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Notes from Fathers Work Group Call July 9, 1999 

Millenium Project: discussion on incarcerated fathers, different people from ED and DOJ then 
have been participating in DPCINPR groups, Foundation representatives are rethinking role of, 
practitioners' network, sorting out how the networks fit together. 

Fathers Guide: ACF estimates that TANF use of funds guide cost about $80,000 in in-house 
time for research, writing, editing, with another $2,000 for graphics, printing, and mailing. 
Printed 2,500 copies, mailed 1,000. Took about 6 months to develop. Have not gotten details 
on HCF A Medicaid guide. HHS will have internal discussion on resources for this effort. 
Question about OMB data collection rules/restrictions on gathering information on best 

( 

practices/promising models (Andrea will check). 


Morehouse Report recommendations: 

#3 on role ofchurches: Some churches currently work with parts ofcriminal justice system. 

OCSE has initiative to work with faith-based organizations on child support issues including 

talking to members about importance ofchild support, distributing information. Methodist 

church recently put out guidance on child support .. Article from Salt Lake City indicates 

Mormon Church is asking incoming members whether they are keeping up with child support. 


#6: can be addressed through WtW, TANF (purposes 3 and 4), Access and Visitation grants, 

HHS research on marriage, early Head Start and Head Start to encourage parent involvement 

. (including fathers), DOL workforce programs. 

#7: Child Support 
a) 	 Size of initial orders: primarily a state issue regarding guidelines. Some concern re: courts 

making orders retroactive (also a state issue). Had proposed guidelines commission in 1994 
- taken out of legislation (reconsider?); Minimum orders - imposed when NCP doesn't show 
up and court makes assumption about how much they're working - may overstate earnings 
and lead to building up arrearages. Idea of doing best practices volume on how states are 
addressing these issues for low income NCPs. Also thinking about doing a series of guides 
possibly next year (resource issue). First step is to survey states; don't know enough about 
what they are doing. 

b) 	 Arrearages: concern re: attacks on Bradley amendment. Need to protect it, but willing to look 
at related arrearage issues, e.g. recently"issued guidance on compromising arrearages for 
parents who marry. Initiative in FY 2000 budget on modification of orders for T ANF cases 
(mandatory review for TANF cases) luke warm interest in House (maybe opposition from 
IV -D?). Some fathers need more assistance on modifications. OCSE is doing internal report 
on state review and modification policies - will be ready soon. Paul will provide one pager 
on budget initiative. 

'c) Waivers/demos 10 PFF waivers still in process at HHS. Responsible Fatherhood Grants
will be getting 3rd year of funding but not aware ofplans for new ones. Evaluation in process 

interim/process report in 6 months; final report in 12:-18 mOhths. 
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#8: 




EITC - David Ellwood doing research that finds no behavioral effects of marriage penalty in 

EITC (Paul will share paper). . 

Need to discuss housing issues with HUD. . , 

New Markets Initiative, EZ/EC, WIA address some of the other issues .. 
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Wednesday~ June 23,1999The Washington'Post 
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.Doing Somethlng About Fatherlessness 

I, 



AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 


R WEDNESDAY. JUNE 16. 19?9 A37 

Michael Kelly 

ANational Calamity 

So now we are four, as along coIhes . ers. Overwhelmingly, those children 

Jack, 8 pounds, 4 ounces. to join Tom, were black. 
who for the reconl weIcomesthis These figures, and most .of the 
development; and now I know what others that follow, come from a report, 
my job will be for the remainder of my 'Turning the Comer on Father Ab
.days. I will be the man sitting behind sence in'Black America,' re1eased to 
the driver's wheel saying: Boys, listen no'evident great concern this weekby 

. to your mother. ' the Morehouse Research Institute and 
This is a good job, and one of the the Institute for American Values. 

better thingl! about it is the nice clarity As the report notes, thingl!were not 
it lends to life. Fathers (and mothers) always . thus. In 1960, when black 
relearn that the world is a simple . Americans Jived with systemic oppre&
enough place. They <Iiscover that !heir sian. 78 percent of black babies were 
essential ambitions, which once born to married mothers, an almost 

. seemed so many, have been winnowed mirror reversal of today's reaJlty.~Iii 
down to a minimalist few: to raise' the 19508, a black child would ~d 
their children reasonably weB and to on average about four years Hvingilla 
Jive long enough to see them torn out . one-parent home. An estima~.~m
reasonably okay. This doesn't seem parable figure for black children.bom 
like a great deal to ask for until you in the early 19805 is 11 years. &corn
find out that it is everything to you. ing to the research ceote'r ~.dull! 
BeCause, it turns out, you are every- . Trends, the proportion of black chiJ. 
thing to them. dren living in twlrparent families, feB 

We know this not just enlOtiOnally by 23 percentage points between 1970 
but empirically. We know--even Mur and 1997, going from 58 percent to..35 
phy Brown says so-that both fathers percent. ...., , 
and mothers are essential to the well The disaster of black father~es, 
being of children. Successive studies . in America is part of a larger ctiSlS.1fl 
have found that children growingup in every major demographic grdup,.:ra
single-parent bornesl!re five times as therlessness bas been growing' for 
likely to be poor, compared with years. Among whites, 25 percent-of 
children who have both parents at clilldren do not Jive in ~iint 
home. They are twice as likely (if. homes, up from 10 percent in)9IQ. 
male, three times as likely) to commit Overall, on any given night, foJlr.pu,tqf 
a crime leading to imprisonment. 10 children in America aresleejliftg'in 
They are more likely to till at school, . homes without fathers. (True;' iii the 
till at work, till in society. . past few years, the number of o~

What, then, would we say about a . wedlock births bas begun to 'fall, 'but 
society in which ~the overwbelming that trend is too nascent ari~ .lOP 
majority of cbiIdren were born into modest to much affect the sit:u,atioll.). 
homes without fathers and who grew . SOme people think all of this mat; 
up, in significant measure, without tern. One is' David Blanken1t0!'n, a 
fathers? We would say that this society h'beral organizer who learned :reaJiljes, 
was in a state of disaster, heading as a Vista volunteer and who 11 yeats: 
toward disintegration. We would say ago founded the Institute fO!'< Affieri,. 
that here we had a calamity on a par , can, Values, co-author of this ,week's 
with serious war or famine. And. if report. It is Blankenhorn's modest. 
that society were our own. we would, suggestion that. fathers are necessary 
presumably, treat this as we wOuld to children, thal'their abdication on Ii 
war or famine, with an immediate and Jarge scale is calamitous to the nation· 
massive mobilization of all of our and that the people who run the nation 
resources. should do something serious ~t 

Of course, this society is our own. this.. . '. 
Of black children born in 1996, 70 The man who currently runs ·it is 
percent were born to wunarried moth not a factor here; he doeS nqt' .do . 
ers. At least 80 percent of all black . serious. What about the met'!. wi'!o 
children today can expect that a signif would run it? AI Gore says notbing,.he 
,icant part .of their childhood will be is too busy fighting the loss Bt~it 
apent apart from their fathers. spaces in Chevy CJase.Bill Bradley 

Millions of America's children Jive preaches about racism but is siIerit 
in a state of multiplied fatherless-' about the ruination of a race. :~r~ 
ness-that is, in homes' without fa.. W. Bush is full of' cornpassio'nate 
thers and in neighborhoods where a oonservatism, but he 
mijority of the other homes are 1ike what that is. And so 

wise without fatbffl:s. In 1990, 3 mil wonder why America's leadets'ahan

lion children were living in fatherless doned America's children, and.why 

homes located in predominantly fa
 America let them do so. . '. 
therless neighborhood&-neighbor
hoods in which a majority of the . Michael Kelly is the editoroj. .!.;., 
families were headed by single moth- NationalJournal. 
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Record Type: Record 

Ii
To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP@EOP 

Subject: Fathers Guide 


Following up on my brief conversation w/ Canta yesterday, we are very interested in moving forward to 
develop guidance for states and communities on how to support initiative~ to promote responsible 
fatherhood. We envision this as an effort that cuts across programs and agencies (similar to the 
interagency transportation guidance). It would include: a guide to the various federal funding streams 
(TANF, WtW,CS, WIA, and others); discussion of other available state, local, private resources; some 
models and examples of how states and communities are currently using these resouces - both 
independently and how they are blending them; some basic facts about fathers and why this is important; 
and some resource/contact information. 

