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DRAFT LEITER ON CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 
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There is no job as important -- or as difficult -- as being a parent. Most parents eagerly 

, . ',', I " ' 

, embrace the responsibility ofraising and supporting their children.!' Others; unfortunately, do riot. 
, , " ,I ' , ,',

<, 

Because every parent mu'st take responSibilityfor the children the~ bnng into this ~orld,' I've ' 
, , I" ' , 

,'made child support enforcementa fop priorityfor my Administration. Today, I am pleased to 
. . I . . , , I 

, ,I, 
, announce that new data from the Depa.rt:tfient ofHealth-and HurtUln Services and the Department , " " ' . I ' . 


. '. . 

ofthe Treasury show we're making tremendous progress. I am also pleased to endorse a " 
- I ' 

, bipartisan effort in the Congress to enact tough new legislation pr~p~sedby the Attorney General , I,", , 
, " 

to punish parents who wilfiiny neglect to pay child support. 1 

I' 
j 
I 

' , " I 
The Department ofllealth arid Human Services' 20th A.n.nhal Report to Corigress on 

i ' 

I 

Child Subport Enforcement shows,that the federal/state child sup~ort enforcement program has 
, . ,.", I' , 

made record increases in ,child support ~ollections, paternity esta~lislunents, and families 'receiving 
. ' . I 

" child supp~rt collections. ' In addition, prellirrinaiy data for fiscal ~ear 1996 provides everi more 
" I , , 

evidence that 'oUr crackdown on child support enfor~ement is w01king. Overall, from 19~12 to 
, ! 

. i.' 

1996, child support collections have increased by fifty percent, froin $8 billion to arecord $12 
, ' I ' . ! 

billion'; paterJJities establiShed have ne~lydoubled, increasing fr~m 516,000 to nearly one million; 
( '.1 

I 

and the n1Wlber ofcMd support cases~th collections ros~ by tost fifty percent 

. ! 

! 

, ! 
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.', ......., -, . . ! 


1 

, ' I ' 

A new effort spurred by the April 1996 Debt Collection Improvement Act ,and an . ' , 

. :",.1 . ". 
executive order I issued last September 28th will help to collect even most child support. Under 

. . I, , " ! ' 


the executive order, the Secretary ofthe Treasury in consUltation witlt HHS has developed 

~ . '. i ' 

. . I 

procedures to collect past-due child support through administrative qffset of federal paYments . 
i 

, I , 

such as employee salaries, retirement benefits, and vendor payments:.' There's no reaS~n why
I ' 

parents who ow~ child support should collectfederal funds. Curren~y, eight states and the " 
i ' 

, District ofColumbia are particip~ting in the program and' over 725,000 parents have b~enriotified 
.' . . . .~ - .' . ; ,' ' 

that their federal payrrie1).ts could be seizedto satisfy delinquent child support debts. AIl 50 states ,... . ' .' .', '" : I, ..,. . 
are scheduled to participate in the program by the ~nd of 1997. Wh~n the program is fully 

. : . 
'. , . 1 " 

. implemented, annual ~0Ilecti6ris.could reach $200 million, which ~.be in addition to the 
, '. . '. ' . I 

$1 billion the Treasury Department collected last year by offsetting ~ax refunds. 
• I 

.1, 
I 

. r 
'.' . , .' .• . .,. , .... .... f '. '.' 

While I am proud ofthese accomplishments, we must still dp mote to punish parents' who 
. , ,l . 

take egregious actions to' avoid paying child support. Last July, I directed the Att~rney General 
, " I , ' '. '. i ' 

to draft legislati~n to amend the c;hild Support Recovery Act to est4blish a felony offense for a 
. : I, 

persori who wilfully fiills to pay child sUPI?0rt for achild in another :state. That proposal, which 
. , " I . 

was first submitted to Congress in September 1996, has been stren~ened. The legislation would 
" 1 

, I 
make it a felony offenSe to 1) travel in interstate or foreign commerge with the intent to evade a 

. . j. 
, support o\>ligation that is greater than $5,qOO or has remained unpaid for longer than one year; 

, ' , ',"., .':. . ' 

2) Willfuny fail to pay a support obligation regarding a 9hild residink in another state if the .. 
. '.. .,' . 'I . 

obligation has remained unpaid for two y~ais or is greater than $lolooo. I am pleased that the 
. , .'" .. .. "': .' " '. " 'I .' '. '.' . 

Attorney General is working on a bipartisan basis with Seriators K9hl and DeWine to enact our 

Itougher proposal into law. 

. , 
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Last yeat"I si~ed irito law a welfare bill containmg the tough6st child support 
. 	 . '. . .; 

enforcement provlsi~ns in history.. Now w~: inust work to impleme~~ these new rules and toughen 
. '. I 

tliem when necessarYso that all parents pay the child support they owe..I look forward to .' . . .. .'... . 	 .I '. . 
, continuingto work With the Congr~ss onabipaitisan basis on these itnportantmatters. ' .
'. . .... ........ ,.. ... ' '. : ,I' . . . - ." 
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REVISED LANGUAGE FOR CHILD SUPPORT PRESS REL'EASE: 
Iii :!I I 

To ~i:tilengthen the Clinton Administratioin I s crackdown on 
"I nlll f h" ,chl. d support en orcetp.ent, t e Just1ce Department sent 

legislati.:99 to Congress that would amend the: Child Support 
Recovery!!,Abt by establishing a felony offens;e for crossing state 
lines to!ll~~oid paying child support or refus~ing to pay support 
for a ch~l~ in another state. The Attorney 'General has been 
working 9*rla bipartisan basis with Senators :Kohl (D-WI) and 
Dewine (IHOH) to enact the legislation. Senators Kohl and DewineI'" f I ' ,plan to dfifier this legislation through an amendment to S.10, The 
Violent ~~a Repeat Juyenile Offender Act, cu,rrently being, 
considerJaj1! !bYthe Senate Judiciary Committe~. . 

~ I' !i! . 'I, 
, Thel! *~w legisla~ion would create two ~~w cat:-gories of 

felony offenses, subJect to a two-year maX1mum pr1son term. This 
~l . I ; • ",' i ' 

amendment! Ipo the Child supp'ort Recovery Act :would make ita. 
felony of'~~nse to travel out of state or country with the intent 
to evade~ial !child support obligation that is ;greater than, $5, 000 
or has re~~ined unpaid for longer than one ~ear. A felony . 
offense ;:i~o would be. established for willfully failing to pay 
child supp~rt to a child in another state it the obligation has 
remaine~ll~rp,:id for two years or is gr7at~r ;than $10,000." T.he 
new legl.sl~tl.on.would,also apply to chl.ld support orders 1ssued 
by India~i; tiribal courts. 

