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| Legislative Reference Division
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LRM ID: MNB220
VA would like to offer the following comments regarding S. 2432. -

Section 201 would amend section 203 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (as
amended by section 405 of the Worldorce Invesiment Act of 1998, to, among
other things, require the “[Interagency Committee on Disability Research] to
identify, and establish, clear research priorities related to assistive technology
research and research that incorporate the pnncrpl% of uruversal daszgn for the
Federal Govemment ,

- We are concemed wuth»the implication of this provision and its lack of clarity. The

Committee shouid not have authority to identify and establish research priorities

- for VA's rehabilitation research program. It is not clear from the language.

- whether this provision would so empower the Committee. VA's rehabilitation
research program is uniquely targeted to meet the specific needs of veterans
with disabilities, and the needs of this patient population are not specifically
targeted by this legisiation. For this reason, the Committee should not be’
empowered by this legistation to alter the Department‘s research ageria.

Howevaer, if this pravision were o be mterpreted as s!mply reqwnng the
Committee to identify and establish those areas in need of additional or furthar
research (in order of greatest need) at the Federal level generally, without -

_requiring or permitting the Commiitee to in any way alter or change the
Department’s rehabﬂitatlon researd': agenda we would not oppose this
provision.

"’ We also note that the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 i referenced in fine 3 on
. page 41 of the bill as being the act of “1988" which appears 1o be a typographical
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Reply to Adin of;

Natlonal Agronautics and
Space Administration
Headguartors x
Washington, DC 20546-0001

September 9, 1998
L:EMT ‘

To: Melissa N. Benton
: lLegislative Reference Division
0ffice of Management and Budget

From: = Elizabeth M. Jarrell M
orfice of legislative Affairs
(202) 358-1942

Subject: NASA’s Response to OMB’s LRM ID: MNB220, dated
Sept. 3, 1596, RE 8.2432, “Assistive Technoloqy
Act Of 1998”

As requested, NASA has reviewed $,2432, the “Asailsgtive
Technology Act of 1998.% The Congressicnal finding with
respect to NASA in Sec. 2(a) (12), page 7, linas 15 - 21, is
incorrect. Specifically, among the tany NASA technology
transfer initiatives which benerit 1ndiv1duala with
disabilitiaes are the following:

+1. NASA technology has been used for cooling euits for
individuals who have difficulty regulating hody temparature,

2. NASA technology hag been used. to assist visually impaired
indivicuals.

3. NASA is conductinq space-based renearch on the effects of
microgravity cn individuals’ ability to maintain balance and
spatiel orlentation which will benefit hearing-impazxed
individuals who have diffxru?ty with balance.

Oother than the nbevm, NASA haes no further nommcntl. Thank
you.
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‘ ... ATTACHMENT -
. S LRM#MNB220

The purposes and goals of this act ar¢ laudable. Improving assistive technology to the
benefit of the 50,000,000 individuals with disabilities in order to bring them access to
mainstream information techrology can provide enormous benefits to society as a whole.
Where caution must be exhibited is in how incentives are structured to encourage
universal design principles to promote assistive technology. The government has been
slow to take full advantage of commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) information technology :
products to fulfill its requirements at the lowest cost. Incentives that may be
contemplated to promote the design and development of assistive technology should not
place the government in the position of requiring technical, engincering, or functional
specifications for information tectmology that differs from COTS products. For assistive
technology to become universally available in commercial products it must show intrinsic
benefits such as lower cost or improved performance. Any language that could be added
to the proposed legislation promoting this view would be beneficial.

TOTAL P.B2
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LRM ID: MNB220 | $U¢JEG1':" OmM8B Raquesr for Views on HR2432 Msim Technology Act of
1068 ‘ : : ‘ . :
’ RESPONSE TO - <
, ' C LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL . B ] ) .
: MEMORANDUM

nmwm to thia raguest for views la shoit (¢.9.. congur/na conwnent), we prefor that you respond by

e-mall or by faxing us this sa sheat, M tha response ia short and you prefer to call, please call the
branch-wide Bns shown (NOTmm‘sm}mhw-:MQwi&nhidﬁm sssistant,

You may alsa respeng byt
: {1} calling the mulymmomy'c direct fino’ (veu Wik be gonhacted to volev mail if the anum doas not

answetj: or -

(2) retuing Us & or letter _
Please Ineluda the LAM nu ahewn wbove, and. u:e subject shown belnw. ‘

“TO - Mekissa N. Phone: 395-7887 Fax: asu-sua
' ' Office of Mgnagemant and Budget

o _ seanch-Wid tt,?ha .51‘ z sssivtart): 395-73!2. ‘ :
FROM: | ‘ ~ 8 — (D) SR o
M ‘{’( Qi M ..."\ V’P l!hmt! | ‘

'366-‘?2% (Taiephane)

Tha following Is The responsa of our agency to yaur nquat for views on the abow-cawonld suﬂm

4

Concur

— Oﬂocﬂonli
——— Nn Comment'

/{mﬂmmm

Othsr. Y

9

FAX RETURN of 'Mi;. attached to this

!

Caments: The "Findings" Secticn of the Bill, Seetion 2
’ &),
paragraphs 9, 12 and 13, makes gStatements about irﬂdeql.lé(lc_;‘ c;cthe
fedggal effort in assist:.ve technology for pecple with disabilities,
gtaliﬁciimpw : t these :ht:temnts are factual. Wwhile the Rill as a
otal Adfnim.stratmn
b ‘mpmehe,s turtlw , Mm&ﬂshtohmramlchv

~ —— o

Lo T - - TOTAL P.@3
) TOTAL P.OS



http:assistJ.ve

- .

SEP-18-1998 13:54 DMB/LRD/th 4 202 385 6148

" OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

Legislative Reference Division
7 | ‘Labor-Woelfare-Personnel Branch

FROM:  Melissa Benton 395-7887

oate: __“wojag TIME: ++v+6-—mm 19 p
Pagas sent {including transmittal sheet): 5
COMMENTS:
FYl, Comments 4o da’ra on S ' NcD

has &l sa.d. , i\ V\t’-\’@ COmMmh -\t wd\
Sibm M \a.-’re.fho[&)p)

NCD's  comments fpllod.

‘fO:
fandy Hansen E.D

ce: . Tealers OMB
o e.c,e,,DPc, -, .

PLEASE CALL THE PERSON(S) NAMED ABOVE FOR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP.

P.81/83
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NATIONAI COUHCII. oN DISAIIH"

.:

: An independent fedeml agency workmg with the Prestdent and Congress. ta increase the
,mcluswn, independence, and empowerment of all Amer;cqns with disabilities.

, , FACSIMILE M.EMOILANDUM
TO: Melissa N. Benton, Ol\@ -
FROM: Andrew J. Imparato
National Council on Disability
RE:  Comments on S2432, LRM ID MNB220

DAIE:  September 10, 1958

Thank you for agreeing to an extension until 2 p.m. today for dur comments on the Assistive

Technology Act of 1998; We belicve the legislation should be amended to promote universal
* design (built-in accessibility) al lcast as much as assietive technology (add-on accessibility). The
. term "universs] design” should be included ifi the title of the act, preferably before the term
"asgistive technology,” e.g., "The Universal Design and Aselstive Techmolugy Act of 1998."
Mure funding in the act shounld be specifically targeted to universal design over assistive
technology. The rate of technological development is now too fusst for assistive technologies to
keep pace with specislized interfaces and connections for accessibility. As much as possible, the
~ aceessibility needs to be built into the technology for people with disabilities to have timely and

meanmgful use.

The term "authorized repreaentanve“ can bc used 2s-in the 1998 amendments to the
Rehabthtatmn Act, rather than the verbose form of listing family membere advoeszas ete,

The process of setﬁng, measunng.‘and reportmg on goals by projects funded under this act
should be the same &3 federal agencies have to do imder GPRA. The cutrent formulation does -
ot stregs that goals have to be measurable and outcome oriented. Otherwise, goals by grantees

may not be perfcrmance-bascd in the spinit of reznventr.ng gm'mnmcnt.

The State Rehabilitation Council should be specxﬁcal]y mcntmned in the list that includes the
State Independent Living Council, State Dcvolopmenml Dmahxlmes C‘mmml etc. as a group the
state project should consult.

Tho* ‘Challenge Grant" program is s not viearly mﬁ'ermhated from the current program ofgrants
to states under the existing Tech Act. It appears that states could continue doing essentxally the
same things under this new grant program. ‘

- A public Internet site on assistive technology and umvex%al aem isa gédd' fdes. It should not
be restricted to univeraity applicants. It should conform to the latest guidelines of thc World
Wide Web Consomum for accesmbxhty (located at http /Rrwrw w3.012).

131 F Street, NW & sx;ite 1050 -waswngmn,oczoom-nw
(202) 272-2004 Voice B (202) 2722074 TTY B (202) 272 2022 Fax

F.02/83
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B -

Omcames of the P& A System on assisﬁvé tech awdvocacy should be rovicwed to determine
whether such agencies should réceive priority over other advocacy organizations for funding.

F.a3,83

Unless the P&A system has demonstrated its effectiveness in this area, grants should be.made on

8 comuputitive basis for tcchnology advocaey, not restricted to agencies of the Proteeuon and
Advocacy system.

Federal ﬁmding should be specifically targeted for training on use of the Internet because of its
revolutionary potential to equalize opportunities for people with disabilities. Such funding
woilld include assistanie in determining appropriate aqmpment, procuring it, and nparanng it for
educational and employment related purposes.

Foderal ﬁmdmg should be :pecxﬂca Ny targeted for consumer-based evaluations of mainstream
and assistive technologies on the basis of accessibility. It is not enovgh to have information on
products and services available, since it can cuslly become ovarwhelming and will tend to be
hiased by the vendors. People need to be able o gather considered, ab]ectwo opimons about tbe
compatative value of dJEcrcnt choices.

Federal fimding should be speciﬁcally targated to the developmmt of hxghc: education curricular

on universal design, and to its incoxparation into ¢ngineering courses at colleges and universities,

Finally, and importantly, we are concerned that the bill gives the National Council on Disability
the task of prudusing a report on assistive technology but does not allocate any funds ta NCD to

accomplish this goal by the assigned date. We think the scops of the report should be broadensd

to look at access to technology for people with disabilities as opposed (v sucess to “assistive
technology”. We are glad that we are being asked to look at this issue, as it fits in with our
strategic plan priorities, but if we are expected to produce the report by the specified date we
believe that we should reveive sufficient funds to accemplish this task. We are eager to discuss
what we believe the task would cost with you or other appropriate OME and Congressional staff,
but preliminarily we would estimate that 2 comprehensive and useful repon might cost us uch
as $200,000 for us to produce. I look forward to discussing this issue firther with OMB staff, -

Thanks again for the extension on the deadline fn wur comments. Peel free to call me at 272-
2112 if you hava any questions or would like to discuss any ofthg matters raised above,

TOTAL P.23
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Lisa M. Brown @ 0\1P.

‘ 093‘10:’98 09: 06 50 AM

'

Record Type: Record

To:- ~ Cynthia A, RiéelOPD/EOP

cc: ' . ‘
Subject Re: Judy Heuman of Dept of Ed would be happy to Assistive Technology Act of 1998 {:’]

Yes, | would like to be on the call. | have mtgs at 9:15,.12 and 3: 30 each of which will last for

about an hour.” Otherwise I'm free. Our Dom Policy shop is interested in this so | will see if they
want someone participating t0o.: Thanksf .

[0:30- 173

PR

IZ .00 -3 SO0

?)3 OA;”' C'(:;S 7




“LRM ID: MNB220 '

. To:

fln accordance with OMB Clrcular A- 19 OMB requests the views, ol your agency on the above

&

SR Total Pages:

 EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. . .~ |
© OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
“ Washmgton, D C. 20503- 0001

Thursday, September 3. 1998

B .LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM ‘

g

LegislatleIals n Offrcer - See DIStrIbUthI’l below

JJanet R, Forsgren (
Melissa N. Benton
v d - ‘PHONE: (202)395-7887 FAX: (202)395 6148 ‘ '

SUBJECT:: v OMB- Request for Views. on HR2432 Assrstrve Technology Act of 1998

FROM:

o - )-Assistant Director for Legrsla'tl\{fe Reference
OMB CONTACT: AR

}DEADLINE: o cos’ Wednesday, Septembers 1998

sub;ect before advising on its relati onsh ip to the program of the President. Piease advise us 'if this

. item will. affect direct spending’or recelpts for purposes of the ' Pay-As«You -Go™ prowsrons of Title -

Xlll of the Ommbus Budget Reconcllratron Act of 1990

, COMMENTS Please note 'S, 2342 is scheduled to be marked up by the Senate Labor and Human
" Resources Committee this Thursday, September 10th (9: 30 a.m.).. We understand that the. bill will - ]
not be amended by the Commrttee and that the bill has been hotlmed for Senate floor. actron and

subsequent House actron ‘

.AGENCIES PLEASE NOTE l”he brll text is too long to fax but is avallable on I‘homas
- (http: l/thomas loc.gov). . . .

‘DISTRIBUTION LlST A

AGENCIES e T AR B S
. 129-VETERANS AFFA RS John H Thompson - {202) 273 6666 L S o :

. 186-ArchTrans Barriers Compllaoce Board - Kathleen Roy Johnson - l202} 272- 5434

~ 30-EDUCATION - Jack Kristy - (202) 401 8313 . r

52-HHS. - Sondra S, Wallace - {202l 690-7760 , ' '
95-Office of Science and Technology Pollcy Jeff Smnh - (202} 456 604?

' 69-National Aeronautics & Space Administration - Ed Heffeman (202} 358 19;48 «

62-LABOR - Robert A. Shapiro'- (202).219- 8201° ,
25- COMMERCE Machael A, Levm - {202) 482- 3151

o 71- Natronal Counml on Dlsablllty Andrew lmparato {202} 27.2-21‘1‘ 2

61 JUSTICE L. Anthony sSutin - (202) 514 2141

- 117 & 340- TRANSPORTATION: - ‘Tom: Herlrhy - (202) 366 4687

- B9- INTERIOR Jane Lyder - (ZOZl 208-4371 .-

: 84-National’ ‘Science Foundation - Lawrence Rudolph - {703) 306- 1060 S
. 100-Pres Comm:tteeEmploy People WhDisabilities - John Lancaster - (202) 376- 6200 v

- B1-General Services Admi nistration - Witliam R. Ratchford - (202) 501-0563 '
< 107-Small Busmess Adm:n stratron Mary Kr:stme Swedm (202) 205-6700.

X
&
;
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- EOP:
Barry White
~Wayne Upshaw
‘Jonathan Travers
. Cynthia A. Rice
" Lewis W. Oleinick -
Tracey E. Thornton -
Elizabeth Gore
Brian S. Mason
Thomas A, Kalil .
Lauren Uher '
Mathew C. Bium
Heather A. Johnston
Justin.D. Sullivan
. Constance J. Bowers
Janet R. Forsgren -
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" LRM ID: MNB220  SUBJECT: ‘OMB Request for Views on HR2432 Assistive Technology Act of

1998

. ' . "RESPONSETO *
' LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL’
“MEMORANDUM

I your response: to thls request for views'is short {e. g concur[nc comment) we prefer that you respond by

e-mail or by faxing us this response sheet. If the response is short ‘and’ you prefer to call, please call the
branch-wrde line shown be)ow {NOT the analyst § line) to leave a message wrth a leg:slatnve assrstant

. You may also respond by . - ' .
) (1) callmg the analystianorney s direct lrne {you ‘will be connected to vorce marl if the analyst does not
answer); or

{2) sending us a memo or letter

, Please mclude the LRM number shown above and the subject shown below

. TO: ‘ MehssaN Benton Phone: 395-7887 Fax: 395 6148

Office of Management and Budget’
Branch-Wide Llne (to reach Iegrslatwe assrstant} 395 7382

FROM: | SN . (Date)

) (Name)

tAgency)

(Tgléphoné) ,

" The fo!!owing‘is't'he response of our agency to your request for views on the above-captioned subject: -

Concur

- No Or)jectionA
No Comment'.»
See proposed ed:ts on pages .

Other

FAX RETURN of _'pages‘, attached to this response sheet.

Vo e
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S 243218, | §
o " '105th CONGRESS
| 2d‘Sessi0n |
S. 2432

To support programs of grants to States to address the assrstwe technology needs of tndtvxduals wrth
d1sab111t1es and for.other purposes s : .

. IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
September 2 (leglslatlve day AUGUST 31), 1998

Mr IEFFORDS (for himself, Mr. HARKIN Mr BOND, Mr. KERRY, M. MCCONNELL, Ms . B
~COLLINS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. REED, and Mr. FRIST) introduced the following bill; whlch was read
" twice and referred to, the Comm1ttee on Labor and Human Resources .

~ ABILL
To support programs of grants to’ States to address the asswttve technology needs of individuals w1th

dtsabtlmes and for other. purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalzves of the Umted Szazes of Amerzca in
" Congress. assembled, .