There are several existing pieces that could be built upon, updated and expanded including: 1) 1999 Map 
and Track on State Initiatives to Promote Responsible Fatherhood, 2) 6/98 NCCP Issue Brief by Stanley 
Bernard, Responsible Fatherhood and Welfare: How States Can Use the New Law to Help Children (the 
exec summary is on the web, they sent us a full copy but it appears to only be a draft). This is a very 
helpful piece but needs to be updated and expanded, 3) ACF's TANF spending guide mentions various 
ways T ANF funds can be used for resp. fatherhood efforts, 4) DOL just released a short "Ideas That 
Work" piece on NCPs. We'd want to also include info about the child support demos. Might also want to 
include some info about DOJ efforts/resources . 

. I'd like to hear back about how you think such a guide could be done (Le. by contract?), about how much it 
might cost, possible resources, suggestions as to how to structure it, and how quickly this could be done. 
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Record 

See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 
.. ' 

"cc: 
Subject: Fathers Day Proclamation 

'.Below is the President's Father's Day Proclamation, which mentions the work of the President and the 
,Vice President on this issue, and the importance of Welfare-to-Work reauthorization. It's available on the 

',' White House web site at: http://library.whitehouse.gov/ThisWeek.cgi, then go to June 18th. 
. . 

Feel free to share widely or to link from your web pages (for example, HHS Fatherhood initiative page) . 
. . DOL, please share with your WtW outreach list. Usa/Nancy, please share with Father to Father Network. 
'.. If.y.ou would like hard copies to send out" please let Genie Chough know how many you would like. Sorry 

ifsome of you get this note twice as I was merging several email lists. 

'June 18, 1999 

':,\ FATHER'S DAY, 1999 
\. 

, THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Cologne; Germany) 

'For Immediate Release June 18, 1999 

FATHER'S DAY, 1999 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

A PROCLAMATION 


":.:,: Each year on Father's Day, Americans take special joy in remembering 
. the many cherished moments they have shared with their fathers through 
the years. Reading stories before bedtime, playing catch after dinner, 

http://library.whitehouse.gov/ThisWeek.cgi


camping out in the backyard, sharing driving lessons -- at these moments. 
and countless others throughout a lifetime, devoted fathers are there to . 
guide their sons and daughters, to instill confidence in them, and to 
provide for them and protect them in times of need. 

I 

The impact of these moments on children's development and future 'is 
immeasurable. Although children may not understand it until they become 
parents themselves, these are the times when fathers impart to their sons 
and daughters strong values and teach them important lessons about love, 
-responsibility, faith, hard work, and determination. In these moments, 
fathers imbue in their children the strength and self-esteem they need to 
achieve their full potential. 

As children grow and mature -- from toddlers carried on'their fathers' 
shoulders to teenagers who need help navigating the challenges of 
adolescence to young men and women who need guidance on life, love, 
family, and career -- their relationships with their fathers change as 
well. Yet, the need for a father's friendship and wisdom.continues to 
grow; and throughout all the seasons of life, fathers remain role models, 
teachers, heroes, and friends. 

Vice President Gore and I have challenged fathers to be actively 
involved in their children's lives and to provide both emotional and 
financial support. Last June, the Vice President released a report 
showing that children who grow up without fathers are more likely to do 
poorly in school, to get into trouble with the law, and to have 
difficulty in getting and keeping a job. But our fathers cannot always 
meet their responsibilities to their children without help. That is why 
it is crucial that we lift up our fathers through efforts liKe the 
reauthorization of the Welfare-to-W ork program so that more low income 
fathers can work, pay child support, and become more involved with their 
children. 

We can never truly repay our fathers -- whether biological, adoptive, 
foster, or stepfather -- for their many precious gifts to us, for their 
steadfast faith in our potential· and abilities, for their unwavering 
devotion and unconditional love. We can, however, express our deep 
appreciation for all they have done and thank them for the.many 
sacrifices they have made to create a better life for us. There is no 
more fitting national tribute. to fathers than reserving a day in their 
honor, and there is no more appropriate celebration of their profound 
impact on the lives of their children and the strength of our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of 



America, in accordance with ajoint resolution of the Congress 
approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.c. 142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, June 
20, 1999, as Father's Day. I invite the States, communities across the 
country, and all the citizens of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities to express our deep 
appreciation and abiding love for our fathers. ' 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 

ninety-nine" and of the Independence of the United States of America the 

two hundred and twenty-third. 


, . 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP@EOP, Eugenia Chough/OPD/EOP@EOP, J. Eric Gould/OPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: 

Subject: re: New HHS Fathers Fact Sheet 


FYI. This new HHS Fatherhood web site is much improved. The HHS Fact Sheet now also mentions 
WtW and TANF guidance highlighting how TANF funds can be used for fathers. 
---------------~------ Forwarded by Andrea Kane/OPD/EOP on 06/22/99 09:41 AM -------------------------- 

Lisa Gilmore <Igilmore@os.dhhs.gov> 

06/22/9909:32:07 AM 


Please respond to Igilmore@os.dhhs.gov . 
Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: 

Subject: re: New HHS Fath'ers Fact Sheet 


The new HHS fatherhood fact sheet also can be found on the revamped HHS 
fatherhood Web page (http://aspe.hhs.gov/fathers/fi-home.htm) along with a 
host of other fatherhood-related information (programs, research reports, 
program evaluations, related Web sites, etc.) The final revised 
fatherhood fact sheet with the new paternity numbers should be up soon. 
Lisa 
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news confereneeyesrerday that a thateff'ortsmustbemade,particu- .lege~ .' .. ' 

'nationalefforttorecOnnectrathers larly by religious leaders, to hilip .' Theirresultfng statement ofbe
to their children shoUld be under- ~'repair· the breach between men . liefs marks' a nirning, point .be
taken for at least.lO years. . and women." '. . '. . '. "...... ti· ."'a ._-- . 

Th 'd ... ,- fl1 h "'d . Data show tha't' "ather'lessn'........ is· cause .u•.a genera on, u....... .ug;ue
. eyS81uwoe brts ow:' 1, .......offatherabsenceinblackAmerica 

. . ..•Create jobs and economic sta- . rampant iIi blackfnmllies ~ about has be~n surround~d by $lienee 

bllity for black. men,esPeelally< 70 percent of black children are by demal, by, afm amount or1 .. 
'. ··thosewho live in inneJ.'-City ghettos . born to single motherS ....:. and is excuse-making, by a sense that . 
. . . ' . and ''Poverty pockets." growing the fastest in white fam- nothing can be done and,by alot of 

'.Help black men resolve their illes. About 40 percent of all chil- . politiealand racial polarization.~ 
. hlStoricafbitterneSs il~outslavery, dren . live Without their fathers; . "';"d Mr. 'Blankenh " " 
'. which preve..· nt.ed them f:.rom. caring. mostly because of divorce. or un-,.,...· orn. . . ., , 
. for the.irWomen and children for d chUdb' g .' . "I believe that this document 
'..genera.tions. .. ....... .... . . ; . up without points to and signifies an end.to
,weChildrerie: grow" . that period of stalemate and divk 
· • Intensify discussions about their fathers are at heightened riSk sion 81\d inaction," he s~d. ' , 

· ··.·the'importailce. of marriage .to . for Ilroblems in theirphysieal and . 
adults,children and SOC:iety. .'mental health, educational . It calls for at least S2:billioD in ' 
...•Heal··· the .rifts between. men 

• . and women. • • . •. 
· ':. Cotintlesswomen ha.ve been 

.' deePly \hun'by men, but women 
·shoUld '~keep[theirJ eyes sqUarely

'. '" on the 'chUdrenr said Enola Aird,.
'. i'." . . '. 

" ~" 

;
'. 

achievement, social' behaVior;ca-funding for community-based prO-' . 
reers and future family formation, grams that woUld promote respon~ ,
studies show.·· . '. sible fatherhood. It also. urges an 
. "This trend offather absence is . end to anti-marriage policies'hi 

the great social tragedy of our.gen- . housing, tax, child-support and 
erati9n:' sSid David .Blankenhorn, welfare programs. ,... : 

..THURSD~ JUNE 17. 1999 . 

·BRINGING BACK' FATHERS . . ". . 
'Fifty scholars,authors,.clergymen andcommunlty'.leaders . 
yesterday released 10 recommendations to reverse the trend of 
fathers being absent. especially In black families. ." . . . ' 

• Fathers and mothers should recognize their obligations to each 
\ .. 'other and build better parenting partnerships for the sake of their 

children, . 
• The church should focus 6n gender and family healing. 
• Communities should support altemative schools that teach values.. ' 
• Plvll rights and black professional groups should make reuniting 

· fathers and c::hlldren.a top priority for at least 10 years. . . 
• Media, especially black media. should promote positive Images of· 

.. men and fatherhood.. .' . . ' . . ." .' . 