. Thell;l~gislation revises a bill that th~ Justice Department 
submitte~, :~o Congress in September, in resp~nse to a Presidential 
directiv~:I~O the Attorney General to amend ~he Child Support 
RecoverY!I~ct. ' 

. iI; i II ,"
IIFa~:+}l're to pay child s'upport isn't. juS:t irresponsible, it's 

acrime'!:"l~laid Attorney General Janet Reno. : "We will, 
aggresSi{r!;,eil.!y pursue parents who cheat their ichildren. " 

. ,,'! tl I ,I
l' , I 

In ~:! hletter sent' to Congress today, Pr~sident Clinton 
com:mendedJ! tlhe senate Judiciary Committee fat working on a' . 
biPart~s~;~llbasis to make the Administration/s proposed changes to 
the Ch~l91~upport Recovery Act. i . 
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REVISED LANGUAGE FOR LETTER TO CONGRESS RE: CHILD SUPPORT 
;!, ' I11"11 

We *iust do still more to punish parents; who take egregious 
actions to! iavoid paying child support. Last: July I I directed the 
AttorneY!jl:qeneral to draft le.gislation' to amend the Child Support 
RecoveryiA8t to establish a felony offense for a person who, 
wilfully~iWils to pay child support for a ch~ld in another state. 
That prop!6~'al, which was first submitted to ¢onqress in September 
1996 f ha~: j ~een strengthened .. The legislation would make it ·a 
felony o++1:inse to 1) travel 1n interstate or: foreign commerce 
with thel!i~Htent to evad7 a suppo:t obligatiop. that is greater 
than $5, Q!oq or has remalned unpa1d for longer than one year; 2) 
wil~f~ll~JAail to pay a su~port obli~ati~n regarding.a child. 
res1d1ng!!'+n' another state lf the obl1gat1on has rema1ned unpald ' 
for two y.ealrs or is greater than $10, 000. I~ am pleased that the 
AttorneY1idi:Jneral is working on a bipartisan basis with Senators 
Kohl andh)~wine ,to enact our tougher proposal into law. 

'i'li I ' 
Iii: I 
!Ii; I 

(I

I",,!; I·I 

:;;;q
lI':! I 

:! ! 11 
kll 
~il
ll! III
1: I. f: 
I" .Iii 
i I 
I ! 

II 
I 

II
, 

~ I' ' 

" i It Ii
!'
II 

I
jl 

lj! I I 
~! I, 
~ I , !
fli; II 
Ij+11, 
!1:; II 
i; : ~ j • , 
I; ,I': 
! '! 

,: I 
I 
I 

i:';: ' 
I 

!j:!!Ii:.! 'I 
ill I ! 

II; I 

~; I
I' 

I'i: ;Iti!! I 

il;: II 
li';/

If :j, 

{:/\
,j'i I 
;!":!" Ifl , ,
h : 
L'· I
H I f 

ii' I 
;::dl 



•1 .. ,,!,"~6/23/97 12: 27 'a202 622 1999 TREAS/PUBLIC,AFF !4J 0021002 

DRAFT 
23 June 

I 
• I 

In addition, the Debt Collection Improvement Act, enac~ed in April 1996, included 
important provisions that can be used to assist families in collec;ting past-due child support 
obligations. Last September 28th, President Clinton issued an executive order directing the . 
Secretary of the Treasury to develop and implement procedures lin consultation with the 
Secretary ofHHS to collect past-due child support through administrative offset of federal 
payments such as employee salaries, retirement benefits, and vendor payments. , 

i 
Currently, eight states and the District of Columbia are participating in the program 

and over 725,000 parents have been .notified that their federal p~yments could be seized to 
satisfy delinquent child support debts:· All 50 states are schedule;ct to participate in this 
program by the end of 1997. When the program is fully implem:ented, annual collections 
could reach $200 million. The Treasury department also operates a similar program in which 
tax refunds are offset for various types of delinquent debt including child support obligations 
and federal loans for educatipn, housing, and business. This prokram collected almost $1billion ~h:l:SllP;::r~q ~ · 
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THE U.S. TREASURY \DEPARTMENT 
I 
I, 
I 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20020 I 


I 
I 

I 

PHONE: (202) 622-2960 FAX: (2q2) 622-1999 
i 

I 

. TO: Cynthia Rice 

FROM: Hamilton Dix 

DATE: 23 June 1997 

SUBJECT: As. requested 

PAGE: One (l) 
I 
I 

As we discussed, attached is suggested language fqr the President's letter. 

Also, before we do anything with the press, I'd lik~ to coordinate with you. 

ph: 622-1295 

fx: 622-1999 

page: 622-1260 


Thanks. 

I 
I 

I 

FAX NO: 456-7431 
I 
I 
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Office·of the Press Secretary I 
(Houston, Texas) . \ 

). 
·Embargoed For Release . 

Until 10:06 .A.M. EDT 


· On Saturday', September 28, 1996 


RADIO AbDRESSOF THE PRESIDENT 
ITO THE NATION ·1 

I 

. . . I 
· THE PRESIDENT: Good mornlng. Today I want to talk tq you' . 
about a new,executive action rm taking to c;rack down OIl deadbeat patents who 

.. won't pay the child support .they owe. . . ! 
, 

.Duong my time as President,' rve . had astraightforward .1. 

strategy: Opportunity for all, . responsibility from all, and coming together 


· in a Stronger American community .. That's America's basic bargain.. j . 

, 


We've worked hard to offer every American' opportunity, the 
chance to make the most ofhis or her own life. .1 
We've got 10.5 million new jobs, the lowest unemployment in 7.5 year~, the 
deficit has been' cut by 60 percent. And just this week, we received mo're news 

• • 1 . 

that our strategy is working·and America is on the right track. Accordi,ng to 
the U. ~. Census, the income ofa typical family went up $1,600 over inflation . 
over the last two years. Injust theJast year the increase was almost $9PO, 
the biggest increase in a decade .. The numberofpeople living In poverly and 
the rate of income inequality in our country dropped faster than at any time 
since 1968. Our economy clearly is on the right track to the 21st centu;ry .. 

I 
.' '.' ., I 

AS we offer opportunity, we must also demand responsibilit}\ .. 
The problems of our society will only be solved if there is an upsurge of 

.. personal respcihsibility-- if individuals take it upon themselves to. meet i 
· their obligations, do the right thing, and give something back to those ~roulld 

.. them. . .... ." '. J 

No area cries out tor greater personal responsibility than the I 
.. quiet crisis.of child support. No:one should be able to escape responsibility 

for bringing a child into the world. That is our first and most fundamerital 


·duty: But today, too many fathers have tried to walk away from that i· 

obligaticin:When a father leaves the home it can throw a mother and ctllidren 


i 

http:crisis.of


! 
I 

into poverty. In fact, one of the main reasons people go on welfare is , 
because the father has failed to meet his obligations ofchild support: If 
all the parents in this country paid the child support they owe, we could move 

, ' I '. 

