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Impact aid and student financial as-
sistance—$245 million;

HUD assisted housing—3$325 million;

Unanticipated needs fund—$500 mil-
lion; and

Midwest flood—3$685 million. ‘

In addition, the Presidént requested
and the ‘conference agreement rec-
ommends $1.2 billion for the Depart-

ment of Defense peackeeping activities-

as an emergency.

Title II of the conference agreement
contains regular fiscal year 1994 supple-
mental appropriations requested by the
President. Of these amounts, three of
the conference agreement's rec-
ommendations provide for mandatory
funding of very important programs:

Veterans compensatfon and pen-
sions—8§698 million;

Veterans readmstment beneﬁts—-SlOS
million; and

Advances for - unemployment trust
fund—$61.4 million. - :

In addition to these mandatory ap—
propriations, the bill contains various
discretionary - fiscal ', year 1994
supplementals requested by the Presi-
dent for items .such as salaries and ex-
penses for certain agencies, certain
items for the National Park Service
and Bureau of Indian Affairs, et cetera.
These discretionary

commodated within each subcommit-
‘tee's 602(b) allocation.

Title III contains rescissions total-
ling $3.25 billion. The conference agree-
ment, like the Senate-passed bill, con-
tains the congressional response to the
President’s rescission messages of No-

vember 1, 1993, and February 7, 1994..

The total of those two Presidential re-
scission requests was $3.17 billion.
Therefore the conference agreement
. includes rescissions totalling $78 mil-

" lion in greater cuts than requested by

the President.

In addition, an 1bem of interest to
‘"Members would be the fact that the
House accepted the Senate amendment
to ensure that emergency funds con-
tained in this measure to prohibit ben-
efits for individuals not lawfully in this

‘country with a modification intendca:
to ensure that no discrimination oc-.

-curs in the implementation of this sec-
tion.

* Another provxsmn of. mterest to all
‘Senators is the amendment extending
the statute of limitation of criminal
‘prosecution on the Resolution Trust
Corporation. The House receded to this
amendment, which was passed by the
Senate by a vote of 95-0.

Mr. President, I thank all Members
of the Senate for their cooperation in
the expeditious passage of this meas-
ure. As "always, their expertise and
hard work were present throughout the
entire consideration of this measure.

STATEMENT REGARDING
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3759

Mr. D'AMATO.
to express my appreciation to my fel-
low conferees for retaining the RTC

€ appropriations
total under $160 million and are all ac-’

Mr. President, I rise

W/c/ NG
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statute of limiCabions extension that
the Senate adopted Wednesday
evening

In retaining this proviswn in .the
conference report, my colleagues have.
demonstrated their sense of fairness to
the American people. The savings and
loan bailout was a financial disastet
for the taxpayer; this amendment
should alleviate some of the costs of
that disaster. We are talking about
real money here. On-thé day that Madi-
son Savings and Loan was taken over
by the regulators, 35 other savings and
loans were declared insolvent—this 1
day alone.cost the taxpayers bﬂlions of
dollars in bail-out costs.

I particularly would like to thank

Senators METZENBAUM and MURKOWSKI
for their hard work on this issue. Sen-

ator METZENBAUM has been a tireless

advocate on this issue. In fact, the
amendments that Senator MURKOWSKI
and I offered Wednesday. were nearly

identical to draft legislation that Sen-.

ator METZENBAUM forwarded to me on
Tuesday for my consideration.

The amendment will extend the stat-
ute of limitations under which a suit
may be brought against individuals
who have committed fraud involving
failed savings and loans. Under the
amendment, the 5-year time limit is
extended until December 31, 1985, or

‘the date that the RTC terminates, if

later .
This kind of congressional action

.shows the American people and the

taxpayer that we are on the job—we're
here looking out for their best inter-
ests. The .statute of limitations on
Madison and many other busted sav-
ings and loans was about to run out.
When - this.amendment is enacted into
law, we will have added valuable time
back on to the ticking clock

TECHNOLOGY-RELATED = ASSIST-
-ANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AMEND-
MENTS ACT-—MESSAGE FROM
THE HOUSE -

Mr MITCHELL. Mr. Presment 1 ask
the Chair to lay before the Senate a
message from the House of Representa-
tives on H.R. 2339, the Technology-Re-
lated Assistance for Individuals
Amendments Act of 1993

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

-pore laid before the Senate the follow-

ing message from the House of Rep-
resentatives:

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2339) entitled “An Act to revise and extend
the programs of the Technology-Related As-
sistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act

of 1988, and for other purposes’, with the fol-
lowing amendment:

In lieu of the macter inserted by said
amendment, insert:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE~—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Technology-Related Assistance for Individ-
uals With Disabilities Act Amendments of 1994"

(b} TABLE OF CONTENTS.-The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1 Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References.

Sec 3. Findings, purposes, and policy
Sec. 4. Definitions. .
| TITLE 1-GRANTS TO STATES
‘Sec. 101. Program authorized.
Sec. 102. Development grants.
Sec. 103. Eztension grants.
Sec. 104. Progress criteria and reports.
Sec. 105. Administrative provisions.
Sec. 106. Authorization of appropriations.
Sec. 107. Repeals. .
TITLE l/—PROGRAMS OF NATIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE

.S'ec 201. National cfassxﬁcatzon system.
Sec. 202. Training and demonstration projects.

TITLE I1I—~ALTERNATIVE FINANCING
MECHANISMS .

Sec. 301. Alternative financing mechamsms au-
thorized.

T\'I TLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO OTHER ACTS

Sec, 401. Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act.

Sec 402. Rehabilitation Act of 1973

Sec. 403 Administrative requirements under the
~Head Start Act.

Sec. 404. Technical and conforming amend-
ments..

TITLE V—EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec 501 Effective date.

SEC 2, REFERENCES.

Ezcept as otherwise specifically provided
whenever in this Act an amendment or repeal is
ezpressed in terms of an amendment to, or a re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
ergnce shall be considered to be made to a sec-
tion or other provision of the Technology-Relat-
ed| Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities
Act 0f 1988 (29 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.).

SEC. 3. FINDINGS, PURPOSES, AND POLICY.

{a) SECTION HEADING —-Section 2 (29 U.S.C
2201) is amended by striking the heading and in-
sertmg the following
“SEC 2. FINDINGS, PURPOSES, AND POLICY.”

(b) FINDINGS —Section 2(a) (29 U.8.C 2261(a))
is amended to read as follows.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds as fol-
lows

‘I(I) Disability is a natural ;oart of the human
exrperience and in no way diminishes the right
of individuals to-—

‘(A) live independently,

" Y(B) enjoy self-determination,

‘(C) make choices,

‘{D) pursue meaningful careers, and

(E} enjoy full inclusion and integration in
the| economic, political, social, cultural, and
educatwnal mainstream of American soclety

“2) During the past decrddn, there have been
major advances in modern technology Tech-
?tology is now a powerful force in the lives of all”
reszldents of the United States. Technology can

protide important tools for making the perform-

ance of tasks quicker and easier,

“{3) For some individuals with dzsabtfxt:es.
assaszwe technology devices and assistive .tech-
noiogy services are necessary ta enable the
individuals—

“‘(A) to have greater control over tkexr lives,

(B) to participate in, and contribute more
fully to, activities in their home, school, and
work environments, and in their communities;

“¢C) to interact to a greater extent with indi-

vidufais who do not have disabilities: and

“(D) to otherwise benefit from opportunities
that are taken for granted by mdmduals who
do ?:ot have disabilities.

Februaz:y 11 1994,

“(4) Substantial progress has been made in
the development of assistive technology devices,
mc;’udmg adaptations to enstmg equipment,
that|significantly benefit individuals with dis-
abilities of all ages. Such devices can be used to
increase the -involvement of such individuals in,
and reduce erpenditures associated with, pro-

- grams and activities such as early intervention,

education, rehabilitation. and. training employ-

|
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ment, residential living, independent. Iumg,
recreation, and other aspects of daily living.

“(5) Most States have technology-related as-
sistance programs carried out under this Act. In
spite of the efforts made-by such programs, there
remains @ need to support systems change and
advocacy activities in order to .assist States to
develop and implement consumer-responsive,
comprehensive stotewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance for mdmdua}s with
disabilities of all ages.

. “(6) Notwithstanding the efforss of such State
zechw{ogy-retatea ussxstance programs, there is
still a lack of—

“{A) resources to pay for assistive technology
devices and assistive technology servives;

*‘(B) trained personnel to assist individuals
wzth disabilities to. use Such devices and serrv-

€s.
*(C) information among indmduals with dts—
abilities and - their family members, guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives, indi-
viduals who work for public agencies, or for pri-
vate entities (including insurers), that have con-
tact with individuals with disgbilities, educators
and related service personnel, technology er-
perts (including ~engineers), employers, and
- other appropriate individuals about the avail-
ability and potential of tecknology [or individ-
uals with disabilities;
‘(D) aggresstve outreach to underrepresented
populations and rural populations; '
‘“(E) systems that ensure limely geoquisition

and delivery .of assistive technology devices and -

assistive technology services, particularly with
respect to children,;

“{F} coordination among State human serv-
tces programs, and between such programs and
private entities, particularly  with respect to
transitions between such progfams and entmes
and

“(@) capacity in such programs to promde the
necessary technelogy-related assistance.

*(7) Many individuals with disabilities cannot
access existing telecommunications and informa-
tion technologies and are at risk of not being
able to access developing technologies. The fail-
ure of Federal and State governments, hardware
manufacturers, software” designers, information
systems managers, and telecommunications serv-
ice providers to account for the specific needs of
individuals with disabilities results in the exclu-
ston of such individuails from the use of tele-
communications and information technologies
and results in unnecessary costs associated with
the retrofitting of devices and product systems.

*‘(8) There are insufficient incentives for the
commercial pursuit of the application of tech-
nology devices to meet the needs of individuals
with disabilities, bécouse of the perception that
such individuals constitute a limited market.

'(9) At the Federal level, there is a lack of co-
ordination amony agencies that provide or pay
for the provision of assistive technology devices

and assistive technology services. In addition,

the Federal Government does not provide ade-
guate assistance and information with respect to
the use of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services to individuals with
disabilities and their family members, guard-

tans, advocates, and authorized representatives, .

individuals who work for public agencies, or for
private entities (including insurers), that have
contact with individuals with disabilities, edu-
cators and related services personnel, tech-
nology experts (including 'engineers) employers,
and other appropriate individuals.

(c) PURPOSES.~—Section 2(b) (29 U. S C. 2203(:))) .

is amended to read as follows:

“(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes.of t?ns Act are
as follows: .

(1) To provide financigl assistance to the
States to support systems change and advocacy
activities designed to assist each State in devel-
oping and imrlementing a consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance, for individuals with disabil-
ities of all ages, that is designed to—
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“'(A) increase the availability of, funding for
access to, and provision of, -assistive technology .
devices and.assistive technology services;

“(B) increase the active involvement of indi-
viduals with disabilities and their family mem-
bers, guardians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives, in the planning, development, tm-

" plementition, and evaluation of such a pro-

gram;

“(C) increase the involvement of individuals
with disabilities and, if appropriate, their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives, in decisions related to the provi-

sion of assistive technology devices and assistwe
tecfmalogy services.

(D) increase the provmon of outreach to
underrepresented populations and rural popu-
lations,. to enable the two populations to enjoy
the benefits of programs carried out to. accom-
plish purposes described in this paragraph to
the same ertent as other populations, . ’

*(E) increase and promote coordination

among State agencies, and between State agen- (8) as paragraphs (2). (3). (7). (8), (10) amn, (13,

cies and private entities, that are involved in

carrying out activities under this title, particu-

larly providing assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services, that .crcomplish a
purpose described in another subparagraph of
this paragraph; )
*(F)(i) increase the awareness of laws, regula-

tions, policies, practices. procedures, and orga-

nizational structures, that facilitate the avail-

ability or provision of assistive technology de- .

vices and assistive technology services; and

*{i{) facilitate the change of laws, regulations,
policies, practices, procedures, and organiza-
tional structures, that impede the availabilily or
provision of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services;

*(G) increase the probability that mdwzduals
with disabilities of all ages will, to the extent
appropriate, be able to secure and maintain pos-
session of assistive technology devices as such
tndividuals make the transition between services
offered by human service agencies or between
settings of daily living;

*(H) enhance the skills .and competenmes of

. individuals involved in providing assistive tech-

nology devices and assistive technology services;

(1) increase awareness and knowledge of the
efficacy of assistive technoiogy devices and
assistive technology services.among—

“¢ij individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and au-
thorized representatives;

*(i1) individuals who work for public agen-

. cies, or for private entities (including insurers),
_that have contact with' indmdmxls with disabil-.
ztzes

“(iii) educators and related services pa-sonnel
- "'(iv) technology experts (including engmeers).
“{v) employers; and '
“fvi) other appropriate individuals;
“¢J} increase the capacity of public agencies
and private entities to provide and pay for
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-

" nology services on a statewide basis for individ-

uals with disabilities of all ages; and .

“(K) increase the awareness of the needs of
individuals with disabilities for assistive tech-
nology devices and for assistive technology serv~
ices.

L2 To xdentxfy Federal polzr:zes that facilitate
payment for assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services; to identify Federal

‘policies that impede such payment, and to elimi-
. nate inappropriate barriers to such payment.

“(3) ‘To enhance the ability of the Fedeml
Government to provide States with—
*(A) technical assistance, tnfommnon. train-

* ing, and public awareness-programs relating to
- the provision of assistive technology devices and

assistive technology services; and
" **(B) funding for demonstration projects.”’.
(d) - PoLicy.—Section 2 {28 U.S.C. 2201) is

amended by adding at the end the following:

*(c) Poricy.—It is the policy of the United
States that all programs, projects, and activities

.asststive technology services; and

|
|
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‘receiving assistance. under this Act shall” be

consumer-responsive and shall-be carr‘ted outin
a manner consistent with the pﬂna;ﬂes Of—

(1) respect for individual dignity, personal
responsibility, self-dzstermination, and’ ;mfsuzt of
meanirigful careers, based on informed ‘choice,
of individuals with disabilities; i

" *(2) respect for the privacy, rights, 'and egual
access (including the use of accesszble formats),
of such individuals;

“*(3) inclusion, integration. cmd fah‘ partmpa—
tion of such individuals;

“(4) support for the involvement of a family
member, a guardian, an advocate, or an author-
ized representative, if an individual w:t?z a dis-
ability requests, desires, or needs such support!
and

*{5) support for individual and systems adzo-
cacy and community involvement,”

SEC. 4. DEFINTTIONS.
Section 3 (29 U.S.C. 2202) is amended—- .
(1) by redesignating paragraphs (}) through

and (14), respectively; )
(2} by inserting before paragraph (2) (as redes-
ignated by paragraph (1)) the following: .
(1) ADYOCACY SERVICES.—The term ‘advo-
cacy services', ezceptasusedaspartofmete'rm
‘protection and cdvocacy services', means
services—
*'(A) provided to assist indwxduai.: with dxs-
abilities and their family members, guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives in
accessing assistive technology devices and

{B) provided through—

(i) individual case management }or indz‘vid-
uals with disabilities;

“(ii) representation of zndzmduals with dxs~
abdilities (other than representation ;w;thm the
definition of protection and advocacy services);

“(iti) training of individuals with disabilities
and their family members, guardians, advocates,
and authorized representatives to successfully
conduct advocacy for themselves; ot {

*“(iv) dissemination of information.:’ i

(1) in paragraph (3XE) (as redesxgnazed b;;

paragraph (1)), by striking ‘‘family™ and all

that follows and inserting “'the famz!y members,
guardians, advocates, or authericed lrepresenta- .

Hves of such an individuel; and™, |

(4) by inserting after paragraph (3) (as redes-
ignated by paragraph (1)) the following:

*'(4) COMPREMENSIVE STATEWIDE PROGRAM OF
TECHNOLOGY-RELATED  ASSISTANCE-The derm
‘comprehensive statewide program of tech-
nology-related assistance’ means a statewide
program of technology-related asmstarwe devel-
oped and implemeszted by a State under title I
that—

(A} addresses the needs of oll |individuals
with  disabilities, including members of
underrepresented populations and members of
rural populations;

*(B) addresses such needs without regard to
the age, type of disability, race, ezknmty.
gender of such individuals, or the particular
major life activity for which such|individuals
need the assistance; and

*{C) addresses such needs unthout requmng
that the assistance be provided through any
particuiar ugency or service delivery|system.

“(3) CONSUMER-RESPONSIVE.—The term
‘consumer-respensive’ means, with respect to an
entity, program, or activity, that the entity, pro-
gram, or activity—

(A} is easily accessible to, and usable by, in-

dividuals with disabilities and, w?xen appro-

priate,  their family members guardians, advo-
cates, or authorized representatives;

“{B) responds to the needs of tndividuals with
disabilities in a tzme:‘y and appropnaze manner;.
and :
*C} fmiétates the qu and meaningful par-
ricipatton of tmdividuals with dxsabtlzttes (in-
cluding individuals from underrepresented pop-
ulations.and rural populations) and!| their famziy
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members, guardzans advocates cmd authorzzed
representatives, in— -
“(i) decisions relating to the provision of
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services; and
“(ii) the planning, development, imptemenza-
tion, and evaluation. of the comprehensive state-
_wide program of technology-related assistance,
**(6) DISABILITY.~The term ‘disability’ means
.a condition of an individual that is considered
to be a disability or handicap for the purposes
of any Federal law other than this Act or for
the purposes of the Iaw of the State in which
the individual resides.’
(5) by striking paragraph (7) {as redesignated
_by paragraph (1)) and insérting the following:
- *{7) INDIVIDUAL WITH A o:s.ualu'rv INDIVID-
UALS WITH DISABILITIES.~
-“(A) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY.~The
‘term ‘individual with a disability' means any
" individual—
*(i) who has a disability; and

(i} who is or would be enabled by an -

assistive technology device or an assistive tech-
nology service to minimize deterioration in func-
tioning, ‘to'maintain a level of functioning, or to
achieve a greater level of functioning in any

 major life activity.

" “(Bj INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES—The
term ‘individuals with disabilities’ means more
than one individual with a disability.”";

(6} in paragraph (8) (as redesagnated by para-,

graph (1))~

(A) by smkmg “sectn;m 435¢6)"" and inserting

“section 1201(a)”; and = -

{B) by striking *'196. " and msertmg “1965 (20
U.S.C. 1141(a))’”;

(7) by inserting after paragraph (0) (as redes-

ignated by paragraph (1)} the following:

*(9) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SERVICES.—
The term. ‘protection and advocacy services'
means services that— .-

“(A) are described in part ¢ of the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act (42 U.8.C. 6041 ¢t seq.), the Protec-
tion and Advocacy for Mentally Il Individuals
Act (42 U.8.C. 10801 et seq.), or section 508 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.8.C. 794e); and

“{B) assist individuals with disabilities with
respect io assistive technofogy devices and
assistive technology services.'

(8) in paragraph (11} (as rédeszgnated by

paragraph (1)—.

(A) by striking “several States” and msertmg
“several States of the United States™; . -

(B} by striking “Virgin Islands” and irzsertmg
“United States Virgin Islands'’; and

(C) by striking “'the Trust Territory of the Pa-

- cific Islands” and inserting “‘the Republic of

Palau (until the Compact of Free Assoczat;on
with Falau takes effect)'*:

(9) by inserting after such paragmph (11) the

Jollow:ng: |

*{12) SYSTEMS CHANGE AND ADVOCACY Acrlw—
T1ES.—The term ‘systems change and advocacy
activities’ means efforts that result in laws, reg-
ulations, policies, practices, or organizational
structures that promote consumer-responsive

crease access o, provision of, and funding for,
assistive 2echnology devices and assistive tech~
nology services on a permanent basis, in order
to empower individuals with disabilities to
acmetet greate‘rj znde}zpendence_ productivity, and
integration and inclusion witkin th

e otk formw. bt e community

(10} in paragmph (13) (as
paragraph (1))—

(A) by striking “functions performed and gc-
tivities carried out under section 101" gnd in-
serting ‘‘assistance provided through systems
Changi and ad;)ocacy activities”; and’

(B) by inserting “any of subparagra
through (K) of’ before “section Z(b)(}g" ?rfd “w

(11) by amending paragrapk (14) (gs redeszg-
nated by paragraph (1)) to read as follosp

’?eﬂesignated by

(14} UNDERREPRESENTED POPULATION The
~The
(erm ‘underrepresented po;ruiatzon includes a’

| 2(bK1) and,
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population such'as minorities, the poor, and

persons with limited-English proficiency.”.
TITLE I--GRANTS TO STATES

SEC. 101. PROGR.AH AUTHORIZED.

{a) GRANTS TO STATES. -—Sectxon I0l(a) (2§

U.S.C. 2211(a)) is amended—

(1) by inserting after “provisions o/ this title’™*
the following: “‘to support systems change and
advocacy activities designed™’; and

(2) by striking’ “‘to develop and implement’
ané insertmg “in developing and implement-
ing"”.

{b) ACTI?!TIES ~Section 101 (29 U.S8.C. 2211) is
amended by striking subsections (b) and (¢) and
inserting the following: )

“(b) ACTIvVITIES.—Any State that receives a
grant under section 102 or 103 shall’ use the
Junds made available through the grant o ac-
complish the purposes described in section
i accomplishing such purposes,
may carry out any of the following systems
change and advocacy activities:

{1} MODEL SYSTEMS AND ALTERNATIVE STATE-
FINANCED SYSTEMS.—The State may support ac-
tivitles to increase access to, and funding for,
assistive technology, including—

“(A) the development, and evaluation of the
efficacy, of model delivery systems that provide
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-

‘nology setvices o individuals with disabilities,

that pay for such devices and services, and that,
if successful, could be replicated or generally
applied, such as—

“(i) the development of systems for the pur-
chase, lease, other acquisition, or payment for
the provision, of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services; or

“(ii) the establishment of alternative State or
privately financed systems of subsidies for the
provision of assistive technology devices and

* assistive technology services, such as—

“(I) a loan system jor assistive technalogy de-
vices;

(1) an mcame-contmgenz loan fund;

*(111) a low-interest loan fund,

“(1V) o revolving loan fund;

(V) a loan insurance program; or

"(VI} a partnership with private entities for
the purchase, lease, or other acquisition of
assistive technology devices and the provision of
assistive technology services;

“*(B) the demonstration a! assistive technology

devices, including—

“'(1) the provision of a location or. locations-

within the State where—

YD) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and au-
thorized representatives;

“(I1}) education, rehabilitation, heaitk care, n

and other service providers;
“(H1) individuals who work for Federal,
State or local government entities; and
*“(1V} employers,
can see and touch assistive tecknology devices,
and learn about tke devices from personnel who
are familiar with such. devxces and theu ap:slxca'

. tions;
programs oY entities and that facilitate and in- -

“(ii) the provision. o/ counselmg and ‘assist~
ance to individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and au-
thorized representatmes to determine individual

needs ' for assistive ‘technology devices and

assistive technology services; and .

“(iii) the demonstration or short-term loan of 1

assistive technology devices to individuals, em-
ployers, public agencies, or public accommoda-
tions seekmg‘stmtegtes to comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42

U.s.C. 12161 et seq.) and seciion 504 of the Re-

habilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.5.C. 794); and

‘“(C) the establishment of information systems
about, and recycling centers for, the redistribu-
tion of assistive technology devices and equip-
ment that may include devlce and eq-uxpment
loans, rentals, or gifts.

(2} INTERAGENCY cooammnou The State
may support activities—

February 11, 1994

{A) to identify and coordinate Federal and
State policies, resources, and services, relating
to the provision of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services, including en-
tering into interagency agreements;

*(B) to convene interagency work groups to

- enhance public funding options and coordinate

access to funding for assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services for indi-
viduals with disabilities of all ages, with special |
attention” to the issues of transition (such as
transition from school to work, and. transition
from participation in programs under part H of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(20 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.), to participation in pro-
grams under part B of such Act (20 U.S.C 1411
et seq.)) home use, and individual involverment
in the identification, planning, use, delivery,
and evaluation of such devices and services; or

“(C) to document and dissemninate information
about interagency octivities that promote co-
erdination with respect to assistive technology
devices and assistive technology. services, in-
cluding evidence of increased participation of
State and local special education, vocational re-
habilitation, and State medical a.sszstance agen-
cies and departments. .

*‘(3) QUTREACH.~The Smte may carry out ac-
tivities to encourage the creation or mainte-
nance of, support, or provide assistance to,
stdtewide and community-based organizations,
or systems, that provide assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services to indi-
viduals with disabilities or that assist individ-
uals with disabilities {n using assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology services.
Such activities may include oulreach to
consumer organizations and groups in the State
to coordinate the activities of the organizations
and groups with efforts (including self-help,
support groups, and peer mentoring} to assist
individuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians,. advocazes or authorized
representatives, o bbtain funding for, and ac-
cess -to, assistive - technology devices and
assistive technology services.

‘‘(4) EXPENSEs~-The State may pay for er-
penses, including travel expenses, and services,
incltuding services of qualified interpreters, read-
ers, and personal care assistants, that may be
necessary to ensure access to the comprehensive
statewide program of technology-related assist- -
ance by individuals with disabilities who are de-
termined by the State to be in fingncial need.
‘“(5) STATEWIDE NEEDS ASSESSMENT—The
State may conduct a statewide needs assessment
that may be based on data in existence on the
date on which the assessment is initiated and
may include—

“(A) estimates of the numbers of induidua!s
with disabilities within the State, categorized by
residence, type and eztent of disabilities, age,
race, gender, and ethnicity;

“(B} in the case of an assessment carried out
under a development grant, a description of ef-

‘forts, during the fiscal year preceding the first

fiscal year for which the State received such a
grant, to provide assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services to individuals
with disabilities within the State, including— .
‘(i) the number of individuals with disabilities
who received appropriate assistive technology

-devices.and assistive technology services; and

“'(ii) a description of the devices and services
provided;

“C) mformatzon on the number of individuals
with disabilities who are in need of assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services, and a description of the devices.and
services needed;

(D) information on the cost of providing
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services to all individuals with disabil-
ities within the State who need such devices and

services;

‘‘(E) a description of State and local public te.
sources and private resources (including insur-
ance) that are availadle to establish a consumer-
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responslve comprehenswe statewide program of
technology-related assistance;

‘“(F) information identifying Federal and
State laws, regulations, policies, practices, pro-
cedures, and organizational structures, that fa-
cilitate or interfere with the operation of a

. consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
" program of technology-related assistance;
*(G) a description of the procurement policies
of the State and the extent to which such poli-
cies will ensure, to the ertent practicable, that
assistive technology devices purchased, leased,
or otherwise acquired with assistance made
available through a grant made under section
102 or 103 are compatible with other technology
" devices, including technology devices designed

primarily for use by— ’

- *(1) individuals who are not individuals thk

disabilities; .
T tndivzduals who are elderly; or

“(iti) individuals with particular disué::xtxes
and.

