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S Vrce President Al Gore
Lo T at ~
The Amencan Umversrty
S Washmgton DC - -
P . March 2, 1995

(ACKNOWLBDGENH?,NTS FROM ADVANCE)

© Most of us think of Thdmas Jefferson as our third Président, but of course, on
L iefferseri"s: own list of .aecemplishmente,,the Presidency finished far down the list. His :

" tombstone doesn’t even mention it. The inscription'hewrote for it, fréads '-‘Here ‘was buried |

A

 Thomas Jefferson author of the Declaratron of Amerlcan mdependence, of the Statute of

"Vu'gmra for rehgrous freedom and father of the Umversrty of Vrrgrma

-
.

. He was passronately commrtted to the Umv_ersrty. Durmg the first year of its -

" existence, there was an incident in whi:ehstuden’ts rioted, then, armed with- bricks and 'cane‘s;
' attacked the proféé;sors trying ‘to«restere order. - . ,
. . R “ § \ : L I . : P ! . ’

Jefferson was devastated The next da.y, at a meetmg between the students and the
'Umversrty Board he began to speak then burst into tears At whleh point the stlrdents were :
: so penltent that each e/f the‘ gullty enes cenfessed, one: e_f .-thern: Sayl_ng_, l‘ater, '"It was 'not Mr. |
#Jef'ferspxr’s }Nordi'sl'btflt‘{lisstealgs.. " e | | |
."It is' net srxrprisirrg 'that':Jefferson‘eared so deeplyabeut etirrcatien .--‘thistver)acious’ o
. reader wzth 12; 000 booi<s in his personal hbrary that later became the fotrndatron of the . .

(AN
[

’\Lrbrary ofCOngress AR TR Ty
. o ¥ B . .

' "If a natron expects to be 1gnorant and free ina state of crvrhzatlon " he wrote "it

" /_expects what never was, and never lwill be."



Why talk of Jefferson today‘? Because at thts moment an all out attack is bemg

waged agamst an mstltutron bom of the prmcrples that governed hla ltfe

| It is an 1nst1tutron that has done much to enrlch the educatlonal and mtellectual life of
| Amertca -- and that can do a lot more

That 1nst1tutron is publtc broadcastmg

I want to talk today about pubhc broadcastmg I want to descrrhe for you the many

¢

’ ways 1n whrch it serves as a, full partner in carrymg out thls natton s commltment to ;publtc' .

educatlon -~ partrcuiarly for chlldren o )

Next I want to take head—on the arguments propounded by some that pubhc

broadcastmg is a frill thls natron can no longer afford -ora luxury that could be (quote)
prlvatlzed." ' .,
And then I want to suggest some prmctples that should gmde those of us who care

co

‘ deeply about educatton and want to help reshape it for the future |

Fmally, I want to, pomt out that the. attack on PBS has‘. not occurredti'n'iS'olation: It i’s
e 'part of a broad assault on programs that enrlch the hves of American ehlldren offer them
hopé of a hnghter future and care for them when no: one else can or will.
The Contract presently betng rushed through the House of Representatlves wrll deprlve
‘ chrldren of programs that can teach them to read It wrll deprlve them of the healthy lunches i
" they get in- the school cafeterra It w111 deprrve them of moculatlons agalnst poho or measles

It \{rill deprive ‘them of the programs which help th{em‘ steer clear of ‘drugs --.0r get a summer

- job. lt“is;mean—spirited,AAnd"it ‘i'stwr.ong.' DT . IR Lo
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And there is nothmg that s more wrong than the attacks the Repubhcan leadershrp is
. -NOW. wagmg agamst pub tc broadcasttng o Coe ,‘ ‘ . o : .' _

Frankly, when I tal k to people around the country about thlS attack they are absolutely o

mysttﬁed People tell me they understand some of the of the proposed cuts but why wou_ld '

A

: x‘

anyone want to threaten publtc broadcastmg'?" :
I s”a mystery to me too | ‘, B
I know you heard from Fred Rogers earlier -- and rd 11ke to thank h1m for betng here. ’
But allow me to paraphrase Mtster Rogers when I ask those Who want to gut publlc
broadcastl_ng: | ol . o : -
Can 'yog-say "c'tiﬂdrerrz?? .
?~'vCan ‘you say 'feducritioh?'? - . : EEE | o ' o -
. Let me gtve you‘ some facts about publtc broadcastmg as an mstrument of educatlon

And keep i in mmd that I'm gomg to sklp over many of the erown Jewels of pubhc l

broadcastlng hke the “MacNetl/Lehrer NewsHour " Btll Buckley ] "Ftrlng Lme " "Screntlﬁc

: Amertcan Frontrers "fand' "Talk of the Nation." ~They are all great‘progratns. But chrldren ‘

R

¥ - '
: !