800,000 women and children off the welfar~ rolls tomorrow. I 
. . I . 

So our administration has waged an unprecedented a~dsust~ined : 
campaign to collect child support and make deadbt:at parents pay up. We 
required states to set up programs at hospitals to find out the identity,~f , 
fathers at the time a baby is born. Two hundred thousand fathers ·have !been ','~ 
identified through this program~ We~re requiring mother~ who receive -lvelfare 
to tell us the name of the father of the child. i 

I 
, . j 

. , , I, 

We set up a national database ofd(!linquent parents and linkTd . 
up the databases from 17 states. AndJ'm pleased to report that in its first. 
few months this system has identified over 60,000 delinquent fathers.. Over' 

. half owed money to mothers on welfare. 

And the'landmark welfare reform legislation i signed 

last month institutes the most dramatic crackdown yet' on child 

support enforcement. It says to deadbeat parents: pay up, or 

we'll t~ack you down" garnish your wages .and make you pay what 


. . 

you owe. Under the new we.Ifare law, states will suspend drivers 
licenses of deadbeats who don't pay and the national governmen~· 
will take away passports. This year, at my direction, the IRS 
will collect·$1 billion in child' support by withholding part of . 
tax refunds. 

'The U.S. Postal Service has begun work With states 
to post lists ofparents who owe support. And·we're using the' 
new information technologies to catch delinquent parents, linking, 
the web pages of20 states to post the identities ofdeadbea~ , 
parents on the Internet. 

We now have new evidence ofhow effective this' 
, crackdown has been. in four years, child support'c6llec~ions',in '. 
our country have risen from $8 billion to $11.8 billion -- a , 
nearly 50-percent increase in child support collections. And 
nearly 800,000 paternities were identified.. That's an increase 
of50 percent over 1992., . ;,' 

We've made a'real difference. But we Can do more 
and we must do more. This past week, the Justice Department 
proposed legislation making·it a felony and increasing penalties 



i
I,for crossing state lines to avoid paying child support or to 
I


refuse to pay support for a child in another state. 
 I ',: 
Last year, I issu'ed an executive o:rderrequiring all ., J,

employees of the federal government to pay the child support they' 1­
owed. Today I'm issuing anew ,exeCutive order designed to~rack .1 

f 

doWn even harder on those who refuse to pay theii' child support. ' I 

i' 
i' 

!, 
First, I'm ordering federal agencies to il,lke 

necessary and legal steps to deny government loans -- such as " , 
small business loans, farm loans, home l{)ans --. to deadbeat 
parents, 

tSecond; the government will do more to collect child 
support itself We'll create a'streamlined c6mputer system that ' 
can find out which people who receive federal payments still owe 
child support. We'll deduct child support debts from these fees 
paid to government consultants and vendors, and the benefits paid 
to retired federal employees. The Treasury Department estimates i 

I', ' 
that some $800 million in payments go to thes~ deadbeat parents. !

I,These funds can then be paid to the mother and the children. 
I 

I 

]'The executive order says simply ifyou, owe 'child ' " 
support~ you shouldn't get the support of the na,tiomil ' 
governme~t. You can't make money off,the taxpayers if you're 
refusing to support your own children., It says we mean business, 

I 

i.and we intend to make responsibility a way.of life. ­ I 
i 

We kriow that when we do take responsibility we can 
meet difficult challenges like crime, welfare, and poverty. 
We're already making real and d~amatic progr~ss on child support i ' 

1 ' 
collections. And I am confident that we can make even more ! 

progress. But, ultimately, we will only meet this, challenge if 
we recognizeth~t governments don't raise children, parents do.. 
We' need everyone to take 'r~sponsibility~ to give our' children the ' 
love and support they need and deserve, to show them by our own 
actions the meaning ofright and wrong. Ifwe do this,then I ' 
have great confidence in our country, our children, and our 
future. . 

Thank you for listening. I ' 

" END 
: ' 
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Strengthening families one ofmy most important goals as President I strongly believe 

that children should be raised in households with two loving parents, and there is much evidence 

to show that a strong. stable family environment is best for children. ~nt m those cases when 

parents do not stay tpgether~ both parents should remain involved in their children? 5 lives. Part of 

that involvement must include the responsibility for financial support. : 

Improving child suport enforcement has been a top goal ofmy Administration. Today, I 

am pleased to iannounce that a nr~r~port by tl\e Depa 

~, shows we've made tremendotprog,kss. nl<i2t.l:-';;;:i";; ort to ~on 
. /17 \1( ""'\ I ( ! I /
In)V Enforccme~yshows timt i:1n-! .'. i 

..... e:iH:icn l to a hi~ord $12 bil:lifw)be n"Jber ofpatemi~es establishe 
\ / WL' ; 1\ I' 

frc:m l§±a~?OO te 1lead)'~9~e miUien; an the nwnbeyofchild supp rt c~es wjth collectio 

t~ Q.J.!."1:::'\".. 2>/0 ~("'<t.V-nt-.. • • I 0 ~f ': 'cp/ j 

-4ulW10I1.anL!l~1' . l,','~ "\, t} (!.
\ ).., "'-'C 

c!~~\..~S . d bv1 50' '$ t I 

While we have m.de tremendous strides.wemust do more. That's why last year I urge;-~! 
the Congress to en...,' two important pieces 0 flegislatlOn to improve child support collection ~ 
efforts. 1b.e welfare reform bill I signed into law on A1.lgust 22. 1996 coiltains the toughest child / 9Y:t 

I ~ 
support enforcement mea.sures in OUf natio:n's history -- changeS that will improve the procedw-es 

http:strides.we
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Insert on HHS Child Support Report: 

Improving child support enforcement and increasing child support, collections have been a top 
priority of my Administration. Today, I am pleased to announce a: new report by the 
Department of Health and Human S~rvices shows we've made tremendous progress. 
According to The 20th Annual Report to Congress on Child· Support Enforcement, that the 
federal/state child support enforcement program has made record ~ncreases in child support 
collections, paternity establishments and families receiving child support collections. In· 
addition, preliminary data for fiscal year 1996 provides even more evidence that our 
crackdown on child support enforcement is working. Overall, from 1992 to 1996, child 
support collections have increased by fifty percent, from $8 billion to a record $12 billion; 
paternities established have nearly doubled, increasing from 516AOO to nearly one million; and 
the number of child support cases with collections rose by almost fifty percent. 

( 
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used to establish paternity. make it easier to enter and update chil,d support awards, llIl;P­

dramatically strengthen our ability to enforce the payment of those awards. 

