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Eebruary 21 1996

: The Honorable Roy Rorner ‘ o :
. Governor - e A
" State of Colorado =~ - - . L
- 136 State Capitol B
" Denver, Colorado 80203- 2471

* Dear vROy'

! " Thank- you for sendmg me your eloquem and heartfelt -
g State of the State address : -

3

You asked for feedback on the end of the speech iI
o ~th0ught your 1mage of a strong Masai warrior embracing the
notion' that life is good when the children are well was a *;
' powerful one. ‘It conveys perfectly the message that our 1 “
- responsibilities lie with those who can defend themselves fhe
~ -least. I enjoyed the speech in its entirety and, as always }am 5
. grateful for your leadershlp and commltment to chlldren

|
o x . . ¢ i .
R W:th warm regards to yquA and Bea, [ remain i

! ‘Sincer‘ely'yéurs;,"‘ o 1 |
,_ " Hillary Rodhajn Clinton- { 0




STATE OF COLORAD}O

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS - - o ST

136 State Capitol . .
. .Denver. Colorado 80203-1792 - - " o ; ; ) S .
_ Phone (303) 866-2471 S T i o . U
- .
v - o N V . ‘ . - Rov R(I,)mer
’ o, CO\'eTor

JdnuaryBl, 1996 - | .

First Lady Hn lary Rodham C inton " e - e

The White House . . - (S
© 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW o o R
Washington, DC 20500 = - " ' S e

Deaf-)\drS.-Clinton:

» You will find enclosed a c:opy of my State of the State address as it was delwered on
E Januaryl .

I have set as a goal to make Colorado the best state in the nation to raise a child.
You will find text of the speech outlining early childhood issues, concerns and
programs on pages 2-8. We are especially excited about the new Bright Beg,mmngs
~ program which you will be hearing more about in the very near future. A portion of
the speech, pages 9-13, also addresses public and higher educatlon 1 also would like
to get your feedback on: ‘the amag,es and svmbols I used toward the close of my

speech BT ot

1 am pleased to share tlus wnh you.and to continue workmg, toward a state and nation °

that piace children as its hwhest pnonty Best wxshes to.you.

~Smcereiy, ' L

-

Roy Rom

- Governor : s A S

Enclosure =~ . S

|
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 STATE OF THE STATE |
L OLORADO GOVERNOR ROY ROMER
= JANUARY 11,1996

~ Pmrreally looking forward to this coriversatlon. ’

'And I want to bring greetings to all of you. Senator Norton, S‘pe?eker Berry,
- Senator F_eeley, Represlen,tative Kerns, Mayor Webb, all of you. S L
: . : i
I’d like, to acknowledge the presence of my wife Bea a portxon ot my tamlly Af
let of what I say today, comes from that experlence o .
[’d also like to remember Jeanne Faatz, this moming. I understand she’s still in
Chicago and has:-some serious injuries, and I think our hearts are with her.

Let me say, we have a'lot to talk-about;
" Colorado is doing well. -
- Our ecdrto’myeié strong: .-,

. We live in one of,the mo‘st'beautiﬁll places en eefth. e S
N And we are Just blessed to live in Colorado and we’ve worked hard to get Y
where we are. We ought to be proud of what we ve done together

| But I thmk we can do better ‘We cannot rest in our efforts to keep our economy -

 We can’t forget there are cracks in the foundation of this society that we . |

R need to try to heal.. Not everyone has a sea -at~the‘table. A N

Now here s the central questmn for me as Governor, foryou as 1eglslators

and for the citizens of Colorado: how can we take the good we have and
reach for somethmg h1gher‘7 ‘

 Not all socxetxes have that pmfﬂege we do. And I thmk we can exerc1se |
that responsxblhty How do we do it?

o We’ye 'fgnot to return to the basics."




Let me tell vou a stoxy [ called an old tnend John \huphv of DLuanoo a
couple of nonths ago. "We've been triends for 40 vears: John was -

dving. | wanted to relate to him‘in a a meaningful wav, because | knew that .

' this might be the last time we’d talked. And I wanted him to know -

that I was thinking of him and I wanted him to know how [ was feeling.

- He interrupted me, because he knew what [ was trying to do, and he said,
“Roy, I feel good. I feel good about the life I've lived because I feel good

- about the way [ raised.my chlldren Not much else matters when you look

back at life from that perspective.”
~ Now, .there are all klnds of ways that we could Judge a somety
"‘iButIllke John sway

O If we raisefour children r'ight, everything else will:prcibably fit. . |

. And so, as we 1ook forward to our work together as we reach
, hlgher I think we should commit ourselves —as‘a people in ‘this

- community called Colorado —to ‘make Colorado the very best place to raise a

- Chl}.d e B ‘.:; »

. Now, it’s kind of a s1mple vision.. It really is. But it-will be the focus of my
. final term as Governor. - »

How c'an we'-i‘nake this the best place to raise a child’7

| \ Let s start by trylng to look inside the mind of a typlcal Colorado fam1ly

- Parent* -who are trymg to do the best job they can, trying to raise their |

children, working one. .job, sometxmes Two, are going to ask these quest1ons

~» " is this job going to be here next year?,
. » can I afford housing and health insurance for my farmly‘?
» can I keep my family safe?

. . »- will the values'] try to instill in my chﬂdren be overwhelmed by the | -

'. peer relationships which they have, or by what they see on TV?