· • Congress should authorize at least $2 billion over the next fIVe years

• to support community-based fatherhood programs aimed at reversing

father. absence. In families. . . , . • Chlld·support enforcement programs should be reformed.: . 
• Antl-marriage tlouslng and tax.pOlicies.should be repealed.: 
• The criminal-Justice system should help reConnect fathers\and 
children. . ..... . .... '. .' . . .' 

.•Govern.ment and community programs should help encourage'

marriage through education and marriage mentorlng. . . 

~~~::,~nu::~:=:~..=~ '. ," . 
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;.Wh.en Daniel PatrlckMnvnihan ' . rewrote the federal WeJ.faie'Iaws in ' ,who simply can notafi'ord toyay. '~'•. 
• 	 L .' .calledbtackfatherlessri~-"the 1996. Since th~'fatherboodpro-FifO$tobnprovehvDatthestaie

,~d31IieriW weaknesS of the' Ne- grams baved~intO a au- ment's aUthors call the "Jnarriaie,abi 
· ' . ' ..P :oommuiil.ty," ,ina report.34 dal component of the nation's So- . ity" of poor. single men are JikeJy to 
· . ·.,yeatsag'O, be.was eXcoriated by ,dalpoJiq-, with hunctredsof ,~diffieu1t. Last year, a study 

, .., _ . IJUinYblaCk leader8Jwno felt the ' p~gi'anl$.1li.tned at fatherS spring- ~ that the" nation's. ~ ambi
" "isSue Only distriu:ted attentionmgupacrosstheCOUnt:ry:, " tious e!fort,to belp the,fatllets·.of 

:., ' ,I. " ',' :fioirithe more pteSsingproblems : "We caWogued maybe 200 fa-' ~dren on welfare. ~~ts 
, '. " 'of}'3clsmindthelackofopportuni. t!t~bood/ programs around the· F3lt'~ Share; failed;tomctease the 

.tyforblacks. ' ,.' ',' '. ' ~antryaboutfiveyearsago. NowJ mens employment or eamings~at;d. 
, '. 'DineshaveChanged. Yesterday, , " as a tesutt.:had only modest success 

I,".', " 

,', '" 

" a '~~ eOaUtion ofpoUcymakers -easilY there are 2,000," SaJd Wade at getting them to make chlld sup
., Joined foreesbehind apoBCystate.: F. Horn. ptesid:n~ of the National port payments. . .. 

·r"··,. meqt Cilling for a range ofneW Fath~b~ InItiative. . . 'fJ.. . initJa~ ahned l at reconnecting, The Issue of alngie-parent· 

(" . 

" .... '. ,eSt;ranied AfricanAmencan fa.! bo~seholdsls also one ,that top' 

, .,' Q.i)' 'thers to their children, proViding:: poJicymaker8 l!ld civil rights lea~ 


", '. ,filii( , "fresh. evidence .of a growing con. '. era are beComing' more comfort· ' 

,JIIIIilIIII!I 'sensus around an issue that once. . able addressing,. . . 

. ,;".~.. " fosteri!donlydivision.Itlsjustone In a speech to f~yldck off . 
.• ..' .... '.... '/. of. a number of recent proposals . ~ presidential.campatgll yester. 

. . 	... ' ,..~~ ..... from across the poJitica1spectruin day, Vice~dent GOre said., 
. , ,...,....., . . . to address an issUe once deemed .' .'"The crisis m the Anierlcan farilily 
". . . ..tooseilsitiVe for pubUc debate. . : today,k;tows noboundaty of clasS . 

.~ ." The statement, which grew out or race..· .. 
" ,. "'\' ·.·of a .conference late last year at, ..' ~CP Preddent Kweisl Mfume·· 

, 'ii" ; .'f, ' 

",,:, ." .. Mvreh~use ~n~e. ~. ,eon.. ,said his group is aggressive about 
..' " == ..gress to~de $2 billion~ sup- "'promotingthev3lue ofwlues," not· . 

:,. " . ;. .......' port the wtde range of gra.sa.rOOts~that the group's br:i.tiches aci'OSS .
, 

. .:,:.. ".,..., fatherhood programs proJiferating . the country sponsor parentmg. ~ 
" '. ~ , aroU1tdthe ~t:ry, It also caIlsoJi, torlng aildfatheHnd-eon piognum .. 

. ;' ,I • Afri:an Amet:t~ leaders to "tee- Rep. Nancy L Jolmson (R-Conn.)'fs / . 
.. ~ ." ogntZe the high priority of restor-, .~ to build bip:i:rtisim suPPort 

, ~.' . ing the black familY' and called on ' . for a bill to be introdueed In coming 
~~ civil rjghtsorganizatioris tomove'Weeb tbatwould address many of 
'~ the l$sue .to tlletOp of their agm. • the issues tafsed In the Morehouse 

'. r;'{ . das.. ". .... ..... . .. ' ." ...• report. 'l'be ~9lation woo1d fund' . 
. " ". .; \lJ.At the ~e of the Moynihan gras&ro6ts fatberboOd prOgrams, 

· ~ .....report,. a third of black childreq payforapublicrelatioDs • .~ .... li-ied insirigle-parent bonia Now,. promOte the vfrtuesof~ . 
,'i ~::r .70pertelit of African American and sappolt job tndningfor ~ ." 

.. ' .' e~ . children are bOni to. unmarried ' " .•. . .. .' • ...-., 

" '., ':.' '=:'mOth~and80~twiD~('-:=arebemgbuttl~
· '.' : .' '...... eJllll!t ,.SUbstantial time Wlthout a fath~ : bynewreSeardl indicatingtbat ' .. ' 

'. '. / ' ..... : .. present. Regardless of race, lOme ...:..... fathers often' . pom;' ... .: , .. ;.,;.,:.9'. '40percentofallAmmcailchildren ""'5'e, . ..' an: DlOl'e Inti
.....• ',':':' .. :liVe.m"-'~tt&eltbi..... :.=mthe_=

, ,~::: . ....ca1 fathers; the Morehouse report Pre1inlinary ~ a study '. 

. . ':', ", '. '. ~ChStatisticsbave'1oilg~a: being done byPrihceton.University's . 
:.:.. ~." ...... source offractiOus debate:. Conser-' ~ for Resean:h 9D C1ild Wen. 

"•.." '. ' . . " Vati~ ten~to bmme the prOb- Being. lound that £o:n'. of fi.vesingle . 
, •.:....; ... /. :' 1em on Culqmd and ~~~. .fa~ers a:t' ."romantica1lyun:olved': ' 
........ " ri. ,,':""'.' .,.whilellberalsbavetyp~argued··with *;hell' part:ners,at the time of 
:.',,' ".'.:' :.,...... . that the Situation is mofecOmplex.· ~Ha1fOf the couPlesacliJal.(;':.: 00. and largely'. attrihutable . to' lylivetogether,and85pen:entofthe 

., .~~.....".' sbriilldng.. economic. OPilOrttini.'f;ies :~providefinandalsupportdurirlg 
. '.: " .' inpoorneighborboods.·" ~and saYthei plan to 

. , .. ' '.. •••. . .•... Butthegapbetweentheseviews continue supporting their children. 
, .',.. ' appears to be narrOwing, as am Moreover, the study is fiitding that 
, '" ',......'istSofvaiyhigpolitica1viewsf~·' most sing1e. parents are-at least 

,,...., ..•.. on~ticso1uti?ns; "YOu, can' amtemplatingmarriage.• Q.i be abOut fathers •without signing ~e problem is when yOu look at 

,', ,', '. '.i '" .. .' e:,.-.I ..~:on JO a:wbolec:onservativ.e agen-' many of these gUys five, Sbi: ,ears 


I 	 .' 
:~ . da. ~dlwDaldMincy, a Ford ·'downtheroad.theyaren'tthere,they 
.,....... Fou.ndatioo· vice' preSident; who : aren't involved, tney aren't'married; .....-;... :~.~=~o:=s!d~sai~~.~ ~'~ ':they, :. 
, :' ~., .. ' supporter of the Morehouse state- cannot .afford families. .And· while . , 

... : " 'W'.' ment.. ....' . " statesbave stepped Up measures to 

".h'::~::·seeFA~.A7.COU·' '~e~~::c; 
"~ , ',,:',:,",-', ' 

, :', . .. 
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\ "',.Report:cotlfronts blackfanillies' crisis 9f 
, ' •. rl.I:<BY Karen s,p~terson ' ,'. '" . ' . .• . 'tmand phYsIcal 

" " '. '. ~' • USA TODAY' ,., .. ,'.' ' Although the Pl'O]:lOrt1()U 
, . .'~"" '.;" ~ '; ':. :,e' , ", " '. ": ,., dren with. is- grow.'. . 

· , ~"\:>: As Fathefs Day approaches, a'.' • . Jng most rapidly among whltes,it , .. /, , ,.='...., ...,maJor Jnltiati.ve frO,'m black an.d:: '. 15 a crts1s forAmerican blacks, the.. " 
;. . \ . 'White leaders callS for the nation's: ' report says. '.' ."', . :\ - ," . > ..da~ ~ espedalli black.dads -:- . . About 70% .of black children' . 

'. '.'" ' : ~,' to'put responsiblefathemood at are bom to.uiunarrted mothers. ", 
, , ..~ ',' the head of thefragendas.·; , and at least 80% of black cb1ldren 

:' :. '. .... The authors of the lnit1ative ex· can expect to spend aslgnlflcant ' . 
~ . liort "all AfrIcan·American lead· p¢of thefrcb1ldhood years. llvtng 

- ........ . ers to b11ng to th1s movement the ' " " ,,' ',', Bale IIocIIt , apart from thefr fathers. , 
".' '.,' same energy and·dedicat1on..the,I'I;;'''~~U.nltIngn~ Blankenho~DIs- . ThlkIngaboutfatherabSencein

, liamepasslon 'and fearlessness, . "'-1' . the black community - and who 
