: Mr. Frank Warner
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. Dear Mr;¢Warner'

K
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S T';HE‘WHI,"I"'IV-_" HOUSE

WASHINGTON. . o ¢

VoS . U

May 24, 1995

S

L

Co-Director
‘Liberals Are For Two Parent Famllles
565. Kline Avenue ,
Pottstown, 19465

KRN

Thank you for your letter suggestlng that the federal government -
sponsor -an educational campaign to highlight the benefits of a
"stable family. . I share your deep concern. for the State of
Amerlca s famllles. ST P Lo . . »
With 1ncrea31ng 1n01dence of teen pregnancy and dlvorce rates it
is critical that organizations like yours encourage adolescent
and parental respon81b111ty. As President Clinton has’ stated,

"We can't renew .our country until we realize that governments
don 't ralse children, parents do. o L ‘ , "

I have forwarded your recommendatlons to my staff for further' :
.review.. Thank you for writing, and I commend your: organlzatlon s

- efforts to promote a new generatlon of healthy Amerlcan famllles
"and frlendshlps. . S o :

‘Sincerely, ‘

‘Carol H.- asco
Assistant to the. Pre51dent L L
for Domestlc Pollcy - L

cc: ‘Bruce Reed B e SR

. P ) - . t
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THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF ‘BOMESTIC POLICY

CAROL H. RASCO
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

Draft response for POTUS.
and forward to CHR by: __ °

Diraft response for CHR by: 15&%&__
Please reply directly to the wule‘m
copy to CHRy by j ' !

Let’s discuss:

Please advise by:

For your information:

Reply using form coder__ "\’"&“91 E { l (! ‘E {[2 @{ 4 t,

Fiie:

Suwc copy to {original to CHR): _

S(,hech le?: [T Accept

Designee to attend:

Remarks:
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- April 18, 1995

Mr. Frank Warner

Co-Director

Liberals Are For Two-Parent Families
565 Kline Avenue

Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19465

Dear Mr Warner:

Thank you for your letter suggesting that the federal
government sponsor a campaign to highlight the benefits of a

stable family. I appreciate your contacting my office with your
ideas and suggestions.

To give your recommendation the proper attention, I have
taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to the Domestic
Policy Council for review. You can be assured that your ideas
will receive the appropriate consideration.

* Thank you again for taklng the time toiwrite.

Sincerely,

~ /

cc: Domestic Policy Council

LEP/tab



LIBERALS ARE FOR TWO PARENT FAMILIES
; 565 Kline Avenue ’
a Pottsiown, P: 19465 o , -
. . . (610) 326-8472. A . o ‘ ,
o o B3

February 6;‘1995”o

Leon Panetta

" Chief of Staff
‘The White House - . ‘
Washlngton D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Panetta, I ‘f‘. T .

leerals Are for Two-Parent Famllles is a'research and educatlon :
‘group, founded in August 1993 and dedicated to applying the liberal
concepts of generosity, responsmblllty and - 1ntelllgence to. promote a
new’ generatlon(of healthy Amerlcan famllles

Today we are recommendlng ha; the federcl government undertake a
‘massive and permanent campaign, in televised messages every day, to

seducate adolescents about what bullds a friendshi what makes a

2

We recommend: that the - campalgn on frlendsth and famllles each year
broadcast $1 bllllon worth of pub11c1§erv1ce announcements.

We suggest- that. this effort use’as a model the Baltlmore based
Campaign for Our Children (120 West Fayette Street, Suite. 1200,
Baltimore, MD 21201-3741, Phone 410-576-9015). Campalgn for Our
Children has a well-balanced, liberal approach in television and
other media,” to encourage adolescent and parental respon31b111ty

- The founders of leerals Are for Two Parent. Famllles are Mlke Contos,
an adoptive father and Philadelphia assistant public defender; Tonl
Wade, a mother and former Newspaper Guild union organizer; and I, a
Blg Brother and former Washlngton D.C. based researcher for Ralph
Nader , ,

Liberals are for the little guy, and the 11ttle g1r1 too. . ‘Liberals

- are for giving children the best chance for growth and happlness
5 leerals are for two- parent famllles

Slncerely, j. 4

Frank Warner , o ST ) . o :
Co-director . - R : . i N
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From a report of

CAMPAIG‘N FOR OUR CHILDREN
120 West Fayette Street, Sulte 1200
Baltimore, MD 21201 - T
. (410) 576 - 9015 ‘ S

Campalgn For our Chlldren was 1n1t1ated in 1987 to reduce the
incidence of teenage pregnancy in Maryland by promoting the
continuation of sexual abstlnence among-pre- sexually active
chlldren

To accompllsh that goal, a comprehensive, five-year multi-
dimensional "pilot" program was developed to integrate the ef- -
forts of a mass media advertising and public relations campaign
‘with school programs and counsellng to influence and change-
attitudes about sex among 9- to 14- year old chlldren

A first-of-its- klnd program, Campalgn for Our Children is a joint
effort of Maryland's public and private sectors with fundlng
coming from both. Establlshed .as a. prlvate, non-profit corpora-
tion, it has grown through the ‘cooperative efforts of Maryland
Governor William Donald Schaefer and the Maryland Departments of-
Health and Mental Hyglene, Juvenile Services, Human Resources,

* Education, and the Governor's Counc1l on Adolescent Pregnancy

4

h‘Campalgn For Our Children works because it is a. cooperatlve

.effort of the public and private sectors ... so our messages are
everywhere We utilize mass media- advertising, aggressive media
relations, active in-school programs and public health outlets toJ
get our. abstlnence message through to kids who are not yet sex-
. ually active.. The materials. we use are focused on reachlng four
‘;key target groups , o .} - « :
To chlldren the theme is "You can go farther when you don't go.
. all the way." This is the underlying message on all our materi-
- als, which focus on goal settlng, self- esteem and relatlonshlp
’ _bulldlng :

A dlfferent yet Just as effectlve, approach to reach males is |
"You play. You pay." The -responsibility of fatherhood is made .
palnfully obv1ous in the materlals developed for thls audlence.

“Just-as’ 1mportant as . reaching the children is’‘the: need to educate'
parents and adults.’ The theme of the messages to th;s group is.
"kids can go farther if they .don't go.all the way " We encourage
‘parents to talk to their kids about sex. SR

‘The final message is targeted at communlty leaders Unfortunate~"
ly, teen pregnancy as a social issue is often given a low priori-
ty Our campalgn promotes the message "It all starts here " ’

We have worked hard to develop good - relatlonshlps with the medla
in-Maryland with terrific results. Our highly intrusive and ’
: sometlmes controver31al telev1sron and radlo commercxals really

i
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have an impact on both teens and adults:. And the support of

- outdoor and transit advertisers, billboards and bus signs make
our messages ‘that’ much stronger and’ more visible.

