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lRM 10: MNB220 

VA would like to offer the following comments regarding S. 2432.. 

Section 201 would amend section 203 of the Rehabilitation Ad of 1973 (as 
amended by section 405 of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998, to, among 
other things, rllquire the -[Interagency Ct:Jmmittee on Disability Research] to 
identify. andestabJish, dear research pricnties related to assi$tive t8Chnology 
research and research that Incorporate the principles of universal deSign for the 
Federal Govemment ,. 

. We are concAAled with· the implication of this provision and its lack of clarity. The 
Committee should not have authority to identify and astabIish research priorities 
for VA's rehabilitation research program. It is nat dear from the language. 
whether this provision would SO empower the Committee. VA's rehabilitation 
resean;h program i$ uniquely targeted to meet the specific needs of veterans 
with disabilities, and the rteE:Ids of this patient population are not specifically . 
targeted by this legislation. For this reason; the Committee &nould not be· . 
empowered by this legistation to allerthe Oepartmenfa raearch agenda. 

However, If this proviSion were to be interpreted as simply requiring the . 
Committee to Identify and establish those areas in need of;adcfrtional or further 
research (In order Of greatest need) at the Federal level generally, without 
requiring or permitting the Committee to in any WJly alter or change the 
Department's rehabilitation research agenda, we would not oppose this 
provision. ' 

. ' We also notGthat the Workforce fnvestmentAd. of 199a is referenced in line 3 on 
., page 41' of the bill as being the act of "1988' which appears to. be a typographical 

error. 
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NatIonal Aeronautics and 
$gaee Admlnlltration 

HIldQUIItWI 
Waohlngton, 00 	20548·000' 

September 	9, 199B 

L:EMJ 

To= 	 Ke11.~~ N. Benton 

Le;ialative aefarenee Division 

otf1ca or 	Hanaqement and Budqet 

!'roll!.; 	 111zabeth M. Jarrell '/W/./W

Office of Legislative Aftairs 

(202) 358-1942 	 . 

Subject: 	 NASA~e Rea,ponse to QM8·s LRM IO: NNB220, dated 
Sept. 3, 19ge, RE 8.2432, "Aeeistive TechnolollY 
Act of·1998" 

AI requested, NASA he., rliv1ewed 5.2432, the "Asa1at.:lve 
Technology Act of 1998.~ The Congresiional t1ndinq with 
respect to NASA in See. 2(1' (12), paqe 7, lines 15 - 21, is 
incorrect. S~ecific.lly, amen; the ~any NASA technolooY 

. transfer initiative. wh1eh benefit individuals with 

di••l;:dlitias ara the fol1owin;t 


1. NASA technology ha~ been Ulod to~ cooling Guits fQ~ 
individual. who have difficulty regulating body t.mp.rat~re. 

2., NASA technolo;y has been uaed.to assist visually impaired 
in~iviCuals. . 

3. NASA 11 conduot1nq space-based research on the effects of 
mic.ro;ravity on inciiviclu.l.' ability to aaintain balance and. 
spatial orientation Which will benefit hearing-impaired
individuals who have diffir:\l1ty with halllnc•• 

Oth.t- thiln the 'abovIII, NASA haD no further Qommcntl'.J. l'hanJe 
you. 
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ATIACHMENT 

LRM#MNB220 


The purposes and goals of this ac~ are laudable. Inlproving usistivc technology to the 
benefit ofthe 50,000,000 individuals with disabilities in order to bring them access to 
~ inforr.nation technology. can provide enormous benefits to society as a whole. 
Whcre.C8utioD must be exhibited is in how incentives are stmctured to encourage 
universal design prlncipk:S to promote assistive technology. The government bas been 
slow to take full advantage of commercial-off-the..shelf (COTS) information technology . 
products to fulfill its requirements at the lowest cost. Incentives that may be 
contemplated to promote the design and developmem of assistive teolmology should not 
place the govermnent in the position ofrequirins technical, engineering, or functional 
specifications for information technology that differs from COTS products. For assistivc 
technology to become l11liversally available iii c~ercial products it must show intrinsic 
benefits such as lower cost or improved perfor.rn.ance. Any language that could be added 
to the propoi~ le,lislation promoting this view would be beneficial. 

TOTAL P.02 
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LRM ID~ MNB220 $U"'~: OMS Reque:n for VI.wI on tlR241Z AtIJItIve TewhnolofiJV Act af .I1898 
" 
 ;: u, .d nt= L Z" : =Iii Mebilil 

. TO: . 

FaO,,: 

11wi foliDWing Is 1M rnoon~ of our DlIIIGY to V6Ur ftCIII,ICI't. for vi.,.,. cut ,he Ibove......... ..:..real: 
Concur . . 

_ OIhcr:_-+_______ 

_ FAX RE1VRlfof _·PAOIa........ to this 11INIaJU....... 

t 


Cam:ents; '!:be n!l' • , s!' e4iitoCt:1= of .~ 1~ill,' Sect:ion :2 (a) at:. 
paragraphs 9, ~ end. 13 ~ mlIlces stat:~ about ~'Qf theI 

federal &:ffOl:t Jon assistJ.ve tael'mology for people with disabilities.' 
we do not.know. t these statEmants are factUal. "While .the Bill as a 
~t~t:y loS praia ~, the 1dnin.:i.stration may not wish to have such 
indings on the. tutory record. 

I 
I·--.."--· .. ·'~-------IJ~--~---:-----~---

TOTAL P.C 

TOTAL P.05 

http:assistJ.ve
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* NA'IONAl COUNCIL 01 DISA8111TY 
/-. .' An indepP.1idtmf federal agency working with the President ~nd Cr)ngress. to incre"5e the . 


.inclusion, independenceJ and empo'Uterment of all Americans with disabilities. 
. 	 , '. 

PACSIMILE MBMOR.ANUUM 

TO: .Melissa N. Benton, O~ 
FROM: Andrew J. Jmparalo. Jj¥J 

Nati~nal Council on Disability 

RB: Commeft.ts ou S2432. LRM ID MNB220 

DA'1'.b: Sep~erlO, 1998 


Thank you for agr"ms to an exten&ion ati! 2p.m. today for our c:ommwts on the Assistive 
Technology Act of 1998; We belicvethe legiBlatioD should be amended to promote univerSal 

. 	design (built-in accessibility) ilL l~ast as much as assistive teeiutolQgy (add~on accessibility). The 
term "universal design" should be included hi the title ofthe act, preferably before thetcm1 
Ifassistive technology.1t e.g•• liThe Universal Design and ASsiStive Teclmulogy Aot of1998." 
Muteftmding in the curt should be specitiosUy taraeted to universal design over assistive 
technology, The rate of technological devolopment is now too fast for assistive teobnoloaies to 
keep pace with specialized intcr1'aCes aDd W~ODI for &ccossaDility. As much M lIossible. the 
aceeSilbiHty needs to b~ built into 1be technology for people with cfuabilities to have timely and 
memiDgful use. 

The tcm1 tlauth~ represeDt~vetl can be used as-in the 1998 amendments to the . 
Rebabilhation Act. raa. than t.ne verbosefonn of listing family memb«'S, advooatas, etc. 

The process ofsetting, measuring..and reporti.Dg on goals by projects ftmcled unCler tbis act 
should be the S~ ~ federal agencies have to do under GPR A. The current formulation does 
Dot stress that goals have to be measurable and outcome oriented. Otherwiset goals by &f8lltees 
may not be performance-based in the Spirit ofreinventing government: 

The State Rehabilitation Couu.cil should be specifically mentioned in the list that includes the 
Stat!:! Indopendent Living Council, State DcvolopmeDmfDillhillties Cr.mncU. etc. as a arollp 1I1e 
state projeot should conslllt. 
. . . 

Tltc; "Challe.ngc Grant" prosrmn. is not dearly differentiated from the OUl'J'6J1t prosram, ofgrants 
to states under the existing Tech ACt. It appears that states could continue doing essentially the 
same things under this new gram progrdIIL ' '. 

. A public Internet site on assistive teO~lo8Y and universal designd a good. idea. n !:dlould not 
.be n:sLrlctcd·w univcraity Il'pPUcMiI. It cbot11d conform to .the latest guidelines of the World 
Wide Web Consortium for acceSsibility (located at http~/fwww.w3.org). 

1331 FStreel:, NW • Suite 1050 •. Washington, DC 20004-1107 
(202) 272..2004 Voice II. (202) 272-2074 TTY • ·(~02) 272 ·2022 Fax 

http:http~/fwww.w3.org
http:reporti.Dg
http:technology.1t
http:Commeft.ts
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~ JJ . , • 

ou~ofues ofthe P&A System on asslstivc twh aWvQcacy should be lV't'icwed to determine 

wtu~ther such agencies should receive priority over other advocacy organizations for Wu.d.ing. 

Unless the P&A system has demonstrated i1s effeepveness in this area, grants·shoula be·made Ott . 

. 8 c;ol!1p\'1:1tive basis for tcchnoloS)' advocacy, not restricted to Asendes ofthe Protedion and 

Advocacy system. 


Federal :funding ~hnuld be specifically targeted for training 00 use of the Internet becau!e ofits 

revolutionary po_tial to equalize opportunities for people with disabilities. Such f\:mding 

would Include assistance in determining appropriate equipmMt, pro~ it, And nperatiD3 it for 

educational and employment r~ed puIpOSCS•. 


Fcdcm1 fimd.iDg should becpeclfiC'~lly targeted for cODSUmer-based evaluations ofmaimt:team 

and assistive teohnologies on the basis of~i)'b.mty. It is not eno\lgh to have information 011 


products and sGrvices available, since it can ~lly becoJl1c ovcrwhchning and will teJ1d to be 

biased by the vendors. People need to be able to gather considered, objective opinions about the 

comparative value ofdiffc:nmt choices. / . 


Federal funding should be specifically targeted to the d.evelopment ofhighcr eclucation curricular 

OD universal design, and to its il1corporattOJl mw engin"cillg courto. at colleges Il1ld univenitiel. 


Finally, and importantly, we are, CODCietned that the 'bill gives the National COUJleil on Disability 
the task ofprodu\iinS a. rqott on assistive technology but does not ~nncate any funds to NCO to 
accomplish this goal by the assigned date. We think the scope ofthe report should be broadened 
to look at access to technology for people With disabilities as opposed 'U ~eu to "assiativc 
t6cImology". We are glail that we are being asked to look at this issue. as it fits in with our 
stra.tegic plan priorities. but ifwe are expected to produce the report by the apecified. date we 
believe that we should mo~ivo lRIfIioicmt f1m.c1a to oocompJish tbit task. We &Ire eager to discuse 
what we believe th$ task would cost with you or other appropriate OMS and Congressional staff. 
but preliminarily we would estintate that a comprehensive and useful repon miiht OOlSt ~much 
as $200,000 for 11.& to produce. I look tMWATd to discussing this issue ftllther with OMB staff. . 

Thanks again tOr the extenSion on the deadJim:: tUI (lur comments. Peel he to call me at 272­
?112 ifyOU have any QU$Stions !)r would like to discuss any ofthe matters raised above. 


TOTAL P.03 
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Lisa M.Brown @ OVP. 

~ 

.I11II1I 09/1 0198 0~:06:50 AM 


Record Type: Record 

To: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: Re: Judy Heuman of Dept of Ed would be happy to Assistive Technology Act of 1998 ~ 


Yes, I would like to be on the call. I have mtgs at 9:15,·12 and 3:30, each of which will last for 
about an hour.' Otherwise I'm free. Our Dom Policy shop is interested in this so I will see if they 
want someone participating too.' Thanks! 

= 

J-
.~: 0 c) --:; 3, 0 0:: . 

- .. 
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LfJMI,D: MNB220 

TO: 

FROM:"" 
OMB ,CONTACT: 

SUBJECT: ' 

PEADL.INE:; 

." . EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

, OFFICE OF M~NAGEMENT AND BUDGET 


'Washington~ D.C,205()3-POC)1 , 

" " , :' 

" Tliursday; September 3,"998 " 

'lEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 

. , 
, ~::S!a!Zeb'iais n, Officer: See Distribution below 

~n~~~-sg n, ( ) Assistant Di·rector'f~r'LegiSI~ti".~ R~feren'c~ , 
Melissa N. ,Benton ' 
PHONE: (202)395-7887 FAX: (202)395·6148 
OMB'Re;cjuest ,for Views'on HR2432 Assistive Technology Act of 1,998 

. 'I ' .', " 

COB VV~dnesd~y,$epteml?er 9, 1998 
".« . t 
In accordance with OMB Circul!:H.A-l 9; OMBrequests the views of youiagency orl the ~bove 
subject before advising on its r~lationship 't6 the program of the President., Plea'se advise us"lfthis 
item will affect direct spending'orreceipts for pur~oses ofthe"Pay-As~Yo~-Gonprovisions of Title, 
XIII of the Omnibus Budget ,Reconciliation Act of 1990. ' '. ".,' 

CQMMENTS: Please note: S, 2342 is scheduled to be marked up,by'tl'ie Senate Labor and Human 
Resources Committee this Thursday, Septemoer10th (9:30 a.m.l" We,understand that the bill will, 
not, be amended by the Committee; and that the bill has been hotl,ined for Senate 'floor action arid 
subsequent House action: ' '" " 

, ·A~ENCIES PLEASE NOTE: the:billtext is too I~hg tg f~~.but is availabl~ on'thomas 
,(http://thomas.loc.gov). ' " 

DISTRIBUTION LIST 
. . '.' 

AGENCiES:".,.' '\ 


129-VETERANS AFFAIRS" Jonn H,ThornPson'-(202) 273-6666 

16-ArchTrans' Sarriers Compliance Board - Kathleen Roy Johnson' ~. (202) 272-5434 

30-EDUCATION - Jack Kristy ~ ;(202)401-8313 " . " . 

52-HHS,- Sondra S, Wallace - ('202)' 69,O~7760: ' " " ' , , 

95-0ffice of Science and 'Tech~01i::)gyP6Iicy - Je,ff Smith - (202)456-6047; 


.69-National Aeronautics & ,Space Administration- Ed Heffernan: (202) 358-1948 

62-LABOR - Robert A. Shapiro.\ (202)21'9-820:1 • ' 

25-COMMERCE -Michael A. Levitt- (202)482-3151 , 


," '71-National Co,u~~il on, Disabiliiy .~>Andrew Imparato ~J202) 272-2112 

61-JUSTfCE - ,L. AQthony Sutii'l - '(202) 51.f2141 ',' ,'. " 

117 &. 340-TRANSPQRTATION. -' Tom;Heriihy- (202) 366-4687 

59-INTERIOR - Jane Lyder - 'ao2f208~4371' ." ' ," 


" 84-Natibnal/Scienc,e F'oundatio6 ~, Lawrence R,udolph-(7Q3r 306-1060 

1QO-Pres CommitteeEmploy People WDisabilities -John Lancaster - (202) 37.6-6200 

51-General Se~vices Ac:lminis~r~~ion : William 'R.Ratchfo'rd :, (202) 5,01-0'563' " 


, 107-Small Business Administration - Mary Kristine Swedin - (202) 205,6700 
, ,;':,' .,' .t; '.. '" 

~ 
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, ,LRM 10: MN8220 5UBJECT:OMB RequestforViews on HR2432 Assistive Technology Act of 
.:1998 

, RESPON$E TO 

, 'LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL' 


'MEMORANDUM 


,If your response'to this request'for views is shortle,g.; concur/n~ commentl. we prefer that you respond by 
e~mail or by faxing us this response she,et. , If the response is short 'and' you prefer to call, pleas~ call the 
branch-wide line shown below (NOTthe analyst's line) to leave a 'message with a legislative assistant. 

, " 	 '. ' 

Vo~'mayaiso respond by~ , 
(11 calling the, analyst/attorney's direct line (you ~will be connected to voice mail if the analyst does not 

answer): or ' 
(2) sending us a memo or ,letter 


Please include the LRM number shown above. and the subject sho,:,",nbelow. 


" 
TO: 	 Melissa N. Bento~,Phone: 395-7887 Fax: 395"6148 

Office of Management and Budget'. , ,. '" 
Branch·Wide Line~ (to reach iegislative assistant): 395·7362 . 	 '.' .. ' ". 

FROM: 	 ~_____-,-______-,--,--IDatel 

~____~~-------~' (Name) 


____~-_,_---'-"..----'---- (A~ency) 


_____---'_____-:--'-__ I'relephonel 


The following is the response,of, our agency to your request for views on the above,captioned subject: 

Concur 

_'_ No Objection 

I,No Comment 


,_'_ See proposed edits ,on pages -:'---,-..,----'­

__: ,Other: _.,--___~--'--'--_ 


, ,FAX RETURN of _'_,pages; attache'd to this response sheet, 

" ,,~, 

" ' 

..,' 

.. ' 
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, ' 

105th CONGRESS 

2d'Session 

S.2432 

To support programs of grants to States to address,the assistive'techn010gy needs of individuals with., ' 
disabilities, and for"olherpurposes., ' , " -,,' ; - ',' , 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

. :Septen:tber 2 gegislative day,AUGUST31), 1998 
", . '. . . . . 

Mr. JEFFORDS (for himself, Mr. HARK.rN, Mr. BOND, Mr. KERRY, MI. MCCONNELL, Ms. , 
COLLINS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. REED, and Mr. FRIST) introduced the following bill; which was read 

, tWice and referred t9. the Committye on Labor and Human Resources ", 

A BILL 

To support programs of grants to States to,address the assistive teChnol6gyneeds of individuals with 
disabilities, and for other, purposes; , 

, Be'it,el1acted by tIle Senate ~nd Hous~ o/Representatives o/the Unite(J States o/America in 
. Cong;·ess. assem bled, . ' , 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS ... 
• ' I • • 

Y 

(a) SHORT TITLE- This Adt may be cited as the 'Assistive Technology Act of1998'. . , 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS- The table ofcontents for this, Act is as follows: 
. . -:.. . '- . ' 

Sec, 1. Shot;! title;ta:t'fe ofcontents. 


Sec. 2., Findings and purposes: 


" Sec.' 3. Definitionsatfc,] ruie" ­
" . 

TITLE J--ST ATE 'GRANT PROGRAMS 
. (' . 

Sec. 1 01. ContiniIity',grants.forState~~that receivedfun~ing fo~ a limited period for 
. technolugy-related assistanc~: " . , ' 

Sec. 102. State, challenge grants. 

Sec.' 103~ Supplementary milleruliWn grants to States for 5tateand local capacity building. , 

Sec. '104. State grants for protecti?n and advocacy related to ,assistive technology . 
. " .~ 

, : 'Sec.105. Administrative provisions.' , 


Sec. 106. Technical assistance' program. 


1 of 47 ' 9/4/983:12 PM 
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,Sec.· 1 07. Authorization of appropriations. 

TITLE II--NATIONAL ACTIVITIES ­

Subtitle A--Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

Sec.' 2Cn. Coordination of Federal research efforts. 


Sec. 202: National COllllcil on Disability. 


Sec: 203. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board." . 


SubtitleB--Other National Activities 

Sec. 211. Small-business incentives. 


Sec. 212. Technology transfer and universal design. 


Sec. 213. Universal design in products and the built envirQnment. 


Sec. 214. Outreach . 


. Sec. 215. Training pertaining to rehabilitation .engineers and technicians. 

• .' I ", •• ,',,_ 

Sec.,2} 6. Assistive technology taxonomy.· 


Sec. 217. President's Committee on Employment of People With Disabilities. 


Sec . .218. ,Authorization of appropriations. 


TITLE III-:--ALTERNATIVE FINANCING MECHANISMS 

Sec. 301. General authority. . , . 

,Sec. 302. Amount of grants. 


Sec. 303. Applications ~ndprocedures. 


