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THE: WH IT.E: HOUSE: 

" WASH I NGTON 

March 11, 1996,' 

PRIVILE~ED ~ CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I ,', 

JACK QUINN__._-,"-·-··-~--·'·H -c···..:-- ..--~--_.~__.. , ... :....FROM: 
. 	 .-.......
---... 

RE: e:';TI!, ~'rSOC;rbI, SECUl~U'),:MA~ 

You inquired recently about the status' of the Judith Hart 
Social security matter, and why the united states, had oppoped, in 
court, Judith Hart's efforts to obtain benefits. You will recall 
that this matter concerns whether Social Securi1;:.y benefits.sho:uld 
be paid to a four year old girl, conceived after her father's 
death through use of frozen sperm. 

We had, in fact, il1structed the Departmentpf Justice to 
work with the Social Security Administration to settle this issue, 
favorably to the claimant and to set in motion, ,with the 
Department of Health and Human services, appropr,iate policy 
changes. That instruction was not conveyed to the necessary 
people in a timely fashion. 

After inquiring further about this, we have' now been' 
informed that th~ Social security Administration will grant full' 
pay benefits to Judith Hart. The' Justice Department therefore 
will move the court to dismiss the" case as moot. Additionally , 
the social Security Administration, the Justice Department, .the 
Domestic Policy co/unCil, and our office will examine the legal
and policy issues aris' ng from this matter.' j 

cc: 	 Carol Rasco . '~ .;..c -' . 
Kitty Higgins , 

., I . 



" , 	 ' 

• 	 HUD Delivers Ultimatum to Slumlord in Cleveland: On February 23, HUD gave a ,! 

Cleveland non-profit group, NOAH, Inc. (Neighbors Organized for Action in Housing, Iqc.) 
72 hours to correct health. and safety violations at six Cleveland-area housing developme~ts, , 
and no more than 30 days to correct all violations offederal housing quality standards. i 

I ' 
i 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POLICY ;,\" 

, '.' 	 , " . ,. ,,' ,,'.. l 
• 	 Key'Department News: General McCaffrey was confinned by the Senate on'February 29 as 

the Director of the Office of National\ Drug, Control PolicY. He will be sworn in privately on 
March, 1, ,with a public ceremony on March 6, with, the President and Justice Ginsburg. I 

, 	 I 

White House Conference: The WhiteHouse Conference on Youth, Drug Use, and Violbnce 
will take place on ,March 7, at Eleanor Roosevelt High School in Greenbelt, MD. A I 
,welcoming reception will take place ,at the White House, on the, evening of M~~h 6. ' I ' . 

, 	 ,,'. 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

• 	 , Deputy Administrator Nominee: You approved Ginger Lew as his nominee for Deputy! 
Administrator for the SBA; She will begin acting in her new position in mid-March and : 
begin the confinnation process. ' \ 

VETERANS AFFAIRS 	 ' 
\ 

I , 
I 

• 	 .Budget-Driven,Reduction in Force Impacts VHA Headquarters: February 24 marked !the 
, effective date of the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) headquarters Reduction in Force 

(RIF) personnel actions: ' VHA'issued letters of Proposed Separation to 133 employees ~d 
, ' I

Notices ofReassignment or Change-to Lower Grade' to 118 employees on December 14, I 

1995. .yA set up a .~areer Transition Center ~o help. dis~laced employees identify sUitable\! 
plaCement Opporturutles, and were successful m findmg Jobs for many. ' , 

, , .' , , ' , ' ' \ 

• 	 VA Establishes Internet,Home Page:, On February 23, VA came "on-line" with its I , 
customer service section of the V A Home Page on the Internet. The purpose for establishing 
an agency home page' was to: l)pr9vide citizens 'access to the agency.'s customer service ! 

standards; 2) publicize, an agency Presidential Vanguard Commitment; and 3) offer'customers 
an outline feedback mechanism. i 

Hart Case in Federal Court:' On Febniary 28, the Federal district court in New Orleans 
heard oral argument in a case involving a child and a motl:ler who were..d.enied Social i 

'l' Security benefits because the child' was con~eivedthree months after the worker'S death. "T:he 
\t\ worker had his spenn frozen, and over. three months after his death, Ms. Hart underwent ai, 

1<a"gamete intrafallopian transfer" procedure under which her ova werefertilized using the . 
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worker's spenri'and then implanted 'in her. This resulted in a pregn8J1,cy and the birth of 
Judith liart onJun~A, 1991. The plaintiff and her mother contend'that the denial of . 
survivor's benefits to a. child conceived after the worker's death is unconstitutionaL 

• 	 Investigation of Death Row Inmate Receiving Social 'Security Benefits: SSA is 1 

investigating the recent discovery of a prisoner on death row in California who has receiveO. 
Social Security disability benefits in violation of the law for up to 14 years. William aoni~ 
was executed on 2123/9.6. Upon receiving the death certificate; SSA discovered'that Bonini 
had been receiving checks ata bank in Los Angeles (possibly totaling $70,000 - $75,000). 1 

Commissioner Chilter haS asked for an investigation, including the seizure of any assets. \, 
Preliminary review of his records indicate that infonnation received in 1990 should have been 
. . ed 	 . Imvestlgat..' ., .. . '.' i . 

! 
DEPARTMENT QF INTERIOR 

I , 	 I 

• 	 Grazing: Sen. Domenici has led a Republican effort to overturn the Administration's ~g 
program and legislate'it to an elevated status among all public land uses. Sen. Baucus is the 
only Democrat thus far to join him. Hunters, fish-ennen, and other outdoors and' . \. 
environmental groups are opposed to the' Domenici effort. Interior believes the ,. , 
Administration .program is working, that Domenici will not move without measurable ' \ 
Democratic support, that the next few weeks are critical, and that the President's best interest 
is served by no Senate action. ' ,. '\ ' 

• 	 Cbesapeake ~nd Ohio' Canal: .The. Department iS,planning several events re:volving ·aroun~ 

the C&O Canal restoration: Private fundraising for restoration totals $500,000. On March I 

18, MD Governor Glendening, SecretarY Pefia and Secretary Babbitt will create a statelfedeJ:al 

canal interagency task fQrce coordinating Maryland's restoration work: The First Lady may!. 

dedi~ate and celebrate the reopertingof a portion of the C~O Canal.' \ 


. " 	 ' , " , I 
'. Travel Update: Secretary Babbitt will be travelling ,to Orlando, FL on March 2, to particp~te 

in the Sl John's River' celebration with Lt. Governor MacKay. In conjunction with tbe- i 
President's environmental sp~ech in NJ,SecretaryBabbittwill be travelling to Baton Rouge~ 

, LA and possibly TexaS for the next 'leg of the "National Heritage Tours." 	 \ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 
I 

\ 

• 	 House Passes Farm Bill: On Thursday, the House passed Cluiimlan Roberts' Freedom to \ 
Farm legislation (H.R. 2854) ~y a vote of 270 to 155., DUring floo.r consideration of the bil~, 

.. 	 the House adopted the followmg amendments: an amendment that mcluded many of thei . 
conservation provisions already incorporated into· the Senate-passed version; an amendment ~o 
refonn export andfood assistance programs; and 8J1.. amendment to provide $200' million fOfi . 
the Everglades. During consideration of the biB, the House. rejected Democratic motion . I 

which woul9, have included a modified version of the Freedom to Fann. program; additional! 
" 
I 

I, 
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