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More Ideas for State of the Union: ' 

Encourage states to use TANF savings to invest in stronger families. 
For example, Indiana is using some of it's TANF funds to expand Healthy Start to 
more sites (with TANF $ paying for TANF eligible children, thereby freeing up other 
funds to serve more non-TANF/higher income children). Several other states are 
doing similar things--I can track these down if there is interest. This would also 
help, reinforce the point that we hope states are not taking all the savings and using 
it for roads, tax cuts, etc. 

Encourage states to require parents to participate in parenting classes as condition 
of TANF. ,. 
I know a few'states are doing this. Idea is to· take this opportunity to help break 
the cycle and ensure that welfare reform is good for children. We would not want 
to propose that ,government necessarily has the solution or should be the deliverer 
of service--states can contract with non-pro'fits and community organizations to 
provide the classes. Could also pitch this in terms of helping these parents balance 
the demands of work and family--something that everyone can relate to. 

Strengthen message on child support by announcing a conference to bring together 
governors/judges/community based organizations ,etc to share best practices on 
more effective child support enforcement. 
This builds on the idea raised QY Governor Thompson when he met with Br~ce 
recently. Obviously this might not go over well if coupled with the Child Support 
Budget proposal. 

Ensure non-custodial parents have tools/resources they need to pay their child 
support obligations by encouraging states to use flexibility provided in Welfare to 
Work grants to serve this population. There is a lot of interest in this, but also the 
potential that this population will get lost among other priorities. Several states 
have indicated that they hope to target this population: LA, MO, NY, VA. TANF 
and Welfare to Work agencies have les~ experience,' and are less comfortable, 
working with this population.' A few states have been working with NCPs ,for a 
while, including Wisconsin, Nevada, Minnesota, 7 cities in Parents Fair Share 
Demos. Community Based Organizations are also very interested in developing 
partnerships with public agencies to work with non-custodial parents--particularly 
the tougher to serve populations. 

Highlight Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy and use this to increase visibility of 
their efforts. In 1995 State of the Union, President called for parents and leaders 
to join in national campaign to prevent teen pregnancy, so this might be a good 
follow up. I'll look through stuff from Campaign to see if there are any promising 
ideas. ' 



Anything on Domestic Violence? May be more of a criminal justice angle so I'll 
copy for Jose as well. We keep hearing about the alarming prevalence of domestic 
abuse among welfare recipients (not that they are unique, but it certainly interferes 
with their ability to get and hold a job) . What about some kind of penalty against 
people who interfere with a partner participating 'in a welfare to work program? 
May not be very practical to enforce,' but it may empower women to know that 
they can tell their partners, "If you don't let me go this training program, or. if you 
come bother me on the job, there will be consequences. t1 



, . 

Cynthia A. Rice 12/18/9711:10:51 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP. Elena Kaga~/OPD/EOP 

cc: Diana Fortuna/OPD/EOP. Andrea Kane/OPD/EOP, Cathy R. Mays/OPD/EOP. Laura Emmett/WHO/EOP 
Subject: Welfare Ideas you requested for State of the Union 

The attached document has 3 one pagers: 

1) What the President could say/announce in the State' of the Union; 
2) How the President fulfilled his promises from last year's State of the Union; 

, 3) Facts we need to track down (you can ignore this page if youlike,or add to it). 

I'd like to make a strong pitch for having a welfare recipient who's gone to work in the last year in the 
gallery -- not in the #1 spot next to the First Lady. but in one of the other seats. Here's why: 

( , 

1) our accomplishments are very number oriented --' "'Ie need to add a human face; 
2) we will not have data on how many people who have left the rolls have gone to work, 

: and this person will give us a way of talking about work without having those numbers. 
, . .....-.." . 

~ . , . '. . 

sou12,8,wpd 
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DRAFT 12/l8/97 

State of the Union Ideas oil Welfare Reform 

Success Story: [Highlight success story of former welfare recipient in gallery.] 

Caseload Numbers: We are so proud of [name ofwelfare recipient] for her success in getting off 
welfare -- and she is not alone. A year ago, I said we must act to meet a new goal: 2 million more· 
people off the welfare rolls by the year 2000. Tonight lam proud to say we've met that goal:-
two years ahead of schedule. [still getting final numbers, but we should make it] . 

Business Accomplishments: I am also proud to say that over _' __ companies have accepted the 
challenge I made inthis chamber a year ago to join in a new national effort to create jobs so that· 
people can move from welfare to work. 

New Challenge to' Business: But we must do more to help more welfare recipients go to work, 

retain their jobs, and succeed in the workplace. Tonight I call upon companies across American 

to join this effort so by next year we will have at least 10,000 companies hiring new workers from 

the welfare rolls. 


Helping Business Hiring from the WelfareRolls: We will d6 ouq)art to heip. Thanks to the tax 

cuts we passed in 1993 and again last year as part of the balanced budget, companies who hire 

long term welfare recipients get atax break -- and entry level workers can receive a substantial 

t~ cut in every paycheck. Now, we'll make it even easier for companies to take. advantage of 

these benefits, so they can hire and retain more workers from the welfare rolls, through a new 1
800 number to help them cut through the IRS' red tape and get the help they need. [need to talk 

to Treasury] 


, , 

Transportation: To get to work every day, people need reliable transportation. That's why I've 
proposed, and I call upon Congress to adopt, a transportation bill which includes funds for 
welfare to work transportation. 

Housing vouchers: Some welfare recipients need to move closer to where the jobs are, 01' need 
more stable housing in order to go to work each day. To ensure "these welfare recipients go to 
work, my budget will call for 50,000 new housing vouchers targetted to welfare to wor~. 

Child Support Challenge: Finally, we know that child support can be the difference between 
weifare and self-sufficiency. Every child hastwo parerits and they are entitled to the support of 
two parents. We have made remarkable progress in this area -- increasing child support 
collections from $8 to $ __ billion since I took office. About a year ago, we enacted sweeping 

. reform of our nation's child support laws, that include tough new measures to help states track 
deadbeat parents across state lines, We must ali make sure these tough measures are enacted to 
the fullest. Tonight.! pledge my Administration will work with every state and every parent to. 
help collect the money owed their children, and commit to increase child sup'port collections to 
~20 billion a year by the year 2000, 

DNA Paternity Testing for Military: And tonight, I wili ensure.ourmilitary is doing its fair share. 
to help collect suppport, by making available all relevant personnel records, including DNA 
records, needed to establish paternity and collect support from the members of the armed 
services. [need to vet idea -- recommended by ACES]. 



DRAFT 12/18/97 

Welfare Reform and the 1997 State of the Union: Promises Made. Promises Kept 

What the President said 
What the President did 

We must act to meet a new goal: 2 million more people offthe welfare rolls by the year 2000. 

Welfare caseloads have dropped 2 million in the last year [if dropped 240.000 in 8/97 & 9/97] 


Here is my plan: Tax credits and other incentivesfor businesses that move peopl~ offwelfare; ... 
Because ofPresident Clinton, employers who 'hire long term welfare reCipients can now get a tax: . 

credit ofup to $3,500 in the first year of employment and $5,000 in the second year . 

... incentivesfor job placement firms and states to create more jobsfor welfare recipients; ... 
Because ofPresident Clinton's leadership, a new $3 billion welfare to work fund will help move 

welfare recipients in high poverty areas to work. . 

... training, transportation, and child care to help people go to work .... 

The President's welfare to work transportation proposal has been adopted by Congressional 


committees and is we hope on the road to becoming law. In 1997, the Adminstration spent nearly 

$3 billion on child care subsidies for working parents, 


Now I challenge every state:' Turn those welfare checks into private sector paychecks. 
:36 states [need update] now use welfare dollars to subsidizejobs for welfare recipients. , 

I challenge every religious congregation, every community nonprofit, every business to hire 
someone offofwelfare...! am pleased to announce that five major corporations -- Sprint, 

Monsanto, UPS. Burger King, and United Airlines -- will the first to join in a new national effort 
to marshal America's businesses, large and small, to create jobs so that people can move from 

welfare to work. 
To date. 2,500 companies. representing over 5 million employees in all 50 states, have pledged to 
hire workers from the welfare rolls [need update]. The federal government is doing its fair share 
-- hiring over 2,000 welfare recipients so far and pledging to hire 10.000 by the year 2000. And 

over religious and civic organizations, representing' local chapters around the country. are 
now mentoring individuals moving from welfare to work to help them retain their jObs and 

succeed in' the work place. 

,Andwe must join together to do something else, too -- something both Republiccin and 
Democratic governors have asked us to do -~ to restore basic health and disability benefits when 

misfortune strikes immigrants who came to this country legally, who work hard, pay taxes and 
obey the law. 

During the Balanced Budget negotiations. the President fought for and won $12 billion in SSI and 

Medicaid for .legal immigrants. 




DRAFT 12/18/97 

Welfare Facts to Get for 1998 State of the Union 

1. 	 State by state caseload numbers from August and September 1997. 

2. 	 State by state caseload numbers. from October 1996 (dat~'cited in1997 SOU); 

3. 	 Number of states turning welfare checks into paychecks; 

4. 	 . . Number of companies that have joined the Partnership; number of employees in those 
companies; percent of those companies with fewer than 250 employees; n.umber of welfare 
recipients those companies have hired; 

5. 	 Number of legal immigrants who have had basic health and diability payments restored;. 

6. 	 Amount of child support collected in 1997 (was $12 billion in 1996); 

7 . 	 Number of licenses (drivers, professional, hunting) have been suspended under the new 
child support rules; . . . 

8. 	 Number of welfare recipients and how many long-term welfare recipients has the Work 
, Opportunity Tax Credit been used; 

9. 	 Number oflow wage workers get a pay niise each year through the Earned Income Tax' 
Credit and number who get advanced EITC in every paycheck; ., .... 	 . 

10. 	 Basic facts about EITC -- examples of how much it helps family with two kids and certain 
income, how much yearly, how much each paycheck; etc. 

11. 	 Data illustrating how difficult is it for employers, in this economy, to find workers; 

12. 	 Number of organization, and local chapters they represent, that are members of the Vice 
President's Coaliti()n'to Sustain'Success; 

13. 	 Amount of unpaid child support owed to children in U. S. (There are several ways to do 
, this calculation -- i.e., if all families had updated child slipport orders; if all existing orders 

were current, etc. We need all versions.) 



Cynthia A. Rice 	 12/18/97 02:27:07 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: jmonahan@ acf.dhhs.gov @ INET @LNGTWY 

cc: 
Subject: And now some questions for you 

In preparation for the State of the Union, could you get me this information, by Tuesday, 1/6? 

1. 	 Number of states turning welfare checks into paychecks (We usedNGA data in July. Should we get an 
update from them or from you? At that point all states except AJabama, Connecticut, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota,Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Tennessee,'and Utah 

. subsidized employment.) 	 , 

2. 	 Amount of child support collected,in 1997 (Jast year's State of the Union the President said "we have 
increased collections \)y 50 percent" in four years, e.g. from $8 billion in 1992 to $12 billion in 1996. We 
need an update.) . . " . 

3. 	 Number of licenses (drivers, professional, hunting) have been suspended under the new child support 
rules; 

4. 	 Amount of unpaid child support owed to children in U.S. (In understand there are several ways to do this 
calculation -- i.e., if all families had updated 'child support orders; if all existing orders were current, etc. 
We need all plausible versio~s.) 

5. 	 Question: hasn't ACF already committed to increasing child support collections to $20.8 billion by the 
year 2000? Has this been made public? 

6. 	 Please investigate the viability of an idea from ACES for an "executive order requiring mUitary to provide 
DNA records of servicemen to paternity determintion upon receipt of an administrative or judicial ordeL" 
Doesn't OCSE have someone who works c]osely with the services who could investigate? 

(I've already asked Michael Kharfen about getting caseload numbers for September 1997 (he has a]] but a 
handful ofstates in already.» . . 

http:acf.dhhs.gov


Record Type: Record 

To: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: Re: Pis give me comments on the attached're: State of the Uni0r1!l 


Sorry I didn't get you comments before you sent slightly revised version forWard. " think you did a 
fantastic job of pulling these pieces together:. ,Just a few relatively minor comments: 

New Challenge to Business: lots of companies are hiring that are not signed up with partnership.' Do we 
risk offending them, or understating the total number of companies Where people are going to work if we 
use say 'at least 10,000 cos hiring new workers'? (I presume that's what you meant by the at least, but 
those subtleties may get overlooked). How about something like 'Tonight 1challenge another xx,xxx 
(10,000 less latest Partnership #) across America to join this effort, bringing the total number of business 

,partners to at least 10,000).' . 

Child Support challenge: do we also want to, challenge/encourage statesliocallPICs to take advantage of 
the flexibility/opportunity in WtW $ to help provide employment to non.,..custodial parents so they can 
better'honor their child support responsibilities? 
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State ofthe Union Ideas on Welfare Refonn 

General message statement about where things stand: lots ofgood things have happened in the 
past y~ar, we're very pleased with positive response and involvement from businesses, state and 
local governments, communities, churches, non-profits, and welfare recipients themselves. 
Acknowledge challenges 'ahead--we need to continue pulling together rather than apart to make 
this a successful transition for families. Focus on sustaining success, helping people keep jobs arid 
move to better jobs. We'll be watching closely how things are going and we all need to be 
prepared to listen, respond to w~at we're learning from research, data, front lines etc. , 

. Brief mention ofaccomplishments, on: 
• 	 Caseload reductions--Iatest numbers available. Question: Do we also want to point to 

: other measures ofsuccess, i.e. people going to work as oppose4 to just leaving the roles? 
Issue is that there is no national data on this right now, but some states are tracking it so 
we might people to point to them as examples or ancedotes. ' 

• 	 Welfare tQ Work Partnership--u'pdate number ofbusinesses who have joined and thank 

, them. ' 


• 	 Welfare-to-Work Grants--funds are inspriring good partnerships/collaboration acrosS 

levels ofgovernment (fed; state, local), across systems (welfare/workforce), community 

involvement to help hardest to place get and sustain good jobs. ' . 


• 	 VP Coalition to Sustain Success--thank many non-profits and community based . 
. organizations-..:recognize importance ofmentoiing arid other supports to help people make 
transition to self-sufficiency. 

Recognize an individual success story: ideally, someone who has' gone to work, left welfare, and 
is now getting advance EITC, child support, child care. Mention how how much better off she' 
and her childre are--in tenn ofmonthly income, pride, etc. 

New initiatives/what's left to do: 
• 	 Transportation initiative 
• 	 Housing vouchers , 
• 	 Continue to promote EITC, and especially'advance EITC? 

[. 
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90 Jan, 23 / Adniinistrationo! William]. Clinton. U~96 , 
"r, 

, ,Americans are livlng bette~.too' many of ou~ 
, , fellow citizens ,are w()rking harder just ,to 
k~p up. ~d,: they are rightly concerned 
abo~t the security of their families. ' , '.", , 

We .must, answer here three fundamental ' 
, ~ ',' , ' 'questions: First. ho~ do w~lIlake the Amer.- (" 

\' \ ' , . ' i~ dream of opportunity for, all a reality , 

, . Address Before a Joint Session of tile :for all Arri'ericans who are WiIliilgto work .for,' 
.,;' 

it? Seron? hO\v do we preserve our o~d and, 
" 'Congress on, the s,tate of the Union ,,' enduring values, as'w~' move into ,the future? 

.]anuary23.1996 ", ' And third. how do re meet these challenges, 
, togE1~her. as one A,merica? , ' , " " '; 

, .Thank you very ~uch .. Mr.' Speaker. Mr;' , We know big" Government dQes not have , ' 
Vice President. Members of the .l04th Con- " all 
gress. distln,gu,i's"hed gue,sts,• Illy fel,lowAmeri:'" ,thean~ers.'WeknOw there's Ilot a pro:', 

all I d ' ' gram for eVery problein, 'We know,and we, ' 
,cans , across our an ,:, Let me begin tonight' have worked to give the American people a : 

by saying to our men and wO.men in uniform) smaller. less bureaucraticCovernment in 
" ,~roundthe world, and espectally those hel}r" h' d ' ,

ing peace take root in' Bosnia and tothe~r ,Was ington. A,n we have, to give the Amer
( " families;, r :thank 'yo,u. America is very., very" ,ican people one :that.lives within its means. 

The era of big Government is over. But we ' 
, pro~; d~~~night 'is ,to rePort on the state' ' cannot go back t~the time wilen: our c~ti~~ns, , 
of.~he Union, not the state ofour Govern- were left to fend (or themselves." , ," 
ment but of our ,American community. and' instead. we must go forward ~ one Amer
to set forth our responsibilities, in the, words ica.,one nationwqrking,togetherto meet the.' 
of our Founders. to' form a more perfect ' c~alh!riges we J~: togetl1e~. ISe!f;relhm~ , 

Union. ' ,andteamwork are not opposmg VIrtues; we 


, ,The'stateof;the Union IS 'strong. 04r,econ:' ",m~st have, both. I, belie~~',ournew~s,?ane.r . 

;1. omyis the healthiest 'it has, been in thr~ COxe-:nmept mus~ ••wPr,kJn:all,ol~-fashlon.e~",I , 

, decades. We have the lowest cOmbined rates Am,encan way, together Wlth all of our clb; 
"of unemployment and 'inflation in, 27 years. '~ns throughSta!e, ,an~ .local, go~ernments, 
, We have completed~reated nearly, 8mil~ l~, ~~e wOl:~~ace, m religIOUS. chantable,and 

lion ,new jobs. over a million of them in basic ,CIVIC ~soclatJ(ms. Our gofll must be to enable , 
industries like construction and .automobiles. ,all our, people to make the most of their own 


. America'is,'seiling more 'cars than Japan, for :li~~S.' with strong~r' families•.more e~).F 

, the first time 'since t,he 1970's: AnQ for 3 years cational oppprtumty., e:onolTnc" .~untyi 

in a row, we have had a record 'number of safer streets; a cleaner enVIronment 10 a safer 


,new businesses started inour country~., ' ' world.. , ', " 
, OUf l~adership in 'the wOrld is also strong; To Improve the stat~ of our Union, we 

, " ,bringing hope for, new peace. And perhaps 'must ask more of ourse~ves, we ~ust exped 
, . , mos!important:~e .are gaininggroundin.~re.,. ,:more ()f each ,other. and w~ must face (ju'r,. 
, , stonng our fundamental ,valu~s. The cpmechallenge~ together" , ' , '" 

, rate, the -~lfare 'and, food stalPP rolls~ the ' ,Here" in this place; our responsibility be
': poverty rate, and the teen pregnancy rate are~ns .with, balancing t~e budget. in a way that, 

I' ,", all down. 'And as ~ey, go down, ,prospects IS fau to 'all Americans. There, is now broad:, ' 
, fOf'America'sfuture go up.' " ',bipartisan agreemenUhatperinanentdeficit, 

;' 'Weli~einanageo~possibility.Ahundred, spendingmustcom~,tQanend~' .',' , 
, ,', years ago we ,moved fr9m farm, to factory. ,I compliment the Repui>lican leadership 

,:/ Now, we move to an age of-technology, infor:..' and the membership for the energy an4, de~ 
, mation, , and., ,global, competition. ,These tennination you have brought to this task of' 

, changes have opened vast' new opportunities ,balancing the budget. And I' thank the 
,t 

" ' for ~ur~ople,. but they ,have also ~resented .De~ocrats.fo~ ,pas.sing the largest deficit. re- ' 
"th~m Wlth stiff challenges. WhIle more, ductio~, pl~ 10 hl~tOry in 1993, which has ' 

, " 
, -' t. 

http:De~ocrats.fo


" ,/ ,., 

,1 

, 

Ad~linistrtltion of \VilliaTTl j:Clint,m,i996 I Jan., 23 " 
; .\ 

, ' , 91 
, , 

'alre~dy cut the' defi~it' nearly'in h~f' In 3 ' Tonight I w~nt, tospeUk to, you ~bo~t the, ' 
years~ " , " ,,' ,challenges ,we all face'as,~:people. Our flrs,t. ' 

~ince 1993., we.'have,all begun to see'the ',challenge is to cherish 'our" children, and 
benefits of deficit reduction. Lower interest, strengthtm America's families.~amily is,th~ 
,rates have made it e~sier', for b~sinesses ,to foundation of American life. 'If we have 
,borr~wa~dto.invest and to create ~ew jobs. stronger families, we, Will ha'.'e a, strong~r 

, ,LO\yer interestl rates have hic)ught "down ,the' America~'" , ''. . 


, Cost of hame martgages, car paymeri'ts, and' Befare: 1go'ori,Td like to 'take ju'sf a mo

'credit ,c~rd/'rates to ardinary ci~izens" Naw" ,ment 'to. thank my'own family, and to thank ' 


, , it is:'time to. finish the jab and balance the ,the persOn who. has taught me ~are than 

i' 'budget. ,anyoneelse <;>ver 251ears abaut theimpor- ' 


", Thaugh 'differences remain among' us ,tance of families an 'children, a'wanderful 

which are significant, the combined ,tatal of 'wife, a magnifi~ent ~other, and agre~~ first 


" the propased savings that arecamman, to. Lady. Thank yau, Hillary., ' "", ' ,
I , 

"bot~ plans ,~s mare' th,an ena~gh. using the' All strang (amilies',b~gin with taking ~orc ' 
numbers fram yaur Congress'ianal ,Budget responsibility, for ol:lr children~ rve heard: 

, -, 'Office, to balance the budget in 7 years and Mrs. Gore ,say that it's hard to be a par~nt " 
to. prOvide a modest tax cut. ',ta,day. but it's, even harder to be a child., So '" ' 

These cuts 'are t,eal. They wiH requ~resac- illl arus: nat just' as parents but all ofus , 
, h d ' ,in aur

l 
ather' roles..;......our media, aur schools. 

'rifice fram everyane. But t ese cuts 0 nat aur teachers, aur communities, our churches 
undermine our fundamental apligations" to ~d:synagogUes,aur businesses" our goverJ1
aur parents, aur children, and bur future, by , ments-allofus have aresponsibility/tohclp 
endangering M~~icare ar Medic::ti~. or edu-, aur children'to make it and to make the mast 

" • r 

catian ar the en~ranment ar. by rUlsmg taxes ,,'of theiriivesanc,lth¢irGod~given capacities. 
an warkingfamilies; '"Tothe'ni~ia~ I say yau shauld create may-

I.huvcsaid befare, and let me say agairi;, ie~, ~~~lCI):sapd te.levisiarish~ws~u'4wnnt\ 
' many good id~ashavecom~outafmir,nega- yaur ,own children and ,grandchildren. to 
,tiatioQs; l haveleamed ,a lat,about the way enjay. j '. '" ,: ' ,,",' , ' " , 

,both.. Repu~Hc~ms,and,:Del1Jocrats View- the, , I,calhlIi q;rigtess'tc{pasnhe reqUiretnetat' 
del:>ate' befare tis.' I have learned a lat abaut far aV.:chip in 1V sets so that parents ean 
the gaod ,ideas that, each 'side has that ~~ 'screen out programs they believe arr:: inap~ 
couldall embrace.' ",," propria~e for their children. When pa~ents 

We aught to' ,resolve aur' remaining dif- control 'what, their' yourig children see; that' 
ferences., I am willing to. wark to, resalve 'is nat ceJ}sorship;that is enabling parents to.' 
the~~ 'I a:~ ready to meet tam'arraw., But '1\ ,assume mare persanalresponsibili,ty'for their " ; 

, ~k,you to consider, that we shauld a~ leaSt children's .upbringing. \ And I 'u~ge them to. 
,'enac~ these sa~ngs that, bath plans have in do it. The V..chip requirement is part af the, 

cornman and gi~e the AmeQcuri peOple their ,important" telecommunicatians" bill,:' now 
balancedbudget~ a tax cut, lawer ,interest pending' in this Q)ngress., It has bip~rtisan, 
rates. and a brighter future. We shauld do " support. and I urge you to. pass it naw., " ' , , " 

that, now and milke, permanent defidts yes,-, ,TomaIcethe V..chipwork,1 challenge the. 
terday·s.legacy. ',", "" , " broadcast industry to do. \Vhat 'mavies h~ve ,/ 

, Now it is time far' us to look alSo.' to the ,dane. to identify your program in ~ays that " 
.challenges of tOday and tamarrow, beyand help parents to protect their children: Arid, 
the burdens afyesterday. The challenges are ,I invite the leaders of majar,media CQrpora- . 
Significant. But, qur Natianwas built an chal-, tions in the entertainment industry to come, 
lenges. America was built an. challenges. not' to Ui'e White Hause next'month to wark ",:,ith', 

',promises. And when we work together ip us in a positive wayan ropcrete,ways,ta'im
meet them, we never fail, Toat is the key' prove what ,our. children see an televisian.. ' 
to., a more perfect,Unian. Out individual , I am ready taWQrk With you. , , " 

,dreams,mu'st be realized by our common ef-,: I say to. those'who m~ 'and market Ciga
farts. :.. ,,' , rettes" every year a mill ian c~ildr~n tak~ up 

) -
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smoking, even· though it's: againsf.~e .law. paign against teen 'pregnancy. Ai1(~.1 c~al-
Three hundred thousand' of .them will have' lenge all of us and. every American to. join" 

· ,their lives shortened asa result. OUf adminis-' their efTorts~ . ' 
tration has 'taken steps to _st~p the \ massive rcall on American men and women inI 

marketing.campaigns:that appeal to our chi!- . familie~ to gi~e greater respea:-'to one ·=an~-~·~. 
. dren. We are siinplysaying: Marketyoui . other. We rriustend the,deaq.Iy'~COtirge of 
products .to adults, 'if yOu wish" but draw the domestic viC?lence in our courifry. And I chal
line on children. ,:. ." '. ' ." , ! . . lenge America's families to work harder to " 

I sayto.those,~ho are on welfare, and es-. stay together. For fam,ilies, who stay together 
peciallyto thos,e who have been' trapped C?n not only do 'better economically, their chil

. ," welfare for a long ~ime: For too long our wel- '.' dren do better as well. . 
· 	fare' system has' undermined ,the' rallies' of '. In particular. I challenge the fathers of this 

family and Work. instead of supP9rting th~m. ',' country "to love and care for their children. 
The Congress ~nd I are near agreement ~n • If your family has separated,you'lm~~t pay' 
sweeping welfare reform. We ,agreeon·time' your child support. We're doing;,more than, ( '/. 	

,limits, tough work "requirements, and ,the' , ever to, make. Sure you. do,'and, we're going 

, toughest possible child support enforcement.. to do more. But let's all admit something'. 


'. But I believe w~ must:~so pro~de child care . ,about that, too:' A check, will not' substitu,te 

· so that' mothers who are requ~red to go to for a paretlt'~ love arid guidance~ And only· 

. '. work cando so without 'lVorr)ring\ about what' , you-:-only you can "make the d~ci,sion to help 
. is happenii)g to their children. .' , . . raise yOt~r children. No matter who y~u are,. 
,I challenge this Congress to send me a bi- ,'how low or high your station in life, it)s the' 

, 	 ;",partisan welfare reform' bill that ,will, really' most basic human .. duty .of every American 
. .. m€?ve.p~pl~from ..wE!lfar~ to work ~ild .do . todotha~jo~tothe:best.~fh~s or~e~abili~. 

tqenght lQmg by our children. I WIll Sign', I" Oursecond challenge IstoproVlde Amen,.; 
'. ( .itjm~ediatel:y;:" ........ '. ;'."" .' '. ", ,cans 'With'!theeducational opportunities we~1I 

" 	 ,. , . :: .: Let'lJS becaildid apout th.is·difficult ptob-all need.for.t}lis new'.centtirydn oUr schools., 
, lfmi.Passing a)aw, even tqe'.best possible every crlassroo:m: hi America ,must be cOn~. 

.' .:." ,"~": '. ~;k~~i~r~: q:~h~f:~~I~:ri~i:o~t~~Ifa~~' :: ~~~e~~:~f~:S:~~d{)~~i~~ft!~~:T~Sh::fil" .< 

,to,makethemoSt,ofthisopportunityJorinde--- trained teachers. We are.working with the, 
pendence., I challenge Ameri~ businesse~· telecQmmunications industry. educators. and· 
to 'give people on welfare the .chance to,move parents, to connect.20 percen(of Californi~'s 
into the work force. I applaud the work of" :classrOOms by this spring, and every class-' 
religiousgro~ps and others who careJor, the . room and every library in the entire United 

,_poor. Mor~ than anyone, else in oursocie.ty, ,States by the'year 2000. r ask Coilgr~ss to 
they know the true ,difficulty of the task be- . support this educat,iori technology initiative 

. fore us, and they are ~n a poSition to help. so that ~ cap make sure this national part- . > 
EveI)' one_of us should join them. That t:l:ershipsuc~eds. ..,.: '.""". 

is the only \\:,&y .w~ can make real welfare' ,: Every diploma ought to mean something_ 
I 	 ' reform a. reality in the lives oft~e Al11erica~ -Ichallen~eevery community. ;e~ery 'sc~ool, 

people. . . '., ., '..' - .'. and ,every State, to adopt national standards ' 
·.,:' To strengthen the family wemtistdoeV:-pf excellenCe, to measure whether schools 

erything we can to keep the ~een pregn~ncy are 'meeting those standards. to 'cut bureau
rate going down. lam gratified, as I'm sure .. ' ~ratic redta~ so. that schools and'teachers' . 
all Am,ericansare; that it· has d~opped for 2,' have more fleXihility for grassToO~s reform.,: .. 

, years in a row. But we all know it, is still and to hold ,them accountable for results. : 
: far too high.' '.' . " ....,"., That's what, our Goals 2000..initiative is all 

Tonigh~ I am ple~ed. to announ~e .that a'.· :about. I 'challenge every S~ate togive'all par':, 
group of promin~nt Am~ricans is responding ents the right to .¢hoose which public sch€?Ol. , 
to that challenge by f01;ming an organizationth~ir children will atterid, and ,to let teachers' 
that will support grassroots' community ef·' foJ'll'.l new sChools with a charter they. can 
forts • all acro~ OUT country in a natioll;al cam- ~~ep only if they do a good job. . " " \ I 

http:oursocie.ty
http:connect.20
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: 	 I: challenge all our schools to teach char- to· us~ as they please for oo.m;nunity coflege 
· 	acter education,. to teach good Values and tuition pr other training. This isa "GI biIr' 

good citizenship. And ifit means thatteen~forAmerica's workers· we. should all' ~e able 
agers wiil stop killing each other over de., toagree on.' '. \ .,' '. 
signer jackets, then our public schools should .' More an~ more. Americans. are working 

'.. be able' .to require I t,h.eirstud¢nts to wear' .hard without anuse. Congress sets the mini- . ~ . 

'. school'uniform~. ... . ' . m~in wage. Within. a yea~.'the rninimum 


, fchallenge'our pa~ents to.bec6~ethefr Wage·'~U·fall to a 40,:year low in purchasing' 

· children:s first teachers. Tum ofT the TV. See power. Four' dollars' and 25 cents. an· hour .. 

that. the: homew9rk is done.' And visit your isnp longer a' miriimuni' wage, but millions, ' 
children's .classroom. No program,.no teach.: . of. Americans and their 'children. are 'trying , 
er; no one else c~n do'thatfor you.: . . . to live o~it. I chall~nge' you to raise their 

My fellow Americans, higher education is, minimunfwage. " . .. . ' . 
..... more' important today tha~ ever before. , In:-l993. CongrEfsscut thetaxe~ of 15 mil-.. ' . 
. . We've created a rieW student loan program . lion hard-pressed .working families to make . 

· . that's .!I1ade it easier, to borro~and repay. 'sure· that no. parents' who work full-thn~ 
. those loans, and we have dramatically cut. the . would have to raise their children in poverty. 
student 10apdefauIt r<,lte; That's something . and to encourage people to move from wet

.. we should all be proud of becaus~it was un.. faietowor~. This exp~nded eam.ed-i~colTle 

: ~ . <.'onscionablyhighjust u' few yearS ago. .'. . tax credit is now worth about $1,BOO a year 


. .rhrough AmeriCorps, our nation~ 's~rvice to a familr of ,four livin'g on$tO,OOO. The '. 

· program. t.qis year 25.~ young people will budget bil I vetoed ~ould have'reversed this . 
~arn~ollege money by serving their local . achievement and raised taxes,on nearly 8 mil- ; 
(.'ommunities to improve the.: lives of their' Honof these people. We should not do'that: 
fritmds and neighbors. " . . ,.,''\Ye shouldnot do that. "':, .... .., '. C 

'\ ", , ',' . . Th¢se inltiatives ~re right for A:l11eric;1~ and I als.d agree that the people who.flrehclped ..... 

· :we should keep the Ill. going. And ~e shouldJ:. u,nd~i"this ~rii~iati~~}~¢,not all th?se i!l our . ",".; 

'ruso, work, hard· to. open the doors of col~ege country,:who .are 'worl9ng~~rdto ~o a good . 


, ,".~'. ,/ .' ,even ~der.lchallenge 'Congress ~o expand. jobraisi,ng their childrt!n and'atWotk/I agr~e 

...;'YP~k\.study;and . help .. ' one .. million .; yo~rig: "th~t.we,ne~ a tax: credit forworldng ~amilies ". 

· Americans, work their way throughcolI~ge by "with children..That's oneof the things mo~t,: 


the year 2000,. to provide a $1:,000 merit' of,us in this Chamber,'1 hope. can agree on. 
scholarshipf~r ~he tor 5 percentofgniduates 'lktiow it is strongly stipported.bythe Repub-:, .~ 
in every highsch~ .i~the United Stat~s•. limn majority; A~d it should be t>art' of ~riy . 

