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Dear Judy: Fhe V,‘(/W % W wolZ &/{Jné(///é&./ e

' Thank you for your letter regardingJAmerica s new Assistant Secretary

- for the Office of Special Education and%Re%abilitativa Services,
‘Judith Heumann. - Her apazi:;gggg : ny

s Convmne

“Administration's efforts to provide a quality education for all of our

children.
WL/Z\ O{C~/<$ ayé’w
Time and again, I have heard parents of disabled student%/axprass ‘
frustration over the lack of options available to meet their child's
? cadC)

4 Judmiffe
d" particular educational needs. gwﬁ_this important reason% thewbudget-i

&%%/ prapeaeé-ee~ecngrasséhoé%a1ns signiticant increases in funding for |
special education programs. In keeping with the requirements of thé
;gf Individuals with Disabilities Act, my Administration is committed té
asslstlng states and communities to provide a free, appropriate
- education to all children. By encouraging the inclusion of children
with disabilities in mainstream educaticn, these initiatives g34?<3223&1

way toward offaring &%sabted studentsﬂthe individual attentio;1theY‘QQCA

deserve. ;
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I'm glad to know we share a deep concern for the—weifare'ogkgﬁs .

nation'’s young people, and I welcome your involvement as we work to :
make thelr dreams become realities.

Sincerely, : S o | o

BC
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Nancy Winkelman, Esquire

P6/(b)(6)

February 21, 1994

President William Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

I am the parent of a child with a significant disability.
I am also an attorney. I spend an enormous amount of time and
energy advocating for my daughter, and especially for her right to
be in as integrated settings as possible. I have been guite
successful, and, most of all, Sonia has been gquite successful.
People who knew her as a member of a segregated "pre-school l
handicapped" class can hardly believe the well=-adjusted, sociable,
connected eight year old second grader that Sonia has become =-- in
her neighborhood school, -in a regular class, with her natural
peers.

- I am, therefore, so pleased that you chose Judith Heumann
as Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services. I know that Ms. Heumann shares many of my
values, and my vigion for what is so "“special®™ about "special"
education. That is, Ms. Heumann believes, as I do, that special '

-.a....-.&l,un L on wmands -y ~ i
pravided in tha mast Intagratad”envizonment’ passible.nd "honld be

I applaud you and Ms. Heumann. Please Kknow that many
parents like myself feel very alone out here, fighting difficult
battles that we didn’t choose, when our lives are already much morei
complicated than they should be. It makes a huge difference to
know that there are people in power who will not let us down.

Sincerely,

Nancy Winkelman
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Judy S. luzkowitz, Ph.D.

P6/(b)(6)

A Commitment to Enhancing Quality of Life

January 31, 1994

Honorable President Bill Clinton
¢/0 The White House
Washingron, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

| am taking this opportunity to acknowledge you for your choice of Ms. Judith Heumann as the
Assistant Secretary of the Office of Special Education and Rehabilltatve Services (OSERS). As an
educational consultant who works with individuals with disabilities and their families, I am
exciled that Ms. Heumann has been selected for this leadership position. She has always been a
staunch supporter and advocate for children, youth, and adults with djsabilities. As a
professional who struggles working with individuals and their families to make Incluslve
education a reality and a quality educadon, | feel uplifted to know that support is present at the
federal level. For all of us to create a caring, safe, and humane world, our efforts start with
education. | have been living In the state of Connecticut for elght years and have been frustrated
by the lack of commitment and leadership within the realm of special education. My hope s that
Ms. Heumann will be able to rally state directors and boards of education along with officials in
power to see the importance and dire need of all young peopie with and without disabilities to
have opportunities 10 reach their full potential and lead a rich life; being included in all aspects
of human living is the only way that this can occur.

I applaud and acknowledge Ms. Heumann for her stand about inclusion, Furthermore, |
acknowledge her for the leadership role she took in the Amicus Brief supporting the Rachel
Holland case. She has taken a courageous stand and one that has controversy associated with it.
You too, as the President, have been in the position to take a stand and proposed ideas that have
been viewed as revolutionary at imes. Change will occur as each one of us takes a stand and sees
that each of us can and does make a difference. Ms. Heumann possesses the abllities to make
these necessary changes happen in education. 1 want to urge you to continue to support her in the
position of the Assistant Secretary of OSERS.

I thank you for your attention in this matter and | hope that the 1994 year brings you and our
country closer to the dreams that we have for ourselves and for the world.

Sincerely,

;judy S. IgkKowitz, Eh.D.