Sec. 304. Contracts with cOnlmunity-based organizations. 


Sec. 305. Grant administration requirements . 


. Sec.' 306. Information and technical assistance. 


Sec. 307. Pu1DuaJ report. 


S~c. 308. Authorization of appropriations. 


TITLE IV--REPEAL AND CONFORMING AME:NDMENTS 

Sec: 401. Repea1. 

'SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND ·PURPOSES .. 

(a) FINDINGS- Congress finds the following: . 

(1) Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in no \\lay diminishesthe right 

,2 of 47 9/4/983:12 PM 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-biniquery/C?cl05:.Itemp/-cl05bWOqPp


. ' ~ttp:l/thomas.loc.gov/cgi-binlquery/C?c 1 05:.Itempi-:< 1 O,5bWOqPp;: 

.. 
, , of individuals to-­

(A) liyeindepert,dently; , 

(B) enjoy self.:determimition.and make ~hoices; 

(C):benefit from an education; . 

(D) pursue.meaningful careers; an~. 

(E).eI)joyfun inclusioriimd integration in the economic, political, social, cultural, ~d' , 
, educational mainstream of society in the United States. ' 

(2)'Technology has b~come 1 of the primary engin'~s for economic activity, education, and ' . 
innovation in the Nation, 'and throughout the world. The commitment ofthe United States to 

, the development and utilizationoftechnologyis 1 ofthe main factors underlying the 
strength and vibrancy of the economy of the United States. ' ' .;, " 

(3) As technology has come to play an increasingly important role in,theliS;~s crall persons 
,in the Uni~ed States, in the conduCt of business, in the functioning bf government, in the;. 
, fostering of conununication, in the conduct of commerce, and in the~provision of education; , 
,its impact upon the lives of the more than 50,000,000 individuals with disabilities in the 
United States has been comparable to. its impact upon the remainder of the citizens of the, ' 
United States. Any development in mainstream tt:chnology would have profound ., , 
implications for indivi~uals with disabilities in theUnited States, 

" (4) Substantialprogr.ess has ,peen made in the deve]op~ent ofassistiyetechnologydevices, 
, including adaptations to existing devices that facilitate activities ofdaily:li\'iilg, that ' 

significantly benefit individuals with disabilities of all ages. Such devices and adaptations' 
increase the, involvement of such individuals in, and reduce expenditures associated with, , 
programs and activities such as early intervention, ¢ducation, rehabilitation and training, 
employment~ residential living, independent living, and recreation programs and activities, 
and other a~p'ects of daily living. ' , . 

(5) AllSt~tes have comprehensive statewide pr~gra.ms oftechnology,.related assistance. 
Federal support for such programs should continue,:strengthening the capacity of each State 
to assist individuals with disabilities of all ages with their assistive technology needs. 

(6) Notwithstanding the efforts of such Stateprograins~ there is still a lack of-- , ' 
. .. " , 

, (A) resources to pay for assisiive technology devices and assisti~e technology
services' '", , ' , . ,, 

., ' 

(B) ~rained personnel to assist individuals with disabilities to, use such devices and 
servIces; 

(C) information among targeted .individuals, about the availability and poteritial 
benefit of technology for indi"idllals with disabilities; """ ' " 

, (D)~u.treach to 'underr~pres~nted populations and;'rural'populations; 
, I," , ' , 

(E)' systems that ensure timely acquisition and delivery of assistive technology 
devices and assistive technology services; " '.., " , , 

.... :; 

(F) coordination amo~gState human services programs, and between such programs 
,and pri~ate entities, particularly with respect to transitions betwee,rtsuchprograms" 
and entities; and ,.' , ,) , 

, , 
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. (G) capacity in such prograrnsto provide the necessary technologireli:lted assistance. 

(7) In the current technological eiwir()runent, the line of demarcation between assistive 
technology and mainstreamJechriology is becoming .ever more·difficult to draw. . 

, , 

(~) ~,!:~y irrdi·..iduals withdisabiJities~annoi acceS$ existing telecoI11l]:1unications and, 
information. technologies and are at risk of not being able to access developing technologies. 

·The failure of Federal and State governments, hardware manufacturers, software designers, 
information systems managers, arid telecommunications service providers to account for the 
specific needs of individuals with disabilities in the design, manufacture, and procurement 
of telecorrtiriunications and information. technologies results in the exClu~ion of such 

',. 	 individuals from the use of telecommunications, and information technologies and results in 
unnecessary costs assoCiated'with the retrofitting ofdevices and product systems. 

,', ' , (9) There are insuffiCient incentives for Federal contractors and other manufacturers'of . 
technology to address the application oftechnology advances to meet the needs of 
individuals with disabilities of all ages for assistive technology devices and assistive 
technology services. 	 ... . . 

(10) The use of universal design principles reduces the need foi many specific kinds··of 
assistive technology devices and assistive technology services by building in '. 

· accommodations for iridiviquals wiJh disabilities before'rather than after production. The 
use of universal design prinCiples also increases the likelihood that products (including 
services).will be compatible with existing as~istive technologies. These principles are 
increasingly important to enhance access to information technology, telecommunications, 
transportation, physical structures, and consumer products. There are insufficient incentives 

· for commercial manufacturers to incorporate universal design principles into. the design and 
manufacturing of technology products, including devices of daily living, that could expand. 
their immediate use by individuals with disabilities of all ages. ,'" .. ','. . .. .. 

(11) There are insufficient incentives for commercial pursuit of the applicatio~ of .' 
technology devices to meet'the needs of individual~ with disabilities, because of the 
'perception that such individuals, constitute a limited market. . 

(12) At the Federal level, the Federal Laboratories; the National Aeronautics 'and Space 
Administration, and othersimilar entitiesdo'not recognize the value of, or commit resources 
on an ongoing basis to, technology transfer initiatives that would benefit, and especi'al1y 
increase the in'dependence,of, individuals with disabilities. 

(13) At the Federal level, the;eisa lack ofcoordination among agencies that provide or pay 
for· the provision of assistive technology devices and assistive technology services. In .' 
addition, the Federal Government does not provide adequate assistance and inforination . 
with respect to the quality and use of aSsistive technology devices and assistive:technology 
services to targeted individuals. . . 

..' (14) There are changes in the delivery of assistive technology devices and assistive 
technology servic;::es, including-~; . . .' . 

(A) the impact of thejincr~ased prevalenc.e of managed care erititiesas payors for 
assistive technology devices and assistive technology services; . '... 

(B) an increased focus·'on universal de'sign; 
-

, ') 
. .' . 	 . 

(C) the increased imponanceof assistlve technology in employment, asinore , 
individuals with disabilities move from public assistance to work through training and 
on~the-job accoinmodations;, 

, , (D) the roie and impact th~t new technologies have on how individuaiswith . 
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, , 

disabilities wiN le~m about, access, and participate in programs orse~ices that will 
affect their lives; and ' , , ' 

(E) the increased role .that telecommunications play in education, employment, health' 
care, and social activities. ' , 

(b) Pu~OSES-The purposes ~fthis Act are-­

(1 )to provide fina~dal assistance to States to undertakeactivitiesthat~sist each State in 
maintaining and,strengthening a permanent comprehensive statewide program of 
technology.:.related a~sistance, for individuals with disabilities of all ages, that is designed 
to--' , ' 

(A) increase the availability of, funding for, access to, and provision of, assistive 
technology d~~ices and assistive tec~?logy services; , 

(B) increase the active involvement of individuals with disabilities and their family, 
members, guar~ians,advocates, ,and authorized representatives, in the maintenance, 
improvement,~ndevaluation of such a program; " ' 

(C) increase the involvem'entof individuals' with disabilities and, if appropriate, their 
family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized representatives, in decisions 
relat,ed to the provision of assistive technology devices and assistive technology , ' 
serVIces; 

CD) increase the provisionofout~eachto underrepresented populationsand rural" 
populations, to enable the 2 popUlations to enjoy the benefits of activities carried out 
under this Act to the same extent,as other popUlations; , 

(E) increase and promote coordimition among State agencies, between State and local 
agencies, among local agencies, and between State and local agencies and private 
entities (such as managed care providers), that are involved or are el~gible to be 
involved in carrying out activities under this Act;, ' 

(F)(i) increase the awareness of laws, regulations, policies, practices, procedures, and 
organizational structures, that facilitate the availability or provision of assisiive 
technology' devices, and assistive technology services; and ' 

(ii) facilitate the change of laws, regulations, policies, practices, procedures, and, ' 
organizational structures, to obtain increased availability or provisionofassistive" ' 
technolo~Y'devices and assistivetechnology serVices; , , 

,(G) increase the probability that individuals with disabilities of all ages will, to the 
extent appropri~te, be able to secure arid maintain possession of assistive technology 
devices as such :individuals make the transition between services offered by human 

, service agencies or between settings of daily living (for example, between home and 
'.York); , , 

(H) enhance the, skills and competencies of individJ~ls in\:rolved in providing assistive 
technology devices and assisti,ve technolqgy services; , 

" (I) increase awarene'ss and knowledge of the benefits' of as~istive technology devices 
, 'and assistive technology services among targeted individuals; ,', " 

(1) incr~as,e the awareness of the ,needs of individmlls with 'disabilities of all ages for' 
assistive technology devices and for assistive technology services; and ',' , 
.. .' .' " 

{K)increase thecap~city of public agencies and private entities to provide and pay for­
; . , ' .. 
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. . 
assistivt tedmo)ogy devices and assistivetechnology services on a statewide basi~ for 
individuals witli disabilii,ies ofall ,ages;, ~ . . . .,' ' 

.~ 

~ .. V..,J •• , ""'.lilt" -.~. 
" 

(2) teidentify Federarpolitie~ that facilitate payment for assistive technology devices arid 
assistive technology services, toide~tifythcise Federal policies that impede such payment, 
and to eliminate inappropriate barri,ers to :such payment; and ' . 

. , ~ , I. " ,', '," ~, ' 

(3) to enhance tDe. ability of-the Federal Govemrnerit to-- ,;, . 

(A) provide States with financi'al assistance thatsupports--, ' 

, (i) inform~tion and·public awareness pr~grams relating to the provision of 
assistive techno16gydevices arid assistivetechnology'services; . 

(ii) improved' interagency and public-private coordination~ especially through 
new andiinproved policies, that result in increased availability of assistive 
technology devices and assistive technology services; and 

'(iii) techni'cal assistance and training in the provision or use of assistive 
technologydevicesan<;lassistive technology services; ~md 

(B) fund national, ,regional,. State, and local targeted initiatives that promote ' , 
understanding of and access to assistive techpology devices and assistive technology 
service$ for t~g~ted ind~viduals. ,., . 

SEC. 3. ])EFINITIONSANJj~ULE.: 

(a) DEFINITIONS~ In this Act: 

'(1) ADVOCACY SERYICES- The terrn'advocacyservices', except as used aspart,ofthe ' 
lenn 'protection and advocacy services', means services provided to, assist individuals with 
disabiHties and their fal1fily members, guardians, advocates, and authorized representatives 
in accessing-assistive te,chnology devices and assistive technology services. 

(2) ASSISIIVE TECHNbLOGY~ The tenn 'assistive technology' means technology 
designed to be utilized in an assistive technology device or assistive tech?ology service. 

(3) ASSISTIVE TECH1:-JOLOGYDEVICE- The tenn 'assistive technology device' mean's 
any item, pieceof equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially, modified, 
or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities 'of 
individuals with disabilities. . ' . ' ' , 

(4) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SERVICE- The tenn 'assistive technology service' means 
any service that directly assists an individual with a disability in the selection, acquisition" 
or use ofan assistive technology'device. Such tenn includes-­

'. ' >, '., .' 

(A) the evaluatiori Of the assistive technology needs of ari individual with adisability, 
including a functipnal evaluation of the impact of the provision of appropriate 
assistive technology and appropriate services, to the individual in the customary 
environment' ofthe individual; ," " ':'. 

: (B) services consisting ofpurchasing,' leasing, or otherwise providing for the 
,acquisition ofassi,stive technology devices by individuals with disa~ilities; 

, 
(C) services. consisting of selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, 
applying" maintaining, repairing,'or replacing assistive technology devices; 
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(D) coordinaticlTI and us~ of necessary the~apies, iriterventions, or services with' , 
assistive'technology devices, such as therapies, in~erventions or services,associated 
with edu~ation ~d rehabilitation plans and progrruns; 

(E) training or~echnical assistance for an individual with disabilities, or, where 
, appropriate, the familymember~, gUardians, advocates, or authorized-representatives 
of such an individual; and ' " ' 

, (F) training or technical assistance for professionals (including individuals providing 
, education and rehabilitation services), employers, or,other individuals who provide , 

sen/ices to, employ, or are otherWise substantially involved in the major life functions 
of individuals with djsabilities. 

"(5)CAPACITY BUILDING AND ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES- The term 'capacity 
buildi,ng and advocacy activities'means efforts that-,- ' 

, , 

(A) result.inlaws, regulations, policies, practice~,.procedures,or organizational 
structures that promote consumer-responsive programs or entities; and 

(B) facilitate andincrease access to, provision of, and funding for, assistive 
technology devices and~ssistive teclm0logy services, "'" ,,' 

, , 
, , 

in order to empoweri~dividuals withdi,sabilities to achieve greater independence, ' 

, productivity, and integration and inclusion within the community and the workforce. 


, ' 

, (6)COMPREHENSIV;E STATEWIDE PROGRAM OF TECHNOLOGY-RELATED 
ASSISTANCE- The term 'comprehensive statewide program of technology-related ' 
assistance' means a consumer~responsive program of technology-rel'ated assistance for, 
individuals with disabilities, implemented by a State, and equally available to all individuals 
with disabilities residing in the State, regardless of their type ofdisability"age, income 
level; or location of residence in the " ' 

, Stllte, ~r the type ofassistive, technology devi~e orassistive technology service required. 
, ' 

(7YCONSUMER':RESPONSIVE- The term 'consumer-responsive'-­
.' .' "",,' 

, (A) with regard to, policies, means that the policies are consistent with the principles 
of-- " " ' 

" ;. ~ • . I 

,,(i) resp,ect for individual dignity, personal responsibility,self-determimition, 
and,plirsuit ofmeaningful careers, p~ed ~m informed choice, of individuals 

'with disabilities; , , 

,(ii) respectfor the privacy, nghts, and equal access (including the use, of 
accessible formats) of such individualS; 

(iii) inclusiori, integra'tion, and full participation of such individuali'in society; 

:(iv) support for the involvement in decisions of a family'm,ember~ a guardian, 
'an advocate, or an authorized representative, if an individual with, a disability 
requests,desires, or needs such involvement; and 

, (v) supportJor individual ~d systems advocacy and 'community involvement;, 
'and ' :" , '" '," , " , ' 

, , 

(B) with respect to an entity, program, or a~tlvity, means that the entity, program, or 
activity~:-" , ' 
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(i) is easily accessible to, and usabl~ by, individuals with disabilities and, when 
appropriate, their family members, guardians; advocates~ or authorized' 
representatives; . 

(ii)respond~ to the needs ~f individuals with disabilities in'a timely ~d 
:lpprop~~te m(UUler; and . 

(iii) facilitates the full and meaningful participation of individuals with 
disabilities (inclp.ding individuals from underrepresented popUlations and rural 
populations) and their family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized 
represent~tives, in-­

(I) ,decisions relating to the provision of assistive technology devices and' . 
assistivetechnology services .to such individuals; and 
.. ': ~ 

.(11) decisions related'to the maintehan~e; improv~ment, and evaluation of. 
the' comprehensive statewi~e program oftechnology-related assistance, 
including decisions that affect advocacy, capacity' building, and capacity 
building and advocacy activities. . 

. I .: .• , 

\ 

(8) DISABILITY-The term 'disability' means a condition ofan individual that is 
considered to be a disability or handicap for the purposes of any Federal law other than this 
Act or for the purposes of the law otthe Statein which the individual resides. . 

, . ' . 
\ 

'(9)rNoIVIDUAi WITH A DISABILITY; INDIYIDUALS WITH'oISABILITIES-' 

(A) Th.TDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY-The term ;individual with a disability' 
means any individual of any age, race, orethnicity-- . 

,(i) who h~s a disability; and 
, " , 

(ii) who is or would be enabled by an assistivetechnology device or an 
assistive ~echnology service to minimize deterioration in functioning, to 
maintain a level of functioning; or to achieve a greater level ofJunctioning in, . 
a!wmajor life activity." . ; ", . 

(B) INDIVIDUALS WITH DiSABILITIES .. The term 'indiv~duals with.disabilities' 
means more than 1 individual with a disability. ' 

(l0) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION- The term 'institution of higher education' 
has the meaning given such term in section 1201 (a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965' 
(20 U.S.c. 1141(a», a,nd.include~ a cOTnrmmitycollege recei:ving fundil}g under the Tribally 
Controlled Community College AssisHmce Act of 1978 (2SU.S.C. 1801 et seq;). , . 

, (11) PROTECTION AND ADV~CAC~ SERVICES~'The term ~protectionand ad~~~acy
services' means services that-- '. . . '. . 

(A),are described in part C ~fthe Develop¢entalDisabilities Assistance and Bill of 
Rights Act (42U.S.C. 6041 et seq.), the Protection and Advocacy for Mentally III 
IndividualsAt;t of 1986 (42 U.S,;c. l080l~t seq.), or section 509 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973;' and. ..' . 

(B) assist individuals with disabilities with respect to aSsistive technology devices and 
assistive technology services. . " '., " 

, " . ' ' 

(1 2) SECRETARY-The term' Secretary' means the Sec~etary. of Education. 

(13) STATE­
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" 1 

'I 

, " 

, (A) IN GENERAL- Except as'pro~ided insubp~agraph cB)and section 302; the term 
, . '..., ", .",. : 

, 'State' means each of the s'ev,eral S'tates of the United States, the District of'Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States: Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern M,ariani Islands.' ,",', ,,' ,', " , ',' "", 

, 
"(B) OUTLYING AREAS- In sections 101(c),,102(c), 103(d), and 104(b): , 

, . ", .', ' " .' 

, (i) OUTL~G AREA- The term 'outlying at,ea' means the United States 
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands.' , 

(ii) ST ATE-1:he term 'St'ate' does not include the Uniteq States Virgin Islands" 
Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands,' , " ' 

. :,'; .. 

(l4)TARGETED INDIVIDUALS'-'The term 'targ~ted individuals'riieans-­
. , . .' 

, , 

,'(A) individuals with disabilities ofall ages and their family members,guardians, 
, advocates, and authori,zed representatives; , 
. '. '". : . 

(B) individuals who work for public or private entities (including insurers or managed 
care providers), t~athave c(;mt,act with individual~ with disabilities; , 

(C) educators an~related services personnel; 

CD) technologye,xperts (iricl~ding engineer~); , 

(E) health and all,ied,health professionals; , 
. . " . 
(F) employers; and 

(G) other appropnate individuals and entities. 

,(15) TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE- Thetehn'technology-related assistance' 
means assistance provided thTotigh capacity building and adv'ocacy activities that ' , 
accomplish'the purposes described'in any of subparagraphs (A)thrbugh (K) of section' 
2(b)(1). ' 

. " . '\ . . .' . . 

, (16) UNDERREPRESENTED POPULA TION- The term 'underrepresented populatio,n' 
means a population thatis typically underrepresented in service provision, and includes 
populations such as persons who havelow-incidencedisabilities, persons who are" 
minorities, poor persons, persons with limited~English profi9iency, older iridividuals, or 

, persons from rural areas.' . ',.' 
>~.. 