·,to.~xpand Pe1l Grant scholarships fordeserv- .. 'fin~ budget agreement: '. . '" .., . 
, 	 ing and needy. students. and h?,. make. up to. '... I want to challenge ~very business th~t can " 

$10,000 a year of co1lege .tuition tax deduct- p<),ssibly afforo·it to. prOvide pensiolls for your . 
ible. It's agood idea for America. . employees. Arid I challenge Congress' to pass' •. 
, Our third challenge is to help every ~mer- a proposal recommended .by the White 
iean who is willing to work for it, achieve .ft:ouse Conference on Small Business that 

· ~nQmic s.ecurit}t in this new age. People ~ would make it easier'forsmall businesses .and 
'. who~ork hard still n~ed' suppqrt, to ,get ' fru:me~to;esta~lishtheir'own pension~lans. '" , 
:'ahead 10 the new ~conomy. They neededu- .That1s something we s~ouldall agree on. 
cation and training for a lifetime. They ne~d .: We shoul<;i alsq' protect existing pension 
more support for fa~ilies .. raising children.,' plans. Two years ago,. with bipartisan suppOrt 
They n.~ed retirement :security. They nee~. .' that ~as almost unanimou. s on ·.~bothsides ,of. 
access to health care. More and more Amel1- the msle. we moved to protect the pensions 

j 	 • , cans are finding that the, education of their of 8 millio.n working peOple. ~d to stabilize' 

,:' childhoOd simply doesn'tJast, a lifetime. . ? the pensions of 32 miQion more. Congress 

: . , So I challenge Congress to consoli4ate 70 . should not now let' companies, endanger 

.' overlapping, antiquated· , job~trairiing pro- tho~e wor}<ers' pension fundS~' • . .' "..... , 

". grams into a simple voucher worth $2,600 ' " I know the proposal to liberaliz~ the ability , 


for unemployed or underemployedwarkers . 'of employerS to take tnqneyout, of pension 
. . ., 

, I, 

http:program,.no
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'. ~funds for.·other purposes w.ou1d ~aise'money '. Whel1~mpaI}ies and w9rk~rs~ork,aS a t~~m' 

./ . 'fo.r the,Treasury:, ~ut I beli~v~ i(is' false theydob¢tte~, and ~o does America. . . . 


'. " e<.:Onomy" Iveto~d that proposalJaSt' year, . Our fourth grea:tchallenge, ~s totake'our 

• 'and.! would have,to do so:again,'" "~', stree.tsback from~rime andg~gs and drugs" 

.', Finally, if our,; working 'ramilies are going At last we have b{!gun to find a way to reduce'. 
to succeed in the neweconorny, 't,hey must· ~rime,formingcommunity pa:rtnershipswi~h "\ 
be ~ble to buy health.insura.I1c~policies that local pblic:e forc¢s tocatc,h criminals and pre-/· 

· they.do not lose when they,change jo.l~sor" vent crime. 'Thi,s strategy. called cdmmunity 
'when someone in' their family gets sick Over: '. policil1g. is'dearly working. Violent crime is . 

, h' •t~e past '2 years~:oyer one million Americans coming down· all across America., In' New, 
in woiking families have lost :their healthln~ . Y Qrk 9ty murdet:S" are. dow-n25 percent,' in 

" surance. We haVe to do ,more to make health, i~t.LOuis; 18 percent, i,nSeattle, 32 percent. 
, carea:Yailable to eyery, Amencan. A.nd Gon: ,:sut we still have it long way togtibefore ~' 

gress sho\lld, start' by passing 'the bipartisan' our s,treets are safe and our people are· fr~e_ 
. ,bill spons~redby S,enatorKennedyand Sen;., (roTh~e~rirrie bill of '1994 is crlUcaIto the 

.ator KaSsebaum.th~t wouldrequire,insuTanc,.e· ',' , . ,
. 'suCcess' of.. co,.'m.mun,ity', 'po'Heing',.1t provldes. . COllipanies .. to . stop' dropping . ~opIe~ wen.h 

" they:switch jobs and stop denying Coverage . fUlldS for.100.000 new policehlcommuni,ties .. 
·for preexistirigcoridititms.Let's all do that. ofall.sizes.. We're.yready a thi~d of thewat 

, ,And eve~' as 'we enact savings .In theseprD- there. And 1 c,hallen~e the Congryss to 'fi~is '; . 
grams, wemust have a co~mon comm,lt.ment, th~ job.J..et us stic ,. with a':strategy that's ".',:' , 

. b :.l! . Working and keep the- crime ratc (!oIlling
t()'prcs~rve,the .asiCpr()tectionsof MeUicare 'd~;, ...... " " ',o"'" ' .. ' .' '.' 

iutd Medicaid. not just to' .the ~r but to '. ' Corrnnu{lity poliCing alsp,requires bonds,: 
','" , 

i peop,Ie in working families,',inc, uding ,chil;. '0£ tr:ust~~tweell cit1izcIls. and po)icc~' J., ask: 
.', d~cn-.: people Jith' disapiHties, pe()pl.ewith , all Amer1cans.to respec~ and supp<>rt our la~ ., 

"',,, " . AIDS, senior cit~~ns in-riursing homes.: ' enforcement, of£i~rs. And" to 'our JX;>lice. L i ' 

" , In· the past 3 years, we've sav~d $15 billion say, .our chi!dren ne~d you as rol~ mo~els . '. 
,_ 

. "r 

just' by fight~ng health care fraud and ab4se., and heroes. Don'flet them down., ' ,,~ , ,:" 
, 'i, We h~ve all agreed to sa~~ much more: We '. "'The BradY'bill"h#.~ ~Ireadystopp'ed44:000'< ., <~ 

,have all 'ag,reed to" stablhze the MedICare· people ~thcrimi~al:n;cordsfrombuying, 
,Trust Fun& But,we must !lot abandon OUT ... guns.The aSsault weapons ban is k~~ping 19 ' 

. f~n~amen~al obbgatiQns '~o ,the peol?le who , k,indsOf assault weapons 'ouf of the hands .," '\ .' 

'. ~.eed.Medl.~are.and,M..edl(!a1d. A,menca ca,~- .', ~pfViolenfgarigs..I,challenge the Congr~ssto: .. " 

, not bec~me ,st.r~?ger If they become ,,:eaker. :' k~epthos~ la'Ys on theb~ks. . ,.' . '. '. , " ... 

.' The,' GI.lnll ~or wor~ers, t~, ,rehe£ f?t: .' Our next step in-the fight. against cri!!1e " . 


education and chddreanng,' pensIOn ~avru.1-, is to tak~ 'pn gangs the way we once 'took 

, ability andpr9tection,~ccessto·healthcare, '. OI.1tllemob. I'm directing the FBI and other 

'. preservation .~f 'Medic¥e and, Medicaid, investig~tive ageriei~s totarget~gangs that in- '. 

·~hese things;:along with. theFamily ~nd~ed- " volve]U\:,~niles,and vio~ent-crime, and tq seek.,' , 


· lC~ ~ave Act .p~sed m 1993.~ese thm,.gs ,atit~ority' to :proseCute' as adults teenagers '" 

, WlIl help responsible. hard-working. Amer-' who maim and kill like adults '. . ' " . 

· ican tamilies to .make the most. of their .oWn ,·And· I challenge' local hoJsing authonties 


'. "lives.~ ','i, .. ,.." ."","', ' . '. • and' ten~uitassociations: CrlniinpJ gang mem- ' 
· ~But employers and employees ·must do .bers,and'drug dealers are destroyil1gthe.'lives 

, '.. . t,heir part. as \veIl. as they are doing.'in so:' of decent, tenants. From now on, the .rule ' 
,many bfoUT fillest Companies, working.to:- .. for, residents who cOmmit crime and pedal . 
gether, putting the ,long-term. prosperity ,drugs should be one.strikeand·you're out., 
ahead ofthe shprt -.term gain.~,workersJn- '. ~'I I challenge every State' to match F ederi+.l 
.creiseth~ir hourS and their productivity, em- policy to assure'thafserious \iolerit c,riminals .~ 
ployers should make sure th~ 'get the skills • serve atile~t.fj5 petcentof their 'sentence, 
the,' .need and. shaJ:e t~e benefits of the good, More police .and~ punisnment are impor-, 

,'. '. "vears.as well as the. burdens ofthe bad ones. 'tanto but t4ey're not enough. We have got 
... ','," , i''''. . " ~ 

,I ',' \. 
, I 

,\ " 
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tokeep ,more ,of otiryourig people out ,of ~et.Congresshas voted·to ,cut 'environ
. trouble" with prevention strategies not dic- . q,tentalenforcement' by 25 percent. That. ,\ 
:tated:by Washington but developed in com-, means more; toXic chemicalsill,our '.~ater,. 
,munities.IchalIenge.aJlof our communiti~s"" moresmbg i? our <vr,. more.pestic.l·des in. out i 

, all of qur adul~s, to glVeour children futures. 'food. Lpbbytsts.for. polluters have been al
, to s~y y~s ,tp. And I challenge Congress not ,lowed townte their o~ loopholes into bills' 

to abandonthecriine bill's support ofthese ' ,to ~eaken law$ that pf()tect '~e,heaIth and, 
grassroots prevention eff<?rts.' ~ " ,safety of ou~c~ildren. Some sayt~at .the tax
, Finally~ to reduce criineand violence we '. payer should pickupthe tab for:t~c ~aste 
have toreduc~ the drug problem. The chal .. ,. and .~et.polluters,whocan ..afford to fax ,It .off 

, , " '. lenge b,egins in our h()mes! with pari:mts,talk- .. the hook: I. challenge C()ngress to reexamme 

, .... , iog t~ their children ppenly .,andfarmly. It ,those,~bc,es ~l1dtoreversethell1.. ' .; . , 


emb'races our churches and,synagogues.our' ,. ThiS lSSU~i~as not b~n ,a p~rt1San ~ssu~. 

,yo,tith groups and our schools. ," '. " The most slgn~facantenVlron~ental gamsJII} , 
. ,I challenge Congress not to cut' oursup:- .. th~ ~ast 30 years were made ,~ndera I?~~o- . 
, port, for drug-free. schools. People like the cr~tic, Congress and PresIdent. Rlcha~d 
p,A.R.K officer~are\making areal'impres-, , N~o~.WecaJl ,,:ork·~ogether. Wehav:- ~o 
SiOll on grade schoolchildren that will give belIeve some. basic "thmgs. ,D~ you "beh~'e,., 
them the sti'ength to,say no ,when the time, we can ~d th~ ~nomy Wlthout.hurtmg

,I,' ,. ., " ,.', .,' . ". ,., ,.theenvIronment?.I do. Do. youbeheve we 

co~es.: . h']" ,: f"" ~ rt t " t'eari create more jobs over the long run' by 


"h' fleanw ·f1de•we fOtl~ue o,ure F o:h0 lU ' cleaning,the environment up? I kno~ w~ can.' 

.te my 0 rugs l~ 0 ~enca.. ()r e as,t That should, be ()lir Commitment. ,". : 


. ' ' 2ye~rs;o~e. manm partl(~ulat:' h~ been on ... , \y'emustchallerige businesses and, com-, 

.~ ;" ..: . 

," , "the fr~n: lme,s of that effort. Tom~ht I. am, ;munit~es ttl take .~~r~ ~IlitiativEl in-protecting, 

. ';nominab~g h~m, ,a he,ro oft?~Pe~slan ,Gulf the envirQnment~ ,ahd·\:Ve haye to make it .' 
 ;': 	" 

.., . War and th~ GOq1m~nqcrmGhlefof the easier for:·,themtb do'it~'to businessel this, 
.' ':: U.~it~d"~t~t~s.:~ilitary, S~u~n~r.n; C~m~and. 3:d~j91st~tion t~ : sa>1ng: ,:IfY9U ~ari,f)lld ~,t.' . 
:.,Gen.~r:il.Barry McCaffrey"as Am~ncas ne~ "cheaper•.mo,re efficient' way' than Gpvem,; '. 
drug czar· . '" 	 "". ' .... 'la ,," h I

"" ';""""/'.' .... ,; .. ,', ',.,; ,";," .",' " '" ,; rilent,r.egp. ,tions'r~quiretomeettoug po ~ 

"\ " 

. G~neriiIMCCarrrey:h~ ~amed thr~e .Pur- '.' ~\Jti~nstandtU'a~. ,do it,as long as you: do it 
pl~ Hearts and ~ ·Stlver Stars fighting ~or, right; To' commuriiti~, ,we, say: We', mus~ , 
t~lS .c:o~ntry'~fug~t I ask that he lead our:, strengthen community right~to-kqow laws rF' 
Nallons ba~tle\ aga:an.st ,drugs at home and. qUirin,g polluters. to disdose , their emissions.', 
abroad. To succeed. h~nee~ a force far l~rg~ , ., but YOIl ~ve to use the ,information to work '. 
er,than he has ever ?Ommanded before. ije , Wi~ .business, to cut . pollution. People ,do' ,. 
n~eds all of.~s: E~eryone of us has a role have aright to know that their air., and their 
to play onthls team;: ",' , . .' water are safe. ' . . ' 
; Thank you, General MCCaffrey. for agree- ' Our siXth, challenge: is to maintain Ameri

. ingtoserveyourcountryonemor~time; .. ' ca's leadership in the faght for f~eedom and 
Our faf~h challenge:.to leave ourenvir:on- . peafe. throughout, the ~rld.. Becau~e .of.' 

menl,safe'and clean for the nextgeneratton. Amencan leadership, more people than ever. 
,Becauseofageneration of h.ipartisan ~ffort, beforelive free and at peaCe~And Americans 

'.' we do have cleaner water and air. lead levels' .' havei )(nown, 50 yeilrs of prosperity and; secu
i~ ~hildren:s blood has been Ctl~ 'by 70 per- rity;,·,·,.· ,.. , . " '. '. ,,' " '.' ' ., :: '. 

'. "cent; toxic.' emiSSIons fro~ factories. cut in '.': We owe thanks especially't() our veterans,' 
haIf.,Lake Enewas,dead,~and nowit's a th~~- ofW6rld 'Yar II. 1 would like~o say to Sen
ipg ie~oprce; But 10 nlillion phildren under atpr Bob Dole and to all others in this Cham . . 

:. 	 ,J • ~l

.12 still1 live wi~hin4 miles 'pf a toXic waste,berw~o fought in World WalII, and to all. ' 
dump. A third of. us 'breathe rurthatendan- otherson.bothsides of the aisle"who have, 
gers ou~ ~ealth. ,~nd in too many rommu- ,foughtbraveIyiri all our cOrifli~ts since: I sa- . 

. , 	nities the water is not safe to drink We still, lute your, service and so do the American 
h~vemu~htddo., ': peopl~. ' , ' 

" 'I, 
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.All over the wo~ld; even iter the cOld w~r, . h,orrors haye now. be~n ,.to give ~a)' to the 
" people stiil look to ps andtrusLus to help 'promise 'of peace.. Now our troops ,and a 
.' thef1l seek:the blessings of peace and :free- . strong. NATO, together With our new part

d()m. But as the col,d war fad~s into memory, 'ners from central Europe ahd elsew~ere; are 
. voices ofisolatiop say AlT!erica should·, retreat '. helpinglhat peace to take hold. '.," "., 

from itsresponsibilities: I say they are wrong., As all of you know, I was just there with 
! TIle threats. we' face. today as Americans a pipartjsan cb~gressional'group; and I was 

, ,r~spect no Nation's borders. <Think of them:' so proud not only of what our troops were 
'. 	 terrorism, the spread of weapons of mass de..;, ,dOing but ofthe pride they evidenced in what 

struction, 'organized crime, drug tiafficking, they were doing. The): knew what America's 
ethnic and religiOUS, hatred, aggression by, mission in this world is,and they were proud!:, ' 
rogue states, environmental degradatio,n. If., to be carrying it 'out. .. .. , :', ., .... . 
we fail to a~dress these threats today~ we wiU ,'. '. Through thes~efforts; w~. hav~ enhan~ed;. 

, suffer theconsequences in all our tomorrows. .' ~he s,ecurity. of the American people.' but, ; 
'.' Of course, we can't ~e' everywhere. Of ' .' tnak~ no mistake . about it: Important chal-:
course, ,we can't do everything. But where lengesremain.,. " ' ", . ' , . , 

· our interes~s a~d our values are at sta~e" and' The START II tr~aty with Rllssil!- will cut 
lJVhere 'we can make' a difference, America . our nuclea~,stockpiles by 3;Iloth~r 25 percent. 
; must lead. We must not be'lsolationist. We l urge the Senate to'ratify it now. We must 
'must not be theworld~s policeIllan. But ;.veend the race to create new nuclear weapons. 
'can and' should be 'theworld's very ,best by signing a truly ComprehenSive nuclear test 

.' peacemaker. ban,treaty this year. '.. . \. .'. .,!""." ." " . " ,'," , 	 . 
'. . By 'keeping our rriilitruy strong, by' using, . As W~l remember what happened :. in the 
, diplOl:nacywhere we can andJorcewhere,we Japanese subway, we can outlaw pOison gas . 
I ,must, ~y. working with others to share' the, (orever.if theSenaterntifies the ~Cher:nical,' 
" :risk and the'cost afour,efforts, America.is Weapons 'Convention 'this year. ;We can, in- ~\' " "";". 

", ........ making a"difference for ,people' here' ~~d.te,nsilY"thefight againstterrori~ts ,anq:orga;." ,.' . 
~:.,:~,- ~,.'~';:,~: ,:.~arotlnd,theworld.. For' the 'first time: since .. niied cnminwsat . home and abroad': ifCon~ ; 

. \. ' 

• .' , ; r ':,', thc(daWTi:()f the nudearage+~or .the:'fi~~t .' gres~ 'passes 'the~ntiterroris'm~legislation~I ' 
. ti:m¢'~Jn~~:.tp~ da~ Of tQe .T),u~'t!,~t ,~g~' . pro~~~d. ,aft~r the .oklahoma City QoD,lbipg•. ., ';). 

'.' ..:".i;~"q,.",.',;., "there is ;no.t a :s.irigle Russian'Dlissile pointed' . noW. We, can help more people' m9V~ >f~~ " 
· at Amenca s c·hlldren. . . '. . . '..' hatred to hope all across' the world ,10 our 
. North Korea has now frOzen its dangerous own interestif COT)gress give~ us the means. 
nuclear weapons program. In Haiti; the, dic-, tO,remain th,e world'.sl~ad.er for peace.. .' .. 
tators are gone, demoCracy h,as, a new day, . ,My fellow Amencans, ,the six .challenges. 
,the flow of desperate refugees' to our shores' 1 ha~e just discussed are' for' all of us,. Our 
has. subsi~ed. Through, toug~er trade deals' seventh challenge is~eally. America's cha!- ,., 

· for. Amenca~ over 80 of them. -.ye ha~e' ,lenge to' those, of. us ·10 thiS. hallowed., H~l . 
',. "opened marketsabr,oad, and now exports are .tonigpt: .to reinvent our :Government and, 

• 	 !.' at an all-time high, growing faster thlln im- make our demOctacywork for them.' . . . 
pnrts and creating good American jobs.,' . Last· year. this, Congress applied to, itself 

We stood/wit~ those taking risks for peace:, the laws it applies to everyone else~ This Con
in • Northern Ireland. where Catholic and gress ba~lned gifts arid ,meals from. lobbyists. 
· Protestant children now, tell their parents, vi- . This Congress forced .lobbyists to disc:lose , 

.plence ,must ,never' r~tuin; in, the Middle,' ;who pays them and what leglslation 'they are 
i, 'East where., ArabS, and Jews whq, 'once' trying to pass or kilL '!'his Congre,ss did that, ' 
, seemed destmed, to fight forever now share land 1- applaud you font., ". ':'.' : 
lnowledge 'and resOurces and even dreams: " , Now I challenge Congress to go further, 
.' And,we stood upJor peaC?e in Bosnia. Re- to curb/ special interest influence jnpoli~ics, , 

'. I'member ~heskeletal prisoners, the mass' 'by pa,ssing the first truly bipartisan campaign 
. graves, t~e campaign to rape ang torture, the . fin~nce ref~rin pill in ageneration. You,Re

, endles~ lines, of refugees, th~ threat, of' a publicans and Dem~rat~ alike, .canstlow the 
spreading war.' All these threats"all th,ese 'American, p~ple; that 1Ne can limit spendi~g' 

, , 	 '," . , " ' 

" 
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.; . ,'and we c;n 'opell' th~ai~aves to 'ali can- ~o~: 'The re~aining Feder;J \vmk 'force is 


'\ " 
didates. " ' , ,cdmpOsed of hard~Working'Am'eriqans who 


I also appeal.to Gongress to pass the line~ are now working harder and'working,smm;ter \ 


"item veto you promised .the ~inericanpeo- " than ever, before to make sure the quality, ' 

pIe;, ", ' " "" ", , ,ofour seivices does not decline. , / ',' , , 


, Our administration is wor~inghard to give, I'd like to give you one example. His'name 
the American people',a Govemm,ent that isRichard Dean. He'sa 49~year-old Vietnam ": 
works hetterand costs less. Thanks to the veteranwho's worked for,the Social Security 
wor~ of Vice PresidentGor~; we 'are eliini- ,Administration ,for 22 years now.' LaStyea'r, ' " ' 

, nating 1,6,QOO pages of unnecessary rules and .: he ~as hw:d at work in the Federal Building \, , ' 
, regulations. shifting, :more ,decisionmaking in Oklahoma City when the blast killed 169 

out of Washington. baCK to States ~nd local people and brought', the rubble down aR 
'COmmUI)ities., ' 'aroundhim. He reentered that build,ing fouT'

"' -' 
, ,As,we move into the era ofbalancedbudg- 'times."Hc' saved the lives of ,three women. 
ets and smaller Govemme!lt. we'must work He's here'with us,this evening. and I want 

, \ 

in ,new ways to enable people to, make the to recognize' Richard ,land applau& both his , 
, most ,of.:thefr, oWn. ,lives. ,We. are helping pul:>l~c service ~d his,extra()~dinary person~l 
, Amenca s (,.'Ommumtles. notWlth more' bu-' herOism. But Richard, Dean s story ,doesn t 

reaucracy but ,with ',m'ore ,opportunities.,' end there. This laSt November. he was forced 
Through our successful empowerment zones,' O\,1t of his office when the GovernlTlent shut 

, and cdmmunity ,development banks. we're, down. And.the'second time the Goyernment 
helping peOple ',to! find jOps. tosta~ busi-, shut down 'he conti,nued helping SOcial Secu-' 
nesses. And with ,tax incentives for companies rity recipients, but he was ",or~ng without. 
t'tat clean up abandoned industrial 'property, ,pay.' :' ' "", '..,," , 
w~ can bring jobs back to places that des- "On behalf ofRicharo Dean and, his family. 

1. ';pt:ratcly. desperately need them:" " and an 'the other people who' are out there',', ; ", < .. ~, . , , ,,' 

J:~ut there are some are~ that the Federal, Working'eveJ;y'day 40iilg a goOd job, for,' the , ",J, 

, ", ':', .' ~Go~ernment shoulq np~ l~ave and should ,ad- " American' people. 1 c~allenge al!, of you, in', "", , 
'I" .. : 

: dress and, a~dre~s strongly. One' of these tliis Chamber: ..Let's 'neV~r~ ever shut '.the' 
ar~as is the rroblem of illegal immigration.,':F~geralGovernmentdQ\fI)ag3in",.' ' "'t':'.""'!.' 

,,::";~!' After years p neglect. thfs aariiinistration 'has', "On: b~half of aIF~mericans;;especially:'~ 

, 'taken,a' strong st~d Jo' stiffen ,the protection those' who need,their Social: Security pay- " 

, or our bord~rs. Weare ~ncrcasing border ,'ments at thebeginnirig of March, I alsochal

contro!s by 50 per¢ent. We are increasing in- lengeJhe Congress to preser:ve ,the full faith 
spections to prevent the hiring of illegal"im-' and credit ofthe Unit~d States, to honor the 
migrantS. And tonight, I announCe I will sign obligatio~s of thi,sgreat',Nation as we pa.ve, 

, , an E~e?utive order ,to 'deny Federal contracts" for'220 years, to rise above partisanship and' 
to businesses that' hire illegal immigrants. i 'pass a straightf~rwardextension ofthe debt':, 

, , Let me be very clear ,abOl,it this: We are Umit ' and, snow people America, keeps' its 
still a nation of,immi~nts; we should be , 'word., . ' " " " " ' , 
proudof it. We should honorevery legalJm- \'"I kn~,that this, evening J have asked a 

, 'migrant here, working hard to be a goodCitl-: lot ofCongre~s and even more from America: 
" ,zen. working hard ,to: become ~ new, citi~n. ' " But'lain confident: When Americans 'work ' " 


,But we' are also a nation of la~. ' " ,,' together in their homes. their, school,s. their' 

, T want to say a' special word 'now to' thOse' church~, their synagogues, , their, civic 


" 'who work for our Federal Govemment1 groups, their workplace. ,they canme~t any
I 
" ' , Today the, Fe~eral WQrk force is 200,000 em:' ' challeng~. ' ", ," , ~, " '..', ", 

ployees smaller ,than, it was the d;t,y I, took r say again., the ,era 'ofbig' Government is ' " 
, ,office as,President. Our Federal Government, over. Butwe can't go back to the era of fend

today is, the smallest it has been in 30 yearS. ing fqryourseJf. We have to go, forward to 
~d it) getting smaller' ,every day. , Most of ' . ~e era of working together!lS a cqinmunity,;:' 
,.our JelIow'.Americansprobably don:t knoWasa .team. as one' America, with ,all ofus 
that. And there's agqodreasori-~ good rea..;, ,reaching across, th~se lines~tbat divide'wi;:

'-,' 

166-998 (4) . ,96 - 2 

I 

http:appeal.to


98 

.~ 	 • j 

.. ' 	 .' 
" 

jan~ 23 I Administration otWillia~ ].Cliriton,1996·' 
~ , . . , . , . . '} 

· the dhision: the' discrimination: the ranc~r-'". bur country is ~nd alw~yshas been a great .... 
we have to reach across it to find;common and good nation. 'aut the best is yet to come 
ground, \Vehave gotto work ,together if\lVe ifwe all do ouq~.arts~ . " ' .'. . 'J 

want America to work. " ..,' Th~k you. God· bless you, and God bless . 
. '.. ' I want you' to meet two more people.to-.' theYnit~d Stat~s ofAmerica.:-Thank you;. '. 
· 	 night who do just that L~cius Wright is a 

teacher in the Jack~on, .Mississippi, publ~c: NOTE:The.Presid~nt spoke: at9:1~p.m; in the. 
school ·system. A Vietnam vet~ran, he <has' . House Challlberofthe Capito1,' ".' r _. 

created groups to ~help inn(;!r-citY children; 
.\. 	 .· ',tum away from gangs arid build futures they . 


. '. qUl believe in. Sergeant Jennifer Rodgers is' 

.' a police officer in ,Oklahoma City. Like Rich


I 	 . 

)'.· ard Dean, she helped to pull her fellow citi::-
; " 

.' zens. out. of the. rupble and deal. with. that 
· av.iftil tragedy: She reminds us that in their 
.' response td th.at atrocity tne people. of Okla

. , ,\.homa City lifted all of us with their basic ' ~, ", 

sense of decency and COmmunity: . .' . 
. Lucius Wright and Jennifer Rodgers are .. ·.. , 

,\ ' 
· ,speci~ Americans. An .I ,have the honor to .' . 

,.. - ',' 

.' .. arinoUilcetonight that they are the very/first . 

. ' -·ofscvcral, th6usand'Mnericans who will be . 


. ('hosen tocuny.th,e Olympic torch on its long 

, . . jpume,y frqmLos'Angeles to the centennial· ' 
 I' 	 . 

i	 "»'7 " 
"', 1 '," pf.thc Tl}'()de11l Olymp~cs in Atlal1t~th'is 'SU,in~' t',; <, J:",r.,;,}:\"" <,., 	 " 

" 	 : ~/'.' ..... , mer,; not. ' because they'are star. athletes but '; Ii' '. h ".... ''. 

,"'. .t)(.!C;ll,t\seth·~y:arestarcitjz~ns,~rnmunio/ he7, "'" .Ie;.' .1: 

, ;. " roes meeting America's challenges. T~,ey are' 
, ,',' 

': ,'... ' ,our real ch;p!lpio,ns. ,; . '" " . " " !/'.: ;... 
:'Please stand up. [AppltiuseJ '. ',' 


, . Now cuchof us must ho~u high the torch. 

of Citizenship i~ our own, Jives. None. of us , 


., . ~an . finish the race· alone. .We can .only .. 

achieve our destiny together, one hand~ one' 

generation, one. A~erican connecting .t9 an

-other. . , ./ 


. ) . There haye' always' ~n things ~e could " 

.', .do together;,dreamswe coiJld'make reaL '. 
. ' which we could never have done' on our own.' ' 
· We-Americans have forged ouddenti~, ~ur' 

! ~. 

, ..very Union, from the very point of view that . 

we can accommodate every point . on the ". 


; planet, every different opinion'. But we must· . 

be bound toge~h~r by a'f~th more'po~erful 


. ,than any doctrine that divides us, by our be
lief-in 'progress, our love of liberty~· and our , 
 ., 	 \ 

'relentless'search forcommon ground.-: . 
~mericai has' always sought and' always 

. risen to every challenge. 'Who ~uld say.that . 
h<J.\ing (:oine so far together,. we will not:go . 

i' 

fOrward frOm herepWho would say that. thIS .' 
ageofpossibilit)' is not for all Americans? 

. {. 
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WewiU ~~rk together toeam the jobs you 
have. given us. : For' we ,are the keepers of a , ' 
sacred trilst, and \vemust' be faithful to it' 

, iri this new. and very demandi~g era.."· " , . 
Over~OO ye~rsago,our Founders cha'llg~d 

· the entire co,urse of human history by joining "; , ' 
together to 9re~te a new cOuntry, based on 
a'single powerful idea: "We hold these truths: " 
to be self-evident, that all men are'crea.ted ",' 

,equal,. ;': endowe~ by their 9reator 'vith";: ' 
•'certain unalien;lble' Rights,aI)d amo~g these, '. 
'~e Life, Liberty and: the pursuit' ofHappi,-' 

, , { 'ness.~", . ' , "',' 
, ' ,It has fallen to every generatiQriSince, then' 
to preserVe thatidea, the :American idea, and, 

, to deepen ,a.nd expand. its ,meaning 'in new' , 
· and different' times: to Lincoln ~md to his' 
Congress to pres~rve the Union and to e~d " ' . 
slavery; to TheodoreR90seveIt andWoodraw 
Wilson to :r~strain the abuses ,and excesses , 
ofthe industrial revolutionand to 'assert ,our 

· leadership in ~he'world; to Franklin RoO-.. ' 
sevelt to fight the failure and, pain of the, 
Great DepreSSion and, to win our country's' 

, great struggle against fascism; and', to aU our 
· Presi~ents ,since to' fight ih,e' ~Id war; Espe" 

" cially, I ,recallh~pw~ostTtlggled to fightthat .. 
" oolp 'warirl "partnership :with . Congresses', . 
,where" the :qtajq,rity waS, o(a different party: 
· to'H~,TnJmaD,~whosummon~d us, to un~ 
. paralleled ,prosperity at home an,d who built', " 

: >,the'architecture of,thecold war; and to Ron-, 
:Address Before"aJo~t 'S~s~iOil ~fthe, ,.,aid Reagan, whom w~ wish, well tonight and 
:CopgressontheSta\~ of~e Union " ,~who exhortedus'tocarryon, until thetwilighf 

, ' " , : ' struggle again,st communism,was won:" ' 
'January 24,1995 ' ,,' In another time' of change 'ana chaileng€~ 
;"' M'r;'President, Mr., S~eaker,. ~embers6t I had the honor to be the first 'President to 

the'104fh Congress" my fellow Ameri,cans: !, be 'elected in the' post-cold-war era, an e~a 
Again, we are here. in th~ sanctuary ofdemoc- ' marked by Hie' global economy; the informa-:', 

, :, 'racy. andonce again our democracy haS spo-. " tion ~e;volution,unparalleled cliange'and op- . 
l<en. .so let me begin ibycongra.~ulating ,all, porturiit)r, and insecurity for' Jhe, American 

,ofyou here,in the)04th Congress and con:- people., I came ~o this hallowed Chainber 2 
·gratulating you; Mr: Sp,eaker. ' " " .,' years ago on, a mi~sion; to restore the Amer

, " . ,", Ifweagree on 'no~hhlg else' tonight~ we ican dream for all 'our: people and to mak~ , 
must ,<l7r.ee that the American peopleger-, sure that~e move ~nfo the 21st century"still': ' 

, trunly voted for change in 1992 and in 1994. the strongestforcetollreedcim and'demoe..
, And.as I lookout at you, I know how some " racy in, the' entire world. 'I was determined, 
'ofyou musthavefelt in 199~. [LaUghter.] ,',then to tackle thetq.ugh'problems too long' 

I'; must say that i* both y~ars w~ didn't, ignored. In,this effort I am frank to say ,that 
,h~aT Aplerica, singi~g" w~ heard Amepca' .J have made my mIstakes, ,and I have learned , 
shouting. And nowaJI of ,us"R~p'tiblicans and, 'again' the importance,', of, humility" in alr, 

• '. Democrats alike, millst say, ''We' hear you., hiJmanendeavor. But' I am also proud to say 
I 

-,',... 

, ., 

. ,., 
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': tonight that QUr country is stronger tJ:ian it,' :rhe vahies that used to hold us alI,together 

,." " " was 2 yea,rs ago. I [Applaus~] Thank you.' j, , seem to be ~ming apart.' ': > , 


',' Record:numbers or Americans ar~ s:uc- ,So tonight we must forge a Ilew social coin,: ' 
ceeding in, th~new global economy. W.e are, pact to me~t the challenges of this time.'As , ' 
at p~ace,and, we are a force for peace ~d we enter a ',new ,era; we need a' new. set of. 