Educational Consultant

c¢: Ms. Judith Heumann
Secretary Richard Riley
~u Ms. Marilyn Wessels

!
2B
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NORTH COR/T CUED ("hmzecn JERVICES
President Bill Clinton : January 10, 1994
c/o The White House :
Washington DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

I wish to express my appreciation that you appointed Judith Heumann as
Assistant Secretary of the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services (OSERS), who is proving to be a champion for students who have
disabilities. ;

I especially applaud her strong stand for integrating children with
disabilities in the regular classroom. She is quite right that "separate but
equal is not acceptable" for indeed, separate is not equal.

Separate is not equal for students who are deaf or hard of

hearing, either. As a teacher of the deaf, I have worked in a variety of

situations across the United States, Connecticut to Hawaii, in

- state and private residential schools,

self-contained classes in spemal public schools for handxcapped
children,

self-contained classes in regular elementary schools,

resource classrooms with flexible cross-integration (deaf students
participating in regular classes, and normally-hearing students
with tutorial needs participating in the resource classroom),

home mstructmn for students from. preschoolers through age 21,
and

lipreading instruction for adults who are hearing impaired.

While every setting has its strengths and weaknesses, my students received
their best education, and I as a teacher was challenged the most to expand
my students’ curriculum, by being integrated with normally-hearing peers.

Bravo to Ms. Heumann for being a strong advocate for inclusion and high
expectations for students with disabilities!

Sincerely yours,
Pamela H. Beck o
cc: Heumann, Riley

23970 Hermitage Road » Cleveland, OH 44122 » Telephone: 292-6213
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g NATIONAL
DQ TUBEROUS SCLEROSIS
.‘ ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS ‘ : MEMBER
Nationol Conlihon for Reseorch in

Meurologicol ond Communicative Disoraers

Nationol Heath Council i

HNational Organizotion for Rare Disorders

- February 7, 1994voueury mxmgencms"

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

I am the Medical Director for the National Tuberous Sclerosis Association, and I represent
children with Tuberous Sclerosis who have disabilities and who live in every state in the U.S.
- T would like to thank you, on behalf of all of these children and their families, for appointing
Ms. Judith Heumann to the position of Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special Education
and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) within the Department of Education. It has beea reported
to me that Ms. Heumann recently made some bold statements at a conference in California
regarding children with disabilities and their right to be educated in their “least restrictive
environment®. I do not know if you are aware that this requirement of the Individual with
Disabilities Education Act is violated time after time, and that children with disabilities, because
of their disabilities, are not allowed to go to their neighborhood schools together with their peers,
- their brothers and sisters.

1 am grateful that you have appointed a strong leader in Washington, D.C. who will advocate
for the rights that children with disabilities have to inclusion. Perhaps now IDEA will be
implemented as it was initially intended, and the segregation of children with disabilities will
come to an end in all our schools.

Sincerely,

4*“")
Vicky Holets Whittemore, Ph.D.
Medical Director

cc:  Assistant Secretary Judith Heumann
Secretary Richard Riley
Schools Are for Everyone, mc.v”
Coalition for Integration of the Disabled, Inc.
NTSA President Barbara Witten

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO RESEARCH. EDUCATION AND SUPPORT
8000 CORPORATE DRIVE, SUTE 120 » LANDOVER. MD 20785 » 301-459-9888 o 800-225-NTSA o FAX 301-450-0304
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R
ial Office Buiidi
Governor’s Planning Councii ggg e e? ice Building
on Developmental Disabillties St. Paul, Minnesota 55155
~ Minnesota Department of Administration ' (612) 298-4018 voice

(612) 296-9962 TDD
(812) 297-7200 tax

January 26, 1994

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

It has been brought to my attention that Assistant Secretary of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services, Ms. Judith Heumann, has been actively promoting the earoll-
ment of students with disabilities in regular education classrooms in their neighbor-
hood school.

Such placements, especially when training and supports are provided, have been en-
couraged by the Minnesota Governor 5 Planmng Councll on Dcvclopmental Disabili-

DL A TS TIR P TYLNS DRIV o B ca Beeme welibh dlawbliVielan amd shnie

Cordially,

Colleen Wieck, Ph.D.
Executive Director

CW/amc
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CAROLYN M. AND HOWARD J. DOUECK

| 344 Fioycroht Boulevard « Buffalo, NY 14226 « (716) 839-3678

January 29, 1994

Pregident Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

Thank you for appeinting Judith Heumann to the position of
Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services within the Department of Education.

It is important that all students have the opportunity to be
educated with their non-disabled peers.

When parents, teachers, students and administrators, and those
who represent us politically, work together to develop viable
educational options for children with special needs, we will
achieve quality education for all children.

Thank you once again, and thank Judy Heumann for paving the way
for children with disabilities to reach their goals and rlghts to
contribute to this society.