. e can] find child care that I need, and can I afford 1t, and can I trust 1t, -

when I leave my chlld there?
e w1ll my. kldS leam what they need to learn at school‘?

|
|
i
t
|
!

i
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. the lwes of our young chlldren our hlghest pnorlty

o can | take careiof my parents when-thev're old and what about when|” " -

l‘m old? - RO | s
‘ How we — not ]ust oovemment but as a-people - “address these
‘anxletles these needs how we clo it wil deﬁne what kind of a place
Colorado will become o ‘

. Now, I beheve that we’ve got to focus ourselves - both asa commumty,
and as elected ofﬁma s —=on four challenges ' :

- First,' lét’s make the lives of young children our highest priority.
~ Second, let’s make Colorado schools second to none.

- Third let’s be.sufe that We k“eep' 0ur ‘economy the strongest in«the nation.
' And fourth let’s keep our env1ronment and natural beauty the envy of the e
_world ’ ’
Now if we do those four thmgs l thmk that we wxll keep faith Wlth that
. vision of becoming the best place to raise a Chlld o :

- I’d hlte to talk about each of these challenges

Let me start with Early Chlldhood I thmk our ﬁrst challenge IS to make

Parents have always wanted the best for then' chlldren But thmk about |
how much harder it is for parents today Most of us grew up with a family .
nearby, where nelghbors watched out for not just their ch1ldren but our
chlldren F or many, that s no longer a reahty

- There’s a challenge of parentmg, somenmes it’s 'overwhelming. Those
who need child care worry about the quality of that care. Every parent
worries about bemg able to afford decent health care -

T

' But let’ s start What are we doing.- ,
Colorado has undertaken one of the most exciting and innovative strategies |
: h . oL P > R . o L a . e




to make this the best place for a child t6 be born and té grow uip. -~ ==~ ™%

lt’s‘called Bright_ B’e"ginnings.'
o I'sa non- govemmental program it’ s volunteer it’s commumty based It’s an
- effort to: U T
| e - support new parents
~have universal access to health care for young children;

to create “famlly-frtend y” workplaces B
" have more effective support systems for teen parents and

‘to try'to 1mprove the quality of Chlld care throughout Colorado

* oo o

Now >5 000 bables are born each year in thts state They don’t come
" with instruction books and they don’t come with 1-800 numbers. ~ Bright
Begmnmgs therefore, is organized to provide what we call a “Warm .~
Welcome.” We want to get to the place where we can have a trained-
volunteer, non- government person, from the commumty visit everyone of
" . those parents within 2 to 3 weeks of birth and show-up and say 3 things:
. First, here’s kind of a check list of what you may confront in the
.. first year in the life of a Chlld
o Second here is what’s avallable il your community in your
R reglon to help you meet that check list; and Lo
e Third, here’s a'mentorship, totally voluntary, that’s avallable to you if
© you wantit. So, that you can have somebody to consult with as you| . |
- g0 through the first year of that baby s ltfe

Now Prmcess Di, in England when she had her bables she had such a _
visitor. That was very accepted in that culture. I think thatis one of the
- steps that we can and we should make in begmmng to help Colorado
il respond to the hfe of the early Chlld

[

: Thmk about it: thousands of volunteers from' churehes from service clubs
from the at-home moms, retlrees, and others gtvmg of themselves to care |
* and nurture the youngest chlldren among us. L S

. We ve already ralsed $1 mllhon in this effort Brad Butler the former
chairman of the' boani of Procter & Gamble is Co-chalnng it with us and
: Senatt)r Tom Norton is also very supporttve and is part of the leadershlp of tlns. -
i R

}




~So this-isa bipartlsan QoV emment/non 00\ Llﬂﬂ'lt? nt LffOlt and I s one tmt t
hml\ has great plOlT\lbe ) * :

"1

Next, 'Child c.are.

In Color ado, most parents work As a result over 100, 000 ch11dren spend
3-10 hours five days aweek in ehrld care o _ O

And yet they say most Chlld care centers in Colorado are, at best average
somenmes mediocre, when' you rate them n terms of satety, In terms of teachet
tramtng, m terms of equtpment : v

But the child care is too costl y for many Many parents take up to 23
percent of their incomes for child care. To help solve thlS problem I
reached out to.the business community and got some very, very good
Ieadershtp and help here t : :

That busmess comrnumty has committed to work with us over a pertod

of time, and they’ve made some suggestions already. They’ ve suggested to‘ me .

“that we establish a voluntary chtld care check off on the state’ income’ tax
returns to help 1mprove ch11d care facrhtres . L

They have also recommended changmg property tax assessments to allow
child care faelhtles to be. taxed at the resxdenttal rather than the commerc1al'
‘rates. . R i ' ' ) “ :

They suggested expandmg opportumues for pre schooi teachers to get B
: ,tratmn 3, and to apply. quallty standards to all chtld care programs that S
recetve govemment support o o ‘ ,J» |

- I'm also 1nterested in their proposal to, estabhsh a refundable chlld care tax
credit to provide financial support to workmg parents who need help in
.paylng for. chlld care. T o

. These are good 1deas and I would hke to work w1th you on them and grve ‘
- them strong eonmderahon o .

‘Because it is critical to have rnore businesses involved.in solving the child
care crisis, this spring I’ m going to ask business leaders to joinmeina- .
series of summrts aeross the state to explore how- the pnvate sector can

- ’ ' . . . T re




' own children.

N Lo P oy
. i N . : L) .

better respond to the child care needs across the board.
Pl‘&S‘ChOOl» B S R PTII A

In my first term with - your help, we estab ished the Colorado Presehool

, Program You know that we now are up to 8,500 children. And [ weuld

* drge you to continue to support that program. And I also suppon opemng
it to three-year-olds as local need dictates..

f,
RO SR

The issue of ~fatherho'oa is a Con'troversiai subj ect; we’ve got to face it head on.*; “
An alarming number of children are growing up-without fathers — 40 percent in,
Denver. Now being a parent is tough, but being a smgle parent is even tougher{
Many do an outstandmg jOb at that, but 1t s still tough.

