Cynthia A. Rice - . 01/05/98 02:30:37 PM

[
Record Type: Record

. To: Cathy R. Mays/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: Letter from Senator Feinstein

_Happy New Year and welcome back!

| |
fein1204.wp | had emailed Bruce this draft on 12/4 with the note b‘elov‘v, but never got a response.’
S‘hould | put it on letterhead and send it over with the incoming for him to look at? '

-

As you may recall, Senator Feinstein raised the idea of a six month moratorium on child support
penalties when she met with the President on crime issues in September, and then she
subsequently sent him a letter. | wanted to wait until the end of the session to reply to her.... and
finally I've drafted the attached. | think similar language can be used in replies to Rep. Clay Shaw
(who sent a letter to the President arguing against Feinstein) and to the LA County Board of
Supervisors (who sent a letter making the same argumehts as Feinstein). Please comment on this
version, and then | will send a revised copy with the incoming letters tg you via Cathy. :


http:ein1204.wp

| Décember 4, 1997

United States Senate ' ,
Washington, DC 20510. . (M ‘ ,

* Dear Senator Feinstein, . ’ : M JL&M '

Thank you for sharing your proi)osal for a six month moratorium on the penalties for

states that failed to have effective child support enforcement automated systems in place by
October Ist. :

Senator Disnne Feinste?n | - P{( S ) — /b St\a/w

States have had nine years to develop these computer systems,.and although some states
have not met the current deadline, we do not plan to extend it further. Having statewide child
support computer systems in every state is essential for the implementation of the tough, new
child support enforcement rules enacted last year as part of welfare reform.

We do, however, believe that the current law, which requires us to withhold all federal

child support funds when a state misses the deadline, will undermine efforts to collect child.
“ support for needy families. Thus, we plan to accept Congressman Clay Shaw's invitation to work
~ to devise new legislation which will create an additional set of penalties for states that have not
‘put in place these critical statewide computer systems. This will ensure that states have strong
financial incentives to get their computer systems in place while not hurting overall child support
collection efforts by denying all federal funds unless absolutely necessary. We expect new
Ieglslatton to be enacted before any state completes the appeals process.

. We look forward to working with you to improve our child support enforcement program.

Sincerely,

. Bruce Reed
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

ce: Representaﬁve E. Clay Shaw, Jr.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

p

September 26, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED

FROM: .SUSAN BROPHY
’ LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: - PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Enclosed please find a copy of the letter that was sent to the
President from Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) .

I do not believe this 1etter requires a Presidential response at

this time. Please review the attached material aggmggspond

directly to the-Member&sL_ofﬂCongressﬁ@”PLeg \' e ~a copy—of— 5
K:the response to Chris Walker, Offlce of Leglslatlve'Af%%&rsrm___vﬁ

%ﬁ

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you
have any questions, please feel free to call Chris at 456-7500.

Enclosure
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DIANNE FEIRSTEIN
CALIFORNIA

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

- United States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504
(202) 224-3841

September 15, 1997 |

The Honorable William J. Clinton ’ -
‘The White House -' . SEP19r2:09
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue ' ' :
‘Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing you on an urgent matter that will have a devastating impact on -
California and at least 11 other states. California and 11 other states are facing an
October 1, 1997 Child Support Enforcement System automation deadlme imposed by the
1988 Famxly Support Act.-

The 1988 Act and the 1996 Welfare reform require all states to have a child
support enforcement system automation plan. ready and certified by HHS by OCtober 1,
1997 as part of the state plan requlrement for rece1v1ng TANF funds
As you may know, HHS has indicated that only 16 states have currently been
- certified and 22 states might be certified by December 1997. Twelve or more states,

including California, will not meet the October 1, 1997 deadline or be certified by
December 1997 and as a result could potentially lose all their TANF funds and the state's
child support program funds.

- Complete shut down in welfare and child support funding for 12 or more states
would have a nationwide impact since 30% of all child support cases are interstate
collection cases. This means children in Kansas or Georgia will not be able to get child
support from fathers in California or Pennsylvania.

I urge you to support a temporary six month moratorium on the penalties imposed
on all states who fail to comply with the system requiremeént allowing Congress to find
a more permanent solution within that time. The 6 month moratonum amendment should
be part of the Labor, ‘HHS Appropnatlons Blll or a CR o

FRESNO OFFICE: LOS ANGELES OFFICE: SAN DIEGO OFFICE: - SAN FRANGISCO OFFICE:

1130 "0 Srresr 11111 Santa Mosica Buvo. 750 "B Sheer ' . , 525 Marxet Streer
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The Honorable William J. Clinton
September 15, 1997
- Page 2 .

FY98 will be the first full year of welfare reform implementation and due to the
- Child Support Enforcement System deadline, welfare reform implementation will be in
jeopardy since so many states will not get their TANF funds under the penalty. Millions
of families and children in all the states who rely on TANF and clnld support for survival
wxll be impacted by these penalties. ,

.. -- For California, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $4 billion
dollars.