' SECTIOT\T 1. SHORT TITLE TABLE OF CONTENTS

10f47"

(a) SHORT TITLE Thts Act may be c1ted as the Assrsttve Technology Act of 1998".
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS The table of contents for thts Actis as follows
\ - Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents | o

See Ftndmgs and purposes

Sec 3, Deﬁmttons and ru]e |

TITLE I—-STATE GRANT PROGRAMS

. Sec. 101 Contmu1ty grants for States that received fundmg for a limited period for -
: techno ogy -related asststance

Sec. 102 State challenge grants B
" Sec 103 Supplementary mtllenmum grants to States for State and local capacxty butldtng
© Sec.104. State grants | for protectton and advoeacy related to assistive technology
-V-Seo 105 Admtntstranve provxstons &

Seo 106 Technical a551stanoe prograrn

9/4/98 3:12PM .



http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/C?c105:./temp/~c105bWOqPp

) Sec 107 Authonzatlon of appropnanons :
. TITLE II-NATIONAL ACTIVITIES
| Subtltle A--Rehablhtanon Act of 1973
| Sec 201 Coordmatlon of Federal resea:rch efforts.
Sec 202 Nat;onal Councxl on Dlsablhty »
Sec. 203. Archltectural and Transportauon Barriers Comphance Board.
Subtltle B--Other Natmnal Acimtles
. Sec. 211 Small busmess incentives. |
} Sec 212 Technology transfer and umversal des;gn
' Sec’. 213. Universal deglgp in products and the buﬂt,environmen;,
' Sec’.'2‘14.b_ Oﬁtfeach .
. sféc.‘z'x 5. Training pertaining to rehaoilitation ﬂen/gih,eér§ and techn1c1ans
Seo.vilé Assistive tecfmo]ogy taxonomy. - |
Sec. 2 2 17. Pres1dent s Commmee on Employment of People Wlth Dlsabxhtles.
Sec. 21 8 Authonzanon of appropnatlons
TITLE III—-ALTER\‘ATIV E FINANCING MECHANISMS ,
Sec. 301. Genera] authonty
Sec. 302.‘Amount_ofgrams‘ |
' Sec. 303 Applications ‘afxd‘procedureS' |
Soc.» 304. Comracts with commumty -based orgamzatlons
Sec. 305. Gram admlmstratlon reqmrements
- Sec.<30§. ]nformatxon,and technical ,gsslstanqe.
Sec. 307. Annual re;oort . B
, Séc. 308. Authonzatmn of appropnanons B
TITLE IV--REPEAL AND CONFORMIN G AMENDMENTS
' Sec 401. Repea] ) ‘ . _
SEC.2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.
(a) FINDINGS Congress finds the followmg R

1) Dlsablhty 1s a namral part of the human expenence and in no way d1m1mshes the right

20f47 . | , , e T  9/4/98 3:12 PM
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“of 1nd1v1duals to~~ ‘

(A) l1ve mdependently,

' (B), enjoy self—detetmmatton and make chorces |
(C) beneﬁt from an educatton |

(D) pursue meanmgful careers and

" '(E) enjoy full inclusion and 1ntegratton in'the economic, pohtlcal soc1al cultural and
" educational mainstream of socnety in the Umted States

(2) Techno]ogy has become 1of the pnmary engtnes for economic acttvlty, educatton and

. innovation in the Nation, and throughout the world. The commitment of the United States to
~ the development and utilization of technology is 1 of the main- factors underlymg the

strength and wbrancy of the economy of the United States.

( (3) As technology has.come to play.an 1ncreas1ngly important role n the hves of all persons
+in the United States, in the conduct of business, in the functioning of government in the,
. fostering of communication, in the conduct of commerce, and in the provision of educatlon
‘its impact upon the lives of the more than 50,000,000 individuals with disabilities in the
. United States has been comparable to its impact upon the remainder of the citizens of the |

United States. Any development in mainstream technology would have profound

implications for individuals w1th dtsabthtles in the United States

¥

4) Substanttal progress has been made n the development of assistivé technology dev1ces

_including adaptations to existing devices that facilitate activities of daily-living, that

significantly benefit individuals with disabilities of all ages. Such devices and adaptattons
increase the involvement of such individuals in, and reduce expenditures associated with,
programs and activities such as early intervention, éducation, rehabilitation and training,
employment, residential living, mdependent hvmg, and recreatton programs and act1v1t1es

_ and other aspects of daily hvmg

: (5) All States have comprehensrve statew1de programs of technology related assrstance
Federal support for such programs should continue, strengthemng the capacity of each State

to assist individuals with dtsabtllttes of all ages with thetr assrsttve technology needs.

(6) Not\x 1thstandmg the efforts of such State programs there is strl] alack of-- .

(A) resources to pay for assrstlve technology dewces and a551st1ve technology
| services; : , . :

(B) trained personnel to assist individuals w1th dtsabthtles to use such devrces and
servrces

©) 1nformat10n among targeted individuals about the avarlabtlrty and potent1a1
benefit of technology for 1nd1v1duals with dlsabrlmes ’

. (D) outreach to underrepresented populanons and rural populatrons
t
(E) systems that ensure trme]y acquisition and delrvery of assrsttve technology
~ devices and assistive technology services; '

- (F). coordtnatron among State human services programs and between such programs
- .and private entities, pamcularly with respect to transmons berween such programs ,
and entmes and , L . ST X

N , e
A

9/4/98 3:12 PM
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T
:

(G capacxty in such programs to prowde the necessary techno]ogy related asmstance

(7 l In the current technologxcal envn'onment the line of dema:catlon between assi stlve
technology and mamstream technology is becornmg ever more: chfﬁcult to draw.

(&) Many indiv ividuals thh dlsabl lities cannot access ex15t1ng telecommumcatlons and .
information. technologles and are at risk of not being able to access developmg technologies.

' The failure of Federal and State governments, hardware manufacturers, software designers,

information systems managers, and telecommunications service provuiers to account for the
specific needs of individuals with disabilities in the design, manufacture, and procurement
of telecommunications and information technologies results in the exclusion of such

. individuals from the use of telecommunications and information technologies and results in

unnecessary costs associated with the retroﬁttmg of devices and' product systems.

" .(9) There are msufﬁcxent incentives for Federal contractors and other manufacturers of

technology to address the application of technology advances to meet the needs of

~ individuals with disabilities of all ages for assistive technology dev1ces and aSSlSUVC

technology services.

(10) The use of universal de51gn pnnc1p]cs reduces the need for many specific kinds of

assistive technology devices and assistive technology services by building in

- accommodations for iridividuals with disabilities before rather than after production. The

use of universal design principles also.increases the likelihood that products (including
services) will be: ‘compatible with existing assistive technologies. These principles are
1ncreasmgly important to enhance access to information technology, telecommunications,

transportation, physical structures, and consumer products. There are insufficient incentives
" for commercial manufacturers to iricorporate universal design principles into the design and

manufacturing of technology products, including devices of daily living, that could expand
their immediate use by mdmdua s with dxsablhtxes of all ages.. :

e l) There are insufficient incentives for commercial pursmt of the apphcatton of -
technology devices to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities, because of the

perception that such mdmduals constltutc a hmlted ‘market.

(12) At the Federal level, the Federal Laboraton es, the Nanonal Aeronautlcs and Space

- Administration, and other similar entities do not recognize the value of, or commit resources
- on‘an ongoing basis to, technology transfer initiatives that would beneﬁt and espec1ally

mcrease the 1ndependence of, 1nd1v1duals w1th dlsabtlmes

(13) At the Federal level there is'a lack of coordination among agencies that prov1de or pay

“for-the provision of dssistive technology devices and assistive technology services. In -

addition, the Federal Government does not provide adequate assistance and information
with respect to the quality and use of assmtlve technology devtces and assistive technology
services to targeted mdlvxdual ,

:-'(14) Thcr are changes n the dehvery of a551st1ve technology dewccs and assmtzve

techno]ogy servlces mcludmg-— '

(A) the impact of the, mcreased prevalence of managed care erntities as payors for -
: 3531st1ve technology dewces and assmtwe technology ser\uces ’

- (B) an-mcreased focus'on umversal de51gn, g
(C) the 1ncreased 1rnportance of assistive. technology in employment, as more .
individuals with'disabilities move from pubhc assistance to work through trammg and
on-the-job accommodatnons : ~ ,

(D) the role and 1mpact that new technolo gies have on how individuals with
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disabilities will learn about, access and parttmpate in programs or.services that w1ll
affect their lives; and

| (E)-the increased role that telecommumcauons play in educanon employment health‘
care, and somal activities. -

- v

(b) PUKYUSES - The purposes of this Act are--

(1yto provide ﬁnancxal assistance to States to undertake activities that a551st each State in
maintaining and.strengthening a permanent comprehensive statewide program of
technology related assxstance for mdmduals w1th dtsabtllttes of all ages that 1s desrgned
tO-- : S o

(A) increase the availability of fundmg for access to, and provns1on of, assistive
technology devices and a551st1ve technology services;

(B) increase the active mvolvement of individuals w1th dtsabtllttes and their fannly
members, guardians, advocates, and authorized representattves in the matntenance
1mprovement -and evaluation of sucha program '

* (C) increase the involvement of 1nd1v1duals with disabilities and, if appropnate their
family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized representatives, in decisions
related to the provision of assxsttve technology de\uees and assistive technology
services; ‘

v.(D) Increase the provxston of outreach to underrepresented populanons and rural
populations, to enable the 2 populatlons to enjoy the benefits of act1v1t1es carried out
under this Act to the same extent as other populattons

(E)i increase and promote coordmanon among State agencies, between State and local -
agencies, among local agencies, and between State and local agencies and private
entities (such as managed care providers), that are involved or are eli gtble to be
tnvolved in carrymg out acttvmes under this Act;’ ~ y

(F)(i) increase the awareness of laws regulations, poltcnes practlces procedures and
organizational structures, that fac111tate the avallabtltty or provision of assistive
technolog} devices and assrsttve technology services; and - : ‘
(11) facilitate the change of laws, regulations, policies, pracnces procedures and
organizational structures, to obtain increased availability or provxston of a551st1ve
technology devrces and assistive technology services;

(G) increase the probability that individuals wnh dlsabllmes of all ages will, to the
extent appropriate, be able to secure arid maintain possessmn of assistive technology
- . devices as such individuals make the transition between services offered by human
_service agenmes or between settmgs of daily ltvmg (for example between home and
vork) ' ,

(H) enhance the skills and cornpetenc1es of md1v1duals mvolved n prov1d1ng ass1st1ve
technology devrces and assrsttve technology services;

- (I) increase awareness and knowledge of the beneﬁts of a551st1ve technology devices
‘and assistive technology services among targeted individuals; - :

(J) increase the awareness of the needs of individuals with dtsabtlmes of all ages for
assrsnve technology devices and for assasttve technology services; and

(K) increase the\icapactty of publlc_ agencies and prtvate entmes to provide and pay for-
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© assistive technology dewces and ass1st1ve technology semces ona statemde bas:s for
. mdmduals with dtsabtltttes of all ages : ,

(2)to xdenttfy Federal pO]lCleS that facxlltate payment for asmstwe technology devices and
assistive technology services, to identify those Federal pohctes that impede such payment
- and to chmmate mappropnate bamers to such payment and ) . :
(3) to enhance the abthty of the Federal Govemment to~-. ‘.'
| (A) prowde States w1th ﬁnanmal assistance that supports-- o o

(i) mformatlon and- publtc awareness programs relatmg to the provision of
assxstwe technology dev1ces and assxstlve technology services;

(11) 1mproved interagency. and pubhc-pnvate coordmatxon espemally through
new and improved policies, that result in increased avatlabthty of a551st1ve
o technology devices and a351st1ve technology serv1ces and

‘ ‘ "(111) techmcal asststance and training in the prowsxon or use of assxstwe
technology dcwces and a551stwe technology serwces and :

(B) fund nattonal reglonal State and local targeted 1n1t1at1ves that promote ,
understandmg of and access to assistive technology devices and assmttve technology
. services for targcted 1nd1v1duals : : \

SEC 3 DEFINITIONS Al\D RULE
(a) DEFIN'ITIONS In this Act

(l) ADVOCACY SER\’ICES The term. advocacy services', except as used as part.of the -

* term protection and advocacy Services', means services provxded to assist individuals with
disabilities and their family members, guardtans advocates, and authorized representatives
in accessmg a551st1ve technology devices and a551st1ve technology services.

)] ASSlSTlVE TECHNOLOGY:- The term assxsttve technology means technology
designed to be uuhzed in an assistive technology dev1ce or assistive technology service.

(3) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY DEVICE- The term "assistive technology device' means
any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially, modified,
or customized, that is used to Increase, maintain, or tmprove functxonal capabilities of
1ndwtduals thh d1sab1 ities. : C

(4) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SERVICE The term a551st1ve technology service' means
any service that directly assists an individual with a disability in the selection, acquisition,.
or use of an a551sttve technology de\nce Such term includes--

(A) the evaluatlon of the a351st1ve technology needs of a an mdmdual with a disability,
including'a functional evaluation of the impact of the provision of appropriate
assistive technology and appropriate semces to the individual in the customary
env1ronment of'the 1nc§1V1dual ' :

o (B) services con51st1ng of purchasmg, leasmg, or otherwxse providing for the
- .acquisition of assnstwe technology devices by individuals w1th dtsablhttes

) semces consxstmg of selectmg, designing, ﬁttmg, customtzlng, adapttng,
applymg, mamtammg, repamng, or replacmg assistive technology dewces

:ot
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(D) coordination and use of necessary theraptes 1ntervennons ‘or services Wlth
assistive technology devices, such as therapies, interventions or servroes assocrated
with educatron and rehablhtatron plans and programs

. (E) tramrng or techmcal a551stance for an mdmdual wrth drsabrhtres or, where
_appropriate, the family rnembers guardlans advocates, or authonzed representatwes
of such an individual, and :

- (F) trammg or technical assistance for professnonals (mcludmg mdxvrduals provrdmg
- education and rehabilitation services), employers, or other individuals who provide
_ services to, employ, or are otherwise substantrally mvolved in the major life functions
L of individuals with disabilities. - , . .
Y (5) CAPACITY BUILDING AND ADVOCACY ACTIV ITIES The term capacrty
burldmg and advocacy activities' means efforts that-- - :

(A) result in laws regulatlons polrcres practrces procedures or orgamzanonal
structures that promote consumer responswe programs or entities; and

(B) facilitate and mcrease access to, provrsron of, and funding for assrstrve
technology dewces and assistive technology services,

_in order to empower mdmduals with drsabrhtres to achleve greater mdependence
. productmty, and mtegratron and inclusion within the commumty and the workforce.

- (6) COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE PROGRAM OF TECHNOLOGY—RELATED
~ ASSISTANCE- The term eomprehenswe statewide program of technology-related ‘
assistance’' means a consumer-responsive program of technology-related assistance for
individuals with disabilities, implemented by a State, and equally available to all individuals
with disabilities residing in the State, regardless of their type of disability, age income
level; or Jocation of residence in the , :

State or the type of' assmtlve technology dev1ce or assrsnve technology service requrred
(7) CONSUMER RESPONSIVE The term consumer~responswe --

~(A) with regard to pohc1es means that the pollcres are consistent ‘with the pnnmples
of—- ‘ , r r

‘,,.(i) respect for individural" dignity, personal responsibility, self-d'eterrnindtion
and.pursuit of meaningful careers, based on mformed choice, of 1nd1v1dua]s
‘wrth drsabrhtles ‘ . : r

. (11) respect for the privacy, nghts and equal access (mcludmg the use of
accessible formats) of such individuals; ,

(111)‘mclusron integration, and full pamcrpation of such individuals"in society;
“(iv) support for the involvement in decisions of a famrly member, a guardlan

“an advocate, or an authorized representative, if an individual w1th a drsablhty
~requests desrres or needs such mvolvement and

L (v) support for individual and systems advocacy and eommumty mvolvement
" “and 1

(B) with respect to an entlty, program or actrvrty, means that the entrty, program or
act:vrty-- : , , .

N
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(1) is. easr]y accessrble to, and usable by, mdmduals with dlsablhtles and, when
appropriate, their family members guardians, advocates or authortzed
representatlves :

: (i) responds to.the needs of mdmduals with- dtsabthtles ina trmely and
' appropnate manner; and o )

- (i) facrhtates the full and meamngftﬂ pamclpatron of 1ndrv1duals with
disabilities (including individuals from undetrepresented populations and rural
‘populanons) and their family members guardians, advocates and authonzed
representatrves in-- A

(D dectsrons relating to the provision of assistive technology devrces and".
. assrstrve technology servrces to such 1nd1v1duals and ‘

I(II) decisions related to the marntenance 1mprovement and evaluation of -
the comprehensive statewide program of technology-related assistance,
including decisions that affect advocacy, capacxty burldlng, and capacity

: bulldmg and advocacy actlvmes ‘ o

: (S) DISABILITY- The term dtsabllrty means a condltlon of an 1nd1v1dua] that is

considered to be a disability or handicap for the purposes of any Federal law other than thts
Act or for the purposes of the law of the State in whrch the mdrvrdual resides.

(9) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES-

(A) INDIV IDUAL WITH A DISABILITY The term 1ndtv1dua1 w1th a drsablllty
means any 1nd1v1dual of any age, race, or ethnicity--

“‘(1) who has a drsabrhty, and :

(i) who is or wou]d be enabled by an assistive. techno]ogy device or an.
‘assistive technology service to minimize deterioration in functioning, to
mamtarn a.level of functtonmg, or to achreve a greater ]eve of functromng in,

any major life activity. A .

' (B) INDIV IDUALS WITH DISABILITIES The term mdlvrduals wrth disabilities’
means more than 1 individual with a dlsabrhty '

- (10) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION- The term mstltutton of higher educanon

has the meaning given such term in section 1201(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965

(20 U.S.C. 1141(a)), and includes a community college receiving funding under the Tnbally.y
- Controlled Comrnunrty CoIIcge Assrstance Act of 1978 (25U. S C 1801 et seq )

(1D PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SERVICES The term protectton and advocacy

servicés' means services that--

(A).are descnbed in part C of the Deve]opmental Disabilities Assistance and B111 of
. Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6041 et seq.), the Protection and Advocacy for Mentally 111
Individuals Act of 1986 (42 U S, C 10801 ‘et seq. ) or sectron 509 of the
j Rehabrhtatron Act of 1973 and :

(B) a551st md1v1duals wrth dlsabthtles wrth respect to assrstlve techno]ogy devrces and
assistive technology services.

V (12) SECRETARY The term Secretary means the Secretary of Educatron

(13) STATE-
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T (A)INGENERAL Except as prov1ded in subparagraph (B) and sectlon 302 the tenn

State means each of the several States of the Umted States the Dlstnct oft Columbla the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands Guam Amencan Samoa, and the
Commonwealth of the Northem Manana Islands e : :

1

(B) OUTLYING AREAS In sectlons lOl(c) 102(c), 103(d), and lO4(b)

(1) OUTLYING AREA- The term outlymg area' means the United States
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the
Northem Manana Islands : , : : -

(i) STATE- The term State does not 1nclude the Un1ted States Virgin Islands
" Guam, Amerlcan Samoa and the Commonwealth of the Northem Manana
Islands : .