Records show that kids w1thout fathers are more hkeiy to live in poverty, to
commit violent crimes, to become teen parents at too- early of an'age and to
leave their own chlldren : :

I convened a Task Force on Responsxble E atherhood that will make some
recommendations that hope you will consider along with' me. Already, .
they’ve suggested that we revamp the- cumbersome public assistance
programs whreh has fathers paymg the state to support therr krds V

And they ve proposed we re-think our approach to pubhe programs to the '
court system and to commumty resources to make sure that we are holdmg o |
- fathers respon31ble for thelr ohxldren and not chasmg them away S l

Another thing that wornes parents is the cost of health insurance for Lherr

nght now in Colorado 150 OOO of our ‘children don’t have : access to health
care because their; parents can’t afford it through health insurance. Almost
" all of those children -- 87 percent have at least one parent who is

‘ '»employed - ‘

Nowr thmk about that

A These are people who are employed and they do not have adequate
' coverape : : , *



- .osame. 10 me.

na state that ‘”JOVS our [ el f prosperity, that’s not right. That's just -
- ftot twht b Y ; , e L

h undet >tand that thete is a lot or dtsaOLeement in this Country about how to -
solve the health care problem I'm. not here to argue about that

But can’t we  at 1east agree that in Colorado we have a collectwe moral |
obligation to hold our children harmless, and to provide each and every one
of them thh basic health care | 1n the early years‘7 P

Can’t we at least agree” on that? |

| In the budget that [ submltted to you, [ have set a81de $14 million to begln !
to deal with this issue — an amount that we certamly can afford this year.
. It’s not gomg to be enough but it’s a start. I think we can be creative-in
how we use this money to reach the maximum number of children. We can
- build upon ex1stmg programs — like the Colorado Chlld Health Plah —or
. we can encourage mnovattve 1deas to spnng up in eommumttes :

Representatlve Ben Clark is sponsormg leglslatlon I'm sure with others in
the room, that supports a tax credit that builds on the insurance
infrastructure already in place and- gives incentives to businesses to be a
- "‘part of the solution. I’m open to'ideas and I’'m sure that together we can

+ solve this problem ST ‘

So, let's commit to orie another today that, by the time thts legtslature
adjourns 119 days from now, we will have put ourselves clearly onapath .
to prowde health care to every child in Colorado ‘

Let me speak about it personally I had some of our, grandchtldren .

* in our home. You’ve been there, it’s got marble floors. One of them the

.. day before, Christmas, running, - 18.months old, bang, right on his head. Had

a lump the size of my fist. I and the two parents rushed over to the

) emergency room  of Children’s Hospital, and the child was fine. We cared
for the child, he got great medical care. His niame is John Rockefeller .

Romer: No, no, not Rockefeller (now that will make the news), John i“

Firestone Romer., Once you get out.of the country all those names sound the!

__—

4’ But let me tell how I felt that momning.




[ knew where that ltospitél‘ was, [ knew how to get there, [ hada o
car. And [ was trying to think of everybody else in the ¢ountry the d av.
betore Christmas, who mlght not have the same knowledge. . ‘ ‘

You know, I have trouble eating, when I’m'sitti’ng‘next toa hungfy person. -|
honestly do. And I think all of us need to think hard about this issue, of how
can we, in a society as prosperous as ours, find a way to get some of the

minimal elements of how you live the good life. And part of that is healthcar
that is available to all chxldren 150 000 in this. state, do not have eoverage I
o vthmk we can get that j()b done together :

If we are gomg to make Cotorado the best place to raise a child, our ﬁrst
- challenge is to make young chtldren our hlghest pI‘lOI‘lty "

Second to none in the world -

|

%

Every school day more than 650, 000 kldS go off to school. Many spend more

~ time in school than they. do w1th their parents o | 1
|

|

But the parents are askmg
. » Are my kids going to be safe when they get there?
»- Are the values Tam trylng to teach them going to be remforced or
' vundermmed‘? S ~ T
. » .Are they learnmg what they need to know to get a good JOb and be i
. good citizens?. Are they being challenged to be-all that they can be? -
o They are gomg to ask what aren’t they domg that we should. be B
- doing?. S ‘
. Why aren t they bnngmg home more homework‘?

3 We ve been on thlS 1ssue a long time and we know there is no qulck fix. All of .~
you kriow that. |

We’re making prOgreSS, but we’re not there yet.

Fundamentally, what matters most is nnprovmg student performance We

were right three years ago when we directed public schools to set high
standards for student learning and to make sure students meet those *

standards. Your tleadershu? was. cmcxal on that struggle and it still is.

i v".r °




We now have model >tanoards in place at the state level.. Communities are
setting then own standmds and we |l have the nrst meosmem nt ot our:
|nome~5 next vear. o ' ' '

“fNow, Colorédo’s standards‘ quite frankly ar‘e'a model for the nation. |

‘This mornmg, I was on a conference call with 5 other governors, Lou ‘
Gerstner and six other executives: .(Lou. Gerstner is the head of IBM)

B meeting in Chlcago Letme tell: 'you what it’s about ‘We are going to

" have a summit on Educat:onal Standards and Assessments in March

sponsored by executives:and by governors. And we are trying to take the

next step because this is crucial. If we are truly- going to have: good

schools, we’ve got to set clearly what it is we expect a youngster to know ‘

and be abl to do

'Then we’ve got to hé‘vie elear measurement. That’s just the start.
' The next thmg is we’ve got to tell parents Thls 1s what your
youngsters should know and be able to do in math'in the fourth grade

and this is where he is. And if that youngster iston-a failing course, we've -

got to blow the whistle for that youngster, for those parents and for

that school. But then we’ve got to take further steps. We’ve got to ‘
give that youngster more time on task. We should not pass them -

from the fourth grade to the fifth grade if they haven’t accomphshed
what they should do in the fourth grade. You know, let me tell you,

[‘ve said this before, it’s kind of like an educatlonal cat scan. You say this
. is where that youngster is. If he is failing, we’ve got to stop right there
and do somethmg becaus_e, otherwme it accumulates throughout life.