In addition, the Debt Collecti.on Improvement Act enacted in April 1996 included 

important provisions which can be used to assist families in coUecting past-due child support 


obligations, Last Sept<:rnbcr 28th" I issued an executive order directing the Secretary ofthe 


Treasury to develop and implement procedures.in consultation with the Secretary ofHHS to 

. i 

c~llect past due child support through administrative offset of federal payrnents such as employee 
, 

salaries, retirement benefits, and vendor paymt:nts. Already, halfa million deliquent parents have 

been notified that their federal payments will be siezed to satisty delinquent child support debts. 

We must do still more to punish parents who take egregio~s actions to avoid paying child 

support. Last July, I directed the Attorney General to draft legislation to amend the Child /
! 
:Support Recovery Act to establish a felony offense tor a person who willful1yfillis to pay child 

I 

support for a child in another State. I am pleased that the Attomey General will transmit to \ i 
~;J, . '. 1 

i\ . congreSSBevised version oftlrislegi$l.tion and that mei, working on .bipartisan 1 
i' 

\ I 
i\basis with Senators Kohl and Dewine to enact it into law. I urge the Congress to enact the \ \I 

KohllDewine proposal which would make lt a felony otTense to 1) travel in interstate or foreign \ 
\ 

commerce with the intent to evade a support. obligalion that is greater than $5,000 or has I
I \ 
i \
1 

remained unpaid [or longer than one year~ 2) willfully fail to pay a support obligation regarding a \ 
I \ 

child residing in another state ifthe obligation has rem;..ined unpaid' for two years or is greater I 
, 

than $10,000. \ 

http:procedures.in
http:Collecti.on
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I am pleased that my Adminis1:ration has been. able to work with the Congress on a 

bipartisan basis on these important measures. 

Vv-C. CO/II\. (AftlvL:. tV\.. yvJ-"'-lJ 'If (fYv~ 
Pb,J ~)LJ dAYLQ.,' 

I • 

http:J)UJuJ:.:n.1l
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FOR 'IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:' Michael Kharfen 
(202) 401 9215 

Clinton Administration Reports Record Year of Child Support, 
Progress on Tough Child Support Enforcement Initiatives 

Today HHS Secretary Shalala announced dramCjl.tic improvement 

in the moit critical areas of child support enf6rcement. 


20 thAccording to the Annual Report to Congress on Child Support 
Enforcement issued by HHS today, the federal/state child support 
enforcement program has made record increases in child support 
collections, paternity establishments, and families receiving 
child support collections~ 

For fiscal year 1995, $10.8 billion was collected from non­

custodial parents. Preliminary data for fiscal year 1996 shows 

that the federal/state partnership collected a record $12 

billion, surpassing the ~stimate of $11.8 billion that the 

President announced in September 1996. Since 1992 child,support 

collections have increased by $4 billion, or 50, percent. 


The report issued today also shows a dramatic increase in 
paternity establishment ~ince President Clinton took office. In 
fiscal year 1995 over 900, 000 paternities were 'established, 
exceeding the Administration's previous estimates of 735,000 
paternities. Further, preliminary data for fiscal year 1996 
shows that the number of paternities established rose to nearly 1 
million, almost double, from 516,000 ,in 1992. 

"The Clinton Administration's unprecedented and sustained 
campaign to collect child support and make dea9beat parents pay 
up is working, II said Secretary Shalala. lIWe are making real 
progress in improving the child support system; but we must do 
even more to ensure that no parents evade their responsibility to 
support their children." ' 

Today President Clinton sent a letter to Congress commending 
the tremendous strides made in making parental, responsibility the 
law of the land, but he urged Congress to take even stronger 
action. 

- More 
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To strengthen the crackdown on child support enforcement, 
today the Justice Department sent legislation to Congress to 
establish a felony offense for crossing state lines to avoid 
paying child .support or to refuse to pay support for a child in 
another state. The Attorney General has, been working on a 
bipartisan basis with Senators Kohl (D-WI) and DeWine (R-OH) to 
enact the bill. 

The new legislation wotild make it a felony offense to travel 
out of state or country with the intent to evade a child support 

1 obligation that is greater than $5,000'or has remained unpaid for 
longer than one year. A felony offense also would be established 
forwillf~lly failing to pay child support ~o a'child in another 
state if the obligation has remained unpaid for two years or is 
greater than $10,000. 

I 

The legislation revises a bill that the Justice Department 
submitted to Congress in September, in response to a Presidential 
directive to the Attorney General to amend the Child Support 
Recovery Act . 

. IIWe must punish people who have tried to elvade their child 
support responsibilities," said Attorney General Janet Reno. 
"This legislation says that we mean business and that parental 
responsibility must become a way of life. 1I 

In the letter sent to Congress today, President Clinton 
praised the Senate Judiciary Committee for working on a 
bipartisan basis to make the Administration's proposed changes to 
the Child Support Recovery Act and he urged the Congress to enact 
the Kohl/Dewine proposal in to law. 

The Senate JUdiciary Committee is considering this amendment 
as part of markup of juvenile justice programs. 

I 

In addition, today Treasury Secretary 'Rubin announced that a 
new federal-state partriership aimed at collecting child support 
from parents who to pay is underway. 

In response to an executive order issued by President 
Clin'ton in September 1996, the Department of Treasury 
has activated a centralized, streamlined Feder'al system to offset 
child support debts against most Federal payments. Federal 
payments will include emp~oyee salaries, retirement benefits and 
vendor payments. 

Over 725,000 parents have already been notified by the 
Treasury Department that their federal payments could be seized 
to satisfy delinquent ~hild support debts. Eight states and the 
District of Columbia are currently working with the Treasury 
Department to identify more recipients of federal payments who 
owe child support. All fifty states are scheduled to participate 
in the program by the end of 1997. 

- More ­
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"We are sending a strong~and clear message that if you owe 
child support you shouldn't get the support of the federal 
government," said Secretary Rubin .. "By offsetting child support 
debts against federal payments~ we can dramatically increase 
child support collections and help families achi~ve self­
sufficiency." 

The Treasury Department also operates a similar program in 
which tax refunds are offset for various types of ,delinquent 
debt,including child supportobligations~ This program 
collected nearly $1 billion in 1996 for child support. 

According to the HHS report, families receiving child 
support also increased to 3.7 million cases with a collection in 
fiscal year 1995, an increase of 9 percent over!the previous 
year. Estimates for fiscal year 1996 indicate that the number 
of child support cases with collections rose to:4 million, an 
increase of 43 percent J from 2.8 million in 1992. The child 
support program also improved·its efficiency by collecting more 
child support for each dollar it spends. 

