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THE WHITE' HOUSE' 

1 I, 
'\ 

'.', February 21,: 1996 

" 't 

The Honc,mible Roy Romer 
; Governor, 

, " 

,I 
'I 

, ,," State ,of Coiorado 
136 State Capitol, 
Denver, Colorado 80203-2471 

j 
; , , , 

, I, 

Dear Roy: . '" " . \ 

, Thank you Jor'Sending me your eloquent and heahfelt 
State of the State address. j 

I, 
. .' . . ! 

You asked' for feedback on the end of the speech. I I 
.' thought your image of a strong Masai' warrior embracing the 

notion'that ,!fe is goOd whel)the children are, welt was a ,\1 , 

powerful one. It conveys perfectly the message that our , 
responsibilities lie with those who can defend themselves the 

. I~st. I enjoyed the speech in its entirety and, asalw~ys, lain 
grateful for your leadership and commitment to children. 

, With w~rm regards to you and Bea, I remain 

, Sincerely yours, , 

IJ'II.w." ,', ' " · 
. Hillary Rodhar Clinton~. 

't, • 

, , , 

:,·,'t 



·STATEOFCOLO~O , . I 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 
.1}6 Slille Capitol 

. ,Denve •. C,:>lorado 80203-1792 ;., 
Phone (30J) 866-2471 

f· 

.. ; 

Rov R6mer 
Governor 

January 31, 1996 , 
I i, 

First Lady Hillary Rodnam. Clinton 
The \Vhite House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave .. NW . 
Washington, DC 20500 

DearMrs. ,Clinton: 

," 

.' 

" Y OIl \vill find :enclosed a'-copy of my State of the State address as it was delivered, on 
". January 11." . ' 

i have set as a goal to make Colorado the best state in the nation to raise a child. 
You will fin<;l ~ext of the" speech oiltlining early childhood issues, conCerns and 
programs on pages 2-8. We are esp(!cially excited about the new Bright Beginnings 
program which you will be hearing ~nor~ about in the .very near future. A portion of 
the st,eech, pages 9-13, also addresses public and higher education. '1 also would like 
to, ,get your feedback' on' the images, and symbols 1 used towa~d the close of my 
speech.""" 

I am pleased to 'share this with you,and to cO'!tinlle working toward a ~tate and nation' 
that place children as its highest pri9rity. Bes't wj's~es to you. ," ' 

" 

, I. 

" Enclosure 

, .' ~. 

I 
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'[ STATE OF THE STATE' ' 

, COLORADO'GOVERNORROY ROl\lER 
JANUARY 11'; 1996 

I'inreally looking forwardio this c~river~ation .. 
, , 

" , , , , 

And I want to bringgreet~ngs to all'ofyou. SenatorNorton, Speaker Berry, 
Senator Feeley, Represen,tative Kerns, Mayor Webb, all of you. 

, ' ·1 . ' '. ' , , . ' 

I 
" " I 

I'd like,to a~kno~ledg~t~e pres~nceofmy wife Bea a portion of my family: Ai 
!ot of what I say today, comes from that experience.' , I 

. , , I 
I' dalso like to remember Jeanne Faatz, this morning. I understand she's still iri 
Chicago andhas;,some serious injuries, arid I think oUr hearts are with her. ' "I 

Let me say, ,we' have a10t t9 talk-about. 
" , I 
I 

Colorad9,isdoingwelL~., " • 

, Our eco~omy ·is strong;;' ,':. 

" We live in o~e of the mo~t'beautiful places on earth. ' 

" !, ' , 

And we are just blessed to live in Colorado, and we've, worked hard to get 
where we are. We.ought to be proud of what we've done together. ' 

. . . l '. : , '~ , " I 

But I thi~ we can do better. , We cannot rest in our ~fforts.t9 keep our economy 
strong. .... . , .... '. .'. '. .! 

We' can't forget there ~re: cracks in the foUndation of this society that we' , 

need to try to heal. Not everyone, has a seat at the table. 
'j , ,,' 

Now hf!re's the central question" for me as Governor, for ,you as legislators, 
and fotthe citizens 'of C~lorado: how can we take .the' good we have and 
reach fc)f so~ething higher?, ' 

" , .., 

Not all societies have that privilege; we do. And I think we ,can exercise 
that resp~nsibility. How do we,do it? " 

'! ,"I 

We' ye got'to return to the b~iCs.:: 

" ' 



Let me, tdl Y9,U a 'story: Icalled an ,old 'friend, John \1ul'ph:(of Durango. '<1 
couple ot'mo'nths ago. '\Ve;vebeen friends for 40 ,years: John was" ~ , 
c.ivil1!..!. . .I \\'anted to relate to him'in a meanin!2ful \Va\', because I knew that'" 
tl~is l~light be'the last time we'dtat'ked. And~I \Va~t~d him to know 
that I was thinking of him and I wanted him to know how I was teelirig. 
He interrupted me, becaurse he knew what I was trying to do, and he said, 
"Roy, I feel good. I feel good about the life I've lived because I feel good 
a~out the ~ay I raised,my children. ' Notmuch else matters when you look 
back at life fro'in that'p~rspective.""" ' " 

. , 

Now, there 'are all kinds of ways that w~ could judge a society. 
, , 

But'I fikeJohri'sway. : I 
I 

,1 

, If we raise our childrendght, everything else will probably fit. 
, .. . ...". 

And so, as we look forviarq to our work together as we reach 
, higher, I think-we should commi~ ourselves - as 'a people in'this 

community called'Colorado - to make Colorado thevery best place to raise a' 
child.',,,,,,."" 

Now, it's kind of a simple vision. ,It really is. But it,'will ~e the focus of my 
final term as Governor. 

How c~m we' make this the best place to niise a ~hild? 

Let's start 'by trying'to l~ok-inside the'mind of atypical 'Coiorado 'family. ' 

"Parents -: who are trying 'to do the best job they:can, tryingto r~ise their 
children, working one:job, sometime'S; Two, are, going to ask these questions:: 

!t is this job going to beh~re, next ye~?: "I 
, It can I afford hoUsing and health insurance for my family? 

'. can I keep my family safe? 
, '.' will the v~lues'.I try, t~ instill in my children be ovetwhelmed by the II 

peer relatIonships which they have, or by what they see on TV? 
I .' cat}, I find child c~e that I need, and Can I afford it, and can I trust it, 

when I leave my child ~ere? 
• will my kids leam what' they need to leam'at school? 

• .' , 'I : • 

" 
\, 

.. ' 
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I 

" 

, • 1 • 

• can ltake careiofrny parentswhen,they're old and \Vhat~lbO~lt\vhen':' 
I'm old?'" 

