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M()stof us think of Thomas Jeff€irsbn as our, third President', but of course, o~ 
. . ' . " ~, \', t., '. . .' ,. ~ . 

Jefferson's o~ list ofaccomplishments, th~ fresi!iency finished far down the list. His 

, tombstone doesn't eyen mention it." The inscription he. wrote for it, ,reads,'''Here was buried , 
. • ,f <, 

, Thomas Jeffer~()n,' author ofthe Declaration. of Ameri~ahindep~ndence, of the Statute of 
" ' 

, Virginia>for religiousfree<iom, and father bf th~ University of Virgilia." 
, . . -,\. 

, i 
~ .' ---: '.,' 

He was passionately committed to the University. During the'firstyear of its' 
I . 

, 6xistence, 'there was' an inci,dent in which' students rioted, then, aI'i:lled with bricks and canes, 
, I 

. attacked the professors trying to.restore order. 

/ . 
, Jeff~rson was dev~stated.· The ,next day, at a meeting betWeen the students and the,' " 
" , ~ '." .,. .. ~ - <. . 

,. 
I 

" 'University Boi.trd; he' bega,n to speak,. then burst into tears. 'At which point t~e student~ were 
.' '. 1..' • ./ ,. • • • 

so penit~~t that each of the guilty ories confessed, one of .them, saying, later,"It was n~t Mr. ' 

!Jefferson's words but histea:rs." 
, ) 

,It is: not surprising·that;Jeffersoncared so deeplyabout education--this'voracious 

reader' ""ith12,OOObooks in his per~onallibrary that later becrune the foundation of the 
,.' 1 ", \ ' . ." ",, , 

Library of Congress.
'. . . 

I' " 

';If a nati9n:e~pects t6 beignor~nt and'fr~e, 'in a st~te ofcivilization," he wr?te,'''it 

',expects what never was, and never: will be." 
, ; 

\ . " , " 

, .. 

, ; 

, 
I 



" , 

'Why talk of Jefferson today? Because atthi~ mom~nt,an 'all out attack is being 
. c' ( , .. ," " ',' '.' ,',.",,': .,' .. \ . 

,waged against an instituti~n born ofthe principles that .governed his .lifti 

. " ' '/',' '. .:, . , ' 

It is an institution'that has done much to enrich the educational and intellectual life of , I . , 

America -:-- and that can doa ,lot ,more:' 
, , 

T~at institutlori is publi~ ,broadcasting. 

'I'want,to talk tod~y about'publi~ broadcasting. I want to' describe, for you the:~any 

ways in which it serves (as afull p8I:tner'in carrying out this nation' s com~itim;nt to public 

educati6Ii"~~ particuiarly for children. 
, 1 

, .. . ' . .' I',. ' . ,. 
. Next, I want to take, head-on the arguments ,propoUnded by some that public . 
! ". ; ,~ . " " 

broadca,sting is afrill this nation ~an n-o longer afford -- or a luxury that could be (quote) 
., " 

IIpdvatized. 1I 
" 

, " 

I. ' 

, ' ' 

And; !hen; I want to' suggest some principles that should' guide those ~fus who care 
" ,'.' ./ 

deeply about education ~d want to help reshape it for the future. 

Finally, I want to, point out that the. attack on PBShas'not ~ccurredin·isolatiop.: It is 
" ," .' .,\. • l 

part of a broad assaclt 'on programs' that enrich the li~es.of Amer~can chiidren, offer them 

hope' of a brighter future,and,care for 'tliem when no', one else can or will. 
~ I; , , '. ' " 

,'.~ The Contra~t presently 'being rushed 'through the House of Representatives Will deprive' :, 
, ", ' < " • 

: ' 
children of programs' that can teach them to read. .It will deprive them of, the healthy lunches 

, ,they' get in the sch061 cafeteria: ! It will deprlve' tqem of inQculations agaiIist polio or me~sles~ 
. .' • , I 

It ""ill cteprive them of the programs w~ich help th,em steer clearof'drugs -- ,or get asurrimer 
, , ',' . " . ' 

: ,) . 

, "job, It is ,mean-spir.ited. , And 'it is wrong., 

, , 

, ' 
2 
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, /' 

'~dthere isnDthlng t11at's more WI:Dng than the, attacks' tqe, Republic,an lea<;lership is 
',nDw~aging against publip 'brDadcasting. 