- ---For-South-Dakota;-loss-of-TANF-and- Chl]d support-funds- amount t0~$25—mlllron—~~ ~—--;—-—~
'fi-oll“lg;sNew Mexico, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $129 million |

| fi_olll%? Hawaii, loss of TANF and Chlld support ﬁmds amount to $ 113 nulhon
51-0111“?;: lllmoxs loss of TANF and chlld support funds amount to $654 million
fl-ogz;SOhlo, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $836 mrlllon dollars.
--- For Maryland, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $274 million

-d-ogiithchlgan loss of TANF and chlld support funds amount to $857 million
(-i-OIIlj:)rrs Nevada, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $62 million
: fl-ng;;sl’ennsslflvama loss of TANF and child support ﬁmds amount to $794 mllhon
: fi-QlTlil)f'Stho District of Columbia, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to
$100 million dollars :

| belleve that 1 1mposmg extraordinary financial penalties on states that fail to meet
this deadline will not hasten the development of workable systems but will result in
~ harming the very people for whom the 1988 Family Support Act and the 1996 Welfare
Reform were designed to serve. - .
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The Honorable William J. Clinton
September 15, 1997
Page 3 - :

1 hope you will support a temporary 6 month moratonum on the penalties and 1

" look forward to working with you in improving our child support program that would

better serve our famlhes and chlldren in Cahforma and the Nation.

| Slncerely yours,

~ United States Senator



States Senate

ON, DC 20510-0504
iAL BUSINESS

The Honorable William J. Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington D.C. 20500
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. DYANNE FEINSTEIN
o "CAUFORNlA

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504
’ (202) 224-3841

September 15, 1997

The Honorable William J. Clinton
The White House -

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Ry

Dear Mr. President:

] am writing you on an urgent matter that will have a devastating impact on
California and at least 11 other states. California and 11 other states are facing an

October 1, 1997 Child Support Enforcement System automation deadlme imposed by the

FRESNO OFFICE:
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1988 Famxly Support Act.

The 1988 Act and the 1996 Welfare reform require all states to have a child
support enforcement system automation plan ready and certified by HHS by October 1,
1997 as part of the state plan requirement for receiving TANF funds.

- As you may know, HHS has indicated that only 16 states have currently been
certified and 22 states might be certified by December 1997. Twelve or more states,
including California, will not meet the October 1, 1997 deadline or be certified by
December 1997 and as a result could potentlally lose all their TANF funds and the state's
child support program funds.

Complete shut down in welfare and child support funding for 12 or more states
would have a nationwide impact since 30% of all child support cases are interstate
collection cases. This means children in Kansas or Georgia will not be able to get child
support from fathers in California or Pennsylvama

[ urge you to support a temporary six month moratorium on the penalties 1mposed
on all states who fail to comply with the system requirement allowing Congress to find
a more permanent solution within that time. The 6 month moratorium amendment should
be part of the Labor, HHS Appropr:atlons Bill.or a CR.
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The Honorable Wllllam J. Clmton :

~ September 15, 1997

Page 2

FY98- will be.the first full year of welfare reform implementation and due to the -
Chiid Support Enforcement System deadline, welfare reform implementation will be in
jeopardy since so many states will not get their TANF funds under the penalty. Millions
of families and children in all the states who rcly on TANF and child support for survival
will be impacted by these penaltlcs ‘

- For California, loss of TANF and Chlld support funds amount to $4 bllhon
| -(-i-oll?]g;SSouth Dakota, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $25 million
5 *ii-olljsxr'sl\lew Mcx;éo loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $l29 million

fi-oll"irrs Hawaii, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to § 113 mxlllon
' ?—Olll“ i)rrs [llinois, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $654 million

fjl-oil?llr:;:sOl]xo loss of TANF and Chlld support funds amount to $836 million doliars.

-- For Maryland, loss of TANF and child. support funds amount to $274 million

Z—O:l%?rlechlgan loss of TANF and Chlld support funds amount to $857 million

ollars

-- For Nevada, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to $62 million :

dollars.

-- For Pennsylvania, loss of TANF and Chlld support funds amount to $794 mllllon
dollars.

-- For the District of Col umbia, loss of TANF and child support funds amount to
$100 million dollars

[ believe that imposing extraordinary financial penalties on states that fail to meet.
this deadline will not hasten the development of workable systems but will result in
harming the very people for whom the 1988 Family Support Act and the 1996 Welfare :
‘Reform were designed to serve. - .



