THE WHITE HOUSE

~ WASHINGTON
August 10, 1993

”\ﬁ/ﬁgsmonANDuu FOR RUDY DELEON, CHIEF OF STAFF
/ DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

KEVIN THURME, CHIEF OF STAFF o )(D
' DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
' GABBY HARTNETT, CHIEF OF STAFF (1LLL£1£%; {) —
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS \\?’ ‘ :

FROM:

' Carol H. Rascoﬁy&gsistant to the Presi r A

Domestic Policy _ , JLL@FJ:

Section 707 of P.L. 102-585 | ' f§1%J\012;:ﬁ£éﬁﬁ)
ob 4%

Throughout recernit weeks there has been a great deal of discussion R@ﬁk
back and forth between your departments and the White House

regarding Section 707 of P.L. 102-585. This law calls for the W&\
designation of a "head of an appropriate department or agency of “Xk}ﬁy

SUBJECT:

the Federal Government to coordinate all research activities
undertaken or funded by the Executive Branch of the Federal
Government on the health consequences of military service in the
Persian Gulf theater of operations during the Persian Gulf War."

I am requesting that the three of you (or your designees as you
may choose) meet and recommend to me a consensus designation for
the "head" as well as plan of action which allows for the
appropriate involvement of all three departments.

I would appreciate a reply jointly signed by the close of
business Wednesday, August 18.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

cc: Christine Varney
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Washington DC 20420 @@UQ)\O\N\ M
AUGUST 20, 1993 RIS M‘QM

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs

SUBJECT: Public Law 102-585, Section 707
ACTION-FORCING EVENT: Public Law 102-585, Section 707

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: The law requires that the
President designate "the head of an appropriate
department or agency of the Federal Government to
coordinate all research activities undertaken or funded
by the Executive Branch of the Federal Government on
the health consequences of military service in the
Persian Gulf theater of operations during the Persian
Gulf war." N

The Departments of Defense, Health and Human Services,

and Veterans Affairs have agreed that the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs should serve as the coordinator.

RECOMMENDATION: Designation of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs as the coordinator.

DECISION:

v///;pprove ___ Approve as amended ___ Reject No action
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August 31, 1993