Now, what do we do‘? We need to improve the, amount of t1rne the

kids. spend in ‘'school and on task. That’s why in the budget I gave you on L R

school ﬁnance [ recommend that you put one percent for mﬂatlon 22
mllhon donars ‘_ A « v

I recommend you put another 22-million dollars out there, but make it
availatile only if the school pledges to expand the amount of time kids
spend learning.

You see it’s only fair. It doesn’t make sense to set high sté.ndards and
- do accurate assessment and then don’t give the kid a chance to-learn.

e




| _ ought to get a very firm plan in Colorado as to how we are going to put in

1t's just l()[ la So vou’ve.got to do this: the schools have gotto do
this. L

: Beyond that we've got to have teachets that are better trained to
do the. JOb I’m-therefore. suggestmg that $10 million of that mcreased
money for public schools be absolutely set aside for improved l
“instruction. [ think teachers and schools will. Welcome that. ‘But [ think
* that we have a leg up on most people in the nation, and it’ s our
‘.responSIbthty to keep oomg down that course.

Now let me also speak ‘aboutCharter Sehools’.
1 thmk we need more mnovatton and more ch01ces in schools; dtfferent students
leamn'in dtfferent ways. One of the most promising efforts i in this area has beenl g
charter schools — s¢hools that teachers and parents can organize and run. And |
~ we should continue to support and expand charter schools, and a commission
“ has been.studying this and has examined some ideas and will share'them for |
1mprovement and [ thtnk we ought to follow those recommendatlons |
' We also need to do a better job of usmg technology asa tool of learnmg I
think it's amazing how many of us, particularly over Christmas, have our
~ grandchildren coming to us. showmg us how to run the computer: It is
absolutely unbelievable how fast this world is going to change in terms of the
way we handle. information. We need to get.all our youngsters famthar with
~ that information revolution.: Familiar w1th the hardware and the software But
what a wonderful tool to learn

Well folks we can t do it unless we thmk a lot more clearly than we have A
- to date on how we do it. -

I m gomg to come back on technology when [ speak about the economy

But sunply put we need to get the rtght pipes gomg to the rtght place you

know the conduits for h1gh data transmission: Then we need to find a way
to share that cost. There’s no sense of going in alone a higher A

. educational institution doing it this way, a public school this way, a R

. hospital this way, the police and sheriff doing it this way and the pnvate “

- sector doing it another way. We ought to get together and get a plan. We

the hardware and the p1pmg Then we ought to get standards so that each °
, 10




svstem can talk to the other. Then we ought to make some collective =
'pmchaxmﬁ Collective putchasmg dealing \Vlth the priv ate SL,C[O[ 50 tlnt
we can get this job dont, x , ‘

Many of you are dealing wi'th' this snbject, ‘

D've asked Andre Pettlgrew the head of Dept Of Admmtstratton to put
~ this.as one of his htghest prtormes :

And I 1 tell you as govemor I am not going to approve one 1tem gomg
smgulat I’m just going to put a stop, to all the kinds of i mvestments we',
make in this busmess until we can do itina coordmated efﬁcrent cost
effective fashton " o
But the same wav I m gomg to say let’s get with it, there Is a pOSSlblllty
that we can use technology to 1mprove learmng

But also just remember it’s not a miracie cure. It’s only a tool, it only
follows what we ought to previously define is about what they should
learn and how the learnmg takes effect

Kids can’t leam ina dtsrupttve env1ronment Together we ve taken steps
| to brmg dtsc1p11ne back to our classrooms
N ‘Before that we all know that no miatter how well we edutate our k.ldS thetr
- future will never be what it should be unless they are safe in thetr
netghborhoods o SRR

¢

\ Over the past few years, we have worked together on the ﬁght agamst cnme |

We’ ve banned guns in the hands of ktds

- We’ Ve strengthened our erlmtnal' laws.

initiative. We also are revising the chtldren s code. Isupport many of the
proposed changes :

PR

[

t

t

| | ( ' |

In this session, we should malntam our fundlng for the youth . crime preventlon;
I

t

But I want to be very clear nght up ﬁ‘ont. I w111 not support endmg eompulso
' educatton r H veto it.. : ‘ -

t
|
1
i
[
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And. 1 ¢h llence vou — as [ have betme - to Cieate aitemative schoois tor '
, t\pdlui students. We can’t throw away i\ldS [ thml\ we’ve got to be very

Hsciplined. You' \e Got to say, “if vour not ﬂomo o contribute to the eainmcru
atmosphere in this room - you re out ot here.” But we are smart enough to
know just to say “you’re out of here” 1S going to cost us thousands if not
millions of dollars for that chlid unless we. give them another way. We’ ve got
~an obhgatlon beth for the chlid and to the commumty to get another way

: , »
“We need to focus upon the crmcal tranSition between school and getting a _]()b [+
 And I want to cornphment the Lt. Govemor Gail Schoettler for the leadership'
- that she’s been gmng to us in this area. ' : e

Schooi to- work isa commumty partnership of busmesses schools and
community organizations coming together to fundamentally change the way W
educate our children. It links a strong curriculum, based on rigorous standards
w1th career knowledge and experience ' :

1Nt

L4

3

Representative Foster, 1 remember visiting a'pla:nt in your community. It had | ’
- three initials I can’t remember the name of it, but it was a wonderful illustration
of a youngster a high school youngster, operating a very comphcated lathe.

