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March 30, 1994 

NOTE TO TONY COELHO 


Thank you very much for yb~r call today and for .your plans to 

call Mr. Naschinski soon to defuse this situation. I understand 


, that you will find a way for his Committee on Disabled Veterans 
to air their policy concerns to secretary Reich. 

,As background for'yourpl~nned call, attached is the letter from 
the Commander of the,' Veterans of Foreign Wars and the ultimate 
letter from Leon Panetta clarifying that there, are ,no plans in FY 
95 to merge the functions of Labor Department's Veterans 
Employment and Training Service (VETS) 'into that Department's 
Employment and Training ',Administration ( ETA). Ido not' include 
the President's more equivocal reply of Dec. 27th since Panetta's 
letter is meant to clarify that the status quo will prevail at 
least until a full review.of this NPR recommendation and, 
consultation with the'Veterans'are arranged.So that;issue which 
is so prominent' in Mr. Naschinski's letter seems to have been 
laid to rest for now. Hope:thfs helps you. 

I ' , 

Could you please let me, know of the outcome of your intervention. 
My phone number is (202)456-5570. Thanks! 

Stan 'Herr 

. ' 

" " 

bcc: Carol R;3.SCO I, 

! I. 

---------------------~ 
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. fL- ~.).+. f.eorq&.r"~ ..11~·A .. ' Dl./Z"~o~.
vETERANS ()F FOR.b1lC-GN WARS OFe.fHE {j,>-..lTED STATES .,... 

TH~ COMMANDER·IN.cHlEF 

·October 2S, 1993 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We share your goall ofmaking the: entire fedetal government both less expensive and more 
efficient. Howc:veJ:, the IecoDllDendatioD ofthe National Policy Review (NPR) Committee, to 
transfer the Labor Departmenrs veteranS Employment and Training Service (VETSlto the 
.Employment and Training AdmiJ:ustration (ETA), would severely undenDiDe the 
AdPli.1iistmioncs eJfons to enharu:e job opportunities for veterans.' 

. ' 

Based on the NPR committee ICCOmmeodatiOn, the CUI'J'C.Dt leVel ofservices to VetCraDS could, . . 

not be tDaintaiDed through programs administeted through the ETA.. l'hCR .simply is no 
adequate substitub:: for the checks and balances that are already in place at VETS, for easuring 
that veterans r~i'Ve the priority and preferential employment services :they are entitled to~ 

From the justificadon statement a.cOOippanying the NPR recommendation, it is evidcnt1hata fUll 
Wlderstanding ofthe Vital servic.:sVETS provide to the veteraJ)s eommUDiiy is lacking: We 
request that you re:coosider such a t:na)Sfer, until such time as staffmembers ofthc ~ . 
comminee have fiilly assessed tbe serious implications oftheir recOmmendations. 

In order to bear a diversity ofopinions; not the least ofwhich is the vetera!IS who would be 
sen'ed, we recommend that an: appropriate forum be convened in Oraef that all view points may 
be considered. 

Your consideraticln ofthis important issue is appreciated.. 

I~·.··-

http:CUI'J'C.Dt
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Jan. 13. 1994 4:48r'M WE CABINET AFFAIRS No. 4144 P. 2/2 

EXECU1'IVE OFF'ICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF ,MANAGEMENT AND BUOGET 


WASrflNCTCN. C.C. 2.0503 


THE DIRECTOR January 13, 1994 

Mr. George R. Cramer 
Commander :In Chief 
Veterans o:f Foreign' 'Wars, ' 

200 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002-5799 


Dear ,George: 

I have been asK.ed. 'by the Presid.ent to follow up with you on 
his letter of Decemk,er27, 1993 concerning the Veterans 
Employment and Trairling:Service, and, Department 9f Lacor. As you 
are aware, the Presl,dent' has a special respect for the men and 
women who have servE!d our nation. It is important tha.t the 
nation rec:oqnize thE~ir 'sacrifices, and that' they raceive 'the 
rewards of'aqrateful nation. ' 

I warLt to as~uJ=e you that, the" Fiscal, Year 1995 Budget that 
,the President will 3ubmi,t to Congress ,will not contain a proposal 
to merge the Veteran.sEmployment Ad.m.inistration Ser"ice into the 
Employment and Training Administration. No further action will 
occur on this proposal until the President personally has ',' 

'reviewed1:he recommendations. 

secrcatary Reich is' in the process of analy~in9 all 
employment and. training prograllls. ,The Veterans Employment and. 
Traininq:Service will be included in this vital review. The 
Adminlstr'ition, of course, remains committed to creating a more 
efficient, cost effective government. 

