TO:  Elena, Pauline, Nicole, and Jen -
FR. Chrlsta ‘ E

Final Documents attached:

- Event Memo. .
- Morning Panel Materials:
Script
Sequence of Speakers
Bios. ) :
- Afternoon Panel Materials:
Script
Sequence of Speakers
Bios -
~ - Ovérview of Policy Announcements j
- - Fact Sheet on Children’s Health Initiative
- Letter of Support from Association of American Medlcal Col leges
- Fact Sheet on Safe Start Initiative :
- Fact Sheet on DOD Memorandum
- DRAFT Copy of Memorandum
- 1 Pager on Event
- Accomplishments Document
- List of Audience Participants
- List of Satellite Sites
- - Internal Q&A



- April 16 1997

CONFERENCE ON EARLY CH.ILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING

DATE: April 17, 1997
LOCATION: - The East Room
TIME: - ~ 1st Panel: 10:45am - 1:00 pm
. | 2nd Panel:  2:45 pm - 4:30 pm
- FROM: ‘Bruce Reed/Elena Kagan

- PURPOSE

" To call attentlon to new sc;entxﬁc research on brain development in very young children
and the practical applications of these findings.- This is also an opportunity to showcase
what your Administration already has-done to enhance early childhood development and -
to announce some new initiatives.

BACKGROUND

You and the First Lady will be hosting two panel discussions, with the Vice President and
Mrs. Gore joining you for the afternoon session. During the morning session of the '
conference, leading researchers and-child development experts will discuss the new
_research and what it means for parents and caregivers. The afternoon session will
highlight model community efforts to support parents and enhance early childhood
development. The First Lady will moderate the afternoon session.

The morning session will be broadcast to approximately 100 satellite sites attended by,
among others, subcabinet officials, and regional administrators. The hosts of these
satellite conferences will put on programs of their own in the aﬁemoon :

This conference builds on the Administration’s investment in children and families. The -
Administration has invested heavily in research to help us better understand the
importance of the first few years of a child’s life, including increasing the funding for NIH
" children’s research by 25%, from $1.3 billion to $1.6 billion. In addition, the
Administration raised funding for Head Start by 43% over the last four years and created '
~ the.Early Head Start program to support families with children ages zero to three. Your
FY 1988 Budget further increases participation in the Head Start program to reach
122,000 more children in FY 1998 than when you first took office.. The Administration
also dramatically increased participation in the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program.



, Thrs conference is an opportumty for you to announce the followmg new p_QLgr_

Executive Memorandum to DOD Based on reports from child ¢ care experts that the
‘military child care system is now the best in the country, you will be issuing an executive
~memorandum directing the Secretary of Defense to use the Department’s expertlse to. help
improve child care across the nation. The memorandum urges the Department to .
consider: (1) creating partnerships with c1v111an child care centers in the community to help
: them i improve quality; (2) providing training courses for civilian child care providers; (3).
sharing the materials and models for worker training, accreditation and evaluation, facility
design, financing, and other ingredients of the military’s success; and (4) working with.
- States and locdl governments to’ enable military child care facilities to serve as training
sites for welfare recrprents rnovmg from welfare to work. : '

- Children’s Health Imtmtwe You wﬂl announce that the Assoctatlon of Amerxcan
Medical Colleges issued a letter of support for your children’s health proposal. Your FY
1998 budget proposal includes a children’s health initiative that will extend coverage to up
to"5 million uninsured children by the year 2000 by strengthening Medicaid for poor:
children, building innovative State programs.to prowde coverage for working families, and

- .';contmumg health eoverage for chlldren of. workers who are between _]ObS

' Expandmg Early Head Start The Department of Health and Human Semces s .- -
requesting proposals for new, Early Head Start programs to expand Early Head Start
enrollment by one-third next year. Created by the Clinton Administration in 1994, the
~ Early Head Start program brings Head Start’s successﬁll comprehensxve serv1ces to
families wnth chxldren ages zero to three and to pregnant women. ’ :

_ 'Amerlca Reads Early Cluldhood Kits:- “Ready, Set, Read " Amenca Reads is releasmg
.~ early childhood development aCtIVIty kits that offer suggestions to families and caregrvers
~‘about developmentally appropriate actmtres for children ages zéro to five. They will be
distributed in May to early childhood programs across the country and to callers to the
Department of Education’s: l-SOO-USA-LEARN hotline; (The krts are bemg handed out
to all of the part1c1pants and press at the conference ) ‘ o

Safe Start The Department of Justlce is estabhshrng “Safe Start” to ehange the way law
enforcement officers respond to. chlldren who are the victims of or witnesses to-violence: -
The program will provide training-on early childhood development to community pollce
officers, prosecutors, probation and parole officers, school personnel and mental health
providers.. It will better prepare law enforcement officials to respond to young chxldren :
“exposed to violence. The initiative is built on the successful partnerships between |

- community police ofﬁcers and mental health providers funded by DOJ.in New Haven
Connecticut and three other communities. (*The New. Haven Police Chief will be

- participating in the aﬁernoon panel to dlSCl.lSS the success of tlus partnershrp in New .

Haven ) - - :



PARTICIPANTS |

ri icipants:
‘The First Lady .-
John Podesta »
BruceReed .
Elena Kagan '
Melanne Verveer
‘Sarah Farnsworth
Carolyn Curiel . _ .
Morning Panel Participants: E Afternoon Panel Participants
The President , o . The President o
The First Lady ‘ ' - TheFirst Lady .
Dr. David’'A. Hamburg, President of the ) Mrs. Gore P
Camegie Corporation of New York o The Vice President v
Dr. Donald J. Cohen, Director-of the Yale : Amold Langbo, Kellog Corporation
Child Study Center (Behavior Development) Dr. Gloria Rodriguez, Avance Program
‘Dr. Carla J.-Shatz, Professor of Neurobiology, Sheila Amaning, Early Childhood PTA
Univ. of California‘ Berkeley (Ne'uroscienoe _ Melvin Wearing, New Haven Police Chief
Overview) Harriet Meyer, Ounce of Prevention .
Dr. Patricia K. Kuhl, Speech and Hearing - Rob Reiner, “I Am Your Child” Campaign

Sciences at the University of Washington ~ Governor Bob Miller, Nevada
.(Language/Cognitive Development) V -
Dr. Ezra C. Davidson, Jr., Drew University
of Medicine (Obstetrician)
Dr. T. Berry Brazelton, Harvard Medxcal
School (Pedmtncmn)
Dr. Deborah Phillips, Institute of Mcdxcme
(Child Care expert)

PRESS PLAN
‘ Open.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS FOR FIRST PANEL

- You will briefly greet panelists in the Blue Room.

. - Panelists are announced into the East Room and take seats at table

= You and the First Lady are announced into the room and proceed to the podium.

- The First Lady makes welcoming remarks from the podium and introduces you.

- - You make remarks from the podium. :

- You and the First Lady then take seats at the table.

- You will call on the first speaker, David Hamburg to open the discussion.

- David Hamburg makes remarks and introduces the next three. consecutive speakers.

- Dr. Donald J. Cohen makes remarks. z '

- Dr. Carla J. Shatz makes remarks.

- Dr. Patricia K. Kuh! makes remarks.

-~ You will thank the first three speakers and call on the next three speakers to dlSCUSS the
implications of the information being dxscussed, beginning with Ezra Davidson..

- Ezra Davidson will make remarks. V

- The President will ask Ezra Davidson a follow-up question.



- Dr. Berry Brazelton will make remarks. - ‘
- The First Lady will ask Dr. Berry Brazelton a follow-up questron
- Dr. Deborah Phillips will make remarks.
- You will ask a follow-up question ‘
"~ At this point, you and the Frrst Lady can pose one or two additional questlons to any of
the panelists. :
- You will thank partxcrpants and close event.

SEQUENCE FQB sg;g "OND PAEE (All speakers are SEATED w}ule speakmg)

- You will briefly greet participants in the Blue Room.

.- The panehsts are announced into the East Room and take their seats.
- You, the First Lady, the Vice President, and Mrs Gore are mtroduced into room and
take seats. : -

.- Mrs. Gore makes welcommg remarks
- The Vice President makes remarks and introduces the First Lady to moderate the .
discussion.

- The First Lady mtroduces all the panel partrclpants and calls on them mdlvrdually to
speak, beginning with Mr. Amold Langbo.

- Mr. Arnold Langbo makes remarks.

- You could ask Mr. Langbo a follow-up quesnon

- Dr. Gloria Rodriquez makes remarks. - '

- The Vice President asks Dr. Gloria Rodriguez a follow-up questron

- Sheila Amaning makes remarks. :

- Mrs. Gore asks Sheila Amaning a question.

- Police Chief Melvin Wearing makes remarks.

- You could ask a follow up question to Police Chlef Wearing.

* - Harriet Meyer makes remarks. '

- You could ask a follow-up question to Harriet Meyer

- Rob Reiner makes remarks.

- You could ask a follow-up question to Rob Reiner.