On a separate note, we have been very pleased with your

leadership. Xeep up the good work!
Sinceral&,
OA( sgw,((
slm @m&\ , A

Carolyn and Howard Doueck

cc: Richard Riley
Judith Heumann




MEMORANDUM TO CAROL H. RASCO
FROM: Stanley S. Herr
SUBJ: Meeting with SAFE representatives on inclusion

DATE: March 14, 1994

Per your request, I met with Marilyn Wessels (NY), a leader on
the Schools Are For Everyone, Inc. (SAFE) coalition, and ten
other members of that organization. Their main theme was to urge
"leadership" and "muscle flexing" in the enforcement of the least
restrictive educational (LRE) mandate of IDEA. We were their i
first stop before meeting with Judy Heumann and Tom Hehir of
OSERS and their agenda focused on four items:

1. More effective and timely monitoring, compliance and
enforcement actions around the LRE requirement.

They asserted that there had only been one enforcement
action against a state for breach of 'IDEA (VA -- on lack of a
FAPE for students subjects to disciplinary proceedings). ' ’

They sought a climate more supportive of "monitoring with }
teeth."”

They brought to my attention a class action filed in CT by a
well-respected advocate on faulty implementation of LRE, and the
imminent filing of a similar case in PA for one sub- class that is
unduly segregated and another that is mainstreamed without
adequate support. These actions are private ones, and I would
presume may raise indirectly or otherwise the federal role in ‘
monitoring and approving state IDEA plans. ' 1

2. Assurances of Presidential support for Judy Heumann and Tom [
Hehir as they speak out on school inclusion and hopefully conduct
the compliance actions being sought. ,

They have launched a letter writing campaign to the
President urging support for inclusion and for Judy. They d4did so
in response to a coalition on the other side called ACTION,
composed of some 40 groups such as schools for the blind and
deaf, private schools for children with disabilities, that were
aroused by strong statements of Judy's in California in the Fall
on inclusion.

They wanted to know "the impact of letters to the President




and were miffed that letters sent in late February had either
elicited no response or a response on a different subject. (They
showed me a long letter from the President, albeit on the Goals
2000 law that did seem responsive to them -- or me).

I've advised Jim Dorskind in Correspondence to be on the
lookout for these letters, and at his request offered to provide
some input for their response.

3. Unhappiness about uneven quality and responsiveness of P&As
around the country on handling inclusion cases.

They had had a meeting with NAPAS, the trade association for
the P&As, and felt the response was simply defensive. [They do,
however, have a way with language that can be offputting at
times, such as referring to the "nonfeasance of P&As" that might
produce defensiveness]

I suggested that concerns and issues about P&As fell within
Commissioner Bob William's agency and that they might wish to
advise him.

I also suggested that given the legitimate areas of autonomy
that P&A offices have in their case selection processes, they
might well wish to send educational materials to those offices on
the importance of their issue, recent landmark cases, etc.. !

4. Complaints about insensitive language used by some Bush

- appointees to national committees and urging appointment of

parents and advocates to such committees as the National Council
on disability and the PCMR. '

Here I was able to tell them the good news about our
sensitive appointments of people with disabilities to the
chairmanship of NCOD and three slots on the PCEPWD.

In summary, I promised to relay their issues to you, which I
trust this memo has accomplished. I obtained their
acknowledgement that the special education system should afford
choice for parents since some parents want inclusion, and others
do not. I noted your warm interest in policies affecting persons
with disabilities. And finally I said I would look into the
matter of the letters (they had a whole sheaf of them) since they
seemed a little crest fallen that they had not had an immediate
response. On the whole, they seem to have reasonable concerns on
item 1 since recurrent problems with the implementation of IDEAS
did not elicit much of a response in Reagan-Bush years.
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A G E N D A

March 14, 1994
3:00 P.M.

I. OSERS should develop a policy statement which will
ensure that any removal from regular education is justified,
and that when placing children in other than regular
classrooms, a plan for transitioning the youngster back into
regular education must be included in the IEP.

II. OSERS must provide incentives, both fiscal and
otherwise to encourage states and local districts to move
more swiftly toward inclusion.

ITII. OSERS should focus more on personnel preparation,
especially for regular classroom teachers in the area of
inclusion.

IV. OSERS should stress through communication with the
states, the requirement found in IDEA regarding the
identification and dissemination of promising practices.
Furthermore, this component of IDEA should be strongly
monitored to ensure that states are implementing this very
important segment of the lawv.

