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I . 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

I 
WASHINGTON 

March 6, 1995 

FROM: PHIL CAPLAN 
PETER YU I 

I 
SUBJECT: National Rural Conference -

\ Background I 

MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANETTA 
HAROLD IC}ffiS. 

_.-.-' . I ! 

\CI\ROL RASQ:O . 
KITTY HIGGINS 

I 

LAURA TYSON 
. I 

DOUG SOSNICK . 

I 

In June 1993, 44 Members of Congress wrote to the President asking that he convene a 
"summit" on issues facing rural Ameri9a. In July 1993, the President responded favorably to 
their request and asked then-Secretary pspy to organize the event. (Both letters are attached~ 
Secretary-designate Glickman was one lof the 44 signers of the letter.), . 

In July 1994, the White House issued a press release announcing that the National Rural 
Conference would be held December 11, 1994 in Iowa. Also, there would be four "remote 

I 

sites" in California, North Carolina, Illinois and North Dakota. The remote sites would hold ' 
conferences on the same day during thb same time the President was in Iowa. Each site was 
to be located in a Democratic Memberl of Co~gress' ,district and was to be co-hosted by two 
Cabinet Secretaries (with the exception of North Dakota, which was to be co-hosted by , 
Senator Byron Dorgan and Deputy SeJretary of Agriculture Rich Rominger.) The Iowa site 
and the remote locations were to be hdoked up by satellite so that the President could conduct 
a national "conversation" on rural issu6s. Conceptually, the Conference agenda was to be 
organized in a similar fashion to the Little Rock Economic Conference. ' 

The event was planned as focusing on the many issues in rural America and not on the farm 
bill: .' Iowa - Presi.dent and Secreta~ IEspy (broad rural ~emes); . ' .. 
• .. North Carohna - Secretary Reich andSecretaJ.)' Riley (rural educatIOn and retrammg)~ 

California - Secretary Pena and Secretary O'Leary (rural infrastructure and energy); 
• Illinois - Secretary Ron Brown and then-Administrator Bowles (rural economic and 

. community development); , 
• North Dakota (commodity prices). 

, . . I 
We postponed the Conference when tne GATT vote was scheduled for December 1. ,All 
planning and other activity stopped. 



. . 

i 

Now that a new Secretary of AgriCUltu~e has been named and will be soon confirmed, the 
White House has been asked to reschedule the event. We have been working with Billy 
Webster and Anne Walley to find a dat~, and have tentatively set the last week in April. 

Because of the commitments ma~e dur1g the previous planning process, expectations are 
high for the Conference from. in partic~lar.Senator Dorgan .and Congressmen Durbin. 
Dorgan and Durbin, who were the prim1e originators of the "summit" idea and who we 
accommodated by placing remote confe~ence sites in their state and district, are very anxious 
to announce a date and a site. I . 

National Rural CQnference - 1995 	 . _. ~ 

The tentative date for the Conference ij Tuesday,e;;~ If the President speaks to the 
Association of Community Colleges Cohvention in Minneapolis on the 24th. we have 
discussed with Scheduling that the President could spend the night in Iowa. get up and attend 
a sort of "down home" farm breakfast and then attend the Conference. 

I 
·· h I' d .Our recommen datlOns about t e Conference are as follows; as note , we seek your gUIdance on 

several aspects of this effort: 

() .~I\n " /. • The site--We continue to believ~ that Iowa is the appropriate site; we would only bring 
. ~~. to your attention potential political sensitivity--this could be 'viewed as a (very) early 

.... • . ..,J .' campaign event. I . \ 
(1Je- ..tf2IIVUI'- The timing--By late Ap~il, the Administration's position on the Farm Bill should be clear 
~~ +0-r)(, and ~ublic ~d bo:h houses ar~likeIY. to be h~ldin~ hearings on Farm Bill issues. 
~. Notwlthstandmg, thiS does not s~em an mappropnate time for the Conference. 
~~: The organization--We propose alless elaborate Conference than planned for December-

~~,~~ namely, a site in Iowa with one-ray downlinks available to any Member who wishes to 
. ~:. host his or her own event. Our c9ncerns here are two-fold: first, Dorgan and Durbin may 

,.J be disappointed by this downsizing. Second, permitting' remote sites controlled by 
VJ~ Members reduces our control over the Conference's message. Other options include: (i)I 

an Iowa event without downlink~ and (ii) the December 1 format. Resources in planning 
I 	 . .

the Conference are always a concern, 
• e a enda--We propose an EcJnomic Conference-style event with modules addressing 

I 

all 0 e issue areas outlined above. We would note however that this would follow 
closely 0 the heels of the Econbmic Conference .planned for late March. 

