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etings to everyone gathered in our nation’s capital for
al training conference and exposition of the National
Enforcement Association.

now, we cannot tolerate the crisis of unpaid child support

y. Our first responsibility is to our children, but too
in America still walk away from that obligation. Working

p at the local, state, and federal level, we have waged
ted campaign .to make deadbeat parents llve up to their
and we are making progress. Thanks to tougher laws,
cated tracking, and powerful new collection tools, we've

ivcreased chilld support collections by 68 percent in the last flve

almost a million and a half more children are receiving
Our new national database for identifying deadbeat

s state lines found more than cone million delingquent

st the first nlne months of operation.

beat Parents Punlshment Act of 1998, which I signed into
nth ago, deals with child support evaders in the most
From now on, if parents flee across state lines and ;

child support, they may be charged with a federal offense
kil for as long as two years. And, on July 16, I was
gn into law the Child Support Pertormance and Incentlve
which will reward states for their performance on a wide.
thild support goals, put into place additional tough
states that fail to automate their child support systems
make it easier for states to secure medical support for
hses in which the non-custodial parent has private health

se and other successful child support initiatives, we

eal difference for our nation’s most vulnerable chlldren
As members of NCSEA, you can be proud of your role in

f achievement. 'But we can and must do more. The imple-.

tough but fair child support enforcement is integral

and as we

I'm grateful for your hard work

ﬁng toward this goal,
F involvement.

hes for a productlve training conference and continued
ur efforts.
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