How vve - not'j us't govel:nillent,' but as a, people ~'address these 
,anxieties, these ne,eds, how'\ve do it will define "vhat kind of a,place 
Colorado will becom'e.· . 

'. : -

Now, I believe that we,'ve got to. focu's ourselves - both as a community, 
and as elected officials -"- on fourchallenge's: . ' 

'First, l~t's m'ake ~he lives of young children our highest p'riority. 

Second, let's make Colorado schOols second to 'none .. 

Third let's be sure that ~ve keep our economy the strongest in the nation. 
. ' . 

And fouith let's keep our environment and natural bea1,ltythe envy of the 
world.' ' 

, . I ',' , 

Now, if we do those fq~r things, I thInk that we wiII keep faith with that'. 
vision of becoming the best plase to ~aise a chit'd.· . . 

I 

I'd like to talk about each ,of these challenges. 

Let me start, with Early Childhood. I think our first challenge is to make 
the lives of~ur young children our highest prio'rity. 

Parents have always ,w~ted the best for their chil'dren'.' But think about' 
how'much harder it is for par,ents today. Most of us grew up with a family 
nearby, where neighbors watched'out for not just their children ,but our . 
children. For many, that's nb longer a reality~ 

. Theri~' sa challenge of parenting, sometimes it's 'overwhelming. Those 
who need child care w~rry about the qu~ity of th'at care. Every parent 
worries about being able to afford decent health care. , ... 

But let's start what are we doing.· 

Col()rado has und'ertaken one of the most exciting and innovative strategies 
, ' '. '- j 

, I 
• ( ,!' 3 

~.: ' 
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.. ' 

" ' I 

! " 

. ," . . , 

10 Illak:e 'this the best place fOl" (1 child tei be born and to gr~w Up.' ,', 
I 

, , , 

! l' S called Bright Beginnings, I 
I ' 

It's a n(im-govemmental program, it'~volunteer: it's community-based. 
effort to: 

I , 1 
t s an 

:'. support hew parerits; , 
'. have universal access to health ~are for young children; 
• to cre'ate "fa~ily:-frien91y". w0~kplaces; , ' 
4. have more e,ffeetive support systems for teen parents; and 
• ,tp fry to improve the quality of child care throughout Colorado; 

-" 

, " 

Now, ,55,000 babies are born each ye~r in this state. They don't come 
, with instruction books and'they don't come with 1-800 ~limbers. Bright,' 

Beginnings therefore, is organized to provide what we call a "Warm ' ' 
Welcome." We wa~tto get to the ,place where wecan have'a trained 
volunt€!e~, non-govemm<?nt 'person, from the community ~isit,everyo~e of 

, those parents within 2 to J weeks of birth and showup and say 3 things: 
l .", First, here's kind of a check list of what you may confront in the' 

" fIrst ,year in the life of a child. " 
.. 'Second, here is what's: availableirj your 'community in your, 

region to help you meet that check list; 'and 
" " Third, here's a:mentorship, totally voluntary, that's available to you if 

you want it. So, that you can have 'somebody to consult with as YOl.l ' 

, go through the firs~ year of that baby's life. ' 

'N~~ Princess Di, in England,when she' had he~ babies, s4,e had such' a 
visitor. That was very accepted in that cultUre. I think that is one of the 
steps that we can and w<? should make in beginning to help Colorado 
respond to the life of the early ,child. , 

" 
Think about it: thousands 'of volunteers frQmchurches, from, service 'clubs, 

. . .' 
from, the ~t~hom:e moms, retirees, and others giving of themselves to care 

"\ and nurtUre the youngest children among us. 
• • < • 

, , ' 

, ' 

We'vealready raised $1 rpil1ion in ,this effort. Brad Butler, the former, 
, I . <, . ' 1. , . 

chairnlan of the' board of Procter & Gamble is Co-chairing it with us and 
Senator Tom Norton is also very supportive ~d is part of the leadership of*s. 

, , ' I 
'. "< 

l , 
4 ' ' 

, I. 
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, ' 
< 

, :t 
, , 

So thisisa bipartisan gO\:el;nment!non-g~vernmem erlon' an'd it's one thar' [, 
thil~kilas gre::lt pron:lisc'." .' ' 

'd' , 

Next, Child care. 
, ' ,. 

, In Colorado,most paFehts work. ,As a result, 'oyer 100,000 children spend 
8-10 tlours, five days a week, in "child care. ' , I' ." 

And yet, they say most child care centers in Colorado are, at qest aver~~e, i' ' 
sometimes me'diocre, when 'you rat~ them, in terms of safety, in terms oneachel~' 
training, in terms of equipm~nt. " ' " "" ' ' , t, 

, ',. '-." 

But H~e child care is too costly for rriany. Many parents' take up to 2,3 ' 
percent of their incom'es for child care. To help solve this' problem I' I. 

reached o'ut to ,the business community and got some very, very good, I ' 
I leadership and help here.: ' 

That 'business· cominunity has committed ~o work with us over aperibd .1 
of time" and they've made som(!'sugg~stions already. They've suggested to' m~ 

'that we establish a voluntary child care che'ck off on the state'incometax ' . 
I 

returns to help improve child care ~acilities. ' "I 
.. " 

': They h'ave aJso recomm~flded changing property taxa~sessments to allow; , 
child care facilities to be, taxed at the residential rather than the commercial 

',~' , ;- -

, rates. . 't, 

I'm also interested in their,proposal to, establish a refuIJ.dable child care tax 

j' 

, credit to provide financial support to workirtgp~e'nts who p.eed help in ' 
'paying for,child care. " ' 

\ 

The~e are good ideas an~ I would like to work wIth you on them and give " 
them strong consideration., " ' 

" ' 

, Because it is critical to haverfiore busines~e~ involved in solving the child 
care cIisis, this spring I'm going to ask business readers to join me in,a' 
series of summitS, across the state to explore how the private sector can 

, . '. . : , ' 

5 



better'respondto the child care:n~~dsacross the board . 

,PreschooL .,' 

.' , ' 

, , 

" 

In my first term; with your help, we established the Colorado Preschool 
Program. 'Yo~~ know that we now' are up to 8,500 thildre~. Ard'I \vould 
urge you to coptinue to ,support that program. And I also supp~rt opening 

, it to thn::e-year-~lds as local need dictates. ' 
I, 

" , 

, 1 
i 

I • .'" 

The issue of.fatherho~d is a controversial subject; we've gotto face it h~ad on. ; 
An alarming number of children are growingup,without fathers - 40 percent in: 
Denver. Now being a parert is tbugh,but be'ing a single parent is even tougher! 
Many do'an' outst'andingjob'at that, but it,'s 'still tough. " ' , "'j 

" I 

Re,cords show that kids without fathers aren;lOre likely to'live in poverty, to 
commit violent crimes;to becotfte teen parents a~ too ,early of an'age and to 
leave their own children. 