'. ' : ~ and pte same (jreativity and COUl'· eraIs, c:onseMltives, ,armIi'lg a minefield orwhatpolldes are responslble. ,: .:-"age that was summoned towage' ,has been difficult, says David 

:";"the struggle for basic dvilrights." . . " 'BIanket$orn, founder of the Instltute 
."TheMorehouse Research Inst1tute.· .' Th'e repo'rt put ' for American Values; 
, and ,the Instltute for American Val~ . . . , . ,.' The report put together by such a 

•~' ,ues Jolned.Wednesday to p~nt a together: bysuch a ' broad-based group "helps take the 
; 'report c8ned a Ncultural Watershed": " broad-based group , whole subject out of the minefield 'of \ 

" ~7\!mingthe Comer on FatherAb- " "he.lps take the:· ' ,radalpolltics,"'Blankenbomsays. 
, . '~' ,8en,ce in Black America. '" . '. ~ . . . The report .makesmany recom· 
\ . . It. deplores ~e pollti.cal. econom-' . whole subjeCt out' .m.endations.Amongthem: . . . 
. .' '. I~ sodal and cultural forces that are .. ' f th . . 11 ld f ....... Fathers and. mothers should / 

..' '., .,..\'se~fathers fi'om thefr' cllit-' 0 e mme e .O. '. work to bulld stronger parenting 

'. ..."". d.ren.. '. .' .. " . . racial politicS." .. '. ' partnerships.
. '. ......'lbe MorehouSe Research Instl- " ... Black cb.Urches should help 

· ...",. . tute, atfWated with MOrehQU5e CoI~ ,:.., David BlaDkenhom. ..bulld a movement a1Ined at famlly 
.~ "i :.'lege 1nAtJanta.15a dearingbouse for . . ,lDstttutefor beallng.,' . ., 

, ,."., Information .abOutblack, American American Values'" .Congress should pass legislation 
. ~-:-... ,·,:males;.th. e Instltutefor.American to support communI.ty-based father-' 
~ ..•• Values 15 a private think tank pro- In homes where thefr fathers do not ' hood programs that increase the. at··· 
, . • motlng thfHamlly. '.' .' . . llve,"· .' ;,.. ,tachmentofdads to thefr cb1ld.ren. . ' " .'.... The group that end.oIses.there-'Thef8Uout can be signI1idmt. "'lb.e publlc .and private sectors 

". ' . '. port Jsas SJgnIficantas the document Researcll' shOWS that; compared. should develop employment oPportl.!
\ '. ',: .If$elf: blacks and' Whites, conserva- .... with Cblldren with both parents at'" nltles In Urban areas. as well as pro. 

.~t1ves. and. nberaIs.. men and. womell;,home, chlJdren.who nveapart fri:>ni . Vide job skllJs traUlitig for. wort In the 
· .' ='-' 'sch9lars and act1~tornlng togeth. theltfathers are five times as likelY to suburbs and. transportation to those 
, '~ ". er to support responsIble fatherhood .be poor, more likely to do 'poorly In· suburbs from dt1es. ..:. . 

, .'~'., " , :. , "wtthfnhea1thy~part1Cular-: ·Scb.ooland~ceaSllke1ytodrop._9ut ,'. "'ProgramsthatdealWithunwed 
." ..lyWithin the black communitY, . of schooL.. ..' . parents: should connect them With . 
..•~ . The COalItlon represents. . a broad- . :The ,chUc:trenapart from thefr fa·'.' falth-based. marriage ed.ticatlonand' , ..\. '. '.,';:fC::==:=o::n~ ~erS alSo are at greaterrtskfor men· marriage mentormg programs. . 

. . ' . ' . tryhllfto reduce the number of chll·
." '=... m:enWh.O nve. In homes wlthOutdads..
' .'. . InItlally. that movement was seen 
. .' . to be baCked largely by c6nserva· ... t:J .,tlves.says Oble.Qsyton Jx:, director. 
.' '. ' .'. of the Morehouse Research Inst1tute. 


"."": :;. )~,_~:In'tb,eJ8st",ortwo.,wehaVe 

· ~.. gotten conservatlve!und nberalsto- . 
· .,r .... ,getherto,addtessaproblem." ...' .' 

". VI'..l .1bat problem Is thed1sappear·'
.' ,.' aJ.··.·.::~~ers fro1Uthe~o~es of, . 


":i..... . ......•..•. '.... It 15 "an ADlencan' proliIemthat.. '.
•. .... crossesrad81 . ethnic 'and class 

".:" ." 'JlDei;."thetepdrtsays. ....., ..... 


1 ".':,. ~.':,\ .~J>y~ratesofout-ot•.. 
· . '. . ..; we4lockbirths; sepatatJon anddJ·· 

· . . ..' ,.. vorCe; th1s trend Is robbing IIillllons .' 
:.: . ........ rc;'.'. :;.:OfOUl'ilatIO'n.'scllil~n.of. thesplrltu.~:. '
.. · . 

, '. " '. '; .• . . . f' ,~, em~oJtal. ,and m8te%:ial support
• ,'. ··.·,ofthetr fathers. .' .' . i .' .' 

...' --, .. ,; ~nlght;aboudoUr otevery 10 . 

'. .~:c:b1ldren In the USA wtngoto sleep .. 
.. :.Q .. ,........... . 
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,:." ' ., '. ' "c~niender in his announcement speech.' 
, .' CiintonMalCes; Peaee WJthSenat~Over ' echoed some bfthe saine cultural themes as 
, , ',Appointmeb't Nonilnattons , ,,' aoreaggressively sought to ~On.trast hinlSelf wiltb 

By Art Pine i:,' : , ,.'. "'Texan On both issues and eXperience.', 
<Los Angeles,Times , ' '" " ," " , , , ,,'In'arebuke ofthe'~ComPassionate conserVative'" 

, , " 	 '.,WASIml'GrON ,'PrCsideritClliit6n:prriDuSed ' ' ",,"', 'theine Bush has stressed, Gore said he wants to 

~" :"!.w.ednesday to'give the Senate mOre, ;!dvanceootlce·of ' maintainprosperitY' 'not by letting people fend for, 

.' :', ,mYkey apPointmentS lie plaD$ t6make wbilecoD.gr~s " ,',themselves, or hoping for crumbs ofcompassion, but' 


',' ,,' ,: is in reCess, ending ap6liticil battle WithlaViDwcers , 'Py gi~~ people1il~ s~lls and knowledge to ~cceed 
i< , .,.; that lad',threatenedto'bottle uP aspate ofnommatic)ns " "mtheu: own nght~,ll, " " ' 


. , 'forrilajor posts. ,~':'. .,' '. ,', K.8ren Htighes~ tb~Bushc~paign'~ communications' 

",,'Theflap aroseearliei' thlSmonthafter;C1inton.';' , " ~6tor, said Gore's cortnnenta,bout'~crumbs" ,," ' " 


':' " seeldDg to get aroufu1 Republican opposition to his, " "', disParaged.'~the,goodwOrkbeingdone by good- , 

" ' ,proposed appomtnientofSan Fratlciscophilanthropist ','" hearted Americans across this nation" iri the charities' 

. " " "and gay activiStJames c: Horinelas ambaSsadorto ,: ,", and conrinUnity:groups thatBush calls '~t1ie ar¢es of 


:" ..':', .>LuxemboUrg,iimnotincedthe nommarloo wbile '.', '" cOmPassion.'~Bycontrast,shechatged, Gore offered . 

. , '/ CODgress Wasoutoftbvm::' '/ ,," ;> ,', ,,' ,only ~'a long litany.~. ofbig govemmentsolutions.", 

,", ",' ,,; CliritonMdinade'a,pi'evioustecess app6mtmcmt ", .,', ' . In1m remarks~ Gore blended broad callSfor cultural 

,.; wbichbypaSses the'Senate's confirmation powers' in 'ren,~wal With a1istof~ecific policy goals., Much.as, 

", t 

, ',,' .. ' ·late,1997wheil he named Los AngelesattomeyBill ' Bush'did dUring his inaugural campaign swing in Iowa 

Lanntee as,acimg assistant attorney generalfor;civilaildNew Hampshirej~t days ago, (Jore said society's 

rights; Lee'snoniiillitiOn had been bpposed by , ',; , ,', healtbcouldnot be measured solely by economic ' 


:Repu}:lUcaIlir'whOcOmpiainea he had be~tOo "',' • prosp¢tY., "For the iSSue is noionly oUr standard of.. 
aggressiveasaCiVii rightsactivisl ' • , ' , ,,' ' liVing; butour standardS' in' life," Gore said. " , 

.' . ," Clinton made his,pronlise tOgiv~the senate mOre , Gore .said that while the,nation had eliminated the ' 
notice on ieceSs:appointmebtS"in a letter to Senate' ' : federal budget deficit,i~ still meed a series ofcultural , 

" Majority LeaderTmit Lott"R-Miss. A few mmutes" ~eficits:,' ~The time,deficit in fmwy,life; the decency , 
after the letterarrlve~ Sen:. JamesM. Inhofe, R-Olda,j . deficit in our COlnmon' culture; the care deficit for our ", 

, : lifted a ,"hold" pe hid impo~d onSena.te action on a)1 little ones and our elderlyparents....· ' 
, "presidential appo~tmentSfolloWing the'Ilonnel ,',' To respond:tO th,ose challenges~ Gore spelled out a 

, " " nommation. ,'," . _ ' " ";,',, ' ' " , ' ' series ofpolicy iirltiatives; In edticatio~ for instance,. , 
, .'tb~.Senate Finance',COD1initteescheduled a: hearing he Said he would push forinaking Pre-sChool edUcation' 

thUrSday on the nomination ofUwrehCe M;StimIners '" ' ,'univerSally availabl~,reduce class sizes in all grages " 
