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THE. 1993 CONGRESSIONAL SESSION: A WRAP~UP 

"If we work hard and if we work together, if we re-dedicate ourselves to creating 
jobs, to rewarding work, to strengthening our families, to reinventing our 
government, we·caillift our country's fortunes aga.i..i1.. Tonight I ask everyone in 
this chamber and every American to lpok simply into your own heart, to spark 
your own hopes, to fire your own imagination. There's 80 much good, so much 
possibility, so much excitement in this "country now that if we act boldly and' 
honestly as leaders should, our legacy will be one of prosperity and progress. 
This must be America's new direction. Let us summon the courage to seize it." _. 
President Clinton in his Joint Session.Address on February 17,·1993. 

ENDING GRIDLOCK..From day one, President Clinton and Vice President 
Gore have worked with Congress. to break: the gridlock that paralyzed 
Washington, D.C. for years. In one year, they have accomplished many of the 
President's main priorities: 	 . 

The Economic Package. Signed into law on August 10, 1993 . 

National Service. Signed into law on September 21, 1993 

Family and Medical Leave Act. Signed into law on February 5, 1993 

NAFTA. Passed both Houses by November 20, 1993 

Campaign Finance. Passed both Houses by November' 22, 1993 

Crime Bill. Passed both Houses by November 19, 1993 

The Brady Bill. Passed both Houses by November 22, 1993 

Health Care Reform. Introduced on October 22, 1993 

• 	 LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS: Even before the tough vote on the NAFTA, studies 
showed that the president had a remarkable legislative record. Congressional 
Quarterly found that legislation on which the president took a stand passed 
88.6 percent of the time, the highest first-year success rate since Eisenhower in 
1953. A Fordham University study found that the president won tough votes at 
a higher rate: 91.3 percent of the tough votes in the House and 92.6 percent in 
the Senate, better than the record of President Johnson in 1965. 

• 	 BI·PARTISANSHIP, NO VETOES, MORE DEBATE, OPEN LINES OF 
COMMUNICATION. Republicans have delivered crucial support for National 
Service, the NAFTA, the Family and Medical Leave Act and flood relief. For' 
only the second time in 60 years, there has been no Presidential veto. Important 
legislation that had fallen to President Bush's vetoes _. the Family and Medical 
Leave Act, Motor-Voter·- was signed into law. Congress has spent 40 percent 
more time _. 1,920 hours·- considering legislation than during Reagan's first 
year. In the spirit of open communication, the president has made 15 trips to 
Capitol Hill this year. 
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REBUILDING THE ECONOMY 

"Our nation needs a new direction. Tonight, I present to you a comprehensive 
plan to set our nation on that new course. I believe we will find our new 
direction in the basic old values that brought us here over the last two centuries, 
a commitment to opportunity, to individual responsibility, to community, to 
work, to family, and to faith. We must now break the habits of both political 
parties and say there can be no more something for nothing, and admit, frankly, 
that we are all in this together." .• President Clinton in his Joint Session 
Address on February 17, 1993. 

• 	 HISTORIC DEFICIT REDUCTION. Working with Congress, we have taken 
bold and serious steps to bring down the federal budget deficit. We passed a 
budget bill that will reduce the deficit by nearly $500 billion over five years, the 
largest deficit cutting plan in history. 

• 	 TARGETED INVESTMENTS. Congress provided nearly 70 percent of the 
President's investment proposals for Fiscal Year 1994, including funding for new 
programs such as National Service, Goals 2000, and School to Work. These 
included a 66 percent increase for the Ryan White Act: a 12 percent increase for 
the Women, Infants, and Children (WlC) feeding program; a 20 percent increase 
for Head Start, an 11 percent increase for highways; a 116 percent increase for 
dislocated worker assistance; and a 58 percent increase for immunization grants. 

• 	 LARGE SPENDING CUTS AND A SPENDING FREEZE. The deficit 
reduction package that Congress passed included $255 billion in spending cuts 
and an unprecedented "hard freeze" •• a 12 percent real reduction •• on all 
discretionary spending. The House also passed the President's additional 
spending reduction bill that will cut $37 billion in spending. 

• 	 HELPING SMALL BUSINESS. The economic package increases by 75 percent 
the maXimum expensing of investment and provides a new targeted capital gains 
cut for long.term investments in small businesses •• tax incentives that will. 
create hundreds of thousands of jobs in the next five years. 

• 	 EXPANDING MARKETS FOR US EXPORTS. The President has worked 
with Congress to expand markets·for US exports, exports that support high. 
paying American jobs. The President has worked with CongresS to relax export 
controls on $37 billion worth of American goods. 

• 	 MORE JOBS. Job creation is up in the first year of the administration _. more 
than 1.2 million new private sector jobs, 200,000 more than were created during 
the entire four years of the Bush administration. 

• 	 LOWER INTEREST RATES. American consumers are benefitting from 
historically low interest and mortgage rates that make buying a home easier and 
easing the burden on those who already pay their mortgages. 

• 	 UNEMPLOYMENT DROPPING. Unemployment has dropped to just 6.8 
percent in October, down from an average 7.4 percent last year. 
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SAFE STREETS 

"I ask you to help to protect our families against the violent crime which 
terrorizes our people and which tears our communities apart.. We must pass a 
tough crime bill. ... I support ... an initiative to put 100,000 more police officers 
on the street -- to provide boot camps for first-time non-violent offenders, for 
more space for the hardened criminals in jail and I support an initiative to do 
what we can to keep guns out of the hands of criminals. I will make you this 
bargain. If you'll pass. the Brady Bill, I'll sure sign it." •• President Clinton in his 
Joint Session Address on February 17, 1993. 

• 	 THE BRADY BILL. The President is ready to sign the Brady Bill, which will 
make it more difficult for criminals to purchase handguns. 

• 	 100,000 NEW POLICE OFFICERS. The President will sign Congress' tough, 
new crime bill that will help put 100,000 police officers on the street and give 
local and state officials the. tools they need to stop crime. 

• 	 MORE PRISONS. The crime bill will fund the construction of new prisons to 
make sure that criminals stay behind bars. 

SAFE SCHOOLS. The President proposed and the Senate passed strong new 
measures as part of the crime bill to make our nation's schools safer. 

HELPING FAMILIES 

• 	 FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE. The President signed the Family and 
Medical Leave Act. That law gives American workers job.security by providing 
them with up to 13 weeks per year of unpaid leave for child-birth, adoption, a 
personal illness or an illness in the family. Thanks to Congress and the 
President, Americans no longer have to face the difficult choice between caring 

. for their families or keeping .their jobs. 

• 	 MAKING STUDENT LOANS MORE AFFORDABLE. Congress passed and 
the President signed the Student Loan Reform. Act, which will make college more 
affordable, lower interest rates and save taxpayer money through direct federal 
lending, . 