.' 't., 

, ',..' ;'. . l 
Frankly, when I bilk to. peDple arDund the country ,about this attack, they ~e absDlutely , 

\ . "~ , , 

mystified. PeDpl~ tell ~e they und~rstand SDme of the 'Df the prDPDSed cuts, but "why W~4Jd ' 

'3r(YDne want'to threaten public brDadcasting?" 

It's a mystery,tD me, tDD~\ , 
, .'," , 

I ,lq).Dw YDU' heard frDm Fred RDgers earlier -- and I'd like to. thank h~m fDr being here.' 

B~tallDw me to. ,paraphrase MiSte~RDgers,whtm I ask thD,se who 'want to.' gut public ' 

broadcasting: 

Can 'YDU say "cliildren~'~ , 
, ,'. 

',Can 'yDU say "educatiDn?'~ 
, } 

Let me gi~ey6u SDme facts about public brDadcasting as an iris~entDf educa'tion; 
, f' 

• !, . t;. . :_. • . , , , ' ',' ~ I , • 

,And ,keepin 'mind that I'm goin~ to. skip Dver many Df' !he crown jewels Df public " 

,broadcasting like the "MacNeilfI..;ehrer NewsH~ur;" Bill Buckley's "Firing Line," "Scientific 

Ameiic~ FrDhtiersV'and"Tatk ofth~ NatiDn." 'They areall great prDgramS. But children 
. ,-' . "" " ' 

, rarely watch Dr listen~D the~.' 

<:lDse to.90 'perce~t 0.( the 70: m~llion children i~ this country; thD~~h -- frDm all ,areas, 

ethQ.ic grDup;, and sDciDecDnDmic strata -- were repDfted ,to. have 'regular expDsure 'to. I~t least" 
\. • "., I" " ;". / • • • ", ,". ," • • • 

Dne' Df the many PBS,prDgramS. ThDse,numbers are so big even The CD~t frDm "Sesame 

Stree,t'~ ,wDuld have troubie explaining them. ' 
-,' . , , ' 

, ' . 

I, 

, I 

, ; 



.' 
), 

The fatt. is, public tel~vis~o~ is often the first exposure"manY y<?ungchiIdren get'to' .. , 

numbers and letters~- th~,joy of cou~ting to ten for the first tim~,or spelling their 'n~e. , 
, ' "', •• ' , i '" • ' , > ' .', '. "": ','.;' , 

, And' for older children theieareprograms }ike nNova." Stanley Johnson --,a lpeal Jr> High 
.' ~ . 

'teaclte~ whose with us today -- has been using nNovanto,teach his students for Ye~s. Arid 
, '. . - -. . . . 

there are, as'youall know, countless other.programs which have transformed our living rooms 
, . - ! , I : I'. . ... • -', _" ' •. ' '. " 

, \, 

in classroorils~' 

There's also a,side to public television for chil<henthat many of us ne"er see: But'it's 
," . '. ' . . I' '", '. , 

, 'a side that is well-kn'own to day-care providers, to ~lassrooin teachers,' and' to hundreds of 
, ., '. , .' ' ' . ' 

thousands 'of Americ~s trying to prepare the~s~lves for the futUr~,' " 
, .' . - ,~ . , ' ' 

Eor' instance;'PBS and :d~~ns of'public television: stations aro~d' the, country have, 
I ' 

,launched a 'service ,called "R~dyto'Learn", -- a progbundesignc;xltoen's';ffe that our children 
( , 

are, in fact, "ready to learn" ,when they start ,school. nReady to Learn" combines an energetic 
, ' \ . , ,',," 

, outreach program 'with th~best' pre-schoql progr~ing Ih the business '-- featuring the great 
, . .' \ .' .," , , 

iconS of educa~iomiUelevision, like .Fred Rogers and Bert and Erni;. 


, The result? 

/ 

. ,Parents" day-care providers ~(f teachers who kriow how to use these programs' to help' " 
' .. " . , . , ,. . - ' " 

, "'" I.', I" .', _ • i, '. " . j ; , 

children 'learn through td¢vision -- and to keep 'leaming' once :the TV is tUrned off. Public", 

'teU!vision's,a learning toot' once a child is in school as well. ' Public 'television reaches about 

70',000 elementary and. secondary sch~ols throughout the U~ited States. It's the number one . 