~ -And this youngster had not just learned to operate the lathe, he’d learned how to = '

set the computer program for it. As I talked with.him he said “Governor I wani
to, after I get this job under my belt, go for engineering”. Absolutely a: E
-wonderful example in your community of what School-to-Work can do We |

need to do more of that : ' | S

Al right, I ve been speakmg about early chﬂdhood about public "
education let me turn to higher education

* If this is to be the best place to raise a child then in addition to reforrmng _
our pub ic schools, we aiso must 1mprove mgher education in the state.

Post-sec ondary education has become a necesmty for many. Our systern : 1 :
must contmue to be.of high ‘quahty and focuseci upon the needs of the ,' '
workplace. Butit’s alSo got to be affordable and assessable.

Now I ,upport legislation and I believe it wﬂl be authored by Senator
Meiklejohn and others, that will hold our higher educationai institutions
accountable for quality in both teachmg and research This iegislation

12




‘ . “~'i ; _
insures that ou1 mvestment in hwhex educatlon is as eth.cme as posglb[e
) and 1t prc ovldes studems and pamms mtmmamon they need to make h“ttel :
Liccmo 1s . about selectmw dn nstitutxon that titS rox them

I'd éil'sﬁo Tik_éy“t‘o s;.;)e'ak 'ébout_(t%:chnolcr)gy and Higher ‘edu‘catlioﬁ. |

)

'We need to take 'advantage of the dppérﬁﬁnities that are présentédsb?fnéw\

technolog1cal forms. I’m excited about what can be done here. For students to -

get training and credentials now they have to attend a place called college or’

~ university. ‘And they need to be accredlted by that. I believe we are gomg to

' come to a way in which we can offer educatlon beyond high school and we
~would call 1t a v1rtual umver51ty

I é.rn'WOrking with Mike Leavitt of Utah and:some other Governors on this
point. Let me descmbe it. Many companies now have within their corporate
structure extensive training and they will give a certificate of mastery to their |
~employees. You can see in the future where. people will be learning -- from
distant leammg, CD- ROM and marny other ways. But if they are ‘reading, to get
-acknowledgment of what they know, they need some kind of exammanon and.
accreditation. We can develop that. .So that Whether or not you're out there':
studymp with distant learmng, CD—ROM or what ever, you can come to & place -
--and say, “I want to have you venfy my knowledge and I want you to accredit
‘my knowledge.” That will be a way in which we can not only make educauon
more assess1ble but at 10wer costs L :

L Now, let mé tell yod one other kicker that comes from that. When we began:to
be able to verify what is the value added -~ what you’ve began with and what
' you ’ve got now and get certified - then we go to the college and university

‘ commumty and say “Can you apply this'to your group?” It will bea very
. interesti ing way for us to measure quahty and we need that.

Ther'e is some exciting th’ingé ‘out thgre for US and the use of technology.

Td iik’e'tb turn. to the eéohdmy. o

If thls. is going to be the best place to ra1se a chlld in Colorado we need to
'nurtu}re an economy to prov1de best jObS and the best wages we can find.

Y It’s simple,, You can’t raise a ;hild without a job'.

S 13 .




‘ _\low let’s talk now about tlns ch allenwe ~ How can we l\eep our economv
strong? - E T o j

' 'Right now it’s pvrohablysonée ot‘the he‘althirest‘ oneS' in the n‘ation.

' We have 3.8 percent unemployment More Coloradans have }obs - 2 rmlhonl ’[ :
"ofus—thanatanytlme1nourhlstory e e L

'But in the hew world econom‘y' in which we coinpéte we can’t be complacent.
We’ve got to ehange as tlmes ehange We ve got to maintain that €conomic
advantdge : )

That s why we’re restructurlng our economic development programs to make B
them more efficient. ‘We’ ve gota wonderful new person heading it: J ohn Dlll l 2
That’s why.we are targetlng b‘u‘s‘ines‘ses te provide high quality jobs, such as
‘ telecommunicetions‘, environrnental_resto‘ration -- jobs that pay good wages.? 8

That s why we are reforrnmg the way government deals W1th busmesses ;
-1 want to really compliment the Health Department for the way in Wthh they

- have redched out to businesses and said “We are going to have a user fnendly :
Health Department -but we; are still. gomg to do our _]ObS

.And that is why we need to re-examine the enterpnse zone program this year.

It’s helped us in the past; it’s clearly gotten out of bounds. It needs substanual
reform. And if you can’t reform it, you probably ought to get rid of it. And I
challenge you to do that this session. - g o

Now, these measures will prov1de a climate for continued success. But we need
to do more. We need to make sure that our infrastructure improves and-
1mproves people s hves and keeps pace w1th our economy.

| People are stuck in trafﬁc Too many of our roads are in bad shape -- and there |
are not enough transportatlon altematlves for people who want them. -

Now, at'ct'minimum we need to allocate an additional $100 mllllon from our
general fund reserves in each of the next five years to help fund hxghways and
- other transportatlon projects S




‘l
o

_ But even tlus is not oomo be utowlt Local commumtles around the state hav
identitied needs Lhat l'u outpacé our currant funding capaut\

.
l

—\nd for that reason I've. appomted a Blue Rlbbon Transpor“tatlon Panel ot
~community leaders statewrde group to assess transportation and funding .~ * -
alternatives. Now the spemﬁc recommendatlons w1ll be avallable to us in - “l
February ' | ' ‘ |

: And we neecl to find a way. to meet these needs together But whatever weldo' in
this process should not take away from our other prlorltles That’s why I w1ll |
- oppose any effort to reinstate the Noble bill. I’ ll veto it. :

'Now let me tell you why It S very 1mportant you know where [ am on th1s as
you begin this session. We have good times rlght now for this general fund. I |
can’t tell what our times are going to be four years from now and I can’t tell

" you fully Wwhat the federal. govemment is gomg todo.

