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To: Carol Rasco

From: Patrick Lester
Date: 8-11-94
Re: Migrant student Record Transfer System

I have spoken about this issue with Jim Hardage, Director of the
MSRTS program in Little Rock, and to Frank Corrigan, head of the
Migrant Education Program in the Department of Education. As you
may recall, the Department is planning to phase out the Migrant
Student Record Transfer System (MSRTS) next year.

This issue dates back to the Spring of 1993, when the De%artment,
at the request of House Education and Labor Committee Chairman
Bill Ford (D-MI) and ranking minority member Rep. Bill Goodling
(R-PA), decided not to recompete the program grant, as was
originally planned. The decision was made instead to walt for
the outcome of the reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), which authorizes the program. At
this time, both the House and Senate have passed ESEA bills.
Conferees will be meeting over the next several weeks to iron out
differences, with a final bill expected to be passed this Fall.

At present neither the House nor the Senate bills mandates the
continuation of MSRTS, though the Senate bill would allow the
U.S8. Department of. Education to continue the program until 1/1/96
- six months beyond the date in the c¢urrent law. It appears that
Congress, believing a more efficient and less costly way, to
transfer migrant student records can be found, no longer: intends
to support a centralized database like MSRTS. The Department of
Education estimates the total annual Federal, state and local
cost of the program at between $16 and $25 million, out of a
total $300 million allocated under the Migrant Education Program
(MEP). Frank Corrigan has said the money could be put to better
use, like funding increased migrant identification, migrant
health efforts, tutoring, after-school activities, etc. ;

I
One possible replacement being considered for State and local
data systems is a system based on the SPEEDE/EXPRESS standards
for records for data transfer. I have been told that the ‘
Department of Education plans to issue a Federal Reglster notice
soliciting comments on the issue, possibly within the next few
months. .
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Finally, on a political note, the migrant education commﬁnity
seems either to be split (according to Corrigan) or mostly
against the Department (according to Hardage) on this issue.
Either way, eliminating this program is bound to make a buncht§
people mad, and not just in thtle ‘Rock. i
At this point, however, there is little we can do absent'a rapid
change of heart by Congress. Since neither the House nor Senate
ESEA bill extends the program, a separate bill would probably
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have to be introduced to do so. Hardage has said
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that he would

be willing to do whatever it takes, but that various sympathetic

Congresspeople are unlikely to act on the program

 without the Administration’s blessings.

’s behalf

|
]
|
!
i
i
i
'
?
t
t
s
i
i
¥
|
1
1
i
|
'




To: Carol Rasco
From: Patrick Lester

Date: 8-11-94 o — .
Re: Migrant Student Record Transfer System 1' . "*CC

S S o g gmm e A o0 S mmm kM M G S AR S W MK S S0 S e M S WS S WS SN W S Emm e e S A s v W S g (e g e s
g2 —— 33— 3-3—3-3-+ 5+ 4 2 34432222 % 4+ 4 2 L+ 122222 4 4 ¢+ 4+ S+ 4 2 22111132 2120

-.I have spoken about this issue with Jim Hardage, Director of the
MSRTS program in Little Rock, and to Frank Corrigan, head of the
Migrant Education Program in the Department of Education. As you
may recall, the Department is planning to phase out the Migrant
Student Record Transfer System (MSRTS) next year.

This issue dates back to the Spring of 1993, when the Department,
at the request of House Education and Labor Committee Chairman
Bill Ford (D-MI) and ranking minority member Rep. Bill Goodling
(R-PA), decided not to recompete the program grant, as was
originally planned. The decision was made instead to wait for
the outcome of the reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), which authorizes the program. At
this time, both the House and Senate have passed ESEA bills.
Conferees will be meeting over the next several weeks. to iron out
differences, with a final bill expected to be passed this Fall.

At present, neither the House nor the Senate bills mandates the
continuation of MSRTS, though the Senate bill would allow the
U.S. Department of Education to continue the program until 1/1/96
- six months beyond the date in the current law. It appears that
Congress, believing a more efficient and less costly way to
transfer migrant student records can be found, no longer intends
.to support & centralized database like MSRTS. The Department of
Education estimates the total annual Federal, state and local
cost of the program at between $16 and $25 mlllion, out of a
total $300 million allocated under the Migrant Education Program
(MEP) . Frank Corrigan has said the money could be put to better
use, like funding increased migrant identification, migrant
health efforts, tutoring, after-school activities, etc.

One possible replacement being considered for State and local

data systems is a system based on the SPEEDE/EXPRESS standards

for records for data transfer. I have been told that the :

Department of Education plans to issue a Federal Register notice

- soliciting comments on the issue, possibly within ‘the next few
months.

Finally, on a political note, the migrant education community
seems either to be split (according to Corrigan) or mostly
against the Department (according to Hardage) on this issue.
Either way, eliminating this program is bound to make a bunch
people mad, and not just in Little Rock.

At this point, however, there is. little we ‘can do absent a rapid
change of heart by Congress. Since neither the House nor Senate
ESEA bill extends the program, a separate bill would probably '
have to be introduced to do so. Hardage has said that he would




be willingvto do whateVer it takes, but that various sympathetic
Congresspeople are unlikely to act on the program’s behalf
without the Admlnlstratlon 'S ble881ngs o .
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Tx;7/29/94 1etter from James Boardman - He appreciated note you sent. ~1W‘
Some of his: favorite professional memories have resulted from working
3with you and Pre81dent,A“*“" S SN LT : : _

- “He is' more frustrated than ever with U S.~dffice of‘Education., In 25
" years of . working w1th various 1nd1v1dua1s at USOE, he has never had to

| - deal wlth such arrogance and apparent lack of concern for children.