(14) TARGETED INDIVIDUALS The tenn targeted 1nd1v1duals means-- N

'.’ (A) 1nd1v1duals with disabilities of all ages and their family members guardrans
. advocates and authonzed representatrves

(B) 1nd1vrdua1s who work for publrc or private entities (including insurers or managed
care provrders) that have contact with 1nd1v1duals with, d1sab1]1t1es o

- (C) educators and related services personnel
.—g'_(D) technology experts (mcludmg engmeers)
(E) health and allred,»,health professionals; -

(E) employers; and

(G)‘other app'ropriate individuals and entities.

) ‘(15) TECHNOLOGY RELATED ASSISTANCE- The term technology related assistance'
means assistance provided through capacrty building and advocacy. activities that
accomplrsh the purposes descrlbed In any of subparagraphs (A) through (K) of sectron

- 2(b)(1)

g (16) UNDERREPRESENTED POPULATION- The term ‘underrepresented populatlon
" . means a population that is typically underrepresented in service provision, and includes
- populations such as persons who have low-incidence disabilities, persons whoare = .. -
minorities, poor persons, persons with 11m1ted Eng11sh proﬁcrency, o]der 1nd1v1duals or
- persons from rural areas. . .

(17) UNIVERSAL DESIGN The term umversal des1gn means. a concept or phrlosophy for
designing and delivering products and services that are usable by peoplé with the widest -
- .. possible range of fuinctional capab111t1es which include products and services that are . -
. directly usable (wrthout requiring assistive technologres) and products and services that are .
' made usable with ass1st1ve technolog1es

(b) REF ERENCES References In thrs Act toa provrslon of the Technology-Related Assrstance
for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 shall be considered to be references to such
provrsron as in effect on the day before the date of enactment of this Act ' '

TITLE I STATE GRANT PROGRAMS
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‘SEC.'101. CO\‘TINUITY GRANTS FOR STATES THAT RECEIVED FUNDING
FOR A LIMITED PERIOD: FOR TECHN OLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE

(a) GRANTS TO STATES-

e ) N GENERAL- The Secretary shall award grants, in accordance with thts section, to
" eligible States to support capacity building and advocacy activities, designed to assist the .
States in'maintaining permanent comprehensive statewide programs of technology related
, assrstance that accompltsh the purposes described in section 2(b)(1).

o (2) ELIGIBLE STATES- To be eligible to receive a grant under this section a State shall be '
a State that received grants for less than 10 years under title I of the Technology-Related '
Assrstance for lndtv1duals With Dtsabllmes Act of 1988 S
~ (b) USE OF FUNDS-
(l) N GENERAL Any’ State that receives a grant under thts sectlon shall use the funds
- made available through the grant to carry out the activities described in paragraph (2) and
may use the funds to carry out the activities described in paragraph (3) ~ A
(2) MANDATORY ACTIVITIES- .
(A) PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM |
' (1) IN GENERAL- The State shall support a publtc awareness pro gram
- designed to provide information to targeted individuals relating to the
*+ -availability and beneﬁts of assistive technology devrces and assrsttve
f-technology services.- : -
. () LINK Such a pub]tc awareness program shall have an electrontc lmk to :
“the Natrona Pub ic lntemet Site authonzed under sectton 106(c)(1) | | o
(111) C OT\TTENTS The publtc awareness program may tnclude»
€O the development and dtssemtnatton of 1nformatton relatmg to--

.(aa) the nature of. assrsttve technology devices and assrstwe technology services;

(bb) the appropnateness of, cost of, availability of, evaluatron of, and access to, assrsttve technology
devices and assistive technology servlces and : A : .

(cc) the benefits of assistive technology devices and assistive technology servrces with respect to
enhancmg the capacity of individuals with drsabtlrttes of all ages to perform activities of daily lrvmg,

(ll) the development of procedures for prov1dmg direct commumcatlon
between provrders of asmsttve technology and targeted individuals; and -

(lll) the development and dlssemtnatron to targeted tndtvrduals of
nformatron about State efforts related to assrsttve technology »

(B) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION-
() IN GENERAL The State shall’ develop and promote the adoptton of
-policies that i Improve access to assistive technology devices and assistive-

} technology services for individuals with disabilities of all ages in the State and
that result n 1mproved coordtnatton among publrc and pnvate entltles that are
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‘ responsuble or have the authonty o be resp0n51ble for pohCIes procedures or
~funding for, or the provision of assistive technology devxces and. a551st1ve
technology services to, such individuals. :

(11) APPOINTMENT TO CERTAIN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
PANELS- The State shall appoint the director of the lead agency described in
 subsection (d) or the designee of the diréctor, to any committee, council, or
similar organization created by the State to assist the State in the development
of the mforrnatmn technology pohcy of the State. ' S

(111) COORDINATION ACTIVITIES ’Ihe development and promotton
described in clause (i) may include support for-- ‘

1)) pohmes that result in 1mproved coordmatxon mcludmg coordmatlon
. between public and private entities-- - .

‘ (aa) 1n the application of Federal and State pollc1es

(bb) in the use of resources and services relating to the prov151on of assistive technology devices and

110f47 -

assistive technology services, mcludmg the use of i mteragency agreements; and

(¢cc)in the i nnprm ement of access to assistive technology dev:ces and assistive technology serwces for
individuals with dxsabtht]es of all ages in the State;

(1D convenmg mteragency work groups, 1nvolvmg public and prtvate
~ entities, to identify, create, or expand funding options, and coordinate
access to funding, for assistive technology devices and assistive
- technology services for individuals with dlS&b]llllCS of all ages or

(I1T) documenting and;dtssemmatmg,mformanon about 1-nt_eragency'
activities that promoéte coordination, including coordination between *
public and private entities, with respect to assxsuve technology dev;ces ‘
and assistive technology services. ‘ ‘

(C) TECHNICAL ‘ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING The State shall carry out |
~directly, or provide support to public or private entities to carry out, technlcal
assxstance and training actmnes for targeted mdtvxduals mcludmg»,» ‘

' (1) the development and 1mplementanon of laws, regulanons pohc1es
practices, procedures, or organizational structures that promote access to
assistive technology devices and assistive ‘technology services for individuals
with disabilities in education, health care, employment, and community ltvmg

.contexts, and in other contexts: such as letsure actlvmes and the use of
te]ecommumcanons B , -

(u)(l) the development of trammg matenals and the eonduct of trammg in'the
use of asslsuve technology devxces and assistive technology semces and

(II) the provmon of techmcal a551stance mcludmg techmcal assmtance
‘ concemmg how» .

 (aa). to consider the needs of an mdmdual with a dlsabthty for assistive- .
_ technology devices and assistive technology services in developmg any
mdmduallzed plan or program authonzed under F edera or State law

(bb) the nghts of targeted 1ndw1duals to’ assistive technology devices and

-assistive technology services are addressed under laws other than this
Act to promote fuller mdependence producnwty, and 1nclu510n in and
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| mtegratlon mto somety of such 1nd1v1duals or

(cc) to increase consumer partncnpatton in the 1dent1ﬁcatton planmng,
- use, delivery, and evaluation of assxstlve technology dev1ces and assxstwe
technology semces and .

(111)(1) the enhancement of the assistive technology sktlls and competencres of--"

- (aa) 1nd1v1duals who work for public or pnvate ent1t1es (1nclud1ng 7
insurers and managed care providers), who have contact with individuals
- with dxsabthtles : t o :

g .(bb)‘educators and related servi'ces personnel;
.* _ k(c‘cz) »technology’experts (including‘eng:ineers); :
; ; (dd) health and allied health professmnals,
: (ee) employers and
| (ff) other appropnate personnel and

(II) takmg action to facilitate the development of standards or, when ,
. appropriate, the application,of such standards, to ensure the availability of
quahﬁed personnel .

\ (D) OUTREACH The State: shall prov1de support to statew1de and commumty-based
~organizations that provide assistive technology devices and assistive technology
services to individuals with disabilities or that assist individuals with disabilities in-
' using assistive technology devices and assistive technology services, including a
.. focus on organizations.assisting individuals from underrepresented popu]atlons and
-rural populations. Such support may include outreachito consumer organizations and
_ groups in the State to coordinate efforts (including self-help, support group activities,
and peer-mentoring) to assist individuals with disabilities of all ages and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized representatives, to obtain funding for,
-access to, and information on evaluanon of assistive technoJogy devices and assistive
' technologv services. . 4 ,

(3) DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES-

- (A) ALTERNATIVE STATE- FINANCED SYSTEMS- The State may support
activities to increase access to, and funding for, assistive technology dev1ces and
assxsttve technology semces mcludmg-- ' . .

(1) the development of systerns that prowde assn;ttve technology devices and
*.assistive technology services to individuals with disabilities of all ages, and that
pay for such dev1ces and services, such as--

(I) the development of systems for the purchase lease, other. acqulsmon
. or payment for the provision, of assistive technology dev1ces and
- assistive'technology services; or
(II) the estabhshment of alternattve State or pnyately ﬁnanced systems of
- subsidies for the-provision of assistive technology devices and asstsnve
: technology semees such as--_

‘(aa)alow-interest loantfund; ’ R . R | A ?'

120f47 o . 9/4/98 3:12 PM



- - RV R T http:/{thomas.loc.gov!cgi-bin/query!C?c}05:./tentp/~c105bWOqu

“(bb).an intejr.estf_huy-down 'prograrn;

E (cc) a revolving‘ loan fun‘d'

o (dd) a loan guarantee or 1nsurance program

(ee) a program operated by apartnership among pnvate entities for the purchase lease or other ’
acqursmon of assistive technology devrces or assrstrve technology servrces or :

. _ (ft) another mechamsm that meets the requrrements of tltle I and 1s approved by the Secretary, -

13 0f47.

- (11) the shortaterm loan of assrstrve technology dev:ces to mdrvrduals ,
employers, public agencies, or public accommodations seeking strategies to

. -comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 .et
seq.) and section 504 of the Rehabrhtatron Actof 1973 {29.US.C. 794), or

B (i) the maintenance of information about, and recyclmg centers for, the
- redistribution of assistive technology devrces and equipment, which may
‘include redtstnbutlon through devrce and equrpment loans rentals or gifts. -

(B) DEMONSTRATIONS The State, in collaboratton wrth other’ entmes in
_ - . established, recognized community settings (such as nonprofit organizations,

e libraries, schools community-based employer organizations, churches, and entities

' operating senior citizen centers, shopping malls, and health clinics), may demonstrate
assistive technology devices in settings where targeted individuals can see and try out
assistive technology devices, and learn more about the devices from personnel who -
are familiar with such devices and their applications or can be referred to other
entmes ‘who have information on the devrces , :

© OPTIONS FOR SECURING DEVICES AND SERVICES The State, through
- public agencies or nonprofit organizations, may support assistance to individuals with
. disabilities and their family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized
representatives about options for securing assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services that would meet individual needs for such assistive technology
. devices and assistive technology services. Such assistance: shall not-include direct
v payment for an assrstwe technology devrce : : :

. (D) TECHNOLC}GY RELATED INFORMATION-~

) N GENERAL The State may operate and expand a system for publrc :

. access to information concerning an activity carried out under another .
_paragraph of this subsection, including information about assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services, funding sources and costs of such
devices and services, and individuals, organizations, arid agencies capable of

~ carrying out such an activity for mdmduals with‘disabilities. The system shall
be part of, and complement the information that is available through a link to, -
-the National Publrc lnternet Site descnbed In section- 106(e)(l)

(1) ACCESS- Access to the system may be provrded through comrnumty based '
‘locations, including public libraries, centers for independent living (as defined -
1in section 702 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973), locations of community
“rehabilitation programs (as defined in section 7 of such Act), schools, senior

citizen centers, State vocational rehabilitation offices, other State workforce '
ofﬁces, and other locations frequented or used by the publrc

(111) INFORMATION COLLECTION AND PREPARATIOI\ In operatmg or
“.expanding a systern descnbed in subparagraph (A) the State may—- .
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(I) develop, compile, and categonze print, large print, brallle audlo and -
video materials, computer disks, compact discs (including compact dlSCS
formatted with read only memory) information in alternative formats .
* that can be used in telephone-based information. systems, and materials’
‘using such other media as technologtcal 1nnovatlon may make
appropnate; - o B

© (ID) identify and classify fundmg sources for obtammg assxstwe
technology devices and assistive technology services, and the conditions
- of and criteria for access to such sources, including any fundtng '
. mechamsms or strategies developed by the State;

(11D 1dennfy support groups and systems»demgned to help individuals

. with disabilities make effective use of an activity carried out under -
" another paragraph of this subsection, including groups that provide -
~ evaluations of a551st1ve technology dev1ces and a551st1ve technology -
' semces, and ' . )

(V) mamtam arecord of the extent. to whlch citizens of the State use or .’
. make inquiries of the systern estabhshed in c]ause (1), and of the nature of
such 1 mqumes : :

(E) INTERSTATE ACTIVITIES-

() IN GENERAL The State may enter into cooperanve agreements w1th other
‘States to expand the capacity of the States involved to assist individuals with
disabilities of all ages to learn about, acquire, use, maintain, adapt and upgrade :
assistive techno]ogy devxces and assistive ,

techno]ogy serv1ces that such individuals need at home at schoo] at work orin other envlronments that
are part of daily living. , . ,

(1) ELECTRONIC COMMUNTCATION The State may operate or pamcxpate ’
" in an electronic information exchange through which the State may -
_communicate with other States to gain technical assistance in a timely fashion
and to avoid the duplication of efforts already undertaken in other States.

(F) PARTNERSHIPS AND COOPERATIVE INITIATIVES- The State may support
- partnerships and cooperative initiatives between the public sector and the private
sector 10 promote greater participation by business and mdustry in-- >

(1) the development demonstratton and dlssemmanon of assistive technology
dev1ces and’

(i1) the ongoing provxslon of tnformatlon about new products to a351st
individuals wnh dtsabxhtles . .

(G) EXPENSES The State may pay for expenses mcludmg travel expenses, and

© services, mcludmg services of qualified interpreters, readers, and personal care
assistants, that may be necessary to ensure access to the comprehensive statewide

- program’ of technology-related assistance by mdt\ftduals with disabilities who are
determined by the State to be in financial need and not & hgtble for such payments or
services through another. public agency or private entxty

A(H) ADVOCACY SERVICES The State may prov1de advocacy serv1ces
(c) AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE- |

'14of4'? e S E " 9/4/98 3:12PM


http://thomas.loc,gov/cgi-biniquery/C?c105:.Itemp/-c105bWOqPp

15 of 47

' nnp:iimomas.loc.govfch-puyqueryit‘!c i Ua:.ltempi~c AVIUNHUYTP

f:‘”(l) GRAN ISTO OUTLYING AREAS From the funds appropnated under section 107(a)
- and reserved under clause (i) of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of section 107(b)(1) for any

fiscal year for grants under this section, the Secretary shall make a grant in an amount of not

o ‘more than $105,000 to! each ehgrble outlymg area.

(2) GRANTS TO STATES From the funds described in paragraph (1) that are not used to

‘make grants under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall’ make grants to States in accordance -

with the reqmrements descnbed in paragraph (3)
(3) CALCULATION OF STATE GRANTS— |

- (A) CALCULATIONS FOR GRANTS IN THE SECOND OR THTRD YEAR OF A
. SECOND EXTENSION GRANT- For any fiscal year, the Secretary shall calculate
the amount of a grant under paragraph (2) for each eligible State that would be in the
second or third year of a second extension grant made under section 103 of the. .
Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988, if that
. Act had been reauthonzed for that ﬁscal year, m accordance wrth section 103(0)(2) of
such Act DT e . : : ,

L (B) CALCULATIONS FOR' GRANTS IN THE FOURTH OR FIFTH YEAR OF A
Lo SECOND EXTENSION GRANT . . _‘

() FOURTH YEAR An elrglble State that would have been in the fourth year
of a second extension. grant made under section 103 of the Technology—Re]ated
_ Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 during a fiscal year, if
that Act had been reauthorized for that fiscal year, shall receive under s
paragraph (2) a grant in an amount equal to-75 percent of the funding that the’
State received in the pnor fiscal year under section 103 of that Act or under this
"secnon as appropnate . :

(i1) FIFTH YEAR- An ehglble State that would have been in the fifth year of a
second extension grant made under section 103 of the Technology-Related v
Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 during a fiscal year, 1f
" that Act had been reauthiorized for that fiscal year, shall receive under’
- paragraph (2) a'grant in' an amount equa] 1o 66 2/3 percent of the funding that
.. the State received in the prior fiscal year, under section 103 of that Act or under
thrs sectron as appropnate

(C). ADDITIONAL STATES~ -

(1) IN GENERAL For.purposes of thrs paragraph the Secretary shall treat a
State desenbed in c]ause (if)- - . o

! (D for fiscal years 1999 through 2001 ‘as rf the State were a State
B Adescnbed in subparagraph (A) and ' )

S ‘(II) for ﬁscal year 2002 or 2003 as 1f the State were a State descrtbed in
o cIause (1)or (n) respective]y, of subparagraph (B).

(n) STATE— A State referred to in clause (i) shall be a State that-—
M1 in ﬁsca] year, 1998 was in the second year of an mmal .extension grant |
made under section 103 of the Technology-Related Assistance for
: .Indrvrduals Wrth Drsablhtles Act of 1988; and .

- (I meets such terms and condtttons as the Secretary shaII determme to -
‘be appmpnate - : '
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(d) LEAD AGENCY :
V (I)IDENTIFICATION-

“(A)IN GENERAL To be ehglble to receive a grant under thrs section, a State shall |

" de¢ignate alead agency to carry out appropriate State functions under this section.

The lead agency shall be the current agency (as of the date of submission of the
application supplement described in subsection (e)) administering the grant awarded
to the State for fiscal year 1998 under title I of the ‘Technology-Related Assistance for

A Indtvxduals Wrth Drsa’brhtles Act of 1988, except as prowded in subparagraph (B).

