for Community Improvement,
Inc. HCCI is committed to restoring a wholesome quality of living to the community by providing over 750 affordable
housing units, health and social services, education and employment, and spiritual empowerment. It also has an AIDS
initiative for some 40 families. Dr. Washington is Pastor of the Memorial Baptist Church in Harlem, an ecumenical
organization of Christian and Muslim congregations, and the author of two books on the black church.

REV. CANON FREDERICK WILLIAMS is the XIVth Rector of the Episcopal Church of the Intercession in Harlem,
New York City, one of the first religious centers to initiate a programmatic response to AIDS. He is National Chair of
The Balm In Gilead, Inc., and has done groundbreaking work around AIDS issues in Africa and Cuba. An Adjunct
Professor at the New York Institute of Theology, Rev. Wlllxams also serves as advisor to Archbishop Desmond Tutu in

South Africa.

REV. SAUL S. WILLIAMS has served as Pastor in several New York churches in his 33-year career. He has served
on the boards of numerous religious and ecumenical organizations, including the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, the Commission of Human Rights for the City of Newburgh, and the Empire Baptist Missionary State
Convention. A longtime community advocate, he is widely-respected lecturer and teacher, and serves as a consultant to
The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

*MARK WHITLOCK is Founder and Executive Director of FAME Renaissance, the economic development arm of First
A.M.E. Church in South Central Los Angeles. The corporation evolved as a response to the civil unrest of April 1992
and has since established a broad range of counseling, employment and loan programs. As a result of his local efforts,
Mr. Whitlock has also been appointed to serve as Chairman of the Men’s Ministry for the International Governing Board
of the 6,000 A.M.E. churches. He is the host of a weekly radio program in Los Angeles, and the recipient of numerous

awards and citations for his community service.



Mr. Whitlock has also been appointed to serve as Chairman of the Men’s Ministry for the International Governing Board
of the 6,000 A.M.E. churches. He is the host of a weekly radio program in Los Angeles, and the recipient of numerous
awards and citations for his community service.

REV. DR. RICHARD W. WILLS, SR. is Pastor of the Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery,
AL, and the former Pastor of Pilgrim Baptist Church of Richmond, VA. He currently serves as Professor of Worship
and Old Testament at Selma University in Selma, AL. Dr. Wills is a member of the American Baptist Convention and
the Progressive National Baptist Convention. His executive board memberships include the Montgomery United Way and

the Central Alabama QIC.

*JACQUELYN C. WILKERSON is the director of the AIDS Advocacy in African American Churches Program,
sponsored by the AIDS National Interfaith Network, in Washington, D.C. Ms. Wilkerson serves on the board of directors
of several local and national AIDS service organizations, and was awarded an honorary.doctorate from Aspen Christian
College and Theological Seminary in Lakewood, CO in recognition of her leadership. She is currently writing a book
about women ministers, Rev. Mother. '

*PHILL WILSON is currently Director of Public Policy at AIDS Project Los Angeles, an organization that seeks to affect
public policy in the interests of those with AIDS and HIV disease. A nationally respected advocate, Mr. Wilson is one
of the founders of a number of prominent AIDS awareness organizations, including the Gay Men of Color HIV
Consortium and AIDS Healthcare Foundation. He sits on the board of the AIDS Action Council and the Minority AIDS
Project. Mr. Wilson has been living with HIV disease for 12 years.

DR. JEREMIAH A. WRIGHT, JR. has been Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago for 22 years. During
his pastorship, the church has grown from an initial congregation of 87 to 4,400, and now has an annual budget in excess
of $3 million. His book, What Makes You So Strong? was published in 1993 by Judson Press in Valley Forge, PA. Dr.
Wright was named the "Number Two Preacher among the Fifteen Greatest Black Preachers in America.”

REV. ALFONSO WYATT serves on the Boards of the Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, the New York Regional
Association of Grantmakers, and on the Advisory Board of the National Urban League’s Education Initiative. He is part
of the ministerial staff of Allen A.M.E. Church, in Jamaica, New York, and writes a monthly column for the Christian
newspaper, Sunday Morning. He is Vice President for the Funds for the City of New York.

*Lay person



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1994

Paul Akio Kawata

Executive Director

National Minority AIDS Council
300 Eye Street, NE

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20002-4389

Dear Paul:

Thank you for sharing with me the final
report of the 1993 National Skills
Building Conference. The staff of the
Domestic Policy Council. and I appreciate
the opportunity to review it.

Sincerely, .

Covtol 1. Rgraew

Carol H. Rasco :
Assistant to the President for
Domestic Policy

CHR:ram
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QFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY
THE WHITE HOUSE
CAROL H. RASCO

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR DOMESTIC POLICY

TO:

DRAFT RESPONSE FOR POTUS AND
FORWARD TO CHR BY:

DRAFT RESPONSE FOR CHR BY:

PLEASE REPLY DIRECTLY TO THE WRITER
(COPY TO CHR) BY:

PLEASE ADVISE BY:

LET'S DISCUSS:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

, fi;j;ﬁﬁﬁ* ODE:

FILE:
SEND c (ORIGINAL TO CHR):

SCHEDULE ? : ACCEPT PENDING REGRET

DESIGNEE TO ATTEND:
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February 16, 1994

Carol Rasco .
The White House - Domestlc Policy Council N '
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Rasco,

Enclosed is a copy of the final report for the 1993 National Skills
Building Conference, a unique collaboration between AIDS National
Interfaith Network (ANIN), National Association of People with AIDS
(NAPWA) and National Minority AIDS Council (NMAC). The '93
conference had 1,270 participants from 542 agencies in 46 states, the

i - District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Canada, India, Dominican Republic :
NA-l IONAL ., and the Republic of South Africa. 54% of the participants were people- 300 EYE STREET, NE
MINOR”’Y of color, 20% were people living with HIV, and 49% of the participants SUITE 400
were women. WASHINGTON, DC
AIDS 20002-4389
COUNC”. I will always remember the NMAC opening plenary, we had 11 :\; ;gigﬁ(}){;;g

individuals from the Republic of South Africa open the conference
singing their national anthem. As they stood proudly with their fists
clenched high, I found we lived on a much smaller planet then I first
believed.

1994 will prove to be a critical year to NMAC. Now more then ever we
need your advice, we need your partnership, we need your support. ‘In
the upcommg months we will announce several new initiatives,
please join us. I close with words from Jim Beckner, from the Fan Free
Clinic, he said about the 1993 conference theme, With Strength To
Carry On, "We have much to learn about what is means to live, love
and be a <ommumty Persons with AIDS possess the ultimate in
human experiences. They are best equipped to be our teachers for this
task. My job is to develop a humble and teachable heart so I can be
their student. It is this task and their strength that helps me carry on."

he struggle,

~~
4

\;V‘

Paul Akio Kawata
Executive Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS VICE CHAR, JuAN MOLINA-CRESPO TREASURER, SANDRA MCDONALD BISHOP CARL BEAN BARBARA GARCiA CAROLE LAFAVOR JANET MITCHELL, MD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CHAIR, NORMAN NICKENS WINFIELD MOODY HEALTH CENTER QUTREACH, INC. MINORITY AIDS PROJECT SALUD PARA LA GENTE MINNEAPOLIS, MN HARLEM HOSPHTAL PAUL AKIO KAWATA
CHICAGO, IL (ATLANTA, GA LOS ANGELES, CA . WATSONVILLE, CA NEW YORK, NY -7

Ui3+SAN FRANCISCO EMPLOYEES NORMA LOPEZ
. RETIREMENT SYSTEM SECRETARY, MARIE ST. CYR-DELPE AT-LARGE, JAIME GEAGA, PA-C ERLINE BELTON RASHIDAH HASSAN, RN NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LA RAZA SUXI PORTS

AN FRANCISCO,CA NEW YORK COMMISSION ON FILIPINO TASK FORCE ON AIDS CLEVELAND, OH BEBASH! WASHINGTON, DC FAMILY HEALTH PROJECT
A HUMAN RIGHTS SAN FRANCISCO, CA - PHILADELPHIA, PA NEw YORK, NY

NEW YORK, NY
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AlDS National Interfaith Network
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, Suife 504 Washington, DC 20002
202-546-0807 Fax 202-546-5103

'National Association of People With AIDS

1413 K Street, NW  Washington, DC 20005

- 202-898-0414 rax 202-898-0435

National Minority AIDS Council
300 Eye Street, NE, Suite 400 Woashington, DC 20002-4389
202-544-1076 £ax 202-544-0378
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- THE WHITE HOUSE
' .WASHINGTON -

October 6, 1994

Reverend David P. Strohschein
- Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church

430 8th Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Dear Rev. Strohschein: ‘

Thank you for sharing with me your
enidorsement of Herbert W. Perry for the
position of National AIDS Policy
Coordinator. I have forwarded your letter
to our Personnel Division.

Again, thank you for your interest.
sincerely, , /

Carol H. Rasco :
Assistant to the President for
Domestic Policy .

CHR:ram - “i
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HOLY CROSS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH .
- ﬂl] 430 8th Avenue South

St. Cloud, MN 56301
— e Church Office: 251-8416 0CT 4 994
::::;:7: j— .
A : Rev. David Strohschein, Senior Pastor
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD : Rev. Anthony Bertram, Assistant Pastor

September 28, 1994
Carol Rasco
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
White House S X
1600 Pennsylvarnia Avenue : o ~

Washington, D.C. |
- Re: Support for Candidate for National AIQfS Policy Coordinator
. Dear Ms. Rasco;

- This letter is written in support of Mr. Herbert W. Perry, LPA/EA as a
.candidate for the position of National AIDS Policy Coordinator. Mr. Perry has
indicated to me that he has a sincere interest in seeking this position, and
feels he has the insight, dedication, and commitment to do the job.

I have known Mi. Perry for apprommately 10 years. I know him to be very
capable in his pr ofessmn He is a very sincere person, and is able to work

%

Well with: others R DA

The most important qualification he would brmg to this position is his heart.
Having lost his son to AIDS, he has first hand “"heart knowledge” of so much-
of what is involved in the battle against this disease. Such “heart
knowledge”, when coupled with his intellectual abilities, do serve to make
him a candldate worthy of consideration for this position.