‘“(H) information resulting from an inquiry
about whether a State agency or task force
(composed of individuals representing the State

and individuals representing the private sector)’

should study the practices of private insurance
companies holding licenses within the State that
offer health or disability insurance policies
under which an indwxdual may obtain reim-
bursement for— .

‘(i) the purchase, lease, or other acquisition
of assistive technology devices; or

. *(i1) the use of assistive technology services.

*'(6) PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM —

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The State may—

(1) support a public awareness program de-
signed to, provide information relating to the
availability and efficacy of assistive technology

. devices and assistive technology services for—

“1) individuals with disgbilities and their -

family members, guardians, advocates, or au-

thorized representatives;

“(11) individuals who work for public agen-
cies, or for private entities (including insurers),
that have contact with individuals with disabil-
ities;

“(I1l) educators and related sennces person-
nel;

“(IV) technology ezperts (including engi-
neers);

(V) employers; and

(Vi) other appropriate individuals and enti-
ties: or

(i) establish and support such a program if
no such program erists.

‘“4B) CONTENTS—Such a public awareness
program may include—

‘(i) the development and dissemination of in-
Sformation relating to—

“(I) the nature of assistive technology demces
and assistive technology services;

“(11) the appropriateness, cost, and avm!abzi-
ity of, and access to, assistive technology de-
- vices and assistive technology services; and -

. (11D the efficacy of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services with re-
spect to enhancing the capacity -of individuals
with disabilities;

. '"(if) the development of procedures for provid-

ing direct communication among public provid-
ers of assistive technology devices and assistive.
technology services and between public provid-
ers and private providers of such devices and
services (including employers); and

*“(iii) the development and dissemination of
information relating to the use of the program

by individuals with disabilities and their family .

. members, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives, professionals who work in a
field related to an activity described in this sec-
tion, and other appropriate individuals.

‘“(7) TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—
The State may carry out directly, or may pro-
- vide support to a public or private entity to
carry out, training and technical assistance
activities—

“(A) that— -

'
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‘(1) are provided for individuals with disabil-

ities and their family members, guardians, advo-
cates, and authorized representatives, and other
appropriate individuals; and -~

“(ii) may include—

*(1) training in the use of assistive teckno:ogy
devices and assistive technology services;

‘“(11) the development of written maaerials,
training, and technical assistance describing the

. means by which agencies consider the needs of

an. individual with a disability for assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services in developing, for the individual, any
individualized education program described in
section 614(a)(5) of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Aét (20 U.8.C. 1414(a)(5)), any
individualized written rehabilitation program
described in section 102 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (29 U.8.C. 722), any individualized
family service plan described in section 677 of
the Individuals with Disubilities Education Act
(20 U.8.C. 1477), and any other md:mdualxzed
plans or programs,

*(i11) training regarding the nghts of the per-
sons described in clause (i) to assistive tech-

nology devices gnd assistive technology services.

under any law other than this Act, to promote
fuller independence, productivity, and inclusion
in and integratwn into socxety of such persons;
and

*(1v) traim:zg to increase cansumer participa-
tion in the identification, planning, use, deliv-
er‘y and evaluation of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology sewfces and

“{B) that—

- '3} enhance the assistive eechnologye skills
and competencies of—

(1) individuals who work for public agenciles,
or for private entities (including insurers), that
have contact with individuals with disabilities;

*(11) educators and related services personnel;

(1) tecknozogy erperts (including engi-
neers);

*“(IV) employers; and

. *YV) other appropriatle personnel; and .

“(i1) include taking actions to facilitate the
development of standards, or, when appropriate,
the application of such standards, to ensure the
availability of qualified personnel.

“(8) PROGRAM DATA.—The State may support
the compilation and evaluation of appropriate
data related {0 a program described in - sub—
section (a). .

*‘(9) ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY RELATED INFOR-
MATION.—

‘“CA) IN GENERAL.—The State may develop, op-
erate, or expand a system for public access to in-
formation concerning an activity carried out
under another paragraph of this subsection, in-
cluding information about assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services, fund-
ing sources and costs of such assistance, and in-
dividuals, organizations, and agencies capable
of carrying out such an activity for iadividuals
with disabilities.

*(B) ACCESs.—Access to the system may be
provided through community-based entities, in-
cluding public libraries, centers for independent
living (as defined in section 702(1) of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1573 (28 U.S.C. 79%a(l))), ‘and

community rehabilitation programs (as defined

in section 7(25) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 706(25))).

*(C) System.—In developing, operating, or
erpanding a system descnbed in subparagmph
(A), the State may—

‘“‘t4) develop, compile, and categarize pmu
large print, .braille, audic, and video materials,
computer .disks, compact discs (including com-
pact discs formatted with read-only memory),
information that can be used in telephone-based
information systems, and such other media as
technological innovation may make appropriate;

“(i1) identify and classify ezisting funding
sources, and the conditions of and criteria for
access to such sources, including any funding.
mechanisms or strategies developed by the State;

““(4i1) identify eristing support groups and sys-

" tems designed to help individuals with disabil-

$1509

ities make effective use of an activity carned out.
under another paragraph of this subsectzon. ;
and

“tiv) mamtam a record of the extenc to w?zich .
citizens of the State use or make inqmria? of the
system established in subparagraph (A), and o[ o
the nature of such inquiries. e

*(D) LINKAGES.—The information system may
be organized on an interstate basis or as part of

a regional consartium of States in order to fa-
cititate the establishment of compatible, linked .
information systems. B .

*(10) INTERSTATE ACTIVITIES~~ . |

*(A) IN GENERAL.—The State may enter into
cooperative agreements with other States to ex-
pand the capacity of the States involved to as-
sist individuals with disabilities of all ages tb
learn about, acquire, use, maintain, adapt, and
upgrade assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services that such individ-

‘uals need at home, at school, at work, or in

other environments that are part of daily living.

“(B) ELECTRONIC COMMUN:CATION.;-TM State
may operate or participate {in a computer system
through which the State may electronica:fy
communicate with ather States to gain teckmcaI
assistance in a timely fashion and fo cmczd the
duplication of efforts already undertaken in
other States.

(11} PARTNERSHIPS AND coomx.&r;vs INITIA-

' TIVES.—The State may support the establish-
-ment or continuation of partnerships and coop-

erative initiatives between the public sector and
the private sector to promote greater partzcipa—
tion by business and industry in—

*'(A) the development, demonstratzan, and dis-
semination of assistive technology devices; and

‘(B) the ongoing provision of information
about new products to assist indtmduazs with -
disabilities. 4

‘“(12) ADVOCACY SERVICES. -T?;e State may
provide advocacy services. - |

*(13) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—The State may uti-
lize- amounts  made available through grants
made under section 102 or 103 for any systems
change and advocacy activities, other than the
activities described in another paragmph of this
subsection, that are necessary for deaefoping.

- implementing, or evaluating the consumer—re-

sponsive comprehensive statewide pfagmm of
technology-related assistance. |

*(c) NONSUPPLANTATION.—In carrying out
systems change and advocacy activities under
this title, the State shall ensure that the activi-
ties supplement, and not supplant, similar ac-
Hvities that have been carried out pursuant to
other Federal or State law."". -
SEC, 10%. DEVELOPMENT GRANTS.

Section 102 (29 U.8.C. 2212) is amended-— )

(1) in subsection (a)— oo

(A) by striking *'3-year grants” and inseyting
“3-year grants to support systems change and
advocacy activities described in 3ec£zon 10Ih) -
(including activities described  in subsection
(e)7)"; and |

(B) by striking '‘to develop and tmplement
statewide programs'* and inserting “‘in develop-
ing-and implementing consumer-responswe com-
prehensive statewide programs’; "

(2) by striking subsection (b);

(3) by redesignating subsections {c) and (d) as
subsections (b} and (c), respectively;

(4) in subsection (b) (as redesignated in para-
graph (3))— .

(A) in paragraph (I(C), by stnkmgt “'state-
wide program’ and inserting “‘consumer:respon-
sive comprehensive statewide program’’; and

(B) in paragraph (5)— ) P

(i) in subparagraph (A)— . K

(1) - by smking “(A)" and mserting “{A) .
STATE.—' E

(1) by !nsercing “United States” before “er-
gin Islands*’; and .

(I1D) by striking *‘Trust Territory of the Pa-

i

cific Islands™ and mserting “Republic of
Palau’; and . |

(i) in subparagraph (B)— . |
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(D-by striking “(B) and zmemng *(B) TERP
RITORY ~";

{11) by inserting “Umted States” before *‘Vir-
gin Islands”; and

(11} by striking “Trust Temtory of the Pa-
cific Islands™ and inserting “Republic of Palau
{until the Compact of Free Association takes ef-
fect)";

(5) in paragraph (2) of subsecnon {c) fas re-
" designated in paragraph (1)) by striking “state-
- wide programs™ and inserting “eommer-r&
sponsive comprehensive statewide programs’;

(6) by inserting afier-such subsecmm (c) the -

. Jellowing:
“(d) DESIGNATION OF THE LEAD Acswr e
(1) DESIGNATION.—The Governor of any
State that desires fo receive a grant under this
section shall designate the office, agency, en-
tity, or individual (referved to in this Act as the
‘lend agency’) responsible for—.
*“(A) submitting the application described in
subsection (e) on behalf of the State; - - -
. *MB) administering and supervising the use of
amounts made ayvailoble under the grant;
“tC)i) covrdinating efforts related to, and su-
pervising the preparation of, the application;
*(if) coordinating the plenning, development,
implementation, and evaluation of the
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of tkalogy-reiated assistunce among
public aget_zaes and between public agencies. and
private agencies, including coordinating efforts
related to entering into i:zterageacy agreements;
and
(i) coordmatmg efforts related to, and su-
pervising, the active, timely, and wmeaningful
participation by - individuals with disabilities
and their family members, guardions, advocates,

or. aquthorized representatives, and other appro-.
s priate individuals, with respect to activities car--

ried out under the gront; and -
‘YD) the delegation, in whole or in part, of

"any responsibilities descrided ir. subparagraph’

(A), (B), or (C) to one or more appropriate of-
Jices, agencies, entities, or individuals.

*Y2) QUALIFICATIONS.—In desigmating the lead

, the Governor may designate—

“{A) a commission appointed by the Governor;

“(B). a public-private partnership or consor-
tumy

“(C) a university-affiliated program;

(D) a pudlic agency.

‘“(tE) a council established under Federal or
‘State law; or -

“(F) another appropnate o/ﬂce. agency. eu-‘

tity, or individual.

“'(3) ABILITIES OF LEAD AGENCY.—~The State
shall provide, in accordance with subsection
(e)(1), evidence that the lead agency has the
ability—

‘(A) to respond to assistive techno!ogy needs
- aéross disabilities and ages; -

“{(B) to promote the availability throughout
the State of assistive technology devu:es and

. assistive technology services;
© (C) to . promote and implement systems
change and advocacy activities; -

*“tD) to promote and develop pub!ic-pnmte
partnerships; |

‘“(E) to exercise Ieaderskip in identifying and

responding to the technology needs of individ-.

uals with disabilities and their family members,

guardians, advocates, tmcf authorized represent- -

atives; .
“{(F) to promote consumer confidence, respon-
‘siveness, and advocacy; and
“(G) to exercise leadership in implementing ef-
fective strategies for capacity building, staff and
consumer training, and enkancement of access
to funding for assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services across agencies.””;
(7) in subsection (e}

(A) by striking paragraphs X1), (2), and (3)

and inserting the following:

“(1): DESIGNATION OF THE LEAD AGENCY.—In-
‘formation identifying the lead agency des-
ignated by the Governor under subsection (d)(1),
and the evidence described in subsection (d)3).
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“(2)" AGENCY INVOLVEMENT.—A description of
the nature and extént of involvement of various

‘State agencies; including ‘the State insurance
.departmient, in the preparation of the applica~

tion and the continuing role of eaxch agenry in
the - development and implementation of the
consumer-responsive comprekensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance, in-

cluding the identification of the available re-
. 'seurces and financial - responsibility of each

agency for paying. for assistive technafopy a‘e—
vices and assistive technology services.

“(3) INVOLVEMENT.— :

-'*( 4) CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT.—A description
of procedures that provide for—

“()X1) the active involvement of individuals

with disabilities ard their family members,

guardians, advocates, ard quthorized represent-

atives, and other appropriate individuals, in the

- development, implementation, and eva!aatton of

the program; and
*“(dI}) the active involvement, to the marimum

ertent appropriate, of individuals with disabil-

ities who use assistive technology devices or
assistive technology services, in decisions relat-
ing to such devices and services; and

Y5} mechanisms for determining consumer
satisfaction and participation of individuals
with disabilities whe represent a variely of ages

. and types of disabilities, in the consumer-re-

sponsive comprehensive statewide program of
technology-refated assistance.
“¥B) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT.—A description of

. the nature and ertent of—

*(1) the involvement, in the designation of the
lead agency under subsection (d), and in the de-
velopment of the application, of— -

“(I) individugls with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, or-au-
thorized representatives;

*“(11) ether appropriate individuals who are
not employed by a State agency: and

*(111) organizations, providers, and interested
parties, in the private sector; and

2 Yii) the continuing role of the individuals
and entztxes described in clause (i) in the pro-

(B) m paragraph (4), by striking "underserved
groups” and inserting "underrepresented popu-
lations or rural populations”™; )

(C) in paragraphs (4)- and (5), by striking
“statewide program® each place the term ap-
pears and inserting “consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program’’;

(D) by striking paragraphs (6‘), (7),and (17);

(E) by redesignating paragraphs (8) and (9) as
paragraphs (17} and (18), respectively, and
transfesting such pamgmpks to the end of the
subsection;

(F) by inserting after paragraph (5) ‘the fol-
lowing: .

““*(6) GOALS, OBIECTIVES, ACTIVITIES, AND ooT-
COMES.—Information on the program with re-
spect to—
©YA) the .goals and ob;ecaves of the State for
the program,

“(B) the systerms change and advocacy activi-
ties that the State plans to carry out under the
program; and

“{C} the expected outcomm of ‘the State for

. the program, censistent with the purposes de- -

scribed in section 2(8)(1).

“(7) PRIORITY ACTIVITIES.—

“(A) IN GENERAL-—An assurance that the
State will use funds made available under this
section or section 103 to accomplish the purposes
described in section 2(b)(1) and the goais, objec-
tives, end outcomes described in paragraph (6),
and to carry out the systems change and advo-
cacy activities described in paragraph (6)}(B), m
a manner that is consumer-responsive.

*({B) PARTICULAR ACTIVITIES—AnN assurance

that the State, in carrying out such systems
change and advocacy activities, shall carry out
activities regarding—

*Yi) the development, impl mnnn,‘ and
monitoring of State, régional, and local laws,
regulations, policies, practices, procedures, and
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organizational structures, that will improve ac-
cess to, provision of, funding for, and timely ac-
Qquisition  and delivery of, assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services;

“(ii) the development and impiementation of
strategies to overcome barriers regurding access

to, provision of, and funding for, such devices:

and services, with priority for identification of.
barriers to funding through State education (in-
cluding special education) services, vocational
rehabilitation services, and medical assistance
services or, as appropriate, other health and
humgn services, and with particular emphasis
on overceming barriers for underrepresented
populations and rural populations; -

U“(iii) coordination of activities among State
agencies, in order to facilitate access to, provi-

sion of, and funding for, assistive technology |

devices and assistive technology services;

““(iv) the development and implementation of |

strategies to empower individualy with disabil-
ities and their family members, guardians, advo-
cutes, and authorized representatives, to suc-
cessfully advocate for increased aceess to, fund-
ing for, and provision of, assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services, and to
increase the participation, choice, and control
of such individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and axn-
thorized representativey in the selection. and
procurement of assistive tecknology devices and
assistive technology services;

(v} the oproviion of outreack to

underrepresented populations and rura!l popu-.
lations, including identifying and assessing the -

needs of such populations, providing activities
to increase the accessibility of services to such
populations, training representatives of such
populations to become service providers, and
training staff of the consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of technology-re-
szid assistance to work with such populations;
a

*(vi) the development and implementation of
strategies to ensure timely acguisition and deliv-
ery of assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services, particularly for children,
unless the State demonstrates. through the
progress reports required under section 104 that
significant progress has been made in the devel-
opment and implementation of a consumer-re-
sponsive comprehensive statewide program of
technology-related assistance, and that other
systems change and advoracy activities will in-
crease the likelihood that the progrom will ac-
complish the purposea d@cribed in section

S 2(b)(1).
“(8) Amﬂx?.—&u ussuram that the

State will conduct an annual assessment of the
consumer-resporsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related asmisiance, in
order to determine—

“(A) the extent to-which the Stute’s goals and
objectives for systems change and advocacy ac-
tivities, as identified in the State plan under
paragraph (6}, have been achieved; and

*(B) the areas of neec: that require attention
in the next year. .

**(8) DATA COLLECTION, -A description of—

(A) the data collection system used for com-
piling information on the program, consistent
with such regquirements as the Secretury may es-
tablisk for such suystems, and, when a national
classification system is developed pursuant to
saction 201, consistent with suck classification
system; and .

*(B) procedures that will be used to conduct
evaluations of the program.”;

(G) in paragraphs (II)(B)M and (12)(B) bv
striking “individua! with disabilities” and in-
serting “‘individual with g disability™;

(H) in paragraph (15}(A), by striking *the
families or tepresentatives of individuals with
disabilities™ and inserting *‘their family mem-
bers, guardians, advocates, or authorized rep-
resentatives’'; and
. {I) by adding at the end ‘the foaowmg
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“(19) AUTHORITY TO USE FUNDS.—An assuy-

ance that the lead agency will have the author- .

ity to use funds made available through a grant
made under this section or section 103 to comply
with the requirements of this section or section
103, respectively, tncluding the ability to hire
qualified staff necessary to carry out activities
under the program.

**(20) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY saawcz‘s —
Either—
. ‘'{A) an assurance that the State will annu-

ally provide, from the funds made available to
the State through a grant made under this sec-
tion or section 103, an amount calculated in ac-
cordance with subsection (f)(4), in order to make
a grant to, or enter into a.contract with, an en-
tity to support protection and advocacy services
through the systems established to provide pro-
tection and advocacy under the Developmental
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42
U.S5.C. 6000 et seq.), the Protection and Advo-

cacy for Mentally Ul Individuals Act (42 U.S.C.

IO-BOI et seq.), and section 509 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.8.C. 794e); or - -

*(B) at the discretion of the State, a request
that the Secretary. annually reserve, from the
Junds made available to.the State through a
grant made under this section or section 103, an
amount calculated in accordance with subd-
section (f}(4), in.order for the Secretary to make
a grant to or enter into a contract with such a
System to support pro:ectwn and advocacy sery-
ices.

“21) TRAINING AC?’IVITIES —An assurance
that the State—

*“{A) will develop and implement strategies for
fncluding personnel training regarding assistive
technology within existing Federal- and State-
funded training initiatives, in order to enhance

assistive technology skills ang competencies;

and .
“(B) will document such training.
““(22) LIMIT ON INDIRECT COSTS.—An assur-
-gnce that the percentage of the funds received
under the grant that is used for indirect costs
shall not exceed 10 percent.

*{23) COORDINATION WITH STATE COUNCILS.—-
An assurance that the lead agency will coordi-
nate the activities funded through a grant made
under this section or section 103 with the activi-
ties carried out dy other councils within the
State, including—

*“(A) any council or commission specifi ed in

_ the assurance provided by the State in accord-
ance with section 101(a)(36) of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1873 (28 U.5.C. 721(a}(36)});

*‘{B) the Statewide Independent Living Coun-

cil established under section 705 of the Rehabili-

tation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 796d);

*“{C) the advisory panel established under sec-
tion 613(a)(12} of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(12));

‘(D) the State Interagency Coordinating
Council established under section 682 of the In-
dividuals with « Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1482); .

*(E) the State Planning Councz! described in
section 124 of the Developmental Disabilities As-
sistance and Bill of Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6024);

**(F) the State mental health planning council
established wunder section 1914 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 3001-3); and

*“(G) any council established under section
204, 205(g)(2)A), or 712(a)3UH) of the Older
Americans . Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3015,
J017(gN2)A), or 3058g(a)(3)(H)).

*(24) COORDINATION WITH OTHER SYSTEMS

CHANGE AND ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES.—AN assur-

ance that there will be coordination between the
activities funded through the grant and other
related systems change and advocacy activities
Junded by either Federal or State sources.

*“(25) OTHER INFORMATION AND ASSURANCES.—
Such other information and assurances as the
Secretary may reasonably regquire.”’; and

(8) by adding at the end the following:

TY(f) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY REQUIRE-
MENTS.~
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(1) REQUIREMENTS.—A State that, as of June
30, 1993, has provided for protection and advo-
cacy services through an entity that— :

*(A) is capable of performing the functions
that would otherwise be performed under sub-
section (e)(20) by the system described in sub-
section (e)(20); and

‘(B) is'not a system descnbed in such sub~
section,
shall be canstdered to meee the requ"ements of
such subsection. Such entity shall recelve fund-
ing to provide such protection and advocacy
services in accordance with paragraph (4), and
shall comply with the same requirements of. this

title (other than the requirements of such sub-

section) as a system that receives funding under
such subsection.

“(2) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY szawcs PRO-
VIDER REPORY

“(A) PREPARATION.—A system that receives
funds under subsection (e)(20) to carry out the
protection and advocacy services described in
subsection (e)}(20)(A) in a State, or an entity de-

" scribed in paragraph (1) that carries out such

services in the State, shall prepare reporis that

contain such information as the Secretary may.

require, including the following:

“(1) A description of the activities carried out
by the system or entity with such funds.

(i) Documentation of significant progress, in
providing protection and advocacy services, in
each of the following areas:

“(I) Conducting activities that are consumer-
responsive, including activities that will lead to
increased access to funding for assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology services.

(11} Ezrecuting legal, administrative, and
other appropriate means of representation to im-
plement systems change and advocacy activities.

(111} Developing and implementing strategies

- designed to enhance the long-term abilities of

individuals with disabilities and thelr family
members, guardians, advocatey, and authorized
representatives fo successfully advocate for

_assistive technology devices and assistive tech-

nology services to which the individuals with
disabilities are entitled under law other than
this Act.

“(1V) Coordinating activities with protection

and advocacy services funded through sources
other than this Act, and coordinating activities

" with the systems change and advocacy activities

carried out by the State lead agency.

*(B) SUBMISSION.—The system or entity shall
submit the reports fo the program described in
subsection (o) in the State not less often thcm
every 6 months. -

*(C) UPDATES.—The sysitem or entity shall
provide monthly updates to the program de-
scribed in subsection (a) concerning the activi-
tes and tnformation described in subparagrapk.
(A).

*(3) CONSULTATIQH WITH STATE PROGRAMS.—
Before making a grant or entering into a con-
tract under subsection (e)(20XR) to support the
protection and advocacy services descrided in
subsection (e)(20)(A) in a State, the Secretary
shall solicit and consider the opinions of the

lead agency in the State with respect to -the

terms of the grant or contract.

*'(4) CALCULATION OF EXPENDITURES,—

*(A).IN GENERAL.—~For each fiscal year, for
each State receiving a grant under this section
or section 103, the Secveiary shall specify a min-
imum amount that the State shall use to provide
protection and advocacy services.

*B) INITIAL YEARS OF GRANT.—Ezxcept as pro-

.vtded in subparagraph (C) or (D)—

*(i) the Secretary shall calculate suck mini-
mum amount for a State based on the size of the
grant, the needs of individuals with disabilities
within the State, the population of the State,
and the geographic size of the State; and =~

‘(i) such minimum amount shall be not less
than $40,000 and not more than $100,000. -

*(C) FOURTH YEAR OF SECOND EXTENSION
GRANT.—If a State receives a second ertension

i
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grant under section 103(a)(2), the S}ecretam

shall specify a minimum amount under subpara- - -
~graph (A) for the fourth year (if any) of the

grant period that shall equal 75 percent of the
minimum amount specified for the State under
such subparagraph for the third year of ‘the sec-
ond extension grant of the State.

‘(D) FIPFTH YEAR OF 'SECOND EXTENSION
GRANT—If @ State receives a second e.rtension
grant under section 103(a)(2), the Secretary
shall specify a minimum amount under subpara-
graph (A) for the fifth year (if any) of the grant
period that shall equal 50 percent of the mini-
mum amount specxfed Jor the State under such
subparagraph for the third year of the second
extension grant of the State. |

-‘(E) PROHIBITION—After the fifth yem (if
any) of the grant period, no Federal funds may
be made available under this title by the State

‘to a system described in subsection (e)(20} oran .

entity described in paragraph (1).”. |

|-
-

SEC. 103. EXTENSION GRANTS. .
Section 103 (29 U.S.C. 2213) is amended to read -

as follows:

*SEC, 103. EXTENSION GRAMS j
*(a) EXTENSION GRANTS.~ " . i
*Y(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT —The Secretary

may award an initial extension grant, for a pe-

riod of 2 years, to any State that meets the

standards specified in subsection (bX1). | .

*(2) SECOND ~EXTENSION GRANT.—-The Sec-

_retary may award a second extension grant for

a period of not more than 5 years, to any State
that meets the standards specified in subsectzon
b2y, .
“(b) STANDARDS.— -
‘(1) INITIAL sxrms:o:u cwr.——ln erder fora
State to receive an initial extension grant under

- this section, the designated fead agency of the

State shall-—
“(A) provide the evidence described in section
102(d)(3); and -
*'(B) demonstrate that the State has made sig- .
nificgnt progress, and. has carried out systems .
change and advocacy activities that have re-
sulted in significant progress, toward the devel-
opment and implementation of a consumer-re—

. 8ponsive comprehensive . statewide ;wogram of

technology-related. assistance, consistent unth
sections 2(b)(1), 101, and 102. ' .
*‘(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANT.—
‘“(A) RESPONSIBILITIES OF DESIGNATED LEAD

- AGENCY.—In order for a Stgte to receive a sec-
ond extension grant under this section, the des- B

ignated lead agency shall—

“(i) provide the evidence and make the dem-
onstration described in paragraph (1); |

*'(i1) describe the steps the State has taken or
will take to continue on a permanent bcms the
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of tecknology-related assistance with
the ability to maintain, at a minimum, the out-
comes.achieved by the systems change and ad-
vocacy activities; and .