- Governor Miller makes remarks. :

- You will thank Govemor Miller ‘and other partlclpants and make closing remarks

<

Morning Panel: Opening and closmg remarks prepared by Speechwntlng
Afternoon Panel: Closmg Remarks prepared by Speechwrrtmg

ATTACHMENTS

- Bios on panelists -

* - Script of each panel

- Administration Accomphshments

- 0-3 Poll Executive Summary : -

- Letter of support from the Assocratlon of American Medrcal Colleges



PANEL TLINE F EVENT

The President opens discussion following his remarks by introducing David Hamburg, who w111
serve as moderator for the ﬁrst panel

David Hamburg, President of the Carnegie Cerporation of New York A V
The Carnegie Corporation produced the Seminal 1994 Study “Starting Points.” Last year David
Hamburg received the Presidential Medal of Freedom. S

~ David Hamburg will make very brief remarks and mtroduce the panellsts The followmg three
speakers will make consecutive presentattons

Dr. Donald Cohen, Director of thie Yale Cluld Study Center

Dr. Cohen will dlscuss emergmg knowledge in the field of behavxoral developmcnt

. Dr. Carla Shatz, Professor Neuroblology at the Umversnty of Cahforma, Berkeley
Dr. Shatz will explam brain development and wiring. o

~

Dr. Patricia Kuhl (COOL), Chair, Department of Speech and Hearmg Sciences,
University of Washington. o
Dr. Kuhl will discuss how infants learn language.-

It is important to move quickly' to the second portion of the panel where there is a greater
opportunity for discussion. Below is a suggested questlon if you would like to make
comments at this time.

QOPTIONAL QUESTION (to ,5::11 ): Can you tell us more about how the mteractwns

between children and adults aﬂect children’s Ianguage development?

The President wnll turn to the next three speakers on the panel and ask them to dlscuss the
implications of this scientific research in each of their fields.

“We’re now going to hear from three experts in obstetrics, pediatrics, and child care. They are
going to tell us how they make use of this knowledge to help parents a::d children.”

Dr. Ezra Davrdson, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Charles Drew University of

.Medicine and Science, Los Angeles :
‘Dr.Davidson is an expert on prenatal and pennatal services and their i 1mp0rtance for early

childhood development.

SUGGESTED QUESTION: How can we encourage people who work with expecting
parents to talk to them about the importance of early learning?



‘ Dr. T. Berry Brazelton, Harvard Medlcal School
Dr. Brazelton is America’s best-known pediatrician. He has written 26 books on subjects relatmg _
to child development He will discuss the pediatrician’s role in “early chﬂdhood development.

,I_‘LQ TUS QUESTION: As I mentioned earlier, the orgamzatzon Zero to Tkree today
released the results of a nationwide survey of parents of young children, which tries to
find out what parents know and what they don’t know about their children’s
_development. It is clear from the poll’s findings that parents are hungry for
information on how to enhance their children’s development. Dr. Brazelton, what are
the bests things that every parent can do to nurture their young children. o

Dr. Deborah Phllllps, Director of the Board on Chlldren, Youth and Families of the ‘
National Research Council’s Commlsswn on Social and Behavioral Sc:ences and the

" Institute of Medicine. :

Dr. Phillips is an expert in child care services; she will talk about the implications of this new
scientific research for how we care for our youngest chxldren

SQ(Z(ZESTEB QllESTl!ZN How can we equip parents to f gure out what ch:ld care
settings will be good for their children?

‘ ELQT!E QUEST ZQN Some people argue that what this research really tells us is that
- women with very young children shouldn’t work outside of the home. Can you
comment on that?

The President then thanks participants and makes closing remarks. -



MORNING PANEL PARTICIPANTS ‘

Dr. David A. Hamburg, President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York

Among the many projects completed in his tenure was the production of Starting Points, the 1994 seminal

report on early childhood development. Dr. Hamburg has served on numerous policy boards, including his

.~ current position on the board of the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology. In 1996,
- President Clinton bcstowed onto Dr Hamburg the Presndenllal Medal of Freedom. :

'Dr. Donald J. Cohen, D:rector of the Yale Umversuty Chlld Study Center ‘

The Yale Child Study Center is internationally recognized for its multi disciplinary programs of clinical and
basic research, professional education, and clinical services and advocacy for children and families. Dr.
Cohen is also the Irving Harris Professor of Child Psychiatry, Pediatrics and Psychology at the Yale School of
Medicine. His research has focused on urban child development and approaches to intervention, as well as :
studies of the i xmpact of violence and trauma on chlldren and famllxcs in the Umted States and abroad

Dr. Carla J. Shatz, Professor of Neurobiolo'gy at the University of Caiiforma, Berkelcy

Her ongoing studies of brain development have gained her numerous honors, including the Society for
Neuroscience Young Investigator Award in 1985 and the Charles A. Dana Award for Pioneering -
Achievement in Health and Education in 1995 Dr. Shatz is the: xmmcdlate past president of the 24,000
member Society for Ncuroscxencc

Dr. Patricia K. Kuhl, Chair of Speech and Hearing Sciences at the University of Washington -

Dr. Kuhl’s research focuses on language and speech development, and the results of her studies have
illustrated how infants’ early experience plays a role in the acquisition of language. She.is a Fellow of the
American Association for the Advancement of Scncncc the American Psychologlcal Socncty and the
. Acoustical Socxetv of America. o o -

Dr. Ezra C. Davndson, Jr,, Professor of the Department of Obstetncs and Gynecology at the Charles - -
- R. Drew University of Medicine and Scnence, Los Angeles, California

Dr. Davidson also holds professorships at the Umvcrsnty of California, Los Angeles and the Dartmouth
School of Medicine. He has led an active career in research, education, and clinical and public service,
serving, for example, as president-of the Amencan College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and as chair of
the Secretary of Health and Human Services’ Advxsoxy Committee on Infant Mortality. He currently chairs

» the Advxsoxy Committee for Reproductive Hcalth Drugs for the Food and Drug Administration. -

Dr. T. Berry Brazelton, Clinical Professor of Pediatncs Emerntus at Harvard Medical School

Dr. Brazelton is a widely acclaimed pediatrician, author, and professor, who has served as president of the
Society for Research in Child Development and of the Natnonal Center for Clinical Infant Programs Dr.
Brazelton is also an active member of the Child Developmcnt Unit at Children’s Hospital in Boston,
Massachusctts : : , : :

- Dr. Deborah Phllhps Director of the Board on Ch:ldren, Youth and Famlhes of the Nat:onal Research
Council’s Commission on Social and Behavioral Sciences and the Institute of Medicine
Dr. Phillips is an expert in child care policy. She was the first Director of the Child Care Information Service
of the National Association for the Education of Young Children, and serves on numerous advisory groups
that address child and family policy issues, including the Task Force on Meeting the Needs of Young .
Children of the Carnegie Corporation of New York and the Advisory Committee on Services for Families
-with Infants and Toddlers of the US. Admmlstrauon for Chlldrcn ‘Youth and Families.
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MORNING PANEL SEQUENCE QF SPEAKERS

Mrs. Clinton makes welcoming remarks..
The President makes remarks.
Dr. David A. Hamburg, President of the Camegie Corporation of New York, intmduces panelists.

_Dr, Donald J, Cohen, Director of thé Yalc University Child Study Centcr wxll discuss cmcrgzng
knowledge in the field of behavioral development. .

D_c&a__la_&lmg, Professor of Neurobxology at the Umversnty of California, Bcrkelcy, will explam
brain development and wiring.

Dr, Patricia Kuhl, Chair of Speech and Hearing Sciences at thc Umversnty of Washmgton, will
. discuss how infants learn languagc «

The President thanks first three panelists and calls on next three.

r. Ezra Davidson, Jr., Professor ofbbstctncs and Gynecology at the Charles R. Drew University
of Medicine and Science, will dxscuss the importance of prenatal and perinatal services to early child
devclopmcnt

The President asks a question.

Dr, T, Berry Brgzglmn, Cllmcal Professor of Pediatrics Ementus at Harvard Medical School w1|l
~discuss the pedlamman s role in early childhood devclopmcnt o

The First Lady asks a questzon

r, Deborah Phillips, Director of the Board on Children, Youth and F amilies of the National
Rescarch Council’s Commission on Social and Behavioral Sciences and the Institute of Medicine,
will discuss the implications oﬁ new scientific research for ¢hild care.
The President asks a qkestion.
The First Lady asks a question.

‘The President will make clos'inbg remarks.



E NEL
(Suggested questlons are for POTUS unless otherwise indicated)
- Mrs. Gore will make welcoming remarks and introduce the Vice President.
- The Vice President will make remarks and introduce the First Lady to moderate.
-~ The First Lady will introduce panelists and call on Mr. Langbo to make remarks.

Mr. Arnold Langbo, CEO, The Kellogg Company, Battle Creek, Michigan
Last fall, Kellogg launched a commumty-vwde effort to prowde practlcal early bram development mformatlon to -
every Battle Creek parent and caregiver. =~ 0

SUGGESTED QUESTION: W?zat kmd of employment poI:c:es can busmesses adopt to sapport tketr
employees as parents?

Dr. Gloria Rodriguez, Founder, President and CEO, AVANCE (A-VON SAY) Inc., Texas :
The AVANCE Program is a widely acclaimed community and school-based family support program that serves
children and parents in low-income hispanic families throughout Texas.

*VP ASKS QQE;SZZQQ Can you tell us about the role of fathers inA VANCE?

