
CALIFORNIA ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION: 


I(EY MESSAGE POINTS 


• 	 After years of neglect, the Clinton administration is 
. almost doubling agents at the California border -- up 
. from 640 in October 1992 to 1,120 by October 1995. 

• 	 After years of inaction, the Clinton administration is 
almost doubling the number of criminal aliens being 
deported from California -- up from 9,000 each year 
to 15.,000 a year by next October . 

•. 	After years of denial, for the first time the federal 
government is going to pay a share of the cost of 
jailing criminal aliens. 

• 	 After years of neglecting anq even contributing to this 
problem, . Governor Wilson is. in no position to 
criticize our unprecedented efforts. 
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OPERATION GATEI{EEPER: 

A PLAN TO PROTECT CALIFORNIA'S BORDER 


Operation Gatekeeper is a strategic plan to reduce illegal crossing of the California 
border. Announced by Attorney General Janet Reno on September 17, the plan builds on 
efforts"begun over the last 18 months by the Clinton administration. 

Operation Gatekeeper has seven majorcompQnents to it; they all add to our 
existing efforts at the border: 

(1) 	 More Border Agents. In the next 100 days, 220 new and redeployed agents will 
be added to strengthen the force of the Border Patrol on the line in San Diego. By 
the end of next year, we will have increased the agent forces on the California 
border by over 60 percent. This is a dramatic increase in border security, after 
years .of neglect. ' 

(2) 	 Better Border Control. We will complete 1.5 miles in new lighting -- to light 

every single section of the border that needs to be lit. This lighting will deter 

crossers and help agents detect illegal aliens; it is part of our effort to channel 

aliens to key crossing areas that we will now close. 


(3) 	 Fingerprinting Illegal Aliens. Beginning October 1, we will fingerprint every 
illegal alien we apprehend in San Diego. This will help us crack down on criminal 
aliens and track those illegal immigrants who return again. 

(4)' 	 Crackdown on Alien Smugglers. In the next 50 days, we will begin to use new 
authorities under the Crime Bill to prosecute those who smuggle aliens into 
California. Tough new penalties will send .smugglers to prison for up to 10 years 
for smuggl ing an alien into the U. S. -- and ~Hlthorize the death penalty ifanyone 
dies in a smuggling attempt. 

(5) 	 Deportation of Criminal Aliens. We will expand ,a program to deport criminal 
aliens directly from California prisons, upon their release.' With the expansion of 

, this program, within the next few months, we will almost double the number of 
I 

aliens removed directly from California's prisons above the level of a year ago. 

(6) 	 Improved Legal Traffic: At the same time that we plug the holes in our border, 

we will facilitate legal traffic between the U.S. and Mexico with the addition of 

110 new inspectors 'to California ports-of-entry. 


(7) 	 Helping the State Pay. For the first time ever -- thanks to the President's Crime 
Bill -- the Federal Government will help states with the costs of incarcerating 
criminal aliens. The Crime Bill provides $1.8 billion for criminal alien 
incarceration over six years, with $130 million to be distributed in, the next 12 
months, We will send a downpayment on this sum to California within 100 days. 
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FEDERAL HELP FOR l~HE cosrr OF 

INCARCERATING ILLEGAL ALIENS 

e By mid-October, Dol will be able to send an estimated 
. $30 million to California to reimburse the state for the 

cost' of incarcerating criminal illegal aliens. 

eThissunl is just a downpayment on a total grant of 

$75-$90 milli'on that will go to California for this 

purpose within the next year .. 


I· 

• 	 This $30 million is the first reimbursement ever by the 
federal government to the states for the cost of 

\incarcerating criminal illegal. aliens: 	 \ 

.• Where does the money come from? The President's 
. Crime Bill provides thef';1nding for this 
reinlbursement. Crime Bill support~rs deserve credit 
for helping to make these· funds available for the state. 

e 	 Note that the downpayment of $30 million is, by itself, 
larger than the entire balance of the Immigration 
Emergency Fund. -- the. Fund that Gov. Wilson has 
spent so much time talking about. 

\ 
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TI-IE WILSON RECORD: NO ROOM TO CRI1'ICIZE 

Today, Governor Wilson wants to crack down on illegal immigrants. But in the 1980s, 
Senator Wilson had a different approach. Is the Governor a credil0le critic of the Justice 
Department's policies? Here is the record: . 