' s .

rarely watch or hsten to them N

Close to 90 percen of the 70. mtlhon chtldren in thts eountry, though -- from all areas

A

ethme groups and socroeeonomlc strata -- were reported to have regular exposure to at least

‘ one of the many PBS programs Those numbers are SO btg even The Count from "Sesame '

Street" would have trouble explarmng them



I8

The fact is, pubhc telev1sron is often the ﬁrst exposure many young c uldren get to .
| . numbers and letters - the Joy of countlng to ten for the ﬁrst tlrne or spellmg thelr name.

\ And for older chrldren there are programs hke "Nova " Stanley Johnson -a loeal Jr ngh

'teacher whose wrth us today - has been usm'g "Nova" to teach hlS students for years And

. v . A ,
- ~, there’ are, as-you«all, k_now, countless other«pfrograrns Wthh have transfo‘rmed our lwmg.rooms o

1

*in classrooms.’ R S

There 5; also a 31de to pubhc televrsron for chlldren that rnany of us never see.. But it’ s' -

’ “a side that i 1s well known to day-care provrders to classroom teachers and to hundreds of

N )

. thousands of Amerlcans trymg to prepare themselves for the future
For mstance PBS and dozens of pubhc televrslon statrons around the. country have
“launehed a service’ called "Ready to Learn -a program de51gned to ensure that our chlidren

are, in fact ready to learn" when they start school "Reaciy to Leam combtnes an’energetlc |

' outreach’ program wnh the best pre~school programrnmg m the busmess - featurmg the great
vlCOIlS of educatxonal televrsron hke Fred Rogers and Bert and Erme

_The r;es‘ult? .
f'v?arents,f day-care providers and teachers _vyho knovy how to usé these ‘progran'lSj to help |
children learn throug_h television -- and to keep'learning' once the TV is tu'rned off. Public. <

“television’s,a learning tool once a child is in school as well: - Public television reaehes about
70’,000 elementary and se’condary SChools~ throughout the ,United_ States. 'lt"s thef number one.

"resource for mstrucnonal classroom programmmg S -

!

: M; And that s _]llSt telewsron

N
i



;

‘ “National Public Radio has bee'n’ ~indispensétble to its local“list’eners across this country.
/‘ ‘ . . . N ‘r( t
Each statlon across thls country tallors its . programmmg to meet’ local needs For 1nstance

d

' when school fundmg for classrcal musrc trammg was cut 1t was KUER in Salt Lake City that’ |
i ;produced ‘a series mtroducmg elementary sehool students to elassmal music. ) |
In Kodrak Alaska on KMXT chrldren learn about llfe and eaxth smences by tumng in’
| to "My Green Earth" -= a program hosted by a local sc1ence teacher
| On "Tree House Radlo " kldS in Urbana Ilhnors have the oppbrtumty to read their |
. own poetry and play musrc on WILL—AM/FM | |
WCBE’ “des Sundae" ‘allows chrldren in Columbus Ohto to. take part m all aspects l,
of productlon from sound effects to news reportmg And 1t sheds hght on yet another wayt
lpubhc broadcastmg mﬂuencesand teaches chrldren (and adults) even when 1t is not seen ""
“ rand heard The backbone to nublxc broadcastmg is commumty mvolvernent |
Who knows that more than people on thrs campus? WAMU a pubhc radio statlon
- provrdes forums for students to talk about v1olence m local schools and Volunteer recruttment
’ ~.dr1ves-4,-‘ in addltton'to V‘all the ,wonderful programming it rnakes ,ayz‘_itleb‘le for. the enttre greater : |
' \’ﬁlztshingtoni area. o 1 ' : : - A
| 'Yetthere aresorne tvho argue that public broadcasting is sornehow elmst :
i That’s, absurd'; o / R |
" Ask Daniel Castro the host.ofv' “'l“he Setncho‘Sho‘W',‘f in Pasadens, Celifornié if public
broadcastmg is ehttst HtS radlo show whtch has been runnmg for over ten years teaches

