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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 6, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANETTA
HAROLD ICKES
{CAROL RASCO
KITTY HIGGINS
LAURA TYSON

DOUG SOSNICK

FROM: | PHIL CAPLAN .
| PETER YU |

SUBJECT: , National Rural Conference - Options ‘ S v

In June 1993, 44 Members of Congress wrote to the President asking that he convene a
"summit" on issues facing rural Americga. In July 1993, the President responded favorably to
their request and asked then-Secretary Espy to organize the event. (Both letters are attached,;
Secretary-designate Glickman was one]of the 44 signers of the letter.).

In July 1994, the White House issued a press release announcing that the National Rural
Conference would be held December 1!, 1994 in Iowa. Also, there would be four "remote
sites" in California, North Carolina, Illinois and North Dakota. The remote sites would hold
conferences on the same day during the same time the President was in Iowa. Each site was’
to be located in a Democratic Member| of Congress' district and was to be co-hosted by two
Cabinet Secretaries (with the exception of North Dakota, which was to be co-hosted by
Senator Byron Dorgan and Deputy Seéretary of Agriculture Rich Rominger.) The Iowa site
and the remote locations were to be hooked up by satellite so that the President could conduct
a national "conversation" on rural issues. Conceptually, the Conference agenda was to be
organized in a similar fashion to the Little Rock Economic Conference.

The event was planned as focusing,bn the many issues in rural America and not on the farm
bill: ‘ )

. Iowa - President and Secretary Espy (broad rural themes);

. North Carolina - Secretary Reich and Secretary Riley (rural education and retraining);
X California - Secretary Pena and Secretary O'Leary (rural infrastructure and energy);
. Hlinois - Secretary Ron Brown |and then-Administrator Bowles (rural economic and

. community development);

. North Dakota (commodity prices).

We postponed the Conference when the GATT vote was scheduled for December 1. All
planning and other activity stopped. '




Now that a new Secretary of Agriculture has been named and will be soon confirmed, the
White House has been asked to resched{ule the event. We have been working with Billy
Webster and Anne Walley to find a date, and have tentatively set the last week in April.

Because of the commitments made during the previous planning process, expectations are
high for the Conference from, in particular, Senator Dorgan and Congressmen Durbin.

~ Dorgan and Durbin, who were the prime originators of the "summit" idea and who we

" accommodated by placing remote conference sites in their state and district, are very anxious
to announce a date and a site. ‘

National Rural Conference - 1995 ; A . 0y

The tentative date for the Conference is Tuesday\ April 25,) If the President speaks to the
Association of Community Colleges Convention in Minneapolis on the 24th, we have
discussed with Scheduling that the President could spend the night in Iowa, get up and attend
a sort of "down home" farm breakfast and then attend the Conference.

Our recommendations about the Conference are as follows; as noted, we seek your guidance on
several aspects -of this effort

Q Al The site--We continue to believe that Iowa is the appropriate site; we would only bring
: to your attention potential political sensitivity--this could be viewed as a (very) early
- /I campaign event. ;

(ke W The timing--By late April, the Administration's posmon on the Farm Bill should be clear

3&1)2% J“'@-v,\, and public and both houses ar%: likely to be holding hearings on Farm Bill issues.
" Notwithstanding, this does not seem an inappropriate time for the Conference.

W , »  The organization--We propose a less elaborate Conference than planned for December--
@"'%’QW namely, a site in Jowa with one-way downlinks available to any Member who wishes to
ool > host his or her own event. Our concerns here are two-fold: first, Dorgan and Durbin may

be disappointed by this downsizing. Second, permitting remote sites controlled by

W/{ ; Members reduces our control over the Conference's message. Other options include: (i)
W an Iowa event without downlinks and (ii) the December 1 format. Resources in p]anmng
the Conference are always a conlcern.

. ¢_agenda--We propose an Economic Conference-style event ‘with modules addressmg
all of-the issue areas outlined above. We would note however that this would follow
closely omthe heels of the Econ]omlc Conference planned for late March.

. The _impleméntation--In light of B111 Galston's expertise in rural development issues, we
propose that DPC and USDA co-chair this effort, with support from other White House

offices as appropriate.
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Congress of the Wnited Shtates o
. | Caariagton, BE 20518 A
. « ' ‘ ~
Honorable William J. Clint
The wh.tt: Kouna"m : +inzon c?t

Waghington, D.C. 20500 = | o
Dear Mr. President: '

) We are writing ap mewbers of the U.8, Congress who represent
rural areds to ask you to comvens a "sumuit on farm policy and
rural development"” & [year. We ask you to join us in a summit
meeting of farm balt legislators; farmers, and farm organizations
to develop a plan to restornm economic health to the farm belt

For over a decada we hava been facing slow economic
strangulation in xural Amasrica. Too many family farmers are
unable to make a living and aze leaving the farm. Small town
businesses are boarding up. And rural states-are losing . ..o
population, - i S s A

Qur economy ios in desp trouble in rural Amarica, Mr.
President. But our citisenc are not protesting in the streets
and they are not running tractorcades to Washington.