“(iii} identify future funding’ opaors agnd
commitments for the program from thepublic

“and private sector and the key individuals,

agencies, and organizations. to be involved in,
and to direct future efforts of, the program. e
*“(B) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE —In
making any award to a State for o secand exr-
tension grant, the Secretory shall (e:cept as
provided in section 105(a)(2)N(A)(ii5)) make such
award contingent or a determination, based on
the onsite visit required wunder sectwn
105(a)(2)(AX(ii), that the State is making signifi-
cant progress toward development and ]impze-
mentation of a consumer-responsive comprehen-

* sive statewide program of technotogy-re:cted as-

sistance. If the Secretary determines that the
State i3 not making such progress, the Secretaw
may ‘take an action described. in section
105(0)(2), in accordance with the applicable pro~
cedures described in section 105.

*‘(¢) AMOUNTS OF GRANTS o= |

(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANTS —

*“(A} IN GENERAL.~—
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‘(i) STATES. —From amomm ap;rmpna-ted
under section 106 for uny fiscal year, the Sec-

. retary shall pay an amount that is not less than

© $500,000 and not greater than £1,500,000 to eack

State (other than a  State described in clause

-(ii}) "that receives an initial c:remzm ymm\

under subsection (aj(l).
“(ii} TERRITORIES.—From amounts appro-

priated under section 106 for any fiscal yeur, the .

Secretary shall pay en amount that is not great-

-“er than $150,000 to any of the following States

v

that receives an initial eztensz’ea grant under
subsection (a)(1):

“t1) The United States Virgin Islcnds

(1T} Guam. :

“(I11) American Samoa.

IV} The Cmonwcai‘t.’z of the Nort?zem

Mariana Isiands.

“(V) The Republic of Palau (wz?.:l the Com-
pact of Free Associgtion takes effect).
‘“{B) CALCULATION OF AMOUNT~The Sec-

" vetary shail calculate the amount described in

clause (i) or (ii) of subparagraph (A) with re-
spect to a State on the basis of— .

(1) amounts available for'making grants pur-
suant to subsection (a)(1);

‘(i) the population of the State;

“*(iii) the types of assistance to be promded in
the State; and

“(iv) the amount of resources commitied by
the State and available to the State from other

_ sources.

*“(C) PRIORITY FOR PREVIOUSLY PARTICIPATING
STATES.—Amounts appropriated in any fiscal
yedr for purposes of carrying out subsection
(a)(1) shall first be made available to States that

- received assistance under this section during the

fiscal year preceding the fiscal year concerned.
“(D} INCREASES.—In providing any increases
in initial ertension gronts under subsection

under this section for fiscal year 1993 the Sec-
retary may give priorily to—

in subparagraph (A)(ii}) that have the largest
populations, based on the most recent census
data; and

“(ii) the States (other than the States de-
scribed in subparagraph (ANMi)) that are sparse-
ly populeted, with a wide geographic spread,
where such characteristics have impeded the de-
velopment of a consumer-responsive, comprehen~
sive statewide proyram of technology-related as-
sistance. )

@) SECOND EXTENSION GRANTS.—

C*{A) AMOUNTS AND PRICRITY—The amounts
of, and the priority of applicants for, the second
ertension grants awarded under subsection
(a}(2) shall be determined by the Secretary. er-
cept that—

(i) the amount x:a,if! to a State for the fourth
vear{({f any) of the grant period shall be 75 per-
cent of the amount paid to the State for the
third year of the grant period;

“(ii) the amount paid to a State for the fifth
year ({f any) of the grant period shall be 50 per-
cent of the amount paid to the Stale for the
third year of the grant period; and -

**(iii) after the fifth year of the grant period,
no Federal funds may be made avazzaaze to the

. State under this tille.

*{B) INCREASES.—in providing any incremses
in second ertension grants under subsection

_ {a){2) above the amounts provided to States

under this section for fiscal year 1993, the Sec-
retary may give priority to States dmm’bed ia
paragraph (1}(D).

*(d) APPLICATION.—A State that desires to re-
ceive an extension grant under this section shall

- submit an application to the Secretary that con-

tains the following information and assurances
with respect to the consumer-responsive com-

prehensive statewide program of techno!ogy-r&‘

lated assistance in the State:
Pu(1) INFORMATION AND ASSURANCES.—The in-
formation and assurances described in section
102(e), except the prelimiriary needs assessment
described in section }02(3)(4)
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“(2) NEEBS; PROBLEMS; STRATEGIES; OUT-

‘REACH = N
*(A) NEEDS. —A description of needs relating .

to technology-related assistance. of individuals
with disabilities (including .individuals - from
underrepresented  popuiations or rural popu-

‘lations) and their family members, guardians,

advocates, or authorized representutives, and
other appropriate individuals within the State.

“(B) PROBLEMS A description of any prob-
lems or geps that remain with the development
and tmplementation of & consuwmer-responsive
comprehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance in the State. .

*(C) STRATEGIES.— A description of tize stmte—
gies that the State will pursue during the grunt

period to remedy the problems or gaps witk the
- development and. implementalion of such a pro-

gram.
*“63) QUTREACH ACTIVITIES.—A description of
outreach activities to be conducted by the Stale,

‘including dissemination of information te eligi-

e populations, with special atiention to
wzd.enepremwd po;mclanous and ruraz popu-
lations. .

“(3) ACTIVITIES AND PROGRESS UNDER PRE-
VIOUS GRANT.~A description of—

(A} the specific systems change and advo-
cacy activities described in section 10I(b} (in-
cluding the activities described in  section
1012(eX7)) carried out under the development
grant received by the State under section 102,
or, in the case of an application for a grant
under subsection (a)(2), under -an initial erten-
sion grant received. by the State under this sec-
tion, including—

“*i(i) a description of systems change and advo-
cacy activities that were undertaken to produce
chanpe on a persmanent basiz for individuals

’ -wuhdisawmes of all ages;
(a)(1) above the amounts. provided to States

(i) a description of activities undertaken to
improve the invalvement of individuals with dis-

. abilities in the program, including training and
“(i) the States (other than the States descnbed ’ v g y

technical assistance efforts to improve individ-
ual.access to assistive.technology devices and
assistive technology services as mandated under
other laws and regulations as in effect on the
date of the application, and including actions
undertaken to improve the participation of
urnderrepresented populations and rural popu-
latious, such as cutreack efforts; and

“(ii) an evaluation of the impact and results
of the activities described in clauses (1) and (if);

‘“(B) the relationship of such systems change

-and advocacy activities to the development and

implementation of a consumer-responsive com-
prekensive statewide program of technology-re-
lated assistance; and

“(C) the progress made toward the develop«
ment and implementation of such a program..

“{4) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT .~

“{A) REPORT.—In the case of an application
Jor a grant under subsection (a)(1), a report.on
the hearing described in subsection (e}1) or, in
the case' of an application for a grant under
subsection (a)(2), a report on t}w kearing de-
scribed in subsection {e)(2).

“{B).OTHER STATE ACTIONS.—A desm;-ztzon of
State actions, other than such a hearing, de-
signed to determine the degree of satisfaction of
individuals with disqbilities, and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or aquthorized
representatives, pubfic service providers and pri-
vate service providers, educators and related
services providers, technology experts (fncluding
engineers), employers, and other appropriate in-

.. dividuals and entities with—

* **(i) the degree of their onguing tnvolvement in
the development and implementation of the
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance;

“(ii) the specific systems change and advocacy
activities .described in section 101(b) (including
the activities described in section 102(e}(7)) cur-
ried out by the State umder tke‘developmeut
grant oy the tnitial extension grant;
 *‘fiii) progress made toward the development
and implementation of a consumer-responsive
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comprehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance; and

*“(iv) the ability of the lead agency to carry
out. the activities described in section 102(dX3).

(5) COMMENTS —A-summary of .any com- -
ments recetved concerning the issues described.
in paragraph (4) and response of the State wi
such comments, solicited through g public hear-!
ing referred to in paragraph (4) or through
other means, from individuals affected by the
consumer-responsive -comprehensive stutewide
program  of technology-related assistance,
Ancluding—

“(A) individuals with dzsabuitzes and their
family members, guardians, advocatﬁ. or au-
thorized representatives;

*“{B) public service providers and private serv-
ice providers;

*(C) educators and related services personnel;

(D) technology exrperts (mcfudmg eagmeers}, ]

‘*(E) employers; and

*(F) other appropriate individuats cmd enti-|
ties.

‘(6) COMPATIBILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT.—An assurance that the
State, or any recipient of funds made available
‘to the State under section 102 of this sectiom,
will comply with puidelines established under
section 508 of the Re?mbtlztat!oa Acz of 1973 (29
U.5.C. 794d).

“'(e) PUBLIC HEARING —

‘(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT—T0 be elxgxble
to receive a grant under subsection (a) (1), a
State shall hold a public heartng in the third
vear of a program carried out under a grant
made under section 102, after providing appro-
priate and sufficient notice to allow interested
groups and organizations gnd all segments of
the public an opportumty to comment on the
program.

“(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANT.—To be eligible
to receive a grant under subsection (a)2). a
State shail hold a public hearing in the second
vear of a program carried out under o grant
made under subsection (a)(1), after providing
the notice described in paragraph (1).".

SEC. 104 PROGRESS CRITERIA AND RKPORTS ]

Section 104 (29 U.S.C 2214) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 104. PROGRESS CRITERIA AND REPORTS.

‘‘(a) GUIDELINES.—The Secretary shall de- |

‘velop guidelines to be.used in assessing the ex- |

tent to whick a State that received a grant |

-under section 102 or 103 iy making significant

progress in developing and implementing o
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program. of technology-related assistance con-
sistent with section 2(b)(1).

- “(b) REPORTS.—Each State thal receives a
g-qnt under section 302 or 103 to carry out such -
a program shall submit ennually to the Sec-
retary a report that documents significant
progress in developing and implemeniting a
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
-program of technology-related assistance, conr-
" sistent with sections 2(b)(1), 101, and 102(e), and
that documents the following:

‘(1) The progress the State has made, as de-
termined- in the State's annual assessment de-
scribed in gection 102(ej(8) (consistent with the
guidelines established by the Secretary under
subsection (a)), in achieving the State's goals,
objectives, and outcomes as identified in the
State's application as described in section
102(e)(6), and areas of need that require atten-
. tiom in the next year, inciuding unanticipated
problems with the achieverent of the goals, ob-
jectives, and -outcomes described in the applica-
tion, and the activities the State has underigken
to rectify these problems. :

“(2) The systems change and advocacy activi-
ties carried out by the State including—

‘“(A) an analysis- of the laws, regulations,
policies, practices, procedwres, and organiza-
. tional structures that the State har changed,
has attempted to change, or will aitempt to
change during the nert year, to facilitate and
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increase timely access to, provision of, or fund-

tng for, -assistive ‘technology devices oand
-assistive technology services;.and

(B} a description of any written policies and
procedures that the State -has developed and im-
plemented regarding access fo, provision of, and
Junding for, -asvistive :technology -devices .and
assistive ‘technology services, particularly poli-
‘cles -and procedures regarding -access to, provi-
sion of, and funding for, such devices and sery-
ices under education (including special edu-
-cation), vocational rehabilitation, an.d medical
assistance programs. -

‘(3) The degree of inualvement of varwus
State agencies, including the .State insurance
department, in the development, implementa-
tion, and evaluation of the program, including
.any dnleragency agreements that the State has
-developed .and implemented regarding -access to,
prouvision of, and funding for, assistive ‘tech-
nology devices and .assistive technology services
.such .as agreements ;that identify available re-
sources for assistive tachnology «devices and
-assistive techmology services-and the responsibil-
Aty .of each agency fm’ paying for such devices
.and services. -

*i(d) The .activities :mde'mken ‘to collect .and
disseminate fnformation about the -doc
.acttvities .analyzed -or described in parographs
(1) 'through (3), inctuding .outreach activities to
underrepresenied populations and rural popu-
<lations.and efforts to disseminate mfofma&on by
mecms of electronic communication.

“(5) ‘The invotvement .of individuals witk dis-
.abilities who represent .a variety .of .uges .and
types of disabilities :in :the planning, develop-

- ment, implementation, .und -assessment .of the
-eonsumer-responsive compreh. fve - -statewid
-program of technology-related .assistance, in-
cluding activities undertaken ‘to improve such
‘involvement, such as consumer training and
outreach .activities :to -undervepresented popu-
lations and rural populatiom.

*(6) The-degree of consumer satisfaction with>

"the program, - including  satisfaction by
‘underrepresented pomilations and rural pepu-
lations

* *(7) Efforts to train personnel as well ‘as con-
sumers

‘(8) Efforts to reduce the service delivery time
for receiving -assistive technoiogy devwes -and
-assistive technology services

_ 'f9) Significant progress.-in the provision of
protection -and advocacy services, in each of the
-areas described in section 102(f)(2)( A)(ii).
SEC. 105. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
{a) REVIEW OF PARTICIPATING STATES—Sec-
tion 105(a) (29 U.S5.C. 2215(a)) is amended—
(1) in paragraph (1) by :inserting before the
. period the following. ** .consistent with the
:guidelines established under section 104a)”

+(2) by striking paragraph(2).and inserting the
foitowing

#(2) ONSITE VISITS.—

(A) VISITS

“'(i} -DEVELOPMENT :GRANT PROGRAM.—The
Secretary shall conduct .an -onsite visit during
the final year of each State's participation in
the development grant program

*H{it) EXTENSION :GRANT PROGRAM —Except .as
provided in clause (iii}, the Secretary shall con-
duct an .additional onsite visit to.any State that

. .appties for a second ertension grant under sec-
tion 103(a)(2) -and whose initial onsite wisit .oc-
curred prior to the date of the enactment of the

. Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals
With Disabilities Act Amendments of 1998 The
Secretary shall conduct .any such visit to the
State not later than 12 months.after the date.on
which the Secretary -awards the .second erten-
ston grant.

i) DMRMINA'HON ~—The Secretary shall
not be required to conduct .a visit described in
clause (1) if the Secretary determines that the
visit is not necessary to assess whether the State
{s :making significant progress toward develop-
:ment and implementation -of -G-consumer-respon-

ts.or -
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sive comprehensive statewide »program af tech-
sology-related assistance.

“B) TEaM —Two-thirds -of the onsite mon-
{toring -team in each -case shall ‘be- quazxﬁed ‘peer:
reviewers, who—

%) shall not-be lead agency personnel;

“(il) shall be from.States-other than the State
‘betng menitored; and

**(iii) shall tnclude an ‘individual with a dis-
ability, or :a family member, a guardian, an ad-

vocate, -or -an muhoﬁzed repraencative of such”

anindividual. . )
S C) Commnon—-

‘(i) ‘OFFICERS :OR mwrm—Membm of
any onsite monitoring team who -are officers or
Jull-time :employees of the .United States shall
‘serve without compensation 4n :addition -to that
-recetved for :their services as -officers .or employ-
:ees of the United States, but may ‘be -allowed
travel .ezpenses, inctuding per -diem in ilieu of
subsistence, as.quthorized by section 5702 of title
5, United .States Code, for individuals in the
Government service traveling .on :official dusi-
ness.

‘*(#t) OTHER MEMBERS. —Membennf any onsite

monitoring team who -are not -officers or full-

time.employees of the United States shall vecetve
-compensation at .a vate not 1o exceed the daily
-eguivalent of the rateof pay for level IV of the

Ezrecutive Schedule under section 5315 of ttle 5, .

Inited States Code, for ench .day ‘tincluding
traveltime) during whick such members :are en-
gaged in the actual performance of their dutics

.as members of an ongite:monitoring team. n ad-

-dition, such members may be allowed trovel ex-
penses, iacluding per.diem -in Heu of subsistence,
as guthorized by section 5703 of title .5, {United

. States Code, for individuals tn. the Gm:mment

service employed tntermittently

(D) .REPORT —The Secretary shall prepare o
report of findings from the-onsite visit. The Sec-

retary shall.consider the findings in determining
whether o continue funding the program either
with or without. 'ohanges J‘he report shaill be
-available to the pub

(3) by redesignating pamgmpk.s (3): and (4) as
paragraphs (d).and (5) -respectively

(4) by insertmg.after paragraph (2) ithe follow-
ing

*‘(3)° ADVANCE .PUBLIC NOTICE -—The .Secretary
shall provide advance public notice.of the onsite
visit and solicit public .comment through such
notice from individuals with disabilities .and

their family members, guardians, advocates, and -

authorized representatives, public service pro-

viders .and private service providers, -educators:

and related services persommel, technology ex-
perts (including engineers), .employers, .and
other appropriate individuals and .entities, re-
garding the State program funded through a
grant made under section 102 or 103 The public
comment solicitation notice shall be included in
the onszte msz: repart described in pamgmph
{2).” -

(5} m paragrapk (4) Las redesignated in para-
graph (3)} by striking “siatewide program” and
inserting "ccnsumer-respomve comprehensive
statewide program”’

(h) CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN—Section 105(b)
(29 U.8.C 2215(b)) is.amended-—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(4) in the heading, by striking "PENALTIES"
and inserting "CORRECTIVE ACTIONS™,

(B)in the matter preceding subparagraph (A},

by stnkmg “penames” and inserting “!correc-

tive actions”’,

(C) by stn‘kina “or” at the end of subpara-
graph (B);

(D) by striking the period ut the end of sub-
paragruph (C) and inserting **; or*; and

(E) by adding ut the end "tl_le following:

(D) required redesignation of the: lead agen-
ey, tn accordance with subsection:(c).”; and

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking "subsecﬁan‘

ta)¢r' and inserting *‘subsection (aj(5)"

“{C)  REDESIGNATION —Section zos (29 U.S.C.
2215) ‘is-amended—

01) by striking subsection.(c); and

|
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(2) by adding at the end the following:

*(c) REDESIGNATION OF LEAD AGENCY.—

““(1} MONITORING PANEL.—

“{A) APPOINTMENT.—Once o State becnmes

‘subject ‘to -a corrective action plan pursuant ‘to

subsection(b), the-Governor of the State, subject
to -approval by the Secretary. ska:f appoint,

within 30 days after-the submission of the plan

‘to the Secvetary, a monitoring prmei -consisting
of the following vepresentatives: :
1) The head of the lead agency deszgnated

‘by the Governor.

i) 2 mmwﬁm from-different public or
private nonprofit drganizations that represent
the'interests of individuals with disabz!mw

“(iti) 2 consumers who -are users :of assistive .
technology devices -and assistive techno!ogy
services and ‘who-are not— |

. *Y1) members .of ‘the -advisory council, if any,
of ‘the consumer-responsive ehemme gtate-
wide program of technology-related asststcnce
or . .

(1) employm of the State lead agency .

(ty) 2 service providers with knowledge and n
erpertise -in .assistive ‘technology demms a-nd
‘aszistive-technology services. .

“(B) MEMBERSHIP AND m.mzpmson -—'I'Pae
monitoring panel shall ‘be ethmcauy -diverse.
The panel shall gelect-a.chairperson ffom :among .
‘the members-of the panel. |

*(C) INPORMATION.—The panél shall receive
periodic reports from the State |regarding
progress in implementing -the .corrective -action
plan and shail ‘have the authority to vequest ail-
«ditional m{mctwu necessary Lo Ldetemine
compliance.. . - !

(D) MEETINGS.—The meeting: of t!xe panel to-
determine compliance shall ‘be-open to'the public
(subject to-confidentiatity concerns) and held at
Jocations that. are’ ‘aecessible to fndzmdualx wttk
disabilities. : !

(&) PERIOD.—The pane! shall carry vut the

|

duties of the panel for the -entire period -of the

¢

corrective action plan, ‘a8 determined by the Sef,\

. retary.

{F) PUNDING.—The panel shall be funded by
‘a portion -of the funds received by [the State
‘under this title, as directed by the Secretary

“Y2) ' FAILURE TO APPOINT MONITORING
‘PANEL.—A ‘faiture by .a -Governor of a State to

-comply “with the ‘requirements of mraymph (1)

‘sholl result in the termination of ftmdmg SJor the
‘State-under this:title

Y(3) DETERMINATION —

*(A) PANEL.—Based -on ‘its findings, a -mon.
ftoring panel may determine that-a lwd ‘agency
designated by a Governor has not.accomplished
the purposes described in section 2(b)(1) and
‘that there is good -cause for redesignation vf the
‘agency -and the temporary loss of funds by tfu’
Btate under this title

(B) -GOOD -CAUSE —Hn ithis ‘paragraph, ‘t‘ze
‘term ‘good cause -includes— -

(1) lack of progress wzm employment of
qualified staff, A ,

(i) lack of consumer-responsive’ actimttes

‘(i) lack of vesource -allocation to s-yxtems
:change-and advocacy activities; l

‘(fv) lack -of progress with meeting the assur
ances in section 102¢e), or !|

fv) inadequate fiscal management. :

“(C) RECOMMENDATION .AND ACTION —If @
‘monitoring panel makes such a detemnmion
the panel shall recommend to the Secrezam that
Jurther remedial action be taken or'that the Sec-
retary :order the Governor ‘to. redesignate the

“lead -agency within 90 days or lose funds under .

2his ‘title. The Secretary,-based -on ‘the ﬁnd‘mgx
and recommendations 'of ithe monitoring panel §
and .after providing to -the public notice and an
opportunity for comment, shall make a final de
términation vegarding whether to ovder the Gov-
ernor to redesignate the lead agency The Gov

-ernor -shall make any such ‘redesignation in ac-

«cordance with ‘the reguirements that app}y m
-designations under section 102(d). N

*“(d) CHANGE OF ‘PROTECTION AND Anvocncv
"SERVICES PROVIDER.— ’
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_ (1) DETERMINATION.—The Governor of a
State, based on input from individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, guardians,
advocates, or authorized representatives, may
- determine that the entity providing protection
and advocacy services reguired by section
102(e)(20) (referred to in this subsection as the
‘first entity') has not met the protection and ad-
vocacy service needs of the individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, guardians,
- advecates, or guthorized representatives, for se-
curing funding for und access to assistive.tech-
. nology devices and assistive technology services,
and that there is good cause to provide the pro-
tection and advocacy services for the State
through a contract with.a second entity. .

*'(2) NOTICE AND OFPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD —
On making such a determination, the Governor
may not enter into a contract with a second en-

tity to provide the protection and advocacy
services unless good cause erists and unless—

‘‘{A) the Governor has given the first entity 30
days notice of the intention to enter into such
contract, including specification of the good
cause, and an opportunity to respond to the as-

. sertion that good cause has been shown, ~

‘“(B) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, or au-
thorized representatives, have timely notice of
the determination and apportumty Jor pubhc
comment; and

“(C) the first entity has the opportunity to
appeal the determination to the Secretary with-
in 30 days of the determination on the basis that
there is not good cause te enter into the con-

tract .

“*(3) REDESIGNATION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—When the Governor of a
State determines that there is good cause to
. enter into a coniract with a second entity to
" provide the protection and advocacy services,
the Governor shall hold an open competition
within the State and issue a request for propos-
als by entities desiring Lo provide the services.

*({B) TIMING.—The Governor shall not issue
such request until the first entity has been given
notice and an opportunity to respond. If the
first enlity appeals the determination to the Sec-
retary in accordance with paragraph (2)(C). the
Governor shall issue such request only if the
Secretary decides not to overturn the determina-
tion of the Governor. The Governor shall issue
such request within 30 days after the end of the
period during which the first entity has the op-
portunity to respond, or after the decision of zhe
Secretary. as appropriate.

“(C) PROCEDURE.—Such competitzon shall be
open to entities with the same erpertise and
ability to provide legal services as a system re-
Jerred to in section 102(e)}20). The competition
shall ensure public involvement, including.a
public hearing and adeguate opportunity Sfor

. public comment. .

“(e) ANNUAL REPORT — |
.*Y(1} IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 31
of each year, the Secretary shall pr prepare, and
‘submit to the President and to the Congress, a
report on Federal initiatives, including the ini-
‘tatives funded under this Act, to improve the
. access of individuals with disabilities to assistive
technology devices and assistive technotogy
services

(2} Covm\ rs.—Such: repcn shau incfude in-
fomlatum on

*“(A) the demonstrated successes of such Fed-
eral initiatives at the Federal and State levels in
wnpravmg interagency caordmauan streamlin-
ing access to funding for assistive technology,
‘and producing beneficial outcomes for users of
assistive technology,

“(Bj the demonstration activities carried out
through the Federal initiatives to—

‘(1) promote access to such funding in public
programs that were in eristence on the date of
the initiation of the demonstration. activities:
and

"‘f1i) establish addit:‘oml options for obtax’ning
such funding;,
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“(C) the education and training activities car-
‘ried out through the Federal initiatives to pro-
mote such access in public programs and the
health. care system and the efforts carried out

through such activities to train professionals in -
" a variety of relevant disciplines, and increase

the competencies of the professionals with re-

‘spect to technology-related assistance;

*(D) the education and training activities car-
ried out through the Federal initiatives to train
individuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized

representatives, individuals who work for public

agencies, or for private entities (including insur-
ers), that have contact with individuals with
disabilities, educators and related services per-
sonnel, technology experts (including engi-

- neers), employers, and other appropriate indi-
- viduals, about technology-related assistance;

“(E) the education and training activities car-
ried out through Federal initiatives to promote .
awareness of available funding in public pro-
grams; ’

“(F) the research activities carried out

.through the Federal initiatives to improve un-
. derstanding of the costs and benefits of access to

assistive technology for individuals with disabil- .
ities who represent a varxety of ages and types
of disabilities;

'“(G) the program outreach activities to rural
and
through the Federal iniliatives;

‘‘(H) the activities carried out through the

Federal initiatives that are targeted to reach .

underrepresented populations and mml popu-
lations, and

(1) the consumer involvement actfvlttes in the
programs carried out under this Act. .

*'{3) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
DEVICES AND ASSISTIVE.TECHNOQLOGY SERVICES.—
As soon as practicable, the Secretary shail in-
clude in the annual report required by this sub-
section information on the availability of
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services. When a national classification
system  for assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services is developed pursu-
ant to section 201, the Secretary shall report
such information in_a manner consistent with
such national classification system.

“(f} INTERAGENCY DISABILITY COORDINATING
COUNCIL—

*(1) CONTENTS. —-On or before October 1 1995
the Interagency Disabitity Coordinating Council
established under section 507 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (28 U.S.O 794c) shall prepare
and submit to the President and to the Congress
a report containing—

“(A) the response of the intemgency Disabil-
ity Coordinating Council to— .

“fi) the pindings of the National Cauncz{ on
Disability resulting from the study entitled

‘Study on the Financing of Assistive Technology

Devices and Services for Individuals with Dis-
abilities’, carried out in accovdance with section
201 of this Act, as in effect on the day before the
date of the enactment of this subsection, and
“(ii) the recommendations of the National
Council on Disability for legislative and admin-
istrative change, resulting from such study, and
‘“(B) information on any other activities of the
Interagency ~Disability Coordinating. Council
that facilitate the accomplishment of section
2(b)(1) with respect to the Federal Government.
*'(2) COMMENTS.—The report shall include any
comments submitted by the National Council on
Disability as to the appropriateness of the re-
sponse described in paragraph (1)(A) and the ef-.
Jectiveness of the activities described in para-

_graph (1)(B) in meéting the needs of individuals

with disabilities for assistive-technology devices
and assistive technology services.

