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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND MUMAN SERYICES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2020

0CT 10 1995

The Honorable Michael Kantor
United States Trade Representative
Washington, RC 205

-Dear Ambaseagkr ‘ e

I read with intereoct the letter you forwarded from Frank Rothman,
who supports a proposal by the Intersociety Council for Research
of the Kidney and Urinary Tract to create a national eenter for
- kidney and urologic diseases at the Department of Health and
" Human Services’ Natiocnal Institutee of Health (NIH}.

The Department ie committed to conquering kidney and urologic
diseases and easing the burden on patients and their families as
well as that placed on the Nation’s health care system. Towazd
that end, in fiscal year 1994, the NIH expended more than §$355
million for research related to kidneyiand urclogic diseases. 1In
fact, these programs are among the fastest growing research arecas
within the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and
Kidney Diseases (NIDDK), the NIH Institute responsible for
research on these diseases.

However, the Department believes that a separate NIH center for
kidney and urologic diseases would hinder rather than enhance
research in these areas. Such reseaxch currently has a
productive scientific interrelationchip with other research
programs of the NIDDK, including programs in diabetes,
endocrinoclogy, nutrition, and hematclogy. '

Furthermore, in accordance with the National Performance Review,
which calls for streamlining government, the NIH is striving to
lower employment ceilings and other coste of administration. The
establishment of a new NIH center would require expansions in
personnel and related administrative costs that are not .
compatible with streamlining efforts. I would prefer to use
available funde to support NIDDK‘s current, growing programes in
kidney and uroclogic diseases research.

While we differ im cu: approach, l can assure you and members of
the Intersociety Council for Research of the Kidney and Urinary
Tract that I, along with NIH officials, share the common goal of
eradicating kidney and urvlugic diseages.

o~ Sigcerely,

\ -

aE. §halala
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THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
Exocutive Offioo of the President
Washington, D.C. 20508

29 August 1995

- MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY DONNA SHALALA
FROM: AMBASSADOR MICHAEL KANT

SURJECT: Crestinn of a National Center for Kitney and {imlogic | liseases

Attached is a letter from Frank Kothman, who writes in support of the creation of a
National Ceenter for Kidney and 1irolngic Diseases at the National Institutes of Health.

As evidenced by the attached “Rational for the Creation of a National Center for Kidney
and Urologic iseases,” prepared by the InterSociety Council for Research of the Kidney and
Urinary Tract, the creation of a National Center is of paramount importance to doctors working
in kidney and urinary tract research. The InterSociety Council represents more than 16,000
providers and scientists for kidney and urologic diseases.

I appreciate your time.

e Ms. Carol Rasco
Assistant to the President
For Domestic Policy
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United States Trade Representative
Winder Building 600 ¥
Seventecenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20506

Dear Mickey:

. Icertainly recognize how busy you are with your excellent work
in Washington, and 1 feel somewhat presumptuous in writing this jetter to
you. _

I am confident that you will understand the importance of this
letter and how much I would appreciate anything you might be able to do to
help accomplish the goals for the creation offa Nauonal Center for Mdney
and Urologic Diseases. A

As you koow, I owe my life to the excellent doctors who
performed research on kidney diseases. Through their expertise, I am still
fighting in the courtroom everyday. I feel a speaal cluseness to thelr cause
because I know that it is one whxch is wonhy and one whxch in the long run,
will save many lives.

Theu'eaﬁond‘anatmnalcenta‘isofparammmtlmportanceto
the doctors working in kidney and urinary tract resecarch. J am enclosing an
internal memorandum which sets forth the ratmnale for the creation of the
Center. ;

Mickey, 1 would consider it a personal favor if you would direct
this material to the proper source. Any words of encouragement which you
could bring to the cause would be deeply appreciated.

P p
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Both Mariana and I miss seeing you. We wish you the very
- best, and hopefully, we will get together in California in the near future.

FR/bh
Enel.