• 	 As a Senator, Wilson voted three times -- in 1983, 1985, and again in 1987 -- to 
limit INS enforcement against businesses that hired illegal immigrants. 

• 	 In fact, in 1983, Wilson cosponsored an amendment to require the INS to secure a 
search warrant before entering an agricultural workplace to apprehend illegal 
aliens. Even fellow Republican Senator Alan Simpson knew the consequences of. 
this move -- to make it virtually impossible for the INS to combat a flood of illegal 
aliens working in agricultural jobs. 

• 	 In 1985, Wilson was more concerned about the rights of illegal aliens than about 
INS enforcement. Wilson asked on the Senate floor, "Should [illegal immigrants] 
be so frightened of their apprehension by the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service that they refuse even to use the housing provided for them by growers for 
fear of being raided by the INS?" . 

• 	 Also in· 1985, Wilson supported a program to provide lawful status. to seasonal 
agricultural workers "to give the kind of assurance that men and women who are 
willing to work and work hard, in the sun and in the weather, will at least have the 
peace of mind to know that their hard work will not be interrupted by a raid. " 

• 	 In 1987, the L.6~Times reported that Wi Ison asked the INS to relax its 
enforcement of the new immigration controls, to "avoid the disaster of fruit rotting 
on the trees. " 

• 	 Also in 1987, Wilson asked the INS to make it easier for Mexican farm workers to 
cross the border and proposed a 90~day work permit that would enable Mexican. 
workers to apply for legalization while working the harvest. 

• 	 Today, Governor Wilson has harsh rhetoric for illegal immigrants. But as a 
Senator, Wilson viewed illegal immigrants as hard-working, valuable assets to 
California's economy, saying "They are prey .. '. to the Immigration authorities 
from whom these poor, work-seeking emigrants flee, with the terror of those who 
~now they are about to lose their livelihood and be deported not to a country they 
do not wish to return to but at a time they do not wish to return." 

• 	 Moreover, during Wilson's first two years as Governor, his agenda did not include 
any effort to control or deter illegal immigration. It is only in the last two years, 
as he approached tile upcoming election, that he has begun to sound the drumbeat 
against illegal immigration. 

I 
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DRAFT DO NOT DISTRIBUTE FOR INTERNAL DISCUSSION PURPOSES 
ONLY 

ENFORCING EMPLOYER SANCTIONS TALKING POINTS 

TWO GENERAL POINTS: 

#1,-- WE HAVE 'NOT SEEN THE COMMISSION'S SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS 
BEFORE TODAY. IT IS DIFFICULT AND IRRESPONSIBLE TO RESPOND IN 
DETAIL TO THESE RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT COMPLEX ISSUES WITHOUT A ' 
FULL REVIEW,~ THEREFORE,' NOW THAT THE 'COMMISSION'S ' 
RECOMMENDATIONS HAVE BEEN RELEASED, WE WANT TO STUDY THEM CLOSELY 
AND LOOK TO IMPLEHENT THOSE THAT ARE FEA,SlBLE AND CONSISTENT WITH ' 
THEADHINISTRAIJ.'ION'S OVERALL COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY FOR FlGHTiNG 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION. 

#2 -- EMPLOYER SANCTIONS IS ONLY ONE PART OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
LARGER CO~REHENSIVE APPROACH TO FIGHTING ILLEGAL'~HHIGRATION 

SPECIFIC POINTS: 

., Employee verifi'cation is a serious problem -~ The Clinton 
'Administration is responding. Jobs in the United States is a: 
powerful lUre for illegal immigration. Employee."verificati<?n was 
intended to solve this, but it is clear that the present system 
of employee verification has' not worked well. It has been " 
compromised by vast fraud and always unacceptable discrimination. 
The time has arrived to seriously address these problems. 

The Administration will address three major problems: (ir~t, 
many employers have ignored the law and continue to hire aliens ' 
who are not authorized to work in the U.S.; ~econd, there is now 
a brisk'market in fraudulent ,documents to prove work 
authorization; and third" there is no reiiable means for 
employers to ascertain if documents are valid and the job 
applicant is authorized to work. The following, is our strategy: 

1) , Tough enforCement of employer sanctions ,~:- targeting 
employers who abuse employer sanctions laws: We will focus our 
investigative resources on those industries t~at historipally'
employ illegal labor. 