The Honorable William J. Clinton

September 15,. 1997 . ‘ o AT BN
Page 3 o : ,

- I hope you will support a temporary 6 month moratorium on the penalties and I
look forward to working with you in improving our child support program that would
better serve our families and children in California and the Nation.

ited States Senator-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

FPacsimile from Diane Ikemiyashiro
Office of Presidential Letters and Messages

Voice: (202) 456-5519 FAX: (202) 456-5426
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"BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

383 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION / LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012

JOANNE STURGES, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

(213) 9741411

g e o

October 1, 1997

The President

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

#1002

72371

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

' GLORIA MOLINA
YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE

- IEV YARCSLAVYSKY
DON KNABE

- MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH

We are in support of Senator Dianne Feinstein's efforts to implement a

snx-month moratonum on t’he lmposrhon o{penaft‘es on states unaple {6

"~ “meet the deadline required by the 1988 Family Support Act and the
1996 Welfar e Reform “Bill, ‘fo’have an automated chlld suPport .

""*"*-‘"“enforcemen’t system in_place by October 1,1997.

Wh;le Los Angeles County has an automated system for collectmg child
support, the State of California has not finished implementing a Statewide
system. Furthermore, approximately eleven other states have not
implemented a Statewide system. The consequences of not having a
system in place could be the loss of all child support program funds and

Temporary Assistance For Needy Families (TANF) funds.

-

FEY P e
:J‘\;: i S
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The impact in California could total $4 billion. This impact on California,
and in particular on Los Angeles County would be devastating, and we

therefore urge and support a six-month delay of penalties on states
unable to meet this deadline.

Very truly yours v
ZEVYA OPLAVSKY
CHAIRMAN| -~ . - .
RICT

SUPERVYISPR, 3rd DI

%K/f%’

-

ONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE
RVISOR, 2nd DISTRICT

 BON KNABE MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
SUPERVISOR, 4th DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, 5th DISTRICT

0930-4.11
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| CuNIEd RaNGlL Mo L Septemiber 18, 1937

The Honorable William Chnton
The White House
Washington, D.C.- 20500

| Dear Ms. Prosident:

Turge you not fo follow advice given o you In a recent letter from scvcral Senators,
The letter encourages you {0 support delaying an October 1, 1997 deadline for states to '
_establish an approved automatic data system that is to serve as the control center of their -
child support enforcement program. As Chairman of the House Subcommittes with
jurisdiction over the child suppan program I oppose this recommendation. for severa!
~ reasons. ‘

Chs%d support enforcement is one of the most popular programs run by the federal and
state governments. [L.ast-year-it-collected-about:812:billlon-in:support-for America’schildren;
much of it for children in low-income single parent families Including mothers trying to .
escape welfare.-Pespitesuchlarge<ollections; Congress has belleved for many years that the
[program needs to-be-greatly-strengthened—Expertszestimate:that-a-highly-efficlent-system

. ‘could-collect-up:to-$50-billion- m—suppon:\‘mat Is one reason Congress made substantial
: changcs ln the progam in last ycar s welfarc reform law, : :

Ba.scd on hearings conducted aver me past sevoral years and extensive consu!tauon
with experts on the child suppont program, I think there is general agreement that the -

- backbone-ofithe-child-support-program-is-automatic data-processing. Indeed, the federal
government has now spent $2, 2 billion on thes¢ data systems; the states have spent an
additional $0.6 billion. And yet, again based on hearings and consultation with ¢xperts, plus
an excellent recent study from the U.S. General Actounting Office, the data systems in many
states remain deficient. Our best guess is that between 10 and 15 states are not going to meet
thc October i deadllne referred o above.

| szen this backgmund 1 would like you to consider the following issues. Fi"t%’t? |
Congress-has-already-delayed-the-deadline by two-ycarss Legislation passed overwhelmingly
in 1988 required the data systems to be completed by"Ottober=1,-1995. In 1994, because
states were having trouble with thelr new systems, Congress delaycd the deadlinc untit

October 1, 1997, 1 am uncomfortable-changing this:deadline-for-asecond tihe;-especially
gixgn_!gg;lg_yg!_gire.r»ources that-has-now-becn-poured-into-the data systems-and-thi “length-of>

' mmc*states tes-already. have b’fc?i‘gwcn to-meet-this-goal

d aazosys 0L 132035 L 40 IVI40-SHHT WON4  op il LE6T-8T~d35
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~ Response 1o Feinstein Letter on Child Support Daia Systems - | Page, 2

Second, 1 hope you wili reflect on ﬁa’e’}m,easa'gczvzc;%*ﬁwfiéﬁ‘d:taéiﬁe?ﬁaﬁ@‘m&ij&
delayingsthe-date> Consider the following headlines reflecting charges the media could make
against Congress: - *Congress Chooses States Over Poor Children”; *Congress Backs Down
on Promise to Penalize States for Not Collecting Child Support”; “Congress Slams Poor
Children — Again®; “Congress to Single Parcnts: Eat Cake®. If Waibelievethat- data.

- processingsisatherheariofichildisupportsenforeement o~ s most.of us do — and,if ye-have
alreadyrdelByed by-tworyears Uie-criginal-date- on*which Fstates st have effective dats
systems,z=.as.we-haye.~ how,can-we-in.good-conscience-delay-thes date again‘»" And if we do,

would any of these headllnes be unfalr?