Sheila Amaning (A-MON-ING), Co-Presxdent, Charlotte—Mecklenburg Early Childhood PTA North
Carolina As a parent, as co-president of the Early Childhood PTA, and as an employee of a non-profit that
provides information to parents on early leaming, she is committed to enhancing childhood development. -

MRS. GORE ASKS QUESTION: What have you learned from other parents and teachers in the
Early Chddkoad PTA program that has helped you asa parent? ,

Melvin Weanng, New Haven Chief of Pohce, New Haven, Connectxcut
Through a DOJ-funded program, Police Chief Wearing works in partnership with the Yale Child Study Center to
train commumty police officers to use Chl]d development pnncnples in their work. ,

SQQLZEQTED QQESZZQN Do you thmk this effort will help to reduce crzme in the long term?

Harriet Meyer, Executwe Dlrector, Ounce of Prevention, Chicago, Illinois
The Ounce of Prevention Fund is a statewide program in Illinois that develops inriovative early childhood
programs and runs model Early Head Stan and chlld care programs.

' SUGGESTED QUESTION: What do you think are the advantages of home visifing?

Rob Reiner, Castle Rock Entertainment, Founder of the “I Am Your Child” Campaign
. The “I Am Your Child” campaign being announced this week brings together entertainment leaders,
corporations, early childhood experts, etc. to work together to promote family and commumty involvement in

the early stages of young children’s lives.

SUGGESTE QQESZ ION: What do you think is the medta s responsibility to tmpro ve children’s
lives through the entertainment they prowde?

Gov. Bob Miller, Governor of Nevada, Chair of the Natmnal Governors’ Assocnatmn and Co-Chair of the
National Governors’ Association Chlldren s Task Force.

The President will thank participants and make closmg remarks.



FTERNOON PANEL PARTICIPA

Arnold Langbo, CEO, The Kellogg Company, Battle Creek, Mlchlgan «

~ Last fall, Kellogg launched “Learning Now!” a community-wide partnership between local business and
education leaders to provide practical early brain development information to every Battle Creek parent and

. caregiver. The campaign includes print, radio and TV ads, mailings to parents with information tailored to the

-age of their children, and brown-bag lunches in hundreds of businesses. The goal is to ensure that every

student amvcs at school ready to lcarn : :

Gloria Rodrnguez, President and CEO AVANCE Inc Famlly Support and Educatmn Programs, |
Texas
The AVANCE Program, foundcd by Dr. Rodnguez in 1973, is a widely acclaimed commumty and school-
based family support program that serves over 7,000 low-income children and parents a year in
. predominantly Hispanic communltt_cs throughout Texas. AVANCE operates in public housing centers,
elementary schools, and through its family service centers. It presents classes on child development and *

- parenting activities, conducts home visits by trained staf¥, reaches out to fathers, and disseminates

~ information on community services and education classes and job training.

Sheila Amaning, Co-President, Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools Early Childhood PTA, North Carolina
This Early Childhood PTA gives parents of pre-school age children the opportunity to share ideas with each

- other and become involved in their children's learning from the start. Ms. Amaning has parnclpatcd in this
Early Chlldhood PTA since her son was two ycars old. o

Melvin Wearmg, Chief of Police, New Haven, Connectlcut '
With support from the Department of Justice, the New Haven Police Department has partnered with mental
health clinicians at the Yale Child Study Centcr to develop innovative ways in whxch commumty pohcc
officers can deliver better serve children and famlllcs exposed to v1olencc -

Harriet Meyer, Executive Director, Ounce of Prevention, Chicago, lllinois :

" The Ounce of Prevention Fund combines public resources with private funds to develop and test innovative
early intervention strategies for replication, The Ounce’s Center for Successful Child Development provides
child care, Head Start and Early Head Start, home visits, medical care, and other services to families in public
" housing. The Qunce’s Becthovcn Project was one of the mode!s for the federal Early Head Start program
established in 1994. '

,Rob Reiner, Founder, “I Am Your Child” Campangn :

The “I Am Your Child” campaign launched this week brings together entertainment leaders, corporatlons
foundations, elected officials, and carly childhood experts to work together to promote famlly and commumty
mvolvcment in the carly stages of young chxldrcn s lives. :

Gov. Bob Miller, Governor of Nevada, Chair of the National Governors’ Association and Co-Chair of

the National Governors’ Association’s Children’s Task Force :
The National Governors’ Association has formed the Children’s Task Force to explore what actlons statcs

. can take to enhance carly childhood developmcnt



FTERNQON PANEL SEQUENCE QF SPEAKE
Mrs. que will make welcoming i'elnarkﬁ.
The Vice President will make remarks ‘
The First Lndy ‘will introduce panelists

-Arnold Langbg, CEQ, The Kellogg Company, will dlscuss the commumty-wude effort Kellogg
launched last fall to provide early brain development information to parents,

The President asks a question.

Gloria Rodriguez, President and CEO, AVANCE, Inc. Family Sdbport and Education
Programs, Texas will discuss the contributions parenting programs can make.

The Vice President asks a question.

Sheila émgning' ; Co-President, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Early Childhood PTA, will
discuss the benefits of Early Childhood PTA.

Mrs. Gore asks a question.

Melvin Wearing, New Haven Chief of Police, will discuss a pioneering initiative that trains
commumty police officers to use child development principles in their work

Yhe Preszdent asks a ques{mn

ﬂarng; Meyer, Executive Director of Qunce of Prevent:on in Chicago, will dlscuss innovative
early childhood programs and model Early Head Start programs.

The President asks a question.

Rob Reiner will discuss the “I Am Your Child” campaign launched this week and the media’s
role in making early childhood development information available. '

The Pres:‘dent asks a question.

g}_gvgrnor Bob Miller wull dlscuss what states are domg to enhance early childhood
development.

The President will thank Governor Miller and make closing remarks.



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON.
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEA]RN]NG
POLICY ANN OUNCEMENTS '

B AToday, the Pre31dent and First Lady are hostmg The WYute House Conference on Early Cluldlzood .

- Development and Leammg What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest o

 Children. The day-long conference hlghhghts new scientific findings on brain development in very young
- chlldren and points tq the lmportance of chlldren s earhest experlences in helpmg them get off to a strong
~ and healthy start and reach thexr ﬁrll potent1a1 SRR :

Y

~ . Clinton Admmtstratnon Comrmtment to Young Chnldren. The Clmton Admlmstratton has mvested

heavily in research to help us better understand the importance of the first few years of life to chid = . . k
development and learmng President Clinton has also strengthened efforts to support families with young
- children by investing in Head Start and Early Head Start, the WIC Supplemental Nutntton Program, a

_ immunization and other early chlldhood programs L : ,

At the conference the Presxdent will make a series of pohcy announcements that burld on the Chnton
Admtrustratton s commrtment to young chlldren : :

' ‘-Improvmg the Quallty of Chlld Care By Learnmg from the Mlhtary Chlld care experts beheve that
the military child care system is now the best in the country. The President is issuing an executive
memorandum directing the Secretary of Defense to use the Department’s expertise to help improve child
care across the nation: The memorandum urges the Department to consider: (1) creating partnerships
with civilian child care centers’ in the community to help them improve quality; (2) providing training
courses for civilian child care providers; (3) sharmg the miaterials and models for worker training, .
accreditation and-evaluation, famhty design, financing,- and other mgredtents of the mlhtary s success; and
(4) working with States and local governments to enable military child care facnhtles to serve as trammg
sites for welfare recxptents movmg from welfare to work.. : : :

Provndmg Health Coverage for Clnldren The Prestdent s ﬁscal year 1998 budget includes a chtldren s

health initiative that will extend coverage to up to 5 million uninsured children by the year 2000 by
strengthening Medicaid for poor. children, bunldmg innovative State. programs to provide coverage for .
working families, and continuing health coverage for children of workers who are between jobs. Today, -
. the Assomat:on of American Medzcal Colleges 1ssued a letter of support for the Clmton Admrmstratlon s

- children’s health proposal o ‘ i

Importance of Early Ed ucatron The Presxdent recogmzes that chlldren must be nurtured and
stimulated in the earhest years. That is why he is. announcmg twe 1n1t1atwes geared toward early leammg .

. Expandmg Early Head Start The Department of Health and Human Semces is requesting
proposals for new Early Head Start programs to expand Early Head Start enrollment by one-third
' next year. Created by the Clinton Administration in 1994, the Early Head Start program brings
‘Head Start’s successful comprehensrve servtces to farmhes mth chlldren ages zero to three and to
. pregnant women. ' : : '

K ) lemg Parents and Careglvers Early Chtldhood Tdols. The President’s Amenca Reads
~ Challenge is releasmg “Ready*Set*Rea early childhood development activity kits. The kits
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offer suggestions to families and Carengers about developmentally appropriate activities for
children ages zero to five. They will'be distributed in May to early childhood programs across the
country and to callers to the Department of Educatlon s 1- 800-USA-LEARN hctlme

Safe Start. The Department of Justice is estabhshmg “Safe Start” to change the way law enforcement
officers respond to children who are the victims of or witnesses to violence. ‘The program will provide
training on early childhood development to commiunity police officers, prosecutors, probation and parole
officers, school personnel and mental health prcvxders It will better prepare law enforcement officials to
respond to young children exposed to violence and can help prevent today’s children from turning into

_ tomorrow’s criminals. The initiative is built on the successful partnerships between community police

. officers and mental health providers funded by DOJ in New Haven, Connecucut and three other

commumtles



PRESIDENT CLINTON’S CHILDREN’S HEALTH INITIATIVE

Significant gaps remain in Chlldfeﬂ S health coverage. In 1995 10 nulhon chxldren in America
lacked health insurance: The President’s children’s health initiative will extend coverage to up to
" 5 million uninsured children by 2000 by strengthening Medicaid for poor children, building
innovative State programs for-working families, and continuing health coverage for children of
workers who are between jobs. Today, the Association of American Medical Colleges issued
a letter of support for the Clinton Administration’s children’s health initiative.

