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THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE TO END HOMELESSNESS, INC.

December 177, 1993

President William J. Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing as co-chairmen of the National Alliance to End Homelessness to urge you
to maintain at least the FY 94 budget level of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. HUD programs are the bedrock of effﬁrts to salvage and improve our
urban areas. Unfortunately, during the 1980s, HUD bore the brunt of domestic budget
cuts. HUD’s FY 94 budget of $25.2 billion is just 40% of the agency’s 1980 level,
adjusted for inflation.

We know of your own deep concern for the homeless and we appreciate that the
Administration i3 supporting good levels of assistance to homeless people through the
HUD McKinney programs. But long-term solutions to homelessness lie in "mainstream”
HUD programs like assisted housing, the Community Development Block Grant, and
public housing. These programs already fall far short of need (HUD estimates that at
least 5.1 million renter households need, but do not receive, assistance), and further
reductions will prevent us from :nding homelessness for those already on the street and
in emergency programs. We bzlizve that reductions may risk adding significantly to the
number of homeless people. Crime and urban decay will continue to flourish in an
environment where millions of Americans cannot count on the basic necessity of a decent
place to live.

We recognize the very difficult budgetary conditions and comnpeting demands you face this
year. Nevertheless, on behalf of our 1,750 member organizations and poor and homeless
people across the nation, we :3k you to refrain from further cuts in the HUD budget.
With adequate resources, we =z hopeful that you and Secretary Cisneros can help to
assure that no American should hzve to be homeless, ‘

Sincerely, :
Susan G. Baker Anthony S. Harrington
Co-Chairman Co-Chairman

cc: The Honorable Henry Cisneros
The Honorable Leon Panztiz

1518 K STREETNW SUITE206 WASHINGTON,DC 20005  TELEPHONE (202) 638-1526 FAX (202) 6384664
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Dear Susaqﬁ

Thank you for your letter recarding funding for the Department of
Housing and Urban Developmsnt. I share your deep éoncern for our

nation's homeless people, =nd my Administration is working hard to

I revent end relieve L’W
help £;ing_ou:_citizans-in fram_the-streets.

As HUD Secretary Henry Cisnsros has stated, addressing the problen of
homelessness is his &Lpartment's number one priority. This commitment
goes beyond providing emsrzzncy shelter for those in most desperate

need, to developing long-t:=rm solutions for families and communities
year, let me assure you thzt I will keep these goals in mind.

My Administration is continuing to move forward in our efforts to end
‘the tragedy of homelessnessz in this country. I appreciate your
involvement, and I hope I =an count on ydur support.

Sincerely,
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National Coalition. for the Homeless
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To: President William J. Clinton oppse
Secretary Henry Cisneros / »/@
Secretary Donna S-=lala ’U““‘}&
Secretary Robert I'-ch . / S P~
Secretary Mike Ec .o : Nl / / j
Secretary Jesse D:: ) V. Qi 2
Secretary Richarc ! il ey - .
Secretary Hazel C'_zary : /M" ’\ﬁ /""/M)@"ér\
Secretary Janet R: o /9’//)[ O (,/,,,W, A
Secretary Ronald 1. Brown C /0/ ,
Mwa@ cc
From:

It is time to issue a wak~-uop call to reclaim America. For America is not
simply a geographic ]ocanon, t :

to be lived. We call on you, w

citizens in bringing this idea tc -,

The United States has = long neglected the socio-economic
infra-structure needed to prev-:
policies of the last twelve ye‘ar ‘

extreme face of poverty - hom:
administration would act decisi-
But it now appears that the C!:-

PR

condition in the wealthiest nz:

not nnderstand how closé we : -

" people will experience homel-

yesterday, were appalled by t*-

_ National Coalition for the Homeless Board of Directors

i homelessness exists and is, the~

(# Ly
oAy
/nJAe

“yore importantly, it is an idea...an idea waiting //,/ /. )f«c;'/
-d you - the new Administration - to lead our ly
Q ViAo~

Qin //L ')

-omelessness. Instead, our social and economic Cjﬂ/ﬂ il
~ve created and exacerbated the most visible and “ /¢ /7?6/6/

~ness. We had high hopes that a new N
- to address the systemic causes of homelessness. PV
“n administration does not yet understand why N prodny

e, currently ill-equipped to eliminate this tragic
‘n the world, We fear the administration does
> insuring that hundreds of thousands more

-3s, many of them the same people who, onty
_redecessors.