ThirdsCongressiis-forever-forgiving penaltiesonatates. We establi sh program aftcr
program, set standards for states that accept federal dollars to meet specific program goals,
declare that “we really mean the penalties this time®, and then immediately exempt states
when they fail to perform adequately. Yet another redera performance of this sort willspush,
evenHarhens ntoRhe aure therday on which states belicve usswhenive-adopt _performange

seamlszbac....‘_.‘.iked by;ép.en;ait_x_as:?

Founh I\beheve,»there;mam panic-thansreason-in the feCOmmEndation (o dclay
tHeideadline. Although the deadline is October 1, 1957, cuife ,“‘ntgla,wgentaiwgumemus.

procedusal:requirements:that:will-delay-the-actua actual wnhholdmg ef funds:from_states: unii!"nemg
summer, :

~ For all these reasons, then, 1 recommend that you *table* the advice provided by our
friends in the Senate. Thelr advice is unfortunate for all the reasons listed above. But more
important, there israfmuchxbetterf_cqursepof action:.

For several weeks now, I havc been planning to ldentify 3 small group of House and
Senate staff, and staff members of your Administration, plus a few representatives of
government agencies, Who-will-consult:widely-with:states;-advocacy: goups.-andmomputer
expertsyto-helpiour-Subcommittee-designaa: twospart-bill:nThe first part is straightforward.
Under current law, if states miss the October 1 deadline, the Secrctary has no choice except
to terminate all the money received by the state under both the child support program and the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Familics program, which replaced the former AFDC
propram. Ratherthanimposé this-nuclearpenaltyswowill giverthe Secretary-the flexibility
totimposea “reasonable-fine-on states-of: perhaps between | percent-and-20-percent of theit —
<hitd-suppaztmonay-depending-on-the-severity-of iheirfailire. In addition, we will give the
Secretary the adthiarity:Ao-entet-into-correctivecompliance-agréements-under-whichafines-will,

. betemporarily suspended-for-a-fixed-periodof't time While- states'address theig-[g{{g{is)

The second provis en«;much more difficult to write, wm attemptitoiaddress the>
, ‘MW'“’“ -by-s-many-statesPerhaps the central problem is that some
states have county data systems that arc cffective, modem, and well established. But if the

R
I
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Response o F ein:fe?a Leter on Child Support Daia Systems S a | Page 3

staie must have a single state data sysiem, then many countics arc going to have to give up
their current systems. Federal policy that forces this outcome may be shortsighted on both
policy and political grounds. We need to try to find & riddle ground thar wiil-alloWisome
autonomyjbywxmit::ﬁemtewideMiw

No action is now necessary. The October | penalty date will spur states to action@By. .
January-we-will-havelegistation-ready that addresses both the penalty-Jssue-and the=>
underlying-issue-of data systtm ceniralization. Because the legislation will be bipartisan and
is expected to have the support of states, we will have little difficulty getting it through
Congress quickly. Because the Administration will participate in writing the legislation, you
should be pleased to sign it. And alt this will be accomplished before thc nuclear pcnaity has

time to explode.

- oc: The Honorable Dianne Feinstein The Honorable Carol Moseley-Braun
The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Barbara Boxer

The Honorable Spencer Abraham The Honorable Mike DeWine
The Honorable Richard H. Bryan The Honorable Danije] K. Akaka

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski
The Honorable Jeff Bingaman ‘The Honorable Rick Santorum
The Honorabie Casl Levia The Honotable Tim Johnson
“The Honorable John Glenn . The¢ Honorable Petc Domenici
The Honorable Daniel K. Inouyc ‘The Honorable Arlen Specter
- The Honorable Tom Daschle .

'Samé letter sent to The Honorable Newt G:n$r1ch Speaker of the House
and The Honorable Trent Lott, Senate Majority Leader
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FAX from - |
Senator Dzanne Femstem

of Cahforma

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510
202224-3841
. Fax: 202-228-4741

 DATE: 9/16/1997

TO:

1) NGA - Susan -- fax 624- 5333 -

2) ILL Gov -- Sandy -- fax - 724-0689.

3) CA gov ~- Brian webb -- fax -624-5280

4) PA Gov -- Charity wilson -- fax - 624-7831

~ 5) White House -- Cynthia Rice -- fax 456- 382% 22730
~ 6) HHS leg affairs -- lauren griffen -- fax 690-8425 -

FROM: 8. Lauren Choi |
k Leglslatlve Assistant -- direct # 4- 9641

COMMENTS: R
| E@U\%{J — L@W\ec* JAS 1TV

" Total Number of Pages Including Cover Sheet: 16
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Pnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20610
Se'ptember 17, 1997

The Honorable Trent Lott
Majority Leader

487 Russell Senate Buﬂdmg
Washington, D.C. 20510

| Dear Mr. Leader'

: We urge you to support a six month moratorium on the penalties imposed on all
states that fail to comply with an October 1, 1997 Child Support Enforcement System
automatwn deadline imposed by the 1988 Family Support Act

The 1988 Act and the 1996 welfare reform require all states to have a child support
enforcement system automation plan ready and certified by HHS by October 1, 1997 as part
- of the state plan requlrement for receiving TANF funds

~ Asyou may know HHS has indicated that only 16 states have currently been
certified and 22 states might be certified by December 1997 or later. Twelve or more states -
will not meet the October 1st deadline or be ready by December 31st. As a result, these
states could lose all their TANF funds and the state’s chﬂd support program funds.

