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The Honorable Michael Xantox 
united States Trade Representative 
Washington, C 205 

Dear AmDassa~r 
I read with interest the le forwarded from Frank Rothman, 
who supports a proposal byt e Intersociety Council for ilesearch 
of the Kidney and Urinary Tract tn ~~.ate a national OQntcr for 
kidney and urologic diseases at the Depart~ent of Health and 
HUman Services' National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

The Department ie committed to conquering kidney and urologic
diseases and easing the burden on patients and their families as 
well as that placed on the Nat.ion's hcaalth eareClystem. Towiilrd 
that end, in fisgal year 1994, the NIH.expende~ more than $35; 
million for research related to kidney:;.and urologic diseases. In 
fact, these programs are among the fastest growing ~seajJ;'ch areas 
within the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Eidney Diseases (NIODK), the NIH Institute responsible for 
research on these diaeasea. 

However, ~hA Department believeo that a separate NIH center tor 
kidney and urologic diseaseG would hinder rather than enh~nce 
r&search in these areas. Such research currently has a 
productive scientific interrelationohip with other research 
programs of the NIDD~, including programs in diabete~, 
endocrinology, nutrition, and hematology. 

Furthermore, in accordance with the National Performance Review, 
Which calls for streamlining government, the NIH is striving to 
lower employment ceilings and other costs of administration. The 
e.~abli.hment of a new NIH center would require .xpansio~e in 
personnel and related administrative cqats that are not . 
compatible with streamlining efforts.! would prefer to use 
aVAilable funde to .uppor~ NIDDK'seurrent, growing programs in 
kidney and urologic diseases rese.rch. . . 

While we differ in OY", cspproacb, J. can assure you and. members of 
~he In~@rsociety Council for Research of the'K1dney Ana Urinary
Tract that I, along with NIH official., share the common qoalot
• .,.adieat:ing kicSn.y and \U:ulu9.1C. diseases. . 

, : '? ~ 
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, THE UNITED STATES TRAOE AEPRESeNTATlVE 
Executive Offioo of the Pr.ealdent 

WUhlngton. D.C. 20r,0e 

.'J <" 

29 August 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY DO A SHALALA 

SUBJECT' ('.1'P.Jltion of Sl N~tionlll Cf!'l'\t~T tor 1(; nf.\)' AM imloeir: I )i~E"A~!: 
1 

Attached i~ a letter from ttanlc Kathman, who 'Mites in support ofthe creation of a 
NationaJ Center for Kidney and 1Jrologic Disea.~es at the National Instlnnes of Health. 

As evidenced hy the attached "Rational for the Creation ofa National Center for Kidney 
and Urologic Diseases," prepared by the InterSociety C.ollncil for Research of the Kidney and 
UrinAry Tract, the creation of a Nat;onal Center i!< ofparamount importance to doctors working 
in kidney and urinary tract research. The InterSociety C'.ouncil reI'~en~ more than 16,000 
J'I'Mvidem and scientist..~ for Jddney and uroloeic diseases. 

I appreciate your time. 

cc: Ms. Carol Rasco 
Ass;~tant to the Pre..c;ident 

For Domestic Policy 
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Ambassador Mic:haeI Kantor 
United States Trade RepreseDtative 

),WiDder BuUdJDa 600 

Seventeenth Street, N. W. 

WadringtoD, D.C. 20506 


Dear Mickey: 

, I certaiDJy recognize bow busy you are with your extelleot work 
In Washington, aDd J feel aomewhat praumpluOU!i 1D wrldng tbls letter to 
you. 

I am mundent tbat you will understaDd the impartaDce of this 
letter aDd how much I would appreciate 8II)1hIng you might be able to do to 
belp accomplish the Boals foc the creation of{a NatiooalCeoter tor Kidney 
and Urologic Diseases. . 

As YOll know, lowe my Ufe to the exceD.ent doctors who 
performed research on kidney diseases. Through ·thelr expertise, I am still 
ftghtiq ill the courtroom e'geQ'day. I feel a special dwmess to tbeIr aose 
because I know tbat it is one which is worthy and ODe which, ill the JODg run, 
will save mauyllves. .' . ' . . • . 

The creation Of a aatioDal center is or paramouut JmportaDce' to 
the doctors workiDg iD. kidney 8Dd urinary tract raean:b. I am eudoQog aD 

iDtemal memorandum which sets forth the ntioaa1e for the creation of the 
Center.. 0 

Mickey, I would coDSider It a persoualla'fOl' if you would direct 
this material to the proper source. AD,! words or c.oCOW'apmeut wbkh you 
could briD& to the cause would be deeply appreciated. 