ThePrestdent has:qreat respect for the opinion of veterans 
leaders such as you.raelf and will consult with them before 
implementing any chanqe in the structure of the Veterans 
Employment and Tral.ning Service. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC' POLICY 

CAROl H. RASCO 
Assistant to the President fOe Domestic Policy 

To: ~ ~ 
A~ -

Draf! response for POTUS 
and forward to CHR by: _~___-'-~______:"-__ 

Draft response for CHR by: _._.__ 

Please reply directly to the writer 
(copy to CHR) by: __________-:-_______ 

Please advise by:' . -.. -:1 
Let's discuss:': {[};k;qr-: 8J~W:JCf¥~~!:-·~· 

. . . ~ .. ,. 
For your,information: ____________________ 

Reply using form code: ____-"--'-_________ 

File: ______,--________________-,--_ 

. Send copy to . (original to CHR): _---'___ 

.. Schedule? : o Accept o Pending o Regret 

DeSignee~" . . 

~~~ 




The Deputy Secretary of 
'Veterans Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 
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Lt2 ~1l--7{)37MAR 25 REC'IJ 

The Honorable Tony Coelho, Chairman 
The President's Committee .on Employment of 

People with Disabilities' 
c/o 763 Battery Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Chairma.n Coelho: 

It is ,lith deep regret that I inform you that the 
representatives of the ve'teran service organizations 
(VSOs), who are members of the committee On Disabled 
Veterans (CCIDV), have el~cted not' to participate in the 
meeting with the Secretar;y of Labor on April 13, 1994. The 
reasons for our decision are as follows. 

, ' I . , ' 

Traditionally, cODV:has met, when appropriate, with 
the 'secretaries of various cabinet level agencies to share 
our concerns'and to explore ways of working together to 
promote employment and training opportunities for disabled 
veterans. ; l:n January we:met with the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, Jesse Brown, and key members of his staff. 

',One of the objectives included in CODV's FY 1994 work 
plan reads (irtpart) as ~ollows: 

l)ublic Policy.' CODV will continue to 
pursue public :policy questions regarding 
i:he employment •. of disabled veterans by 
meeting with Federal agency official~. 

Another portion states that the one of COOV's 
strategic plan priorities will be to, ItEducate and support 
the'new Administration on disability employment issues and 
policy." I must point out that these objectives, as well 
as the othel:s contained in CODv..' s current work plan, were 
reviewed and approved by·the Executive committee of the 
President's committee. 

Several months ago, the Clinton Administration 
introduced <1 proposal that called for' the elimination of 
the Departmtant of Labor's (DoL's) Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Veterans Employment and Training. Under,that 
proposal, r(~sponsibility' for a·ll veterans' employment and 
training pr()grams would have been transferred to the 
agency' sEm)~loyrnent and Training Administration. 

Because the members of CODV believed that 
implementation of that proposal would have had a very 

V/?~')~{ . 
,L !i..,A{'",~-..> 

P6/(b)(6)
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negative impact on DoL's ability to provide quality 

employment services to disabled veterans, we felt it wa;; 

imperativet,hat CODV rneetwith secretary Reich as soon as 

possible. '. ' ' 

, . ~ . , . 
, t " • • ' ", 

On sept.ember 15, 199:3, several VSO representativesmet 
with the exetcutlve director of the President's COl1Ul1ittee to 
discuss impl.ementation of CODV's FY 1994 work plan. During, 
fthat meetin<;lr the executive director f o,rbade CODV from 
~seeking a mEieting with Secretary Reich. "The reason for his 

decision wae~ because he wanted to include representatives 

from all of the standing c'ommittees in any"meetfngs with 

the secretal~y. . When ·we -Cook exception with his decision, 

the executive director .tOld us that the conversation was 

closed • 


. . In reviewing the proposed agenda for the April 13th·, 
meeting with Secretary Reich, we note that with the 

,exception of Disab'led Transition Assistance Program (DTAP), 
'all of COOV~'s' other concerns have been completely ignored~ 

. . ",' , - ..:-:.7-:'-:;--='-",_ 

As the VSOs understand the 'operation of the 
President's Committee, policy .lS set by the individual 
standing coramittees and that that policy is subject to the 
approval of the Executive committee. Because our work plan 
has been approved, we believe that COOV should be allowed 
to pursue i1:,s objectives.' 

, ' , 

As a r~:lsult of the exec~tive director's dictate, it is 
now more than six months; later and CODV stilr'=t6:;~not 
allowed to lneet with the:secretary to discuss the very 
serious quel3tions we have about DoL's future roll in 
providing elnployment services to disabled veterans. . 'As 
veterans' advocates, we find this situation to be.totally· 
intolerable! ' 

It is also our understanding that as a paid employee 
of the President's Committee, the executive director's role 
is not to dictate.p~ll:j.cy, but rather, to provide the 
standing c~nm~ttees with whatever support, guidance and 
administrative assistance they might need to.accomplish 
their work plan objectives. . 

If our beliefs about'the role of the executive 
director aria incorrect, I want to know•..If weare incorrect 
then we will reconsider our continued affiliation with the 
President's committee. Let me be very clear about this:. 
If the VSOs cannot continue our advocacy for this country's 
2.2 million disabled veterans through our work with the 