. He 18 now Asst. Director at Migrant Student Record Transfer System.

: ‘:He would appreciate anything you could do to help their efforts to

improve and continue MSRTS. If you are unable to assist, he asks that

-+ you not forward letter to anyone at Office of Education. Doing. so
*.~would only add stress to an already stralned relationship.

uk: See :
_V V Direct to @AX{ ﬁ""w °t"
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for review/response
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m P“'tmt Ciin‘bon- However,. I am more frustrat;eﬁ than I hﬂv.

' " avar been with the U.8. Office of Education. I have worked . -
‘diractly with various individuals at the U.8.0.E. for almest 25
yeaxrs and have never- had to deal wit.n such a:zoga.nco or npparant e
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T 1 moved to tha uicrmt student necord 'rramfe: Byuan msn'rS) ag
. Assistant nirmtor to Jim Hardage in January of 1983, 8ince that
© . time, we have managad to significantly improve the system in spite '
. ‘of the resistance of ‘the Office. of Migrant Bducation. Whils ' .
additional ohamc are -till naadod. the ayltan lhauld not be

| . donttmd

~mmy organintions md individuala hnvn come. to. the dnfenn ot tho R
. M8RTE im the last few months . inoluding the Hispanic comimnity, -
~ paxents of migrmb children, chief atate school officers and

| migzoant program staff. ‘Rvidently, this support ‘i either: being
. filtered or igmored by those in decision making positions. I

' tr!.od, wibhout mc:cese, tc get thin ‘message to nrn:ldant clinton. o

T F wankb you ’co ‘koow chat I be:l.ievo .tnp:oving and. eontinuina tho“
© MSRTS is the right thing to do.  Hopefully, you weuld have amcugh

conZidenca .'Ln the psople here: in hrka.nsas to kelleve that’ wo could

do the job. I would. appruciat;e amrt.hinq m ‘¢ould do to holp cI€ -
. . for some reason you are unable to asslst, I ask only that you not -~
o forward this letter to ‘anyone at the Office of Bdusation. I am '/
- already familiar with their viewpoint and doing lo wou.td on:l.y add..

stress to an. n.r:udy Atntm nlationship. SR
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November 4, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR ROSALYN MILLER

THROUGH: BILL GALSTON

FROM: KIM ROSS W/Vﬂ—\ |

SUBJECT: Migrant Student Records Transfer System (MSRTS)

Bayla White, Director of Migrant Education at the Department of Education, provided the
following information on MSRTS.

MSRTS is actually a contract with Arkansas, not a federal program. This contract is
scheduled to end June 30, 1995. The new law contained in The Elementary & Secondary
Education Act (signed into law on October 20, 1994) states that records should be transferred
but does not mandate any particular method. The U.S. Department of Education is currently
negotiating an orderly phase down of MSRTS.

Mr. Howard Essl in the Migrant Education Office at the U.S. Department of Education is
handling the procedures for phasing down MSRTS. Ms. Connie Nowell should feel free to
ontact him at 202-260-1401 with any questions.

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.
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TO: Bill Galston ,
£
FROM: Rosalyn Miller ﬁf&d¢

SUBJECT: Migrant Student Rights Transfer System (MSRTS)

Carol asked that I obtain guidance from you about the phone
conversation I had with Connie Nowell in Arkansas on this issue.

Connie wonders what the latest is on this issue (although I
haven’t told this to Connie, Carol thought it had gone to ESEA
and that the chances were good that this program would be phased
out.) Did the bill pass? Have we signed it?

Connie also asked for the name of someone with whom she could
learn about customary procedures when a federal program is phased
out (i.e. severance pay, pay for training, etc.)

Thanks.



Cvney

MEMORANDUM
OF CALL

[j YOu WQJE CALLED BY- D YOU WERE VISITED BY -

-4

(oinid /\}m.,,/!, |
M.

OF‘{ﬁrganizatmn)
o P6/(b)(6)

fym CACE DIirsAse B m FTS D AUTQVON

P6/(b)(6) ﬁkm
CALL AGAIN @ . !?TNA!T!NG TO SEEVOU

B Wittt CALLAGAIN ~ -,
. e
D RETURNED VOUR'CALL - W(SHES AN APPOINTMENT

MESSAGE

Previous editions usable

e s




L}
& ﬂ.
. Lo ‘ i B . ] .
/4. - . .




TO: Bill Galston

FROM: Rosalyn Miller

SUBJECT: Migrant Student Rights Transfer System (MSRTS)

Carol asked that I obtain guidance from you about the phone
conversation I had with Connie Nowell in Arkansas on this issue.
Connie wonders what the latest is on this issue (although I
haven’t told this to Connie, Carol thought it had gone to ESEA
and that the chances were good that this program would be phased
out.) Did the bill pass? Have we signed it?

Connie also asked for the name of someone with whom she could
learn about customary procedures when a federal program is phased
out (i.e. severance pay, pay for training, etc.)

Thanks.