. ' resource for instructi~nal'classr60m; programming. ,: ' 

, ,I 'Arid that's'j'u'sttelevision. 
,', 

, I " 

I' ' 

/' 

. ,. " 

I 

I 



, '.' 

National Publi~ Radio has been indispensable to.its local listeners acro'ss this country. 
, :. , . ", " '(" 

'. Each station across this' CQUlltry tailors its ,programming to meet'local needs. 'For instance, 

. ~hen school funding for classical ~usic training was cut, it .wasXUER in Salt Lake City that 

pt;oduced' a series introducing .elementaryschool st~dents to classical 'music. ' . 

In Kodiak,Alaska, on KMXT, chiJdren l~arn about life andearth sci~nces by tm.ing in' 

to liMy Green Eirrthll M:',a 
i 

p~ograffi' hOstedby alocill science t~acher. 
. I 

. On ''Tree House R~dio,lIkids intJrbana, Illinois have the opportunity to r~ad their 
, ." . . 

,', .'. ' . 

. QWn poetry and play music on WILL·AM/FM. 


WCBE's IlKids'Sunclaell allows children in Columb~, Ohio to,takepait in all aspects 

- . . " 

; 

of production fro~ :sound effects 'to "news reporting.' ~,~ it shoos lig\1t ,o~ yet ~other ~ay,' 

public broadcasting'influences and teaches children (and adults) .... even when it is not seen 
, . ' , '. . ' . 

and heard. The backbone to public broadcasting is community involvement. . 

\' ,~Who kQows that more than peOple on this campus? W AMU, a, public radio station, . 

provides foru~s for stude~ts' to talk .about ,violence iq: local schools and volup.teer recruitmen,t ' ' 
, . . .' . ' , . 

·drives·~·' in addition to all the wonderful programming it nlakes availabl~ for tli~ entire greate~ , 
• 'I,' " . , , 

W~shington area: '. ; I 

Yet' there 'ar~ . some ~ho argue that public brqadcasting is somehow 'elitist. . 
" ; 

i That's, iibsurd: 
i 

, . Ask Daniel Castro, the host of "The ~anchoShow~' in Pasadena, California if public 
, . ' . . 

. \ " . , " " \.', I' 

broadcasting: is elitist. His radio shoW, which has been running for over ten years,' teaches' 

,/kid~ in poor, mInority communities the. valu~ of staying in schooL Thatdoesn't-'sound elitist.. 
, • , . I.", ' 

, .' . 

s 


, ! 
.. '1.' C' 

/ 



..'. 

. .'. ." I .. 

Ask the 40% of all Americans who do not hav~ cable -- many, beca~se they can't· 

afford it, or because th~y live in. rural areas where they don't h,ave access.;. ask those w~o 
y 
) 

depend on public broadcasting as their lifeline to news and :cu~ture if it's elitist.' 60 p~rcfmt of 
, ~ "I. 

public television vifew~rs live in famili~ ~t ~'ake less than $~O,OOO a year: That ~oesri't 

sound' elitist. 

. 
Ask Wanda Cromer (CROW-MER) i.f public broadcasting is eliti~t. She's also here, ,..... 

. " 

tOday.',' She has a job, a'husband,and two',children. 'And soon she'll have an Associate of 
, " .' ',,,' \" 

,Arts'degree earned through "Distance Leariling" telecourses -- classes offered over televisiOI~. 

She's one of 2.8 million people who have jobs,' children, and ~ho've,earned credits in 
'\ . 

, I-

telecourses.· That doesn't sound elitiSt. ' , ) . 

.. And ask ,the parents and tea~hers of our yoimg children if "Sesame Street" or, Mister . 

:. , RQgers are elitist. Public broadcasting i~ the' only source of educationaL programming . 
- ' , : ". ",.' , 


, " 


available to every ~eri~: . That d.oesn't 'sound elitist. 