‘(B) CHAN GE IN AGENCY- The Governor may change the lead agency if the
Govemor shows good cause to the Secretary why the designated lead agency should -
be changed, in the application supplement descnbed in subsection (e) and obtains
approval of the supplement. , :

(2) DUTIES OF THE LEAD AGENCY- The dutles of the lead agency shall mclude-- e

(A) submlttmg the applreatron supplement descnbed n subsectlon (e) on behalf of the
State; - .

(B) admlmstenno and supemsmg the use of amounts made avallable under the grant
_ recewed by the State under this sectlon _

(C)(r) coordmatmg efforts related to, and supervising the preparatlon of, the
application supplement described in subsection (e); '

(i) contmumg the coordmat;on of the mamtenance and evaluatton of the

: comprehenswe statewide program of teclmology related assistance among public
agencies and between public agencies and private entities, including coordmatmg ‘
efforts re ated to- entenng into 1nteragency agreements and .

- (m) eontmumg the coordination of efforts especially efforts carried out with entities -

- that provide protectxon and advocacy services described in section 104, related to the
active; timely, and meaningful participation by individuals with disabilities and their
famlly members, guardians, advocates, or authorized representatives, and other -
appropnate mdwrduals with respect to act1v1t1es camed out under the grant and

| (D) the delegation, in whole or in part, of any respon31b111t1es described in -
. subparagraph (A) (B),or(C)to 1 or more appropnate ofﬁces agencies, entities, or
: mdmduals ' _ :

(e) APPLlCATlON SUPPLEMENT- o ,
(1) SUBMISSION- Any State that de51res to receive a grant under this section shall submtt
_-to the Secretary an application supplement to the application the State submitted under -
section 103 of the Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of .
1988, at such time, in such manner, and for such period as the Secretary may specnfy that
- contams the followmg mformatlon o
(A) GOALS AND ACTIVITIES A descrtptxon of--

(1) the goals the State has set, for addressmg the assistive technology needs of N N
mdlvrduals wrth dlsablhtles in'the State mcludmg any related to--

(l) health care

(1D educauon,
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‘(Ill) ernp cyment mcludmg goals mvolvmg the State, vocational
rehabilitation program camed out under title I of the Rehabilitation Act -
of 19?3 _ ,

v - : (IV) telecornmunication and informati(')n technology; or
(V) commumty hvmg, mcludmg partrcrpatlon in recreatron and

(ii) the activities the State'will undertake to acl‘neve such goals m accordance
w1th the requtrements of subsectron (b)

| (B) MEASURES OF GOAL ACHIEVEMENT A descnptlon of how the State will
measure whether the goals set by the State have been. aclneved '

'_‘(C) INVOLVEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES
- AND THEIR FAMILIES- A descnptlon of how 1nd1v1duals w1th disabilities of all
". ages and therr farmhes-- , _
(1) were 1nvolved In selectmg--
| M the goals;

‘ (IT) the actwmes to be undertal\en i achtevmg the goals and

(1II) the measures to be used n judgmg 1f the goals have been achleved
and o ‘

(11) will be involved in measurmg whether the goa s have been achleved

(D) REDESIGNATION OF THE' LEAD AGENCY If the Governor elects to change | ,
the lead agency, the followmg mformatlon :

(1) With regard to the ori gmal lead agenc§, evidence of-?, |
() lack of progress in employment of quallﬁed staff
(II) lack of consumer-responsrve actlvmes

' (III) lack of resource allocatlon for systems change and advocacy
: act1v1t1es

(IV) Tack of nrogress 1n meeting the assurancea in the application | I
- submitted by the State under section 102(e) of the Technology-Related
N ,Assmtance for Indmduals With Dtsabrhtles Actof 1988 or .
(V) 1nadequate ﬁsca management

(11) Wrth regard to the new lead agency, a descnptton of--

@O the capacrty of the new lead agency to adrmmster and conduct
‘ acttvrttes descnbed in subsection-(b)" and this paragraph; and

(II) the procedures that the State will 1mplement to avoid the deﬁcrencres' o
_ descnbed in clause (i), of the original lead agency.. ‘

(lii') Informatron 1dent_1fy1ng which agency prepared the apphcatioh supplernent.

.k
. [
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2) INTERIM STATUS OF STATE OBLIGATIONS Except as provrded In subsection

.+ (£)(2), when the Secretary notifies a State that the State shall submit the apphcatton

supplement to the application the State submitted under section 103 of the S
Technology-Related’ Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988, the. Secretary -
shall specify inthe notification the time period for whrch the apphcatron supp]ement shal]

.apply, consistent with paragraph (4).

(3) CONTINUING OBLIGATIONS 'Each State that receives a grant under this section
shall continue to abide by the assurances the State made in.the application the State -
submitted under section 103 of the Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals With
Disabilities Act of 1988 and contmue to comply with reporttng requlrements under that Act.

4) DUR.ATION OF APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT-

‘(A) DETERMINATION - The Secretary shall deterrnme and spectfy to the State the
time period for-which the app]tcatlon supplement shall apply, in accordancc with
subparagraph (B)

. (B) LIMIT-. Such time penod for any State shaIl not extend beyond the year that
would have been the fifth year of a second extension grant made for that State under
section 103 of thé Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals With Drsabrhttes
Act of 1988, if the Act had been reauthorized through that year.

(f) OPTIONS RELATED TO FUNDING FOR FISCAL YEARS 1999 THROUGH 2004-

(1) EZ\TENSIONS- ‘

(A) IN GENERAL— In the'case of a ‘State that was. in the fifth year ofasecond

~ extension grant:made under section 103 of the Technology-Related Assistance for
Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 in fiscal. year 1998, the Secretary may, in -
the discretion of the Secretary, award a 1-year extension of the. grant received for

' fiscal year 1999 to such-a State if the State submits an application supplement urider -
'subsection (¢) and meets other related requrrements for a State seeking a grant under

* this sectron

(B) AMOUNT- A State that receives a 1-year extension of a grant under
- subparagraph (A), shall receive through the grant, for fiscal year 1999; an amount
. equivalent to the amount the State received for fiscal year 1998 under section 103 of
~ the Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988,
- from funds appropriated under section 107(a) and reserved under clause (i) of
- subparagraph (A) (B) or (C) of section 107(b)(1) for grants under thrs section.

- (2) CHALLENGE GRANTS For fiscal year 2000 any State ehgtble to receive funds under - -

this section may elect o meet the requirements of and receive funds under section 102

- instead of meeting the requtrements of and receiving funds. under this sectron No State may
- receive funds under this section and section 102 for a ﬁsca year

SEC 102 STATE CHALLENGE GRANTS

(a) GRANTS TO STATES- The' Secretary shiall award grants to States to assist the States in
maintaining and improving comprehensrve statewide programs of technology related assistance
for individuals with disabilities i1 accordance with the provrstons of this section. The Secretary
shal provxde assrstance through such a grantto a State for 5 years

(b) USE OF FUNDS-

(H IN GENERAL A State that recewes a grant under this sectton shal] use. the funds made
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o1 .

avatlable thfough the grant to accomphsh the purposes descnbed in, sectton 2(b)(l) by
.. ‘carrying out activities.described in this subsection, based on an assessment of the needs for
L asmsttve technology dev1ces and assistive technology services of mdmduals

w1th dtsablhtles in the State, as reported by such- 1nd1v1duals and through other means. The State shall
-oin appropnate cases, promote; consider, take mto account, and mcorporate the pnnc:ples of umversal
~desi gn : : . . - :

(2) MANDATORY ACTIV ITIES- :

(A) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION- The State shall develop and promote the
‘adoption of policies that improve accessto assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services for individuals with disabilities of all ages in the State and that.
result in improved coordination among public and private entities that affect the -
provision of assistive technology devices and assistive technology services for such ..

~individuals. The State shall appoint the director of the State Assistive Technology

" Office designated under subsection (d)1 )(A) or the designee of the director, to any

-~ ‘committee, council, or similar organization created by the State to assist the State n
« the development of'the. mfonnatton technology pohcy of the State.

(B) ASSISTIVE T ECHNOLOGY INFORMATION SYSTEM- The State shal]
‘provide for the continuation and -enhancement of a statewide information and referral .
system for individuals with disabilities and providers of ¢ services for individuals with.
- disabilities. The system shall'include an accessible Iriternet site.with lmkages to other o
. -appropriate sites, such as the National Public Internet Site described in section
106(c)(1). The system shall provide for public access to information about assistive
" technology devices and assistive technology services, including information on the
- ‘evaluation of such devices and services and entities that provide such evaluations, and .
: fundmo sources for and costs of obtammg such de\ ices and services.

o (C) PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM The State shall support in collaboration
with targeted individuals, targeted public awareness campaigns designed to provide
information to targeted mdmduals ‘about the availability; through public and prtvate S
- sources, and benefits; of asmsttve technology dev1ces and assxstwe technology
serv ices. . l

'(D) CAPACITY BUILDING AND ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES TECHNICAL
,ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING:

(1) IN GENERAL Thc State shall support capactty but]dmg and advocacy
: acnvmes that mclude--. »

: ‘(l) the development and 1mp1ementatxon of laws regulatlons policies, -
practtces procedures, or organizational structures that promote access to
.. assistive technology devices and assistive technology services for - V
" individuals with disabilities in education, health care, employment, and
' commumty living contexts, and in other contexts such as leisure
/acttvxttes and the use of telecommumcatlons and '

D the trammg and preparatton of personncl to de51gn, bu1ld provide ‘ _
“instruction-on the use of; repair, and recycle assisfive technology devnces
_vand to prov1de a331st1ve technology services. ' :

(11) TARGETED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING The State
. shall-also support. publtc or private entities to cm'ry out targeted techmcal
assxstance and tratmng act1v1t1es '

(E) OUTREACH The State shall provxde support to statew1de and commumty-based

¥ “
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a7 ,,torgantzattons that provrde assrstxve technology devrces and assrsttve technology
. . services to individuals with disabilities or that assist individuals with.disabilities i m

' - 'using assistive technology devices and assistive technology services, mcludtng a’
- focus o organizations assisting individuals from underrepresented populatlons and -
* rural populations. Such support may include outreach to consumer organizations and
. groups in the State to coordinate efforts (including self-help, support group activities, .

* .. “and peer mentoring) to assist individuals with disabilities of all ages and;their family -~ -

. "'members, guardians, advocates, or authorized representatrves to obtain fundtng for, - .
- access to, and information‘on evaluatlon of asmsttve technology dev1ces and assrsttve- '
4,,techno]ogy serv1ccs W .

(3) DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES A State that receives a grant under thts sectlon may o
o " use the funds made avaxlab]e through the grant to carry out addtttonal aCtIVltles that were
authonzed under the SR R O

. Techno]ogy ‘Related: Asmstance for Ind1v1duals thh Dtsabthtles Act of 1988 or other actwttles :
tdenttﬁed by the Secretary or the State to Wthh the Secretary glves approval : o

(c) AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE- ‘ o . ; V
o (1Y GRANTS TO OUTLYII\G AREAS From the funds appropnated under séction 107(a) o o
.. and'reserved under clause (i) of subparagraph (A), (B), or. (C) of section 107(b)(1) for any
- fiscal year for grants under this section, the Secretary shall make a grant in an amount of not
g more than $105, 000 to each e11g1ble outlymg area. S :

- ”(2) GRANTS TO STATES From the funds descnbed in paragraph ( I) that are not used to
- make grants under paragraph'(1), the Secretary shall make grants to States from’ al]otments :
g ,‘rmade In accordance \nth the requtrements descnbed in paragraph 3). ‘ o

0 (3) ALLOTMENTS From the funds descnbed in paragraph (I) that are not used to make -
grants under paragraph (1 )-- : S ) _ o

(A) the Secretary shal al ot SSOO OOO to each State, and
(B) from the rematnder of the funds-- e

o ,(1) the Secretary shall allot to each State an, amount that bears the same ratlo to.
+. 80percent of the remainder as the populatlon of the State bears to the IR
: ;populatton of a]l States and B . ,

T (1) the Secretary shall allot to each State wrth a populanon densrty that:is' not
1+ ‘more than:10 percent greater than the population density of the United States .. =~ °

"+ (according to the most recently avatlable census data) an equal share from 20

'percent of the rematnder ‘ t . ‘

(d) STATE TECHI\OLOGY PLAN Any State that desrres to recetve a grant under thts sectton .
* shall submit to the Secreétary a plan, ‘at such'time, in such manner, and for such penod as the :
Secretary may Spectfy, that contams the followrng 1nformatton and assurances

(I) DESIGNATION OF PUBLIC AGENCY AND STATE ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY :
OFFICE- ' t : , :

j»(A) II\ GENERAL Informatxon 1dent1fymg, anda descnptlon of the pubhc agency o
~ " designated by the Governér to control and administer the funds made available =
- - through the grant awarded to the State under this section, and information 1dent1fytng
" . the-entity designated by the Governor to be the State Assistive Technology Office °
(which shall carry out State activities under this section), if such entity is différent '
than. the des1gnated pubhc agency In des1gnat1ng the ennty to be the State Assrsnve
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Techno ogy Ofﬁce ‘the Governor rnay desrgnate-- ‘
(1) a comnnssmn ‘council, or other ofﬁcral body appomted by the Govemor
(11) a publtc-pnvate partnershlp or. consortlum -

' ;..(111) a pubhc agency,-including the 1mmed1ate ofﬁce of the Govemor of the
~ “State, a State oversight office, a State agency, a public institution of higher
. educanon a umvers:ty -affiliated program or another public enttty,

(w) a councxl cstabllshed under Federal or State law or
_(v) another appropnate ofﬁce agency, enttty, or 1nd1v1dual : o

- (B) EXPERTISE EXPERIENCE, AND ABILITY OF STATE ASSISTIVE .
. TECHNOLOGY OFFICE- A description demonstratmg that the entity designated as
the State A551st1ve Technology Office has the experttse expenence and abtltty to-- :

) prov1de leadershtp in developlng State pohcy related to assistive technology,

. including policy relating to the procurement of accessible-electronic and
-information technology by State agencies and the 1ncorporatton of pnncrples of :
“universal desngn in-the State infrastructure; :

C (1) respond to assistive technology needs of individuals wrth dtsabllmes w1th
- the full range of dtsablhtres and of all ages; - - :

| ‘(111) promote avarlablltty throughout the State of assmttve technology devrces
-and assistive technology servxces S .

) ,{’(w) promote and 1mplement system 1mprovement and pollcy advocacy
- activities pertammg to a551stwe technology dev1ces and a551stwe technology
. services; : :

(v) Work proactwely and collaborattvely with State agencres and pnvate entities
involved in funding and dehvenng assistive technology devnces and assrstwe
. technology semces , : e

(vi) provide techmcal assistance for capacity building and advocacy activities

- and training relating to assistive technology devices and assistive technology:
‘ servrces and enhancement of access to fundmg for assxstlve technology, across.
State agencres : ‘

’ '(vn) promote and develop publxc pnvate partnershrps related to assrstwe
technology‘devrces and assistive. technology services;

S (viii) exercrse leadershtp in 1dent1fymg and respondmg to the technology needs -
" of individuals with disabilities and their farntly members guardtans advocates ,
‘and ‘authorized representatwes, and ,

(1x) promote consumer confidence, responsweness and advocacy related to
“assistive technology devices and assrstlve technology servrces

(2) INVOLVEMENT OF ENTITIES AND TARGETED INDI\/TDUALS l'N THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACTIVITIES-

(A) ENTITIES A descnptton of how various pubhc and pnvate entlttes were

involved in the development of the plan and will be involved in the planned
_implementation of the activities to be camed out under the grant mcludmg a
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- description of the nature and extent of each type of mvolvement

- (B) TARGETED INDIVIDUALS-'A description of how targeted individuals,
especially individuals with disabilities who use assistive technology, were involved in
.the development of the plan and will be involved in the planned implementation of
the activities, including a descnptton of the nature and extent.of each type of
1nvolvement :

(3) ADVISORY GROUP A descnptton of an adv1sory group of targeted 1ndw1duals a
majority of whom- are individuals with disabilities and parents of such individuals, who will |
‘assist the State Assistive Technology Office in identifying the unmet assistive technology -
needs of individuals with disabilities and assist the Office in deciding how the assrstlve
technology needs of such 1nd1v1duals will be addressed by the State

4 NEEDS ASSESSMENT A descnpnon and the results ofa. needs assessment from
- ’whrch the goals described in paragraph (7) were demfed }

: (5) STATE RESOURCES A descnptlon of State resources and other resources that are
available to commit to the rnamtenance of the comprehensxve statewrde program: of ‘
technology -related aSStstance :

(6) ELECTRONIC AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY An assurance that the State,
and any recipient of finds made available to the State under this section, not later than fiscal -
year 2001, will have procurement policies and procedures in effect that are consistent with

- the objectives, complamt procedures, and standards of section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act
, of1973 : .

e GOALS AND ACTIVITIES
©(A)IN GENERAL A descnptlon of-r

" (i) the godls the State has set, for addressmg the assrstlve technology needs of
mdrvrduals with drsabrlrttes in the State lncludmg any goals related to--

D hea th care;
. .(II) education; -
(III) employment 1nclud1ng goals mvolvrng the State vocanonal
rehabilitation program camed out under title I of the Rehab1 itation Act
"of1973 ,
. (IV) telecommumcanon and 1nformat10n technology, or

(V) commumty living, 1nclud1ng partlcmanon in recreahon' and

~ (1) the- activities the State wxll undertake to achieve such goals in accordance
~ with the requrrements of subsectron (b).. , :

(B) MEASURES OF GOAL ACHIEVEMENT A descnptton of how the State w1ll '
measure whether the goals set by the State have been achleved

(C) INVOLVEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES
AND THEIR FAMILIES- A descnptron of how 1nd1v1duals with d:sabrlmes of al
ages and their famili ies-- ,

(1) were mvolved n selectmg--—
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(I) the goals;

»(II) the aeuvmes to be. undertaken in achlevmg the goals and -

K

oy the measures to be used in Judgmg 1f the. goals have been achleved
and e . o

(u) will be 1nvolved in measurmg whether the goals have been achieved.

