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FAMR.Y RE-UNlON 8: FAMay AND COMMUNITY 

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN 

June 2t-l~ 1999 

Family Re-Union 8 will focus on the interdependence offamUy and community. As we approach 
the new millennium, there is an increased longing for a sense of, 'community" and a growing 
concern that the pace oflife and the mobility of people, ~e contributing to stress and family 
isolation. Decreasing distance from family and friends, findins affordable and inviting housing near 
jobs, maxinrlzing recreation and community options, improving safety and security at home and in 
the neighborhood, decreasing social isolation and loneliness are goals most families want to achieve. 
This is not just a misplaced nostalgia for times past; it is supported by new research, which indicates 
that: by every measure, positive outcomes for families and children increase with improvements in 
the quality oflife in tbeir communities. As. part ofthe year-long planning process, Vice President 
and Mrs. Gore, sponsors and staff are meeting with national and local experts to discuss such 
questions as: 

• 	 What do strong communities do for fiunilies and how can families strengthen communities? How 

can we involve aU gtmerations? 


• 	 What are the community institutions that are most critical to families and children? What is the role 
of schools, faith-based organizations, the workplace and health cent~rs in creating community? 

• 	 Wbat are the factors that make communities livable and attractive to families? . What is the role of 
archite<ltural design and urban planning? How do we stop' urban sprawl? What are good strategies to 
reinvigorate older communities? 

• 	 How do we ensure the safety of fiunilies and children at bome, at scbool, at work and in the 

community? 


• 	 How can we successfully combine human and e<lonomic development? 

• 	 How can technology, conununications and transportation enhanCe family and community life? 

• 	 How do artistic, educational and recreational activities strengtben families and communities? 

• 	 How do we support local initiatives without destroying them Of over-riding local control? How do 
we help communities bold local programs accountable for good results? . 

• 	 What federal, state and local policy changes would enhance family and community life? 

, Local leaders witb grassroots experience will join state and national experts at Family Re..Union 8 on 
site in Nashville, and through. the satellite broadcast, citizens will participate in Community 
Conversations at down link sites around the country. On the satellite broadcast. participants at several 
sites will be able to 'present their findings. suggestions and experience. This conference, like those that 
have preceded it, will lead to new research, policy and program initiatives in both the public and private 
sectors. Exemplary models and best practices will be implemented with local variations, and policy 
makers will learn how to adapt to new realities and remove barriers to family and community strength. 
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FAMILY ~UN10N: A FAMILY POLICY INITIATIVE 

BACKGROUND AND UISTORY 
Vice President Gore and Mrs. Gore are leading an ongoing family policy initiative that is 

informed by the annual family policy conferences that they moderate. These "Family Re·Union" 
conferences provide those who make policy at the federal, state and local level an opportunity to learn 
from the experience of families themselves, and those who work: with them. The Vice President 
believes that for far too long we have created. programs designed to address the pathology of individuals, 
or the needs ofthe bureaucracy that serves them. He seeks to find ways that we can understand the 
needs and assets ofwhole families and communities and help them build on their strengths. Each 
conference brings together 1000 individuals on site and thousands more at remote satellite sites, and 
through live and delayed cybercast, and provides an opportunity for a national conversation on a topio 
important to families. 

The conferences are sponsored by the Children, Youth &. Family Consortium ofthe University 
ofMinnesota and the Child and Family Policy Center at Vanderbilt University. Funded by charitable 
foundations and individual QonofS, they have provided a lively exchange ofideas among experts in 
various fields. grassroots program directors., academic researchers, and average citizens. Each· 
conference has led to significant advances in the topic areas in both the public and private sectors. The 
conference site is Vanderbilt University in Nashville. Tennessee. 