" , 'freedom throughounhe world. We have ~-'understandings, not just ,With' Government 
most 6 miUicm ~ew jobs since I b~ame rresi~ i, but,even more, important; vvith Qne another 

, dent; and we have the lowest oombineo rate as Americans. , I , , 

of unemployment and inflation in :25 ~ears: ' :, ThafswhatI 'wantto taIkwith you about 
,'Our busjnesses are more productivei And ' tonight. 1 call it the,'Ne:wCovenant. But it's 
here, we ha~e, worked to bring the?e~Cit " , groun~ed'in' a'very~. :vel)' ?ld' i~ea, that all 1 

/ ',d()wn, to expand ,trade, to put more, pohce Amencanshave notjust anght b~t a solemn, 
on ourstreet~~ to ,give o~rcitizens ,m?reof. , responsibilityt~ rise ,as far, as thei~ God~given ' 
the tools they need to get an, educatio~ and., talents and determination can take them and, 

, to rebuild their own communities. ' " ' " ' to give sometping back. to their 'communities 
~ut the rising, ticle,is 'nofIifting alt,b9ats. all<~ their country in return: OppOrtunJty and 

Wh,ile our Nation iS,enjoying peace and pros- ,responsibility: They go hand, in, haIi&' We 
, perity, too many of our people3:re ,still :work.., " can't have one without the other., And our, 
ing ,harder, and harder," for less, mel less. "national oommunitycan't hold together. With,:, 
Wh~le oUf businesses' 'are restructuring and out both. ", , ' , ,':' ""',"',' " 
growing ,more'productiveand'compti~tive", Our NeW Covenant'is a.new setofunder-: 
too many of our peOple stilLcan't b~ sQre ' staIidings' forhQw 'we' can equip' our people 

, ,of: havi~g a job ,~ext ~ear or eve?, ne~,', ~onth. tQ meet thechallen:g~s of a\ n~ecoil~m,y, 
. \'" 

. , A~d far more ,than our,matenal nch~s are how we c~change the way'our,Government 
, tnreaten¢d,' things far, morc precious ito us, 'works to fif a different time, and, above all, , , 

\ 

.our children; 'our families~out\·alues. ":; , , . ' ' how\vecan;repair tIle damaged' bondS iI)'our, 
, 'Our civil life is'suffenng in' Ameri~atoday., societyandc,ome togetJier' behind, QUr;com-' , 
'CitIzens' arewor~irig.tog~llier.lessand shout-" mon"'purpOse: 'We'must' hav~ dramatic 
, ing at:each:'othermore.T~e CoinI11on ,bonds " change..in our econ<?my, our Government, ' , 
,of coinmunitywhichhav~ been,the' great andoursel~es.:, ::' ,,' , ", ':-' 

" '.strength of our. country from its very begin- : ,'My fellow Americans, without regard • to " 
ni~g' are' badly frayed. Wh~t ate ,we I,to, do " party,lE:t us rise t() the occasion: Let us put, 
~bout it? ,',' ",' ,~", , ,:', aside 'partisanship, and'pettiness and pIjde. 
, More thaI;r;60 yea~s ago!,at, the~wn of. tAswe ,embark on this new ~urse, let us put 

,another' new era" Ptes~dent Hooseveft told 'otircountiy firSt, remembering that regard
our Nation~ ':Newcondi~ioJls)inpose newre':' lessof party label, we ~e all Americ~s. And, 

" , 

, , quire'ments ,on Government and thos~who "let the fmal tes( of everything we: do be a 
" I conduct G<?vernment" And frpm ,that ~imple, simple one:, Is.' it good for the,American pea.. . , " 

proposition, he shapedthe Ne\~ Deal,lwhich pIe?'. ,',',',' " ,\ , • 

1, ,helped, to restore our N;:ttion to pro~perity , 'L.et me begin by saying that wecarinot, ask 


, 'and define the relationship between our peo- AmericanS. to be better citi~~ns, if we are 'not ',',' 

pl~ and th~ir GoveIT.I:ment for half a'c~nfury. 'betters~~ts.,You Iru;ldea:good start, by , ' 


,\ , That approach worked in 'its time. But we passing ,that la~ which' applies to' Congress ' 

t~day., We fac~ a'very different timea~d vel)' ,all the laws you put on the private sector, 

different conditions. We atemo\rjng from an and I was proud to sign ~t,yesterday. Butwe', 

industrial <,lge built on gears and sweat' to,an , have a 10tI1)()re to do before people r,eally 


, }n~orm'ation age de~anding skills, and; learn- trusf the way things workaround here., Three 
ing, ari~ flexibili~~ Our' Government, 'pnce, 1\' 'times k many lobbyiSts are in the streets and' 
champion of national purpose, is:no~s~enCorridors "of Washington as were, here 20, " 

·by many as s,implya captive of narroW, inter':' ,'years ago. The Aine~can people look~at, their 
". : 

, ,Iests, putting more burdens on 'our ~itizens' Capital,' an~theysee a city where the. well
r:ather than equipping tijem, to get :ahead.. ~nn~ted .and the~\Vell-p~t~cted',c,an: work 

• I ' " .' '. 
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the system, but the interests of ordinary citi- .hur~aucracies.· The New. Covenant .way 
I ',' 

zens are'often left out. ' .' ':' ' . should' shift these resources and decision-' " 
· . , As the new c.ongres~ opened'its dbOl's, lob- "making fi'om', btire~ucr~ts'to citizen~, inject-' ::'.' 

bYists were still' doing "business ,as Jsual; the ':: ing choice and oompetitionand individual re~ 
"gifts, the,trips, all the things·that p~ople are 'sponsibility intonational policy; The old wa):' 
concernedabotit haven't stgpped.T;wice·this' 'of governingiuound here act~ally see~ed to' 
. month y~u missed opportunities to stop these " . reward. failure. The New" Cov~nant way " 

· practiCes. I kn,ow there, ,were other ~nsider:-'" should have built-in,incentiyes to. reward'suc-' 
I atio~s in those votes, but,I waIlt to ~se some-:-, • cess. The old~aywas centralized here in ' 
thing that I've heard my Republican friends", Washington. The 'New Covenan~ way.must 
'say from time to time" '~There doe~n't have 'take' hold in the cOmmunities all across 

· to be a .law for,eve~ing;" So to?ig?t I ask America. And we should ~el.p/ them to d?,: 
" you to.Just stop takmg the lobb)'ls~sperks.,' that., , \ , 

,., , Jusf stop: We ~on't have to wait for legisla- , "Ourjob here is to eXpand opportl.mity, not' 
tion to pass 'to send astrongsign~.. to the bureaucracy, to empower people to Plake the 

,American people th~t things are really chaog- I,llost of their pwn lives, and to enhance ~>ur . 
,ing. But I also hope you' will :~end, me the security here athome,andilbroad. We must· 

. . ;, ': s!rongestpossiblel?bby r~fo~ ~illi anq I'll .' not ~~'. Govern~entto do what.\Ve shoul~ I . 

SIgn that; too. . ., ' I., do for ourselves. We should rely on Govern
>, Wesho~ld' requite' lobbyists to: tell the merit as apartner to help ~S' to. do more for' , . 
,peopl~,for whom they ~ork what: they'r~ oUrSelves andJoreach other. ,', : .... .', , 

, spending, what they want. We 'shquld also", I hope veiy much, 5hat as wfdebate these 
I cu~bthe .ro~e of big, money in ,elections by , specific and exciting matters, we can go be~ \ 
capping the cOst of.,campaigns aIld! limiting' yond th~sterilediscussion between the' illu-' 

.' .~he influence ,of PAG,s,; .And ~I Kave s~d '. '" siOli . that there :is ,somehow. a· program, for 
,for3year~,we,sh~uld wor~ to open. the ,au- : every,problem,on:the on~,handj, and the. ",. " 
waye.s>So.thaf.th'ey,canbe an instI11;ment ofother",illusi<:>p'thaL theGove~ment· is a' . ," '. ',,' 
deql<~racy,nota,weapon"ofdest~ction,'by ,source'orevery p~oblem we have. Our job, ,,'. ,-",",', 

,,',giving free n: time to candidates for public· is'to get rid of yesterday's Government so " ' 
.' I ~;' ;. 

: off1~,¢::: .. ,:, .', ..,'::.. ,' .... -: .1, '..' ,that:~>ur: o~,peoplecan'meet'today~s aneL,.,; 
.' When thelasq:::on,gress killed political re~ ,tomorro\V's needs; And we' oughtto do inp~ 

fonn)ast'year, it was repOlted in, the press "gether; ..','" " .' .', .'. '. 
that'the lobbyists actually stoodin the, Halls ' . You kn,ow; for years before lbecame Presi- .. 
of ' this sacred' bUilding and 'cheer~d. ThiS dent, I he.ardot~er~say they would'.cutGov~ , . 
year, let's give the folks at home sOfnethi,ng ernment <lIld how bad it was, but not mu.ch 

. ,.' 

. .' ~. ' · to cheer about., ". /. ' '.. , . '. I " ".;' happened. We .actUallY did ~t. ~e cut O\!~r 
, i,-' , More important, J think we all agree that, a quarter of a· trillion dollarS in spending, 

we have to change ,the way-the Government more than' 300 .domesticprograms, more 
\ . '\ works. Let's make it sm,aller, less co~tIy, and '.than lQO~OPO positions from the Federal bu-. 

, sml.lrter; leaner, not meaner. [ApplauseJ ' , 'reaucracyinthe l~t 2 years alone. Based on 
" I just ~old the Speaker the' eqmil 'tiinedoc- " d~isions .already mage, we will have cut a , 
trine is alive and welt [Laughter] ': .... .' \ . total of more than a qmirterof a ,milHon posf-·. , , 
'.. The ,New Covenant approach, to gqverning 'tlons from the Federal<povernni~nt, m,aking 

, is asdifT~rent from~he old bureaucratic way it the small~stit has been since John Ken
as the computer is from the manu~ 'type-' ,nedywas President, by th,e,tiine I comeh,ei-e' . 

. writer. The old way ofgoverningru:otfnd'here againnexfyear. '. " .. ' " . ..' .' 
.protected organized '.interests. Weishould .. Under' the leadership of YiceP;'t:1de~t 
lookout for the interests' of ()rdinru)',lpeoi>l~~,\ ,Gore,ourinitia~ves have already. saved tax-. , 
The old way divided us by interest; cpnstitu-' • payers $63 billio~. The age of the $500 ham- ' 
ency, Or class. The New Coven,ant ways~ould mer aiidtheashtray you can breakon "David .. 
unite us. behind a commQn vision of whafs4ttenn~" is I gone. Deadwood' programs, . ' 
best for our country. The old way'\dispe~sed 'like· moh'airsubsidies, are: gone.,_'We've 
s~rVi~es through large" top-down,' Jiflexible streamlined ~e,~~culture Departm~nt by'. ~ 

I.','. 
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. ieducing it' by more tha~ 1,200 offic~s. We'~e .....Apd .we' ~eed; to.getGovem~ent .close~ . 
slashed 'the small business loan forin from to the pepple it's rrlE~ant to serve. We nero 
an inch thick to ~ single page. "'e'vethrown ". to help move programs qow':Q'to the. point 

":"away the Go\'ernn1enfsl0,OpO~pagePerson'-' .. where States and ~mmunities ~d private 

neI manual. ..... . . ; ..• ' .. citizens in the private sector can do a, better .. 


',,' .·.And the . Gch'ernment 'is \vorking .better in 'job. If, they can do it, we ought to let them 

important ways: fEMA,Jhe FeHerall Emer-doit VVe should get out. ofthe' way and let \.. 


'gepcy Management Agency, has gOri~}romthemdo what they cando: better. Taking ".. 

I being a disaster tohelpiI;lg people in, disas':;.' pow~r away from Federal bureaucraCies and 
teis.' Youcari ask the fanned in ~he'Middle giving it bac.k to communities arid individuals . '. 
West who fought the'flood there. or the peo- . ~ssomething. everyOn~ should be ~ble to be ;. 
plein California Wh9 have dealt with:floods for.' '. '. .... . 

, , arid earthquakes and fires, and theflltell you. . It's time for Congress to stop.passing on. 
. that. 9qverninent worke~s; '\vorking: hand in to the-States the cost of~ecision.s we make' 

'" hand witli private business;. rebuilt southern' ' here inW~hiri~on; r ,know ~here; are still 
.. ' California's fractured free\vavs in recorH time . serious differences over the details of the un..: 
' ..and·under budget~ I\nd ~c;use the y~eral. funded mandates legislation~but I want' to; 

. Government J!loved 'f~t, all but one pf -the" 'work With you to make sure we pass a: r:eason- . 
5,~00 s<;:hools damaged in the earthquafe are: able billwhich will'proteCt the national inter-: 
back in~usiness. • . '" ..:'., .' . estsand 'give justi~ed reliefwhere we need '. !I 	 • 

. Now,. there are a lot ofother things.. that. to giv~it. '. .., ~.. . 
I Could talk about I :Nant ·to just mthitiori" '. For years~' Congr~ssconcealf?d in the. 

"one' becau·se. it will~e discu~sed here'ln the: budget scores of petspendi'ng,projects. Last 
n~xt few weeks. University a(lministnitors all 'ye~r was,Ilo difference~There was 3/$1 mil.. 
,~\·~r.~~e.c?tinfryh~\'etold n)ethat:th~ya~e '. Iiori.t?st~dystress:in.plantsai1d·,$121PiII~on '., . ':;' 

. " '.~'-·,~~~in:g''r,~ks.,3:Qdwe~k~ofbllrea:ucr~ti~.~inle .. f<?,f. a.tic~:te":l0val.program: thatdidn·t~ork.. '.: " 
.pcj\v because: 'of our:dir~t college' loa~ pr9~:. ~ Irs ·hard,to,r~mo~etick~. Those.: of'us' who.:' . :' 

" "graITI,\vnkh makes college loans,cheaper ana, '. have had':theJi): Ja,1bw, [faughter] ButTIl tell. ' ' .' '!c 

.. ' ,.'. more affordable with bett~r.repaym~'rlt terms" :)6U 'so~ething.; if yo:u:ll' giyeme liIle:-it~m .... ·" 
"".' .. ·f~r;stuc'lerits~ :cdsts .the Goverrimerit les~, ~rid:;,vefq;I'n iem9Ve'SOme df that unm~c~ssll;I:f ..', 

.. cuts out paperwork and bureaucracy fo;r the spending: . . ... '; . .... '.' " . . 
Government and for· the unh.'ersitie~."We. '·.But I think we should all·remember· and .

',,' 	
'shouldn't cap that progr~m. \\'~ should: give almost all'of-uswouldagree, thatGo~e~-' . 
ev~ry, College' ill AI~erica the opportunity to ment still has irilportanfresponsibilities . .our.. 
be apart of it:'. I.: .' ...... . ': . '. young peopl~weshould think of this when' 

Pre\;ousCovernment programs gath,ered we~ut-Our. yOung people. hold OllrJuture \.' 
dust. The reinventing Cover:nnlent reP9it is' ,: iQ their hands. We stin- owe a d~bt to our . 
getting results. 'And we're not. thr~ugh: , veterans. And our senior ritizenshav~. made 

. There'sgping' to be a second round 'of us w}1at we ar~. Now, my budgetcuts a lot. 
.. reinveryting Gove":!ment. \ye propose tC) cut· Butifprotect~ e,duc~tion, vete'rans, Soc~al Se- .. . 

if .. 
'. $130 billion in spending by shrinking depart- <, eurity, arid .Medicare,.and I,hope you' will' ..... . ., 

. .' ~ , 

rnents, extending our ,freeze on domesticdq the" same thing. You should, and I h.ope 
.' . spending, 'cutting.60 public~ousing pro- . you wilL .,' . ....... ... ... . 

'. grams down to 3. getting rid of over 100 pro- .. ' . ;And.w:hen we give. more flexibility to the .' 
" .' grams we do not need,; liketh~ Inter~tate States, let us remember tliatthere are'ee:itain 

'Conlrrlf~r('f' 'r.ommission and the Heliuln :Re~' . fundamental national r't'-Eds that should -be· 
.... serve ProWam. And \Ve~reworking·onget~ing .. addres~ed in every State, North and South;' . 
. rid .of unnecessary :regulations an~' malting. East an'd\yest:' Immtinlzation 'againstchild . , 

them morese.nsible. The progranis and regu- hood disease, sghqo.1 lunches in ·all.our 
. lations · that have outlived their usefulAess. '. schOols. Head Start, mediCal care' an'd nutri

.: snould g6:We have tocut yesterday's9ov- <tion for p~egnimt woinen1andinfants-,Iap
ertiment to help. solvetomorrow:s pioble-Ims.. ' plause]-:-medical~~J;e,ariqn;utritio~ for preg~-

I 
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, . ,nant women, and infants, all these things, all ""we '~ade i good start at contin~ing the wo~k " 

:these things are in the national inter~~t, ' of welfare 'reform. Our admln'istr;-ationgave 

, • I appla!Jd your desire.to get 'rid of costly': two d()zen States the right' to slash th!~ug~ 


and un~ecessary regulations. But ,,-yhen _we Federal rules and regulati.ons t~ reform'thei,! , 

deregulate, lefs re.member what nationaIac- ' , own welfare systems and t<;> try to promote 

tion in' the' national interest has~ven. us: work and responsibility over welfare and de

, safer food for our families, safer toys forour. ' pendepcy., , ' ,'\ ' ,', .". 
childfen; safer nursing homes for,blir par- , ,:, Last year I introdtic~dthe most,sweeping 
ents, safer cars and highways, and seifer work'- ',~ welfare' reform plan ever presented by an ad

:' places, cleaner air, arid cleaner water: Do we "ministration; We have to make welfare 'what 
" needoommon sense and fairness inpur,~egu- " it wasmeapt 'to be, ',~ serond:chance; n'ot a 

latiqns? Youbet we do., ~ut, we pm have way 'of life. We have t!J help those on welfare, 
,common sense and still' provide rfor safe move tb'work,~ qUickly' as· pOssible, to pro

',:,drinkingwater.\Ve can have fairn~~'and still' vide child care alid teach .them skills~:if that's 
clean up ,toXic dumps, and we ought to do , what they need, for upto 2year~. And after 
it. " ',,' ',/ r ,'that; there 'ought to be ,a simple1 hard rule: ' , 

Should we cut- the deficitinore? Well, of 'Anyone who can work inust go, to, work. If,,' 
Course we should. Of Course wesllould.But .. a parent isn't ,laying' child support. they',

I, , we~anbring it down in a waythatsti,ll pro-,should be force to ,pay. \Ve should suspend 
, j " tects our econ9mi~ recovery and d~s oC?t ~n- , drivers'licens~, tr~ck them 'across State lines~ 

,~uly piJni~,h people who s,hould m?t be pun- ' make 'them work offwhatthey o~e. Thatis 
I Ished but mstead should be,helped.!" ' ',' what ,we should do. Governments do nqt 
, ',I know m~ny of. you in this Cha~ber sup.,' rai~e children, people do. And the, parents 
'port ,the balanced budget amendmt';pt I cer" must take responsibility for the children they 

, ' .. , tairilywarit ;to bruance'thebudgeb Ou'r ad- . bring into this world." ' , \ J 

',i. 'i'n,~nisJia~i~~ ,pasdol}~:inbreto ;bring t~e,:, '~'w~ilt 'to work \vith,);ou,\Vit~ all Qf XQ!l" ".,' 
'", ,,',,' ,:budget: down and,JQ ,save r:noner, than ,anY::,topass welfare ,refoF.":l' But ·our goal J;lmst, 

. ~:, ~ in a ve:ry, very long time. :Ifyou. qelieYe pass- " be. to liberate, people ~d lift. them up from'" ,," i,f' •• 

" 'jng' this 'amendment :is the right thing to do,' dep,endellce to, incIepencience,,'frorn \\'elf~re .' ," 
;/".",,, '\r' theJ;l you have to, be straight with,! th~ A.iI1er-',:, to :~br;-k;Jrqfll' rner:e"child~ellrillg ,to.resp()Il~' ' ";"; ~i"::J' 

, iean people. They hav¢ a righfto :know \\that,sible parenting., Our 'goal- sho41dnof ,be ,to,. ' " 
yoilre going ~o cut; wha,t taxes y6u're goingpullish them because they happen tobepQor:,' 

, ,',tqraise, lan(;Lhow i~'s gOi?g t() ;afI"ect the,m." ,~e.sh~ul~,,~~ .shoul~.'~quire wor~ and " 
; . We s~ould be domg thmgs Iq, the open mutual responSIbIlIty; But we ,shouldn tcut , 

, arQundhere., For example, every,bodyought 'people off just beca:use(they~r:epoor, they're 
to knc;>w if this proposal is'going~o endanger ,young"or,even bec~use they:re unmarried., 
Social Security. -1 would oppose;that,and ~ , ,We should' promote responsibility by requir

'/ 
,think most Americans would., " i" " " ,-ing,you.ng ht?th~rs to liH~ at ho'me ,with' their .'.' 

Nothing has ~one more to un~erriline our ' ',parents or in, ()ther supervised "settings, by , 
,-" 	 sense of comirior(responsibility, than our ,tequiring.them to fini,sh ,schooL But ~e " 

failed welfare system. This is.()ne;ofthe prob- \ shouldn't, put thema,n~ their childreriout on" " 
lems we have to face.hereinWas~ington in : the, street. And I know all the ,arguments, pro 
our Ne\~ Covenant.' It rewards welfare over and ron, and r have reada.nd thought about 
\vork. ,It \lridermines familyvalu~s. H lets mil- 'this for a. long t.ime. I still don 't think we 

, li0I1~ of parent~ get awaywithout paying their ,can in good consCience punish poor children 
child support.'.Itkeeps a minoIity but asig- for the mistakes ,of their parents. - " , 
nificant \minority of th..: ['€'Ople on welf~re 'Myfellaw Americans, every single 5"",,'e); " 

I. 	 ,trapped on it for a very long tim~. , shows that, all the 'Ameri~an people care 
", 

, I've worked OIl' this proble~' for a' long 'about 'this Without regard . to partyor' race, " 
,time,.nearly 15 years ,now. ASfaGovernor, : or region. So let this be the year we end'wel· i; : : 

I had the honor Of workingwitp the :Reagan far~ ,as, w,e' know it })utalSo I~t: this ,be the' " 
a:dminis,tration to write thr last welfare re- year that we are all able to ~top using this 
form bill back in .1988. In the: laSt 2 years, 'issue' to diVide America. No :qne is more 

. .; • .:, . j 	 . 
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, (, eager to: end \~elfare-{(Jpplau~e]-'I rhay'~ this bpdygreatly t~t year. 'fhe,lasi Congress " 
, "the only President who has actually had the:, also 'passt:;d theB~ady bill, and, in the crime ' 
"opportunity to sit in a welfare office,' who's, ,bilI~"the ban, on 'I9assault : weapons. 1 don't, 
actu~ly spent, hours and hours talking tOJ?eo- thirikjfs a ,secret to anybody, in this room 
pre on \velf~h;~ ..AJ)d I'al:1 telling you, tije peo-' that sever~l Members of the last, Congress 

, " 	 pie \yho are trapped:on',itknow,it?oesn't who voted for that aren't here:tonight, be
work; they al~o want to get orr. So 'jVe,c~ cause they votep for it~ And 1know, there~ , 
p(omote, together; equcatio'nand wO,rk and ,fore,that some of;you ,who are here because 

, good parenting. I ,have no problem with Pu.n..;· they voted for it are under ,enormous pres-' 
ishing b~d beha\ior or the refusal to be a sure to repeal it~ 1 just ~ave to tell you how: ' 
worker or a student or a respon,sible parent: 'I feel about it.' , " ,',",' 
I just don 't w~nt to punish poverty and pas~" .The Mem~ers of Congress :who voted, for 
~jstakcs.AIIof us ha\'emadeou'r, mistakes,' '.th3;t billaild 1 would never do anything to, 
a:n~ non,e of us can change qur, yest~rdays. ip.fringe'on' the 'right to keep and bear arms 
But e\'ery 'one of us can change our}omoi-' , .t.Qhunt andtoengage)nother appropriate , 
rows. t\nd Ameri~a's be,st' example' or. that 'sporting activities..I've 'done, it since, ,I was 
maybe L:11n Woolsey, whO. worked ~erway :'a hoy,andrm go~ng t9 keepright on dOing, 

,off welfare to become a Congress}voman', it until 1 can't do it anymore . .But a lot of ,; 
.,from the State:of California. " peopl~ laid doWn their seats in Congress so 
'TknO\~theMembers of this Congress'are,' that police o,fBcers 'and kids wouldn't havi:: '" 
concerneci;abo!-lt crime, as are an. the ~itizens ,to lay down their ,lives tin~er a h~l of assault 
of our country.,~nd I remi}id you' t~at laSt "weapcinattack, and 1 will not I~t that be re- , 

, year \ve passeda ,very tough crime bill: long~r ,',pealed.! will notIetit'be repealed., ' , 
',sentences; "three :strikes' and you're qut,:' ,al-'" l'dlike, to talk 'about a ~\lple of otheri~~ , 

most 6Q 'ne\v, capital pun~shmentofTerises~ ,sues we hilv:e to deal with; I want lIS, to cut 
" ' , m~re,:'p'r!~ons, ,more ,?r~\:enyon, .'lOO,OOQ: more spe:~~~g, b~~ 1hopeJw~~~n~t cut Gov-', 

rri.ore,pohce"~ndwe ,PaJ~(orlt,all pYireduc- ernment 'prqgtams ,~hat help' to ,prepare, us' !:"'" ,(,,' 
,.-, ,h1g ,~hesize'ofthe ' F,ederaJ.~ bu're~ucr~Cy and'," fqr :the riew~J)omy,;ptomqter~sponsib~lity!, " 

. , . ghi~g thfrno~ey, back'~o IQcalcom~unities'aI!darc:!,~~anizedJrointhe giilssroots,up:n<?t, " 
to lower the'crime r,ate., "",' (' '. ' . by Federal bureaucracy.The very b~st exam-' ", 

. , \'. ';, ','" , ~:" Th¢re 'InayJ1eo,tife( 'thiri~W~e ca!1'~Hoto ' ; pie' 6(:'this""'Y; :""*e;:''ilati6haI:·:s~rVic.e :corps;, ' , ';' ::". ":'. 
be' tougher' on crime, ': to' be smarterwith'A,meriCorps; It paSsed With strong bipartisan 
crime. to. help to lower' tha,t rate firs,t; :WeU;, , "support. And' now there' are '20,000' Amer:i- ' , i 

if there' are, let's taJk about them" a:nd 'I~t's cans, more than ,~verserved in one year· in 
dd thenl. But leq 'not go ba,ck on thf ~hings ·theI>eace Corps~ working allover this coun
that we ,did last year that we know work, that 'try, heIpipg peOple person-to~pe'rson in local 
we know\\'ork, because the lO,Cullaw ~nforce:-" 'grassroots volunteer groups, SolVing prob.:. 
'ment' officers tell us that, we didt~e right, I~ms, and in the proCes~ earning some ,money 
'~hillg, ,because l~al'community lead~rs who ,foitheir.'educatiop. :Thisis ~i~izenship at :its 

'. 'ha\;fi worked for years and years to k~\ver the'" best It's g09d for the AmeriCorps memberS,; 
:"cnmerate tell 'us thatthey'work:Ufs look "but irs good for.the rest'; of us, too. It's the ' 
~t t~e experieri~e of our'citiesand o'urrural, eS,sence of ,the New Coven~t" 8fd we~ 
ar~as: ,\v!lere the cri~e, rate h~ go~e dqwn, s,hould~l s~p it., ,,' ','.. ,'" ',' 
,and, ask the people who did)t how ~hey did 'All AmeIjcans, not onlyin theStates most' 

, it And if wh~t we,did.lasf year, supports t,he heavily affec~ed but: in- everyplace in this, ". 
decline in the crime tate--;-and I 4nj, con- 'country,,' are rightly ,disturbed by the large ",f 

,\~nced that. it does-let us 'nor' go pack, on, numbers of illegal aliens entering our CQun
i~., Let's stick ,with :it. impl~ment it:" We've ,try. ,The jobs"they hold might othenvise be 
got '4 more/hard years of \vork ·to qo to do, 'held, by' citi~ens' or legal' immigrants. ,The, 
that. ' , , . ' I , publi~ service they useilllpose burd~nson: , 
. I don't want,Jo destr9y'ihe good atmos-, our..taxpaye~.That'swhyour~dmi'Qistration, 

phere,in the 1i90n,10r in:the coul1try,:torlight, ' :·has m~ved'aggt:essively to secur~ our border~ 
, , ' , 

put I have to ii1'ention one issue that'dhided, more by hiri9g a record number' of new bor- , 

,t'.·,· 
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, ',,' del' guards, byd~porting,twice' ~;~' m~ny' work for ali ofou~ people, a Go~'ernine~t th~t, ' ' . 

. criminal aliens as ever>l?efore, ,by crackIng helpspach '~na every one,of.us to ge~ an edp
',' down on illegal;, hi~ng, by bamng\welfare cation and to have the opportunity to reneyV 

.: benefits to ,illegal alieqs.In the ~udget lwill', our'-skills. That's why we worked so hard to 
. presept to),ou, we will"tI)'to do Jnoreto increase educational opportunities)nthe last 

speed the' deportation of illegal;,alie~s,who ,2 years, from Head Start Jo public schools, 
are arrest~d for crimes1 to better'identtifyille- 'to, apprenticeships for; young, people "who, 

. gal aliens In,' the workplace as recOmJ;Jlended don't go to college; to' making college loans 
, I;>y theoommissionheadecl'by' forQl~r.C6n- 'more a\'ailableaild mQreaffordable~ That's, , 

gresswoma'n Barbara Jordan,. Weare~ nation' the first' thIng we have to do. We've 'got to, ' 
'" . of immigrants. But we are also, a nc'lti~n,of ,dosornething to 'emp()'wer people toimpr~'e ' " 

laws. his wrqng anq ultiqia,tely seIf-d,efea~ing, their skills.,'- " " " ' 
for a nat~on of irrimigrantsto permit the Kind., The second thing we ought to do is'to help, 
of abuse of o;ur immigration laws "~~ ,havepe6ple raise their incomes, imm~diatelyby 
'seen in recent years, aqdwe ~ust dp inore' lowering their taXes. \Ve took the first ~tep 
to ~top it.' " 'i ' in 1993 with a working family tax cut for 15 
",\he most important job of our Govern- ',million families ~th incomes unde~ $,27,000" 

, merWinthisnewera·:is' tb' empo~er the" a tax cut tliat this year will av~r~ge about 
American people'to succeed in the: glqbaI' ,$1,000 a family. And we also gave tax reduc
eoonomy. America' has always' been; a hind- tions to most small and new businesses. ,Be

. of.opportunity,'a land wher~; if you -work fore' we could, do mor~ than that, ' we'first ' 
,'hflrd,you can get ahead: We've; beCome a 'haa,to bring down the deficitwe irihe rited, 

great middle classcaimtry., Middle'clJlss val-', and we'hadJo getecoriomic growth up. Now' 
'.. ,

,ues sustain us. We rilUSt expand that,'middle we've'dq~e ',both. Al)dno,w wecancuUaxes ," 
/" ',class ,arid, shrink the, und~rclass, everiasvl,e: in lit more comprehensive 'Yay. But tax cuts',,~ , " 

, do everything we can to\support the rhillions "~h6uld re~nfor?e ,and pr0l!'0te bur first oolil. > , , " ,"" 

, . " ' " " "of ~mericans 'w.~o are ,already succe~sful, in gation: t(fempower qur,citizens t~rotigh,edui, _.,. 
" . the new economy:" "" , \ ~ '" ' ," cati~n 'and'training to' make t~e most of their., 

" "America is once again the world's strongest' ()~~,lives;,T~~> spQ~lig~(sho~ld' shjn~,Qn;,' :. ',:,{' < ' , 1 ,.,::.' , 

,"" ' ' ,,';:~ ~ . 'eCqm?mic pc>wer: 'almost'6, m~llion n~' jobs" ' , ~'ose wH,o m¥e~:the"nghtcholces for 'th,em..', ' 
, ' 'irithe last 2 years, exports booming; inflation, 'selves, their'families, and tlieir commun~ibes., 

down; 'High-wage jobs are C?mipg' b~ck A ",1 have proposed the, middle elas'sbiH of, 
, record number of Am,erkan entrepr~neurs rights,'which should· properly be ~aIled the. 

are ,l,ivingthe American dream., If wt want .' bill of rights, and ~esponsipilities; be~ause its, 
I,it t() stay_that, way"those whp work:a:ndlift'provisions,only benefit those who are work
our, NatioIl ,mu?t havemor~ of its benefits; ing to educate and raise their children and, " 

, ,~ , i T~~y"too,manyof those people 'are being to educate themselves. It will, ,therefore, giye 
: left' ~ut. ,They're working ,harder for felis. needed taX relief and raise incomes in both 


, They have'Iesssecurity, less ~noome, le~s'cer- 'the snort' run. and the, long f1:1n. in a ,waythar 

'tainty that they can e~en afford '.a, y~cation,' 'oenefits,~ of us:' , , ' .',', \ ' :",' ':.
1 

much lessoollegefor ~~eir'lQds or retir~mePt:,' There,are.f()ur proyisions.First, a tax de~, 
forthemselves: W~ cannot let this co~tinue: 'dtictio~ for all ed1,lcation and training after.' 
If;we don:tad, our econom>:,~ll pt9bably high school. If you think about it,we permjt 

, : keep doing what it's been, doing since ,about' b,u:sin~sses to deduct, their inv~stment, 'we , . 
, 1978, when the income growth began, to go 'permit inruvidualsto deduct interest on ~heii:., 

" to those ,at the very topof()ur eCono~i9 sC'9.If' " home rriortgage~' but today an education is" 
, 'and the people in. the vast ~iddle got very '~enmore .important to the ecimomic w,ell

" little growth,' a~d people who worke~ like 'being of our .wholeoountry than even ~hose , 
, " crazy but were on the bottom-,then,fel\even ,,~ things are. ,We sho,uldd() everything we: can " ' 

further and fux:ther behind in the years :after- ',to encourage it. And I hope you will'support ',," 
ward, no matter how hard they worked. j ,', 'it., Second, we ought to' cut taxes $500 for 

:We've got to have aGov~l1,1ment th~t canf~i;.ilies with children, under 13, Third, we , ' 
" 

,be a real partner in making this Ilew eco:nomy ought to Joster m9re savings and pe,rsonal rt::~ 
," , . \" .~ ". \ :,' ~' , - '. . ' 
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· . sponsibility by permitting p~ple to; ~stablish.. .... The goal, of btiilffirig the'rriiddle class, and 
.. an, individual. reth;ement,accOunt' ¥d'with,.." -shrinkingtpe undeiclass isal~(n.vhy I believe, 

r draw: from. it ,tax free for. the cost' of edll-., .that you should. raise,.the minimum wage. It . 
" cCltion, health care, first~thne:homeBuying. or' rewards work. l\voand a half .million ,Ameri-, ' . 
. the care of aparent;JAnd f~urth, Jeshould;.cails, two and a:halfmiIlion Americans, often' ;' 

· . , pass a GI bill fot America's ~orkers1 We pro:.' Women\Vith ch:ildren,are. working'out ,there ... ' 
pbse to coJlapsenearly 70 F~eral programs,' today for $4.25~ hOl\r. In termso(realbuy

\ : 'apd ,not .give the'm9i1~y to," the.,State* hut, give ,- ing ,po.wer: hy Ile~ y,ear that minimU,m . wage 
, the ,money 'directly to the Am~ric~ pegple, ' Will be at a'40~year low. Thafsno~ my,idea . 