• The INS will launch new investigations of 
industries that traditionally have been the 
worst violators of the sanctions law~ 

• INS'will add new staff dedicated to 
employer sanction enforcemept and free senior 
investigatOrs to pursue' cases involving 
organized counterfeiting activities and other, 
more serious criminal violati~ns. 

• TheDepartm~nt of'Labor will undertake a 
, series of' new initiatives for enforcement of 
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existing labor law violations; especially 
focusing on industries of historically high 
immigration, violations. 

-2) Eliminating ,fraudulent documents: We will develop a better, 
more fraud-resistant work a~thorization verification strategy. 
We will move, to make documents as tamper-resistant, counterfeit ­
proof, and cost effective as they can be. 

e The Administration has taken action to reduce the 
number of'documents from 29 to 16 in the next fiscal 
year. We will,propose legislation next year to reduce 
the number of acceptable documents to four or five and 
to make them as tamper-resistant, counterfeit-proof, 
and cost effective a's possible. ' 

• We will 'add investigators and lawyers to combat 

document counterfeiters,• 


• The Administration will convene a process with States 
and localities impacted by this problem to address how 
to make state and local documents such as birth 
certificates 'and drivers licenses more fraud-resistant 
and to increase cooperation with federal efforts to 
en~orce employer sanctions. 

3) Developing reliable, fast, & accurate verification 

• We,will improve the relevant databases, particularly 
at INS, to ensure that employers can ascertain the 

,employment 	authorization of job applicants, quickly and 
easily. 'These efforts are already underway and they 
will be accelerated. ' 

• We plan to expand testing of the telephone
verification system for employers. To determine 'how 
best to address the complex issues of employee 
verification, the relevant Executive Departments and 
AgenCies will test ways to improve the employment 
verification system under the law. They will be 
ins,tructed to accelerate efforts to expand existing 
pilot programs that have shown promise and add small­
scale pilots that will help us learn how to make 
employer sanctions effective. This will be,a priority 
project" of our reinventing government program. 

PROTECTING OUR CXTIZENSBY BATTLING DISCRIMINATION 

The Administration is absolutely committed to stopping
:illegal' :immigration. But this cannot be done at'the price of the 
civil rights and l.ib~rties of those lawfully within our borders. 
This Administration is concerned that employer,sanct:i,ons 
enforcement carl result'in'discriminatlon against citizens'and 
legal immigrants who are or appear to be ,foreign-born. Thus" our 
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initiative will also include vigilant action to protect,against 
discrimination and exploitation of workers. This includes: 

• The Offioe of Special Counsel for immigration-related 
'unfair 	employment practices will expand its efforts tq
investigate and prosecute employers who discriminate 
against "foreign-sounding" and "foreign-looking" work-' 
authorized individuals. ' 

" Education to end discrimtnat1.on:We will increase, 
the number of personnel 'and other resouroes, to educate 
employ~rs about the anti-discrimination requirements of 
the employer sanctions laws. 

BACKGROUND ON ADMINISTRATION ACTION RE: EMPLOYER SANCTIONS ISSUE 

In 1986 Congress passed' the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act (IRCA). IRCA required employers to hire only those persons 
who are legally authorized to work in the United States and 
instituted penalties for employers who employ illegal aliens. As 
a result of this law. employers are required to determine the 
immigration status of employees -- to verify ~hat every applicant 
for employment is authorized to work in the Urii ted State,s. 

This Administration already has instituted 'or expanded a number 
of programs designed to t~st, within the constraints of the, 
system as currently funded, better ways to make the system 'fraud­
resistant and protect all Americans from discrimination. For 
example: 

• Phase I of a Telephone Verification System Pilot 
(TVS) has been successfully completed. This 
demonstration ,project enabled nine employers to verify 
the employment authorization of each' newly hired alien 
employee by telephone. Employer'response to Phase I of 
TVS was very positive, and a second phase' ,is currently 
being developed involving more employers. 

• Projects in five cities already offer employers a 
phone number that could be called to verify the 
validity of a Social ,Security number. 

• New, mc;>re fraud-resistant "green" cards including the 
person's photograph, signature, fingerprint and other 
security measures are replaCing older cards 'which lack 

, these features. 