··l ,,: 
,.~. '. 
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Ambassador Michael Kantor 

August 1$, 1995 

Page 2 


Both Mariana ad I U;USS seeing you. We wish you the 'feI'y 

best, and hoperuUy, we wID get together in caJifomja in the Dear future. 

FRlbb 
hel. .,I,'? f; 

ce: Dr. Shaw G. Massry, Nephrology Department 
UDivenity of Southll'll CaJIfonUa School of McclidDe 

.,;~ : 
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THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

Executive Office of the President 


Washington, D.C. 20506 


AUG 30 1995 

29 August 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY DO A SHALALA 

FROM: AMBASSADOR MICHAEL KANT 

SUBJECT: Creation of a National Center for Ki rologic Diseases 

Attached is a letter from Frank Rothman, who writes in support of the creation of a 
National Center for Kidney and Urologic Dis~ases at the National Institutes of Health. 

As evidenced by the attached "Rational for the Creation of a National Center for Kidney 
and Urologic Diseases," prepared by the InterSociety CoUncil for Research of the Kidney and 
Urinary Tract, the creation of a National Center is of paramount importance to, doctors working 
in kidney and urinary tract research. The InterSociety Council represents more than 16,000 
providers and scientists for kidney and urologic diseases. 

I appreciate your time. 

.,' 

cc: Ms. Carol Rasco 
Assistant ,to the President 


For Domestic Policy 
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Ambassador Michael Kantor 

United States Trade Representative 

Winder Building 600 

Seventeenth Street, N.W . 

Washington, D.C. 20506 


Dear Mickey: 

. . I certainly recognize how busy you are with your excellent work 
in Washington, and I feel somewhat presumptuous in writing this letter to 
you. 

I am confident that you will understand the importance of this 
letter and how much I would appreciate anything you might be able to do to 
help accomplish the goals for the creation of a National Center for Kidney 
and Urologic Diseases. 

As you know, lowe my life to the excellent doctors who 
performed research on kidney diseases. Through their expertise, I am still 
fighting in the courtroom everyday. I feel a special closeness to their cause 
because I know that it is one which. is worthy and one which, in the long run, 
will save many lives. 

The creation of a national center is of paramount importance to 
the doctors working in kidney and urinary tract research. I am enclosing an 
internal memorandum which sets forth the rationale for the creation of the 
Center. 

Mickey, I would consider it a personal favor if you would direct 
this material to the proper source. Any words of encouragement which you 
could bring to the cause would be deeply appreciated. 



Ambassador Michael Kantor 
August 15, 1995 
Page 2 

Both Mariana and I miss seeing you. We wish you the very 
best, and hopefully, we will get together in California in the near future. 

FR/bh 
Encl. 

cc: 	 Dr. Shaul G. Massry, Nephrology Department 
University of Southern California School of Medicine 
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·n$phrology.Despite successful implementation ota variety of., ."", .',><....... ; ..... ·.··,'.1: "',,,' '!. 

metabolic, hormonal" dialysis and transplantation therapies for such' 

· . ", . . 
. 

.! '. ". . 
Ii 

· j children, m~ny fundamental 88pec~8 of the patho,genesis of their" ..,,'.. '. .' . . . I : :, '. . . ,. 
underlying renal diseases as well as their adaptat',on to CAF are 

".. 	 '.", : . 

incompletely understood or unknown •. furthermore, renal r8Place~8nt 

. . "' .". ,~', . '. '. ',.' ! _' i ~ 

therapies offe.red these children must be tailored to the special. .' 

'.' 	 . . ,-.,' 

; 

requirements ofe,growing and developing child. Clearly, research!ln .. 
.'... '.. '.., .. ' i.. ..... .~~fz>~ 
,nlDnh::atri,. nlDnnrnln;'\I I:!hnilin he nlre"ten I!llT ~ "nrnhlnrd 	 ...... 
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,,'. , or.' eliminate causes of Cp'F In children 88 wen as provldll1g them with new end 
• • .. .~ ) • - • • ' ; -"" .," :' I " ,'._ .' " • 

...~ '. ' "_ ." " ..: ': ,,;._. .: : ',~":., ,',-,"" '- r;, •• ~... • • '." .,; ~~.~ '" • .,' 

'optimal renal replacemelTlt therapies. 'Ths',8ituation"for,urologlc diseases i-. similar,: 'I 
." ' . ',' " ,.' " :,I ! , , , ".:, . '~ ", '" ' ... ,., , '. . ' I 

," ":The"~Qrtality ~te"·fc?r.pr:8tatlc cancer has b~.e~, i~creaSI~~ ~t 1% for e:Ch ~f the I 