.~ kids'i in poor m1nor1ty communmes the value of staymg in school That doesn t sound ehttst

-

Tt



&
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‘ Ask the-40% of all Americans who do not have cable -- n1any.hecanée they can’t = .

afford it or beca‘use they live in i'ural areas where they don’t have access... ask those who |
N
J

l‘depend on pubhc broadcastmg as their l1fehne to news and culture 1f it’s ehtlst 60 oercent of

pubhc telewsmn v1ewers hve in fam111es that make 1ess than $40 000 a year That doesnt

* sound elitist. | | " | ' | |
Ask Wandal 'eronte;r‘ (ekotv-lvten) if puhlie’ bréédca;t{ng' is elviti‘st. kShe’s‘aléo here |

toda‘yA~ She has a 30b a husband and two chlldren And soon she ll have an Assocmte of

[

: ‘, Axts degree earned through "Dlstance Learmng" teleconrses -- classes offered over telewsmn
She’sone of 2.8 million peopte who have jobs,. c_hildren, 'and' who’ye ;earned credits in o
telecaur:seg.f,"}rhat doeSn’t sound g . -

| § And ask the paren!ts; and ‘fteaohe‘rbs of our young 'children,if "Sesame Stneet‘; on Mister Ny

;

’ Rogers are eht1st Pubhc broadcastmg is the only source of educatlonal programmmg |
anallable to every Amencan .That doesn t sound ehtlst \ |

What does sound ehtlst 18- trymg to take away a valuabte tesoorce from the people who |
: need it the most What sounds elitist is 2 small group of 1deologues 1n Washmgton telhng the
' Amencan people that pubhc broadcastmg isn’t good for them 7. | . ‘ -

Could such programmmg ex1st wﬁhout government support'? R

The Admlmstranon s record on thls; 1soue 1S elear. Eljestdent Clinton‘end I believe .in; v
federel fundi‘ng‘fo‘r public’ broedc,asting." Weviev'v it Vas‘ erueiaf 'to;the '_cént‘exj)\riuseT ‘\’Vs{"eks‘ee‘it 'as
a sound mvestment and a sound federal pohcy | | |

And a great Value



The factl 1s all of pubhc broadcastmg -- ’all of the programs} all the statlons all of the £ .
/marvelous educatronal servrces that help our chrldren -- all of that costs each Amerrcan Just :
$1.09a year. o ‘; N . T - o S
About a dollar That mlght be somethlng worth complammg about 1f you re Oscar the
"’_ Grouch But 1f you re not a little green furry guy who lrves 1n a garbage can (or the Speaker
| of the House) you reallze what a great deal thlS 1s. As the Presrdent of PBS Ervm Duggm, A |
.pomts out a Sunday newspaper in any mty m Amerrca w1ll cost youtmore than pubhc L i
telev1sron costs 1n a year o A‘ ‘ N
Our federal 1nvestrnent may be the most hrghl}; leveraged dollar the government puts ’. |
into any educatronal)effort Pubhc TV and radlo statlons ralse five or srx dollars from prwate
.- E sources for..ever}.' public dollar they 'r'.‘e\ceive..‘ | o
: They aré, in short’ doing i‘exactly‘ what the ~federal';gov‘ernrnent hasl, expected them to do |
ffor more than 25 years takmg a small share of pubhc money, leveragrng it .mto generous
prtvate support and producing excellent drverse and umversally avallable servaces that all
>Mnerrcms can use every day.‘ SR | » |
‘ .So:‘lwh’y continue lfederal -funding: 'at current ~1¢y¢1§f2 :

/ .
o

“Why not require even more leverag'e of p'ublie b‘roadcasting?' "

Because the small amount of seed caprtal that the government prov1des -- about 14

‘ : percent of the total pubhc broadcastlng budget - the seed cap1tal is what makes the rest .