Note: 'The 20t::iJ Annual Report to Congress on Child Support 
Enforcement is available from the HHS Administration for Children 
and Families, Office of 'Child Support Enforcement, 370 L'Enfant 
Promenade, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20047. 

### 
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CONGRESS RE: CH.ILD SUPPORT 

punish parents who take egregious 
. support. Last July, I dirQcted the 

tion to amend t~e.Child Support
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Michael Kharfen 
(202) 401-9215 

Clinton Administration Report~ Record Year of Child Support, 

Progress on Tough Child Support Enforcement In'itiatives 


Today HHS Secretary Shalala announced dramatic improvement 
in the most, cri,tical areas of child support enforcement. 

20 thAccording to the Annual Report to Congress on Child Support 
Enforcement issued by HHS today, the federal/state child support 
enforcement program' made record increases in child support 
collections, paternity establishments, and families receiving 
child support col ions. 

For fiscal year 1995, $10.8 billion was collected from non-
custodial parents. Preliminary data for f year 1996 shows 
that the federal/state partnership collected a record $12 
billion, surpassing the estimate of $11.8 billion that the 
President announced in September 1996. Since 1992 child support 
collections have increased by $4 billion, or 50 percent, ' 

The report issued today also shows a dramatic increase in 
paternity establishment since President Clinton took office. In 
fiscal year 1995 over 900,000 paternities were established, 
exceeding the Administration's previous estimates 735,000 
paternities. Further, iminary data for fiscal year 1996 
shows that the number paternities established rose to nearly 1 
million, almost double, from 516,000 in 1992. 

"The Clinton Administration's unprecedented and sustained 
campaign to collect chi support and make deadbeat p'arents pay 
up is wotking, " said Secretary Shalala. "We are making real 
progress in improving the child support system, but we must do 
even more to ensure that no parents evade their responsibility to 
support their children." 

~ To strengthen the Clinton Administration's crackdown on ~ 
child support enforcement,' today Treasury Secretary Rubin ' 
,announced a new federal-state partnership aimed at col ting as ' 
much as $35 million a month from parents who fail to pay .child ' 
support. 
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In response to an executive order issued by President 
Clinton in Septembe~ 1996, the Department of Treasury 
has act ed a centralized, streamlined Federal system to offset 
child support debts against most Federal payments. Federal 
payments will include employee sal , retirement benefits and 
vendor payments. 

Half a million delinquent parents already been notifi~d 
by the Treasury Department that their payments will be 
seized to satisfy delinquent child support debts. Xxx x 
[Treasury, please fill in#] states have agreed to work with the 
Treasury Department to identify more recipients of federal 
payments who owe child support. 

"We are sending a strong and clear message that if you owe 
child support you shouldn't get support of. the federal 
government," said Secretary Rubin. "By offsetting child support 
debts against federal payments, we can dramatically increase 
child support collections and help lies achieve self­
suff iency." 

In addition, today the Justice Department sent legislation 
to Congress to establish a felony of for crossing state 
lines to avoid paying child support or to refuse to pay support 
for a child in another state. The Attorney General has been 
working on a bipartisan basis with Senators Kohl (D-WI) and 
DeWine (R-OH) to enact the bill, which mirrors legislation 
endorsed by Pr~sident Clinton. 

:.?' ' T~e1 new legislation would make it a f ony offense to travelI 

out of state or country with the intent to evade a child support 
obligation that is greater than $5,000 6r has remained unpaid for' 
longer than one year: A felony of also would be established 
for willfully failing to pay child support to a child in another 

ate if the obligation has remained' unpaid for two years or is 
than $10,000. 

The legislation revises a I that the Justice Department 
submitted to Congress in September, in response to a Presidential 
directive to the Attorney General to amend the Child Support 
Recovery Act. 

"We ~ust punish people who tried to evade their child 
support responsibilities," Attorney General Janet Reno. 
IIThis legislation says that we mean business and that al 
responsibility must become a way of life," 

In a letter sent to Congress today, President Clinton 
commended the Senate Judiciary Committee for working on a 
bipartisan basis to make the Administration's proposed changes to 
the Child Support Recovery Act and he urged the Congress to enact 
the Kohl/Dewine proposal in to law. 

nw're­
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The Senate Judiciary Committee is considering this amendment 
as part of markup of juvenile justice programs. 

According to the HHSreport, families receiving child 
support also increased to 3.7 million cases with ~ collection in 
f year 1995, an increase· of 9 percent over the previpus 
year. Estimates fiscal year 1996 indicate that the number 
of child support cases with collections rose to 4 million; an 
increase of 43 percent, 2.8 million in 1992. The child 
support program also improved its efficiency by collecting more 
child support each dollar it spends. 

20 thNote: The Annual Report to Congress on Child Support 
Enforcement is available from the HHS Administration for Children 
and Families, Office of Child Support Enforcement, 370 L / Enfant 
Promenade, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20047. 

### 
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Strengthening families one ofmy most important goals as President. I strongly believe 
I . 

that children should be raised in households with two loving parents, and there is much evidence , . , . 

to show that a strong, stable family environment is best for children, But in those cases when 

parents. do not stay together, both parents should remain involved in their children's lives. Part of 

that involvement must include the responsibility for financial support. 

. . . . 

Improving child suport enforcement has been a top goal ofmy Administration. Today, I 

am pleased to announce that a new report by the 'Department ofHealth and Human Services 
. . . . .:r).."). ~ ,.' w.. ,{ . /',.' 

. . . . . ?{.// .' t,~. ,',:ro. '~rl-?,(I I -J /.::7 

shows we've made tremendous progress. :The 20th Annmu Report to Con-gress on Child Support . '", 
Enforcement shovvs that from 1992 to 1996 child support c.ollections increased by 50%, from' $8 

billion to a record $12 billion; the number ofpaternities established nearly doubled increasing . 
. . 

., ,. 

from 516,000 to nearly one million; and.the number ofchild support cases with collections rose to 

4 million, an increase. of43 percent, from 2.8 million. 

.While we have made tremendous strides, ~e must do more. That's why last year I urged. 

the Congress to enact two important piece$ oflegislatiori to improve child support collection 

efforts..The welfare reform bill I signed fito law on August 22, 1996 contains the toughest child 
'. .. . . 

support enforcement measure~' in our nation's history -- changes that will improve the proce~ures.., 

yr (LSf D[2A--Fr

. . . 



used to establish paternity, make it easier to enter and update child support awards, and 

dramatically strengthen our ability to enforce the payment ofthose awards. 