“(9) EFFECT ON OTHER ASSISTANCE.—This title .

may not be construed as authorizing a Federal
or a State agency to reduce medical or other as-
sistance available ot to alter eligibility under
any other Federal law.™ ’

inner-city areas that are carried out-
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SEC. 106. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 106 (29 U.S.C. 2216) is amended to read
as follows:
“SEC. 106, A(H’HORIZA!’ION oF APPROPRZA!?ONS.

‘‘fa) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS:—
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry
out this title $50,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and
such sums as may be necessary for eac!; of the
fiscal years 1995 through 1998.

"‘{b) RESERVATIONS.— ..

*(1) PROVISION OF INF‘ORMATIO\' AND TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—Of ‘the fzmds appropriated

for any fiscal year under subsection (aj), the

Secretary shall reserve at least 2 percent or
£1,500,000, whichever is greater, of such funds,

for the purpose of providing information and’

technical assistance as described in subpara-

"graphs (B) and (C) to States, individuals with’

disabilities and their family members, guard-
ians, advocates, or authorized representatives,
- community-based organizations, ami protection
and advocacy agencies.

“(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO smrss—ln

providing such information and technical assist-
-ance to States, the Secretary shall consider the

input of the directors of consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance, shall provide a clear-
Ainghouse for activities that have been developed
and implemented through programs funded
under this title, and shall provide mforma:wn
and technical assistance that—

(i} facilitate service delivery capacity buxtci-
ing, training of personnel from a variety of dis-

ciplines, and improvement of evaluation strate- '

gies, research, and data collectior,

i1} foster the development and replication of
effective approachkes to information referral,
interagency coordination of training and service
delivery, outreach to underrepresented popu-
lations and rural populations, and public
awareness activities,

‘(iii). improve the awareness and adoption of
successful approaches to increasing the avail-
ability of public and private funding for and ac-
cesy to the provision of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services by appro-
priate State agencies, -

‘(iv) assist in planning, developing imple-
menting, and evaluating appropriate activities
to /urther erlend consumer-responsive com-

prehensive statewide programs of technology-re-

lated assistance,

“(v}) promote effective approaches to the de-
velopment of consumer-controlled systems that
increase access to, funding for and awareness
of, assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services,

‘fvi) provide technical assistance and train-
ing to the entities carrying out activities funded
pursuant to this title, to establish or. partivipate
in electronic communication activities with
other States; and

“fvii) provide any other appropriate informa-
tion and technical assistance to assist the States
in acéomplishing the purposes of this Act

‘“{C) INFORMATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND OTHER
PERSONS.-—The Secvetary shall provide informa-
tion and technical assistance lo individuals

_with disabilities and their family .members,
‘guardians, advocates, or authorized representa-

tives, community-based organizations, and pro-
tection and advocacy agencies, ona nationwide
basis, to—

“f’x) disseminatle information about, and foster
awareness and understanding of, Federal,
State, and local lgws,

tures, that facilitate, and overcome barriers to,
funding for, and access to, assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services, to pro-
mote fuller independence, productivity, and in-
cluszon for individuals with dwab;tmes of .all

ages, :
"(u) identify,. collect, and d:ssemmate infor-

mation, and. provide technical assistance, on ef-
fective systems.change and advocacy activities,

regulations, policies,
practices, procedures, and organizational struc- )
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*‘{iii) improve the understanding and use of

assistive technology funding.decisions. made:as.a

result of policies, practices, and procedures,.or
through regulations, administrative hearings, or:
legal.actions, that enhance access:to funding for
assistive.technology devices and. assistive tech- .
nology services for individuals with disabilities;

‘“{iv} promote effective approaches to Federal-
State coordination of programs for individuals
with disabilities, through information dissemi-
.nation and -technical -assistance activities in re-
sponse to funding policy issues identified on.a
nationwide basis by organizations, and individ-
‘uals,” that mprove funding for or access .to
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services for mdwuiuais with dxsabmt:es
of all ages; and

- (v} promate .effective -approaches to the de-
velopment -of consumer-controlled systems that
{increase -aceess fo, funding for, and awareness
of. assistive technology devices -and assistive
‘technology services, including the identification
and description of mechanisms and means that
successfully  support  self-help .and -peer
mentoring groups for individuals with- dzsabzl«»
ities.

(D) COORDINAT‘ION —The Secretary shall co~
ordinate the information .and technical assist-
ance activities carried .out -under subparagraph
- (B) or (C) with other activities [unded under
this Act,

“(E) GRANTS, CONTRAC’I'S orR COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENTS.—

**(i) IN GENERAL.~The Secretary shall proznde

the technical assistance .and ‘information de-
scribed in subparagraphs (B) and (C) through B

- grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements
with public .or private agencies and orgoniza-
tions, fincluding fnstitutions of higher edu-
cation, with documented erperience, erpertise,
and capacity Lo corry out identified activities
related Lo the provision of such technical assist-
-ance.and information.

“M(i1) ENTITIES WITH EXPERTISE IN ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY SERVICE DELIVERY, INTERAGENCY
COORDINATION, .AND SYSTEMS .CHANGE AND ADVO-
CACY ACTIVITIES.—For the purpose of achieving
‘the objectives.described in paragraph (1)(B), the
Secretary .shall reserve uot less than ¢5 percent
and not more than 55 percent of .the funds re-
.served under subparagraph (A} for each fiscal
year for granis to,.or contracts or cooperative
agreements awith, public .or private agencies or

organizations with documented experience with

and erpertise in assistive technology service de-
Hvery, :interagency coordination, -and systems
change and advocacy activities.

*(iil) ENTITIES WITH EXPERTISE IN Asszsnvz
. TECHNOLOGY ‘SYSTEMS CHANGE AND ADVOCACY
ACTIVITIES, PUBLIC FUNDING OPTIONS, . AND

OTHER SERVICES.—For 'the purpose of achieving .

‘the objectives described in paragraph (1XC), the
Secretary shall reserve not less than 45 -percent
and ‘not-more than 55 percent of ‘the funds ve-
served ‘under subparagraph (A) for each fiscal
.year for grants to, or contracts or cooperative
.agreements with, public -or ‘private -agencies or
organizations with documented erperxence with
-gnd erpertise tr—

(1) assistive tachnnlogy systems .change and
‘advocacy activities. .

(11} public f:mdmg optwns and i

“(1ll} services o increase nationwide the
-avatlability of funding for assistive techno"ogy
devices and assistive technology services.

‘(i) APPLICATION —The Secretary shall. malce :

any grants, .and enter into any .contracts.or co-
operative.agreements, under this. subsection on a
competitive basis. To be eligible to receive funds
under :this subsection on .agency, organization,
or-institution shall submit.an application to the
Secretary at such .time, .in such manuer, and
‘containing such information, .as the Secretary
‘may reguire.

(2} ONSITE VISITS. -—The Secretary - m.ay ‘re-
serve, from amounts appropriated for any, Siscal
year under subsection (a), such sums.as the Sec- -
retary considers to be necessary for the purposes
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o/ conductmg onsite vXS‘LtS asvequzred by sectian
105(a)(2).""
BEC, 107.. REPEMS .
Seéction 107 (20 U.S.C. 221 7) is repealed
© FITLE O—PROGRAMS OF NATIONAL
© SIGNIFICANCE
SEC 201. NATTONAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.
Title 11 (29 'U.S.C. 2231 et seq.)-i3 amended by
repealing part A-and inserting the following:
“Subtitle A—National Classification System
“SEC. 201, CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.
‘(a) SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT FROJECT — :
(1) JN GENERAL—In fiscal year 1995, the Sec-
retary. shall initiate .a system development
project, based on.a plan developed in consulta-
tion and .coordination with other .appropriate
Federal and State agencies, :todevelop .a -na-

tional .classification system for .assistive :tech- -
" nology devices and assistive technology services,

with the goal of obtaining uniform data through

such a system on such .devices and services

across public programs.and iafomtwn and re-
Jerral networks. . )

(2} PROJECT PLAN.—

“{A) REPRESENTATIVES.—In de::efopmg a pkzn
Jor the system :lrelopment project; the Sec-
retary shall consult with, and ‘coordinate activi-
ties with—

*‘(i) representatives .of . Federal’ agencws in-

.cluding agencies that are headed by members of .

the Tnteragency Disability Ceerdinating Council

" .established under section 507 of the Rehabilita-

tion Act of 1973:(29 U.S.C. 794c);.and

“**(ii) us determined by the Secretary, rep-
resentatives of State agencies and other appro-
priate organizations that have responsibility for
or are involved in the development and modi-

Jication of -assistive technology devices, the pro-

vision -of -assistive technology -devices and
assistive ‘technology seruvices, or the dissemina-
tion -of tnformation -about .assistive technology
devices and assistive sechnology services, in-
cluding recipients.of .grants -or -contracts for the
provision of ‘technical assistance to .State
assistive technology -projects wunder section
106(b), ussistive technology weimbursemernt spe-
-ctalists, representatives of the State -assistive
technology projects,-and representatives of orga-
nizutions involved in imfomatzon and referral
.activities.

“(B} ISSUES.—The Secretary -shall conduct
such consultation,-and such coordination.-of ac-
‘ttyities, with respect to-the following: .

(i) The:costs and benefits, on .an agency-by-
agency basis, of obtaining uniform data:through
@ -national classification .system for assistive
technology devices and .assistive technology
gervices across public programs and ‘information
and referral networks.

*‘(if) The tupes .of data ‘that should -be cnl—
lected, including data regarding funding, across
.a ‘range -of -programs, ‘including the programs
listed in subsection (c){2), as appropriate.

“{iii) .A methodology for .develaping . single
taronomy and nomenclature .for :bath .assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
Seryices ‘geross :a range :of programs, éncluding

the programs listed -in subsection (c)(2), as:ap-:

opriate.

o : L
*fiv} The process for developing an .appro-.
priate data collection instrument or instruments.

(v} A -methodology for collecting data across
a. range of programs, including the progrums

- listed in subsection (c}(2),-as -appropriate.

*(vi) The use.of-a national classification sys-
tem by the Internal Revenue Service and State

finance .agencies .to determine whether devices

‘and services .are assistive .lechnology .devices -or
assistive technology services for the purpose-of
determining whaether .a.deductiom or .credit is al-
lowable .under the. .Internal Revenue ‘Code of
1986 .07 State tax low. :

*(3) CONTRACTS. AND .COOPERATIVE AGREE-

{MENTS.—The Secretary may -carry -out .this. sec-.

-tion directly, -or, if necessary, by entering into
.contracts or cooperative. aarem;entx with-appro-
priate entities.
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“(b) SINGLE TAXONOMY. —in conducting :the
system .develapment project. the . Secfetary shall

. .develop.a- national classification system that-in-

«cludes.a single taxonomy .and nomenclature for
assistive technology - devicm -and -assistive. ‘tech-
-nology services. -

{c) DATA Co:,mcnozv INSTRUMENT.—im -con-
ducting the system.development pw;ect sthe Sec-
retary shall develop-a-data: mi!ectufn instrument
to—

‘1) coliect .data regarding 'f:mdmg Jor-
assistive -technology devices and assistive -tech-
nology services; and

“(2) -collect .such -data from xmbl;c ‘programs,
including, at.a minimum— |

“(A) programs:carried out under. QUe d, Vi,.or -
VII of the Rehabilitation Act:of 1973 (25 US.C.
720 et seq., 795 et seq., or 796-et seq. ).

“(B) programs carried out underl part B‘or H
.of ‘the Individuals with Dwmbtlzues Education
Act(20-U.8.C. 1411 et seq.cor 1471 et'seq.y); .

‘iC) programs carried out under title V or
XIX of the Social Security Act: {42 U.S:C. 701 .et
seg.-or 1396 et seq.); - |

“(D) programs. carried aut under the Qider
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.SC. 3301 et seq),
.and
“YE) programs -carried out tmdei' tke .Deuel
.opmental Disabilities Assistance and Bm of
Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6000 et seq.). | - -

*(d) CONSULTATION ~The Secretary shall: con-
«duct the system development project; ‘in-consulta-
tion with the Federal agencies that ‘were oot~

-":sulted in.developing the project plan. -

*(e) REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE CON-
GRESS ON -IMPLEMENTATION «OF -UNIFORM :DATA
COLLECTION SYSTEM.—Not later than duly A1,
1997, the Secretary shall prepare: and submit to -
the President and the appropriaie cmwmttees of
Congress a report containing—

‘(1) the results .of the system devezopment
project;.and

*'(2). the recommendations .of tke Secretury
concerning implementation of a uammal clagsi~
fication system, including uniform dcta collec-
tion.

“n RESERVATION —From the amounts amm}-
priated-under subtitle C for fiscal year 1995, ‘the
Secretary ‘shall -reserve up to 3200000 to :mrry
out this subtitle.” . i
SEC. 200 mm ‘AND DE.MONSMON

- Title 11 {29 U.S.C. 2231 et seq} ‘is amended by
repealing parts B, C, cmd D and :me-rtmg the
Jollowing: |

“Subtitle B—Training and Deror

Projects - .
*SEC. 211. TRAINING. i

“*(a) TECHNOLOGY" TRAINING.— | .

*(1) (GENERAL AUTHORITY.~The ‘ Secretary
#hall make grants to, or.enter {nto contracts.or
cooperative npgreements with, apprapmate Lpublic

S o denes i
itwon

~ or private agencies and- orgamzatzans\ including

institutions of -higher education and commumty-
‘based organizations, for the purposes of—

‘‘{ A) conducting training sessions;

‘(B) developing, demornstrating, «
ing, and evaluating curricula, mzemls and”
‘methods used to train dndividuals regarding the -
provision of technology-related assﬁxtance, to
enhance opportunities for mdepeadenoe ‘pro-
ductivity, and inclusion of indwzduaxs w:th dzs-
abilities;.and

*$C) providing training to deveiop awareness
skills, and competencies of service iproviders,
consumers. and volunteers, who .are located in
rural areas, to increase the availability .of dech-
nology-related .assistance -in :conmuntty—based
settings for rural residents who are: mdmduals
with disabilities.

‘2) ELJGIBLE . ACTIVITIES.: —-Acthties mn-,
ducted -under .grants, contracts, or :mopemtzw
agreements .described .in ‘paragraph {I}M -ad-
dress the training needs of- mdwzamds with dis-
.abilities and their family -members; guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives, indi-
viduals whowork for public agencies, .orfor pri-

inat-

[
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vate entities (including insurers), that have con-
tact-with individuals with disabilities, educators
and related. services. personnel, technology er-
perts (including engineers), employers, and
other appropricte individuals. .

“(3) USES OF FUNDS.—An agency or organiza-
tion that receives a grant or enlers into g con-
tract or. cooperative agreement under paragraph

(1) may use amounts made available througk‘

the grant, contract, or agreement to—
A) pay for a portion of the cost of courses
- of training or study related to technoloay-ﬂ?lﬂt-
ed assistence; and -

“*(B) establish and mamtam scholarshxps re-
lated to such courses of training or study, with
such stipends and allowances as the Secretary
may determine to be appropriate.

*'(4) APPLICATION.—

*(A) IN GENERAL—To be ef:gible to reCewe a
grant or enter into a contract or cooperative
agreement under paragraph (1), an agency or

 organization shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and
containing such informatxon as the Secretary
may require.

*'(B) STRATEGIES.—At a mxmmum. any such

_application shall include a detailed description
of the strategies that the agency or organization
will use to reéruit and train persons to provide
technology-related assistance, in order to— -~

(i) increase the extent to which such persons
reflect the diverse populations of the United
States; and

“(i) increase the number of individuals with
disabilities, and individuals wko are members of
minority groups, who are available to promde
such assistance.

““(5) PRIORITIES ‘

‘“{A) IN GENERAL. —-Begmnmg in fiscal year
1994, the Secretary shall—

“(i) establish priorities for activities carried
-out with assistance under this subsection;-

*'(ii) publish such priorities in the’ Federal
Register for the purpose of recewmg publ:c com-
ment; and .

*'(iii) publish such priorities in the Federal
Register in final form not later than the date on
which the Secretary publishes announcements
for assistance provided under this subsection.

“f B) EXPLANATION OF DETERMINATION OF PRI-
ORITIES —Concurrent with the publications re-
quired by subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall
publish in the Federal Register an erplanation
of the manner in whtch the prwnnes were deter-
mined.

““(b) TECHNOLOGY CAREERS.— -

*(1) IN GENERAL.—

‘“(A) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall make

grants to assist public or private agencies and ’

organizations, including institutions of higher
_education, to preprre students and faculty
working in specific fields for careers relating to
the provision of assistive technology demces and
assistive technology services.

“(B) FIELDS.—The specific /teids desmbed in

. subparagraph (4) may irw:ude—- .

*‘(i} engineering;

(i) industrial technology.

“Yii) computer science;

“‘(iv) communication disorders;

*tv) special education and related servzces. .

‘“‘(vi) rehabilitation; and -

“(vii) social work,

*'(2) PRIORITY. —In agwarding grants under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give priority
to the interdisciplinary preparation of personnel
who provide or who will provide technical as-
sistance, who administer programs, or who pre-
pare other pérsonnel, in order to—

““{A) support the development and implemen-
tation of consumer-responsive * comprehensive
statewide programs of technology-related assist-
ance to individuals with disabilities; and .

‘(B) enhance the skills and competencies of
individuals involved in the provision of tech-
nilogy-related assistance, including assistive
irchnology devices and assistive technology
ssrvices, to individuals with disabilities. .

*(3) USES OF FUNDS.—AnN agency or organizg-
tion that receives a grant under paragraph (1)

‘may use amounts made avazzable through the

grant to-—
(A} pay . Jor a portion oj the cost of courses
of training or. study related to technology-relat-

‘ed assistance; and

‘(B) establish and maintam schoicsrshxps re-
lated to such courses of training or study, with
such stipends and allowances as the Secretary
may determine to be appropriate.

**(4) -APPLICATION.—

. "*(A) IN GENERAL—To be ehgtble to recewe a
grant under this section, an agency or organiza-
tion shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such time, in suck manner, and containing

- such information as the Secretary may require.

‘*(B) STRATEGIES.—At a minimum, any such
application shall include a detailed description
of the strategies that the agency or organization
will use to recruit-and train persons to provide
technology-related assistance, in order to—

**(i) increase the extent to which such persons
reflect: the diverse populat:ons of the United.
States; and
* “(ii) increase the number of individuals with
disabilities, and individuals who are members of
minority_groups, who are available to provide
such assistance.

‘“(c) GRANTS TO HISTORICALLY BLACK COL'
LEGES.—In erercising the -authority granted in
subsections (a) and (b), the Secretary shall re-
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“YB) all activities of the providers will be co- |

serve an adeguate amount for grants to histori-.

cally black colleges and universities and other
institutions of higher education whose minority
student enrollment is at least 50 percent.
“SEC. 218. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

"*The Secretary shall enter into an agreement
with an organization whose primary function is

to promote technology transfer from, and co-
operation among, Federal laboratories (as de--

fined in section 4(6) of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3703(6))), under which funds shall be provided

to promote technology transfer that will spur-

the development of assistive technology devices.
“SEC. 213. DEVICE AND EQUIPMENT REDISTRIBU-

TION INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND
. RECYCLING CENTERS. .

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make
grants to, oy enter into. contracts or cooperative
agreements with, public agencies, private enti-
ties, or institutions of higher education for the
purpose of developing and estadlishing recyczing
projects.

(b} PROJECT ACTIVITIES—Such recycling
projects may include—

(1) a system for accepting, on an uncondz~
twnac‘ gift basis, assistive technology devices, in-
cluding a process for valuing the devices and
evaluating their use and potential;

*(2) a system for szormg and canng “for such
devices;

“(3) an’ information system (including com- -

puter databases) by which local educational

. agencies, rehabilitation entities, local commu-

nity-based c¢rganizations, independent living
on a periodic-and timely basis, about the avaii-
ability and nature of the devices: currently hezd
and

“(4) a sysm that makes such devices avail-~

able to comsumers and the entities listed in
paragraph (3), and provides for tracking each
device throughout the useful life of the device.

“{¢) MULTIPLE PROVIDERS. —

1) IN GENERAL~—With respect to activities
Junded under this section, an agency, entity, or
institution may utilize a single service provider
or may establish a system of service providers.

(2} ASSURANCES.—If an agency, entity, or in-
stitution : uses multiple providers. the agency,
entity, or institution shall assure that—

“{A) all consumers within a State will receive
equal access to services, vegardless of the geo-
graphic location or socioeconomic status of the
consumers; and

-centers, and other entities, would be informed, -
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ordinated and monitored by the ‘agency, entity,
or institution. .

‘“4d) OTHER LAWS. —Nathing in this section
shall affect the provision of services or devices
pursuant to title I of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 (28 U.8.C. 720 et seq.) or part B of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1411 et seq.)..

“fe) EXISTING PROGRAMS.—Public agencies,

private entities, or institutions of higher edu- |

cation that have established recycling programs
prior to receiving assistance under this section

may use funds made available under this section

to ertend and . strengthen such programs

through grants, contracts, or. agreements under

this section.

“SEC. 214. BUSINESS OPPORNNITIES FOR INDI.
VIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.

“The Secretary may make grants to individ-
uals with disabilities to enable the individuals
to establish or operate commercial or other en-
terprises that develop or market assistive tech-
nology devices or assistive technology services.

& “SRC. 218, PRODUCTS OF UNIVERSAL DESIGN.

*“The Secretary may make grants to commer-
cial or other enterprises and institutions of
higher-education for the research and develop-
ment of products of universal design. In award-
ing such grants, the Secretary shall give pref-

‘grence to enterprises that are owned or aperated

by individuals with disabilities.
“SEC. 216, GOVERNING STANDARDS FOR ACTIVI-
TIES. .

“"Persons and entities that carry out activities
pursuant to thiy subtitie shall—

‘“(1) be held to the same consumer-responsive
standards.as the persons and entities canyxng
out programs under title I;

**(2) make available to individuals with dis-
abilities and their fomily members, guardzans
advocates, and guthorized representatives infor-
mation concerning technology-related assistance
in a form that will allow such individuals with
disabilities to effectively use such information;

*“(3) in preparing such information for dis-
semindtion, consider the medig-related needs of
individuals with disabilities who have sensory
and cognitive limitations and consider the use of
auditory materigls, including audio cassettes,
visual materials, including video cassettes and
video discs, and braille materials, and

“(4) coordinate their efforts with
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance for in-
dividuals with disabilities in any State in which
the activities are carried out. -

“Subtitle C—Authorization of Appmpnatwm

“SEC. 221. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

. “There are authorized to be appropriated to

the -

carry out this title $16,000,000 for fiscal year -

1994, and such sums as may be necessary for
each of the fiscal years 1995 throtgh 1998.".
TITLE III—-ALTERNATIVE FINANCING
* . . MECHANISMS
SEC. 301. ALTERNATIVE FINANCING MECHANIM
-~ AUTHORIZED. .
The Act (29 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amended by

- adding at the end the following:

“TITLE III--ALTERNATIVE FINANCING
. MECHANISMS :
“SEC. 301. GENERAL AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE AL-
TERNATIVE  FINANCING MECHA-
NISMS.
‘“(a} IN.GEXERAL.—The Secretary shall award

the cost of the establishment and administration
of, or the erpansion agnd administration of, gl-

. ternative financing mechanisms (referred to in-

dividually in this title as an ‘alternative financ-
ing mechanism’) to allow individuals with dis-

abilities and their family members, guardians, .

and authorized representatives lo purchase
assistive technofogy devices and assistive. tech-
nology services. :

©*4b) MECHANISMS —The altemative fi mmcing
mechanisms may include— | .

- grants to States to pay for the Federal share of -
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(1) a low-interest loan fund; ..

(2} a revolving fund; .

**(3) a loan insurance program;

'‘(4) & partnership with private entities for the
_purchase, lease, or other acquisition of assistive
- technology devices or the provision of assistive

technology services; and

*(5) other alternative financing mechanisms
that meet the requirements of this Act and are
approved by the Secretary.

*{c} CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed as affecting the authority of
a State to establish alternative financing mecha-
nisms under title I,

“SEC. 302, APPLICATIONS AND PROCEDURES.

‘““(a) ELIGIBILITY.~States that receive or have
received grants under section 102 or 103 shall be
eligible to compete for grants under section 301,
. *(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
make grants under section 30! under such con-
ditions as the Secretary shall, by regulation, de-
termine, except that—

“(1) a State may receive only 1 grant under
section 301 and may only fecene such a grant
Jor 1 year under this title;

*(2) a State thatdesires to recewe a grant
under section 301 shall submit a3} application to
the Secretary, at such time and in such manner
as the Secretary may require, containing——

*“C4) an assurance that the State will provide
at least 50 percent of the cost described in gec-
tion- 30I{a), as set forth in section 304, for the
purpose of supporting the aiternative financing
mechanisms that are covered by the grant;

‘{B) an assurance that an alternative fingnc-
ing mechanism will conlinue on a permanent
basis; and
CCla descnptwn of the degree to which the
alternative financing mechanisms to be funded
under section 301 will expand and emphasize
consumer choice and control;’

“(3) a State that receives a grant under sec-
tion 301~ R

“(A) shall enter into a contract, with a com-
munity-based organization (or a consortia of
such organizations) that has individuals with
disabilities involved at all organizational levels,
for the administration of the alternative financ-
ing mechanisms that are supported under sec-
tion 301, and

*“(B) shall require that such communmnity- based
organization enter into a contract, for the pur-
pose of expanding opportunities under section
301 and facilitating the administration of the al-
ternative financing mechanisms, with—

‘(i) commercial lending mstztutwns or organi-
zations; or

**(ii) State financing agencies; and

''(¢) a contract beiween a State that receives
a grant under section 30! and a community-
based orpanization described in paragraph (3)}—

“(A) shall include a provision regarding the
administration of the Federal and the non-Fed-
eral shares in a manner canszstent with the pro-
visions of this title; and

‘“(B) shall include any promsma required by
the Secretary dealing with oversight and eval-
uation as may be necessary to protect the finan-
cial interests of the United States.

“SEC. 303. GRANT ADMINISTRATION REQUIRR.
MENTS., . .