: -possrble Wrthout 1t many radlo and telev1sron statrons would fall 1rnmed1ately, and the entlre

' superstructure of publrc broadcastmg would begm to crumble _‘.' ‘ -

v



!

It s hke bakmg bread yeast makes up a very small percent of the total 1ngred1ents
But 1f you don t sprmkle that httle packet of yeast into the bowl the bread w1ll never rlse

That s why T must dlsagree wrth those Repubhcans on Capltol Hlll who want to krll

Lt

" off pubhc broadcastmg, or to throw it into the marketplace as _]USt another eommercml

o

alternatlve.
. |. ’

\

Repubhcans have suggested that we pnvatlze the rundiné arm of public.broadcasting :
-- the Corporatlon for Pubhc Broadcastmg | | H | |

'I’,hisridea;simply wOuld not work. *

"v"P“rivattzing CPB would mean selhng off 1ts assets in the open market CPB
however has no assets as its Pres1dent Rrehard Carlson pomted out in hxs testunony before -
Congress "

CPB is merely the mstrument through Wthh federal fundmg passes/on rts ‘way to "
nearly 1 000 pubhc radlo and televrsmn statlons across the country For that reason,
| brwatlzatlon '18 ]ust a vcodeword for stopplng the flow of. federal dollars to small and local :
statlons -- the small- town rural statlons who need thlS money.most andeho vhll d1e if thlS
money is taken away o ‘ .

As for PBS and NPR theyfare already private'.

o

[

Those who propose pr1vat1mt10n really mean eommermahzatlon We all know that-

commerc1al b’roadeastmg is vastly‘dlfferent than pnbhc broa_dcastmgt o |

.



v

Recently, I heard a humorrst suggest a new schedule for a commercrahzed PBS
SESAME STREET Jerry Falwell teaches Brg Brrd to be more Judgmentat

. WHERE IN THE WORLD IS CARMEN SAN DIEGO? Guest detectrve Pat
Buchanan helps kids butld a wall around the U.S.

MISTER ROGERS SEGREGATED N’EIGHBORI—IOOD
Repubhcan leaders argue that prlvatrzmg pubhc broadcastmg would be a good example

N

of remventmg government The marketplace they say, should determlne what our famllles .

S L

" watch on televlsv_ron.
There’s nobody more interested in streamlining government than President Bill 'Clinton. K

. and me. We want to.increase efficiency. Introduce market forces. Privatize where it’s

approprlate
After all it was the Clmton Admmrstratron that has cut the federal bureaucracy by

L 100 000 posrtlons and‘the‘re are-more cuts to come. It was the'Cllnton Admrnlstratron that

\ ~

- has "cu:t.the deﬁcit’\by.?();t} hiliiendellars. ' And it waa the Cli‘nten‘v Adrniniatratien "tha(t\ reduced .
'the deticit for'three years in a ‘rotv.;; _semething'net seen m this ceuntry: since I—Tarry Trurnan |
wasdPresident.‘! | | | "
But there;s; a ‘big differe’nce hetween cut'trng go?ernment and kilhng it. | I’mA rerninded '
of the v:eterinarian and the taxrderm1stwho went tnto T)u‘s"iness tqgether. “Their isl‘og‘an :V\;as: .
o Either w'ay j/eu k*get{ y:o‘ur dog ba(:k. | A |
'~ " NS We don’ t want to kill government stut’f it and put 1n on the wall We v.;ant to ﬁx o

. \government 50 that it works better and costs,les‘s'.' 7 .


http:marl,<.et

And nothmg works better and costs less than pubhc broadcastmg | R

~

‘ Some say, “Sure pubhc broadcastmg does some good thmgs But why do. we need

‘ l,govemment mvolvement when we have an alternatlve In the prrvate sector?"

o 'Smxthsoman Art in the Natlonal Gallery isn t pay-per-wew

Well what about llbranes‘7 There are bookstores all over Washmgton But because
1 ,lther.e are Dalton sﬂand Borders does that mean We no longer’.need hbrartes? Of course we
need .llbranes. That s why we have made a comrnltrnent as a natlon to supportmg bthese
‘mstltutlons that prov1de allcmzens regardless of" 1ncome w1th access to books |

| ~ And that ] not the only example We have no turnstrles or t1cket booths at the

i

Publlc broadcastmg ﬁlls a smnlar role as part of our system of unwersal educatlon

i

It’s a~nat1onal treasure... and one that‘ is mcreas._mgly.lmportant as' we enter the,Informatlon-