V. OSERS needs to develop a criteria, policy and procedures
to govern Secretarial Reviews.

VIi. MONITORING

A. OSEP needs to develop a nationwide placement dec131on
maklng form in conJunctlon with OCR.. :

B. OSEP should improve timelines and provide sanctions when
states are monitored and found out of compliance if they do
not come into compliance within a reasonable amount of

time. In addition, it is imperative that the monitoring go
hand-in-hand with approval of state plans.

C. OSEP needs to ensure that state educational agencies
require’ school districts to justify placing children in
other than regular classrooms. This justification must
appear in the IEP.

D. OSEP needs to ensure that state educational agencies
require school districts to include a plan for transitioning

A national coalition for integration of all students with disabilities through supported education




a student back into regular education, once the de0151on has
been made to remove the child.

E. OSEP should prepare a tralnlng module to assist parents
and other advocates to better participate during the time of
hearings in preparation for monitoring. 1In addition,
parents and/or advocacy organizations should be involved at
the time of the actual monitoring at least at the exist

- interview.

F. Copies of draft monitoring reports must be released.te
the publxc at the time the state educat1onal agenc1es
receive them.

G. Formal timelines must be developed and adhered to
regarding the implementation 'of the Corrective Action
Plans. There must also be consistent and thorough follow-up
to ensure the CAP's implementation at the local level.

VII. OSERS continues to annually report to the Congress,
data from each state which indicates variations in placement ra
and variations of placement rates by disability category yet
no connections seem to be made between that data .and LRE

tes

violations.
" 4 ‘ ‘\\ s o s 3
VIII. Contlnuation of Monitoring Liaison Committee.

The. following are add1t1onal items whlch we ‘would like to
discuss: . :

IX. Blue Rlbbon Schools of Excellence - crlterla for
nominations. ‘

X.o Reauthorization - timelines and issues.,
XI. Parent Training Centers - reluctance of some to assist
parents in obtaining inclusive education; unwillingness to be

involved in system change issues.

XII. Need to marshall some media attent1on publlclzlng
inclusion.

If any of the above items need clafification, please feel
free to contact me at the number listed above. o




ScHooLs ARE For EVERYONE, INc.

Please Re#pond To:
(518) 377-8074

‘A 6 E N D A
~March 14, 1994 .

(1) Monitoring of states by Office of Special Education,
U. S. Department of Education - compliance/enforcement.
For example, time lines and sanctions. .

(2) Ccontinued support for Judy Heumann and Tom Hehir - we:
would like. to discuss the impact of letters: ertten to the
President and reasons for doing so.

(3) The need for Protection & Advocacy organlzations'around
the country to provide support to parents when they seek
-inclusionary programs.

(4) App01ntment of parents and advocates to national

committees such as the President's Committee on Mental
Retardation and the National Council on Disability.

ot
;

A national coalition for integration of all students withi disabilities through supported education
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Please Respond To:

(518) 377-8074

FPAX TRANSMITAL COVER SHEET
TRANSMITTAL TO:

Stan Herr

FROM: Marilyn R. Wessels DATE: March 8, 1994

RE: . -
P March 14th meeting at i?saﬁﬁfﬁj::::;7
N "

FAX # BEING CALLED:

(202) 456-7028

# OF PAGES 1 INCLUDING COVER SHEET.

MESSAGE: In addition to the eleven names I faxed to
you last week, I would like to add two other names and
I hope that this will not be a problem. The names with

” their birth dates are: Jacalyn Yingling P6i(b)6) |and
III%M&E!FI

Kathleen McCarthy-Proulx, I thank you for
your assistance in setting up this meeting and look

forward to meeting you personally. ,
L/KZoa*hh 2;;j:7
———————

Mi~d, 1Yy [{3D

A national coalition for integration of all students with disabilities through suppamd' ct[ucafian
|



REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS

To:  Officer-in-charge
Workers and Visitor Entrance System
Room 065, OEOB :

Please admit the following appointments on March 14, , 1994
for ¢ Stanley Herr : of Domestic Affairs WH.
{name of person to be visited) ‘ i (agency) '
NAME | , DATE OF BIRTH - SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
YINGLING, JACALYN
» o P6/(b)(6)
McCARTHY-PROULX Kathleen
MEETING LOCATION
Building OEQB ' Requested by S. Herr
Room No. 211 Room No. 224 Telephone x66585
Time of Meeting 1:30 p.m. Date of request ___March ‘9' 1994

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to five .(5) names or less.

'WAVES Center: ~ WHITE HOUSE — 456-6742

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE SSF 20%7 nAK
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SA F E ScHooLs ARe For EVERYONE, INC.