• 	 NATIONAL SERVICE. Congress passed and the President signed a National 
Service Act that will enable over 100,000 young Americans to serve their 
communities and to earn credit toward higher education. 

• 	 TAX CUTS FOR WORKING FAMILIES WITH INCOMES BELOW $27,000. 
The tax plan Congress passed was fair. It asked wealthy Americans to pay their 
fair share, while giving more than 20 million American families a tax cut 
through the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC.) 
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REFORMING GOVERNMENT 

"I think it is clear to every American including every member of CongreBS of 
both parties that the confidence of the people who pay our bills and our 
institutions in Washington is not high. We must restore it. We must begin 
again to make government work for 'ordinary taxpayers, not simply for organized 
interest groups ... I believe lobby reform and campaign finance reform are a sure 
path to increased popularity for Republicans and Democrats alike because it says 
to the voters back home, 'This is your House, this is your Senate. We're your 
hired hands and every penny we draw is your money."' •• President Clinton in 
his Joint Session Address on February 17, 1993. 

• 	 REINVENTING GOVERNMENT. The President and Vice President GOre have 
launched a major effort to reinvent government. The National Performance 
Review report was released on September 7, 1993, containjngover 1200 
recommendations to make government work better and cost leBS. These 
initiatives will.trim. thegovemment's payroll by 250,000 jobs and streamline 
government operations. NPR will cut red tape, abandon the obsolete, eliminate 
duplications and end special privileges. The administration has introduced more 
than 40 of NPR's major proposals: eliminating special interests like the wool and 
mohair subsidies; moving forward on procurement reform; moving from a paper· 
based system to an automated-electronic one. The House incorporated some of 
those recommendations in a resciBSion bill the President is ready to sign. 

• 	 MOTOR VOTER. The President signed the National Voter Registration Act, 
which will make it easier for millions. of Americans to register to vote. 

• 	 CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM. Both houses have passed a campaign 
finance reform bill that will reduce the influence of PACs and level the playing 
field between challengers.and incumbents. The President will sign the toughest 
campaign finance reform bill Congress can pass. 

• 	 LOBBYING REFORM. As part of the President's budget package, Congress 
eliminated the tax deduction for lobbying expenses. 

DEMOCRATIC INTERNATIONALISM 

• 	 FREE TRADE. Congress and the President have worked together to break 
down trade barriers and to pass the NAFTA, an historic agreement that will 
create jobs and markets for Americans and protect the environment on both 
sides of the border. The President looks forward to continued cooperation from 
Congress 8.S he completes the GATr negotiations in Geneva and the initiatives 
he began in at the G· 7 summit in Tokyo and the APEC conference in Seattle. 

• 	 AID TO DEMOCRATIC STATES. Congress has supported the President's 
package of $2.5 billion in Russian aid to bolster democracy in the former 
Communist state and to lend stability to the new Russian free market economy_ 

• MIDEAST PEACE. The President appreciates the support. Congress has given 
him as he brokers an agreement that will bring lasting peace to the Mideast. 
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COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE REFORM 

"I believe if there is any chance that Republicans and Democrats who disagree on 
taxes and spending ... could agree on one thing, surely we can all look ,at these 
numbers and go home and tell our people the truth. We cannot continue these 
spending patterns in public or private dollars for health care for less and less 
and less every year~ We can do better." _. President Clinton in his Joint Session 
Address on February 17, 1993. 

• 	 HEALTH CARE SECURITY. The President is committed to passing 
comprehensive health care-legislation in the 103rd Congress. For more than 60 
years, Presidents and Congress have worked to enact a national health care 
plan. Next year, Congress and the President will deliver. 

• 	 IMPROVING MEDICAL RESEARCH~ Congress passed and President Clinton 
signed a National Institutes of Health bill that will help keep America at the 
forefront of biomedical research in key areas like cancer, heart diseases, women's 
health, AIDS, and fetal tissue transplantation. 

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT 

"Backed by an effective national defense and a stronger economy, our nation will 
be prepared, to lead a world challenged as it is everywhere by. ethnic conflict, by 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, by the global democratic 
revolution, and by challenges to the health of our global environment. 

"This (economic) plan... provides the most ambitious environmental clean-up in 
partnership with state and local government of our time to put people to work, 
and to preserve the environment for our future. " _. President Clinton in his 
Joint Session Address on February 17, 1993. 

• 	 EPA CABINET STATUS. The President is poised to sign into law legislation 
that would elevate the Environmental Protection Agency to Cabinet status. This 
law will strengthen the agency's effectiveness and enha~ce its ability to execute 
national and international environmental policy . 

• 	 ' FOREST PLAN. After a break-through Forest Conference in Portland, Oregon 
with groups on both sides of the issue, the Preaident announced a Forest Plan, 
ending contradictory policies from feuding agencies concerning legislation 
banning the export of unprocessed timber. 
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SWIFr REACTION TO EMERGENCIES 

The President and Congress have moved swiftly this year to address emergencies that 
affected the lives of millions of Americans. 

• 	 HELPING THE UNEMPLOYED. Last March, Congress approved and the 
President signed extended unemployment benefits for up to 26 weeks for victims 
of the recession. Quick action on the unemployment benefits bill kept 250,000 to 
300,000 unemployed Americans from falling through the safety net each week. 

• 	 NATURAL DISASTERS. Congress and the President moved quickly to provide 
$6.3 billion in emergency assistance to victims olthe flooding in the Midwest and 
$207 million to people affected by hurricanes .. The President and Congress also 
moved quickly to put federal resources in the hands of those fighting the fires in 
southem . California. 
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July 14, 1993 

TO: caro~sco 
FROM: Bill Galston 

SUBJ: Rep. Green letter 

For some reason I have no record of previously receiving this-­
which doesn't 'mean I didn't. At any rate, attached is my 
proposed Presidential response. 



DRAFT 


Dear Rep. Green: 

Thank you very much for your letter concerning my education 
reform bill. I am grateful for your support and, like you, I 
look forward to quick Congressional action on this bill. 

Throughout my public life, I have worked to promote fundamental 
yet realistic and workable change in our system of public 
education. As governor, I sought to build the broadest possible 
base of bipartisan support for this cause, both in Arkansas and 
nationally. Today, I continue to believe that genuine 
bipartisanship is the best course for the education reform we 
need. 

It was in that spirit, and to that end, that I transmitted Goals 
2000 to the Congress. I viewed, and continue to view, the 
bipartisan Goals Panel as a key element of that bill. That is 
why I wrote a letter to each member of the Education and Labor 
Committee underscoring my support for an unchanged Goals Panel. 