I am pleased to offer support for him: a‘s a candidate for the position of
National AIDS Policy Coordinator. -

- Sincerely, -
T R D80 Stedsde
Rev. Dav1d P. Strohschem |

o g e, e e B T U P S T A
D N N o cee Tx o halil RLU Ll DR

cc:*Herbert. W:.-Perry, LPA/EA -
Ot AU A S b PPRTS SRS A FOR NPT S AL PO S T

- "The Word of God endures forever.”
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
" FOR FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

Carol H. Rasco

Assistant to the Presldent
for Domestic Policy '

The White House

Washington, D.C.

FAX $ 202-456 2878

Dear Carol:

‘I am writing to ask you to strongly consider appo;ntlng Ben
Schatz as a co-chalr of the Pres;dentlal AIDS Council. :

_ I have. known and greatly respected Ben for ten years.: He is
a nationally renowned AIDS public policy expert. 1In addition, I’
.worked -with Ben very closely.during the 1992 Clinton Presidential
Campaign. Ben, as you may know, was the chief architect of the
campaign’s AIDS policy. He wrote the Presidential debate
briefing papers on both AIDS and gay/lesbian issues, helped
gather endorsements for Bill Clinton, helped write candidate
Clinton’s AIDS speech,‘and wrote transition documents on AIDS and
on gay/lesbian issues. Throughout the campaign, Ben was an
effective, politically astute advocate for both Bill Clinton and
the AIDS and gay/lesblan constxtuenCLes.

I am convxnced that as a co-chalr of the Presidential AIDS
Council, Ben would once again provide enormous benefit both to
- the Pr931dent and to people with HIV. Ben’s widespread '
_ credibility among AIDS advocates, coupled with his polxtlcal
- sophistication and pragmatlsm, make h1m unxquely suited to play a
leadership role on this council.

I would greatly apprec;ate your passing thls note along to
anyone whe is involved in the decision-making process on this
matter. Flease let me know if I can be of any helpin provxdlng
additional information.

‘vefy truly yours, .

distant Secretary
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i . THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY

CAROL H. RASCO
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
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Please reply directly to the writer

(copy to CHR) by:

Please advise by:

Let’s discuss: .‘\f«}*
‘ ! (;:;. M
For your information: ) XN

',Rﬁﬂ?\‘using form code:
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Designee t0 attend:

/ !,A”i D‘i‘)

M% copy to (original to CHR): __|

I Accept

Cipending

Remarks:




| S ~ ROUTING SLIP
DATE: q ;AKX L’f ‘{ ;
FROM: Ricki Se:.dman :

Assistant to the Presmdent
and Director of Scheduling and Advance

SUBJECT :. fwuuu1p@¢u;&amﬁmJ

Joan -Bagget:t . Anne McGuire
Rebecca Cameron = T . Mack McLa:ﬁty’
- Abner J. Mikva ________ - Leon Panetta

Ralhm Emanuel - John Podesta
Mark Gearan . L Jack Quinn

David Gergen . - Carol Rasco

Jack Gibbons - - ~ Bob Rubin
Cindy Gire - Patti Solis

Pat Griffin S | G. Stephanopoulos
Marcia Hale I | ‘ Ann Stock

Alexis Hém‘lan o o Stephanie Streett
Nancy. Hernreich | o | ‘Christine Varney
"Harold Ickes | - Joe Velasquez
Phil Lader . - Melanne Verveer
Anthony Lake - _ Maggie .Williams
Bruce Lindsey = __ Tony Wilson
FILE: | IRVIY @ f&ka/'
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THE‘WH!TE HOUSE.
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September 27, 1994

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

TO: . Pedro Zamora
| o P6/(b)(6) |
DATE: | As soon as possible
RECOMMENDED BY: Dan Bross, Executive Director
: AIDS Action Council
(202)986-1300

BACKGROUND: , Pedro is a 22 year old gay, Cuban-
: ' American in the final stages of HIV

disease. Pedro is a member of AIDS
Action Council’s board, a nationally
recognized speaker and advocate for
adolescent HIV prevention and care, and
currently seen each week on MTV’s The
Real World has been featured in the

various publications including Ing_ﬂgll

ﬁ&rggsglguxnal
 CONTACT PERSON: carol H. Rasco (}A)Q’
DATE OF SUBMISSION: September 27, 1994
ACTION: = ) o Because of the work that Pedro has done

in the AIDS filed;~\it was recommended
Fhat a very personal call from the
President would be nice.
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Sepember 22. 1994

To: Carol Rascol

i E
Fr  Dan Bross Jm

Re:  Presidental Phone Call

 coungil

- I have a very spccia.l request ~ a request | do not make without a great dez.l of
- toughtc A \ ,
Pedro Zamora, a 22 yeas vid gay, Cuban-American is in the tinal stages of HTV
disease. Pedro, a member of AIDS Action Coundl’s buard. a nationally recognized
speaker dnd advocate for adolcscent [TV prevention and cure, and currendy seen
each week on MTV’s The Real World has been featued in the various pubhcanons
mcludmg The Wall Strect Joumal.

While Pedro’s health detencmtes daily, he conunucs to fight
|
IS there any\vay possible for you to assist in arrana,xng a phone call fiom tbz
President 10 Pedro? I understand this is a very difficult request to honor but want
" to do what litde I can n hnng some joy and hope to Pedro’s ﬁno.l days.

Taw ausching addidonal information for yonr nse, Please do not hesitate to give me

1875 a call if I can auswer any additional question of provide further informaton.

Cnnwectiont dve NO ' . o | o
Sine 700 Thank you so much Casol fur your anention and support :

- 20009, '

Fux 202 986 13d% . ./ ‘ 7
?’029861300 {/ ﬁﬁ-/(7‘d'l/¢ /{"J
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Pedro Zamora : | e

P6/(b)(6)

Pedro Zamora is.22 year old gay, Cuban-lAmerican living with AIDS who came to this country
from Cuba with his family during the Mariel boat lift in 1980. Pedro grew up in Miami and was
infected with HIV as a teenager through unprotected scxual intercourse.

Since learning he was HIV infected at age 17 Pedro has become a nationally recognized speaker
and advocate for adolescent HIV prevention and care. He appeared in a front page article in the -
Wall Street Journal in 1993, was featured in one of CDC’'s American Responds to AIDS
campaigns and has been seen in numerous television interviews. Currently, Pedro is secn each
weck on MTV's The Real World, servmg as a trcmendous role model for gay tcens and people
- living with AIDS. :

As a board member of AIDS Action Council, Pedro has testified wice this year bcfore Rep..
Waxman’s House Subcommittee on Health & the Environment on the topics of health care
reform and HIV prevention. Secretary Shalala spoke about Pedro in her first major speech about -
AIDS in April, 1993. Pedro also served as a pancl mcmber of the CDC Extcrnal Review
conducted in tte summer of 1993. :

P6/(b)(6)
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Pedro’s Story ™

Teen With AIDS Virus
Tries to Teach Youths
Some Lessons for Life
At Miami Schools. He Talks

About Sex. Pain. Death
—And His Own Odyssey

Education f;r_—Kinderéanen [

stass R By EmC MORGENTHALER :
[ Reporter of Tug Wall STAZET JounxaL
Nigm-"wm: does 2 person with
AID.; look lke?" 13-year-oid Pedro 23-
mor,: rzs;sl:s mGeol class of fiftr- and sixth-
grad at den Glades Elemen
School. Hands fly up. e
“Skiany.” says a qirl near the front
in They don't walk good.” a bov chimes
‘ ““fmey wet their bed.” says another
and her classmaies qiggie.
mé“;?'umm ora, who is rin. handsome
éaithy-looking, caims the children
down. “Let me ask ; ‘
you something.” he j '
says. Do I look like

[ have ALDS™
“Moooooso, the |
eatiré  class > 3

sponcis.

“Well. you know , (3%
whatt"”

Stirung with this
new school year,
AIDS education be-
gins i kindergarten -
in Dade County's !if:.
schoo! system. and .,
the district's mast
POtenl weapon against the deadly disease

is ad young man :
“Peter Zamora. g named Pedro

l

T3 ' 2562878

torth Witll scnooicnuaren reacnes a levet of
explicitness—as much in tielr questions as
his answers—that might shock many
aduits. Yet no one here is shocked-—
except when they hear that the teen-ager
taiking 1o them is infected with the TV vi-
rus. which causes AIDS,

. o o

“[ remernder a year ago being it (his
very room in (ALS very ciass.” Pedro tells
the students in Room 310 of Hialeah Kigh
School. " dad everybody wuas saying they
hadn’t been touched by AIDS.

“And yet that boy in that seol-—am
honor student, an athlete. not a trouble-
maker, and pretty popuiar ar school—was
HIV-positive. ' )

" 4 lot of us feel ALDS is never going to
touch our lives. [ felt that way, (00.”

.- L4 -

The sworm Ddlew up soun after the
Sinthia M. left the Cuban port of Matiet
stuffed with about 250 refugees. [t was
¥ay 30. 1980, wie sixth week of tie Mariel
boatitft, which brought 125.000 Cubans to
Florida shores, :

Pedro Zamora, eight years oid. had
never been on a boat defore. He was very
seasick. *

Pedro and his grandmother were hud-
died on a crowded bunk inside the boat's
cabin. Pedro was wearing his best ciothes:
a Syperman T-shirt an uncie had brought
from Americs and biue cotton pants Ris
mother bad made {rom one of her skires:
she used red thread rather than blue de-
cause biye thread. Jike so much eise, was
scarce in Casmo's Cubd. espectally for
families as poor as the Zamoras.

The other members of Pedro’s family—
his parents, Hector apd Zoraida: his 15
yearoid sister. Milagres: his 12-yearoid
brother, Jesus—sat cutside os benches in
the rain. Peopie were jammed so tghtly
together that Wie seasick had 1o vomit {n
place. The rain washed it away.