What' does soUnd elitist ,is trying to take away a valuabl¢ resource from th~ people who· 

, need it the most. W1tat sounds elitist is asmall group of ideologues 'in Washington telljng the 
- , t ' • 

A~~rican pcoplelliat publicbroadca~tiI1g isn't go04 for th~~. 


Could such p~ogr~ing exist without government support? , 

. . . '. . 

The Adiniriistration;s record on this issue is clear. President ,Clinton' and I believe in ,. 
" ' 

,. ," 

federal funding for public broadcasting; We view it as crucial to th~ enterprise: We. see 'it as 

sound in~estmbtit and asoundfed~taLpolicy. 

. And a great' value. 

I ' ,6 ,.' ,t 

/ . 

, l' 



", 

,
" 
, 

' 

'The f~ctis all bf public broadc~ting --,all of tlieprograms, all the stations,all of the 
, " . " '. ' , " 

marvelous educational ser:vices that help oUr children --: aU of that costs each American just 
" . .,' , 

$1.09 a year, 

About a dollar. That ,might be somethingw9rth complaining ~bout ifyou're ,Qscar ,the 

• , GrQuch., But,ifyou're,not a little greenfuiry,g~y who'lives in'a garbage 'crur(or t,he'Speaker 

/ 


, .,' , .. . 


, I. ".' '.." ., , 


of the House), you realize' \Vh~t a ,great deal this is. As the President of PB~, Ervin Duggin, 

points' out: it Sunday newspaper in any city in America will cost you ,more' th~public 
) ; 

te{evi~io~ co.sts jna year'. 

Our federal investment may b~ the most highly leveraged d~llar:the government puts., { 
. \ . . , ' ,. " . 

into' aity educatlon'!-VeffQI1: Public TV arid radio ,stations raise five or six' qollars' from private' 
." ' "" " , . . ' : . .. ~..'.' - . 

/' ' sources for every public dollar they receive.' , 
• I. ." . '\' •• 

. They are, in short~ doing 'exactly what the federal' gove~ent ha~' expected them to do 

for:inore than 25 years: ~ing a sm~ll share of public money, le~er~ging :iti~to generous
" ' . , ',", i ", ,"" '}. , . 

. '" , 

, private support; andproduping e~cellent, diverse and, universally a~ailable,'setvices that all . I 

Americans can use every day, 
• i • 

" 

So why continue federal fundingatcurrertt levels? 
, ,( 

',Why not require even more, leverag~ 'of public broaclcasting?' 

, ' . . Bec~use the ,small amount of ~ee4' capital that the, gove~nment provides -- ab~ut '14 ' " 
. ',/' , " ' (

"', I, •. 

percent ofthe totaL public broadcastjng budget '-- ~the seed capital IS what inakes the rest 
'. ,',',',,' . ' , 

, possible. ' Without i't, many nidio'titld televi'sion,:stations would' fall immediately, ~~{d the 'entire _ \, 
~ •• , • '. # '. :' • ~. • ~.", .". .,"> . . 

superstructure' of public' broadpastirtg wduid begin to cr,unble. ( \ 

7 

,'.'\ 



I' . 

I ' 

'" " 

It's:like baking bread ... yeist makes ,tip a very small percent. of the total ingredients. 
" ,. '. ,,, .:. ~ ',; 

• . ' , " t 

But if yo'u don't sprin'kJe'that little, packet of yeaspnto the bowl, the bread will neVer ris~. 

,Th~t's why I~II1USt disagree. wi$ those Republicans on Capitol Hili who want to' kill 

offpublicbroadcasiing" or to throw it into the marketplace as just another commercial 
'. , ' .' , . .", 

alternl;l.tive. 
\ 

Republicans have suggested that w.e "privatize" the funding ,arm of public,broadcasting 

-- the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
, , ,>.- , 

This: idea' simply wo~ld not work. 
.', , . 

'''Privatizing'l CPB would ,mean selling off its assets in the open market.' CPS, . 
. \'" . '~' . ' 

however~has noas~et~, .~s its P;esid~nt, Richard Carls~n; poi~ted out in 1:1(s test~mony bef~re .. 
. , , . . 

. 'Congress. 

CPS is merely ,the i~st~ent'througn which federal 'funding paSses on its way to 

nearly 1,000 public radio 'and teh!visioh stations' acros$ the country.' For that reason, 
, '.'.'. 

privatization is just a codeword for stopping the' flow offederal dollars to' small ~d l~cal . . 