Strengthening Medicaid for Poor Children

* °  12-Month Continuous Eligibility. Currently, many children receive Medicaid protection
- foronly part of the year. The President's fiscal year 1998 budget gives States the option_
to provide one year of continuous Medicaid coverage to children. The budget invests
.$3.7 billion over five years, covering an estimated million children who Would otherwise
be uninsured.

. Outreach. -The Pre’sid‘ent also proposes to work with the Nation’s Governors, '
communities, advocacy groups, providers, and businesses to develop new ways to reach
out-to the 3 million children eligible but not enrolled in Medicaid.

Building Innovative State Programs for Children in Working Families

e The President’s budget provides $3.8 billion between 1998 to 2002 (3750 million a year)
in grants to States. States will use these grants to provide insurance for children,
leveraging State and private investmients in children’s coverage through a matching system
(as in Medicaid). States have flexibility in designing eligibility rules, benefits (subject to
minimums set by the Secretary), and delivery systems. .

e The Federal grants, in combination with State and private money, will cover an estimated
* one million children whose families ¢arn too much to qualify for Medicaid but too little to-
‘afford private coverage. The grant program will also increase Medicaid enrollment by
about 400,000 kids since some families interested in the new program w1]l leam that thelr
children are in fact eligible for Medicaid. ' :

Continuing Coverage for Children Whose Parentstarr‘e B_étnféen Jobs

. The President's budget will give States grants to temporarily cover workers between jobs,

‘ including their children, at a cost of $9.8 billion over the budget window. The program,
which is structured as a four-year demonstration, will offer temporary assistance (up to 6
months) to families who would otherwise lose their coverage. This assistance may be
used to purchase coverage from the worker's former employer (through COBRA) or other
pnvate plans at States' dnscretlon

. This 1mt1at1ve will help an estimated 3.3 million working Americans and their families,
mcludmg 700,000 chlldren in any gwen year. :

. The Presxdent s budget also makes it easier for small busmesses to establish voluntary
purchasing cooperatives, increasing access to insurance for workers and their children.

o



2450 N STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20037-1127 ; T T T Yordan | Cohen, MD., President

PHONE 202-828-0400 FAX 202-828-1125 o

April 17,1997

‘The President e T
The White House ’ o
. Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Presid’en't:

On behalf of the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC), I write to express our.
strong support for your efforts to extend health care coverage to the ten million American
children who are currently thhout coverage

Recent studies have shown that the reduction in the availability of health insurance has
disproportionately affected children in part due to the decline in-employment-based dependent
coverage coupled with the general reduction of employment-based coverage. As you know, lack
of health insurance coverage has been shown to be a deterrent for individuals both in requesting -
and receiving care. As a result, many uninsured persons seek treatment for themselves and their
‘family when their condition is more advanced and, as a'result, more difficult and expensive to
treat. For a child, forgoing needed medical care can have implications that last a lifetime.

The AAMC represents all of the nation’s 125 accredited medical schools, approximately 400

major teaching hospitals, including 75 Veterans Affairs medical centers, the faculty of these
institutions through 89 constituent academic society members and the more than 160,000 men

and women in medical education as students and residents. The AAMC member institutions,

which have the multiple missions of education and training, reséarch and direct patient care, are
acutely aware of the rise in the number of umnsured Amencans many of whom seek treatment at -
our mstltutlons : . : Lo :

- Asyou strive to reach an agreement on a balanced budget, the AAMC strongly supports your -
efforts as well as those on Capitol Hill to mclude a 51gn1ﬁcant investment to expand health

.- insurance coverage for children. We' ‘are prepared to work with y you, your staff and members of
Congress to achieve thls critical objectxve for our nat: n’s children. : :

-

President



LINTON ADMINISTRATION'S SAFE START INITIATIVE

Annggngemen{ N S ‘ ‘
e« Today at the White House Early ChlldhOOd Development and Learmng Conference the A
. President announced a new Safe Start Initiative to help break the cycle of violence for our
" nation’s youngest victims. The Safe Start Initiative will prov1de trammg to law , ,
enforcement, prosecutors school personnel, probation officers, and other professmnals to
‘better respond to the needs of clnldren exposed to v1olenoe in- their homes and

o commumtles
" . The Problem Lo
« Throughout Amenca too many clnldren are exposed to v1olence at home, in their

- neighborhoods, and in their schools Children’s exposure to violence has been associated
- with increased depressmn, anger, substance abuse, and lower academic achievément.
Children who experience violence either as v1ct1ms or w1tnesses also are at 1ncreased nsk
of beoommg wolent themselves : ' ~

e Ina study conducted at Boston City Hospital, 1 out of every 10 chxldren seen in its _
primary care clinic had witnessed a shootmg or stabbing before the age of 6 -- half in their
homes and half in'the streets. The average age of these children was only 2.7 years old.

s The Safe Start Initiative bullds on the Chlld Development-Commumty Poholng Program
*(CD-CP) started in 1991 between the New Haven Department of Police Services and Yale
University Child Study Center, and now funded by the Department of Justice. It was '
- more recently extended to Buffalo NY Charlotte NC; Nashvrlle TN; and Port and OR,
with Justlce Department ﬁmdmg :

. The Safe Start Imtlattve wxll 1norease the number and expand the scope of these reglonal
demonistration sites in which community police ofﬁcers partner with mental health
chmclans to prowde rapld and eﬁ‘ectwe treatment to children exposed to wolence :

e  The Safe Start Imtlatlve w111 also prov1de natlonw1de mtenswe trammg and techmcal
' assistance for professionals who come into ¢ontact w1th children who have been exposed
to family and gang violence, vrolence in thelr commumty and schools, and abuse or
neglect ~ : :

L. A Up to 20,000 professmnals who work with chrldren in commumtres across the nation will
' receive Safe Start training moludmg law enforcement prosecutors school personnel ‘and
probatxon and parole officers. .- <
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PRESIDENT CLINTON ASKS THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
TO SHARE EXPERTISE F ROM THE MILITARY CHILD CARE SYSTEM

We now know that children’s earliest exper:ences, including rhose in child care, have significant effects on
learning and development. I believe we all have a ro;’e to play in making sure that all of our chzldren have
a strong and healthy start in life.

- Prcsxdent Blll Chntan, 4/17/97

Today, the President urged the Sccrctary of thc Department of Defense to usc the m:lltary s expertlse

‘to 1mprove child care across the nation.

Building on Success Learning from the Mllltary -
Child care experts believe that the military child care system is now the best in the country. Mllltary
child care programs serve the families of men and women in the United States armed forces and the

" civilian employees of the Department of Defense. In developing its child care system, the Department

of Defense has learned how to make a difference in the day to day lives of children. The military child
care system is noted for: (1) high quality standards, including a high percentage of accredited centers;
(2) a strong enforcement and oversight system with four annual unannounced inspections and a 1-800
hot line for parents to report concerns; (3) mandatory training for child care providers; (4) relatively
generous wages and benefits tied to continued training and education; (5) a system of linking up and
providing needed support to 1nd1v1dual home care providers; and (6) sufficient funding to make quality

- child care affordable.

Leading the Nation in Chlld Care Accredltatlon

“Most notably, the Defense Department today leads the nation in achieving chlld care accredltatlon 72%

of all of its child care programs have been accredited, compared to 5% nanonally Most of the
Department’s success in meeting accreditation standards has come recently: the National Association
for the Education of Young Children has accredlted 337 of military child care facnhtles today, as
compared to 55 in 1992 '

A Challenge to the Defense Department

‘The President issued an executive memoranduni to the Secrctary of Defense, dlrcctmg hnn to use the

Department's expertise to improve child care.in communities across the nation. The memorandum
urges the Department to consider: (1) creating partnerships with civilian child care centers in the

community to help them improve quality; (2) providing training courses for civilian child care

providers; (3) sharing the materials and models used by the military for worker training, accreditation

‘and evaluation, facility design, financing and other ingredients of their success; and (4) working with

States and local governments to enable military child care facilities to serve as trammg locations for
welfare recipients moving from wclfare to work.



DRAFT

" DATE

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Using Lessons Learned from the Militaxy Child Care System to Improve -
the Quality of Child Care in the United States

We now know that children’s earliest Vexperiences including those in.child eare have significant
effects on learning and development. I believe we all have a role to play in making sure that all of
our children have a strong and healthy startin life.

The Military Child Development Programs have attained a nation-wide reputation for an abiding

. commitment to-quality in the delivery of child care. Your dedication to adequate funding, strict
oversight, improved training and wage packages, and strong family child care networks and your
commitment to meeting national accreditation standards is laudatory. I believe that the military
has important lessons to share wrth the rest of the nation on how to improve the quahty of child ~
care for all of our nation’s chrldren :

I therefore direet you, in consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the
Administrator of the General Services Administration, to share the expertise and lessons learned
from the Military Child Development Programs with federal, state, and local agencies, as well as
with private and non-profit entities, that are responsible for providing child care for our nation’ s
children. T ask that you report to-me, within sixth months with a preliminary report and within
one year with a final report, on actrons taken and with further recommendatrons T urge you to
consider the followmg ~

L In eonsultation with States, encourage military installation child development facilities in
the United States to ‘partner with civilian child care programs in their local communities to
improve the quality of service offered. The military staff could provide assistance with
local accreditation efforts, offer training as available, assist with state and local child
development credentlalmg processes and prowde models of effective Chlld care practices.