(17) UNIVERSAL DESJGN- The term" 'unive;sa,1 design'meansa concept or philosophy for 
designing and delivering products ands'ervices that are usable by people with the widest ' 

, possible range of functional capabilities, which inclu,de products and services that are, 
directly usable (without requiring assistive technologies ) ClI1d products ,and services that are 
made usable with assistive technologies. , " , ',' " " 

,,\' , " , 

(b) REFERENCES~ References in this'Act to a provision of the Technology-Related As~istance 
for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 shall be considered to be references to such 
provision as in effect' on the day before the' date, of enactment of this Act. .. ". . 

;TITLE 'I-StATE GRANT PROGRAlVIS 
~" . 
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SEC. 101. CONTINUITY GRANTS FOR STATES THAT RECEIVED FUNDING 
:, FOR A LI~lITED P~RJOD:FOR TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE. 

(a) GRANTS TO STATES­

) (.i) 11' GE1~"ERAL- The Secretary sh~ll award grants, in accordance with this section, to .. 
eligible States to suppoitcapacity building and advocacy activities, designed to assis(the 
States in'maintaining permanent corriprehensive statewide programs of technology-related 

. assistance that accomp lish the purposes described in section 2(b)( 1 ).' . 
. '. . 

'(2) ELIGIBLE ST ATES- To be 'eligible to receiv~ a grant under this section a State shall be'. 
a State that received grants fot less than 10 years under title I of the Technology-Related '. 
Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988. . . 

(b) USE OF FUNDS­

(l) IN GENERAL- A:rly'State t.hatreceives a grant under this section shall use the funds 
made available through the grant to carry out the activities described in paragraph (2) and 
may use the funds to c~rry out the activities described in paragraph (3). 

(2) MANDATORY ACTIVITIES­

(A) PUJ3LIC A VIARENESS PROGRAM­

(i) IN GENERAL- The State shall support a public awareness program. 
designed to.provide information to targeted indiv:iduals relating to the 

, "'availability and benefits of assistive technologyde~ices' and assistive 
, technology services ... 

(ii) Ll}..TJ(-;- Such a publicawarene~s program sb.all have an electronic link to 

the National Public Internet Site aU'thorized uIJder section I 06(c)(l). 

(iii) CONTENTS- The'public awareness program'may indude.-. 

, (I) thedevelopI1)ent apd dissemination ofi~formatio~ relating to-'- , 
, , 

.(aa) the na'ture ofassistive technology devices and assistive technology services; 

(bb) the appropriateness of, cost of, availability or,' evaluation of, and access to,as~istive technology 
devices andassistive technology sen'ices; and . 

(cc) the benefits of assistive techndlogy devices and assistive technology services with respect to 
enhancing the capacity of individuals with disabilities of all ages to perform activities, of daily living; 

. . . . 

, (II);tl~e development ofprOcedures for providing direCt communicatio~' 
between providers of assistive technology and targeted .individuals; and 

. . 

(III) the development and dissemination, to targeted individuals, of 
,; informat.ion about State effoI1s related to assistive technology. ", 

(B) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION- . 

(i) IN GENER.A.L~ The State sh~ll ,develop arid promote the adoption of 
,policies,tl1~t imprbveaccess to assistive technology devices andassistive 
. technolog'yservices for individuals with disabilities of all ages in the State and 
that result in improved coordination among public and private entities that are 
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responsible or have the autryonty'to be responsible, for policies, procedures, or 
,funding for,or ~he provision ofassistive technology devices andassistive 
technology services to, such individuals. 

(ii) APPOINTMENT TO CERTAIN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
P MTELS- The 'State shall ~ppoint 'the director of the lead agency described in 

, subs'ectiori (d) or the designee ofthe director, to any committee, council"or ' 
similar arganizittioncreated by the State to assist the State in the development 
of the information technology policy of the State.', ,,', ' 

(iii) COORDINATION ACTIVITIES-,The development and promotion 
described in clause (i) may,include support for--' ' ' " 

< '. • 

(I) policies that result· in' improved coordination, including coordination 
between public and pri,:,ate entities-- ' 

, (aa)in the application ofFederal and State policies; , 

(bb) in the use of resources and services relating to the provision of issistive technology devices and 
assistive technology services, including the use of interagency agreements; and 

(cc)in the impro~'ement of access t9 assistive technology devices andassistive technology services fo~, 
individuals with disabilities of all ages in the State; , ' 

(II) convening interagency work groups, involving public and' private 
entities, to identify, create, or expand funding options, and coordinate 
acce:ss to funding, for assist,ive technology devices and assistive 
technology services forindividuals with disabilities of all ages; or 

(III) documenting and:disseminating,informati'on about int.eragency' 
activities that prombtecoordination, including coordination between 
public and private entities, with respect to assistive technoJogy' devices 
and assistive technology services. ' 

, (C) TECHl\TJCAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING- The State shaH canyout 
,directly, or provid'e support to public or private entities to carry ou., technical' , 

assistance and training activities for targeted individuals, including-­. ,. " -, ,', 

, (i) the development and lmplemdntation oflaws, ~eg~lations, ,polici~s, 
practices, procedures, o'r organizational structures that promote access to , 
assi,stive technology devices andassistive technology services for individuals ' 
with disabilities in education, health care, employment, and community living 

, contexts, and in other contexts such as leisure activities and the use of, ' 
telecommunications; , 

(ii)(1) the development of training' materials and'the conduct of'traini rig in the 
use of assis~ive technology deyicesand assistive technol9gy services; and , 

(II) the provision of technical aSsist;mce, including technical assistanc~ 
concerning how-- ' 

(aa) t6 consider the needs ofan i~dividuaJ with a disability for assistive, 
technology devices and assistive technology services in developing any 
individualized plan or program atith?rized underFederal or State law; 

(bb) the nght~ oftargeted individuals to' assisiive technology devices and' 
assistive technology services are addressed under laws other than this ' 
Act, to promote fuller independence, productivity, and inchlsion in and 

11 of47 ' 9/4/983:12PM 



bttp:llthomas.loc.gov/cgi.bir!Jquery/C?c I 05: .ltemp/-c 1 05b WOqPp 

. ' 

integration into society of such individuals; or 
" 	 ' 

, 	 , ' 

(cc) to increase consumer participation in the identification',planrung, 
use, delivery" and evaluation of assistive technology devices and assistive 
technology services; and ' 

(iii)(i) the enh~cement of the assistive tecrulology skills and c,ompetencies of--" 

(aa)individuals who work for public or prjvate entities (including, 
insurers ,and managed care providers), who have ,contact with individuals 

, with disabilities; , 

~bb) educators and related servi'ces personnel; 

(cc) technology experts (including eng'ineers); , 

, (dd) health and alli,ed health professionals; 

. (ee)employers; and 

(ff) other appropriate pe,rsonnel; and " 
".' ".'" 	 : 

(II) taking action to facilitate the development of standards, or, when 
'." 	 , appropria,te, the application,pfsuch,standards, tO,ensure the availability of, 


qualified personnel. . ,,' 


,(D) OUTREACH· The State shall provide support to statewide and community-based 
orgaI)izations tnat provide assiStive technology devices and assistive technology 
services to individuals with disabilities or that assist' individuals with disabilities in 

, using assistive technology devices and assistive technology servic~s, including a 
focus on organizations,assisting individuals from underreprese!lted populations and 
rural populations. Such support may include outreac1'rito consumer organizations and 

, groups in the State to coordinate efforts (including self-help, support group activities, 
and peerme'ntonng) to assist indivipuals with disabilities of alJ ages and ~heir family 
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized'representatives, to obtain funding for, 
,access to, and .information on evaluation of assistive technology devices and assistive 

, technology services. 

, , (3) DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES­

(A) ALTER.t1\JATIVE STATE-HNANCEp,SYSTEMS- The State may support 
activities to increase access to, and funding for, assistive technology'devices and 

, assislive technology services~ .incJu~ing--

(i) the development of systems that provide assistive technology devices,and 
',assistive technology services to indiviquals with disabilities of all ages, and that 
"pay for such devices and services, such as-­

" (I) the de~~loprrient ofsystems for the purchase, lease, oth'er acquisition 
or payment for the provision, ofassistive technc;>logy devices and' 
assistivetechnology services; or' > 

. (II) ,the estal;>lishment of alternative State or privately financed systems of 
, 'subsidies for the'provision ofassistive technology devices arid assistive 

tect:nolpgy services, such as-­

(aa) a low-interest loan fund; , 
" . 
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. (bb). an inte~eslbuy-dQwn program; 

, : (cc) a revolving loan fun:d; 
'.'. ". 

(dd) a lo~m guarantee or insurance program; 
, . . , , '), ~ . ; . 

(ee) a program operated by a.partnership among private .entities for the purchase; lease, o~ other" 

acquisition of ~s~istive technology· devices or assistive technolpgyserviCes; or . . , 


, , , " '- .', ' " 

(ff) another me~hanism that meets the requirements oftitle IIl~d is approved by the Sec'r¢taiy'; 

(ii) the 'short·teim' loan' of'as'sistive technology devices to i~dividuals,. .', 
employers, public agencies, or public accommodations seeking strategies to , 
complywith the Americans with Disabilities A~t of1990 (42 U.S:C.'·12101.et 
seq.) and section .504 of the Rehabilitation Acfof 1973 (29 U.S.c. 794);. or 

, 	 . . , _. 

, (iii)the maintenance ofinformation about,andr~cyc1ing centers [or, ·the 
r,edistribu,tion ofassistive technologyqevices and'equ~prnent, which may 
'include redistribution through d~vice and equipmentJoans~rentals,or gifts.. 

. '. . " ~ - ,-.. ~ " 

(B) DEMONStRATIONS.~ The State, in c~llaboratjon with.other'entities in 

. established, recogn.ized community settings (such as nonprofit organizations, 


I. libraries, schools, com..ipuniry.based employer organizations, churches, and entities 
operating senior citizen' centers, shoppingmalls, and health clinics), may demonstrate 
assistive.technology devices in settings where targeted individuals can see and try out, 
assistive technology devices, and learn more about the devices from personnel who. 
are familiar with'such devices and their applications or can DC referred to o.ther " 
entities who ha~e information on the devices.. . , 

(C) OPTIONS' F:OR SECURING DEVICES AND,SERVICES- The Stat~, through 
public agencies or nonprofit organizations, may support assistance to individuals with 

. ,disabilities and their family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized 	 . 
representatives about options for securing assistive technology ,devices and assistive 
technology services thatw'ould meet individual needs for'such assistive technology 
devices and' ass,istive technology services. Such assistance ·~hall not·include direct 
payment for an assistive technology device, .: 

.. (D) TECHNOLQGY-RELATED INFORMATION-, " 

(i)"IN GENERAL~ The State may operate and e?,pand a system for public . 
access to information concerning an activity carried outunder another, 

. paragraph of this subsectiQn, including.information about assisiive techno,logy 
devices anq assistive technology services,. funding sources and costs ofsuch 
devices and services, and individuals, organizations, and agencies capable of 
carrying out such an activity for individuals with disabilities. Tl')e systemshali 
be part of, and complement the information that is available through a link to, ' 
the National Public InternerSite described in section, 1 06( c)(1). . 

(ii) ACCESS~ Access to the sysie~'may be. prOvided through community-based 
, locations, including public libraries, centers fOr independent living (as defined 
in section 702 Q(the R,ehabilitationAct of 1973), locations of community 

, rehabilitation programs (as defined in section 7 of such Act) .. schools, senior 
citizen centers, State vocational rehabilitation ,offices', other ·State workforce " 
offices, andother locations frequented o~ used by the public. " 

. (iii) INFORMATION COLt.'ECTI,ON,AND PREPAR..ATION-In operating or 
, . expanding a'sys~em described in subparagraph (A), t~e State may-- , 

~ . " 	 , 
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(I) develop, compile, and categorize print, large print; braille, audio, ~d 
video materials, computer disks, compact discs (including compact discs . 
formatted with read-only memory), information in alternative formats 
that can be used in telephone-based information systems; and materials 
using such other media as technological innovation may make 
appropriate; . . 

(II) identify and classify funding sources for obt~ining assistive 
technology devices and assistive technology services, and the conditions 
of ana criteria for access to such sources, including any funding ' . 

. mechanisms or strategies developed by the State; 

(III) identify support groups and systems designed to help individuals 
with disabilities make effective use of an activity carried out under 

. another paragraph of this subsection, including groups that provide 
evaluations ofassis.tive technology deyices a~d assistive technology 
services; and . ' . ., 

, (IV) maintain a record of the extent to which citizens of the State use or 
make in.quiries of the system established in clause (i), and of the nature of 
such inquiries. , . ' "',. " . 

(E)lNTERSTATE ACTIVITIES- .' 

(i) IN GENERAL- The State' may enter into cooperative agreements with other 
States to e'xpandthe capaCity oftheStates involved to assist individuals with 
disabilitie~ of all ages to learn about, acquire, use, njaintain, adapt, and upgrade' 
assistive technology devices and assistive. ' 

technology services that such individuals ne~d at home, at school, at work, or in other environ~ents that 
are part of daily living. '., . 

(ij) ELECTRONIC COMMUNTCATION· The State ~ay operate or participate . 
in an electronic information exchange through which the' State may .. 

. cOrl1municate with other States to gain te~hnical assistance in a timely fashion 
and to avoid the duplication of efforts already undertaken in other States. 

(F) P ARTl\T£RSHIPS AND COOPERATIVE INITIA TIVES- The State may support . 
partnerships andcboperative initiatives between the public sector and the private 
sector to promote greater participation by bJ,lsinessapd industry in-­

. ' . 
. '. . 

(i) the developmen" demonstr~tion, and dissemination ofassistive technology 
devices; and . .' . . . 

(ii) the ongoing provi,sion ofinforgtation about newproductsto assist 
individuals withdi?abilities: .. 

(G) EXPENSES-,The State may pay for expenses, including travel expenses, and 
services, inclJ,lding services ofqualified interpreters; readers, and personal care 
assistants, ~hat may be necessary to ensure access to the comprehensive statewige 
program of technology-related assistance by individuals with disabilities who are 
determined by the State to be in financial need and not eligible for such payments or 
services through another~ublic agency or priva·teentity. . . . . 

'(R) ADVOCACY SERVICES- The State ~ay provide advocacy services .. 
1 t, t ' • , ~ ". 

(c) AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE­
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"(1 ) GRANTS TO OUTLyiNG AREAS;. From the funds apprOpriated under section J 07(a) 
and reserved under clause (i)of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of section 1 07(b)(1) for any 
fiscal year for grants .under this section, the Se~retary shall make a grant in an amount of not 
more than$105,OpO,to:'each eligib,leotitlying,area. . ' , 

(2) GRA1\lTS TO STATES-From the funds described' in paragraph (1) that are not used to 

make grants under paragraph (1), theSecretary shall-inake grar,ttsto States in accordance, , 

with the requirements 'described iri paragraph (3). " " 


. • -I _ " . 

. 
(3) CALCULATION,OF STATE GRANTS·' 

(A) CALCuLAtIONS F'OR GRANTS IN THE SEC'OND ORTHIRD YEAR OF; A 
SECOND EXTENSI'ON GRANT· Forany fiscal year, the Secretary shall calculate 
thearilOunt ofa grant under paragraph (2) for each eligible State tha~ woul4, be in the 
second or third year Qf a second extensi(:mgrant made under section 103 of'the 
Technology·RelatedAssistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of1988, if that 

,Act had been reauthorized for that fiscal year, iifaccordance with section 1 03(c)(2) of 
such Act. ',,: ' "" 

" ' 

(B) CALCULATIONS'F'ORGRANTS IN THE F'OURTH 'OR FIFTH YEAR 'OF A 
SECOND EXT~NSION GRANT· . " ' 

(i) FOURTH YEAR· ~ eligible State that wouid have been in the fourth year 
Of a second extension, grant made under section 103 of the Techriology-Related 
Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of1988 during a fiscal 'year, if 
that Act had been reauthorized for that fiscal year, shall receive under , 
paragraph (2) a grant in an amount equal to'75 percent of the fundirg that the 
State received in the prior fiscal Yt'!:1r under section 103 of that Act or under this 
s~ction; as appropri'ate. .,' , 

(ii) FIFTH, YEAR- An eligible State thatwould have been in the fifth year of a 
second 'extension grant made under section 103 of the Technology-Related , 
Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 during a fiscal year, if 
that Act had been reauthorized for that fiscal year, shall receive under' ' 
paragraph (2) a 'grant in' an amount eqmiJto 66 2/3 percen,t of the funding that . 
the Statereceived in the prior fiscal year under section 103 of that Act or under 
this section, as appropriate. ' . 

(C).ADDIT]ONAL STATES­

" (i) IN GENERAL- For purposes of this paragraph, the Secretary shall treat a 
.State, de~c~bed in clause (ii)-­

,(I) for fiscal years 1999 through 2001,'as if the State were a State 
desc!ribed insu?paragraph (A); and ' " " 

(II) fot fiscal year 2002 or 2003, as if the State. were aBtate descrioed in 
.. cl~pse (i) or (ii), respectively, of ~ubparagraph (B). ' 

. 'I ' 
(ii) STATE- A State referred to in clause (i) shall be a State that-­

, '. 

(I) i~ f1sc~lyeCir) 998, was j'n the second year of an iI1itia1.extension grant 
made und~r section 103 of the Technology~Related'Assistance for 

,Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988; and 
,'. 

,(II)' meets~uch tern;ts' and conditions as the Secretary shall determine to 
be appropriate. " , . 
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(d) LEADAGENC:Y,. ,;.. 

(1 ).IDENTIFICATION­

· (A) IN GENERA..L- TQ be eligible to receive a grant under this section, a State shall, . 
· . desigr.2.te a lead agency' to carrfout appropriate State fuhctions under this section. 
· The lead agency shall be the current agency (as of the date of submission ofthe 

application supplement described insubsection (e» administering the grant awarded 
to the State for fiscal year 1998 under title I ofthe Technology':'Related Assistance for 

· Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988, except as provided in subparagraph (B). 

(B) CHANGE IN AGENCY- The Governor may ~hange the lead agency if the 
Governor shows good cause to the Secretary why the designated lead agency should· 
be changed, in the application supplement described in subsection (e), and obtains 
approval of the supplement 

. (2) DUTIES OF ,THE LEAD AGENCY- The duties oftpe lead agency shall includ~--
" '. " 	 .' 

(A) submitting the application supplement described in subsection (e) on behalf of the 
· State; , 	 .. 

.(B) administering and supervising the use of amounts made available under the grant 
· receive4 by the State.under this section; 

(C)(i) coordinating efforts related to, and supervising the preparation of, the 
application supplement described in subsection (e); . 

(ii)continuingthe co'ordi'ryation of the rria,intenance and evaluation of the 
· comprehensive statewide program oftechno]ogy-reJated assistance among public 

agencies and behveen public agencies and private entities, including coordinating 
efforts related to;~ntering into interagency agreements; arid' .. " . 

(iii) cOritinuing the coordination of efforts,especiallyefforts carned out with entities 
that provide protection and advocacy services d~scribed in section 104, related to the 
active, tim.ely, a~d meaningful participation by individuals with disabilities and their 
family members, guardians, advocates, or authorized representatives, and other 
appropriateindividuals,'with respect to activities carried out under the gnint; 'and 

(D) the delegation, in whole or in part, of any responsibilities described in' , 
subparagraph (A), (B); or(C)to 1 or more appropriate offices, agencies, entities, or 
individuals, 

(e) APPLICATiON SUPPLEMENT­

(1) SUBMISSION- Any State that desires to receive a' grant under this section shall submit 
. to the Secretary an application supplement to the application the State submitted under 	 , ' 
section 103 of the Technology-Related Assistance forIndividuals With Disabilities Act of , 
1988, at such time, in such manner,. and for such period as the Secretary may specify, that ' 
contains the following information: '. '. c'.' '. ' 

(A) GOALS 'AND AC,TIVITIES- A description of-­

,(i) the goals the State ha~ set, for addressing the assistive tec~o]ogy needs of 
individuals'with disabilities inthe State, including any related to--" " 

(I) health care; 

(II) education; 
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'(III) employment, including goals involVing the State.vocational 
rehabilitation program carried out under title I of the ~ehabilitation Act 
of 1973; 

(IV) tel,ecoriimunication and infonnation technology; or 

(V) cOmrriimity living, including participati~n in recreation; and 

(ii) the activities the State will undertake to achieve such goals, in accordance 
with the requirements of subsection (b). '. 

