
June 30, 1994 

d JUl - I RfL'UNOTE TO CAROL 

FROM: ___ ~;f_JO~S_E________________ .. ~ 
SUBJECT: New Yorkers for Dru)!; Policy Reform 

-
Carol, I strongly recommend not meeting with the New Yorkers for Drug Policy 

Reform (read: New Yorkers for legalization). Their board includes some of most prominent 
spokespersons for the pro-legalization movement, and I don't see that anything good can ' 
come from you meeting with them. They will only use a WH meeting to further their 
credibility and the credibility of the legalization movement. Given that the SG's comments' 
have already given new life to so-called drug policy reformers and the legalization debate in 
general, I don't think it would be wise to give these folks a WH audience and an opportunity 
to trumpet their views from the WHo . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
E X E CUT I V E OFF ICE 0 F T B E PRE SID E N T 

!WASHINGTON 

OS-Jul-1994 11:36am 

TO: 	 Jose Cerda, III 

FROM: 	 Fred W. Garcia 

National Drug Control Policy 


SUBJECT: 	 new york response 

Jose: 

I agree that this group or other groups of similar bent shoul:d not 
meet with Carol or Dr. Brmm. ODR staff have met with these :folks 

. before and we are open to discussing the issues with them aga:in. 
At this point it becomes for them a posturing meeting :t;'ather .than 
an exchange of information, and my office is appropriate to deal 
with that. 

Fred 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 


'It: "~, Assisi.1nl 10 1I~:I~'~<;~(~;IIRI~~~~'lIeStiC Po/icy 

fo' ~1lL.L___- _ ..._ ... 
,~u=--= --.------ ----.-.-"-----...-~--
'I' 

Draft !¢~f.lOIISe rUl I'() rus 
a!i,(I~loi'Wi1rd to CHR LIY: ___________________ 

, ,' ..~ . 
Drari}4~i;()nse lor CHI~ by: _,_____. 

't·\<·..~· ',' . 

PleasJ',lep'ly'directly to the writer 
(C(,'i:;y,toCHI~) 

Plea~~;'~~I~iS~ 

:'.:'\.1 :' 

Let I s ~.I)fof:u·ss; 
For y~~:i.:ii1rorl1latioll: '________________-'-___ 

/'\::';' " 

Repl\(llsii,llrforl1l cude: 

File: '~/';>< :; . 
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New Yorkersjor DrnR Policy Rejorm, Inc. 

226 West 4th street, Su.ite f New Yor~ New York 1oo1f (718) 392-5036 


June 28, 1994 

Carol Rasco, Assistant to the President 

clo Pat Romani 

The White House 

West Wing. Second Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20050 


Dear Ms. Rasco: 

I write as a member of the Board of Directors ofNew Yorkers for Drug Policy Reform. Inc'; 

This organization is committed to seeking rcsponsibleways to deal with the drug dilemma that·;, '~. 


affects e,::crystate: in thecUnltcd.Statcs. 


We have seen untenable drug laws imprison our citizens at a rate greater than most other 

countries, Federal policies impact strongly on New York state and add to the prison population 

many non-violent drug offenders. 


We have fresh ideas drawn from a diverse and knowledgeable membership which includes 

respected academics, practicioners in many fields profoWldly affected by 'drug policy~ as well as 

interested citizens from all walks of life. I am confident that your mission will benefit from a 

frank and focused discussion with our small delegation. 


, 

Pat Romani recommended that I send you a facts sheet with the names ofthe,boardmembers:'fa,: 
interested"in:meeting·~with·~¥ou~,;I willbe·in touchwith,your,office to,arrange a sch~dule aIl9, '~,a<,,: 

... proposed agcnda~.We look forward to the honor of meeting you and making some genuine 
contributions. I am 

Sincerely, 

, 
I 
i . 
I 

I 

DAC:jc 
cc: Clare M. Regll.ll, Chair 

IOAlII OIIlIUOOU Chili.. O. AdI... Il.q. P...IB_ s<,."IOI)'-T,. ... """ C'plain P,lor J. C'brill (llotired) Kihlar~ Cll1k.. M D .• J.D. D.-id Ah~ CnocIr.«I, y-",t<1taJ,. 
E,••" DNa.,-, PI> D. I.If."". Fi.n, Ph D. Oi••all..Oordoft, 1.0. Douel.. $.:ou <iRcJ>. Tho",.. H. JUl..... Ph.D. Doroohy M 11:..0.., bq. 