as secretary ,ofthe TteasurY,the ,highest;;.levelpost to ' ',,' , " through high schoolandenco\Qge stronger' ' ' ' 
,be affected by, theiIripaSse~ SUmmers;is to replace',' ,,educational standards arid accountability. 
, outgoing seaetaxyRobertE. Rubin. The Senate' , . " . In social poliey, he said he wQuld seek toexpandihe ,,", 
'Foreign RelatiorisCOriu:nittee, will begin a series'of ' Fiunily and Medical Leave Act (which allows parents ' 
; hearings affeqing Clinton's noinina~onofRichard C. ' , to take unpaid leave),inereaseaccess to after-school 

Holbrooke as U.s. ambassador to the Umted Nations. programs, expand the Clinton program. that has sOught ' 
Under the law for recess appointments,bOthHonnel to subsidize the hiring of 1 00,000,police officers, 

and Lee may contiriue in office ,withoutSenate ' toughen' gtm'controllaws,and increase partnerships 
" .. con:.t'irrilB.tion through the endof2000, just before " , between govemmeirt and faith-based charities to 

,C1i.tlton leaves office.' deliver social services an idea.championed by Bush. 
.'. Inecononlic policy. Gore promised to "balance. the . 

. budget or better every year," to seek newfree trade 
· Gore Allnounees Candidacy~ Takes Alinat Bush. . ..' aCcords but also "to llegot4te tabor and environmental 

" '. By Ronald Brownstein. . protections in thoseagreemen.ts," to raise.the minimum 
· Los'Angeles Times' , .. wage and to oppose any effort to ~'privatize" Social :" 
-.' 'cAR11IAGE, Tenn;Inas~dgedspeech. Vice .'. Securitjbydivertingpartofthepayrolltax'into 
'President AI' Gorefori:rially latmChedb,is bid for the ' '. individualinvestment accoUnts;· '" 

presidency Wednes44y:with pointed criticism oflus . . Gore tOuched oDly briefly on foreign policy. sayrng 
leaqingRepublican rival and a,pledge '~to. strengthen· .' in thebroadesttemis that •'America must lead the 

· family life in AmericiL" . . ..... . '., ." . world. And we must always be strong enough to do 
Surro~dedby .some 5,OOQ suppOrterS who squeezed ~' ". so." '. ',' ". '. 

mto the square outside the Smith County coUrthquse, . .·'In bidding to succeed Clinton; Gore is trYing'to cross' 
GO.re both ~ewed:argumeD.tshe likely;wpllldiaise, . ,difficult teIrain. In this century, only one sitt1ngvice 
againStT~xas,Gov.GeorgeW•. Bush'in a generat .' .' . president hils won election'as president Republican 
election and tried to distance himselffroniPresident .' 'George Bush in 1988: Indeed, smce 1900 only two 
Clinton's personal behaVior., . ...... . .... •.others~tting vicepresideDtS even claimed their party's '. 

· .. Gore, 5 I t stressed the impOrtance'ofa president' .. presidential DOm.i.Datibn .Republican Richard M. Nixon .. 
settiilg It'moral eXa:nlple"to guide our children.~ But in 1960 and Demo~tHubert H. Humphrey in 1968, . . 

,along with the clear reference to the Clbiton se~ . both of whom lost close eleCtions. . . . .'. . . 
· . , scandal, he sigrialedlie.\Vould:att:mpt to frimiethe" .... Gore is the heaVy favorite to win the DemOcratic' nod, 
_ 2000'electiori as aChoice between niaintaining the . . '. but even as he focuses hiS fire on'BUsh he faces a . 
·",C1fntonacb:DiniSti:ation's econoiJUepoli~o1' ris1cirlg a .' ~hallengeWithin the party from fonner Sen. Bill 
·'return to the. si6wdown thatdroveBushisfather'from .Bradley ofNewJersey. '. '... . ..... .' 
the WhiteHouS~ in 1992~ '. .... . ....... .'.. .... This will:be Gore's:second ~teHouse bid as a 

' .. 'We rememberwlat itwaslike seven yeariago," " . flISt~term senator from Tennessee. he jumped into the . 
." Gore dec1aredfuhls 2>riiliiute address.'~And I never; .:. Crowded 19aa Democratic presidential race; which' . 
ev~rwanttogobac~" . '.',':' . . . . ~as wonbythei:J.~G~v. MicbaelDukalds 'Of .... 

..... 'Onder acloudy skY on.~ warnuu:i4 Stillmommg, \ Massachusetts, . . . 
· Gore spokebriskly ah~,f~efully~ ifsoritetimes a bit .' 
· brea..th1e~IY~ ill th~~ ;tOWtlwherehe spent his' .. 

summers 8Sa1)oy aridstilhnamW.,ris an 88:,acre flinn. ' Br~di~y Says AdminiStration Hasn't Aided Poor . 
. At one pom'hewas.fo1tedt6 sllOtitoverilsmall knot .... Childi~p< . .. •. .,; .. ... . 

. , ',' 

• , 'ofprbtesterS;:whoblew wbtl~i8n:d 'atcusedthe;':' .. ... . .~yCat&leenDecker' 
:'admiriis~~Oriofblo~tw,Igtheldism"#tip~ofchUgs ~'LOsAJigeles:rimeS .,.. . ... ..... .. 

, '::~ : <.treat AID~inAfti~:Al.anothei POint; Gore deliVered ..... LOS.ANGELES Ovemhadowed this week by two . 
. ·a::paragmph()ftheSptechin Spiiiiis~.:". .': : . . .. othCt: preSidential'candidates and one newlyunretired .. 

.. . . Though G9ie:nevermentioned Gov. BUsh by:nanie; basketb.allcoach,.Demoeratic presidentialcontender 
. ratelyhasanrcaridiCIateso ditC~yWgeted another. . Bill Bradleyjabbed the Clinton adminiStration' 

t·') : 

,.,. ,.' ',,"' 

. ,'! ';, 

-"! 
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fIdling to lift children out ofpoverty . :Oy Bob Drogln 
seven-year tetrure. > . I:'" '. : • . . Los Angeles Times. . . 

remarks, deliveM(fina speeCh at the downtown '. . WASHINGTON. Under intense pressure to act more .. 
· row children'sscrvicescenteiPara LOs Nmos" . aggressively to plug leakS and tighten security at the 
• were ainied at the onlY other Democrat in the race:' . nati6n's nuclear weapons facilities, Energy Secri:tary. 

Vice President AlGore, the front"niml:er who on Bill Richar'dson named aretired four;'star Air Force .. 
· Wednesday formally annoUnced his candidacy; . "gerieralasthe departmeD:t's fll'St"securitYcZar" only· ." 

~'After seven yearS ofthe fll'St two-term Democratic .• . hours after meeting bUn Wednesday. . 
administta:tionsinceFrankliil Roosevelt, the percentage .... Gen. Eugene E. Habiger, who last serVed as '. . .. 

.... ofAmerican ~dren living in poverty has barely. '.' 9:ommander in chielte~~e V.S..Strategic Command, 
· cnanged," Bradley declarei:!' "'.;'•.There are still as .' , told reporters that he sees his newly created . 

· many chijdren living in povertY8s 'therewereaft~12 . government job director, ofthe Office ofSecurityanq 
· years. ofRepublican adminiStrations." '.' '. . Emergency Operations in distinctly dracoirian tenns. 
. And, he.adcted; "The people in this DemoCratic . '. ~'I will be a dictator,"he said. Richardson, who sat 

· . administration have looked at these saine statistics of .' . 'beside Habiger at a h8.stily called news conference, 
. 1 

.'. child pOverty for seven long years. But what have they appeared taken aback but tater laughed and said: "I . 
'•• done? They've .tiDkefedaiound the niargins!i. . . like the dictator line." . , 

Bradley decliDedto say-wbat theacb:niqistrati()D. Habiger; 60,.vowed.to "work very quickly, very. . 
should have doneiHe,declinedtosay whyhe thought it aggressively, and I Will get this thing fiXed." He said he .' 

. ..: had only tinkered with poverty programs. He declined ~_ ,looks forward to .working with nuclear scientists but . 
to say whafhe woUld do. He even eXcised from his . .' joked: "I barely know how to.spell physics.". < 


'. speech'a planned eildorS.ement of tWo ideas support for . Richardson also aDnouncedhe has ordered.the . 

" .. ' a higher minimum Wage and an expansion ofthe .' . nation's three nuclear weapons laboratOries to freeze all 


.. , i .earnediIieome tax.'credit on the grounds th8t he :would .: operations, next Monday and Tuesday to "train people . 
detail hispositionS~in the fall; .' •... ' '. '.' . and getthe attention" ofscientists and other employees . 

, ....... Across t6Wn, Bradley's buddy and camp~gn.: .... , y,rho may still be resisting stricter security and other 
volunte.er PI1:i1' JadaiOD, \Vas. debtitiDg as the coach of reforms, despite an ongoing Chinese espionage" . 