'I _ ' ' ' .' 1 ' 

stations-'- the small-town, rural stations Who need ,this money most, and who wiU, die if this 

money is taken' away. 

As for PBS and NPR. .., they are already private ..' 

Those who propose IIprivatization" really mean cOmmercialiZation. We all know that' 

!, 

commercial broadcasting is 'vastly, different than J?ujJIic broadcasting. 

" . 

I '. 

", 

8 



, '(, 

\ 

Recently, I heard a humorist suggest anew schedule fora commerci~lized PBS: 
'. • 1 ., " • _ ~ : 

, SESAME STREET: Jerry Farwell teaches Big Bird to ,be more judgmental. 

,WHERE n':(THE WORLD IS CAItlv1EN SAN DIEGO? Guest detective'Pat , 
Buchanan helps kids'build a wall around ,the U.S. 

. ~/. I 

, \ " ' , r 
MISTER ROGERS SEGREGATED NEIGHBORHOOD 

" ' ) , ', i, 

, 'Republican, leaders argue that privatizing puqIic broadca,sting would be a good 'example 
, " ' , . ," • .,' .J 

" . 
of reih~enting gover~ent. The marketplace, they' say ,should determine what our families 

watch on teleyisjon. 

There's noboay more interested in ~treamliping government than President Bill'Cli,nto'n 

, 

. ' and me. We want to.increase efficiency. Introduce marl,<.et forces. Privatize where it's 
! ' 

appropriate. ' 

After all, it was the Clinton Administration that ,hasc~tth~federai bureaucracy by 
'. ". ' . ' " 

.' ,100,000 positions.:. and there are, more cuts to come. It ~as the Clinton Administration that 
.. 0.:' 

has 'cut,the defici(by700 billion'dollars. ' And ,it was the Clinton Admi~istrati~n :that. red~ced 
'/ 

the deficit for three years in a row ..: something not 'seen in this country si~ce Harry Truman 
'. . 

was President. 
-

But there'~ a big differerice betw~en cutting ~overnment and killing it. I'm reminded 

of the ~eterinarianand the taxideimistwho' went into bUSIness toget1wr. 'Their slogan \Vas: 
, • " " c_ -,_ • " 

, Either way you get your dog back. . :". 

We don"t wantt6kill government..: stuff it and 'putln,on the walL, We want to fix 
, :. . , 

, _ ,governnient s~ that ·it works 'better a~d Costs ,less.' , : 

J 
I • 

,9 
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, \, " 

'And nothing works better and costs' less than public broadcasting." ' 

Some say, "Sure"public hroadcastiri~does' 'smile g~odthings. ,~ut, w/hy'dow,;e.need 

'goyernmen:tinvolve~ent when~e:have an alternative 'in th.e privat~ se~tor?'" 
, ' , , 

" ' Well, what about libraries? ' 'There arc;;'bookstores allover Washington. 'But because 
, " ' ,-. ,

I' '! 

, , ther<f are Daltori's and Bordern. does ,that mean w~ rio longer need libniries? 'Ofcoufse we ' 

need libraries: That's why we have made a commitment as a nation to supporting ,these, 
,r.'· ., , , " . . ' . 

", ' - ,. , , . ' , 

institutions that provide all citizenS; regardl,essof income" with access 'to books." ' 

, ' ' ,'" , \ ' .' 

Ahd that's nO,tthe'only ex,ample., We have no turnstiles or,ticket booths at t.h~ 

.' . .' I ,- ..: • 

Smithsonian. Art in the Nation~ Gallery isn't pay-per"View. ' 

'Public broadcasting fills a similar role as part of oUr s¥stem of univ~rsal ,education. ' 
i, 

It~ s a national treasure ... and' one that' is increasingly ,importari~ as we' enter the.Informati~n 
" .,' ' , "\' . . ' 

Age.' 
", ' 

~ ,I 

Are' there, ways to make it petter?" Sur~. But firstY9u have' to' believe, in it. And we ' 

will make it better. BurWy can't if the' extr~mists win in their crusade'to.scrap it. ' 