Please Respond To:

(518) 377-8074

FAX TRANSMITAL COVER SHEET
TRANSMITTAL To: Stan Herr

FROM: - Mariiyn R.,Wessels DATE: 3/2/94
RE: March 14th meeting at 1:00 p.m.

FAX # BEING CALLED: (202) 456-7028

# OF PAGES 16 INCLUDING COVER SHEET.

MESSAGE:

A national coalition for integration of all students with disabilities through supported education
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SA F E ScHooLs ARE Fon EVERYONE, INC.

Please Respond To:
(518) 377-8074

A el B N D A
March 14, 1994

(1) Monltoring of states by Office of Special Education,
U. S. Department of Education - compliance/enforcement.
For exampie, time lines and sanctions.

(2) Continued support for Judy Heumann and Tom Hehir - we
would like to discuss the impact of letters written to the
President and reasons for doing so.

(3) The need for Protection & Advocacy organizations around .
the country to provide support to parents when they seek
inclusionary programs.

(4) Appointment of parents and advocates to national

committees such as the President's Committee on Mental
Retardation and the National Council on Disability.

g

A national coalition for integration of all students with disabilities through supported a{zémtiqn
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SAFE _ScHooLs ARe For EVERYONE, INc.

Please Respond To:
(518) 377-8074

MEMORANDUM TO: Stan Herr

FROM: Marilyn R. Wessels
RE: March 14, 1994 meeting
DATE: March 2, 1994

We are pleased to have the opportunity to meet with you on
March 14, 1994. As per your request I am sending along a
few coples of letters sent to the President, background
information on SAFE taken from something I wrote for a
recent publication, our agenda and a list of those who are
planning on attending which includes their birth dates.

I will be away until this weekend but hope to speak with you
on Monday in order to determine the time that we will be
meeting with you. I hope that you will be able to provide
me with that information at that time because of the need to
notify those planning on attending about thelr arrival time
in Washington.

Pleasa express my disappointment to Carol Rasco that she will
be unable to meet with us. I personally wvanted to have that
opportunity since we are both parents of adult sons with
disabilities. If by any chance she is available at the time
of our meeting for even a few minutes we would appreciate
having the opportunity to meet her.

A national coalition for integration of all students with disabilities through supported education
; E
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ces. For more
ecutive Director,

ucation, 45 Soyth Main Street, W. Hartford, CT 06107.
National Level Advocacy: SAFE »

There are a plethora of organizations concerned with {ssues affecting
persons with disabilities. However, there is only one national, North
American organization -- Schools Are For Everyone, Inc. (SAFE) -- that has
as its exclusive focus the topic of school inclusion for children with
disabilities.

. At the end of 1984, the New York State Assoclation for Retarded
Children, Inc. (NYSARC) received what seemed to be an unusual number of !
calls from parents concerned about the fact that their children with '
disabilities were receiving their education in segregated settings. in some
instances, in non-school buildings. Despite a series of letters between the
ARC's Director and the Commissioner of the State Education Department,
little happened to improve the situation. It was the belief of NYSARC
members, that the State Education Department probably did not intend, at
that point in time, to make any significant demands upon the school
districts to alter the situation. This prompted NYSARC to file a formal
complaint with OSERS charging the New York State Education Department
with failing to appropriately implement the least restrictive environment
(LRE) requirement of PL 94-142.

Early in 1986, in an attempt to get a handle on how well states
outside of New York were fulfiliing the LRE mandate, NYSARC conducted a
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survey and learned that the segregation of children was not unique to New
York. NYSARC decided to take the lead and called a national meeting in
Washington, D.C. on integration. The meeting was scheduled for October of
that year. As word got out regarding the meeting, people representing
many of the major state and national advocacy organizations asked to be
invited. Attending that first meeting, were individuals from New York.
lllinofs, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Washington, D.C., Maryland, Missouri,
Texas, Massachusetts, California, lowa, Ohio, and Georgla. It was the
unanimous decision of the attendants of the meeting that the group needed
to form a coalition, broaden its membership. and eventually formalize itself
so as to have a positive impact on integration of children with disabilities
throughout the school systems of North America.