~'W1th the support of the Board of Educatlon, School Superintend- .
ents, the PTA, School Principals and Health Educators, Campaign
For Our Children has developed lesson plans, educational videos:
-and posters targeted for the middle schools. A recent survey

. shows that our posters can be found in virtually every middle .
.school in Maryland and the majorlty of ‘the countles utilize our
lesson plans L : o :
Publlc health outlets are the other focus for the dlstrlbutlon of .
our materials. We make our posters and other materials available
to all health professionals, &ounselors, in-school clinics, teen -
cllnlcs and other programs geared toward healthy teens

In 1989 the Department ‘of Health conducted research among ‘middle

~~ school students and teachers. The results showed 94% were aware
. of Campaign For- Our Children's materials and could repeat some of

the messages and slogans verbatim. . More importantly, 75% of the
‘students reported ‘that "CFOC helped them talk with their parents
" on topics of sex, family life, and other related issues. The
national average for such d15cussmons within that age group is:

"“only 20% .

1990 brought the flrst news of actual drops in blrths to teens in
the State of Maryland. Lemmel Middle School in Baltimore City, a
~pilot school for Campaign Por Our" Children programs, reported a
75% drop in teen pregnancies. No pregnanc1es were reported among
sixth and seventh graders and only two in the eight grade became -
‘pregnant, compared to. the prevmous ‘year when elght pregnanc1es

. were reported. . :

By . the end of 1991, the Maryland“Departmeht of Health released

'~ data -on pregnancies and birth rates for 1989 and 1990. These =
statistics showed 'a 10.6% drop in births to teen mothers in =~ °
VBaltlmore City and an overall drop in the entire state of Mary-
land ... 1mpre391ve percentages especially when compared to a
national increase in sexual activity among the nation's teenage
girls durlng the same. time perlod :

'Campalgn For Our Chlldren is a proven, successful program The
research and statistics show that. we have so far helped redice
“the burden of teen pregnancy on Maryland taxpayers by at least
$46 million in State and Federal programs
Slnce ‘the. program began, requests for 1nformatlon have been
‘received from every U.S. State plus Bermuda, Guam, the U.S.
Virgin Islands and several Canadian Provinces. The program has
been adopted in part in the States of Arkansas, Virginia, New
Jersey, New York Kentucky, Tennessee and IllanlS.

-
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Liberals Are fpr Two-Parent Families

February~ 1;995A

: . y
Freedom . 1s born of families, of chrldren, liberalism and Iéve. When the Amencan family is -
healthy and strong, our democracy is at its best.. When the Amencan family weakens, our nation’s

freedom falters and hope fades for a democratic ﬁxture

~ Almost every American boy and’ glrl today has two lmng parents and yet for the first time in
* American memory the average newborn in this nation is unlikely to spend a full childhood with both.a
. father and a mother. Many of our children hurt. For nsnng numbers of our daughters and sons, “
chnldhood is no longer the foundation of life and hberly in this land it is an ordeal. .

No war, no famine, no disease brought on_this SOrTOw. Our famllres fractured and fragmented -
-after decades of disregard for the liberal vrrtues of generosrty, responsrblhty and mtelhgenee ‘

"Today, the truth is, onl hberals can rescue our families. With liberal leadershxp, Amenca can

" begtn building a new generation of healthy families, liberal farmhes in-which fathers and mothers work .
: together to make good homes for thelr chrldren '

/

S e

As hberals, we can call on sxngle parents mamed parents and all other Americans in the

* _common cause of bettenng the lives of today’s children and fostenng the conditions that give the next

 American generatron the best chance m the, world to grow up in the loving care of their fathers and
mothers. " : :

' Conservatlves can’t do it. When oonservatlves talk about famihes, they too often poison the . -
" debate with narrow religious beliefs that many Americans don’t share, or with such i issues as abortron
that dmde and distract, or wuth ngrd rules that leave no_room to be human. *

Conservatxsm tends to behttle smgle parents as if they are bad parents as if they hurt chlldren '
as if they aren’t working hard when in fact the vast majonty of. smgle parents do only good for their
chlldren . :

Conservansm ulnmately rests on a false individualism that owes nothtng to anyone but the self ’

and has llttle to offer the weak or the helpless .

Conservatlsm tends to organize resources around the Wall Street 1cleal of short-term profit,

rather than to plan thoughtfully for future generat:ons .

Conservatism ‘tends to see the raxsmg of chlldren as a woman’s work and the father s work as’
somewhere outsrde the home : ~

v

Conservattsm tends to oppose any serious study of human sexual behavror for fear it mrght
reveal that some Amencans actually have sex outsxde mamage :

Conservatism tends to ignore ‘the root causes of vrolence but chooses instead to walt until’
vrolence occurs and ‘then to punish the violence thh more violence. - o ,

1

Conservatlsm lmphes by its precepts ‘that mamages are s0 sacred that each partner must live

with even a violent. spouse

1



.

S Mo

, say nothmg
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Conservatwes fear. talkmg w1th adolescents about sexuality. , So when conservatives theorize
about Just saying no- to premature sex, they don’ t ever dehver their message to teenagers They Jjust

T

leerallsm has a better way Liberalism bases family chouces on the facts of life. And the ﬁrst
fact is that each mother and father is important. »

There is somethmg'good about a mother. She dreams about what she can give a child and -
commits to a lifetime of giving. With love and care, she nurtures her daughters and sons, and spends

lots of time with them. She provides for their. emotional and physical needs. She teaches them the
~value of honesty, leammg, hard work and sharing. She limits their risky behavior and assures them
“there is no limit to their creative potential. For her daughters and sons, she is a specxal model of

womanhood a powerful example of kmdness s&ength and love in action.

! 'I‘here xs‘somethmg goocl about a father. He dreams about what he can give a c_hild and

- commits to'a lifetime of giving. With love and care, he nurtures his daughters and sons, and spends

lots of time with them. He ‘provides for their emotional and physical needs. He teaches them the value
of honesty, learning, hard work ‘and sharing. He limits their risky behavior and assures them there is = - .
no limit to their creative potential. ‘He is equal to the mother in importance to his children.” For his . -
sons and daughters, he is a specnal model of manhood a powerful example of kmdness strength and

love in action.’ : ,} i

When a father and mother work together as parents in love, their chtldren have the best chanoe

‘ to grow up healthy, educated and prepared for the challenges of adulthood

- Children face srgmﬁcantly mcreased risks when they grow up absent one parent or the other, .

- .and especially high risks when they have never had two parents.: Yet, through. extraordinary effort,
' many single parents steer clear of the risks to their children. These parents are modern-day heroes,

beating the odds for their daughters and sons. In their w1sdom and expenence ltes the hope for

o mllhons of Amencan chtldren - !