(8) ANNUAL ASSESSMENT- An assurance that the State will conduct an annual
assessment of the comprehensive statew:de program of technology—related a551stance in
order to determine-- . :

: (A) the extent to which the goals described in p‘aragraph (7) have'heen achieved,; and
(B) the areas of need that requ1re attention in the next year ' |

. (9)DATA COLLECTION~ A descnpuon of the data collectlon system used for cornplhng
_ information on the program, which shall be consrstent wnh any standardized data collection.
requlremems spec1ﬁed by the Secretary.

( 0) USE OF GRANT FUNDS- An assurance that funds recelved through the grant will be
expended in accordance with the prowsxons of this section and of the State technology plan

. (1 SUPPLEMENT OTHER FUNDS An assurance that funds recewed through the
grant-- A o

. (A) will be used to supplement and not supplant, funds available from other sources
for technology-related assistance, including the provision of assistive technology :
~ devices and ass1st1ve technology services; and : .

(B) wxll not be used to pay a financial obh gation for teehnology-related assistance
(including the provision of assistive technology devices or assistive technology
services) that would have been paid with amounts available from other sources xf
funds made available through the grant had not been available.

(12) COl\'TROL OF FUNDS AND PROPERTY- An assurance that-- -

(A) the desngnated pubhc agency shall control and admxmster funds made avallable
through the grant;. _

(B) the desi gnated public agency shall hold mle to.and admlmster property purchased
B "wnh such funds and ‘

- (C) an mdlvxdual wnh a dlsablhty may control and use such property
(13) REPORTS An assurance that the State w:ll-— '

‘ (A) prepare repon:s to the Secretary at such tlme in such manner and contalmng such
- information as the Secretary may require to carry out the functlons of the Secretary

- under this secuon or section 105; and A ( ,
(B) keep such records and-allow acceéss to such records as the Secretary may require

. to ensure the correctness and verification of mformatxon prov1ded to the Secretary
- Under this-paragraph. ' :

(14) COMMINGLING OF FUNDS- -
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,(A) IN GENERAL- An assurance that furids recetved through the grant will not be .
.commingled with State or other funds AF - ,
(B) CONSTRUCTION Subparagraph (A) shall not be construed to prevent, subject
to such requirements as the Secretary may éstablish concerning documentation -

. satisfactory to the Secrétary; pooling of funds received through the grant with-other.

" publicor private funds to achieve a goal spectﬁed in the grant apphcatton mvolved as
approved by the Secretary :

‘ (1 5) FISCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES An assurance that the -
State will adopt such fiscal'control and accountrng procedures as may be necessary‘to
. .ensure proper dtsbursement of and accountmg for funds received through the grant

”(1 6) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION An assurance that the Staté w111 make

available to individuals with disabilities and their family members, guardians, advocates,or
authorized representatives information- ‘concerning technology- related assistance in a form

that wr]l allow such persons to effecttvely use such mformatton

‘(1 7) AUTHORITY TO USE FUNDS .An-assurance that the State Assrstrve Technology '
_ Office will have the authortty to use funds made avatlable through a. grant awarded under
this sectton : : : :

(1 8) TRAINING ACTI\"ITIES An assurance that the State wﬂl develop and 1mplement
strategies for including personnel tratmng regardtng assistive techno]ogy within other
federally funded and State funded training 1n1t1attves to enhance the assrstwe techno]ogy
skills and competencres of personnel :

{1 9) LIMIT ON INDIRECT COSTS An’ assurance that the percentage of the funds made
available under the grant that is used for indirect costs shaII not exceed 10 percent.

| (20) COORDINATION WITH STATE COUNCILS An assurance that the State A551st1ve
Technoloay Office will coordinate the activities funded through. the grant made under this
section wrth the activities camed out by other counc1ls w1th1n the State mcludlng--‘

- (A)any counc1I or commrssron spec1ﬁed in the State plan provrsron provided by the
State in accordance wrth sectton 101¢a)21) of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,

| (B) the Statew1de Independent lemg Councr] estabhshed under sect1on 705 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973

(C) the advisory pane] estabhshed under section 612(a)(21) of the Indtvrduals w1th
. Dtsabthttes Education Act (20U.8.C. 1412(a)(21))

- (D) the State Interagency Coordtnattng Counc1l estabhshed under sectton 641 of the
-Ind1v1duals with Dtsabrhttes Education Act (20 U S.C. 1441);

- (E) the State Developmental Disabilities Council established under sect.ton 124*‘of the
Developmental Disabilities Assmtance and Bill of Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6024),

(F) the State mental health planmng council estabhshed under sectton 1914 of the
o Pubhc HeaIth Servrce Act (42 U.S.C. 300x-4); and

(G) any counctl estabhshed under sectton 204, 206(g)(2)(A) or 712(a)(3)(H) of the
OIder Americans Act of 1965 (42 U. S C. 3015 3017(g)(2)(A), or 3058g(a)(3)(H))

(21) OTHER INFORMATION AND ASSURANCES Such other information and
assurances as the Secretary may. reasonably require. ‘

2of47 L . . osps3zPM


http://thoinas.loc.gov/cgi~binlquery/C?c

25 of 47

http://thomas.1oc. gov/cgbbm!query/(:?cl Ub:.rtemp/-—c VDWW LIYD

’(e) PROGRESS REPORTS Each State that receives a grant under thls section shall annually

prepare and submit to the Secretary a report that documents progress in meeting the goals r

“described in subsection (d)(7) and rnalntammg a comprehensrve statewide program of

technology—related assrstance 1nclud1ng~- '
’ B ( ) the results of the annual assessment descnbed n subsectlon (d)(8)

(2) to the extent not addressed through the measurement and assessment conducted under -

- paragraph (7) or (8) of subsection (d), a description of the capacity burldlng and advocacy -

~ activities carried out by the State, including a description of any written policiesand = .
procedures that the State has developed and implemented regarding access to, provision of

- -and funding for, assistive-technology devices and assistive technology services, particularly -

policies and procedures regarding access to, provision of, and funding for, such devicés and

- services under education (mcludmg spec1a1 educatron) vocatronal rehabthtatron and

- medical assrstance programs;~ . oo L T oo T

- (3)ifnot addressed under paragraph (1) or (2) a descnptlon of the degree of involvement of
" various State agencies and private entities, especially agencies and entities involved in
providing health insurance and education, in the development, 1rnp1ementat10n, and .
~ evaluation of the program, including a description of any interagency agreements that the

State has developed and 1mplemented regarding access to, provision of, and funding for,
assistive technology dévices and assistive technology services, such as agreements that .
identify available'resources for assistive technology devices and assistive technology
services and the respon51b1hty of each such agency or enttty for paymg for sueh devrces and

~services; and - . . . _

'(4) any other mformanon the Secretary may reasonably requrre

SEC 103 SUPPLEME\ITARY MILLENNIUM GRA’\ITS TO STATES FOR
STATE AND LOCAL CAPACITY BUILDING S

-.(a) GRANTS TO STATES-

(HIN GENERAL The Secretary shall award supplementary grants on a competmve
basrs»— R t *

(A) to States, to carry out'1 or more 6f the targeted activities descnbed 1 subsectton
() to expand the capacity of the States to address the unmet assistive technology
needs of 1nd1v1duals with dtsabthnes or :

(B)to ‘States; to provrde funds to local éntities on a competmve basis, through -
subgrants or any ‘other mechanism, to enable each such local entity to carry.out 1 of
the targeted activities described in subsection (c) to expand the capacity of the local
- entities to address the unmet needs of individuals with disabilities for assistive
" “technology and assistive technology- servrces especral]y the unmet needs of
underrepresented populatrons , o : ,

(2) PERIOD The Secretary shall award the grants for penods of not. more than 5 years .

(3) ELIGIBLE STATES To be eli grble to receive a grant under this sectton a State sha]l
- have: recerved a grant under sect;on 102. : ‘ ,

} "(b) STATEWTDE CAPACITY BUTLDING ACTIV ITIES The State may use funds rnade ,
_ ‘available through a grant descnbed in subsection (a)(l)(A) 10 carry out l or more of the followmg
-activities: A .

(1) Obtainin‘g, undér'State law or through other equivalent means, the c'omplia’nce of all
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te momtor and e'tforee compllance with such section 508.

: (2) Developmg and 1mplement1ng, documennng, and reviewing a plan for enhancmg the

participation of ajl individuals with disabilities in the State, in education, employment,
transportation, and communication, and enhancing general access of the md1v1duals in

ways that complement and exceed the requirements for public and private entities under the -

Amencans with Dtsabthnes Act of 1990 (42U.8.C. 12101 et seq. ) through--

(A) 1neorporatmg concepts of uriiversal desi gnin physxcal structures products and
_ semccs, or : :

(B) provxdmg ﬁscal-related incentives to public and pnvate telecommunication
ventures o .

(3) Deve]opmg and 1mplementmg actlvrtrcs for incorporating the principles of iniversal
design in the construction and renovation of facilities, information technology and

telecommumcattons and other products and services such as transportanon

o (4) Planning and adoptmg State personnel standards or professmnal certification procedurcs
- that apply to mdmduals who, or cntltres that, provide assistive techno]ogy services.

(5) Conductmg evaluattons of assistive technology devices and” asswttve technology
services, including computer software, for the purpose of evaluating and documenting the

k effectrveness benefits, :and compatlblhty of the devices or scrvnces with other technologtes

for 1nd1v1duals with dlsabllltzes

(6) Engaging in another activity, pursuant to a priority‘ m‘echanism'announced by the .

“Secretary, that will have a statewide impact and address the unmet assistive technology

needs of 1nd1v1duals w1th disabilities. 7

(c) LOCAL: CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES- The State may use ftmds made ava1lab
- through a grant described in subsection (a)(1)(B) to provide funds to local entities that submit
acceptable plans, to enable each such local entity to carry out 1 of the following activities: .

(1) Developing and irﬁolemertting micro-loah and a]te'rnati-ve ﬁnar‘xcing erograrns: '

- (2) Planning and carrymg out eqmpment demonstrattons n commumty settmgs frequented
~ by the pubhc c : : :

(3) Developing and 1mplementmg an equrpment loan program mvolvmg ]ong-tenn and
short-term loans. -+ , :

»(4) Deve opmg and 1mplementmg an equlpment recychng program -

() Developmg and 1mp]ementmg outreach activities and training, especxally empowerment
- training, for individuals with disabilities, teachers and parents of individuals with -
 disabilities, and underserved populatlons , . o

" (6) Cartymg ouit other initiatives, mcludmg model innovative rmtlatwes that meet an Unmet

local need related to assistive technology

(d) AMOUNTS OF SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS-

(1) PAYMENTS TO STATES The Secretary shall make payments to States and to
out]ymg areas that successfully compete for supp]cmentary grants awarded under this

el

, " pubiic agencies i ihe State with section- 508 of the. Rehablhtatlon Act of 1973, Wthh shall o
- include establishing a mechanism for informing individuals with disabilities of their rights
- with regard to such section 508, addressing their complaints, and establishing a lead agency

¥
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sectlon m accordance wrth the reqtnrements of thts section.

‘(2) OBLIGATION AND EXPENDITURE A State that receives a grant under thls section
may obligate and expend the funds made avatlable through the grant dunng the penod of
the grant.’ - : . L ‘ :

(3) MATCHING REQUIREMENT- A State that receives a grant under thts sectton in an
amount that exceeds $250,000 shall make available non-Federal contributions in an amount
not less than. $1 for every $2 of the amount that exceeds $250 000.

(e) APPLICATIONS Any State that’ desrres to réceive a grant under this section shall submit to
the Secretary an application, at such time, and in such manner, as the Secretary may requtre, that ‘
: contams the followmg mformatton and assurances: :

() PARTNERS-

“(A). STATE ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY OFFICE- An assurance that the State -
Assistive Technology Office designated under section 102(d)(1 )(A) participated in
the development of the application and will participate in the implementation of the
activities to be carried out under the grant, even if the State A351st1ve Technology
Office is not the grant applicant under this sectton :

| (B) PARTNERS A descnptlon of the partners of the State 1nvolved in carrying out "
: _statewtde acttvmes under the grant, tncludmg-—

“(1)the 1dent1ty of each partner
. (11) the role of each partner m the development of the apphcatton
(m) the capacny of each partner to contnbute to the grant acttvmes and t
(1v) the contrtbutton of each partner to the grant act1v1t1es
(2) TARGETED INDIVIDUALS A descnptton of how targeted mdmduals espeetally
_individuals with disabilities who use-assistive technology, were involved in the ' .
‘development of the application and will be tnvolved in the 1mplementatton of the act1v1t1es
- tobe camed out under the grant. . : .

o ~(3) DATA Data that affected the selectton of the acttvxttes to be camed out under the grant

. (4) RESOURCES A descnptlon of State resources and other resources that have been
comnntted to carry out'the activities.

,(5) GOALS AND ACTIVITIES- o
. (A) IN GENERAL A descnptton of--.
(1) the goals the State has set: for the supplementary grant; and

(i) the acttvmes ‘the State will undertake to achieve such goals in accordance -
with the requtrements of subsectlons (b) and (c) . .

(B) MEASURES OF GOAL ACHIEVEMENT- A descnptton of how the State w1ll .
measure whether the goals set by the State have been achteved

(C) INV OLVEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES

AND THEIR FAMILIES- A descnpnon of how individuals with disabilities of all
- ages and thetr famthes—— « : :
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| (i)'were inyo‘lv'ed in aelecting--‘-
, (I) the goats
:,(II) the activities to be undertaken in achtevmg the goals and

) (III) the measures to be used i in )udgmg if the goals have been achteved
" and : :

] wﬂl be 1nvolved n measunng whether the goals have been achteved

(6) ANNUAL ASSESSMENT— An assurance that the State wrll conduct an annual
assessment of the actrvmes carried out under the grant, in order to determme-~ ;

(A) the extent to which the goals descrtbed n paragraph (5) have been achreved and
(B) the areas of need that requtre attentlon in the next year ‘

(7) USE OF FUNDS An assurance that funds received through the grant will be expended

in accordance with the' prowsrons of thrs section and of the application.

(8) SUPPLEMENT OTHER FUNDS- An assurance that funds received through the grant
will be used-to supplement, and not supplant, funds available from other sources for any
actmty carrted out under the grant

9) REPORTS An assurance that the State w111 or wrll ensure that a recrptent of asststanee
through the grant w111~- .

(A) prepare reports to the Seeretary at such time, in such manner, and containing such
information as-the Secretary may tequire to carry out the functions of the Secretary
under this sectton or section 105 and : .

(B) keep such records and aHow access to such records as the Secretary may require
to ensure the.correctness and venﬁcatton of tnformatton provrded to the Secretary )
under this paragraph

( 1 O) COMMTNGLING OF FUNDS-

(A) IN GENERAL An assurance that funds reeetved through the grant thl not be
comming led w1th State or other funds. .AF

(B) CONSTRUCTION Subparagraph (A) shall not be construed to prevent subject
“to such requirements as the Secretary may establish concerning documentation ‘
satisfactory to the Secretary, pooling of funds received through the grant with other
public or private funds.to achieve a goal specrﬁed in the grant application mvolved ‘as
approved by the Secretary : ~ , .

‘(1 1) FISCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES An assurance that the

State will adopt, and will ensure that a recipient of assistance through the grant wil] adopt,

‘such fiscal control and accounttng procedures as may be necessary to ensure proper

disbursément of and accounting for funds recewed through the grant.

(12) AUTHORITY TO USE FUNDS:- An-assurance that, the partners described in

E paragraph (1)(B) will have the authonty to use funds made available through a grant

awarded under this sectron

(1 3) LIMIT ON INDIRECT COSTS An assurance that the percentage of the funds made
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* .under the grant that is used for indirect costs shall not exce'ed”'l() percent.

(14) OTHER INFORMATION AND ASSURANCES- Such other 1nformat10n and
 assurances as the Secretary may reasonably require. 4 ‘

® SUBMISSION-: -

. (1) JOINT SUBMISSION- When a State subrmts the State technology plan for the State
© ‘under section 102(d), ‘the State may jointly submit an apphcatron described in subsection (e) -
for funding act1v1t1es under this section. :

. .(2) SEPARATE INFORMATION- In making such ajoint subm1551on the State shall
distinguish between activities to be carried out under a grant awarded under section 102 and

. activities to be carried out under a'grant awarded under this section, and include a budget
that separately reﬂects proposed expendltures for the 2 types of grant activities for each
fiscal year mvolved

(g) PROGRESS REPORTS- Each State: that receives a grant under this section, and any: other
entity that receives assistance through a grant awarded under this section, shall annually prepare
and submit to the Secretary a report that documents the progress of the State or entity in meeting
the goals descnbed n subsectlon (e)(S), and any other mformatlon the Secretary may reasonably
require.

SEC. 104. STATE GRANTS FOR PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY RELATED
TO ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY o '

(a) GRANTS TO STATES-

(HIN GENERAL- On the appropnatron of funds under section 107, the Secretary shall
make a grant to an entity in each State to support protection and advocacy services through
the systems established to provide protection and advocacy services under the A
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6000 et seq.) for
the purposes of assrstmg in the acquisition, utilization, or maintenance of assistive
technology or assistive techno]ogy services for 1nd1v1duals with disabilities.

- (2) CERTAIN STATES Norwrthstandmg paragraph (1), for a State that on the day before
the date of enactment of this Act; was described in section 102(f)(1) of the =
Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988, the Secretary
shall make the grant to the lead agency designated under section 101(d) or the State .

_ Assistive Technology Office designated under section 102(d)(1)(A) in that State, whichever
.+ is appropriate. The lead agency or office shall determine how the funds made avarlable
under this section shall be divided among the entities that were providing protectton and
advocacy services in that State on'that day, and distribute the funds to the entities. In
distributing the funds, the lead agency or office shall not establish any further eligibility or
B frprocedura] requirements for an entity in that State that supports protection and advocacy
~ services through the systems established to provide protection and advocacy services under

- ‘the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6000 et seq.).
Such an entity shall comply with the same requirements (including reporting and
enforcement requrrements) as any other entity that recelves fundmg under paragraph (1).