‘'A State that receives a grant under section
301, together with any community-based organi-
zation that enters into g contract with the State
to administer an alternative financing mecha-
nism that is supported under section 30!, shall
develop and submit to the Secretary, pursuant
to a timeline that the Secretary may establish
or, if the Secretary does not establish o timeline,
within the 12-month period beginning on' the
date that the State receives the grant, the fol-
lowing policies or procedures for admmzstratwn
of the mechanism:

‘(1) A procedure to review and mocess ina
timely fashion reguests for financial assistance
for both immediate and potential technology
needs, including consideration of methods to re-
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302. Such amended application shall contain an -

duce paperwork and duplication of effort, par-
ticularly relating.to need, eligibility, and deter-
mination of the specific device or service to be
provided.

“(2) A policy and procedure to assure that ac-
cess. to the alternative financing mechanism
shall be given to consumers regardless of type of

disability, age, location of residence in the

State, or.type of assistive technology device or
assistive technology service requested and shall
be made available t» applicants af all income
levels.

“{3) A procedure to assure consumer-Con-
trolied oversight.

“§EC. 304, FINANCIAL REQUZRW‘S,

‘“ta) FEDERAL SHARE.-The Federal skm'e of
the costs described in section 301(a) shall be not
more than 50 percent.

“{b) REQUIREMENTS.—A State that desirex to
receive a grant under section 301 shall include
in the application submitted under section 302
assurances that the State will meet the follow-
ing requirements regarding funds supporting an
glternative funding mechanism assisted zmder
section 301:

(1) The State shall make available the /unds
necessary to provide the non-Federal share of
the costs described in section 30I(a), in cash

Jrom State, local, or private sources.

*(2) Funds that support an altemstive fi-
nancing mechanism assisted under section 301

*'(A) shall be used to supplement and not sup-
plant other Federal, State, and local public
Junds erpended to provide pabl:c Junding op-
tions; and

“(B).may only be distributed through the en-
tity carrying out the alternative financing
mechanism as a payer of last resort for assist-
ance that is not available in a reasonable or
timely fashion from any other Federal, State, or
local source.

*¢3) All funds that support an altematwe fi-
nancing mechanism assisted under section 301,
including funds repaid during the life of the
mechanism, shall be placed in a permanent sep-
arate account and identified and accounted for
separately from any other fund. Funds within
this account may be invested in low-risk securi-
ties in which a regulated insurance company
may invest under the law of the State for which
the grant is provided and shall be administered
with the same judgment and care that a person
of prudence, discretion, and intelligence would
ezercise in the management of the fmancxal af-
fairs of such person.

“(4) Funds comprised of the principal and in-
terest from an account described in paragraph
(3) shall be available to support an alternative
financing mechanism assisted under section 301.
Any interest or investment income that accrues
on such funds after such funds have been
placed under the control of the entity admin-
istering the mechanism, but before such funds
are distributed. for purposes of supporting the

- “mechanism, shall be the property of the entity

administering the mechanism and shall not be
taken into account by any officer or employee of
the Federal Government for any purpose.

“SEC, 305. AMOUNT OF GRANTS.

“{a) AMOUNT.—

*¢1) IN GENERAL.—E1xcept a3 provided in para-
graph (2), a grant under section 301 shall be for
an amount that is not more than $500,000.

“(2) INCREASES—Such a grant may be in-
creased by any additional f.mds made available.
under subsection (b).

“(b) EXCESS FUNDS~—If funds apprcpﬂated
under section 308 for a fiscal year erceed the
amount necessary to fund the activities de-
scribed in  acceptable applications submitted
under section 302 for such year, the Secretary
shall make such ercess amount available, on a
competitive ' basis, to States receiving' grants
under section 301 for such year. A State that de-
sires to receive additional funds under this sub-
section shail amend and resubmit- to the Sec-
retary the application submitted under section

: undef section 306.""
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assurance that the State will promde an addi-
tional amount for the purpose of supporting the
alternative financing mechanisms covered by
the grant that is not less than the amo:mt of.
any additional funds paid to the Smte by the
Secretary under this subsection.

(¢} INSUFFICIENT FUNDS—If funds appro-
priated under section 308 for a fiscal year are
not sufficient to fund each of the activities de-
scribed in the acceptable applications
year, a State whose application was|approved
as acceptable for such year but that did not re-
celve a grant under section 301, may update
such application for the succeeding fiscal year.
Priority shall be given in such mceedmg Jiscal
year to such updated applications, if acceptaé:e.
“SEC. 308. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. |

“(a) IN GENERAL~The Secretary shall pro-
vide information and technical assistance to
States under this title, and the information and
technical assistance shall include— T

“(1} assisting States in the preparation of ap-
plications for grants under section 301;| -

(2} assisting States that receive such grants
in developing and implementing alternative fi-
nancing mechanisms; and

“(3) providing any other m[ormatzon and
technical assistance to assist States in accom-
plishing the objectives of this title.

*{b) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND AGREEMENTS —

The Secretary shall provide the fn/omauon and
technical assistance described in subsection (a).
through grants, contracts, or coapem:ive agree-
ments with public or private agencies and orga-
nizations, including institutions of hsgher edu-
cation, with documented erperience, erpertise,
and capacity to assist States in the development
and implementation of the alternative financing
mechanisms described in section 301. .
*SEC. 307. ANNUAL REPORT. . i ’

*{a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 31
of each year, the Secretary shall submit a report-

to the Congress stating whether each State pro-
gram to provide alternative financing mecha-
nisms that was supported under section! 301 dur-
ing the year is making significant pmgress “in
achieving the objectives of this title.

*(b) CONTENTS.—The report skall mclude in- i

formation on—

*(1) the number of applications for grants
under section 301 that were received byfthe Sec-
retary;

“(2) the number of grants made mzd the ~

amounts of such grants;

*(3) the ratio of the amount of funds provided
by each State for a State program to provide al-
ternative financing mechanisms to the| amount
of Federal funds provided for such program;” -

*“(4) the type of program to provide alternative
financing mechanisms that was adopted in eachk
State and the community-based organizatwn {or
consortia of such organizations) with which
each State has entered into a contract; and

‘(5) the amount of assistance givenlto‘con—
sumers (who shall be classified by age,| type of
disability, type of assistive technology device or
assistive technology service received, geogmphtc
distribution within the  State, gender and
whether the consumers are part ;of an
underrepresented population or a rural popu-
lation). |

“SEC. 308 AUTHOR!’ZATTON oF APPROPRIATIONS.

*“fa) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be
appropriated to carry outi this title $8, wo 000 for
fiscal year 1984, and such sums as may lbe nec-
essary jor each of the fiscal years 1995 through
1998, : -
©th) AVAILABILITY (N SUCCEEDING | FISCAL
YEAR.—Amounts appropriated under subsection
(a) shall remain available for obfxgatwn| for the
fiscal year immediately following the fiscal year

_for which suck amounts were appropfiated

*(¢) RESERVATION.—Of the amounts iappro-
priated under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
reserve $250,000 for the purpose of provzdmg in-
Sformation and tec)mwal assistance to! States

|
|
|
|
|

for such |
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TITLE IV--AMENDMENTS TO OTZH’ER ACTS:

SBC. #01. INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABHJTIES E'DU
CATION ACT,

Section 631(a)(1): of the Individuals with Dn-

abilities. Education Act’ (200 U.S.C. 1431{&)(7}) i

amended—

(1) by striking **, mzd!' at:the emt ofsubwra-
graph.(D}and. :memngza comma;’

(2) by striking the penod.at the end: ofsub»
parograpk (E) and ingerting. ™, and™; and.

€3) by.adting at the erzdfakefoiit)wing:

“¢F): training: in. the use, upplications, and
benefits of assistive technology devices and

assistive technology.services (as defined. in para~-

graphs: (2)' ard (3) of sectiomr 3 of the Tech-

" nology-Related Assistanve for Individualy With-

Disabilities. Act of 1988:(23 U.8.C. 2202' (2) and
@y
SEC. s02. mmmﬂoxm OF.1973.

fa). NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY AND

'REHABILITATION RESEARCH.—Section.202(4)(8).of .

‘the Rehabdilitation Act. of 1873 (29 U.SC.
761a(b)(8)). i amended: by striking “'characteris-
tics of indtviduals with disobilities’ and. insert<
ing “characteristics of individuals with: disadil-

ities; including information on.individuals with:

disabilities who live in rural or inner-cily set-

Hings, with. particular attention gwen to. under-
served populations,™.

(b) TRAINING —Section. 302(b)(IXB)- o}’ the Re-

© habilitation Act of 1973 (2% U.S.C.

771abMIXB)); as added by section 302(b) of

Public: Law .102-568 (106 Stat. 4412), is
amended—

€1) by siriking **; and"” at the end of clause (id)
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) by striking the pertod.at the end of clause
(itt).and tmserting :**

s and’’; and:

£3) by adding at. the end the follawing:

“(iv) projects to train personnel in the use,
applications; and benefits. of assistive tech-
nology. devices and assistive technology services
(as defined in paragraphs (2)-and-(3} of section.
3 of the Technology-Related Assistance for Indi-
viduals. With Disabilities Act of 1888 (29 U.S C.
2202 (2y.and:(3)))."".

SEC, 403, AD)[WISI’RATIVB REQUD!B&&RNTS
UNDER THE HEAD START ACT.

‘Section 644(f) of the-Heod Start Act. (42 U.s.C.
§835(1)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)

(A} by inserling *', or. to.request. appmval of
the purchase (after December 31, 1986) of facili-

-~ ties,"* after *‘to purchase facilities”'; and .

(B) by adding at the end the following: “The.
Sécretary shall suspend any proceedings pend-
ing, against. any Head. Start. agency to- claim
costs.incurred in purchasing such facilities until.
the agency. has been.afforded an opportunity.to
apply. for approval of the purchase and the Sec-
retary-has determined whether the purchase will
be approved. The Secretary shall not be required.
to repay claims previously satisfied by  Head.
Start agencies for-costs.incurred in the purchase
of such facilities.""; and. -

- @)in.paragraph. (2}-—

(A) in.subparagraph {A). by msettmg “‘or that
was previously purchased'' before the semicolon;.

(B) in.subparagraph (C)—

i) by msertmg *“, or the previous purchase
has. reswlted,”* after “purchase wiil result' in
clause (i) and

(ii} in claise {u)—-

(1) by inserting ", or- would have pmented "
after *will prevent and -

{11} by striking * and" at the end; :

(C) by redesignating subparagraph {D) as sud-
paragraph (E); and

(D} by inserting after s'ubparagmph (C). the
following:

*tD) in.the case of a request regarding -a pre-
vicusty. purchased facility, information. dem~
onstrating that' the facility. will be. used. prin-
cipally. as a Head Start center, or a. direct sup-
port.facility for a Head Start program; and"".
SEC, 404. rzcmmm AND CONFORMING AMEND-.

a) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY: DEVICE.—Section
7(23) of the Relabilitation Act of 1973-(2% US.C.
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706(23)), as added by - section: 102¢n) of. Public
Law 102-569 (106 Stat. 4350), is.amended—- -
’g) by stn‘king "3(1)"" and: inserting *3(2)'"
a
{2): by strxlcing
0221, .
(8) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SERVICE.—Section
7(24) of. the Rehabilitution Act.of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
706(24)); ax added by section 102(n) of Pubhc
Law 102-569 (106 Stat: 4350), is aomended—
(1) by striking “'3(2)"" and inserting "3(3)”.

“2202(1)" and inserting

and -

(2> by striking- “2202(2)". and inserting
‘“2202(3)". K .

- TITLEV—EFFECTIVE DATE

SEC. 391 EFFECTIVE DATE.

{a) IN GENERAL.—Ercept us otherwise specini-
cally provided. in this Act, thiz Act and the
amendments-made by this Act shull take effect
on the date-of the encctment of this Act.

(b): COMPLIANCE.~Each ' State receiving a
grant under the Technology-Related Assistance
for Individuals “With = Disabilities Act of 1988
shall comply with the emendments made by tkw
Act—

1) as soon-as practicabie after the date of the ‘

enactment of this Act, consistent with the-effec-
tive: and efficient administration of the Tech-
nology-Related- Assistance for Individuals With-
Disabilities Act of 1988; but

(2) not-later thon—

(4) the next date on wmch the State receives
an auard through o grant. under section 102 or
0¥ of. such-Act: ar - \ .

{B) October 1, 1994;
whichever iz sogner. ..

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President I rise
taday in strong support of the bill, HLR.
2339, -the. Technology-Related Assist-
ance for Individuals With Disabilities
Act Amendments of 1994, as modified
by 8. 1283, and as further modified
through negotiations = between the
House and. the Senate, hereinafter re-
ferred-to.as ““the bill’’.

L am:proud to have sponsored S. 1283,
the companion: bill' to H.R, 2339, along
with Senator DURENBERGER and others.
I want to especially thank Senator
DURENBERGER for his excellent leader-
ship during the reauthorization proc-
ess, He has worked long and hard on
this- bill and deserves credit for his
commitment to enhancing opportuni-
ties for people with disabilities. -

I also:want to-thank the chairman of
the Cormmittee on Labor and Human-
Resources, Senator KENNEDY, and the
ranking minority member, Senator
KassEBAUM, for their leadership and
guidance in.crafting this legislation.

In addition, I want to thank our col-
leagues. from: the other body, particu-
larly Representatives OWENS,
BALLENGER, Fomrp, and GOepLING for
their dedication and hard work in

crafting the bill and in reaching the -

final -agreement contamed
amended bill, : .
Finally; I want. to. pay tribute to.the
staff members who contributed to this
legislation, including Bob Silverstein,
Linda: Hinton, and Andy Imparato of
my staff; Susan Heegaard of Senator
DURENBERGER’s staff; and Wendy
Cramer of Senator KASSEBAUM's staff.
In reaching this final bill, we re-
ceived.constructive advice from the ad-
wministration and from many organiza-
tions;, groups, and individuals. In par-

in the

_ticular, I want to-express my gratitude

" retary for Special Education and Reha- |

|
|
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to. Judy Heumann, the Assistant Sec-

bilitative Services and her dedicated |
staff, and the Consortium for szena
with Disabilities.

- Agm i8 always the case when the: two:
Houses of Congress pass- companion
bills, the' Senate version was not en-
acted in its entirety. However, I am-
pleased that the final bill contains all.
of the Senate provisions necessary to |
achieve the goals set out by the Sub-
committee on. Disability Policy for re- |
authorizing the Technology-Related

Assistance for Individuals With Dis-

-abilities Act of 1988,

Briefly, I would like to summarize
some of the important provisions in
the final bill. I also ask unanimous
consent to include correspondence be-
tween the House and the Senate re-
garding the sunset provision.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without ob;ection, it. is- s0 or-
dered. : .

(See exhibit L) . o -

INTRODUCTION .

Mr. HARKIN. In 1988, Congress passed
the Technology-Related Assistance for
Individuals with. Digsabilities Act, Pub-
lic Law 100407, a law authorizing a
competitive grant program to the
States to_enable States to designate
lead agencies to coordinate activities
designed to facilitate access to, provi-
sion of, and funding for, assistive tech-

nology devices and services for mdivid-
uals with disabilities.
For all people, technology can pro-

vide important tools for making the |

performance of tasks quicker and easi-
er. However, for some individuals with
disabilities, technology is necessary. to-
enable thenr to have greater eontrol
over their lives and participate fully in-
activities in their home, school, and
work environments, and in their com-
maunities.

An assistive. technology device is.de-

.fined in the law to.he “any item, piece
or product system, -

of equipment,
whether acquired: commercially off the
shelf, modified, or customized, that is
used’ to increase, maintain, or improre
functional capabilities of lndividuals
with disabilities.” . .

HERE. 2339, The Technology»ﬁelated
Assistance for Individuals with Disabil-
ities Act Amendments of 1994, as modi-
fied by S. 1283 and as. further modified
through negotiations between the
House and the Senate, hereinafter re-
ferred to as ‘*‘the Dbill”, reauthorizes
this competitive program.for.5 years

and requires. States to emphasize ac- .

tivities that are likely to produce per-

manent systems change so that the.

progress made with grant funds will‘

continue after those funds sunset..

MAJOR CHANGES TO TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION
* PERIOD AND ‘SUNEET .

The bill reauthortzes the Technology-
Related Assistance for Individuals with
Disabilities Act for another 5 years. Al-
though this bill reauthorizes- the pro-
gram for & years, 1t also clarifies that
no State may receive funding under
title I for more than 10-years im total..



http:years,.tt
http:Impa.ra.to
http:F1naJ.ly
http:deserv.es
http:necessa.ry
http:individu.a.ls
http:fac1l1ta.te
http:Ind1V1du.a.ls
http:the.purc/uJ.se
http:topurr::hn.se

»

February 11, 1994

To underscore this point, correspond-
ence has been included in the RECORD
between the chair and ranking mem-
bers of the subcommittees with juris-

diction'in the House and Senate which .

clarifies that no State shall receive
funding under title I of this act for
more than 10 years.

Under title I, each State is eligible to
compete for omne- 3-year development’

grant; one 2-year extension grant—first

. extension grant; and one 5-year exten- -

sion grant—second extension grant.
During a State’'s second extension

grant, Federal funds will be reduced to-

75 percent of the grant amount in the
fourth year and 50. percent in the fifth
year, after which time Federal funding
ceases. During its maximum period of
10 years of Federal funding, each State
is expected to enable the program to
..continue on a permanent basis when
Federal funding is terminated. -
PRIORITY AREA ACTIVITIES

Sta.t;es receiving title I grants to-de-
velop and implement a consumer re-
sponsive comprehensive program of
technology-related assistance will be
expected to perform six specified prior-
ity systems change and advocacy ac-

tivities, unless they make a showing.

that they are making significant
progress in these areas and that other
activities would be more likely to ac-
complish the purposes of the act. The

act sets forth. a range of permitted ac- -

tivities in addition to the priorlty ac-
tivities.
PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SERVICES

Protection and advocacy services
shall be provided by each State in one
of two ways. A State either may pro-
vide funds directly to a specific protec-
tion and advocacy system in that
State, or a State may request that the
Secretary of Education -annually re-
serve, from the funds made available to
the State under title I, an amount of

" funds to provide to the protection and

advocacy system in that State. There
is also a grandfather provision that en-
ables States who otherwise were pro-
viding protection and advocacy serv-

ices as of June 30, 1993, to continue to-

do so. In any case, tlie protection and
-advocacy entity is required to coordi-
nate activities with the technology
program activities in the State.

The minimum amount that a State,
or the Secretary of £ducation on behalf
of a State, must spend on protection

and advocacy services shall be deter-

mined by the Secretary of Education,
based on the size of the State’s title 1
grant, the needs of individuals with
disabllities within the State, the popu-
lation of the State, and the geographic
size of the State. Such minimum
amount shall be -not less than $40,000
and not more than- $100,000. This
amount will be reduced to 75 percent
and 50 percent during the fourth and
fifth years of a State’s second exten-
gion grant, with no Federal funds avail-
able for protection and advocacy serv-
ices under title I after the fifth year of
the second extension grant.

-nancing mechanisms . through
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The protection and advocacy service
provider in each State also is subject
to redesignation if significant progress
is not made in providing such services
to individuals with disabilities in the
State.

. CORRECTIVE ACTION PLANS

The bill includes an explicit prodess,

for a State to follow if it becomes sub-
ject to & corrective action plan, which
would occur if the State does not make
significant progress in developing a

consumer responsive comprehensive .

statewide program of technology-
releated assistance. The process in-
volves the development of a plan, the
appointment of a monitoring panel to

ensure that the plan is followed, and a-

recommendation from the monitoring
panel to the Secretary of Education re-
garding whether the State lead agency

“should be redesignated. The Governor.

retains the responsibility for making
any such redesignation, if the Sec-
retary concurs with the recommenda-
tion of the monitoring panel.
: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The Secretary of Education must.
provide information and technical as--

sistance to participating States, as
well as to individuals with disabilities
directly. This provision requires the
Secretary to meet the information and
technical assistance needs not. just of
the State grantees, but also of individ-

‘nals with disabilities and others wit;hin

the States.
‘ AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

The sum of $50 million is authorized
to carry out title I in fiscal year 194,
and such sums thereafter through fis-

cal year 1998. Two percent of funds ap-

propriated, or $1.5 million, whichever is
greater, shall be reserved by the Sec-

retary of Education for the purpose of
providing information and technical

assistance
' MAJOR CHANGES TO 'I'ITLE o
The Secretary of Education must de-
velop a national classification system

for assistive technology devices and -

services, This will be used to determine
whether devices are eligible for tax de-
ductions or crediss. and for other pur-
poses, -

Title II projects include grants for
training, technology transfer, recy-
cling demonstration projects, business
opportunities for individuals with dis-
abilities, and developing - projects of
universal design.

The sum of $10 million is a.uthorized
to carry out title II in fiscal year 1954,

.and such sums thereafter through fis-

cal year 1998. And $200,000 of funds ap-
propriated in fiscal year 1995 shall be
réserved by the Secretary of Education
for the purpose of developing the na-
tional classification system  for
agsistive technology devices and serv-
ices. .
" MAJOR CHANGES 'O TITLE INf

* The Secretary of Education shall
award one-time matching grants of not
more than $500,000 to States for the
purpose of establishing alternative fi-
which

|
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consumers can obtain funds to pur-
chase assistive technology devices and .
services.

The sum of $8 million is authorized”
to carry out title III in fiscal year 1994,
and such sums thereafter through fis-
cal year 1998. $225,000 of such |funds
shall be reserved for the purpose of pro-
viding States with lnformation and ”
technical assistance under this title.

EXHIBIT 1

" HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
CoMM E ON EDUCATION AND LABOR,
Washington, DC, February 4 11994
Hon. Tom HARRIN,
Chairman, Subcommittee on Disability ~Palwy.
Senate Labor and Human Resources Com-

" mittee, Hart Senate Office Building, Wash-

ington, DC.
" DEAR MR.. CHAIRMAN: We are writing to

"clarify Congressional intent in H.R. 2339 with

regard to the sunset provision as it relates to

& flve year reauthorization for thel Tech-

nology Related Assistance Act for Inr"vid-
uals with Disabilities. ]

It is our intent that St;at.es receiving
grants under Title 1 of the Technology-Re-
lated Assistance Act for Individuals with
Disabilities will receive grants under this
title for not more than a total of 10 years In-
cluded in that 10 years are: one three~yea.r
development grant, one 2-year exbans!cn of
that development grant-if the State dem-
onstrates to the Secretary of Education that
they have made significant progress in devel-
oping and implementing a consumer-xl'espon-
sive, comprehensive, statewide program of
technology-related assistance, and one's year
second extension grant based on thel above
requirement. In year four and five, a phase-

.out of the second extension grant will oceur

with a State receliving 75% of thelq grant

award in year four and 50% of t.heiri grant

award In year flve. After the fifth and final
year of the second extension grant, no State
will receive any Federal funds under Tme I
of this Act. |

While we understand your concerns that
the length of the authorization for th.‘ls Act
should be flve years for purposes of over-
sight, it is our intent that no State ahould
receive Federal assistance under T‘me I of
this Act, the State grant program, ror more
than ten years. As you may recall, in 1988
when this program was created, the orig'inal
Congressional intent was to provide Federal
seed money to States to help them develop

and implement consumer-responsive, com-
prehensive atatewlde' programs: of | tech-

.nology-related assistance. We do not believe

that the Congress intended for this pt:ogram
to become & permanent Federal grant pro-
gram and it is for that reason that we
strongly support this sunset provision. |
We hope that this is your underst,anding of
the sunset and five-year reauthorlzation pro-
visions of H.R. 2339 80 that we can ensure
this policy is clearly explained during the '
House and Senate floor debate when t;his bill
is considered. We appreciate your copsider—
ation of this issue and )ook forward to hear-
ing your views, .
Sincerely. i
MAJOR OWENS,
Member of Congress.
CASS BALLENGER
Member of Congress.
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COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND
HUMAN RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, February 7, 1994

Hon. MAJOR OWENS,

Hon..CASS BALLENGER, :

Subcommittee. on Seclect. Education cmd Ciuu
Rights, Committee on. Education and Labor,
Rayburn. House Office Buﬂdfng', Washing-

- tom, DC

Dean: MRr. OWERS. AND: MR BALLENGER: Wa:
aren receipt of your February 4, 1994:letters
seeking a.clarification of congressional in-

tent in H.R. 2339 with regard. to the sunset
provision as it relates to.a. flve year reau-
thorization for the Technology-Related As-
sistance for Individuals with Disa.bilitias
Act.

We fully concur with your understa.ndmg
of the policy in.the bill regarding the abave
referenced provisions.. T

Sincerely,
. ToM H.mxm
Chair, Subcommitlee
on Disability Policy.
DAVID DURENBERGER;.
Ranking, Subcommit-
tee om Disability:
Policy. )

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, I

move that the Senate concur 1n the
House amendment..

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. MITCHELI. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the-action by which
the motion was agreed to..

Mr. DOLE. I move:to-1ay: that motion.

on the table..
The motion. to la.y on. t.he table was

'agr-eed to.

| e e~

ORDER OF PROCEDURE.

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, my

understanding s that. there is now to
be a period for morning business. We.
are awaiting clearance on- one final
matter regarding the. Federal employ-

ees-mnanagement legislation. Therefore,

I will be pleased to yield the floor at
this-time..

T understand the Republican leader

has a statement. And then when we . get
clearance-on that matter, which I hope:
to be shortly; we will proceed to that.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pora. Under the previous order, thera
~ will now be a period for the transaction
of morning. business with Senators per-
mitted: to.speak therein for not to ex-
ceed 10 minutes.each, :

The Republiea;n leader is recogmzed

ACQUI’I‘TAL OF SENA:TOR KAY
- BAILEY HUTCHISON

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, I rise
today to report some great news for

the Senate which should be welcomed

universally on both sides of the aisle.

Our colleagne from Texas, KAY BAILEY:

HUTCEISON, was acquitted today of
charges brought against. her in a court
in Fort Worth. This is great news for
Kay and her husband Ray, great news
for the people of Texas, a.nd great news
for the Senate.

My view has always been that the
charges brought .agalnst Senator

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

HUTCHISON were a. politically motivated

attempt at character assassination. -

The real crime here was letting fair-

ness take a back seat to politics. Polit- .

ical show trials have no place in Texas,
and no place in America, Today’s ac-
quittal confirms what we hz.ve been
saying all along: :

And hopefully this verdict today will

‘set & valuable example—it is time to

stop politically motivated legal harass-
ment of public officials, whether they
are’Democrat or Republican: If a legiti-
mate cage can be made, that is one

-thing. But, a5 today’s verdict indicates,
 these things can get out of hand. When-

the facts are not there to support a le-
glitimate prosecution-—-no
whether you are a Democrat or a Re-
publican—it is nothing more than a po-

litically motivated witeh hunt. That is .

a shame, and it has to stop. -
T'hope that is one thing that' comes
out of this effort by-this district attor-

‘ney, who unsuccessfully a couple of

times started. a. trla.l and today fina.lly
gave up.