, In addition, the DebtCollection Improvement Act enacted in April 1996 included 
I 

important provisions w:hich can be used to assist families in collecting past-due child support 

obligations. Last September 28th, I issued an executive order directing the Secretary ofthe 

TreasUry to develop and implement procedures in co~ultation with the Secretary ofHHS to 

collect past due child support through administrative offset offederal payments such as employee. '. 

notcxJ.! 
salaries, retirement benefits, and vendor payments. Already, half a million deliquent parents h3 

~' 
been notified that their federal payments will be siezed to satisfy delinquent child support debts. ~ . 
. ' ....... ~ 

We must do still more to pUnish parents who take egregious actions to avoid paying child 
. .'. . 

support. Last July, I directed the Attorney General to draft legislation to amend the Child 

Support Recovery Act to establish a felony offense for a person who willfully fails to pay child 

support for a child in another State. I am pleased that the Attorney General will trans1T!it to 

Congress this week a revised version ofthis legislation and that she is working on a bipartisan 

basis with Senators Kohl and Dewine to enact it into law.. I urge the Congress to enact the 

KohllDewine proposal which would make it a felony offense to 1) travel in interstate or foreign 

,commerce with the intent to evade a support obligation that is greater thart $5,000 or has 

remained unpaid for longer than one year; 2) willfully fail to pay a support obligation regarding a 

child residing in another state ifthe obligation has remained unpaid for two years or is greater 

than $10,000. 



I am pleased that my Administration has been able to work With the Congress· on a 

bipartisan basis on these important measures. 
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Welfare's problem child 

By Richard Wolf f 
USA TODAY ~Ii'f/'i7 

RICHMOND. Va - An~ambiIiOl5 D&­

tiooal aackdown on ~ who don't 

pay child support has ~ off to a ' 

tacky SIart in the states. ~ that tbz'eat.. 

em to UlIdermine the ceDtr;;&l goal at we),. 

fare refOrm: making pCIOf'fi:Wilies ·self· 

su1l~t . . 

The welfare retoxmlaw passed last 

year forces an 50 stneS to 'upgrade ef­

fortS agaiDst "deadbeat ~.. Welfare 

clleDts aa::ount for mare than halt the ' 

nation's clilld support ~ or 10.4 mil· 

lion. But oo1y one in eighti:fathers wbo 

have clilldren on 'Wf!lfare P?:YS-


WJth lllOthers on ~ facil:tg the 
lass of beiletirs after fiVe yEmS and Jikely 

, to get 10'A"paying jobs. clill4 support of· 
fers a secoild source of ina:ime. 

But many experts say tOO new Jaw.:; 
simply woo't work. ~" ' 'Wages are Withheld.li~ SUSJ)ef,lded, 

NatiorI31ly; only 18% at nODCllSlOdial blood USS .f.'akm to idt'i¢tY tarhers. 
parell1:S - U'SIlaIly fathers. bUj not always "Mast Wanled~ lists adoml~e Imemet. 
- pey cbild support.. Alloui S3S billion is But rhereare probiems:,., 
owed, a figure that grows 5% ailnuaIly. ..roo ma:rJY eases. Child' 
C8seloads are overflowing; ch,iId suppotl ,,wprirers such as Pam 
staIs are overworked. Coti;Iputer sys.. MartiDeZ of !ienriC:O, va.. 
terns desigDed to track down parentS are erage of more' !han 90() . _ 

. 
, 

at ODe 
behind schedule; some are in shambles., . time. That gives them les>tIiaD 10 min-
ADd stite la'9mlakers have ~Iained UU!S a moDt.h for ~c:h. '.:\j _ 
that the new ways ot traCkiJ:lg down par- .. COmputer problems.. All 50 stW!S 
eIllS intrUde on all citizens·.tm:s: . , , were supposed to bave amDmated sys-

Even VJrgj.nia. a national model in its tems to track cSeadbea1 dadsj)y 0c.tDber 
" comprehensive approach to. c:onec:ti.ttg, 1995,. a deadline since extended to this 

The diffiduty of~ down deadbeat parents and enforcing cbild 

SUPlX>rt is: threatening efforts to get welfare families back on their feet 


. ....-----,ooo._---, 

. child support. bas not had ~ sua:::t!$. 
Fewer th3n one .in tour cases produces 
cash. While $250 million . ~ collected 
last year. up from $20 milli~ a deatde 
ago. anotIler $1..35 billion is ~ed. 

-Job one in welfare reform is repfao. 
, ing what Uncle Sam gaVe to~the QlClln 
•with her own eam.it:lgs." saYS·$eOn Qast. 
. dyk. Virginia's deputy seefetary ot 
'. health and human resources,,!"'The big. 
question'the press never\asks is, 
'Where's Dad?' .. _ .\., 

<lareDce Carter, Virginia'S!, c::ommiS­
sioner of..sOcial services. bJanfES out-ot· 

-wedlock birtbsaDd divorce :rnteS tor 
driving IUs ehild support rolls :up by 81 
c:ases a day. "'Ultimately." he ~ys, Wgov­
emment is not the solution to Pf!OPle taka 
iQg personal respOnsibility." I 

Inside the Division of Clilld, SUppon 
Enforcement in Richmond., cQmpUteIs 
spit out names:, jobs and ScldaJ"Security 
numbers of parenrs who owe~ money.!, 

fall But Vugjnia is 0Ii.e at only 12 SI31eS 
With eertiIed systeDlS. 

.... FmdtDg the otrenders. P.ulmls who 
don't have c:ustocty COIlliDUe to 0U1SttJaft 
easeworkers and computers.. About 3D% 
:llee to other swes. I ' 

The CliDton administration ~ 
statistics showing thai c:oll~ons have 
rise1l from sa billion ill 19!i!2: to DearlY 
$12 bWiol1 in 1996; the ,number at cases 
in which palemityvrasesl'3b~hed near· 
Iy doubled in that time. But the perteJ:It­
age of money owed that'saCtnany eo(.. 
lected remains mired at 22. .f¥.t 

States' have begUn deman4jDg more 
information from welfare ~ers about 
delinquent fa:thern.. Nowhere is that pro­

.gram t.ougber l:baD in V~which reo 
quires WOtr.teD to.provide ~'pieces of 
information tbaI may lead tD'the taIher. 
More Ihan 1,700 women bave been pe­
nalized for DOt c:ooperaliDg. 'their pay. 
meats c:ut by at least 25'>&.:" 

S'mr::e 1992. Virginja's coUec:tiODs have 
jumped 18%; 0DlY niDe stafl'lS tsave seen 
a greater iDcreas:e. BItt !he stale (,8Il'l 
IDd nOllQlStt!dial parents in' neariy ball 
i2s C8Sl'S: anoUler 33% baYe been found 
but still are DOt paying. 