~ The effcct of completely shurtmg down welfare and child support funding for 12 or

 more states have nationwide impact since 30% of all child support cases are interstate

“collection cases. This means children in Kansas or Georgia will not be able to get child
support from fathers in Caleorma or Pennsylvania.

FY98 wxll be the first full year of welfare reform 1mplementat1on and because many
states will not meet the Child Support Enforcement System deadline, welfare reform
implementation will be in jeopardy, affecting millions of families and children nationwide

~ who rely on TANF and chlld support for sumval

: *.-- For Cahforma loss of TANF and chﬂd support funds amounts to 4 billion dollars.
.- For South Dakota, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 25 million -
- dollars.’ ‘
-- For New MGXICO, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 129 million
dollars. -
-- For Hawaii, loss of TANF and chxld support funds amounts to 113 million dollars.
- == For Illinois, loss of TANF and child support finds amounts to 654 million dollars.
- -- For Ohio, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 836 million dollars.
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-- For Maryland,’ loss of TANF and chxld support funds amounts to 274 million
dollars. :
-- For Michigan, loss of TANF and chxld support funds amounts to 857 mllhon
dollars. :
-- For Nevada, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 62 million dollars.. -
-- For Pennsylvania, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 794 million
dollars. :
- For the District of Columbxa loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to
100 million dollars. A

We believe that imposing hugc financial penalties on states that fa11 to meet this

deadline will not hasten the development of workable systems but will result in harming the

~ very people for whom the 1988 Famdy Support Act and the 1996 Welfare Reform were
designed to serve,

We urge you again for your support on imposing a moratorium on the penalties and -
- we look forward to working with you in improving our child suppcrt program to-better
serve all our families and children. ,
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“nited States Senate
' WASHINGTON, DC 20510
‘ "Septembervl'?; 1997

* The Honorable Newt Gingrich
'U.S. House of Representatives
~ United States Capitol '
~ Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speé;ker:

o We mgé you to suppoﬁ'a' six month moratorium on the pénalﬁes 1mposed on all-
~ states that fail to. comply with -an October 1, 1997 Child Support Enforcement System
~ automation deadlme imposed by the 1988 Family Support Act. “

The 1988 Act and the 1996 welfare reform require all states to have a Ghlld support -
enforcement system automation plan ready and certified by HHS by October 1, 1997 aspart
of the state plan requuement for receivmg TANF funds.

As you may know HHS has mdxcated that only 16 states have currently been
- certified and 22 states might be certified by December 1997 or later. Twelve or more states
will not meet the October 1st deadline or be ready by December 31st. As a result, these
states could lose all their TANF funds and the state’s child support program funds L

The effect of completely shuttmg down: welfare and child support fuodmg for 12 or

more states have nationwide impact since 30%. of all child support cases are interstate

- "collection cases. This means children in Kansas or Georgia will not be ablc to get child
support. from fathers in Cahforrua or Pennsylvama

‘FY98 wﬂl be the first full year of welfare reform mplementanon and because rnany

- states will not meet the Child Support Enforcement System deadline, welfare reform
1mp1ementat10n will be in jeopardy, affecting millions of families and ch1ldren natlonwxde
who rely.on TANF and chlld support for survwal

== For California, loss of TANF and chlld suppon funds amounts to 4 billion dollars.
-- For South Dakota, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 25 million

" dollars,
- For New Mexxco, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 129 rmlhon v
dollars. »

- -- For Hawaii, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 113 million dollags.

- -= For Illinois, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 654 million dollars.
== For Ohio, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 836 million dollars.
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an For Maryland loss of TANF and child support ﬁmds amounts to 274 million
- dollars. :
-- For M1chrgan loss of TANF and child support funds amounts 1o 857 million -
dollars. - ‘
<= For Nevada, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 62 million dollars.
- == For Pennsylvania, loss of TA‘N'F and child support funds amounts to 794 nulhon ‘
“dollars, -
== For the District of Columbia, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to
100 million dollars S

‘We believe that imposing huge financial penalties on states that fail to meet this
deadline will not hasten the development of workable systems but will result in harming the
"very people for whom the 1988 Famlly Support Act and the 1996 Welfare Reform were
<des1gned to serve. . »

We urge you again for your suppbft on 1mposxhg a moratorium on the penalties and

we look forward to working with you in 1mprovmg ‘our child support program to better - |
- serve all our families and children.