!!.os.,O.l,1_ n.vid C l ...... Blq. 10M P. MorBilli, M.b. Clat. N a ...... C/tGJI TbtJ",u Su.u, M.D. Jolul Sch<der.IWf. 

'0,,"1/1.. M. M So"''''',lllq. I.YM lim",.., Ph.D. . 


'OAtil OF AClVISOl$ Niwlu Eyle.Il.ECONSIDF.R ut S)'1....... Mi",..1Z. LoI..u..llIq.. AI_iaJi.., "'/:6~'VlA.i4,i__ !(hal NkI.I,...... 1D.• l'II.D. LonIn SieJld, E.tq. 

Am.ld T ... b ••h. J D, Ph D., 0.-., rollo-F",••"'" 


http:Regll.ll
http:agcnda~.We
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New Yorkers/or Drug Policy Re/orm.lnc. 126 w,sl +/Jc stml, SIIUc .. Ntlt yarl, Ne" yort 1001+ (71S) 392-5036 I 

fACfS 
Founded in August 1992, incorporated as a not-for-profit in June 1993. Incorporated by Proskauer Rose Goetz and 
Mendelsohn, Riva Kelton, Esq. (212) 969-3019: Board of Directors are doctors, professors, law partners and other . 
dedicated NcwYorkers. Membership is state-wide, especially Albany, Buffalo, New York City. RochesLer and 
Syracuse. NYDPR is n.ot a drug legalil.ation advocacy organiution.lt's mission is to help the public and public 
officials increase their awareness of alternatives to current drug policy. 
AOIVrrlES 
·Members gave testimony last summer before the State Legislature Assembly Standing Committee on 
Codes on the effectiveness of the Rockefeller Drug Laws 
-Members mel with New York City Coucilman Charles Millard 
·Members met with Luis Marcos. M.D., Commissioner, Department of Mental Health, New York City 
-Members ml!L with Glenn von Nostitz, Deputy Advocate, Office of Public Advocate . 
·Members met with Arthur Houghton, Director of Demand Reduction, Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, Executive Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
,Began a series of drug legalization debates in New York State-Buffalo 0\1 October 13, 1993, in 
Albany on January 19, 1994alld in Syracuse on May 4th, NYC debate being planned for October 
·Melnbers gave testimony lune23, 1994 before the New York County LawYers Association on the 
current state of drug policy and the impact of the New York SLate and Federal drug lawg 
QOAaIi MEMnus 'ro MEff Will·, 
tAlIDl RASCO. l))k£OOR. DOMESTIC tOllO OFFIf'E; ASSISJAl'rr"ro 11-1£ I'RESIDEN'[ I 

Charles Adler, Esq. Goltzer & Adler, Member-National Institute on Institutions & Alternatives, N.E. 
(212) 421-7600 . 

Peter Christ Po!i::e Captain (Retired} Tonawar.da, New York 
(315) 655·4037.. .. 

Kildare Clarke, 1.0., M.D. Kings County Hospital. Emeriency Room 
(718) 245·4370 . 

David Condliffe Executive Director, Drug Policy Foundation 
(212) 887· 0685 

Ernest Drucker, Ph.D. Professor. Epidemiology and Social Medicine. Montefiore Medical Center 
(718) 920-4766 " . 

Diana Gordon, 1.0. Professor, City College, Past Pres., National Council on Crime &. Delinguency: 
(212) 505:-6725 

Dorothy Keller, Esq. Counsel, Harlem Restoration Project 
(212) 662·8186 

David Leven, Esq. Executive Director, Prisoner's Legal Services, Inc. 
(212) 513·7373 

Michael Letwin, Esq. President, Association ofLegal Aid Attorneys 
(212) 353·0708 

John Morgan, M.D. Professor, Pharmacology, Sophie Davis School of Medicine 
(212) 650-8255 

Ethan Nadelmann, J.D., Ph.D. Director, The Lindesmith Center 
(212) 887-0695 

Lynn Zimmer, Ph.D. Professor, Department of Sociology, Queens College 
(212)255-3271 

http:Tonawar.da
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To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY. 