I 

• 	 The impleme lat;an--In light of Bill Galston's expertise in rural development issues, we 
propose that DPC and USDA co-chair this effort,with support from other White House 
offices as appropriate. 



•• 
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Ballo.:Able 1f1111aa J. Clinton 
.."':.Ifhe lIh1te Bou•• · 

washington, D.C. 20500 
. en 

DeAr K4. l'ro,u,ctant ~ CIt 

. We ueWJ:itlng u ~=vof tbe U.&. Coap•• who reFe.ent. 
rural a.rea_ CO uk you to CCRl'V'eD.tJ • -.Q.IIIIlJ.t OD fara poliqr aacl 
z:ur&1. davelopcaent- w. l:rear•. We aak you to join ue in a aWllld.t. 

raoetlllg of fam belt leg.1s1at0.t'8; fa.rDl8t'tl. and fana organizations 

to dovelop « plan to Hstort:l econoaJ.o health to the tam belt 

.~te. .1 . , 

.or Dftr a decade ",. MV. bean facing .low eCODOIIU.c 
strangulation in X'Ut'1l1 lNurlaA. ~o maor flUl11y famel:'ll are 
UDdJle to llUlke a living :~d QJ:O ieaviDQ' the tum. 1iP11 t.own. 
baeinea••• m:o llO~"Jl~LIUP' .And %'IIl'CllB1oA~~:,@relDIIJ.~9. 
pcpulatlOJh. . ..- c . ::;c:::{;,:' ;~;~t<~~};T1?:i;;~qt!?~'~i::;"; '. 

Our ec:onoay 1. .t.a cieep t.a:ouble in &'Ural Amar.1ca, IQ:.

President:;. Bu.t. .our cit.1'$8U are DOt. proteaUn9 til t.he at.~eet., 

and. they o.n aot. nnnlng tractoroae1u to Wallington, 


. i . 
Rathor ~ th.1~ 11Il9CX' l:Lu tUl:!Jlad t;o despair .s thouaandll hav. 


quietly alo.ad bualnoaaec; left tarma and gone to ~. urban 

c:entet'l IQek1ng work anc:l acoDome aurvlva. tor their familia. ~ .j 


. 'l'he Mln"Wlprlt J X'Uo.l a.er1ca'. ecoDome trouble. 18 . 

ChronIcally low p~la8. fQ~ tho commodlt1.a !aa11y f~a 

produce. Low raJ:IL pricGs, as II. nault, have bad a d.evostating


. impact on ow: en~1" ~"le(lonomr. I'or over a. deaade ",e've lost 
jobs Anel DOW we are loc1ni peoplo. . 

I·. . 

. Last year we asked :,pl:'ea.t.dent Bush to convene. awma1t on 

rurAl america to explo~ WAY, in which ~he Presidant and Conwra8s 

can help restore .conol1~a h.~4ltb to AlUlr1ea'l h.artland. . 

Prea1dent Bush waB not wl111nq to do that. 


. : 

TodAY"'. appeal tQ IYOU tQjoln us tn balding a awamlt to . 
. C1.18Q"aS 11''''08 a.ffoctlnR nu:al AlDol'iQa. W. believe the ClInton 
A~nl.tr4tlon can o~fe~n~ hope an4 new oppo~~un1ty to a regIon
attha country that ha~ ·not shared 1n AmerlcA-. prolpar1ty1n the 
PAst eouple of decadoD~ I . 