(3) PERIODS The Secretary shall provrde assrstance through such a grant to a State for 5
years

(b) AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE—
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(1) GRANTS TO OUTLYING AREAS- From the funds appropriated under section 107(a)

and reserved under clause (i1) of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of section 107(b)(1) for any
fiscal year, the Secretary shall make a grant in an amount-of not more than $30 000 to each
eligible system within an outlying area. - > -

" (2) GRANTS TO STATES For any ﬁscal year, aﬁer reserving ﬁmds to make grants under
- paragraph (1), the Secretary shall make allotments from the remainder of the funds

described in paragraph (1) in accordance with paragraph (3) to ehglble systems within
States to support protection and advocacy services as described in subsection (a). The -

- Secretary shall make grants to the ehgrble systems from the allctments ‘

" (3) SYSTEMS WITHIN STATES-

', (A) POPULATION BASIS Except as provrded in subparagraph (B) from such

* remainder for each fiscal year, the Secretary shall make an allotment to the eligible
system within a State of an amount bearing the same ratio to such remamder as the
populatron of the State bears to the populatlon of all States

-(B) MINIMUMS Subject to the avarlabrhty of appropnatlons to carry out this

section, the allotment to any system under subparagraph (A) shall be not less than

$50, OOO and the allotment to any system under this paragraph for any. ﬁscal year that -
1s less than $50, 000 shall be mcreased to $50,000. , :

(4) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION- For any fiscal year, begmmng in fiscal year 2000
in which the total amount appropriated and reserved as described in paragraph (1) exceeds
the total amount so appropriated and reserved for thé preceding fiscal year, the Secretary
shall increase each 6f the minimum allotments under paragraph (3)(B) by a percentage that

. shall not exceed the percentage increase in the total amount so appropriated and reserved
between the preceding ﬁscal year and the ﬁscal year mvolvecl :

5 PROPORTIONAL REDUCTION— To provrde minimum allotments to systems w1thm o
States (as increased under paragraph (4)) under paragraph (3)(B), the Secretary shall
proportionately reduce the allotments of the remaining systems within States under .

E paragraph (3), with such adjustments as may be necessary to prevent the allotment of any

such remaining system within a State from being reduced to less than the minimum
allotment for a system wrthm a State (as 1ncreased under paragraph (4)) under paragraph

-3)(B).

(6) REALLOTMENT Whenever the Secretary determines that any arnount of an allotment
under paragraph'(3) to a system within a State for any fiscal year will not be expended by
such system in carrying out the provisions of this section, the Secretary shall make such
amount available for carrying out the provisions of this section to 1 or more of the systems
that the Secretary determines will be able to use additional amounts during such year for
carrying out such provisions. Any amount made available to a system for any fiscal year

pursuant to the preceding sentence shall, for the purposes of this section, be regarded as.an

increase in the allotmént of the system (as determmed under the precedmg provrslons of thrs '
ectlon) for such year. r - ‘ -

(©) REPORT TO SECRETARY- An entity that receives a grant under thts sectron shall annuall y
prepare and submit to the Secretary a report that contains’ such information as the Secretary may -
requlre mcludmg documentanon of the progress. of the entrty n-- ¥ ,' - ‘

(l) conductmg consumer-responsive ‘activities, mcludmg actrvmes that wrll lead to

- increased access, for individuals'with drsablhtres to funding for assrstwe technology

devices and assrstlve technology serv1ces

() engagmg in mformal advocacy to assrst n secunng assistive technology and ass1st1ve

- technology services: for individuals with dlsabllltles

Lot
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3) engaamg in formal representatron for 1nd1v1duals wrth drsabrlmes to secure systerns )
. change, and in advocacy activities to secure assistive technology and assistive technology ‘
- services for mdrvrduals thh dtsabllmes .

(4) developing and 1mplement1ng strategtes to- enhance the long-term ablhnes of mdlvrdualsv ’
with disabilities and their family members, guardlans advocates, and authorized

.. Tepresentatives to advocate the provision of assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services to whrch the. mdrvrduals with dtsabthttes are entrtled under law other
than this Act; and : . -

. (5) coordinating activities with protectron and advocacy services funded through sources -
-~ other than this title, and coordinating activities with the capacity building and advocacy
“activities carried out by the lead agency or State Assrstrve Technology Offlce as

appropriate. ' . .

; (d) REPORTS AND UPDATES TO STATE AGENCIES- An entlty that receives a grant under
- this'section shall prepare and submit to the State Assistive Technology Office the report described
- in subsection (c) and quarterly updates concermng the actrvxtres descnbed in subsection (c).’

(e) COORDTNATION- On rnakmg a grant under. this section to an entlty ina State the Secretary
shall solicit and consider the opinions.of the lead agency of the State desrgnated under section
101(d), or the State Assistive Technology Office, whichever is appropriate, with respect to efforts

- at coordination, collaboratlon, and promoting outcomes between the lead agency or the State

* Assistive Technology Ofﬁce as appropnate and the entlty that recerves the grant under thls

. .section.

SEC 105. AD\HNISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(a) REVIEW OF PARTICIPATING ENTITIES- | o |
o (l) IN GENERAL The Secretary shall assess the extent to whreh entities: that receive grants
.. pursuant to this title are complying with the apphcable requirements of this titleand ~~
achieving the goals that are consistent w1th the requrrements of the grant programs under o
’ whrch the entities apphed for the grants :
.,(2) ONSITE VISI'I S OF STATES RECEIVING CERTAIN GRANTS- .
o (A) IN GENERAL The Secretary shall conduct an onsrte vrsxt-- 1 ;' o

(r) for each State that recewes a grant under sectton lOl and that would have
been in the third or fourth year ¢ ofa o :

second extension grant under the Technology Related Assrstance for Lndrvrduals Wrth Dlsabrhtles Act _‘

' of 1988 if that Act had been reauthonzed for that ﬁscal year, pnor to the end of that year; and

. 31 0f47

(11) for each State that receives a grant under section 102 pnor to the end of the
fourth year of that grant V -

(B) U\TNECESSARY VISITS- The Secretary shall not be requrred to conduct a vrslt ,
of a State described in clause (i) or (1) of subparagraph (A) if the Secretary
determines.that the'visit is not necessary to assess whether the State is making
significant progress toward development and implementation of a comprehensxve
statewrde program of technology-related assxstance o _

" (3) ADVANCE PUBLIC NOTICE- The Secretary shall provrde advance publlc notrce of an ,‘
- onsite visit conducted under paragraph (2) and solrcrt pubhc comment through such notice
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 from iargeied muwrdua]s regarding State goals and related activities to achleve such goais
funded through a grant made under section 101 or 102, as appropnate

(a\ M I\“VUM REQUIREMENTS-'At a minimum, the visit shall allow the Secretary to

determine the extent to which the State is making progress in meeting State goals and
maintaining a comprehenswe statewide program of technology-related assrstance consistent
with the purposes descnbed n sectlon Z(b)(l) : :

(5) PROVISION OF INFORMATION— To assist the Secretary in carrymg out the
responsibilities of the Secretary under th15 sectlon the Secretary may requtre States to
provide relevant mformatton

~ (b) CORRECTIVE ACTION AND SANCTIONS-

(1) CORRECTIVE ACTION If the Sécretary detemnnes that an. enttty fails to substantlally

- comply with the requirements of this title with respect to a grant program, the Secretary . -
shall assist the entity through a technical assistance center funded under section 106 or other
means, within 90 days after such determination, to develop a corrective action plan.

(2) SANCTIONS- An entity that fails to develop and comply with a corrective action plan .
as described in paragraph (1) during a fiscal year shall be subject to 1 of the following
.corrective actlons selected by the Secretary
(A) Partial or eomplete fund termmatton under the grant program
B) Ineh gibility, to parnczpate in the grant program m the followmg year.
(©) Reductxon 1n funding for the followmg year under the grant prograrn

(D) Requtred redesignation of the lead agency de51gnated under section lOl(d) oran -
entity responsible for admtmstenng the’ grant program. ¥

(3) APPEALS PROCEDURES The Secretary shall estabhsh appeals. procedures for entities
that are found to be in noncomphance with the requtrements of thls title.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT—
(1) IN GENERAL Not later than December 31 of each year, the Secretary shal] ‘prepare,
and submit to the President and to Congress, a report on the activities funded under this Act,

_ to improve the access of individuals with dtsabtltnes to assmnve technology devrces and
. assistive technology services. o

' '(2) CONTENTS Such report sha]l include mformatlon on--,
(A) the demonstrated successes of the funded activities in 1mprovmg mterageney
coordination relating to assistive technology, streamlining access to funding for
.assistive technology, and producmg benefi c1a1 outcomes for users of assistive
techno]ogy, :
(B) the demonstranon activities carried. out through the funded acttvmes to--,“

(1) promote access to such funding in public programs that were m ex1stence on-'
the date of the. nnttatlon of the demonstratton activities; and

(n) estabhsh addmonal options for obtammg such fundmg,
(&) the education and training activities camed out through the fund ed activities to

educate and train targeted 1nd1v1duals about assistive technology, mcludmg mcreasmg
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* awareness of fundmg through pubhc programs for assrsttve technology,

o V(D) the research actlvmes carried out through the funded activities to improve
* understanding of the costs and benefits of access to assistive technology for
- 1nd1v1duals wrth drsabthttes who represent a-variety of ages and types of drsablhtles
(E) the program outreach actrvmes to rural and mner-crty areas that are. camed out
through the funded actrvmes '

(F).the acttvmes camed out through the funded activities that are targeted to reach
underrepresented populatrons and rural populations; and : s

‘i (G) the consumer mvolvement actmtres camed out. through the funded actlvmes

(3) AVAILABILITY. OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY DEVICES AND ASSISTIVE'
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES- As soon as practicable, the Secretary shall include in the

~ annual report required by this subsection information on the avatlabtltty of assistive

technology devices and assistive technology services. If the Secretary determines that a
national classification system for-assistive technology devices and assistive technology

- services has been developed the Secretary shall present such mfonnanon in thereportina ,
" manner consrstent w1th such nat1onal classrﬁcatton system :

(d) EFFECT ON OTHER ASSISTANCE This title may not be construed as authorizing a Fed eral
or a State agency to reduce medical or other assrstance available, or to alter eli grbrltty for a beneﬁt
or servlce under any other, Federal law s

SEC. 106. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) N GENERAL Through grants contracts, or eooperatlve agreements awarded ona
- competitive basis, the Secretary is authorized to fund a technical assistance program to provtde
technical assrstance to’ entlnes principally entmes funded under any of sections' 101 through 104

. (b) TNPUT~ In de51 gning the program to be funded under this section, and in decrdtng the
.differences ini function between national and regionally based technical assistance efforts carried
~out through the program, the Secretary shall consider the input of the directors of comprehensive
- statewide pfograms-of technology-related assistance and other 1nd1v1duals the Secretary
- .deternnnes tobe appropnate espemally-- S : .

( l) individuals w1th drsabtlmes who use assxsttve technology and understand the bamers to :

| ~ the acquisition of such technology and assistive technology services;

(2) family members guardlans advocates and authortzed representattves of such
1nd1v1duals and » . : L

\~(3) 1nd1v1duals employed by protectton and advocacy systems funded under sectton 104.

(c) SCOPE OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE- ‘

(1 ) NATIONAI, PUBLIC INTERNET SITE-

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERNET SITE- The Secretary shall fund the
_establishment and maintenance of a National Public Internet Site for the purposes of
* providing to individuals with disabilities and the general public technical assistance

and information on increased access to assistive technology devices, assrsttve

technology servrces and other dtsablhty-related resources

(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITY To be elrgtble to recetve a grant or enter 1nto a contract or
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cooperative agreement under subsection (a) to establish and maintain the Internet site,
an entity shall be an institution of higher education that emphasizes researchand
en mneenn g, has a mulndlscrplmary research center and has demonstrated expertise

{i) worlung wuh assistive technology and 1ntelhgent agent 1nteract1ve

: ,1nformatron drssemmatron systems;
. . (n) managmg hbranes of asmsnve technology and drsabrhty-related resources

' v(m) dehvenng education, mformatxon and referral services to individuals w1th |

disabilities; including technology-based eumculum development services for
adults wrth low-level readlng skills;

'(rv) developmg cooperatrve partnershrps w1th the private seetor pameularly

with- pnvate sector computer software hardware, and Intemet services entltles
and . C . ,

3(v) developmg and desrgmng advanced Internet sites.

(C) FEATURES OE INTERNET SITE- The Natlonal Pubhc Intemet S1te described
in subparagraph (A) shall contain the followmg features: . .

@) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION AT ANY TIME- The site shall be

designed so that any member of the public may obtaln 1nfonnat1on posted on
the site at-any time.

(11) INNOVATIVE AUTOMATED INTELLIGENT AGENT- The site shall be
constructed with an innovative automated intelligent agent that is a diagnostic
tool for assisting users in problem definition and the selection of appropriate
assrstlve technology devices and assistive technol ogy services resources.

-(m) RESOURCES'

,(I) LIBRARY ON ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY The site shall include
access to a comprehensive working library on assistive-technology for all
environments, including home workplace transportatlon and other

, envlronments , ,

n RESOURCES FOR A NUMBER OF DISABILITIES The site shall _
include resources relating to the largest possible number of drsablhnes
. mcludmg resources relating to low-level reading skills.

' (1v) LINKS TO PRIVATE SECTOR RESOURCES AND INFORMATION-
To-the extent feasible, the site shall be linked to relevant private sector’

resources and-: 1nfonnatlon under agreements developed between the institution
of higher education and cooperatmg pnvate sector entmes

(D) MINTMUM LIBRARY COMPONENTS At a minimuin, the Internet site shall
maintain updated i mformatzon on-- ,

@) how to plan develop, 1mplemenl and evaluate activities to further extend
comprehensive statewide programs of technology-related assistance, 1nclud1n g

“the development and repllcanon of effectlve approaches to--

(D provrdmg mformatxon and referral services;

(Il) p.r_on’rotlng 1nterageney coordlnatron'of trammg and service deliver){
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';arn:ong public and private entities; = - e

(III) conductlng outreach to underrepresented populattons and rural
populatlons :

(IV) mounttng successful pubhc awareness aettvrtres
S(V) 1mprovmg capac1ty bulldlng in serV1ce deltvery,
N QTT(VI) tralmng personnel from a vanety of dlsc1plmes and
(VII) 1mprovmg evaluation strateg1es research and data eollectlon

(u) effecttve approaehes to the development of consumer-¢ ontrolled systems
that increase access to, funding for, and awareness of, assistive teehnology
devrces and assistive technology services;

' l(m) successful approaches to increasing the avallablltty of public and private-
. funding for and access to the provision of assistive technology devices and
, assrstrve technology services by appropriate State agencies; and -

‘(w) demonstratlon srtes where 1nd1v1duals may try out assrstlve teehnology '

) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EFFORTS In carrying out the techrucal assistance

program, taking into account the 1nput requrred under subsectlon (b), the Secretary shall

ensure that entities-- ‘ L
(A) address State spemﬁc mformatton requests concerning assistive technology from ‘
othér entities funded under thts title and public entities not funded under this title, -
mcludmg-- :

(1) requests for state-of-the-art, or rnodel F ederal State; and local laws,

* regulations, pohc1es practices, procedures, and organtzattonal structures, that-
- facilitate, and overcome barriers to, funding for, and access to, assrstwe *

technol ogy devices and assrsttve technology serv1ces

(1) requests for examples of pollcres, practtces, procedures regulanons

enhance access to funding for assrstlve technoiogy devrces and assrsttve
technology services for individuals with disabilities;

(113) requests for mformatton on effective approaches to Federal State

" coordination of programs for individuals with disabilities, related to 1mprov1ng '
- funding for or access to assistive technology devices and assistive technology '
: semces for 1ndtv1duals with disabilities of all ages; .

(iv) requests for information on. effectlve approaches to the development of
consumer-controlled systems that increase access to, fundmg for, and

awareness of, assistive technology devices and assistive technology services,

including information on the identification and description of mechanisms and
means that successfully support self help and ‘peer mentoring groups for
mdtvrduals with dtsabthtres o

(V) other requests fortechnical assistance from other entities funded under thts
. title.and public entities not funded under this tlt]e and ‘

(vr) other assrgnments spec1ﬁed by the Secretary, mcludmg a551st1ng entmes
desenbed n sectmn 105(b) to develop corrective actlon p]ans and o
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(B) assist targeted 1nd1v1duals by dtssemtnaung mformatron about:-
B ) Federal State, and local laws regulattons pohcles practrces procedures
~and organrzattonal structures, that facilitate, and overcome barriers to, funding
~ for, and.access to, assistive technology devices and assistive technology

services, to promote fuller independence, productivity, and mcluswn in socrety
© - for 1nd1v1duals with dlsabrlrtres of all ages and , o

' (11) techmcal a351stance acttvmes undertaken under subparagraph (A)
S (d) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES To be’ eltgtble to compete for grants, contracts and cooperatwe
- agreements under this section, entities shall have documented experience with and expertise in
assistive technology service deltvery or systems, mteragency eoordrnatron and capacity building
k and advocacy acttvrttes ! ,
(e) APPLICATION To be ehglble to receive a: grant contract, or. cooperattve agreernent under

this section, an entity shall submit an apphcatton to the Secretary at such. ttme in such manner,
-and containing such 1nf0rmatron as the Secretary may requtre s

SEC. 107. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS -

(a) IN GENERAL There are authorized to be appropnatcd to carry out thls tttle $36, OOO 000 for '
- fiscal year 1999 and such sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 2000 through 2004.