But [ don’t wan't to take mo'ney"'away from educating "ki,ds to fill potholes.

I’'m quite willing to work with you. Annually, you may want to look at your
budget and say “OK we will move some money over to highways.” ButI’'m -
not going to erode that tax base permanently. It’s the wrong thing to do. |
.We have had hlstorlcally a division here and | think you.ought to keep it. I

- think our highest priority is to maintain our capa01ty to make this place the bestl
place to raise a child and that means to sustam that general fund’s ablllty to -
support educatlon -

- We also need to focus on _alr and rail transport systems.
- And infrastructure obvio'uslyv,';is not just highways and rail and air. I said it’s |- .

- 'telecommunications, and I spoke about that earlier. I 'think that as we work that
out together we will find a truly creative way to make the: new mfrastructure ofl-

, telecommumcatlons a useful tool. '

The _fou:rth challenge: ' grovvth angil the env.ironment.‘

The growth we have expenenced in recent years has us nearly bustmg at the
~ seams in many areas, and Coloradans are genulnely concerned about whether | -

- we are gomg to-be able to preserve our open spaces, keep our air clean, protect| . -
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Soour w Il llnle md pu_se ve the umqueness of our dtlle rent cornmumtles and om ‘
Flerent regions: ¢

From our lar ms to our mountams to, our rivers, to our valleys, this is truly one
of the most beautiful places on earth. We have, in my. Judgment a sacred
obligation ~ 10 ourselves, to.our chlldren and to future generatlons ‘not to lose
- that beauty o
Last year at tlns trme we started the Smart Growth and Development initiative
to go to Colorado’s communities to 1dent1fy specific and effective waysto-
make growth work for us, not against us.. We have focused on an agenda that -
has been driven by citizens from the bottom up, not the. top down from the
commumty level and not the state level. ‘

|

| Tho'u%ands of Coloradans have participated in this process to better their
communities. We need to keep faith with those citizens; and we need to take
thelr rec ommendatlons serlously, and we need to act on them this session. - . |

The recommendanons cover dozens of 1mportant issues from economic '

development to education to transportatlon to agrlculture to the env1ronment |
and prov1de aroad map of how we mamtam our h1gh quahty of life i in
Colorado.. . '
I’ve already d1scussed many of these issues but I d like to lughhght two
recommendat1ons

First, we need to glve countles better tools to address land 1 use issues. Now I've
listened very carefully to your comments and when you say thls isa rnatter we |
should leave to local government and local communities. I agree with you. I
just want to give local governments and local communities the tools they have
to have to deal with it on a local level. So if we are serious about giving them
. great ability to grow smart we need to challenge the so called 35- acre rule,

~ which restricts a local conmunity’s ability to manage its own growth
effectively. Now I believe, through this Smart Growth process, citizens have

" developed. a balanced set of suggestlons, and | urge you to act on them. We've = - |

worked very hard to try to get all perspectl\{es m o_n tlus solutmn.
5 Second we need to reform the structure and mission of the Land Board so thiat
it respondsto a broader set of community values. The Land Board manages 3 |

m1lhon acres of state land Because of the narrow constitutional mandate to
. 16




manaOc these lands tor maximum revenue, the Land Board S acuons 100 otten
conflict with local plans and local priorities. Now. allowing ‘the Land Board

. more fle ‘(lblllt'\’ will require’a thanoe to-the state Constltutton and [ ask vou to |
act to reter that measure to voters. I
Now there are some,other, challenges in'the environment. We have made great
_progress in cleaning up the air. Twenty'years ago, for instance, the metro area
violated the federal standard for carbon monoxide over a 100 times a year.
Now, it’s only one or two times a year, and the trend continues downward.
This year, for the first time since federal air quallty standards were set, we will' |
be in compllance w1th the standard for ozone. .

What we have done has worked and we cannot afford to reverse course. We *
'must demand that the programs work effectively and efficiently. But 1t isnot |
~ too much to ask metro area drivets to have the1r cars inspected once every two |
- years to make sure they don t pollute our air.- |

~ And we need to continue to broadly support locall'y' driven efforts to clean up ' | *
the Brown Cloud in Denver — not because the federal government tells us to do|
1t, but because it’ s the r1ght th1ng to do

Now, I m very ex01ted about the partnershlps - W1th the help of Great Outdoors -
Colorado — that are bemg creative to preserve open space. I particularly would "
 mention the Yampa Valley, we have some wonderful p0531b111t1es of workmg

. together to preserve those values

Now, I said we should make Colorado. the best place to raise a Chlld AndT was
talklng dbout our four key challenges Let me rev1ew them - ‘ . l
'Ftrst make the lives of our young ch1ldren our hlghest pr1or1ty
Second, build the very best education system in the nation.