I appreciate your efforts to achieve compromise concerning the 
composition of the Panel. But I remain convinced that my initial 
proposal represents the best course. Accordingly, I have 
directed my staff and the leadership of the Department of 
Education to work hard for inclusion of the original, fully 
bipartisan Goals Panel in the final legislation. 

I look forward to your continued support, and to the earliest 
possible enactment of'Goals 2000. 

Sincerely, 

WJC 

/ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


June 28, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL RASCO 


FROM: 	 HOWARD G. PASTER I~ 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: 	 Goals 2000 

Enclosed please find a copy of the letter that was sent to the 
President from Representative Gene Green (D-TX). I have also 
enclosed a.copy of the acknowledgement letter I sent to him. 

The President has requested that he see and sign every letter 
going to Capitol Hill. We did nqt want to fully answer the 
issues addressed in the Representative's letter'without advice 
from your department; therefore, ~ a~ requesting that your office 
draft a response and return it to LeeAnn Inadomi (WH-East Wing) 
within 48 hours. She will then print the letter in final form 
and have President Clinton sign the letter. 

Thank you very much for your assistance with this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call LeeAnn at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 
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CONTINENTAL SHELF 


The Honorable Bill Clinton 

The President 

The White House Office 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear President Clinton: 

The House Committee on Education and Labor has recently completed its markup of your 
education reform bill, Goals 2000, the Educate America Act. I would like to express my 
continued support for this bill and my congratulations to you on its progress thus far. 

During the full committee markup, I offered a{l ainendment that would alter the 
composition of the Goals Panel created in the bill. During the debate on this amendment, the 
letter you sent to committee members was raised by Republican members as evidence that you 
did not support my attempt to make these changes. However, I felt comfortable that the 
discussions we had with representatives of the Department of Education had sufficiently eased 
the concerns of the Administration on this aspect of the bill. I would like to take this 
opportunity to reiterate the reasons for this amendment and to offer my assistance in answering 
any questions you may receive on this matter. 

The fIrst part of the amendment required that the Secretary of Education serve as an Ex 
OffIcio member of the Goals Panel if not chosen as one of the two Presidential appointees. 
This change was designed to make the selection process more flexible by allowing an automatic 
appointment for the Secretary. It also allows for the appointment of an independent member 
of the panel without jeopardizing the bipartisan nature of the Goals Panel. 

The second aspect of the amendment would allow for the appointment of the Chair by the 
President. This would remove the requirement that the Chair be appointed solely from among 
the Governors who serve on the Panel and would allow for the Panel to more accurately reflect 
the views of the Administration during the years that a member of a different political party 
serves as Chair. 

It is my hope that these changes are not interpreted as a simple partisan ploy as I believe 
they can allow the Panel to rise above partisanship by including independent members and ' 
retaining a rotating Chair among the parties. The amendment is intended to provide you or 
any future President with greater flexibility in making appointments to the Goals Panel while 
retaining, to the greatest extent possible, the bipartisan nature of the Panel. These changes 
were the result of numerous discussions among committee members who originally wished to 
include teachers, administrators and representatives from various interest groups on the Goals 
Panel. I believe that this compromise represents a significant move away from such dramatic 
changes to the composition of the Goals Panel and retains the original proposed composition 
with only minor changes. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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It has been a great pleasure to work on this bill and I look forward to seeing it signed into 
law. This bill is both ambitious in its objectives yet realistic in its design and deserves quick 
action by the Congress. Again, I would like to offer my assistance in ensuring the passage of 
the bill and in answering any further questions you might have on this matter. 

Gene Green 
Member of Congress 

GG:rps 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


June 28, 1993 

Dear Representative Green: 

Thank you for your letter regarding Goals 2000. I 
appreciate your informing the President of your concerns. 

The President has been advised of your support, and you will 
receive a response from him in the near future. In the meantime, 
if I can be of assistance to you, do not hesitate to contact my 
office. 

Best wishes. 

Sincer:;/ 

~~:~~t ~~s~~ President 
for riegislative Affairs 

The Honorable Gene Green 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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July 13, 1993 

President william J. Clinton 
'l'be White House 
Washington, DC 205.00 

Dear Mr. President: 

Earlier this year you made a commitment to the nation's 
families by proposing, as part of the budget reconciliation 
package, a new capped entitlement forpamily Support and 
Preservation. As a result, we have an opportunity to provide an 
infusion of money, services, and ideas to a chil~ welfare system. 
that is no longer capable of meeting the needs of those it 
serves. 

As you know from your experience with the HIPPY program in 
Arkansas, Family Support and Preservation programs provide an 
innovative and proven response to the crisis that exists in the 
child welfare system. You have often spoken about the importance 
of investment in human capital, and I can think of no legislative
proposal that better invests in the health and welfare of the 
nation's children than Family Support and Preservation. 

I urge your continued leadership,to ensure that the Family 
,~upport and Preservation provisions remain in the budget

reconciliation packaqe. Thank you for your attention to this 

.attar. 


. sincerely, 

Gr~d~' 
Member of congress 

.-­
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 14, 1993 

The Honorable Wayne T. Gilchrest 
Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
412 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-2001 

Dear Congressman Gilchrest: 

Thank you for sharing with me your 
endorsement of Adrian Cronauer. I have 
forwarded your letter to our Personnel 
Division. 

Again, thank you for your interest. 

Sincerely, 

c~~ 
Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy 

CHR:ram 
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September 22, 1993 

Ms. Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant for Domestic Policy 
The White House 
West Wing, 2nd -Floor 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Rasco: 

I am writing to bring to your attention the credentials of Adrian Cronauer, who wishes to be 
considered for the nomination to the non-Democrat seat at the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Mr. Cronauer is an individual who possesses outstanding qualifications and reflects a high 
degree of competence and capability. He would certainly serve to be an asset to the Clinton 
Administration for he is a highly respected figure amongst representatives of both parties, the 
veterans community, as well as the general pUblic. 

Mr. Cronauer holds a law degree from the University of Pennsylvania, where he was editor 
of the Law Review, and has since gone on to 'great success as a comniqnications attorney. 
He has made numerous other contributions to the communications industry as well. Mr. 
Cronauer spent several years in the broadcast and ~dvertising management industry and has 
held the clerk position at the FCC, where he served under Commissioner Patricia Diaz­
Dennis. His experience is also buttressed by his,.strong commitment to local, community­
based communications efforts. He has served for many years ·for the Arlington Cabl~ TV 
Committee, as well as numerous advisory boards and panels including the Roanoke ACLU 
Board. His efforts have been most recently recqgniied by his receipt of such tri~utes as a 
prestigious New York Radio Festival Award and'the Ohio State Award. '. 