,:,",5j,~:i~\:'c , ",' ;,;./:;.:,' , 

",laaf:2o.:Veers• and Is nor tha second leading C8US~Of.d8llth,ln m8n.DI8~rbancei 'I' 
,of bladd8rfunction in wbf!1en are certaln~ mOre numerouathen funded p~pJects ti',' , 

underS1andthem. ..,,' ""';. 
,'., " ..; '. . :. .' , . , "':\'" " 

JJJnfortunately,th~ NIH spends only~3% of their $11'.3 billion ,budget for .. i 

re.earc~ ,In theae di~eas~a,'currentIV. clinical end baslereaearch supporqor kldn~v i 
·.andur.~logic diseases ,is Fn,y a parto.f ths'missionof t~~N~tlonalln8tltute:of;l: .' , 

,~labet~8. olgestlve~~d~ldnev 0ls8a888 (NIPOK). the NBtlO~~ICariCe~ Institute "I" , 
(Net) 8f1d the National,' , .' , . .t . ~ I 

',. i "Insi:lt:t~ of AllergV and Ih~ctlousOJse88~(NIAIDI.Even thougirthe NIO~K 'I'·' 
""""::'~ .. ':',,;.::.;;~:~:~.,<:,~' .. l .:'··~'<f·_.-·l:·!: :." "" '''' .. '".:-,"""" ..';",: . ,.1·.···:.,-.. ,i :1:' 

. ", su.p.e~hs the largest ,per~'ent of resea'rch -Int~ kidney, and 'u~oioglc diseases,:.,In FY t .. 
· ,,', ,', ,', :' !"'. '. . ' .' , ' .' ;' '. ,:1; 

';94thl~.amo~nted, toonlv~ .118 mllllo~ of the$783mm:on appropriated fOr the I 
. ~.,,' '. , 

. . '." .... ' , ..;..... , ' .;- '.. " ....... ', .".. .,..., :'..........<. .',' . :'.. , '.'.. ' ..... 
and,pra,viders believs:th~ moment to achleve,that end is at hand~' .Altoget~~r, thai: 

: .; .", '+s'" ..." ,.,' ~ ,'. . . ." . ji 
. ',' -.i The IntarSoci~tv Council for Kidney and Urologic Research· at Its . "! 
January, 1995 meeti~g adopted. unanimously 8 proposal to hava a Nationll' Center. i 

. . for Kid1eYSnd Urol0f!'c, f>'s9as~s.. Subsequently, ~ach voting, Society ratified the;'1 . I 
propos~L 'Those socletl'ts lncl~de the American. Association ofGenltourln,rv, i 

, :'; .­ " . 

' . ,,:' ·1; 

.Surgaof:\s, Amerlc~n Society of Nephrology, Am.ric~n Society of'Pedlatrlc' ' J' , .. 
Nephrolqgy, American Society. of Transplant PhyslClsns, American Urological . 1.1.I' 

Assocl~tlon, NationalKI~ney 'Foundation,-Polycystic Kidney' Research' Foundation,';. 
· 'RenaFPhyslclans Associ~tlon, . Society of Urologic Oncology, and the'Soclety of l·'.'1". 

University Urologists.' . . , I 
I 
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InterSotiety Council represents over 16,000 providers and scientists for kidney: and . . ". " ..' .', . " ~ . I . 
urotogi~ diseases, and speaks as one voice in this matter. ANstlons/Centerwol;J.l'd 

: " . ." .... . ,:,.' : :,,~;,:<I. 

be an a~mlnistrative vehicle to bring' substantial parts of the curre~tly fragmented: Ii 
. -. . .'. . ,- . . -. ;:. '. f-J!~' 

.. "', Ii ' 

researcnsupport for the~e diseases u~derone administrative authQrity •.. ' •• ' .••• '.• >:!'" I 
Currently the President Is Implementing' a restructuring, of 'many federal .__ , ;: I 

. . government agencies, In~ludlng theC~part~·~n~o~Hea!th.and Hurna~S~~Ic'~i\{~~~ft'~F'I ..::, 
. , , " ":: ,,: " .' '~:'" ,',:~/ ::~;0~if';;:~ii:~~'r;;}}'fi;ii?f;B~i,,~~:;!:> " ',., >1;;:·'~;ti~~':~~';!ll~f.~jjJJltr--\ :.'" , 
which 'fIlIH Is a part. Fu~her. certain Congressional commlnees are reviewing;, .. ; l' 
reforms In the structure and size of th~ central governme~t. Underlying bO~~' ,t· 
initiativ~s to reform government i~ the, ~esire to achieve a hlgherdagree ot'" '\::,:, .