~ Rather, their nnger.% han turned to despair n thouaandﬁ have
quietly clomsed businessen, Jeft farms and gone to the urban
centera goeking work and economic survival for thelr ‘tmuas:

. The main culprit in xrurxal America's economic troubles is
chronically low pricea for the commodities family farmers
produck. Low farm prices, as a result, have had a devastating

, ct on our entire rucal economy. Fox over o decade we've lost
jobs and now wa are locing people.
. i .

Last year we asked Preaident Bush to convene a summit on
rural America to explore waya in which the President and Congreas
can help restore aconomic health to America's heartland. '
Fresident Bush was not willing to do that,

Today we appasl to you to join us in holding a summit to
" discuas issues affocting rural America. We believe the Clinton
Administration can offex new hope and new opportunity to a region
- of the country that hag not shared in America's prosparity in the
past couple of decadan. . .

¥Wa recognize that the economic problems of rural America
cannot he solvad entirely by the federal government. But current .
federal farm policies axe cleaxly not working. Unless and until .
tho federal government provides real leadership in ¢reating an
agricultural policy thai 'moves farm prices ebove the cost of

Z #0802 024 202 ~1229967202 4 ONYLG:E ¢ £8-BZ~ ! 0204 J31d099{8] X0.8X:iAQ IN3S .
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June 14, 1993
Page. ™o

prodﬁcﬂon for family farmern, we will not see any real progress
-in repairing the damnge| from 4 dacade of neglaeot to rural America
by the previcus Administrations. : - : '

A gumait conterancé on. farm poligy and xural issues hosted
by the President of the United atates with paxticipation by
- .Congress, farmexrs and othaxr agricultural leaders will send a
message to famlly farmers, main street businesses and others
whose economlc suxvival|is at stake, that thare is hope for a
change in national policics affacting rural America,

¥Wa ask you to aariénnly consider this est and we urge
you to work with us to call o summit meetimy during this calendar
- year. Wa have no time to laoge if we are going to restoxe

econonic health to a region of qur country that has been
struggling for too long. .

We call on you to offer new hopa and a new direction for
rural Amexica. :

Sincerely,

.
om n obald V. Dellums
United States Semator . = Member of Congress

.
|
‘
i

£ #0802 02, Z02 1228959202 L NYLG:8 ¢ £6-82-6 ! 0Z0L 431d023|9L X0J8X:AB IN3S


http:r:est.Oh
http:9'O.l.ng
http:Vn.tte.cl
http:dIl.a:aD.go

i

03/08/94 17:15 2027208077
r2Q¥ 9004 Wv9s:80 €6-82-60

June 14, 1993
Page Three .

j R8T NS iu
Nomber of Coagroos

: Paul Wellstone
Unitsd Btates Genatox

Memher of Congreas |

| ool Jantonn

- Thompas J, Barlow, XI
Member of Congress.
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Charlas E. éasafcy I zc;z 7
‘United States Bembq:' '
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Rich\Bouchgr -
Membex of Congress

)

‘Membar of¥.Congress

. ensler »
-United Gtates Senator
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United Sta ag Bennéor

Hambe: of Congrase

-4
United SBtateo Banat%r

v§ar1 ?omeroy
. Member of Congragd

Membax ot CQngrasa
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THR WHITE HOUSE
| WASMINGTOM
July 20, 1993

boa‘r Dick :’

Thank uwzymchformlattarucmu. X agres
that the problems of rural America can no longexr be ignored and
dasarve sustuained attention. I also agrea that the bast way to .
bagin is by getting interssted partics togother to discuss the
critical issuas facing rural zm:,m and cunmm:.tiu.

!o pragote this ohjnctive, I will sk A.gricultun scc:etary
Eepy to taks the lead in organiring the meeting you bave
llted, and I hava directed ny stef? to closaly monitor the
g:eaa of this evant. Secrttuy has already organized a

ﬁnt-rate sumnit on ami nuterition figsues, and X have
:fhtecoxizﬂdanmip tyteepea:haadthiammnl
' eavor. |

I .
| Let ne take this opportunity to mtamhanatmttho
sumnit ghould be both inclusive its ation and
comprehansive in its subject matter. 4ha problams of mal.
Anu-m go well beyond agriculture., Mural manufacturing is also
under great prassure, aational m in aroas such as health
care refornm, commnications and| tra ntion hag only added to

tha pressura
g y look  forvard to working with ysu to turn your summit
proposal into a geality. | | et
With best wishes,

. Sinearaly,

1 ' .

