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R Accomglishmelts'

'RE THE DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL AND DISABILITY POLICY -

FROM: Stanley S. Herr

DATE* October 31, 1994

VAt our DPC staff meetlng, there was a- request for a brlef V'7§,*

overv1ew on the Cllnton Admlnlstratlon and dlsablllty 1ssues.

t

Themes:

. Our watchwords as an Administration reflect our approaCh to

disability as one of commitment to inclusion not exclusion,
1ndependence not dependence _and empowerment not paternallsm.

A maJor subtheme has focused on full implementatlon of the
Americans with Dlsablllty Act (ADA) as a means of increasing the‘

'product1v1ty,,1nclus1on 1ndependence and empowerment of the 49

million Amerjcans w1th dlsabllltles ‘and of thelr families and
frlends . .

e The ADA is now belng vigorously- enforced by the Department of
Justice through.a sound: mlx of publlc educatlon negotlatlon and

lltlgation strategles.'

i The Administration has glven con51stently hlgh v1sxb111ty to

“the ADA and to the concerns of the dlsabllity community through

both public events (such as the 4th Annlversary of ‘the ADA that

- drew 3300 invited guests to the South Lawn -- one of the largest
~invited gatherings. ever. held in the White House) and the behlnd- :
the-scenes work of the full DPC and its . staff - ‘

f.. Enactment of the Famlly and Medical Leave Act. so that famllles

can care for their loved ones wlthout fear of losing thelr joebs..

Enactment of. the Nat10nal and Communlty Servrce Act and its -

*’1mplementatlon in a way that permits persons with disabilities to

be-both the givers and recipients of volunteer public 'service*
(e.g., the Arc is one of the first grantees of the Amerlcorp

Aprogram)

v

. Carol H. Rasco chairs a- regular meeting of the Administration's

app01ntees with disabilities. This distinguished ‘group ‘of leaders .-

include the ‘holders of cablnet ‘subcablnet and other important ;.
posts. This group has dealt with such issues .as the ADA, the IDEA -
reauthorlzatlon advocacy resources for the . disabllity communltyh

~and more.

. A further llstlng of Admlnlstratlon accompllshments to date is

avallable through the Office of Public Llalson.

ot
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‘i'the Natlonal Disablllty POllCY Rev1ew

. goinq Pro1ects.

$ the Federal Dlsabllity Accommodatlons wOrklng Group

"+ the School to Work Tran51t10ns for People w1th Dlsabllltles
. the App01ntees w1th Dlsabllltles perlodic meetlngs
.eo'the IDEA Reauthorlzation

-o"Other reauthorizatlons and major initiatlves that significantly

affect person, with dlsabllltles

4 high -level of outreach policy response and publlc Speaklng to

dlsability groups and leaders by Carol and myself
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' 'Amerncans mth stabnlmes

3 For to0 lon.g A;mencane have been wcrkmg Ionger hours for icss muney and
_ ,paymg more for health care, housing and education. . The Clinton Admxmstranon
s Workmg to- get the country back on the right track -- the Clinton' economxc
- strategy is wokag,, the ccenomy 1s creatmg more Jobs and wages are .
o /merovzng S ’

;o

., control of their lives and make a dxfference for all Amencans This 1m1udes

' Presxdent Clmton and hxs Adnnmstratxon fémuin cammitted to mclusxon, not o
;exclus:,ons mdcpendcncc, not dependence and empowerment not patcmahm S

Y The Cﬁmton Admmxstratlon has dcmonsuated 1ts commitment to full )
_implementation of the Americans \mth i ﬂabxh‘ties Act in schools, workplaccs

historic meetings, such as the largest coimEEHNG....c. ON the ‘White House South.
. "Lawn in celebration of the fourth anniversury of the Americans with Disabilities-
" .Act and the first mcetmg Wllh the Secretary of Transportanon and dlsabihty

: ‘leadcrs. Lo e E aon

.
P

1

L and pu'bhc plaues aoross America. . .. . N

.?