Surrounding the passengers. separated
only by 3 rope. was a grotesque chorus of
murderers, thieves, rapists. insane peopie,
the dreadfully sick. the horribly impaired.
They had bees put on board by the Castro
regime, which was using the boaulft to
empty ‘its prisons and, mental hospitals.

-

_ul

"

-
[}
.
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His five oidest sidlings had been ieft be-
nind in Cuba. Although the oldest cpe. a
married sister. had never intended 1o
leave, the other four, all brothers. plaaned

y go. For ve days. they ware processed

.ong with everyone eise. Finally. the day .

tne boat was joaded. they were i0id they
couidn't leave because they were at or
nearing draft age. One was tie twin of Pe-
dro's sister Milagres.

.

i

The senior Zamoras said they wouldn't

Jeave thetr sons. But the sons insisted the

rest of the family go. to give Lhe yaunger

chijdren a chance at a better life. They

said they’d join their family when the Cas-
tro recume fell, waich everyone assurned
would be soon. .

mmuwxeyw6tt|}oknhm&
Pedro walked off the boail. tghtly cutch-
ing his mother's band. a maa gave him
an apple. Pedro looked at his mother. and
tears filled their eyes. Hig brower Pancho.
who they'd left behind. hid said te first
ting he wanted to do in America wis eat
an apple.

dQ » L J

Dear Peter, ,

Hi! How are you feeling? [ hope good.
Well I'm all right. I'm the girt (ot @ middle
school in an upper-middle-ciass neghbore
hood near Miarm} that atked yox how yos

. reacted when you found ows that you Aad |.

AIDS. Well when | saw yom walk in the
door [ couldn’t delieve thixt you had AIDS.

It°s just that ‘re ood looking and
s you're o ¢ g

S ot - -

nice. Well I'm just writfg (0 ask you (o
please write me and 1el me Aow yox're do-
ing wher you Aave the chaxce. a least
usce ¢ week if you can okf
Well [ goua go. Good luck and please
write me won.
{ :
PS}}I you want {0 cail me. please dor't
¢call past 10:00 p.m. ‘

e e

May 581

0 4562878

He
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School was in English. and the Mariel -

refugees were spread arcund. to force
them (o 3dapc Pedro. Wwho arrived speak-

ing oaty Spanish. found it easy to comumnuy-

picate. In ditfienit situarions, he wouid rely
on the only other Spanish-speaker in his
class a Puerto Rican girl who was {luent
in Engtish,

The first time Pedrv recited the aipba-
bet in Engiish, ail the kids in his class ap-

Pedro’s father quickly got a job mowing
lawns, aod later he bemg?:onjdngm con-
struction. Pedro's mother found work in 2

" After two or three months, the Zamoras
in the US. and the Zamoras in Cuba &
nally got a phnoq call tarough. The call
m:xymmmudmma

. ryone was crytng so
couldn’t talk, . ey

Milagros remembers her birthday thar
year. She wanted it to be bappy, but it also
wag the birthday of der twin. Pancho. and
he was in Cuba. Her mother cried the
whole day.

For Pedro. however. the sadness
always fleeting. He was eight years oid. He
was having 3 great tme in this new land,
He was thrilled to discover 3 swimming

~ pool at the aparument complex his family -

moved (o ia Hisleah, west of Mlarnt. Pedto
had never seen 2 swimming poot before.

P.a3

1991, A1




. cut her hair.

~had a few Jocks that had been cut before

P ro’s Story: Teen Te

As the years went on, the hallowness of
the family’s assurmpiion that Castro soon
woul fall-and the family be reunited—
gnawed at everyone. Pedro’s mother would
have pangs of loneliness wiile in the
kitchea. She was used to cooking for big
family gatherings. and the process itself
reminded her that five of her eight chil-
dren weren't here.

"1 always remember my mother
she didn't want al} Ummr,:mcml tsl:inﬁ::
she just wanted everybody to be together
again,” says Pedro's brother Jesus. “We
didn’t have food in Cuba, we didn7 have i
money. and we jike It much better here.
Bul we were happler over there because
we-were all together.”

Mrs. Zamora and Pedro were especially *

close. He was the baby of the tamily, and
she treated im as her speclal clgzi. He
and his mother would watch movies on

; lelevision together. They would play eard .

games and Chinese checkers. They would
dance to old Cuban music, They would talk
for hours. '
When Pedro was )}, a mole on h
mother's face began 10 change shape. B‘;
the time she went to a doctor, In June
1983, cancer had spread. She coatinued to
work for more than a year, but her condi-
tlon worsened. One moruing, in the spring
of 1385, Pedro’s mother asked bim.-t1t 4
were 1o die and could leave you anything
ym; wanied, what would i1 pe?> i
i¢ joked that she had so man

of doliars be didn‘t know how ml);:ng:sn:
for. But she said, “'No, really.” And he told
her that be atways had loved der hair. It
was long and black and cascaded down her
back. For _religious reasons - she wor-
shiped a saimt named QOchun in a Cuban-
African falth caljed Santeria~she aever

Mrs. Zamora told Pedro that althou
she couldn't cut her hair, she memgz

she converted. Someda she
them, she saig, ! y she would lookfot

That atternoon, when Pedro retur:ied
trom school. he found two pleces of folded.,
lined paper in one ol his drawers. laside
were locks of his mother's halr. 1 wasn't
until she died, six weeks later, that it
struck him she must have spent the entire
day looking for them. ) .-

*Her death affected everything,” says

4 studew! raises her hand.

**f sometimes think that if | die, | unll |
be with my grandfather in heaven,” she:
says. Do you cver think (hat if you die,; l
you il po to heaven and be wi:h‘ your ’
momnt And does thal comfort yout”

Pedro answers genily, saying he some-}
times has such thoughls dwt he really’

Pedro’s sister Mllagros. “'She was the one
who kept things Weether. She was the
feader of the family, When she dled, It was
very hard. We separsted, even though we

. doesw’t think aboul death much. .
Afenvard. .though, he says e fell that
toos 4 Lery mice question.

were together, and we each worked out our

problems outr own way." ' Co

“#How did you catch 41DSY a givi near
{he front asks ol ax experimental school
for Jormer and would-be Aigh-schoo! drop:
ouls in dowmlown Micmi.

“1 got it through sexual contact,” Pedro
answers. I am sure of thal, because |
rever had a dlood transfusion, { never used

intravenous drugs, and [ had been sexsally

active.”’
“Where is {he person now!™ another
gl asks.
- I really don't know who { got if from.”
he re . and a low “0000000" ripples
fArough the audience.

“It was during a period of my life when
{ was very promiscuons, whes § had more
than one parfner.”

He pauses. ,

“8fy molher died when I was 13.” The
room becomes quiet.

*fn dealing with Aer death — or not.deal-
ing with it I did lwo (hings. I spent oll my
energies in school: [ ran track, 1 lpok
honors classes, I was active in everything.
And the second (hing 1 did was [ went oud
axd partied. Because the maoin thing was [
didn’t want (o be home, because when [
was Aome ! had {o face my mothker's
death. ‘

1 found that through sex, I could gel
some of the thinps that were missing in my
life—ihe kugs and the kisses, the aftention,
the offection.”

L} - -

Pedro ok horors classes at Hialeah
Junlor High School and was capialn of the
crosscountry squad. He was president of
the Science Club. His class voted him |
“best all-around™ and “‘most intefectual”
boy. The city of Hialeah named him “stu- |

* dent of the month,” and he got a letter |
from the mayor, He didn't drink, smoke or
use drugs. “The girls all thought he was
the bhoftest thing around,” says one
teacher. The faculty raved about him.

"Pedro Zamora i5 one of the finest
young men that | have met durlng my
teaching career.” the Tiead of the school's
English department wrole in a letter nomi-
aating him for an award. . .

Al home, his family joked that Pedro
was the only one wilk “clean hands" -
meaning he'd never done hard labor. They
said that he; unlixe the other men in the
family, would go to college. They predicted
_he'd become a doctor or a lawyer. They
- called him *'the executive.”

Bt there was the other side to Pedro's
{le that most people didn't see. 1t was

‘l‘ ,"" TR '
The Zamoras af Milagros's party. the -
day Pedro uwas diagmnosed; Jesus, Pedro,

Tico, standing,; Milagros, Heclor, sitting. :

downright sulcidal, although Pedro didn't
understand that at the time.

“When § was {n seventh grade. a doctor
came {n to 1alk to our class,” he says. “He
wore 2 three-piece suit and had gray hair
and was talking about AlDS a5 fheir dis
ease, »ot our discase. His attitude was that
we know you will never need this nforina-
tion because you aren‘t sexually active,
but we're giving it (o you anyway. He
didn’t talk about sex practices. He didn’'t
talk about condoms. He dldn’t talk about
testing. .

1 came out of that with the notion that
1 didn’t have to do anything sbout it. AIDS
couldn't happen to me. Nothing | ever
heard later changed that notion. Ardd | am |
very angry about that.” .

o o L]

1 finally got my acl together, after a
year or (wo of promiscuity,” Pedro tells a
high school class. **Then § received a letter .
Jrom the Red Cross, telling me there was g
problem with the blood I'd given in @
school blood drive, and asking me 1o corne
in and see them.” :

He got the news on'Nov. 9. 1989. After
ignoring several letters from the Red

i Cross, he finally went to his doctor o get

tested for the HIV virus. When the nurse
told him he had tested positive, he dida’t

i react. Once he'got back to his car, alone,

he fel) apart. He drove 130 blocks down
Biscayne Bouleyard to 2 menq:s_ apart-
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1 was his sister Mil>~s"s Zith birth-
. He wied to get O ¢ tamily din-
bt she insisted . .nd. He went
 ever let on Yiat any uuNg wWas Wrong.
1ite piciures of that evening. he is smil-

Lie says that wasa't the worst day of his
. The worst day of his life, he says, was
. day he made the trip {rom Mariel.
When at last he told his tamily, 2 couple
weeks later, they were devastated. "It
s like a door closing,” says his father,
ctor, wha now works for 3 yacht builder.
(y first question was, why not me? | am
{ and have lived my life. Here is a young

P gy Sl
i whose e L fust Wginnlag.

