Notes from Fathers Work Group Call — July 9, 1999

Millenium Project: discussion on incarcerated fathers, different people from EDand DOJ then
have been participating in DPC/NPR groups, Foundation representatives are rethinking role of .
practitioners’ network, sorting out how the networks fit together. -

Fathers Guide: ACEF estimates that TANF use of funds guide cost about $80,000 in in-house
time for research, writing, editing, with another $2,000 for graphics, printing, and mailing.
Printed 2,500 copies, mailed 1,000. Took about 6 months to develop. Have not gotten details
on HCFA Medicaid guide. HHS will have internal discussion on resources for this effort.
Question about OMB data collectlon rules/restrictions on gathering information on best
practices/promising models. (Andrea will check). :

Morehouse Report recommendations:

#3 on role of churches: Some churches currently work with parts of criminal justice system.
OCSE has initiative to work with faith-based organizations on child support issues including
talking to members about importance of child support, distributing information. Methodist
church recently put out guidance on child support. Article from Salt Lake City indicates
Mormon Church is asking incoming members whether they are keeping up with child support.

#6: can be addressed through Wtw; TANF (purposes 3 and 4), Acéess and Visitation grants,
HHS research on marriage, early Head Start and Head Start to encourage parent involvement
- (including fathers), DOL workforce programs.

#7: Child Support
-a) Size of initial orders: primarily a state issue regarding guidelines. Some concern re: courts
making orders retroactive (also a state issue). Had proposed guidelines commission in 1994
— taken out of legislation (reconsider?). Minimum orders — imposed when NCP doesn’t show
up and court makes assumption about how much they’re working — may overstate earnings
and lead to building up arrearages. Idea of doing best practlces volume on how states are
addressing these issues for low income NCPs. Also thinking about doing a series of guides —
possibly next year (resource issue). First step is to survey states; don’t know enough about
what they are doing. :
b) Arrearages: concern re: attacks on Bradley amendment. Need to protect it, but willing to look
~ atrelated arrearage issues, e.g. recently issued guidance on compromising arrearages for
parents who marry. Initiative in FY 2000 budget on modification of orders for TANF cases
(mandatory review for TANF cases) — luke warm interest in House (maybe opposition from
IV-D?). Some fathers need more assistance on modifications. OCSE is doing internal report
on state review and modification policies — will be ready soon. Paul will provide one pager
on budget initiative.
'¢) Waivers/demos — 10 PFF waivers still in process at HHS. Responsible Fatherhood Grants —
will be getting 3 year of funding but not aware of plans for new ones. Evaluation in process
— interim/process report in 6 months; final report in 12-18 months.

#8:




EITC — David Ellwood doing research that finds no behav1ora1 effects of marriage penalty in

EITC (Paul will share paper).
Need to discuss housing issues with HUD.
New Markets Initiative, EZ/EC, WIA address some of the other issues.,
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A National Calamlty

So now we are four, as along comes -

Jack, 8 pounds, 4 ounces, to join Tom,
who for the record welcomes this
development; and now I know what
“my job will be for the remainder of my
days. 1 will be the man sitting behind
the driver's wheel saying: Boys listen

. toyour mother. -

This is a good job, and one of the
better things about it is the nice clarity
it lends to life. Fathers {and mothers)

relearn that the world is a simple

enough place. They discover that their
essential ambitions, which once

. seemed o many, have been winnowed
down to a minimalist few: to raise’

their children reasonably well and to
Tive long enough to sée them turn oyt
reasonably okay. This doesn’t seem
like a great deal to ask for until you
find out that it is éverything to you.

Because, it turns out, you are every- -

thing to them.

We know this not just emotionally

but empirically. We know—even Mur-
phy Brown says so—ihat both fathers
and mothers are essential to the well

being of children. Successive studies-

have found that children growing up in
single-parent homes are five times as
likely to be poor, compared with
children who have both parents at

home. They are twice as Fkely (f .

male, three times as likely) to comenit
a crime leading to imprisonment.