. offer vouchers to them(so that they;"if they're ofhow thenew econotnyoughfto work: .. , .. 
, " laidoff, of if they'r'e,.'Yorking for'a!ve,ry 10w,·.Now,I·ve'stUdied ~e argume,nts 3ild the 
, . wage"can get avoucher wo~h $2,~ayear. ~den~ for .~d agains~a:'ininiin~~wage 
· . for up to 2year~ to go to theldocaljcommu..; mcrea5e. I~~heve the weIghtof the,eVldence. 

n'ity college,s,pi" ,wherever else theYj"want to, is that a mooespncreaSe does not cost joh~'; . 
get the skills they need,to improve tneirlives.· '; and may even lure people hack into the job , 

• Let's empower people in' this way,( move it . market.ButtheII1ost iIl1portant thing is, you_ 
.' from the,Government d~rectIy'to th~ workers' can't IIlake a living .on $1.25 ari hour, espe~ 

· 'ofAmerica.' .,'. ' " ·1 \ , ..,,' chilly. if ,you have, .children, . even with the· 
!,. ; - Now, any'one:of us can call for· i tax 'cut, .. working families tax,cut:we.passen last year~ 

'b~tI won'1 acceptone that explodes :th~ ~efi:" In the past,. the: minimum :'l,Vage . has heena,' ' .. , 
cit or puts our,recO\'eryat risk. ,We ought ' 'hipartisan' 'issue,and 1 ;th~nk.jt should be';, 

· 'to pay. for out 'taxcuts,fuUy,and ~onestly.' ,again. So 'I want-to challenge you to have' " 
. Just' 2 years ago; it was an',open Hljestiori " honest hearings I, on this;, t().get togeth~r, to . 
. whether we w()uld,find the strehgt~ to c1Jt . find a \yay ,to ,make, then1inimumwagea liv-' ". 
,the deficit. Thanks to the courage,ofthe,peo.: dng'Wage., .•,' :". "';',' ",' ','" '/ ';,' 

.. c· pie who',wete here' theri:,.:;many,.o:r whom. ,c~Members'of q=ongress ,~avebee~'he~e l~ss '.'.. 
'-. -, . (::"~idn~t,'retum,we did: cut, the def1cit. "'W¢~an;a·month, ,'out bfthe,en~' ofthe\y~1S:' 

.j·~egaU't9~·what, others s~d ,w'~1l14'Il9t:~~· '. '28:days, ~nto. ,the,ne:W,yearf 'every':M.e~b~r: j' , 

"', done; \\'e.cut' t,h~<lef1cit by'over $600 hilliori,,(jf Congress vVillpaye'earnedas ~tidi'incbn-u' ,'" .' , 
',' , "~bout:~~?~QO? f()reveo/ rain~lX'i?;:tl1i~~'un-,;~e,ss.i~n~;S~\~ a~in~mu~: ~ag¢,:~9fker '. 
..', \ : tty. ': It s'Coiitmg down 3 years in a \ roW' for makes~year 10Ilg: , . . . .' ~,. .... .... 

'.' thefir:st time since. Mr. Truma~ w~Presi- '('. Everybody else here,inclyding the fr~si~ , . 
,." .' ,dent, and I don't think anybody in AmeriCa ,dent, . hll$. som~thing 'else '~at. .·tOo, many'" 

.. ':, wants us to let it,explode agrun~' ""!" '.' \ 'Americans,dowi~ho~t, and that~s;health~. 
. ", In ,the .budget ,I win send you, the' midd!e' • No\y, last yearw~ almost came to blows over' . ,. 
das,s .hill of rights is fuUy p'aid fo~ bYt,budget, ~health care, but wec;tidn't do .ahythhig.Apd 

, cuts In bureaucracy",cuts In prograrps" c,uts' the cold, hard' (act,1S that,smce lasty,ear, 
\.. .', in sp~c~alinterest subs(dies~ Andth~ spend-; '. since lWas here;·ariother ,l.l,inillionAmeri.,. 

'iog c~ts will more'than doublethe~ax cuts; ,'. cans in working families have lost their health: 
. " My. budget PflYS for. the middle class. hill, of c~. And· tlieoold, ~ard faCt is dial. many 

rights withoutanycuts'in Medicar~t And ~ I millions,more~ moSt' ofthein farmers and 
Will'oppose any attempts.to pay for ~ax cuts small business; people- and --seIf':employed, 
With Medicare cuts.' That'snot th¢nght thing' people, have seentlieii'premiums s1<:yrocket, .' 
to do: ,'. ' '. . ' 1'.. their- copay~ and' de,dl;I¢tibles go up. There's 

'..': I know 'that' aJot oryouhave y~uroWn '.' a whole.' burich of people in: thfs country'that ' 
.ideas about, tax relief" andsqme, ofjthem ,I "in' the ; statistics ,haye,health insurance hut 
findquiteintere~tjng. lteally'want to work reallywhat'they've gotis,apff;;::e ofpa~t', 

'With all of'you. My test for our p~po~als will that says they won't lose their home if the.y 
be: Will if(;reate jobs aI1d'raiselncOn1es; Will get sick. . "': ,.,'",. ..i\ ' 

dt strengthen our, Jamilies. and s~PPRI1 our ',NoW,Isijll helieveourcountry has got .' 
. ':. 	 children; is it paidifor: willitbuild theimiddle'" to. move. toward 'providing health security for 


c1ass~I1dshrin_k, theunderclass? If it does,' every'American family. :But I knowth~t last ' 

r'll supportft. Bu(ifit doesn't, t wo~'t) , year, '3$ the evi4eri~indicates, we 'bit'o£,!,: 
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more'than ~~coHlach~~, S?Tm~kingy~U., 'de'p~n~s: upon our:co~tinued w~rld le~d~r-' 
that 'we work together;.~t s do It ,step~~y " ship for peace aud freedom and'democracy. ' 

. step"'u:t'sdowhate~er:wehav~ to d.oto.~Ft. ,We still~an't be~strong a!,home tinlesswe're ' 
, somethmg done. Let sat least p~s meamng.:. strongabrc;md." " ,'", 
ful' insurance 'reform ~o that no American The, financial 'crisis in ,Mexico is a caSe in 

,ris!<s losingcb~erage f~r Jaci?g skY.rocketi~g,', pOirit.·, I.know it's not popular to 'say l.t ftin,ight; , 
pnces,. that, nobOdy loses ,their coverage ,be- ',but we have to act, not for the MeXIcan peo
cause they face high prices or unavailable ih~ pIe but fot the sake of the millions of Ameri
surance, when they ch~ljgejobs or los~ a j9b' , ,t;ans whoselivelihOod~ are tied to ,Me,Xico's ' 
~ra fami~y !I1ember gets sic~. :.. ' ." . ',>, ' I, ~ell-:being.lfwew~n~ to secure AI11eri~an 
. I want to work together with, all of you Jobs, presen:e' Amencan, exports, ,safeguard 

, , who haveari .interest iri! this, with'the Dem~~ '.' Americ;a's h9rders, then we must pass the sta
" 

" 'crats who worked on ~t l~t time, 'with t~e ,bili:zation:programan~ help to putM¢xicp' 

,R~publican leaderslik~ Senator Dole, vilno back 9n track. '. ' . ': .' ',: '.. . 


, has a longtime corrimitm~ntto' health care Now Jetme',repeat: It's not a loan; it's not 

, reform a~dmade some co~structivepro~~ . foreigri aid; it.'s not II biiilout.We will be given 

" akin ~his area last year. We ought'to m~e a guarantee l~ke cosigriing a note, With good " 

'" sur:~ tHat self.:employed people,iIi small busi.:.c6l1aterl;l1 that will coverour risks.Thislegis


nesses ,can buy insurimce at more affordab~e . lation is the, right thing.for America~ That's . 
'rates through voluntiuyiPurch~ing pools; We . why the bipartisan: lead~rship h1:is supported . 
ought to help familiesproVid€1loQg-term cate .. i~. ~nd I: hope. you in; Congress will passjt 
for a'sickpaterit or a d~sab~edcqild. We c~' quickiy.;n ,is iIi'out'interest" and we can ex;-' 
work t?' help workers ~~olose their jobs ~t, plain i~'~o the Americiln . people ,because' 
l~ast keep their health ipsurance c6ve~ge for;· vile~re'going tO,do it in the right way. ,~. " 

,'; a, year \Vhile'!hey, 10c;>k'for work. .A~d we c~ ,'. roti. kn~w, toriight'ithis isth~, fi,rSt S.tate;·', 
" find.a wlly~lt.may:tak;es.OIp~ :tlIne~, but. 'Ye ofth~ .umon:t\ddr:e,ss:ev~r:delivered su~ce", ;.,', 

",i'" .'i.,~ .can'fi~d a \Vay~to 'rililkesu.re"that'9ur .chi}- .'. ~ebeginn~ng., o~'t~e '~l~' ,~~r:}Yhen;n~t:a.:" 
, .: '::'dr~nhave health.care, .. :,;:;,· .:' .. ,j,'!. . :,: I,:smg~e ',RllSSl;m}{lllSS~le,lswmtedat, t~e th,il-:, 

't,' ',<"Yoldrnow,J{:th,in~ eY:erybodyiIi this,room; .,'dren of Am~rica~ :Andalong,;Wiih:the. Rus-; . 
, '.,;',' Withoilfregard to pmy, ccan;be,'proud of-the' ' sians;we're on oilrwayto:desfroying the mi~~.: 


; , ". ':, :. :,cad that our cOuntry'w~ ratea,as~aving'.'tije"silfs ~dthe"b6mbe.~; thaf'carr}':9;OOO:nu-'~, '.! 


" . world's most productive economy for the firstclear'Wa~he~ds.We'veco~e so. far so.fast 

. time in nearly a' decade•. But we can't '~e •in this"post"Cold~war world 'that. it's easy 'to 
-proud of the fact thatwe~re ~e only we~tQY ". take ,ti,te decline" of t~e nuclear, threat for 
country In the world t~at. has asmap~r pe'r- . gr~te(l,But it's s~ll' there', and we aren't fin
cent~g~ ofthe wdrkfor:ce and their childi~n, ished yet:, ' ',', " ".'.," . 
With health insurance today.than'wedid 10 . This,.year I'll ask theSenat~ tp approve,. 
years ago,the lastti~e we were' ~he ,m~st .' START 11 to eliminat~ weapons that carry 
productive economy in tile world. So let's 5,000 more warheads. TheUhiteq States will·.' 

. workfoget~eron t~is: It is too important fbr .i ,lead the charge to eXtend indefinitely the Nu.., 

politiCS as'usual. , ,', :.. ".' .. ,.':! ....cl,ear Non~~rolife;ratio~ Tre~ty. t<? enaCt' a 


, '. . }. Much of what the Amencan people are; comprehenSIVe. nuclear test ban,' ,and to, .' 

"'., thinking about tonight is whatwe:ve alrea~y . eliminate cllemicalweaPons: Tdstop'and roll ., 

.' , talked about~ A lot ,of people' th~nk th,llt the back North Korea's p<>tentially deadly nu': 


, securitY concerns .of America today are: e~... ,clear program,we'll"e<;>ntinue',to iIIlplement 

, 	 firely, ihtern~t to()ur bc?rders. They relate to the agreement w~ hav~ reached with that na~ \ ' " ' 

the"c;erurity ofou1" job~and our home's ~~" tion,]t's,smart. It's,to~gh. It's a deal based ' 
our ineomes:and our children, our streets, 'on continuing inspection With.safegU~rds for, , , . 1,< 

, '..our health/ and protecting ~hos~ borde~. 'our alliesan~ ourselv«:si. ' ". i ,\ c, . •. .', 
. Nowthat the cold war ~as.passed, it'stem~t,., This. year rUsuhmit to Congr~ss<:om~" 
ing to belie..;ethat allthe,~ecudty issues, with prehensive legislationtpstrengtheilour hand - ' . " 

I 

the' possible excep~on [of trade" reside, ~efe 'in ,combatingf~rrorists. whether they .strik~ , 
at home., But. it's. not~o.. Our. security still . ·at 'home or abroad. As the Cowards who ' 
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, ,~mbed th~W?rld Trade Ce~te~ fp~nd,out, ,:giving f ..eedo~· and democracy back t~ th~ , 
, thIs! country WllIhunt,dowIl. terron~ts"and., p~op~eofHaIti. We have proudly supported, . I ! , 

bririg~themtojustice. c, <, ,j ,; .. ', 'peaceand prosperiljand, freedom from; 
, ,"Jusuhis week,another horrendp~s terror- ,South Africa ,;to'Northern Ireland, from 
, jst a:ctin Isra~l killed l,9ap.d' injured scores, , Central and' Eastern Europe to Asia, .frQm .' .i. 

, more. On ~'ehalfoftbe American~ple and,' Latin America to the Midclle"E~t: A1I. th~s,e 
'aHof you, I send; our deepest',syItipathyto , ,endeavors aregoodJn those places, but , they " 

':', the families of the lvictims. lJn~{v that in, m~e ourTutureinore confident and more, 
'the face of,such'eVi,l;it is hard 'for the,people secure. 

"inthe'MiddleiEast to go f~n.vardj But.the ' Well,' my fellow Americans, thafs my 
terrorists repres~ilt. the past'''Ilot t~e future. agenda' for America's future: expanding op- ," ' " ' 

, We must and :we Will pursue' a cofuprehen- . ,portunity; notb~reaucracy;:eilhancing secu- '". 

"sive peace between Israel and all h~f' neigh..:, rity at home aild abroad; , empowerin,g ,our 
" ',' , bors in the Middle East. " , l "people to make the most of their own lives... , 

, Accordingly, last night I Signed in Execu- ' Jfs ambitiqus and a,chievable, but' ifs not 
th'e' order that will block the I1SS~tS, in the . enough. We ev~n 'n~d more than new ideas 

. Vriited State~ of teri:ons~ organiza~i(ms ~hat ' "for~~anging th~~orld or~quippingAmeri
,. 

. , 
.. threuten todlsr~pt the peaceproce~s. It pro~':, cans tocompete In. the Ileweconomy?;more . 

I 
, 

hibits "financial' transactions ,with these than a Government that's smaller, smarter;. 
, groups.' And tonight I call, on'a119ur: allie~andwiser, morbthanal(ofthe~hanges: w~, 
:,andpeace-Ioving~ations' throug~out, the, c~,'makein'G9vemment apd in thepri~te, 
world tojoifl' us 'with, renewed fervor in \a . sector from the oiltsi<le~Il.. \ ".. ."" 

.. ,globaleffort to combatterrorisrp.\\::e cannot '.' :OurJoitunes:lnd our posterity aIsoide~ . 
. " . permit the future. to be' marred by terror .and pend" upon our ability to answer some ques-' " 

fear,;and paralysis., "... , , . '.' ' ~ . " , • 'tionsJrom witli~n, from the, values and voices ',., . 

,i • ~ .' .,'. :(Fro~,th'e';day.I· ,tOok. the 'oath'9f offic,e;' ,·tl1at:sp~~;t()\o~rheart~'as \veIl ~our heads;, ::"":".',;:,:., 


.'l;:pledge,c:l"thl!tou~· Nati<>,n wOLiI~.[maint~n:· ';vqicesthl~.r telhu'swe'; ha"e, to'<lo, more,tp', " , 

,;~::~~ry~ 'l?e~~:.~9ui~pe~~bestttaln~d, and.ipest pre~: ,,~~~t.:tespo~s~bility~o~ .~~rs,~l~esand~ out:,

:\ ," , 
.. ,:", .... ,"" ......,' '. : :,pared:gllhta,ryi,on. Earth~, \yehave,and they., 'l~~llies'ffQr •.our':90mmUJ;llties;',and.'y'es; fo~, 

;, ',',are. ' ,They have' " managed ,the .Idramatic.,· our fellow: citi,zens.:We.seeollrfamilies and 
.'::~g?\vnSi~irig;'O(\:611r'forces, af~e.r . the fol,d ,war: "o,ur,colnihunifies au'over this'e6~ntry~cOin~n~. 

'. \Vlth rem~rkable sklll:and spmt. But: to make '. apart, andwefeelthe,common grQund shift.; 
:sure our military is ready for ac~iop and to'ingfrom'underus.The PTA,fu.e ~own:hall 

. provide "t~e .payand ,the quality of life t~e',. meeting" the baIl park,Jrs hard for a lot of, , . 
'military a,ndtheir families deserve, I'm asking ',overworkftd' parents, to.· find, ·the .time and' '" 
the Congress to add $25 billion 'inl ~ef€mse " space for' those things that strengthen' th~ ' . 

. spendingo\·erthenext 6 years:' , '.1 " .' ," ,'. bo~ds of t,rust .:andcooperation. Too many 
'1 h,a\'e, \isited many bases at heme ap.d. of pur children:don't even have par~nts and 
aroulld tile world since·l became P~esident.gran<Jparents who ' can give. them those expe-' 

, Tonightl repeat that request~th ;rene~ed riencesthat they m::ed to-'b~ild their" 0\\111 .' 
'corivictiort We ask a, very greatder ,of 'o~r "character and their sense of identitY: '..' 

" Armed Forces. NoV\f that they are smaller Ill·. .' We ,all know I what while we here in this 
\ilumber. ~ve ask more of them. Th¢y go,out' C~~~ber.can make a, difference on th,ose 
,more often to more different placeslandstaf th~ings, ~at the real ,differences will be made.' 

" , ~' :,.." 

. 
"\ 

\ 	
longer. Th~y are called 'to service. ~n many, '. by' our fellow citizens, where they work arid . ' . ' 

'. 	 :many \vays. Arid we.must give them a.nd their whet;e. they live.· arid' th'at it will be .made a1
families, \~hat:,~he times'·demand~bd.·what' ··most·Wi~hout reg~to ·pa~.~hen Iuse'd' 

the)" have earned: ". ..'. . t,.. .' ' ... to 'go to, the softhall park ~nL~lttle Rock to 


,I Jusfthink abqut what our troops h~vedOrie:.watc~ Ipy daughte(s l~ague~" and people' 
:.iil the last year,' sho\ving America atlits . best, , . would. come. up' to. me,' fathers and . mothers, ' 

.,.; . ,helping . to save '.hundreds of thoti~ands' orand talk to' me, i can, honestly say I had no 
people in R\Vanda~, 'moying ·with l,ightning ,idea .w,hethe,r90·,pe,rcent of them were ,Re~' . 
spe~d to head of( unother threattolKuwait;. ,publicans or D~mocrats.,When, I visited the· 

, '\ .' '.,'

! 
" . 

..'. I" 
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. I .,.J" ',' '.', . ,L .. " ,," '. .' " " '. :I: 
relief cent~ts after, the floods iIi ,Ca1if?rnia~ , corrie from theinside()ut and bur religious 

,northern California, last, week,awpman ,le~ders and their,congregations CaJ~ make all , 
',cal!leup to me and did something that very,' the.diffe·tenc~, they,havea,role in the N~w, . 
fe~ of you ~ould .do.. She hugged m~ "and J C,ovenant as well, " ' '. . " . , ' . ( 
said; "Mr. President, I'm a Republican, but" ' There, n~ust be more responsibility for all ), 
rmgladyou'rehere~"[Laughter] . '. !:... '.of.our 'citizens. You'know,it takes. a)ot of 
. Now, ,,~hy? We carl't wait for disast~rs.to 'people, to h~lp alr the' kids in tr,ouble stay, 
ac~ the' way w~ used to. act every day, becalJs~off the streets and in school. It, takes alat 
as wernm'e into this nextcentury,evetXbody,of pes>ple to build the Habitaffor Humanity' 

"matters. \Ve don:t have ap~rs~n to w~te: ho,u~es,tha~: the Speaker celebrates on ,his: 
And a lot of people are losing a I,ofof ch~nces lapel pin. It tak~s a lot of people to provi~e 
to do better: 'That means thatwe need, a: New' , the' people po\yer fo~ all of the civic organiza-', 

. Covenant for everybody. , "" " tions in this country. that ml:J.de our ~lpmu-
For our: corporate ,and business ~eade~, ~ities mean so :much t9 most of us \vhen 're 

. we're going to work here to keep l~ri~ging ''-Yere k~ds~ It takes' everyparel,lt:to 'teach the 
. ,the deficifdown, to expand markets, to sup-~hildren the difference between . right and ' 

port' their suCcess in 'every possiblewa·;" ~ut.. ,wrong and to enCourage them to learn and' 
they have an obligation, when they're dOipg grow 'a:rid to say no to th~ wrongihirigs but' " " 

,I' well ~o keep jobs in our communities and", also to believe that they can bewl~atever they", ' 
,gi\:e theii·~orke~s afair share of the pro~per~ want to'be. ' , '" ' , '. '. " ' 
itythey generate: ' , .' ;,' Lknow it's h::ud when you'rt:r ~orking hard- ,/ j' 

. '/' " For p«;loplein the 'ent~rtainment ind,ustry " .e~, for less, when', YOlfre under great stress 
. in this country, we applaud your crea~ivity '.' to do these things. AJ9t orour people dOri't 

, , and your worldWide st'!ccess, <;lndw,e.supprirt have the time or the ,emotional stress,'.they 
".', ' your freedom of expressi~n.. But you dOihave ,"think, to do t~e wOI;k ()f Citizenship. ' '. : " 

,f " 
:; ,,' a responsibility~ to assess, th,e impact oflYOl~ri ''',' ,: Most·.of us' in, politics haven't helped \'ery . t.,' 

, :,', :;,.' ,,'. ,"~ork<a:nd tcvunderstand,.the. damag~ i that ,'inuch.: .For: years;; 'Ye:ve,ipostly~teated. citi-: ::. 
',:, " • 'i.;, ,"comes from the 'incessant", repetitive,: )ilind..,,: ;zeris.}ike' they~vVe're iconsumers, or: ~pect~tors, ,l • 

.I '" :,lessviolence.and Irresporisible ponductf that .',so,rt "of political,'c6uchpotatoes.'~ho 'were,' ' 
':,':,'l.: p€:imeate's' our··media' alh~e' time,: ',' ", ',T: :. ';"':,'supposedl6 ,watchthe TVads ,~ither promise 
. ',. , YV~'ve'gof.to ask ourcommtitlity leaders' them something for, nothing' or play on theil", •••1. ~ • 

, 	 ~nd all kinds of organizations to, help us! stop' fe'ars ~nd frustrations. Apd n~or~ and more . ;, 

our :mostserious social proble,m, ,the; epi-, ofour citizens now get most of their inforIila
, " deIi1ic,of teenp~~gnanciesand births ~here tioriin very nrgati:ea:nd:aggre~~ive ~ays that 

there Isnq marnage. I have sent to G()ngress are hardly conducl'YC:; to honest an,d open <;on
~ phm ~o target schools allover lhisoo¥,ntry versations~But the_t~th is, wehm;e go~· to 
wit!t,antipregnancy programs that work~,Buts,top seeing 'each other as enemiesJust be-

r 'Government can only do so much. To~ightcause:wehave diffei~ntviews~ , " " " , 
I call on parents, and ,leaders all across, this . If 'you gobac~ to the beginning of thi.s 
country to join, together in~, national fam-, 'cOimby, the great strength or America, as de 
paign against teen pregnancy to make ~ dif-' Tocqueville' pointed out when he came here 

, ference, We caq do this; ~nd we m~st. . I a long time ago, hafalw~ys 'been ourabilif:)' , , 

) . . And I wo~ld ·like to say a speCial wo~d to, 'to associate With people who \Vere ,different, 


. our religiOUS leaders. You know" I'm proud from ourselves and 'to work together to find '. 

\ '., ", of the fact the United States has more hqus~s common ground. And, in this day, everybody' 


"'C!fworshippercapitathananycoulltryi~the . has a resporisibilityto do more, ofthat We IJ" 
world. The~e peoplewho.lead our houses of ',simply canilot .want fora tornado, a fire, or !" 

worship' can ignite their , Congregations 'to, ' a' flood to' behave. like.' Americans ought, to . 
carry their faith into, action; can reach; out .behave in dealing with one another., , f 

to all ()f our children, to all of the pe'ople' r wapt to finish' up,'here by pointing out 
, in distress, to those who 'have, been savaged ',·some folkS-that are, up w;ith the First. Lady, 

by the breakdoWn Qfall we ,hold dear.: Be-, 'thatrepI;esent what I'm trying to talk about
cause so much of what must be done must citizens. I have no idea ,what their party affili- 

, ! .'. 	 , . \. 
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'. ' " ,:', " '.\ : i' ,:' \ . 
.;' . ation is onvhothey voted fo~ in the last el~c;. thern~ The ~econd thing] ~ant to say is that

f
.' \ .tbiO!1d·~ut they represent ~hatjwe Qught to onCe R,eve~end Cherry was at a rrie~ting at' . 
.', e Olng.,"'·' '., ". "I ; ,', ' ,theWhite liouse with some,pthet.religious". 

Cindy, Perry teaches 'secon~ graders to leaders, arid he left early to' go back to' this ,.' 
. read in':AmeriCorps~in rural Kfntucky, She. ch.urch.t() huniste~ ,to 150 couples that .he 
gains when she gives, She>s a mother of four, had brought back to' hi~ chm:ch from all over 
She says that her senice inspir~d her to get' Americato;oonvince th~m/to come back to:' 

'. her high school eqUivalency last year. ,She gether, t~ save their marriages, and to'raise ' . 
, was niarri~d when she was a te~~ager--stand . their kids. 'This, is the kind of work that citi- , 

up,\Cindy. Shewasmairied..wren s~~ was 'zens are'd~ingiI1:AmeriC~, W~needmoni',' 
a tee~ager. ,She had four chlldren.Bl!t' she of it~ andi~ ought to be liftedup a~dsup.,; , 
.hh?t lImhe tf .se~e tther.p10dpl~, ,to g~t hetr, ported, ',', , . . . ',' 

.1g S9 00 eqUlva ency, an, sue ,s go1Og 0 . The last nPrsonHvarit to introduce is Jack" 
use,' her AmeriCo"rp''.s, money to g6, bac~tocol- . r:-: ' . \' , " I ' . ..' , , '. I" ~ucas fro~ Hattiesburg;, Mississippi: J ,!ck,; 

'. ~g~hief -Stephen 'Bisho~ ,is fhe Ipolice chief : would you s~and, up? Fift)'yearsago,5ri •the , " 
ofKansas City. He's been a,riationalleader-··,sanqs' oflwo Jima; Jac~ LucaStaJ?ght ~d ' . r 
stand up, Ste\;e~He;s been an~tional leader '. lelU'Ile~the'lessoQs of citizenship,. On' F~b- , 

". in using ,more<police incommmiitypolicing, ' rua1)'20th, 1945" ~e'lnd three of hIS btiddi,es 
and he'sworked'.with AmeriCofps' to'do it. •... epcotl-iifeted,the enemy and tw'ogrenades at ." . 

. , .. ' And thecriim~rate in J(ansas Gity h~ gone' theif'fe~t.Jack Lu~as threw,himselfonboth· 
" ,. 

'.dowp as are~ultofw.hat. hedid.!. ,;;,,': ofthe'fn.' In :that moment, ,he sav,ed theJives 
. Corporal Gregory' Depestre. ~ent to Haiti ' of his CompaniOns. -and miracuiouSlY.in the, ' 

" , 'as part of hiS,ad?ptea country~s ~orce to help : next insbint.;aO'ledicsaved hislife, Hegait;'ed . 
.. secur,e democmcy)n his.n,,+ti\'elland,And I,a f09tholdfor/free,doql,:and'atfheage! of 

. , ... .' "'" ;'", ,might-add,we :inust,be' ~heonly,countl)'in';:,: 17. just:a year older than, his grandsoll;.who " 
" ,:>t~e< wb.~ld"th51t:~coukLh~regoneto,~H3iti~an~ ..• ·isup therewithhin,l,today~~~hisson~who ,j;,. ;."

.' 
:,;,;: taken',: Haitial),-Ameri?ans .there I'who could,' ,dsa' West:l~?int ;,graduat~, aIlda:vety~an~at. 
" 'speak the,Janguag~; ~and;~alk:;.tol;the people: . l:7~'Jack 'Lu~as;became th~ yol1JlgestMaripe.·, . 

. And he:,;was;, one of thein. and 'we're,' proud" .... in'"hi~tol)' :and·the yOungesfsOldier" in 'this" .. 
:"",jI,cJ'l',,'.;ofhirill:·'.;"', . ';;\"/;\"':"1:+";': ;:';~;:0~:«·d~ritilry:'t6Win':the,Cohgr~ssio.naIM{xlal '6f"'" 

,.The next tWo folks rYe haqtpehonor'ofH~nor,All tl)eseyears later. yesterday. here~s 
. , meeting and getting to ,know a little 'bit, 'the what, hesaid: about that day: '~It didn't matter ~, 

.Rev~rend John an,a .the~e\'et~?d Diana where,rou ~ere from or\vhOyou were,you: ., 
C~erry of: the A~E ~Ion Churc~ mTemple, relied 01) Olle another.. You did it for your 

. HI~ls, Maryland. I.d hke to askth~,n to stand: 'country,",', ." , . , , .".'. 
" '" , I ,wa~t to tell you abo~t.them.. fn t~e ,early;' .We all gain, when we, giv,e,' and 'we reap " 


eighties, ,they left Govern,ment ,seMce: an4 ' what we sow. That's at the heart of this Ne\v 

~ormed a chu,rc~ in a, sma~], '!vip?' room in" Covenant. Responsibility, opportunity, and ' 

, .~ 


a smaiL house, ·10 th~ earh eIgHties. Today 'tize h' .. tha' tal h t ' . h 'h' h' h 1~ 000; . b I 'I' .' . CI ns Ip, more p sec ap ers 10 some 
t atc ure. '. as, I, mem ers.,. t IS one. . t'" , 'b' k t'h '.' till th 'rtu' b' . , " ..' " • " . II . " '.... ' '. remo e CIVIC' 00 ey re s e VI· e y " 
of .the, three or ,four biggest. chur;ches ~n the ". ',. r. ., .' ' .... '_ 
, . t' :' U 't d' St t " :It ' b' 2"00 ' which we qlnIUIftIl ourselves, and reach mJr . 

,. .: en Ire me 3: es. ,growsi.
'1 

Y ~" God' ,.tia!'" d'b"'!'k' th·, ." d .
. month, They do it together. Andlthespecial' .' . -gtvenp:>ten an e. Ie .~m ,.an .. ' 

" 'fo'eus .of their minishv. is I keepirig\families to- '. also to fu~filI theetemal promIse ofthlscoun~ " 
. geth~L' ,'.' '. . .. ' .. ' .. ' , .:. r.'," '. .' 'try,the end~ring' dream: ft?m that ftrst~nd 

.• ' Two thm~s.theydl~makea bl~llmpresslOn'. ~ost.sacred ~ve~an~~~,be~eve every pe~son . 
. , . on me. I \lslted' theIr church, once, and, I .. ' 10 thIS country still beheves that we are ,cre-· . 
. .' learned they were bUilding' a'l1e\~ sanctu~lIy .. ate'~ eq~~ a~d give~ by our c.reatorthe. right" .', . 

'"closer to the \Vashingt0!l, DC, lin;e in ~ high:- . to .~if~. hbertycand the. pursUl~ ~fhapp1Oess. , 
er crim~, highe~drug rate areabfc~use ~hey', ThIS IS av~rr,.v~l)'great c~untl)'. And our' 
tllOught it was part of th~ir fini~try to, best .days are still to come,' .' . 

:' ' 'change the Ih'es of the people who needed " 'Thank you; and God bless you all. 
, , ~'. . '. 1 ", ~ !'.\ )' .'" '..,1' ,'. :.' ;, 

i 
. 1\ . ""'.' 

I·" / 

! 
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~OTE:The President spoke at 9;14 p.m. 

House Chamber of the Capitol. ", ' 
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\, ! ' 
", STATE OF ,THE UNION ADDRESS:' 

, BY THE PRESIDENT ' 
J 	 'I 

J 	 , I 

I',' 
, 

' , " 
, 

,
'The ,House of Representative~' 

! ' 
, 1, i 

l' 
, i 
,9 :,15 P~M. EST 	 : 

i, 
I , 

,THEPR'ESIDENT : ThanK ,;youver:ymuch. Mr ~ :Speaker, Mr.

President, members of :the 103:td 'Con'gress,my fellow Alnericans: 


, ',' " ", ,: '." ': ',,' , ", : I' ;" ',' " ' " ",' ,: '" 
\ " " I'm not at' all sure,wllat',speech is' in th,e Tel~l'r:ompt~r'" 

'tonight --,' (laughter) ,--:- ~ut ,I hope, we can·talk 'apqut, the stat~ 'of , / 
, ,the :Un10n.. . . ", " 	 ,.' " 

1 

I a~k you to begiri: bY!r:ecalling the memory of, the' cjiant', 
I who presided oyer this Chamber ..wit~ such force and :g~,ace.Tip .. 
, ,O'Neill like, to c,all himself "a :mal1 of the !I0us~, ft' And" he' sur~ly was', 

,that. But"eyep more",he w~~ ,a man: 'of the people,' a brlcklayer'(~ 'son '" 
w~ci', help~d to,pui:ldthegreatAnler'~¢,all.middle;class: : Tip,OINeil~ ,:,: '. , " .,' .t 


, . \ ." ." \" \" ""! ',: .' ' ~ ,l • ' "'.."",, • 


nev.er, forgot who he was, whe:re hecamef·;rom, or who senthlm .here .' 