L] * .

" How should we behave loward people
0 are HIV-positive?” a high-school
1cher asky. s

“Haw would you berave loward some:
¢ with cancer or diabeles or any olher
rivug disease!?”’ Pedro responds. “Treal
like someching normal. Dor’t treaf it like
big deal.

A lof of us want to tell people. bul we 1
X't want to tell you if you're going o
wt crying and carrying on.

“There are two things { hafe. [ hate it
.v4 people fell me thal everything is go-
7 to be ail right. And [ hate & when
1y $oy they understand what I o geing
-0ugh. Because they really don’t under-
ind. TRey can’l.

“What { need is soraebody to liven lo

.. Somedody to hug me or hold my hand.
mebody to cry wilh me, lo say 'S all
M to cry. it’s all right to be angry.

meboedy to say [ wish { conild do some-

1g dut there is nothing { cam do.

“Because here is nothing you can do (o

mge how { am going to feel. You doa’t

oe a cure, you don'l Agque ar ansiger.

: yug can do is be there for me.”

tn April of last year, Pedro woke up one
,rning with blisters on his lips. Two days
r, he was in a hospital emergency
am. his face covered wilh shingies. He
ught e was going to die. He was in the
spital more than two weeks. His room
s usually filled with family, friends,

wers and cards. but when he jolted -

wn his thoughts at the time, he wtote: “l
{ sa lonely and abandoned.” He recov-

& om . Al an e mmBOe > MR

public.

He missed iwa months of school without| - » o« .

ever telling the school exactly what was!
avong. On r2urning, he 1014 his counselor
that he had AVDS. The man was s¢ stunned
" he darely couid speak. '] had to apologize
= to Eim for the reaction,”. the counselor

says. "'l was shocked, and that wasn't go

ng (o help him at ah.™ '

He went 10 summer school. One day, his
class was discussing homasexuality. He lis-
tened as severa) classmates made dispar-
aging comments aboul gays. One boy
sragged about having beal up a gay man.
Pedro exploded. Quivering with anger. he
said-ihe coinanents aboit gays were based
on viclous stereotypes.

He was gay, he sald. I these guys knew
so rmuch aboul gays, why hadn't they
known that?

In the weeks that followed, he began
giving talks about AIDS in his classes,

without disclosing his condition. Last fall,

after he got his diploma, he decided to go
L] L] ‘ »

“Whal makes you cere aboul people
tike us?” a boy asks near e eqd of one

guestion-and-answer seasion al an inner- .

sity high school. 'Y ou could Rave told no-
20dy. You could have Just forgoitem (he
world. What makes you care?”

11’3 a question Pedro seldom gels, ond
Ae pauses before answering.

“The pain that | feel,” he begins. “The
anger, {he hurt. | don’t wanl anydody else
to go through fhis. .

“Nobody deserves to gel this disease. !
don’'l care who they are or what they did. /

. don’l care if they are a mugger. Nobody

Jeserves to go tArough whol | Rove been
‘hrough. Nobody.

“Fou think il's easy Lo dbe here and be
oersonal and answer all {hese guestions!?
's not. But if you see me, you migt real-
i2e i could happen to you. That is why [
m here.” )

Alt he'd had a lilelong fear of
pubilc 3;aking, Pedro signed on Jast {all
as a speaker with a local A[DS group. He
quickly came to the attention of the Dade

booking him for high-school-appearances.
Soon, he was in heavy demand. Pedro, now
ofien called Peter, looks like a high

shirt and
u brushed back~ but he handles himself with

‘W assyrance. “HW you mo?ﬂ he
begtns In his accented Englic,

“Tihink Peter's presentation has mare
of an Impact than any lecture any of the

AIDS education supervisor for the schoo}
- district, where the AIDS crisis is hitting
even lhe earliest grades as badles born
with the virus reach schoo) age. “He is

another teen-ager.”

He now typically spends several days a
week lalking to classes. The schood district
[ doesn't pay him. but Body Positive Re.

source Center Inc., a Miaml AIDS organi- .
fation. recently secured & grant that pro-
vides him & small salary. He also speaks
to !oca)amlc. chorch and- corporate
groups. A recenl panel appearance at
; Southern Bel} in Miam} got such a strong
response that the tompany plans to have
Pedro back for a special sesston with teen-
age children of employees. ’
i Pedro tablors bis appearances to ladi-
vidual groups. Sometimes he gives what he
calts his **AJDS 10)" lecture, but he often
Just fleids questions. He (ollows the school
district's teaching guidelines, but the
guidelines ave liberal and his presentations
are explicit. A few schools require parenta)
permission for students to attend the ses-
sions; few parenis withheld it.

L S

“} am @ very open persen,” says Pedro,
“so yor “cam a3k me ohalever Hou
want.” :

“Why didw’t you ase a condom?” a

_f::-m af Goldea Glades Elemeniary

*Because | didn’t think I was going to
get A10S. The person dide’t look like they
Rad AIDS axd | didn’t worry about 1.

schooler himsell—dressed in jeans, a knjt
sport shoes, Ms black hair

“teachers can ever give,” says Nadine Gay,

Sormeone the students can relate to. He Is -

thought you could tell if a person had 41DS$
by what they looked h'kc.:q:xg you can’t_ If

s are Avins ot {0 .

‘ﬂ

County public school system. which began °

L4 » -

Pedro telis students that abstenuun

trom sex and drugs’is an answer to AIDS.
*There's 2 myth going around the schools
that everybody is having sex. especially
the boys, and thal's nof true.” he tells cne
class. ) you don’t want lo have sex, you
don't have to.”

However, IU's clear that many students |

want other answers. In a survey last year
of 2,000 Dade County students in grades
nine through 12, 63% sald they had en-
gaged In sexual intercourse. Thus, Pedro’s

" 1aiks often cover everything from needle-

sterilization techniques for drug users to
how to'use a condotn. “'In opening \he
package,” he starts cul, “you don’l use

your teeth becsuse using your teeth could -

break the condom. So you want to open it
with your hand.” .
*| am not there to judge \heir behay-
lor.” Pedro says later. *’I am there to mod-
ify it.” : .
The questions he gets from adult audi-

ences are lame compared with those from
kids. But during recent visits to seven Mi-
‘aml-area schools, Pedro never gave an au-
dience anything it didn't seem ready for.
Teachers uniformly pralsed the sessions.
Students generally were engaged, attentive
and tull of questions.

In bis presentations, Pedro sidesteps .

Qquestions adout his own sexual orientation.
That tacuc refiects the school district’s—
and Pedro's—spproach of stressing that
AIDS threatens everyone, not Just cenain
groups. Most students seem 1o assume he
is hetevosexual. “Do you kiss your girk
friend on the mouth?* a high-school girl
asks~but his answers usually are gender-
neutral: “Yes, I do Riss.” .

“Most people want me to say | am a ho-
mosexual, 2 drug addict. a prostitute, a he-
mophillac—because U they aren't any of
those things, they feel safe.”” he tells one
ctass. “But that isn't true. You.are nol
safe. AIDS is oyt there, If you engage in
Righ-risk behavior. Anybody can get It.”

The number ol reported AIDS cases
among 1een-agers [s relatively low-715, in
the most recent Centers for Disease Con:
trol tabulatiop—ant the figure doesnt re-

NOLLD" SdIT

flect people. such.as Pedro Zamora, who
are lalected with \he virus but daven'i de-
veloped ALDS. The extent of teen-age in-
fection isn't known, since most teens don’t

oot teston for tha im0

o ..,-
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“Thepe's a lot of ignorance.” says J.R.

1 Goutley. director of Teens Teaching AlDS

Prevention. 3 group) based in Xansas City.
Mo., that runs 3 national ALDS hotline for
teens (1-800-23¢-TEEN). “We get asked
things that are almiost unbelievable.” Al
though it has just two lines and operates
only from ¢ p.m. t¢ § p.m. weekdays. the
hotline gets 2,000 to 3.000 calls 2 month
| trom teen-agers. must seeking information
about ALDS, Mr, Gouriey says!

L g i» L 4

“Do you still po out and have funt” 2
grade-schooler asks.
~ *“Sure.” Pedro veplies. “'I go ot and
play dasedall. I go out and dance. [ 9o out
fo the mowes. [ go out o Pirza Huat. [
3: almost everything you guwys would

e B *

Pedro Zamora plans to start college
next yegr. He hopes eventually to be a
counselor on death and dying. Meanwhile,
he is reasonabdly heaithy-aside from the
shingies last year, he hasn't had & major
\liness—and he leacis & normnal life.

His brother Heetor Jr.. or Tico, got out
of Cuba seversl yeirs ago and joined the
farnily in Hialeah, but the others are sul)
on. the isiand :

As for Pedro's future, the tamily is real-
{stic but hopeful. ! don’t Xnow why God
go throvigh this, but { do have
do have hope.” Pedro's father

P
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thal of AIDS related ilinesses. ““Then | said

to mysel!, ‘Oh. don’t worry about it. Maybe -

it's just 2 spot.” " he recalls.

And It was just 3 spor, He had moved
into a new aparument that weekend and
. apparently bruised himself carrying boxes.
. In 2 few days. the Spot went away. It was
nothing.” he says. ““But every time you get
a little mark on your body, every lime
vour stomach gets upset or something eise
happens. the first thi..g tha? comes tomind
is AIDS.”

- - L 2

“Do you ever think that when the time
comes lo—-you know-go or, you'll oet
scared?” a girl near the back of her Aigh-
school classroom asks.

| get very scared.

“It isa't clways abowt death, decaxse
death was never a negative thing to me. To
me, death is just @ charge. WAnt really
scares me is the process. [U's being sck,
bdeing in the hospital, Aaving my fomdy
suffer, not deing adle to take care of my
self. That scares me a iol.” :

. " Do yox Aave any thoughts about killing
yowrselff*” gsks a boy at gnother Xigh
school.