I had the opportuniw of speaking
with Senator HUTCHISON about an hour
ago. Obviously, she is elated, and

should.be; and feels she has been exon-
erated, as she has, and vindicated,. as

she has.. And: I koow: she loaks.forward
to returning to the Senate when we
come back from the recess.. .

1 know I speak for all' of my cal-
leagues when.I say we look forward to
welcoming back this dedicated and tal-
ented public servant. .

Mr. WARNER addressed the Chair,

. The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
porea. The Senator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I com~
mend our distinguished Republican

“leader. Qur faith in our colleague from
‘Texas-never wavered a. moment.on this
side. of the. aisls. Indeed,. I think that.

sentiment was shared by many on the.
other side of the. aisle. This. woman in
many respects has a. badge of courage

and. firmness: that I wish more of us.
‘had.

Mr.. President I would: like now to be

~ recognized as {f in morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is recognized for up
t0 10 minntes.

THE SITUATTION IN BOSNIA

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President,.

Wednesday evening, I was privileged to
be included in the congressional leader-
ship group that went to.the White
House. to consult with the President of
the United. States . and members. of his.
Cahinet and.other seniar advisers on.a

range of foreign policy. issues, but pri-.

marily those.relating: to Bosnia.

At that meeting, I expressed my con-
cerns. about an expanded use of air
power in.Bosnia. I have done that
many times on this floar, most often in
conjunction with our noted:and experi-
enced colleague, Senator MeCAIN.,

I also expressed my belief that it is
essential, and’I repeat-—it.is essential—
that the Cangress at.the earliest oppar-

matter .
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tunity begin a full and thorough debate
regarding the hext evolution of the
Bosnia policy. We should do that béfore
committing our men and women. of the
Armed. Forces to. what appears to be a

‘traglc and never-ending conflict:

Bosnia, in my judgment, poses one of
the most complex political-diptomatic-
military equations that we have had ta
face in recent time. ’

We have great compassion. for the

suffering of the Bosniam people, suffer-

ing which hag beenr vividly portrayed to
us through vivid televiston coverage.
We- are' moved;’ we are- concerned; we
are compassionate., But we must not
let  our foreign policy be. dictated by
our emotions. We must carefully, pa-
tiently, and thoroughly assess what the
strategic interests of this country are

‘in that part of the-world, and the ex-:
tent to which we are willing to commit .

our Armed. Forces and our tax dollars
to resolve that conflict.

We must try to understand the com- .

plexity of the conflict. There ig. 50 lit-
tle clarity. There are so. few captions.
Yet, we are now faced with a new pol-
iey,.a policy by which we are going to
become more heavily committed mili-
tarily in that conflict. For'some pertod
of time, our naval forces, our atr
forces, and some- small elements of

. othertypes of our military forces have.
been engaged in various noncombat.

misstons in Bosmnia. But now we are on
the. brink of involving ourselves in out-
right combat situations with the use o!‘
air power.

The Congress. 18 now confronted with

& situation with certain parallels to

our experience in Somalia. From the
time the Somalia operation was trans-
ferred to United Nations control in
May 1993, the objectives of United

States policy and the mission of United’

States military forces went through a

_series of evolutions. :
Few in C_ongress expressed our views

as we. went from one evolution. to the
next. I have gone back and read the
RECORD on this issne. One or two Mem-
bers addressed this body, but we.as a.

‘body really did not glve that serious.

situation the attention it.deserved, nor
did we go on record with a vote and ex-

- press ourselves with clarity, prior to

the tragic events of October 34 {n.So-
malia.

The COngress followed the proper
course prior to the. Persia.n Gulf con-
fiict. I brought with me today the reso-
lution that was adopted hy this body,

Senate. Joint Resolution 2, where by a.

very narrow margin of but. flve votes,

we expressed with clarity our intention.

to back the President of the United

_States and to give him the discretion

as Commander in Chief to.utillze force
when and if he believed it was nac-
essary. in the. Persian Gulf operation..
Together with our allies, that oper-
ation wag brought to a.successful con-
clusion.

I return, however, to Somalia, Again,
we had a series of policy evelitions,
with very little attention.given hy the
Congress to the charges.. And then, on
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COMMENTS ON LRM #m-1154
NOTE; not all changes from prior draft are in bold

1. Title, "Priority: Home!" is visually and substantively
confusing. Alternatives have been suggested or other ones could
be devised. Some agencies, such as HHS, I believe prefer a title
like "Heading Home" which suggests the direction of our policy
and doesn't focus as much on one element of the solution,
housing. If a change is made, conform on page iv

2. p.2 why are we highlighting the 7 million estimate when that
number is so uncertain, the study on which it is based so recent
and surprising, and the fugure-7,000,000 not even mentioned in
the study?

"

. 0 e

3. p. 3 & 11 "chronic disability refers to homeless persons with

increase of HUD budget rt "nearly 2 billion...." previously 1
billion OMB has altrenative langaugae

4. add something on homeless children. I previously suggested
words along the lines: Another significant segment of America's
homeless citizens are famllles with children.ften overloocked
segment of the

p. 1 homeless people as symptoms of urban decay??
p. 3 chronic disability reference is unclear

. 4 grammer _

; 5 " .

6 Douglas Commission_Report" 2nd time

To

Typographical errors and omissions on pages:;
unnumbered front page with quotes

tablle of contents
unnumbered Executive Order 12848;
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June 20, 1994 ACUCESS

Carol Rasco JIN 2|

Assistant to the President for Domestic Pohcy

Second Floor, West Wing :

The White House ,

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Rasco:

On behalf of the entire Alliance for chhnOIOgy Access, I want 1o thank you for accepnng our

invitation to speak at our upcoming annual Institate. We are delighted to know that you will be '

available 1o keynote our luncheon on Tucsday, July 19, 1994, Thxs letter is intended to confirm the
_date and tme of your spcech , : ‘ :

The luncheon will takc place at the site of our meeting, the Sheraton Cxty Centre Hotel in the Cuy
Centre Ballroom. It is located at: ~

1143 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037

The luncheon will begin at 12:00, with your speech 1mmedlately followlng the meal. We have
allowed until 2:00 for the lunch and your ‘speech.

As you know, our orgamzauon is concerned with access to enabling technology for children and
adults with disabilities. However, as parents and consurners, we are concerned with a wide range
of issues which will directly affect us. We would be pleased to have you speak about whichever
topic may be of most interest to you, including key domestic agenda items of the Clinton
admmsn‘auon which are 1mponant © pcoplc with disabilities and their families.

““F have enclosed a copy of the agenda for y your information. If you have any further questions
regarding this event, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will be in touch with Pat Romani 1o
ensure that your participation is both enjoyable and inspiring for you. We know you will provu:ic

us with great vision and direction..

We look forward to meeting you on J uly l9th Agam, thank you so much for your gracmus
acceplance.

Jacquelyn Brand

2173 East Francisco Blvd., Suite L+ San Rafael, CA 94901
phone: (415)455-4575 « fax: (415)455-0654 + Internet: ‘ jpbrand@kn.pachell.com



mailto:jpbrand@icn.pacbell.com

JUN. 28.1994 9:53AM P 3

‘EROM : FTA PHONE NO. : 415 4SS @654

§

SR

Seventh Annual Training Institute
Alliance for Technology Access
July 17-21, 1994

Sheraton City Centre Hotel
1143 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Sunday, July 17

7PM Opening Keynote: Judy Heumann, Assistant Secretary of Education,
Reception for the Assistant Secretary ¢o-sponsored by Edmark Corporation

8:30 AM Continental Breakfast ‘ . .
Opening Session - V ' ‘ o ;
Keynote: Joscph Shapiro, US News and World Report, author of '

f No Pity, a history of the dxsabxlny rights movement
10:15 AM Concurrent Sessions on topics conceming assistive xechriology.

and issues facing those operating technology resource centers

11:30 AM Cmcum:m Sessions

‘ 12:30 PM - Lunch and Round Table Dzscussxons onh 1ssu¢s of common concem
' 10 ATA members
245 PM Concurrent Sessions
4:00 PM Invited panel: Chris Buzton, UCPA; Sen, Thomas Harkin or his legislative aide;
Legisladve issues regarding disability and assistive technology
6:00 PM Dinner on your own
7:30 PM Vendor Expo: ATA center representatives will leam about new developments from

affiliated assistive technology vendors

ueSda uly 19

8:30 AM Welcome and breakfast sponsored by Skills Bank
. . Opening Speaker: Kathy Hurley, Software Publishers Assoc, Skxlls Bank , ]
Keynote: Rick Douglas, Executive Director, President’s Commmtc on . : i

Employment of People ‘with Disabilities v

9:45 AM Concurrent Sessions
Including sessions on non-proﬁt management, coordinated and
, Ssponsored by Sylvia Clark, NEC Foundation of America
' Paul Heamne, Dole Foundation & Funding Partnership

2173E Francis;o Blvd, Suite L + San Rafacl, CA 94901 - 415/455-4575 + fax 415/455-0654
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11:00 AM Concurrent Sessions

12:00 PM Luncheon ‘
Keynotc: Carol Rasco, Chief Domestic Policy Advisor o Pmsxdent Clinton

215PM  Concurrent Sessions

3:30 PM Concurrent Sessions

4:45 PM Vendor Forum: Enhancing coliabqration between centers and vendoxs, and discussion of product
6:15 PM Dinner on your own

8:00 PM ATA Celebrates

Wednesday, July 20

8:30 AM . Continental Breakfast . )
Discussion of the Reauthorized Technology Related Assistance Act with
Carol Cohen, NIDRR A
Cracker barrel session on the toptc of ATA centers and the Tech Act

10:00 AM Open iabs, small group mcctings. center help, memori.ng
10:00 - 4:00 Visit your co::gressmnal representatives

4:00 - 6:00 Reception at USA TODAY'; Joan Bamloto. Direcror Educauon and Farmly
: Initiatives, USA Today -
Speaker: Bob Williams, Commissioner, Admin. on Developmental Disabilities (not confirmed)
Announcement of our new book, Computer Resources for People with Disabilities
Premier showing of new Alliance video :

Thyrsda uly 21 -

9:00 AM - Ramping the Superhlghway for Access
Opening speaker: John Schweizer, Manager, Consumer Affairs, Pacific Bell
Additional spcakers to be announced including reprcsemanves of Regional Bell
Operating Companies '

12:00 PM Luncheon: Sp&kw © be Announced
‘ Vice Preszdcnt Albent Gore has been mvned but not conﬁnned

1:30 PM . ”Buﬂdmg A Vision for the Fumre
facilitated session of the Alliance for Technology Access

5:00 PM “Adj )ournmcm

2173 E Francisco Blvd, Suite L+ San Rafacl, CA 94901 + 415/4554575 » fax 415/455-0654°
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Alliance for Technology Access
7th Annual
, | Training Institute
FOUNDATION ] Sheraton City Centre
—for - | Washington, D.C.
TECHNOLOGY 0 July 17 - 21,1994
- ACCESS .

National Training
Hands-on training on the lastest technology
Connecting to the Superhighway
Collaboration with leading product developers

National Forums
Universal Access
it Inclusion in Schools
{i ADA Implementation
. The New Tech Act
Ramping the Superhighway

q . - National Participation
3 - 1| Experts in assistive technology °
~ Technology developers and vendors
Leading advocates on public policy |
- Consumers with disabilities and family members
Key government representatives
. Educators

Join us this summer in Washi;igt(m, D.C. \\

Foundation for Technology Access, 2173 East Francisco Blvd., Suite L, San Rafael, CA 94901
415/455-4575 - 415/455-0654 fax . E—mail: ATA_FTA@AOL.COM
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Carol Rasco '
Assistant to the President for Domestic Pohcy
Second Floor, West Wing ‘
The White House o
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Rasco: o '

Your support and encouragement of our mission to-promote assistive technologies for children and
“adults with disabilities is deeply appreciated. I know that your personal involvement with our cen-
ter in Little Rock, under the able direction of Gmny Heiple, gives you the direct experience to un-

derstand the importance of our work, and we’re extremely grateful for your interest and support.
Our organization, the Foundation for Technology Access, is committed to helping communities
across the nation obtain information about and access to empowering technology through its coali-
tion of community based, consumer directed organizations called the Alliance for Technology
Access. : :

The Alliance for chhnology Access seeks to redefine human potential by making tech

regular part of the lives of people with disabilities. We strive to accomplish this goal by pro-
viding community access to conventional and assistive technologies, related services, and in-
formation resources which enable people to achieve productiviry, independence, social interde-
pendence and success according 1o their own needs and interests.

Our centers worked with nearly 100,000 people last ycar, mtroducmg them to statc-of-thc -art tech-
nology which would allow them 1o go 10 school with non-disabled peers, enter the job market, or
perhaps even communicate with family members for the first ime. Further, these centers worked
with over a thousand community agencies serving adults with disabilities, over 1,400 public.

school systems and over 200 universities and colleges. We have learned, as you have, how impor-
tant access 10 these tools and rclated information semc;ﬂﬂi.smn aretoa Ver)’ large segment
of the population. ; ,

Our annual trainin g Institute is fast approaching, and will lake place this summer, from July 17 -
21, 1994 in Washington, D.C at the Sheraton City Centre Hotel. We hope you will be able to join
. usas a presenter and a participant. We will be training our center staff and assembling all the assis-
Q uve technology developers and vendors, as well as attempting to raise the profile of assistive tech-
nology nationwide among our Congressional and government agency represeniatives. We want o
slg?cmmcminmwnmnd employment with those individuals in Washington who are
rged with forging strong economic and education plans, espeually those who may still quesnon
the i importance of tech nology to those plans. -
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JUN. 14. 19394  18:32AM

FROM ¢ F7A PHONE NO. : 415 4SS @654

We are requesting your pammpauon asa keynote speaker during the Insnmte Ideal for us would
be any of the following times, in our priority order: ‘

Wednesday, July 20 between four and six in the afternoon dunng a pubhc event either at USA
y or a room reserved at the Senate Office Building. I’m not certain about proper protocol, but
would be pleased to plan the event in a way that works for you.
XMonday, July 18 at our opening kcynote at8:30am
@\esday, July 19 at our luncheon \ 4:5 3}_@@@ Qﬁr»x—-w

N—— .
 Thursday, July 21 will be our mormng focused on access 10 the Information Superhighway

e,

“Again, we would be pleased to arrange or rcarrange our schedufc in order to accommodate your
busy schedule.

We want our Summer Training Insutute 10 be an event which will dramatically showcase just how
powerful technology can be. During the Institute we will be debuting our new book on assistive
technologxes which has a Foreword written by Stephen Hawking and which will be marketed
/ through mainstream bookstores. In addition, we will also debut a new 10-minute videotape on the
power of assistive technologies and the work of the Alliance for Technology Access which was
roduced with funding from IBM Cor'poratxon .

We hope you can join us at the Institute this summer. It would be a grcat honor 10 have your par-
ticipation. Thank you for considering our request. We hope to see you in Washington this sum-
IheT.

Sincerely.

Executive Director : o

2173 East Francisco Blvd., Suite L+ San Rafael, CA 94501
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Qctober 28, 1993

' First Lady Hillary Clinton | o S ACCESIS

' Dear Mrs.Clinton,

" human potential by making technology a regular part of the lives of people with disabilities. We

|

. individuals with disabilities that have high expectations for themselves and our society as a whole.

West Wing

The White House _
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

As the parent of a teenager with multiple dlsabllmes and the Director of the Alliance for
Technology Access, I am writing to invite you to join a most extraordinary group of people in
Washington at the occasion of our Institute ‘94. Because of your great interest in and involvement
with families, along with the administration’s deep understanding of the potential role of emerging
technologies for all Amencans we think you may find our work both compelling and mspxranonalt.

Technology is changing daily what it means to have a disability, making it possible for ‘people tor
accomplish what they might never have previously even imagined. Our organization, the Alliance
- for Technology Access, represents families and professionals who have come together to redefine

strive to accomplish this goal by providing access in a community setting to conventional and
assistive technologies, related services, and information resources which enable people to achieve |
productivity, independence, social interdependence and success accordmg to their own necds and
interests.

An outstanding example of our efforts is located, as you may know, in Litdde Rock. With the
motto, “giving people with disabilities the power to do more through technology,” the Arkansas
Technology Resource Center (TRC) provides information, support, and hands-on computer
experiences to families trying to figure out how technology can help their kids. Just as Janet
Hargett (Board member) and Ginny Heiple (Director) galvanized the people and resources of Little |-
Rock to build the incredible organization that is TRC of Arkansas Easter Seal Society, others have
been building similar programs in 45 other cities across 34 states and the U.S. Virgin Islands for .
the pastsix years. Like the center in Little Rock, Alliance centers were created by family members
committed to finding and providing the best resources available for their children. -Carol Rasco,
whom we are also contacting, has participated in the Little Rock program with her son, Hamp, for
many years, and can attest to the value of thxs program for so many.

Our centers work with apprommatcly <100,'OOO people each year, introducing them to state-of-the-
art technology which allows them to go to school with non-disabled peers, enter the job market, or
perhaps even communicate with family members for the first time. We have learned, as you have,
how important access to these tools and related services and support are to a very large segment of
our population. In fact, one of the most memorable moments of President Clinton’s Town Hall
meeting with children this year focused on two sisters who represent the new generation of

Anastasia Somoza'’s sister, like many children with disabilities, is using technology today to

express her unique talents and skills. We’re focused on reaching the tens of thousands of
youngsters and adults who have not yet discovered the transformational power of technology.

1128 Solano Avenue = Albany, CA 94706-1638 + (510) 528-0747 » Fax (510) 528-0746




The Alliance was born out of a desire to demonstrate how technology can be used by everyone to
transform limitations into opportunites. For no other group are the benefits of technology so
obvious, so powerful, and so imperative.. As a community which represents some 43 miilion
Americans with disabilities, we are proud to have leadership in Washington which recognizes the
vast and untapped potential of all Americans, including people with disabilities. In the spirit of a

‘new and ambitious agenda for America which proclaims we don’t have a person to waste, we see
the continued development and utilization of technology as the key to fuller and more productive
lives for our constituents.

To further this shared goal, each year at our Institute we bring together families, individuals with
disabilities, professionals and technology gurus from across the nation and immerse ourselves in
the important issues oftechnology access;, technology services and even technology design.
Institute ‘94 might very well provide an important platform on which we can all work together to
reacha shared vision for America—one in whxch all people are empowered to attain their dreams
and no one is “wasted.”

We would be honored to have you keynote our Institute next summer in Washington. It will take
place from July 18-21, 1994 at the Sheraton City Centre Hotel in Washington, DC, and will be
attended by some 250 people. More information will be sent to you via Janet Hargett of TRC.
Janet has been a volunteer in President Chnton s campaign, and is currently volunteering at the.
Premdcnt s Office in Little Rock. ,
Thank you for cons1denng our request. It;would be a great honor to have your participation and
support

!_ Jacquelyn Brand
Executive Director

cc: Carol Rasco




Services. - Aurxkansas

* Augmentative and alternative 7 V <
communication evaluations on a fee‘fo‘ir : TeChnOlOgy
service basis - ' RGSOLII’CG

¢ Training, consultations, and technical , Center
support on a fee for service basis ) ’

¢ Workshops and presentations on
augmentative and alternative
communication 7 ‘

e Lending library of books, periodicals, -
and videotapes on augmentative and
alternative communication L

* Hands on experience with augmentative
and alternative communication devices
and other assistive technology o

¢ Information dissemination about
augmentative and alternative
communication upon request ‘

¢ Provides payment options that include
Medicare, Medicaid (EPSDT screened.
clients), CMS, Private Insurance, -
MasterCard, and VISA

For more information, contact:
Arkansas Technology Resource Center
- Arkansas Easter Seal Society

Ginny Heiple, M.Ed., Director

2801 Lee Avenue ‘ :

Little Rock S T e, . . ege
oor, boey 2208 | ...giving peaple with disabilities the
TDD/FAX (501) 664-1546 o power to speak using technology.

Augmentative
& Alternative
Communic:atipn

ALLIANCE R
e g
TECHNOLOGY . : U»
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"The Arkansas Technology Resource
Center located at the Arkansas Easter Seal
Society is a computer and assistive device
resource center available to all persons
with disabilities, their families, and friends.
The Arkansas Technology Resource
enteris a member of the Alliance for
Technology Access and provides
\_i'hands-on” experience with Apple,
‘Macintosh, IBM computers, software and
other assistive devices. : ,

Augmentative and Alternative

Communication Services
If an individual is nonspeaking or if his speech

is so impaired that he can not be understood
when he talks, he can learn to communicate:

. using various aids that supplement or replace

speech. Some of these communication aids
are very simple and can be made from paper,
pen, or plastic. Others are very “high tech”
and involve computers and voice synthesizers.
The Augmentative and Alternative
Communication Team at the Arkansas
Technology Resource Center evaluates the
needs of the person, makes recommendations
of appropriate communication aids and -
techniques, and trains the user, his family,

and others on how to use the

recommended devices.

" Qur Augmentative and Alternative
Communication Services were recognized by .
the American Speech- Language-Hearing
Association in 1985 as one of the top eleven
Model Outreach Sites in Augmentative and
Alternative Communication in the -

United States,

~ physical/occupational therapist, special
" numerous years of experience and expertise in

‘Because this is such a specialized and

Tt?g 1gsoal is to evaluate the augmentative and
alternative communication needs of people
with severe sggechake
appropriate equipment recommendations, and
provide training and technical support to the
users, their families, and others. -

Eligibility

Any adult’or child whose communication
disorder is congenital (i.e., cerebral palsy,
mental retardation, etc.), acquired (i.e., head
injury, stroke, etc.), or temporary (i.e., shock,
trauma, surgery, etc.) and is in need of ’
communication is eligible for services. The
person must have a physician’s referral.

Staff
The Augmentative and Alternative

Communication Services Team i is made up of
professionals (speech-language pathologists,

educators, engineers, etc.) and others with
augmentative and alternative communication.
changing field, it is vital to have services
provided by people who have practical

experience with augmentative and alternative '
communication and who are committed to .

|

1

‘keeping up with current trends and equipment. P '




Arkansas

___I'd like to become a member

of the Arkansas Technology o - | Techn()logy
Resource Center. I'm - Resource
enclosing a $20.00 tax : » | Center

deductible donation.

Members:
* Receive a newsletter quarterly

e May attend all regular Center
Workshops without a fee

® Receive a reduced loan fee on
~ valuable equipment

* Are given priority on equipment

* Are helping the center to operate

Name:

Affiliation:

AddreSS: KA ""’fx"'""~'~'~‘¢t*' LA .a.-e.:.-»«:r«?:»;«‘r'.:««waﬁfmﬁ&:’.‘n TR
...giving people with disabilities th
power to do more through technology

City: ____ State: '

Z1P: ; : | ALLIANCE

Phoner__ _ » . v TECHNOI OGY T i '
. " ACCESS ﬂ;



Arkansas Technology
Resource Center, located at the
Arkansas Easter Seal Society, is a
computer and assistive device resource
center available to all persons with
disabilities, their families, and others
who are interested in technology.

The Arkansas Technology Resource

Center is a member of the Alliance for

Technology Access which is a national
network of 46 assistive technology
cewdors and researchers.

The Arkansas Technology Resource
Center is a regional site for IBM’s
Offering f s with Disabilities.

‘Two Technology Access Centers,

providing special assisti nolo

- services in the areas of Augmentatlve

and alternative communication,
computer access, learning disabilities,

and cognitive rehabilitation, are located

in the Arkansas Technology Resource

Center. These Technology Access

Centers are a member of the
Cap%bﬂ%&es—AccessNeWWWhich is
funded by the Arkansas Division of

Rehabilitation Services through Public
. w 10()4 . N
ugmentative & Alternatlve

Communication Services, Wthh,lS
located at the Center, provide
evaluations and treatment for
individuals who are non-speaking or
have unintelligible speech.- This service
was selected by the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association as one of
eleven model sites in the United States

Mission

The Arkansas Technology Resource
Center is a resource center which
assists persons with differing abilities

chieving their social, educational, and -

vocatlonakp‘_%t@gl‘through the use of
assistive technology.

The Arkansas Technology Resource
Center holds paramount the right of
persons with differing abilities to
receive appropriate assistive technology
and quality services.

Operations

The Arkansas Technology Resource
Center’s hours of operation are from
8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. In addition to
regular center hours, extended hours,
known as Resource Time, are sched-
uled penodeodate ‘
individuals who are unable to visit
during regular hours of operation.

Individuals and groups who wish to
visit the Center should call and

Services

* Provides technology evaluations in
‘augmentative and alternative
communication, computer access,
and environmental controls on a
fee for service basis

* Provides hands on experience with

computers and software

* Provides information about

assistive technology upon request

. Has a technology loan library for

members

e Schedules workshops on
technol(méwregul
- basis .

-» Provides technology consultations,

assistance, and training on a fee for

service basis

* Provides specjal summer -
technology day camps (lll(_]
activities

Staff

"The Arkansas Technology Resource
Center is staffed by professionals with
Master Degrees in education and
speech-language pathology. The center
conducts client and family centered
evaluations in augmentative and
alternative communication, computer
access, and environmental controls
using a team approach which may
include a speech-language pathologist,

5

for the provision of augmentative and
alternative communication services.

schedulean appointment. User,
support, and special needs groups are
encouraged to schedule the Center for
one of their meetings.

computer specialist, physical or
occupational therapist, and engineer.
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Tools for Living... A Guide for Aglng Arkansans

Generally, as people get older thelr
health care and daily living needs change.
However, the need to be as independent as
possible does not change -- everyone has
this basic need. -

Through the use of “tools for living”,
most persons in Arkansas can be more in-
dependent. These tools can be very simple,
such as eyeglasses and lowered cabinets, or
complex, such as powered wheelchairs and
computer controlled home living systems.
Tools for living often give persons a way to
get around in the home and commumty, to
take care of their health care needs, to enjoy
a wider range of recreational pursuits, and
to remain active in daily living activities.

| <En1arged keys makes using the phone easier.

Photo source:American Association of Retired Persons (1986). Makmg life a little easier: Self-help tool for the home.

Washington, D.C.: Author. Reprinted with permission.

A NEWSLETTER OF THE ARIQ\NSAS TECH\IOLOGY RESOURCE CE\ITER

These are but just a few ways in which tools
for living can help persons.

The Tools for Living guide was des1gned
for elderly individuals in Arkansas and for
professionals working with them. It pro-
vides information about obtaining and us-
ing tools for living. The Guide shows per-
sons ways to work with agencies and orga-
nizations to see that tools needed bylindi-
vidualsare provided. Itisintended tobean
introduction to the process of getting needed
tools for living into the hands of persons
who need it.