SAFE was founded in the Fall of 1986 under the name of the National
Coalition on Least Restrictive Environment. At that point in time, its main
goal was to create an awareness within the U.S. Department of Education
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) of the
many individuals and organizations concerned with school inclusfon for
children with disabilities. Its members wished to demonstrate to OSERS
that the vast majority of parents in the United States wished to have their
youngsters educated in regular classes within their neighborhood schools.
The name, Schools Are For Everyone or SAFE, was adopted in December of
1988. :

SAFE is a national coalition which supports full inclusion of all
students with disabilities through supported education. It is united in an
effort to promote the availability of educational services for all students,
regardless of disability at the school they would attend {f they did not have
a disabllity. SAFE is based upon the following premises:

o All students have a right to learn, play, and work with students their
own age in the same schools and classrooms attended by their
brothers, sisters, and neighbors; and that every public school be both
physically and programmatically accessible to all students.

o The ratio of students with disabilities to students without disabllities
in schools and classrooms should not exceed that found in the

general population.

a3




83/62/1994 18:27 1 : PAGE 0
15-13

o All students regardless of individual needs must be provided with
necessary and appropriately trained and supported stafl, related
services, individualized curricula, and assistive equipment needed to
provide an individualized and appropriate education in regular, age-
appropriate classrooms and community settings.

o Full inclusion should be approached as a value and the underlying
philosophy by which we educate ALL studenWE believes that
successful inclusion requires reconceptualizing teacher education
programs so that all educators and administrators are prepared to
work with the full range of students in inclusive settings.
Educational preparation should emphasize the elimination of
traditional separations between "regular" and "special” education and
should stress the shared responsibility of al] educators.

o Full inclusion requires the ongoing, shared responsibility of students,

. parents, educators, administrators and the community-at-large.

o All parents and students should be valued and respected members of
the education team.

o All students are best educated in supported settings which are
heterogeneous in all ways. ‘

These premises or goals are part of and consistent with larger school
reform efforts which seek to make schools Inclusive and responsive to all
students.

SAFE serves as the "full inclusion” voice in Washingten, D.C.,
educating decision makers on legislation related to inclusive educational
programaming for all students. It publishes a newsletter, The Safety Net.
which keeps parents, educators, and other consumers informed about
current court cases, legislation, educational programs, and success stories
related to full inclusion. SAFE coordinates a parent-professional network
that provides those working for full inclusion with information and |
personal resources to help them in their efforts. It helps parents find
within their respective states the "right people” to call for assistance and
support.
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SAFE has coordinated national letter writing campaigns in order to
prompt attention to critical issues. One such campaign was conducted in
April of 1980, The writing campaign focused on convincing OSERS of the
need to take a strong leadership position on school inclusion. Desplite the
hundreds of informative and poignant letters received by OSERS, it was
SAFE's evaluation that the stories related in the letters failed to have the
desired impact. As a result, a meeting between SAFE representatives and
the OSERS administrator was held in June of 1990. At that meeting
OSERS was informed that SAFE's members had voted unanimously to take
more aggressive action including the possibility of: a) using the media to
express SAFE's frustration with OSERS for refusing to take a leadership
position on school inclusion; b) conduct another letter writing campalgn to
- inform members of Congress that OSERS refused to take such a leadership
role; and c) flling a lawsuit against OSERS for continuing to fund states not
in compliance regarding inclusion and for failing to develop an appropriate
monitoring too! to ensure compliance with the LRE provisions of PL 94-
142. | | |

SAFE also promotes the development of local, regional, and state
SAFE affiliates. According to the organization's by-laws, the only
requirements for becoming an affiliate are that the affiliate fully adopt
SAFE's Philosophy Statement and that at least one member of the affiliate
join National SAFE. The Connecticut Coalition for Inclusive Education s
one of many North American organizations that have affiliated with SAFE.
For more information concerning SAFE, write SAFE, P.O. Box 583,
Syracuse, New York 13210.
CONCLUSION |

Belasco (1990}, in his bogj*Tea g the Elepha ance, writes

focuses upon the businepé A to compete to survive, mgch
of what he has to sa ) ? Belasco
describes his varjg

organizations g# . of s to elephants,

~ bgifa learn through cgfiditioning. Tr. s shackle ydung elephants
with heavy chains {o deeply embedded stakes. In that way the
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CONNECTICUT

Kathy Jortner

Connecticut Coaliton for |
Inclusive Education for
Students with Disabilitics
¢/0 Connecticut Arc

1030 New Britain Ave.
West Hartford, CT 06110
203 - 953 - 8335

Ginger Spiers
Marion Lewis
Southwestern Connecticut

Coalition for Inclusive Ed.