• INS is working closely with the State of California 
to check immigration status for driver's license 
applicants. 
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.. The Social Security Administration is testing and 
practicing new fraud-resistant practic~s including: 
(insert] 

.. Federal prosecutors filed the first felony indictment 
issued under IRCAagainst.an employer in Southern 
California for accepting fake, Social Security, alien 
registration and temporary resident cards. 

RE: NATIONAL I.D. CARD 

The Administration and the Co~ission'agree that we 
must 	reassess and significantly improve the present 
system for employment verification. 'There is also 
common ground in the Commission's recommendation for 
the development of a simpler, more fraud-resistant 
system for,verify,i.ng aliens' authorizat1on to work. 

This, 	Administration opposes a national identification 
card 	~- one that every individual within our border - ­
citiz~n or'not -- would be required to carry at all 
times for multiple identification purPoses and which 
would contain a photograph, fingerprints and other 
personal information. Current inunigration' law 
prohibits such a national identi~ication card. We also 
oppose the establishment of a national citizens' 
registry. ' 

• Such a national identification card 
. is not necessary to combat the 
problem of illegal inunigration' 

o It is not fiscally responsible - ­
,It 	would cost an enormous amount 
for all citizens 

• 	 A national citizen's database that 
would be queried for every work 
aPPlication, it would likely
require the establishment of a 
large new bureaucracy 

There are privacy concerns involved 
with a national citizens registry. 

http:for,verify,i.ng
http:IRCAagainst.an
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TALKING POINTS ON IMMIGRATION COMMISSION REPORT 

* We welcome the bipartisan commission's conclusion that this administration is on the 
right track with our strong emphasis on preventing illegal immigration at the border. Operation 
Gatekeeper, which was detailed today, will significantly curtail the entry of illegal aliens into 
the country. 

* .We support the commission's recommendation that the employer sanctions provision 
of existing law be more vigorously enforced. We have previously requested funds to do this and 
will continue to enhance our enforcement program. 

* This administration recently filed the first criminal action against an employer for 
violating the 8-year old employer sanctions law, and we are adding personnel to conduct many 
more investigations and indictments in the future. 

* We agree with the commission that two improvements are essential to efficiently and 
fairly enforce the employer sanctions law: 

-Worker identification must be made fraud-proof and the number of acceptable 
documents must be limited to a more manageable number. We have already reduced the number 
from 29 to 16 and will propose legislation to reduce it to 3 or 4 next year. 'He 60 not StJPP9rt 
.a. siRgle, ail=ptJrpese Rational idegtity card It is URReGeSsary,' ~peR8iv.@, ana QYr0aHeratie. 

- The reliability and accessibility of data bases that verify work authorization 
must be greatly improved. As recommended in the commission report, we' will continue our " 
efforts to modernize INS and other relevant data bases and significantly expand pilot projects 
to test phone-in verification systems. 

* While upgrading our employer sanctions enforcement capability, we will also enhance 
our anti-discrimination efforts to ensure legal residents are not unfairly denied employment. The 
Office of Special Counsel and Department .of Labor will significantly increase their investigatory 
capability. 

, 
-,.I'-"~~-,-----..-~ .. ,- , 
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Washington, DC 20009-5708 


TEl;- (202) 973-5348. FAX (202) 673-5354 


...... ,- r ' 


: ,September 29, 1994 


The Honorable Carol Rasco 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

-The White House 
2nd Floor, West Wing. 
Washington, DC 2,0500 

Dear Ms. Rasco: 

I am pleased to forward a copy of the U.S. Commission bnlmmigration Reform's 
1994 Report to Congress. The Commission recommends a comprehensive strategy to 
restore c'repibility to U.S. immigration policy and its 'implementation. The Commission 
urges steps that should further impr~)V~ border management,reduce employment 
opportunities for illegal. aliens, provide greater consistency between benefits policy and 
immigration policy, and speed the deportation of criminal aliens.' This' report has been 
adopted 'unanimously by our bipartisan Commission. . . 

,I appreciate the assistance and support that we have rec~ivedfrom m,any 
members of your staff. In particular, we have. benefited from the counsej of Kathy·Way, " 
Donsia Strong" and Stev,e Wamath. . 

We look forward to continuing to work with you and tackling the many difficult 
'immigration issues that are still to be addressed. 

.' . 