I con~eiled a Task For~e"on Respohsible Fatherh~odthat will make some 
recommei1datio~s that I hope you will cohsider along with me. Already, ' 
they've suggested, that we revarripthecumbersome public assistance 
programs which has fath~r~ :payirg the'state to support theirkids. 

And the:y've proposed we re-think our approach ,to public programs, to the 
court system and to com.n;tunity resourcesto make sUre 'that weare holding 
fathers responsible for th~ir children, and not chasing them away.' ' 

. . . . 

Another thing that worries parents is the cost of health ifIsurance for their 
own children. ' , ",,' '" " " ' " ,,:' ,', 

" ' 

Right: now in Colorado 150,000 of our children dOh't have access'to health 
, care' l~ecause their,parents ~'3p.'t affqrd it thtough health iDsurance.' Almo~t 
all ~f those children -- 87 'perc'ent - have at least one parent who is " 
'eniploy:ed. ' ' ,," ' 

.,' . 

N ow think about that. 

Thesl~ are people who ar~employedarid tht!y do n~t have adequate' 
coverage. 

6 
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I 

" 

In a stat.e thaLel'ljoys,our level ofprosperity, that's not right. That's just 
not right, ' , "",. ' , 

I understand that there is !llat o{dis~greement in this country about l~ow to 
sof~e the. health care problem.' I'm,n;t here to argue ab~ut that: ' , 

But can't we at least agree that in Colorado we have a collective moral 
obligation to hold our children harmless, and to provide each an~ every one 
of them with basic health care in the early years? 

C~n't we at least agree o~ that? , 
. , ~(l 

, In the budget that I submitted ~o you, I hav~ set aside $l4million to begin 
, to deal with this issue - an amount tfuilt we certainly can afford this year.' 

'. It's not going to be enough ,but it's a start. I think we can be 'creative in 
how we 'use this money to reach the maximum number of children. We ca~ 
build upon existing programs like the Colorado Chil~ Health Plan - or " 
we ~an 'encourage innovativ~,iqeas.to spring up ~n communities. 

Representative Ben Clark is sponsoring legislation, I'm sure with others in 
the room~ that supports a tax credit that build:;; on the insUJ;ance 
infrastlucture already in place and 'gives incent~ves t6 businesses to be a 
part'ofthe solution. I'm open to 'ideasandI'm sure that together we can 
solve this problem. ' 1 

" . " 

So, lef's commit to o,neanother today that, by the time this legislature 
adjoun1s 119 day~ from now, we wi~l have,putourselves clearly on a path 
to provide health care to every child in Colorado. ' ' 

Let m'e speak about it p~rsonally. '. I had some of ol:lf,grandchildren. 
in our home. You've been there, it ',s got marb'le floors. One of them the 
day befo~e. Christmas, running, J 8. months old~: bang, right on his head. Had 
a lump the size of my fist. ,land the tWo parents rusheq over to the 

.. emergency room of Children's Hospital, and the child was fme. We cared' 
for the child, he got great medical care. His name is John Rockefeller . 
Romer: No, no, not Rockefeller, (now that will make the news), John 
Firest(:me Romer~. Ortce1you get out.ofthecouhtry aU 'those names 'sound the 
same~:o me., 

But let me tellho\Y I felt that morning. 
7 
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[ knew where that hospitid \\'as, lknew how to 'get there ~ I had a . . 
car. And I ~\'as trying to think of everybody else in the coumr)1 [he day 
bef()re Christmas, v/ho might not have th.e same knowledge. . 'I 
You' know, I have troubl~ eating, when I'msitting next to a hung~y person. ,I 
honestly do. And I think all of us need to think hard about this issue, of how 
can we, in a society as prosperous-as <;>urs, find a way to getsome of the " 
minimal elel1fents of how'· you live 'the good life. Aiidpart of that ishealthcard, 
that is available to all children. '150,000 in this,state~ donot have coverage.' I;' 
think,we can get thatjohdone together., ,,:' , . - , 

' •• ,. .,,' f 

• ' I ~! ,< ,. ' , • 

If we: are going to ,make Colorado' the best place to raise a child, our first, 
. challenge is to'make yciting'chilaren our highest priority. 

, , 
I 
.! 

Our ,next challenge is to ma~e the 'schools that these kids attend second to nonF' 
Second to none in the world. ".. i 

I 

Every school day.more than: 650,000 kids go off to school. 
time in school than they ,do with their parents. 

I 
Many spend mo~et 

'But the parents are askirig: , 
.1 Are my kids going to be safe' when they get there? 
.1 Are the values 1 amtrying to teach them going to be reinforced, or 

undermi~ed?' " '. ' . . ' " 

'I .. Are they learn~ng,what they ne~d to know to get a goodjoq and be 'j 

good citizens?: Are they being challerigedto be' all that they CaD: be?, 
'. They are going to ask,what aren't they doing that we should.be ' 

doing? ' , ', .. , ' 

• Why aren't th~y bringing home more homework? 

I 

, , 

, . " . . I 
'. ' We'~e b'een on this issue a'long time and we know there is rio q~ick fix. All df , . 

you know that. " ',,:, -'.' .... " . I,. 
, • , t 

We' re rri~g progress, but we're not there yet. '1, 

Fundamentally, what matters most is' improving student performance. We 
were right three years ago wheri we 'directed public schools to set high . I 
standards for student learning and to make sure students meet those' . 
standards. Your leadership was,crucial on that struggle and it still is. 

. .' i ' , , 

8, ' 
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I,: ' 

We nowha\'c model stan'd~rds in place at the state l.eveL Communities are 
setting their 0\\'11 standat',ds, <1nd\\'e'll have the first measurement of l)Lll" 

l)rogre5s next year. 

. Now, Colonido's standards quite frankly are 'a model for the nation .. 
, , " 

This morning, I was on a cqriference call with S othe~'gQveinors, Lou 
gers1:I1er and six other executives:, ,(Lou,Gerstner is the head of IBM), 

, I.' 

, meeting in Chicago. Lef:me telLyo\lwhat it's about. . We are going to ' 
, have a summit 011 EducationaISta~dards' and A~sessments in March . 
, ",' , ' ;, , 

sponsored by executives:and by governors. And we are trying to take the' 
next step'because this is crucial. Ifwe are truly going to have'good 
schooh:, we've got to set clearly what it is we expect a youngster to know 
and be able to do. ' 

Then we've got to have clear measurement. That's just the.start. 
, 

, The next thing is we've got to'te,llparents: This is what your 
youngsters should know and be~ble to do ih' m,ath"inthe fourth grade;, 
and thi:5 is where he is:.' And if that y()ungster iSl.Ona failing ~ourse: we've 

, , ' " . ' , ~' '. \ 

got to blow the whistle for that youngster, for those parents and for 
that school. But then we've got to take further steps. We've got to 
give that youngster more time on task. We sho,uld not pass'the~ . 
from lhefourth grade to the fifth grade if they haven't,accomplished 
what they should do in the fourth grade. You know, let me tell you, 
I'vesa~.d this before, it's kind of like an educationai cat scan. You say this 
is where that youngster is. 'If he is failing, we've got to stop right there 
and do somet~ing bec(iuse otherwise it ~ccumuIates throughout life. 