::.; 

As a tireless supporter and representative of veterans across the nation, Mr. Cronauer is also 
held in very high regard by the 'our servicemen and women. He has rarely turned down an 
opportunity to address the many'veterans groups who have enlisted his words of pride and 
inspiration in light of the release of the major motion picture, Good Morning Vietnam, which 
was based on accounts of Mr. Cronauer's war-time contributions as a disc-jockey in the 
midst of our efforts in Vietnam., Mr. Cronauer is Vice Chairman of the Vietnam Veterans 
Institute, a board-member of the National Vietnam Veterans Coalition and is a proud member 
of the Vietnam Veterans of American and the American Legion. . . . 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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Mr. Cronauer's prospects for nomination are also aided by' the bipartisan nature of his 
support which traverses party lines amongst many supporters that he currently has in both the 
House and the Senate~ including the Senators DeConcini, Kerry and Wooford. In the House, 
he has received the endorsement of Representatives Michel and Gingrich, as well as the 
support of Veteran Affairs Committee Chairman Sonny Montgomery. Mr. Cronauer's 
credentials are indeed well-documented and impressive. 

I believe that the nomination of Adrian Cronauer to the non-Democrat seat of the Federal 

Communications Commission would be a decision that would beneficial to the 

Administration. He is a person of unmistakable competence and character and I wish you 


. give him the highest degree of consideration for this position. 

I appreciate your consideration and please let me kpow if I can be of further assistance. 

ff~-rd~ 
.w:yJT.GilC~~-: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 


For Immediate Release 

September 22; 1993 


ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS 

U.S. Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 

9:10 P.M. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, members of Congress, 
distinguished guests, my fellow Americans. Before I begin my words tonight I would 
like to ask that we all bow in a moment of silent prayer for the memory of those who 
\vere killed and those who have been injured in the tragic train accident in Alabama 
today. (A moment of silence is observed.) Amen. 

My fellow Americans, tonight we come together to write a new chapter in the 
American story. Our forebears enshrined the American Dream -- life, liberty, the pursuit 
of happiness. Every generation of Americans has worked to strengthen that legacy, to 
make our country a place of freedom and opportunity, a place where people who work 
hard can rise to their full potential, a place where their children can have a better future. 

'/ . From the settling of the frontier to the landing on the moon, ours has been a 
continuous story of challenges defined, obstacles overcome, new horizons secured. That 
is what makes America what it is and Americans what we are. Now we are in atime of 
profound change and opportunity.· The end of the Cold War, the Information Age, the . 
global economy have brought us both opportunity and hope and strife and uncertainty. 

---;~ Our_purpose in this dynamic age must be to change -- to make change our friend and not 
<:.:-.~ --eur enemy. 

. To achieve that goal, we must face all our challenges with confidence, with 
faith, and with discipline -- whether we're reducing the deficit, creating tomorrow's jobs 
and training our people to fill them, converting from a high-tech defense to a high-tech . 
domestic economy, expanding trade, reinventing government, making our streets safer, or 
rewarding work over idleness. All these challenges require us to change. 

If Americans are to have the courage to charlge~i] a difl1cult time, 'Ne I'nust 
first ;)~secure in our most basic needs. Tonight I want to talk to you: about the most 
critical thing we can do to build ,that security. This health care system of ours is badly 
broken and it is time to fix it. (Applause.) 

Despite the dedication of literally millions of talented health care 
professionals, our health care is too uncertain and .too expensive, too bureaucratic and too 
wastefuL It has too much fraud and too much greed. 

At long last, after decades offalse starts, we must make this our most urgent 
'":0-''' _./ 
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priority, giving every American health security; health care that can never be taken away; 
health care that is always there. That is what we must do tonight. (Applause). 

On this journey, as on all others of true consequence, there will be rough 
spots in the road and honest disagreements about how we should proceed. After all, this 
is a complicated issue. But every successful journey is guided by fixed stars. And if we 
can agree on some basic values and principles we will reach this destination, and we will 
reach it together. 

So tonight I want to talk to you about the principles that I believe must 
embody our efforts to reform America's health care system -- security, simplicity, 
savings, choice, quality, and responsibility. 

When I launched our nation on this journey to reform the health care system I 
knew we needed a talented navigator, someone with a rigorous mind, a steady compass, a 
caring heart. Luckily for me and for our nation, I didn't have to look very far. 
(Applause.) . 

Over the last eight months, Hillary and those working with her have talked to 
literally thousands of Americans to understand the strengths and the frailties of this 
system of ours. They met with over 1.100 health care organizations. They talked with 
doctors and nurses, pharmacists and drug company representatives, hospital 
administrators. insurance company executives and small and large businesses. They 
spoke with self-employed people. They talked with people who had insurance and people 
who didn't. They talked with union members and older Americans and advocates for our 
children. The First Lady also consulted, as all of you know, extensively with 
governmental leaders in botl) parties in the states of our nation, and especially here on 
Capitol Hill. . 

Hillary and the Task Force received and read over 700,000 letters from 
ordinary citizens. What they VvTote and the bravery with whiCh they told their stories is 
really what calls us all here tonight. 

Every one of us knows someone who's worked hard and played by the rules 
and still been hurt by this system that just doesn't work for too many people. But I'd like 
to tell you about just one. 

Kerry Kennedy owns a small furniture store that employs seven people in 
Titusville, Florida. Like most small business owners, he's poured his heart and soul, his 
sweat and blood into that business for years. But over the last several years, again like 
most small business owners, he's seen his health care premiums skyrocket, even in years 
when no claims were made. And last year, he painfully discovered he coul.d no longer 
afford to provide coverage.forall his workers because his insurance comp'Inytflldhim 
that two of his workers had become high risks because of their advanced age. The 
problem was that those two people were his mother and father, the people who founded 
the business and still worked in the store. 

This story speaks for millions ofothers. And from them we have learned a 
powerful truth. We have to preserve and strengthen what is right with the health care 
system, but we have got to fix what is Mong with it. (Applause.) 



Now, we all know what's right. We're blessed with the best health care 
professionals on Earth, the finest health care institutions, the best medical research, the 
most sophisticated technology. My mother is a nurse. I grew up around hospitals. 
Doctors and nurses were the first professional people I ever knew or learned to look up to. 
They are what is right with this health care system. But we also know that, we can no ' 
longer afford to continue to ignore what is wrong. 

Millions of Americans are just a pink slip away from losing their health 
insurance, and one serious illness away from losing all their savings. Millions more are 
locked'into the jobs they have now just because they or someone in their family has once 
been sick and they have what is called the preexisting condition. And on any given day, 

. over 37 million Americans '-~ most of them working people and their little children -­
have no health insurance at all. " , 

And in spite of all this, our medical bills are growing at over twice the rate of 
inflation. and the United States spends over a third more of its income on health care than 
any other nation on Earth. And the gap is growing, causing many ofour compap.ies in 
global competition severe disadvantage. There is no excuse for this kind of system. We 
know other people have done better. We know people in our own country are doing 
bener. We have no excuse. My fellow Americans, we must fix this system and it has to 
begin with congressional action. (Applause.) 