Better than any of us, smgle parents know that the smgle—parent workload is unwneldy for most ,
adults, and overwhelming for most adolescents. Single parents also know that, in general, it’s more:

'dafﬁcult for one parent to raise a family than for two cooperating partners. Virtually no single parent .

hopes a child will grow up to find a partner who would abandon the next generatron And virtually
every single parent has- good ideas to make famrhes better r -

. That s why smgle parents must be mvolved in a loving transition, to the new Amencan family. .
Smgle parents know something about what works and what doesn’t.” Mothers and fathers in two-parent

y ~famxhes know raising. ch:ldren isn’t easy. Single parents know the struggle twrce as well

A Our families need help No soc1ety can thnve no nation can long survive, where year after

A year the lives of children depend on parents making superhuman éfforts. In too many families,
‘extraordinary burdens are unmanageable Harm is done. Lives are lost. A nation needs families,

healthy two-parent famllles, in whlch relatlvely ordmary effort sucoeeds for chtldren And it needs

E -hberals forever makmg ‘that case.

leerals embrace smgle parents as the strength of many Amerlcan famlhes At the same time,
we recogmze with stralghtfowvard facts, that chtldren wrth two parents generally have lower risks ‘in
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their lives. Whether 1t is the unique interplay of a father and mother or the simple mathematrcs that
two.is more than one, or a combmatton of complex factors, a two-parent famnly has real advantages.

" No- family s perfect, and even the best planned famrly has troubles Some parents separate out

- of neeessrty ‘Some die before their children know them. All children have'challenges. But in a

society based on friendship and peace -every child can at least. start life with a father and mother untted ‘

.in comrmtted love

P

‘l . We hberals want a socxety of fnendshtp and peace and we know it begins w1th strong famxl:es X

Families have meplaceable parts to play for. the socral good. .
(

| The family is the first school and parents are the first teachers Chtldren whose parents
actively nurture the joy of discovery are likely to apply . their energies to leammg Parents are in the -

best posmon to transform a chtld’s natural cunosrty into a healthy sptnt of inquiry and mventlon

* America’s schools nwd to do better for our chtldren, but teachets can’t do the job alone:
~Teachers 'would work so many more miracles if all children came to school each day primed and
prepared to learn. Learnmg flourishes when parents read to their children, set aside time for their

children’s homework,, talk with their chtldren s. teachers and remmd their chlldren of the good they can

do with knowledge !

 In the education of /children,two loving'parents\fhave an advantage over one. Almost
‘everywhere, the parent-pupil ratio is more significant than the teacher-pupil ratio in determining a

 child’s academic success. Children from two-parent families are less likely to drop out of school and

more likely to do well at their studies. Chlldren benefit from the’ educattonal coahtlon of a father and a -
mother . . . ‘

;

”Thelfam'tly is the pﬁmary protector 1t defends children from harm, and instructs them on
the importance of maintaining a healthy ‘body and mind. Itisa medtator, a buffer, -a defense against-
abuses by govemment, corporatrons and institutions. » -

The family teaches children how to avord cnme and it mstrlls in them the pnncnples of

’ honesty, decency and respect for the nghts of 'others.

Keepmg children out of crime is a challenge for any fam:ly, but it is generally less dtfﬁcult for
two parents than for one. Children in two-parent families are significantly less likely than others to. .
have emotxonal and behavroral problems, or to find themselves in institutions. for Juvemle offenders. -

As two-parent families became scarcer in Amenca from 1965 to 1990 juvenilé violence soared. "
’Our nation saw a quadruplmg in the rate of murders: committed by children 10 to 17 years old. ‘Many

| . of these children had no’parents to speak of, and many were killing other chtldren For boys and grrls

America became one of the most dangerous plaoes on Earth

The family is the best crime fighter; the best peaoekeeper With'healthy families, tv’e‘can start
closmg prisons and Openmg mmds ' ‘ - S o

_ The farmly is the first economy In the famtly, chtldren leam how resources are divided, how
important saving is, how. investment has its risks and rewards. The family teaches the connections
‘between hard work and progress, between educatton and a fulﬁllmg vocation. Famtlres also.drive the

-~
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Many smgle parents have great success in brmgmg up thelr children free from want. Neverthe-

“less, a » mother and father. together are likely to have more time and resources than one- parent. A child

in a single-parent family is several trmes more. hkely than a Chlld in a two-parent family to hve a

" childhood mpoverty : S S -

For their nurturing of children’s minds, strong familiés are vital to the nation’s economic

progress. More than half of all new jobs in the twenty- -first century will require at least some ‘education -
“beyond high school.: Our chlldren wrll need more farmly support than-ever to reach thé higher leaming

.levels of the mformatron age.

Money will never buy happiness, and no rational economy will ever encourage consnmptron for

‘the sake of consumption. But if Americans are to be' in a,position to fight poverty at home and abroad,

our natlon needs ‘healthy. famrhes to keep us economtcally strong - . :

The famrly is the foundanon of mdmduallsm. Depnved of famrly, a child is depnved of
mdlvrduahty - Without a family, a child cannot.develop the confidence, the trust and the. independence

~of a full individual. Without a family, a child is. more hkely to view the world with fear and distrust,

more llkely to feel dependent on the approval of others Coe —

. A ch:ld wrthout a family is a des;:erate follower, too ready to accept anyone’s suggestion for a
substitute to love, too eager to clmg to aimless, vrolent gangs too trmrd to stand up, alone if necessary,

“for personal principle. -

Only a family can aceept fully the precrous umqueness of each of its members. Only a strong

\ family can enable a person to be brilliantly. different from everyone .else. Healthy families celebrate _
each chrld’s speclal role in makmg a better world. Healthy famnlres ﬁ'ee children to be themselves S

J
H

The family is the foundation of democracy In the most dlrect way, happy chlldhoods

.prepare children for good citizenship. Americans brought up in love and learning are more likely to - "

debate issues conﬁdently, to cast votes mtelhgently and to respect inalienable nghts naturally

EY

On the strength of their- fam:hes, citizens can accept harmless drfferences among people wrth

trust and cheer. rather than hostility and fear. On the strenigth of their families, citizens can speak the-

voice of reason at town-halls, at caprtols, m jury rooms in courtrooms, on the streets and on the © ~

mformatlon hlghways RIS . e - "

oS

A free socrety depends-on the optrmrsm enhghtenment and mvolvement of aJl its people Ina .-
‘ democracy, every American needs. the emotional and intellectual tools that strong famrlres provide. .

With all they oﬁ‘er, healthy famrhes are the lrberal cause’ of the 19903 and the twenty-ﬁrst

century. This is a movement for’ pioneers, so forget tradition, Liberals will not call for a return toa -
 family -of the past, when children were fi rst, but women were last, or when adults were first and
- children incidental. In farmly life, there is too much tradrt:on to push as:de, too much progress to be -

made.
The traditional family has become: one in which one parent chronically puts selfish self-interest
above the interests of children or the other parent. Conservatwes mrght ﬁght to conserve that

: tradltronal famrly We. lrberals won’t.