(b) RESERVATIONS OF FUNDS- |
( 1) IN GE\TERAL Except as provrded in paragraphs (2) through (4)--

(A) if the amount appropnated under subsectlon (a) for a fiscal year 1s ]ess than
$33 OOO 000--

(i) 87.5 percent of the amount shall be reserved to fund grants under sectrons
lOl and 102; t

(11) 7.9 percent shall be reserved to fund grants under sectton 104; and .
(i) 4.6 percent shall be reserved for activities' funded under sectton 106;°

(B) 1f the amount approprrated under subsection (a) for a ftscal ycar is not less than -
S33 OOO 000 and is less than $36,000,000-- -

@) 85 percent of the amount shall be reserved to fund grants under secttons lOl
and 102; s

(n) 11 percent shall be reserved to fund grants under section 104 and
(i) 4 percent shall be reserved for activities funded under sectron 106 and

(©)if the amount appropnated under subsectron (a) for a ﬁscal year is not less than :
$36,000,000--

() 80 percent of the amount shall be reserved to fund grants under secttons lOl
102, and (to the extent provrded in paragraph (2)) 103;-

(i1) 15 percent shall be reserved to fund grants under sectlon 104;and
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(m) 5 percent shall he reserved for actmtles funded under sectron 106

- (@) CONDITION APPLICABLE TO SUPPLEMENTARY GRANT S- Begmnmg in fiscal
- year2000, if the amount appropriated under subsection (a) for a fiscal year is not less than
- $40,000, 000 the Secretary may reserve not more than 5 percent of the amount to fund

- grants under section’ 103 o ,

" (3) RESERVATION FOR CONTINUATION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE -
- INITIATIVES- For fiscal ‘year 1999, the Secretary may use funds reserved under clause (i)
“of subparagraph (A), (B),'or (C) of paragraph (1) to continue funding technical assistance .
initiatives that were funded in fiscal year 1998 under the Technology-Related Assrstance for
, Indrvrduals thh Drsab1l1t1es Act of 1988 ) _ :

(4) RESERVATION FOR ONSITE VISITS The Secretary may reserve, from the amount
approprxated under subsectlon (a) for any fiscal year, such sums as the Secretary considers
- to be necessary for the purposes of conductmg onsrte visits as required by sectron lOS(a)(2)
| TITLE II-—NATIONAL ACTIVITIES “ '

Subtrtle A—-Rehabtlrtatmn Act of 1973

SEC. 201 COORDINATION OF FEDERAL RESEARCH EFF ORTS

Section 203 of the Rehabllrtatton Act of 1973 (as amended by section 405 of the Workforce
- Investment Act of 1988) 1s amended-- : e ‘

(1) in subsestion (a)(1), by inserting after Programs insert ‘including programs relating to
assistive technology research and research that mcorporates the prmcrples of umversal
desr gn, ; , ‘
(2) in subsection (b)-- | R

(A) by inserting (l) before " After receiving, .1

(B) by stnkmg from mdrvrduals with drsabllrtles and the mdmduals representanves
., and inserting from targeted individuals'; .

©) by inserting after ‘research'’ the foll owing: (mcludmg assrstlve technology
- research and research that incorporates the prmcxp es of L universal desngn) and

(D) by adding at the end the followmg

(2) In carrymg out its dutres with. respect to the conduct of Federal research (mcludmg assistive
- technology research and research that incorporates-the principles ‘of universal desr gn) related to
rehablhtatron of mdmduals wrth drsabrhtres the Committee shall--' :

(A) share tnformatron regarding the range of assistive technology research and research
_that.incorporates the principles of universal design, that is being carried. out by members of
the Committee and other F ederal departments and orgamzatrons L

(B) 1dent1fy and make efforts to address, gaps in assistive technology research and research
that mcorporates the prmcrples of universal de51gn that are not bemg adequately addressed

(C) 1dent1fy and estabhsh clear research pnontles related to assistive technology research

and research that i ncorporates the pnncrples of umversal desi gn for the Federal
Govemment , , c .
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"(D) promote interagency collaboration and joint research activities relating to assistive

g techno]ogy research and research that incorporates the principles of universal design at the
Feaural level, and reduce unnecessary duplication of effort regardtng these types of research’
within the Federal Government; and 1

(k) optimize the productmty of Comnnttee members through resource shanng and other
- cost-saving activities, related to assistive technology research and research that mcorporates
the principles of umversal design.’; L

(3) by stnkm g subsecnon (c) and msemng the followrng

(c) Not later than December 31 of each year, the Commmee shall prepare and submlt to the
President and to the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatwes
and the Committee on Labor and Human Resources of thc Senate, a report that--

(1) describes the progress of the Comrmttee in fulﬁlhng the duties descnbed m subsectton

O I

(2) makes such recommendatlons as the Commmee determmes to be appropnate w1th
respect to coordination of policy and development of objectives and priorities for all Federal
‘programs relatmg to the conduct of research (including assistive technology research and. .

- 'research that incorporates the pnncrples of umversa] desrgn) related to rehabrhtatxon of
‘individuals with dlsabllltles, and :

(3) describes the activities that the Committee recommended to be funded through grants
. contracts, cooperative agreements, and other mechanisms, for assistive technology research
- and development and research and development that mcorporates the pnncrp]es of umversa]
desi gn and ‘

| (4) by adding at the end the followmg

(d)(l) In order to promote coordmatron and cooperatlon among Federal departments. and agencres
conducting assistive technology research programs, to reduce duplication of effort among the-
programs, and to increase the availabil ity of assistive technology for individuals with disabilities,
the Committee may recommend activities to be funded through grants contracts or ¢cooperative
agreements or other mechamsms-- \ : -

(A)in jomt research projects for assistive technology research and research that
mcorporates the pnnc1p1es of umversa] desi gn and

(B) inother proorams designed to promote a coheswe strateglc Federal program of
research described in subparagraph (A).

' (2) The prcgects and programs described in paragraph (1) shall be _}omtly admlmstered by at least
2 agencies or departments with representatwes on the Committee.

(3) In recommendmg activities to be funded in the pro;ects and programs the Committee shall
obtain input from targeted individuals, and other orgamzatlons and individuals.the Comm1ttee
determines to be appropriate, -

concermng the avallablhty and potential of technology for individuals with dlsablhtles

(e) In this sectton the terms "assistive technology , targeted mdmduals and umversal desrgn
have the meanings given the tcrms in sectlon 3 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998 '

SEC 202 NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY
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k Sectron 401 of the Rehabrhtatron Actof 1973 (as amended by sectlon 407 of the Workforce
: 'lnvestment Actof 1998) 1S amended by adding at the end the fellowmg

- (c)(l) Not later than December 31 1999 the Counc1l shall prepare a report descnbmg the bamers
in Federal assistive technology polrcy to increasing the availability of and access to assistive
technology devices and assrsnve technology servrces for mdmduals w1th drsabrlrtres

(2) In preparmg the report the Council shall obtam mput from the National lnstlrute on Disability
- and Rehabilitation Research and the Association of Tech Act Projects, and from targeted
- individuals, as deﬁned in section 3 of the Assistive Technology Actof 1998

v (3) The Councrl shall subrmt the report, along wrth such recommendatrons as the Counc1l .
* determines to be appropriate, to the Committee on Labor and Human Resources. of the Senate and
the Commrttee on Educatron and the Workforce of the House. of Representanves

SEC. 203. ARCHITECTURAL AND TRANSPORTATION BARRIERS :
COMPLIANCE BOARD.

(a) IN GENERAL Sectron 502 of the Rehabrlrtatlon Act of 1973 (29 U S C 792) 1s amended--
(l) by redesrgnatmg subsecttons (d) through (1) as subsectrons (e) through 0 respectrvely,
(2 ) by msertmg after subsectron ©) the followmg ) ’ ' '

(d) Begmmng n ﬁscal year 2000 ‘the Access Board, aﬁer consultatron wrth the Secretary, ,
representatives of such public and private entities as the Access Board determines 1o be . -
appropriate (including the electronic and information technology industry), targeted individuals

~ (as defined in section 3 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998), and State information
technology officers, shall provide training for Federal and State employees on any obligations
related to sectron 508 of the Rehabrlrtatron Act of 1973 and © - e :

" (3) in the second sentence of paragraph (1) of subsectron (e) (as redesrgnated in paragraph
(1 )) by sml\mg subsectron (e) and msertmg subsectron #). . v

| (b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT- Section 506(c) of the Rehabrlrtanen Act of 1 973 (29 us.C.
794(0)) 1s amended by smkmg section 502(h)(1) and msertmg ‘section 502(1)( 1. - '

: Subtrtle B-Other Natmnal Actmtres
| SEC 211 SMALL BUSIl\ESS INCENTIVES

(a) DEFINITION In this sectron ‘the term ‘small business' means a small-busmess concem as
. descnbed n sect1on 3(a) of the Small Busmess Act (15 U S.C. 632(a)). ~ oo

(b) CONTRACTS FOR DESIGN DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING»

(1IN GENERAL- The Secretary may enter into contracts_ wrth small busmesses io assist
such businesses to design, develop, and market assistive technology devices or assistive
" technology services. In entering into the contracts, the Secretary may give preference to -
" “businesses owned or operated by 1nd1v1duals with drsabrlltles o

(2) SMALL BUSTNESS INNOVATIVE RESEARCH PROGRAM Contracts entered 1nto
" pursuant 1o paragraph (1) shall be administered in accordance with the contract = .
~ administration requirements applicable to the Department of Education under the Small
- Business Innovative Research Program, as described in section 9(g) of the Small Business
~ Act’(15.U.8.C. 638(g)): Contracts.entered into pursuant to paragraph (1) shall not be
, mcluded in the calculatron of the requrred expendrtures of the Department under sectlon 9(1)
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of such Act (15 U.S. C 633(f)).

- (c) GRANTS FOR EVALUATION AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON
EFFECTS OF TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER- The Secretary may make grants to small businesses
, to enable such busmesses—- ‘

(Hto work wrth any entrty funded by the Secretary to evaluate and disseminate information
on the effects of technology transfer on the lives of mdrvrduals wtth disabilities; ,

~ (2) to benefit from the experience and expertise of such entities, in conductmg such

evaluatton and dtssemtnatton and

(3) to utilize any technology transfer and market research services such entities provrde to

-bring new assistive technology devrces and assxsttve technology services irito commerce.

“SEC. 212 TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND UNIVERSAL DESIGN.

~(a) IN GENERAL The Dtrector of the Nattonal Instmtte on Disability and Rehabthtanon

- Research may collaborate with the Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technology Transfer
established under section 11(e) of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation. Act of 1980 (l 5
US.C. 3710(e)) to promote technology transfer that

w111 further development of assrsttve technolo gy and products that incorporate the pnncrples of umversal o

(b) COLLABORATION In promotmg the technology transfer the Dtrector and the Consomum
descnbed in subsection (a) may collaborate-- '

(l) to enable the National Institute on Drsabtltty and Rehabilitation Research to work more
effectively with the Consortium, and to enable the Consortium to fulfill the responsibilities
of the Consortiuni to assist Federal agencies with technology transfer under the
Stevenson Wyd er Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 US.C. 3701 €t seq);

(2) to increase the aw areness of staff members of the Federal Laboratones regardmg -
assrsttve techno ogy 1ssues and’ the pnncrp es of unlversal design;

(3)to comprle a compendtum of current and projected Federal Laboratory technol ogtes and

projects that have or will have an intended or recognized impact.on the available range of -
- assistive technology for individuals with disabilities, including technologies and pI’O_]eCtS
s that mcorporate the prtnc1ples of umversal design, as appropnate :

(4) to develop strategies for appl ymg developments in assistive techno]ogy and umversal

design to, mainstream technology, to improve economies of scale and commercral incentives

for assistive technology, and-

5)to cultivate developments in assistive technology and untversal design through.

,demonstratlon pI‘Oj ects and evaluations, conducted with assrstwe technolo gy professronals

and potenttal users of a551st1ve technology

- (©) GRANTS CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS- The Secretary may make
grants to or enter into contracts or cooperative agreements with commercial, non-profit, or other. -

_ organizations, including-institutions of higher education, to facilitate interaction w1th the

- Consortium to achteve the obj ecttves of this sectton S

" (d) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONSORTIUM Section ll(e)( l) of the Stevenson Wydler
Technology Innovatton Act of 1980 ( 15US.C. 3’710(e)(1)) 15 amended-- :
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(1) in subpar agraph (I) by stnklng and' and inoerting a semieolon"‘i
(2)in subparagraph (J), by stnkmg the penod and 1nsert1ng -and’; and .
3) by addmg at the end the fol]owmg

{K) work with the Director of the Natlonal Instltute on D1sab1]1ty and Rehablhtanon
Research to compile a compendium of current and projected Federal Laboratory 3
technologies and pro_]ects that have or will have an intended or recognized impact on the
available range of assistive technology for individuals with disabilities (as defined in section
3 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998), including technologles and projects that . '
incorporate the pnncxples of universal desxgn (as deﬁned in section 3 of such Act),as
appropnate ‘ .

SEC 213. UNIVERSAL DESIGN IN PRODUCTS AND THE BUILT
'ENVIRONMENT. o

The Secretary may make grants to commercial or other enterpnses and institutions of higher -
education for the research and development of universal design concepts for products (mcludmg
information technology) and the built environment. In making such grants, the Secretary shall glve
‘preference to enterprises and institutions that are owned or operated by individuals with""
disabilities. The Secretary shal] deﬁne the term- bu1lt env1ronment for purposes of thlS sectzon

SEC 214. OUTREACH

© - (a) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY IN.-RURAL OR IMPOVERISHED URBAN AREAS- The
Secretary may make grants, enter intc cooperative agreements, or provide financial assistance
through other mechanisms, for projects designed to increase the availability of assistive :
technology for rural and 1mpovenshed urban populations, by determining the unmet assistive
technology needs of such populat1ons and desxgmng and 1mplement1ng programs to meet such
needs. . ‘

(b) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR CHILDREN AND OLDER INDIVIDUALS The ,

. Secretary may make grants, enter into cooperative agreements, or provide financial assistance
through other mechanisms, for.projects designed to increase the availability of assistive
“technology for populanons of children and older individuals, by determining the unmet assistive

. technology needs of such populanons and desngmng and 1mp1ementmg programs to meet such

needs.: - : R . :

SEC. 215. TRAINING PERTAINING TO REHABILITATION ENGINEERS AND
TECHNICIANS

(@) GRANTS AND CONTRACTS The Secretary shall make grants ‘or enter into contracts w1th
public and private agencies and ‘organizations, including institutions of higher education, to help

* prepare students, including students prepafing to be rehabilitation techmc:ans and faeulty working
in the field of rehabthtatnon engineering, for careers related to the prowsmn of assmtwe .
technology dewces and a531st1ve technology services. .

3

(b) ACTIVITIES An agency or orgamzatlon that receives a grant or contract under subsect:on (a)
‘may use the funds rnade avallable through the grant or contract-- :

A (l) to provide' trammg progra.ms for mdmduals emp]oyed or seekmg employment in the
~ field of rehabilitation engmeermg, mcludmg postsecondary education programs;

(2) to provide workshops semninars; and conferences eoncemmg rehabthtatlon engineering " -

that relate to the use of‘assistive technology devices and assistive technology services to -

1mprove the ltves of md;vzduals with dlsabtlmes and :
- '
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3) to desi gn, develop, and drssemtnate cumcular matenals to be used in the tratnlng
programs, workshops,.seminars, and conferences described in paragraphs (1) and (2).

SEC 216 ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY TAXONOMY.

(a) STUDY- The Secretary may, directly or (if necessary) by entermg 1nto contracts or cooperanve
agreements with appropriate entities, conduct a study to determine the benefits of and obstacles to
implementing throughout the Federal Govemment the smgle asswttve technology taxonomy
developed by the Department.

() REPORT- Not later than December 31, 1999, the- Secretary shall prepare and submlt to the .
" Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatives and the Committee.
on Labor and Human Resources of the Senate a report that contains information detailing the
benefits and obstacles described in subsection (a) and that contams such policy recommendations
as the Secretary determines to be appropnate : :

SEC 217. PRESIDENT‘S COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT OF PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES.

‘ (a) PROGRAMS- The President's Committee on Employment of People With Dlsabtlmes ,
(referred to-in this section as 'the Commntee) may design, develop,.and implement programs o . o
increase the voluntary participation of the private sector in making information technology -
accessible to individuals with disabilities, including increasing the involvement of individuals

“with dlsabrlmes in. the de51gn development and manufacturing of mformatron technology

A (b) ACTIVITIES The Commrttee may earry out act1v1t1es through the programs that may
: mclude-- :

(1) the development and coordmatton of a task’ force whteh-- |

.-(A) shall develop and disseminate 1nformat10n on voluntary best praetlces for
umversal accessrbthty in mformatton techno]ogy, and

Ly

(B) shall consrst of members of the publtc and pnvate seotors mcludmg-- e

(1) representatwes of orgamzatlons representmg mdtwduals wrth dtsabrhttes
. and ; : , o

(11) 1nd1v1duals With disabilitieS' and

2) the desi gn, development ‘and 1mp1ementatlon of outreaeh programs to promote the
. adoption’ of best practtces referred to in paragraph (1)(B)." e

(c) COORDINATION- The Commmee shall coordmate the actmttes of the Committee under thrs
_section, as appropriate, with the activities of the National Instltute on Disability and Rehablhtatlon
Research and the actrvmes of the Department of Labor ‘ r .