(B) MEASURES OFGOAL ACHIEVEMENT- A d~scription ~fhow .the State will 
measure whether.the goals set by the State have been achieved. 

(C) INVOLVEMENT OF INDNIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES 
.ANI) THEIR F M1ILIES-A description of how individuals with disabilities Of all 

'.. ages arid their families--' . 

(i) were involve.d in selecting-­
! . 


':' (I) the goals; 

". 


(II) the activities to be undertaken in achieving the goals; and 

(III) the measures to be used in judging {['the goals have been achieved; 
and . 

Oi) will be 'involved in measuring whether the goals have been ac~i,eved~ 

(D) REDESIGNATION OF THELEAD AGENCY~ lfthe Governor elects to change, 
the lead agency, the following infonnation: " 

(i) With regard to the original lead agency, evidence of-- . 

. (I) la~k of progress in employment of qualified staff; 

(II) lack of consumer-responsive activities; 

. (III) I.ack of resource allocation for systems change and advocacy· 
activities;' . 

(IV) lack of progress in meeting the assurances inthe application 
submitted by the State under section 102(e) of the Technology-Related 

. ,Assistance for Individual~ With Disabilities Act of 1988; or . 

(V) inadequate fiscal management. 

(ii) With regard to the new lead agency, a description of--, 
, . , 

(J) th~ capacity ofthe new lead agency toadminist~r and conduct 
activities described insubsection(b)'and this paragra:ph~ and 

(II) the procedures that the State will implein~nt to avoid the deficiencies' , 
described in clause (i), of the original lead agency.. '. , " ' 

(iiI) Information identifying which agency prepared the applicationsuppJement. ' 
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(2) INTERIM STATUS.OFST ATEOBLIGATIONS- Except as provided insubsection 
'(f)(2), when the Secretary notifies a State that the State shall submit the applicati(:;m 
supplement to the application the State submitted under section 103 of the ' 
Technology-RelatedAssistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988, the.Secretary 
shall specify in the notification the time period for which the application supplement shall 

,apply, consistent with paragraph (4).. . .' . ..., ' 
, . 

(3) CONJ'INUINGOBLIGATIONS~ Each State that receives a grant under this section 
shall continue to abide by the assurances the State made in the application the State 
submitted under section 103 of the Technology-Related Assisfarice.for Individuals With 
Disabilities Act of 1988· and continue' to ,comply with reporting requirements under that Act. 

,'! . 

(f)OPTIONS RELATED TO FUNnING FOR FISCAL YEARS 1999 THROUGH 2004­

(1) EXTENSIONS­

. (AYIN GENERAL- In the. case ofaState th~t wasih'the fifth year ofa second 
extension grant·made under section 103 of the Technology-Related Assistance for 
Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 in fiscal year 1998, the Secretary may,'in 
the discretion of the Secretary, award a ] ~year extension of the ,grant received for 
fiscal year 199~to sucha'State ifthe State submits an application supplement uriger 
'subsection(e) and meets other related requirements for a State seeking a grant under 
this section. 

(B) AMOUNT-:AState that receives a I-year extension ofagrant unde~ , 
subparagraph (A), shall receive thTough the grant, for fiscal year 1999; an amount, 

, equivalent to the ,amou'r~t the State received for fiscal year 1998 under section 103 of 
the Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals Wi,h Disabilities Act of 1988, 
from fund,S appropriated undersection 107(a) and reserved under clause (i) of 
subparagraph (4), '(B), or (C) ofsection 1 07(b )(1) for grants und,er this section. . 

(2) CHALLENGE GRANTS- For fiscal year 2000, any State eligible to receive funds under, 
this se~tion may elect,to meet the requirements of and receive funds under section 102 
iristead of meetjng the -requirements of and receiving funds. under this section .. NoState may 

'., receive funds under this sectiOIY and section 102 fora' fiscal year,. . " 

SEC.t02. STATE CHALLENGE GRANTS. 

'. (a) GRANTS TO ST ATES-'The'Seci~tary shall a~ard grants to States to as'sist the States in 
maintaining and improving comprehensive statewide programs bftechriology-related assistance 
for individuals with disabilities in accordance with the provisions of this section. The Secretary 
shall provide assistance,throp,gh such a grant·to aStatefor 5 years. 

(b) USE OF FU1\TDS­

(1) IN GENERAL- A State that receives agrant under this se2tioll shall uselhe funds made 
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~vailable through the 'grant' to accoinplishtheI)Urposes descril?ed in,s'ection 2(b)(1) by , 
'carrying out activities described in this subsection, based on an assessment of the needs for 

" assistive technology clevices and assistive technology services of individuals 

, " '~ith dIsabilities :in the State; as reported' by such individuals, and through other ~eans. The State shall, 
, in appropriate c:!:::es, promote, consider,take intoac,count, and incorporate .the principles of universal 
'design. ' 

L ". 

(2) MMrnATORYACTIVITIES~:' 
i 

" (A) iNTERAGENCY COORDINATION- The State shall develop and promote the 
•adoption of policies that'improve access,to assistive technology devices and assistive 
,technolpgy seryicesfor individuals With disabilities of all ages in the S,tate and that 
result in improved coordination among public, and priv().te entities that affect the ' 
provision of assistive technology devices and assistive technology services for stich , ' 
individuals. The State shall appoint the director ofthe State AssistiveTechnology 

, Office design'at~d under.subsection (d)(1}(A) or the designee of the director, to any 
'committee, council, or similar organization created by the State to assist the State in 
the deve)opmentoftheinformationtechnology policy qf.ihe State. ' 

, ".. 	 . ,," . '. ~ 

(B) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY NORMATION SYSTEM- The State shall 
provide for the ,continiJation andenPancement of a statewide information and referral ' 
system for individuals ~ith disabilities and providers of services for individuals wjth, 
disabilities. The system shalhnclude an accessible lIitemet sit~\\Vitn linkages to other, 
app'ropriate sites, such as the NationalPublic Internet Site described in section' 
I 06( c)(l). The syslem shall provide for public access to information about assistive 

: technology devices and assistive te<;hnology services,. incltiding'information on the 
,evaluation of such devic~~ ~nd servjces Cl:nd t::mities.thalprovide such evaluations, and 

funding sources ,for and :C9sts ofobtaining such devices and services. ' ' 
~ , . 

, (C). PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM~ The State shall Sl:lppo'rt,in collaboration 
with target~d individuals, targeted public awareness campaigns iiesigned to provide 
information to targeted individuals 'about the availability",through public and private 
sour~es, and benefits; of a,ssistiye, techilology device~ and assistive technol()gy " ' 

" :'. 
servIces. ' . 	 ' 

(D)' CA.PACITY BUILDING AND ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES;,TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING:- ,~. ',' " " , 

(DIN qE:t\TERAL:. The State shall support capacity building and advocacy 
activities that include--,·' ,., ., ' ' 

, '0) the development and implementation of laws, regulations, policies, ' 
, 	 practices, procedures, or organizational structures that promote access to 

assistive technology devicesandassistive techriology services for' 
indivi~u~l~ ~it? disapilit,ies in e~ucation,~ he£llth care, employment, .and 
commumty hvmg contexts~ and m other contexts such as leisure " 
;,tctivities'and th~ use of telecommunications; and . 

(II) the :tra'ini'ng andpreparaiion of personnel to design, b,uild, provide .. 
'instruction 'on the u'se of, repair, and recycleassistive technology devices 

and to provideas~istive t~chnology services. ( 
C ' , • ' ,',. ,~ .' • • 

(ii)TARGETED:TEc;HNICAL ASSISTANCE ANn TRAINING- The State 
. shal1a.1so supponpublic or private entities to carry ou~ targeted technical 
, ..assistance and training activities. . . ,., "., " 

, " .. ': " ,'y,.", ' ,'" '. -':- . " .' '; .' . '} .",",.,. . 

, (E) OUTREACH:', The Stat~e shall ~rovid~ support to .statewide and community-base':i 
. . 	 .' . . 
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, 	 ' ';,1.. ,,'org~mzal;ohsthat provide assisti~~' technology devices and assistive tecru;oIOgy"'" 
services to individuals with disabilities or that assist individuals with disabilities in 

, : , usi~gassistive te~hnology devic,es and assistive technology services, including a' 
, .', focus Oil orgimizations assi,sting individuals from uriderrepresented populations and , 

I,' ,runil popul(l~ioris. SJJ.ch support may inclqde outreach to consumer organizations and 
, gr()ups in 'tpe',State tq coordinate efforts(ineI~ding sel,f-help,supportgroup ac~ivities, ' 

'andpeermentopng) to assist individuals with disabilities of all ages and;their family'" 
, 'members, guardiaps, advocates, or authorized repr.esentatives, to obtain funding for, ' 

'., ".' access ,to, and information :on'evaluationof assistive technology devices and assistive 
,tec:h:iiology serv:ices. ' , " ' ' 

'(3)I)lS~RETIO~ARYACTNITIES-:AState that're~eivesa gr~tunderthis secti()n\nay , 
use the: funds' made a~ailabl~ through the gt3J,1t to carry out ad;ditional activities that were " 

" authorized under the, ' 
, 	 ~, j " 

.Tec1u1010gy~Related.Assi'sta~ce'fot i~al~'idualsWith Dis~bilities Act of198'8; or·other activities ,."" 

'identified by the Secretary or the ~tate;to whic~the Secretary gives approva}. ' ,.,' , , 
, 

(c) AMOUNT OF'PINANCIALASSiSTANCE-	 ::'. 

"'r~ , ' ' J ,_' 

, (I) GRANTS TO OUiLYIN,G ~AS-: From'the(unds appropriated unders~cti6n t07(a) 
" and reserved, under clause (i) 'Of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of section 1 07(b)(1) for any 
,fiscal year for grants under ~is section,the Secretary shall make a grant in an amount ornot 
, more than $105,00Q to ,each eligible outlying area, '" -, .'" " " . , '" .. " 	 ., .' "..( 

" (2) GRANTS TO STATES- From the fundidescijbed'inparaiaph(1) thatare. not used to 
"make grants i.mcle.r pa~agra:ph:(1 ),the Secretary 'shall make grants to States from;allotments 

,Il,lade in accordance v.~ith the,r¢quirements described in paragraph(3). ,""'" ' 
" 'l .. . 	 .•. 

(3) ALU:nMENTS-From the fu~dsdescribed),n P3!agraph (I),thin are'not used to make 

, grants under paragraph (1)-- ',~ " ' , , ' , 


'" ", 

, (A) the Secretf.l.ry shallallo($500,000to 'ea~hS,t'ate; an9 
/ 	 ,;. 

(13) from the remaind'~r'oftheJlfnds-:' • ,i ; 

" , ) .'. 

.(i) the Secretary shall'aliotto each Sta~e~an:amount that beal's the saine ratio'to 
.,., 80 percent of the remainder as the population of the State bears to the -, 

,populatiop of all States; and " :' " ' , 

, 	(ii) t~e S~cret~ry shall allot to'each Stat~ with' a p6pulation deh~ity thatisnot 
"more than 10 percent greater than the population density of the United States ' 
.(according,io,lhemost recently <ivailable census data) an equal share from 20 
'perc~nt 9fthe'remairideL ' " ' 

,(d) STATE TECHNOLOGY PLAN-:' Any ~tatethat ~esire~ to ,receive a grabt under this section " 
shall submit to the Secretary a~ phin,:at such time, in such manner," and for such periodas' the' , 
Secretary may ~pecify, that contains the following infomiation andassuran.ces:' 

(lJDESIGNATION b:rpuBLICAGENCVANDSTAT:g ASSISTIVE: TECHNOLOGY 
OFFICE-	 '" , 

:	(A) IN GENERAL- Informationid~ntifying, and a description of, the public agency 
designated by the Governqr:to control and administer the funds made available 
throug~ the g:ant av.iarded. to the State u,nder thi~ section,.~d infotmationidentifying 
theentlty deSIgnated by th~ Governor to be the'State ASslstrve Technology Office 
(which shall carry out St.ate' activities under this section)" if such entity is different ": ' 
than. the designated pubbc agency. In. designating the entity to ,.be the State Assi,stive 

, " . . 	 .,.' 
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. :' ~- " , . 
Technology Office, the Governor may designate-­

i 	 . . 

(i) a conimission,. council, or other offici~J body appointed by the Governor; 
_ 	 1 " 

, (ii) a Rubl'ic-pnvate partnershipor:consortiwn; 
. 	 ,- " 

~ . 
, ,,(iii) apublic agency"including the immediate offi~e of the Governor.ofthe 

'State, a State oversight office, a State agency, a public institution of higher 
~ducationi a university-affiliated program, or ~other,public' entity; , 

(iv) a coul)cil established under Federal ~r Stat~ l<iw;or 

(v) another appropriate office, agency, ~ntity, or individual., " 

(B) ExPERTISE, EXPERlENCE, AND ABILITY OF STATE ASSISTIVE' . 

, TECHNOLOGY; OFFICE· A gescriptipn demonstrating that the entity designated as 


'the ,State Assistive Technology Office has the exp~rtise, experience, and ability to~-

(i) provide leadership in developing State policy related to assistive technology,' 
',incl"4ding policy relating to the proc~rement of accessible electronic and , , ' 
,information technology by Stat~ agenci~~ and the incorporation of principl,es of 
universal desigri in the State infrastructure;· 	 ' 

, (ii) respond tQ assistlve technology needs of individuals with disabilities with 
" the full" range of-disabilities and of ~1l ages'; " J 

, ',' 	 '," 
(iii)' promo'te availability throughout the State ofassistive technologYgevices 

. and assistive technology,services; , , 
'" 

,',(iv) promote and ~mplement system improvement andpohcy advocacy 
, :' . ·acti~ities pertaining to assistive.technology dev~ces and assistive technology 

, servlc;es; , " , , 
. 	 '.. . 

, 	 , 

(v) ,work proactively and collaborativelywith Stateagenci~s and piivateentities 
involved in funding and delivering assistive technology" devices and assistive 
technology' services~, 

, ' 

(vi) provide technical assistance for capacity building and advocacy actIvities 
and training relating to assistive technology devices and assi~tive technology' 
services; and enhancement ofaccess to funding for assistive technology, across 

, all State:agencies; . " 

',' 
,; 	 (vii) promo'te' and develop' public':private partnerships related to assi~tlve, 

technology'devices and aSsistive.technology services; , '.... , 

, (viii) 'e,xercise leadership in identifying and responding to the technology needs 
" of in~ividuals with disabil~ties and their family members, guardians,advocates, , 

and authorized representatlVes.; arid 

(ix) promote consumer confidence, responsiveness, and advocacy related to 
assistive technology devices and assistiv~, technology services. 

(2) INVOLVEMENT OF ENTITIES AND T MGETED INDNIDUALS IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION·OF THE ACTIVITIES­

, (A) ENTITIES·' A description ofho~ various public and private entiti~s were 

involved in the development of the plan and will be involved in the planned· 


_implementation of the activiti~s to be camed out under the grant; including a 
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description ofthe m~i~re ~nd:extent o(each type of involvement. 

(B) TARGETED INDIVIDUALS-A description of how targeted individua'ls, 
esg~cialJy individuals with disabilities who use aSsistive technology, were involved in 

. the developI11erytofthe plan and wili be involved in the planned implementation of 
thf ~(',tivities, including a description of the natUre ~dextentofeach type of 
involvement. . '. . . " 

(3) ADVISORY GROUP- A description ofan advisory group of targeted individuals, ~ 
majority of whom are, individuals with disabilities and parents of such individuals;who will . 
assist the State Assistive Technology Offi'ce in identifying the urimet assistive tecnnol<?gy . 
needs of individuals with disabilities and assist the Office in deciding how the assistive 
technology needs of such 'individuals will be addressed by the State.',' . 

. '.­

(4) NEEDS ASSESSMENT~ A description apd the results of a.needs assessment from 
whichthe goals described in paragraph, (7) were derived;' ' 

(5) STATE RESOURCES- A description of State resources and other resources that are 
available.to commit to the maintenance of the comprehensive state:wide programof 
technology-related assistance. 

(6) ELECTROJ\TJC AND INFORMATIONTEC!INOLOGY- An assurance that the 'State, 
and any recipient of ftinds made. available to the State under this section, not later than fiscal '. 
year 2001, will. have procurement policies and procedures in effect that areconsistent with 
the objectives, complaint procedures, and standards ofsection 508 of the Rehabilitation Act 

, of 1973. ' ....: '. " '., .. .' 

. (7) ·GOALS AND ACTIVITIES­

(A).IN GENERf-L- A description of-­

(i) the goals the State has set, for addressing the assistive technology needs of 
individuals with disabilities il! the ~tate, including ~ny goals related to-­

(1) ~ealth care; , 

(II) education; 
'.- . , ' ~ I 

(III) employment, irsl~ding goals involving the. State vocational, .. 
rehabilitation program carried out under title I of the Rehabilitation Act. 
of 1973; . 

(IV) telecommunication and information. tecimolpgy; or 

(V) community living, including;participati~n in .r'ecr~at{on~ and 

(ii) .theactivities the State willlindenake to achieve such goals, in accordance 
with the requirements of subsection (b). . . 

.. 
(B) MEASURES OF GOAL:ACHIEV~MENT- A descriptionofhow the State will ' 
measure whether the goals set by the State have been achieved. . . . , 

, .. .'" 

. ' 

(C) INVOLVEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS WrFH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES 
AND THEIR F AMILIES- A description of how individuals with disabilities of all 
ages and their fainilies--···· .' . , 

. (i) were inyolved in selecting:-.~ 
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, (I) the goals; 

(II) the, activities to be undertaken in achieving the goa~s; and 
~ ". : ".' j" " ' ." ~.,,, ,r. "'. . 

(III) the measures to be used irijudging if the, goals have beeriachieved; 
and ' 

-,' ;. 

(ii) will be'involved in measuring whether the goals have bt:en achieved. 
, .. ..' ' 

(8) ANNUAL ASSESSMENT- An assurance that the State wilL conduct an annual 
assessment of the comprehensive statewide-program of technology-related assistance, in ' 
order to determine-- ' ' 

(A) the extent to which the goals described in paragraph (7) have been achieved; and 

(B) the are(is of need that require attention.in the next year. ' 

(9) DATA' COLLECT I ON~ A description of the data collection system used for ;compiling 
,information on the program, which shall be consistent with ~y standardized data collection 

, requirements specified by the Secretary. 

(10) USEOF GRANT FUNDS- An assurance that funds received through the grant, will be 
expended in accordance with the provisions of this section and of the State technology plan. 

(1) SUPPLEMENT OTHER FUNDS- An assurance that funds receiv~d through the, 
grant-- " ' 

, (A) will be used to supplement, and not supplant, funds available from other sources 
for fechnology-related assistance, including the provision ofassistive technology 
devices arid assistive technology services; and 

" ­

(B) will not be ,used to pay ~'financial obligation for techn<;>logy-relaied assistance 
(including the provision of assistiv,e technology devices or assistive technology 
services) that would have been paid with amounts available from other sources if 
funds made available through the grant had not been available. 