Now, what do we do? . We need to ,improve the, amount 'of time the' 
. .' i,'" , 

'" kids spend 'in school and ontask. That's why in the Qudget I, gave youori 
school finarlce I recommend that YO,li put one percent for inflation - 22 
'million dpllars. 

I rect~nunend you put another 22 'million dollars out ~ere, but make it 
availabre only if the school pledges to expand the amount of time kids 
spend learmng. .' 

You se:e it's only fair. It d<?esn't make sense to set high standards,and 
. do accurate assessment and then don't give the kid a chance to learn. 

I 
" 
j 

'I 

., 
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It's just not bil', So you'vc:gotto do this: the schools hav,e, got to do ' 
this, '. "', 

, Beyond that, we've,got to h'ave teach~rs tha(ure better trained to 
do thejo'b. l'inther~fore,suggestin'g'that$iO million of that increased 
money forpublic schools be absolutely set aside for improved 

, instruct.ion~ 'I think teachers and schools willwelcorrie that. 'But I think 
that we have a leg up on most 'people in the nation, and it's :our 

, responsi bility .19 keep going dOWfl t,hat course. 
. , . . 

Now let me also speak about Charter Schools. 
" 

!" 
, 

I ' , ' 

, I. 

T think we need more innovation and more choices in schools; different students 
learn in different ways. One of the most promising effqrts ip. this area hasbeeri " 
charter scho'~l~ - schools th~t teachers and parents can orga~ize and run. And I' , 

, we should continue to support and expand charter schools, and a commission I 

, hasbeen,studyirig this and has examined some ioeas and will share 'them for i 

improvement and I think we ought to follow those recommendations. I 
. ~ " ~ '. . . 

, We' also need to do a better job of using technol~gy' as a tool of learning.' I 'I' 
think it's amazing how many of us, particularly :over Ch,ristrhas" have our I 
grandchildren coming to us, showing us' how' to run the computer; It is I ' 
absolut,ely unbelievable how fast this world is going to change in terms of the I ' 
way we handleinforIn1:ltion. We ne~d to get ,aU our youngsters familiar wi~ 1 

that inDJrmationrevolution.: Familiar with the hardware and the software. Butl 
what a wond~rful tool to 'learn: " ' 

Well folks we 'can't do it unless we think a lot more clearly than we have 
to date on how we do, it. '" ' 

)', 

I. ,- . J 

I'm going to come back on t,echnqlogy when I 'speak about the economy., 
. '; , . . 

But sim~ly put, we need to get the ~ight pipes g~ing to the right place, you 
know the conduits for high data tra..nsmission; Then we need to fmd' a way 
to share that' cost. Ther~'s no sense 0'[ going in alone; a higher ' ' , 
educational institution doing it this way, a public school this way, a, , 

" hospital this way, the police and sheriff doing it this way and the private 
, sector ~loing it another'way. "We ought to get together and get a plan. We 

ought to get a very firm plan in ~olo'rado ~s to how we are going to put in 
the hardware and the ,piping. Then we ought to 'get stafldards so that each ' 

10 
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system can talk to the other. Then we ought to make some col lecth:e ,~' , 
'purchasilig. Collective purc,ha~ing, dealing with the pri\'ate sector so tI18\, 
\\'e can Qet this iob done. 

, ~ . 

Many of you are dealing wi'th this subject. 

l've:a'sked Andre Pettigrew; the head of Dept. Of Administration, to put 
this as one of his highest priorities. 

And .(, ll. tell you as 'governor, I am riot going to approve one item goi~g , 
singular: r'm just going to put a stop to all t.he kinds of investme~ts 'we, 
makein this bllsiness until we ,can do it in a coordinated, effiCient, cost ,," 
effective fas~ion, " ' 

',f ' 

But the same way I'm going to say let'sget with it, there is a possibility 
that we can use technology to improve learnIng, 

But also just'remember irs not a·miracle cure. It's only 'a tool, it only 
follows what we ought to previously defme is about what they should 
learn 'and how the learning takes effect. 

, , 

Kids can't learn in a disruptiveenv~ronment. Together, ,yve've taken steps 
to bring discipline back to our classrooms. 

", ,Before that, weaH know that no matter hc>wwellwe edubate our kids~their 
futun~ will never be wha(it :should bfLunless they ,are safe in their 
neighb(;)rhoods. ' ' 

. , 

, Over the past few years, we have wo~ked 'together on the fight against crime;' 
We've banned guns in the hands of kids. ' ' 

We' \re st~engthened our 9~minallaws. 

In this session, we should maintain our funding for the youth crime preventiod 
initiative. We also are revising the ch,ildren's code. I support many of the I: 
proposed changes.,' " , . " . " . l; .. -' . ' !. , ' 
But I 'want to' b~ very clel;lt right'up front: I will not support ending, compulsory' ' 
education. I'll veto. it.. ',. " : . ','. ',' " ': ' , , ,;, ,,:' . ,'-,j " , 

" ':' . ,1 , ,- I 

, ' '1, 

'.. I: 1 .j 

"I , 
,I I', . . ~ 

I, 



'[ 
" ,I I, ',,' .' , 

,\nd .... ' l:hallenge y'ou 'as: I have before ',to creat~ alternative schools, tor' 
(',\pel led students. \Ve can't tbrow away J:.ids. I thi'nk \.ve've got to be verv 

. ,-lisciplined. Yo'u',:e,gpt to say, ",ify'Our not going tocontribute'tot'helear-nina 
am10sphere 'in this'room - you're out .of here. "But we are smart enough to -
know just to say "you're out of here" IS going to cost us thousands if not ' 
millions of dollars for that child unless we,give them another way.' We've 11:Ot 
an obligatiol1; both for the child and'to the community to, get another way'; ,'""' 

! 

; 

", I, 
• ' , j , 

We needtbfopusupon'the critical transition between school and gettingajob.! 
" And I want to'compliment theLt. Governor, Gail Schoettler, for the,leadership! 
, that she's been giving to us in this area. ,', '.', , ,',. ',.," I 

School-to-work is a community partnership of businesses, schools and 
community organizations coming together to ,fundamentally change the way we 
educate our children., It links a strongcurriculurrf, based on rigorous standardst 
with eareer knowledge an~ experience.' t, 

•. 1', ',' 

Representative, F oster, I r~~embe~ visiting apia:,t in your community . It, ha~ r ; 
three initials I can't-remember the name of it,"butit was a wonderful illustration' 
of a youngster, a high school youngster, operating a very complicated lathe. I' 
And this youngster had not just learned to operate the lathe, he'd learned how to 
set the computer program for it. As I talk~d with, him he said '~Governor I want 
to, after I get this job under my'b~lt,go for engineering". Absolutely a':: I. 