the Los Angeles LalCers. Oliskid row, BradlejrwaS. ','< s(:andaL . , '. .' . 

·'. entimeraiirig proQlemS dear to him and counting on . . .' RichardSon .said the two-day" stand-down," as well' 
voteri to: stick ·8rotnidfor sevetalmonths to' hear his '. ..\as new plans to reorganize the department's intelligence' 
solutions.," .. :.:' , .. : , '. : . ". ' ·divisioIiaridcreate the position ofundersecretary of.' . 
'Indeed; Democra6evotm ~beingtr~tedthese '. 'nati6nalsecUrlty. were in respOnse to theblistering .' . .' 

.: daYs~toa nearreverSat ofthetraditionaftem1sofa' . criticism aimed at the departinent in separate reports by . 
.' primary conteSt: BradleY.iwho trailS OOreS6 percent to ':a House mvestigative cominittee arid by President,; 
.'. " 26percent.m caIiforilia.tliaci:6idlng to aneW Los . . '..... ClintOn's top intelligence advisors..: . ' 
'. Angeles;Tiines poll, is addlessing topics,kolelyin .. ' ."This is to Tespond to some ofthe cOnc.erns (m the 

.' general tenns,thoughOtcaSionaIly the;ptOblenis ". . reports) thatw~ still don't have our aCt together," 
involve thomYsUbjects like race relations.. . . . •..... '.' '.' Richardson sl1id. .' . . . . .... ....:. 
· AndGore tryillgto,separatehirilSelffrOm'Braciley, . '. The House panel was headed by Rep: Christopher 
Republican ffunt~nmne(George W. BUSh and, not the . . '. Co~Calif.~ . 

· ·.least, President Clinton is layiIig on the details," .... .. . :while.the president's foreign intelligence advisory: 
· . abandoning the rose-color¢d generalities that usually .' boa,d is headed by fomier Sen. Warren B. Rudman, It-

flavor front-:nmner Campaigns.. ..' . . . . N.H. RichardsonpubJiCty challenged the conclusions . 
· ,'. Bradley,.a former tm:ee~termNewJerseysenator and. in both reports and verbally SpaIredwith Rudman this . 

'. former.forwar~:lforthe New YorkKnicks where he . week; , . ,. . 
'. was'a rooIrimate OfJackSon is midway through a nine- " .. The two reports 'have fueled groWing momentum on .' 
,day swing m·California.:ThetOur isnorable fodts· .' .Capitol Hill to force dramatic restiu(:tUIiQg ofa '. .' . 
durationandtiining. ninemonthS·befcm th~Ci1ifonUa,.· .., . department Widelyc'astigated as Culturallymcapable of 
prinuiryand indicates the stlte'~ potential heft in the . fundalxientalreform. . .' ..... . .' . . 

· 2000 piesidentiai ~Ontes{ .'. :.'.' . . ' .... : At' a neWs cOnference. Richardson appeared to soften 
· .... It has been out-publiCiZed. however, by. . ...hisOpposition to proposals in Rudman's report, 8$ well 

circtm,1stance. On the:mst day ofBradley's tour; BuSh ' . .as in Cottgress, to Create a stand-atOne eXecutive. 
•made Iris maidCnvoyage to I()WIlt .dtaWingthe attention' .". agency within the department to direct the nuclear 

· . ofthe·political' world. bnWedn.esday. Gore f<mnally .weapons programs.' ,... .' . 
.announced his candidacy. in between,lnuch of the . .. . . '.,~We're'not that far apart," he slid. "rm willing to , 

.B:Cadley-~elaiedhu2:z revolved aroundJaclcson, who 'workwith the Congress on Ways to mergewhat I think . 
was scheduledto appearafa fund-prlsetThurictay . . are slight differences."'. . . '. . . 

. night' '., '. ". .' ... ' . '. " '. . .... ,Richardson repeated his refusal to cOnSide~ removing 
·..Througbout; Bradley has·heWJi closely to his pie~trip the weapons labs f'rOni the department ennrely and to. 
·vo~ not to get specific as he talked about t~ics like.' . place them in a sq,mte new government agency. That 
water, heatthcarean~oii:WedDesday,:,pov.erty. . plan is far more controversial, and ~ven some of its .' 
. Bradley said the leyelofchildho.Od poverty'was proponents have suggested that it is being offered 

· . ·"intolerable;." .•... .: ' .. , .' .... .' ,". . .'. moStly as a worst'::case:negonating tacti,c. , . 
. "DeSpite seven years ofprosperity, millio~ of 

parents are holdiIlg downseYeraljogsjuSt to make . 
.. ' ends meet,"he deeiared; "TWo-thirds ofour children . '. House Sides. With: Entertainment Industry . 

. . eXp,erience parental care as ahumedeff0rtbC$Veen too 'By Janet Hook and Nick-Anderson' ' 
.' . / much worlcand too little sleep., Parents, ric~ and poor, . .Los ADgeles Times. .'., . . 

. . suffer from time poverty .• ;.' " . ..... . . WASHINGTON The House delivered a victory to' 
!~TecJnlology raCes on, we move at the speed of light, the entert:ail:u:nent'induStry Wednesday,rejectilig a 

·but·.ourchildren are becoming a blur. Everywhere l ' broad measure deSigned to keep ~xcessively violent 
· look these days I see decent people v,;ho are parent!! books, movies and other media out of the reach of 

· 'strugglingagafust odds that would test the best among. iliinors•. 

· :us." . . '. " . . ..... '.. . '. . The propOsal, defeated 282-146, would have banned . 


. Theformer s~tor: said solving·the nation's family' the sale. to children uDder 17 ofmaterials containing .' 
· problemS woUld. require ajoiDt effort by employers~ '.' 'i~$citviolent material:.'.such,as depictions :of 
· goveriunent and parents.' , . .' sadism, tortu.re and rape. . . , . 

. '. . Its defeat was a blow to a strategic effort by House 
;Republican 1i~aders to shift the focus. away from gun 

· .RedredGeneralIsNam~d toNeW~SecurltyCzar' ,coritrol as a means ofCUibing youth violence..GOP 
Post.··· ". .' '. ',," .' .' leaders instead argued tbJit the roots of~es sUch as 

1, ... .' 
" "'. 

,1,': ' 
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NATIONAL PRACTITIONERS NETWORK 

FOR FATHERS AND FAMILIFS, INC. 

1133 Twentieth.Stteet. NW, Suite 210 Washington. D. C 20036 

(202) 822-13;; (800) 34N-PNFF Ftt (202) 622-5699 

Tene' M. jones, Prtslun1 

Preston j. Garrison. EYr:utive Director 


May 4, 1999 

TO: Andrea Kane (202) 456-7431 
Lisa Mallory (202) 456-2830 

FROM: Preston J. Garrison 

RE: Background Material for Our Telephone Appointment 
Thursday, May 6 -10:00 AM 

Andrea and Lisa: 

Thank you for your willingness to talk mth me by telephone on Thursday. In order to 
provide you with a bit of background on NPNFF _.as it has begun to move into its next stage of 
development - and about my own background, I am forwarding the accompanying materials. 
As you will see from the January -March report,. much ofour - and my - effort has been on 
internal organization activities. 

In the months ahead, we want to move NPNFF into an increasingly active role in the 
public policy arena that is growing around fatherhood and families issues, and to bring the voice 
and perspective of local practitioners to a move visible and effective level. 

Thanks for takjng the time to look over this material~ and for scheduling time to visit 
with me. 

GO'd 669SGG8GOG:X'E'.:l lJdN 



NATIONAL PRACTITIONERS NETWORK 

FOR FA'nlERS AND FAMILJES, INC. 


A PROFILE 

Every year since 1992, Vice-President Al Gore has hosted a Family Reunion Confer
ence to focus on specific issues that affect families. In July ,1994, at Family Reunion ill, 
"The Role ofMen in Childrell.'s Lives." a number ofleading researchers, policy makers and 
practitioners participated in a public dialogue on the role of men and fathers in the lives of 
children. As a result of this two-day meeting, which was facilitated with the assistance of the 
National Center on Fathers and Families (NCOFF) at the University ofPennsylvania. a group 
of30 practitioners agreed to establish a national network. 

In 1995, with support from the Funders Collaborative, which includes the Ford, An
nie E. Casey, Charles Stewart Mott. and John Danforth Foundations, this informal network 

, ~ 

became the National Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families (NPNFF), a not-
for-profit, member-driven networking organization committed to strengthening support for 