Wa recognise that the eoonomia p~cblemB oCrural ~1ca 
oannot be Bolvad ent1relyby the federal government. But current 

federAl t.~ ~Dlicles Q~Q cle~~lY no~ working. Unl••• And until· 

tho federal govornment p~Vl~e8 real laader8~lp 1n creating an 

"gr.1cu.ltural pollc:y tJultil'QQvoa fam pt'J.c:es above t.he COlt of 


~ #:OBOl OlL GO~ .~ W~L~:9 €8-9~-8 OlOL Jaldo~elal XOJ8X:A9 lN3S. 

mailto:IIl'CllB1oA~~:,@relDIIJ.~9
http:CCRl'V'eD.tJ
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June 14, 1993 
I'Ggo.i'wo 

prodU.Gt10D foli 1.&1.1., fAJ:merrJ,.~.1m w111 not _cae·1lftJ' real progn.. . 
.in zoepa,ir1f1g the dIl.a:aD.go I f.a:Om A c1ecAde of .....glaat to l:'IIral AIIl8Z'1c:." 
by 1:.IUI praViCND AdII.1n1G~at.loni. . .. .. . . 

. .. I . . 
A .~it QOllferen09 Oil: f&U:II poliO!' and. J:'II.I."tLl uau.. boated 

by the Jrel1dent of the IVn.tte.cl StAtell with pU'Uc1pat.f.oll ~ . 
•	COngJ:888 , fDJ:lle%1l aDd o;hu Agricultural lucien ".111 .emI • 

""Isage to fllll11y fa.r::mora, UJ,1l IItnot ba1nasll_ and others 

whos" econoalc 8WiYivalliIJ At. .~e, that. t.hazel1 hope for a 

ChAnge In n.t1oll~l POl1~1os affQct1ng. rap:'a1 AlHr10.a. .. 


Wa aak you to suJ.oualrooo.aider ~. ~..t and .... u:g8 
you to ~a:Jt with us to ca.U. Q aWllll.l1t. &HUIII c:lvlng 'this calendaJ: 

. year. Wa l\&va no ~.1JIl. t;.o loDe If we ara 9'O.l.ng 'to :r:est.Oh 
eccmoa\1o b.ulth to a r8i;l,aJl o~ ~ aoant.z::r t..hAt hal been 
·~9g11ng for t.oo loni1. ' 

Wa oal1 on you to offar new hope and • Q8Wd1reotlon far 

rw:al AmcrLei." 


mAres S Gra I 

$2 

, 

Kaber of CaDinGs . . 

~. 
United St4t~D G.DAt~~ 

NVLS:9 £8-BZ-e O~OL J81do~elal XOJ8X:AB IN3S 
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http:Vn.tte.cl
http:dIl.a:aD.go
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June 14, U93 .. 

~a.go Dlree 


.. 

.~ .. 

Thomall J. BarlOlf, XI'I . -:.:reF .' 

AU 81*»n I . 

Un1ted Stat.es senator ."
1-· ." 

O~·'···D~~ 
Member of Congre~a 

ClLJ~~ 
ChUla. I. A8ii~. 
United States SenAtor . 

'~'~·I 
. ~~.at r .. ... 

Member Qf CODirala 

Member of Cong.roDP ·UnLted s~ata. Senator 

~ #:090~ OZ£ ZO~ "'LH99S~W~ NV~S:9 : E6-9Z-6 OlOL JeJdo~&lal XOJ&X:Ae lN3S 
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THE 

October-12, 1993 

The Honorable Mike ESpy 
Secretary of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Mike: 

USDA OCR 1aJ010/010 

WHITE HOUSE 


Recently,- 44 U.S. sen~tors and Representatives wrote to 
me, asking that I convene ~ summit on farm policy and rural 
development. I know you will agree with me that this is an 
ideal way to address the problems of rural America. 

As you will see in th~ enclosed correspondence, I have 
committed this Administration to'bringing all of the intended 
parties together, and I hope that you 9an take the lead in 
organizing the meeting. After seeing the results of your
superb efforts in organizi~g the summit. on hunger and 
nutrition, I look forward-to a very productive meeting_ 

Representation -at thelsummit should be inclusive, and 
the subject matter should ~e comprehensive. Rural America 
is affected by issuesrelared to rural manufacturing, health 
care reform, communications, and transportation as well as 
farm policy. - _ I 

_ I . . _ _~l:;;:~;~~~,'j:):~~/~~::--' :~t~,~~- 
I look forward to meeting with--representatlves' of our 

nation's rural areas to di.cussthese critical issues. My
staff will work closely wi~h you and provide any assistance 
you need to make this meeting as successful as possible. 