. Thlrd keep our economy the strongest in the nation:
And fourth keep our env1ronment and natural beauty the envy of the world

Now I thlnk we know how to do this. We have worked on this agenda before

we’ve worked on it together and we need to continue that work
But there 1s another challenge that I've got to mentton ‘and that’s the challenge .'
~ of our relatlonshlp to the federal government. '




The budoet debate 1S umcai to. Lolomoo and our muon S future [ believe in
balanced )udﬁet 1 believe ina Dalanccd buaﬂet m seven-vears. But w hat
changes the federal 00\ emmem nikc are crucial for Coiomdo

A' We don’t yet know the final result Ot this budget debate pamcularly. |
in thf' areas of Medlcald and welfare reform. -

‘But it ii; likely We' wiH be'"handed fnere responsibilities ahd‘feWGr resources. |
We w1ll have tc demde what as a state govemment we can pay for and what =
will have to be taken care of by 1nd1v1duals and by commumtles
We shouldn t kld ourselves It won’t be easy And, it isn t gomg to be done
qunckl ' R ‘ o ;
Now Tcan’t predlct what 1s going to. happen in Washmcton or when it wxll e
- happen. But we should contmue the welfare,refpnns that we began two years | -
ago; they are working. We should expand them state wide. We are.on the right -
course here and we did it together in a blpamsan way. [ Just want to say we
should contmue to do that. " ‘ SRR
Sec'ond].y‘, we should c,‘or‘it'ir'me: to :‘work toward efficiencies in Medicaid, to an
- eéxtension of manage care. And [ will be working with you also on that.

Let me put this on the table. Any decisions on reappropriations of federal funds
for Medicaid and welfare ought to be done jointly by the executive and '
legislative branches. I think you’ve all had that question on your minds. ‘I as a‘ |
governor, believe that the issue of how you allocate welfare and Medicaid ﬁmdg»
is one that a legislative body and a governor ought to both have responsibilities -
for And I thmk that may have been a doubt in your minds let me clear that up

- But let me say we, I can give yOu some [ think some information that will be -
~ helpful. We started this with the federal government talkmg aboutacutof | .
$182 billion; in Medicaid. As of three days ago the: proposal put on the table |
by the majority in Congress on Medicaid was a ciit of $85 billion. Now think a -
mornent about that. We initially were faced with a bill that passed Congress |
that cut Medicaid $182 billion; now we have a proposal on the table that says
$85 billion. That is real progress. I was looking for a letter, I don’t have w1th
me that I wrote in August of this year to my fellow governors. And the essence‘

of that letter was the ﬁrst thmg we’ve got to do on Medlcald is reduce that cut.
~ . . ‘ 18




o Ir s par aivsxs it’s. monf’ T hev httve not done that. SO whatevex \om pIOJEtC[
.. was for, what vou Ve 0ot to s teduced by halt.

I

Now s’eeondly,' there' s still a lot more deetsmns 0 be made l w1ll pl‘edICt to e
you that you will have a great deal of more ﬂex1b1 ity.

. 1 want to begin to conclude.

And as izou knoW; that’s en‘honest staterhent; when I say begin to cohclude:
1 ‘want to tell you a story. I've been workmg the last few weeks with three
Republtcan governors and two Democrattc govemors on one of the toughest
ssues -- Medlcatd :

A We met. iast F rtday and made substanttat progress Not total; don t know 1f it
will’ hold together but we made substanttal progress. ' :

- The govemors in the room were Engler from Michagan Thompson from -
WlSCOIlSln, Leavitt from Utah, Wilson from California was on the. phone,

- myself Chiles from F lorlda and Miller from Nevada. Now the key to our

- progress that we made last F riday was that we trusted each other. We had very|”.
honest differences, but we were trying to stand in the other persons’ shoes in
the other states shoes trytng to ﬁnd common ground ‘

Let me just say from Coldrado E point of 'view we’re a state that’s going to.

grow. We have.a whole dlfferent cut-on how you put that formula together ina

state like New York or Mtehtgan whose populatton may not grow

. I was there trying to represent Colorado s mterest and the natton s mterest and I .
the interest of people who are served by that program

" But bac‘k to this: we were trying to stand in each others’ Shoes trying to find - |
common ground And by common ground I don t- mean just commg half way

r‘we can dlscover a true common purpose a win for both 31des

~And. more 1mportant a wm for those that depended upon us to solve the

problem
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o \Jow there | Isa Icsson m this. as we do our work in Coloxado whether as
| c\ccum es side or as luwslatons whether zs Republican. or as Democ1ats.
whether it’ s rural or.urban. we need 1o understand that there is a commumt\ ot
. "mterest a common oood that we, all need 10 reach tor to try to ﬁnd

"'We have to decide what is most 1mportant to us — our 1deology, or the
' communlty of wh1ch we are a part

* If our ideology is the most 1mportant to each of us, then chances are we won’t
trust one another enough to solve our problems and we ll end up destroylng our

' communlty . : R

" But if our commumty is most 1mportant to each of us, then we w1ll find a way to
‘work together and to trust each other enough to solve our problems .

Our 1deology will gu1de us, guzde us, but it will not control us. In the end it’s
our commumty our ﬁndmg a way to 11ve together — that must come ﬁrst.f

'Thls 1s what our _]Ob 1s in this assembly Thls is what we mean when we talk

~ about restormg trust in our 1nst1tutlons c1v1llty to our publlc d1scuss1on .

. . ; - .