¢c:  Dr. Shaul G. Massry, Nephrology Department
University of Southern California School of Medicine
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THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
Executive Office of the President
Washington, D.C. 20506

AU 30 g0

29 August 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY DONNA SHALALA

FROM: AMBASSADOR MICHAEL KANT

SUBJECT: Creation of a National Center for Kitlney and Urologic Diseases

Attached is a letter from Frank Rothman, who writes in support of the creation of a
National Center for Kidney and Urologic Diseases at the National Institutes of Health.

As evidenced by the attached “Rational for the Creation of a National Center for Kidney
and Urologic Diseases,” prepared by the InterSociety Council for Research of the Kidney and
Urinary Tract, the creation of a National Center is of paramount importance to doctors working
in kidney and urinary tract research. The InterSociety Council represents more than 16,000
providers and scientists for kidney and urologic diseases.

I appreciate your time.

cc:  Ms. Carol Rasco .
' Assistant to the President
For Domestic Policy
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Ambassador Michael Kantor
United States Trade Representative
Winder Building 600

Seventeenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20506

Dear Mickey:

A -1 certainly recognize how busy you are with your excellent work
in Washington, and I feel somewhat presumptuous in writing this letter to

you.

I am confident that you will understand the importance of this
letter and how much I would appreciate anything you might be able to do to
help accomplish the goals for the creation of a National Center for Kidney
and Urologic Diseases. '

As you know, I owe my life to the excellent doctors who
performed research on kidney diseases. Through their expertise, I am still
fighting in the courtroom everyday. I feel a special closeness to their cause
because I know that it is one which is worthy and one which, in the long run,
will save many lives.

The creation of a national center is of paramount importance to
the doctors working in kidney and urinary tract research. I am enclosing an
internal memorandum which sets forth the rationale for the creation of the
Center.

Mickey, I would consider it a personal favor if you would direct
this material to the proper source. Any words of encouragement which you
could bring to the cause would be deeply appreciated.
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Both Mariana and I miss seeing you. We wish you the very
best, and hopefully, we will get together in California in the near future.

Very tryly yours,

FR/bh
Encl.

cc: Dr. Shaul G. Massry, Nephrology Department
University of Southern California School of Medicine



f -Ratlonala for the Craatlon of*a :
Naaonaf CGntar ror iadney and Urologlc Dlsaases

¢
|

Tha commumtvrof phvs;man-sclenttsts Involvad ln k!dnay and

»-urologic dlseases‘ ne;us a hngher profile of adrmmstratlve authorlty at

‘ the Nat!onal mstntutes of Haalth The soctetai costs of chronlc l::ldney
=d!853888, kndney transplantatlon, and prostatlc and bladder cant:er; are
. enormous. amountlng to over 865 blulon dollars annually Such !

dlseases account for 8% of d|rect costs of all dlseases In this country
. !

‘ lt is astlmated that by tha year 2000 ohe in every thousand :
A Amaricans wull suffer from k:dney failure. While the tharaplas of

l
dlaiysis and transplantation ara hfe-saving, sclentiﬂc advances are !

noedad dssperatety to make transp!antatton more avallable and m ru

parmanant : We need to lmprave transqiant and dlaiysis patlent

Survwal ratas now The cilmcai care and attendant support servlc $

uxred to manage ehlldren with chronl;c renél fallure (CRF) are th

most d!ﬁxcult, tlme consummg' and aqunsive aspect of pedlatrlc
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nephro!ogy Desplte successful lmpiementation of a vanaty of

ot . . achtidren, many fundamental aspects of fhe pathogenests of thair.
Geakd St MD. . X 3

% :
metabohc, hormonal dzalysxs and transpiantation tneraplas for 8uc1h '
1
o
Buftalo, NY: . . o underlying renal dlseases as well as the!r adaptatlon 10 CRF are:

Houston, TX .o+ " - - mcompietely understood or unknown. Furthermora. renal raptacamant
Washington Representative: . » ]‘ A
725 15t Strwat NW-Sie 800 tharapies offered these chlldren must be tauored tc the speclal
mmo.a"m; ‘ A

mxmm ' 2 requ:raments of a growmg and developmg Ghlld Clearlv, research In.
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, or eummate causes of.CRF in children as weu as provldlng them wlth new and