(12) CONTROL OF FUNDS AND PROPERTY- An assurance that-­

(A) the'designated 'public agency shall control and administer funds made av~ilable 
through the grant; , ' 

(B) the designated public agency shall hold title to. and administer property purchased 
with such funds; and ' " 

, (C) an, individual with a disability may' control and use such property. ' 

(13) REPOR TS- An assurance that the State will-­

(A) prepare reports to the Secretaryat such time, in such manner, and:containing such' 
information as the Secretary may require to carry out the functions of the Secretary , 
under this section or section 105; and ' " 

" (B) keep such records and allow access to such records,~ the Secretary may require 
to ensure the correctness and verification of information provided to the Secretary , , ' 

: ' under this·paragraph. 

(14) COMMINGLING OF FUNDS­
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(A) IN GENERAL- An,assu~ancethat furids received threugh the grant wil1 not be, 
'c,ommingled'with State er other funds ..AF 

, (B),CONSTRUCTION;.' Subparagraph (A)' shall net be censtrued to prevent, 5ugject 
to. such requirements as the Secretary may establish cencerning,decumentation ~ 
'satisfactery to. the Se~tetary; peeling effunds received threugh the grant with ether, 
pub1lcer private funds to. achieve a geal specified in the grant applicatien invelved, as 
appreved by the~.secretary, ' ' 

. (15) FISCAL CONTROL'AND ACCOUNTINGPROCEDURES- An assurance thatthe 
State will adept such fiscal'centrel'and acceunting precedures asnlay b,e riecessary'te 
ensure proper disbursement ef~d acceunting fer funds received through the giant;, 

. ( 16) AVAILABILITY OFINFORMATION- An assurance that the State will 'make , 
available to. individuals with d~sabilities and their family members, guardiaris~ adv~cates"or 
autherized representatives infermatien 'cencerning technelegy,.related assistance in a ferm 
that will allew such persens to'effectively us~ such infermatien. ," 

. .,~. . '., . " ~ 

(17) AUTHORITY TO USE FlTh.roS~,Anassurance that the State Assistive Technelegy 

Office will have the autherity to. use funds made available threugh a,grant awarded under 

this sectien, ' " 


" , 

(18) TRAINING ACTIVITIES- An assurance that the State willdevelep and implem~nt 

strategies fer including persennel t,raining;regarding assi?tive technelogy within ether 

federally funded and State funded training initiatives to. ennance the assistive iechnelegy 

skills and cempetencies efpersonneL, ' ,,', ',' 


(19) LIMIT ON INDIRECT COSTS- An assurance that the percentage ef the funds made 

available under the grant that is u~ed fer indirect cests shall. net exceed, 10 percent. 


, (20) COORDINA. TION \\l1TH STATE COUNCILS- An assur~ce that the State Assistive 
Technelogy Office will ceerdinate the activities funded threugh, the grant made under this 
sectien with the activities carried out by ether ceuncils within the State, including-­

(A) any ceuncil er gemmis~ipn specified in the State plan previsien previded by the 
State in accerdance withsedien 101(a)(21) eftheRehabilitatien Act 6f'1973; , 

(B) the Statewide Independent Living Ceuncil established under sectien 705 ef the' 
Rehabilitatien Act eq 973; , '. . 

(C) the advisery panel established under sectien 612(,!)(21) efthe Individuals with 
Disabilities EducatienAc~ (20 U.S.c. 1412(a)(21»;' 

, ' 

(D) the State Interagency Ceerdinating Ceuncil established under section 641 ef the 
-Individuals with Disabilities Educatien Act (20 U.S.<=:. 1441);. " 

. . . . 

(E) the State DevelopinentaLDisabiiities Ceuncilestablished unde~ sectien 124 '~fthe 
Develepmental Disabilities Assistance and BillefRights Act (42U.S.C. 6024); , 

(F) 'the State men~al 'health planning ceuncil establisl,1ed under sectien 1914 ef the, 
.. Public Health Service Act (42 US.C. 300x-4);a:nd, . . 

(G) any ceunci'l established u~der se~tien204, 206(g)(2)(A),er7'12(a)(3)(H) efthe 
Older Americans Act ef 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3015, 301.7(g)(2)(A), er 305.8g«(l)(3)(H»). 

1 

(21) OTHER 'INFORMATIONAND ASSuRANCES- Such ether infermatien and 

assurances as th.e Secretary may, reasenably r~quire. . 
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(e) PROGRESS REPORTS- Each St~t~ that receives ~ grant under this section shal1 annual1y 
prepare and submitto the Secretary a report that documents pr:ogress in ~eeting the goals 

, described in subsection (d)(7) and maintaining a comprehensive statewide program of , " 
technology-related assistance, including-- , : ' , 

O 

(l) the results of the ann~al asse~~~ent described in' sub~ection(d)(8); 
(2) to the extent notaddress~d through"the measurenlent aDd'assessm~nt c~Iiducted under ' , 
paragraph (7) or (8) of subsection '(d), a description of the capacity building and advocacy" 
activities carried out by the State, including a description of any written policies and ",' 
procedures that the State has developed and implemented regarding access to, pro,vision of, 
,and funding for, assistivetechnology devices and assisiive technology services, partic,ularly . 
policies and procedures regarding access to, provision of, and funding for, such devices' and 
services under e~ucation (includin'gspecialeducation), vocational rehabilitation, and 
medical assistance prograins; ','" ' ' , 

(3) ifnot,addres'sedun,de~ paragraph (1) or (2); a,descriptionofthe degree ~f,invQlvement of 
various State agencies,and private entities: 'especially agencies and entities involved in 
providing health insurance and education,.in the development, implementation, and ' 
,evaluation of the program, including a description of any interagency agreements that the 
State has developed and impl~mented regarding 'access to, provision of, and funding for, " 
assistive technology devices,and assistive technology serVices~ such ,as agreement~ that ': 
identify available resources for assistive.techn610gy devices and assistive technology' 
services and the responsibility of each s4c~agency or entity for paying for such devices' and 

'services; and ' , ' , , 

'(4),any other information the S~cretary m'ay'reaSoQably require, ' 
". ."", ' - ' ~. ".'. '. '. .' ' , 

SEC. 103. 'SUPPLEl\fENTARY 1\HLLENNIUM GRANTS TO STATES FOR 
STATE AND LOCAL CAPACITY BUILDING. 

,(a) GR.Al'JTS TO STATES- " 

(1) IN GE~TERA,L-the S~cretary shall award supplementary grants, on a competitive 
basis--,, ',' ," ",",' ,<>, '," , , " 

" ' 

(A) to States, to carry out lor more ofthe targeted activities describedirfsubsection, 
(b) to expand the capacity ofthe,Statesto address the unmet assistive technology 
needs of individuals with disabilities; or ' , ' ' , , ' ',' 

(B) to'States; to provide funds to local entities onacompetitive basis,through 
subgrants or, any other mechanism, to enable each such .local en~ity to carry ,out 1 of 
the targeted activities described in subsection (c) to expand the capacity of the local 
entities to address the unmet needs of individuals with disabilities for assistive 

. '. ,technology ,and assistive technology services, especially the\lnmet needs of 
ullderrepresented popUlations" " 

" " 

(2)PERlOD- The Secr~tary ~h,dl award the gr~ts for periods or'notmore than 5 years: , 
" , ,,", t '", '. " ' " , c, , 

(3) ELIGIBLE ST ATES- To be eligible t6 receive a grant under this section, a' State shall 
, have'received a grani under section, 102. ' , ' '"" , , 

'(b) STA TE'WIDE CAP AClTY BUILDING ACTIVITIES- T~e State may use fund~ 'I11ade 
" :av~il~~le through a grant described in subsection (aJ(I )(A).to cal!Y out 1 or more ofthe following 

, actIVItIes: ' 

(1) Obtainin,g, underState law or through other equivalent means, the compliance of all 

'.,,' 

' 
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pubill;' agt::Ul;It:;::; in ihe Stat~with section~08 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which shall 
include establishing a mechanism for informing individuals with disabilities oftheir rights 
with regard to such section 508, addressing their complaints, and establishing a lead agency 
tc r::;~mitor 3.~d enforce compliance with such section 508. . . 

, (2) Developing and implementing, documenting, a,nd.reviewing a plan for enhancing the 
panicipation of all individuals with disabilities in the State, in education, .employment, 
transportation, and communication, and enhancing general access of the individuals, in 
ways that complementand exceed the, requirements for public and private entities under the, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101. et seq.), through-­. .,. 	 , 

(A) ~ncorporating concepts of universal design in physical struc~res, products, and 
servlces; or 

(B) providing fiscaJ-related incentives to public and private telecommunicatipri 
ventures.' . " '. 

. . 	 . 
(3) Developing and implementing activities'for incorporating the principles ofimiv'ersal 
design in theconstruction and renovation of facilities, information technology and 
telecommunications, and other products anci services such as transportation. ' 

(4) Planning and adopting S'tate personnel standards or professional certification procedures 
..'. that apply to individuals who, or entities that, provide 'assistive technology services. 

(5) ConductIng evaluations of assistive technology devices and "assistivetechnology 
services, including cOInp'utersoftware, for the purpose of evaluating and documenting the 
effectiveness, benefits, :and compatibility of the devices or services with other technologies, 
for individuals with disabilities. . ' 

(6) Engaging in another activity, pursuant to a priority mechanism announced by the, 
. Secretary, that will hav~ a statewide impact and address the uninet assistive technology 
needs ofindividuals with disabilities. 

, (c) LOCAL'CAP ACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES- The State may use funds made available 
. through a grant described 'in sup sect i on (a)( 1 )(B) to provide funds to local entities that submit 

acceptable plans" to enable each such local entity to carry out 1 of the following activities: . 
, 	 , , 

(I) Developing and implementing micro-Io~ and alternative financing programs' .. 
" 	 . . ' 

(2) Planning and carrying out equipment demonstrations ,in community settings frequented 
by the public. 

(3) Developing and implem'enting an equipment loan program involving long-term and ' 
short-term loans. , . , " ' 

(4) Devel9ping and implementing an equipment recycling program, 
, I' 	 . , . . 

. (5) Devetoping'andimplementing outreach activities and training, especially empowerment 
. training, for individuals with disabilities, teachers and parents of individ~als with' . 

disabilities, and underserved populations. ' . ' 

'. 	 (6) Carrying olit other initia,ives, including model innovative iriitiatives, that meet an unmet 
local need related to assistive technology.' . 

(d) AMOUNTS OF SUPPLEMENT MY d'RANTS­

, '(1) PAYME~,rrS TO STATES- ~he Secretaiy.'shall make payments to States~n:d to 
outlying areas that successfully compete forsupp]ementary grants awarded unc;ler.this 
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~ 	 , 

se~tion; iri accordanc~ wi th the requi~ememts of this section. 
. . 

(2) OBLIGATION M~"EXPENDITURE- A State that receives agrant u~derthissection 
may obligate and expend the funds made available through the grant during the period of 
the grant· ' '. '. . .::, . . . . '.' 	 . . " . . . 

~ -< ",,' :- " '. "" '-' " . ' 

(3)MATCHING REQUIREMENT- A State that receives a grant under this s~ction in an 
amount that ex~eeds $250,000 shall makeavailablenon-Federalcontributiqns in an amount . 
not Jess thim$~for every $2 of the amciunt that exceeds $250~000. . .. 

" " ~ 	 . 

(e) APPLICATIONS-AnyStafethafdesiresto receive a grant under this section shal1?~bmit to 
the Secretary anapplicatiop, at such tinie, and in such manner, as the Secretary may requite, that 

. contains the following infonpation and assurances: ' 
. ,.' 

; (1) PARTNERS­

.. (A): STATE ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY OFFICE- An assurance that the State' 
Assistive Technology Office designated under section 1 02(d)( 1 )(A) participated in 
thedeveJopmentof the application arid will participate in the implementati9n of the 
activities to be carried out under the grant, even if the State Assistive Technology 
Office is not the!,want applicant under this section. . 

(B) PARTl\TERS-'A description ·of th~ partners of the State involved in carrying but 
statewide activities under the grant, includi.ng:'- . 

, . . ,". , 	 ' 

(i)the. identity of each partner; 

(ii) the roi'e o(each.partner in the development of the application; 

.' (iii) the dpasity ofeach part,ner 1p co~tributeto the grant activities; ~d 

. (iv) the co.ntribution .of each partner to the grant .activities. 
, . , . '-'f . " . ' "' 

." 
(2) TARGETED IND]VIDUALS~ Ad"escription ~fhow targeted individuals, especially 
individuals with disabilities who use'as~istive technology, were involved in the 
development oftne application and will be involved in the imp,lementation of the activities 
to be'carned out under the grant. . 

(3) DAT A- Data that affected 'the selectio~ of the a~t{vities to be carried out under the grant. '" , 
'. 	 . ' . 

. '. 	 (4) RESOURCES- Adescripii~n of'State resources and other resources that have bee~ 
committed to carry oufthe a~tivities. . . 

. (5) G'OALS ANDI\CTNITIES~ 

(A) IN GENE~- A description of--· 

(i) thegoais the State has set f-or the suppiementary grant; and' . 
, ' ,"", 	 " 

'(ii) theactivities'the State will undertake to achieve such goals, in ac:c()rdance 
with 'the requirements ofsu1?sections (b) and (c). . . .,,' . 

(B) MEASURES OF GOAL ACHIEVEMENT- A description 'of how th~ State will < 

measur.e whe!her the goals set by the State have been achieved. '. '. . 

(Cj INVOLVEMENTOFINDNIDUALS'WITH'DISABILITIESOF ALL AGES 
AND THEIR F A,MILIES- A description of how individuals with disabilities of all 
.ages and their families-- .• ;- .' . . . . .... .. 

, . , . , 	 ." 
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(i),were involved 'in selecting-­
" 

(I)ihe goals; 
'1' 


, , , 

(II) the activities to be undertaken in achieving the goals; and 

(III) the measures to be used in judging if the goals, have been achieved; 
and ' 

\ 

(ii) will be involved in measuring whether the goals have),een achieved .. 

(6) ANNUAL ASSESSMENT. AriaSsurance that the State will ~conduct an '3ru;tual 
assessment of the activities carried out under the grant, in order to, determine-­
"' ' 

(A) the exte~ttowhichthe goals described in patagr~ph (5) have been achieved; and 
! ' , 

(B) the areasofneeq that require attention in the next year. 

(7) USE OF FUN1:)S- An assurance that funds received through the grant will be expended ' 
in accordance with the:provisions 6fthis section and of the application. ,', ' 

(8) SUPPLEMENT OTHER F:UNDS~ An assurance that funds received through thegrarit 
will be used to supple~ent,and not supplant, funds available from other Sources for any 
activity carried out under the grant. ' ' 

(9) REPORTS: An assurance that the State will, or will ensure,that a recip}ent ofassistance 
through -the grant will-~ .' ­

" , 

(A) ,prepare reports to .the Secretary at such time, in such manner, and containing such 
infom1ation a~tne Secretary may require to carry ou(the functions of the Secretary 
under this section or 'section 105; and' , 

(B) keep such records and aJlow access to such records as the'Secretary may require 
to ei1sure the correctness and verification of informatiori provided to the Secretary 
under this paragraph: ' " , , 

(10) COMMINGLINdOF 'FUNDS~" 

(A) IN GEl\TERAL- An, ass\Jrance.that funds received through the grant ~ill nQt be 
commingledwith State or other furids, .AF 

(B) CONSTl3-UCTION- Subparagraph (A) shall not be constru~d to pr~vent, subject 
to such requirements as the Sec.retary may establish concerning documentation , ' 
satisfactory to the Secretary; pooling of funds received through the grant with other '\ 
public or private funds to achieve a goal specified in the grant application involved, as 
appro\l,~d by the Secretary. ' . 

(11) FISCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES- An assurance that the , 
State will adopt,and will ensure that a recipient of assistance through the grant will adopt,. , 
such fiscal control and accoupting procedures· as may be necessary to ensure proper 
disbursement of and accounting for funds received through the.grant. 

(12) AUTHORITY:TO'USE FUNDS~ An assurance that, the partners described in 
paragraph (1 )(B) will have the authority to use funds made available through a grant 
awardedun,der this section. " , , 

(13) LIMIT ON INDIRECT COSTS- An assurance that the percentage of the funds made 
••* , 
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available 

under the grant that is used for ind,irect costs shall not exc'eed 10 percent. 

(14) OTHER INFORMATION AND'ASSURANCES- Such othe~ information and 
assurances as the Secretary may reasonably require. 

" ".J • 

(f) SUBMISSION-. 
. 	 " 

'~ 	 (1) JOINT SUBMISSION- When a State submits the State technol()gy plan for the State. 
under section 1 02( d), the State may jointly submit an application dt!scribed in subsection (e) 
for funding activities under this section. ' 

, . 	(2) SEPARATE INFORMA TION- In making such ajoint sllbmission the State shall ' 
distinguish between activities to be carried out under a grant awarded under section 102 and 

.. activities to be carried out under a 'grant awarded under this section, and include abudget 
that separately r~flects proposed expenditures for the 2 types ofgrant activities for each 
fiscal year invqlved. ' ' 

. (g) PROGRESS REPORTS- Each State that regeives a grant under this section; and anY other 

entity that receives assistance through a graht awarded uriderthis section, shall annually prepare 

and submit to the Secretary a report that documents the progress of theState or entity in meeting 

the goals described in subsection (e)(5), and any other information the Secr~tary may reasonably 

require. ' . . . 

SEC.! 04. STATE GRANTS FOR PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY RELATED 
TO ASSISTIVE TECHNO-LOGY. ' 

(a) GRANTS TO STATES," 
. ~ , . , " ,~ 

(1) IN GEI\T£RAl- On the appropriation offunds under s~ction 107, the Secretary shall 
make a grant toan en!ity in each State to support protection and advocacy services through 
the systems establisheq to provide protection and advocacy services under the ". 
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill ofRight~Act(42 V.S.c. 6000 et seq.) for" 
the purposes of assisting in the acquisition, utilization, or m~intenance ofassistive . 
technology or assistive techn<;>logy services for individuals with disabilities. 

(2) CERTAIN STATES- NotwithsttmdlQg par~graph (1), for ,a State that, on the day before 
the date'of enactment of this Act; was described in section 1 02(f)(1) of the 
Technology-Related Assistanc'e for Individuals With Disabilities. Act of 1988, the Secretary 
shall make the grant to the lead agency designated under section 101 (d) or the State ' 
Assistive Technology Office designated .under section 1 02(d)(1 )(A) iIi that State, whichever 

.'; is appropriate. The lead agency oroffice sh;3.l1 det~rminehow the funds made available 
under this section shall be divided among the entities that were providing 'protection and 
advocacy services in that State on'that day, and distribute the funds to the entities. In 
distrib1lting the funds, the lead agency or office shall not establish any further eligibi'lity or 
procedur~1 requirements for an entity in that State that supports protection and adyocacy , 
services through the systems established to provide protection and advocacy services under 
the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill ofRights, Act (42 U.S.c. 6000,et seq.). 
Such an entity shall comply with the same requirements (including reporting and 
enforcement requirements) as any other entity that receives f\lriding under paragraph.o). 

. • . . ;'" I ~". ! • ' 't ~. ..' ••.• • 

(3) PERiODS- The Secretary shall provideassistanc~,through 'such a grant to a State for 5 
years. 

(b) AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE­
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(1) GRANTS TO OUTLYING AREAS~Fr~m the funds appropriated under secti~n 107(a)' 
and reserved under clause (ii) of subparagraph (A), (B), or (9) of section 107(1))(1) for any 
fiscal 'year, the Secretary shan make a grant in an amount of not more than $30,OPO to each 
eligible system within :an outlying area. " 

(2) GRANTS TO ST ATES- For any fiscal year; after reserving funds to make grants under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall make allotments from the remainder of the funds ' 
described in paragraph (l) in accordance with paragraph (3) to eligible' systems within 
States to support protection and advocacy serVices as described in subsection(a). The' 

, Secretary shall make grants. to the eligibl~ systems from the allqtment~. , 
, , . 