“Ne, not really,” Pedro says. "I never
thought seriously of sxicide. The way / was
brought up. '3 something you just dom't
do. Life is @ gift from God. and only God
can toke i away.

t  “The way { look at it is today ! am

. pretty healthy, today what I Agve to do is
legrn to live with AIDS. If tomorrow death
or sickness or a4 cure comes along, [ will
deal uith thar them.”

D ]

—

“I get scgred row,” Pedro replies. "I
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THE 'WHITE HOUSE
;WASHINGTON :

September 28, 1994

The Honorable Harry Reid
United States Senate
Washington, DC 220510-2803

Dear Senator Reié:

i .
Thank you for sharing with me your
endorsement of Hérbert Perry for the
position of National AIDS Policy ,
Coordinator. I have forwarded your letter
to our Personnel Division.
‘Again, thank youifbr your interest.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco v
- . Assistant to the President for
Domestic Policy . '

CHR:ram
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wmER o Hnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2803

September 26, 1994

Ms. Carol Rasco
~ Assistant to the Presxdent :
for Domestic Policy
White House : '
Second Floor, West Wlng
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
wWashington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Rasco: o ,", :

I am writing to recommend ' Herbert Perry for the position of
National AIDS Policy Coordinator. I believe you will flnd Mr.
Perry to be a highly qualified candidate.

' Mr. Perry has worked on many AIDS-related issues both at the
state and national level. He is a member of the Board of:
Trustees for Aid for AIDS of Nevada (AFAN), holding positions as
First Vice President, Legislative Liaison, and Assistant
Treasurer.  He serves on the Speaker’s Bureau for the Natlonal
‘Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA) and is an advocate on
Capltol Hill for the AIDS Action Council. His commitment to this
cause is further demonstrated in his earnest endeavors as
Development Director, for Reach.Out, a pediatric care center for -
children with AIDS. ‘

‘ Llsted by Corporate Wellness as a speaker on AIDS awareness,

-~ Mr. Perry demonstrates his dedication to educating others about
this life-threatening disease.. He has earned the respect and
‘admiration of MNevada’s AIDS and HIV communities for his
commitment and support. His determination is strengthened by the
unfortunate loss of hlS son to this disease. A

I urge you to give serious conSLderatlon to Mr. Perry as a
candidate for the National AIDS Policy Coordinator. He possesses
‘the leadership qualities, motivational skills, and personal
commitment needed to further our nation’s responsibility to stop
AIDS from claiming any more lives.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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I am hopeful he will be glven the opportunlty to discuss his
quallflcatlons with you during the interview process. 1If you
have any questions or if I can be of any aSSLStance, please do
not hesitate to call.

Sincerel

'Un'ted States Senator

HMR: k jb
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- THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
September 27 1994
RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

i

TO: - o ' E
- . ~ P6/(b)(6)

DATE: ! As soon as possible
RECOMMENDED EY: Dan Bross, Executive Director
- AIDS Action Council
(202)986-1300
BACKGROUND: Pedro:is a 22 year old gay, Cuban-

American in the final stages of HIV
disease. Pedro is a member of AIDS

- Action cCouncil’s board, a nationally
recognized speaker and advocate for
adolescent HIV prevention and care, and
currently seen each week on MTV’s The
Real World has been featured in the
various publications including The Wall
Street Journpal. ~ -

CONTACT PERSCN: carol H. Rasco C&)E/
DATE OF SUBMISSION: September 27, 1994
ACTION: = . . Because of the work that Pedro has done

in the AIDS filed, it was recommended
that a very personal call from the
President would be nice.



S TG,

S THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY

CAROL H. RASCO
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

To:

Draft response for POTUS
and forward to CHR by:

Draft response for CHR by:

Please reply directly to the writer
{copy to CHR) by:

Please advise by:

Let’s discuss:

For your information:

Reply using form code:

File:

Send copy to {original to CHR):

Schedule 7 : - OAccept [ Pending

Designee to attend:

Remarks:
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F AX MEMORANDUM

To: Cose Yoo

From: Dan. %M:—eo
Re:

(;mmcil Date' ?/; g—-—

= —

SEP 22 1994

1875

- Connecticut Ave NW

Suire 700
Wushington DC

20009
Fux 202 986 1345
Tel 202 986 1315}
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09/22/54

council

1875

Conmecticnt Ave NTO
Soefee 700
Bushngron dc
20009

Fax 202 986 1345

- Tl 202 986 1300

16:02 8202 988 13415 : A.AC.

) lltuughL )

Sepiember 22, 1994

~ To: “Carol Rasco

Fi=  Dan Bross Vﬂ/\

Re: Presideuﬁal Phone Call |

I have a very special request -~ a reQueet i dn not. make without great deal of

Pcdro Zamore, a 22 y&u vid gay, Cuban-Amencan is in the nnal stages of I-Tlv
disease. Pedro, a mcmber of AIDS Action Council’s buard, a nadonally recogmzed

ldoo1

speaker and advocate for adolcscent ITIV prevention ad care, and currenty seen-

each week on MTV’s The Real World_ has been featured in the various pubhcauons

mcludmg The Wall Strect Journal. ;
While Pedro’s health deteriorates daily, he continucs to fight. :
Ix there anyway possible for you to assist in arranging a phonc call fiow Uhe
Fresident to Pedro? I understand this is a very difficult request o honor but wam
0 do what litde I can 0 bring some joy and hope to Pedro s final 'days.

T aus attaching addidonal information for yonr nse. Please do not hesitate to give me

a.call if I can answer any additional question or provide further information.

Thank you so much Cavol fur your atiention and suphﬁrt


http:featul'eU.in
http:o.dVOCD.tc

SE?P—22—1994 17:18 FROM  AIDS RCTION . DC 71O A4SE:28’?6‘- P.B2

Pedro Zamora

P6/(b)(6)

Pedro’ Zamora is 22 year old gay, Cuban-American living with AIDS who came to this country
from Cuba with his family during the Mariel boat lift in 1980. Pedro grew up in anrm and was -
infected with HIV as a taenager through. unprotected scxual mtercourse

Since leaming he was HIV infected at age 17 Pedro has becomc a nauonally recognized speaker -
and advocate for adolescent HIV prevention and care. He appeared in a front page article in the -
Wall Street Journal in 1993, was featured in one of CDC’s American Responds to AIDS
campaigns and has been seen in numerous television interviews. Currently, Pedro is secn each
weck on MTV’s The Real World, serving as a tremendous role model for gay teens and people
living with AIDS. ‘ : .

-As a board member of AIDS Action Council, Pedro has testified twice this year before Rep.
Waxman’s House Subcommittee on Health & the Environment on the topics of health care
reform and HIV prevention. Secretary Shalala spoke about Pedro in her first major speech about
AIDS in April, 1993. Pedro also served as a panel member- of the CDC Extemal Review
conducted in the summer of 1993. ‘ :

P6/(b)(6)
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Pedro’s S :of;_q?/ ’

Teen With AIDS Virus

. IC

Tries to Teach Youths

Some Lessons for Life -
At Miami Schools, He Talks|

About Sex, Pain, Death
—And His Own Odyssey

T

Education f;r_Kixﬁerga:ten

By ERIC MORGENTHALER
Staff Re;}orta of THE Wail STREZT Jounxasr

MIAMI-What does a person with
AIDS look Itke?” 19-year-old Pedro Za-
mora asks the class of fifth- and sixth-
graders at Golden Glades Elementary
School. Hands fly up. a

“Skinny.” says a girl near the front
in "They don’t walk good." a bov chimes
. They wet their bed.” says another.

d her classmates gigsle.

Mr. Zamora, who is wim. handsome
and healthy-looking, calms the children
down. “Let me ask ; o
you something,” he DR
says. “Do I Jook like i
I have AIDS? '

“Noodoooo,” the 3
entire class re- |
sponds. \

“Well, you know |
what?"

Startng with this
new school year,
AIDS eclucation de-
gins In kindergarten
in Dade County's
school systemn. and
the district's most

Pedro Zamore

_Potent weapon against the deadly disease

is 2 disirming young man named
“Peter” Zamara. ' 1 4 .Pedro

R never dbeen on a boat before. He.was very ¢

. she uysed red thread rather than blue be-

T0 4362878

torty Wil sChoolchigren reacnes a level of

P.B2

explicitness—as much in their questions as |

his answers~that might shock many
adults. Yet no one here is shocked—
except when they hear that the teen-ager
taiking to them is infected with the HIV vi-

rus, which causes A1DS. . ) ¥

. > »

“[ remember a year ago being in this
very room in tAis very class.” Pedro tells

the students in Room §10 of Hialeah High

School. " 4ad everybody was. saying they

hadn’t been touched by AIDS.
- “And yet that boy in that seal—on
honor student, an athlete. not a trouble-

maker, and pretty popular az school-was

HIV-positive. o
4 lot of us feet AIDS is never going lo
touch our lives. [ felt that way, too.”

- L J L

The . storm blew up soon after the
Sinthia M. left the Cuban port of Mariel
stuffed with about 250 refugees. Il was
May 30, 1980, the sixth week of the Mariel
boaulift. which drought 125.000 Cudans to
Florida shores.

Pedro Zamora. eight years old, had
seasick. T

Pedro and his grandmeother were hud-
died on a crowded bunk inside the boat's

cabin. Pedro was wearing his best clothes: | A

a Superman T-shirt n uncle had drought
from America and biue corton pants Ris
mother had made from one of her skirrs;

cause biue thread. like so much else, was
scarce in Castro's Cuba. especially for
families as poor as the Zamoras.