Torlight he'l s smiling 'down 'on us':f:ot"the 'fIr-s't'time:frbfu',"tlie' . Lord's. 

Gallei:'Y~ ., But' in',hislionot / niay~~j too, always' reDie~bE;!r,'wlio:we: ,ar.e/ 
 ,.:." 

".where w~' dome 'from, ,and who sEmt,jis, h~re";",,,(Applause.,L" ' .. 
• • '. '. ' "",> ' ',' '~" ' •. '. ',' I ' ". :'" , . e , " "", • .", • 	 '," 

" ' 	 , :. ' '. t ' ,',~ • ' ' 'i " , , ... , ' ,I ' •• ,. 	 .. 
, ,,' '", ,If w,e do, that we,wllliretur:n over, and ov.e~ agaln to the 

pripciple, that if. we ~iinply give ordinary 'people equal opportun~ty, 
, qua:lity,education, ,and ,af~ir',.,shot: at the ·,AmericanDream,t:.hey will 
'doextr,aord.i,narythings.'" "'",,' " . ' ,',',', '",," " 

" ' : 	 " 

~ 	 , 

,,'. " 'We cJ?ther tonight ,'inaw~:;-ldof,,'chan'gesso pr~iou~dan~, . 'i 


rapid 'thata'l,l' nations ,are: tested. I ,our', Ainerica;nheritag7."has, always 

been,'to maste:r such change" to use; 1tto expand, opportunlty at })ome , 

andciur lea~ership ,abroad. But, for too long, and :in' too many ways', 

that ~eritage was abandoped,,' and out-country drifted.,' ' 

, ,'."" , 'I,"" . . ',.' '\ I, , 

For 30, years', family ,life in America has, been 'breaking, ' 

down. For : 20 years,' the wages oikorking people have been stagnaI)t' 

o~ 'declining. "Fo;r the, 12' years, of: trickle~down 'ec'onomics, we, built\ a 

falseprospe:rftyc)n'a 'hollow base ~s ,our 'national debt IDladruple<!.'" ' 

:From 1989,to, 1992, we experienced the slowest. growth' ln' a half' 


, 	century.', For to()'manyfamilie~,., ~ren ,when both parents were 'working,,' , 

the ,Amerlcan Dream ,has ,been SllpP1llg,' away., ' ',', ': ',! 


, , , , ,w' • 

-\ '1' 


',In 1992, ,the' American' peopl'edemanded that we change ... A" 

year' ago I· as;ked' all o~: you to 'joi'n :me in: 'acc~pting' re~pon,sibility }

. ,for :thefutur~ of' our country'. We;ll, we did. W~ 'replaced drif't:, and, 

,deadlock with renewal :and reform. i And ,I want to thank ,every 'one of' , 


y,c;)U:' here wllo'heard the,AIDerican 'p~ople ,', who broke gr'idiock, who gave 

them the most successful teamwork "between ~ Preside~t'anda.Congress 


,I 

','" 

, 
, ' 



! . 

. i 

, ... > " 
, , ,in '30:y~ars. ,(Applause'. ) 

I 
• 	 '. , .., , " I h" 	_ " 4 ' , ' '., • " '-:- _ '.. •• 

. .' , Thl.S· .congress proquced l a budget. that cut the defl.c.ltby . 
.'half a,'trillion dollars,' gut ),;p'endirg and raised in9,~metaxes on only 

the ,wealthiest ~ericans •. (Applause.) This ,Congress produced . tax' 

re'lief for millions of ,low income' Wbrkersto reward wbrkover 


. • . - I 	 " .,. . " • _ • . '\ 

welfare~: ' It pro~uced NAF.TA. It p:r;-pduced the Br,ady; billl, now the " 

Brady ,law. And thank you'; Jim, Brady, for' beihg here,' and, God bless 

yoti; ,sir . {Appl'ause. ) , . 'i," , , . 


,'This cong~ess produc,ed tax cuts to r~duce the taxes of! " 

nine out of 10 small businesses who use>the'money to 'invest more and' 

create jobs" ' , " ': 'I ," '>, ' 


.' , . '; j' '. 	 '. 

,It .pr'oduced .more ,.research and treatment' for AI.DS, ,more , , 
childhood '. immunizations,'more suppqrt for :tr!omeh's, J;1ealth research, > 
mo;r:e affordable college, loa.ns ,for :'t;.he: middle:class;, c;i newnationai' 
'service program for "those who warit, ito give sometping 'back to their' 

c::ountry a~dt~eil; Icomml;lnitie~fo~·ltighereducatiqn;'~ dramatic , , 

l.ncrease, l.n hl.gh.....tech l.nves~ments to move us' from a,defense' to ,a 


, 	 domestic high...;tech economy. This <1:ongress produced a new law,' tl+e 
Motor voter 'bill, to help'niilliorts,of peopleregi'ster/tovote. It 
produced Family and Medical 'Leave. i' . , ' 

., -	 .' . " , , 
, , ' 

'. '. 'i,., ", ".. f , , 

All passed. All signed into ,law with not one single " 

veto~ (Applause~),,'These. accomplishments were allcolriInitmemts I'made' 

when I sought ,this office. And, in: fairness; 'they ,all'.:hap, to be 

pass~d by yquiri tl+is Congress. B?t I,ampers:uaded that;,the :r;-eal .. 


• • j '- ' 

, , cr:edl.t 'belo:pgs to '.the. people who; sent us ,pere ,whoPilY. our, J;alaries.,. ' . '~, 

... 	 who 'hold' our, feet, to ,the; fire,. , .. ,,1 :.' " ",:,> "'~:" ' '" "', 
:'" 	" 

• "-:.'." ~ .• : ,"' ',' " :;' '. : )~' ,'~."~::~'" ~::_ ," ", _ '/", "1' .. 1 • . ' ,., ~ c"'" ;. , .~ ~ 


',., '.' '" /', ~utcwhat;lNe:'d~ /h.ereisr,~al~ly beg4:nl1i'ng to :change lives.", 

Let, me ',just giVe you,'bhe'e*amp:le.,,:':I,'w,illnever,f,orge:t:,what the', 


"~~~J!~~'!l:~~Il~~~i~~~t:~:a~I~:W1I6~:~~;·,tq"j!lpt" on~ ... ~,~,:th~J.;" ~;~~~ ¢~l:"'l.Y,~:m~1 

. 	 ':' 

/ 	 • • ., , • . . I .•i ". . C .", . : J '. '. " ' 

, 	 It' was un,usualto see; a faml.ly there> tourl:ngearly 
Sunday morning,' but he had ,his wif'e and his' three' children there " one 

" " of 'them in, a wheelchair. I, came u~, a;nd' aft~r we ~ad ,our picture 
taken and had a little' visit, I was,walking \off~nd that man g;r:a.bbed 
,me by ',the arm'arid he said,' "Mr. ,President, l,et,me tell 'you something. 
'My'li~tl~girl here is

l 

desperately j,~l: ,She's probably not 'going to 
j make it. 'But because ~'of' thE;!' Family 'Leav~ law, I. was able.to take " 

'time off to spend 'with her' -!...the'most importantti'me' I ever 'spent in' 
my iife-- without 10siilg'mY'joban¢t ,hurting the" rest of 'my family. " 
',It' means more to me 'than, I will ever\ be~ble :tosay~ Don',t you' 

, people'up' here ever think what yoti do doesnit make a difference.' It 
does. ",(Applause. ) . 'I' ,', ' ," " 

\ . " 

, " I , ,. Thou9h we', ,ar~ m,aJcing': a' d;i.fference ~ o,ur: work ~as just , , 
begun.' , Many AIiter1.9anS stl.ll have~',t, f.elt, t~e l.mpact of wh,?lt, we've' " 

" 	done., The recovery still hasn't· f0l,lched,every community 'or created'· 

enough jbbs\, Incomes are still stagnant; there's stiil too much,' .' 

violence',and not 'enougp hope in too 'many places. Abroad" the young': 

democracies we arelstronglysuppprtingstill ,'face very difficult 
 . ~' . 

,times and ,look' to us, for leadership .'And" so tonight, ,let" .us resolve ' 
to"continue the ':journey ofrenewa~; to create more and better jo};>s; , 

'to gUarantee health secu;r:ity for "ftll; to,rewardwork ov~r welfarei' to 

promote democracy' abroad; .and to pegin ,to, reclaim our: streets from ' ' 

violent 'crime and, drugs and' 9~ngs:; to renew our own' American 




'~ommujHty~ (Appl,ause. ) 
.; \ 

.... i' .. , 

., ,.Last yeai:webegan to put our' hous,e in. order by'"tack1ing , 
tlle budget'deficitthat was driving us toward bankruptcy. ' We cut, 


. $255.billion in spending"inc'Iud'irg! en.titlements,', ~nd:,',over.340 . 

,separate budget it~ms.; . > We froze Qo~esticspendingand used hO,nest 

budget numbers ~ , . ' '·1."', ... 

. . . Led 'bY,the Vice·Presidemt,we 'launched' a campa~gn to \ , , 

reinven·t, governmel)t. . We cut staf'f 11 cut perks, even trimmed the fleet· 

of federal limousines. After years' 'of leaders whose rhetoric ~ .,', ' 

attacked. bureaucracy but :whose actipns eXpanded it,' we' wiil actually 

reduce, it by 252', 0'00 people over', the next five, years. ::By the time we 

have finished, .the. federalbureaucra.cY will 'be at its lowest point in 

30 year~. (Applause.) I' 


, ". "Because the deficit wa:s so large and because, they 

,benefitted from', taX' cuts in the, i98Ios"we did (iskthe wealthiest 

. Americans to pay more.' to reduce the deficit., " So on Apiil 15th, the 

'American people, will discover the·truth ,about, what we did 'last ,year 

,on taxes .. Only 'the top 1 -- (CiPpla'use)--'yes, listeh ;....::. the ,'top 1.2 

percent' of' Americans,: ,as! said all along;:, Will pay higher inCOme J:ax ' ,
' 

rates. ,Let me ,repeat --(applause)f --Only the wealthiest 1.2 

percent of Americans will ,faqehigner income tax· rates and no one 

elSe 'will. And that is the truth. :~ ·(Applause.)" ,'.'


I . \ ,. , 
, 1 "\' 

.' ",' '. ' .! . ,.' '. ". f' • 

, , Of' course,' there were,: as, there 'always are in politi'cs, '. " 

. i I.:': paysayers wqo . said . this. plCin W()uld~ 'to .wo~k. ,But< they. were wrong. , . 


. When.I, became ,Presl.dent,'the': expert~ pred1ct,ed that',',:nex:t year',s, ,; 
 .,',' ; " 

, ,defic~t, would 'b~ ,$300 J;>i.~li~n ..~1i't7 qecau~e :we:.acte,d,,;:~,b.()~e::samca;', " 
. ,people" now., ~ay~ the \defl.cl.t l.S gOl.I'~g :tobeupdeI,f;$180 ,b~l:ll.on', -:.;-' '40' 
,p,ercent"'lpwer'.:-~lf~n>:wasprevi6us.fr'~r~d-icted:'~" :~(:ApJ;>.l(nis'e.• )· ,.,,', ':~,::. 

':. l' '\".~ :. ,?:", .~".. : ,::. '. ',' .:' ...... et'J' '. :,~ ',." ,.,>~ I":."~ '.,'j'", '. ':, '. ',," . 

'I '.'~, ' j,.',",~ , .., : .." our,,;'economic pr.qgra.m ij~s,~heip.ed"J:Q;p;r:o.qllce"tq~J9W:~~~:.", ""h, ".'" 

core' inf~ationratea.ndthe lowest :inter'est tate~.::in:20 y9;ars'.' l¢d ".'''':,'1 ... 

because those. interest rates are down~ business' fnvestmeIlt .and ..•. ' .. '., . , .' ." "".. "equl.pment l.S gr.owl.ng at seve!) tl.mes the rate of the prevl.ous ,four, 

years; auto sal.es are way up; 'homeisalesare.at,a'record 'high .., 


'Millions of Americans'have refinan'6ed thEidr homes, 'and our economy 

has' produceQ 1..6 millio.ri private sector j'obS in 1993 .:._, more ',than .. 


, " ' ' .' , I '.' '.' ,were created l.n the prevl.ous four}'ea'rs ;combl.ned., (Applause. t . 

. 'The people who '~upported this~conomic plan should be, 

proud of its,~arly_results. : Proud! , But' everyone in this chamber 

shouJd know and acknowledge' :that:, there' is' more' to .do.' .' . 


. ' I ',' . ~\ ' 

,
'Next .month' r', wili .se~d ;ou, one of'the,t6~ghe~t budge:ts 

, ' 


ever presented to Congress. . It wi~l qut spending in more than "3 00 ",.' 

. , •• . . . .:! , " " • 

" programs, el'l.ml.nate .100 domes;tl.cprograms, and reform. the ways l.n' 
, " 


which governments ,buygqodsaridse+,vices .... This year we must again' 

make the hard c::hoices to livewith~n the hard spending c.e,ilingsl we 
 ,\ ' 

. 'hav~ 'set.'. 'We inust'· do it. ' ·we have; pr'oved' 'we cap, bripg tl'ie deficit . 
. . down without cl?-oking off recoyery t ,I without punishing, seniors of the 

middle class', and 'without putting) our' national secllrity at risk.'·Tt 
you will ~tick with this pl~n" we. ;1'iil post ,three, consecutive years 

,'of declining deficits for' the firs~ time. since'~Harry' Tr1l:man live4 in" 

,the White Ho.use.. And once again, ':the buck stops here. ,(Applause.) 


, .' ..' ,. I: i,' '.,' . 

Our 'e,conomi'c, pian als~ ,boisters·. oll+' 'strength: .and our 

cred,~bility around 'th~ world. ,onc~w~' reduce the deficit ,and :putthe 


I' : .' ' , 

http:millio.ri
http:gr.owl.ng
http:b~l:ll.on
http:federalbureaucra.cY


<.1, ' 
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l' _ 

" , • " • ~ " , 1 • i, ' 'j'. < • I' ,'J :' ' , \.. .' ' '0.' ,~ 

steel .back ~nto·our .. compet~t~veedg~,.the·world:-echoed 'w~th the -sou~d' 


of falling trade ba:rriers~.· In one yeariwi~h NAFTA,with GATT,' with' 

, 'our: effor~s in Asia and the National Export $trategy; we' did more .t.o 

· 'openwdrld .markets 'to American 'products~ than at any time·. in the. last 

two' generations. "!.' " •. , 
. !. 

}' . 
, . , . l ',' " j ..".', ',' 

.".. That means.'more.jobs a:nd rising living standardj; for the 

. American people; . low deficits; low ,inflation; low interest ratesilow . 

· trade barriers, and, high 'investments'.' These ar,e the ):)uiiding blocksi 

of'.our, recovery.. 'But' if ..we wanttc{ take full advantage of'th~.:· 
.opportunities.before us 'in: the' global' .economy ,you .all:know .we,·.mu·st
'do more . . . ..' ,. .': : . ,.' . I' .' '. 

" : 
As we:t-edqce' defense ~pending,'. I .ask Congress to invest· 

• ' • ' " I , " . • • 
\.more ~n the techno.log~es of tomo:r;:rq",. . Defense converE;aon w.~ll 'keep , 

qs strong militarily and create j'01:?s :for "our, people her'~·atho.me. 
• I ')(Applause.) .' .'.. . . .::,' . . " ... " 

, . . . . i '·· 

.• '" • 1 As. w~ prote'bt,.our environment~' we must i~vest.in the 

environmentalt~chnologies' of th~..·~utu~e which' will create jobs. 

This year we will fight for a revitalized' Cleari Water Act"and~ a Safe 


I l;.' 

· Drinking Water Act a~d,a reformed Superfund program . ." An<;l :the Vice. 

President is right --;we must alsotwork with'tq.epriYatesector to 

connect.every. classroom, everycliriic, every library, .every hospital

Jri 'Am,eric~ .into anatiortal {informat?ion .. super highway"by the' ye~r . 

2000~ .' (Applause.) .\., " 

. ,

,'." Ie, , . , 

Think of'it .instant. access to, information will, . , ' ." 
· increase. product'ivity, will help .t6 .educate"our."children. It wilt " \ 

:.:i?rovide:-be~t;erJ:n~aicai ~care. '.' .'It,w4-l:l'.create':~jobS" •. ·~d· Icall:on ·.the·~"", : . ,;,~ 

".con<ires's;b:~ .~as;;· .l;'egisl~tibn to ;es~,abli,sh.t~at ·information super ,',' : ... 
;':hicjhW~y,:this Year~···(Applause.):.; ... } .i'·· ...... :';'" .'">:,,,'; ,,' -.. 
," ",. ',' ,I ;,' . " ,." " {

'; .. " . :',': ·::.:.-.~: ..~< ..~As'..:~e. ·eXp~nd,::oppotturiitY..~nd; .'create,;jo.b$"", :no.-.~~n~ ...,~an ~"be/' '. "" .' ......,_......... ,.c,:~, 
~ left out. ·;··';We· mustcontinueto,enf9rce'fa'±~' ~lending ~nd fair :housing . "/.: 
· arid '.all~iviI rights' laws, . beca\1se; ,America"will never be complete in . " , . 
. its' renewal .until everyone shares in ·its bounty. .(Applau·s'e. )r 

, ',"", .,'. " ". ' '," , 

'..! I • ','•. 

'But we all k!iow, too,' we can do all these·things":";;..put: ' . 
· ou:t: economic 'house in order, expand worldtrade~, target the jobs of 

the future;· gUaranteeequalopportunity~ -- but if.'we're hone,st, .we.' 11 . 

all admit that.,. this strat'egy still i cannot 'work unless we also give... 

our people the education, 'trainingl and skills they. need to ,.seize the 

topportunities of, tpmorrow~' . (Applapse·. >, ~. ~ :' 1 

· .,' • . ' 1 

. We. must· s~t tough, world-class acade;mic:.and occupatiollal 

stanciardsfor all our. childrenandi give our 1::ea'ch~rs and. students the ; 

tools they need to'meet them.. Our, Goals' 2000 propos~l will empower 

individual school dist:'::i6tsto' exp:eriment ·with ideas,.like chartering 


· . their schools to·berun.by'private corporations, orhavirig mor~ . 
lpublic school choice ..:.- to do whatever they wish to do. as long as we' 


· .' measure every' school .by·one high. standard:... , Ar~ our ch.ildz:en learning 

what they need to know to compete :and win 'in ·the· global economy? , .. 

(Applause.) , ., I' ,', ." . 


. " 


.Goals 2000 links wor~d:-class·. standards ·to gt-ass-roo1:.s 

reforms. And I. hope"con9ress wi'l~ pa~s , it. w'ithout delay.',. . ,. 


, '. >'; .' ' , " \ ,!. \ '. .... I" , '." ~" '. _ • : 


. Our School to Work In~t~at~ve w~ll ·for,·the fl.'rst time . 

. ' link' school to the, w'o:r:ld' of: work, ;~rovid~ng atleast.one·· 'yeaz:of 


, , , . 

. '. 
) . 

~. 

http:i~vest.in
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')" < 1 

• / . ,'.'. , , . " I 
~pprentl.ceshJ;p, beyondhl.gh 'school. After'all", most df the people ' 

we~r~ counting ¢n to build our economic 'future won'·t graduate from' 


'college., It's time to stop ignoring-them and start empowering them. 

, " \ ' 

(Applause.) " . ' '., ' .' ' 
1 '. .' .,'. ." ' . - . , .', ; ..' . '. _ ',' ' . \ ( ~. ,", • I. . ~ " • . . 

'We must literall,y, transform our out';'dated 'unemployment 

system into' a new,r:eelilploymentsyst~m. 'The ,old:unemployment,system 

justsQrt,of kept you go.i,ng whileyciu waited for your old, job to 'come 

bacj{.' We'vegot't6 have a new sy~t:emto : move 'peopleinto'new and" ",' 


,be,tter jobs ,becaus~most of those o:ld'jobsjustdon't, -come, back., And', 
we know that tile only wily to have real,jobsecurity in ,the future, t9: 
geta'good job with a growing incom:e, is, to have real; skills and the",:' , ,:., 

ability tdlearn ,new ones. "sowe've,go't to streamline today's " \ 
patchwork of training', programs ,and 'make :them. a l=>ou~ce, of new skills, 
~or our.people who ,lose theix: jObs.[, , .' . " , " " , , " 

. . I . . , ! 
Reemployment,' not unemployment, mlist become, the' 1, , 

cernt47rpiec,e, Of.our ,econo~ic ,renewal;. , I urge you to pass it lin this", ", 

, seSSl.on of:,congress. ' (Applause.)' i 


, ,
I ' 

,~ And j ust',~s we 'must -tl:)ans'f orrtt ' our, "unempioyment system, 
,,so ,must we also revolutionize our~elfa;re system. " Ib<;loesn't 'work., ' 

It,defies' our values, as a nation. IIf we value work, we can't' justify 

a system} that makes welfaremoreatt:ractive than:work if people are: 

worr,ied about losing 'th~irhealth .dare.' (Applause.,) " If we, valu,e 

responsibility, we can't ignore th~'$34 billion'in' child support 

absent parents ought to be paying: to miJli'Ons ,of parents wh'o 'are 

taking caJ;e :of tpeir children.' '(Appl:ause~J,' ,I-f we,val':le ~trong , , 


:',f~,mil~~$i"weCa~':t ,p~z;:pet~~t~ 'a :,sy~'~~m :~ha.t aqtuall,y penalizes those" ,.;,; 

who, stay together. '.' " .,\, ,,1,. ,,', ' : ;., , ", , , " 


" " ',:';' ,'" ,,:,. ' "' .. ',' ,,' " , , ,r,' < :" ':,',:>,.. ' " ," -, '. .,". ;,,:; I ' 

,z L'~,'} , " ..... , __ ,: .can,youbel,i~vethat-:·a, ¢hild'who: has a qhil,d'ge'ts, ,~cire' ,. , ,,:. . 
.- m91}eyfrom the ,gover:qment for le~y.inghome1;.hanfpr staying· home,wH;.h ,',~, .: ,,' " .. 
-:,' ,a"p~rtent"6r:':a","gra~dpare~t?".That\(~';~ri9~'l:1u!:,rt, ;:paq:+po]!icy",/it~!~, ,,~Qhg:~: ::".';", ..,,:~ ,,:.cr.,;' ;",~'t!":"~,,""'r-,\ 
, ,And we ougl)t ,'to change l.t. "(Appla~se.), :,.<,.,," " I " • 

,', , , , " " . ,', J" .', , ,:'. " " 
. ' I' worked on thl.sprobl,emfor years before I became " 

,Preside:Qt, ·withother .governors 'all<;l, with members of congr~ss 'of, both 
, partiesan~ wi";h ~he prev.tous"admi~istration ~f"another party. I;', 
, wo:r:kedon l.t wl.th peopl~ ,who were on welf~re -..,. lots ,'of them., " And I 

want. to' ,say ,something ,to everybody' here who cares' about1;:his 'issue., 
" , The .,peoplewhc:>, mostw?lnt to change lth:is sY$tem are' (the people, who .are ' , , ,': . 
. dependent, on J;t. '. .They, want to 'get,' off welfare. , They' want, to go back 

to'work. Th~y want to do' right by fthei,r kids. " 
, : _, , ',",' , ' , . , • ' . .', I,"," .. ' , ,:' ' , . 

I 'onqe,had, a hea~~ng wl)en I ,was a governor' arid' I brought. 

in people ott' welfare, from ail over: Junerica whoha<;l, found their: way to' 

work~ ,The woman from, my state wlloi'te~tified was 'asked this question: 

What' is' ,the best thing about' )being ,of.fwelfa:r:e arid in· a' , job?, ; , Arid i 

with.o:ut'.blinking an eye, she 100keCi at 40. governors arid she said, 

"Wh~n my boy goes t9 school, and they s,Ciywhat does your m9ther dq for 

a livl.ng,·he can', give an answer. n!'These peoplewant', a better system 


'and' we ought to give it tothem~ , . (Applause.) . ' 
. , . . 

" L~styear we b~gan this. 'We gave : the 'st~tes; more power " 

to innovate because' 'we kno,¥ that, ai, lot of great ideas come from 


'. outside washington" and m,any states, are .already using it. , ,Then \thiSl 

Congress took a dramatic step. ,In'~tead of ,taxing people with ~modest " 


.incomes into.poverty, we, l)elped them to ,work their way out ,ofpover~y ,. 

by: dramatically increa~ingtheearhed iricome tax credit. It: will , 


http:seSSl.on
http:beyondhl.gh


, It; 

, , 

lift 15 million wor~,ingfamili~sout of 'P9verty, rewa~dingw~rk\'over 

w~lfare, making, it possi~le' for people to be successf,ul:workers and 

s:uccess,ful 'parents.No.w that' So reai welfare' reform., : (Applause. ) , 

" .' , ','.' '!' " , ' , . 

0.', ,." • _, . '. " '.- I' .' '.", ' ' 

But there, ~s more ,to b~~ done. 'Thl.s 'spr'l.ngIWl.ll ,send 
:- {you.a compr~hensive welfare ,reform ,bIll that builds' on the Fa:niily 

, ) \' I,'. _, ' _ • \...' ,Support. Act 'of 1988 and restores the basl.c values of, responsl.bl.ll,ty~ 


We'll say to ,teenagers, if you h~ve: a child out of"we~lock, we 'will 

,nolongez:' give you ,a, check"to ,s~t up" a separate household. We want 

,families" t"o' staytogeth,er'. Say to absent parents 'who: aren't paying 

'their child' support" if, you're not providing f.or yourchildr~nf we'll 

,garniSh your wil;ges'/\9\lspend your lipense, track you acrqss state ' 

lines, and if riecessary, ,make ,soine bfyou,work off what,you'owe.,
(Applause.)' .:,' , : ,", ",' 

People wh6'biing'.:ch.t-1d.~en 'into' this world cannot' a~d , .. 
must not walk away from them. B:ut to all thos~ who depend' on " , ;, 
,,!elfare, ~e shoul~offer'. \l~timatelYi a. simple, ~ompact. 'We'll previde 
the sUPPort" the, Job tral.nl.ng, the '~hl.ld care you,neegfor up" to two 

'years. ,But ~~ter that,', anyone who can work, mu~t -- in the private 

sector I wherever possible; ~n community, ser,(,ices, :if necessary•. 

That',s the only way we'll eyer' make' welfare what it ',ou.ghtt,obe. -- a 

second chanc::::'e, not away of life. "l(Applause.) ", " 


, I' r \ I " '\ , ' 

""Ik~o~' it ~illbe'd:Lfflcult to' tack'le,welfare"reform ini 

1994, at 'the same ,time, we tackle' health care: But let' mepqint out,' I, 

t~in~ ~t is,inevitableapd imperatire.. It.'i~esti~ated th,at one, 

ml.lll.on' people 'are on ,welfare toqaYi,because; l.t's :the ,only way they 


,,~, 'can get", healt.h, care coverage for A:h~'ir 'children. ..Those ,who ,choose ,to'," ,,,, 
, 'leave' ,welfarefor::jobs 'withoiIt hea1;t):l ,b:en~fit~,)-~ ',cilld, )llany Jm,try,:,.~joPs.;" ,.,' , 
, , doh' t, have health benefits, --- , f irid "themselves i'n the, incr,edible..', ' ' , " '".-' 

positfon, o~ payi,ng'taxes j:.hat' help :,to::·pay',~for:;Jlealth'.':c,are,· qover~ge:" , ' "" " ',' 

, fo.r ,those who'made the other cho.icei, to stay on"welfare'.'; ,No, wonder" '. '" "",", 

'p'eopl:e" ',cleave; ::work' 'andvJgo,back,to'YW,eil::fa~ec.,:,t,o", get;",hea,ltA:,.Pa,~~ ,:,cove;;~gi~":: " 

, 'We' have got to.) solve '1;:.he health' care: pr()blemto, have real, ~elfare" 
 I, ' 

re~orm. ' ' '(Applause~) ",I' ,', 

" 
; '! :.' '. ~;. •. ' 

, , So 'this year ,'we' ,w~ll ma)ce\history by reforming, the 

heal~h care, system. .~nd tW6uld. sp.y to: your all' 9f yeu"my fellow 

publl.c servants, thl.s l.S' another' l:sSuewhere the people are way ahead, 


" of, the' politicians. " (Applause and 'laughter,~ ) That' may not be" 

popular with either, ,party,'but it ,'happens to, be the ',t;ru:th~

(Laughter.) ,',',' :. , ' 

" 1 

Yo:u know, the First· Lady has' received now almost a, 

million, letters from people all ,acr6ss Amer!ca'ai)d'fro'llt all walks of 

life., , I'd, l~ke ,to share just, one o:f them with you.- \, 


" • '! '; ,I:" ,'\.,.. i ',.' ' , ,\, " ,", ~.; . ' .-

" ' ' ·Rl.chard Anderson of Repo, Nevad~/lost hl.s Job arid, with' 

it,,' his health insurance. ' TWo week's later" his wif'e,' Judy; suffered' , " 

~ c7rebra~ ane:urysni. He rushed ,herito' thehospi'j:al, where,she'stayed, 

~n ~ntensl.ve, care for 21 days,." , .' ',' '
" ~ , , 

"The Andersons' bills were' :over $120, 000'.; ~lthoughJudy' 

'recovered' and Ricl1ard went back to work,. at-$8 an h6ur~,the, bills, 

were too much 'for them and they wer,e literally forced into 

bankruptcy~, , I"" 

, " 

"",l , ,! , 
\"Mrs.Clint,on,", he 'wrote,'to Hillary, "no' one' in the, 


, United States, o'f America should hav,eto ,lose everything, they've 

, ',/~' ' 

I 

. ' 

1 
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. ' \ I 
worked for al'l their 'lives because ;they ,~ere unfortunate enougp..,to· 
become ill'~"i" T' 

f .' . ' 
. .'. It was to help the'Ricpard'and'Judy Andersons' of America 

that' .the' .First Lad.yand so' many' oth~rs'ha:ve w~rked so: hard' :,and so 

long on' this he'alth care reform" .·issue. We ·owe··them ... our .thanks' arid 

our, action. (Applause ~ ) 

, 

, :.' 
, 


. , " , '. " J' :.," • r '- . '! ' 1. ' ' . ' • . " " , . ~' ", 

, . I ·kpow there '·ar:e people, ,here .who\·.~ay .t,~ere./s no 'healt11.' (,. 

care.crfsis.Tell ttto ,Richard and Judy,Anderson. Tell it to the' 

58 million Americans' who, have nO coverage ,at· allforsoInetim~ each:' ,.' 

year~' Tell it. to the' 8f ·million Ainericans-With t.hosepreexisting . , 


'conditions ...,-those folks are paying more' or.theycan't get insura,nce 

at all, or they can't ever, change their jobs becpuse.they or someqne.· 

,in, their family .has' one. of those preexistlhgconditfons.· Tell it to 

the small. businesses burdened by\th~ skyrocketing cos:t,:of. Insurance~. 

Most slUall ~usinesses cover their employees, and they pay 'on average 

35 percent· more in: premiums . than big-businesses; or,gc)vernment~Or, 

te'll'it to the 76 percent b.f' insured 'Amel;"icans·, . three out· of four· 


.·whosepolicies have 'llfetime'~ limits!.· And tha,t meahs'theY,can find 

, themselves 'Without· any coverage at, all· just when they need i,t the 

most. .' ,~ J \ I '.
I, :' I, . , ;,'.,. " I, 

'" So if any of·'you belie~e there;s no' crisis,; you tell :it . 

.,to those people":-because T .can't"i, ·.'(App'lause~), 


, . . , . :" '. , :. 

Theta· are some peopIE{.ivh6' literally '.do not understand 


the impact of this ,problem on peop;Le's liveS!·. '. ,And al;L you :have"to 

'do; is gc{ ·out. and "listen to :them.: .. JjIst go>talk:;to~h~~.,anywhere ,in. 
 ....~ ",1 ", ',r, '. " 

:.. an:y congr'esstonal 'd-istrict 'in this.¢9uhtry:\,'';r1'!.ey,~re\RE!P.ubli;pal1s ctnd. '. ',' . 
':, 'Democrats:;'and<i:ndepe'ndents, -:~"i~,do~sn't,:hav4a'ia.lipk:t:o ..dowit.p. . "\' ':, "." .. ,: .... 
". "part.y ~ ";Th'eyFth'iilkwELdorf't iget;',it~i "Ahd,<··d;~·'s;-~ime:.we ,.~h9w. ~bem,"t.Qcft'; ,. 

we'do·getft;·· :(Applau.se;.) " .......r...:,' ";;.";';':':,>"".' . "'.', 

;.:, -'::.; .... :, ':;.,'P "" ' " .. , , . . ' ::.~,. :~,,: '.- ;.". ::,":~:•.,~,-\"~.~".,:... ~'"".,... ,'. i," "v;!: '\ .:, .;"" < ." :,y',,:, '."",,\,,;: ", .::''''~'~'.' ". :.:: ".' ';' ,,,,,;,,.,.~·.i'~ ." "';: . ,,,.: .. f,' .~ ,i ',', ',"" ,; :, .. ','" .J<>,,' ,,;~ ".;..,' 
. . .. Fr9Iif . the day we began, : our healt;,h:care in!tiative has 'i ',»' 

'. "been designed to. strengthen' Wl1at is: good about our. health care' 

. system: the wor'id's best health care professionals, cutting edge 


. ". research '. and· wonderful:· research. institutions, Medicare. :for older 

." '. , • .' . . I • ..•. , •

Amer+cans •. , None' of thJ.s -:-:-'none of, J.t·shorildbep~t ,atrJ.sk .. 
. . . I' "I' 

''. . .But'w~'+e/paying,more'~n¢l'more money for'l less arid, less" 

care.· . Every year feYlei:' and. :fewer ~t=ar:i,oans.. even' get !toch06~e their 


. ' .. doctors.. Every .,year, doctors' and. nurses "spend' more time' on paperwork 
. and less time with patients because! of·the absolute bureaucratic . 

nightmare 'the" 'present system has b'~~ome ~ , This' system 'is 'riddled with" 

inefficiency ,'With abuse, wi.thfrall~,and everybody, knows i,t.. · 


, , • I. f ' 

,In today"s heaitli c~re' system'" iJ)surance.compan~es call 

.:the shots. They· pick whom they .cov~r and how.~heycover. them.. They 

can cut, off your 'benefits when you need y'qur coverage: th~ most.: They:. 

are ·in. charge. ' '..', i .. . . . . .;' . 