(3) SYSTEMS ,WITHIN STATES­

, (A) POPULATION BASIS- Except as provided i~ subparagraph (B), from such 
remainder for each fiscal year, the Secretary .shall make an allotment to the eligible 
system within aStateofan amount bearing the same ratio to such remainder as the 
popUlation of the State, bears to the population of all States." , , , 

,'(B) MINIMUMS- Subject to the a~ail~bility of app~opriations to carry' out this " 
section, the allo~ment to any system under subparagraph (A) shall be not Jess than 
$50,000, and the allotment to any system under this paragraph for any fiscal year that 
is less than $50,000 shall be increased to $50,000. ' . .. '.. . 

\, .. -
(4) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLA TION- For any fiscal year, beginning in' fiscal year 2000,' 
in which the total amount appropriated and reserved as described in paragraph (1) exceeds 
the total amount $0 appropriated and reserved for the preceding fiscal year, the Secretary 
shall increase each Of the minimum allotments under paragraph (3)(B) by a percentage that 
shall not exceed the percentage increase in the total amount so appropriated and reserved 
between the ,preceding fiscal year and the fiscal ye,ar involved. ' 

(5) PROPORTIONAL REI>tiCTION- To provide m'inimum allotments to systems within " 
States (as increased uI1de,r paragraph (4)) under paragraph (3)(B),theSecret~ry shall 
proportionately reduce the allotmeryts of the remaining systems within States under " 
paragraph (3), with such adjustments as may ,be necessary to prevent the allotment ofany 
such remaining system within a State from being red'uced,to Jess than the minimum 
allotment for a system within a State (as increased under paragraph (4)) under paragraph 
(3)(B) ",'" ' ',' ", , ' , ' '. .... . " ; : .'.... ,', 

(6) REALLOTMENL Whenever the Secretary determines that' any amount of an allotment 
under paragraph (3) to a system within a State for any fiscal year willnotbe expended by 
such system in carrying out the provisio,ns oftnis section, theSecretaiy shall make such , 
amount available for carrying out the provisions ofthis section to 1 or more of the systems' 
that the Secretary d~termines will be able to use additional amounts,during such 'year for ' 
carrying out such prov,isions. Any amount made available to a system fonmy fiscal year , 
pursuant to the preceding sentence sh~n, for the purpos,es of this section, be,regarded as,an , ' 
increase in the allotment ofthe system (liS determined under thepreceding,provisions of this 
section) for such year. ' , , , 

(c) REPORT TO SECRETARY:- An entity that receives agrant under this ~ection ~han aru1Ually 
prepare ahd submit to the Secretary a report that contains such information as the Secretary may 
require, including documentation oftpe progress of the entity in-.. 

(l) conducting,consumer-responsive'3.ctivities, including activities that will lead to 
increased acc'ess; for"i'hdividualswith disabilities, to funding for assistlve technology 
devices and assistive technology services; , " 

(2) engaging in infonri~l advocacy to assist in securing a~sistive tec~ology and assistive " 
technology services,for individuals with disabiliti7s; " , ',,' ' , 

, ,1 
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(3) engaging in form~l representation f6r individuals with 'dis~b-ili'tiesto secure systems , 
, chang~, and in advocacy activities to secure assistive techn'ology and assistive technology 
services Jor individuaJs with disabilities; " , 

(4) developing anci impiementing strategies to enhance ' the long-term' abilities of individuals 
with disabilities and their family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized ' 

,',representatives to advocate the provision of assistive technology devices and .assistive 
technology services to which the individuals with disabilities are entitledunder law other 
than this Act; and ': ' ,:,,' , " " ' " 

(5) coordinating activities with proteCtion and advocacy services furlded through sources, ' 
, other than this title, and coordinating activities with the capati~y building and adv9cacy 
, activities carried out by the lead agency or State Assistive Technology Office, as 
appropriate, 

(d) REPORTS MTD UPDATES TO STATE AGENCIES- An entity that receives a grantunder 
this'$ection shallprepare and submit to the StateAssistive Technology Office the report des~ribed 
in subsection (c) and quarterly updates concerning the activities described in subsection (c).' 

(e) COORDINATION,.OIi making a grant underthis section to an entity in a State,the ~ecretary 
shall solicit and consider theopinion~,ofthe lead agency oqhe State designated under section 
toted), or the State Assistiv~ Technology Office; ~rn.chever is appropriate, with respect to efforts 
at coordination, collaboration, and prorri.oting outcomes between the Jead agency or the State 
Assistive Technology Office: as appropriate, and the entity that receives the grant under this 
section. ' 

I.. ·: ", 

SEC. 105. ADIVIINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS. 

(a) REVIEW OF PARTICIPATING ENTlTIES- , . 
. : , ' . 

, (l)IN GEl\TERAL- The Secretary shalJassess th~ extent to which entities,thai receive grants 
pursuant to this title 'are complying with the applicable' requirements of this title aJ,ld ", 
achieving the goals that are' consistent with'the requirements of the grant programs under 

" , ' which the entities applied for the grants. ' . ' 
~ I 

, (2) ONSITE VIsITS OF STATES RECEIVING CERTAIN G~TS-

(A) IN GEl\TERAL~ The Secretary shall .conduct an onsite visit-­. . . . 
~ : . 

, (i) for each State that receives a grant tInder section lor and that would have ' 
been in the thjrd or fourth year of it ' ',' " . 

second extension grant under the Te~imology~Related Assistance for IndividualS' With Disabiliti~s Act 
of 1988 if that Act had been reauthqrized for that fiscal year, prior to the end of that year;: and ", 

.(ii) for each State that receIves a grant under section 102, prior to the end 'of the 
fourth year of that grant.' '" " ' '",' ;. '. , , 

. . .' . .' 

(8) UNNECESSARY VISITS· TheSecretary'shalJ not be required to conduct a visit 
ora State described in clause (i) or (ii) of subparagraph (A) if the Secretary, ,,' 
determines.that the'visit is,not necessary to assess'whether theSfate is making 
significant progress toward development and implementation of a comprehensive 
state"wide program of technology-related assistance:' ' , 

'(3 )A.DVANCEPUBLlC NOTlCE- The Secretary spall provide advance p~blic notic~'of an 
onsite visit conducted under paragraph (2) and solicit public coinment thiough such notice 

" ~ 
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, " , 

from iargt:ac:u mdividuals, regarding State goals and related activities to achieve stich goals 
funded through a grant made under section 101 or 102, as appropriate. 

(4) ~,1TI\TI~11J1\~ REQUIREMENTS~'At a minimum, the visit shall allow the Secretary to 
. determine the extent. to w.hich the State is making progress in meeting State goals and 
maintaining a compreh,ensive s.tatewide program of technology-:related assistance consistent 
wi in lne purposes described in section 2(b)(1). ....' .. " , '.,' 

(5) PROVISION OF INFORMATION. To assist the Secretaryin c~ng out the 
responsibilities of the Secretary under this. section, the Secretary may require States to 
provide relevant information. 

'" 

(b) CORRECTNE ACTION AND. SANCTIONS­

(1 ) CORRECTIVE ACTION- Ifthe Secretary determines that an entity' fails to substantially 
comply with the' requirements of this title with respect' to a grant program, the Secretary .. 
shall assist the entity ~hrough a technical assistance center fundedurider section 1 060r other 
means, within 90 days after such determination, to develop a corrective action plan. . . 

(2) SANCTIONS· An: entity that fails to develop and comply with a corrective action plan . 
as described in paragraph (1) during a fiscal year shall be subject to 1 of the following 

. corrective actions selected by the Secretary: 
, .' . 

(A) Partial or complete ·fund termination under the grant program. 
. . . , .'. . 

(B) Ineligibility, to parti~ipate in the grant program :in the fo1l6~ing year . 

. (C) Reduction in funding for the following year under the grant program. 

(D) Required redesignation of the lead agencydesignat~d under section 101(d) or an 
entity responsible for administering the'grant program. 

(3) APPEALS PROCEDURES- The Secretary shall establish appeals. procedures for entities. 
that are found to be innoncompliance with the requirements ofthisiitle. 

(c) AN1\TUAL REPORT-
" 

. (1) IN . GENERAL- Not lat~r than December 31 of each year, the Secretary shall prepare, 
and submit to the President and to Congress, a report on the activities funded under this Act, 
to improve the access of individuals with disabilities to assistive technology devices and 
assisti've technology services. . , 

(2) CONTENTS· Such report shall include information on--, 

(A) the demonstrated successes of the funded activities in improving interagericy . 
coordination relating to assistive technology, streamlining access to funaing for 
.assistive technology, and producing beneficial outcomes for users ofassistive . 
technology; . 

(B) the demonstration activities carried out through the funded activities to-­

(i) promote acc~s~ to such funding in public programs that were iit exist~nce ori: 
the date ofthejnitiation of the demonstration activities; and' , ; 

. . . . 

. (il) establish ~dditional options for obtaining such funding; . 

(C) the education and training activities carried out through the funded activities to ' 
educate and train targeted individuals about assistive technology, including increasing 
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': . 

awareness of fundi:qg through public programs for'assisti~e tecMoldgy; 
, .' , ' . 

(D) the research activiti~s carried out through the fun~ed activities to improve 
understan~ing;pfthe costs 'and benefits of access to assisiive tecMology for . 
individuals with disabilities wllo'represent a varietY ofages.aIfd tYPes ofdisabilities; 

• J 

(E)the progr$ out"reach actiyities to rural andipner-city ar~as tha,t ~e.calried out' 
through the funded activities; . . ". . . . . ". ". 

. . ..,' . .' 

(F), the activities carried out through the funded activities that are targeted to reach 
underrepresen~ed populations and rural populations; and 

(G) the consumer involvement activities carried outthrough the funded activities. .' '. . , .' . 

(3) AVAlLABILITYOF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY DEVICES ANI> ASSISTIVE' 
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES- As soon as practicable, the Secretary shall include in the 

.. ann.ual report required by this subsection infonnation on the availability of assistive 
tecMology devices and assistive tecMology. services. If the Secretary detennines that a 
national classificll!ion·.sys,tem for,assistive tec.Mology devices and assistivetecMology 
services has been developed the Secretary shaV present such infonnation in the report in a , 
manner consistent with such national c1assif?cation system. . 

(d) EFFECT ON OTHE~A,SSISTANCE- This title may not pe construed as authorizing a Federal 
or a State agency to reduce medical or other assistance available, o~ to alter eligibility for a benefit 
or service, under any othe~,Federal law... : 

. . 

SEC. 106. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE p:ROGRA1\l. 

(a) IN GENERAL- Through grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements, awarded on a 
. competitive basis, the Secretary is authorized to 'fund a tecMital assistance program to provide 

tecMical assistance to entities, principally entities funded under any of sections' 10 1 through 104. 

(b) INPUT-In d~signing the,program to be fu~<;led under this. section,and. in deciding .the 
.differeJ}ces iIi function between national and regionally based tecMical assistance.efforts carried 
.out through the prognim, the Secretary shall consider the input of the directors' of comprehensive 
statewide programs' of technology-related assistance and other individuals. the Secretary . 
. detennines tobe appropriate,especialIy-- . . 

(1) individuals "'ith disabilities who use assistive t~chnology ~d understand the barriers to 
the acquisition of such technology and ~sistive technology services; , " 

(2) family member~, guardlans,aclvocates, and authorized represen.tatives of s~ch 
individuals; aJ}d '. . '. .'.... . '.' ..'. .... 

(3) indiv~duals employed by protection and advocacy systems funded under section 1O~. 

(c) SCOPE OF TECHNICAL ASSIST ANCE­
":.' 

(1) NATIONAL PUBLIC INTERNET'SrrE­
. , 

(A) EST ABLISHMENT OF INTERNET SITE- The Secretary shall fund the 
establishment anp maintenance,Of a.Natiorial P~blic Internet ~ite for t,he purposes of 
providing to individuals with disabilities and the general-public technical assistance 
and information on increased access tOaSsistive technology devices, assistive . 
technology services, and"other disability-related :r:-esources. .' . 

(B) ELIGIBLE E;NTITY-Tobe:eligible to receive a grantorentetinto'a contract or 
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cooperative agreerri(mt under subsection (a) to establish and mairitain the Internet site, 
an entity shall be an institutio'n of higher education that emphasizes research and 
engine~ring, has a mUltidisciplinary research center, and has demonstrated expertise 
in-- ,,' " ' , , . 

(i) workingV:'ith assistive technology and intelligent agent intemctive 
iJ;tformation dissemination systems; 

(ii) m~aging'libraries of assistive technology and disability-related resources; 

, (iii) delivering education, information, and referral services to individuals wi~ , 
disabilities';inc1uding technology-based curriculum development services for 
adults with low-level reading skills; " 

'(iv) dev~loping cooperative partnerships with the private sector, particularly 
with'private sector computer software; hardware, 'and Internet services entities; 
and ' 

(v) developing and designing advanced Internet sites. 

,(C) FEATtiRES~'OF INTERNET :SITE- The Nati~nal Public Internet Site described 
in ~ubparagr,aph (A) snaIl contain the following features: ' 

" '\' '", ,,' , " , " , 

(i) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION AT ANY TIME- Th~ site shall be 
designed so that any member ofthe:public may obtain information posted on 
the site at any time. , ' ',' ' 

, , 

(ii)INNOVATIVE,AUTOMATED INTELLIGENT'AGENT- The site shall be 
constructed with ,an innovative automated intelligent agent that is a diagnostic 
tool for assisting users in problem definition and the selection of appropriate 
assistive.technolbgy devices and assistive technology services resqurces. 

(iii) RES,OUR<;ES­

;, ,(I),LIBRARY ON ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY .. The site shall include 
access to a comprehensive working library on assistive'technology for all 
environments, including home, workplace, transportation, and other 
environments. ",,' ' 

. 1 . 

" 

(II) RESOURCES FOR ANUMBER OF DISABILITIES- The site shall 
" 

include resources relating to the' large~t possible number of disabilities, 
, inclucing resources relating to low-Ievel,reading skills. " ' 

, (iv) LINKS TO PRIVATE SECTOR RESOURCES AND NORMATjON­
'To the extent feasible, the site shaH ,be linked to relevant private sector 
resources and, information, under agreements developed betweeI) the institution 
ofhighet education and cooperating private sector entities. 

(D) MINIMUM LIBRARY COMPONENTS- At a minimum, the Internet site shall 

maintain upaated information on-~ , " 


(i) how to plan, develop; implement, and evaluate activities to further extend 
. comprehensive statewide'pro~ams oftec?n0logy-related assistance, including 
the develop~ent and replIcatIOn ofeffectIve approaches to-­

(1) pr6vidinginfonnation and referral services; 

(II) pr.ol1?oti~g interagency coordination 'of training and serVice delivery, 
, ' - I ' ' 
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, , among public and privat~ entities; 

(III) conducting outreach to undelJepresentedpopulations and rural 
populations; , , '. 

(IV) mountingsucces~ful public awarenessadivitles; 

(V) improving capa~ity building in seivicedeiivery; . 
" .. 

(VI) training'personnelfr0I11 a'vanety of disciplines;' an~ 

(VII) improving evaluation strategies, res~arch, and data collection; . 	 . . . . 

(ii) effective approaches to the development ofconsumer-controlled syst'ems' 
that increase access to, funding for, and awareness of, assistive technology 
devices andassistive technology serVices; . . 

. 	(iii) succe~sful approaches to increasing the availability of public arid private' 
funding for and access to the provision ofassistive technology devices and . 
assistive technology services by appropriate State agencies; and . 

,. ,. 	 >, ' 

(iv)de;mdnstrationsites where individuals may try out assistive technology .. 

(2) TECHNICAL ASSIST ANCE EFFORTS- In carrying out the technical assistance 
program, taking into account the iDPut required 'under subsection (b), the Secretary shall 
ensure that entities-- '. . . 

(A) address State-speCific information requests concerning assistive technology from 
other entities funped under this title and publi~ entities not funded under this title, ' 
including-- ' 

" 	 (i) requests for state-of-the-art, or model, Federal, State, and local laws, . 
regulations, policies, practices, procedures, and organizational structures, that· 
facilita'te, and overcome barriers to, funding for, and access to, assistive ' 
technology devices and assistive technology, services;, . 

(ii) requests for examples of policies, practices,proceduies, regulations, .. 
administrative hearing decisions, 'or legal actions,that ha\le enh~mc'ed or may 
enhance access'to funding for assistive technology devices and assistive 
.technology services for individuals,with disabilities;.' , 

(iii) iequestsfor information on effective approaches t6 Federal-State .' 
.' coordination ofprograrns for individua]s with disabilities,'related to improving . 
. fund inK for, or access to assistive technology devices and assistive technology . 

services for individuals with disabilities of all ages;· 

(iv) requests fo~inforrTIation o.nerfectiveappro~ches tothedevelopment of 
consumer-controlled systems that increase acd~§s to, funding for, and 
awareness of, assistive technology devices and assistive technology services, 
including informatio.n on the identification and description of mechanisms and 
means that successfully support self-h~lp and, 'peer mentoring groups for: 
individuals with disabilities;, .. ' '.' . 

(v) other requests fortec1micaLassistance from other entities funded under this 
title,and p,ublic entities' not funded under this titl,e; and 

(vi) other a;signments specifi~d by the Secretary, including assisting entities 
described insection I 05(b) t6 develop corrective action plans; and ; . 

. 	 ',' 
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(B) assist 'targeted iridividuals .by disseminating information about-­

(i) Federal, State, and local laws, regulations, policies,praCtices, procedures, 
arid orgahizational structures, that facilitate, and overcome barriers to, funding 

. for, and.access to, assistive technology devices and assistive technology .' 
services, to promote fuller independence, productivity, and inclusion in soCiety 

, for individuals with disabilities of all ages; and 

(ii) technicalassistance activities undertaken under subparagraph (A). 

(d) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES- To be' eligible to compete for grants, conir~cts, and cooperative' 
agreements under this section, entities shall have documented experience with and expertise in 
assistive technology service delivery or'systems, interagency coordination, and capacity building 
and advocacy activities. ,., . .' . ' ' , 

(e) APPLICATION- To be eligible to rece~ve a grant, contract, or cooperative agree~ent under 
this section, an entity shal.I submit an application to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such inforniation' as the Secrelary may require. . . "': . 

SEC. 107. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPIuATIONS•. 

(a) IN GENERAL- There are authorized to'be appropriated tOCaIT)' Qut this title $36,000,000 fof' 
fiscal year 1999 and such su~s as may be necessary for fiscal'years 2000 thiough 20Q4. 

(b) RESERVATIONS OF FUJ\TDS­

(l)IN,GEt'-TERAL- Except as proyided in paragraphs (2) through (4)~-

(A) if the amount appropria~ed und~~ subs~ction (a) for afiscal year is Jess tha~ 
$33,000,000-- ' 

, ,1 ~ 

(i) 87.5 percent of the ,amountshall be reserved ,to fund grants urider sections 
101 and 102; " ' 

. (Ii) 7.9 pe;cfmt shall be reserVed to fund grants ~nde~ section 104; and . 

(iii) 4.6percent shall be,reserved for. activities funded 'under section i 06; . 
• I ..' • ' 

(B) if the amount appropriate9 under subsection {a)for a fiscai year is not less thall ' 
$33,000,000 and is less than $36,000,000 ..- '. . ,' 

(i) 85 perc'e~t of the amount shall be rese~ed t,o fund irants upder sections 1 01 
and}02; : . 