I believe as strongly as I can say that we can reform the costliest and most 
wasteful system on the face of the Earth without enacting new broad-based taxes. , 
(Applause.) I believe it because of the conversations I have had with thousands of health 
care professionals around the country; with people who are outside this city, but are 
inside experts on the way this system works and wastes money. ' 

The proposal that I describe tonight borrows many of the principles and ideas 
that have been embraced in plans introduced by both Republicans and Democrats in this 
Congress. For the first time in this century, leaders of both political parties have joined 
together around the principle of providing universal, comprehensive health care. It is a 
magic moment and we must seize it. (Applause.) 

I want to say to all of you I have been deeply moved by the spirit of this 

debate, by the openness of all people to new ideas and argument and information. The 

American people would be proud to know that earlier this week when a health care 

university was held for members of Congress just to try to give everybody the same 

amount of information, over 320 Republicans and Democrats signed up and showed up 

for two days just to learn the basic facts ofthe complicated problem before us . 
. 

Both sides are willing to say we have listened to the people. We know: the 
cost of going forward with this system is far greater th~ the cost of change. Both sides, f 
think. understand the literal ethical imperative of doing something about the system we 
have now. Risingabove these difficulties and our past differehcesto solve this problem 
will go a long way toward defining who we are and who we intend to be as a people in 
this difficult and challenging era. I believe we all understand that. 

And so tonight, let me ask all of you -- every member of the House"every 
member of the Senate, each Republican and each Democrat -- let us keep this spirit and 
let us keep this commitment until this job is done. We owe it to the American people. 
(Applause.) 
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Now, if I might, I would like to review the six principles I mentioned earlier 
and describe how we think we can best fulfill those principles. 

First and most important, security. This principle speaks to the human 
misery, to the costs, to the anxiety we hear about every day -- all of us -- when people 
talk about their problems with the present system. Security means that those who do not 
now have health care coverage will have it; and for those who have it, it will never be 
taken away. We must achieve that security as soon as possible. 

Under our plan, every American would receive a health care security card that 
will guarantee a comprehensive package of benefits over the course ofan entire lifetime, 
roughly comparable to the benefit package offered by most Fortune 500 companies. This 
health care security card will offer this package of benefits in a way that can never be 
taken away. . . 

So let us agree on·this: ~hatever else we disagree on, before this Congress 

finishes its work next year, you will pass and I will sign legislation to guarantee this 

security to every citizen of this country. (Applause.) 


With this card, if you lose your job or you switch jobs, you're covered. If you 
leave your job to start a small business, you're covered. If you're an early retiree, you're 
covered. If someone in your family has, unfortunately, had an illness that qualifies as a 
preexisting condition, you're still covered. If you get sick or a member of your family 

.gets sick. even if it's a life threatening illness, you're covered. And if an insuranc~ 
company tries to drop you for any reason, you will still be covered, because that will be 
illegal. This card will give comprehensive coverage. It will cover people for hospital 
care, doctor visits, emergency and lab services, diagnostic services like Pap smears and 
mammograms and cholesterol tests, substance abuse and mental health treatment. 
(Applause.) 

And equally important, for both health care and economic reasons, this 

program for the first time would provide a broad range of preventive services including 

regular checkups and well-baby visits. (Applause.) 


Now, it's just common sense. We know-- any family doctor will tell you that 
people will stay healthier and long-term costs of the health system will be lower if we 
have comprehensive preventive services. You know how all of our mothers told us that 
an ounce of prevention was worth a pound ofcure? Our mothers were right. (Applause.) 
And it's a lesson, like so many lessons from our mothers, that we have waited too long to 
live by. It is time to start doing it. (Applause.) 

Health care s~curity must also apply to older Americans. This-is something I' 
imagine all of us in this room feel very deeply about. The first thing I want to say about 
that is that we must maintain the'Medicareprogram. It works to provide that kind of 
security. (Applause.) But this time and for the first time, I believe Medicare should 
provide coverage for the cost of prescription drugs. (Applause.) 

. Yes, it will cost some more in the beginning. But, again, any physician who 
deals with the elderly will tell you that there are thousands ofelderly people in every state 
who are not poor enough to be on Medicaid, but just above that line and on Medicare, 
who desperately need medicine, who makes decisions every week between medicine and 
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food. Any doctor who deals with the elderly will tell you that there are many elderly 
people who don't get medicine, who get sicker and sicker and eventually go to the doctor 
and wind up spending more money and draining m.ore money from the health care system 
than they would if they had regular treatment in the way that only adequate medicine can 
provide. . 

. I also believe that over time, we should phase in long-tenn care for the 
disabled and the elderly on a comprehensive basis. (Applause.) 

As we proceed with this health care refonn, we cannot forget that the most 
rapidly growing percentage of Americans are those over 80. We cannot break faith with 
them. We have to do better by them. . 

The second principle is simplicity. Our health care system must be' simpler 
for the patients and simpler for those who actually deliver health care -- our doctors, our 
nurses, our other medical professionals. Today we have more than 1,500 insurers, with 
hundreds and hundreds of different fonns. No other nation has a system like this. These 
forms are time consuming for health care providers, they're expensive for health care 
consumers, they're exasperating for anyone who's ever tried to sit down around a table 
and wade through them and figure them out. . ' 

The medical care industry is literally drowning in paperwork. In recent years, 
the number of administrators in our hospitals has grown by four times the rate that the 
number of doctors ,has grown. A hospital oughtto be a house of healing, not a monwnent 
to paperwork and bureaucracy. (Applause.) . 

Just a few days ago, the Vice President and I had the honor of visiting the 
Children'S Hospital here in Washington where they do wonderful; often miraculous things 
for very sick children. A nurse named Debbie Freiberg told us that she was in the cancer 
and bone marrow unit. The other day a little boy asked her just to stay at his side during 
his chemotherapy, And she had to walk away from that child because she had been 
instructed to go to yet another class to learn how to fill out another form for something 
that didn't have a lick to do with the health care of the children she was helping. That is 
wrong; and we can stopit, and we ought to do it. (Applause.) 