And iet me' say thi~ without mincing words. 
, , "", 

" ., " 'I ' ' " ' , 

When I said the, attack on, public television was, no isolated event, I meant what I said.· 
, , .' ~ ; 

( 

•• ,I , . , \ \ 

How could anyone who pic~eQ up a newspaper this week '-7 orwatched ' ; ,: 

'MacNeilrLehrer ~- feel otherwise? [NOTE: yOU MAY,WANT TO AD~LIB A REM.ARK ' 

, , ABOUT THE ARTICLE IN TODAY'S STYLE SECTION ANNOUNCING THAT ABC IS ' 
, \._. , f " • , 

, , 

DROPPING A KIDS; EDUCATIONAL SHOW ..: AND ADDING A CARTOON VERSION 

OF "DUMB 'AND DUMB~R."l 
) .j 

, ,"" . 

,:10 
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..' 
. . . 

, ..... 

. • ,The Republican; attack 011 public broadcasting -- an attack ·o~our. chlldren' -- is part of 

'a; pattern that Imakes~y bl~od boil. You've seen it whenth.ey go after everythi~g from's~hool 

lunches ton.ationalservice to· summer jobs. 
, , .' '." 

. ·'Of course, publicb~o,adcastingisn't and shouldn't be a political issue. It was found~~ 

and has been main~i~ed through bi7partisan support. 

But, because the attacks on. it are political,'please allow me a partisan note. 
. "). 

" Public broadcasting is ap~ ofour culture: People have grown up with it. We rely' 

. on it. It has ~ducated millions ofAm~r~can children at a yearly cost to families of 'what we 
. . 

. ,.. 
'.. .' " . ~ . , 

spend on two candybars~And ifyou try to. kill it... we'll fight you every'step of the way. 
o • " "" • , I.'. • 

.' And if you do . kill it, the American people Will not forgive or forget. 
j ", " • ' 

. . l ' " .' .' , . ' . - ~. . 

, Y ou. know~ 'if you make. a, million dolla,rs a year and belong to a country club, you . . 

" might not think ,thilt you. will ev~r need 'any help .. You may not think that you have. to 'depend' 
1 '." 

',' on your neighbors.' 
\ .' , '. \ . 


. : " 


, But, wheilie~ you 'make 'a mllIion or the rp.inimlim wage, if'you have children, :you ~., 
.. ' . ". ", '. . ."'. '; . . " . . " 

sometime~ face problems money aloriecan't.solve :.- problems that 'can only be· solved py . , ' 

. . . 

working together. . You're goiilg to nero help.:. from your neighbors, from your' comni':lI1ity, 

. from the federal government. . . .~ .' 

o.~~ ofthese probl~ms is ~~ding.positive, high-quality~ educational television. 


For over 25 years public biqadcasfing' has been there. Andt~ey wfillt to take it away? . 


'\ . 
\ . 

11 

t' 
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, , I can, t~l~ you"',ifit didn't exifit, we'd, be trying ,very hard t() create something lik~ it. 
, , .' '" . - ' 

But you just can't yreate "Sesame Street" or ,"Mister Rogers Neighborhood."y.le are lucky', 

~noughto have something very special, something ,very dear to,so' m~y families. And they 
, ,~~ / . , 

,. warit to take,it away! : 
" , 

:1 

, Now:..: 

. To stand for this institution is'notto ignore th~need for change. We must ,begi~ to , 

, think ab~ut principles<th~t might guide puolic broadcasting infue future., I believe any reforIIl ' 

• of public b~oadcastirig' -- and I inean reform,' n~t extinction-.:. should be mindful of the' 

, following: ': 

First :, public' broadcasting must retain jts noncomme~cial character. Trying to combine " 

, "I ' 

, commercjal imperatives with the, educational and instructional mission of public broadcasting· 
• I" • • 

II . . '. L 

, is a recipe for failure. 

',' ,_ ' Second: public broadcasting -- and parti~ularly public t~levision'--,.shoul'd go back to ' 

, . ' 

'its educational ro,Ots, and fut1her improve its ~etvices for childten~ for adult learners"anc:i for 
. ," . \ ' . '\ " ,,' 

teachers., 
" I. 

. . , ',' . . " ~ , , ", . -' ;~ \ " . . 