(ii) 11 pergent shall be reserved to fund grants urid~r section 104; and 

(iii) 4 percent shall be reserved for activities funded under section 106; and 

(C) i.f the amount appropriated under subsection ( a) for a' fiscal year is not less than 
.$36,000,000--', . . . 

. (i) 80 percent of the amount sh~ll be reserved to fund grants under sections. 1 0 l, 
1 02, and (tot~eextent provide~ in paragraph (2))103; 

(ii) 15 percent shall be reserved to fund grants unde.r sectionl 04; and 
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(iii) 5 percent shall be 'reserved for activities funded under section 106: 

.. (2) CONDITION APPLICABLE TQ SUPJ)LEMENTARY GRANTS~ Beginning in fiscal 
year2000, if the amount appropriatedund.er subsection (a) for a fiscal year is not less than 

.. $40,000,000; the Secretary may reserve 'not more than 5 percehtofthe' amount to fund . 
· gn'mtr; under section '103. ' , 

. • 1, 

. '. 

(3) RESER V A TION P,OR CONTINUATION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE' . 
, IN1TIA TIVES- For fiscaI'.year 1999,the Secretary may use funds reserved under clause (iii). 
" of subparagraph (A), (~);'or (C) ofparagraph (Ilto continue funding technical assistance. 

initiatives that were funded in fisqlyear '1998 under theTechnoI6gy-R~lated. ~ssistance for 
· Individuals With Disabilities Act' of 1981 " . ,,"', ' .' .', .

" -.... . " 

(4) ReSERVATION FOR,ONSITE ViSITS- The Secretary may reserve, from the amo.~nt , 
appropriated under subsection (a) for any fiscal year; such surrisas the Secretary considers 

, . to be necessary for the purposes of conducting-onsite visits as required by, secti~n 1 05( a)(2). 

,TITLE II...;NATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

. Subtitle A--Rehabili(ation' Act of 1973 
, ';: ~~- . 

SEC. 201. COORDINATION OF FEDERAL RESEARCH EFFORTS. ' , ., . -, 

Section 203 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (as amendeaby section 405 of the Workfor~~ 
Investment Act of 1988) is amended-~ , '., " 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)~ by inserting after 'programs,' insert 'including programs relating to 
assistive technology research and research ,that incorporates the principles of universal 

. design,'; '. 

(2) in subsection (b)-,­ l' 

(A) by inserting '.(1)' before.'After receiving'; :: 

(B) by striking 'from individuals 'with' disabilitie~ and the individuals' repres~ntatjves' 
and inserting' from targeted individuals'; '. , . .. , 

(C) by inserting after 'research' the' following: (incl~ding !lssisti~e technblogy' '; 
.. research and research that incorporates the principles of universal design)'; and: 

. (D) by adding at. the end' the foilowing: 

'(2) In ca;.rying out its duties with.respect to the conduct ofFeder~~ research (includihg assistive 
technology research ~d research that incorporates the'principles 'ofuniversal design) related to 
rehabilitation of individuals with disabilities, the Conimittee shall--' :. . . 

'(A) share information regarding the ringe ofassisti:ve technologyresearcl), and research 
·thatincorporat~s the principles ofuniyersal design, thatis being carried. out by members of 
the Co.mmittee and other:Federal dep~inents and organizations; 

"(B) identify, ~d mak~efforts to address', gaps in assistivetechnology r'eseax:ch.and research 
that incorporates the principles of universal design that are not being 'adequately addressed; , 

'(C) identify, and establish; clear research priorities related to assistive technology research 
and research that incorporates the principles ofuniversal design for the Federal . . 

· Government; . . 
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'(D) promote interagency collaboration and joint research activities relating to assistive ' 
, technology research and research that incorporates the principles ofuniversal design at the 
F.:.G..:;ral level, and reduce unnecessary duplication of effort regarding these types of research 
within the Federal Govemrrient; and, . " , 

'(.£) optImize the productivity ofCommittee members through resoUrce sharing and other 
cost-saving activities,jelatedto assistive technology research and research til at incorporates 
the principles of universal design.'; , 

(3) by striking subsection (c) and inserting the following: 

, (c) Not later than Decembet: 310feach year, the Commit:tee ~hall prepare and submit, to the 
President and 'to the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee'on Labor'and Human Resources of the Senate, a report that--' ' 

'(1)' describes the progress of the Corn'mittee infulfi1li~g the duties described in subseCtion 
(b);' ' , 

'(2) makes such reconlmendations as the Committee determines to be appropriate with 
respect to coordination of policy and development o(objectiv~s and priorities for all Federal 
'programs -relating to the conduct of research, (including assistive technology research and, 
'research that incorponites the principles of universal design) related to rehabilitation of 
'individuals with disabilities; and' ' ' 

'(3) describes the activities that the Committee reco~ended to be funded through gra~ts, 
contracts, cooperative agreements, and other mechanisms, for assistive technology research 
and development and research and development that. in90rporates the prinCiples ofuniversal " 
design, '; and , . 

(4) by adding at the en~, the following: 

'(d)( 1) In order to promote coordinatlonand cooperation among F eci~raJ departments and ageri~ies, 
conducting assistive technology research programs, to reduce duplication of effort among the" 
programs, and to incre~se the availability of assistive technology for individuals with disabilities, 
the Committee may recommend activities to be"funded through grants, contracts or cooperative 
agreements, or other mechanisms.,­

'(A) in joint research projects for assistive technology research and research that 
incorporates the principles of universal design; and " 

'(B) in 'other programs designed to promot~ acohesive, strategic Feder~l program of 
research described in subparagraph (A). " 

'(2) The projects and programs described in"paragraph (1) shall bejointlyadrriinist~red by at least 
2 agencies or departments with rep~esentatives on the Committee. ' ',' , ' 

'(3) In recommending activities to be fundedi'n the projects and progr~s, the Committee shall 
obtain input from targeted individuals,and other organizations and individuals the Committee" 
determines to be appropriate,' 

concerning the a~ailability and potential.of te9hriology for individuals with disabilities. 

'(e) In this section, the terms 'assistive technology', 'targeted individuals', and 'unlvers~l design'. 
have the meanings given the terms in section'3' of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998.'. ' 

SEC. 202. NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY. 
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Section 401 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (as amended by s'ec;tion 4()7 of the Workforce 
. Investment Act of 1998) is amended by adding 'at the end the following: ' 

.~; (c)( 1) No/later than Dece~ber 31, 1999, 'the' C:ouncil shail'pre~are'a report describing' the barriers 
.in Federalassistivetechnology policy to in~reasing the availability of and acpess toassistive . 
techilology devices and assistive technology services for individuals with 'disabilities. 

'(2) In preparing the report,the Council sh~il obtain input from' the National Instituteot:J Disability 
and Rehabilitation Resel:!Ich and the, Association of Tectl Act Projects, and from targeted.. . 
individuals, as defined in section 3 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998. 

'(3) The Council shall submit the report, 'along with such re~ommendations as the Council . 
. determines to be .appropriate, to the Committee on LaboT and Human Resources of the Senate and 

the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representat.ives.' .. 
, , . , '. '",',:: '., 

~~i~tpi:NRC\:H~b~i1~LAND. TRANSPORTATION B,ARRIERS 

(a) IN GENERAL- Section 502 ofthe Rehabilii~tion Act of 1973 (29US.C. 792)ls amended-­

(l)by redesl~ating sub~ections (d) thro~gh (i) as subsections (e)t~ough Q), respectively; , ' 

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the follbwing: 

'(d) Beginning in fiscal year:2000, the Access Board, after consultation with the Secretary, 
representatives of such ,public andpnvate entities as the Access Board determines t6 be· 
appropriate (induding the electronic and information technology industry), targeted individuals 
(as defined in section 3 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998), and State:information 
technology officers, shall provide training for Federal and State employees on any obligations 
related to s,ection 508 of the Rehal?ilitation Act of 1973.',; and ' .' 

,': (3) in the second sentence of paragraph (1) of subsection (e) (as redesignated in paragraph 
(1», by striking 'subsection(e)' arid inserting 'subsection (1)'. ' 

. . ~', 	 ' ~ 

(b) CONFOR.MING AMENDMENT ~ Section 506(c) of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 
794(c» is amended by striking 'section 'S02(h)(J)'.and inserting ~secti'on 502(i)(I)'.. 

. Stlbtitle B-Otber National Activities 

SEC . .21 f~ SlVfALL 'BUSINESS' IN CENTIVES .. 

. , (a) DEFTh.TJ:TION- In this section', the term 'small business' means a~inal1-businessconcern, as 
described if} section 3(a) of the Small Business Act (15 US.c. 632(a»). ; '" 

- ' ~' 	 .' . ~,. . 

(b) CONTRACTS FOR DFSjGN, DEVELOPMENT~ AND MARKETING- " 
", . 

, (1) IN GENERAL- T~~ Secr~tary may enter into contracts. with s~all businesses, to assist 
such businesse~ to design, develop, and market assistive technology devices or assistive 

. " '. technology services, In entering intothe contracts, the Secretary may gi~e preference to . 
. businesses owned or operated QY individuals wit4 disabilities.. • . ' 

(2) SMALL BUSINES$ INNOV ATIVERESEARCH PROGRAM- Contr~~ts entered into 
.' pursuant to paragraph (l )'shall be administered in accordance with the contract, .' 

administration requirements applicable to the Depariment of Education under the Small 
. Business Innovative Research Prograrfl, as described in section 9(g) of the Small Business." 

" 	Act'(15.,U.S.C. 638(g»~ Contracts entered into pursuant to par'l-graph (l) shall not be 
included in the calculation of the required expenditures of the Departme~(~nder section 9(1) 
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ofsuch Act (15 o.S£. 638(f)). 

(c) GRANTS FOR EY ALUATION AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON' 
EFFECTS OF TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER-The Secretary may make grants to small businesses 
to enable such businesses-- . ;; . 

(1') to work with any <?ntity funded by the Secretary to evaluate and disseminate information 
on the effects of technology transfer on the lives of individuals with disabilities; 

(2) to benefit from the experience and expertise ofsuch entities~ in c,onducting such 
evaluation and dissemination; and 

(3) to utilize any te'c~ology transfer and market ~~search ~erVices such entities provide, to 
. bring new assistive technology devices and assistive technology services into commerce . 

. ' SEC. 212. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND UNIvERSAL DESIGN. 

(a) IN GEhTERAL- The pirector of the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation 
. Research'may collaborat'e:with the Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technology Transfer 

established under section ll(e)ofthe Stev~nson-Wydler Technology Innovation·Act of 1980 (15 
US.c. '371 O(e», to promote"technology transfer that . 

will further development of assistive technology and products tharincorpotate the principles of universal . . I· .

deSlgn..,:,. .... :. . . 

(b) COLLABORATION- in promoting the technology transfer, the Director and the Consortium 
described in subsection (a) may collaborate-:- . 

(1) tb enabi~ the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research to wo~k more 
effectively with the Consortium, and to enable the Consortium to fulfill the responsibilities 
of the Consortium' to (issist Federal agencies with technology transfer under the 
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act.of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3701et seq); 

.. 
(2) to increase the awareness of sta'rf members ~f the F~deral-Laboratories regarding .' 
assistive technology issues and the principles of universal design;'" '. 

(3) to compile a compendium of current and projected Federal Laboratory technologi~s and 
proj ects that. have or will haVe an intended or recognized iIIlpact on the available range of 

.. assistive technology for individuals wi~h disabilities, including technologies and projects 
that incorporate the principles of universal design, as appropriate; , 

. (4) to develop strategies for applying develop~ents iriass'istive technology and universal· 
design to)nainstream t.echnology, to improve economies of scale and commercial incentives 

. for assistive technology; and· . 

(5) to. cultivate developments in assistive technology and univers~l design through. . 
demonstration projects and evaluations, conducted with aSsistive technology professionals 

. and potential users of assistive technology . 

. (c) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND COOPERATNEAGREEMENTS- The Secretary may make' 
grants to or .enter into .contrac~s or ~ooperative agreements with cOllJll1erciaI, non-profit, or OtheL . 
organizations;inc]udiIig·institutions of higher education, to facilitate interaction with the. 
Consortium .to achieve the objectives of this sectipn. • 

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONSORTIUM- Section 11(e)(1) of the Stevenson-.W;dler 
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.c. 3710(e)(1» is arnenped-- . 

, , 
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(I) in ,subparagraph (I), by striking'; and' and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subparagrap~ q), by~triking the period aI;ld illserting ';and'; and . 

(3) by .~ddi,ng at the end the following: " 

. (K) work with the Director of the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation 
Research to' compile a compendium ofcuiTent and projected Federal Laboratory '. 
technologies and projects that have or will have an iritenqed or recognized impact on the 
available range of assistive technology for individuals with disabilities (as defined in ?ection 
3 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998), including technologies and projects that 
incorporate the principles ofliniversal design (as defined ip section 30fsuch Act), as 
appropriate.'. ." . 

SEC. 213. UNI'\'ERSAL DESIGN'IN PRODUCTS AND THE BUILT 

.ENVIRONMENT. ' ' 


The Secretary may make grants to commercial or otherenterprises and instinitionsofhigher .. 
education-for the research and development of universal design concepts for products (including 
infonnationtechnology) and the built environment. In making such grants, the Secretary shall give 
preference to enterprises and institutions that are owned or operated by individuals with" '., ' 
disabilities. The Secretary shall define the tenn ,'built environment' for purposes of this section.' 

" SEC. 214. OUTREACH. L. 

., 

(a) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY IN.RURAL QRIMPc)VERlSHED VRSAN AREAS- The 
Secretary may make grants,enter into cooperative agreements; or provide financial assistance 
through other mechanisms, for projects designed to increase tile availability of assistive' 
technology for rural and impoverished urban populations, by detennining the unmet assistive 
technology needs of such populations, and designing and implementing programs to meet such 
needs. " . .' 

. (b) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGYFOR CHILDREN .AND OLDER INDIVIDUALS- The , 
, Secretary may make grants, enter into cooperative agreements, or provide financial a,ssistance 
. through other mechanisms; fOLprojects designed to increase the avaiJabilityof assistive 
technology for populatioris of children and older individuals, by detennining the unmet assistive 
technology needs of such populatic)lls, and designing and implementing programs to meet such 
needs,,·;,·'·,· 

SEC. 215. TRAiNING PERTAINING TO REHABILITATION ENGJNEERS AND 
TECHNICI{\NS. .1 • 

(a) GRMTTS A1\TO CONTRACTS:. The Secretary shaH ~akegr~ts, :or enter into contracts with, 
public and private agencies and:organizations, including institutions of higher education, to help 
prepare students, including students prepafing to.be·rehabilitation technicians, and faculty working 
in the field of rehabilitation engineering, for careers'related to the provision of assistive 
technology devices,and assistive technology services ..' ...... '. ,...' . 

. ". ' . , . . " . 
J 

(b) ACTIVITIES- An agency or <;>rganization that receiVeS a grant 'or contract under subsection (a) 
,may use the funds made available through the grant or contrac~-'" '. . . " " . 

. (I) to provide training programs for individuals employed or seeking employment in the 
field of rehabilitation engineering, including postsecondary education programs; . 

(2) to provide wO,rkshops, seminars; and ,conferences concerning rehabilitation engineering' , . 
that relate tO,the use ofassistive technology devices and assistive technology services to . 
improve the lives of individuals with disapilities;and . 
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(3) to design, d~velop, and disseminate curricuiar materials to ,be used in the training 

, programs, workshops"seminars, and conferences described in paragraphs (1) and (2). 


SEC..216. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY TAXONOMY. 

(a) STUDY,. The Secretary may, directly or (if necessary) by.entenng into contracts9r cooperative 
agreements with appropriate entities, conduct a study to deterrriine the benefits of and obstacles to 
implementing throughout the Federal Government the single assistive technology taxonomy 
developed by the Department. " 

, ' 

(b) REPORT- Not later than December 31; 1999,the,Secretary shall prepare and submit to the 
CO~1ittee on Educati<?n arid the Workforce of the House of Representatives and,theCommittee 
on Labor and Human Resources of the Senate a report that contains information detailing the: 
benefits and obstacles described in subsection (a) and that contains stich policy recommendations 
as the Secretary determines ,to be appropriate. 

, . , . 

SEC. 217. PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT OF PEOPLE' 
WITH DISABILITIES. 

(a) PROGRAMS~ The Preside~t's Committee,on Employment ofPeopleWith Disabi'lities 
, (referred to in this section as 'the Committee') may design, develop"and implement programs to " 

increase the voluntary participation of the private sector in making information technology' 
accessible to individuals with disabilities, including increasing the involvement of individuals 

',with disabilitiesi~ ,the design; development, and manufacturing ofinformationt~clmology,. 
. , . ".;' 

, (b) ACTIVITIES- TheCornrnittee maycany out activities through the programs that may 

, include-- " ' , 


(I) the development and .coordination of a task force, whic~--" 
" ' 

, ,(A) shall develop and disseminate information on voluntary best practices for 
universal accessibility in information 'technology; and', . " ' 

~ . ".\ ' }',: ',' 

(B) shal1~onsist ofmembers of the public and private sectors;i~cluding--', ' 

(i) representatives of organizations representing individuals with disabilities; , 
and ',' " ", , , " ' " 

, , 

, , 

(ii) individuals with disabilities; and 

(2) the design, development, 'and impfementatiQn ofoutreach programs to promote the 
adoption of best practices referr~d'to' in paragraph (1 )(B). ' ;:, , 

(~) COORDINATION- The 'Committee shall c~ordinate the activl'ties of the Committee under this 
,section, as appropriate, with.the activities of the National InstituteonDi~ability and Rehabilitation 
Research and the activities 0'£ the Department of Labor. ' " , ",' ,',, 

, ..' . 

"(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE~ The Committee may providetechnlcal'assistance concerning 
the programs carried out under tlUs section and may reserve such portion of the funds appropriated 
to cany out this section as the Committee d~termines to be neces~ary to provide the technical .' . 
assistance. . ", 

(e) DEFINITION-,In ~thls section,the lerm ;,iriformation technoiogy' mean'sa~y equipment or 
. interconnected system or subsystem ofequipment, that is used. in the liutoni,~.tic acquisition, 
stor~ge, manipulation,management, movement, control, display, switching, interchange, 
transmission, or reception of data' or inform'ation; including a computer, ancillary equipment, 

. . , ", . 
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soft:v.:are, finnware and similar procedures, services (including support services), and related 
resources. 	 '.: ' ',' ' ;,', 

SEC. 2I8.AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. -.. ',~, . . 

,(a) IN GEi'mRAL- There are authorized to be .appropriatedtoj::~out this title.andthe~' 
provisions described in subsecti~:m (b)O), $15,000,000 for fiscal year 1999, and such sums as may, 
be necessary for each of fiscal years 2000 through 2004. 

. ' 

(b) RESERVATIONS- Of the funds appropriated under subsec:tion (a) for a. fiscal year, the 
Secretary shalheserve nor'l~ss than--" " , ' , 

'. . 
(1) 33 perctmt to' carry out the provisions of section 203 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

, that rdate to researchdescribed in section203(b)(2)(A) of such Act; , ' 

, '. 	 ' ," i .' ' 

(2) 16 percent to ca.rry out section 211; 

(3) 4 perc~nt-to carry out section 212; 
i ., 

(4) 8, percent to carrY out sec'don 215; and 

(5) 10 p~rcent to carry out section 217. 

'; 	
(c) AV AILABILITY- Amounts appropriated under subsection (a) for aJiscal year shall.remain 
available for obligation for the following fiscal year. . ,.' 