S . . ' . : . : ‘ !
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It’s a right-wing, laissez-faire attitude that invites everyone to do anything at all, even if it hurts
the weak or defenseless. "Conservatives might embrace that attitude for families. We liberals don’t.
The liberal family puts children first and demands parental responsibility. Conservatives might
celebrate shortsightedness. In the liberal family, actions are taken not simply for thenr benefit today, -
but also for thelr contnbutlon to ten thousand tomorrows and more., :

The liberal famrly puts fathers and mothers on an equal basis in decrdrng their roles. Liberals

understand more clearly than ever that women will never see real equality in the workplace and public -
o llfe until the average father spends about as much time ralsmg children as the average mother

Untrl fathers and mothers share in the daily work of bnngmg up | chrldren employers will resnst
adaptmg their work rules to the realities of parenthood. Until then, millions of mothers will have -
careers closed to them. And until then, millions of fathers will miss the fullness of fatherhood.

| key.

‘Sex has meaning, power and consequences that need to be approached with honesty and
responsibility. “In the liberal family, sexuality is much more than sex. " Sexuality is the expression,
realized over a lifetime, of our love and commitment as partners and- parents. It is founded on '
frlendshrp and completed m love. : R
Sexual hberatron is the unleashmg of those natural forces that bring lovers closer together In
man-woman relationships, one of the best measures of a society’s sexual liberation is the proportion of
men and women who -want to live their lives together By that. measure, Amenca is one of the most

sexually repressed societies on Earth

CIfa couple has not built a relationship with loving care and honest communication, sex can be

. an empty and impersonal act, a troubling and even traumatic experience. Sex is abused when it

produces emotional or physical pain, or when it results in neglected babiés.  When sex is abused, it
dnves people apart. : ;

We liberals talk to adolescents about sexualrty because adolescents -face the fastest growing

risks in our society, and because an understanding of sexuality places adolescents ‘in the best posntron to

reduce the risks to themselves and the next generatron

As, llberals, we inform adolescents that abstammg from sex is their most responsible and least
risky course emotionally and- physrcally ‘We also advise that if teenagers do become sexually active,
they need to use effective- methods to prevent pregnancy. That said, we then tell teens that if they are
to ehmtnate the chance of pregnancy, abstmence is the only sure policy. .

Adolescent boys in particular need to understand that, in the absence of perfectly effective
contraceptron deciding to have sex is deciding to accept all the responsibility of parenthood. That
means financial support and much more. It means emotional support. It means being there with your
child, through pregnancy, through childhood, and beyond. Anyone who doesn’t intend to raise his
children and give them a healthy home ought to stay away from the baby—makmg business. - Glrls need
to hear this message, too. o :

/ ‘ R
Teenagers can handle the message of responsrbthty when lt is dehvered with facts that'

© recognize human reahtles Adolescents want to know what risks they face ‘what risks their society

" The new liberal family also sets aside the traditional silence on sexuality. Coinmunication is

t
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faces what they need to say no-to. Teens also-want to know what they can hope for, what they can -

} “build toward what they can say yes to.

. , Fnendshrp is. the easiest thmg to say yes to. In fnendshlp, dreams are developed successes
celebrated, crises cushioned. In friendship, love. begms Friendship can be particularly. confusing to.

: adolescents, but it need not be so mystenous With mformatron, teenagers can learn and refine the
skills involved in making fnends, in bemg fnends a.nd in recognizing. a true fnend ' :

‘ Fnendshtps rise out of common pursurts and shared understandmgs They grow wrth honesty, :

unselfishness  and a willingness to resolve occasional conflicts. With time and effort, friends can build

“a healthy, intelligent and durable relatronshlp With love, friends can reach sublimely delicate balances.

Two people can respect each other’s privacy, yet discover the closest mttmacy Two people can honor

- each other s mdrvrdualrty, yet thnve on the closest teamwork

| Along fnendshlp S way, adults can assist adolescents with good example and lovmg words

.. Adults can demonstrate the power of kindness by being friends themselves by helpmg others by
- maktng cooperatlon and. generosnty central parts of their hves '

yIn nurtunng mendshrps, Amenca ‘needs to tum away ﬁom v’iolenee. Parents can s_‘how'that
violence is unacceptable by tackling problems without hitting, and by correcting the behavior of their

~ children creatively, patiently, without hurting. ‘Any parent. who practices violence needs to be separated-
: from famnly members who mtght be hurt ‘No child needs two parents lf one of them isa terror -

A

‘curbmg violence. Boys look to their fathers to tell them there is nothing manly about fighting or any’
other abusive behavior, and fathers need to deliver that message .

. Many farmlles draw on therr private phllosophres and religious fatths to promote peace and -

I . ‘reject vrolence ‘Liberals encourage families to find strength in their beliefs and in their spmtual!ty As

long as none of us demands that everyone accept one farth American families have only to gam from

2 RSN

-

" At the govemment level Amencans can m31st that leglslators take steps agamst violence. We

' can ban handguns We ‘can end caprtal pumshment and revalue life. And we can stop building’ pnsons.
' Pnsons wrll never have enough room for our criminals if we fanl to burld strong families.

We also can argue agamst proposals to treat Juvemle otfenders as adults. Troubled youngsters

need' dlSClphne but they are in fact children, and many have never known a family’s love. It would be-
“the harshest injustice. of all to treat chrldren as adults when they ve never been treated as children.

Before anythtng else, Amenca needs to help end the trauma suffered by chlldren of neglectful
parents. . Children can learn from adversrty, but they surely would do better without it. American
children ‘have wasted too much energy escaping threats they should never have seen. Our nation has

heard plenty of heroic stories of children overcoming their childhoods. It riceds more news of nurtured S

Because boys have been. much more prone to vnolence ‘than gtrls fathers have a specral rolein - -

minds discovering cures to tgnorance injustice, bigotry, poverty, pollutron hunger and dnsease ‘We've

heard too much of Americans surviving their childhoods. ‘We need to see Americans, springing from
their chtldhoods with constructwe energy and hope ' Co — L

A
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people become parents, that fathers: and mothers have a. duty to raise’ their chnldren

Amenca surely is divided between haves and have-nots and the most devastatmg divide is the

. one between those who have strong families and those who have not. If all children are to enjoy real

equahty of opponumty in this land, all must have the love and care of a strong. family.

As we approach a new era for famrlles poltcy makers have an htstonc challenge. They need to
help structure social systems, around®human nature and modern technology in a free country, that |
contmuously and comfortably encourage fathers and mothers to raise their children together. -This is a

" critical task. Its success would transform the United States into the modem model of liberty. . More

importantly, it would let more people pursue happrer lives in peace and love

For our next generatrons we need new mstltutrons that foster the understandmg, long, before

For loving couples who want children but view marriageas an empty ,fotmality, we néed a new
set of promises -- stronger even than wedding vows -- that partners will make regular efforts to -
strengthen their love for each other, that they will keep themselves as mentally and phys:cally healthy

A‘ as possrble and that they wtll love and care for their children.

1
. .