The other members of Pedro's family -
his parents. Hector and Zoraida: his 15
year-old sister, Milagros: hs 12-year-old
brother, Jesus—~33t cutside oo benches in

the rain. People were jammed so tghtly |

together that the seasick had to vomut in
place. The rain washed it away. )
Surrounding the passengers. separated

only by a rope. was a grotesque chorus of - .

murderers. thieves, rapists, insane people.
_the dreadfully sick. the horribly impaired.
They had been put on board by the Castro

regime, which was using the boatlift to |

empty its prisons and mental hospitais.
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His five oldest siblings had beeii left be-
hind in Cuba. Although the oldest one. a
' married sister. had pever intended o
leave. the other four, all brothers. planned
to go. For five days. they were pirocessed
along with everyone eise. Finally. the day
the boat was loaded. they were toid ey
couldn't leave because they wére at or

nearing draft age. One was the tvrin of Pe- 1

dro's sister Milagrus.

|

The senior Zamoras said they wouldn't

" leave their sons. But the sons insisid the
rest of the family go. to give the younger
children a chance at a befter life. They
said they’d join their family when the Cas-
tro regime fell, which everycne assuned

would be soon.

The trip to Key West took 13 hours. As
Pedro walked oFf the boat, tightly clutch-
ing his mother’s band. a man gave him
an apple. Pedro looked at his mother. and
tears filled their eyes. His brother Pancho,
who they'd left behind. had said the frst
thing he wanted to do i America was eat

an-apple.
L J * »

Moy 1991

- Dear Peter,

Hi! How are you feeling? | Aope good.

Well I'm all right. I'm the qirl (o2 @ middle
school in an upper-middle<lass neighbor~
hood near Miarni/ that asked you how yor

. reacted when you found owt that you had |.
AIDS. Well when ! saw yoit walk in the |

door [ couldn’t believe that you had AIDS.

It's just that you're so good looking end

" - o — ] 7 . i ——

! . ,‘,_,._,__.,;___.-.’-———
nice. Well I'm just uriting to ask you lo

please write me and tell me how you're do-
ing when you have the chance, at least
tunce e week if you can ok?

Well [ gotta go. Good luck and please '

wrile me soon. ,
Milly o
i : ‘ ‘
' P.S.yl! you want to call me. please don’t
call past [0:00 p.m.

- - »

a0 Pt R B S

. DC

L

R | 4562878

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL WELNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4,

School was in Enﬁlisn. and the Marief .

refugees were spread around. to force
them to adape. Pedro. Who arrived speak-

. Ing only Spanish. found it easy to commu-
- picate. In diffieult situarfons, he wouid rely

on the only other Spanish-speaker in his

" class, a Pyerto Rican girl who was fluent

in Engtich

The first time Pedro recited the alpba-
bet in English. all the kids in his clase ap-
planded. :

Pedro’s father quickly got 3 job mowing
lawns, and iater he began working in con-
structon. Pedro’s mother found work in a
T-shirt factory. The family had a two-bed-
room apartment: the parents in one bed-
room. Milagros and her grandmother in

" the second. and Pedro and Jesus on the

sofa bed in the living room.

»

After two or three months, the Zamoras. .

in the U.S and the Zamoras in Cuba O-
nally got a phone call through. The call
{medgonly four minutes, but it didn’t mat-
er. Everyone was crying so hard the
couldn't talk. . » Y

Milagros remembers her birthday that

‘year. She wanted it to be happy, but It also

was the birthday of der twin. Pancho. and
ke was in Cuba. Her mother cried the

- whole day. : -

‘For Pedro. however, the sadness was

always fleeting. He was eight years oid. He

was having a great tme in this new.land.

. He was thrilled to discover 3

pooi at the apartment complex his family.
moved to in Hialeah, west of Miarni. Pedro
had never seen 2 swimming pool before.

‘r-'.z's

1991 Al

i
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- back. For _religi

As the years went on, the hollowness of
the family’s assumption that Castro s00n .
would fall-and the family be reunited—
gnawed at everyone. Pedro's mother would
have pangs of loneliness while in the
kitchen. She was used to cooking for big
family gatherings, and the prooess itself
reminded her that five of her eight chil-
dren weren't here. )

. "{ ﬁl\gyys remember my mother saying
Soe didn'i wani ail these materiai things,
she just wanted everybody to be together
aga.in says Pedro's brother Jesus. “We
didn’t have food in Cuba, we didn't have |
money, and we like It much better hore.
But we were happier over there because
we-were all together.”

Mrs. Zamora and Pedro were especially

close. He was the baby of the tamil , and
she. treated kim as her special chlli:i. He

and_his mother would watch movies on . .

television together. They would play card
Gance to old Quban, nows ey ey, ould
ance to o i ‘
tor hours music. They would talk
When Pedro was 1), a mole on K

maother's face began to change shape. Bi;sr .
theﬁmgshewemloadocwr.in.lune
1983, cancer had spread, She continued to
work {or more than a year, but ter condi-
ton worsened. One morning, in the
of 1985, Pedro’s mother asked bm, "t 1
were {o die and could leave yoi anything
youaemled. what wonld it be?>

joked that she had so maw
oldoumhedgdn't know how ymu{":sn:
for. But she said, “'No, really.” And he told .
ter that he always had loved ber hair. It
was long and black and cascaded down her
SIS reasons-she wor-

Mrs, Zan;dra to}d Pedro that alth ’
she couldn't cut hey hair, she mewm'
had a few locks that had been cut before

- struck him she must have spent the entire

That afternoon, when Pedro veturied '

from school, he found two pieces of folded.
lined paper in ene ol his drawers. laside
were locks of his mother's hair. It wasn’t
until she died, six weeks later, that it

day looking for them. S
“Her death affected everything,” sa

who kept things together. She was the
feader of the family. When she died, it was

Bl | i s s B m, 2

Vér‘y aﬁ“l- e Mlﬂl‘“’-‘!‘l’, €¥€a'uw‘,.~‘5‘-‘£“

were together, and we each worked out ou
problems our own way."” :

- * L 4

- “How did you catch AIDS?" a girl near
the frost asks al on experimental school
Jor formaer and world-be Aigh-school drop-
ouls in dowmiciwon Miami,

. I got it through sexnal conlact,” Pedro
answers. "1 am sure of thal, because 1
never had a blood fransfusion, { never used

intravenous drugs, and I hod been sexually |

active.”
. “Where is (he persom nowi™ arnather
-girl asks. . o
"I really don’t know who I gol i from,”
he respornds, and a low “0000000™ ripples
through the audience, = -
It was during a period of my life when
1 was very promascuous, when [ had more
than one partner.”
He pauses. ‘ L
“My mother died when I was 13.” The
room becomes quiel, ‘

*tn dealing with Aer death—or not.deal- :

" ing with i2—1 did fwo things. I spent afl my
energies in school: I ran track, I leok
honors classes, I was active in everything,
And the second thing ! did was § wenl oul
and partied. Because the maix thing was /
didwu’t want fo be home, because when [
was home'l had (o face my mother's
death. : .

I found that through sex, I could get
some of the tRings that were missing in my
life~the hugs and the kisses, the aftention,
the affection.” A

-nating him for an award, .

Pedro’s Story: Teen Teaches Lessons tor Latey

A studen? raises her hand.

- I sometimes think that if I die, I wilh |

be with my grandfather in heaves,” she:
says. “Do you ever think that if you die,;

you will o to heaven and be with your‘ 3

mom} And does that comfort you?”

Pedro answers gently, saying he some-!

. times hos such thoughts but he really

"Pedro’s sister Milagros. “"She was the one Jrm—oo

doesw't think aboul death much,

Afterward, though, he says Re. felf that

. pmAR A &

. o . .
oS o oy mice gusstisn, .

& ] *

Pedro took honors classes at Hialeah
Junior High School and was captaln of the

cross-country squad. He was president of |

the Sclence Club, His class voted kim

“'best all-around” and '‘most intellectual” |
boy. The city of Hialeah named him “sty- |
* dent of the month.,” and he got a letter |

from the mayor. Re didn’t drink, smaoke or -
use drugs. “The girls all thought he was
the bottest thing around,” says one
teacher, The taculty raved about him.
“Pedro Zamora i5 one of the finest
young men that 1 have met during my
teaching career,” the head of the school's
English department wrote in a letter nomi-

Al home, his family joked that Pedro
was the only one with “clean hands™ -~
meaning he'd never done hard labor. They
said that he, unlike the other men in the

family, would go to callege. They predicted .

he‘d become 2 doctor or a lawyer. They
called him *the executive.”
But there was the other side to Pedro's

. tle that most people didn't see. Ht was

3

=

The Zamoras af Milagros's party.the .
doy Pedro was diagmosed; Jesus, Pedro,
Tico, standing; Milagros, Heclor, sifting.

downright sulcidal, although Pedro didn't
understand that at the time,

“When [ was (n seventh grade, a doctor
came in to talk to our class.” he says. “He

.wore a three-piece suit and had gray hair

and was talking about AIDS as (heir dis-

‘gase, not out disease. His attitude was that

we know you will never need this informa-
tion because you aren't sexually aclive,
but we're glving it to you anyway. He
didn’t talk about sex practices. He didn't

Aalk about condoms. He dldn’t talk about
testing. ‘

*1 came out of that with the notion that
[ didn’t have to do anything sbout it, AIDS
couldn't happen to me. Nothing [ ever
heard later changed that notion, And § am
very angry about that.”.

- - L)

¥ finally gol my acl together, afler o
year or two of promiscuity,” Pedro ells a
Aigh school class. “Then I received a letter .
Jrom the Red Cross, telling me there wasa
problem with the blood I'd given in o
school blood drive, and asking me (o come
in ond see them.” i

] » [ ]

He gol the news on Nov. 3. 1989. After
ignoring several letters from the Red

j Oross, he finally went to his doctor 10 get

tested for the HIV virus. When the nurse

'] 101d him he had tested pasitive, he didn't
: react. Once he' got back to his car, alone,

he {el) apart. He drove 130 blocks down
Biscayne Boulevard to a friend’s apart

- ment, crying the entire way. He could

e o ey it e




it was his sister Milagros's 25th binth:
day. He trted to get.out of the lamily din-
ner, but she insisted he attend. He went
and never fet on that anything was wrong.
in the pictures of that evening, he is smil-
ing. ‘ .
gﬂe says that wasn’t the worst day of his
fife. The worst day of his iife, he says, was
the day he made the trip from Mariel.