. "" 

, ,What. doe's' it mean? It.: me~ns ,every' ·night' miil.i(1)~; of . 

well-insured Americ~ns go to bed ju~t an,illness,.an'accident <ir ~. 

pink slip away" from having no coverage or financial rl;lin.. It means. 

every mprning millions of AIiler,icans:. go to work, without 'any health; 

insurance. at. all', ..,.-. something thewb~kers: in no'~6ther: advanced,. 

country. in the 'world do. It"means that every.year, mdre and more. 

hard-.working· people' are told to . piCk .a. new doctor because th~ir bqss 

"has had ·to pick a. new plan. ,And countless" .oth:ers turn down better ". 

, "', • ,) J 

/. 
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, r 

f ' 
, 

jobs because' th~y' know if, theyta~elt:hebetter, j,ob, • they, will 'lose', " 
their health :insurance. \' 

, , If we 'j~st let the" hea1lth care system ,continue to drift,; 
'" our country will have p~ople 'with l:ess care,f;ewer,choices:,and higher -" ' 

bill's. " ' " " . ' I . 

Nowlour:appro~chprot~ctsthe quaiity ot care and 
,'f 'people',s :choices., ' It 'builds on: ,what ,works, today i~ the privat:e,' 

sector ~- to eS(:pand employer-based poverage'~ , to; guarantee 'privat:e 
,insurance forevery'1\lnerican. And' ~ might say, employer-based, 

priv«:tte ins,;!rance fC?t everyAmeri7~;n was'proposed 20 ,years ago ,by 

Pres1dent Rl:chard N1xon to the pn1t~d, states Congress,. ' It ,was a good, 

idea then,anC;i it's'a better idea today.' (Applause.) 


. .' ,. ., I· '.", .• 

. '. .... 1 . - . " 

, . "Why do we 'want guaranteed ,private insurance'? Because 
,rig?tnow nine out '01:10 people,whoj ha~e insurcinc7, get"it ,through '~, ' 

the1r \employers'~ And ,:that should c~::mt1nue. , Al')d 1f your employer 1S 

p~ovidirig good benefits' at reasonable prices, ,that should continue,: 


'l \too. :That ought to make the Congre~s and the President 'feeibetter'. 
, ",', . . " 

.., .',' oui:-, goal is healt~ ins~rance everybody 'can depend jon ,--' 

comprehensive benefits ,that cover p~eventive'care and prescription: , 


,drugs; health premiums tpat':don't j~st explode when yo get 'sick or 

you get older; the power no, matter' how, small: your, ,business if?, tOI 

choose, dependable insurance, at the' same, competit,ive "rates governments, " , '

" ,and ,big busin'ess get today; one simple",form for people' wh,o are siCk'; , '" 

,and,: most ,or'all" the ,freedom to choose ,a plaJl and the' right to I" ' 


", ,c:::~oose,yq!l,;'oWn ~octor. ," -,,,'" f. .', " ",;,.,' ,',' ""', 

.,' .. ,.:~,,,.': . ' .. "'~'.:,~,"(,':''":'.,.~ '"..... . :.,""'j i",. ,,- ",'. ":~'·1-··-~··':'·1"."·' ',"::': "-.' ,.,.~' ::: 

''C' 

,,": .,:.:,.": .">'. 

, ;P "_', I ,,")' , ,Out approach" protects 'older, Americ~hs~ , Ever,y" plan,'~ " . ',:.. ,", ,""" 
, ,b~fore, the "Congress :<propose's 'to,:s'lo~ ~the,.. growth' :,of "Medic;::a,re. "Tlt~::, .~y:,;: 
"di,fference is'this:" We ,b711eve ,thqse,~~vi.ngs"sh.ould ~e.'us,~d·tci.', f I:"~ , ., "~":" 

;, "iniprove""health:i:care ;'for"senior ci"ti~e,ns",:"!."Medic:a're,mu~t,, be',protec:ted.;,.j';':"""~<' 
, 'and: it '$hould,:'cover' prescriptiondr~gs; ,and,:'we"shoulp.tak:e the first,. ,,:';' '~';::;'''''''' 

steps in covering, long-:-term care. ,(Applause~l ' :',~, ,', , 
. , :' - , , • ,:' \ 'j' .• ~, ~.... . . ' . .'> , . 

, "To,those who, would cutfMed1care ,w1thout protect1ng, 

seniors,: I say the, solution to' today' s,squeeze on middle-cl'ass, 

working people's health care 'is not! to put the squeeze on middle

class' retired' people's health care .,~We can do b~tterthan' that. " 


. " •• ," . " ; I ' .,)' ,"'I' • 

': When, it'"s all said and! done, it's, pretty simple :to me~' 

Insurance ought to, mean what, it, use~ to mea~ --:- you pay a, f~ir price': 

for security,. and, when you get,sic){~ health care's always there, no. 

matter ~wh,at." ':' . " 


I 

, ' , ,I:".
" ,Along with the guarantee of health I security, ,we all have 


,to admit,' too, there must be' more ,r~sponsibil i ty on the part .of 'a,lI. , 

,ofU~' in ~ow we use this syst,em.' p~ople .hay~ ,to ta~e', .t?eir kids .. to i, 


get, llumun1zed. We should all take, advantage of, prevent,1ve care. ,We,,' 
, ' " J ' ", " ,,"

must all work together to stop the violence that explodes our' 

emergenc~rooms. ',we' :hay-e to Pi:actitpe bett,er, healt~ 'h~bits,and: we 

can't abuse the system. ' And those who don't have' 1nsurance,under ,our 


,approach'will get coverage, but 'they'll have tO'pay, something for it, 

too. The minority of businesses that, provide no insurance at all, , 

and in so doing" shift the costof.:t:he care of ,t,heir ,~mployees ~~, " 

others, should.' contribute something ~,' ~eople who smoke should pay , 

more for a:pack of cigarettes. Everybody can contribute something',if, 

we ,want to solve the hea:lth care' crisis. 'Th'ere, can it, be ,any more' 


, 

" , 

I 



'. , ' ./:, 
' .. 

somethlng:.for .nothing•. It 'will not, be easy but. it, ca,h be done.' 
(Applause. ) . \ . '" 

, .' '. :' ..', " 
'. . , .. ,',.' I ..' . ,
NOW, in the coming'mon;ths I'hope verY'much·to·work both 

De.mocrats and 'Republicans to reform a health care'sys:t~mby 'using the· 

· market to bri.ng down costs and to'abhieve' lasting heaith security:; 

· But if you look at history we s~e·that. for .' 60 years this' ,country has 

'tried. to .reform ,health·' care. President Roosevelt tried.. President 

· Truman' tried.!. 'president Nixon trieki. President ,Carter tried. ~veri . 

time "the special interests were, pow:erful enough to' defeat them. Bu:t 

not, this time.." (Applause.J : . " ' . , ' 


, ,f I ' \. . 

. . T 'kn'ow' that ·faci.ng. upt.~ these iriterests will require 

courage •. 'It will raise critical que'stions about t.he way we finance 

our campaigns' and how ,lobbyists yie~ld their,influence.. . The' work o,f' 


'. change, ,~frankly, will never get any; easi~runti'l we limit ,the.' .. 

influence of, well-financed,. interest; who profit frqni this current, 


· system.,. So I also mus;t now to call! on you to finish the job 'both 

,. I'· Houses began last year by passingtbugb. .and meaningful"campaign ',' 


finarice reform' and lobby' reform. legislation this year'. . (Applause.) 

• ' ," • j ", • " 

. ,. '. ·.1 ..' ". 
, ' '.', . '" " . . , I 

·You know~. my felloJ!lAIn~ricans,this' is really a test. for· ' ... 

all'of .us. '; The, Amer;can :people proY'~de those of.lls. in: governinent 

·service with terrific'health care bemefitsat reasonable costs. We 


. have health·icare. tl).at'salw~ysther~ •. ' I .thiJ~lk>we need :to giveevei:y 

, hard-:working , . tax-paying AInericanthesame health qare securi:ty they. 


have already given to., us.. '.'(Appl~us~. ) ~ • . .... ..... .' ::.. .' .. '. .' 
, , 1"\.. ", ", " ' . _.'"' "', ! ,'. ' , _ ':' ~ . .; I ' 

:\ :' '.';~.' T want to make t:t.ti~"efY ~clear:, I.am open"fls ,.J;. ,have...,,:·· . i 

'sal.<irepeatedly, to the; be,st l.deas·'ofcpnqerned' .members 'of,'bo;th ,': .. ' ,', ,;: :-, . " . . 

.~arties"j{\·;): 'ih~ve"no ',speci~l: br'ief·fbr.any,spe9if·icappr,oach".: ;ev~Il'·in.· '. 

·':··otir" bwn,;bil'l?;'exceptf·,this.: ::':,If Y!lU send.':nie:legisl:at'iOri· tliat,.,<ioe~hn6t . ".' ::':, ..... <: 

':,guarantee'every .AineriC,ah'private::'he~lth' insur~l'lce ,th~t, can ,ne.v~r"',be ,', '::":' '"." 

";'take'il" away'""".' "I:i".>'c:,y'ou.""wi'!'l "forcer::1ine·?,i.to;,....·,;·take"th-i:S';'pe'tl'I" :veto;,the"'::l , . '" - eg4s!,ation,~,' , , ' ... ~, ..... I . , ' , "", I:';', \ 

.. ··and' we". II :come "right back her~'and' '~1:7art'a-II. over again. '(App.tause,~): 
" ...... " " ":' l • , ':'",'. ' 1" '.. ," : .....' ',,", " .' ' , . ~ 

, . ,:But I don't ,think that(s going ·to, happen:,: I think. 'we',re . 
~eady,to act now. ,I believe 'that: y~u'reready :to-act now., And if" 
you're~eadyto guarantee ,every AInerican t,he same health car~that 
,you,have, ,health care ,that,.cannever Qe taken away, now.'-';': nO,t'next. 

year or the year' after -- now is the time 'to stand witti the' people " 


· who sent, usher.e~ ,Now.. (Applau·se.) , ~ , 

. .'. , ,. ~ ,. ". 


, " " ; i , ' I" • 


, .As we ,take :these steps; together to renew· our strength at 

home"we, cannot. turn ,away from. our obligation to renew our leadership 

abroad~ This is a promisin,g m6ment~.Because of . the agreements we ' .', 

havere~ched this year" last year, ~ussia i s strategic ,"nuclE!ar ,', 

missiles soon' will no longer be pointed at the united I states, nor,' . \ ' 

will w~'poinf ours at the~. "(Appla:ti~eq.:tnst~ad,of· building.-weapons, 


,in .space~ Russian'sc'ientists wj;ll help us to build the:internationa+ 
, space ~tat'ion.' (Applause» 'j. .', " .' 

~. , • " t' ,. 

. ' Of course, there, are still.dange+s ,iIi the. wo~ld 

, rampant arms proliferation,. bitter: regional conflicts, ethnic and", 

· nationalist· tensions' i,ri many n~w··de~ocracies; severe ,environmental·.: ' ' 


, , • . ". I,.' ' ,- \ "_. ' ' 

degradat~onthe world over"and, fanatl.cs"who seek to cr~pple: th~, . 
. iwo,rld's 9~ties with terror~ 'As ·the'wol;"ld's greatest power, we must, 

therefore, maintain our defenses and our responsibilities.· ' 
, ." j _ r" • ., , ",' ,. 

This year, we secured indictments' against terroris'ts'and
!. ',"', ,'. ,"" , 

, " 

" / 
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:' I 

" ' 

1 
t .' 

,sancti~:ms against those who ha.rbor, ;them. i':We w6l;~,ed tp proInot,e 

environmentally sustainableecononii:c growth. We achieved, agreements, 


, with Ukraine, with Belarus, ,with Ka;zahkstan to el,iminate completely 

their, nuclear arsenal., ,We,are work:ing,to achieve a Korean l?enirisula " 

free of. nuclear weapon's'. ' We' will s~ek early, ratificii;tionof'a treaty' "


" to, 'ban chemical weapons wqrldwide. I And earlier today, we, joiIled with , ,.' " 


, over' 30 nations td 'b~gin n~gotiations on a comp~ehensive .ban to 's~op " 

all nuclear : testing. (Applause. ) I 


" ,I 

" But nothing,' nothing i~ more i~portant to our security: ' 

than our nation~s armedforces.' We; hOl)or their'contr:i.butions;, " " 

including those who, arec::a,rrying ,Qu;tthe'longest huniallitarian' air 

'lift, in history in Bosnia'; (appla-qse'), ::",-' those who, will complete,: 

their mission in somali,athis y~ar aIld their 'brave co~rades who,gave 


, their, 'lives, tl)ere.(Applaus~.) "~I ': ,', ' ' ,',',,' " ' 
• , .' '. • : I, "1 . ' .. .' :1.' 


, i' , , Our, 'fdrcesare the' fin~s:tmilitary,' our' nation has ev~r 


had. And, I have pledged that as long as I' am, president" :they will', 

remain the' best' 'equipped, th~ b'est, ~rained and 'the. best prepared" ' " 

fighting'force'on the face of the Earth. (Applause.): ' 


" " " " ,'" ; , ' ' , 

Last year' I p'roposed a! defense plan'that' :ma'intairis ,our 

post-:-CQld War security' ata 'lower. cpst. ,This year. mallY peop'leurged ' 


, 'me,to cut our, defense, spending furt-ller to pay 'for other', government 

programs., ,I, ,said, ,no. 'The :Dudget ;r semd'to Congress' draws the 'lin~ 
 -i 

against: further 'defense! cuts.' It protec,ts the readiness and qual'ity
of' our' forces. ' ' , )', ' ',' . 

, ' ' , I 
, - .' :, ,',.. " " 

, : Ult;j.:i:nate:lY ,',the'best,strategyis'tc> ·do,: ,that~;,.; We:must;, ( 
'not cpt defense' fur'ther.' 'I hbpet,n~·'Corigress'without'''r,egard':to party: 

': will, suppor,t that 'position'.' (App1flPse;)'" ",' , '::~,:'J,; (,,:';:':~': ';,' ':,<:;:';' ,'. .', ':/~. ;~ 4. • ".~.: ;.'" 

• '. :,,,, i: . '~, .' . " t., ....:~: ' , .<, " . " > ••• ," • '1 .~ . " '" ~'" 1\, 'Of " • .' 1 
, _ '-, '1" _~ .' '. ' , °t :' ':). 7" \':_~ , . , , '. -: .;",' ~ 

, I.')• •• ,:,' .. " ," ",' , Ultim,ately,' th'e "best strategy' ',to ,ensure: our' ,secul:7i'ty and,' " 
, ..l ''~~~ ~';to':;bui:l'(rra dura15'J2e"'pecfce~ is' to":sUpp~rt "the' 'advance iof'~"'dem9cracy\:', ',~; , , . {; 

, "E:Hs,ewhere'~ :Democraciesdon-"t'attack, each' other, 'they ma~e: better, , 
.,trac;iing partrie,rs, and' partners indiPlo)nacy. That is why, we have '; 

, l. 

supported, you"and ,I, thedeinocratlc :reformers iii, Russia' and f.n ;the' 

other states of the former Soviet bloc. ,I applaud th~ bipartisan 

9uppqrt, this Congress' provided.lasti 'year for" our initiatives, 't'o 'help 


, Russia,' Ukrafne, .. and the ,other sta,tes througl) their epic ,.. ' ' 

transformations. 'j' ",' , ' ,I " , " " " ,,', .,', 


"' .,I. 

-Our support of ',reform 'lhus1:'combine patience' for the' 
,L i. 

, I enormity of, the task and vigilance for our, fundamental interest" and' 
, 

values. We will'continue to' urge Russia and the'other 'states to 
press ahead wl.th e~onomicreform9,.' :And we will seek to coop~:tate 
w1thRuspia ' to solve regional problems, while insisting that' ,if' ' 
Russian troops c:;>perate" iIi neighborihgstates, they do so' only wh~h 
those states 'agree ,to their'presenc'e and in' strict accord' with, 

'international standards ~ (App1a:use l') " ',',',',', ~ , , " :" , " 
I 

" 

, 'But we must also' ~emem~er 'as 'these 'natidri~' chart th~ir, 

own futures--, and, they must, chart their,' own futures' -"':'how ,much more I 


secure ,and more prosperous.bur own people wi11.be,·if democratic' and " 

J , 'market reform t;ucceed, 'all across' the fornier, cOmInunist . bloc. 'Our, 


pOl'icY'has bfi!eri to support 'that mov~, and 'that has been the policy, of 

the, Congress.' We should continue it. ' ' ' 


That is why, I ,went to Europe' e~r.lier' thi:s 'month --to 

,work ,with our Europeans ,partners, to:help'to integrateal,lthe former 


. . " ',' " ' 

:" 



, , 
.. , : I ' " " .. , ' , , 

communist countries,' into a Europe, t):lat: has a pos,sj,.bility' of 'becoming 

unified for the ,f.,irs~' ti;me in its entire history --" its entire '" ' 

history -- ,based'on the simple ,commitments of ail nations in'Eur,ope ' 

to ;democracy, to free 'markets \and tp respect for: existing bord,ers., " ' , ' 


, • , , • I ,,,., 
• ' \ . I,,' . ' '. . ,• .. r, ,'I I " . " " ' ".' . , ' 

, W1th our al11es we have created a Partnersh1p For Peace 
that.'invites states from ;the former, Soviet bloc and ,other non-NATO 

,members to work wit;h NATO in militaFY ,cooperat,ion. ,When: t ,met with, 
Central Europe's leaders including Lecli Walesa andV~clav Havel, men 
who put their lives on the fine for; 'freedom, 'I ctold them, th'at the' C '.i \ 

security of thei~:region" is, i~portart ,to,' ourcount~y'~ security; , 
, ." .j ~ , ." • • " "I ',I -, ,~' ,:,,"','.' I' 

This year' we 'must also! do'more ,tosupport:democratic 
,renewal ~nd human ,rights and sustaipable d~vel6pmentall around the ,/ 


worl~." , We will ask Congress to :rat~f:y theriew GATT aCcord. We will, 

'continue 'standing by South Africa as it' works i't:s way, through its, 


" bold and, ho:pef~land difficult tran~it,l.on to democracy. W~ will', 

,conven~ a summ1 t of ,the western Hem~spher,e's leaders from canada to 

the 'tip of South America. And we will continue" to pre~s" fo~ the, 
 ( ~ I 

, restoration' of true democracy in Halti. (Applause.)", ',','" ' 
" '" '. \ " : 

• :,' .' ,: "j' • -, • 

, I"" " And, as ,web:uild 'a~morei ,constructive re'lationship ,with ,-'" 

China, we must cont.fnue to insist on' clear signs of. improvement ,'in, 
'that n~~~on~s humariright record·.... ' I(APplaUse~)' 

, , I,,' 

" ' . '.. i , 
',' . '.', "". . -,::,,' .. ' ,.", , ';. . ,

',We w1ll, also work forrew p~ogref>s, towar¢l the M1ddle/ 

East peace.' 'Last year the world watched' Yitzhak Rabin and Yassir , 

Arafat at, the White House when they' had: their'histG):ric:i handsh'ake of " 

'recoricd.liati,9n.;';,~'~u~·there"i:,s a ,long,,'lra:rd~ roagahead., And" on, that"', ":,,," 
 "r> ,~ • 

road': I am' 'deteriniJled,that' 11 ,and' our:i'administ:ration,"wil:bc,do;~a'l;l'we ,can' : 
• " • • . ! '-, - ~ '-., , ' t :,' " ' , 'i ' 1.' '"..' " . \ ' . ", ' . '. 

,":tG)'::achl;~:V7,:,a;, 'comprehe ns 1ve '~nd 'las~':fng' (pea9~ ":,fo:r;' ,~al+',~~h,e",peoples :of>,,': '" 
rt,~e"reg10n~", ,'\', , '~' ,,;"':.t",":":'" ." ',/' ': .. ':':~': 

4: :'r. ::"" ~'''~J .. ' :",. . .'"'~ '" ' ......~.~' :..~.. " \'l, ' •. " ,'~ ... " . ,.>; 

'; I, ';, >, , ;~'t';";>:;;;~;\>fN6w'r ':t:her,~~;iab!">s6lne:iri t~ our"'i'cio\~rlt:rY:',whoa:tgile",tha.t: :'w±\th', ,'j<" 

" ,.' 
", \the Cold"War."Alnerica' should,turn its, ,back on, the rest of, the world. 


,',Many aroupd the world :were afraid w~ would do just "that., ,But I took 

,,' 'this office of' a' pl~dge' that had no! partisan ,tinge,to' keep ,o\l~ ,nation 

. . •. .. \ '. _. I", •,sec:ure 'by' rema1n1ng engaged 1n the ,rest of the ,world.' And th1s' year, 
":Qecause o,f ourwor~together ~.,:.: enabting',NAFTA,::ke~plngour military 

'strong ?lnd prepared, supporting democracyabrO'ad --we/have' ',,' "", " 

reaffirmed America' Ii> leadership, Am~rica' s erigagE!ment~, ; And as a' " 


'result, the Alne:r;icanpeoplear,e morf secure ,than they: were 'before.' 

(Applause.,)" , " ," 


,, ' , 

" .", I ,,' , " ' , ,,'
'But while Amer1cansare more, secure from: threats abroad, 


'I think we all know,that in nianyways weare less secure from,threats, 

here at home~ "Every ,qay the' national p'eace isshatte~t3d 'by c'rinie,. ' 

,In Petaluma, Califor,nia, ,an innocent sru~berparty giyes way to 

agonizing: tragedy for, th~falnily 'of IPdllY:"Klaas.. An c:>rdinary train 

ride on Long, IS,land ends in a ha~l' <;>f' 9-millimeter rounds ~, ,A tourist 

in Elorida'\~snearly burnec;i alive, by ,bigots, simply becau,se he' is 


,bJ.ack.Right 'here in our Natioll,'s,$apital, abr~ve young, man named 
'Jason White, a, policeman;, the son and grandson> of policemen, , is , ' '. 

ruthlessly gunned down. violent' cr,~me 'and the fear: it provoke~ are 

crippling our society, limiting personal freedom and ,fraying the ties, 

that 'bind us. " , ',' , f" , , ,'"', " 


, " 

, The crime 'bill before Congress gives you a, chance to do, 
, " " , 'I .
something about it-:-- a chance to bT tough and smart., What does"that:, 


'mean?' Let me, begin by saying, I 'cafe, a lot about ,this issue. Many 




. ) 

. ' .' 	 .~ . ./ 

years ago" wl,len I .started .out in public life, I .was the' attorney 

general of· ·mystate. I served as a: gpvernorfor a dozen years; I 


. 	mow what it's like .to sign laws, in'cr~asing penalties,' to build more. 

prison cells, toca~ry ,outt1ie death penalty. I understand' this . 

issue~ .Arid it. is. not' a simple thing.. . -' 


.' , . j' 	 . '. . . . ", . 
First; we must recogni'ze that mqs:t violent .crimes ,are 


committed bya' small ,percentage of brimirials,\tiho too 'often break,.the 

. laws ,even' ~hen they are on parole .. 1 Now those '\fho commit crimes 

should· be punished.. And,those who' commit.repeated, ,violent crimes 


·.'shouid be told, when you" commit ,a third violent crime., you will be, 

put:. away, and putaway:fdr good. Three strikes, ··and you are oue~ . 

(Al?plaus~.J,· .'. . . ; . 

\ . . ,r I.:' '. • . , \ ." '. '. ~l" ,., 

Second, we must take starl.ous steps to. reduce vl.oli:mce 

and 'pr~,vent c;rime.,· beg'iIming'with 'm9re policeoffi!cers ~nd' mor.e . . 


· commuriity policing. . (Applause. ), We know rigllt now that police' who 

. . . . I . . '" 

.. work 'the,. streets,. know,tbe folks, have. th~' respect of ,the" ; '. 
• "', ' '. I, .,' . , " ..nel.ghborhood,kl.ds, focus on hl.gh cr~me,areas --: we know that they are 


more likely ,to' prevent crime as'well as catchcr.iminals ... , Look·at·the 

.experience of Houst,on, where the' cr~m'erate qropped .17 percent in. one' 

year when that approach,was 'taken. . '. 


, 	 ,\, ," '. 
" 	 I'" 

. '. :Here tohight is one of those commuhity', policeman' '-..,. a 

brave, young detective,. Kevin Jett,'i,whosebeat is eight square' blocks;;' 

'in one of ~hetoughest neighbo;rhoods' in New. York ..'. Every day he . . 

restores some sanity'and safety and; a senseof.v~lues,and connections. 


, to the. people whose lives he' protects: I'd.likEr·toask him to stand . 
;) up:a:ndbe:r~.90(ini'zed': tonight·.':- '.'. '.:[ ....:.. ''',J ' ""' 

"', I',:' ".".:",~".;. /,':,''' •••~.,~:~, '.).',,', .,.•• ~.;.'. ~"-'" -,.' .;<+ l •. " " ""<~::" ':~", ',', ," -<~ , '7:',I·'f: :,; " ~,/, 

"";," :."':." ": Thank you, s·ir.· ',,(Appilituse'~)' i",:.:,;' '.f: .,.. ': .,,'." 

'i•• ' '.-",._ ,: ,,' Youwll'l ~eg{v~h~: aCh~nCe' to' '~ive't1ie: childre~of.this" . ';". 
i';"cdUhtry~"~:':'tn~";]:aw-~b'iaing'" w6~k'ih,"g"":"'p'~bp'"te "6f;tllHf'~d6trritry' ','t.;.:..:::::. :and;'.:"do.ii'.i;;t:J;.;~ 
. I ,_. . , I '. • • • I '. 	 " 

forget, ; in' th~~' toughest neighborhoods" in •this qquntry,. ln' the' highest' 

crime .neighborhoods.in this country;, the vast majority of people get : 

up every dayanq·ob.ey the law, pay their taxes, do their best ,to:' ,'~ . 

raise. their kids. They ,deserve people like ,KevinJet.t~· . And yOu're. 

'goi~'g to be given a. chance to give t,:heAmerican people another I 


100,000 of them wel'l tl;"ained~ And'I urge you' to do'> ,it. ',(Applause.) 

~ " ' : ',.' l ' -. . , I,' ~ : • ' . ; . •'. ' . '" \.' .' " . 

. . '-; ( ., 'You hav,e before..you crime legislat'ion Which ~iso " 

.establishes a police corps to encourage younej" people to get <'an 

'edu¢atlon!and pay it off'by ~erving!as police officers; which 

·-encourages retir,ing military persoriqel to mqve into police '. forces; an' 

inc;>rdinateresource .for our, country!~-one'whiph hasa,safe schools,. 

provision which ~i~l give our young :peopl.ethe ,chance 'to. ~alk to .' . 


,.,'. ) " school in: safety and ,to be in' !3C~ooJt In s~fetyinstead of dodging 

· bullets. These a~e 'Important thl.ngs.'.·· (Applause.) 


. . ,. . . '. " .'! ", , .' . 
,The third thing·we llav~ ,t'o.ddisto buiid on ,the Brady 


'B.:i.li' -.;.. the Brady Law.(Applause~) ; To take· further steps to keep' 

guns out: of the' 'han,ds"c;:)f' criminals~ i """', . . . . " .' 


I: want to' say ',sol!l~thin~ ~bou~ thls i~sue. Hunt.ers ~ust· 
' .. always be free to .hunt. Law-:-abiding adults should, always' be free to 


own guns to pro1;ectth:eir'hom~s~ I Irespect that part ,of QU): .culture, 

t, grew up in' it." But I want to..,ask;the, ~pcirtsmenandothers 'who , ., 

lawfully. own guns to -join .usinthiS: cainpidgn toredupegun vi<;>le,nce. 

I say t.O you,' I k:Qow 'yo~ didn' t:~:t"ealte .this ,proplem, 1;>'ut we ne'~d your 


http:dayanq�ob.ey
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I, . , " 	 \ , ' 

help ,to .s,olve it._ :Th'ere' is /no spo;ri'ting., purpose on: Ea'rth,' that should· . 

stop the united states, Congress from, banishing 'assault weapons that. 

out-gun police and cut'down chilar~n;. , (Applause~)' '. 

. , • 	 I • I . . 

. , , . Fourth, we must, temem~~r 'tl?~t.drug·s.\area 'factor in an .. ' 

,.enormqus'. percentage 'of~ crimes•..Redentst:.u!1ies indicate, sadlYI:"tha·t.· ' 


.. ,'- .' -. • . " !. 	 "".drug use l.S on the rl.se agal.namong: ,our young people. The crl.me bl.ll 

c;:ontains -- '.all the crime bill,s co~tain-- more .money 'for drug " , 

treatment for c'riminal~ddJcts, and boot' camps fo~. you,thful .offenders 

th~~include incentives ,to ,get off :drpgsand to stay,'off' drugs~,' .. 


'. 	 , 
'" • '. ' . . 'I. 	 :. " , .. 

, I 'Our admiI)is.t~ation(s budget with .all its' cuts c,cm",paiht 

'a" ,large· increase infu:nding~or' dru:g ,treatment and' drug .eCiucation. , ' 

'You·ml.u;;t pass. th.em both.. We 'need them desperatelY. (Applause.)', 


. ~. ' 	 • • , . I '" '. " . " . 

. My, fellow, Ame,ric~ns, the problem of vioIE:uice; is <3,1) 

. American,.problem.. It, has I;o.part,isjan or ph~losophicalelement~'" .' , 

'~herefore, I urge' you to fl.nd ways as' quickly:" as 'possibl~ to.'set ! ' 


, . 	 aside par,tisan. differerices . ,and pass; a strong, smart, t'o:ugh crime'. 
bill.' (Applause.) But further,i' I ~rgeyou to, consider this:' As you 
demand. tougher penalt.ies for, those'who chqose violence, let. us .also . '. 
remember how we 'caine to ';this sadp'o~nt.· ' , : ." .. ,'. , '" < 

,- . . . j 	 '.'. ' 
c Ifl,our toughest neighbprhoods,,' onour:meaneststre~ts, 'i 

1 ,I 

in our poorest rural areas~'wehave seen a stunning and simulta:neous 
'breakdown of comm:unity, , 'familY and work. -...:.theheart, and,: soul of ' 

• 	 • • • '. • ' . I .' ...,' • . . . .
'cl.vl.Il.ze,d soc-J.ety.T;tll.s has created a vast vacuum wh~ch has ,been ", 

'.filled"by, violen,c:eand drugs and gangs~·. So', I'ask YPl.!;tore:.:nember, 

, that';evenaswe say, no 'tocrime;:'we:·must. give ,peo'ple,.-::-- ,especially 


", ,bur' ydUi1<j' peopte' ... ;., something' to~:,s,ay' yes ·to." . "(Applause'.) ': ", . '., ..... 

, /.' 

""'>, ' ',;;:" ': .' '. '.' ' .. ,'. ',: •• "L:' '. ", ;:::',' : ' ". " ' "', ", 
" ' ' Many of ouI: l.nl.tl.atl.ves ,-- from Job' t.ra1nl.ng ,to welfare ' 


'ref9~, 1:9 ,hea}th ,care,... t6: 'nationa,l' s~rvfc~' -.''':',will 'h~lp' ,·to~ rebuild '" :.'.'. 

,;,' 'disi~essed ',comm'l.in'fti'es'/ 't:'6:'streilg;t;hem ,'fain±l1,.es, ,to '·'prQv:id'e';,worK.::';'But';>·.. 

'''niore' needs to 'be Aorie~<,That"s what: our' communlty emp9we~ent;agenda . 

. . is ~ll about. -- .challenging btisines;;es 'to provide mor~ .1nvest~ent· . 
through empowerment zones;$nsuring,banks'will'make,loans in the. same 
communities .t~eir dep6sits., 'come . fr,o~; . passing :1.egislatiOn' to. unleash 

.. th,e'power of',c~pitaJ throug~ Community development banks ,to create' 

jobs -:-~, opportunity, and hope. Where', rneY'r~ needed most.. ,.' " /' 


" 	 I,think y~U 'know,'tfiatto' re~IIY',SC;;lve: this. pr~biem, 
we'll all haveto'put our'heads togJather, , leave our j,deologiCal ar~or 
aside a1)dfirid'~ome new.ideaS to, do, even ,more.. And let's be honest;' , 

'.we all, know something' else too : ", out problems go way b~yond the .reach 

of government. 'They're rooted .int~e lo~e. of ,values, : in the· " 

disappearance of work and the· breakdown "of oU,r famili~sand our .,' . 


communities. . t ."', .. , 

I 

My.' fellow Ameiicans, w~' can' cut. the' defiCit,. create' 
.. jobs, promo~e d~mocracy around the' world, pass welfar~ reform and 


health care" pass· the toughest criin~' ~ill in history, ,: but .stil,lleiwe 

too many:.' of :;our people behind. '
i. .. 	 '" I 

The-American people.have'got, to'want .tb change from 

within if· we're going· to bring back':work a,nd 

J 
family alld commun~ty. 