\ B

For couples whose love struggles we need a system that asks mothers and fathers, before. they ,

consider separation or. drvorce, to think twice and agair about the emotlonal and" economlc futures of

‘their children.. : N

To strengthen famthes, we need to be open to new economic approaches We must be careful,
however, to avoid hurting children with reckless changes to our public welfare system. Contrary to the
right-wing' rhetoric, welfare mothers almost never have additional children simply to collect additional

" welfare payments. Economic poltey ought not focus on the second and third child of an unwed welfare

mother It needs to focus on boys and' grrls long before they have any chlldren

_ Socral scientists have a umque opportunlty to be helpful Never before in’ h1story have there
been more facts available on what works for families or a nation hungrier for the information. Social
scientists have an obligation to broaden their research and _put more of the facts together in ways useful .
to ratronal decision- makmg in our lives. : -

* The facts of life wtll help us, but only if we talk about them. - We need more free speech on
families, especially among adolescents. Therefore, we liberals propose a ﬁrst step toward building "

' .“healthler American families.

- WE PROPOSE THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNNIENT UNDERTAKE A MASSIVE AND
PERMANENT CAMPAIGN, IN TELEVISED MESSAGES EVERY DAY, TO EDUCATE ADOLES-
CENTS ABOUT WHAT BUILDS A FRIENDSH]P WHAT MAKES A NURTURING PARENT, .=

: 'z '
- The campalgn would broacloast one billion dollars worth of pubhc service announcements eaeh

year on television. programs known to attract large adolescent audiences. The messages would present, -

as factually as possible, information on friendships and famllles To help make important points, the
messages could use drama, music and humor . r _

With the messages televrsed parents would have no doubt about what thelr chtldren were

learmng daily about personal and famtly responsrbrlmes The information would be there for all to see.

' AND HOW INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY BENEFIT WHEN MOTHERS AND 'FATHERS RAISE
-THE[R CHILDREN TOGETHER : A :

P



Whenever they saw the need parents could talk thh thelr daughters and sons as soon as the messages o
appeared . . o

_ . The campa:gn would llghten the burden on school teachers, whio too oﬁen are asked to be our

tchlldren s lone instructors on family life. With the televised campaign, teachers would have new
support for the principle of freedom ‘with responsibility: They also might find more time to teach the
other academlc skills their students will need to make the mest of thetr potenttal o

- On televnsnon programs that appeal to adolescents the messages regularly would dellver facts to
. the people ‘who need them most: Adults rmght learn somethmg, too. - .

If our nation can llve with three bllhon dollars worth of televusxon advertxsmg on cars and one
‘brlllon dollars worth of commercnals on cosmetics .each year, it certamly can live better with one billion
dollars worth of messages on friendship- and families. Fill the airwaves with hope for children. Fill the
air with respect for adolescents whose 1ntell|gent choices will’ shape healthter families and a freer -
soc:ety '

- Education can heal a nation: When we lift up our hearts and mmds, free speech can save our
| 'chlldren : . . . .
. ) . ‘f . .
In preparmg for the new Amencan family, we hberals don’t have to act alone. 'Ihough they
-have had little success by themselves, ‘conservatives can assist us. In America, hberals ‘and conserva-
tives generally agree. that learning is better than ignorance, that progress is better than poverty, that
tranquility is better than violence, ‘that self-rule is better than tyranny, that life is better than death.
Sticking to-the facts, we can show all Americans how healthy two-parent families support every one of
those commonly held pnncnples far better than any. other arrangement ‘Add to the effort those
‘ dlstmctly liberal virtues of compassnon and mclusweness, and we w1ll have one mlghty powerful |,
.campalgn of hope. : ,
Modem Amencan ltberahsm began early in the twentneth century Wlth the buxldmg of
institutional defenses agamst big business.. The. movement eventually took up the struggles for -
.women’s rights, civil rights, environmental protection, decent housmg, saf¢ consumer products, decent
‘workplaces and safe streets. In all liberalism, the common thread is that each of us has a personal
~obligation to defend the: defenseless and shelter ‘the dlsadvantaged agamst the dangerous and damagmg
’acts of the powerful K A : \

Today, healthy two—parent famlhes are the' hlghest liberal cause, for without progress on
fammes, there will be no progress on. anythmg When farmltes are healthy in Amenca, luberty w1ll
flourish in peace. -

.-
A . ’

o Families are more important than any ‘social orogram more ‘powerful than any eeonorntc tool.
~ Families are what-we live and die for.” They’re the chicken and the egg, the begmnmg and the end of '
, everythmg we do. Of course \ we have to make them better.

leerals are’ for the little guy, and the llttle glrl too. Liberals are for. glvmg chlldren the best
chance for growth and happmess leerals are for two—parent famnltes )
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1. Chlldren and.American Famlly Trends. o Tal BEGG - -
America has 65 million children - people under 18 years old. Almost all have two' hvmg parents:" -
(Natlonal Commxsswn on Chlldren 1993 "Just the Facm p. 45) SR

EERREH ”*’A 1' e 3:?2 .

without a father. ("Just the Facts " P 6)

ol s uﬂ\u‘ P

"In 1960 78 percent of alli Amencan. chnld;en lwed thh boih of tixexr b;bloglcal ‘parent;s)(thh later.. =% <.
mamages, 88 pement had two-parent homes). In 1990 just 58. 34 percent lived:with both biol “gxcalu
J.S. Bureau of the Qmsus ,;MW

absent at least one parent. o

2. Chlldren and Smgle Parents’ Status. . ' C
The average single-parent family has a hero, and that is the single’ parent. S:xteen ‘million American
children count on single parents for the strength and ingenuity that builds lovmg, nurturing homes:!=
" under difficult circumstances. _

PR .. Ce et ,,mgg, g
Thoughtless dlscusswn too often has nnphed that' smgle parents themselves somehow aré a threat.or
a problem. Liberals won’t make that mistake. -Single parent families have significant risks to deal -
with, but in general, the single parent is what's right with single-parent families. The average smgle
-parent is the strength, not the weakness, of the single-parent family. The single parent § . oG
partxclpatlon will be essentxal in bulldmg a new generatnon of stronger, healthxer American famnlm.

-3. Children and Equal nghts for Men and Women.

The 1950s put children first, women last. Children need to be first in families, but with mothers

and fathers on an equal basis in determining their roles. Women ‘will never see real ‘equality in the -

" workplace -and public life unnl the average father spends about as much time rmsmg chlldren a8 the :
average mother.. oL ) , S

‘4, Chlldren, Emotions and Behavmr.

_Children of single-parent families are two to three times more l:kely to dlsplay emotlona.l or

~ behavioral problems. ("Developmental Leammg and Emononal Problems," 1988 survey, Natlonal
Center for Health Statxstlcs, 1990)
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“In 1988 an estrmated 577 800 ehrldren had run away,fmm home or had been old to leave :
home or had been deserted ("Just the Facts p 149) About 450, 700 were’ runaways Of the .
127,100 who had been thrown out, more than twice as many had been thrown out of smgle-parent
homes as had been forced to leave two-parent homes. ("Just the Facts," p 152) ,

General Trends of Juvenile Stress: Teen surerde rate,: ages 1S to 19, was 3. 6 per 100 000 in 1960

8.5 per 100,000 in 1980. 11 3 per 100 000 in 1988 (Progressrve Pohcy Instltute "'Mandate for
Change, 1993 p- 156) a ¥

"I'here were 2 7 mrllron reported cases of chrld abuse and neglect in 1991 and 1 mrllron

substantrated cases:” Case workers reported chrld abuse on. the rise: ("Just the' Facts, pp 149-152)- 2

e pw

i b P
“among erghth' gji'aders*

| North Dakota, hrgh (2nd) among the 50 states and Drstnct of Columbra in percentage of two-parent

famrlres, also was hrgh (lst) in erghth graders achrevement rn mathematrcs

[
e Ag. o Sie 3, ”,,”’,,: 5
s . .