9 Suburban Drive
Norwalk, CT 06851
203 - 846 - 1064

FLORIDA

Lillian Pollo

Coalition for Integration of
the Disabled

5973 S.W. 42nd Terrace

Miami, FL. 33155

305 - 661 - 7049

305 - 362 - 0748

IOWA

Cheryl Ogle

Iowa SAFE

408 N.W. Bcachwood
Ankeny, IA 50021

Lyane Sommerstein
Woestern New York SAFE
15 Shadow Wood Drive
E. Amherst, NY 14051
716 - 688 - 7928

" Ellen Gallagher-Holnies

Co-Chair

Lynne Sommerstein
Co-Chair

New York SAFE
Advocates for Children
24-16 Bridge Plaza South
Long Istand City, NY 11101
718 - 729 - 8866

Henrnietta Messier

~ Parent & Profesional

Special Education
Advocacy Council, Inc,

- 58 Hudson Avenue

Green Island, NY 12183

Ellen Tamayo

President

Long Island SAFE

248 N, Hewlett Avenue
Merrick, NY 11566
516 - 378 - 0477

Charlene Cook
Co-Chair \
Greater Rochester SAFE
38 Kimberly Ann Drive

As we continue to grow, New York State welcomes two more regional 1*»:hapucrs 0
board, the Mid-Hudson SAFE and Parents & Educators for Inclusive Educauon i
Syracuse. We also welcome a new Connecticut chaprer, the Southwestern Connccna
Coalition for Inclusive Educaton!

OHIO

Linda Griffin

President, Ohio SAFE

¢/o0 The Arc of Ohio

1335 Dublin Rd, Ste. 205-C
Columbus, OH 43215

614 - 487 - 4720

TENNESSEE

Joyce Marshall

Parents Association for the

Rights of Educating
Non-Traditional Students

2017 McCliain Drive

Knoxville, TN 37912

615 - 6B7 - 5090

615 - 688 - 4929

TEXAS
Carmen Ramirez
El Paso SAFE

9305 Hollings
El Paso, TX 79954

Robert Dunning
Metroplex SAFE

6106 Hedge Apple Court
Arlington, TX 76017

Brenda Reusser

If you haven’t given any thought to forming a chapter in your neck of the woods v.la

I

not? SAFE is a grassroots movement—our strength lies in the number of members we ha
and the ability of these members 1o contact others when issues come up thatneed addresslng
One way to strengthen SAFE is to develop state and regional chapters, For more infor
mation, please contact SAFE at P.O. Box 9503, Schenectady, NY 12309.518-377-807

]
Steve or Dorothy Hull
Bast Texas SAFE
$:. 97 1
Lake Chcrukcc
Henderson, Tx 75652

Charlene Comstock-
Galagan 1
Co-Chair, Texas SAFE
P.O. Box ssssl

Austn, Tx 787‘63

800 - 2582 - 9629 « wyrk
512 - 467 - 9509 - home -
§12 - 454 - 4956 - fax

Dorothy Hull
Co-Chair, Texas SAFE
ST 97 Lake Chcrokee
Henderson, TX| 75652
906 - 643 - 0936 - hom¢
903 - 643 - 093{6 - fax

WASBINGTOiN

Victoria N. lnu%icn
Washington SAFE
10110 NE 144th Court
Bothell, WA 98011
206 - 364 - 4645

WISCONSIN

Jacquelinc Philpott
Wiscousin SAFE|

515 - 964 - 8711, Rochester, NY 14606 Houston Arca SAFE
716 - 247 - 5403 4509 Beech i}?‘ S“Eg ?:;gsm
NEW YORK Beliaire, TX 77401 adison
. 608 - 274 - 255?
. Georgia Atkin Joy Cascy, President ‘ |
M?:rga ds ; AFE Parents & Educators for Jeff Tate
1c- andson . Inclusive Education Capaital Arca SAFE Room for youx new
o 12553 P.O. Box 1655 1600 West 38th St., 200 SAFE Chaptcr
Y oo in, TX 78731 hth
914 - 565 - 9615 Syracuse, NY, 13201 Ausfm fig cre:
A Publication of Schools Are for Everyone | Page

I
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SA FE ScHooLs ARe For EVERYONE, INC.

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT

SAFE is a national coalition united in an effort to promote the availability of educational
services for all students, regardless of disability at the school they would attend if they did not
have a disability. ~ |

SAFE believes that all students have a right to leamn, play, and work with students their own
age, in the same schools and classrooms attended by their brothers, sisters, and neighbors; and
that every public school be both physically and programatically accessible to all students.

SAFE believes that the ratio of students with disabilities to students without disabilities in
schools and classrooms should not exceed that found in the general population.

SAFE believes that all students regardless of individual needs must be provided with necessary
and appropriately trained and supported staff, related services, individualized curricula, and
assistive equipment needed to provide an individualized and approprate education in regular,
age-appropriate classrooms. '

SAFE believes that full inclusion should be approached as a value and the underlying philosophy
by which we educate all swdents. We believe that successful inclusion requires
reconceptualizing teacher education programs so that all educators and administrators are
prepared to work with the full range of students in inclusive settings. Educational preparation
should emphasize the elimination of traditional separations between "regular" and “special”
education and should stress the shared responsibility of all educators and administrators for all
students. ' \

- SAFE believes that full inclusion requires the ongoing, shared responsibility of students, |
parents, educators, administrators, and the community at large.