II.  Establish nnhtary Child Care Programs of Excellence to the greatest extent fea51ble to
offer training courses to civilian child care providers. - These training courses could
demonstrate model practices for child care centers, family child care homes, and school-



V..

age facilities.

- Make widély available to the civilian child care community information on the model

approaches and designs that the military uses for training and compensation, accreditation

-and evaluation, playground and facility design, support systems linking individual family

child care providers, as well as overall financing strategies.

Establish partnerships with State or County employment and job training programs to
enable Military Child Development Centers and Family Child Care Homes to serve as
training locations for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work. Military programs
could provide on-the-job training, work experience, and an understanding of best practices
for the delivery of child care. '



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND. LEARN[NG
'WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON THE BRAIN TELLS US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN

“Learning begins in the first days of life. Sc:entzsrs are now dzscovermg how young children develop emotionally and
intellectually from their very first days, and how important it is for parents to begin immediately ta!kmg singing, even
reading to their mfams .We already know we should start teaching children before they start school. ”

»

‘ | --President Bill Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4,1997

Today, the President and First Lady are hosting The White House Conference on Early Childhood
Development and Learning: What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Children. The
day-long conference highlights new scientific findings on brain development-in very young children and point to
the importance of children’s earliest experiences in helping them get off to a strong and healthy start.

Applying New Findings on Brain Development in the Earliest Years. New scientific research shows that
experiences after birth -- particularly in the first three years of life -- have a dramatic impact on brain
development. That means that nurturing, talking to, singing to and reading to our youngest children will improve
their ability to learn and develop throughout their lives. The White House Conference will focus on the practical
applications of the latest scientific research on the brain, particularly for parents and caregivers. The conference
will also.be a‘call to action to all members of society -- mcludmg the health, business, media and faith
commumtres chrld care provrders and government -- to use this information to strengthen America’s families.

Clinton Admlmstratron Commntment to Young Children. This conference builds on the Clinton
Administration’s investment in children and families. The Administration has invested heavily in research to help
us better understand the importance of the first few years of life to child development and learning. Between
1993 and 1997, fundmg for NIH- chlldren s research increased 25%, from $1.3 billion to $1.6 billion.

President Clinton has also strengthened eﬁ‘orts to support families with young children. To take just a few
examples, the Administration raised funding for Head Start -- providing low-mcome children and their families
with comprehensive educatlon, health services, and nutrition -- by 43% over the last four years and created the
Early Head Start program to support families with children ages zero to three. The President’s FY 1998 Budget
further increases participation to reach 122,000 more children in FY 1998 than when he took office. The
Administration also dramatically increased participation in the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program, providing

" 7.4 million pregnant women, infants, and children with nutrition packages and information and health referrals --

1.7 million more than when President Clinton took office. And his FY 1998 Budget would achieve his goal of
full partrcrpatlon in the WIC program by the end of FY 1998."

Conference Program and Partrcnpants Durmg the morning session of the conference, leading researchers and
child development experts will discuss the new research and what it means for-parents and caregivers.” The:
panelists for this session are: Dr. David Hamburg, Carnegie Corporation of New York (moderator); Dr. Carla
Shatz, University of California, Berkeley, Dr. Donald Cohen, Yale Child Study Center; Dr. Patricia Kuhl,
University of Washington; Dr. Ezra Davidson, Drew University of Medicine, Dr. T. Berry Brazelton, Harvard
University; and Dr. Deborah Phillips, National Research Council. The afternoon session will highlight model
community efforts to support parents and enhance early childhood development. The. panelists include: Avance
Family Support and Education Program, ‘San Antonio, TX; the CEQ and Chalrman of the Board The Kellogg
Company, Battle Creek Michigan; and Ounce of Preventron Chlcago IL.

* Broad Partxclpatlon Across the Country ’I‘he mommg session of the conference will be broadcast by satelhte
to over 80 locations across the country. The satellite conferences will be co-hosted by regronal federal agencres
local officials, and chlldren s and other orgamzatlons :



CLINTON A]')MINISTVRAT'IOVN’ EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE
'DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICA’S YOUNGEST CHILDREN

“Learning begins in the first days of life.” Scientists are now discovering how young

children develop emotionally and intellectually from their very first days, and how important it is for
parents to begin immediately talking, singing, even reaa‘mg to their mfants‘... We already know we
should start teaching children before they start schoof

- Pre51dent Bili Clmton State of the Union Address, Fe bruary 4, 1997

Recent scientific research has demonstrated that experiences during the earliest years of life --
before children reach school age -- are critical to their cognitive, emotional, and physical
development. Nurturing and stimulating children in the first years of life actually help their
brains develop and prepare them for the challenges of school and later life. President Clinton is
committed to giving America’s children the opportumty to live up to their God-given potential
by investing in research, supporting parents and caregivers, and strengthening programs that
prov1de early intervention to dlsadvantaged families. :

PROTECTING OUR GEIILDREN?S HEALTH

Supported Over 90% of all Children’s Research. In fiscal year 1995, the federal government
spent an estimated $2 billion on research and development directly related to children and youth.
-- over 90% of all funding of children’s research. Spending on children’s health research at The
National Institutes of Health (NIH) increased 25% between 1993 and 1997, and this year NIH
will spend $904 million on research on young children alone. This research has contributed to

. the recent advances in understanding early learning and language development.

Increased participation in WIC program. WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program provides

~ nutrition packages, nutrition education, and health referrals to low-income pregnant women, ,

" infants, and children. Over the past four years participation has expanded by 1.7 million from 5.7
to 7.4 million women, infants, and children. The increase in the President’s budget proposal
fulfills his commitment to achieving full participation in WIC by the end of 1998. Research

- shows that WIC prenatal services save Medicaid much more than they cost by reducmg health
care expenses in the first 60 days after birth.

- Raised Ck:ldhood Immunization Rates to an All-Time High. The President’s Childhood -
Immunization Initiative focuses on five areas: 1) improving the quahty and quantity of .
vaccination delivery services; 2) reducing vaccine costs for parents; 3) increasing commumty
participation, education and partnerships; 4) improving systems to monitor diseases and
vaccinations; and 5) improving vaccines and vaccine use. This initiative has achieved notable

1



1

, success. In 1995 75% of two -year olds were fully 1mmumzed ~-‘an hlstonc hlgh Fundmg for
’ chlldhood 1mmumzat10n has doubled smce ﬁscal year 1993 -

Protected the Medzca:d Guarantee for 9 Mtllton thldren Under 6 Years Old. Thxs :
Administration has protected and, presewed --and now will improve on -- the guarantee of,
Medicaid coverage for 36 million Americans, including 9 million children under the age of 6. In

1995, the President vetoed the Republican Medicaid block grant proposal that would have ended . o

“the guarantee of coverage forup to 4 mllhon chlldren by 2002. At the same time, the President. -
worked with states by granting 15 comprehenswe Medlcald waivers and approving many more
» .state plan amendments that i 1mprove and expand coverage for chlldren S -

.. Seeks to Extend Health Coverage to Up to5 lekon Chtldren Although thlS Admmlstratlon

has made great strides in protectmg the health of America’s neediest children, there is still much -

to-be done In 1995, more than 10 mllllon American children, 80% of whom have workmg

parents, had no health insurance. The Presuient s budget takes three 1mportant steps to address

- the problem of children who lack health insurance coverage: - :

1)  Provides annual grants to states to cover health 1nsurance premlums for fam111es of
workers who are in-between _]ObS ' :

2) - Utilizes state partnershlp grants to- help workmg famﬂles who a are not ehglble for.

Medicaid to purchase private insurance for their children; and ~
3) . Expands Medicaid coverage by allowmg States to continue Med1ca1d coverage forup to
" one year even if family income changes 1nten51fy1ng outreach to children who are -

currently ehglble but not enrolled; and continuing current law expanswns of coverage to .
reach poor chlldren between the ages of 13and18. :

. Fighting Pediatric AIDS In 1994 the Nat10na1 Instltutes of Health released new research

o showmg that the use of the drug AZT by HIV-mfected -pregnant women can reduce the risk of
transmission from mother to child by two-thirds. In response, the Food and Drug Admnustratlon
qulckly approved changes in labeling mdlcatlons for AZT to include HIV-infected pregnant -

~women and, in 1995, the Centers for Dlsease Control began recommending routing HIV ‘

* counseling and voluntary HIV testing for all pregnarit women. In addition, the President has

consistently supported investment through Title IV of the Ryan White CARE Act, which
provides grants for coordinated HIV services and access to research for children, women and .
families. Since 1994, $113 million has been approprlated under. Tltle v, w1th 59 orgamzatlons

‘ 3~1n 26 states, Puerto Rico and the D1strlct of Columbla recelvmg support ,

.Protectmg Mathers and Chddren Due to the Chnton Admmlstratlon s comprehenswe strategy '
to increase access to prenatal care, the prehmmary estlmate for the U.S. infant mortality rate (the
rate at which bables die before their first blrthday) is at an historic low of less than 8 deaths per
1,000 live births in 1995, and the proportion of. mothers getting early prenatal care is-at-a record
high of 81%. In addition, the President spearheaded leglslatlon requiring insurance companies to
cover at least 48 hour hospital stays followmg Chlldblrth‘ In 1970, the average length of stay for -
an uncompheated delivery was four days, but by 1992 it had dechned to two days. This.
legislation ensures that mothers and babies do not leave the hospltal before they and their doctors
decide they are ready The Admlmstratlon is ensunng that the health needs of mothers and



children are met by providing over $1 billion in FY 97 for Title V Maternal and Child Health
Programs. The Maternal and Child Health Block Grant, one of the Title V programs, serves
approximately 17 million women, infants and children, in partnership with states. In addition,
Title V programs provide comprehensive care for children with special health needs, meet
‘nutritional and development needs of m'other's and children and help reduce infant mortality.