- Free copies of Tools for living...A guzde for
Agzng Arkansans can be obtained from the
Arkansas Technology Resource Center.

|




FRIENDS OF THE CENTER

DAVID & MARGARET COLE
ELLEN CORLEY
JENNY ERICKSON
CHARLOTTE GADBERRY
CINDY LLOYD
KAREN MASSEY.
CATHIE MUELLER
SANDY NEHUS
SUE NESTRUD
MR. & MRS. R. REMMEL
MADELON SCALLET
- PAUL SHUFFIELD, JR.
CYNTHIA SINGLETARY
JANCIE SISK
ALAN VANBIERVLIET
MARTY WALTON
DEBBIE WILSON
‘ REBECCA WOOD
"ALTHIEMER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ARKANSAS CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
ARKANSAS PEDIATRIC FACILITY
BENTONVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
'~ BRYANT SCHOOL DISTRICT -
 CHICOT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DAWSON EDUCATIONAL COOP.
GREENWOOD SCHOOLS -
JOHNSON CO. SPECIAL ED. COOP.
" LITTLE ROCK LAB SCHOOL
SHERIDAN SCHOOL DISTRICT
'SOUTHSIDE SCHOOL DISTRICT

ECHO Housing \

ECHO stands for Elder Cottage Housing Opportu-
nity. ECHO is a housing arrangement which offers the
elder person an opportunity to live in close proximity to
those who can help him or her maintain independence and
privacy. The followmg information comes from a pubhca- |

- tion from AARP, a nonprofit, nonpartisan, educationaland

social welfare organization which promotes mdependence,
dignity and purpose for older persons. |

An ECHO unit is a small house set on the side or back
yard of an existing family home. Thisstructureis de51gned
to serve the individual needs of infirmed, or dlsabled as
well as able-bodied, older Americans. The ECHO concept
involves maintaining individual dignity while prov1|d1ng
the kinds of support needed by an elder family member.

The size of ECHO units vary. The minimum recom-

‘mended size is 280 square feet for single occupancy, and

400 square feet for two persons. These ECHO houses are
intended for temporary placement on residential lots . 1 The
size of each unit is based on the number of occupants the
size of the primary dwelling, the size of the lot, the units
placement on the property, and its portability. |

REGIONAL TRAININGS

Join us when we come to your
town for the following reglonal
trainings:

* July 10 - Marshall(CMS Clinic)
Searcy County Health Department

~* August 19 - Batesville
Division of Rehab. Services

_* August 27 - El Dorado
El Dorado High School

* S'eptember 24 - Hope
S. W. Ark. Ed. Co-op.

| For more information contact:
~ Susan Plegge (501)663-8331

|
i
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- Floor plans for a singe bedroom ECHO home. | -
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Incorporated into
these structures is an ap-
proach called adaptable
housing. Adaptable hous-
ing is accessible housing
that does not look differ-
ent fromotherhousingand
which has features thatcan
be easily adjusted, added,
or removed as needed.

There are three prin-
ciple elements of adaptable
housing, these are: ‘(IA) re-
movable base cabinets; (2)
segments of counters that can
. be adjusted in height; (3) re-
inforced wall areas so grab
bars can be attached and re-
moved in bathrooms, bed-
rooms, and other areas as
needed by. the occupants.

If you would like further
information on ECHO hous-

ingcontact The AmericanAs-

Remdvable cabinet and
adjustable height counter..

sociation of Retired Persons

1909 K Street, N.W., Wash-

ington, D.C. 20049. Direct
your inquiry to the Housing
Program, ask for ECHO
Housing, Recommending
Construction and Installation
Standards:ECHO Housing, a
review of zoning issues and
other considerations. |

For more information on

|
|
|

adaptable housing clpntact
the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urbar!p De-
velopment, the Special
Advisor for Handica';pped
Programs, 451 7th Streét,
" S.W., Room 10140, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20410, ask for -
publication # HUD-1124-
PDR. [
Other publication:T\he
Doable Renewable Home,
contact the American Asso-
ciation of Retired PCI‘SOIHS,

Consumer Affairs Program,

1909 K Street, N.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20049. ' |

All of these publications
are available at the Depérp
ment of Human Sewiée§,,
Arkansas Office on Aging,
Donaghey Building, Rootm
1428, 7th and Main St., |
Little Rock, AR 72205.
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Detach Here

# L :
’ ©____I'd like to become a
ALLIANCE member of the Arkansas
— for — Technology Resource Center.
TECHNOLOGY I'm enclosing a $20.00 tax
"ACCESS deductible donation.
- NAME:
AFFILIATION:
ADDRESS:

CITY:

PHONE:

STATE: ____ ZIP:

Members:

* Receive a news-
letter quarterly

« May attend all
regular center
workshops without.
afee o

- Receive a reduced
loan fee on |
valuable equipment

» Are given priority
on equipment loan

» Are helping the -
center to operate
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS TECHNOLOGY ACCESS CENTERS
‘ ' Blind & Visually Impaired |
: Lions World Services for the Blind'
JUNE JULY : ’ Jan Lynch I
(501)664-7100 (Voice)
22 - 26, Monday-Friday 20 - 24, Monday - Friday (501)664-7403 (TDD)
9 a.m. - 12 noon. 9a.m - 12 noon “Computer
“Augmentative Communication Camp for Learning Communication & Computer Access
Camp” Cost: $45.00. To register Disabilities” Cost: $45.00 Arkansas Easter Seal Society |
- contact: Susan Plegge at - - To register, contact: Susan Nancy Dunn !
(501)663-8331. Plegge at {501)663-8331 (501)663-8331 (Voice) |
| - (501)663-8054 (TDD) \
JULY 25, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. (501)664-1546 (FAX). }
Augmentative Communication . o
15 - 16, Wednesday - Thursday Pgirents Support Group. For Deaf & Hard of Hearing |
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m, ' ' more information contact: University of Ark. at Little Rock
“Getting Started Workshop” Susan Plegge (501)663-8331. Dept. of Audiology & Speech
Sponsored by Prentke - Dr. Hope Keiser
Romich Company (PRC) R ' (501)569-8905 (Voice and TDD).
To register, contact: PRC m - y , : A .
*1(800)262-1984 e , Independent Living '
: B ; Life Styles, Inc.
DIRECTORY OF SERVICES =~ (50132?’2 S%‘;‘:ér 0
‘ o - oice i
ARKANSAS TECHNOLOGY RESQL{RCE:CENT(ER PROVIDES (501)521-5415 (TDD)
* Hands-on experiences with computers and software (501)521-8476 (FAX) o )
* Information about assistive technology on request’ ‘ ' ' , ‘
* Access to a technology loan library for members ’ . Language & Learning i
* Technology evaluations in augmentative communication and | - Arkansas Easter Seal Society
_computer access on a fee-for-service basis. » ‘ o ; Ginny Heiple . ‘
* Monthly workshops on technology topics » : (501)663-8331 (Voice)
* Technology consultations, assistance, and trainingon a . ' (501)663-8054 (TDD) |
fee-for service basis. (501)664-1546 (FAX) %

This newsletter was developed in part under a grant from the Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS}, Department of Human Services from funds received by
Arkansas under Title 1, P.L. 100-407 Technology Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1988. It is funded by a grant (H224A90020-91) by the\
National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research, (NIDRR), U, 5. Department of Education. The contents do not necessarily reflectthe views of DRS
or NIDRR, U. S. Department of Education and do not imply endorsement by the U. 5. Government. ' ' ’

‘|
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Arkansas Technology | o | NON-PROFIT
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AR Easter Seal Society - ‘ : U POSTAG%
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Alliance for Technology Access
Receives Gift from IBM

IBM recently loaned educational software to the
Alliance for Technology Access (ATA) to support
ATA’s services to special education students across
the country. The software, valued at $250, OOO 00,
was loaned to ATA at no cost. ‘

The ATA is a non-profit orgamzatlon that
empowers persons with disabilities to control their
ownlives using technology. ltoperates 46 resource
centers around the country.

- Throughthe IBMloan program, the ATAreceived
productsto teach reading, language arts, math and
science skills, as well as products to assist persons
with hearing, vision and speech disabilities.

The Arkansas Technology Resource Center
was selected as gne of the ATA centers to receive
this software. Some of the IBM software available
for preview through this loan include the Reading
For Information Series™ , the
Reading for Meaning Series™, A
Primary Editor Plus™, and Math W%
Exploration Toolkif™. The software ,
may be previewed by contacting the %
Center for an appointment. Ue

A NEWSU«,TrER OF THE ARKANS  TECHNOLOGY RESOURCE CENTER
Vol. 1, Number 2 :

// Summe

Summer Activities

Summer of 1891 has been an exciting time for
the Resource Center. During June, the center held
an augmentative and alternative commumcatlon

- camp for nonspeaking children in g}rades

kindergarten-through third. The kids spent;a fun-

filled week at our imaginary "Disneyland” and

participated in such activities as compute’r play,
games, “reading” books using thelrcommunlcatlon

~ devices, and art projects. The camp prqwded the

children with the opportunity to interact wnthlpeers
and adults using their communication devnces

Parents and their children had the opportunnty
to interact together with a variety of computers and.
software at Parent/Toddler TECH which was held
once a week during the month of July. Pammpatmg
families had hands-on experiences with IBM, Apple »
ligs, Apple lle, and Macintosh computers, and were
‘able to try out commercially available and publlc
domain software.

"The center also held a Computer Camp for
junior high students with learning disabilities qunng
the month of July. The “campers” spent a week
learning keyboarding and word processing skills,
and wrote a camp newsletter titled Disk Copy.



http:250,000.00

HAVE YOU HEARD?

IBM VoiceType™, a large
vocabulary speech recognizer,
is the newest offering in IBM's
Independence Series of prod-
ucts.. IBM VoiceType™  deve-
loped by Dragon Systems and
IBM, is based on technology
invented by Dragon Systems
for-its DragonDictate products.

IBM VoiceType™ is a
powerful tool that provides an
affordable “hands free’
- alternative to using a computer
. keyboard for persons with
disabilities. It allows PC users
to create any text by speaking
instead of typing! A 7,000 word

active vocabulary provides the.

flexibility to create complex
documents by voice, and an
integrated 80,000 word back-
up dictionary gives the user

greater capability for the rapid

creation of text.

For more information,
contact Dragon- Systems, Inc.
at (617) 965-5200.

- Whisper Wolf© is an auditory

scanning, voice output com-
munication aid that is one of the
first of its kindl  The Whisper
Wolf© is actually a fully
operational, user programma-
ble Wolf which is touchpanel-
activated. Ithasbeen enhanced
to include an auditory scanning
function.

Activating acommunication
aid by scanning is an alterna-
tive for individuals 'who do not
have sufficient motor functionto
use a touchpanel. In visual
scanning, the vocabulary
choices are presented visually,
typically with lights arrayed in a
matrix.

~ Forsomeindividuals, visual
scanning is a problem: either

too complex cognitively or

requiring visual skills which are
disabled. Some visual scanning
communication aids offer an
auditory scan.option but the
voice  output “blares” the

- vocabulary items which can be

disruptive in most contexts.

The Whisper Wolf© has the
addition of a second speaker, a
“private speaker” which
improves this auditory scanning
technique. The selection of
choices are whlspered“
spoken to the user through the
private speaker which is
mounted near the user’s ear.
Whenthe user hears the desired
choice, s’/he activates the sw:tch
and the selection is re- spoken
through the “public speaker”l

For more mformatlon
contact ADAMLAB at (31 3) 467-
1415. col

‘ |

Access DOSS@ prowdes

extended keyboard, mouse and

sound access for IBM DOS
users. It includes a number of
interesting features useful to

persons with disabilities, and is

provided “as is™without oharge
For more mformatlon
contact IBM at 1 (800) 1426~

7282 | 5

Detach Herev

- | ___I'd like to become a
ALLTANCE member of the Arkansas
— Jor— Technology Resource Center.
TECHNOLOGY I'm enclosing a $20.00 tax
ACGESS deductible donation.
NAME:
AFFILIATION:
ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:

PHONE:

ZIP: -

Members:

letter quarterly

+ May attend all
regular Center |
Workshops without
afee : K

+ Receive a reduced
loan fee on
valuable equipment

- Are given priority|
on equipment loan

» Are helping the ‘\
center to operate‘

\
\
* Receive a news- 1
\

-
!



FRIENDS OF THE
Mary Fran Adams
Jane Bauer
John Beck
Brenda Bradley
Dee Ellison
Kim Golden
Jo Magee
Susan & Robert Mauney .
Kim Molinaro
Andrea Nash
Deby Wallace
United Medical, Inc.

Arkansas Technoiogy
Resource Center Staff

Ginny Heiple, M.Ed.
D:rector

Nancy Dunn, SLP
TAC Coordinator

Debra Fehiman, SLP
Evaluation Services

JoLynn Pickens, PT
Evaluation Services

Pamela Uhlemann
Program Assistant

For more information contact:

Arkansas Technology
Resource Center
Arkansas Easter Seal Society
2801 Lee Avenue
Little Rock, AR 72205

(501) 663-8331 ‘
'FAX or TDD 663-1546
"~ Hours 8:30 - 4:00

DISK COPY \i
|

The following is a sample of software which is currently on the
market. i

THINKable™is a new cognitive rehabilitation systei*n for
adolescents and adults that uses the IBM PS/2. The system
provides two distinct functions that work in tandem: a Rarienr
Therapy practice tool with the latest in muiti-media technology
(including photo-quality pictures, animation, graphics, and- life-
like human voice); and Case Managemenr with extensive data

reporting capabilities

THINKable™ focuses onfour vital cognitive skills: visual attention,
visual discrimination, visual memory, and visual- sequéntial
memory. Treatment sessions ¢an be customized by chnlcrans to
ensure an appropriate level of difficulty and enhanced motivation
for each patlent

TH!NKabIeN was tested extensively at nine sites in Europe and
the United States by professionals thatincluded speech- language
pathologists and neuropsychologrsts Additional research is
currently underway ‘ \

THINKable™ is available from Psychological Corporation: For
further information call 1 (800) 228-0752 and ask for software

assistance.. | | A |

Interaction Games llis a software program designed to proxllde
a natural setting for experiencing cooperative and competltsve
play. It allows two players to improve their single switch skills wrth
six different games.- Players can gallop horses down to the fmrsh
line in “Horse Race” or throw pies at each other in *Pie in the Eye”
Other games include “Mountain Climbers”, “Slap Jack”, “lce
Breaker”, and “Match and Win".



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

September

10-11, Tuesday-Wednesday
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
“Expanding Horizons and
Assessment Practices”

To register, contact:

Sara Zeno, Outreach

(501) 663-8331.

24, Tues.day,‘2:00 p.m.

“How to Use the Touch Talker”

Presenter: Sylvia Starr,
Prentke Romich Company.
Sponsored by: Arkansas
Augmentative and Alternative
Communication Consortium.
To register, contact the

. Center at (501) 663-8331.

26, Wednesday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m.:- 4:30 p.m.
“Getting Started Workshop”
Sponsored by: Prentke
Romich Company (PRC).

- To register, contact: PRC at
~ 1(800) 262-1984.

"Q..‘.QO...OO.C...‘...0000‘.........Q....‘l‘.‘.“.......0.“.00.‘..‘.

Arkansas Technology

Resource Center

AR Easter Seal Society

2801 Lee Avenue
Little Rock, AR 72205

October

3-5, Thursday-Saturday
Learning Disabilities
Association of Arkansas
Annual Conference, Pine
Bluff Convention Center.
Contact the LDAA Office at
(501) 225-1766.

- 23, Wedeesday, 2:00 p.m.

‘Autoskill Component
Reading Subskills Preview"
Presenter: Robert Pollan.
(Autoskill is a comprehensive

Directory of Services

- Boards on the Computer” |
- To register, contact the

Iiteracy program used by |
businesses such as Sears to
help employees gain literacy
skills). To register, contact
the Center at (501) 663-8331.

November

20, Wednesday
10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
“Making Communication

Center at (501) 663-8331.

‘,ARKANSAS TECHNDLOGY RESOURCE CENTER PROVIDES

. Hands -on expenences with computers and software

. Informatlon about assistive technology on request.

+ Access to a technology loan library for members.

+ Technology evaluations in augmentative communica- I
', tion and computer access on a fee-for-service basis. \

» Monthly workshops on technology topics.

+. Technology consultahons asswtance and trammg on |

‘a fee—for-semce basis.

i
i

|

NON-PROFIT |
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE

PAID \
Permit #499
Little Rock, AR ]
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. FROM : FTA PHONE NO. @ 415 455 8654

[OUNDATIOX \

..—_/'()r__
FECHNOLOGT |
AU ES ‘ ‘
Foundation for Technology Access |
FAX TRANSMISSION \ \
Ta: , - Date & Time: _guiv 20, 1994 |
Acsistant to the President ~ l
Page _1 of 5 |
i
| 1
From: -

Jacquelyn Brand !
qu]eci; Confirmation of fresentation ' 1
Message: |

& . T\
This letter is written at the request of PatL Romani to
confirm the acceptance of Ms. Rasco to address our
meeting, ' , :
If there are additional questions, please do not \
-hecitate to contact me at 415-455-4575. ‘ \
Thank you vecy much. - ) ' !
Sincegely, h . . ‘ \
oyl PSa |
// %" ~ S
< y, \
- i

2173 East Francisco Bivd, Suite L » San Rafacl, CA 94901
(415) 4554573 » Fax (415) 455-0654
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ALLIANCE FOR TECHNOLOGY ACCESS

1531 Dawn Drive Louxsvnlle KY 40216-1617 » » (502) 449-0645 « Fax (502) 449-0645  ~’

: ) | ' I - f
Offices: 1128 Solano Avenue » Albany, CA 94706-1638 + (510) 528-0747 » Fax (510) 528-0746 ,/ /

|
ALLIANCE

. —fr—
RESOURCE CENTERS TEGHNOLOGY
: « ACCESS
ALABAMA DCCG-Tectmology Resowrcesfor - GEORGIA KANSAS
People with Disabilities ' -
Birmingham Alliance for Tadmlogy 2547 8th S, 12-A Tech-Able Tectmology Resources for Special
Access Conter . Bakeey CA 94710-2572 1040 Irwin Bridge Rd. Peaple
Birmingham Independent Living Cerder 510/841-3224 Conyers GA 30207-4323 3023 Camerbury
206 13th Strees South . . 404/922-6768 rSalma KS 67401
Birmingham AL 35253-1317 o 913/827-0301
205/251-2223; 251-0863 Sacramerto Center for Assistive
Tectmology HAWAI o
4370 Mather School Rd. ) KENTUCKY
Tectmology Assistance for Speci : Aloha Speaial Tedmology Access - ‘
Cmsumaegrz P 9;Ma:n3 515?:36 ? Center ' Blue Grass Techmology Cerer for |
PO, Box 443 e 1750 Kalakaua Ave. #1008 People with Disabilitics ;
Hunisville AL 35804 Honolulu HI 96826-3725 169 N. Limestone
; 40507
205/532-5996 Special Awareness Computer Certer ~~ 308/955-4464 Lexingon K'Y 4050
Rehabilitztion Certer 6062559951 . .|
2975 North Sycamare Drive |
ALASKA Simi Valley CA 93065 ILLINOIS Disabled Citizens Computer Cener
Alaska Services for Enabling 805/582-1881 Nonhem linois Corter for Adapive  Louisville Free Public Library
Techmology ;':1*5‘“‘033{ e 4th and York Streets
P.0. Box 6485 Louisiana Louisville KY 40203- 2257
: Special Techmology Conter .
Sika AK 99835 Sggaal Smogy Rockford IL. 61108-6195 502/574-1637

907/747-3019

ARKANSAS
Technology Resource Center
¢/o Arkansas Eagter Seal Society
2801 Lee Averme

Lile Rock AR 72205
501/663-8331

CALIFORNIA

Computer Access Center
1807 Wilshire Bivd. #202

SantaMonica CA 90403
310/829-6395

Mountain View CA 94041
415/961-6789

Teamd'AdvmforSpeualiﬁds .

100 W, Cerritos
Anaheim CA 92805—6546

- 714/533-TASK

ELORIDA

Computer CITE
215 E. New Hampshire St,

. Odando FL 32804

407/898-2483

815/229-2163

Techmnical Aids & Assistance for the
Disabled Center

1950 West Roosevelt

Chicago I 60608
312/421-3373

INDIANA

Assistive Tedmlogy Traning and

Information Cerer
3354 Pine Hill Drive

P.0O. Box 2441
Virgermes IN 47591

812-886-0575

Specialink
36 W. 5th Street .
Covington KY 41011

606/491-2464

|
CATER Center for Adaptive |
Techmology 1
and Educarional Resources
4323 Division Street, Ste 110-B
Mewine LA 70002

504/888-5248; 888-0163
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ALLIANCE. FOR TECHNOLOGY ACCESS

Offices: 1128 Solano Avenue, Albany, CA 94706-1638
(510) 528-0747 » Fax (510) 528-0746

1531 Dawn Drive, Louisville, KY 40216-1617
(502) 449-0645 « Fax (502) 449-0645

VENDOR MEMBERS

ad

{
' ALLIAL;‘ICE

ACCESS

AbleNet, Inc.

1081 Tenth Ave. S.E.
Minneapolis MN 55414
612/379-0956 or 800/322-0956

Academic Software, Inc.

331 W. 2nd Street

Lexington KY 40507
606/233-2332 or 800/VIA-ADLS

Access Unlimited

3535 Briarpark Drive, Suite 102
Houston TX 77042-5235
713/781-7441; 800/848-0311

American Thermoform’
Corporation “
2311 Travers Avenue

City of Commerce CA 90040
213/723-9021 )

Apple Computer, Inc
Worldwide Disability Selutions
20525 Mariani Avenue MS 36-SE
Cupertino, CA 95014
408/9674-8583

Appoint, Inc.

4473 Willow Road, Suite 110
Pleasanton CA 94566

- 510/463-3003 or 800/448-1184

Aquarius Instructional
P.O. Box 128

Indian Rocks FL 34635
800/338-2644

Arkenstone, Inc.-
1390 Burregas Ave.

Sunnyvale CA 94089
800/444.4443

Articulate Systems, Inc.

600 West Cummings Park, Suite
Wobumn MA 01801
§00/443-7077

* Berkeley Systems, Inc.

2095 Rose Street
Berkeley CA 94709
510/540-5535

Blazie Engineering, Inc.
3660 Mill Green Road

Street MD 21154
419-893-9333

"Broderbund Software, Inc.

500 Redwood Blvd., Box 6125
Novato CA 94948-6125
415/382-4400

Brown & Co, Inc.

P.O. Box 861
Georgetown MA 01833
508/352-8822

Claris Corporation

5201 Patrick Henry Dr., C-56
Santa Clara CA 95052-8168
408/987-7206

Closing The Gap, Inc. .
P.O. Box 68
Henderson MN 56044

| 612/248-3294

Compu-Teach
78 Olive Street

New Haven CT 06511
206/338-2002; 800/448.3224

Consultants for
Communication Technology

508 Bellevue Terrace

- Pittsburgh PA 15202

412/761-6062

Corporate Facilities, Inc.
919 North 5th Street

Philadelphia PA 19123
215/440-8840

Creative Learning
313 Railroad Ave., #202

Nevada City CA 95959
916/265-0584 or 800/842-5360

Cross Educational Software
504 E. Kentucky Avenue

Ruston LA 71270
318/255-8921

Discis Knowledge Research,
Inc. ‘

P.O. Box 45099

Toronto, Ontario Cana M2N 6N2

800/567-4321

Den Joimston Developmental

Equipment, Inc.
P.O. Box 639

Wauconda [L 60084
708/526-2682 or 800/999-4660

Du-It Control Systems Group,
Inc.

8765 TR 513

Shreve OH 44676
216/567-2001

Dunamis, Inc.

3620 Highway 317
Suwanee GA 30174-2329
800/828-2443

- Educational Press

"Orem UT 84057

. Hartley Courseware, Inc.

Echo Speech Corporation
6460 Via Real
Carpinteria CA 93013
805/684-4593

Edmark Corporation
6727 185th Ave. NE 21st |

Redmond WA 98052 |
206/861-8200 or 800/426-0856

Education TURNKEY
Systems, Inc.

256 North Washington Street
Falls Church VA 22046 |
703/536-2310

P.O. Box 32382
Baltimore MD 21208-8382
410/561-5912

Harding & Harris Behavioral
Res. Inc. '
344 West 920 North #2

801/224-2014

133 Bridge St.
Dimondale MI 48821
800/247-1380 or 517/646-6458

Humanities Software
P. O. Box 950

Hood River OR 97021
5037386-6737, ext 19

IBM Corporation
P.O. Box 2150

Atlanta, GA 30055
404/238-5020




THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

February 9, 1993

West Tennessee Special Technology Resource
Center for the Disabled (STAR Center)

"c/0 Margaret Doumitt, Executlve Director
P.O. Box 3683 :

Jackson, Tennessee 38303

Dear Margaret:

I am honored and pleased to be able to write this letter in
support of the Specmal Technology Access Resource (STAR) Center.
I visited the Center in December 1991, and was so impressed by
the services it provides that I stayed much longer than I had
originally planned just so I could learn more about the facility
and talk to the people who use its state-of-the-art technologies.

‘The STAR Center is - more than just a resource center for
individuals with disabilities; it is a model for 21st Century
high~-technology facilities. The Center helps people with |
disabilities to interact and communicate with others, something
that may not be possible without the help of technology. It
opens doors of activities and windows of learning for all' ages,
and in some cases, it doesn‘’t just make things easier, it makes
them possible.

I have been and continue to be a strong supporter of efforts
that help us improve the quality of our lives and to ease the
flow of information. As part of that effort, I authored a bill,
.signed into law in December 1991, that creates a national, high-
speed computer network and more than doubles federal funding for
high-performance computing research and development. The High
Performance Computing Act provides the framework to connect the
computers of schools, colleges, research centers and businesses,
allowing each to benefit from the high speed and power of the
most advanced computers.
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Using Computers to Help Disabled Kids

HOMIANA #RAND wis harn wah
verebrul paby and linsited vision,
Hut the ih grader basn't been
stopped by her dewbiditics. She
gels goord grades . angs i ber schoul Choie,
feiped shart n cculogy clah, amd is plan-
ning 1o go W cummunity college.

Much of thit swould sol haye been posae
e without compriters and olber tugh-tech
touls thit are making it caseer for Shushians
su lead the ble uf a 1ypical teen-uger. A
she probubly wouldn’t have had eccess ts
thut eyuipment had hes mother, bsckic, aot
decided (0 becotie an sclivist,

A decede ago. fackic Brumd says, vhe
rewdized that s technobogy revolutivn wis
tuking plasc and there Wit plave fur peuw-
ple with disuhilities (o sign vp.”