;" . . ' - ‘ °

_e: ; YLl

b d S <

, t 4 ! o ‘ V o

The Honarahle Richard J. Durb:ln '
Héusa of Representatives
Washington, D.C. -20835

f .
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THE|WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 12, 1993

The Honorable Mike Espy
Secretary of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mike:

Recently, 44 U.S. Senators and Rapresentatlves wrote to
me, asking that I convene a sunmmit on farm policy and rural
development. I know you will agree with me that this is an
ideal way to address the problems of rural America.

As you will see in the enclosed correspondence, I have
committed this Administration to bringing all of the intended
parties together, and I hope that you can take the lead in
. organizing the meeting. After seeing the results of your
superb efforts in organlzlng the summit on hunger and
nutrition, I look forward to a very productive meeting.

Representatlon at the!summit should be inclusive, and
the subject matter should be comprehensive. Rural America
is affected by issues related to rural manufacturing, health
care reform, communications, -and transportation as well as
farm policy.

I look forward to meeting with representatives of our
nation's rural areas to discuss these critical issues. My
staff will work closely wlth you and provide any assistance

" you need to make this meeting as successful as possible.

Sincerely,

i
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. hea]th care and the enwronment

* THE WHITE HOUSE .

' "Ofﬁce of the P‘ress Secretary

4

" For Immediate Release - o : | July 2'7,'199‘4‘»

'PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE

:President Clinton today announoed that he will lead a ﬁrst-#ever National Rural

‘Conference on the future of America's rural communities Thursday, December 1, 1994 in

Iowa. The conference will bring together Administration officials, Members of Congress and

those living and working in rural Amerrca for a discussion on farm pollcy and the cha.llenges

facrng rural Amenca |

"Rural Amenca, whroh makes upa quarter of our population, is vital to the overall ,
development of our nation's economy and future. This administration is committed to working
closely with rural communities in tackhng the important issues of jObS trade and the
preservatron of the family farm as our nation enters the next century,” the President said. .

-The conference will be moderated by the President and will link cornmumtxes from
North Carolina, Illinois, Jowa and Cahforma via satellite, allowing for an exchange of ideas
over the jinformation super highway. Agncu]ture Secretary Mike Espy and officials from

: throughout the Administration and. Congress will join the President to discuss a wide range of

issues, including job creation, business development educatlon infrastructure, agriculture,

The President ooks forward to the conference and to working with those who worked
hard to bring it about, including Senator Byron Dorgan (D-ND), Representanve Richard

Durbin (D-IL) and Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA).

-30-30-30-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY

CAROL H, RASCO
Assistant to\the President tor Domestic Policy

Draft response for POTUS \
and forward to CHR by;

Draft response for CHR by: _

Pease reply directly o the w;,aer

{copy to CHR) by: !
Ploase advise by: __ i |
Let’s disciss: : \
For your icdormation: \
Reply using form code: \
File:

Send copy to (original o CHR):

Schaedide 7 i Ac:iepti TiPending [0 Regret

Desigriee to attend:
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. The United Methodist Church
o lowa Area
‘1019 Chestnut: Strest
Des Moines, lowa 50309.1498

. Phone (515} 2831996 Ext. 102

CHARLES WESLEY JORDAN ' Fax (515) 283-8672 - , © MICKY M. WYNBE
RESIDENT BISHOP i . : o : ' ‘SECKETARY TO THE BISHOP

. J. ROBERT BURKHART
3 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

' March 28,1995

Carol H. Rasco < - | MAR 28 1995
Assistant to the President i R T
for Domestic Policy
The White House '
Washington, DC

| . |
Dear Ms. Rasco: _ )
At the recent Black Methodists for Chulrch Renewal meeting in Charleston, South Carolina,
~ you suggested that | contact your ofﬁcelto make certain that | was on the invitation list for
~ the President’s Rural Summit to be hel d April 25, 1995, in Ames, lowa. My understanding
_ Is that | am to be invited representing the United Methodist General Board of Church and
" Socjety and as the United Methodist Bishop of lowa. . .

Thanks for your cooperation. = |

Chalt'les Wesley Jord : ‘
BlShOp, fowa Area mted Methodlsrs Church

CW)nw -