They are more likely to fail at school, .

fail at work, fail in

society.
What, then, would we say a.bout a-

society in which the overwhelming

‘,mapntyofchx}drenwerebommto

homes without fathers and who grew
up, in significant measure, without
fathers? We would say that this society
was in a state of disaster, heading
toward disintegration. We would say

that here we had a calamity on a par -

with serious war or famine. And, if
that society were our own, we would,
presumably, treat this as we would
war or famine, with an immediate and
massive mobilization of all of our
resources.

Of course, this soclety is our own.
Of black children born in 1996, 70

- percent were born to unmarried moth-
ers. At least 80 percent of all black *

children today can expect that a signif-

vicant part of their childhood will be

spent apart from their fathers,
Millions of America’s children live

in a gtate of multiplied fatherless-

ness—that is, in homes without fa
thers and in neighborhoods where a
majority of the other homes are like-
wise without fathers. In 1990, 3 mil
tion children were living in fatherless
homes located in predominantly fa-
therless  neighborhoods—neighbor-
‘hoods in which a majority of the
f'c\mﬂxes were headed by smgie moth:

ki v

ers. Qverwhelmingly, thoae children
were black, :

. These figures, and most of the
others that follow, come from a report,
“Turning the Corner on Father Ab-
sence in Black America,” released to

" noevident great concern this week by

the Morehouse Research Institute and
the Institute for American Values.

As the report notes, things were not
always - thus. In 1960, when black
Americans lived with systemic oppres-
sign, 78 percent of black babies were
bomtomamedmothers,anahnost ’
mirror reversal of today’s mlgty OIn
the 1950s, a black child would spefid
on average about four years living iff a

t home. An estimated oom-

' parable figure for black children.born

in the early 1080s is 11 years. Acchrd-
ing to the research center Child
“Trends, the proportion of black chil
dren living in two-parent familiés. fell
by 23 percentage points between 1970
and 1997, going from 58 percent to.35
percent,

The disaster of biark famerl@saess

'mAmencalspartofalargercmxs’In

every major demographic grdup fa
therlessness has been growing for
years. Among whites, 25 percent of
chﬂdrendonothvemtwoeparent,
homes, up from 10 percent in 1870,
Overall, on any given night, four.ouf of
10 children mArnencamslee;nﬁgm .
homes without fathers. (True,'in the
past few years, the numbér of oitof .
wedlock births has begun to fall,"but
that trend is too nascent and.too
modest to much affect the situation.),
Somepeoplet!unkaﬂofthxsmat
ters, One is' David Blankenhorn, a
liberal organizer who learned reahtm‘
as a Vista volunteer and who 11 yeats!
ago founded the Institute for Amert-
can. Values, coauthor of this week's
report. It is Blankenhom's modest.
suggestion that fathers are necessary
to children, that their abdication on a
large scale is calamitous to the nation:
and that the people who run the nation -
shauld do something serious ajoyt

'Ihemanwhoamenﬂyruns:txs )
not a factor here; he does not' do
serious, What about the men. who
would run it? Al Gore says nothing;he
is too busy fighting the loss ef green
spaces in Chevy Chase. Bill Bxadley
preaches about raciam but is silént
about the ruination of a race. George
W. Bush is full of compassiondte
conservatism, but he won't say Guite -
what that is. And so on. History will
wonder why America’s leaders‘aban-
doned America’s children, and »Vhy
America let them do so. S

r
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Andrea Kane

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP@EOP
Subject: Fathers Guide

Following up on my brief conversation w/ Canta yesterday, we are very interested in moving forward to
develop guidance for states and communities on how to support initiatives to promote responsible
fatherhood. We envision this as an effort that cuts across programs and agencies (similar to the
interagency transportation guidance). It would include: a guide to the various federal funding streams
(TANF, WtW,.CS, WIA, and others); discussion of other available state, local, private resources; some
models and examples of how states and communities are currently using these resouces - both
independently and how they are blending them; some basic facts about fathers and why this is important;
and some resource/contact information.