The Department ot Justice has: - e S

"+ - - Launched an ADA public service campalgn to educate Amencans about
- the ADA, muludmg public. service announcements on.- telcmsxon and radio * ©
o . Bstabin‘hed a toH—free ADA Informatxon lme fhat has more than doubled o

- its staff;

'. 'f . Provided 15 000 hbrancs across the country wlth a newly-developmg L
.. "ADA Information File," that includes over 40 documents about the ADA. -
w + e .. Pursued hundreds of state and local governments. accgsed of vmiatmg the

< 'rights of thousands of Americans with disabilities

e Opened over | ,000 ‘investigations intv hoteis restaurants, theatersg storcs ,
- and other puhho accommodmons, resu ttng m nearly ‘700 agreemcnts to -

- achicve greater access

.+ . Obtained cumpensatary dﬁmages a.nd cml penaltxcs fcr the ﬁrsﬁ time -

~

. _under ‘Eh(a ADA

' 4ogBABs- . . B7028iw o

‘ | . Amencans wrth d1sabzhtxes, in partxcular, have worked closeiy thh the Presxdent "
. and his admnmstranon as pastners to empower ‘the Ametican pecple to take -

P
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o Pw&dcnt C mmn protected Workmg Amemcans and thelr famihcs whcn he
v e ' Signed the Family and Medical Leave Act on Februsry §, 1993, s0
: ' American famzhes are no Ionger forced to c‘hnoee between their job and 8
U “lovedome. - . " BT
. - - Signeda comprehenswe Child ﬂmmumzamlon Plen that ‘wﬂi unmumm an CL
o j'faddmomd 6 zmiiwn Amencan chﬁdrcn . » : :

e ‘Thc Depamnent of chlth and ‘Hurnan Semces suppom numerous semcc
.. und research programs aimed at ‘enhancing the mdependencc and yuality
- of life of people with dlsablhtzcs and their families. Service programs -
. include income supports and Medu,aud ﬁnanced home and commumty
bascd sérvices. - e

| Smdenrs wzﬂz a?zsabrhne.s have higher dropou? rares, Iower emp!oymenf mtesﬁ Lo e
B .Zower enrollment in posfsecondary education, and they Zypzcalbz earn less -
. income when they ewter the.labor market.. The Clinton Administration khows -

. .. that when students with disabilities have access 1o appropriate-curriculum and.
supports and whien teichers have the appropriate trammg, children with .
. -disabilities ave more Izkely fo ﬁz{ﬁll thezr pofentzal in schooi n the worlcpiaw
\ ‘and in f‘hezr commzmztzes Cr , .

. ..
, ..The Chnton Admlmstlatlon has started a revoluuon in learn.mg for all .
. Americans, inchiding Amencans thh dlsablhtles In lcss than 2: years in ofﬁce

President Clmmn : ;

Tel Signed the National Semce A&t September 21, 1993 50 smdents can -

- contributs to their conunumnes t‘hrough pubhc service in excho.ngc for T
- + college tition assistance.- - S
o - Signed the Goals 2000: Educate Amema Acit, sct‘tmg world-clasq
o educanon standards and Jproviding voluntary assistance to states and -
. - communities to implement educan on refonn for all chﬂdren mcludmg
: children with disabilities. . e L
L. " Increased Head Start funding by SSSO mlllxon allowmg 100 000 more

. pre-schoolers to participate. - E

~» . Signed the School-to-Work Act on May 4 1994, which: wml empower ,

" . Americans with training and education- programe s0 all American workers
have the skxlls and cxpencnce they 'need to compete in‘the’ changmg
' ‘global eoonumyn C T . Sk

RN
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o The Depamncnt of Vetcrans Affaus Vouatmnal Rehabihtatlon and .

‘ Counseling program field staff work closely with employers to help them -
- understand their responsibilities under the ADA and ‘the advantages of ‘
employmg quahfied people ‘mth dlsablhncs :

, e The Premdent §1gned the Soenai Securmy Independcnce Act m&kmg the f
- . Social Security Administration o scparate agency that really services the
" needs ‘of people with disabilities and oldcr Amencans instead of the self»

- serving needs of the bureaucracy, - " | o

- SSA is fini shing a research project called PmJect NETWORK de:ugned w

. help find better ways to prowde cmployment and rehabilitation relared

- services for rcclplents of 85I and SSDI, remforcmg the nonadxscnmmatmn o
. in employment prov;amns of the A’DA PEEEREE : L

oA !