Sincerely, 



':fHE WHITE HOUSE, 


of the Press Secretary , , Office 
J 

July 27, 1994 For Immediate Release 

. i 
PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE 

l ' 
,President Clinton today announ~ed that he will lead a first-ever National Rural' 

Conference on the future of America's tural communities Thursday, December 1, 1994 in 
Iowa. The conference win bring togeth~r Administration officials. Members of Congress and 

, ' I ' 

those living and working in rural America for a discussion on farm policy and the challenges 
facing rural America. ' i ' , ' • 

. ""Rural America, whichmakes ut'a quarter of oUr population, is Vit~to the overall , 
development of our nation's economy and future. This administration' is committed to working 

I • 

closely with rural communities in tackli:ng the important issues of jobs, trade and the , 

preservation of the family farm as our nation enters the next century." the President said. ' 


, " , The conference will be mOderatld by the President and will' fink' com~unities from 
North Carolina, I11inois. Iowa and CaJifbmia via satellite •. allowing for an exchange of ideas 
over the jnformation super highway. Agriculture SecretllI)' Mike Espy and officials from 
throughout the Administration and Congress will join the President to discuss a wide range of 
issues. including job. creatiqn. business 4evelopment.education. infrastructure, agriculture, 
health car~ and the environment. ' . ' 

,I ' , 
The President looks forward to the conference and to working with ,those who worked 

I' , ' 

hard to bring it about. including Senator Byron Dorgan (D-ND). Representative Richard 
Durbin (D-IL) and Senator Tom Harkin! (D-IA). ' 

-30-30-30,:, 
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Tr1E WHITE HOUSE 
OffiCE OF DO:vIESTIC POLICY 

CAROl H. RASCO 
. Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

\ 
To: _________._._~_~\ I-'JI..._4.~~w:J~'__ 

Draft response for POrus 
Jnd forward to CHR by; +~_____..___.________ . ____ 

Draft response for OiR by: 

Please reply directly to the wr;iter 
{copy (0 CHR) by: ___..!.-________________.•.______ 

PiHase advise by: ----~-_____7_----~-..--------.-..------.- 
let's di~CliSS: .___.__:___--+__.______________...__..___.______ 

For yovr informa!iol'l: _____+ ____.__.~_.__.______ 
j{,!P'y using form ('"0"dv,,,,"',._._--\__.__._-:-____._._•.__....___.___ 

File: __.___._____.____~ •._-.----_--._.--___

Send copy to (originallo CHR)\: __• 

l


Schedule 7 : Accept\ 0 Pending 0 Regret 

Oesignee (0 .:lttend: ________.__" ______.__~ 

r<~~martw--A- \ ~\l-! ...Et(c:,.-fJv-~~~
(~~\- ;:- f:\.)' ~,~e. 

~P;~;j; l\\;~'>,'i\~~~~--·==-
'\ r 't(j.,iJ If' ..". "'. I) 

~(. --"::~~---\ -_. 
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The (lnited M.ethodist Church 
. \ Iowa Area 

1019 Chestnut Street 
I 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309·1498 

PhoJ (515) 283-1996 Ext. 102, . 

CHARLES W£SLEY JORDAN NICK" 1'1, WYNNE 
RESIDENT BIS~IOP .stcr<~'AII\' 10 THE BISHOP.lax (SIS) 283-8672 . 

J. R015e:ru BURKHART 
, II.DMIl"IlSTI'<,oirlvE ASSISTA~T 

I 
, March 28, 1995 

I 
1 

MAR 28.1995 
Assistant to the President 

for DomestJc Policy 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Carol H..Rasco 

Dear Ms. Rasco: 
. i •

I . . 
At the recent Black Methodists for Church Renewal meeting In CharleSton, South Carolina]' 
you suggested that I contact your office! to make certain that I was on the Invitation list for 
the President's Rural SummJt to be heIdi April 25, 1995, in Ames, Iowa. My undemanding 
is that I am to be invited representlng the United Methodist General Board of Church and 

I 

Society and as the United Methodist Bishop of Iowa. . 

Thanks for your cooperation. . 

"ileA--
Chanes Wesley lor 

Bishbp, Iowa Area mted Methodists Church' 


I l1~-----
n, 

CW):nw' 