Family Re-Union initiative seeks to "reinvent" family policy so that it reflects the realities facing 
families and government today, For example, in response to one oftbe conferences, "Family Re-Union 
m: The Role ofMen in Children's Lives". private sector organizations have acted on the Vice 
President's concept ofa national "Father to Father" program, created "FatherNet" and a Practitioners 
Network ofthose who work with urban fatbe~ and acollaborative offoundations concerned with the 
issue offather involvement. A Presidential Memorandum entitled "Supporting the Role ofFathers in 
Families" is being implemented by a wide array offederaJ agencies and programs. 

Each conference is the result ofa year-long planning process that brings together experts and 
academics in the field along with program leaders arid individual family members. They engage in a 
dialogue with each other, the sponsors and the Vice President, raising crucial programmatic and policy 
issues that become the core ofthe conference. Perhaps the most ~ignificant outcome ofeach conference 
has been the ongoing partnerships created between' organizations and individuals in each field that have 
~uilt momentum behind new ways of addressing long standing issues. Conference topics have inoluded 
strengthening the role offil.thers in children's lives, the impact of the media culture on children., the' 
delicate balance between work & family, family involvement in education and family centered health 
care. 
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With pride and'pleastire, The Child and Family Policy Center 
at Vanderbilt University arid the Children, Youth & Family 
Consortium at the University of Minnesota invite you to attend: 

Family Re-Union 8: Family and Community 

Moderated by Vice President AI Gore and Tipper Gore 

Monday, June 21, and Tuesday, June 22, 1999 

Vanderbilt University 

Nashville, Tennessee 


This year's conference, the eighth in a series exploring issues 
of critical importance to families and children, will address the 
interdependence of family and community. As we approach the 
new millennium, there is a growing concern about how the pace 
of life, mobility of population and dependence on electronic 
media are impacting essential components of family life. 
Conference attendees will discuss how such factors as safety, 
urban planning and technology impact the quality of life for 
families and their communities. 

Information about conference logistics is printed on the back of 
this letter. We look forward to seeing you in June at this exciting 
event. 

Dr. Martha Farrell Erickson, Director 
Children, Youth & Family Consortium 
University of Minnesota 

~L 
Bill Purcell, Director 
The Child and Family Policy Center 
Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy Studies 

Family Re-Union 8 Conference Peabody College, Box 162 Nashville, Tennessee 37203-5701 e-mail: family@Vanderbi/t,edu 

http:wwwJamilyreunion.org


Conference Logistics 


Registration 
Conference attendance is by invitation only. Invitations are not transferable. All 
registrations are for two days of the conference. To attend, return your 
acceptance card guaranteeing your reservation no later than Friday, June 11, 

. 1999. We cannot accept registrations bye-mail. 

Late registrants may fax acceptances. Participation is subject to space being 
available. Participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Registration begins at 10 a.m. at Langford Auditorium, adjacent to the 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center. A map of the campus is enclosed. 

Parking 
For those driving to the campus, parking is recommended at the garage on 
Terrace Place, off 21st Avenue South at West End Avenue. There is a $5 charge 
for all-day parking. Attendees with disabilities should use the Medical Center 
parking garage on 22nd Avenue South. The maximum charge is $7.75. 

Hotel Information 
Room blocks are being held for Sunday and Monday nights at the hotels below. 
You must make your own reservations before May 30, 1999, and identify your 
group with Family Re-Union 8. 

Holiday Inn Select Vanderbilt, 2613 West End Avenue 
615-327 -4707 
$85 per night, plus 12.25% tax 

Loew's Vanderbilt Plaza, 2100 West End Avenue 
615-320-1700 or 1-800-336-3335 
$150 plus 12.25% tax 

Airport Transfers 
For both .hotels, take the Downtown Airport Express from the ground level at 
the airport. Fare is $9 one way and $15 round trip. 

Dress 

Business casual. Be sure to wear comfortable walking shoes, since you will be 

visiting several sites on campus. The weather will be very warm and humid. 


For More Information 
Call the Family Re-Union office at 615-322-8524, or contact us via e-mail at 
family@vanderbilt.edu. We encourage you to create a IIdown link" site in your area. 