Barbara Jordan 
Chair 
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At Least 5 Killed in Clashes as GIs Stand Asic 

------------~~/ .The demonstrators, waving Ar~By William Booth Vand Douglas Farah 

W>llhington Post F.,...,gn Sernce 

PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti, Sept 

30-Pro-military gunmen today 

iired rifles into a march of thou­

:;ands marking the third anniversa­

ry of the coup that toppied presi­

dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

scattering his supporters and leav­

ing at least five dead in ensuing 

street clashes. 


HAlTL From Al V'" ___----====..:......,-----­
the presidency is the srated goal of 
the 12-day-old U.S. occupation. The 
U.S. troops appeared to stand aside. 
despite the most recent interpreta­
tion of their rules of engagement as 
allowing them to intervene to pro­
teet lives. 

Istlde posters, poured out of a 
Mass at the city's Notre Dame Ca­
thedral this morning and formed a . 
march when they clashed with 
armed men near a dovmtown bar 
that is a gathering spot of the vio- . 
lent anti-Aristide group known as 
FRAPH, or the Front for Advance­
mentand Progress for Haiti. Skir- . 
mishes over the next several hours 
left at least four demonstratOrs 
and one pro-military gunman dead. 

Hundreds of U.S. troops were 10­
cated at strategic crossroads that 
would keep crowds from leaving the 
poorer downtown and moving to­
ward the hillside villas and business­
es of the political and business elite. 
While the U.S. soldiers apparentlr 
feared the marchers might go that 
way, they headed in the opposite di­

"They're killing us!" one man. rection. toward the cemeterv. 
screamed. his shirt bloodied. "Please: "We were just trymg to' control 

visible during the tunnoll. 
U.S. Embassy spokesman Stan 

Schrager lamented the loss of life to­
day and expressed concern about the 
lootings. Asked who was in charge of 
the Haitian police at this point, 
Schrager reponded: "Nobody." 

"It is clear we are going to have to 
do something about it," Schrager 
said. "We can't continue to allow the 
loss of life. That is a question we are 
looking at at the highest levels of our 
government. It is difficult to balance 
to what degree U.S. forces should 
get involved in situations like this." 

U.S. forces earlier in the day oc­
cupied the main Haitian television 
studio. which had been under miI!­
tary control and had continued to 
broadcast strong anti-Aristide mes­
sages. 

[President Clinton, who was 
briefed bv advisers on the Haiti situ­
ation. has known from the beginning 
that the U.S. occupation would not 
be easy and is "pleased" that "by and 
large the progress has been good" 
despite outbreaks of violence, White 
House press secretary Dee Dee 
Myers told reporters in Washing­
ton.] 

It seemed clear from the position­
ing of many U.S, troops in Port-au­
Prince today that they fear not only 
violence against pro-Aristide demon­
strators. but by them. 

As gunmen fired on the march­
ers, who had wandered from their 
planned route, dozens of U.S. 
troops were stationed blocks away 
in M551 Sheridan light tanks and 
humvee all-terrain vehicles. They 
did not intervene in the clashes 
nor did they stop knife-wielding 
looters from tearing apart a ware­
house near the city port. about 
two miles from the demonstration. 

The lootings and the downtmnJ 
clash underscored anew the ambi­

guity of U.S. soldiers' role 
which nominally is to work 
partner with the Haitian milt 
but also includes protection 0'­

pro-.-\ristide crowds that ar' 
enemies. 

\rany pro-Aristide demon~ 
:ors asked why U.S. forces did. 
;1rotect t hem today irom L 

::rmea Garamiiit;jry gangs tn" 
;~,l\'e sworn to block the rerum 01 

:".ristide-whose reassumprion of 
See HAITL A19. Col. 1 

I nose mSloe oropped the goods to 
waiting relatives or friends, who 
stood by, wielding knives, machetes 
and clubs, to fight off other people 
desperate to scavenge the food· or 
steal it from the original looters. 