When at last he told his family, a couple
of weeks later, they were devastated. "It
was like a doar clesing,” says his (ather,
Hector, who now works for a yacht builder.
*My [irst question was, why not me? § am
ald and have lived my life. Here is a young
man whose life is just beginning:”

] L »

"How should we dehave toward people
who are HIV-positive?’ a Righ-school
{eacher asks. :
" “How would you dehave toword some-
“one with cancer or diabeles or any other
serious disease?™ Pedro responds. "“Treat
it like something normal, Don’t treat it like.
a big deal,

“A lo¢ of us want to tell people, but we
don’t want to tell you if you're geing o |
start crying and carrying on.

“There are two things I Rate. [ hate it
when people tell me that everything is go-
ing (o be all right. And 1 hate it when
they say they understond what I arn going
through. Because they really don’t under-
sand. They con't,

"What I need is somedody to listen to -

me. Semebody 1o hug me or hold my Aand.

Somebody to cry with me, to say i’s ail’
- nighl to cvy, it’s all right to be angry.

Somedody to say ! wish | could do some-
. thing dut there is nothing I con do.

“Because there is nothing you can do lo
change how { am going fo feel. You don't
have a cure, you don't Aave am answer.
Al you can do is be there for me.”

» L] L]

in April of last year, Pedro woke up one
mornitg with blisters on his lps. Two days
“later, he was in a hospilal emergency
room, his face covered wilh shingles. He
thought be was guing t die. He was in the
hospital more than two weeks. His room
was usually filed with tamily, friends,
fowers and cards, but when he jolted
down his thoughts at the time, he wrote: 1
feel so lonely and abandoned.” He recov-
ered al home for another month or six

weeks. He doesn’'t have health insurance. -

He missed two months of schoo) without e v
ever telling the schoo} exactly what was'
wrong. On teturning, he told his counselor
that he had AIDS. The man was s stunned

" he darely couid speak. *' had to apologize
: 0 Fim for the reaction,” the counselor

says. "' was shocked, and that wasn't go-
ing to help him al all.*

He went lo summer school. One day, his
class was discussing hormosexuality. He lis-
lened as severa) classmales made dispar-
aging comments about gays. One boy
bragged about having beat up a gay man.
Pedro exploded. Quivering with-anger, ke

:a‘od'me'ctﬁ’i'u'ﬁiﬁfs'"um""“‘i“ﬁ‘yfi“iv‘é‘re based

on viclous ste X

. He was gay, he said. If these guys knew
so much about gays, why hadn't they
known that? C )

In the weeks that followed, he began
giving talks about ALDS in his classes,

without disclosing his condition. Last fall,

after he got his diploma, he decided to go
public. : o

. » »

“What makes you cgre about people
fike us?™ a boy asks near the ¢nd of one
question-and-answer session af an inner-
city Righ school. “'Y.ou conld have told no
Jody. You could have just forgolten the
world, What makes you care?”

Ir's a question Pedro seldom gels, and

he pauses defore answering.

“The pain that | feel," he begins. "The
anger, the hurt. | don't want anydody else
‘o go through this.

“Nobody deserves to get this disease. /
don’t care who they are or what they did. |
don‘t care if they are a mugger. Nobody
Teserves (o go tArough whal | have been
‘hrough. Nobody:

“You think it’s easy to dbe here and de

versonal and answer all these questions?

‘I's not. Bt if you see me, you might real-
ize z:t could happen to you. That is why I
m Rere,” , :

Although de'd had a lifelong fear of ]
pubiic speaking, Pedro signed on last tall |
as a speaker with a local AIDS group. He
quickly came to the attention of the Dade -
Couxgty public school system, which began ¢
booking him for high-schoo)- appearances.
Soon, ke was n heavy demand. Pedro, now
ofien called Peter, looks like a high-
schooler himse)—dressed in jeans, a knit
shirt and sport shoes, his black hair -
brushed back - but he handles himself with
easy assurance. "How you guys doin'?" he
begins in his accented English,

- *
1 think Peter's nracontation. has more

olmunpaﬂthananytecmmany the
teachers can ever give,” says Nadine Gay,
AIDS education supervisor for the schoo)
- where the AIDS erisis is hitting
evenvnearlimgradesasbamsbom
with the virus reach school age. "He is
Someone the students can relate to. He |s -

another teen-zger,” o

q

He now typically spends several da a
-week gam::g to classes. The schoo) dl_stl;lsct
| doesn't pay him, but Body Positive Re-
Saurce Center Inc., 2 Miami AlDS organ}-
2ation, recently secured a grant that pro-
vides him a smal! salary. He also speaks
to mw&clm. cliwrch and- corporate
groups, recenl panel appesrance at

+ Southern Bell in Miami got such a strong
response that the company plans to have |
Pedro back for a special session with teen- !

i

- age children of employees,

Pedro tallors his appearances to Indi-
vidual groups. Sometimes he.gives what he
calls his “AIDS 101" lecture, but he often
Just fields questions. He (ollows the school
dmnc;'s teaching guldellnes, but the
guidelines are lidera) and his preseniations
are explicit. A few schools require parental.
permission for students to attend the ses-
sions; lew parents withhold it.

- » -

.. "1 am a very open person,” says Pedso,
‘30 you cam ask me wholever you
wanf.™

“Why dide’t_you use a condom?™ g

zﬂu‘:-gmder af Golden Glades Elementary

B T

Pedro tells students that abslention l

from sex and drugs Is an answer to AIDS.
*There's a myth going around the schoole
that everybody IS having sex, especially
the boys. and that’s not true.” he tells one
class. "I you don't want 10 have sex, you
don't have to.” :

However, it's clear that many students |

want other answers. In a survey last year
of 2,009 Dade County students in grades
nine through 12, 61% sald they had en-
gaged In sexual intercourse, Thus, Pedro's
talks often cover everything from needle-

- sieriiization ecimiques for drug users io

how to-use a condorv. “In opening the
pachage,” be staris out, “you don't use

your teeth because using your teeth could -

break the condom
with your hand.”

"l am not there to judge their bebay-
for,” Pedro says later. *’1 am there to mod-
ity it.”

The questions he gets from adult audi-
ences are tame compared with those from
kids. But during recent visits to seven Mi-
ami-area schools, Pedro never gave an au-
dience anything it didn*t seem ready lor.
Teachers uniformly prajsed the sessions.
Students generally were engaged, atleative
and full of questions.

In his presentations, Pedro sidesteps
questions about his own sexual ortentation.
That tactic reflects the schoo) district’s—
and Pedro’s—approach of stressing that
AIDS threatens everyone, not Just certain

. 50 you want to open it

| groups. Most students seem o assume he

is heterosexual. “Do you kiss your gir)
friend on (he mouth?"’ a high-school girt
asks—but his answers usually are gender-
neutral: “'Yes, 1 do Riss."

“Most people want me to say } am a bo-
mosexual, a drug addict, a prostitute, a he-
mophiliac—~because i they aren’t any of
hose things, they fee) safe,” he tells one
class. “But that isn't true. You.are not
safe. ALDS Is out there, If you engage in
bigh-risk behavior. Anybody can get it.”

The number of reported AIDS cases ||

among leen-agers Is retatively low <715, in
the most recent Centers for Disease Con-
trol tabulation—-but the figure doesn't re-

NDILOY said

" Because 1 didn't think 1 was going to
gel AIDS. The person didn’t look jike they

had AIDS and | didn't about i, J

thought you could tell if o person hed A1DS
by what they looked tike. Buy you can’t. If

you are doing that, if you're having sex,

1 you should use a condom ™

1 flect people. such.as Pedro Zamora, who

are Infected with the virus bt haven't de-
veloped A%DS. The extent of teen-age in-
fection isn’t known, since most teens don’t
get tested for the virus and symptoms can

take years to appear. However, educators
WOrTY that many wanne emasde - - van
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“there's a lot of ignorance.” says J.R.
Gourley. director of Teeris Teaching AIDS

‘| Prevention. a group based in Xansas City.

Mo.. that runs a pational AIDS houline for
teens (1-800-234-TEEN). “We get asked
things that are almost unbelievabdle.” Al-

only from 4 p.m. to 8 p.n. weekdays, the

hotline gets 2.000 to 3,000 calls 3 month
| trom teen-agers. most secking information
about AIDS, Mr. Gourley says!

L 4 - L 4

“Do you Still go out dnd have M?" a |

grade-schooler asks.

“Sure.” Pedro replies. “I go oul and -

play basedall. I go out ard dance. [ go out
1o the movies. [ go out to Pizzg Hw. I

" do almost everything you guys would

do.”
- . &

Pedro Zamora plans to start college

next year. He hopes eventually to de a

counselor on death and dying. Meanwhile,
he is reasonably healthy-aside from the
shingles last year, he hasn't had 2 major
liiness-and he leads a normal life.

His brother Hector Jr.. or Tico, gut ont
of Cuba several years ago and jolned the
family in Hialeah, but the others are sti)
on the island. »

As for Pedro’s future, the family is real-
istic but hopeful. "1 don't kKnow Why God
chose us to go through tlis, but I do have
faith and I do have hope.” Pedro’s father
‘says. "'l know there are many people in
this world who are fighting for a solu

- don.” ‘ :

Pedro has a buoyant personality and an
~easy charm. and people 2re drawn to him.
He says he never has btieen rejected be-

cause of his illness. Yet the specter of |

AIDS haunts everything. Recently, he no-
ticed a small purplish spot on his shoulder.
His Grst reaction was terior: He thought it
was Kaposi's Sarcoma. ope of the most Je-
thal of ALDS-reiated ilinesses. “Then ] said
10 myself, "Oh. don’t worry about . Maybe
ft's just 3 spot.’ " he recalls.
And it was just a spol. He had moved
_into a new aparunent that weekend and

apparenUy bruised himself carrying doxes.
In 2 few days. the spot went away. “liwas |-
nothing.” he says. “But e'very time you get |

a litte mark on your tody. every time
your stomach gets upset or something else

happens. the first thii.g tha! comes o miud’

- is AIDS.”

though it has just two Jines and operates '

. DC T0

@« - L 4

m;;Do f“ ever think thel when the time
comes lo—you know-go on, ‘u
scared?” a girl near the buck o/"’::r lu’g:f
school classroorn asks. C

*I get scored now,” Pedro replies. "I
get very scared. :

“It isn't always aboxt death, decause

me, -death is just o change. What reully
scares me is the process. It's deing Sick,
being in the hospital, having my famiy
suffer, nol deing adle to take care of my-
self. That scares me a lol.” -

*Do you have any thoughts about killing
yourself?” asks ¢ boy & another high
school.