We cannot renew 'our country when wi'tj:hin.a 'decade more,t~~n.hal~ .of 

the .children will·beborn into families where there has 'been .no 

~arr~age.' '" W cannot renew~, this cou~try',when 13-Y7ar-old boys get
7semi-:-automatl.c weapons to shoQt 9,-y~ar-qlds "for kl.cks. We· can't 

'\ .. I 
I 

http:fain�l1,.es
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" I '\ 
Thank you ,and God bless America. (Applause. ) 

" , r 1,
I 
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! ' 

(. 

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO ,THE JOINT SESSION OF·CONGRESS) 	 . , ' 

') "." , . 
I 

. The Cap'itol \ . 

. " " . 1 > . 


, I 

t' 

.(9: 10 .P.M,. EST' 	 ,i,' 

:;' 

I i 

. , • "THE PRESIDENT:. Mr.• , plie'sident,' Mr. 'speaker, 'memb~rs' of, 

the, House. and .'the,senate,distinguished '~.lliericans 'here. as, visitors in 

this Ghpmber,:as'am I. It is, nice ,to' have a fresh excu~e for giying 

a long_ speech.. (Laughter.) 1 , ' " , 


, , 	 , 
I 

'" .'. " , When pres!d~nts speak itocongress,'a~d ,the nation from. 
th:is,podium~ :typically, they,co;mmerit on, the ,full range. andchallenge~ 
and oppqrtunities' that· face the. united states,. But t:h~s isno,-c an 

, • . '.., 	 '" " I ' . • 1· • ." ,; • •'ordl.nary. ;t.l.me, ',and for all the,man~ ·ti;lsks, thpt' requl.reour 'atteptl.on, 
I,believe tonight one calls'on us ~o focus\', to-:,·uni-ce" ,and' t~tapt: ' 
And that is our economy'. For.,Iitor~·lthan~ anything else~_' oUlt,ta~k" 

" ' .~:,'ton~ght as' ,American,S .~~ ~o~~ke ~ou~:eco,I)oiny·t':hrive· :agairi... '<: :,:,' 
, . -. "" , . , ' , . " ',' "~1·-, ", .' 

. . 'i . ~et' me}~egin by saying that it has,heeri.;',to:ci long, at' " . .c;': ... .',. 

leas:tthree decades,' siride' a President has "ck>me"-and cihal1lenged ," ' .... .. :' 
Amer.ic;:ans ',. to join, him on..,a.. great "mit:iona:l j'ourn,ey/fnbt:'\m~:r:r:eipy::ed'::~':'+~:::;""\'::' ··::·i:~,>"·"· 
.ccmsume: the' bountyof.t:odaYj but':,tcf invest fora much 'greater oni3'" " '. , 
tbinorrow.(:Appl,aus~~r' , - , "; "" I,' 


.' ~." . ~. ",', ,~'. _. ,". ~ '" .'~1'. ," ..' , . I' . '.:.,,'. '.:, ~," " 


. ...' Ll.ke :l.ndl.vl.duals, nat~ons ,mu~t. ul:~:l.m~t.e~y ~ecl.de' how , 
they wl.E;1h to conduct tt;emselvesi' hRw ~hey wl.sh t<;>,be thougt;t of by 
those wl.tb whom they ll.~e, and later ,.how. they wl.sh to be ,Judged. by·,. 
history. ' .. Uikeevery individual,' ma:n .and \woman, nations must decide 
whether they! are'"prepared to rise too the occasions, history presents
'them' • " , ' . ,," . ! : . 

, 
. , 

( , We have always been a \people·of. you-chfu.l~nergy and;'.; , 
daring spirit. Arid at this ,historjJc, moment, ,as communism has; fallen, . 
:as freedom isspre'adiitg around: the iworld,as' a global,,'economy is '", 
taking shape 'before o~r eyes, Ameri:canshave catled for change. And. 
now it ,is up ,to those of us in thi~ 'room: to 'deliver for them." . 

( • ", 	 '. . ~ : ~ I, 

Our ~atiOri needs, a n~~ direction. . Tonight I present to.' 

yo~ 'a comprehensive plan to set our nation on that new' course. ,I ' 

believe, wewill'find·our new direction ,in ·the basic oldvalues·that 

brought us here over, the,last, two, denturies"-~ a commitmEmt to , 

opportunity~ .to individualresponsi:bility, 'to community, . to work" to 

family and to ,faith. We must'now break the habitsot' l?oth political 

parties \and sayth'eir can be no mor;e somethirig f$>r, nothing, and admit \ ~. 

frankly that' we are all in this together. '(Applause. ), . ...' , ',. 


, . ','. 	 '.".. 

. Theco;n¢litiori~ which J~o~ght: us as a nat:.iori to thl; .. 

http:atteptl.on


i· 

1 " I 
, ""; , " II 

, ... " " i , ' 

point, are well'"known:, Two· decades' :of lo~ productivity; growth, "and 

stagnant :wag,as; persistent unemploYment; and underemployment; years'Qf 

huge government deficits and'decl~ning investment in 'our fl.lture; 

exploding'health'care,costs and,la<!::kofcoverage'for,millions of 


,Americans; legions of poor,chiidrert;education and job training 
.. /' .,. 

· opporturlities inadeqUate to the deIflarids of thi~ toug!:l, glo~al . 
,economy'. For too long we have driftedw~thout· a strong ,sense of 
purpose· orresponsi'bil i t.y or 'community. ' ' , 

_ \ 1. ,,', 

'. • I . \.'}. I.. - .' , 

And our political sys1:em'so often has seem~d paraly.zed 

by special interest groups, by 'paqisah bickering and. ,by the she'er, 


, comple~ity of .·our· problems~·" ,I bel~ev~we can'do better'because' we'" 
remain the gr~atest riation, on Earttt,the world's' strongest economy, 
the, world'sonl¥ milit:ary'superpow~r" ,'. If 'we have the visiOn,'the " 

'will and the heart to :rp.akethe changes we ,must, we ,can still, enter' 
· the' 21s:t century with possibili~iE~s our, par.ants'could not even have' 
imagined, .and enter it,having secured, tpe American Ore'am" for. " '" 

. ourselves and, for future ,generatiops. . (Applause,. ) 
I, 

'~ . " ' . 'I 
I well' remember 12 ye~rs ago President Reagan stood at 

this very podfum .arid told you and the American', people ,that i~: our, 
, national debt were stacked, in thousand...,dollar bills the 'stack would 

reach.. 67 milesirtto space. Well, today that stack, would rea-ch 267' 
, miles~' '.1 tel~l you this not to ass~gn blamefo~' this; 'probl~m. There 
'is plenty of ,blame to go around in; both branches of the government , ' 
.and both parties: ,.The tim,e has' cOPle, for 't.he ,blame to end," " , , 

. (Applause. ) . I dl.d not,seekth~so~figeto pl~c.e ' blame., I. come here 

to,n~ght to, accept responsihilityandI want you to:.a9cept': ., . 

-'" 


responsibil~ty with'm~.,:- ,And' if :we: doright.pythi's,¢o.untry~ ,I g.o''riot ,. 

.' " ,,-,>,care, 'w.~o,g~ts.:t\1:e credit':,for'-i:t..- :<'Applaul?ie·q :' ,:'; """ ",

. . .' " .. I. 

.'. ",,'" ,", "> '~h~ p~~n I ,offer ,you pas':four ,:.fu'ri;dametrtai' cdmponent~. 
'First" ,it ,shift,S, ,'our. emphasis' in pQ.blic'arid private spending from: '" 
,':"coris'Umpti,pri,};;t.~: ;,il1v,E;i:st.ment",:",;,..,·: initi'aliy,by" l:j,ump,;,.'sta'liti:hg"'the":~Cond:iIiY'::! "( ,; . 
'in th,e'sh9rt-term;'.;,~nd:~nvestipg i,n our pe,oprEf,"~h~ir' joBs,) and their 
:inc:::omes over the . long .run. • Second, : it ch~nges' the rhetoric of ,the ' 

past into the actJons ofthepreseht' byhano,ring \.iork and, families in 

every part of our publi9decisi,on-'making. Third', 'it substantially . 


· reducest.he fed~ral defici.t'hones~ly and credibly, by using in the 
",' 

'\ .;beginning, the ,most conservat'ive estimates of government revenues, 
not, as the ,Executive Branch ~as done s6 ofte,n' in 'the past, using .the 

; most ,optimistic ones. (Applause. )['", " .' " " ' .-' 
, , ,), J!: 

, And fin?ily,' it s"eek:J~' to 'earn the trust, of, the American' 

people ,by, paying for thesf!! plans ~irst with cuts in,governmentwast.e' 

and effic'iency;; second, with cuts,', not gimmicks, ingov.arnment " 

spendfng; and by :fa:irness, 'for a change in .the wayadditional burdens 

are borne. (Applause.)" i, 


, I, 

Tonight I want to talk with youabout\vhat.· government 

can do bec,ause,;I bel iev;.e government, must do ,more ~ But' let· me say,;:, 

first that· the real engine of. econonlicgrowth',in this country ,is the 

private sector. '(Applause. >: ': And )second, that each o,f us ,must,be an " 

,engine ,of growth" and change . .','The i,truth i~ that' as governln~nt create~i'., 

·more oppo~tunity in this new and qifferent time, we must also demand 

more responsibility in turt:l. ,; """ " ,',,' \ 


, " , 

our'iminediate priority must be tocre(ite jobs,' create· 

,j'obs now~" Some ,people say, ,w,(~ll, :we~re in. a recoyeiyand we don't' 

have'to do that. Well, we all ,hope we're ina,recoveryi 'but we're: 


: '! , . 

:., r\. 

http:reducest.he


, , 

I' :1' 

, ,,sure not creating 
" 
new jobs.' , And' there I s no ,recoveiyworthi,ts ' salt 

, 


,that doe,sn't put the Amer,ican people back to "work. ,(Appl~use. )" 

: ' ' I' ,~ , 

," To create jobs and guarantee 'a stro~g recovery, I :call' 

on ,Congress to enact an immediate package of, j,obs, investm~ntsof over 

$30' billfon t:oput people to work now, to create a half a million" 

j'obs. ',Jobs to rebuild 'our higliway~, and airports, to renovate, " 

hous,ing, to bring new, life to rural':communities and spread' hope' and 

opportunity among ,our nation is youth•. Especially, t 'want to . ," ' 

emphasize after:the events 9f J iast: year 'in' Los Angeles and., the 

,co:untless 'stories of desp~ir in our ,cities' and in 'our, poor rura:';l.: , 

communities,' this proposal will ',create almost 700:,000 'new ,summer 'jobs 

'for displaced.",unemployed young people alone this' summer. ' ,


.'~' • \ ' . . . ' t ." ., 

(Appla~~e.) ,', i 

, ' ~ 


,,'.', ,And,ton~ght', I invite :America'~ busines~,ieadersto ,joi~ ,\' 

lfS in this effort so that together,iwe' c~n provide over, 'one million ' 

summer jobs in citi'esand' poor, ruraL areas,fo'r our young people. 

,(Applause~ ),"" , ~ , ", " ' , , ' ,l , ' :", ' " . , 


II . 0: 
, ' , . 

, I 

Second,,'our plan looks beyond today's) business cycle 
'because our aspira~ions ~xtend intci> the next" century. ' ,The heart.of' 

this plan deals with the 'long-term. It, is aT) investment program " ' 

designed to increase"public and pr~vate investment in areas 'critical 

to our economic;:' ~future., And ,:j.t '~as ,a defic~t reduction 'program tl1at, 

w~ll ,fn~rea~e th~ savings :av~ilab~T ;!qr the private ,ge,ctc;)]:: to invest, 

Wl.II lower, l.nterest rates" 'wl.II decrea'se the percentage of, the .',', , " ,-" , 
 , " 
federal'budg~t claimed by inter¢st'payroents" and ,decrease, :the 'risk of' 

, fi~,ap.ci~i "lna,:t:~et:,:disrupt;ionstqa:t :?pp.ld: ,~dv:ej:se.+y a~fe,ct our econoiny~, '< :' ,; .' " .. :,., 

t'~: ' " ,~ , .:' I" • ,,'.:, • , :,,: ,J , ' ,::. ~i > .' : ;, ' " ,t".,: ~, >J",' • ;' ••,",' ',' :"":. t " ' .' "cr '".. I.":,' 

, " over, the long run, all this' wiI l>,bririg us a ,higher rate, " ,~, ' 
".of,<epon<?m;ic.:,g;rovith, ,~imJ?r()ved p,rC?dlJ?t~yi,t¥:,,:mbr7' h~gh+q1.l(;ili:t)', ~jobs, : ,:,i,-,: j ,"', f"I/'"", 

~md'anJl:mproved, econo:ml,c,COmpe~ltl.ye'pos:Ltl.qn: 'lLn:the :,wor:ld.'.. In.order::: ~,," ." i" ~,''.'< 
;:,to,' (l.eO<?ll\P~;i.sl1",botI::' increa::;ed', ~nv:esr~~ent-:/~aIld',d~fiei t"ireductio,n, "i;;",\;/) ,,~,j,~," :":\-"~~':!i;";::' ":'''~', 
'somethl.ng no .,AInerl.can gov~rnment has 'ever: ',been: 'called upon to ' do 'at:" ,,, '; . 

, tbe sa:r:ne' time' before" ,spe,nding must ,be cut and, taxes 'must, raised. ' ' 
, •• f. ' 

!. ,'~ I 

, ,The:, s'pendj.ng c.uts I r~comm€md w~re, Carefully thought , 
through in away to minimize' any, a¢lverse, ~econqmic,impact~ to capture' 

'the peace 'dividend for'invest~entpurposes,and,to switch the balance 
, in the 'budget front consumpt.l.on' to luore inve$tm$nt. Th'e ,tax incr,eases !, 

and the' spending cuts were both 'd~signed_,to ,assure ,that the. cost 'of 

this historic, program to face and deal with our problems ,~.dllbe' 

borne ,by those : who 'could readily ,atfordit the' most::. 'Our ~pla'n'is 

designed, furthermore , and ,perhaps; in sonie ways most: importantly,' to 


, improve the health of Alnerican bus,iness through low~r i,nterest rate!?" 

more, incentivf?s't6 invest, Cipd better trained work~rs. .',', 


I " ' ,-;' 
f ," " ."/ - " '. • , .' • • ::, > .' . , , ,'. • _: •i", 

, , ' ~.ec~use, small, bus;Lness has created ·such ,a, hIgh , 

percentageof'all, the new jobs" in our ,nation over the, last!, 10' 'or 15 

years~, our plan ,includes the boldest targeted incent;ives. for small 


',business 'in ,history_ ' " '(Applause.) : ;, We, propose a permanent -investment /: . 


-tax creditr for the smal'lest firms,in this country, 'wi,th revenues,' of' 

"und~r $5 million. (Applause.}Th~t's about 90 percent of: th,e £i;rms 

in'America,employiriga1;>otlt40percent' of, the work' force,:but'creating 
a big majority of the net new jobsl ,for more than 'a decade~' . . .. . . , 

, Anp. we propose new rewards" for entrepr~neu:rs;'who take, 

new .risks: 'We P;,opos7', to "give' sma~l' ,busi'riess' a,cce:;s t<? all ,tl?-e new 

technologl.es 0": ouzo: tl.me. And we, propose to'attack thl.s credl.t 


, , ' 

- i ' " "I 

.. , 

http:technologl.es
http:consumpt.l.on
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, J 	 , ,,'I' 

" 

'crunch \vhich'has denied smail ,btlsirless the credit t!1ey'net?dto 
, fiourish and prosper.' (Applause.)i ' 
, 	 '," " ,I 

,', .. " with a' new network: of';c~mmuriitY'deveiopment' banks'and $1, 

,hillion '-to make the dr'eam of ,enterp,rise ~ones real, we propose to " , 

bring n,ew hope ,and new jobs to storefronts a;nd f:actories from', South ' 

Boston to S,outh Texas to ~outh Cen'tiral Los Angeles.: (Applause. ) , 

Tllis plan invests', in our roads, pur bridges, our transit ',syst;ems, , in 

high-speed railways and high-tech info:tmation systems. Arid it ,," , 

,provides themostanibitious'enviroI)mental cleahup'in'partnership with 
~tate, ancllocal. g6vern~ent 'of our time, to 'put ,peopl~ ',to ,work and ,to' 
preserve ,the environment for o~r fq.ture! (Appla?se.) . ", 

'''': 	 ' '. ,:;' 
I .' ~ ,'\ 	 J' • - , , • 

standing as we, are" on ;the edge ,of a new ceri,tury, ;we know 
'that economic' g,rowtll'depend~;as 'ne~er ,befor~' on opening up new ' ' 

markets overseas and expandlong, the Ivolume 'of world trade.: And so", we 

will insist, on ,falr,tradei rules -'in; international markets' as apart, of 


, 	a national \economic strategy to expand~rade, including the ' 
successful completIon' of the lat:est., round of :world,trade't:alks'ancl, 
the successfulqompletion of a }lorth AIrieric,an :FreeTracle Agreement" " 

,with appropriate safeguards 'for oUlF worke'rs and for tne environment. 

'(Applause'.) , 


, I' 
. ' , ' ',!. ',,' 

, I " ' At' the same time -.:.. al;ld I, say, th:lS to you, in both, ", 
part;:.ies and across Americ'a tonight,' all ,the people ,wlio are l.istening 

, --'it is 'not ehoughto' pass a budget or ,even, tQ 'have, a trade ;,' 
agreement;, , The war-I'd is, changing so fast, that we must have" 

, aggressive, ,targeted,attempt~, to cj;eate the high-w~ge, jobs of the .. , 
,futl:lre. "That's' what alf: our compe'titor~ are doing • ,We' ll1ust'9ive,' ,": 

, special ,attention ,to those critical industries that are goingto::<:, ,"" 
;explode~,iri,the,21stceriturY'i'but:ttilat' are in troub1.e: in "America> today 
Ti!)ce",aero!3pac,e,,",' ,,(Appl~use;~ )"'",welmllst,proVide:,,special 'ass'istance, ,:tq, "':~" 
~r,eas :and."to'worker~,'di~plaged 'Ay,.cut~ ;In',:theidefense,budge:t''~and::by'' -, ','I, ' 

,J,,,,other, ,unav.oidablei..'economic ,d,islocati'onso';;:,.!;...:(;Applause,~·)"'';' "'\'~ ,::, ..:,:",.'.':,;',,", 'i;"'lq'3~'(,':"'" ;,; t"",,;:;,, ~,l: 
, " 	 ,;:' • ' ""''', ;', " " , : ' ", ,", " " I' I' ", ' " "'", ' , ' ' "'" 

r 1. '_ J \ " 	 "._ 

" ,"" 'And, ~ga-in, I will say~ we' must,p.o '.thistogether. I \, ,/ 
pledge' to yO\:lthat ,I will do my, best "to' see that business, and ).abor 

"and government 'work together'~or -ai c~ange. (Applaus~.J,,'" 
" 	 , . , I., , :, " , 	 ; 

But all of our ' efforts' to '.st;rengthen ' the' economy will 

fail ~-, let ~e say this again'; I f 7el ,so, s",;ronglr ab,c:>utthis -- all, 

of our efforts, to: strengthen the e90nomy wloll faJ.l unless ,we' ,also, 


,ta}tethis year --'not next ,year, ~9tfi;ve,.years from, now, but ,this 

'year -:--.bold,st~ps'toreform ,6~r,h¢alth care sYstem~(Applause.) 


, ' ,I,' , "," , , 

_ In 1992 ,we spent 14 percent, of our income ontiealth" 

care, , more 'than" 30, ,percent, more, than any, other :country in 'the world; 

and y'et we, were the, 'only advanced nation that' did not provide, a basic ' ' " 


,package ,,'of health care benefits ,to~ all of its citIzens:. Unless we 

,change the present pattern" 50 percent of the, growth: in the deficit 

between' now and the year 2000' will:'be in, health care costs. By the 


, year ,'2000 almos:t 20 ,percent of ourl'incom~ will be in',health c'ar~.' , 
Our fami,lies w:lll neverpe s'ecure,I'o'ur businesses: wi~l( never be,' '" 
'strong and, our government 'will ,never again be' fully ,solvent until we' ',' 

tackle the health, care crisis. Wei must ,do it this Year.; , (Applause~) 
. 	 , \ ' ' .• ! . " ',r . " 

'" The combinati.on of th~ rising cost ',o'fcare arid the lack,', 

of care 'and "the fear of ,losing care~ are endangering 'the 'se<;::urity and" / 

the very lives, of millions, of our ,people~ And they ate weakening our 

economy every day. IReducing heal,th \care costs ,can l~berateliterally, 


• 	 )"~ • }" • , J • 

, 
: " 

http:combinati.on


.."" , 
, 
. 

, 
, 

. " ... ' , ': , .\ ':. ' . '," \- ~ ~'.' ,

hundredsbf bJ.lll.ons of dollars fOl!'new J.nvestmentJ.n,growth~nd' 
:job,s. Bririging health 'costs in ,lirie '~ith,inflationw6uld do more for 
the private !?ector, in:, this country) than , any tax" cut ',we cou,ld ,gJ.ve and', , 
any' spending' program w~ ·could· promot.e. . Reforming. health q<;lre over \' 
the: long run ,is critical.ly' essenti~l to reducing pot ,only our deficit 

, ',' ., /. ' I ", ~ , " , ' 
,but toexpandJ.ng 'J.hvestment .J.n Ame::J.ca.· (Applause.,),'; 

. " • ' , !.."", . ' .,".'-' ~"' 
Later thi,!? sprJ.ng, af~~rthe .FJ.rst 'Lady ,and, the maI?-Y " . 


good people who" are helping her_ all across the countrycomplete,:their ' 

work, I will deliver to Congress a'icomprehensive plan for health care 


"reform that finally will br,ing, costs under control and provide '" ' 
security to.; all, of our families, ,so that no .one will. be denied the 

',cov:erage, they need, but.so that out econoinic,futurew,ill not ,be , , 
compromised either. '(Applatise~!) We'll have to root :out fraud and" ~. 
, ,.'. "I l.. . -. I

.overcharges, anq '.make' .sure, that paperwork 'nolongerchokes:your 

doctor. "We:'ll have 'to maintain :th~ highest, America:rr,standards'· and, 

the right 1;0 choose in: a system th<;lt, is the world';s ,finest, fO:r:: all 

those,'who can' access, it.(Applau~~ •.)' ' 


, ~. 1 • ' 

, But' first we .must ~ake·choices .. We must choose to giv~ 
the ·Ame:r:l.can people the quality !they' de~and ,and :des~,rve with a system 
tbat,will not bankrupt the country: or furth,er drive mor¢ Americans " '< 
,into 'a'gony. .,' ,,' ' 

\. \,' 

,Let,me further say thcltt I wantt·o work with all, of" yo,u 

on this~ "1. realize this, is' a' compLlcated, ,issue. ; But~' we mU$t address 


. , .;, .it .. And; I believe if ',there is any ch~nce'th<;lt Republicans a~d' 

~emocrats 'who' disagree on taxes and .spending or .anything else ,could, 


"agree, .on ·one,.thing,.';s,:ur¢l:.Y :we ,can all loqk,at"these llumb~rs;andgo:, ' 
,home, ?ind tell ,our "people.'the.,truthl;:we9a~not;c6ntinu,e,;these, _ ,'; " 
,spendl.ng ,pattern;;. 'in' ~publiq ,qr: ~pr:iyate,do,11ars ,for' health,care:por .. '" 
'less: and, less, and, ,less every year.'. " We can/do Ibe'tt:er:.. ,',And I --:', ' ...,' ,.,,' 
(app'laus~),.\' ''', ",,"'. . ,',,'.. '.' ,," . ,,' , ,,', "-,,:, " ., .. ";';",l" " .' .. 

,,'':: ~',~. 'i ',";,,""; /.':' • 1.•",".1'\ ,:.,~ I._",... ,~. '! b t. ,;",i"~~.~or-:i ~" ",., "" ~ ~ ,.:.~;::>:' 1., -' ~~ ........ tr:<.~·.:.~,:. ,.,.:: .f·; ..., :-.:...... ,"!.. .' ·i" ~ i·,:. '.1 ':.:;i'. " ;:.» .: '~ ,,"~~., .# ., ,< ' ... "'!,. ,'~ ,;' ••:.•:, ',":":,.-, :).~. \I;:•.~i ~. .:' ~ ",~.' ,;~:: f •.• ' ,~\. ..,. i ~ " ~ ,

. . 'Perhaps the most fundamental' qhahge' thenew.dtr'ectipn, I· . 
~ '. .propose offer,S is' its focus· on the.future and, itsinvestment,:whicp.' I, 

,see~ in our 'children.· :Each day' we ,delayreal,ly making. a commitment 
,to our .chl.ldren carries a, dear cost. 'Half of the.' ,two':"y,ear':"olds in 
this. cQun;try 'today don't ;recedye the: immunizations they: need against' 

deadly diseases'.. ourplflll will ,pr9v~de them for every. e).igible -, " ' 

child. , And we know no;w that ;'we }'Iill, save ,$10 later, for every' $1 ,we 


. spend by eliminating preventable childhood diseases .. ; That's, a good 
investment no matter how, you ,measu~e it. , '(ApJ?taUse.,l ',' " 

.,' .",j 

, I recommend that,the women,'Infant~ and'Childre~/s 

nutri:tion program be expanded. so that every. Ebcpectan~inother wh9' 


'needs the help gets it. :, (Applause:.) We all',know that' 'Head start, 
a,program that prepares children fbr school is: a success story.' 'We. 
al+ know that it s,aves money, but today it just reaches, barely over 
one-t:tlird of all the eligible chil~ren •• Under this plan:, every' ," 
e;Ligtble child wil-l ,pe.,abl'e ,to g~ti a h~a~ start~ .:(Aflplause.) 

, .\' . ~ , ',' 


\. 'I . , • ." ~ . I '. - " . ,~' ";. ,- . -', : . • . , .i, ~ . . 


ThJ.s' J.snot lust'..the rJ.ght, t,hJ.ng to' d9, J.:t;: J.S the ,smart 

thing to do. ' For every dollar, we ~nvest ,toq.ay we'll: s?lve $3 ' 

tomorrow. We'have to start thinking about tomorrow.' I~ve' heard that 

somewhere,before.-(Lq.ughter.) ! : " 


" 

We. have t~' ,as,k ~ mor~ ih our, schools ,of, otirstudents, our 

teachers,. our principals, our parepts.. Yes;·wemus,t give them. the 

resources:, they' need to 'meet, high s;tandards, ,but we must also u'se the 


, , 

I 
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,authority and the influencea~d: th~furid:i,ng, of the 'education " 
department to promote strategies tl1at really' ,work in ,learning. Money 

'alone is not 'enough. We have to ddwhatreally wor~s to increase, 
), 

; 

learning in"our schools.' '(Applause.)" 
~ . ,.!. 

, We ha.ve ,'to, recognize t;hat', all of our ,high school , " 
graduates need 'some further education, in ord~rto be' competitive in 

! tp.is gl<:>bal economy ~ So we,' have tq, establ ish, a -pa.rtnership :petween " 
businesses and education ~na thegov~rnment fo~ apprenticeship , ' 

,programs in every state in,this coqritry to give our people the skills 
they need~'(Applause~ ),Lif'«along ~earning must benefit not just, 
young highschool, grg.duates ,,' 'but workers , too, throughou,t their 
career," ' . "'." " , 

, " 
,,' ' The average 18-year'7'01d \today ,will cpange jobs' seven 

,times l.n a, lifetim~. We have done la lot, in this country ,on wOJ;"l<:er' 

traintng" in, ,the' .l,ast, 'few years, butt,. the system' is,too fra<::tured ~ ,We 

must develop a unified" 'simplified,; sel)sibie; streamlined worker ' 

training ,program so that workers ,receive,t~e training they, need 
 i • 

regardless of why they lost their Jobs or'whether 1;:hey'simply n~ed to 
,leCllrn' sO,mething new' to 1c~ep:' the~,., !W~ have g0:tto do better -on, this. : 
(Ap~lause.) " I , 

'." , . 'A~(f; finally; I propoS!e ,a pr09,ram ,that ,got a great 
resp,onse'from th7 American.p~ople, ~l~ across this count~last ye~r: 
A program of ,natl.onal ,servl.ce, to make college loans ava'l.lable to, 'all 
Americans and ,to,chall~nge,Jthem, at !,the sa;me ttme:,to g,ive something' 

, back' to ~heir country as teachersqr police 'officers or community' 
'servicewo:rkers .::-:-, to, give: them the ,Qption,top'ay:~,the,'loans back, but 

,'"at" tax time,.sq, ,they~can 't,bea:tth(:kbill;'but.to~ericourage,them' " 
insteaci _to" pay,:it:1;>ackby, "maJdng their country:, str.~:mger ;and:, inaktng , 

.,' 

.. , 'r' 

'''''. ..; .., , ". ~:",: ~ 

.,' , , 
" -, ,',.,-::,: ";,'j"\ • '.' 

,t.heircountry" betterand:giving; :.us: :the 'bene:pit:"o'f' their, knowledge. ,. ,:; " '," :J' "~'::'" 
(~pplause. ),,', ' "'[ ,,' "':, ) , " , , 

~'·.:'~'t·I:'l,:'.~·· '....• 1-',.:' '~'.'~'~')' ,<'~.,~,,, :·l·:'i,"·"·"''I.~" ':~_'- , '~'~ :,:J r:, . ," :' . .;:' ".. ,,:'.,~, , ,.roO,' ":. ","" "j, .~.:.' , • ,t "'i' " .• J., .• : ...... . ..... 

A generation ,ago ,when :'P;resicient Keill)edy pJ;:"opqsed and the 
Un'ited states Congress embraced the Peace 'Corps, it defined',the " 
ch'aracterof. ,a whole generation of 'American ',couitted toserying , " 
people 'arc;>und the worlg. In ;this ,national service', program; , ,we wilJ,. , 
provide' more ,than twice as manys16ts for'people before they go to 
college, to be innatiorial;service than ,ever served in the Peace 
Corps .. This program could ,do for this generation ofinembers'of 
congresswha,tthe Land Grant,'college A~t did and what, the GI .Bill did 
for foime~ cO,ngressmeh.,'InthEf futur~, historians wh9'90t"their' 

, education th'rough the national serVice loan will, look ba'ck on' you, and 
~hank you for giving Alltericaa new: leas~ on'life if you meet' tliis{, :, ' 
challe~ge~ , (Applau'se.') , " j,' ' " 

, J 

) • . ,t 'i' • ~. • I , 

,,If we J::>elieve in job~ land we believe in ,learning,' we , 
'must believe ,in-rewarding work. If wehelieve in :restoring the 
values,that make Ainerica special', we must believe th~t t:here is. 
dignity in all work, and theremus't be dignity ';for all worke:t;"s~ , .' 

. .' , . ' .i' \ . . ," . . ~ '. " . 
,To those who care' for "our 'sick, ,who t~nd our children; , 


who do our, most q.ifficult and_ tiri~g jobs ,the, new direction, I , " 

propose, will make this" solemn; simple 'c:o'mmitm~nt: , By expanding the 

refundable' E!arnE;!d income tax.credit"we will make history'. We will' 

reward the ,worko~ millions o't: ,working 'poor Ameri.cans,by realizing " 

the'principle that if Y9U work,40 hours,a week and you've got a child' 

in the house, you will no 10nge:r b~ inP9verty. (Applause.)" 


" : \' .. ' 

.: 

http:time,.sq
http:servl.ce


I 

. " 

, 	 .> , ',Later.'this year ,we w~ll'offer' a plan to end ,weifare 'as 
.' 

w,e, know it. .'.·I have' worked on.' this. is,sue-'for the better pa'rt: of' a 
\' 

decade.· .Anq.' 'I know from personal conversations wIth: 'many people that". 
. '. . . , I . ." " 	 , '. 

no .one.-- no qI:1e wants to change t,q.ewetfa:t"esystem~as.badly as those 
,who ar~ trapped in it.·· .. (Applause.): . .' '. " ' ..;',. 	 ; . , " 

. , . . ~ r." ,', : . . , " " 	
" '; 

I 

I want to:offer thep~ople,o!l welfare the education, th~. 

training, the child care, ·the· heal~h .cart3 they heed to getback.on 

their feet; but say', af~er two years, they' must get back, to work;. 


· too~in private' businesS: if possible", in publicservice.ifnecessa,ry.
, ,.'I. ' . • ',,'

We have ·to end welfare .asq way of ll.fe and make l.t a p~th to ' 
.' 'independence' and, dignity " (Applause.) . '.' , 

,'. Our next . gre~~ goat' sliould' be to strengthen our 
'. families'. I ,compliment.the, congr~~sfor.passing' the Family and' 
•Medica,l Leave Act as a. good first step •.... (Applause;). But i 1;:'is time .'I 

tc;> do .more.' . I This plan .will· give t~is country the toughest· c,hild '" '",; 

,support'enforcement system.it'has e:ver'had~' It iS,time to,demartd' 
that people take responsibi'Iity for the children they.b~ing, in this 

, 'world.' (Applause ~ ') .' : . ' . 
.. 

., 

And. I I ask. you to help :to protect6ur familie.saga.irist 
the vi,olent crime which 'terrorizes ;our 'people ~nd whi.ch, tears. our' 

. communities' apart. We must pass,a :tbugh crimebi'll. (Applause.), I.' .. 
· 'support not only the' bill which ·d~dn't. quite make it to the . 

· ,Presiden~/~. desk last year,- but also an'initiat~veto; ..put 100,000 
\ . 

mqre police offIcers on the ,street. '. ,(applause)-'-;'" tp provide' , 
bo,otcamps ·for first-time nonviolen:t: offenders' ,for more space. for·the 

· h,ax:dened:',criminals in.ja,il-::-: (app+:ause): .-:..i-, ,a:nd::L.sUPP0l;"t ,an,', .... ; , 
,: 	 initiatiye .. :toL:do',;what;we·canto·keep. guns, out ,'oif, ·the: .handsof ... ' , , '"1 'c,'. 