.‘ “ '-
‘:;|~;-~ WL,

o Unly half of persons aged 15 %0 64 wn‘k 7 wvere dtsabili;v X:ad przvafe health : . o

insurarice in 1991-1992. wmpared with 80% .of persons. with no disability.. .
" Insurance companles use a person’s disability to charge. very hrgh rates for o
- coverage, or to deny toverage altogether due to a''pre-existing wndztion
" Many people with disabilities cannot get jobs today because of the insurance
. risk' they pose, or because they are qfratd tn rhey will lose the benefits they
. have through Medicaid. Peaople with disabilities cannot become mzly ‘
mdependenr until they achzeve econgmic mdependence

e N . R . *../
R : (N

S Premdent Chnton put comprehenswe health care’ reform on’ the agenda with the to
~ introduction of the Heaith- Security Act on November 20, 1993 The Health -
. Security Act included = state single payer option and in a spemal new program . .-
- that reinforced the non—dlscnnnnamn in employmenl. provisions of the ADA by: _
- offering a 50% tax credit for personal assistance expendnures up to $15 000 per o
‘ year for peoplc w;th dlsabllmee who work : - : : ‘

S Despite bmmess insurance company and chu‘bhcan efforts to kﬂl it, ‘the:
© Clinton Admnustratmn will continuc to fight for real heulth care reform with
" home snd cnmmumty based long term care and preseription drug benefit, .
to. make the proxmsc of Amencans w;Lh stabﬂitiee. Act a reahty ‘
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- .+ Signed the Student Loun Reform Act, September 21, 1993, which will
AR enable 20 million smdems o' get low-mterest rate ioans and 'bettcr :
RN repaymem terms. . ‘

The Department of Educatzon has also S EE
e Secured substantia] budget. §ncreases in FY 1995 and 96 to provxée for BT
. more of the Department's documents to be made avaﬂable in al‘temate ' '
... formats for people with disabilities, " -
"7 ‘e .Developed a pilot ciuriculum about the ADA and dxsabxhty awareness for
. .- ‘clementary und secondary school students. -
' o .. is currently developing an IDEA bill that wﬂl rcauthonze funds 10, :
- improve outcomes for studcnts ‘with disabilities by focusing much of the L
- funding on training teachers in gcneral education; so that-children w1th
L dxsabxlmes are 10 longer part of a seperate system . -

‘Aﬁer Just 19 months in oﬁ'iccg thc dcﬁcli: is now pro;ected to go down three
. years in‘a row for Lhe first time since Harry Truman was in the White House‘, E
~ and the economy has created almost 4.3 million jobs. Private sector JQb growr.’h
" under the Clinton administration (3.988 million) has oulpaced that of the Bush .
: “Administration (1.311 million by three Jc-bs to one) In gust 19 nmn'ﬂ'xs9 o
Ty Premdent Clinton's adnnmstmtxon c A L
s Created 4.27 million new jobs for Amencan worke,rs 93% of these johc ‘
., Y " are'in the pnvate sector .
©: s Passed the Economic Package, on August 10, 1993 reducmg the deﬁcxt
.7 by more than $500 billion over fivé years. /
“ . " Expatided the Earned Income 'Tax Credit by. $2iﬁ. bﬂhcn so that no. chﬂd
.- with working parents will grow up in poverty. That'is 15 ‘million ‘ -
e .&mencam who wa recewc a tax cul. when t‘hey file theu‘ x'etums m N
T .‘:Apnl R v 1
. o . . Passed the. ("nmmumﬁy Deveﬂapmem amﬂ Reguﬁatory lmpmvement s
. Aet, establishing a network of community development banking - SER
. institutions that will provide credit, capltal and hasm ‘bankmg servzces to
. - distresséd. urban and rural communities. ‘
Coe ~;Inst1tuted the Defense Remvestment amd Converswn Imtxam'e that
"+ reinvests.in the workers, communities; and companies hit hardest by the
g defeme cuts. brought about 'by the end of thc Cold War., S
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Pr@sxdent Clm ton mgncd the onlcnl, Cnme Contmi and Law }:.ntorcement Act
of 1994, which is the largest crime bill in the history of the counn'y It provxdes
" for 10@,@0@ ‘new police officers, $9.7-billion in funding for prisons and Sﬁoﬁ
" hitiion in fumﬂmg for prevemon programs which were designed with * . -
, sxgmilcant inp ut from expcncnced pehoe ofﬁceﬁ Provzszons of the b111
~include: - S L
o the Assmit Weapons Bam, banmng 19 typcs of assault weapons I
.« .. .the COPS program, which. puts 100,000 more pulice on America's. sireets
.+ - new and stiffer penalties for crimes commited ‘hy gang members ~
e 'rchsu'atz on of scxually v1oIent nFFenders ' P
The Clmton Admxmstration also f ‘ CEE o
o gigned the Brady Bili, aﬁer it wa.s ’bloqked for years ‘by Republzcan e
N ~adm1mstrat10ns R ‘ .
-, ° . gxpanded funding for the SAFE Schooﬂs Imtnahve 4
AL lntl‘OdUCi"d Upemhom Safc Hume ‘ -

In 1993 ﬁn—: Pzemdent sl gned the Nmonaﬂ Voter Regnstratmn Act (Motor- S

V@mr} opening the ‘doors of democmcy to millions of dlacnﬁ”anchmed Sl

" Americans. Motor Voter will- increase the percentage of Amencans regnstered to RIS
,‘ votc fmm 60% to over 90% in the next 4. years . - ‘

:l .