CAROL H. RASCO 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

Draft response for POTUS 
and forward to CHR by: ________________ 

Draft response for CHR by: _________________ 

Please reply directly to the writer 
(copy to CHR) by: _-"..*'-_______________ 

Please advise ~-\:L.",.Z"'------------_____--:_ 
Let's discuss: ________________________ 

For your information: ___________~________ 

Reply using form 

File: ________________________ 

Send copy to (original to CHR): _______________ 

Schedule? : 

.J' ... 

" . 

.. , . 
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New Yorkers/or Drug Policy Re/orm, Inc. 

226 west fth street, Suitt f N~w Yor~ New York 10014 (718) 392-5036 


June 28, 1994 


Carol Rasco. Assistant to the President 

c/o Pat Romani 

The White House 

West Wing, Second Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20050 


Dear Ms. Rasco: . 

. I::.wdte~as:a:member.::of:;the::Board:of::l)irectors::of.::New;:·Yorkers::.for":I)rug:::I!o1icy.:;Refo·rm:,-IffC'; 
c:T:his:-organi·zation::.is=committcd=to:sccking:rcspon·sible-ways·to deal-wit1i1ne'Clrug-ailemma-:tliat~ 
affe.cts_eY..c!¥.:-state-in-thc..::.Unltcd::Statcs. 
'--~~-

We have seen untenable drug laws imprison our citizens at a rate greater than most other 
countries, Federal po1icies impact strongly on New York state and add to the prison population' 
many non-violent drug offenders. . 

We have fresh ideas drawn from a diverse and knowledgeable membership which includes , 
respected academics. practicioners in many fields profoWldly affected by drug policy, as well as 
interested citizens from all walks of life. t am confident that your mission will benefit from a 
frank and focused discussion with our small delegation. ' 

Pat Romani recommended thatc-l::send:.yOti:a:facts:sheet-:.with:the:narnes:of::the:-.board-m~I.I1b.ers:::i 
intetestea~iiltinre·etil'lgiwith:,.y-01DI~wilI:be;:in:touch::with:y-our::office-to-arrange_a.scbedule-and---:'. 

~pFOposCdi:aSCllda:::>We look forward to the honor of meeting you and making some genuine' 
contributions. I am ' 


Sincerely, 


DAC:jc 
cc: Clare M. Regan, Chair 

.0....0 Of IIIUCTOlf. Chari•• D. Adl.,. I!sq. 1',01 B ••ne<\. $<rrflulj',T"<l'"'''' C.pLli. 1',1., J. Chri.. (Ile!irad) Kildar. Clark.. M D .• J,D. David Atl. ClOckotl, 'Y'lCt-CIw,/, 
'£r"~1 Dru<kcr, PtI D. I.ff."". Fish, Ph D. Oi,." It, Gordon, J.D. Oo,,!!'" S"'JII Ore.n. Tho",.. H. R.i.... Ph.D. Ool'l)lhy M Ken••• E.q. 

J.oJl,et D. l.Tou, 0.";4 C lovO/\, li!J'I, Jolin p, Motgon. M.D. CI.", M Roaon. Chat, no",.. S...u. M.D. John S<h~l.r. I:bq. 

10••0... M. 1>1 SoIOb>.I3.q. L'M Zimm.... Ph.D. 


• 0 ...." Q, Al)YI$OI$ Ni""lul3yl<. RECONSIDER ofSy,."""." Micll... Z. LoIwin,Ilt'l .. A..""iu/I"" vfLII."I.I! lIidlllt<1l''''Q'I Illll,. Nr.iI.lmllln.' D,.l'h,1). Loren Siellel. !l.Iq. 
Arnold T ",bath, I 1) • Ph D.• lP., l'Q(ki,/l F",:"J:uiQ"; 
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New Yorkers for Drug Policy Re.form, Inc. 1;2.6 w,s!.1J. s[ml, SIoIIc .. Ne., vort I'ml Tort 1001+ (718) 391-5036 ! 