There are several existing pieces that could be built upon, updated and expanded including: 1) 1999 Map
and Track on State Initiatives to Promote Responsible Fatherhood, 2) 6/98 NCCP Issue Brief by Stanley
Bernard, Responsible Fatherhood and Welfare: How States Can Use the New Law to Help Children (the
exec summary is on the web, they sent us a full copy but it appears to only be a draft). This is a very
helpful piece but needs to be updated and expanded, 3) ACF's TANF spending guide mentions various
ways TANF funds can be used for resp. fatherhood efforts, 4) DOL just released a short "ldeas That
Work" piece on NCPs. We'd want to also include info about the child support demos. Might also want to
include some info about DOJ efforts/resources. '

" I'd like to hear back about how you think such a guide could be done (i.e. by contract?), about how much it
might cost, possible resources, suggestions as to how to structure it, and how quickly this could be done.
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Andrea Kane

Récord Type: Record

“To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

- e
Subject: Fathers Day Proclamation

- Below is the President's Father's Day Proclamation, which mentions the work of the President and the
- Vice President on this issue, and the importance of Welfare-to-Work reauthorization. It's available on the
White House web site at: http://library. whitehouse.gov/ThisWeek.cgi, then go to June 18th.

.. Feel free to share widely or to link from your web pages (for example, HHS Fatherhood initiative page).

. DOL, please share with your WtW outreach list. Lisa/Nancy, please share with Father to Father Network.

*_If you would like hard copies to send out, please let Genie Chough know how many you would like. Sorry
.. if some of you get this note twice as | was merging several email lists. ’

“ June 18, 1999

FATHER'S DAY, 1999
. THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Cologne, Germany)

_For Immediate Release .~ June 18, 1999

FATHER'S DAY, 1999
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
A PROCLAMATION'

Each year on Father's Day, Americans take special joy in remembering

' the many cherished moments they have shared with their fathers through
the years. Reading stories before bedtime, playing catch after dinner,



http://library.whitehouse.gov/ThisWeek.cgi

camping out in the backyard, sharing driving lessons -- at these moments.
and countless others throughout a lifetime, devoted fathers are there to
guide their sons and daughters, to instill confidence in them, and to
provide for them and protect them in times of need.

\ T4
The impact of these moments on children's development and future is
immeasurable. Although children may not understand it until they become
parents themselves, these are the times when fathers impart to their sons
and daughters strong values and teach them important lessons about love

Tesponsibility, faith, hard work, and determination. In these moments,
fathers imbue in their children the strength and self-esteem they need to
achieve their full potential.

As children grow and mature -- from toddlers carried on their fathers'
shoulders to teenagers who need help navigating the challenges of
adolescence to young men and women who need guidance on life, love,
family, and career -- their relationships with their fathers.change as
well. Yet, the need for a father's friendship and wisdom continues to
grow; and throughout all the seasons of life, fathers remain role models,

- teachers, heroes, and friends.

Vice President Gore and I have challenged fathers to be actively
involved in their children's lives and to provide both emotional and
financial support. Last June, the Vice President released a report
showing that children who grow up without fathers are more likely to do
poorly in school, to get into trouble with the law, and to have
difficulty in getting and keeping a job. But our fathers cannot always
meet their responsibilities to their children without help. That is why
it is crucial that we lift up our fathers through efforts like the
reauthorization of the Welfare-to-Work program so that more low income
fathers can work pay child support, and become more involved with their
children.

We can never truly repay our fathers -- whether biological, adoptive,
foster, or stepfather -- for their many precious gifts to us, for their
steadfast faith in our potential'and abilities, for their unwavering
devotion and unconditional love. We can, however, express our deep
appreciation for all they have done and thank them for the many
sacrifices they have made to create a better life for us. There is no
more fitting national tribute to fathers than reserving a day in their
honor, and there is no more appropriate celebration of their profound
impact on the lives of their children and the strength of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of



America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress
approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C. 142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, June
20, 1999, as Father's Day. I invite the States, communities across the
country, and all the citizens of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities to express our deep -
appreciation and abiding love for our fathers. '

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Andrea‘Kane

Record Type: Record

To: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP@EOP, Eugenia Chough/OPD/EOP@EOP, J. Eric Gould/OPD/EOP@EQP

cc:
Subject: re: New HHS Fathers Fact Sheet

FYI. This new HHS Fatherhood web site is much improve'd. The HHS Fact Sheet now also mentions
‘WtW and TANF guidance highlighting how TANF funds can be used for fathers.
Forwarded by Andrea Kane/OPD/EOP on 06/22/99 09:41 AM