We met a very compelling doctor named Lillian Beard, a pediatrician, who 
said that she didn't get into her profession to spend hours and hours -- some doctors up to 
25 hours a week just filling out fonns. She told us she became a doctor to keep children 
well and to help save those who got sick. We can relieve people like her of this burden. 
We learned -- the Vice President and I did --that in the Washington Children's Hospital 
alone. the administrators told us they spend $2 million a year in one hospital filling out 
forms that have nothing whatever to do with keeping up with the treatment of the 
patients.­

And the doctors there applauded when I was told and Irelated to them that 
they spend so much time filling out paperwork, that if they .only had to fill out those 
paperwork requirements necessary to monitor the health of the children, each doctor on 
that one hospital staff -- 200 of them -- could see another 500 children a year. That is 
10.000 children a year. I think we can save money in this system if we simplify it. And 
we can make the doctors and the nurses arid the people that are giving their lives to help 
us all be healthier a whole lot happier, too, on their jobs. (Applause.) 
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Under our proposal there would be one standard insurance fonn ··not 
hundreds of them. We wril simplify also·· and we must·· the government's rules and 
regulations, because they are a big part of this problem. (Applause.) This is one of those 
cases where the physician should heal thyself. We have to reinvent the way we relate to 
the health care system, along with reinventing government. A doctor should not have to 
check with a bureaucrat in an office thousands of miles away before ordering a simple 
blood test. That's not right, and we can change it. (Applause.) And doctors, nurses and 
consumers shouldn't have to \vorry about the fine print. If we have this one simple fonn, 
there won't be any fine print. People will know what it means. 

The third principle is savings. Refonn must produce savings in this health 

care system. It has to. We're spending over 14 percent of our income on health care-· 


. Canada's at 10; nobody else is over nine. We're competing with all these people for the 
future. And the other major countries, they cover everybody and they cover them with 
services as generous as the best company policies here in this country. 

Rampant medical inflation is eating away at our wages, our savings, our 
investment capital, our ability to create new jobs in the private sector and this public 
Treasury. You know the budget we just adopted had steep cuts in defense, a five-year 
freeze on the discretionary spending, so critical to reeducating America and investing in 
jobs and helping us to convert from a defense to a domestic economy. But we passed a: 
budget which has Medicaid increases of between 16 and 11 percent a year over the next 
five years, and Medicare increases of between 11 and 9 percent in an envirorunent where 
we assume inflation will be at 4 percent or less. 

We cannot continue to do this. Our competitiveness, our whole economy, the 
integrity of the way the government works and, ultimately, our living standards depend 
upon our ability to achieve savings without harming the quality of health care. 

Unless we do this, our workers will lose $655 in income each year by the end 
of the decade. Small businesses will continue to face skyrocketing premiums. And a full 
third of small businesses now covering their employees say they will be forced to drop 
their insurance. Large corporations will bear vivid disadvantages in global competition. 
And health care costs will devour more and more and more of our budget. Pretty soon' all 
of you or the people who succeed you will be showing up here, and writing out checks for 
health care and interest on the debt and worrying about whether we've got enough 
defense, and that will be it, unless we have the courage to achieve the saving that are 
plainly there before us. Every state and local government will continue to cut back on 
everything from education to law enforcement to pay more and more for the same health 
care. 

These rising costs are a special nightmare for our small businesses --the 
engine of our entrepreneurship and our job creation inAmerica today. He~lth care 

. premiums for small businesses are 35 percent higher than those of large corporations 
today. And they will keep rising, at double-digit rates unless we act. 

So how will we achieve these savings? Rather than looking at price control, 
or looking away as the price spiral continues; rather than using the heavy hand of 
government to try to control what's happening, or continuing to ignore what's happening, 
we believe there is a third way to achieve these savings. First, to give groups of 
consumers and small businesses the same market bargaining power that large 
corporations and large groups of public employees now have. We want to let market . 
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forces enable plans to compete. We want to force these plans to compete on the basis of 
price and quality, not simply to allow them to continue making money by turning people 
away who are sick or old or performing mountains of unnecessary procedures. But we 
also believe we should back this system up with limits on how much plans can raise their 
premiums year in and year out, forcing people, again, to continue to pay more for the 
same health care, without regard to inflation or the rising population needs. 

We want to create what has been missing in this system for too long, and 

what every successful nation who has dealt with this problem has already had to do: to 

have a combination of private market forces and a sound public policy that will support 

that competition, but limit the rate at which prices can exceed the rate of inflation and 

population growth, if the competition doesn't work, especially in the early going. 
 . 

The second thing I want to say is that unless everybody is covered -- and this 
is a very important thing -- unless everybody is covered, we will never be able to fully put 
the breaks on health care inflation. Why is that? Because when people don't have any . 
health insurance, they still get health care, but they get it when it's too late, when it's too 
expensive, often from the most expensive place of all, the emergency room. Usually by 
the time they show up, their illnesses are more severe and their. mortality rates are much 
higher in our hospitals than those who have insurance. So they cost us more. 

And what else happens? Since they get the care but they don't pay, who does 

pay? All the rest of us. We pay in higher hospital bills and .higher insurance premiums. 

This cost shifting is a major problem. 


The third thing we can do to save money is simply by simplifying the system 

-- what we've already discussed. Freeing the health care providers from these costly and 

unnecessary paperwork and administrative decisions wiII save tens of billions of dollars. 

We spend twice as much as any other major country does on paperwork. We spend at 

least a dime onthe dollar more than any other major country. That is a stunning statistic. 

It is something that every Republican and every Democrat ought to be able to say, we 

agree that we're going to squeeze this out. We cannot tolerate this. This has nothing to 

do with keeping people well or helping themwhen they're sick. We should invest the 

money in something else. 


We also have to crack down on fraud and abuse in the system. That drains 

billions of dollars a year. It is a very large figure, according to every health care expert. 

I've ever spoken with. So I believe we can achieve large savings. And that large savings 

can be used to cover the unemployed uninsured, and will be used for people who realize 

those savings in the private sector to increase their ability to invest and grow, to hire new 

workers or to give their workers pay raiSes, many of them for the first time in years. 


Now, nobody has to take my word for this. You can ask Dr.K.oop. H~'s up 
here with us tonight, and I thank him for being here. (Applause.) Since he left his 
distinguished tenure as our Surgeon General, he has spent an enormous amount of time 
studying our health care system, how it operates, what's right and wrong with it. He says 

. we could spend $200 billion every year, more than 20 percent of the total budget, without 
sacrificing the high quality ofAmerican medicine. 

Ask the public employees in California, who have held their own premiums 

down by adopting the same strategy that I want every American to be able to adopt-­

bargaining. within the limits ofa strict budget. Ask Xerox, which saved an estimated 
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$1,000 per worker on their health insurance premium, Ask the staff of the Mayo Clinic, 
who we all agree provideS" some of the finest health care in the world. They are holding 
their cost increases to less than half the national average. Ask the people of Hawaii, the 
only state that covers virtually al1 of their citizens and has still been able to keep costs 
below the national average. . 

People may disagree over the best way to fix this system. We may all 
disagree about how quickly we can do what -- the thing that we have to do. But we 
cannot disagree that we can find tens of billions of dollars in savings in what is clearly the 
most costly and the most bureaucratic system in the entire world. And we have to do 
something about that, and we have to do it now. (Applause.) . 