(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE- The Committee may prowde techmcal assistance concemning’
the programs carried out under this section and may reserve such portion of the funds appropriated
to carry out thiis section as the Commrttee determines to be necessary to prov1de the technical -
assistance. ‘

(&) DEFINITION- In thrs sectlon the term: mformatton technolo gy’ means any equrpment or
interconnected system or subsystem of equlpment that is used in the automatic acquisition,
storage, manipulation, management, movement, control, dtsplay, switching, mterchange
transmrssron, or receptton of data or 1nformanon mcludmg a computer ancrllary equlpment
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softw are, firmware and srmrlar procedures servrces (mcludmg support serv1ces) and related .
resources. - : ‘ A L

SEC 218 AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

-(a) IN GL\‘ERAL There are authonzed to be appropnated to carry out this trtle and the - :
provisions ‘described in subsecuon (b)(1), $15,000,000 for fiscal year 1999 and such sums as may
be necessary for each of fi scal years 2000 through 2004. : S :

(b RESERVATIONS- Of the funds appropnated under subsectron (a) for a ﬁscal year the,
Secretary shall reserve not less than--, ‘-_ : .

| (1)33 percent to carry out the provisions- of section 203 of the Rehablhtanon Act of 1973 '
" that relate to research descnbed In sectron 203(b)(2)(A) of such Act; . :

2) 16 percent to carxy out sectlon 21 1;
- (3)4 percent-to carry out section 212;
@8 perc‘ent to carry out sec’t'ion' 2I5' and
| (5)10 percent to carry out section 217 :

{c) AVAILABILITY- Amounts appropriated under subsectlon (a) for a ﬁsca] year shall remam
avarlable for obhganon for the. fol]owmg fiscal year. L

TITLE III--ALTERNATIVE FINANCING MECHANISMS
SEC. 301. GENERAL AUTHORITY Lo | | R
(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary sha ] award grants to States to pay for the Federal share of the |
cost of the establishment and administration of, or the expansion and administration of, an
alternative financing program featuring 1 or more alternative financing mechanisms to al]ow
individuals with disabilities and their family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized
representatives to purchase assistive technology devices and assistive technology services
A (referred to individually in thts title as an a]ternanve ﬁnancmg mechamsm ). .
T (b) MECHANISMS The a]ternahve f' nancmg meehamsms may mclude-- R
( )a low mterest 1oan fund
+(2) an interest buy-down program
(3)a revo]vmg loan ﬁmd -

(4) aloan guarantee or msurance program

(5)a program operated by a partnershrp among pnvate entmes for the purchase lease or -
. other acqursmon of assistive technology devices or assistive techno]ogy services; or -

(6) another mechamsm that' meets the requrrements of thrs tltle and is approved by the
Secretary. PR A o

@ REQUIREMENTS- o LN

o -

) PERIOD The Secretary may award grants under thrs t1t1e for penods of 1 year PR

Y
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) LIMI IATION- No State may receive more than 1 grant: under thls t1t1e .

(d) FEDERAL SHARE- The Federal share of the cost of the alternative ﬁnancmg program shall

not be mioic than 59 percent. -

(e) CONSTRUCTION Nothmg in thrs section shall be construed as affectmg the authonty of a
State to establish an altematwe ﬁnancmg program under trtle L

SEC 302. AMOUNT OF GRANTS

(a) IN GENERAL-

s (I) GRANTS TO OUTLYING AREAS From the funds appropnated under section 308 for
- any fiscal year that are not reserved under section 308(b), the Secretary shall rnake a grant in
an amount of not more than SIOS 000 to each eligible outlytng area. -

,(2) GRANTS TO STATES From the funds described in paragraph (l) that are not used to
make grants under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall make grants to States from allotments
.made in ‘accordance with the requrrements descnbed in paragraph (3)

3) ALLOTMENTS From the funds descnbed in paragraph (1) that are not- used to make
grants under paragraph (1)-— .

" (A) the Secretary shall allot’ $500 000 to each State and R .
(B) from the remamder of the funds-- '

' (1) the Secretary shall allot to each State an amount that bears the same ratto to
80 percent of the remainder as the populanon of the State bears to the
'popu]atton of all States; and :

(1) the Secretary shaII allot to each State wrth a popu]atron densrty that is not

more than 10 percent greater than the population density of the United States

. '(accordtng to the most recently avarlable census data) an equal share from 20
- percent of the remainder. - : , :

' (b) INSUFFICIENT FUNDS- If the funds appropnated under this- tttle for a. ﬁscal year are
- insufficient to fund the activities described in the acceptable applications submitted under this title

for such year, a State whose application was approved for such year but that did not receive a
grant under this title may update the application for the succeeding fiscal year. Priority shall be

_givenin such succeedmg ﬁscal year to such updated apphcatrons 1f acceptable

(©) DEFINITIONS In subsectron (a)

(}) OUTLYING AREA- The term outlymg area''means the Umted States Vrrgm Islands, .
Guam, American Samoa and the Commonwealth of the Northern Martana Islands

(2) STATE- The term State does not include the United States Vrrgm Islands Guam,
“American Samoa and the Comrnonwealth of the Northern Manana Islands —

‘Z\

(a) ELIGIBILITY States that receive or have received grants under section 101 or 102 and
comply with subsection (b) shall be eli grble to- compete for grants under this, trt]e “

‘ (b) APPLICATION To be ehgrble to compete for a grant under this title, a State shall submrt an

apphcatron to the Secretary at such time, in such manrier, and contammg such mformatron as the

i
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Secretary rnay requ1re mcludmg--,

| - (1) an assurance that: the State wrll prov1de the non-Federai share of the cost ofthe ‘
alternative financing program in cash from State, Iocal or pnvate sources;

g (2) an assurance that the altematrve ﬁnancmg program wrll contmue on a permanent basrs

(3) an assurance that and information descrxbmg the manner in whrch the alternative
fmancmg program will expand and emph3512e consumer chorce and control

A (4) an ‘assurance that the funds made avallable through the grant to support the altematrve
financing program will be used to supplement and not supplant other Federal, State, and
local pubhc funds expended to provrde altematlve ﬁnancrng meehamsms ‘

(5) an assurance that the State will ensure that-- o

(A) all funds that support the alternative ﬁnancmg program, mcludtng funds repaid
(during the life of the program, will be placed in a permanent separate account and
identified and accounted for separately from any other fund;

- (B) 1f the orgamzatlon administering the program invests funds within this account,
. the organization will invest the funds in low-risk securities in which a regulated
Insurance company may invest under the law of the State and

" (C) the organization will admrmster the funds with the same judgment and care that a
“person of prudence, discretion, and mtelhgence wouid exercrse in the management of
' the financial affairs of such person . :

(6) an assurance that--
(A) funds compnsed of the pnncrpal and rnt'erestfrom' the account described in ,
‘paragraph (5) will be avarlable to support the a]ternatrve financing program; and
.(B) any mterest or investment income that accrues on or derives from such funds after
~such funds have been placed under the control of the organization administering the
alternative financing program, but before such funds are distributed for purposes of

supporting the program will be the property of the orgamzatxon admrnlstenng the
' program and o R

~(7) an assurance that the percentage of the funds made avallable through the grant that is
used for indirect costs shall not exceed 10 percent . :

(c) LIMIT- The mterest and income descnbed n subsectlon (b)(6)(B) shal ot be taken mto
account by any officer or employee of the Federal Government for purposes of determlnmg
eligibility for any F edera] program. - - :

- SEC. 304 COVTRACTS WITH COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIO‘\IS

(a) IN GENERAL- A State that receives a grant under thrs t1t1e shall enter into a contract w1th a

community-based organization (including a group of such organizations) that has individuals with
~ disabilities involved in orgamzatlonal decrsronrna}ong at all. orgamzattonal levels to admmtster
‘«the altematlve ﬁnanctng prograrn .

(b) PROVISIONS The contraet shall-—

() 1nc]ude a provrsron requiring that the program funds mcludmg the Federal and
non- Federal shares of the cost of the program be admrmstered in a manner consistent with -
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'the prowsrons of this trtle

(2) include any provision the Secretary requrres concermng oversrght and evaluatlon
necessary to protect Federal financial mterests and " . :

(3) itquiie the commumty -based orgamzatron to enter mto a contract, to expand
opportunities under this title and facilitate admlmstratnon of the alternative ﬁnancmg
program, with-- ‘

(A) cornmercral lendmg mstrtutlons or orgamzatrons or
(B) State ﬁnancrng agencres

SEC 308S. GRANT ADMINISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

, A State that receives a grant under this title and any commumty -based’ orgamzatlon that enters mto
- acontract with the State under this title, shall submit to the Secretary, pursuant to a schedule
established by the Secretary (or if the Secretary does not establish a schedule, within 12 months.
~ after the date that the State receives the grant), each of the followmg pohc1es or procedures for
' admmrstratton of the altematwe ﬁnancrng program: : .

(1) A procedure to review and process in a timely manner requests for financial assistance -
for immediate and potential technology needs, including consideration of methods to reduce
paperwork: and duplication of effort, pamcularly relating to.need, eligibility, and

" .detérmination of the: spec1ﬁc assrstlve tectinology devrce or service to be financed through
the program. - : : : ¢

(2) A policy and procedure to assure that access to the altematrve financing program shall
. be given to.consumers regardless of type of disability, age, income level, location of
“residence in the State, or type of assistive technology devrce or assistive technology service
for which ﬁnancmg is requested through the program. . ‘

(3) A procedure to assure consumer-controlled oversrght of the program.

SEC 306. II\FORMATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

(a) IN GENERAL The Secretary shaIl provide mformatlon and techmca] assrstance to States .
~ under this. title; which shall include:- . R

(1 provrdmg. a551stance m prepan'ng applications for grants unider this title;

(2) assisting grant recrprents under this title to develop and 1mp1ement alternative ﬁnancrng
programs, and . . :

(3) provrdmg any other mformanon and techmca] assistance the Secretary determmes to be -
* appropriate to assist- States to achieve the obJectwes of this title. ‘ .

(b) GRANTS CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS The Secretary shall
provide the information and technical assistance described in subsection (a) through grants,
contracts, and cooperative agreements with public or private agencies and organizations, including
institutions of higher education, with sufficient documented experienice, expertise, and capacity to
_assist States in the developmem and 1mp1ementat10n of the alternative ﬁnancmg programs camed
~ “out under this trtle - L

SEC 307. ANNUAL REPORT

Not later than. December 31 of each year the Secretary shal] submlt a report to the Commrttee on
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‘ Educatton and the Workforce of the House of Representatrves and the Committee on Labor and
Human Resources of the Senate describing the progress of each alternative financing program
funded under this tltle toward achrevrng the ob;ectwes of this tltle The report shall include

'mformatron on--

(1) the nuniber of grant applications recerved and approved by the Secretary under thlS title, -
and the amount of each grant awarded under this title; . :

~ - (2) the ratjo of funds provxded by each State for the alternative ﬁnancmg program of the
State to funds provrded by the Federal Govemment for the program;

B (3) the type of altematrve ﬁnancmg mechanisms used by each State and the
community-based orgamzatren with whlch each State entercd 1nto a contract, under the
program; and :

(4) the amount of assistance given to consumers through the program (who shall be

classified by age, type of disability, type of assistive technology device or assistive: _
technology sérvice financed through the program; geographic distribution within the State,
gender, and whether the consumers are part of an underrepresented populatron or rural ‘
populatron) .

SEC 308 AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

(a) IN GENERAL There are authonzed to be appropnated to carry out thrs title $25 000,000 for \
ﬁscal year 1999 and such sums as may be necessary for each of fi sca] years 2000 through 2004.

(b) RESERVATION Of the amounts appropnated under subsectron (a) fora ﬁsca year the .
Secretary shal] reserve 2 percent for the. purpose of provldmg mformatlon and techntca assrstance -
to States under section-306. : - A . o .

(c) AVAILABILITY Amounts appropnated under subsectron (a) for a ﬁscal year shall remam
- available for obhgatron for the following. ﬁscal year. .

TITLE IV—-REPEAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS
SEC. 401. REPEAL "

The Technology-Re]ated Assrstance for Indmdua]s Wlth Drsabllmes Act of 1988 (29 U S C. 2201
et seq.) is repealed. ) ‘

END
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*Subject Re: Summary of 82432 Assistive Technology Act of 1998 {_“l

Thomas A. Kalil
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_ Record Tyée: Record

To: "cyntma A. Rice/OPD/EOP
CcC:

Sy

His name was Howard Moses -- he [ the DAS for
Special Ed and Rehabxlstatwe Servnces

L His #is ;205-5465.

Yes - it would be useful to know how th:s
changes current law.



Cynthia A.Rice ~ - - = 09/08/98 07:12:34 PM
- —
Record Type:  Record -

{
i

~ To: : Thomas A! Kal;l/dPDiEOP lisa m. brown/ovp@o{/p

cc: -~ Cynthia Dailard/OPD/EOP, Melissa N. BentoniOMBiEOP
bcc ‘Records Management |

&

Subject: Summary of $2432 Assistive Technology Act of 1998 Z_j

'3

4

Fy| - dis0908.Wp cynthia Dailard did this helpful summary (one caveat: neither of us are that
“familiar with current law, so keep that in mind!} Also | just left a voice mail for Melissa Benton of
OMB if she can get from-Education a companson of current law vs. thrs proposal -- they hopefully
already have done such a thlngl

Tom -- at the meet;ing you chairédon technology ideas, the gentlemen sitting next to Becky Ogle
seemed to know quite a bit about what Dept. of Education is doing. Since bill amends the
Education Dept.'s technology program, | thought maybe we could discuss this with him, unless you
have other thoughts Can you remmd me of his name and give me his phone number if you have
it? .

Cynthia A. Rice

Cynthia A. Rice . ‘  09/08/9802:39:11 PM
- » . - — — ,
Record Type: - Record

To: Thomas A. Ka!il/OPD/EOP Lisa M. BroWn/CVP;@ OVP

ce: Cynthia Dailard/OPD/EOP -
Subject: Request for Views on 82432 Assistive Technology Act of 1998

‘Have you.had a chance to look at this yet7 I just got my copy (Llsa one went to "Ehzabeth Gore";
Tom you were on the OMB list). It authorizes the Secretary of Educatron to make a number of
assistive technology grants, some of which are similar to the ones we drscussed the other day. It's
a very detailed blll. Note that OMB seems to think it may well become law this year.

Our comments would form the basis for a SAP to be sent after the blll passes out of committee
{which is expected to happen tomorrow} :

' Tom, you‘ve spent I think _the most time thinking aboutkthese‘ 'iséﬁejs.- 'Any thoughts?

i
i

Forwarded by Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP on 09/08/98 02:31 PM
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- o - L o DRAFTSUMMARY
S 2432 - Assnstlve Technology Act of 1998

o The bill repeals the Technology-Related A351stance for- Ind1v1duals wrth Drsabrhtres Act
'of 1988, and replaces it w1th a series of grants by the Department of Education to states desrgned -
to 1mprove access to assrstlve technologres for people with dlsabrhttes :

‘Title I -- Authonzes $36 mllhon for FY99 and such sums as necessary for FY2000 2004 for a
senes of grants desrgned to 1mpreve access to a331st1ve teehnologres for people with drsabrhttes

’ Sec 101 -- Th1s sectton provrdes ontmurty grant s’ to states that were already recervmg funds ‘

-under the Technology-Related Assistance Act of 1988 for less than 10 years. The amounts of ‘

these grants are based on a percentage of the funding the state' would have received under the
1988 Act based on‘how many years the state partrcrpated in-the program e

States must use these funds to: (1) support a pubhc awareness program desrgned to provrde '
nformatlon to people with disabilities about assistive technologies; (2) adopt policies that =
improve access to assistive technology devices and services, and, enhance i interagency :
coordination and coordination between public . and private entities for this purpose; (3) provide
" technical assistance and training activities to promote access to assistive technology devices and -
services in education, health care, employment commumty living and other, contexts ‘and 4
provide support to organrzattons that provide assistance technology. dev1ces and servicesto .
people with disabilities (this may include support to obtain funding for and access to such
technolog1es in addrtlon to seeunng mformauon on evaluatmg techuologles)

In addition to these mandatory act1v1t1es states may also use these grants to support the
: development of systems for the purchase, lease or other acquisition of assistive technologres or
~ the establishment of alternative State or privately financed system of subsidies (such as a
revolvmg loan fund loan guarantee short term loans) for acqulsltron of assistive technologles

o Sec 102 - This 'sectlon provides * challenae grants to states that have not recetved fundmg
. under the 1988 ‘Act, for the purpose of estabhshmg or 1mprov1ng teehnology—related assistance to
“people with disabilities. These grants last 5 'years, and are calculated aceordlng to a formula
(minimum grant is $500 000) States must use these grants for vrrtually the same purposes as
‘ ‘descnbed above for conttnutty grants ' . :

o Sec. 103 -- This section provides 5-year supplemental mrllenmum grant to states in order to

‘ .gbulld capacity -- i.e., expand their ability to address the unmet needs of assistive technology

~ needs of individuals with disabilities, or to provide grants to localities for the same purpose.

/ Only those states receiving a grant under section 102 are eligible for these supplemental grants
States that recéive grants under this section that exceed $250,000 must make a state contribution

iof $1 for every $2 of the amount that excéeds $250 000. :

~ Sec. 104 --rThrs‘sectron »requtres the Secr’e’tary to ‘provrde a S-year grant:to an entity in each State

.



to support protecnon and advocacy services for people with dlsabllltles in need of assistive -
technologies. The grant amount is based on state populanon with a minimum amount of -
$50,000. :

Title IT -~ Authorizes $15 million for FY99; and such sums as necessary for FY2000-2004 for a
variety of national activities designed to increase access to assistiye technologies;

Sec. 201 -- Requ:rcs federal research mto ass1st1ve technologles and umversal desrgn o

Sec. 202 -- The National Council on Drsablhty must prepare a report by December 31, 1999
descnbmg the barriers in federal assistive technology policy, in.order to increase access to such
technology L

Sec. 21 1 -- The Secretary may enter into contracts with small businesses to assist them in -
de31gnmg, developlng and marketing assistive technolo gy devices or services.

- Sec. 21;3 -- The Secretary may 1 make grants to organ1zat1ons or unlversmes for research mto
. universal demgn concepts o : ' :

Sec. 214 --‘The'Se‘cretary may make grants for p.roj ects designed to increase theavailability of
assistive technology for rural and low-income urban populati()ns and children and the elderly.

Sec. 215 -- The Secretary may make grants-to help prepare students enter into ﬁelds mvolvmg
rehabilitation services and rehabilitation teehnologles

Sec. 217 - The President’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities may develop
programs to increase the private sector’s use of assistive technology.

Title III -- Authorizes $25 million for FY99, and such sums as'necessary for FY2000-2004, in
order to help states to establish alternative financing programs to allow people with disabilities to
purchase assistive technology devices and services. These programs may include-a-low-interest
loan fund, an interest buy-down program, a revolving loan fund, or a loan guarantee program.:
These 1 year grants cannot exceed $500,000 per state, and states canmnot receive more than one
grant. The federal share of this program cannot exceed 50 percent of the total cost of the :
program. - . : ~