Sher

Homelessness is an ex»- - '“nce of extreme poverty, not a set of so called

damaged people. Homelessne-

system which no longer suppc :
Homelessness is the inevitab): -
billions of dollars to be cut fr+ -

decade, a minimum wage 10 §
reduced its value, and an ant’
as whole human beings wort®
reflected in the disproportion”

-+ a consequence of a flawed socio-economic
- large number of our nation’s citizens.
-~ome of social and economic policy that allowed

ending on subsidized housing over the last

- "hanged for nine years while inflation constantly

-d health system which never did view the poor
~uality and full care. Homelessness is racism, as

~:mber of people of color who constitute this

1612 K Street, NW, #1004, Washi- -on, DC 20006 + 202-775-1322 + Fax 202-775-1316
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nation’s homeless population.

. Homeless people are fundamentally formerly housed citizens. And that is
the defining circumstance of thei: iives. If we do not have an adequate amount of
affordable quality housing, no pclicy or program development can be effective in -
eliminating homelessness.

Homeless people, advocztes and providers have been responding to the

crisis of homelessness for decz<+:. In doing so, we have come to clearly

- understand that not only do wz : :ve inadequate housing and income re-sources
for people trying to reintegrat: i:-o the larger society, but we also have had to
struggle with an inadequate soc':: support system unable, and at times unwilling,
to assist them as necessary. As = :msequence, we needed to develop programs to
replace inept systems; we hac o - “nstruct shelters to keep people from dying; we
had to care for persons remc--- | ~m the back wards of mental hospitals. whose
only alternatives were the ba:}. +s of our streets. For you see, once affordable
housing had been transformec - - parking lots, office buildings and gentrified

j residences, mainstream systern: ;- :ported by public funding had been gutted.

As long as homelessn=«: ‘< +iewed as a collective of human frailties, as

. long as we define mercy as jv . s long as we lack a national industrial policy,
we will remain incapable of z. . -uate response to the increasing rate and
extent of poverty that our n2'~  zople are suffering. We will continue to0
perpetuate the myth that Arr- ~ | =s it is currently functioning, is capable of
providing the basic human n-- * housing, food, clothing, health care, and
dignity for all our people. O srship must dare to admit the socio-economic
reasons for our ever increasi: . of poverty, or it must then honestly forecast a
future filled with more of the .. We have succumbed to a greater commitment
to a failed economic system ! - the tenets of democracy and opportunity. As
a result, competition for im:: =ningful job, housing and education
opportunities has proven fer:~  :nd for seeding persistent racism, the angry
precursors to violence and & 2 mistrust of the other. "Creating
Communities of Opportunity’. - Yy published HUD document, should mean
creating communities vested - -social infrastructure that fulfills their basic
buman needs and nothing le: - - :helters to replace housing, no begging to
replace jobs, no hallucinatin- - 'ace medicating, no condemning the victim to
replace the responsibility we - *> one another.

Your administration, thr~ - “ecretary Cisneros, has identified addressing
homelessness as a top priori - :as acted to address some of the immediate
emergency needs of people ! 1 the street today by advocating for the
expansion of the Supportive | 7 program and creating the Innovative
Homeless Fund. But, with t*- ~ive exception of pushing for the expanded
EITC program for families = =~ e childless individuals, the steps that have

. been taken have only been s -, measures which will have little impact on

stemming the growth of hor s
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We are ashamed to know that the Clinton Administra-

tion’s proposed increase in Sz

increase during the Bush yez::.

Initiative"” is being proposed as ’
g prop

its inability to address the rez!:
It overemphasizes the develor "
units, while at the same failir.
to the need for affordable ho:
homeless.