The fo urth principle is choice. Americans believe they ought to be able to 
choose their own health. care plan and keep their own doctors. And I think all of us agree. 
Under any plan we pass, they ought to have that right. But today, under our broken 
health care system, in spite of the rhetoric of choice, the fact is that that power is slipping 
away for more and more Americans. 

Of course, it is usually the employer, not the.employee, 'who makes the initial 
choice of what health care plan the employee will be in. And if your employer offers 
only one plan, as nearly three-quarters of small or medium-sized firms do today, you're 
stuck with that plan, and the doctors that it covers. 

We propose to give every American a choice among high-quality plans. You 
can stay with your current doctor, join a network of doctors and hospitals, or join a health 
maintenance organization. If you don't like your plan, every year you'll have the chance 
to choose a new one. The choice will be left to the American citizen, the worker -- not 
the boss, and certainly not some government bureaucrat. 

We also believe that doctors should have a choice as to what plans they 
practice in. Otherwise, citizens may have their own choices limited. We want to end the 
discrimination that is now growing against doctors, and to permit them to practice in 
several different plans. Choice is important for doctors, and it is absolutely critical for 
our consumers. We've got to have it in whatever plan we pass. (Applause.) 

The fifth principle is quality. If we reformed everything else in health care, 
but failed to preserve and enhance the high quality ofour medical care, we will have 
taken a step backward, not forward. Quality is something that we simply can't leave to 
chance. \\!hen you board an airplane, you feel better knowing that the plane had to meet 
standards designed to protect your safety. And we can't ask any less of our health care 
system. 

Our proposal will create report cards on health plans, so that consumers can 
choose the highest quality health care providers and reward them with their business. At 
the same time~ our plan will track quality indicators, so that doctors can make better and 
smarter choices of the kind of care they provide. We have evidence that more efficient 
delivery of health care doesn't decrease quality. In fact, it may enhance .it. 

Let me just give you one example of one commonly performed procedure, the 
coronary bypass operation. Pennsylvania discovered that patients who were charged· 
$21,000 for this surgery received as good or better care as patients who were charged 
$84,000 for the same procedure in the same state. High prices simply don't always equal 



good quality; Our plan will guarantee that high quality infonnation is available is 
available in even the mosf remote areas of this country so that we can have high-quality 
service, linking rural doctors, for example, with hospitals with high-tech urban medical 
centers. And our plan will ensure the quality of continuing progress on a whole range of 
issues by speeding the search on effective prevention and treatment measures for cancer, 
for AIDS, for Alzheimer's, for heart disease, and for other chronic diseases. We have to 
safeguard the finest medical research establishment in the entire world. And we will do 
that with this plan. Indeed, we will even make it better. (Applause.) 

The sixth and final principle is responsibility. We-need to restore a sense that 
we're all in this together and that we all have a responsibility to be a part of the solution. 
Responsibility has to start with those who profit from the current system. Responsibility . 
means insurance companies should no longer be allowed to cast people aside when they 
get sick. It should apply to laboratories that submit fraudulent bills, to lawyers who abuse 
malpractice claims, to doctors who order unnecessary procedures. It means drug 
companies should no longer charge.three times more per prescription drugs made in 
America here in the United States than they charge for the same drugs overseas~ 
(Applause.) 

In short, responsibility should apply to anybody to abuses this system and 
drives up the cost for honest, hard-working citizens and undennines confidence in the 
honest, gifted health care providers we have. 

Responsibility also means changing some behaviors in this country that drive 
up our costs like crazy. And without changing it we'll never have the system we ought to 
have. We will never. 

Let me just mention a few and start with the most important -- the outrageous 
cost of violence in this country stem in large measure from the fact that this is the only 
country in the world where teenagers can rout the streets at random with semi-automatic 
weapons and be better anned than the police. (Applause.) 

But let's not kid ourselves, it's not that simple. We also have higher rates()f 
AIDS, ofsmoking and excessive drinking, of teen pregnancy, oflow birth weight babies. 
And we have the third worst immunization rate ofany nation in the western hemisphere. 
We have to change our ways if we ever really want to be healthy as a people and have an 
affordable health care system. And no one can deny that. (Applause.) 

But let me say this -- and I hope every American will listen, because this is 
not an easy thing to hear -- responsibility in our health care system isn't just about them, 
it's about you, it's about me, it's about each of us. Too many of us have not taken 
responsibility for our own . health care and for our own relations to th~_ health care system. 
Many of us who have had fully paid health care plans have used the system whether we 
needed it or not without thinking what the costs were. Many people who use this system 
don't pay a ' 
whether we needed it or not without thinking what the costs were. Many people who use 
this system don't pay a penny for their care even though they can afford to. I think those 
who don't have any health insurance should be responsible for paying a portion of their 
new coverage. There can't be any something for nothing, and we have to demonstrate 
that to people. This is not a free system. (Applause.) Even small contributions, as small 
as the $1 O-copayment when you visit a doctor, illustrates that this is something of value. 
There is a cost to it. It is not free. 



And I want to-tell you that I believe that all of us should have insurance. 
Why should the rest of us pick up the tap when a guy who doesn't think he needs 
insurance or says he can't afford it gets in an accident, winds up in an emergency room, 
gets good care. and everybody else pays? Why should the small businesspeople who are 
struggling to keep afloat and take care of their employees have to pay to maintain this 
wonderful health care infrastructure for those who refuse'to do anything? 

If we're going to produce a better health care system for every one of us, 
every one of us is going to have to do our part. There cannot be any such thing as a free 
ride. We have to pay for it. We have to pay for it. 

Tonight I want to say plainly how I think we should do that. Most of the 
money we will -- will come under my way of thinking, as it does today, from premiums 
paid by employers and individuals. That's the way it happens today. But under this 
health care security plan, every employer and every individual will be asked to contribute 
something to health care. 

This concept was first conveyed to the Congress about 20 years ago by 
President Nixon. And today, a lot of people agree with the concept of shared 
responsibility between employers and employees, and that the best thing to do is to ask 
every employer and every employee to share that. The Chamber of Commerce has said 
that, and they're not in the business of hurting small business. The American Medical 
Association has said that. 

Some call it an employer mandate, but I think it's the fairest way to achieve 
responsibility in the health care system. And it's the easiest for ordinary Americans to 
understand, because it builds on what we already have and what already works for so 
many Americans. It is the reform that is not only easiest to understand, but easiest to 
implement in a way that is fair to small business, because we can give a discount to help 
struggling small businesses meet the cost of covering their employees. We should 
require the least bureaucracy or disruption, and create the cooperation we need to make 
the system cost-conscious, even as we expand coverage, And we should do it in a way 
that does not cripple small businesses and low-wage workers. 