fragile families -low-income, never-married parents and their children. NPNFF's mission 
"is to enhance the resources available to children in fragile families by heightening the 
involvement offlI1hers andfostering communication, program development, professional 
tkvewpnumt, education, and coUaboratWn among proctitioners working with various fa
ther-focused programs". 

Under leadership initially from the Families and Work Institute and. as of June 1. 
1997, from the National Center for Strategic Nonprofit Planning and Community Leadership 
(NCPL). NPNFF bas held local and national forums for policy makers, practitioners and re
searchers; began the publication ofa national newsletter, THE COLLABORA TOR, with 
NCQFF and the Center on Fathers, Families. and Public Policy (CFFPP) at the Family Re
source Coalition; established a national board and committee structure; held its filst regional 
conferences in Atlanta, Georgia and Minneapolis, Minnesota; and' cosponsored the Fourth 
Annual Fathers, Families and Communities Conference held in Anaheim. California, spon
sored by the California Department of Social Services. 

In November, 1998, NPNFF entered into a new level oforganization and develop
ment when the Board ofDirectors employed its first full time executive director and began 
the establishment of its own offices and staff team. These actions by the Board signal the ini
tiation of major long-term etiolts by NPNFF to build the profession of fatherhood and fragile 
families program practitioners and to contribute substantially to the growth and evolution of 
the fatherhood and fragile families movement. 

Ilpnffp!(lfile, Wpd up::1ate4 Novemlx:r 17, 1998 
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NATIONAL PRACTITIONERS NETWORK 

FOR FATHERSAND FAMILIES, INC. 


QUARTERLY REPORT OF ACflVITIESANDACCOMPLISHMENTS 

JANUARY-MARCH 1999 


Following is a brief review ofmajor activities, work elements, and.meetings for the calendar 
quarter ending March 31. 1999. 

January 1999 

• 	 A Draft NPNFF Nominating Committee Member's Handbook was completed and 
submitted to committee members for reView and cOIIUnent~ 

• 	 The NPNFF Executive Director continued outreach activities to become acquainted with 
the fatherhood and faDlilies field and to begin enhancing NPNFF's sector identity and 
presence. Activities jncluded: 

• 	 participating in the Quarterly SFFI grantees update meeting; 

• 	 corresponding with Dr. John Gates, Mental Health Program Director at 
The Carter Presidential Center in Atlanta; secured invitation to visit-with 
he and Mrs. Carter to discuss NPNFF' s wo~ and for NPNFF Board

) President and Executive Director to participate in future Rosalynn Carter 
Mental Health Policy Symposia; 

• 	 meeting with Lisa Silverberg, National Training Director for HaDdsNet., 
Inc., to explore future cooperative activities. 

• 	 A proposal was submitted to the NPNFF Membership Development Committee for 
revision of the Membership Categories and Dues Structure in preparation for initiating 
NPNFF's first membership recruitment campaign in February; 

• 	 Board member comments to draft Projected Program ofWork: 1999 - 200 J were 
received and utilized in preparing a revised and refmed document; utilized revised 
document in developing funding proposals; 

• 	 Funding proposals and/or letters of inquiry/intent were submitted to: 
• 	 The Ford Foundation 
• 	 The Peace Development Fund 
• 	 Albert A. List FOUlldation 
• 	 The Will Smith Foundation 

\ 
./ 

Page lof 4 

170'd 	 669SU8C:OC:: X lJdN"E'.:l 



• 	 Scheduling ofNPNFF Board ofDirectors meeting for March 6 - 7. 1999 in Indianapolis 
was completed~ 

• 	 The first monthly (rMEMBERS SERVICES MEMO," a document designed to keep 
members infonned ofNPNFF activities, create networking opportunities, and provide 
members with a regular connection with NPNFF. was prepared and mailed to allNPNFF 
members; 

• 	 An extensive analysis ofthe NCOFF "FATHER & FAMILY LINK" Web Site "Sun'ey 
ofPrqgrams" database was initiated as a base for constructing an estimate of the 
potential membership/constituency base ofNPNFF; 

The NPNW Executive Director and Board members Linda Jenkins. Joe Jones. and 

Geraldo Rodriquez attended President Clinton's ··Welfare-to-Work" Initiatives 

announcement at the Old Executive Office Building, Washington DC. 


February 1999 

• 	 Conference call committee meetings were held for the NPNFF Nominating Committee 

and the Membership Development Committee; 


NPNFF Executive Director continued outreach activities to become acquainted with the 

fatherhood and families field and to begin enhancing NPNFF's sector identity and ) 

presence. Meetings were held with: 


• 	 Gordon Railey, CEO. The National Assembly ofNational Voluntaty 
Health and Social Welfare Organizations 

• 	 Mike McGrady, Deputy Director, National Head Start Association 

• 	 Wade Hom, National Fatherhood Initiative 

• 	 Lorin Harris. Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 

• 	 Dr. Ronald Mincy, Ford Foundation 

• 	 NPNFF Executive Director attended NeSEA Mid-Year Policy 'Forum; 

• 	 NPNFF Membership Recruitment Campaign materials were prepared for presentation to 

the Membership Development Conunittee and the Board ofDirectors at the March 6 - 7 

Board meeting; 


• 	 Board ofDirectors agenda. and committee agendas. and materials packet were prepared 

Page 2 of 4 
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and mailed to the Board ofDirectors in preparation for the March 6 ~ 7 committee 
meetings and Board meeting; 

• 	 Editorial production ofthe Spring 1999 issue of THE COLLABORATOR newsletter was 
underway~ With a publication target date ofApril 1> 1999; 

• 	 February issue ofMEMBER SERVICES MEM:O mailed to all current NPNFF members. 

March 1999 

• 	 NPNFF Executive Director held meetings with: 

• 	 Neil Stanley & Jason Walkc.-. Public Welfare Foundation 

• 	 Vivian Gadsden, Ph. D.• NCOFF 

• 	 attended NPCL's "Politics ofFatherhood" Conference. NPNFF ~oaId 
members Joe Jones. Neil Tift, and Jerry Hamilton attended this 
conference 

• 	 Lou Durden, IBM Corporation, and Cynthia Sadler, CHS Enterprises, 
financial development consultant 

'\ 
• 	 NPNFF Membership Development, Professional Development, Personnel, " 

Communication, Nominating and FinancelExecutive committees met on Saturday. March 
61h in Indianapolis, Indiana; 

• 	 NPNFF and the FatherResources CenteriWisbard Health Services co-hosted a 
networking reception for Indianapo1is-area practitioners, organization and agency 
representatives, and FRC board members on Saturday ev~n& March 6t1!; 

NPNFF Board ofDirectors met on Sunday, March r". in Indianapolis. Major actions 
taken by the Board included: 

.. 	 Adoption 'ofNPNFF Financial Policies and Procedures 
• 	 Established NPNFF Fiscal Year to be June· May 31 
• 	 Adopted operating budget for March - September 1999 
• 	 Approved funding proposal to Ford Fooodation for March - September 1999 
• 	 Accepted Compiled Financial Statements and IRS 990 Report for FY 1997-1988 
• Adoption ofGeneral Governing Policies ofthe Board ofDirectors 
.. Adoption ofan Operating Policy on Reimbursement ofVolunteers 
• Adoption ofan Operating Policy on Sexual Harassment 
.. Adoption ofan Operating Policy on Conflict ofInterest 

Page 3 of 4 
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• 	 Adoption ofc1arifying amendments to the NPNFF By·laws and adding a new by \ 
,/law article on Board Conduct and Conflict ofInterest 

• 	 Adopted revision ofNPNFF membership categories and dues structure 
• 	 Established 1999 membership goals for renewed and new member recruitment 