, Preventmg Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). ‘The Clinton Administration launched the
. Back to Sleep public education campaign to send the message to parents and health professionals
that putting babies to sleep on their backs can reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.
Largely as a result of this campa1gn SIDS deaths dropped by 30% between 1992 and 1995.

PROMOTING EARLY LEARNING E

Increased participation in Head Start created Early Head Start for 0-3 year olds, and
improved program quality. For more than thirty years, Head Start has been one of our nation’s
best investments. President Clinton has made i 1mprovmg and expanding Head Start a priority
because Head Start ensures that low-income children start school ready to learn. Over the past

- five years, funding for the program has increased by 80%, and in fiscal year 1997 Head Start will
serve 800,000 low-income children five years old and younger. Initiated in 1994, there are now
143 Early Head Start programs across the country, expanding the proven benefits of Head
Start to low-income families with children under three. Over the last three years, the Clinton
Administration has also invested significantly in improving program quality and providing local
programs with the resources they need to attract and retain high quality teachers. The President’s-
1998 budget proposal provides a $324 million i increase in Head Start’ s budget SO that it will '
remain on course to serve 1 million chlldren by 2002. :

Impraved Support for Infants and T oddlers with Speéial Needs. Under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Infants and Families Program supports the continuing"

~ efforts of states to implement high quality statewide early lnterventlon sérvices for infants and
toddlers with disabilities. Over the past four years, funding for the program has increased by 48%
or $102.5 million. During the same period, the number of children served increased by 21.5%.

An estimated 191,000 children will be served in fiscal year 1998.

Enhanced Family Literacy Program. Even Start Family Literacy is a famirly focused grant
program to improve the educational opportunities for children and. their parents in low-mcome
areas by integrating family literacy activities, including early childhood education, adult
education, and parenting education. Since 1993, funding for Even Start has increased by over
40% to support programs in'every state and the District of Columbia. -

Providing Fundmg for Parent Resource Centers in 42 States. In addition to mvolvmg parents
in the development of state and local education plans, the President’s Goals 2000 program
provides funding to establish parent resource centers that help parents learn how ‘to help their
children meet high standards. The centers provide training, distribute resource materials, and
support a variety of programs that strengthen family involvement in education. In fiscal year
1997, funding is available for support centers in 42 states, 14 more than in 1996.



Promoting Parents as First Teachers. The President’s America Reads"Challenge, a campaign to
enisure that every child can read well by the end of the third grade, includes Parents as First
Teachers Challenge Grants to fund proven local, regional and national programs that provide
assistance to parents to help their children become successful readers. The grants can be used to
expand successful programs such as the Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters
(HIPPY) and the Parents as First Teachers (PAT) program. They will also fund national and
reglonal networks to share information on how parents can help chlldren to read.

IMPROVING CHILD CARE,

Increased Child Care Funding. Since 1993 federal funding for child care has increased by $1
billion, providing services for over 660,000 children -- 65% of whom are under 5 years of age.
The newly established Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) has made available $2.9
billion to states. The new fund, authorized and expanded by the new welfare law, will assist low-
income families working their way-off welfare to obtain Ch_lld care so they can work or attend
school :

Improved Child Care in Public Housing. The Early Childhood Development Program helps to
provide quality child care for families living in public housing communities, as well as families
~who are homeless or at risk of becoming so. The program allows parents or guardians who live in
public housing to get and keep jobs by ensuring that their children are cared for. In 1996, $21
million was awarded to public housing sites across the country - three times more than i in 1994.

Providing High Quality Child Care for Milita‘ry Families. Under the Clinton Administration,'
 the Department of Defense has made important strides to improve the quality of child care for the
children of the men and women who serve our country. Since 1992, the number of military child .
 care facilities that are accredited by the mdependent National Association for the Education of
Young Children has risen from 55 to 466. 'Currently, 72% of military child care programs are
accredlted as compared to only 7% of other child care fac1ht1es nationwide. - |

~ SAF EGUARDING THE ENVIR()NMENT '

Controllm g Childh ood Lead Pmsonmg ‘The Administration has 1aunched a major new effort to
control childhood lead poisoning. The program requires landlords and sellers of older homes to
notify prospective tenants and buyers about lead-based paint hazards, prov1des grants to states to
control lead-based paint hazards in low-income privately-owned homes, and offers technical -
assistance to ensure that lead hazard control work is done safely and efﬁmently The 1997
interim report evaluating the HUD Lead-Based Point Hazard Control grant program shows that
‘median dust levels on interior window sills were reduced by 85 %. In addition; the number of -
.children suffering from lead poisoning dropped from 1.7 million in the late 19805 to about
930,000 in the mid-1990s.

Protectmg Our Ckzldren s Envzronment. Because their bodies are still developmg, chﬂdren are- .
among the most vulnerable to pollution in the air, ‘water and soil. In 1995, the Clinton ,
Administration began requiring that children receive first consideration when EPA .assesses



environmental hazards and sets publxc health standards. In addmon the Clinton Administration

“has strengthened environmental protections for children by: proposing to strengthen air quality
standards for soot and smog to protect children from air pollution, particularly those with asthma;
speeding the clean-up of two-thirds of the nation’s toxic waste sites to-protect the 10 million
children under age 12 who live within four miles of a toxic waste dump; strengthening drinking

“water protections to ensure that drinking water is free of microbial contaminants; expanding
families’ right to know about environmental health risks that infants and children face to help
them make informed decisions about their children’s exposure to these risks; issuing advisories .
about contamninated fish so parents can protect children from cancer-causing PCBs; and
educating parents about the effects of second-hand smoke, which annually results in 7,500 to
15,000 hospitalizations of infants and chlldren under 18 months of age.

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Passed F amily and Medical Leave. The Pre31dent fought for the passage of the Famlly and

Medical Leave Act (FMLA) that allows workers to take up to 12 weeks unpald leave to care for a

newborn or adopted child, to attend to their own serious health needs, or to care for a seriously ill
parent, child or spouse. In June 1996, President Clinton proposed expanding FMLA to allow

workers to take up to 24 unpald hours off each year for school and early childhood education:

activities, routine family medical caré, and additional activities related to caring for an elderly
relative. Last week, the President asked Federal agencies to 1mplement his expanded leave -
policy 1mmed1ately for Federal workers

Improved Children s Television. The Presidenf announced a breakthrough agreement with the
media and entertainment industry to develop a television ratings system to enable parents to
protect their children from violénce and adult, content. In addition, the Administration has given
parents greater control over what their children watch on television by requlrmg the installation
of anti-violence screening chips (“V chlps”) in all new telewsmns

Reducing Child Abuse and Domestic Violence. The Administration created the Safe
Streets/Safe Kids initiative to make community responses to child abuse and neglect more

- comprehensive and coordinated in an éffort to break the cycle of early childhood victimization
and later delinquency. . The Administration also put in place a nurse home visitation program for
low-income first-time mothers. Studies have shown. that home visitation programs are successful
- -- for example, reducing cigarette smoking during pregnancy by 25% and reducing mistreatment
of children from birth to age 2 by 80 percent. The Clinton Administration has also taken '
significant steps to reduce domestic violence. For example, the Rural Domestic Violence and
Child Victimization Enforcement Grant Program helps law enforcement agencies, courts
community organizations and businesses to work toward early identification, intervention and
prevention of domestic violence and child victimization in rural aréas. Finally, the President is
committed to finding stable and permanent homes for children who cannot remain safely at
home. As a result, the Administration announced Adoption 2002, a plan to double the number of
children adopted or placed in permanent homes each year by the year 2002.



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & LEARN!NG
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 THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON '
| ':Apr'il 16,1997
MEMORANDUM FOR: INTERESTED PARTIES
FROM: KRIS BALDERSTON

SUBJECT: FINAL UPDATE ON THE EARLY CHILDHOOD REGIONAL
SATELLITE SITES |

- Attached is a near final list and map of the eighty-two (82) regional satellite sites for the
White House ‘Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning which will be held on
Thursday, April 17, 1997. (I say “near final” because we continue to get calls from state and
local officials including Members of Congress who are planning to hold similar sessions. By
Thursday morning, [ am sure we will reach nearly 100 sites.) In just three weeks, the Regional
~ Administrators from HHS, Education, USDA, EPA, and GSA set up sites in 36 states (OH, FL
. and WI do not appear on the map) in every federal region of the country As you review the
" materials, please note the followmg pomts '

. These are notjust “conference-watching” sessions, In nearly every case, the local
organizers have feplicated the East Room program. They will watch the morning session
via satellite and create their own panel sessions of local experts to discuss early chxldhood
issues in the afternoon Many plan to develop their own local action plans.