'. ,','"',, l' ,'. • ' , '.,. :,' .,' ,.". " , ,,', ."'!::<S;,·!!~:;' . 
efftcienpv and productivity. The creation of a Nstlonai Centsr by PresIdent c:n~,~o:~j , , 

• ,:,', \' '. ,; , ' •. :: ':. ',",,". " . .,', '>' '. , : , i, ;,~::<;;r :1'. "", 

.. woyld <)onform to the gqals oftheChlef Exec~tlve and ofthe Congr888bV ;, :_~~j. J 
centralizing the managerilent, setting ,strict priorities, and ",asuring accountabmty..t~ : 

a now fragmented edml1lstratlvestructur. for .811 ~~ney end urologlCdl8ea888t Ijli.1 
this regf3rd, It must be erpphaslzed that the creation of 8 Nationsl Center would not i 

require. funds except per~aps for the most modest of Increased admlnistrative':co~~ ·1 
, .: " .', ' '~ : J I 

in the first year ofcreatj~n. 2 A National Canter will afford these diseases the' I . 
, ",.!. I, 

empha.is and prominence they deserve,o~ the. roster of human' research. 
. . I ...... . ~, ':' • , 

l!he p'rocess requi"ed to create 8;N8tior;sl Center is,,nlther 8tralghtfC)rwa~c:f:~' 

The Preisldent has the e~hority to make certain administrative changes In ihe.:>....1 

9xecutl~e branch by Ei<erut~~O~der• Such • waUldbe the vehicle for th8Net~1eeJ, 
Center for Kidney and Uf.OloglcDiseas8s;' There is ample precedent for structural, I 

change 18t th~ NIH. For .x~mple, in'·r~cent '~I~e8 a ~ur8in~ ~cen~~r {WhICh.'W~~:~~;: ,:'1" 
< • .', • ~. • '. 

, f ,,.~' J .• 
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. _ : .. {. . I·· " ' _ ", .~, . .,.' "~;>~'~:~:~> );J;;', 

, . 2::'Ah,estimated b~d.get for the:NatlonaFCentsr-fof'Kldneyand UrologIc,::;, ':~~~1~,') ": ' 
. DIseases. wou~d:be'about$~20':rnmlon; .'t,ilttl,~,1ge~'milllon for. :extetriauy fund~(t~:;L.:~;~.) I~;',"' . 

researcf:l,. $'''~~5~mtlllon' f~r 1ntramural're,~e~rch~p!~!lrmed atth,e; NI.H,an~.~'~5;;:,.':-2t:I,?:~",,' 
mmlon-1of:management·'~n9.:~uoot'''''-'':Qr\ljc.Cl; ,,;, :".::"~', "~'.':,." ' " .' 
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ohanged by Congress to a Nu~aing Institute) and a Center ~or Rehabilitation' ,"".1 

Researchwerec;e~ted, At pr8&8nt.therea~four centers within the NiH," II 
Attach~l$th~ IllrlgU8?8fOr ,the Nursing Center vmlCh,WOUld serve 8S 8 t.r~~et~J ,\' . 

for theNlltrD~BI c"rer 'DrKidneY.8ndUr~~~g~D~IIBS~S, '.' .'. . ......I~\>.I.; .• 
. ~~,s. at a. time when the science Of, 1!10IeC~~"rneti~s 8ndCellbIO\~~.~.~~ I;.;. ! 

'. . .:~' " • . . '" . • '. ,. . - '.' .' .' ~,: ". " '. , , .. , ~ -' . " .:'" :.,~'t<'~"~f!':;,'1'~/~~ 'J~ . 

, be appl~d.diractlv~to the study of kfdnavand .urologl.c diseasss, which 8ff8c~.~a,,··":,: ; 
, .' " ,.' i,};~t4i~j~;?f,~{~;f~~~t;:;~f:;';·;;·h;?! '~}. f; ·*:.·::tf~:;,~··;{~t~~~:;~~~~;~t~~;M!~l\ii:;~~:~;:~~~;;-:~f :,:. :. '. ,".,:'. " ;. ~f. c' .'. 

'Contln~a"V Increasing fi8ctlonoftheentlr~ AiT1e~~a~r~pu,latlon.we er.~Mp.i~~I; . 

your support f~r the creation of a National Center ofKIdney and UrOloglc,,'Q!~"ilfls.'!.~I· 

'. ,..... _ ." ,:.' :.... .' i. ~ " ... ':-.,. . ,.... '. . . ·.:::':'=~~~;~1·~,f.~:.;~.Jk.· 

to. take ,advantage 01 a unique opportunity to effect asubstantlallmprovementJil<:r:' 

• • : :.:_~.' " ,\ ,.'" '. " • ~ • ~. " ~, ••'~ :_' , '-.\: :,:: :_., , ., , ~; ••• • 

-. .'. , ' 'i": "'-~.~.. ' , 

the life ofthes~ patients and prevent Suthdiseas~s in-the future. 
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