'~ ; 

FACrS 
Founded in August 1992, incorporated as anot-fot-profi( in June 1993. Incorporated by l'roska.uer Rose Goetz and 
Mendelsohn, Riva Kelton, Esq. (212) 969-3019. Board of Directors are doctors, professors, law partners and other ' 
dedicated New Yorkers. Membership is state-wide, especially Albany, Buffalo, New York City, RochesLer and 
Syracuse. NYDPR is 1101 a drug lesalilation advocacy organization. It's mission is to help the public and public 
officials increase their awareness of alt~matives to:cumnt drug policy. 

ACll'lrrlES 
·Members gave testimony last summer before the State Legislature Assembly Standing Committee on ' 
Codes on the effectiveness of the Rockefeller Drug Laws 
-Members met with New York City Coucilma!1 Charles Millard 
·Members met with Luis Marcos, M.D., Commissioner, Department ofMentallIealth, New York City : 
·Members mel with Glenn von Nostitz, Deputy Advocate, Office of Public Advocate . 
-Members met with Arthur Houghton. Directdr of Demand Reduction, Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, Executive Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
,Began a series oj drug legalization debates in New York State-Buffalo 011 October 13, 1993, in 
Albany on January 19, 1994 and in Syracuse on May 4th, NYC debate being planned for October 
-Members gave testimony June 23, 1994 befote the New York County Lawyers Association on the 
current stote of drug policy and the impact of the New York Slate and Federal drug laws 
aOAfUI MEMlsus'ro MEff Wffl-l 

tAltal AAsen llJk£CtOR. DoMESTIC "OliO OFrlf:E. ASSISTANT 'ro lI-lE UESJDEN'[ 

Charles Adler, Esq. Goltzcr & Adler, Membcr·National Institute on Institutions &. Alternatives, N.E. 


(212) 421-7600 
Peter Christ Police Captain (Retired) Tonawanda, New York 

(315) 655·4037 
Kildare Clarke, J.D., M.D. Kings County Hospital, Emergency Room 

(718) 245·4370 
David Condliffe Executive Director, Drug Policy Foundation 

(212) 887· 0685 . 
Ernest Drucker, Ph.D. Professor, Epidemiology and Social Medicine, Monteflore Medical Center 

.(718) 920-4766 : 
Diana Gordon, J.D. Professor, City College, Past Pres., National Council on Crime & Delinguency 

(212) 505·6725 
Dorothy KeJJer, Esq. Counsel, Harlem Restoration Project 

(212) 662·8186 
David Leven, Esq. Executive Director, Prisoner's Legal Services, Inc. 

(212) 513·737~ 
Michael Letwin, Esq. President, Association ofLegal Aid Attorneys 

(212) 353·0708 
John Morgan, M.D. Professor, Pharmacology, Sophie Davis School of Medicine 

(212) 650-8255 
Ethan Nadelmann, J.D., Ph.D. Director, The Lindesmith Center 

(212) 887.0695 
Lynn Zimmer, Ph.D. Professor, Department of Sociology, Queens College 

(212) 255-3271 

I 
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David c:ockett I6/3 _ 
Bd of D1rectors 12:00 
New Yorkers for 
Drug Policy ·Reform 
(212)675-7945 

~~irley ?ha~er 
SBA COD1In1SS10ne 

returned 
1 

. and got no 
answer 

was toldcalled about a barbeque
tonight' ___. oJ I that ..QHR""was 1 -------.. 

out of the 
office until 

" .M.onday •. 

wants to discuss 
decriminalization of 
personal drug uSe in Italy 

. 'and setting up a meeting 
with CHR (has already met 
with ONDCP) 

will call -back on Monday 
a.m. about .press r~le 

--===- . . 'Som:-a1._S~ . sory 
Cncl 

/
---------- ----.----- - -------

Was told CHR 
.is out of 
the office 
until 
Monday. 

Was told CHR 
out of .the 
~t~ 

Monday~~ 

Carol B.Rasco - Call List 

CALLER .DATE/T·IME MESSAGE FOg,oW-UP DISPOSITION 

P6/(b)(6)

P6/(b)(6)



I· 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

I"
E X E CUT I V E OF. Fr~S'lGTO"l' THE PRE SID E N T\ 

, 	 I 


I 


05-Ju]-1994 11:58am 

TO: 	 Carol H.· Rasco I 


FROM: 	 Jose Cerda, III 

Domestic policy' Council 


I 


CC: Rosalyn A. Mil]er 

SUBJECT: NY Drug Types 