Lisa Gilmore <Igilmore@os.dhhs.gov>
06/22/99 09:32:07 AM '

Please respond to Igiimore@os.dhhs.gov

Record Ty;;e: Record

To: . See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: re: New HHS Fathers Fact Sheet

The new HHS fatherhood fact sheet also can be found on the revamped HHS
fatherhood Web page (http://aspe.hhs.gov/fathers/fi-home.htm) along with a
host of other fatherhood-related information (programs, research reports,
program evaluations, related Web sites, etc.) The final revised

fatherhood fact sheet with the new paternity numbers should be up soon. -
Lisa
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‘_}?Absence
of black |
fathers
‘;;_?;decned

Bigpush urged
to help famﬂles

B‘{ Chegl Wetzsteln R

of fathers in black homes has been

terday about what should be-done
_about this “great social tragedy”

“dren need’ thexr fathers and mar-

ews conference yesterday that a
. ‘national effortto reconnect fathers
S 7 to their children should be under-
' taken for at least 10 years,
- They said this effort should

-+ e Create jobs and economic sta- -
SN bihty for ‘black. men, especially
¢ - thosewholivein kmev-cxty ghettos'

and “poverty pockets”

which prevented them from caring

- -generations.
e Intensify discussions abcut

iadults ‘children and society. "
e OHeaI the: rifrs between men
. and wormen. -

“The “silence” about the absence

| BRINGING BACK FATHERS
"Fifty scholars, authors, clergymen and community leaders
esterday released 10 recommendations to reverse the trend of

' ¥athers being absent, especlally in biack familles.

children.

.| W Fathers and mothers should recognize their obligations 1o each
4 “other and bulld better parent ng partnershlps for the sake of the

M The chutch shou!d focus on gender and family healing.

Ml Communities should support alternative schools that teach values. .

I Civil rights and black professional groups should make reumtmg
- fathers and children a top priority for at least 10/ years. .

. men and fatherhood. .

- i Media, especially bfack medla, should promote posmve images of ;

father absence in families.

', M Congress should authorize at Toast $2 billion over the next f‘we years
* to'support community-based tatherhoed programs almed at reverslng

IR Child-support enforcement ‘prcgrams shoufd be reformed

~ M Anti-marriage housing and tax policles should be repealed

children.

M The cnminal justlce system shou!d help reconnect {athers' and

N ‘MR Government and eemmunity J)rograirns shgtr:‘tg h%p encourage
marriage m
mmgrh." .

marriage through education an

"broken, say black and white schol-
ars who released a statement yes. .

.~ “What we'’re saying is that chil-

- riage matters,” ‘said Obie. Clayton
" Jr, director of the Morehouse Re- -
“search Institute, a research center. ‘
-at Morehouse College in Atlanta, -
' Claytont and others. told a .
- that efforts must be made, particu-
larly by religmus léaders, to help
. reach between men
and women” . - :
Data show that famerlessaess is’
:rampant in black families — about
. 70 percent of black chxldren are
- born; to single mothers < and is

‘e Help black men resolve their’
_historical bitterness about slavery, .

*. for their. women and chlidren fer v

-the-importance. of marriage to_

o Count]ess ‘women - “have been -

i d Iy hurt by men, but women

R shouId “keep: [their] eyes squarely
o .;onthe children said EnolaAird .

. S ‘:‘“’f‘

Source; “Tuming the Coroer on Father Absence In
: umm.nmaMMMamxmmm:meMnm

a scholar with the Institute for
American Values, a New York City-

‘based group that co-sponsored the
" report on absent fathers with the o

‘Morehouse institute.

. “These are the fathers of our -
«children and when we assassinate
them, we assassinate part of our.

children” said Ms. Aird, adding

“repair the

growing the fastest in white fam-
ilies. About 40 percent of all chil-
dren live: without their fathers,

.mostly because of divorce or un-: .
~wed childbe '

earing. .
Children who gmw up vdthout

 their fathers are at heightened risk
.for problems in their physical and .

. .mental health, educational . . :

~ funding for community-based pro-" - -
grams that would promote respon- . -~

. sible fatherhood. It also.urgesan .