'wonderful example in your community of what School-~o-Work can do., We I 

need to do more of that. ';,' , . 

Ail rig1:lt, rve beep speaking about early childhpod, about public 
education, let me tum to high~reducation. 

If this is to' be the best place':to raise a child, then, in addition to reforming 
our public schools; w~ also must improve higher education in the state." . 

. P~st-se(:ondarY edticatio~;haSbecome anecessity formany. Our system 
must continue. to be,6fhigIt quality and focused upon the needs of the 
workpla.ce~ But it's also got to be affordable and assessable. . " 

Now, I support legislation: and I believe it will be authored by'Senator 
Meiklejohn and other,s, th~t \ViII hold 0\lr higher educ~tionalinstitutions 
accountable for quality in botht~aching'andresearch. This legislation . " ' , 

.. , 
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iIlSlire:~lhat\'our investment'in higher ecl\]cAtion i:s as etTecti've as POSSiDl~ " 
~11ld it provides 'students and'parerits'information they need to 111[1l-:.e better 
liecisions,abollt 'selectj,1g.'all in~titu'tionthat fits tor them. ' ',,' 

. " : " ",,' (' I . • ' " 

I'd also iike'to speak about technology and higher edu'cation. 

We need to take advantage of the opp~rt~nities that are presented':bynew 
technological forms. I'm excited abbutwhat can be dqne here. For.studel1ts to' 
get training and,credentialsnow theyhave to attend it 'place called coHege or' I 
unive:~sity. And they need to:be accredited by that. ~ believe we are going to ' 
come to a way i~ which we can offer education beyond high schodl' and 'we 
would call it a virtual university., 

I am working with Mike Le(ivitt of Utah and'some other Governors on this 
point. Let' me describe it. Many companies now have'within their corporate, 
structur,e extensive training and'they will give a <:ertificate of mastery to their 
employees. You can see inthefutufe "Yhere, people will be learning -- from 

, distant learning, CD..,ROM and many other ways. But if they are reflding, to ge~ 
,acknowledgment of what they know, they need some kind of examination and,! 
accre?itati~n.. ~ e can dev~lop that. ,So that whether or not you're out there'· I 

studymg ,wltp distant learnmg, CD-ROM, or what ever, you can cO,me to, a: place 
'and say:, "I want to have you verify my kq'owledge and I, want you to accredit 
, my knowledge." That will b~, a way in which we, can not only make education 
more assessible but at lower, costs .. ' . ' 

',Now, let me tell you one other kicker that comes fromthat. When we b~gan:to' 
'be able to verify what is the. value added -!o, what you've.began with and what, 
'you've ,got now and get certified-:- then we go to the college andunive'rsity 
cpmmunity and say "Can you apply this 'to your group?'" ~t will be a very 
interesting way for us·to ,measure qua.lity and we need that. . ".' . 

There is some exciting thing~out there for us and the' use ,of technology. 
, . ,. , . 

If th'is' i~) going to be the b~~t place to' rai~e a child in Colorado, ~e need to 
nurture an economy to provide best jobs and the best wages we.can find .. ' 

• I . '. .', " 'I 

It's simple. You can't raise a~hild without ajob: 
• '1 

" 
" 
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Now, let's talk nO\v,about this challeng.e - How can we"keep our econOllW ' 
strong? ' ~ ~. , , , . ' ' .: I 

Right now it; s probably 'one of the healthiest ones in the nat,ion. 
'f, ," 

, , ~ " 

We have 3.8 percent unemployment. More Coloradans .have jobs - 2 million 
of us - than at any time.in bur history.' : 

But in tht! hew world ec~n~my in ~hich We comp~te, ";e can't be ~omplacent. 
We~ve got to change as times change. We've got to maintain that economic, 

r _ ;. 

advant~lgle. : 
'. . ': ' , 

That's why we're restructuring our economic development programs to make' 
tliem more 'efficient.yve've got,~ wonderful new person heading it: John Dill. 

, ' . 
That's why,we are targeting businesses to provide high q'uality jobs, such as 
telecommunications, environm,ental restoration -- jobs that pay go04 wages: ,. 

That's ·~hywe are 'reforming the;way g()Vernment deals with businesses . 
. I want to really complim~~t the Health Department for the way in which they 
, have reached out to bUsine$ses and said "We are going to have a user' friendly, 

Health Department, but we~ are 'still going to do, o4rj 0 bs." 
, ' 

And that is why ,we needto re.;.ex~rrii~e the enterpii~ezone program this year. 
It's helped,us in the past; it's clearly gotten out of bounds. It needs substantial 
reform~ And if you' can't 'reform it" you probably 0llght to get rid of it. Arid I ' 
challenge you to do that this session. ' 

Now, these measures will pr()vid~ a climate for"continued success. But we 'J1.eed ' 
to do ·more. We need to make sure that our infrastructure improves and 
improves people's lives and ~eeps pace wit~ mit economy. 

People' we stuck in, traffic. Too m~y of pur roads are in bad shap~ -- and there 
are not eHough transportation ,aitern8:tives for pe<;>p'le who' want them. " " , 

Now, ataminimum" weneed,to aHa,cate an additional $100 million from our 
genera~ fimd reserves in each of the next five years, tohelp fund higb.ways and 
other traflsportation projects: , : 
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But even [his is not going be' enough:' Local comlllunities around the state havJ 
idelluiti(~d ilccds Lhat br oLltixlcC our current funding capacity,; , 

And for that reason, l'~!e,app~inted a St'ue',Ribbon Transportai'ion P~melof ' 
community leaders 'statewide group to assess transpon;ation and'funding :' ' , 
alternatives. Now, the specific recommendations will beavailab,le to us in ' 'i 
February. ..I 

• ,I 

, ' ,I 

< And we need to fihd a w~y. t~ meet these needs t'ogether. But whateve'r we' dO'ih ' 

this process ~h~uld not. take away from o~r'ot~~~ prior.ities., That's why I will I:, 
, oppose any effort to remstat,e the Noble qlli. I II veto It. ", ' . ' " 

, • • ' I 

. ~l .' I. ' .. . . • ", ' , 

Now, letme tell you why. It's very important YOH know where I am on this as 
you beg,in this session.'N, e ha~e' good times right now for'this general fund. I I 
can't tell what our times are going to be' four years from now and I can't tell 

',you fully,Whatthe federal.government Isgoing.to do. 