Furthermore, we want tf\

Initiative, homeless and forr= "

not had substantial particip:
warn the Clinton Administ:
Initiative as a na*'-nal cure--
this ¢ountry. The izces anc -
urban areas into the suburl -
. States. '

There are hundreds 2=

programs that have been d=
homeless famili=s and indiv*
permanently. Mot of thes: -

whose governan:: boards i
and because of ' : can ur-
people from dir-: “and cor
change what we . “ow wor’

successful programs that th,

is that for every family or i:
two more to take their pl=-
change still is not the guid::
for substantive ¢ - nge.

‘ Lastly, we rzed poh
Americans:

1. a l"=able incor -
pov ity level:

2. affordable, ¢

3. asind heal”
Pr L
We canr~' ~ontinue v' ' -

change with def:; -ceto }

~:1 8 housing was lower than the average annual
"'s are shocked to discover that the "D. C.
national model to eliminate homelessness given

:nd extent of the problem in the nation’s capital.
:it of & few service-laden transitional housing

mpond at anywhere near the scale appropriate

:ina cxty where tens of thousands of people are

ck why in the process of creating»the D.C.
~meless persons, providers and advocates have
:‘eveloping the model. Finally we want to
. svert ultimate failure by administering this
- plan cannot fit all geographic areas across

- asof- homelessness reach far beyond major

" :owns and rural communities of the United

- ndreds of models of effective and meaningful
+ and modified as needed to respond to
. ways that have ended their homelessness
s have been developed by private non-profits -
‘mneless people and who “work the streets,”
-nd clearly define the needs of homeless
-ntact and collaboration with them. Why
roblem is not that we do not have highly
covernment has funded. The problem, rather,
" successfully served, there are at least one or
: line of need. Fundamental socio-economic
~le and corrective programs cannot substitute

- * rrograms aimed at providing for all

-+ forces no family or individual below the

~using in which we can live safely;

“sunded in h‘egﬂth services for the whole

"*ics as usual - the slow fight for incremental
al control - not only stymies reform, but has
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generally worsened matters for roor and homeless people. The idea of America is

founded on equa! opportunis - - :znse of dignity. This is what we need to stand
for, now more than ever, as ¢~ =5 all over the world are encouraged to
become democracies and we, .| - =!ways have been, need to demonstrate that

democracy is right for all the ;- iz of a nation, not simply for those with more
than they need. ,

Homeless coalitions scr~+< the country will be listening very carefully to
what the federal plan will loo: . -, will be listening very carefully to see if the
response matches the extent «-  --owth of the problem. Please understand that

we are part of t++ i:izenry v - -cted you We cannot wait any longer for you

to enunciate a n~ ~nalvisi~:  ':zds the country’s citizens in reforming a

socio-economic i  “‘iructv-: - =sently inevitably creates homelessness, Our

visibility will bec- = very ¢ -»en you announce the plan. We- invite you to
i assume the lead "> requ :d homelessness. A

CC: Andrew Cucmo



April 7, 1994

Judy S. Iskowitz, Ph.D.
Educational Consultant

Unit 1F

33 Baxter Road

Willington, Connecticut 06279

Dear Judy:

Thank you for your letter regarding the inclusion of
students with disabilities and the new Assistant Secretary for
the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services,
Judith Heumann. Her appointment reflects my Administration’s
commitment to providing a quality education for all of our
children.

Time and again, I have heard parents of students with
disabilities express frustration over the lack of options
available to meet their child’s particular educational needs.
For this important reason, my 1995 budget contains significant
increases in funding for special education programs. In keeping
with the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Act, .
my Administration is committed to helping states and communities
to provide a free, appropriate education to all children. By
encouraging the inclusion of children with disabilities in
mainstream education, these initiatives go a long way toward
offering students with disabilities the individual attention
and choices they each deserve.

I'm glad to know we share a deep concern for enhancing the
capabilities of our nation’s young people, and I welcome your
involvement as we work to make their dreams become reality.
Sincerely,

BILL CLISTOR

BC/DNP/ps (Corres. #1404467)

cé+—Stan Herxr, ODP

<



As you may know, President Kennedy convened the first White House

P.3/3

.. MAR 31 ’94 12:5@AM

Dear Governor:

I am pleased to share details of the 1995 White House Conference
on Aging with you.

