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Carol, 

I've talked again with the Department of Education concerning 
NESIC. The Secretary continues to view NESIC as a political 
lightning rod and liability that could (and probably should) be 
sacrificed to reduce pressure on the rest of the Goals bill. 
Some legislative people in the dept. believe that we should 
relinquish it only as part of a larger "trade" involving 
something we want in return. 

While I agree with the Department that NESIC could easily be 
sacrificed without harming the future of education in this 
country one bit, there are three pOints to keep in mind: 

1. It's not clear to me that we will be in a strong enough 
position to hold out for a trade. 

2. The only way we can pitch NESIC overboard is through a 
legislative fix. The existing law is quite specific: we shall 
appoint • . . So if we believe in the rule of law, we must 
either constitute NESIC or alter the statute. Reopening the bill 
raises some interesting questions. 

3. If we eliminate NESIC, many of its functions would have to 
devolve to the Goals Panel. So you and the Secretary would have 
to vote on issues such as the certification of voluntary 
standards. 

vs. l;k'.s ~ ~.{vel- ~"!L,t qf)&Ju.~ 
i! ~	Vf' , ...J- -th.. /t.1 Jkt "\fIl ~ 

'P~ (JY-.. 11..l j f~ 

() . . 




E X E CUT I V E OFF ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

13-Dec-1994 04:37pm 

TO: 	 William A. Galston 

FROM: 	 Carol H. Rasco 
Economic and Domestic Policy 

CC: Kimberly M. Ross 

SUBJECT: NESIC 

I was just on phone with Gov. Romer on another topic and we talked 
some about NESIC .... can you update me on where the Dept. is in 
their thinking since that memo that you and I last discussed 
briefly? 

Thanks. 
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CheneY,To Start Review Panel 

Lynne v.. Cheney, the former alyze the standards and the 

chairwoman. of the National Goals 2000 legislation; to build 
Endowment 'for the Humani- alliances with groups tha~ are 
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