• 	 Established geographic regions for use in all NPNFF activities and planning 
• 	 Approved contract relationship with NPNFF Executive Director 
• 	 Directed Professional Development Committee and Executive Director to seek 

funding to sponsor an Eastern Regional Conference in 4th Quarter of 1999 

• 	 Tabletop Display unit designed and ordered for use in promoting NPNFF membeJ5hip 
and programs at related meetings and conferences; 

• 	 Membership recroitment campaign brochures printed and distribution to Board members 
begun. Membership recruitment campaign to continue through September~ 

• 	 Draft Minutes of Board ofDirectors meeting completed and mailed to Board members; 

• 	 March issue ofMEMBER SERVICES MEMO mailed to all current NPNFF members; 

• 	 Initial letters of inquiry and introduction mailed to approximately 25 foundations and 
corporate giving programs to introduce NPNFF and obtain application and giving 
guidelines. 

') 

NPNFF: March 31, 1999 
Prepared by: Preston J. Garrison 

\ , 
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December 1, 1998 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

I 

NATIONAL PRACTITIONERS NETWORK ANNOUNCES 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ~POINTMENT 


, I I 

The Board ofDirectors ofthe National Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families, 
Inc, has announced the appointment ofPreston J. GarHson of Alexandria. Virginia. as the 
organization's executive director. The Board's announbent came at the conclusion ofa 
national search to select its first chief staff officer to prhvide leadership in the development of 
NPNFF as an organization dedicated to fostering CO~unication. program development, 
education. and collaboration among practitioners working with father-focused programs_ 

I 
Garrison brings more than twenty-five years ofprofessional experience in organization 

development, association management, and public poli~ advocacy to NPNFF. He began his 
professional career as project director of a rural multi-service center for a Community Action 
Program as part ofthe "War on Poverty." Much ofbis fraining in community organization and 
cOmmunity development was through the Office of~nomic Opportunity's national training 
programs_ In 1970, he joined the National Mental Health Association as a local affiliate director. 
and began a 2 I-year career with NMHA. In 1984, he w.b appointed as the NMHA's National 
Executive Director. a position that he held for seven years. Since 1992, he has served as a 
consultant to numerous local, state and national not-forlprofit organizations, providing technical 
assistance in areas of strategic planning, organizational Positioning, financial development, 
board development, and communications/marketing. I 

I 
Garrison has received certification as a Professional Consultant to Management through 

the National Bureau of Professional Consultants.. He sthves on the Board of Directors. and is a 
former Board Chairman~ of the Applied Research and l1evelopment Institute, an international 
technical assistance and development organization based in Denver. Colorado which works to 
improve management systems and practices in not-for-profit organizations. 

++++++++++ 

lJciN 
SO'd ££:v1 6661 V neW 



· ..... , 

1c?J11 




;!:'Nauooal 
Fatherhood 
::::Initiative VOWME4.1ssUE I 

:'NFI Issues Report on 
.!Fatherhood and TV 
'In:rv Land, Dads Are Either Absent 
': OrJncompetent 

Clearly, something is wrong with this 
The networks involved in the review I 

ABC, CBS, Fox, NBC and WE. NFl rated I 
those shows that met the following three 
criteria: (I) a father was a recurring .'hOIr!lf"tpr· 

(2) the relationship between the father and I 
his children was a central defining feature , 

character, only four (27%) received a "positive" 
portrayal. with an equal number receiving a 
"negative" rating. The remaining seven feature 
fathers with some positive qualities, but they 
were significantly deficient in meetil'Jg one or 
more of the criteria for the five dimensions of 
fatherhood. Of all the shows rated, only 40 
percent portrayed competentfathers. Thus, the 
typical father is portrayed as incompetent. 

Of the 15 shows rated, WB's Seventh 
Heaven and CBS's Promised Land tied for 
first place for their depiction of married 
fathers. Others in the top five category are: 
Smart Guy (WB), Two ofa Kind (ABC) and 
The Hughleys (ABC). At the bottom of the list, 
representing shows with generally negative 
portrayals of fatherhood, are: The Nanny 

. (CBS), Brother's Keeper (ABC), That 70s 
Show (Fox), Dawson's Creek (WB) and· 
Everybody Loves Raymond·(CBS). 

As Nfl president Wade Horn states in the 
conclusion of the Fatherhood & TV report: 
"When 4 out of every 10 children are growing 
up absent their fathers, it is critical that every 
socializing institution in America provide posi
tive messages about responsible fathers, both to

':irhe National Fatherhood Initiative (NFl) under
;~.iqbk a major study of prime time television 
\over a five week pcriod from mid-November 
:\iliroLigh mid-December 1998, to learn first
:'hand how television portrays fatherhood. Citing 
')tie impact of television as perhaps our most 
pO'werful cultural institution, NFl President 

/\\'Nade F Horn, Ph.D., said the findings in 
;: fatherhood & lVare hardly cause for celebration. 
Y,:·."What we've learned about how television 
:portrays dads is disnlaying, to say the least," 

'~~s;llid Horn. "The more involved a father is, the 
: 11,fl':ll.\", more likely he is to 
:l be portrayed as 

:( incompetent. 
Conversely, the 
dads portrayed as 
intelligent and able 
men are often the 
ones least involved 
with their children. 
Tn TV Land, it 
seems the dad who 
is there is not 
really all there. 

show and (3) the father's children were ' 
18 years old or younger. Each show that met 
these criteria was then independently evall\ated 
by members of the NFl staff on five dimen'sions 
of fatherhood: Involvement, Engagement, ! 

Guidance, Competence and Priority. . 
Major findings of the study reveal that: 

III Of the 102 prime time network TV shows 
(excluding news, sports and local I 
programming), only 15 (14.7%) feature a 
father as a recurring, central character. I 

13 The majority of these fathers are portrayed as 
uninvolved, incompetent or both. I 

III Tf you vyere to choose a TV show for your 
. child to watch at random, that child is 15 

times more likelyto be watching a show 
where sex between unmarried adults is a 
recurrent theme, than to be watching a s~ow 
where an involved and competent father is a 
recurrent theme. ' 

In response to the question of how 
television portrays dads, the study found most 
portrayals \vcre mixed. Of the 15 network ~Ie
vision shows with a fathl.!r as a central, rec~rring

I 

inspire men to be better fathers and to educate 
children as to what good fathers are and do." 

This new study offers important insights 
into how television is meeting, or rather, not 
meeting, this challenge. 
The complete Fatherhood & TV report can be 

obtained by writing fo the NFl at One Bank Street, 

Suite 160. Gaithersburg. MD 20878. or by visiting 

our website at www.fatherhood.org. 


Top Ten Dad 
IVlovies Offer 
Inspiring Messages 
In the midst of the negative and harmful 
images of fathers throughout our popular 

. culture, there are some notable exceptions to 
the rule of depicting dads as one of the three 
most common stereotypes: the absent, the 
befuddled and the violent. The National 

continued on page 9 

http:www.fatherhood.org
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