She suy s abe know cumenlcrs cuuld help
peuphe like Stunhans, but thit shool ofli-
ik ahud Others diIn'1 seem Lo know bow L)
first appeopriats hardware smd softwase. So

in 1883 she wet U a center that would in-
volve pareats of otlier kids with disahilities,
edugators, ay well gy conpater saleapes-
ple. and b iy who wore imtercsted in Boade
g DEw Wiy to use technotogy—aad in
gelting Ihe woned ot about what wis avail
able

Now 36 such centess exint v 34 staies
and pravide direv) vervices 1o 95 000 peo-
pic. The centers cotlecied $3.8-miltion fast
yeut in donations from privite sources and
guvernment, An umbrella group that works
with the centers, the Atliunce fue Technol.
ugy Access in Atbany. ek, mised
RIS W00,

Fackie Mrand was recenily busured for
her work by the Prince Uhunitable Trusts in
Chicago, which gave hee ity snnueat $30.000
prire for people whu huve improved the
guality of Kie fur the disablesd,

Here, M. Hrand helps a youngstet fcarnp
1 936 4 Cumpiler.

Fhotugraph by ¢haar 1. quieede

o s T § P 55710
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The Alliance for Technology Access seeks to redefine human potential by
making technology a regular part of the lives of people with disabilites. It~
strives to accomplish this goal by providing easy access to conventional and
assistive technologies, related services, and information resources which
enable people to achieve success, independence, productivity, and social
interdependence according to their individual needs and interests.

In its mission to increase the awareness, understanding, and implementation of
- assistive technologies, the Alliance is grounded in the notion that effective
solutions result from collaborative efforts. Based on a spirit of collaboration
and partnershlp, the Alliance is driven by adults and children with disabilites,

their families and friends, teachers and therapists, employers, service providers,

technology vendors, professional organizations, and community agencies—all
working together and sharing the belief that meaningful and lasting change

occurs when the search for solutions begins with individuals defining their own

dreams and expectations.

o People with disabilities have the right to maximum independence and
participation in all environments, without barriers.

o Technology can be harnessed to diminish or eliminate environmental
barriers for people with disabilities.

O People with disabilities have the right to control and direct thelr own
choices, and the right to access the information they need in order to make
~ informed decisions according to their goals and interests.

a- People with disabilities have the right to employ assistive technologles,
- strategies for implementation, and necessary training support to maximize their
independence and productivity.

ATA Mission, Values and Program Statement

Ll

ANCE
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o Whenever possible, it provides information and referral for those who
reqmre services not available at the center. '

n The center defines its scope of services clearly

» Staff members maintain current, relevant knowledge of what is
available beyond the scope of the center, and guide consumers to necdcd
resources by inviting experts to the center, by resea.rchmg information,
and by making appropriate referrals.

Every Alliance Center has personnel who are knowledgeable, supportive, and
effective. '

-0 Acknowledging that the field of assistive technology is changing rapidly,
- center staff members function as brokers of expertise rather than as experts,
constantly learning and always focused on helpmg consumers find needed
resources and information.

0 The staff (paid and unpaid) of the center reflect collaboratlon among family
members, consumers, and profcssmnals.

o All staff members strive to provide information and options to consumers
~ and their families in order to help them make informed decisions.

0 The staff are competent service providers.

o Staff members have a high level of expertise and knowledge of a wide range
of products and applications. ~

0 Staff members view themselves as learners as well as teachers, in relation to
- the whole Alliance.

0 Every Alliance Center makes a comrhinncnt to keep current through an
ongoing program of staff development and training.

0 The center is continually developing its expertise in the areas of
management, business, and fmance in order to assure 2 strong, stable,
expanding organization.

O The center participates in all ATA t:ralmng events.

Every Alliance Center works in cooperation with the vendor cornmumty to
increase product excellence and availability.

o It follows Alliance guidelines for center/vendor interaction. |

o It continually learns about and tests new products, providing consumer
feedback, and suggesting design parameters for new development.

ATA Mission, Values and Program Statement




3 Its staff keeps records of the activities of the center and annually completes
and submits to the national office an Alliance Impact Evaluation. .

a Its staff and board members participate regularly in Alliance activities, to
ensure a sense of connection and interdependence among centers.

0 Its staff and board members attend Alliance-wide events, and act as
representatives from the Alliance back to the center, in order to both

- disseminate information and promote active collaboration.

. 0 Staff members use telecommunications to participate regularly with other
- centers and vendors in a process of collaborative problem solving and

information sharing. '

ATA Mission, Values and Program Statement




- The Foundation for Technology
Access (FTA), a 501(¢)(3) organization,
is founded on the principle that effec-
tive sotutions result from collaborative

efforts. The FTA is strong today because
our partnerships are strong. We started

by bringing together parents of young-

sters with disabilities, consumers, teach- *

ers, and technology wizards. We were
soon joined by the people in Apple

Computer’s Office of Special Education

- and Rehabilitation, who shared our
dream and helped make it come true.
The FTA now counts among its part-
ners IBM Corporation, along with

Alafi Capital

Applé Computer, Inc.
Worldwide Disability
Solutions Group

Apple Computer, inc.
Community Affairs

Berkeley Systems, inc.
Big Red Cdmputer Club
§. H. Cowell Foundation

Dole Funding Partnership
for People with Disabilities

Don Johnston Developmental
Equipment, Inc.

Echo Speech Corporation

Faralion Computing

many of the technology developers
and vendors working toward the goal
of full product access for people

with disabilities.

The FTA would like to publicly
acknowledge and thank our generous
supporters, who contribute annuallv
toward the national effort, starting
with all of the resource centers of the
Alliance for Technology Access (ATA).
We would also like to thank ail of the
vendor members of the ATA for their
invaluable support over the vears, in-
cluding product donations, technical

assistance, and many hours of training.

Goldstein and Blair
IBM Co}potation

IBM: Califoria
Educational Partnership

ICONZ, Inc.

inteiIiTobis -

JM Foundation

Joy Modesitt Design
Marks Foundation

Mattel Foundation

Milken Fa‘mily Faundation

Mitsubishi Electric
America Foundation

FOUNDATION
— for ——
TECHNOLOGY
ACCESS

National Cristina Foundation
National Institute

on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research
NEC Foundation of America

David and Lucille.
Packard Foundation

Pacific Bell

Pacific Telesis Foundation
PEAL Software

Public Welfare Foundation
Publisher's Group West
The Software Toolworks

us. Dept. of Education

F iA1128 SOLANO AVENUE m ALBANY .  CA94706-1638 w (510)528-0747 m FAX(510}528-0746




FOUNDATION
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Through a wide variety of efforts,

the FTA works to change the way -

people think about their own potential -

and the way they view technology—
not as a luxury or a costly impossibii;
fty, but as an essential tool that can .
improve the performance and lives of
all people. Today, that goal is embod-
ied within—and validated by—the
Americans with Disabilities Ac{. In
essence, our efforts focus on sha'riﬁg
and supporting the compelling vision
and desired state of affairs articu}!ated

inthe ADA.

FTA

Fostering Public Awareness

Staff of the'FTA and ATA centers make
presentations at conferences all over
the world, give testimony at hearings,
andl aclvise both private and govern-
mental agencies on everv aspect of
technology as it refates to the needs
of individuals with disabilities.

Ifvou would like a speaker or
adviser on a particular topic related to
technology and disability, please contact
the FTA at (510) 528-0747.

Providing Training and

Technical Assistance -

Training is pérhaps the most important
FTA initiative, because itis the kev to
staving current, vital, and viable in the
field of technology. The constant intro-
duction of technological innovations
makes ongoing training critical to our
success in translating new technology
into practical tools for the home, class-
room, and workplace.

With the goal of training people
who will in turn train and support oth-
ers in their communities, we offer
national conference opportunities,
individual and regional training struc-
tured to meet local needs, and daily
training support via telecommunica-
tions. The scope of our training is
broad, and includes technology tools ‘
and applications, organizational man-
agement, disability awareness, and
grass-roots leadership development,
particularly for individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members.

Promoting Fuil Participation/Creating
an Inclusive Community

The FTA is dedicated to the full inclu--
sion of people with disabilities into the
mainstream of American life. We believe
that, heginning in school, children

with disabilities can and should be

learning alongside their peers without
. B i

disabilities. We place a high priority on

o R . I
Croom Integration Demonstration) in |

tively in our society.

 Foundation of America, the FTA is de-

t

using technology to support an incld-
sive community of learners—all with
unique needs and gifts.

Believing that inclusion is a phi;
losophy rather than simply an educa-
tional strategy, we initiated an effort
catled CompuCID (Computer Class-

SiX communities across the nation:
Charlotte, Santa Monica, Berkeley,
Seattle, Knoxville, and Denver. Funded
by the U.S. Department of Education;
CompuCID demonstrated how comptut-
ers and innovative learning strategies|
can be used to support the inclusion of

all students in general education dass:-

rooms. Incorporating students with all
types of abilities, 4 range of classroom

- settings, and a varietv of content areas,

we showed the enormous benefits

gained by all children when they have
the opportunity to learn together and
develop the social, academic, and tecl)-
nical skills necessarv-to function effec-‘g

Going one step further, the FTA
is piloting a program titled Models for
Integration: Science and Technology
(MIST). With the support of the NEC

veloping innovative strategies to pro-

mote the full participation of students
in mainstream secondary science educa-
tion programs in Utica, Charlotie, and |
Santa Monica. Students with and with-| .
out disabilities are learning about the
enabling power of assistive technology
and are joining together to use and
adapt technology so that it is accessible
to all. .

On another front, FTA is support

ing the integration of voungsters with
disabilities into the Mattel Foundation’s
Computer Learning Labs. By training
teachers in the use of assistive technol-
ogy in public schools nationwide,

R




FTA PRAACTICE‘S, PROGRAMS, AND PHILOSOPHIES

FOUNDATION

Jor —
TECHNOLOGY

“ACCESS

Through'a wide variéty of efforts,

the FTA works to change the way
people think about their own potential
and the way they view technology—
not as a luxury or a costly impossibil-
ity, but as; an essential too‘l that can

improve the performance and lives of

all people. Today, that goal is embod-

ied within—and validated by—the
Americans with Disabilities Act. In
essence, our efforts focus on sharing
and supporting the cg)mpemng vision
‘and desired state of affairs articulated

in the ADA.

FTA

Fostering Public Awareness

Staff of the FTA and ATA centers, nmk(:
presentations at conferences all over
the world, give testimony at hearings,
and advise both private and govern-
mental agencies on every aspect of
technology as'it relates to the needs
of individuals with disabilities.

[f vou would like a speaker or
aclviser on a particular topic related to
technology and disability, please contact
the FTA at (510) 528-0747.

Providing Training and
Technical Assistance

Training is perhaps the most important

['TA initiative, because it is the kevto
staving current, vital, and viable in the
field of technology. The constant intro-
duction of technological innovations
makes ongoing training critical to our
success in translating new technology

“into practical tools for the home, class-

room, and workplace. -
With the goal of tmmmg pcople
who will in turn train and support oth-

—ers in their communities, we offer

national conference opportunities,
indiviclual and regional training struc-
tured to meet local needs, and dailv
training support via telecommunica-
tions. The scope of our training is
broad, and includes technology tools
and applications, organizational man-
agement, disability awareness, and
grass-roots leadership development,
particularly for individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members.

Promoting Full Participation/Creating
an Inclusive Community

The FTA is dedicated to the full inclu-
sion of people with disabilities into the
mainstream of American life. We believe
that, beginning in school, children

with disabilities can and should be
learning alongside their peers without

CompuCID demonstrated how compuy

settings, and a variety of content areas,

disabilities. We place a high priority on

using technology to support an inclu-

sive community of learners—all with
1ique needs and gifts.

- Believing that inclusion is a pi
losophy ather than simply an educa-
tional strategy, we initiated an effort
called CompuCID {Computer Class-
room Integration Demonstration) in |
six communities across the nation:
Charlotte, Santa-Monica, Berkeley,
Seattle, Knoxville, and Denver. Fundec
hv the U.S. Department of Education,

s

ers and innovative learning strategics

“can be used to support the inclusion of

all students in general education class- ‘
rooms. Incorporating students with all \
tvpes of abilities, a range of classroom

we showed the enormous benefits
gained by all children when they have
the opportunity to learn together and
develop the social, academic, and tech-|
nical skills necessary to function effec-
tively in our society. .

Going one step further, the FTA
is piloting a program titled Models for
Integration: Science and Technology
(MIST). With the support of the NEC
Foundation of America, the FTAis de-
've_ioping innovative strategies to pro-
mote the full participation of students
in mainstream secondary science educa-
tion programs in Utica, Charlotte, and
Santa Monica. Students with and with-
out disabilities are learning about the
enabling power of assistive technology,
and are joining together to use and
adapt technology so that it is accessible
to all.

On ariother front, FTA is support-
ing the integration of voungsters with
disabilities into the Mattel Foundation’s !
Computer Learning Labs. By training
teachers in the use of assistive technol-
ogy in public schools nationwide,
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m Family support and advocacy

» CnmpL%ter camps/after-school
programs

m Public events and presentations

m Minority and low-income outreach

m Adapred-tov programs

m Workshops and user groups

m Transition training for voung adults

- m Early intervention services
m Technical support services -

® Professional development

7 Fhe Foun(l‘mon for Iuhn()i(m\
mess (FTA); provides support, trainin
[(,d rical assistance, andl encourage:
ment 1o assist AI;\ centers in expanding
their services and broadening their
impact. Upon-admission to the ATA,
cach center receives a complement

of computerequipment @ wd assistive

devices from the FTA. In addition, the
FTA Lo_nmus_. the network of centers
through a telecommunications sys-
tem (AppleLink® donated by Apple
Computer) that allows instant dissemi-
nation of new ideas and information
and easy collaboration and brainstorm-

ing about solutions to specific computer’

access problems.

The Values of the Alliance for Technology Access

We believe that:

- m People with disabilities have the right to maximum indepen-
dence and participation in all environments‘, without barriers.

m Technology can be harnessed to dlmlmsh or ehmmate
environmental barriers for people with dnsab1 ities.

® People with disabilities ,have the right to comrol and direct
their own choices, and the right to access the information
- they need in order to make informed decmons according

to their goals and interests.

m People with disabilities have the right to employ assistive
technologies, strategies for implementation, and necessary
training support to maximize their independence

and productivity.

- more information on the ATA or

- an ATA center in vour community,

nationally recognized as a leader in its

. the Henry B. Betts Award,* the ATA is

- access to the tools they need to help

The ATA has rapidly grown from a
small group of parents, consumers, and
professionals into one of the nation’s
most effective efforts devoted to en-
abling people with dlisabilities to gain
access to the full benefits of tech miog\
And public demand for services umtm-

ues to grow at a rapid rate. The nui mber
of individuals crossing center thresh-

olds, for example, went from 20,000
in 1987 to more than 80,000 in 1992, |
- Ifvouare interested in obtaining

would like assistance in developing

please contact the Foundation for
Technology Access.

The Alliance for Technology Access is

field, at the forefront of a movement
signaling major change. Directed by

Jacquelyn Brand, the 1992 recipient of

raising expectations, so that one day

all those with a disability will have

them realize their dreams.

L
P

& S
* Established in 1989, the Henry B Betts Award is
presented annually to a living individual whose work and

(influence have significantly—and positively—afiected tﬁe

quality of life for people with physical disabilities. i

F |A1123 SOLANO AVENUE S*ALBANY, CA94706-1638 m (510)528-0747 M FAX (510)528-0746




ALLIANCE

Jor
TECHNOLOGY

ACCESS

The Alliance for Technology Access

(ATA) is a growing movement of

people across the country who are .

working to redefine human potential
. through the powerful and imaginative

application of computer technology.
It consists of|a network of assistive
technology resource centers whose
members share a common vision—
and an uncommon commitment to

improvingA the quality of life for chil-

dren and adults with disabilities.

FTA

The ATA was-born out of a desire

to demonstrate how technology can be
used by evervone to transform limita-
tions into opportunities. The group
works toward this goal by providing
access to the assistive technologies and
related services that enable people to
achieve productivity, independence.
and success according to their indi-
vidual needs and interests. Based on a
spirit of collaboration and partnership,
the ATA is driven by adults and children
with disabilities, their families and

 friends, teachers and therapists, em-

ployers, service providers, technology
vendors, professional organizations,
and community agencies. All share
the belief that meaningful and lasting
change occurs when the search for
technological solutions begins with
individuals defining their own dreams
and expectations.

Each center is an independently
incorporated organization, tax-exempt
under Section 301(c)(3) of the Internal

“m Guided exploration and technical

" m Information and resource services

-m Technical assistance to emplovers

Revenue Code, with its own name,
governing board, and corporate struc-
ture. All are dedicated to serving people
of all ages with disabilities of all kinds
and have comprehensive, multifaceted
programs that reflect specific commu-
nitv needs, as well as local talents and
resources. _

Although each center is unique
in manv ways, all ATA centers provide
services that help parents, teachers,
emplovers, and children and adults
with disabilities to explore computer
systems, adaptive devices, and software
These services may include:

consultations

m Hands-on computer demonstrations

m Equipment, software, and video
loans
(continued on other side)
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technology to help those with dlsablhtles

By TOM BRADBURY

Associgte Editor

wo pictures that hint at what computers can
mean to people facing mental and physical
disabilities:

One, in the new issue of Discover magazine,
shows British physicist Stephen Hawking, familiar
for his brilliance, his wheelchair and his debilitating
battle with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, " hest-

known as Lou Gehrig's disease. His mind ranges the.

cosmos, but it is-increasingly dependent on a
computer and voice synthesizer for the communica-
tions output his body can’t provide. For millions
worldwide, his story illustrates the power of comput-
ers to liberate people from nature’s barriers.

The other picture, printed below, is closer to
home. It shows Judy Timms, executive director of
the Carotina Computer Access Center, working with
Metro School student Mary Gray Daniel during the
center's open house Thursday. The center, now four
years old and tucked into a room at Metro, is a
hands-on resource for teachers, parents and others
who need to know what computers can do to
liberate their students, their children, their clients
from the limitations imposed by disabilities.

Powerful, but confusing, technology

Computers are poweriul. They can read for the
blind, and enlarge type so the visually impaired can
read for themselves. They can speak for the
-voiceless, and provide ever-patient reinforcement
for those struggling to master speech. And they can
magnify capabilities, following instructions from a
foot switch or a head pointer or a puff straw.

But compulers are also overwhelming and expen-
sive, That's where the center comes in. Speech-lan-
guage pathologist Cindy Monroe, who has drawn on
the center in her present job with United Cerebral
Palsy and in her previous job with the Gaston-Lin-
coln Mental Center, explains:

“The neat thing about the center is that they can
keep up with technology. Technology changes
yearly, It is almost impossible to keep up with it
They've got numerous types of computers. ... It is
good for parents to go down there. They can take
their child and try different computers and see what
is best.... The center has all different types of
adaptive equipment. A child with physical probiems,
who could not type, could use a switch interface to
access the computer.”

The center is like a showroom — with a variety of
computers to try, along with the special equipment
and devices to make their power available to people
with disabilities. There's software to test and to

* borrow, and even public-domain programs that can

be copied for a token fee. As one of 46 centersin the

ORTEGA GAINES/Stat

Judy Timms, executive director of the Carolina
Computer Access Center, helps Metro School
student Mary Gray Daniel.

~ Tomorrow,”

Alliance lor Technology Access, it has national
support — and a computer network for advice and
consultation. It's a try-before-you-buy service. Ex-
cept that with a director and space provided by the
school system — and the larger part of its support
from the community and grants — it's not in the
sales business uself

Missionary outreach

Timms, her small staff and the network of
volunteers are missionaries of a sort, She taiks less
about what they have than how they serve. One

program, begun with a federal grant, provides

computers to link special ‘education and general
education in five elementary schools: Sharon,
Cotswold, Cornelius, Devonshire and Long Creek.
When summer came, the comnputers were rented to
parents of children with special needs. The center
won national recognition for another computer
project, supported by the NEC Foundation and the
Foundation for Technology Access, that brought
special needs students into the mainstream in an
East Meckienburg High biology ctass.

The center, which is just a phone cali away for
parents and teachers, took over 2,000 calls last year.
It saw aimost 300 students a momh, and provided
126 individual consuitations. It participated in an
average of seven workshops or presentations a
month, reaching at least 2,250 people. -

The statistics measure program activity, but the
dedication has deeper rools. Timms encountered
the potential of computers while working with
students with disabilities a decade ago. Her husband
built a frame to bring a hookup of television, tape
recorder and TRS-80 computer within reach of a
student in a wheeichanr “1 think how far technology
has come,” she says. "It makes me sick to think of
the kids | had 10 years ago who could be using
computers.”” That's one reason the center's door is
also open to adults with disabilities, people who
never had the opportunity as children.

Carolyn Hocutt came to the center seeking
computer help for her own visually |mpa|red son,
Before the access center opened, she said, “'it was
really hard to find what we needed. This is the
answer to a prayer.” Now she’s the center’s resource
director and a member of its board.

Volunteer John Connell, an IBM early retiree who
was working with voice-recognition software during
the open house, first came with his wife, a teacher at
Charlotte Christian School. She was looking for
programs lor learning-disabled students. He stayed
to help install equipment and soltware.

Putting technology to work

What this means was explained simply by Vicki
Davidson, educational programs coordinator at the
Gaston Comprehensive Day Center in Dallas. “"Most
of our children are nonverbal and have physical
handicaps. The computer allows them to interact
with the environment in ways that they would not
normally ‘be able to. ... It allows them to speak,
hecause we_can proqram it to speak for them, it
aliows them to turn things on and off. 1t allows them
some leisure skills, because we can set up the games
on the computer,” she’says,

We didn’t goto school to be computer program-
mers,” she adds, “but it sure wonld have been
helpful.” The center helps train new staff, andollers
advice on equipment. And, with the help of several
grants, the computer center has launched “Toots for
a regional cooperative of agencies
working with preschool children wha have disabili-
ties. “We come together as professionats,” David.-
son says, ''so we can make technotogy happenin all
our programs.”

Helping children and adulis nnctinn despite their
disabilities is not a mass-production emterprise. The
needs are complex and individual, the technology
et be oas hewildering as it is powerful. But the

- payoll can be extranrdinary.

The Carnlina Compnter Access Conter s ooe
smatl part of a much larger effort. But it is like a
computer's help key for parents and prolessionals
seeking technology to allow their children, their
students, their clients to surmount the mental and
physical barriers imposed by disabilities.
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TECHNO}OGY

November 1, 1993

V| : Carol Rasco ‘ '
RESOURCE Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
CENTER » 2nd Floor, West Wing

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500 LN

Dear Carol, - | o |

| am contacting you in my capacity as Director of the Arkansas Technology Resource
Center at the Arkansas Easter Seal Society. Our Center is a member of the Alliance for
Technology Access (ATA) which is a network of 46 assistive technology centers, %
vendors and researchers located in the United States, Virgin Islands, and Australia. All ‘
cepters provide hands on experiences with assistive technology, information, and |
trammg on assistive technology to persons with disabilities, their families, other :
profess:onals who work with them, and to all others who are interested. All ATA centers
are based on a collaborative effort of persons with disabilities, parents of children with
disabilities, and professionals. o

In addmon to being selected for membershlp in the ATA, the Arkansas Technotogy

, Relsource Center at Easter Seals was selected by the Amenican Speech Language-
Hearing Association (ASHA) as one of 11 outstanding national sites in augmentative
cor;nmumcaﬂon and by IBM, Inc., as a regional site for its Offering for Persons with
Disabilities. This recognition is based on Arkansas Easter Seals' long time commitment
to and use of assistive technology with children and adults with disabilities. The
Arl§ansas Technology Resource Center, along with the other 45 ATA sites world-wide,
serve thousands of people annually and have seen how assistive technology can assist
these people in becoming more independent at home, school, and work.

The Alliance for Technology Access will be having its Institute '94 in Washington D.C.,

~ July 18 through 21, 1994. The ATA is requesting that both you and Hillary Clinton
speak at the Instxtute if this can be worked into your schedules. Since many of the
Alhance Centers were begun and are operated by parents, the ATA is most eager to
have you speak. As Hamp's mother, you share many of their concerns, and they are -
proud that your role as a parent of a child with disabilities has made you more aware of
the battles that these families often go through. As Director of the Technology Resource
Center here at Arkansas Easter Seals, | also recall that you first got me involved

_ volunteenng at Easter Seals when Hamp was just a toddler, so | am also very proud of
youland hope that you will be able to speak at the Institute.

~ Arkansas Easter Seal Society
2801 Lee Avenue + Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
(501) 663-8331. TDD/FAX £60-1057
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Janet Hargett, a member of the Arkansas Technology Resource Center's Board of
D|r(|ectors fellow parent, and volunteer at President Clinton's Little Rock Office, is

~ assisting me in getting these letters and information to you and the First Lady." A -
per§onal letter to you from Jacquelyn Brand, Executive Director of the Alliance for
Technology Access, accompanies my letter. Jackie Brand is the mother of a teenager
wntt? cerebral palsy, who in conjunction with Apple Computer, started the Alliance for
Technology Access. She is also a very dynamic women who has received national
recognmon for her efforts in starting the ATA. She is interested in meeting with you, and
|'teel that you will have a lot of common ground.

I do get to see Hamp here at Easter Seals some times. Tim and I both need to v:sn him
soon I am also teaching a class in Elementary Education at UALR on Saturdays and
Tim works constantly trying to keep his architecture business going, so we seldom have
tlme to do anything but work. Drew is a freshman at Washington & Lee in Virginia so we

, need to have as many jobs as possible. One of Drew's prize possessions in his
dormitory room is his autographed picture of President Clinton that Sklpper Rutherford
was able to get for him. | hope that Mary Margaret is enjoying hér school in
Washington. '

| dld want you to know that as a basic middle class citizen, | am amazed that when. I do
go qut of state, how impressed | am at how many people, when they find out that I'm
from Arkansas, talk about how much they respect President Clinton for the difficult

changes that he is trying to make in this country. They also respect him because he's so |

friendly and cares about what the common citizen thinks. | am sure that many
Arkansans have experienced this, especially if they have an accent like mine which
lmmpdlately makes the other person ask, "Where are you from anyway?" We are just
all so lucky to have President Clinton and especially lucky to be from Arkansas at this
timelin history.

I hope that you will be able to speak at our Institute '94, and that you will be able to meet
with ‘IJackie Brand. She will call to set up an appointment with you. | also hope that
Janet and | are able to get this letter into your hands, especially with the thousands of
Ietters that must come to the White House each day. Yes, | will owe the next Clinton
campaign a big donation and a lot of volunteer work, if you agree to do this for us! Keep
up the good work. We are proud of you and the rest of the Arkansas staff members.

Sincerely,
Ginn{y Heiple ‘

P.S. |A packet of information on the Alliance for Technology Accéss and the Arkansas
Technology Resource Center at Arkansas Easter Seals is being mailed to you.