SAFE believes that all parents and students should be valued and respected members of the
educational team.

SAFE believes that all students are best educated in supported settings which are heterogeneous

in all ways. Our goals are part of and consistent with larger school reform efforts which seek
to make schools inclusive and responsive 10 all students.

[adopted 12/88; revised 12/90]
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ScHooLs ARe For EVERYONE, INC.

Please Respond To: \

(518) 377-8074 ' : a

MEMORANDUM TO: R. Miller

FROM: Marilyn R. Wessels
RE: Scheduling of a meeting with Carol Rasco
DATE: February 24, 1994

Representatives of Schools Are For Everyone, Inc. will be
in Washington on March 14th to meet with Judith Heumann and
Thomas Hehir. Our meeting is scheduled for 3:00 p.m. We

would also llke the opportunity to meet with Carol Rasco
while in Washington.

In order to arrange flight times for myself and others I
would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible.

I vill be in my office after 12:00 Noon today, on Thursday
between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. and on Friday, after

3:00p.m. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

|
{

4 national coalition for integration of all students with disabilities through supported ec{ucatxbn\
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Those attending the meeting at the

follows:
NAME

Lisa Baach
V/Judith Gran
/'Kathy Jortner

)JoAnn Marshall
/'Jcseph M. Marshall Jr.
Y Alma Joyce Marshall

Mark Mléwer
/ Susan Mustard
j. Lynne'Scmmerstein

Robert Sommerstein

| Marilyn R. Wessels

White on March 14 are as

BIRTHDATE

P6/(b)(6)
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and were miffed that letters sent in late February had either
elicited no response or a response on a different subject. (They
showed me a long letter from the President, albeit on the Goals
2000 law that did seem responsive to them -- or me).

I've advised Jim Dorskind in Correspondence to be on the
lookout for these letters, and at his request offered to provide
some input for their response.

3. Unhappiness about uneven quality and responsiveness of P&As
around the country on handling inclusion cases.

They had had a meeting with NAPAS, the trade association for
the P&As, and felt the response was simply defensive. [They do,
however, have a way with language that can be offputting at
times, such as referring to the "nonfeasance of P&As" that might
produce defensiveness]

I suggested that concerns and issues about P&As fell within
Commissioner Bob William's agency and that they might wish to
advise him.

I also suggested that given the legitimate areas of autonomy |
that P&A offices have in their case selection processes, they
might well wish to send educational materials to those offices on
the importance of their issue, recent landmark cases, etc..

4. Complaints about insensitive language used by some Bush
appointees to national committees and urging appointment of
parents and advocates to such committees as the National Council
on disability and the PCMR.

Here I was able to tell them the good news about our
sensitive appointments of people with disabilities to the
chairmanship of NCOD and three slots on the PCEPWD.

In summary, I promised to relay their issues to you, which I
trust this memo has accomplished. I obtained their .
acknowledgement that the special education system should afford
choice for parents since some parents want inclusion, and others
do not. I noted your warm interest in policies affecting persons
with disabilities. And finally I said I would look into the
matter of the letters (they had a whole sheaf of them) since they
seemed a little crest fallen that they had not had an immediate
response. On the whole, they seem to have reasonable concerns on
item 1 since recurrent problems with the implementation of IDEAS
did not elicit much of a response in Reagan-Bush years.
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April 7, 1994

Judy S. Iskowitz, Ph.D.
Educational Consultant

Unit 1F

33 Baxter Road

Willington, Connecticut 06279

Dear Judy:

Thank you for your letter regarding the inclusion of
students with disabilities and the new Assistant Secretary for
the Office of Special Education and Rehabllitative Services,
Judith Heumann. Her appointment reflecte my Administration‘s
commitment to providing a quality education for all of our
children. :

Time and again, I have heard parents of students with -
disabilities express frustration over the lack of options g’g

available to meet their child's particular educational needs. !~
For this important reason, my 1995 budget contains siqnificap{
increases in funding for special education programs. In keeping
with the requirements of the Individuales with Disabilities Act,

. my Administration is committed to helping states and communities
to provide a free, appropriate education to all children. By
encouraging the inclusion of children with disabilities in
mainstream education, these initiatives go a long way toward
offering students with disabilities the individual attention

and cholices they each deserve.

I'm glad to know we share a deep concern for enhancing the
capabilities of our nation's young people, and I welcome your
involvement as we work to make their dreams become reality.

sincerely,

70288 2