TITLE IiI--ALTERNATIVE FINANCING MECHANISMS 
. 	 , , 

, , 'SEC..30t. GENEAAL AUTHORITY.,' 

(a) IN GE1'-.TERAL- The Secr~tary ~hall av>a~d grants to Stat~s 10 p~y for the Federal share of the 
cost of the establishment and .. administration of, or the expansion and administration of, an 
alternative financing program featuringJ or more alternative financing mechanisms to allow' 
individuals withdisabilities.an,d their family members, guardians, advocates; and au,thorized 
representatives to purchase assistive techrlol~gy devices and assistive technology services 
(referred to individually in this title as an 'alternative financing mechanism'). ' 

(b) MECHANISMS- The alternative financing mechanisms may inc1ude--: " 
, " • 1, ',: • • • ,. , 	 " ,: .', 

(1) a low-interest loan,fund; 

•(2) an int~rest buy-down pro'gram;' ..~ ' .. 
I , " 

(3) a revolving loan fund; , 

(4) a lo.:n guarantee or insurance prograp1; 
. , ." . . . 

(5) a prograt;n operated by apartners1Up among private entities for the purchiise, i~'ase, or 
other acquisition of assistive technologidevices or assistive technology services; or 

(6) anothermechanisIp that'meets the requirern:ents ofthi,s title and is approved, by the 
Secretary. "~ " ',,:", ',.," '. ,.'. ',,' . 

" 	 . , ",...-. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS­

(1) PERlOP- The Secretary may award ..gr~ts under thlstitle for p~riods of1 yea~: 
. 	 " .- -,. " ,', . , 

• j, 
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(2) LlMllA riON- No State may receive more than 1 grant under this titl~. 
, '" " ' . 

" , 

(d) FEDERAL SHARE- The Federal share of the cost of the alternative financing program shall 
not be tl10,'': than 50 percent. 

(e) CONSTRUCTION- Nothing in this section shall be construed asatfecting the authority of a 
State t6 establIsh an ,alterna~ive financing program under title I. ' 

SEC. 302. AMOUNT OF GRANTS. 

(a). IN GENERAL- . . . 
; 

(1) GRANTS TO OUTLYING'AREAS~'From the funds appropriated under section 308 for 
. any fiscal year that are not reserved under section 308(b), the Secretary shall make a grant in 

an amount ofnot more than $105,000 to e?ch eligible outlying area .. 

.(2) GRANTS TO STATES- Fro~'the fu~ds described in paragraph (1) that are not use'd to 
.' make grants under paragraph (I), the Secretary shall make grants to States from allotments 

. made in'accordance with the requirements described in paragraph (3). 
," "t ',' <," , .' • • • 

(3) ALLOTMENTS- From the funds described in paragraph (1) that are not used to make 
grants under paragraph (1 )-~ , 

, .(A) the Secretary shall allot $500;000 to hch State; and 

(B) from the remainder ofthe.funds.:.­
I ., .. 

(i)the Secretary shall allot to each State an amount that bears the same ratio to 
80 per~ent of the remainder as the popUlation of the State bears to the 
population of all States; and .. 

, 
I 

(ii) :the,Secretary shaH allot to each State with a population density that is not 
more than 10 percent greater than the population density of the United States 
'(according to the most recently available census data) an equal share from 20 
percent of the remaincier. ' 

(b) INSUFFICIENT FUNDS~ If the funds appropriated under this title for a.fiscal year are 
, insufficient to fund the. activities described in the acceptable applications submitted under this title 

for such year, ,a State whos~:applicaiionwasapproved for such year but that did not receive a 
grant under this title may update the application for the succeeding fiscal year. Priority shall be 
given in such succeedipg fiscal year to. such updated applications; if acceptable. 

, , 

(c) DEFIN1TIONS- In subsection (a):" 

(.1) OUTLYING AREA7 The term 'outlying area'means.the United States Virgin Islands, ' ' 
Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth qfthe Northern Mariana Islands .. ' . ., , . ': ",' .. , 

(2) STATE- The term 'State' does not include the United States Virgin Isla,nds~ Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. ' 

.', . 

SEC. 303. APPLICATIONS AND PROCEDURES. 

(a) ELIGIBILITY-States that receive or have receivedgrant~ under section 101 or 102 and 
comply with subsection (b) shall be eligib~e tp,compete for grants under this title .. 

(b) APPLICATION~To be eligible to compete for a grant under this title~.a State shall submit an 
application to the Secretary at such time,~ iIi su~h manrier, and containing such inforTIuitionas the 
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Secretary may require, including':· 
',. ' . " . 

(1) an assurance that' the State will pr~vide the no.~-Federarshare o.f theco.st o.f the 
alternative financingprogni.m in cash, 'fro.m state, lo.cal,o.r private so.urces; 

(2) an assurance that; the aiternaiive financing pro.gram will co.ntinue o.n' a permanen~ basis; 
, I' . " '" " ,': 

(3) an assurance that, and info.rmatio.n describing the manner in which, the alternative 
financing pro.gram will exp~d and emphasize co.nsumercho.ice and co.ntro.l; 

. i .' '. " 
(4) an 'assurance thanhe, funds made available thro.ugh the grant to' suppo.rt the alternative 
financing pro.gram will- be used to' supplement, and no.t supplant o.ther Federal, State, and 
lo.calpublic funds expended to' pro.vide alternative fimincing mechanisms; . '. .. ". ' 

(5) an assurance thatt~e State will e~sure that-­

(A) all fundstnat suppo.rt the aiternative financing pro.gram, including funds repaid 
during the life o.f the pro.gram, will be ,placed in a permanent separate acco.unt ,and, 
'identified and ~cco.unted fo.r separately fro.m any o.ther fund;', " ' 

(B) ifthe o.rganizatio.n administering the pro.gram invests funds within this acco.unt, 
the o.rganizatio.n will invest theJunds in lo.w-risk securities in which a regulated ' 
insurance co.mpany may invest under the law o.fthe State; and ' . , ., ,',' 

(C) the organizatio.n will administer the funds with the same judgment and .care that a 
perso.n o.f prudence, discretion, ,and intelligence wo.uld exercise in the management o.f 

, the financial affairs o.f such person; , 

(6) ~n assurance that-~ 

(A) funds co.mprised o.fthe principal arid interest fro.m the acco.unt described in 
\\ 

'paragraph (5) will be available to. suppo.rt the aJternative financing program; and 

,(B) any interes( o.r investment inco.me thaLa,ccrueS-o.n o.rderives fro.m such funds'after ' 
'such funds hav~been placed under the ~o.ritio.l o.fthe o.rganizatio.n a~ministering the 
alternative financing pro.gram , but befo.re such funds are distributed fo.r'purpo.ses o.f 
suppo.rtirig the pro.gram, will be the pro.perty of the o.rganizatio.n administering the 
pro.gram; and,., ' ' 

.~ " 

(7) an assurance that the percentage ofthe funds made available thro.ugh the grant that is 
used fo.r indirectco.sts shaJl 1100t exceed 10 percent. ' ' 

(c) LIMIT-The interest and iinco.me described ih subsection (b)(6)(B) shall.no.t be taken into. 
acco.unt by any officer o.r emplo.yee o.fthe Federal Go.ve'mmentfo.r purposes o.f dete'rmining 
eligibility fo.r any'Federal pro.gram, ' ' " , , 

SEC..304. CO~TR.A~rS W;ITHCOMIVIUNITY-llASED ORGANIZATI;O~S. 

(~) IN GENERAL- A State that ;eceives a grant ~nder this title shillI entednto. a co.ntract with a 
co.mmunity-based o.rganizatio.n (ipcluding a gro.up o.fsuch o.rganiz;atio.ns) that has individuals with 
disabilities invo.lved in. o.rganizatio.nal decisio.nmakihg at all o.rganiiatio.nal levels,. to' administer 
the alternative financingprogram, ',',' ,,;"',' ' , , ' . ' 

(b) PROVISIONS- The co.ntract shall-­

'(1) include a pro.visio.~ requiring that the pro.gr~ funds, i~cluding the Fed~r~l and " .' 
no.n~Federal shares o.fthe Co.st o.fthep'ro.gram, be administered in a manner co.nsistent with' 
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the provisions of this title; 

(2) include ~ny provision the Secretary requires concerning oversight and evaluation 
necessary to protect Federal ~nancial interests; and ' " . \ ' 

(:,}) !'C"iuirc theconununity-based organiz~tion to enter intoa contract, to expand ­
opportunities under this title and facilitate administration of the alternative financing 
program, with-- " 

(A) cOirunerci'illlending institutions or orgaru~tions; or 
t" t, 

(B) State fina~cing,agencies.. 

SEC. 305. GRANT ADMINISTRATION REQUI~MENTS. 

A State that receives a grant under this title and any community-based organization that enters into 
a contract with the State under this title, shall submit·to the Secretary, pursuant to a schedule 

. established by the Secretary (or ifthe Secretary do.es not establish aschedule,withiri 12.rnontqs. 
after the date that the State receives the grant); each of the following policies or procedures for 
administration of the alternative financing program:' . .' 

(1) A procedure to review .and process in a timely manner requests for financial assistance 
for immediate and potential technology needs, including consideration of methods to reduce 
paperwork, and duplication .of effort, particul?i'ly relating ,o.need, eligibility, an'd " 

.de,termination of the specific assistive technology device 'or service to be' finm:tced through :' 
the program. .' , . .' 

(2) A policy and procedure to assure that access to the alternative financing program shall 
be given to,consumers regardless of type dfdisability, age, income level, location of 
residence in the State, or type of assistivetechnology device or assistive technology service 
for which financing i~ T!::quested through the program .. 

, . . ., " .~ 

(3) A procedure to assure consumer:'controlled oversightofthe program. 

SEC. 306. INFORMATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE . 
.~. . 

(a) IN GEJ\TERAL- The,Secretary shall provide information and technical assistance to States 
under this. title, ~hi~h sheill inc1ude.:.- . . , 

I . 

(1) providing. assistance in preparing applications for grants under this title; 

(2) assisting grant recipients under this title to develop and implement alternative financing 
p'rograms; and '. '.. " ' .. '. ." 

(3rproviding any oth~r ififormationand technical assi~tancetheSecretary determines to be 
appropriate to assist States to 'achieve the :objectives of this title. 

(b) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS- The Secretary shall 
provide the information and technical assistance described in subsection (a) through 'grants, 
contracts, and cooperative agreem~nts with public ,or private agencies and organizations, including 
institutions of higher educatiori, 'with sufficient documented experience, expertise, and' capacity to 
assist States in the development and implementation qfthe ~lternative finan~ing prograrhscanied

'out under this title. . .: . .... ". . . .' '. 

SEC. 307. ANNUAL REPORT. 

Not later than December 31 ofeai::hyear, the Secretary shall sobinita report'to the Committee on 
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Education and the Workforce of the House Of Representatives ahd the Committee on Labor and 
Human Resources of the Senate ~escribing the progress of each alternative financing program 
funded under this title toward achieving the opjectives of this title. The report shall inc1ude ' 

, information on--	 ' 

(!) the nuniber of grant app1ications receiverl'andapproved by the Secretary' under thistitJe, ' 
and the amount ofeach grant awarded under this title;' ' 

'(2) the ratio of funds pro~jded byeach State forthealtemative financing program of the 
State to funds provided by the Federal Goveriunent' for the program; " 

(3) the type ofalternative financing mechanisms used byeach State and the 
community-based organization with which each State entered into a contract, under the 
pro~am; an,d 

(4) the amount ofassistance given to consumers through the program (who shan be 
classified by age, type of disabi1ity, type ofassistive technology device or assistive' 
technolog:y service fin'anced through the program; 'geographic distribution within the State, 
gender, and whether the consumers are part of an underrepresented popUlation or rural 
population)..' , 

SEC. 308. AUTHORIZATION OF AP'PROPRIATIONS. 

(a) IN GEl\rERAL- Th~re are authorized to be appropriated'to carrY out this title $25,000,000 for 
fiscal year 1999 and such su'ms as may be ne~essary for each of fiscal years 2000 through 2004. 

(b) RESERVATION- Of the amounts appropriated unde~ subsection (a) for a fiscal year, the 
Secretary shall reserve 2 percent for the purpose of providing information anQ technical assistance 
to States under section, 306. ' " " '" '~. ",' ' " ' 

(c) AV AlLABILITY - Amounts appropriated under subsection (a) for a fiscal year shall remain 
available for obligation for the following fiscal year. ' , 

TITLE IV--REPEAL AND CONFORMING AM'END~lENTS 
,.' , 

SEC. 401. REPEAL. 

,', 	 The Technology-R~latedAssistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of 1988 (29 U.-S.C. 2201 
et seq,) is repealed. ' , , 

END 

'" 
.: 
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,Thomas A. Kalil 
-09/08/98 07:25:58 Pf\/i 

Record Type: Record 

To: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP 

cc: 
'Subject: Re: Summary of 52432 AssistiveTechnology Act of 1998[@ 

His name was Howard Moses -- he's the DAS for 
Special Ed. and Rehabilitative, Services. 

, His # is ,205-5'465. 
"', 

Yes - it would be useful to know how this, 

changes current iaw. 


. . i 

, , 



Cynthia A. Rice 09/08/9807:12:34 PM 

Reqord Type: Recorp 

To: Thomas A: KaliI/OPD/EOP, lisa m. brown/ovp @ o~p' 
cc: ' ' Cynthia Dailard/OPD/EOP; Mel\ssa N. Bentol}lOMB/EOP 
bcc: 'RecordsMimagement " .' 
Subject: Summa~y of S2432 Assistive Technology Act of 1998 

~ 

FYI dis090B.wp Cynthia Dailard did this helpful summary (one caveat: neither of us are that 
familiar with current law, so keep that in mind!) Also I just left a voice mail for Melissa Benton of 
OMB if she can get from·i:ducation a cOl!lparison of current law vs, this proposal -- they hopefully 
already .hav~ done such a thing( " 

Tom at the meeting you chaired.on technology ideas, the g~ntlemen sitting next to Becky Ogle 
seemed to know quite a bit about what Dept. of Ed!Jcation is doing. Since bill amends the 
Education Dept. 's technology program, I thought maybe we could discuss this with him, unless you 
have other thoughts. Can you remind me of his name and give me his phone number if you have 
h? . , , 

" " 
:' I 

Cynthia, A. Rice 

Cynthia A. Rice. 09/08/9802:39: 11 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Thomas A. KaliI/OPD/EOP, Usa M. Brown/OVP@ OVP 

cc: Cynthia Dailard/OPD/EOP 

Subject: Request for Views on S2432 Assistive Technology Act of 1998 


Have you had a chance to look at this yet? I just 'got my copy (Lisa; one went to "Elizabeth Gore;'; 
Tom you were on the OMB'list). It authorizes the Secretafyof Education to make 'a number of 
assistive technology grants, some of which are similar to the ones we disc~ssed the other day. It's 
a very detailed bill. Note that OMB seems to think it may well become 'law this year. 

Our comments would form the basis for a SAP to be sent after the bill passes out of committee 
. (which is expected to happen to'morrow): 

I ' .' 

Tom, yo~lve spent I think the most time thinking about these issues. Any t~oughts? 

---------------------- Forwarded by Cynthia A, Rice/OPD/EOP on 09/08/98 02:31 PM ------------------------.::- ­
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DRAFT SUMMARY 

S. 243i -- Assistive Tech~ology Act of 1998' 

The bill repeals the Technology-Relat()d Assistance for.individuals with Disabilities Act 
of 1988, and repl!,l.ces it with a series of grants by the'Department ofEducation to states designed' 

, to improve 'a6cessto assistive technologies for people withdisabiliti~s. " 

Title I --'Authorizes $36million for FY99 'and such sums as necessary for FY2000.:-2004 for a 
series ofgrijfltsdesigned to improve access to assistive technologiesfotpeople with disabilities. 

, Sec. 101 -- This section provides "continuity grants" to ~tates that were already receiving funds 
,under the Technology-Related Assistance Act of 1988 for less th~ '10 years. The amounts of . 
these grants are based on a percentage of the funding the statewoi.tld have receive~under the 
1988Act, based on how many years the state participated in,the program. ' 

.. \ , , ":I. ,~. ,. .i. 

, States must use these funds to: \1) support a public awareness program designed to provide' 

information to p~ople with didbilities about assistive technologies; (2) adopt policie~ that , 

improve access to q.s'sistive technology devices and services; anderthancelnteragency 

coordination ,q.nd coordination petween public and private entities for th,is purpose; (3) provide 


, technical assistance and training activities to promote access to assistive technology devices and 

service~ in education, ,health care; employment, cOIlllIlunity Jiving andother, contexts;, and (4) 

provide support to organizatioris thatprovide assistance technology, devices and services to ' 

people with disabilities (this maY'include support to obtain ·funding for and access to such 

technologies, in addition to securing informfltiqn on evaluating technologies) . 


In addition to these mandatory activities: states'may also u~e these grants to support the 
.' I ' 

development of systems"for the purchase, l~as¢ or other acquisition of assistive technologies, or 
the establishinent of alternative State or privately financed system of subsidies (such as a 
revolving loan fund;loan guarantee, short-temi loans) 'for acquisition of ass~stive technologies. 

Sec. 102 -.,.~This'section provides "challenge grants" to states that have not received funding 
under the 1988 Act, for the purpose of establishing orimproving technology-:related assistance to 
people with disabilities. These g:rant~ last 5 'years, and are calculated according to a formula 
(minimum grant is $500,000).· ,States must use these grants for virtually the same purposes as 
described above for continuity 'grants. . 

Sec. 103 -- This section provides 5-year supplemental ~'millenniuri1 grants" to states in order to 
,build c~pacity -- i.e., expand their ability t9 address the unruet needs of assistive technology 
needs of individuals with disat)ilities, ofto provide grants to localities for the same purpose. 
Only those states receiving agral).t under section 102 are eligible for these supplemental grants. 
States that receive grants unqet this ~ectiori that exceed $250,000 must make a state contribution 

,.; of$1 for every $2 of the amou~t that exceeds $250,000. 

Sec. 104 --·Thissection requires the Secie.tary to provide a 5-year grant' to an entity in each Sta~e 



to support protection and advocacy 'services for people with disabilities in need of assistive 
technologies. The gfant amount is based on state population, with a minimum amount of ­
$50,000. 

Title II ~- Authorizes $15 million for FY99~ and such sums as necessary for FY2000-2004 for a 
variety ofnational activities designed to increa~e access to assistivetechnologies; 

Sec. 201 -- Requires federal research into assistive technologies and universal design. 

Sec. 202 -- The National Council on Disability. must prepare a report by December 3.1; 1999, 

describing the barriers in federal assistive technology policy, in,order to increase access to such 

technology. _ ; 


~::.....:~ --The Secretary may enter into~ontniCts with small businesse~ to assist themiri 
designing, developing arid'marketing assistive technology devices or services. 

Sec. 213 --The Secretary may p1ak~ grants to organizations or universities for research Into 
, universal design concepts; 

"""",::.....:u....:. --The Secretary may make grants for projects designed to increase the availability of 
assistive technology forrural and low-income urban populations, and children and the elderly. 

~~~ -- The Secretary may make grants to help prepare students enter into fields involving 
rehabilitation services arid rehabilitaJion teclulOlogies: ' 

~~~ -:- The President's Committee on Employment ofP~ople with Disabilities mayd~veiop 
programs to increase the privat~ sector's use of assistive technology. 

" ­

Title III -- Authorizes $25 million for FY99, and such sums asneces.sary for FY2000-2004, in 
order to help states to establish altemativefinancing programs to allow people with disabilities to 
p\lrchase assistive technology devices and services. These programs may incIude,a-Iow-interest ' 
loan fund, an interest buy-down program, a revolving loan fund, or a loan guarantee program, 
These 1 year grants cannot exc¢ed $500,000 per state, and states cannot receive more than one: 
grant.. The federal share of this program cannot exceed 50 percent of the total cost of the 
program. 