‘ Part of tl’llS is to honor the' dlver51ty of people - the d1ver51ty of thelr llves the1r
h1=r1tage their cultures ' :

We need to get away from the narrow pubhc debate about who real
' Amerlcans are, and focus 1nstead on a debate about what America’s real
-problemsare VL S |

|

| We o"ught not focus On what separates us,".bu_t on what unites us. . -

"‘And what ought to umte us is makmg tlus the best place to raise a ch1ld
Now we have a'role to play as legislators, as governor, as citizens. But in this,
business of raising children we-all have another role to play. And that’s the
personal role model that chlldren use us for. : '
All of us have gone through th1s where that chxld is lookmg at us a.nd is learnmg
" about what it is to-be adult. I want to close with a couple of comments on this
‘area. . Let me read you a song.-'it’s a 60’s and early 70 s song by Harry Chapm
_ “(,ats and the Cradle” Bear w1th me.
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o k;‘A’ch‘ild arri \cd just the othe dav,

HL came o [hc wor id in the usual way,

But thexe were planes to catch and bills to pav
He learned to Walk whlle [ was awav

| And he was talkmg before I knew it, and as he grew he d. say,
“I'm. gonna be like you dad, you know I m gorma be like you

My son tu'rned' 10 just the'other day,
He said, “Thanks for the ball dad, come on let S. play

' “Can you teach me to throw‘7” :

[ sald I not today, I got a ot to do

o He said, “That s okay

He walked but hlS smlie never dlmmed and sald
“You know I'm gonna grow up jUSt hke him.” "
‘Well he camie from college Just the other day,

* So much like a man I just had to say, -

“Son, I’m proud of you, can you sit for awhil‘e?”

He shook hIS head and he sald w1th a sm1le o

~ “What I’d really like dad is to borrow the car keys .

see ya later, can [ have them please‘?’ I ve long since retired, my sons '

- moved away, ~
I called him up jU.ST. the other day and I'said,

 “I"d like to see you 1fyou don tmind.” : .. -

He sald “I d love to dad if I could ﬁnd the tlme o

“You see the new job’s a hassle and the kids w1th the ﬂu '
and it’s sure nice talkin’ to you dad it’s been sure nice talkm to you
And as I hung up the phone it occurred to me, |
He’s grcwn up ]USt like me, my boy was Just like me

- Whydo share that? . I'think all of us have thls experlence of role models I
want to share a little bit w1th you. I had a role model. It was my own father.

“He pald a lot of attentlon to me, but 1t was'in a 1nterest1ng way [ was born i in
) . . . ) 21 e




l*«)’_?b When I was' () \*6318 01“ aoe he began to keep a;ourm] with me '1bout

what | earned and what | spem I want to give.you four short items from that | .
Sjour nal, so that v ou can Oet the 101e model that I had and what was the message.
- Now let me read it to you: - . |
: January 17" There’s a column, plus and minus, in and out.- For 38 A s in your -
reading book; five cents. OK Let’s look at the next entry This is January 4,
. 1935. "Smgmg well at the Church program 25 cents.” Now, there was a

‘ judgme nt there o

But then there’s this entry: December 5, 1935, you see my father was my

banker, and he kept a count, and what I'had I got interest on. And he - -

~ religiously for'a year, added up what the interest was at the end of the year.

 Entry, December 5, 1935. “Interest paid to date, 26 cents; less amount spent
~for Chmstmas shoppmg, 40 cents, deficit in Chrlstmas shoppmg over interest,
" 14 cent>, subtracted from the column

: Thai_ivas rfny¢ first confrenfaiion with a R‘epubhcan' phi!osqphy of life.

~ One lasi: ,rrote. “This is October 1, 1938, for thi‘hg's I did not 'do mihils 25 eerits.
Now,’ I only share thlS w1th you because 1t was another 1llustrat10n of what
, mentormg 1s and the 1mp0rtance of a role model

Asl try to understand the world of chlldren, when I enter a room I often get
- down on the ﬂoor and try to see the world as they see it.

. Recently I ve tned to imagine what I do with an eight year old by my side,
observing not only what are the decisions.that I make in public life, but also the
.way m whrch I conduct my prlvate life. »

‘Let us, let me thrdw out" a ehallenge to you, as we go through this legislative

'session: every once in'a while let’ s rmage that elght year old standmg atour
side askmg us these questions. o :

. - Whatkind of world are you creatmg for me?
S Is it a world in whichI’m going to be able to learn all -
' that I should leam‘? |

Is ita world in whrch I’m gomg to be healthy‘7
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- s Isitaworld in which | don’t have to’éat néxt to
‘Somebody who is h ungry? ‘ B ‘
¥ Isita \&011d in \wth'l 'm 20ing 1o hd»e safe streets?
o But particularly i is ita world in which the values, the way! - |
~in wh1ch you treat other people are thmos that I respect‘? '

‘ You kiiowg I névér told J chﬁ Murphy this Astory, but [ think he Would have Ii«ked :;

" Among the most accomplished and.fabled tribes of Africa are the Masai.. They |
are considered to have warriors more fearsome and more intelligent than all
others. And it’s still the tradltlon -among the Masal even those with no chlldr‘en
of their own, that when they greet, each other they say “and how are the
chlldren"” : '

The traditibrial answér is A"‘allbthe chi-ldren are weﬂ.i”. B

\ It means that hfe is good That our da1ly struggles do not preclude us from
placing cur highest value on chlldren :

NQw»tha_t:. is §ur s‘ta’ndard‘; ‘

This is howv'(:)ur"v'vork will 5e judged.

. If our chlldren are not \f’.s_rell,‘, then \A;ha‘t'éould ﬁoésiblj% be right?

If | the }(.:;hi"ldrenvare weH, £ﬁén'whét }')o‘ssi.l\jly Coﬁid' by vzvf(.mg? )

Fklfty years frém nbw if the answer 1nﬁ Coiorado all fhe CEild;feﬁ are Wélrl,”.

then we will have done our work.

Thank ‘yc&u very much. :