But I don't want to take mo'neY'away fro~ educati~g 'kids to fill potholes. 
1 , 

I'm quite willing t6~orkwith you. Annually, you ~aY'want tO,look at your I 
budget ,~nd say "OK we will ~ove some money bver to high~ays.'·' But I'm 1 

not gbing to erode,that tax base permanently. ,It'ls the wrong thing to do. 1 

W. e h,ivl;! h~d histori.cal.ly ~ div.,isi~n h~re a!ld I th,i~ you,o,ught't.o ~eep it. I'" , I 

thmk OUlr hIghest prIOrIty IS to mamUim our capacIty to make thIS place the best· 
plate to raise a cD.ild and that means to, sustain that general f\md's a:bility,to" "I 

support education. " ' ' , " ' ' , ' 'I 
1 

.1 
We also need to focus,'on air and rail transport syst~ms. 

~' ' 

, And infi~astn:c~re obviollsly,,is notjusth~ghwa~s and r~il ~d ~ir. I said it's "j' 
'telecommulllcatlOns,and I spoke about that earlIer., I thInk that as we work that 
out together we ~ill find a truly creative ~ay to inak~ thetiew infrastructure of I·, ': 

, telecommunications a useful tool. . 
,I 

\ 
'" 

The fourth challenge: 'growth an~ the environment. . '.' ," . . ~. . . . ~ , 

The gro'wthwe hav~ experien¢ed in recent years has 'us ne'arly busti,ng at the 
seams in many areaS, and ,Coloradans are genuin~ly concern~d about whether 
wear(! 'going .to be able to preserve our open spaces, keep our air clean, pr9,tect 

-'. ' 
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, ourw'i lell i J~. and' pl:es~rve th,e u,niq u~n~ss of our di fferent com;nunit1es and ouJ

I 
dlfterentre~lIons: ...., '" ,-

r "- ," . " . " 

Frorri our 'farms to our mountains, to, o~r riyers, to our.valleys, this is truly one i 
of the most beautiful places on earth. We have, ~in my judgment, a sacred' " 
obligation~,t'o ourselves, to.our chi-ldren and to future generatio,~s'not to lose 
tha~ beauty .. ,: ,'" 

'J 

Last xeara,t t~is ti'me, ,we 'started the Smart Qrowth and Development initiativel 
to go to Colorado's communities to ider:-tify specificand'effective ways'to" : 
make growth work for us, not against us.Wehaye focused qn an agenda th.at " 
has bt:!en driven by citizer:-s from the bottom up, not the top down ~ from the 
community ·level.~nd not' the ,state, level. " 

Thous:;tnds ot~Color~dans h~ve participated in this process to be1rt:er their 
communities. We need to k~ep faith with th9se citizens, and we need to take 
their"recommendations seriously, and we ri~'ed to act on them this'session. 

The n~com'ine~dation~'cover dozens ofimportan,tissues fr~~e~onOinic' ,,' , I " 
development,to education'tq, transp(}rtat~on to agriculture to the environment, ' 
and provide a road map' ofhpw.we maintainour high quality of life in' 
Colorado.,' ' , ' , . 

.' '. ", 1 > 

I 
I've alr~ady discussed many of these issues but I'd like to hl~ighttwo 
recommendations. r 

first, we need to give count;~s better tools to address land use issues. ~ow rvb 
listened very carefully to your comments ahd when you say'this is a matter we 
should leave to local government and local conu:nunities. 'r agree'with you. "r 
just want to give local goverfunents 'an~ localco'mmunities the tools they have 
to have to deal' with it on a local level. So if,weare ser~ous about giving them 

: gre~tability to grow smart We nee,d to challenge the so~al1~d 35-'acr~ rule, 
which restricts a local coriununity's ability to m~ageits own gro:wtb 
effectively. Now I believe, through this ,Smart Growth process~ dtiZens have, 

, developed a balanced set ~fsuggestions, and I urge you to act on them. We've ':., 
worked very hard ~o try to get all perspectiv:es iri on this solution., , I 

, I 

" t. ' I 
, " I 

'Second, we nee<;i to refonn the structure and mission of the Land Board so that! 
it re'sponds -to a broader s~t of commu'nity value~~ The L~d Board manages 3 , 
million acres of state land. Because of the narrow constitutional mandate to -I 
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, I . " 

'1" 

manage the,se lands for maXimllll! rev'enue, the Land Boa'rd's ~ctions too 6ft~n 
contlictwith loc~lplans a~d' 10caJ priorities: Now, allo\\'ing the Land Board I 

more nexi,b~lity will require a change t~)(he state Constitution, and I ask VOl! tol 
. " . . '. . ~ 

act to refer that measure to voters.' 
,,' 
, ' 

Now there are some other challenges in 'the environment. We have made great 
, prog~ess in cleaning up t~e air. Twenty' years ago; for instance, the metro area 
violated the federal standard for carbon mono~ide ,over a 1 00 tirrie~ a year. 
Now, if's only one or two times a year; and the tr~nd continues downward. 
This year~ for the first ti~e since federal air quality standards were set, we' will 
be in compliance with the standard for ozone. " 

I "', 

What we have done has wqrked, and we cannot afford to reverse course. We 
, must demand thatthe prog~am~, work effectively and efficiently. But'it is not 

,,' too' m~ch to ask rhetro area drive:rs to' have their cars i'nsp~cted onc'e 'every two 
, years to make sure they don't pollute our air. ',' , " ' ' , , 

',' 

And we need to continue to bro'adly support locallY' driven efforts 'to clean up , I " 

the Brown Cloud ihDenver,,- not because the federal government tdls us to do ' 
it, but becaus~, ii;'s the right thing to do.' ' , " , ' 

',. " 

, Now, I'm very excited ~bout the partnerships - with the help qf Great Outdood 
, , 'Colorado ~ t~at are being creative to preserve open space: 1 particularly ~ould I' 

mention the Yampa Valley, we have some wonderful possibilities of working 
, together to preserve those values.' ' " ' 

Now, I said we .should ,make Colorado ,the best place to raise a child. 
talking ilbout our four key. challenges:' Let'~e review them. , 

And'! was 
,I 

.' , 

First, ,make the lives of our young children our highest priority. 
Second, build the very best edu~ation system in the nation. 
Third" keep our economy the strongest in the nation~ 

• • ' I,' ,I, 

And DDurth, keep our environment and natural beauty the envy of the world. 