Smcerely,

%JVWZ/“ @mw
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WASHINGTON DC 20610
September 17, 1997

~ The Honorable B111 Archer
House Ways and Means Committee
1102 Longworth House Office Bmldmg
«Washmgton, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Archcr'

. We urge you to support a six month moratorium on the penalties 1mpased on all
~ states that fail to comply with an October 1, 1997 Child Support Enforcement System
automatmn deadhne 1mposed by the 1988 Famlly Support Act.

The 1988 Act and the 1996 welfare reform require all states to have a ch11d support
enforcement system automation plan ready and certified by HHS by October 1, 1997 as part
of the state plan requu'ement for recewmg TANF funds.

As you may knew, HHS has indicated that only 16 states have cutrently been
certified and 22 states might be certified by December 1997 or later. Twelve or more statés-
will not meet the October 1st deadline or be ready by December 31st. As a result, these
states could lose all their TANF funds and the state’s chzld support program funds.

The effect of eompletely shuttmg down welfare and child support ﬁxndmg for 12 or
more states have nationwide impact since 30% of all child support cases are interstate
collection cases. This means children in Kansas or Georgia WﬂI not be able to get child
support from fathers in Cahforma or Pennsylvama

FY98 will be the first full year of welfare refonn xmplementatmn and because many
~ states will not meet the Child Support Enforcement System deadline, welfare reform
implementation will be.in jeopardy, affecting millions of famxhes and chaldren nationwide
’who rely on TANF and child support for survival, "

-- For Cahfomxa, loss of TANF and chlld support funds amounts to 4 billion dollars.
-« For South Dakota, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 25 million
dollars.

-- For New Mexlco, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 129 million
dollars. . -

-- For Hawaii, loss of TANF and Chlld support funds amounts to 113 million dollars.
-- For Illinois, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 654 million dollars,
-- For Ohio, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 836 million dollars.
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~=- For Maryland, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 274 m1H1on '
dollars. = __
-- For Michigan, loss of TANF and chxld support funds amounts to 857 m1111on
dollars.
-- For Nevada, loss of TANF and child support funds arnounts to 62 million dollars
-- For Pennsylvania, loss of TANF and chlld support funds amounts to 794 rm!hon
dollars.
-- For the District of Columbla, loss of TANF and chﬂd support funds amounts to

- 100 million dollars, . ‘ , A

, We believe that i 1mposmg huge ﬁnancml penalnes on states that fail to meet this
deadline will not hasten the development of workable systems but will result in harming the
very people for whom the 1988 Family Support Act and the 1996 Welfare Reform were -
designed to serve, S ‘

‘We urgc you agam for your support on 1mposmg a moratonum on the penalties and

we look forward to working with you in unprovmg our child ‘support program to better
serve all our famzhes and children. . :

Smcercly,

G L



http:dolla.rs

--SEP.17.1997 12:81PM

SEN DIANNE FEINSTEIN

NO.548  P.1@/16

Y




R A Tl S YA ) 4Rl g | SEN DIANNE FEINSTEIN NOC. 3548 P.11716

ﬁmtzﬂ 5tatzs 5mm

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
| September _1 7,1997

The Honorable E. Clay Shaw »

- House Ways and Means Committee -~ - -
US House of Representatives
1102 Longworth House Office Bmldmg
Washmgton, D.C. 20515 -

Dear Congressman Shaw-

. We urge you to support a six month moratorium on the penalties nnposed on all
- states that fail to comply with an October 1,:1997 Child Support Enforcement System
3 'au‘tomatlon deadline unposed by the 1988 Famxly Suppon Act..

The 1988 Act and the 1996 welfare reform reqmre all states to have a child support
- enforcement system automation plan ready and certified by HHS by October 1, 1997 as part
of the state plan requxrement for recexvmg TANF funds '

As you may know, HHS has'indicated that only 16 states have currently ‘been -
certified and 22 states might be certified by December 1997 or later. Twelve or more states
will not meet the October 1st deadline or be ready by December 31st. As a result, these -
states could lose all theu- TANF funds and the state’s child support program funds.

. The effect of completely shumng down welfare and child support fundmg for 12 or
more states have nationwide impact since 30% of all child support cases are interstate
collection cases. . This means children in Kansas or Georgia will not be able to. get child
‘support from fathers in Cahfom1a or Pennsylvama oo ,

FY98 w111 be the ﬁrst full year of welfare reforrn unplementauon and because many
states will not meet the Child Support Enforcement System deadline, welfare reform
implementation will be.in jeopardy, affecting millions of faxmhes and children nationwide

’ who rely on TANF and child support for survival.- -

- For Cahfonna, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts 10 4 billion dollars.
-+ == For South Dakota, loss of TANF and chxld support funds amounts to 25 milhon
dollars .
+ == For New Mexico, loss of TANT and chxld support funds amounts to 129 million
dollars.
 --For Hawan, loss of TANF and chlld support funds amounts to 113 rmlhon dollars
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The Honorable E. Clay Shaw -
- September 17, 1997
Page 2

- == For [llinois, ioss of TANF and child suppof_t funds amounts to 654 million dollars.
. == For Ohio, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 836 million dollars.’