The District of Columbra, low (50th) in: percentage of two-parent famrlres, also was low (49th) in .

erghth graders achrevement mmathematrcs. o O nmenn A

Children of srngle-panent famrlm are nearly twrce as lrkely to drop out of hrgh school ("Just the
Facts p90) L

1,.:
Wt Y =

Thrrty—three percent of elementary school puprls ﬁ'om two-parent famrlres are ranked as hrgh

achievers. Just 17 percent of pupils from single- -parent homes are ranked high achiévers. (Natronal
oo Association - of. Elementary School Principals, cited in "Dan Quayle ‘Was' Rrght, Barbara: Dafoe ‘
Whrtehead Atlantrc Monthly, Apnl 1993, p 66)

"Chrldren in smgle-parent famrlres tend to score lower on standardrzed tests and tor receive lower :
grades in school.” ("Just the Facts,” p 90)
General US. Education Trends. Scholastic Aptrtude Test scores.” In 1960 the SAT average of

- mathematics and verbal combined was 975. In 1990, the average had dropped to 900; m 1991 to
' 898 ("Mandate for Change, p-156)

‘ Standardrzed tests given in 1991 to. 13-year-olds in 15 countries found that Amencan children
'placed 13th of the 15 countnes in mathematrcs and science. ("Just the Facts," p. 83)

[

i
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' 'taxes ("Just the: Facts," p.86; p. 107)

Increasmg numbers of our hrgh school graduates lack basic skxlls 'm reedmg or, mathemaucs ('fJust
the Facts,” p. 87) More than half of all new jobs in the 2lst cént wxll reqmre at least some’ R
‘post-ingh school educatlon ("Just the Facts p87) e et 7
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‘6 Clnldren and Economlcs.

Children of smgle~parent families are six tlmes more hkely to lrve m poverty ("]us( the Facts wo e
p 128) b Ve 3 ¥ - N

General' Economtc Trends fgx Famllxes Fro,’ 51973 to 1991 the poorwt one-ﬁﬁh of famnhes saw a
9 percent decline in their incomes. The nohest one-ﬁﬂh of famrlm saw an 18 percent mcmase
("Just the I-‘acts p 8) : : - .

y

- The'child poverty rate: was 14 perpent in 1969 but rose to 22 percent in 1991 Chrldren replaced
" the elderly as the poorest group in Amenca m 1974 and chrldren remam the poorost Amencans

(”JusttheFacts p40) e R .

;

About half the increase in Amencan child poverty in the 19803 was atmbutable to changes in. famxly
structure. Child poverty rates probably would be a third less if family structure had riot changed -
~'since 1960. (Pennsylvama State Umversrty study, cited in "Mandate for Change, p 159, Whltehead,
lrp77) e - . B

ST

‘Shrinking Nnmbeg of Juveniles. The proportnon of adolescents in Amenca is the smallest since.
1900. Just 12.3 percent of the populatton was in the 10- to 19-year-old. range in 1991 oompaxed to
S YA 8 percent of the population in 19?0 ("Just thc Facts p 104)

In 1950 there ‘weré 16 workers contnbutmg to the Soctal Socurxty system for every retlree drawmg
a pension. The ratio was 5 to 1 in 1960. By 1990, only three- workers were oontnbutmg for every

- Socxal Secunty recipient.. ("Just the Facts,” p. 87)

7. Chrldren and Crlme. : : o T

About 70 percent of. the 25,000 juveniles in state reform mstltutlons in 1987 did not live with both
parents when they were growmg up ‘About 54 percent lived primarily in a smgle-parent family. Of .
the 62.8 million children not in.prison in 1986, 73.9 percent lived with both parents. (Survey of -
Youth in Custody, 1987, Bureau of Justloe Statnsttcs U.S. Justrce Department, pp 1-2)



Qeneral U.S. Crime Trends, In 1960, America reported, 9 ooo murders. - In 199 23,44
‘were murdered in the Umted States The murder rate rose ﬁ'om 5 per 100 OQO people«i

rﬂfr

Inves’ngauon, pp 8-9)

a - .wl T 3e8T0 Tedd ﬁ: FRE gl
From the late 19505 to mid 19703, Amenea had an almost constant’ 200,000. people,in‘its, pnsons S
In the late 1970s, the prison population- began to. rise sharply: By 1990, America thad:1;180, 000-:>c- .
‘people in prisons and jails ~ 1,098,000 of them men. ("Correctxonal Populatxons in the United States
1990 " Bureau of Jusuce Statlstlcs, p-8, pp: 78-80) :

— P
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" New York Clty, 1939 3 percent blrths outsrde of mamage crty popuieuon about 7 455 000
‘ " Total murders: 241. = .
 New York- Crty, 1992: 45 percent births outside of mamage, city populanon about 7 350 000 .
: Total murders 2 007.. L _— s

RN ‘Jr

JAPAN: = L. 1 percent brrths outsrde of marnage in’ 1991 us. Centers for Dlsease Control),
T ~0 98 murders per: 100 000 people in’ 1991, one-nmth ofUS murder rate, ¥

'1 5 murders per 100,000° people in 1992 onesucth of U.S. murder rate.”
S : (Report on Cnmmalxty i the Federal Republle of Germany 1992)
~US.A::. 28 percent b:rt.hs “outside of mamage in, 1990
o 9 4 murders per 100 000 people in- 1990

decade. ("Just the Facts," p 69) The _murder. arrest rate for Juvemles 10 toklz? qu m‘ 1“,96‘5;‘,"_
101990, from 3 per 100,000 t5' 12 per 100,000, The juvenile arrest tate for mp“éi“in 3

- 40 percent ((from 16 to 22 per 100 000) from 1980 to 1990 ("Just the Faets P 114)
. From 1965 to 1991, murders of Amencans under 19 more than tnple:l.ln 1991 3 777 Amencans ‘
“under 19 iere murdered.” Teen-age boys now are 'more likely" to die from gunshot wounds than

from al] natural .causes put together ("Just the Faets p.68, p. 103 p 113)

[
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”A‘;8 Chrldren and’ Out-of-Wedlock Teen Mothers. :

© “In-1970; 30 percent of teen mothers were unmamed In 1989, the proportion. of teen mothers who

‘were unmarried had more than doubled, to 67 pement Currently, 350,000 babm a year are born to
teens, about two—thlrds of them unmarried. ("Just the Facts P. 110) Cmeaa