Neither Illl'ldlers nor faUlers are salis­
tied With the clranges. Mother,i waat 
swifter justice; fathers usually c:::oars 
me si.1e of peymenrsand penaltiES. 
~ Bland's case is typical on and 

off welfare siDce the birth at bet daugb­
tel' Amicia in 1982. BIaDd found the fa. 
lber ill New Jersey only last year. 'Ibe 
Slate quic:kly esmbIisbed paternity; DOW 
bis inc:ome and aase!S are beingseoored. 
to deterDliDe wbetiler, be can begin ~ 
viding support. But evea ifhe can, Bland 
likely willgetO1lly S50a month wI1ilesb.e 
remains on v.reJ.tare: J:he rest of the man­
eypaid by Amida's dad is kePt by the 
state to reil:nbIlrse its welfare payments. 

ihere bas to be a beUer method'"' to 
find and colIec:t from fathers. says 
Bland, 'afho is unmarried.. She getS sup­
port tor her ~-old son and bopes to 
collect tor her 5-DJoDth.aId. Gaugflter, 
who has a d.i1fereat Ia%ber. "It's workirig 

. !IX> sIo9i'_.. 
-For:Idift JJ:l«:banic: Joseph Miller. 35, 

pays $SO a week and hea1th<are CCSlS 
te>r a 2-year-old son be fathered OUISide 
bis 1'Il3I'riage. He was tb.realened wtth 
suspeosion of his d~s license. 

Because the lIlOCller is on welfare. 
wtLich is funded by tm:payers, he says, 
"I'm paying it bofh ways." 
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FATHER'S DAY, 1997 

, . 

Message Creation Date was at 13-JUN-1997 10:28:00 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office ofthe Press SecretarY 

For Immediate Release June L2, 1997 

FATHER'S DAY, 1997 

BY TfII! PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Raising a child is a sacred mission., and the man who welcomes this mission and 
embraces the obligations of fatherhood is someone who truly deserves our 
recognition and gratitude. On Father's Day, we honor all the men across om 
countIy who have affi.rri1ed the importance ofparenthood by willingly aSSlirning 
its important responsibilities. 

The tight grasp of a newborn baby's tiny hand curled around his or her 
father'S finger only hints at the strength ofthe bond that will grow in all 
the seasons oflife between father and child. Caring fathers are not content 
to merely safeguard their children's physical well-being, but also seek to 
foster their spiritual and moral growth, and pass on their most cherished 
values.. Mentor, teacher, coach, fii,end, and hero, a father gives his son or 
daughter all that his mind, his hands, and his heart can provide. No work is 
too hard, no sacrifice is too great ifdoing so will strengthen, protect, 
nUrture, and instill joy in his child. 

Fathers teach their children to take pride in themselves and their work, . 
to assume responsibility for their lives and character, and to understand the 
rewards ofsharing with others. Most important, fathers -- whether biological, . 
adoptive, or foster -- offer the strong, steady c-orrent ofl6ve that sustains 
their sons and daughters through the good times' and bad times that all ofus 
face. 



Our Nation is blessed that so many Americans cherish the role of 

fatherhood in our'familie's, for fathers add a crucial stability and strength to 

our lives. On Father's Day, let us honor and give thanks to these men who 


. share with their children not only the precious gifts of life and love, but 
also their time, attention, and the kind ofcaring concern that lasts a 
lifetime. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM 1. CLINTON, President ofthe United States of 
America, P't accordance with a joint resolution ofthe Congress approved April 
24, 1972 (36 U.S.C. 142a), do hereby proclaim Suilday, Jurte 15, 1997, as 
Father's Day. I invite the States,communities, and citizens ofthe United 
States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities that 
demonstrate our deep respect and abiding affection for our fathers. 

IN WTINESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

twelfth day ofJune, in the year ofour Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, 

and ofthe Independence ofthe United States ofAmerica the two hundred and . 

twenty-first. 


, WILLIAM J. CLINTON 



Apri116, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ' MELISSA SKOLFIELD 

FROM: ' CYNTHIA RICE ' 

SUBJECT: CHILD SUPPORT INFQ F
'I, 

I 

ROM 
' 

TREASURY, DOJ 

Attached is the :infonnation I got from Treasury and DOJ: 

Treasury: The President signed an Executive Order ori September 28,1996, directing 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary ofHHS and other affected 
agencies, to collect past due child support by seizing federal payments to delinquent parents. 
Last week, Treasury sent its firSt notices to 123,000 people (I'm checking to make sure all were 
delinquent parents--authority also exists'to collect from people who default on student loans or 
otherwise owe the federal government money) in,3 states and the District ofColumbia. Treasury 
wants a big event or at least a Rubin-Shalala White House press corps briefing but also thinks the 
timeliness ofthe first notices should be capitalized upon. Contact at Treasury: Ben Nye 622-2735. 

DOJ: On July 21, 1996, the Piesiden! directed the Attorney General "to draft legislation 
to amend the Child Support Recovery Act to establish a felony offense for a person who willfully 

, fails to pay child support for a child in another State where there has been ah egregious failure to 
meet child support obligations." The bill would make it a felony offense to 1) travel in interstate' 
o~ foreign commerce with the intent to evade a support obligation that is greater than $5,000 or 
has remained unpaid for longer than one year; 2) willfully fail to pay ~'support obligation 

, regarding a child residing in 'another state ,ifthe obligation has remained unpaid for two'years or is 
greater than $10,000. DOJ sentlanguage to the Hill during the 104thCongress; they now have a 
slighly revised version to send up this Congress. DOJ has been holding language at our request. 
DOJ is consulting with their leg affairs staff about their views on our media strategy. Contact at 
DOJ: Debra Cohn, 514-3052. " 



-0 . 

C; ; I O~.c;Hfi~ bt!J 

..+: II uf1k m~f(lh:J 0f 

_l~---·~~··~--. :J ....• 

(yo~ I ~~~ --LA t4fn e nrltr# ( . 
. . .------.. 

~:s~ ~ feYo;f,'~ 
.(00 

' 0 rtJI')i~ r~) 

DO~W61n~ . 
. ..::.-
r _~ ~ohl '. 


-I(h~ . tf7' jVl. ~ .~ .. 


f>rcrrooJ ,-7 ~ /-pvu< di t.eJ1;v ~ . 
Le1'1s ckd ~ ..... . 



i' .' .. 
. , 

" , . 

0)
. . . 

\do l-e+bv ~ 1vtff--lJ . . 
'. . . 

. . 

-,(J "", 
. 

, . . ~, . , 

. J)OJ IV\~ cJ/shelba 'wh ~ .. 


~7h~f ··UAh/7~~·~ 
, . . 

-
- -.­

.,-~'h~· , 

, ~2a-rJ . . . ..... . rfu~~ 
.' . " ". '. T hr1~ 'ih(~s ~,~ 

'I ,- i~H~~~~ ~'.~ 

... 



. j .' .. ~. 