',crimi:na~s~.~.,:(Appla:use~l·.·:; .. ' ,.»'(".:'.: . ':"<':" .,:::.. '. 
"'; ." .'\.;.:,t' "', "':'.', 'Let:~~'sa;~hl'~~;:' .":[ '~'i~l~a~~:'yoU ':t'~j}~ ·b~~~~ain.: .. r.fY~U ' 

. w:lll, pa~s:.>the .Bradyb.i11,.:'I!,11,.. suire~,sigli'.i'.t:..,·, '(Applause.• ) \' . "i,• .....",".• , .. ;.;.' 

",' ~ ,,",{",',' ~".':, 	 ! :, ..,' ...,'. 

Letine, say ~6w ,we shoiild move to .the harder pa+ts~ " 
(Applause.) , 	 ' ,,:" .. ,.' .' .. , ' . 

, i.' ,. 

", ,I .thfrik: it 'is: clear to;' eve~:y':Anier.icari, includiJ)g, ~very 
· ~emper of Congress of both parties,; that the 90nfidence of the people 

who' pay our .bills in our:institu'tions. in Washington .is .not high•. We 
,must restore it.. We' must begin again.. to make, gc;>vernment wor-lefor" 
ordinary taxpayers, not' s imply for organized'· :i:nterest . ,groups ~" And 
that beginning' must start with real: political reform'.' (Applause.) 

, , 	 " ' . 

lam' a'ski~g' the United, states congress to, :pass a,'real 

<?aIJlpaign finance,reform ))'ill this year.. (Applause. ). :I ask, you, to' 


_ l.ncrease the partici:pation of the~ericanpeople ,by passing the.". 
motor voter biil promptl,y.',' (Applause.). I,ask. you to;' d~al with the ' 
undue' :influemce of special interest: by passing a; bill t~end the 'tax .' 
deduction . fO,r :lbbbYing and to act, quickly' to require'all the. people .. 
who lobby, you to register .as lobpyists by passing the lobbying
registr<;ttion bi1l~ . (Applause.) 1 " '. '.' ':' , . ..' 

. '.' ,Believe: me, ·they were'che'~ri'ngthat •last : section" at, . 

home. I believe Tobbyref~rm andc~Inpaign finance reform are a: sure .. ' 

path to incr~ased popularity for Reptibticaris .and . Democrats al:ike \. ' 


.' becaus~ it says to the voters l:>ack' home, "This is your House ... This 
, 	is 'your se'nate~ .' We're your hir~d,hands'. And ~verypehny ·,wedraw is, 

your money.1t (.~pplause·.) !.,'" 

. ", 
" I' \ 

http:money.1t
http:getback.on


.. :. ' 

) , . ~, . " , , \ ' ' : , 

, ' , Next i to rev6lutioniz~ government we ,have to 'ensure. that, 
, wel~ve' within our, means'" and 'that :should start ;atthe top and with, 

the' White ,House'. \ In the last few days ;r have announced a cut in the 
WhiteHouse, staff of 25 percent,'sa:ving approximately' $10 'million. "I'" 

. have ordered administrative c;:uts in budgets of agencies, and . , . l 

depart'ments. ,I have cut thefedercU' bureaucracy. ...;.-:-qr,will 'over, th~, 
, next :fo~r, y~ars --:bY,approximately:" 100, 000 positions, . tor.a combin~<l 
savings ,of $9 'billlon. (Appla'~se.r It is~time for gover~ment to. ' ' 
demotu;trate ,in t~e, condition we're :in that we c,an be 'as frugal ~s any 
household ,in America. '., " : ,',' ",".',',' " , 

, \ 

. ~ ," ,Andthat 's Why' I a.:lso \w~nt to ,congratulate~ the congres's .. 
'J; ,notice t,he, announcement' of the l~adershiptoday that, Congress is, 

, takl.ng similar steps ,to cut its cos:ts~':, I'thJnk that isimportant~' I 
think it will' send a very.. clear sig;nal. to the .,America? people. 

, (Appla~se ,.') , , ' ' 
I' 

'. \'. 

" ' ,.But if we, really ~ant:to cut spending we/re going,'to" 

'have to do:more, and ,some of' it ,will ,be difficult. Tonight, I call , "" 

,for a,n across...;the-boardi'reeze in f~derai governmentsalarie,sfor -tone: " 

year •. (Applause.) And thereafter" during this foti~~year period, I 

recommend that salq.riesriseatone; pqint , lower than the' cost'of' 


, ;living allowance, no;rmcilly·involved" ~iri' ted~ral ,pay~ncreases. 
'(Applause. k ",..: " 

, 
\", ". ," , 

, ,Next, I recommend that; :we make 150 specific budget ,cuts, 
" ,'. ~ 

',',as, you know, and that all those who~, say .we should 'cut,'mor:e be as . 
. speci,tic'asI have been., .. , (Applausel.. ) ')"'; . ' ,",.' ',,' ',' .; , '. . ,\., 

" 

. , . .- . ,;. , . 
...,~..,:'ib',<'~~::.'" ,;";~' ... ","".' ""';.< I '-"',;" ·~.t. '•. ,.~,' ,~. ,J,_. ..t,. 

. ,,' -,,': .,,' ,:Final'ly, let 'me', ,sayt,o~',iny "friends ':cin.:.both.side:s' -:af.,the',.'; :,! 

,aisle,. it ..is',,n9t,, enough ,'siniply to .. cut ,:gover:n:ment/' we have,:t;:o.>rethtnk"'..' ,;, ," , 

,thewhole'wayit works. ", When 'IbecamePresid,ent ,I.wasamazed",at just·.: ,'., '," 


, ,the·w,ay"o:the;,Wh,ite' House' ,:worked ,,'.in ;'ways.;:,;bhat:,. 'added ;'l6ts':ofh moneYf,·"to , .. ·v;:.t?:-..~;;'or, \"tr;''')~':',·, "" 

w~a:t ,taxpaye,rs, had to pay ~- outmoQrdways ~ that didn't take max,tmum,··" ' 
advantage of" technology ,and', didn't <do things that· any, business' would ' " 

.. ".', ,," ,I ,', '. 
:p.ave 'done, years ago to sav.etaxpayers " money. ' 

.8,0' I '~ant ',to brf.ng, a new spi,rit'Of innovation into ~ver; 
• J • • ,<' ~. .! 

government department. 'I want ',:to' pUsh, educatl:onreform, as, I sal:d, " 
.' - . - . I, '. ' " •. - ,not Just to spend more money, but to reallY'l:mprove le~rnl:hg. 'Some, ' 

'things work and some' things don,/t: ",We ought to b.esubs:Ldizing, the ' 
'things that 'work and discouraging t~e things that~on't.. 'Ird'like to 
,'use that superfuI:ld to clean up, pollut~cin, for a change.' and not. just 
,pay l~wyers~(Applal:1se.) . , " , , 

\, ' f', 

. ' , In-' the afte~ath of' all' the difficulties 'with the' , , 
,savings and loans; we must 'use fede~al bimk reguiators te:, protect the 

security and safety, of' our finaricia'l, institutions', but they shqul,d ' 

not,b~ used to, continue, the, credit'crurlchimd tost.op'people fr'pm 

making sensible loans. ' ,(Applause.):, ' , " ... ",,' " ' 


:,,', , " " ... " " ,I,' , ' '., ' " 

, I'd like for'us to; not ionly have welfc;tre'refo~ but,to 
"reexamine the whole fQcu~, of allp,f ,our programs tllatljelp'people: to,' / 

shift them from entitlement,programstQ empowerment 'programs. 'Inthe 

end we want people, not to need' us ar)ynlore.. ,.,I thinJC tllat's important.' 

(Applause.)"',,' 


I", ' , 

, ,rBut' in the, end wei 'have ito get:qack to the de'ficit. For 

years there's been a ,l<;>tof talk about it"fbut very few"cr~dible, : 


'j, 
i .. 

" ' 
, ,: 



t , 

i ' 

,efforts' ,t.o dealwith'!t. A~d now I understand ,wl).y" having dealt with ' 

phe real number!?,fo:t;:",'four,weeks. ,(Laughter.) But I, believe'this 


'plan does, -- ,'it tackies the budget :deficitse:t~otlsly and over the, ~' 
,lon,g-t'erm~,', It puts in place oneo~' the):>iggest,'deficit reduc::tions' • , 
'and ohe of the biggest chariges in federal pribrities'from.consumption 
to'investment in the~ history 'of,',:th~scountry at the 'same time /ov~r,
tl1e next four years.' ! ' , " " " ," ,:.., 

/ '., I 

L~tme' ;"ayto ali the 'peop:te watching uS,,'ton'ight, who' 

~illask, me these, que's~ions' beginn:i;ng tomorrow as, I go" arourid the,' 


, country and' who've apked it in the,pas,t, we're not cutting ,the" ), 
deficitju~t becaus~,/expertssay' it's' the thing to do 'or because, it " 
has some intrinsi'cmerit. We have "to cut the deficit because "the 

I ~. .' I, . . , , . ' . . ;. 

more we spend paY1ngoff the 9-ebt, :the, less, tax'dol,lars we have to , 
,invest in jobs and education and the futur~ of: this 'country~, And the" , 

more money we 'take out of' the·, pool pf ava11c;tble savings ,the: harder, ' 

~t, is for people in the, ,private ~ec1=-0r t'o, borr~w money at affordable:' , 

1nterest rates, fora college loan i:or the1r, ch11dren;: ;for a home " 


, , mortgage, or to start :a new busines~.;'.t ' .\ ",j , " , , 

, That's' why we've got tb 'reduce the debt .b'ecau~~it 'is, 

crowding 'out other activities'",thatwe ought, 'to be engaged in ,and tliat' 

,the American ,p~6ple ,ought' to beeng~gedin~, ,(Applause.) ':we" cut 'the , 

defici-t so"that,Qur children ,will be~able,to buy ,a home, so that o,ur 


,companies can ,irivest lin the, future and in ,retraining ,thei,r w,orkers i' ' 


'so that" our'government can' make ,the; kinds' ,of investmeH1ts we need ,to ' 

,be a, st:r:opger ,andsmarte~ and safer: nation.' ' .',"',' - ":,,, 


, .1 _ ' 

, , .' '. . . "j " , .. (--' \' ",'J 

, ,If",we don,'t 'act., ,now,' you and I migh.t note, even 'recognize ,,', '. , '" 
this:government,lo year's,from,nqw." IIf'we,just 'stay"with 'the' sall'!~ ,,', 

"treJ;lds,of. the ,last, ~our:,yearsl :by:, the end of.. the;,de'¢ade.:1:he deficit, "',.:: "', \., 
,wilLbe, $63S:,biilion.,a ,year.," al,most'\'So percento'f'.'Qur' '9',:f'O'ss'domestic.'t'" ,,' I'.,,:,' :"C' ~', 
ppodu¢t~ '. And ,paying, ,inte'rest"on,,:tn.~t'/debt,wl.ll,'be-:thE{ :cos'tliest.'"" - ," ,>'~::, 

i,:....gqy,ernment :, pr6,grain,,-of;.,;a'11;'~;' ,'" We!,l"l';, 'st-i';)i;l ,"be' ,;the-";world~;s~~:~Hirgest:; ,";"\' ,'" .<''::[','',f ' " 

'debtor. Al1d when ',members of9ongre~s come he;re, they"IT be-'devoting 

over .20 cent,s' on the dollar to, interest paymeQts, 'more,thanlialf of'''', 

the budget tq health' care'and,tootqer entitlements. And you'll come 


, here ahd deliberate:, ~ndargue ,over si~' or"seven 'dents on 'the dollar,' 

,no matter what America's'proble;ms ar:e." , I' 


, , 

",,' ' '" We will not be' able ;t~ lhave the independence' we' need to 

cha'rt the future that we must.' ,And 'we'll be terribiy dependent on' 

,foreign.' funds for a large ,portion of our investment.,', ",' , 


""" 

This b,udgetpl~n by con'trast Will,' by 199,7> cut'$140' '''', 

billion in that "year alone from, the, :deficit. ,A 'real spending cut;,: a . 

real revenue incre~se,," ,a 'real,' de~ici;t reduction, using "the, ' 

independerit 'numbers ,of the tohgressi,onal Budg~t Office~ ,(Laughter.), 


. Well i you' can laug,h, my fellow. Republicans, but I ~ 11 point' out', that 
the, ~on';rr~ssibnal Budget Office waspbrma,lly 'more conservative in ,i 
what-was going t,o happen and ,closer to right than previous 'PresJdents,' 
have been.' (Applaus'e.),' ': ' ' ' " 

, 
; 

I did thisso:that ,we cbuld'argue about priorities with, 

the same set. of/numbers., ,I did thisi'so~ tl1at no one could 'say I was 

estimating my ,way out of this, difficulty. I did. t~is because if we , 

,can 'agree 'together on the "most prudeflt revenues~ we're ',likeJ,.y to get,', , 
'if the repovery ,s,tays, and we'do r'ightthin,gs: economica~ly, then it,," 

will turn out better for, the American people th,an we,'say than" the 

last 12 ,years. "Because there were ,~~fferences over ,the revenue:' 


, ,, 
, J 



';' 

e,~timat'es, you and 'I know that bot'h parties ·were. given ,gr'ea~er elbpw 
rOOln for irresponsibility." This i~, tightening the' reiri on the 


'Democrats,as well' as ,the Republicans. Let's at least. argue about, the 

· same set· of' numbers so th,e ,Alnericari peQPb~ wil~ thinK we're keepin~ 

straight"'with them., (Applause.') ',' ,', '" ;' . , 

. ' 	 ,i, 

, J"I '.; • 	 ' '.','" 

As I, said earlier, my';recommendationmakes more than ,150 ' 
· difficult reductions to cut· the federal ,spending by a: total of $246 

billion~ ',Weare eliminating programs that are .no longer ne'eded, such 

as' nuclear power resea:r:ch'and deveLopment.· (Applaused, We're" .' 

slashing subsidies,and canceling-wasteful projects. But.many\ of 


.. these programs.: were:. justified"in t~e:irtime" and a I.o,t of· :them~ are 

,d~f,ficultf6r me to recommend'reduc,tions iri., 'Some 'really" tough ones .' 


for me pei:sonally~ , ,.' . ",! . 

/ 	 ", ' ' 

~, 

I recommend ·that :we r~duce "interest subsidies to the .. 
. 'Rural, inect'ric Admini'stratiqn.,, 'Tha:t '-s: adi~ficult th,ingforme to , 
· recoimnerid. ,But ',I think 'that Icann'ot.'. exempt the thing-s'that exist in', 

. 	 • .,' .'. I·, " ... '" . .' _' . my state,. 'or ~n my exper~enc~,' ~f· T. ask you t9dealw~th th~ngs ,'that 
• are difficult for you,to,d'eal,w,ith~: We,'re going ,to, have to Ihav~ no 

\sacred cows except .the fundamental abidinginterest,of the American 

,peopl~. " (Applause.) . .' ' , ! 

' 
' ,.'.". ',,' . " " 

" 

I. l1ave, to :=.;ay· that, we ~li know our government, 'has ,been 
· jtist great at b:uilding program!S.' ,The time 'has come to show the ' 
Americ,an pepple that we can.. limit ,tpem,too;that.: we, can not only I' ' 

start things" ·that we can 'actually stop things.; : (AppHlUSe,. )"::' " 
r, 	 .', . • • 

" , ",.' "\ , , 1 ~, • 1 • . ,'II ,..' . I'.," ,\ 

.:'1U>C?ut '.the"defeI')~e ,budgt9t, ,I' ra~se,ia'hope.and 'at::a~t~on. 1 ':,.' ...' .. 

'".,. .. ,' ',~.., As, ,w,erestruc,tureour,mj,.litary forces ,to meet: the new; threats of the '. ..:, 

, , , 'i . ." , :~' \ ;. post~colcl. :w~i~,~orld; \ it" cis true, tha~we .. c~n<responsibl'Y"reduce.our",' , 
.,' 4ef~nse. budget. '0: . Ahd we ,may ....:all;, doubtwhat~.that,'range !of' ,ri:!dupti-ons' '<. • , ~. ,'.,' ,,- " , "'" • 

"is .:.But, let me, ,sayt:.nat af?'long "as II, am, :President, I,:·will do' , ,'. " 
'. "rev~l:ythipg!:I~.\c.a.nf"to ,'Ina~e,.':f?ure,.,that·~the.:;.meri",a-ndii:~;w()nieil'~who:serVe'under' 
·	the American ' F·lag,. 'wil.],.,, remain the best':'"trained~i the .,best-prepared, . 

thebes~-equipj;;e.dfighting force,' in, the' world.' And ~every one ,or you 

'should, mak~ that solemn 'pledge.. westill'hav,e responsibilities,


, ,. ! . " , . ' . '. . 

around the worltl. . We aretbe ,world r,~' orily superpower ~ "This is still 

a'dangerousand uncertain,tim~o'Andwe owe it ,to 'the people in 

uniform to'make, Sure that we adequately/provide,for'the,nat±onai 


~ dfafense and for ',their. inte,rest~ and!ne~ds.~ -,' (J\pplause,.) . " , 

, ..... 	 '' 

'j " ,',. '.' ",: :" .". ,;. . .:. ,', 1" 


" . Backed, by, an e.ffect~ve j nat~onal,' de'fense and a stronger , 

'economy, ,our nation will be prepared to' lead a world'challenged -- as 

it is everywhere -7 by et~nic '-'confl~ct, by the proliferation of ," ' 

weapons of mass destruction, by , the;global' democratic'revolution'.and 

by cJia]lengesto :the'health of our global environment~' '. ,':,'.' 


'. ," '. 1 " 

'; 

" I .know 'thi~ 'economic plan ,is' ainbitiou~,' but, I, hOllestly , 

, bel~eve it Is nec,essary' for 'the cont.inu'ed greatness oftJie united' 

, s'ta:tes ~' , And, I thinkit is paid, f,or ,fairly; first by ,c;:utting , 

government, then by'''as~ing themost;of those, who benefited tpe most 

in 'the past,anq by asking more lUne:r;-icans to contriputetoday.sothat

all of us :can', prosp~r t~mo·rrow. ;l " . , .' . . ' 


" ,,',. , " ,'I' " ,:' ' ,,':' '", , 

, ' ' For the wealthiest -- those ,earning, m017e 'than, $180, 000 

'per y/aar .:..- 'I a.sk you all who'are'l.j.stening tonight to support 'a 

raise in the, top rate for' federal inc;:ome, taxes ,from, 31 to 3'6 percent. 

(Applause.) We recomm~nd ·a, ,10. perc~nt' surtax O:n, incomes oyer' . 

$250., 000 ayear-~ (apP,Iause)' -~,an9 we, recommelld closing: . : 

, ,\' 	 I 



I 
,! ' . 

I' , ' I 
some, 190pholes, that'let some people get, a:w~y without paying any tax 

,'at all'«Applause •. ) . ' ' .. 
\ I"' 

For busine~ses, w'ith t~xabl~ incomes in •.excess. of $'1'0 . 

millionwe recominend a raiseinth~ cQrPo~ate t~x rate'(3.lso to'36 . .'.' 

percent, as well as a cut in the,d~duction for_busines~ el1tertainment 

expens'es. .(Applause.) . Our plan 'seeks to, attack tax 'subsidies, that, 


· .actually reward, companies, more .·for •shutting ·tneir .operations· down" 
. here, and: moving them ,aversea's tnan 'far' staying .here .aIid reinvesting

i11 America. (Applause.) . i '. . '.' , ' . .' 
I " " 


, . , ", 'I. '. '!. ' , , 

,T say' "that:' as s.ameane :wha believes that American 


campanh;s should. be freetai~vest ;arc;>un,~: th~ w<?rld '(3.rtdi,~S a ;fonner 

gavernar wha, act~vely saught. J.nvest;ment .of fareJ.gn,' campanJ.es .J.nmy .' 

state, 'but ,the taxcade shauld nat;express a preference.ta' American 


,companies;,~a'r' maving· samewhere Ehs~.· .And .it daes in .particular : ca;::;es 

taday.. (Applause. ) , , .' . . 

". • 'i, : \.' , ' !.' r : ;'" • ," 

. I . . .' .' I," 

"We will' se'ek ta. ensur~,thatthraugh'effective tax", . 
enfarcementfareigncarparatians Wlla.damake maney In America. simply 

. ,. 

pay the sante taxes: that 'American cO:nipallies make an the .same- incame... · 
(A~plause. ) .' j' . 

. , '., .' I·· , .', '( .. ' . 
-' To mJ.ddl'e·class Americ.ans wha h'avepaid a ,great deal far', 


the .lasti2years and 'fram :whom :1' alsk a 'cantributian. tonight, I will . 

say again as! did on, Monday night,'ya\i're riatgoing. alone anymore', 

yau,'re certi:linly nat ,gaing' first a:ri~'yaulre n9tgaingta pay, l'narefar 


'. less as you have taa .often in the,.past.. ,-' , 
. I . ". ' 

, , ., •. ' ',' , : ~ . :' _ . " : .' " : I" . ." ,..... ',", . 

" . ',:" :'" .,'.' ,;. <.I'.,want, ,ta.emphasize tne ,factsaboub'thisrplan:'. 98'.8 '. '" 
t. 'percent'. '.of ':AI,ile'r,ica,' s "families .. will,p.ave:na>increase~ i,il· ,thedl: : incame " '.,' .,,;( .:", , 
:·:.tax,~rates.~,;;...{applause') -r--::- 'only(1.;2j;'pe.rcent a,t'the;·top.,',·Letme be";':; ."I"~ , "., 

,(clear;: ;, 'The+,e will' alspbe, na .'new:;c4ts· '.iri"benefit's 'far ,. Medicare'~ ....•. ,:. . ' .. '...., . 
::;..(Ap.p,laus~.,.);:,~~·'.As :,:we,·m6v.e':.-toward·;,.,the.·/fau:r:.t.h,;Ye~r-i:;·w.i~th;:the·.e~plas,iQn.,j:n'J;I"''.~·::' ,;",::;.:,"" 

health.care·c'asts,,··as·I ~aid,· praj'ecteq..· 'ta:,accaunt';.f9r 50 percent of" ."1 .... 
the graWth, of the deficit bet~een how ·an(i>the,year 2000; there' must . 

· be. planned cuts in paymentsta'>prav~ders -'-ta dactors, t,a haspitals~ , 
: to labs -- ~s a. way' .of . cantralling ,heal·th . care casts. . But I see . '. '. 
the.se .only. as a stap-gap until we can refarm the entire health 'care' . 

system. If'yau'll help. me da 'that, we can be\.fair ta the praviders 

.and. ta the.. cQnsumers .of , health care ~ . (Applause.), : 
, 

., ' . . \" . "". \ " . -', 
, I.' 

., .... ' Let, me' repeat;:. this" be~auseI· knawlt matters to a lat 

a'fyau an bath. sidE!s .of the', a'isle ..'. This plan'dae$ nat make a .' 
 I . 

" , 'recammendat'ian' for new cuts in Medi¢are benef~ts far.any·beneficiary. 
.Secandly, th~ .only ch~nge we ate making. in Saci,al Security is arie , 

that has already been. publicized,. , ,The pl'andaes ask alder· AI1lericans 

with higher incames whada not.·rlalytsalely a'n'sacial Security ta get 

by ta cantribut~·mare. This plan wilt nat affect the' SO 'percent .of 

Social Security recipients wha do not pay '·taxeson sacial Security 

naw.· 1?hasewhci 9..0 .'not pay tax an S0cial Secur~ty now will nat be ' ' 

affected by this plan.: , .
1 , 

l. 'J 

'.. 

. Our. plandaes include ~ braad-based. tax' an energy. Arid ," 
, .' ~ , I . • , • 

' 
j

I want ta .tell' yau why I selected, tI,1is and why I t:hihk it.' s a .. gaad, 

:idea. ,I reqammend .that we adopt a ,I;3Tl!.tax· p~ the hea~ cantentof·' 


I' energy as. thebes.t way t() pra\'.ideti~ with' reve.nue ~a lawer the .. 
· deficit because. it. ~lsacambats pallutian, pramotes epergy 
'efficiency, pramates .the Indeperider6e .¢canamically of 'this cauntry, 
as w.eli as helpingt;:o'· reduce, the debt, 'and because it d~es not . . 

I, 

..I 

http:Ap.p,laus~.,.);:,~~�'.As
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http:fareJ.gn


.', 

. ' ',,,, .", ' • ~l ' . • " ' I " , , 

,discriminate against any area ~- unlike '~,. carbon tax that's not too 

hard on ,the coal s~a'tes ~ 'ul)like' a' gas. tax 'that's:not too tough on 


, people who drive '~, long way to wor*:unlike an ad valorem ',tax :it . 

doesn't 'increasej\lst when the' pr'ige,of an :energy i sou.rce:goes up. , 

:And it is environmentally .responsible. It, w.ill help us, in the future 

as well as ,in the present with the.;deficit,,~ > (Applause.} , ' 


, ' , .. ., , " ", . . . 
! 

, , ,Taken,togeth~r "these' ':rileasures wili ,cost an American 

,family with' an' income of about, $40 )'000 a year less than '$17 a month., 

'It will cost American familieswitl). incomes .under $30 ;'000 nothing, 

because of'otber programs we propo~e --,principally tho~e raising the 


,earned in60me~ tax', credit ~ , ' . " , " ','" 

" . 

" . Bec;::auseof our PUbliciy-st'a:ted deteimina:tion to r~d~ce 

the deficit, if we do ,these things,',:w:e will see, the; continuation of 


-,;what.'s happened"justs'incethe 'elecltion. 'Just, s~ncetb,e election, 
, sihcethe Secretary ,of: the Trea~urY"the Director of, ,the o~fice' of: 
'Managem~nt and ,Budget ,and, others ' wqo have begun, to speak'out ppblicly 
in favor of' a' tough deficit reduction plan, interest :rateshave i 


pontinued" to fall.. long-term.: Thabimeans that, for the middle 'class, , ' 

'who,will paY"something,more,(3aoh ;month" if they; had any credit :needs,' 


, , ' , ' f,' , , 
,or demal)ds' their, inc;::reasedenergy costs will ,be more' than" offset by' ' 

,lowe:.; interest costs for' mortgag~s ,1, consumer. loans, credit ,Cards. I': . 


This can be a wise investment, for them arid their 'country now. ,',

,(Applause'.) ,.' , , ': ' . , I' " 

.... " I', 

I ,would, also point out wh.at the' American people already " 

, know, ,and ,that is, because we're a :big, vast country where we driva' 

long, distances ,we have.ina,intained;.:ka.r:low~r l:>urdenson energy. than ,: 

, . any. ,otb,er, \advanced. ,', country.',· ~'Wewil;l ,s:ti1l' .have :fa~, '.lower' ',burdens;, on -;'''',i • .• ' 
'",en~rgy, th,an,:any' otller,adVancedcoun'try." ,'Ana.:t;.hese:will.bEL spr~ad'~,,-.' !" 

," ,fairly,)with,rea:l, attempts ,to . make' ,isure.'that:;nor:cost,;;is.,-imposed.:on" ";,' ,c,' , 

,'famil,ie~ ··with. incomes, under .'$30"000,,,and, that ,the<cost$'ar¢ very,' ,.: " ,I'i, : i ,! •• 

:"'modes:t.,:.u:r:rt-i-l;:¥ou~,;get,intolr.:thef.;highe:r);:,income",g.r,oups:,wher:e ..,the.:dnc:ome;:~"i'(' 
" .taxes ~ trigger .in• .", '" ", :,',-: " , \ : ' 

, , ' Now, , (:t ask: all of you~o con~'i'der th'ls:' : Whatever you, 
think ,of ,th/?,tax program,,' whatever you think of'the spending cuts,' , 


,consider th'ecos:t, of not changi~g ~ ; Remember ,the nUnlbersthat you' al'l" 

'know., If we jue;;t keep on doing what we're doing, by the end of the ' ' 


decade we'll have a $650.~bill~on-a~Year deficit.'Ifwe just keep on ' 

doing what we're doing" ;,by tlle end pfthe, decade, 20 "perqent, of Q,ur 

national income, will go to, health care, every year' -- twice' a-s niuch as' ., , 


, any, other country on the, face "of the ,globe. ' ' If 'we just, keep "on qoing 

what ,we're doing, over ,20 cents on the dollar will have'to go: ,to


"serVice th~i:r deb,t. " , '" ,,' , , " ' 
i ' 

, Unless 'we have the courage now~to st.art building 
" 

'our 
future and, stop borrowing from it; lwe're condemning ourselves to 

,years of stagnation interrupted by occasional' recessi,ons.,· to' ,slow
, growth in jobs, to 1)0 more growth ip income, to 'more debt,~, tomol;'e ~, 
,disappointment. ' Worse less-- unl~ss' we 'change ,unless' we increase 
investment and reduce ,the debt,. to r,aise productivity so ;thatwe can' 
. . ,. • . I • " •. , • . 
generate both Jobs~nd ,,1ncomes ", we, w1ll be condemn1ng our ch1ldren 

andou,r children's chil~ren to a ,iefser life 'than we enjoyed. ' 


, " 

, Once Americanslooked'~orwai:'dto, doubling their' liv:ing
'standards every ,25 years. , At present productivity rates,,'jit will 


; take 100, years'to doublelivirig ~tandatds, ,until 'our ,grandchildren's 

grandchildr~n ' are born : 't' say that: .is, too ,long to wai,t.,', (Applause .. )


i ,", . 



" ( . , ' 

1 
i-' .~ l , 

I 
,. 

" ,'. I,. " ,i ,..' l " ,. '. 

, Tonight the American peopreknow,we have to 'change., But 
,they're 'also liJ.ce,iy to ask metom'orrow and ,all of youfor:the weeks 

and months 'ahead whether,we' have the' fortitude toniake the ,changes 

happen in the :d..ght: way. They know that ,as soem'as ~ ',leave this ' 

Chamber and, you go home, various itaterest groups will be out in force 


,lobbying, against this 'or,,'that' pit;!ceofthisplan. 'And that the 
, forces 'of conventional ,wisdoinwill,i!:offer' athous~nd reasonsi 'why we 

, well ought to, do this, but we jus:t 'can't do it,. 
, \ \' , '. , 

, '. ',' . I. ' _. '. ". '0, , . '. ' 

" ' Ou:r; people ,w~ll ~e wa~ch~ng and wo~der~ng, not to see 

, whether ,you,disagree, with me on., a"p'articularissue ,e but just to see 


'whether ,thi,s, isgoit:lg to' be business' as, usual or areal ,new, day. ' 
Whether we,' re all goinq to conduct :ourselves as if 'we 'know' we 're ,i -'. 

working 'for them.' We 'must, scale the walls of: the:people's; , 
,'! .' .' • " ' ' '. , " ,'; I'. _ ' \ . ,
skept~c~sms';, not 'w.L,t.h' our words ~u~ :w~tp our deeds. '(Appl:au.s~~) 

I . ',' \./ 

" '",' After so many, years of: gridlock!' aI)d,' indecision,~a~ter so' 
many, hope'ful begin,nings ,and, so.. few ipromising' results, ,the',: American 
people are going to be harsh in their judgments, of' all, "of us if" we 
fail to seize this moment.: " , 

" ,f ~ :' 

, " This ,economic plancan:'t please everybody. If: the 

package,is pick~d ~part, there will: be something that will langer e~ch, 

,of us, won't please 'anybody. But if ~t is, t,aken 'as a, whole, 'it 'will " 


,'help all of us.' ,,''\ 
I" • 

, \ ' 
,', . 

" ,So, I as~ you,~~l to .be<;JinbY resi,~~ing.,tlle,t~mptationto

focus only ona partl:cular':spend~ngf,cut youdbn'tll.ke or some , ';' 


\,.' 
:;1 pa~ti,cular, ,im';estment·,thaj:, ,wasn,'.t,'m~de.' 'And~nobody:;likes, the,tax, .' ' " '''. :', 

incr,eal?es,-: but ,.let' so'·just 'face fact~~,',For20' y,ears, ,'tllrough'"" "" ,0:< 
,,'administrations 'of, both ,.parties, , incomes: have, :stalled',"anadebt· has;" ):' "',':> """ " ",~,:'-;. 
, exploded,':and,productiv,ity"ha~' not'grown,as 'it:"sh6uld~~'~~'wecannot:, ,,' ' ; ',"'-;'" 
:, ;'denY>·;the~;·ireal&ty,., o~)'c:>ur,:"c0ndition'~' r'~ii'we':'hav~'go:t.' ,to.":p.lay,,·the'i heuid: wE7';""f~""'c ""'C""-,';' 

,were dealt, and play ~1; as best we :can ~ , (Applause. l '," "", , " ,', / 

,My feilo~ AIiter~cai1s', t~e test: oi this piat;lcann<;>t . '\ .J. ' 

what'is in it for ine, it has go~1=-o'i be what is in it for ,us. ". 
(Appli:ulse.)" , , 

i 
., ' .':' 

I", If we work' hard and if ;wework ,together,', if, we 
, , \

rededicate ou~seives to creating jobs,' to rewarding work, to' 
"strengthening our 'families, to reinventing oUr government, we,;can'
"lift our' countries fortu'nes 'again. ' I" - '" " ,', ' , 

'. /' " • .' • ", I 

, ," ",Tonight" I "ask eyeryon~inthis Ch~mbe:t and every', 

American to -loo,k simply into your h~art~',t6 spark your ,own hopes, to, 


, . .' . . . . ., ;/'" ',' .
f1re your own ~mag~natl:-on~',There ~s s~ mUc:h good, so much " , 


'possibility, so much excitement in,'this country now, that .if we act 

. ,,!,- ,..• .

,boldly' and hOI1estl:y, 'as, ,leaders' sho~ld, our legacy 'w~ll be one of " 

pr,osperity and progress.'" This must ,be America's'new direction,. Let , 

, 

\ 

, 


us su:m:riton the courage to' seize it;' , 

, ' "-',:, " ,: '. . 

! • '.' {,\

Thank you.' ,GOd'bless A;merica,~ ,(Applause.)' 
. ~ 

END 10: 10 P.M.~STJ, 
, ,

" 
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'j 
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