: Premantal sex among adolescents has been mcreasmg for the last two decades. ("Just the Fncts "
p-108) About 1 of every. 10 grrls under age 20 becomes pregnant eaeh year, ("Just the Facts "o »
p109) S ) o _ | -

Daughters of smgle mothers are 164 pereent more hkely to have a premantal buth (Prmeeton o
soclologrst Sara McLanahan revrewmg studies in the 19705 and 19805, elted by Whitehead, p 62)
. /

Féwer than 10 percent ‘of unwed teen mothers offer their bables up for adoptlon (Allan Guttmacher ,
"Instrtute, cited in Pennsylvanla State Data Center s PSDC News, May 1992) :




9 Chxldren and Divorce. : , k. PRI
" The divorce rate in the United States more than doubled in the 19603 and 19709, to the lnghest
. divorce rate in the world. The divorce rate leveled off in the 19803. About half of all Amenean s

‘marriages end in dwome (“Just the Facts, p:S) . o )

S SR L ::w’«':‘:—" :
' 1960; 9d1vomes ayearpet'IOOOmarnedwomen - TS
-, 1991 21 dwom 8 year per- 1,000 married women (Whntehead, p 50)

. Each year, more than 1 million American chlldren go through then- parents' drvorce or separanon.
("Just the Facts,” p.5) One quarter of American children today are expected to enter a stepfamily.
Of the children in stepfamilies, nearly half can expect parents to dlvorce agam before theu' late .

- teens. (Whitehead, p.50) , K
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After divorce, mothers and children expenenee an average 30 pement declme in income. ., b X t |
' (thtehead, p.62) After divorce, nearly half of the children have no contact at all with their fathers._‘
-("National Survey of Chxldren and Parents, National Comm1sswn on Chxldren, 1991 PP- 22-23);‘ '
.r'"; _J” ,, R ;/'v} EREET ST 15 b
‘Daughters of smgle mothers are 92 pereent more llkely to dissolve thenr own mamages
(McLanahan, Pnnoeton, c:ted by Whttehead, p-62) T §“~ .
’ } s G BRI kR ..:J;.e’
10 Children and the Absent Parent. S e
Seven out of eight absent parents are boys or men. ("Just the Facts, P 44) The behavror of absent
and irresponsible parents adds significantly to the risks children face on the path to adulthood.
("Beyond Rhetonc, Natlonal Commrssnon on Chrldren, 1991 p 18)‘ : .

11. Chlldren and the 'Inﬂuence of Televxsnon. L L A
Children 6 to 12 years old watch 3 to 4 hours of television a day. (”Just the Facts p. 26) Many

teenagers watch as much. Nielsen Media Research found the average household tuned into 5:06:
hours ofTV per day: in 1960, and’ 704houm ofTVm1992 o L ag

S SN

U.S. Ad Spendmg on Network and Snot TV bg Catggogy_, 1990

1. Automotive . . ‘Sl 790 bllhon (Network) end Sl 665 bllllon (Spot)
2. Food ' $1664 billion and $1.025 billion.

“ 3. Toiletries & Cosmetics. - $1.034 billion and $280 million.

" 4 Entertainment $875 million and $1.171 billion.
5. Drugs & Remediw ~, §787 millon and $320 million.

ke PROPOSAL e

- That the federal govemment undertake a masswe and permanent campaign, in .
televised messages every day, to educate adolescents about what builds a
 friendship, what makes a nurturing parent, and how individuals and soclety
- benefit when mothers and fathers raise their chxldren together o

v



Presrdent Lyndon B;” Johnson*
- Howaré Umversrty commencement address, June 4 1965
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~"The famrly is.the cornerstone of our socret'y‘ More than any other force it shapes the attltude, the .
" hopes, the ambitions, and the values of the chxld ‘When the family collapses it is the children that are
usually damaged When rt happens ona massrve scale the eommumty itself is cnppled ‘

:kr\n
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"So, unless we work together to strengthen the famrly, to create condmons ‘under. whnch most parents
will stay together - all the rest: schools and playgrounds pubhc assnstance and pnvate concern, wxll ‘
' never be enough to cut completely the errcle of despmr and depnvatron. ' ‘

‘ Damel Patnck Moymhan

Former U.S. Assistant. Secretary of Labor ) e

it e D

December 12, 1965 (Intervrew with New York Tlmes)

. N )
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too sophlstlcated to care ahout whether chlldren have fathers and mothem

e Bl *7 T

have husbands’ &

ohi T tﬂlgly_;plltnc'an -
5 Thuch ¢ eourage in facmg up | to it 1 as he d1 B
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‘ Damel Patnck Moymhan o T
‘U.S. Senator ’ T : - E oL

' "The centtal llberal truth is that polmcs can change a culture and save 1t from |tself meess the cml
rights leglslatnon of the 1960s that conservatives so: opposed R Cj ’ ‘,u’\‘ A

"A commonplace of pohtrcal rhetonc has |t that the quahty of a ervrhzatxon may be measured by how
it cares for its elderly Just as surely, the future of a socrety may be forecast hy how it cares for its -
young." ‘ \

David Popenoe - : Coe S
Professor of Sociology, Rutgers Umversrty L B - A B
‘Council on Families in America o A o L
'“Fostermg the New Famlhsm, A Goal for Amenca, 1992 . S

: "In the natxonal task of rebmldmg the nest, there is one goal ‘that the new fam:lrsm movement should
not pursue -- the goal of trying to reconstruct the traditional family of the 1950s. That family had two

. characteristics a growing number of younger Americans today -- both men and women -- are no longer
wrllmg to accept the lingering male dommance, a legaey of oentunesx and the hfelong removal of ~ -+

;-
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" of the nuclear family in whichsthere is-a 50-50 division of - power ¢ and decxsron-m

: neeessanly identical): commltment to the work force over the course of then' lives. -,

Mandate for Change, 1993 - 0T o

 self-sustaining adults. Regardless of the academic dnscussmn about the dxrectton of causalny.

. "The economic consequences of a parent's absence (almost alwa).rs the fathefe) are‘often

~ women from the labor foree, a legacy of the past 150 years The god should be to foster a,new form -

S ek 8

B e

and husband, and a firm understanding that both women and. men wnll share'a eommone(‘

.,.w: W7y

"Two key charactenstles of tbe trad:t:onal nuclear famlly should be restored or preserved at all  costs,
however: an enduring sense of family obligation, and the desire to put cluldren ﬁrst Wrthout thege
two qualities, the nuclear family becomes a hollow shetl.” oA e
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Progressive Policy Institute of the Democratic Leadershlp Counell L e S

_"A Progressive Family Policy for the 1990s" - o : o S .
Elaine lela Kamarck and Wllham A Galston S Ty ‘
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~ history, children from smgle—parent families tend on average to fare less well: eeoaomlcally,

educationally, and. emottonally, and to encounter more difficulties on the road to.becoming ¢ v

honest accountmg of these problems is crmcal
 the f; aeeompemed
by psychological consequences, which include higher than average levels of youth suicide, Tow.ipe

‘intellectual and educational 'performance, and higher than average- rates of mental 1llness, vmlence and

drug use. The data also suggest that the daughters of teenage mothers are more likely to become

&--la

" teenage mothers themselves and are at higher risk of long-term welfare dependeney Bqually
’ suggestlve is the anecdotal evidence of the difficulties many young single mothers experience in..

raising their sons. The’ absence of fathers as models and codisciplinarians is thought to contribute to

the low self-esteem, anger violence, and peer-bondlng through gang membershlp of many fatherless

boys. '

, .
!