Some people said the Cash and 
Carry, one of dozens of cement-block 
warehouses that have been built since· 
the 1991 coup by its leaders and their 
civilian supporters, was the property 

do something." the crowd so they didn't get unruly' r ., 
Col. Barry Willey, the U.S. Army i and destroy property," said Army Lt. .of an army commander. Bng. Gen. 


spokesman here, said American I Tony Haycock, whose platoon was ,Jean-Claude Dupraval. . 

forces by prior arrangement with: stationed on John Brown Avenue. Others saId It. belonged to lormer 


·:3h~:.~.~t3.rY ..we:re.. l).Osition~.<~-pn~.. of:J~.e.Il,l~.:.~()ads.:1ear;ling~·fro~:...:; .. g: f~ct~:l!~T,~:.I1'l~.I~~~r;~Ja!..~~~zl~.....:... :::.::~>~~~.,::.. ,;.: .. ,:....~:;:.::~.:...:;;;):.:,:.. ~;.. ..:.,,,
::>n tiie.outskirts·of downtown; Jeav~· ttie chaotic downtown to the 'wealthV'" .. &itfi: lllen ·(!r~ WIdely .. qe:,pl:.ep ~ b).,.~: .., .. ".<; . ..., ....::"':,:.;'-":: :;'.'~':.=".< .. 
: ing'the protection ?f.the prc;Aristide'sub'urb'of Petionvlne. ''We' aretryIDg : the'poor ~nd hungry In.the ·crowd···· ., .';. ,'. ~:'.... ' 

march to the Haitian pohce-the to keep them tame." . i fIghting fOL food; . 
marchers' archenemy. A Haitian described as a military i As three men holding a lOO-pound 

"Our intention was to provide a ' supporter was killed in the melee by .sack of sugar stumbled out from the 

cordon to allow the Haitian police to a crowd that beat him with sticks crow~, ~ fourt~ walked after them 

maintain order in an inner perimeter and rocks, as an American news brandishing a knife. 

while we controlled the outer perirn- . cameraman tried to save his life. . Suddenly, two other men roshe.d 

eter," Willey said. "Our mission was The other four reported dead were . those WIth the sugar, who fell to their 

to control and deter, not control the demonstrators killed during a run- knees. The man.WIth the knife stood 

inner workings of the march." .rung series of clashes between the his ground, slashing one of the attack-


There were no Haitian policemen .paramilitary gunmen and marchers, Jers on.the arm. .. . r-- .... .... .. "This IS mme. the man WIth thed .-_.... .... ___ • 

s~me of whom were armed with. knife shouted. «You people are 
s.tlcks and rocks. One was ~hot. five: thieves. Stand back." . . 
tunes m the head by a man WIelding a . The four then continued on their 
World War II-vintage 1\1-1 rifle, wit­
nesses reported. 

At least 10 more Haitians were re­
ported wounded, and an American 
photographer. Lee Celano of Reuter. 
was slightly hurt when a bullet grazed 
his head. 

Sporadic shooting by FRAPH 
members lasted four hours in the 
crowded streets a few blocks from 
the presidential palace. U.S. troops 
drove nearby once. then turned away. 
Near the end of the afternoon. hum­
vees returned to the area, stayed 
about five minutes. and drove off 
again. The shooting resumed as soon 
as they left. 

As the demonstration was taking 
place, a crowd of several hundred, in 
plain view of U.S. troops, began loot­
ing tons of food near the port. It was 
the most serious of the numerous in­
stances of looting in the capital. 

At the warehouse, with the words 
Cash and Carry painted on its facade. 
a crowd of people forced open the 
iron gates wide enough to begin 
squeezing through, then gouged a 
hole in the second-story wall to begin 
passing out bags of sugar, condensed 
milk and other food items. .,.., 

way unmolested. 
As the crowds grew, s.cores of pea­

pIe sh!m~ied up poles to the top of 
the bu:ldl~g and began teanng the flat 
roof ott, piece by piece. to getmslde. 

Others punched new holes m the 
vall. to grab out .sacks of goods. 

U.S. troops In humvees patrolled 

he area regularly and h..,ce stopped 


to try to intervene before abandoning 
the efforts as futile. 

At one point a group oi about six 
humvees pulled up in· front of the 
warehouse, and about a dozen U.S. 
military police jumped out. their M-16 
automatic rifles at the readv. 

They waded through the crowd to 
the ·door and those outside began to 
scatter. But those inside the building 
barely slowed down. 

One man passed a bag of sugar 
through the gate. between a U.S. sol­
dier's legs, to a companion on the oth­
er side. 

The U.S. troops abandoned that ef­
fort. then came back about two hours 
later. 

Again the humvees lined up, and 
again about a dozen MPs charged into. 
the crowd. 

But after a brief shoving match. a ! 

U.S. officer seemed to realize the fu­
tility of the mission. 

"Mount up, mount up and let's get 
going," he shouted to the MPs. 

Staff writer John F. Harris 
contributed to this report. 
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