«  Eachofthe sate'lhte sites will distribute thtQHQuse matemals a’nd collect the names-df
their participants so that we can send each of the attendees a final report. Most of the
sites are planning to send the White House a 1-2 page summary of their own proceedmgs
for mclusmn in the White House document. : '

. There is genuine excntement in the regions about participating in, thlS conference. The
Regional Administrators note that the local respondents 1mmed1ately jumped on the
v opportunity to participate and help organize it. Anecdotally, we have learned. that 600
. people are planning to attend the Phoenix conference, 300 in Kansas City, 350 in New
York City, 200 in San Francisco, 150 in South Texas, and 250 in Philadelphia. In most
cases organizers expect an average of approximately 100-150 participants. As you look
through the sites, you will note that many of the satellite sessions are bemg heldin
hospltals universities, high schools and fedcral bulldmgs



~ Finally a special thanks should go to Laura Schwartz for answering a million technical
questions from administrators throughout the country, Pat Lewis for answering their press
inquiries, (Jay Wolf our Cabinet Affairs intern who spent countless hours inputting the -
information), and Eric Dodds, the White House Liaison at GSA, who is the main point of contact
- with the Regional Administrators. Also a thanksto HHS, DoEd, GSA USDA, and EPA for
contributing funds to put the program up on the satellite.
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Boston University -Boston, MA (2 sites)

llinois Instituieiof Technology - Chicago, IiL

Boston Federal Executive Board - Boston, MA

University of Minnesota -'St. Paul, MN

Lestey College - Cambridge, MA

Minnesota Extension Service - St. Paul MN

University of MA - Worcester, MA

Cinqinnati Public Schools - Cincinnati, OH

Indiana State Department of Health - lhdiahapolis,' IA -

Springtield Technical Community College - Springfield, MA

‘Brown University - Providence, RI

-| University of Missouri - Kansas City, MO’

University of Rhode [sland - Kingston, Rl

Epworth Family Leaming Center - East Prairie, MO

University of Rhode Island - Providence, RI

Cdopera;ing School Districts-of St. Louis County - St. Louis, MO

Stamford Public Schools - Stamford, CT

' St. Louis Community College - St. Louis, MO

Groton Pubtic Schools - Groton, CT

Southwest Livingston County R-f School District - Lud'lm\}, MO

New Haven Public Schools - New Haver, cT

‘Federal Aviation Administration - Kassas City, MO

University of Connecticut - Storrs, CT

Neosho R-V School District - Neosho, MO

University of Vermont - qulihgton, vT =

Missouri bcpmfnent of Health - Independence, MO

NH Division of Children, Youth & Families - Concord, NH

Heartland Education Agency - Johnston, 1A

Univérsity of Maine at Fort I(cn_t - Fort Kent, ME -

Child Care Resource and Rct}:rral - Des Moines, IA'

University of Maine at Orono - Orono, ME

lowa Pilot Parents Program - Ft. Dédge. lA

kManh‘auan Borough Community.College - New York, NY

Cowles Elementary School - Des Moines, 1A

Cormell University - Vdorhcesville, NY

Kirkwood Community College - Cedar Rapids, IA

Cornell University - Ithaca, NY

Kansas Department of Education - Topeka, KS

Comnell University - Albion, NY ‘ B

Kansas Dept. Of Social & Rehab. Services - Topeka, KS

Comell Universit? - Middietown, NY

NW Kansas Education Service Unit - Oakley, KS

PBS TV Affiliate - Rochester, NY

Kansas State University - Manhattan, KS

American Bookséllers Association - Tarrytown, NY

Creiéhton Utiiversigy - Omaha, NE

‘Rutgers University - Livingston, NJ

Nebraska Department of Education - Lincoin, NE

St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children - Philadeiphia, PA .

Alliance Public Schools - Alliance, NE

Eglestoﬁ Children’s Hospital - Attanm, GA

Arkansas Children’s Hospital - Little Rock, AR

Tennessee University - Nashvifle, TN

Arkansas River Education Co-Op - Pine Bluff, AR

East Tennessee State University - Johnson City, TN

Texas A&M - Weslaco, ’fX‘

University of Tennessee - Knoxville, TN

University of Texas Arlington - Arlington, TX

University of Tenriessee - Martin, TN -

University of Texas Arlington - E1 Paso, TX :

Chattancoga State Technical Community College - Chattanooga, TN

Our Lady of the Lake University - San Antonio TX

Roper Mountain Science Center - Greenville, SC

Southwest Texas VUniversity - $an Marcus, TX

Instructional Television Studio - Birmingham, AL :

Children’s Hospital of Oklahoma - Oklahoma City, OK

North Carolina State University - Raleigh, NC

Tulsa Community College - Tulsa, OK
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Department of Human Services - Hugo, OK

DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING APRIL 17, 1997

Albuguerque Technical Vocational Institute - Albuquerque, NM

Onate High School - Las Cruces, NM

Southeastern Louisiana University - Hammond,}v LA

Colorade Department of Health : Denver, CO (2 sites)

Auraria Media Center Library - Denver, CO

Phoenix College - Phoenix, AZ

Central AZ College - Coolidge, AZ

San Francisco State University - San Francisco, CA

Sacramento State University -«Sacramenio. CA

Fresno State University - Fresno, CA

UCLA - Los Angeles, CA

Mable Smyth Auditorium - Honolulu, HI

High Desert Conference & Training Center - Las Vegas, NV

GSA Regiénal Headquanefs - Auburn, WA




HOUSE CONFERENCE N EARLY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT
: ION ) ANSWER |

GENERAL QUESTIONS ON THE CONFERENCE
Q. . What wnll be dlscussed at the conference"

. The conference: wdl hlghllght new research on brain development in very young chlldren and
discuss what it means for parents, caregivers and policy makers. We now know that children’s
earliest experiences actually affect the development of their brains and are essential to their ability
to learn, develop, and reach their full potential. This ¢onference will be a call to action to all
members of soc1ety -- including the business, faith and-health.communities, the media, child care
providers and government -- to use this 1nfonnat10n to strengthen America’s families. .

Q. What kind of impact do you expect this conference to have?v

We hope that this conference will mark the beginning of a national dialogue on how best to
support, stimulate, and nurture children in the first years of life. That means a national dialogue-

. on how to provide high quality, affordable child; how to make sure children have health insurance;
-and how to give them early educational oppox’tumtles We also hope to send a simple message to
parents and caregivers: that they should read to, smg to play with and talk to cluldren in the
earhest years.

Q. How can the President reconclle his interest in early ch:ldhood development with
* the fact that he signed a welfare bill that will throw over a million children into

poverty" '

The President signed welfare reform because he believes that we need to end the cycle of -
dependency and help all Americans take responsibility for their own lives. The President believes
-- and all the evidence suggests -- that children who grow up in households and communities -
where there’s work will be far better off in the long run than those who don’t. The welfare bill ‘
’dramatlcally expanded the availability of child care for people movmg from welfare to work, wlnl ‘
preserving health, safety and other quahty standards for child care..

Q. Doesn’t this new research mean that women should stay home?.

No. What the research suggests is that we should support all parents, those who work outside the
home and those who'don’t. There are terrifically engaged parents who go to work, and there are
parents who stay home but don’t know or chose to spend time talking, reading and singing to-
" their children. A recent report indicates that children in quahty child care settings do just as well
as children whose mothers stay home. What’s most 1mportant is that children are surrounded by
-lovmg, nurturmg caregivers who understand the i 1mportance of the ﬁrst few years of life. -



Q. Doesn’t this new research mean that we can stop mvestmg in chnldren once they
reach the age of three? ,

No. It would be nonsensical to stop spendmg money on thmgs like crime prevention, schools
and job training. But we now know that early childhood is a critical time in children’s ‘
development. Investments early can reduce the need for mvestments later, and we ought to set
our priorities with that in mmd :

Q. Given the new research, do you: se€ an enhanced role for govemment in the lives of
_young children? : :

_There are certainly things that government can do. The President fought for Family and Medical
Leave so that workers can take leave to care for a newborn or adopted child, and he has proposed
to expand FMLA to allow people to take up to 24 hours off each year for things like finding child
~ care or school activities. The President has also expanded Head Start and created Early. Head
Start, increased participation in WIC, and raised immunization rates. But parents are responsible
for raising their children. The purpose of this conference is to share information about what we
can all do to enhance our children’s development and leammg, and to hlghhght model commumty
efforts that are working across the country to support children and families.

Q. Isn’t this conference just about government mtrudmg into the faniily? ,

No. Parents raise children but, like it or not, children are influenced by businesses, schools, the

~ media, and the government, to take just a few examples. This purpose of this conference is to
 share information about what we can all do to enhance our children’s development and learning.
The conference will also highlight model community efforts that provide voluntary assistance to
parents and children, although most of these local i lmtlatlves do so with financial support from the
federal government.

[NOTE: . DOJ supports the New Haven Pohce initiative; AVAN CE receives fundmg from Early

" Head Start, Even Start, and Farmly Preservation; and The Ounce of Preventlon receives Early
Head Start and Head Start fundmg ] : : : :

Q. Will there be a report on the conference"

Yes. There will be a repo'r_t cdming out of the confercnce that digests the research and its
practical applications, summarizes the recommendations of the panelists, and provides a resource
guide for parents, caregivers, and policymakers. We are also putting together a web page
devoted to the conference that will be accesmble through the White House home page.