Are there waysto make it better’? ‘Sure” B‘ut ﬁrst you ha\;e to' beheve m rt And we
will rrlake it better But we can’t lf the extremxsts win in their crusade to scrap 1t
L And let me’ say tlus w1thout mmclng words : li : ' T . .

When 1 sald the. attack on pubhc telev1sron was. no 1solated event, l meant what I sard.v.

How could anyone who p1cked up a newspaper thls week -- or watched

: MacNerl/Lehrer -- feel otherw1se‘? [NOTE YOU MAY WANT TO AD LIB A REMARK

X .ABOUT THE ARTICLE IN TODAY S STYLE SECTION ANNOUNCING THAT ABC IS

B "OF "DUMB AND DUMBER T

B DROPPING A KIDS’ EDUCATIONAL SHOW AND ADDING A. CARTOON VERSION S

BN



“The l{epuhliean;attack on pnblie broadeasting --an ettﬁek ‘on onrf;ehildrenf‘-‘-l {s part of
a pattem' thet makes my blood l)oil. ?You’ve se‘en‘it \g\{hen-‘they go"af'ter: even;'thing from'sehool
ln‘nches to'national“ eewlce tosdmmef jobs; | | L |
| Of course, publlc broadcastmg 1sn ’t and shouldn t be a nolltlcal issue.. It wes founded
and has been mamtalned through bl-partlsan support | | |
| But, because the attacks on, it are pohncal please allow me a partlsan note
- Pubhe broadcastmg isa paxt of our culture People have grown up thh 1t We rely
on 1t It has educated mllhons of Amenean chlldren at a yearly cost to famllles of what we
spend on two candy bars And 1f you try to. kll we 1 ﬁght you every step of the way
| " And 1f you do do kill it, the Amencan people will not forgwe or forget
| You know 1f you make a mllhon dollars a year and belong to a country club, you |
“v‘nught not thmk that you w1ll ever need any help You may not tlunk that you have to depend |
}\ “on your nelghbors o
; But, whethex: you“,vmake 'e mlllxon or the’ mmmmm wag'e; if you have children', you g
B s'ometimes; faeef prohlems nlonefr ‘alon‘e eeﬁ’t solve '-.—. oroblen)s' that :can only be: solvedvhy
' Working'together You re gomg to need help froln your neighb.or's,' from your comninnity,
| from: the federal governrnent o |
One of .these‘problems 15 ﬁndmg rposmve hxgh—quahty, educatlonal televxswn

“

For over 25 years pubhc broadcastmg has been there And they want to take it away‘?

L

11
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" Ican tell you... if it didn’t ei:ist, We;d;be trying very hard to create something Hk’é ;it-' .
. But you just can’t creute ‘"Se‘same Street", or "Mister.l\{oge'rs N.eighbofhood. We are lucky

- enough to have somethmg very spemal somethmg very dear to. S0 many farmhes And they :

L wanit to takevlt away! ~

- Now... 5 S

4

" To stand for this' institution is’ not‘to iguore ‘the'need for 'change. We must begin to

fthmk about pr1nc1ples that mlght guxde pubhc broadcastlng in the future I beheve any reform .

: of public broadcastmg --and I mean reform not extmctlon - should be mindful of the

: followmg

BN

Firs publlc broadcastmg must retam 1ts noncommermal character Trymg to combme -

: commercml 1mperat1ves wuh the educatxonal and mstructlonal mlssmn of pubhc broadcastmg
| s'ls a_reome fom failure. “ -
, ‘§ec_'c_)pg_‘: public broudcasting -4: and pgr'tieulgrlj‘," publj‘o 'tele'visiou' g »,Sh.oulfi go baek to .
S -its edueatiouel rojofé, and furt:}.ler_’ impeoveits'serviees for chlldren, for aduft ilearxilers_,_‘.an’dt for
Cteachers. B |