N optimal ronal raplacememt therapues. The situation for urologlc diseasas ia Srmuan.
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The mqrtallty rate for prostatlc cancer has been mcreaslng at 1% for aach of the |

last 20 years. and is now tha sacond Ieadlng causc of daath n men. Disturbancer K

of bladdar functron in women are certalnly mora numerous than funded prp}ects tc:_

' understand them. :

Unfortunately, tha NIH spends only. 3% of tholr $11 3 billlon budget for

rasearch in these dlsaases. Curremly, chmcal and basrc research support for kldndv

and urqlogrc dtseases 1s l:mh,r a part uf tha mxsslon of the Natlonal |nstitute of

abetqs, Digestuve and thney Dlseases (NIDDK), the Natlonal Cancer lnstltuto

(NCI) and the Natlonal

Instltuta of Allargy and lhfectrous Dlseases (NIA!D) Even though tha N!DBK

supports tha largest perqant of rasearch lnto ktdney and urozoglc dlsaases. ln FY

94 this amounted to only 81 1 8 milllon of the 3783 mmlon approprtated for the

lnstituta'rs ovarall pmgrah\

_ and pravidars baheve thq mornem to achleve that end 18 at hand Altogether, thei
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... -% Tha lnterSocrqty Councrl for. Kidney and Uro!oglc Resaarch at ita
January, 1995 meaeting adopted unanimously a proposal to have a Nations! Centarf
for K:dney and Urologic pfseases. Subsequently, each voting Soclaty ratified the i
proposai ‘Those societies include the Amaerican Association of Genltuurlnarv
‘Surgeons, American Saciety: of Nephrology, American Society of Pediatric
Nephrology, American Society of Transplant Physicians, American Urologlcal
Assoclation, National Kidney Foundation, Polycystic Kidney Research Foundation, |
" Renal‘Physicians Assomdtion, Socrety of Urologlc Oncologv. and the Soclety of
Universrty Urologrsts P r S
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Urolog;c Diseases. The Ieadarshnp of all majo organlzatlons represen’dng patients
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!merSocrety Councu represents over 16.000 prcwrders and scmnt:sts for k;dney and :
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uroiogle dlseases and spaaks as one vmce in this matter. A Natianal Center wculd

be an edmlmstratwe vehicle to brmg substantnal pans of the eurremly fragmentad

: lr"

research support for these drseeses under one edmimstreﬂve authemy

t !“f
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Curremly the Pres!dent is implementing 2 restructurmg of many federai

*'.

- govemment agencies, lncluding the Department ' f Heaith end Humen Servl'

which NIH is e part Further, certain Congresslonal commlttees are' evrewings
| referms in the structure and size of the central governmem. Underlymg both
) rnrtratwes t0 reform governmen‘c is the dessre to achleve a higher. degrae of i
' efﬂcrancy and productivriy The creation of a Nstlanal Cenrer by Presldent Cllntonzj'j
' wouid conform to the gqals of the Chief Executlva and of the Congress bv |
‘ cemrahzing the management, satting strict pnorrtlaa. and’ aasurmg accountabmtv tq;;

i <
a now fragmented adminlstrative structure for all krdney and urologlc dlaaeses. l l
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this regprd it must be erpphastzed that the creatron ef a National Center would not

require funds except perhaps for the most. modest of. increased administretrve costs |

in the flrst vear of creatmn A National Center will afford these diseases the ‘

emphasrs and prommence they deserve on tha roster of human research.

'Fha process requrrad to creata 8 Netzonaf Center i8. rathar straightforward.f.'

The Preisrdent has tha aqthonty to make certam edministretwe changes In the

- An estlmated budge‘c for the Natlonal Center far deney and Ufologr‘c

* Diseases.would:be-about $220. milllon, with: $196:million-for- externally finde

research, $15:5million fbr intramural: research. pertormed at the NIH, and LL .
milliony for: menagemant and suooﬁﬂmomwm o :
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changed' by ébnérésﬁ to a Nu}aihg In'stituiéi an:d‘ a 'Ceritei for Rehabiﬁtationi' |

Rasaarch were created At present, there aro four centers within the NIH
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