“No, not really,” Pedro says. *'I never
thought seriously of suicide. The way I was
bmug_m up, i's sormething you just don’t
do. Life is a.gift from God. and only God
can take it awoy.

1 "The way I look at it is today I am

" pretly heglgky: today what ! have to do is
tearn to live with AIDS. If tomorrow death

., or sickness or @ cure comes aloag, I will
© deal with that then.”

———————

death was never a regative thingtome. T'o.
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Washington, D.C. 20201

MENORANDUX

To: Various Staff

From: Richard Sorian «.S

Subject: Draft Remarks for Patsy Fleming

Date: 8/24/94

Attached are draft remarks for ?atsy Fleming to deliver
Friday morning to the CDC STD/HIV Grantee Meeting.

Please review thenm and return. any comments or . changes to
me by 12 noon Thursday. I am in Room 632.E and can be
reached at 401-5920. >

Thank you. d(
o \ \0\
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Remarks
Patricia S. Fleming
National AIDS Policy Ccordinator (Interim)
at
1994 Division of STD/HIV Prevention

Grantee Meeting

August 26, 1994

It's a real pleasure to join you this,mQQping.

P.8a3

Thanks Bob for that generous introduétign. And my thanks to

Judy Wasserheit for the invitation to speak to you today.

Since my interim appointment as AIDS Policy Coordinator was

announced, I've had a busy mcnth.

I've met with the President to discuss AIDS policy

priorities.

I've been to Japan and back for the Ténﬁh International

canference on AIDS.
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And I've begun an ongoing series of meetings, with the men
and women who are in the trenches of our battle against HIV just

‘as you are.

Ali of these have been very helpful meetiﬁgs. At times, as
in Yokohama, they have been quite sobering, as we discuss and
hear abouﬁ the seemingly unyielding nature of the HIV epidemic.
Buﬁ there has been cause, too, for optimism as we aggressively

plan for the future.

My discussions with the President made one thing very clear.
He is a man who understands the depth and complexity of this

disease and the urgency with which we must address it.

The President and I discussed our desire for further
investments in the federal response to AIDS inj the areas of

‘research, treatment, and prevention.

We alse talked about the absolute necessity of passing
comprehensive health care reform legislation this year.
Universal health care will gquarantee that all Americans —
especially those with lifthhreatening discases 1iké HIV -- have -

private health insurance that they desperately need.
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The debate raging here in Washington over health care reform
is critical to our collective battle against HIV and other

sexually transmitted diseases.

There is no question that people with AIDS need insurance to
' guarantee their access to life-éustaining treatment and drug
' therapies. Yet 27 percént of people witﬁ.glns in this countfy
have no health insurance. That leaves them at tﬁe mercy of a
health care system that has become increasingl? fixated on an

economic bottom line.

But health care reform isn't just about saving the lives of .

those who are infected with HIV. 1It's about preventing infection

in the first place.

Each of you here today is part of the global battle against
HIV. You are, in fact, on the front lines of the fight to

extinguish HXV from our international lexicon.

- There is a new level of enthusiasm in this Administration to
win the fight against HIV. Certainly that enthusiasm is tempered

by the realify that we face a very formidable foe.

But with a continued infusion of leédership, resources, and

innovation I believe wevwill make real progress.
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The focus of this meeting -- STD and HIV prevention —- is
- vital to our collective efforts to protect the%heaith of the

American public.

Let’s be clear: HIV is overwhelmingly a sexually
transmitted disease. It is, perhaps, the most devastating §TD wa
will ever encounter. And it is linked to a host of other STDs

that we have been dealing with for a long tire.

Today, *the United States has the highest rate of STD
transmission in the industrialized world. 2An estimated 12

million new cases are reported each year.

These statistics have very serious implications for the

health of our nation.

I'd like to focus this morning on the impact of the HIV
epidenmic on women in this country and to discuss the

interrelationsnip between HIV and other STDs.

I believe that women are the third. wave of the HIV epidenic
in this country.
!
As the first two have affected and continued to affect gay
men and injecting drug users, the third wave is wreaking havoc

with a growing number of American women.
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To illustrate that point, let me share with you the stories:

of two women.

The first woman is African-American, in her early 30s.
She's had three sexual partners in her lifetime and believes she

has been careful in her behavior.

But she's been suffering from some abdominal pain. Herx
doctor diagnoses cervical dysplasia and recommends a

hysterectomy.

On the day of her surgery, she's wheeled into the operating
room, already groggy from anesthesia, her mother at her side.
Her surgeon walks in and says, "I'm sorry, you have tested HIV

positive and your surgery has been canceled,”

Just like that. That was the extent of her testing and her

counseling.

The second woman is caucasian. She too is in her early 30s
and she lives in Savannah, Georgia. She has a PhD and she's a

vice president for marketing at a Fortune 500 company.

When she went to get her annual physical, her doctor asked R

if she wanted an HIV test. The woman' hag only had sex with her

e

husband, whom she believed to be faithful. She told the doctor
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to go ahead and do the test and was shocked to learn she too was

infected.
Two women. Two stories. The same bottom line.

A life suddenly thrown off course. A life likely to end

prematurely. A life now filled with fear of the future.

Like ewvery other STD, HIV knows no bounaaﬁ@es whether they:
are race, ¢ender, or sexual orientation. It affects everyone

without discrimination.
These women are not alone.

HIV affects single women, women with children, and married
women. It affects young women, middle-aged women, and older

wopen, too.

HIV disecase has become the sixth leading cause of death
among American women between the ages of 25 and 44. And it is
tho caecond leading cause of death among Africﬁp-american women in-

that age group.

In 1993, nearly half of the women between the ages of 13 and

24 who were infected with HIV were infected through sex.
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and the l1link betweeﬁ traditional STDs and‘ﬁgv is becoming
clearer. We know that behaviors that facilitéte¥STD transmission i"
are the same as thoce for HIV infection. And people with STDs -—
ulcerative and nonulccrative alike -- are three to five times ’

more likely to acquire HIV.

'~ We Xnow, tuvu, that women with STDs are more likely to be

asymptomatic than are nmen.

Those facts create grave consequences. Left undiagnosed,
women with STDs are vulnerable to pelvic inflammatory disease,

cervical canccr, ectopic pregnancy, and infertility.

aAnd if these women become pregnant, they'rﬁn a much highaf
risk of aspontaneous abortion, stillbirﬁh,Aprematurity, or low
hirﬁhweight babies. And, dy passing their STD to their children,
women increase the risk that their children will suffer chronic
respiratory dicease, blindness, meningitis, or mental

retardaticn.

It is, therefore, imperative that we take an aggressive

approach Lo contrelling STDg, including HIV, in women.

Yet today, too many women must rely on.their male partner to
protect them from STDs. Many women lack the jpower in a

relationship to successfully negotiate a reduction in risky
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behavior. Whén you add on top of that the risk of physical abuse
it is no wonder that the KEIV infection rate among women is

rising.

Today, the latex male condom remains the single most
effective protection against STDs, including HIV, short of

abstinence or mutual monogamy with an uninfected partner.

That's why one of our priorities is to empower women to

protect themselves.

We do tliat by making a greater investment in research into

female-controlled methods of STD prevention.

And we do that by focusing our eduéa;ipn and prevention

programs in that direction.

In the last year, we have doubled oﬁr.gpending for research
into vaginal microbicides. Three institutes at NIH are working.
with CDC to develop an effective agent that is colorless,

odorless, and safe and protects women from HIV and other viruses..

And the FDA has approved the female condom for use in this
country. These are important steps -- reason for celebration -- -

but they are not ehough.
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The public health community must continue its work to
develop effective strategies for women to use with their male
partners in talking‘about and practicing safer sex. Women must

be able to influence the terms of sexual intercourse.

The Clinton Administration has begun this effort with an ,"‘
aggressive cawmpaign of HIV pravention. ghe'ﬁIV Prevention
-Marketing Initiative features a frank and hpﬁgst message to yoﬁng

adults that HIV infection can be prevented.
It advocates a double-barreled message of sexual abstinence

and the correct and consistent use of latex condoms.

All of us involved in this effort realize that an abstinencé‘
message is essential to any public health prevention campaign, be

it for HIV, STDs, or teenage pregnancy.

But at the same time we realize that many, if not most,’
teenagers and young adults are already seggglly‘active and do not
intend to stop having sex. So a-campaign'gdypqating condom use

A

is also essential.

We have also begun a community planning process to transform
CDC's HIV prevention programs from a top;down approach to a more .

inclusive bottom-up approach. Many of you are involved in that
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effort and we have heard very encouraging reports about its
i

‘progress. , : ~f« §~

P
2

Just as we are rethinking our preventionvaypréach to H1V, we

must rethink our approach to other STDs.

‘It is no longer enough to simply diagnose and treat an STD,
we must prevent its transmission. In fact, it was never enough.
Treating the symptoms of a social problem does noﬁning if we

don't also treat the cauces.

Togethel, we must achieve a new direqﬁign in STD prevention

without disrupting the impertant work that éagh;cf you perform.'

Achieving these important goals will require an

unprecedented degree of teamwork.

For more than a’decade, too many of us have pointed fingers

at one anotlier.
Now it's time to point our fingers toward the future.
P

Togethar we will get this job done. '

Thank you.