It Y

Conference on Aging in 1961 to address important issues relating
to older Americans. B8ubsequent White House Conferences on Aging
were held in 1971 and 19%98l1. It is with great pleasure that I
announce the upcoming May 1985 White House Conference because it
will play a significant role in the longstanding tradition of
White House Conferences on Aging. Fourteen years will have
pasged since the last Conference was held. The 1995 Conference
will be the cornerstone of our national effort to focus necessary
attention and develop policy initiatives in the field of aging,
leading our country into the twenty-first century.

The Older Americans Act, which authorizes the 1995 White House
Conference on Aging, designates the Secretary of Health and Human
Services as the Cabinet officer responsible for planning the
Conference. Last fall I announced the selection of Robert
Blancato as Executive Director, and soon I will appoint a Policy
Committee and Chairperson for the Conference.

Input into the agenda of the 1995 White House on Aging will come
from a variety of sources, including Members of Congress; the
Department of Health and Human Services; other Cabinet
Departments and independent Federal agencies; State, Territorial
and local governments; and the private sector. A high priority
of thig Administration is to ensure maximum participation by
older Americans at the local and State levels into the
devalopment of the 1995 Conference agenda. To facilitate this
goal, the White House Conference on Aging is currently planning
Regiocnal conferences, State conferences, mini-conferences on
gelaected topics and local events.

Further information regarding funding levels and application
procedures for State conferences will be forthcoming this month.
Information regarding the delegate selection process to the
Conference will be sent to you promptly after the Policy
Committee reaches consensus on this issue.

Your active support and particlpatlon in the proud tradition of
White House Conferencesz on Aging will be critical to the success
of the 1995 Conference. I believe we can work togethser to
stimulate public attention to the challenges facing older
Americans and future generations, as well as identify common
goals and solutions.

Bincerely,

Bill Clihton
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March 4, 1994

Mr. Mark S. Alper

Associate Editor

Housing Management Quarterly
Suite 700

1275 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-4052

Dear Mark:

Thank you for your letter regarding housing and employment
opportunities for persons with disabilities. I appreciate your
concerns, and I have shared your letter with my staff for further
review.

At every opportunity, I have stressed the need for
partnerships between the public and private sectors in fully
implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act and related
lawg to help ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities
in the social, cultural, and economic mainstream. I have
enclosed a copy of the proclamation I issued on this topic and
draw your attention to its emphasis on inclusion, independence,
and empowerment. These themes are at the core of our disability
policies.

As we strive to provide personal and economic security for
all our citizens, I appreciate your participation in the process.
Working together, I am certain we can meet this important
challenge.

Sincerely,

s (Corres. #1277392)
(2.alper.ms) ‘ ~

cT Stan Herr, Domestic Policy, w/incoming.
cer——B,

1 eberah—PeartgteinT94 OEOB
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Enclosure

’DEC ) O 1993

" December 13, 1993

The Honorable Thomas F. McLarty, |l |
Chief of Staff to the President '
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. McLarty:

The recent media coverage on the issue of entitlements has caused me to
record some of my own thinking on this subject, and | would appreciate your
bringing the enclosed letter to the President to his attention.

Please ‘accebt my bestAwishes to you and yours for a very Merry Christmas -
and joyous New Year. | . L .

Director of Fair Housing Programs/and g
‘Associate Editor, Housing Manggement Quarterly

¢
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December 14, 1993

President Bill Clinton

“THOUSNG The White House
MANAGEMENT 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
: ‘ Washington, D.C. 20500

" Dear President Clinton:

I WOuld like to take this opportunity to share with you some personal
observations on the matter of entitlement programs which you might find either
interesting or useful. '

As an individual with a physical disability, and as a housing professional -
specializing in the area of public and privately-owned assisted housing, | have

~ grappled long and hard with the issue of entitlements and its accompanying
problems. | applaud any and all efforts by your administration to begin to
focus on this important matter. . .