Please feel free to visit our website at www.familyreunion.org for information on 
this and all previous Family Re-Union events. . 

http:www.familyreunion.org
mailto:family@vanderbilt.edu


THE VICE PRESIDENT* * 
WASHINGTON 

* * 

April 16, 1999 

Dr. Martha Farrell Erickson 
Director 
Children, Youth & Family Consortium 
The University of Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

Hon. Bill Purcell 
Director, Child and Family Policy Center 
Vanderbilt University 
1207 18th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37212 

Dear Dr. Erickson and Mr. Purcell: 

Thank you for your kind invitation to the "Family Re-Union 8: Family and 
Community" conference. Once again, Tipper and I both will attend the full session, and we 
are honored to serve as conference moderators. 

Families are stronger when their communities are healthy and strong. We know that 
the fabric of community life has been stretched and tom and that family life is under 
increasing stress. Parents are looking for support from communities as they raise their 
children and work to support them, and they are looking for ways to serve and be more 
involved with their communities. They want to know that the streets are safe, the schools are 
excellent, and that comfortable homes and good jobs are available. All generations and all 
family members want to feel at home in their neighborhoods. Families want access to strong 
traditional community institutions and the latest technology and transportation. 

We know that this conference will assemble a talented group of people whose 
innovative ideas will help us rethink the vital connection between families and their 
communities - and to help those communities plan for the future. Tipper and I are looking 
forward to a reunion with old friends and a chance to meet new ones who share our concern 
for families and children. 

tire1y,-...-._-..-..-J 
Al Gore 

AG/mwp 
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". What Do Families Want In Their Communities?
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,During the conference there 'will bethe~e'roundtable. d~scussions . 
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PL.EA~~,IN,~~£~TE~OU~ FI.~S! J~~~E.,~H.QW.E~, I.N9.~pcERor~REFER.~~CE.:.".:,·.,;· ",.. ',' 

Each.rou.nQ!able.~.V\fmJeatureol!t~tanding' ~xample~:ot~orking.partne.rships b,etWeen 'fami~ies and communities. 

Fee~b.ack and',actlon steps' will be recommeri'ded toihe'cohferenc'eas a wholfr', ' .. :~ ;i', ': 


U 1. Safe homes, streets and schools; a community ethic that values families and discourages violence 

o 2. Attractive, affordable housing and the opportunity to own a home 

o 3. Excellent schools, child care and health centers that support family and community life 


U 4. Economic vitality; good jobs, family-friendly workplaces, accessible shopping and financial services, 


and thriving commercial centers 


a 5. ,WeD designed n~!ghborhoods with clean air and water, green spaces, play spaces, 


. and vibrant arts ~d sports and recreation for all ages 


U 6. Active faith-based organizations and other opportunities for fellowship involving families 


o 7. A caring community of mutual respect; community centers and comprehensive programs for f.uni!ies 

o 8, Opportunities for community involvement and service for all generations and all people 

o 9. Efficient links between people and neighborhoods; transportation, communication and access to technology 


U 10. Effective response to community needs by local, state and federal government and foundations 
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Family Re-Union 8 Conference 

Peabody College, Box 162 

Nashville, Tennessee 31203-5101 

Tele 615322-8524 

Fax 615343-11.61 

Sponsored By:, 
The Children, Youth & Family Consortium at 
the University of Minnesota &The Child and 
Family Policy Center at the Vanderb(lt 
Institute for Public Policy Studies· . 

o Yes, I will attend the conference on Monday, June 21, and Tuesday, June 22, 1999 

Full Name............................................................................. . 


Position............................................. . 


Organization ..... 


Address .......... 


City. .. ................... . ... . ..... ...................... State................ Zip .......... . 


.......................... Fax ............................................. . 


Special Needs.................................................................................................... . 

Your invitation is not transferrable. Space is lirnited. Please return your registration forrn by Friday, June 4. 

http:615343-11.61
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