"Nowhere is s this more evident than in the long-standmg and strong relatlonshxp between crime and
one~parent families."

‘MaryancesBeny - e

) "There was a time. in our eountry’s hlstory when fathers took responstblhty for the care of thetr
. offspring... We need to insist on fathers and mothers sharing the care of their offspring as well as the
. opportunity to_enjoy.the fulfillment of individual rights. Whatéver else we do, we:must understand
that advocating women's rights and greater opportunity for women in the workplace and in every -
avenue of pubhc hfe is mconsxstent thh an msnstence on mother taking care of children and-
‘housework : coh L o :

. -

"To demand mother care and ‘women's employment while professmg a dedlcatlon to equahty of nghts '
for. women is not only illogical but wishful thinking. Without such understanding, the conflicts that
arise from the belief that women must handle both job-and child care effectively to be considered
successful will continue. Defining child care primarily as women's sphere reinforces the devaluing of
women and prevents their equal access to power. Until these concepts are generally aeeepted, those .

: who seek to advance the cause of women's nghts wrll remain embattled."

+ ) N
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Researcher, liberal, Insmtute for-Amencan Val;xes e
Ry NGT B e :

"Dan Quayle Was Rxght“
The Atlantic Monthly, April 1993

'Fl“z‘z'!‘ ’-
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, "We assume that most people Q_ Amenca wxll be” able to work care for themselves and thenr famxhes,
think for themselves, and inculcate the 'same traxts of mdependence and mmatxve in thelr chlldren ‘We
depend on families to téach people to do these thmgs The erosion of the’ two-parent famxly .

'undermines. the capacity of families to impart this knowledge; children of long-term welfare-dependent :
single parents are far more likely than others to be dependent themselvés. - Slmllarly, the chrldren in
dtsrupted families have a hard time forging bonds of trust with others’ and giving and gettmg help

~ dcross the generatxons. Thls, 100, may lead to greater dependency on the resources ‘of the state.”

AN

f

benefited from the changes in fam:ly hfe m'lmportant ways, but the same cannot be satri‘for chlldren

Indeed, thls is the ﬁrst generanon gl the nation's hxstory to do worse psychologlcally' sdérg.lly, and -

{}Sﬁm};w" ﬁ"‘f" '3.: [ %3

Provrdence (R.I.) Joumal Bulletm “
ﬁwfc P tmkm

"He told e studles have...fduﬁ&fthgfiﬁe 1 e than such
factors as poverty, race’ ‘and nelghborhoogi. Krds from one-parent households he sard are also mo '

hkely to ‘drop out, ‘get pregnant as* teens ‘and have emotional problems..
"1 asked why In short, sald Blankenhorn, boys tradmonally learn to be men from fathers. Fathers, he -
explained, have the credibility to say 'yés" when boys start subtly askmg, '"Am I a real man?' Without

fathers, boys are more prone to exaggerate masculinity -- swaggering, ditching school, fightmg, joining
" gangs.. And without a mamage relatlonshnp asa model they're more prone to get gn-ls pregnant
w1thout marrymg them. S o ) . R S
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"Then there are girls. ’Who s the f‘xrst man in every gn'l’ hfe‘?' asked Blankenhorn. ‘Usually a father
.- a man who will love them and take care of the. - Girls' sélf-esteem tends to be strongly rélated to a
paternal relationship. If you have no' relationship with a father, your latter relationships with thale§
tend to be characterized by anxiety and lack of self-esteem.' Such girls, he sald, often tumn to
. premature sex for comfort. Since they have a model of single motherhood, they're also more proné
_toward out~of-wedloek chxldbeanng " 1
Daniel PatnckMoymhan L ‘ T
 "Defining Deviancy Down" e ' ' ‘ .
" The Amencan Scholar, 1993

"For a period | there was some speculatron that, if famriy structure got’ bad enough, this mode of - ,
deviancy would have less punishing effects on children. In 1991 Deborah A. Dawson, of the National
Institutes of Health, exammed the thesas that 'the psychoiogxcal effects of. leOl'CG and smgle
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famnly struchxrec' altemat:ve here meanmg other than two-parent famnhes. f '

| "We should take note of such candor. Writing in The Journal of Marnage and the Farmly in 1989
Sara McLanahan and Karen Booth noted: ‘Whereas a decade ago the prevailing view was thar smgle
'motherhood had no harmful effeots on chrldren, recent research is less optxmlshc.' "

~ National Comrmssnon on Chlldren
" U.S. Sen Jay Rockefeller, Charrman, 1993

‘ "Chrldren do best when they have the personal mvolvement and materral support of a father 3 . t_- 5
and a mother and whon both parents fulﬁll therr responsrb:hty to be lovmg provxders-‘ SR

i "There can be Tittle doubt that havmg both parents hvmg and workmg together in a stable marnage
can shield children from a variety of Tisks: "Rxsmg rates of. dlvoroe, out-of-wedlock chlldbeanng, and :
‘absent parents are not just’ manifestations of alternatwe lifestyles, they. are patterns of _adult behavror v
that increase. children's risk of negatrve oonsequenoes , Although in some.cases d
harmful outcome of a troubled marriage, today's hrgh rate of famrly breakdown is 1
"Unfommately, many children do, not have two lovmg parents Many smgle arents would not have

+ chosen to raise their children alone. While the nation should strive to create a social and economic
context in which strong, two-parent famrlros can form and stay together, it must: ‘never fail to reach out-
and protect single-parent families as well. Many smgle parents make extraordmary efforts to raise

* children under difficult circumstances. Their success is a tribute to their commitment and hard work
and to the lovmg attentxon they grve thexr children. As parents they deserve socrety’s full support."

i

Presrdent Bill Clmton ' o
 State of the Union Address, January 25, 1994 . .

 "We can‘t renew our country when vmhm a decade more than half of the children wrll be born into
famﬂres where there has been no marriage... . . : L

"We can't.renew our country when chxldren are ha\nng clnldren and the fathers walk away as s if the
krds don‘t amount to anythmg.... : -

nWe can‘t renew our country until we realize that governments don't raise children, parents do. .
Parents who khow their children's teachers and turn off the television and help with the homework and
teach the kids rnght from wrong Those kind of parents can make all the drfference I Icnow. ‘T had
one. o
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LIBERALS ARE FOR TWO-PARENT FAMILIES
_565 Kline Avenue
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