Umted States Informanon, Agcncy ' : :
s | Worldnet prepared & feature with mtemews of peoPIe thh d1sa‘b1ht1es -
- focusing: on how the. ADA has affected their lives in horor of the fourth .
Co T anmversary ‘of the ADA. The package was placed woﬂdmde on I’uly
oL 28thin English, Arabic, French, Spanish and Russian.. -
.- = Worldnet is planning an mteracnve dxalogue senes on the ADA“& nnpact St
o on Amercans | i Co e

0

. ' people with disabilities as.a human rights issue and the ways the A.DA -
has. improved the lives of Amencans with dxsa‘bﬂmes The senes w1ll be AN
* 'offcxcd to-all 46 langnage services. SR :

e . Led mtematlonal support for democzacy andmarket refarm m Russzan and T LT
theformerSowetstates S L

o Voice'of Americe is broadeastmg a mx-part senes o.n lhs treatment nf S
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e Eatabhshed a NATO Parmershlp for Peace thh East & Centml European
- and former Soviet states . .- R

"o - Signed irilateral accords wi Ukrame and Russxa mmaung the e g e

© ' denuclearization of Ukraine., - el

.o, Proposed the most wmprehensive restmcturmg of Forelgi aid smcc zhe S
¢ Kennedy. Administration ‘ 4

"7 e Took a tough stand on achxevmg a nuclear-free Nm'ﬂx korean peninsula
. .o -Supported South ‘Africa’s transition ﬁom apartheid to democmcy '

... a . Reinvigorated the Middle East peace process” .

o Strengthened. international efforts to.restore democmcy in IIanta S

e Completed'a "Bottom Up Revzew" of nauonal secunty needs for t‘he post- L

co 0 Cold Warera. e

e . Seeured landmaxk conumtments 0 ehmmme nuclear weapons m Ukramc,
A Belarub und Kazakhqtan

D g Led mav ive and effecnve response to humamtanan cns.ls m Rwanda

: ‘Undcr the Chn fon Admmmu'anon there have been over 70 appomtmcnts of S _' .
. - persoms. with disabilities (cross-dlsabzhty) in key; positions advising the- Pm dent
.. "on policy’ development and strategy. The Administration will continue to. ensure’
. that people with disabilities ar at the table when dec:sxons are made..,, as pohcy
s fonnulated -as move forward........ ) o
- Elearior Achieson, Assistant: Attorney General at thc Department of }ustlce :
" (ary Blumenthal, Bxecutwe Dxrector of the Pres1denls Cemmrttee on Mgntal
- - 'Retardation - . . 7
"+, Eugene Bnckhouae Assmtant Secretary for Huma.n Resources a.nd
.. Administration at the Department of Veterans Affairs = o
i ‘Mearéa Bristo, Chair of the Natxonal Councﬂ. on Disability. el
- Jesse Brown, Secrctary of the, Dcpartmem of Vetersns Affairs o . -
" Tony Coehlo, Chair of the Pres:dent‘% Comrmttee on Employment of People
" with Disabilities - - -
" Susan Marie Daniels, ssocxate Commxssxoncr for Dmdbilities at t‘he Socxal
- Security Admm_t stration - 7
" Judy Heumann, Assistant Secretary f‘m‘ the Office ot Speciai Educatxon and
-+ Rehabilitative. Services . - N
- Donald Itzkoff, Teputy Admamstrator fcr the Pcdcral Raﬂmad Adxmmstraticm .
- Paul Miller, Comumissioner.of the: Equal Employment: Opponumty Commission . :
" Howard Moses, Deputy Assistant Secretary at the Office of §pec1a1 Educat.ton '
. ‘and Rehabilitative Scrvices at the Department of Education .~ SR
., Ehzabeth Savage, Speclal Asmtant to the Assistant Attomey Geneml C1v1l

‘ f
“: o ‘,‘ '\4‘ .