I 

I 

I 

Now, I think we kllow how to do this. 'We have worked on this agenda before, ," 
. . ,,_, t· I. . _ ',. • I. 

we've worked on.it together arid we ne'ed to continue that work. " ,. I 

But there is another challenge that I've got ~o mention; and that's the challenge 
of our relationship to the federal government. 
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" 
The budget 'debate is critical tQ. Colorado ,and OLlr nation' s future. ! belie\'e' 111 a 
baJ:,ulce:d bl;dge~.l believe in a balanced budget 'in seven, years. But v,;h::u ' 
chani.!es the' federal'government' make are crucial for Colorado" 

'"- - , '! 

Wt; dOrl't yet know the tinarr~sult of'thisbudget'debate~ panicularly 
in the areas of Medicaid and welfare reform. ' 

, . 

\But it i,slikely we' will be,'handeCl inor~ responsibiliti~s andfe~er resources. 
,1, 

• • Jl ': ,. J ',' • 

We will have to decide what, as a state government, w.e can ,pay for:, and \vhat 
will have to be taken care of by individuals and by communities .. " ' 

, ' 

We shouldn't kid ourseh~es., It W0ll:'t be easy. And, it isn't going to be'dol1e 
quickly. " " 

, ' ~' ';' I 

Now, I can't predict wha~ is going toh8.;ppen in Washington or when it'will ' 
happen. But we should continue the welfare ref~rms that we began tWo years 
ago; they are working. W. e sh9uld expand them· state, wide. , We are ,on the right 
course here and we 'did it toge~her in a bipartisan way. I just want to say we I, 
should continue 'to do that:,' .' ,: ' ", ; , !, 

" ,l 
.1' , 

Secondly, we should continue to Vv:'ork toward'efficiencies in Medicaid, to an 
. ,extensiC>n of manage care,. And I ~i'lrbe, working with you also on that. . ,-, . 

I 

I 
I 

! 
Let me put this ~~ ili~ table. Any decisions' on re,apprppiiations of federal funds 
for Medicaia and welfare ought to be 'done' jointly by the, executive and I 

, ' . " 

legislative branches. I ~ink you':ve all had that ~uestionon your,minds. : I as al 
governor, believe that the issue of how you allocatewelfaie and Medicaidfund1s' 
is one that a legislative body and agoyernor ought to' both have responsibilit,ie~ 
for. And i think that may h~ye been a doubt in your minds let me clearthatup • 

• ,' I'" 

, But let vne say we, 1 can give yo~ some I think some ,infonnationthat will be , 
helpful. We started this with the federal government talk:4tg about a cut of I·~, 
$182 billion; inMedicaicl. As of three days agoithe'propos,al put on the table f 

by the maj()rity in Congr~s~ .on Medicaid was ~ Gut o~ $85 billion., . Now th:ink ai' , 
moment: about that We lllltlally were faced With a btll that passed Congress . 
that cut Medicaid $182 billion;' no~'we have a proposal 'on th~'table that says' 
$85 billion. That is real 'progress', I was looking for a letter, 1 don't have with. 
me that I wrote in August of this 'year to my fell()w governors. And the essence, 
o'fthat letter was the fItst thing we've got to do ,on Medicaid is reduce that Gut. 
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.', 

i ,.,' 
';' , 

It's par·alYsi~,'it'5.wrong.,They have I1Q[ done that. so whatever you:r projecrioti.' 
was for what. vall: \'e gono is reduced .bY hal f .' .' I 

. ,~ ;;, ' "" <" ,'- , , .: I v',, . .. , ! 

Now 'secondly,' there"sstill a lot 'inore deCision? to be n~ade. I \vill predictto 
you that you will have a great deal of more .flexibility.' . 

. ' ~ 

" 

, ',' I want to begin to conclude. . ' .. " r 

And a~ you know; that's an 'honest statement, when I say begin to conclude. 

I want to tell you, a story., I've :been working the, last few weeks with three 
'Republican governors arid two ,Democratic governors on one of the toughest 
issues-- Medicaid. ' . . 

, , 

. I 

, We met:last Friday and made suostantial progress. Not total; don't know if it 
,will 'hold 'tog,ether; but we made substantial progress. ' 

.' ' 

, , 

The governors in the'room were Engler from Michagan, Thompson from 
Wisconsin, Leavitt from 'Ut~h, Wilson froin California was on the, phone, 
myself, Chiles from Florida~ and Mill~'r from Ne~ada., Now the key to our . ' , 

, progress that we, made last Fr:iday was that, we trusted each other. We had very' ' 
hon~st differences; but we ,~~(e trying to stand in the other persons' shoes, in' . 

~ • - j 

the other states' shoes, trying to fmd common'ground. 

Let me just say from Colorado"s point of view, we're a state' that's, going to" 
grow~, 'Ne have,~ whole different cut-on how you put that formula together in a:" 

, state like New York or ~ichiga.ri, wh.os~ pop,:!lation m~y not grow.' , J 

i was there trying to represent Colorado's inter~st and the natiori'sinterest~d f, , 
. -, , " 

, the interest of people wno are served by that program. 
, , 

. But bac'k to this:' we were trying to stand.in each others', shoes trying to find 
common ground. And b:x common ground I don't ,mean just coming half way' 
betweell two'opposite p,ositiotls.' I mean continuing, to push our minds so that' 

'we can discover a true conimonpUrpose, a win for both sides. 
, And.more important,'a win for those that depended upon us to solve the. 

problem. . 
. \' 
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i Now thel:e )sa lesso'n 'i;lthis. as we do ou:' work in CoIOl:ado, whether as 

I 
I 

, cxecuti\;es side or as "legis I::ttot'S. whether:::'5 Republican. or as, Democrats. 
whether it's nlral or ,urban. we need to understand 'that there is a: commulhitv of 

, 'inter~st, a common good that\ve, all need .to re~ch for,~o try to fin~. ' ,I, -

'VVe have te:>' decide what is mOst important to us - our ideology, or the 
'co'mmunity of which we 'are a part. ' , 

, Ifour.ideology isJhe m()st imp~rtant to each of us,. then chances are we ~on't 
, ' . , 'I 
trust one another enough to solve our problems and we'll end up destroying our 

, , 

, community, , I 

I " • , ,'" ' ,', 

,I But if our community, is most important to each of us, then we 'will find alway to 
. ' , " 'I" 

'worktogether and to trust each other enough to solve our problems. I" 
. ' , , , " .' 1, 

Our'ideology will guide us, guide Us ,:but it will not control us. In the e'nk it's 
our community - our finding a ~aY· to live together - that must come fidt. ' 

. This is what our job is in thi~ ~ssembly. This is what we mean when we Llk 
, a.l~outr~storing trust in' OUf institutions, civilhy to our pu~lic' discussi?ri. i 
Part of this is to honor the'diver~ity ofpe~ple - the diversity ofthei~ ii'v~s, their 
hl~ritage, their cultures. " ' ' , , ", .' ' ',," ,,' I,'. ' 
Vir e nee'd to get away from the narrow, public debate about who ,"real 
'A,~ericansi' are, and focus instead on a' debate about what America's real 

- ' , . , i 
pl.ob~ems are. . I 

Vir e O'ught not focus on what separates us, ;but on what unites us'. ' 

, , 

'And~what ought to ~mite us is makingthis'the best place to raise a child. 
Now we havea:role to playas legislatorS, as governor, as citizens. But in this, 

" 'I 
business of raising children we· all have ruiother role to play. And that's the 
personal role modei that children uSe us for. , ' , '\. 