-- For Maryland, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 274 tmlhon
dollars.
-- For Michigan, loss of TANF and child suppozt funds amounts to 857 million
dollars.
-- For Nevada, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 62 million.dollars.
-- For Pennsylvania, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to 794 million .
dollars.
-= For the District of Columbla, loss of TANF and child support funds amounts to
100 million dollars. :

We believe that unposmg huge financial penalt;es on states that fail to meet this
deadline will not hasten the development of workable systems but will result i in harming the
very people for whom the 1988 Famlly Support Act and the 1996 Welfare Reform were
designed to serve. :

We urge you agam for your suppbrt on imposing a mbratoriﬁm on the penalties and
we look forward to working with you in improving our Chlld support program to better
serve all our fa:mhes and ctuldren

S incerely,
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
September 17, 1997

The Honorable William J. Chnton
‘The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

- Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We urge you to support & six month moratorium on the penalties imposed on all -
states that fail to comply with an October 1, 1997 Child Support Enforcement System
automation deadline imposed by the 1988 ~Family Support Act.

The 1988 Act and the 1996 welfare reform require all states to have a chﬂd support
~ enforcement system automation plan ready and certified by HHS by October 1, 1997 as part
of the state plan requuement for receiving TANF funds. .

. As you may know, HHS has indicated that only 16 states havc currantly been
- certified and 22 states might be certified by December 1997 or later. Twelve or more states
will not meet the October 1st deadline or be ready by December 31st. - As a result, these -
states could lose all their TANF funds and the statc’s child support program funds.

The- effect of completely«shuttmg -down-welfare-and-child-support-funding for-12-or
more-states-have- natmnmde"xmpact'smce%0%"‘of"all"ch11d“supportmxnterstate~
collection-cases: This means children in Kansas or Georgia will not be able to get chxld
support from fathers in California or Pennsylvania. . : :

- FY98 will be the first full ‘year of welfare reform implementation and because many
states will not meet the Child Support Enforcement System deadline, welfare reform
~ implementation will be in jeopardy, affecting millions of families and children nationwide
” who rely on TANF and child support for survival. . : -

- Far:@ahfomxa;less*of TANF*and chxld support~ﬁmdssamounts?tog4 bllhon‘dollars ‘

dollaxs
-- For-New-Mexico;10s5°0: f~T—ANF and”éhﬂd-support‘ﬁmds amounts t0«1 29-million

: dollars ‘

- == For= Hawau—less of TANF-and-¢childsupport:fundsramounts: to-113-million-do dog@_r_sb
- For:Illinois;loss:of TANF-and-childsupport-funds-amounts to-654-million-dollars.
- For @hw;:loss»of-—’PANF and—chtld-support funds~amounts-ta 836~m11hon-.dollar53
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- Fe’“rEMaryland;:loss of TANE- and—cthfunds amounts-t0‘274“mﬂhon
iiilll'iis‘bfilch@an,jlg_ss_of”TANF and hxld‘?uppoxt mnds AMOUnTS_to_ 857 mxlhon’
iczll?l:gj_ey ada; loss:of TANF-and- ch11d~support-funds-amounts t0-62°m. mxllton dollars,
- F er«PennsyIvama,.loss of TANE and -child support funds amounts 1o 794 million.
fl-Cg’l:r:fthtetblstru:t.z:d." Columbla,-loss of—'l‘—ANF—and~ch11d~support*fu”f1’dggr_nggn_s_m ‘~

100-million-dollars.

 Wes behevc_thaumposmgsvhugrﬁnancxakpenaltxes on—states~that~faxi~—to-meet*thls
deadline will nothastemtiedevelopment of workable systemsbut will resulFifrharming thes
veryTpeople® for~wh"’6‘ﬁz‘the"‘l988‘Fam113r:8up‘p’€m “Act and- the"‘1996"-Welfarc Refonn-werg
~des:gned “tozserve. .

~.We urge you again for your suppéﬁ on. unposing a moratorium on the penalties and
we look forward to working with you in improving our child support program to better -
serve all our famxhes and chddxen

‘Sincerely,
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN
CALIFORNIA

© WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504
September 17, 1997

Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

‘Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for meeting with me on Monday to discuss the issues of assault weapons,
the continued circulation of high-capacity ammunition clips, and the ability of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to enforce our nation’s Federal firearms laws. In addition, I
appreciate your willingness to try to look into the issue of California and other states facing
the possible loss of billions of dollars in Federal funds due to a delay in development of a
child support enforcement system as required under the 1988 Famlly Support Act and Welfare
Reform :

Asa follow up to our meeting, let me reiterate what itis I am hoping we can each do
to further our common goals '

Leglslatxve on hlgh—capamty ammunmon magazmes (HCMs) or lmported HCMs.