Thlrd We need to ensure that pubhc broadcastmg Is operatmg w1th maxxmum

\

S efﬁcwncy The federal govermnent is nght {0 ask how 1ts seed cap1ta1 is 1nvested and

whether it is.‘being used 'wisely.‘ Public broadcasting’s 1000 TV and radio ‘stations have
. | maxmnzed the1r reach Now they must mammxze thelr service by ehmmatmg duphcat1on
Fourth and ﬁnally, 1 beheve we need 0 ﬁnd a stable permanent source of pubh seed

| fundlng for pubhc broadcastmg -a stream apart from axmual federal approprlatlons and

' bmsulated from politics.

-

12
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o far, Pve talked-as an eleced Sfical. -
' ,NIA_,et me 'tﬁlk for Just a 'mi'nut‘e,l.a_s a pérgnt.~
When Tlpper and I ha:d.'ho f;'hildréﬁ, wehadmany tl‘\léor)ié‘s" about hpw» A.to~ réié{i "the‘m. s
Now we hé\}é manychlldren-—and nd.theorie::s; v o |
/ But wt_e‘ do _ha:w:e‘ some obsérvati'olns_'. And one of th\c: 'tl{ing.sAwef‘ve observed isx how _ B

children learn. .~ @ = - - T
. i ‘ ! ‘ “a o ;

In our culture’ mﬁch of 1earnmg comes from teleﬁsmn For some chlldren that meaﬁs
-an endlesls'dlet of robot superhéroes ﬂattemng éeople w1th punche;; and kxcks punctuated by
~ ads fér plastic toyé or cereals w1th a sugar content hlgher than sugar 1tse1f |

That ] why I m so gratcful for pubhc broadcastmg

I’ve kn’own Fre;d.Rogers for,some‘nme‘ 'Abc‘ut t‘en,yea:s.;' Vagvo‘,‘Tip;A)er an’_'dAIvjangi oﬁr;
(;,h’ildreﬁ haa't.)‘ﬁr‘k p1cturetai<en w1thh1m That picture niéaéls a Iot fc me. .

For éné it har‘lgsvoﬁ :’the v;all .in‘ my daughter Ké‘reexvﬁ‘lé’fs.bedr.oom.} But more than that, |
it remmds me of all the tlmes 1 watched Mister Rogers wuh Kﬁe@a,_mé;l w1th 'Kristen,
' then w1th Sarah and ﬁnally w1th Albert ” )
: If ‘you ask me where Oscar the Groﬁch llves of whét'the; C;>unt soﬁnds llké or. who
llveé II'l Mr. Roéer s nclghborhood I cion 't have to do any‘r-esearch 1t's all in my head the |
"résult of twenty yeafs of watchmg thcse prégrams thh my chlldr»van’ V-- aﬁd watchmg the : |

'effect it has had on them



Of course, my chrldren don t watch Sesame Street or Mrster Rogers any ‘more. But as

‘they have developed 50 has therr taste in prograrnmmg And SO we watch together and -

i
o

,dlSCUSS programs on the erl War, or Joseph Campbell or the‘ ﬁve senses.
And what I hope is that in the future they’li be 31tt1ng down to watch Oscar and Brg |
'Blrd once agam, watclnng the next generatron learning to’ count to ten in Spamsh
When Thomas Jefferson offered hrs llbrary to Congress he talked about the educatlonal

.ot

§ tool of his' age: books “I cannot lrve ‘wrthout books," he‘wrote, And'as soon as the last :

X v . i
\ ~

".Twagon-load of them left Montrcello bound for Waslnngton he began collectrng agarn ?w
. In our age, one m which whole llbrarres can be entered from thousands of mlles away,
by pushrng a few buttons the tools are dlfferent but the thlrst for knowledge remams the 5

. same Let us: preserve a system that has worked s0 well for S0 many Let us use government
. \ _

to strmulate educatlon in the Jeffersoman tradltron.‘ .

Let us remember that if we. take away a tool our chrldren use to leam we lessen thelr o

jo

ablllty to achreve But 1f we enhance 1t whether through Blll Buckley or. Blg Blrd there s

1o 11m1t to what they will get done !
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