" .' • • • , \0- • ~. • • • , , , • • • " ~. 'I' , , 
" " ' " '.', ' , " ,.'.' , 

All o( us have gone through this where that child is looking at, us and is learning 
, '.al:JQut what it is to be adult~ I want to clos~ with a couple of comments o~ this" 

'ax'ea., Let me read you a song,-' it'sa60's andearly70'~ song by Harry qha~in, 
"Cats and the Cradle". Bear wit.h me. I 
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, 1 't' f 

/\ child arrj'\'ed ius't the other d:1\:, ' " . 
, ['1e cam,e to [h'e 'worldin the'Llsu~1 \\'3\', 

Byt th~re \\'ere planes to catch' and bills to p~y, .
He learned to walk while I was awav" ' ,'. ' 

, ., .,I, " 

And he was talking before l'knew it,and as he grew, he'd say, 
"I'mgonna be like'you dad, you know I'm gonna be like you,' 

My son turned 10 just theo'ther day, 
. ~ , " 

He said, "Thanks for the ball dad; come on let's,play." 
'~Cariyou teach me'to throw?",' " , 

'" 

I said, "t not today, Igota fot to do'." 
He said, "Thafs qkay." 

He walked but his smile never dimmed and said, 
"You know I'm gonnagrow'up just like him." I, 

, " 

Wel~ he: came from coneg~'just the other day, 
So much like a man 'I just had t6 say" ' 
"Son, 1'm proud of you, can you sit for awhile?" 

, 

He sho~)k his he~d and he said with a smile, 
"What I'd really like dad is to borrow the car keys; 
see ya later, can ,I have them ,please?' 'I've long since retired, my sons 
moved away" ,,' 
I called him up just the, other day ~d Isaiq., 
"I'd likc! to St:e you if you don't mind.": 

He said, "I'd love to d~d ifI'could find the time." , ' 
"You's~!e',the new job's a hassle and'the kids with the ,flu, ' ", 

• ' , t , " 

and it's sure nice talkin' ~b you dad, it's been sure nice talki~' to you." 
, . 

And as I hung up the phone it occurred to me~ 
He's grown up just like me, my boy was just like'me. 

I • • • " 

, " 

, . , 

, ' 

I " " 

Why do Ishare'that? I,think all ofus have this,experience'ofrole models. 'I ' 
want to share a little bit with you. I had a roie model. It w~ my own father. 
He paid a lot of attentionto me, but 'it ~as' ~,n a interesting, way. I wa~ born in i, 

\, ." l; 
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. 1928. \Vhen·1 \va~'6 y'~~rsof age, he began to keep a journal with me about, 
"vhal: lear~l'ed and \vhat I.spel1t.1 want 'togive' you four short items from that 

, journal, so lhat you can' get the role m-odel that I had and \Vh~n was the messaQe. 
, ..,' ,..' 1 ,', '., . • .' •. '~I, 

Now let me read it to you: , 

Janu~ry 1 T'''., 'There's a c?lumri, plus and minus, in and out." For 38 A's in your, 
reading book; five cents. OK. Let's look at thE: next entry. This is January 4,\ 
1935. ':'Singingwell at the Church pr~gram, 25' cents .. "Now, there was a 

judgment. there: .. 

But then there's this e,ntry: December 5, 1935, you see my father was my , 
banker,'arid he kept a Gount, and what I'had 1. got interest·on. ,And he' 

. religiously for'a year, added up what the interyst was at the endofthe year. 
Entry, December 5, 1935. "Interest paid to date!, 26 cents; less amount spent 
for' Christmas shopping, 40 cents, deficit in Christmas sho'pping over interest, 

,I .", ' I, . • 

" 14 cents," subtracted from th~ column. . 

. ' Thatwas my first confrontation with a Republic~n philos~phy ~f life.' 

One. las[note .. This is Octoqer 1', 193&, for things I did not do mInus 25 cents. 
, , 

. . 

Now,.! only sharethis with you because ~t was another illustration of what 
. mentoring is and the importanceof a role model, . , , 

As I t~-y to understap:d ,the ,world of childre~, when I enter a roo~, I often get 
. down on the floor and try to se,e the world as they see it. ' . 

. Recently, I've tried to imagine what I do with an eight year old by my side, 
observing not only wh~t are the decisions:that I make in public life, but also the 
waYi~.whichI conduct m~private life. .'. . .. ' " .', \ 

I 
.Let us~, let me throw ouf a challenge to you, as we go through this ,legislative . 
. session: every onceina while let's image that ei'ght year old s'tanding at our 
side asking us these questi,ons. 

, ,..-What kind of world are you creating for me? 
- Is it a world in which I'm going to be able to'learn all 

that I should le~?' . 
- . Is it a 'world i~ which I'm going to be healthy? 

. ,. 

, . 

I ' 
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, , 

:'.' 

." Is it a'world in\vhichl don'thave to:eat next to 
somebody who is hungry? , 

:iJ Is it'a :vorld ill \vl1ici1 I'm ing to have safe"str~t:[~'? ' 

Go .But particularly is it a worid in which the 'values, the wav 
in whi~h you treat other pe'ople, are things that I re~pect? I 

',' '",' 

, You ~10W r never told John Murphy this story, but I think he would have iiked 
it. 

.,. \ , 

1, ' 

, Among the mo.st accomplished and fabled, tribes of Africa an~ the Masai.: They 
are considered to have warriors more fearsome and more intelligent than all 
others. And it's still the tradition,. among the Masai, even those with no childr'eni 
of their own, that when they greet,each other, they say "and how are the i 
children?" , . .' .... . .. . ," ' 

• ,! , • 

The traditional answer is "all'the children are welL" .. 
, 

It meaIls that life is good. That our daily'struggle's do'not preclude us from 
placing our highest value on children. 

Nowthat: is our standard .. : 

This is how ~)Ur~ork will be judged. 

If our children are not well, then what could po~sibly be right? . . 

If the ~hildren are well, th~n .what possibly couid by wrong? ~ . 
" ., 

Fifty years from now, ifthe'ap.Swer.in Colorado "all t~e child~en ~e well," 
then WI;! wiUhave done our work .. 

'Thallk yciu very much. 

, . ' 

23 

I, 
I 