President's Committee, then we will find a more appropriate 
venue for meeting our mission. 

In closing, I would,like to point out that CODV is the 
oldest and most active of the standing comrnittees~ In 

http:dictate.p~ll:j.cy
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, 
fact, the President's Committee is an outgrowth of the 
committee that was establ1shed by President Truman to serve 
the employment needs of disabled World War II veterans. We 
are extremely proud of our past accomplishments and we look 

. forward to continuing our role as one of this country's 
leadingadvo.cates for th~ disabled. 

. . , 

·Chairm.an .Coelho, I wish that this letter had not been 
necessary. If you would like to meet with us to discuss 
this matter, and our other grievances with the executive 
director, w'e will be happ'y to make' ourselves available to 
you. ;' 

We loe,k forward to ~. prompt response • 

:....~4f:.nc.•ere~y I f\.\. . . 
'7~,-~~~~.. 
, Emil W. Naschinski, Chairman 
'ColIllriitteeOn Disabled Veterans 

, 
I .' 

I. 

http:Chairm.an
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" " March' 30, ,1994 
NOTE TO TONY COELHO 

. . , ,1.:- ' .,
Thank you vE!r:i much, fop your call today and ,for your plans to 
call Mr. Nas;chinski soon to defuse this situation. I understand 
that you will find a way for his Committee on Disabled Veterans 
to air their policy' conc~rns to Secretary Reich. 

As background for your planned call, at,tached is the letter from 
the CommandE!r of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the ultimate 
letter from Leon Panetta :clarifying that there are no plans in FY 
95 to merge the functions of Labor Department's Veterans 
Employment cind Training Service (VETS) into that Department's 
Employment imd Training Administration (ETA). I do not include 
the PresideIlt' s more equ:i,vocal reply of Dec. 27th since Panetta's 
letter is mE~ant to clarify that the status quo will prevail at 
least until a full review,of this NPR recommendation and 
consultation with the Veterans are arranged.So that issue which 
is so prominent in Mr. Naschinski's letter seems to have been 
laid to resie for now. Ho,?e this helps you. 

Could you please let me know of the outcome of your intervention. 
My phone number is (202)456-5570. Thanks! 

Stan Herr 

bcc: Carol :Rasco 

http:arranged.So
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E X E CUT I V E o F'F ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

01-Apr-1994 11:19am 

TO: 	 Carol H. Rasco 

FROM: 	 Stanley S. Herr 

Domestic Policy Council 


SUBJECT: 	 RE: in response to Hershel Gober's concerns 

I've placed calls t<) Mr. Gober and to Robert Jones (the assistant to Sec. Brown 
to whom Mr. Gober rE~ferred me for follow-up) to inform them that Mr. Coelho 
assured me that he ,qould reach out to the Committee on Disabled Veterans. Since 
the former is on travel and the l;.atter out of the office, I left messages about 
Coelho's intentions to accomodate the disabled veterans. 

'=' 

hope this satisfiE~s everyone! 



E X E CUT I V E o FF ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

31-Mar-1994 08:13pm 

TO: Stanley S. Herr 

FROM: Carol H. Rasco 
Economic and Domestic Policy 

SUBJECT: RE: in response to Hershel Gober's concerns 

Thank you! Have you updated Herschel Gober on this? If not, 
please call him. THanks again. 



" 

" . 
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NOTE TO TOW~ COELHO 

Thank you w~ry much for your call today and for your plans to 
call Mr. Na:schinski soon to defuse this situation. I understand 
that you will find a way for his Committee on Disabled Veterans 
to air their policy concerns to Secretary Reich. 

As background for your planned call, attached is the letter from 
the Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the ultimate 
letter from Leon Panetta clarifying that there are no plans in FY 
95 to merge the functions of Labor Department's Veterans 
Employment and Training Service (VETS) into that Department's 
Employment and Training Administration (ETA). I do not include 
the President's more equivocal reply of Dec. 27th since Panetta's 
letter is ml3ant to clarify that the status quo will prevail at 
least until a full review of this NPR recommendation and 
consultation with the Veterans are arranged.So that issue which 
is so prominent in Mr. Naschinski's letter seems to have been 
laid to res"t for now. Hope this helps you. 

Could you please let me know of the outcome of your intervention. 
My phone number is (202)456-5570. Thanksl 

Stan Herr 
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E X E CUT I V E OFF ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

28-Mar-l994 09:43am 

TO: 	 Stanley S. Herr 

FROM: 	 Carol H. Rasco 
Economic and Domestic Policy 

SUBJECT: 	 RE: DD Reauthorization Act 

As to the Herschel Gober concern ••• I know nothing more than what I 
read in th'9.t letter. I think you should talk with Herschel if you 
wish and also the folks:at the committee, find out what you can 

~ ~~-without cr1aating a bigger focus on it. -.,- 

On briefin!;J materials for Friday's meeting with Heuman ••• I don't 
need the dfapartment preparing anything. I just thought if you had 
materials on what they are thinking about IDEA over there then I 
would like to see them early Friday a.m. when I come in as well as 
any though'ts you have on. the other agenda items Judy '.s" staff 
mentioned. Roz has that'list. Again, there is nothing Dept. of 
Ed. needs to prepare or be bothered 'with. 

Thanks. 