A 'Q. Is this conferen'ce part of‘Rob Reinér’s'0-3 campaign? |

No. Rob Reiner is working on an.im.portz‘mt effort -- a national engagement campaign involving
foundations, corporations and media to spread the word about the significance of the first few
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years of life. The President and the First Lady support his efforts and believe they complement
~ the White House Conference but the two are separate

Q. . Why aren’t any Repnbhcans arttcnpatmg in the Conference"
. p

‘We 1nv1ted the three Repnbhcan and three Democratic members of the NGA’s Children’s Task
~ Force and asked both its co-chairs to participate in the afternoon roundtable discussion. None of
the Republicans were able to attend. We also mvxted key Repubhean and Democratic Members of.
Congress, and one Repubhcan wxll attend

Q. A number of Members of Congress have sent a letter to the President urging him to
devote at least one-third of the dlseussmn to the development of the brams of
fetuses. Will you do this? :

Brain development before btrth is a relevant topic. In fact, one of the panelists has done extensive
work in this area. It will surely be discussed at the conference.

QUESTIONS ON POLICY INITIATIVES

Qgpanment of Defense
Q. You are holdmg the mlhtary Chlld care system up asa model Why is lt S0 good"

The mllltary child care system is noted for 1ts high quality standards mcludmg a high percentage

of accredited centers; a strong oversight and enforcemient system, that includes a 1-800 hot line

- for parents to report concerns; mandatory training for child care providers; relatively generous
‘wages and benefits tied to continued training and’ education; a system of linking up and providing

~needed support to individual home care providers; and sufficient ﬁmdmg to make quality child
~care affordable :

Q. Isn’t the mlhtary child care system SO, good because the nuhtary spends so much to
fund it? : :

Experts agree that the military child care system is the best in the country for a number of reasons. -
It is true that the military recognizes that quality child care costs more than most parents can
afford to pay and, therefore, the Department of Defense prowdes sut’ﬁment funding so that

~ parents can afford the fees.

[NOTE: The military pays 50% of child care costs with appropnated funds. Parents pay
according to a shdmg scale based on income. - Last year the average weekly fee was $65 per
week ] 0 -



In addmon ‘the mlhtary child care system is noted for its high quahty standards mc]udmg a high
percentage of accredited centers; a strong oversnght and enforcement system, that includes a 1-
800 hot line for parents to report concerns; mandatory training for child care providers; relatively
generous wages and benefits tied to continued training and education; and a system of linking up
~ and providing needed support to individual home care prov1ders

Q. ' What are you domg to ensure that all Amerrcans have access to affordable chlld
care" o ‘ P : : :

The President has proposed a $SOO per chlld tax credlt expanded the Earned Income ’I‘ax Credit
to help workmg families with children and, in the welfare reform law, increased federal funding
for child care by $1 bxlhon provndmg semces for over 660, 000 chnldren -- 5% of whom are
under 5 years old. : '

Q. Why should the mllltary use thelr resources to help civilian chlld care providers? '

There $ no doubt that the mlhtary s first- pnonty is protectmg the national securlty and supporting
its own service members. This initiative will not undermine that mission. Much of this can be
done without a significant expenditure of dollars. One piece of evidence that that is true is that
the military is already reaching out to civilian child care providers in their communities, though in
a'less comprehensive, coordinated way. This initiative will also benefit the military by providing
workers for its child care centersand by increasing the number of available.spaces.

Health r__-‘

Q. Many Congressmnal Repubhcans say they are. opposed to new ent:tlements. How :
are you gomg to convmce them to expand health care coverage?

The President’s chlldren s health proposal is not a new entltlement but a capped program which -
gives states the flexibility to design innovative ways to extend health coverage to uninsured
children. This carefully targeted investment has been fully paid for in the President’s balanced
budget. Moreover, we have seen enormous interest from both Republicans and Democrats in
expanding health care for chnldren and we are optlmlstlc that we wnl! be able to pass a children’s
health bl]] this year. . :

Q. Couldn't you reach these children more effectively through an existing mechanism
- such as the Medicaid program, { the tax‘code, or an existing discretionary program?

The Pre51dent wants to pass bipartisan legislation that will extend health care coverage to up to
five million umnsured chlldren Hei is w1111ng to conmder any 1deas t mt will enable us to reach this
goal. " :

Q. Is it really worth cutting $22 billion ~from Medicaid and implementing a per capita



cap just to expand coverage to a few more children? :

First of all, the President has proposed $7 billion in net savings in Medicaid, which represents a
reduction of about 1% off of the current Medicaid baseline over the next five years. Also, the

* President’s plan to expand coverage to more children is not paid for solely from our savings in
.Medicaid. Moreover, because under a per capita cap States would get more dollars when they.
cover additional children and because children are relatively inexpensive to cover, we believe that
this policy may well provide States with posmve mcentwes to extend health care coverage to .
‘more chlldren :

Q. ‘Does the President support the Kennedy—Hatch children’ s health care bill whlch
finances chlldren s health care expansnons by increasing the tobacco tax"

- First of all, the President is delighted that there is so much bnpamsan interest in expandmg health
" coverage to children, and he will continue to work with Senators Kennedy and Hatch and others
~ in Congress to pass a balanced budget thls year that extends health care coverage to more ‘
" uninsured children. : »

While the Hatch-Kennedy bill pays for new expansions by increasing the tobacco tax, the
President has a proposal which would expand coverage to millions of additional children and is
paid for in the context of his balanced budget plan. Regardless of the source of ﬁnancmg,
assuring a significant commitment for children’s health care will continue to be a top pnonty for
the President. : - : : ‘

That being sald studies of State excise tax increases indicate that they can have significant public
health benefits, particularly for children and adolescents, because the increased cost can
dlscourage them from starting and contlnumg to smoke : ‘

Q. ‘A The Hatch'—Kennedy childiren’s health. coverage bill seems to be losing support even
by some of its cosponsors because of the tobacco tax ﬁnancmg .Are you conceérned
“about these recent developmerits? :

No piece 'o'f legislation in this town experiences smooth sailing throughout the legislative process.

" The President continues to be very encouraged by the strong bipartisan support for an investment
in children’s health coverage. In addition to the Hatch-Kennedy bill, a number of others in
Congress are coming forward with proposals to expand children’s health insurance. Just this
week, Nancy Johnson joined the list of Républicans who have put forth proposals on to expand
children’s health care coverage. And we expect there will be many more. This should be a major-
priority for this Congress, and it is a top priority for the President.
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Q. What is Safe Start?

Safe Start is a program designed to change the way law enforcement officers respond to children
who are the victims of or witnesses to violence. The program will provide training on early

~ childhood development to community police officers, prosecutors; probation and parole officers,
“school personnel and mental health providers. It prepares the people on the frontline to respond
- better to the needs of children who have been exposed to violence, and to 1ntervene in time to
prevent any ﬁ;rther evidence. :

Q. How much wnll thls program cost"

In fiscal year 1997 the Department of Justlce will spend $700,000 of already appropriated funds
on.the program.

Q. How many‘individuals and riommunities will be reached by Safe Start?

Safe Start builds on a program that is already in place. In addition to providing additional
intensive training and technical assistance to the four communities already taking part in the
program, the Department of Justice will involve four additional communities and will provide
training on early childhood development to 20, 000 law enforcement and other professxonals in
more than 50 communities. : : v

Q. Is President Clinton trying to turn police officers into social workers? -

No. New Haven Policy Chi¢f Wearing -- part of the panel at today’s conference -- is a cop’s cop, |
who rose up the ranks from detective to police chief. He will tell you that his department’s
partnership with the Yale Child Study Center helps stop the cycle of violence by providing early
intervention to children who are exposed to violence and who, if left untreated, would be more
likely to become violent offenders themselves. : :

Eaﬂyﬂ_cm_&aﬂ; |

Q. Aren’ t many more chlldren ehglble for Early Head St:ut thnn nre bemg served"

We estlmate that nearly 3 mthon children ages 0 to 3 are elngxble for Early Head Stan while only
23,000 are currently served. However, Early Head Start is a very new program. -The first Early
Head Start grants were awarded in October 1995. The President’s 1998 budget would nearly
double the number of children and families served, from 18,000 in fiscal year 1995 to 35,000 in
fiscal year 1998. The President is committed to continuing to support this program.

Q. Have the organizations who will receive this new funding been selected? -



No. Today, we are announcing a competition for this funding. The Department of Health and -
Human Servxces expect to announce the new grantees in September
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Q. : Howwel"e the kits developed"

anty readmg, hteracy and early cluldhood groups worked with the Department of Educatlon on
the basic design for the kits. The materials were then developed by researchers from the Early
Childhood Technical Assistance Center, and finally a working group of famnhes careglvers and
early chlldhood admmlstrators reviewed. and commented on them

- Q How and when will these kits be distributed? o

In May, kits w111 be mai ed to farmlxes served by early chzldhood programs across the country hke,_

- Even Start, Foster Grandparents, and Learn and Serve Early Childhood Programs. It will also be:

available to-the public through the Department of Education’s toll-free number at 1-800-USA-
LEARN and will be available on the Internet through the Department of Educatlon s home page.
The kits are available in Spamsh and Enghsh : . : : ‘