I intend to introduce legislation that replaces the grandfather clause on hlgh capacity
ammunition magazines in the 1994 Crime Bill with a prohibition on the commercial sale of
HCMs manufactured prior to the ban. If passed by Congress, this will have the added effect -
of prohibiting the importation of high capacity clips as well. I am asking that you and your
Administration support this effort and commit to use the power of your office to help bring

‘this issue to the American people, in addition to helping me weigh in with key legislators for

passage of this amendment. The legislation was drafted by Wilke Green of my staff, and he is
prepared to brief your staff on the details of the legislation and the strategy for introduction.

Adm‘inis.trative Action on lmp,orted HCMs

, As we move forward on legislation addressmg the issue of pre—ban large-capacxty
clips, I believe there 1s action you can take to suspend the importation pre-ban clips. I urge

- you to issue a directive to the BATF to determine the manufacture date of imported

clips prior to approval of any applications.for import permits. If BATF is unable to determine
with certainty the date of manufacture, the import permit should be denied.

Q.Elmhah ﬁtateﬁ ﬁenzxte | 6056 @4 “'@
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_ Child Support Enforcement System Automation

Finally, as we discussed, I am heartened by your willingness to do what you can to
prevent California and other;statés from losing billions of dollars in federal funds, which
include all of the states” Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds and the
Child Support Enforcement System funds because these states will not meet the October 1,
1997 deadline as required under welfare reform. '

‘Without your intervention, California could lose $3.7 billion in TANF funds and $300
million in child support system fundmg <ramrasking you'to-impose-a-temporary 6-month—,
moratoriumzen:the penaltiesforfailure to.meet-the October_Ls st“dcatho give®
California and other States the ability to implement their TANF programs and to improve their
child support systems. California’s state and local officials are makmg every effort to comply
with the law as expeditiously as possible. |

'Mr. President, I know these issues are asimportant to you as they are to me. I
understand the difficulty in addressing some of these firearms issues in a Republican
Congress, but Iam w1llmg to do everythlng n my power to try, and I hope you will do the
same. :

I stand ready to éssist 'you in every way, and I look forward to working with you, the
Vice President, and others in your Administration to get the job done. The public stands ‘
. behind you on this issue; of that I have no doubt. The rest is up to us.

If you would like to discuss this-fﬁrther, or if there are any questions you have, please
- do not hesitate to call me or have your staff contact Wilke Green of my staff at (202) 224~
1227. Thank you again for taking the timetQ meet with me, and for your willingness to help.

1ted States Scnator

o cc - Vlce President Al Gore

Thomas F. “Mack” McLarty, Counselor to the Pre51dent

Erskine Bowles, White House Chief of Staff

Bruce Reed, Assistant to the President for Pohcy Development

Kay Casstevens, Office of the Vice President -
Tracey Thornton, Special Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs.
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Understandmg that this du‘ectwe will likely be challenged n court I w1ll help burld the
case in the Senate that the continued importation of these Iarge-capamty clips violates both the
~ spirit of the law and the intent of Congress, and will encourage my counterparts in the House
- of Representatlves to do the same as I work toward passage of leglslatlon to address this i issue

permanently. - .

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms'- Enforcemon’t‘ and Stafﬁng‘

It is clear to me that however commltted the BATF i is to carry out our nation’s gun
laws, their enforcement ability has been hampered by inadequate staffing, statutory llmlts on
their inspection authority, and internal polrcles that discourage mspectlons not relative to an
on- gomg criminal mvestlganon

I am asking you to consider, in your FY 1999 Budget to Congress, an increase in
funding for the BATF for the purpose of adding additional field inspectors. I am also ‘
requesting that you issue a directive to the BATF to change current internal policies : %
prohibiting field inspectors from attending gun shows without their attendance being relative
to a criminal investigation. Further, in your order, direct the BATF to proactlvely send field
inspectors to gun shows for the purpose of enforcing Federal firearms laws and to serve as a
deterrent to those who would violate the law. I pledge to work in the Senate to build support
for your efforts to address both of these issues. :

Importation of Israeli Galils and Uzis

As we discussed, I sent a letter to Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu urging him to -
intervene in the planned export to the United States tens of thousands of modified. Uzis and
Galils by a government-owned munitions manﬁfacturer, Israel Military Industries, Ltd. Iam -
- asking that you issue a directive to the Department of Treasury to suspend pending permits of 7
these weapons until such time as a clarification can be made as to the suitability of these:
weapons for sporting purposes. This order would be modeled after a similar directive issued
by the Treasury Department and supported by President Bush in 1989. In that order, President
‘Bush suspended the pending import permits of 24 types of assault weapons in order to
determine whether or not the weapons were suitable for sporting purposes under 18USC
925(d)3. I believe you have an opportunity to take the same action in this case.

Further, T am requesting that you use diplomatic channels to persuade Israel, in the
interest of public safety, not to export these weapons to the United States.