. A5ERABSe. - . BT02B® T - o
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-+, Fredric Schroeder, Cnfnmlssmner for the Rghabxhtatwn Scmccs Admlmstrauun
"+ Katherine Seelman, Director of the Nanonal Instxtute on Dlsablhty &

S Rehabnhtatxon Research =~ .. .~ o :

. Femando Torres-Gil, Assxslani Secretary ‘for Agmg a‘t the Department of Hcalth
" and Human Services . . .-
“Bob ‘Williams, Commmsmner for the Admmlstratmn on Dcvelopmcntal
3 D1sabzht1es e
. Michael Winter, Spemal Asslstant 10 the Assocxate Deputy Secretary and
c Dxrec.tor of the Ofﬁce of Intermodel lransportauan o ,

o fNUlE Th1s is- rmssmg EEOC tcleconnnunmatmns super hlghway, mcre on. ‘: ' e

'“natlonal scmce

' While Preszdent Clmtcn and his adxmms‘tranon are workmg hard on many ﬁontg

. for'the sccunty and’ wcll-belng of the Américan. people, the Republxcans and © .

- -right wing, big money lobbies are putting politics ahead of progress.. They have .
- c¢ontinued 10 put.their own interests ahead of the American people w1th over a
- 'decade ot broke-n promxaes to Amenca s: workmg famlhes D

Aﬁcr 12 years in the White H’ouse they left Amenca w1th 8 soarmg dcﬁcﬂ tax
. breaks for the rich, and partisan gridlock. Their tactics of distortion, . dmsmn
~ .'-_'aﬁd delay have been 8 shamcﬁll dxsplay of peuy polmca tactlcs '

P

U 0% nf House Repu”bhcans voted for a budget pmposai on May 27 ‘8993
.. % which would have cut Mcdicare by $73.7 billion over five years. - -
(e 94%of House Republicans voting voted for Rep. Kasich's FY 1995 ‘\
- budget pmposal on March 11 1994 whmh wou!d have cut Mcdlcaxe by
.. s4sbillion.
° . '‘Supported health care pmposals that cut Medxcare, without provxdmg iong
-, term care or prcscnpncn dmg coverage » ;

5 99% of thme House Repubhcans vo‘tmg votcd to. mcludc Socul Secumy
" in the budget - it is currently not calculated in the budget -- causmg a

12% reduchon in monthly checks for Socxal Secumy recrplents on- } -

~ average

. 45EeAss . T . BTO28ikE . o
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o 10% of‘H‘nuae ﬂnd Senate Repubhcans votmg voted agamst the ;

Presxdem’s 1993 dehclt x‘eductxon plan. SRR PR ’

Coe ,‘77% cf t‘hoe.e House Repubhcans votmg voted agamst thc Pa.rmly &
" Medical Leave Adt, which allows 12 weeks of unpaid leave. to cmployees
L 8o “that thcy no longer have to choose bétween. their job and-a loved one
oL 61% of those Sexmle Repubhcans votmg voted agamst the l‘anuly and
a 'V,Medm&i Leave Act as well. - T ’:

. ' 8% of IIouseRepublu.am vetlng voted agamst the Motore\foter Bﬂl
e 86% of Senate Repubhcans votmg voted agalnst tha Motor—'Votcr Blﬁ

‘e E '67% of ﬂhoscllouse chublmans votmg voted agamst the. Brady Blll
e T63% of ﬂ 10SE Senate Repu‘h icans votmg voted agamst the Brady Blll

e 78% of t'hose House Repubh«..ans votmg voted agamst the han on assault '

L © - ‘weapons, caving into the NRA suPer-lobby _ A

e TT%of Senate Republicans voted agamst the I-‘cmstem amend.ment to.

. .. restrict the ,manufacture, transfer and possession vl certain semiauromanc
assault w< apcns and 1argc capdmty ammumﬁon feedmg demces

Lo

s 74% of those chse Repubhcans votmg votcd agamst the crime ‘hﬂl

e 83% of S( nate chubhcans Vul.mg voted agamst the cnme bﬂi S PP

‘»'
EERI

T Kﬂled health care refbrm that mcludes home and eommumty bascd iong term

\,f‘c.are and preqcnpuon drug coverage Tl S . - o

‘\ , . L

| For the last ﬁfteen years, thc Repubhcans have made broken pmm1se aﬁer o l‘,‘ -

- promise. The last twenty months have been & refteshing. change - and more .

B unportanﬂy - & peuod of whci accemphshmen‘ts
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