Every employer should provide coverage, just as three-quarters do now. 
Those that pay are picking up the tab for those who don't today. I don't think that's right. 
To finance the rest of reform, we can achieve new savings, as I have outlined, in both the 
federal government and the private sector, through better decision-making and increased 
competition. And we will impose new taxes on tobacco. (Applause.) 

I don'nhink ttlatshould be the only source of revenues. Ibelieve we should . 
also ask for a modest contribution from big employers who opt out of the system to make 
up for what those. who are in the,~ystem pay for medical research, for health education 
center, for all the subsidies to small business, for all the things that everyone else is 
contributing to. But between those two things, we believe we can pay for this package of 
benefits and universal coverage and a subsidy program that will help small business. 

These sources can cover the cost of the proposal that I have described tonight. 
We subjected the numbers in' our proposal to the scrutiny of not only all the major 
agencies in government -- I know a lot of people don't trust them, but it would be 
interesting for the American people to know that this was the first time that the financial 



experts on health care in all of the different government agencies have ever been required 
to sit in the room together-and agree on numbers. It had never happened before. 

But obviously, that's not enough. So then we gave these numbers to 
actuaries from major accounting firms and major Fortune 500 companies who have no 
stake in this other than to see that our efforts succeed. So I believe our numbers are good 
and achievable. 

Now, what does this mean to an individual American citizen? Soine will be 
asked to pay more. If you're an employer and you aren't insuring your workers at all, 
you'll have to pay more. But if you're a small business with fewer than 50 employees, 
you'll get a subsidy. If you're a firm that provides only very limited coverage, you may 
have to pay more. But some firms will pay the same or less for more coverage. 

If you're a young, single person in your 20s and you're already insured, your 
rates may go up somewhat because you're going to go into a big pool with middle-aged 
people and older people, and we want to enable people to keep their insurance even when 
someone in their family gets sick. But I think that's fair because when the young get 
older, they will benefit from it, first, and secondly, even those who pay a little more today 
will benefit four, five, six, seven years from now by our bringing health care costs closer 
to inflation. 

Over the long run, we can all win. But some will have to pay more in the 
short run. Nevertheless, the vast majority of the Americans watching this tonight will 
pay the same or less for health care coverage that will be the same or better than the 
coverage they have tonight. That is the central reality. (Applause.) 

If you currently get your health insurance through your job, under our plan 
you still will. And for the first time, everybody will get to choose from among at least 
three plans to belong to. If you're a small business owner who wants to provide health 
insurance to you family and your employees, but you can't afford it because the system is 
stacked against you, this plan will give you a discount that will finally make insurance 
affordable. If you're already providing insurance, your rates may well drop because we'll 
help you as a small business person join thousands of others to get the same benefits big 
corporations get at the same price they get those benefits. If you're self-employed, you'll 
pay less; and you will get to deduct from your taxes 100 percent ofyour health care 
premiums. (Applause.) 

If you're a large employer, your health care costs won't go up as fast, so that 
you will have more money to put into higher wages and new jobs and to put into the work 
of being competitive in this tough global economy .. 

. Now, these, my fellow Americans, are the principles on which I think we 
should base our efforts: security, simplicity, savings, choice, quality and responsibility. 
These are the guiding stars that we should follow on our journey toward health care 
reform. •. 

Over the coming months, you'll be bombarded with information from all 
kinds of sources. There will be some who will stoutly disagree with what I have 
proposed -- and with all other plans in the Congress, for that matter. And some of the 
arguments will be genuinely sincere and enlightening. Others may simply be scare tactics 
by those who are motivated by the self-interest they have in the waste the system now 
generates, because that waste is providing jobs, incomes and money for some people. 
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I ask you only to think of this when you hear all of these arguments: Ask 

yourself whether the cost of staying on this same course isn't greater than the cost of 

change. And ask yourself when you hear the arguments whether the arguments are in 

your interest or someone else's. This is something we have got to try to do together. 


I want also to say to the representatives in Congress, you have a special duty 
to look beyond these arguments. I ask you instead to look into the eyes of the sick child 
who needs care; to think of the face of the woman who's been told not only that her 
condition is malignant, but not covered by her insurance.' To look at the bottom lines of 
the businesses driven to bankruptcy by health care costs. To look at the "for sale" signs 
in front of the homes of families who have lost everything because of their health care 
costs. 

I ask you to remember the kind of people I met over the last year and a half -­
the elderly couple in New Hampshire that broke down and cried because of their shame at 
having an empty refrigerator to pay for their drugs; a woman who lost a $50,000-job that 
she used to support her six children because her youngest child was so ill that she couldn't 
keep health insurance, and the only way to get care for the child was to get public 
assistance; a young couple that had a sick child and could only get insurance from one of 
the parents' employers that was a nonprofit corporation with 20 employees, and so they 
had to face the question of whether to let this poor person with a sick child go or raise the 

. premiums of every employee in the firm by $200. And on and on and on. 

I know we have differences ofopinion, but we are here tonight in a spirit that 
is animated by the problems of those people, and by the sheer knowledge that if we can . 
look into our heart, we will not be able to say that the greatest nation in the history of the 
world is powerless to confront this crisis. (Applause.) 

Our history and our heritage tell us that we can meet this challenge. 

Everything about America's past tells us we will do it. So I say to you, let us write that 

new chapter in the Americru;t story. Let us guarantee every American comprehensive 

health benefits that can never be taken away. (Applause.) 


In spite of all the work we've done together and all the progress we've made, 
there's still a lot of people who say it would bean outright miracle if we passed health . 
care reform. But my fellow Americans, in a time ofchange, you .have to have miracles. 
And miracles do happen. I mean,just a few days ago we saw a simple handshake shatter. 
decades of deadlock in the Middle East. We've seen the walls crumble in Berlin and 
South Africa. We see the ongoing braver struggle of the people of Russia to seize 
freedom and democracy. 

And now, it is our turn to strike a blow for freedom in this country. The 
freedom of Americans to live without fear that their own nation's health care system 
won't be there for them when they need it. It's hard to believe that there was once a time 
in this century when that kind of fear gripped old age. When retirement was nearly 
synonymous with poverty, and older Ainericans died in the street. That's unthinkable 
today, because over a half a century ago Americans had the courage to change -- to create 
a Social Security system that ensures that no Americans will be forgotten in their later . 
years. 

Forty years from now, our grandchildren will also find it unthinkable that 
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there was a time in this country when hardworking families lost their homes, their 
. savings, their businesses, tost everything simp\ybecause. their children got sick or 
because they had to change jobs. Our grandchildren will· find such things unthinkable 
tomorrow if we have the c9urage to change today. 

This is our chance. This is our journey. Andwhen our work is done, we will 
know that we have answered the call of history and met the challenge of our time. 

Thank you very much. And God bless America. (Applause.) 

. END 10:02 P.M. EDT 
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