Third: We need to ensure thai public broadcasting is op~rating with maximum 
. ':' , 

efficiency. The'federlilg~vern.nient isright-toask how its seed capital is ..invested,' and 
\ ' - . . 

" i. 
. ,. . .' 

,', whether it is being llsedwiseIy, Public broaacast~ng's'lOOO TV and rI;diostations hav~ 

_ maximized their reach. NoW they'must maximize their 'service by elimin,ating duplication.' 
" ' r', ...•'- " . , \ '." , • '. 

Fotirth:and finally, I beli~ve ~e need to find a stable, p~rmanentsourc~ of public' seed 

funding for public 'broadcasting -~a stream apartfrom ~ual feder~l appropriations, iuid 

insulated from politics. 
" , 
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. So far, I've talked·as an elected official. 
~ l . I " 

Let me talk for just a minute, as a parent.· 


When Tip~~r and I had' no children, we had many· theories, about how to raise them .. 

, " , z" 

But we do have some observations. ,And one 'ofthe things we've obserVed is how' " 
, ." ,,'. I. F' , ", , /' ~ 

childrert learn. 


In;ourculture, rrlUch: ofleaming comes from 'television. For some chlIdren that means 

" . . 

an endless d,iet of robot superheroes flattening peopl~with pun~hes and kicks, punctuated by 

ads for plastic toys or cereals Wit~ a' sugCU' ,content higher than, sugar itself., 

: That's why I'm so grateful for-public broadCasting. 

I've kno~ Frl:?dRogers for some time. ' About ~en years'ago, Tippet and I -and our:' i, 
. . ' ,. .' ,1 

", 

children had' oui picture taken ,with him. That picture means a lot to me. , 
. '. ,', " . . "" '. ' 

}<or one, it h~gs on the wall in my daughter Karenna'.s bedroom. But mo~ethan that, 
, • ~, • I 

it ~emind~ 'me of ail the timesI 'watched Mister Rogers .. ~with Karennil, then 'with Kristen, 
, ~ •I' " • t • . 

, then with Sarah, and firlaJly with Albert." 
1 " .' 

If you as~me :whe~~ Oscar the Grouch lives, or what the Count sounds like; or who, 
. . ". 

lives in Mr. Rogefs neighbprl:lO~d, I don~thave:to do, any research. ,It's all in my head, the 


'res~lt d,f twentY years ofwatching these programs with my' children --. and watching the, 


effect lit has had on them. 


) " 

, I 
, ! 

, \ 

I" \ ' 



\ " 

o'fcourse, my children don't watch' Sesame ~treet or Mister Rogers any more.~ut as 


'theyhave developed, so hastheirtaSte in'programmin~.'And '~~ we watch 'together and ' 


discuss programs on the Civil War, or Joseph Campbellortpe five senses. 

, ~ 'I 

~ J'. 

And' what I hope is that in the future, they'll be'sitting doWn to~ w:atch ,Oscar ~d, Big " 
, " , ' 

Bird' once again, watching the next generation learning to co~t to ten'jn Spanish., ',;, 

• , • '. ' • j " '. ~, ) ~ 

,When Thomas Jefferson offered his library to Congress'he talked about the educational 
.: ,. • ,~ """ '" ' j ", t, >. : .'. 

t~ol of his age: b,boks. "I cannot live 'without boob;," hcwrote. And as soon as the last ", 


,wagon-load ofthem left Monticello :bound for Washington, he began collecting agairi: 

, , ' ' '- . 

In 'our ,age; one in which whole libraries can be entered' from thousands ,of miles away,' 
, '. " '. I . • 

by' pushing a few buttons, the tools are' different, but 'the. thirst forkn~wledge remains the 
\ '. - \ '\ .' . 

; , 

, ' same., '-Let us preserve a s~'st~in that has worked so well for,so many. ' Let ':Is use government 

to stim~iate education in the Jeffersonian tradition. , 

Let us remember that if we,'take a~ay a tool our children use to learn' we lessen their 
J.' : 

, 'J. '. .,' 
ability to achieve. But if we enhance it, whether thr,Qugh Bill Buckley:or"Big Bird, there's 

• , '.. • I • ' 

, no limit to what they will get done. / 

'. I : 

,- i 
' 

\ 
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