~i\JS .~(~ ~&~~~ 
/~ ... )OV' 
~ .... 

vY-~- .. 

~$~VY\erd-' 





.;- ,. \ ' 

···6r~· .' . 

~ " , 

.... _~ku{fl~or .1~forUS·~· .. 
, VOY1~ 

",...--- ~.6wr~r ..~w~ 


1k.W6.. ~cJqj) ci .1In -e .. 


. ·•. fAntY:.h ~.~ ''avuJ 


··.·····.··~h1~ff~ 

~sPflJrf-v ~)} 

" }. , 

' 

, . .. . . 



/.
;/

/
j""902' . CHILD SUPPORl Ii:NFORCEMENT .'

/ 

'THE WHIT':: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

, i 


May 30, 1997 . 

Mr. John M.Doe 
Title 

, Organization 

Business Adrl 

Business Adr2 " 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 


Dear John: " 

,Thank you for sharing your thoughts about chUa support enforcement. I am' deeply concerned about 

{his imponant issue. , 


Parents' have'a responsibility'to support the children they bring into this world, and reforming the child 
suppon system to ensure that this responsibility is met has been one of my top legislative priorities, The 
welfare refonnbl1l I signed into law on August 22, 1996, contains the ,toughes{ child support enforcement 
measures in ollr nation's history •• change,s that wiIJ improve the procedures used to establish paternity, 
inake ir easier to enter and update child support awards, and dramatically strengthen Qur ability to enforce 
the payment of those awards. This act gives us the ability to track deadbeat parents across state lines, 
suspend their driver's licenses if necessary, and make them work off what they owe.' These measures send 
a clear and consistenr niessage that both parents must take responsibility for their children. 

I'm proud to repon that i,n 1996, the federal/state child support enfo'rcement system collected 
approximately $12 billion, up from $8 billion 'in 1992·· and the child support plan included i.n the welfare 
refonn legislation could increase chHd support collections by $24 billion over the next ten years. If 
parents paid all the child support they should, we could move 800,000 women and children off welfare 
immediately. The federalgovemment should serve as a model for other employers. That's why~n~ 
Febntary 1995, T a.iSo signed an executive order r~lliring federal agencies to cooperate fully wirtl effons ' 
to establish and to enforce child support orders and to help, employees understand how they can meet their 
support obligations. And, in September 1996, I issued another executive order to take additional steps to 
support our children and strengthen American families by facilitating the collection of delinquent child 
SUppOlt obligations from pers.ons who may be eligibJe to receive certain federal payments or federal 

, assistance. The execlitive order says simply, if you owe childsuppoIt, you shouldn't get the support of 
the federal government. ' , 

In June 1996, I directed the Secretary of Health· and Human.Services and [he Secretary of Labor to 

exercise their legal authority. to help implement a pilot program. This program matches new-hire data 

coUected by participating states with Federa] Parent Locator Service data to track parents who owe 

child support in one state and take a jO:b in another. This program will also strengthen the paternity 

establishment requirements for welfare applicants, thereby improving 'child support, enforcement operations. 


, .. . 

,Implerilentation of these initiatives is integral to prqlllotingthe American values of parental 

responsibility, and as we continue. working toward this goal,.l welcome your continued interest. 


Sincerely, 



SCHEDULING REQUEST. April 21, 1997 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING. 


TO: 

, 
FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

DATE & TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Stephanie Stre~t, Director of Scheduling' 

Bruce Reed, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

Child Support Enforcement ,Radio Address 

To highlight the President's record on child support. 

There are three child support enforcement announcements that we would 
like to combine into a radio adciress for May 3 rd or May 10th. Since child 
support enforcement primarily affects mothers, these announcements could 
be combined with a Mother's Day message. 

First, we are ready to transmit to Congress the 20th Annual Report to 
Congress on Child Support Enforcement prepared by HHS which shows 
that from 1992 to 1996 child support collections increased by 50%, from 
$8 billion to a record $12 billion; the number of paternities established 
nearly doubled increasing' from 516,000 to nearly one million; and the 
number ofchild support cases with collections rose to 4 million, an increase 
of43 percent, from 2.8 million. 

Second, as a result of the Executive Order the President signed on 
September 28, i996, the treasury Department has just notified the first' 
123,000 delinquent parents that their federal payments will be seized for 
past due child support. (The '123,000 are fi'omjust three states and the 

. District ofColumbia). . 

Third, in response to a Presidential Directive to the Attorney General on 

July ~1, 1996, we are ready to transmit to Congress legislation'which 

would establish felony violations for certain egregious actions taken to 

avoid paying child support. 


May 3 or May 10 Rad~o Address. 

30 min. 

The White House 

Possibly Secretary Shalala, S~cretary Rubin, and Attorney General Reno. 



REMARKS 
REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA: Open 

CONTACT: Bruce Reed 6-6515 
Christa Robinson . 6-5165 



i ! 

· Weekly Report 
Cynthia Rice 
Aprill8, 1997 

· Child Support Enforcement: We have three child support enforcement annoUncements that We 
.' would like to combine into a radio address for May 3rd or May 100th. First, we are ready to 
'. transmit to Congress the 20th Annual Report to Congress on Child Support Enforcement 
prepared by HHSwhich shows that from 1992 to 1996 child support collections increased by 

· 50.%, from' $8 billion to a record $12 billion~ the mm1berofpat~ties .established nearly doubled 
. m9Ieasingfrom 516,0.0.0. to nearly one million; arid the n1.lIi1ber ofchild support cases with 
collections rose to 4 million, an increase of43 percent, from 2.8 million. . 
l' , . 

Second, as a restilt ofthe Executive Orderyou signed on 'September 28, 1996, the Treasury 

Department hasjust notified the first 123,o.o.O.delinquent parents that their federal payments will 

be seized . for past due child support. Thousands more payments.w.ill be 'seized as Treasury adds 

. tnore types offedeta1 payments and more'states to its new system (the 123,0.0.0.:are from just three 

states and the District ofColumbia). " , 


Third, in'response to a directive you issued to the AttomeyGenera1 on July 21, 1996, we are 
. ready tQtransinit to Congress legislation which would establish felony violations for certain 

6gregiouS actions taken to avoid paying child support. The legislation would make it a felony' 
offense to I) travel in interstate or foreigricommerce with the intent to evade a support obligation 

, that is greater than $5,0.0.0. orh~ remamed unpaid for longer than one year, 2) willfully fail to pay 
a support obligation regarding a childresiding'ID another state ifthe ob~tioh has remained' 
unpaid for two years ,oriS greater than $10.,0.0.0.. The language isa revised version oflanguage 
the Department ofJustice sent to the Hill at the end ofthe lo.4th Congress.. 

'.. ' 
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