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Q & A per request and as background on N.A's disab 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWEiS ON NATIVE AMERICANS AND DISABILITY ISSUES 

(Prepared by Stanley S. Herr and transmitted to Donsia Strong) 

Q: How are the righJs of Native Americans being protected in the 
field of developmental disabilities? 

A: On April 6th, prJsident Clinton signed the Developmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act Amendments of 1994 
which includes new provisions for the American Indian Consortium 
protection and advodacy projects to enable targeted activities to 
pursue legal, admin~strative and other remedies by two or more 
recognized American !Indian tribes with a combined total 
population of 150,OqO enrolled members and contiguous territory 
of Indian lands in two or more States.l 

I 
Caveat: implementati10n of such projects are contingent on new 
appropriations whicH have not yet been made at this time).

I 

Q: Are we making any special efforts to prevent Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome which is now the leading known cause of mental 
retardation? I 

A: The Administration recognizes the gravity of this national 
Iproblem and its diverse consequences for the various tribes. 



I 
1. Public Law 103-230, Sections 103, 303. 



On February 2nd, President Clinton issued a proclamation intended 
to foster greater a~areness and action on the prevention of this 
disabling conditionl. A pilot project is now underway in Aberdeen, 
South Dakota that involves the tribal council there in activating 
"community response teams" to get the message out to those at 
risk and to potentially affected persons. 

Caveat: The leader hf the National Organization for Fetal Alcohol 
I

Syndrome reports thpt budget cuts in the Indian Health Service's 
Department of Drug Abuse have compromised our efforts to prevent 
and ameliorate thisl syndrome. For a Federal perspective on those 
efforts, you can ca~l Shirley Poorthunder 301 443-6958 at IHS 
(who was not available today). 

4-27-94 10:35am I 
cc: Carol Rasco, FYI on the general FAS issue. 