The National Center for Housing Management (NCHM), the non-profit
organization by which | am employed, has been saying for some time that
entitlement programs have created a dependency of poverty. We see this
most clearly in the government housing arena, where housing which was
originally intended to be "transitional housing" and "housing of last resort” has
become multi-generational housing occupied primarily by single-parent families
whose only experience has been tied to the welfare system. '

oo TR L TR

S

N T e T
S LT IR AT

| can recount for you numerous occasions when I've met with residents who
have become employed after years of receiving welfare. As the rules of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) tie rent to income,
these residents saw their rent jump from $25.00 per month to $400.00 per
. month. Eventhough | tried to explain that they would enjoy significantly more
4 . discretionary income even with the rent increase, almost invariably they would
¢ . give up the job within two weeks and return to the welfare rolls.

U

A E RIS LT

With respect to individuals ‘with disabilities, you are no doubt aware that
historically most individuals within this class benefited from entitlements such
_ as Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Supplemental Security Disability
; Income (SSDI). Because | have a minor mobility impairment, | have never
been forced to rely upon these programs. | did, however, benefit from a
rehabilitation program which allowed me to gain a college education and utilize
; o my intellect to become employable. Many individuals with disabilities would
g " like to work; but because of barriers which are both architectural and attitudinal
in nature, have been unable to secure that dream. :

l @® 1275 K Street, N.W. = Suite 700 = Washingfon, D.C. 20005 = (800) 368-5625 = Fax (202) 789-1179



| Page Two (2)
President Clinton
. December 14, 1993

~ Several years ago, NCHM worked with a community-based organization in the

- South Bronx, New York which successfully tied housing opportunities to job

. skills training. This was based on our recognition that many, if not most, -

~ individuals who are homeless or otherwise in desperate need of affordable
housing ‘have had precious little experience wnh job envuronments
performance standards or work ethics.

For individuals with disabilities, the passage of the Americans with Drsabxlmes
Act (ADA) was a tremendous step; yet, a recent study by the General
Accounting Office (GAO) found that "..many managers and owners of
establishments covered by the law and in our sample reported they were not
generally aware of the law or their responsibilities under it..." ("Americans with
Disabilities Act: Initial Accessibility Good But Important Barriers Remain,"
General Accounting Office, Report No. GAO/PEMD 93-16, page 1.).
Moreover, an equally employment law is Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
which covers all federally-assisted programs and activities. Government-wide
enforcement of Section 504 rests with the Department of Justice (DOJ).
Recently, a representative of the Public Affairs Division of the DOJ told me
that the Department "...isn't doing anything..." relative to the enforcement of
Section 504 and could not provide me with the name of the individual
responsible for 504 compliance at DOJ. Under the law, each executive
department was required to. promulgate its own rules and desrgnate an

mdmdual responsuble for 504 comphance . ]

If our nation is to avoid the pnfalls of contmumg dependency on entltlement

programs, then | believe we must invest in a job skills training program which

involves the private-sector. Government jobs are fine, but | think you might

agree that government workers can become dependent themselves on jobs

in the federal system. | worked for the federal government briefly, and can

assure anyone that standards of conduct, performance, and work ethics are
significantly different in the privaie sector. '

| suppose | could have slipped into entitlement programs. What saved me is

~that the work | secured made me feel challenged, valuable, and gave me a
sense of worth. These elements are vitally necessary to the success of a jobs

program.- You have to give the so-called "have nots" what it is that the

" "haves" have. If there are two people who can spur the private sector to

~ action it is yourself and the Vice President. Not because the private sector will

~'gain some minor benefit, but because in the long term it is good for business

and good for our nation as a whole.



Page Three (3)
President Clinton
December 14, 1993

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share these thoughts with you.
Please accept my warmest best wishes to you and your fine family for a
joyous Holiday season and.Happy New Year. .- ‘

Director of Fair Housing Compliangé Programs




March 7, 1994

Mr. and Mrs. David Connor

P6/(b)(6)

» Dear Donna and David:

I recently learned of David's accident,
and I wanted to express my deep admiration to
both of you for your tremendous strength and
courage. Though you are just beginning the
process of rehabilitation, your energy and
determination can be a wonderful example for
others.

As you enjoy the warmth of your growing
family, please know that Hillary and I will
keep you in our thoughts and prayers. Best
wishes to you and your family for every future
happiness.

Sincerely, %ﬁ’ @ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ%

BC/DNP/MM/ps (Corres. #1317283)
{(3.connor.d) .

(E;:) Stan Herr, Domestic Policy
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