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rowing up healthy. It's not 
an unreasonable request for a 
parent to .make for his or her 
child. Yet the reality is that a 
substantial number of chil­
dren in the United States 

don't have even the basic health 
care services, like vaccinations, 
available to them to guard against 
the most harmful childhood dis­
eases. 

Seeking to reverse this dan­
gerous trend, The MatteI Foundation 
recently announced the creation of 

basic health care." 
As part of the Foundation's 

, commitment, an initial fund of 
$900,000 has been established to 
provide financial assistance to chil­
dren's health clinics in several U.S. 
cities, beginning in 1994. Six health 
care clinics across the U.S. will ben­
efit from the fund this year alone. In 
addition, $1 million in proceeds 
from the sale of a Dr. Barbie doll, 

(a pe~iatrician) will be dona!~?7' . 
fund the program. .···.j/Z.· 
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- has earmarked its donation to 
hire a nurse practitioner, who will 
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ble the size of;th9' Brew {Head Start 
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"Helping Kids Grow," a company­
sponsored program designed to sup­
port several national children's 
health care organizations through a 
multi~year commitment. The con­
cept behind the program is a funda­
mental one: to increase the avail­
ability of medical services to chil­
dren throughout the U.S. 

"The lack of access to basic 
health services for America's chil~ 
dren can onlY be described as a 
national emergency," said Jill Barad, 
MatteI's president and chief operat­
ing officer. "A child in Cuba or 
Colombia has a better chance of 
being vaccinated than a child in the 
U.S. One of the leading barriers to 
immunization is the simple fact' 
that millions of children in this 
country don't have regular access to 

support four Head Start Centers and 
deliver weekly on-site health ser­
vices to each school. Additional 
children's health clinics in 
Washington, D.C.; Dallas, Atlanta 
and Buffalo, New York will also 
r€'ceive funding this year. 

Providing guidance and 
direction for the Helping Kids Grow 
program is a Board of Advisors 
made up of several noted experts in 
the field of children's health and 
welfare. Those advisors include: 
Marian Wright Edelman, founder of 
the Childre~'s Defense Fund; Dr. 
Reed Tuckson, president, Charles R. 
Drew University of Medicine and 
Science; Jennifer Perry, executive 
director, Children's Action Network; 
Rae Grad, co-director, National 
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