. end to’ anti-marriage
housing, tax, ehﬂd-support and .

achievement, social’ behavior, ca-

reers and future family | formanon.-

studies show. .-

- “This trend of father absence is
the great social tragedy of our.gen-
eranon,” said ’Dzmd Blankenhorn.

i

-liefs marks a

?how:shlngm Tim

president of the Institute for

American Values and: auther of .

“Fatherless America’”

~ Mr. Blankenhorn was one of S0 e

scholars, community leaders, clers
gymen and writers - including a .
dozen women— who discussed the

"absence of fathers at a conference ;-
%n November .at Morehouse Col-: e
lege. -

Their resuldng statement of be- : ;
cause “for a generation, this issue

‘of father absence in black America

has been surrounded by silence, -
by denial, by a fair amount o§ :
excuse-making, by

“1 believe that this document -
points to and signifies an énd to

. that period of stalemate and divi- Lo

sxon and inacnon," he said.
It calls for at least $2. bzllxou in :

policies in’
welfare pmgrams

%e I%ast)ington @’tmes
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s

point be- ©

a sense that =~ ..
nothing can be done and by alotoef = -

- political and racial polanzation, L
"said Mr. Blankenhorn, | .+~
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SIS years ago, he. was excoriat

S aan ‘
'B): chmr.A. ercnxxv o
! ":Wgsh{ngtonPostS:a_g' Writer - -

‘.‘caned ‘black ‘fatherlesspess - “the

t" fundamental weakness of the: Ne-. -

’~.gro community” in a report 34

. many ‘black leaders, who felt the
" jssue only " distracted attention
. from the more pressing problem
Sl oframsmandthelad(ofoppomm:
“tyfor blacks. -

B 'rimahavechanged.‘[esterday,
R a dwerse coalition of policymakers. .
jomedforcesbehmdapohcysmt&

“»+ ment calling for a range of new .
" initiatives aimed'at reconnecting .

. estranged African - Amefican fa- |

Y ‘thers to their children, providing.”

- . fresh -evidence of a growing con- .
- sensus around an issue that once .
.- fostered only division. It s just one -
. of a nurmber of recent proposals
" from across the political spectrum

" to address an issie once deemed -

" - too sensitive for public debate.
" The statement, which grew out

R of a conference late last year at
. "‘Morehouse College, urges Con-

» greastopmvide%bﬂhontomp—

.. African American leaders to “rec-

i ' Ognize the high priority of restor- .
. ing the black family” and called on. .
* - ¢dvil rights organizations to move .
- A,"{ kha:issuetothetopofthezragen-::-
" At the time of the Moynihan

V "‘A‘report.atm:dofbmmm

- lived in single-parent homes: Now, promote
"70 percent of African American ' a

A children are born to unmarried

- mothiers andSOpementwﬂl spend
©' substantial time without a father

- present. Regardless of race, some
' 40 percent of all American children.

23 " -vatives tended to blame the prob--
"lem on cultural and moral failures,-

", while liberals have typically argued
" that the sitiation is more
7" -and largely’ attributable  to
economic opportmxha
,inpoorne:ghborhoods. .
7'..3 Butthegapbetweenthmeviews

mtsofvaryingpohtmlvszocus "
. on pragmatic solutions. “You.can"
.+, be ‘about fathers  without signing
, *-.-on to a whole conservative agen~
" da,” -sald Ronald Mincy, a Ford
{ .- Foundation vice' president, who
i -oversees the foundation's: fundmg .

- “'of fatherhood programs and is
supporter of the Morehouse sme-
ment. C :

Scc mmms 42, CoI z

- among the
' When Damel Patrick Moym’han )
ed by

programs aimed at fathers spring-

_ingup'across the country, -
" “We catalogued maybe 200 fa- -

lex:..

LA

gan
P:fter Congrms

V The mle;%sfat'h'ers,‘ parucularly

o

new 'impo:

‘rewrote the federal welfare'laws in
- . 1996.-Since then; fatherhood pro-

grams have developed into a cru-..
cial component of the nation’s so-
‘cial "policy, with hundreds ‘of -

‘therhood . programs around : the -

gcountryaboutﬁveyeaxsago Now_l
' asﬂythemare:‘.’oﬁo sald Wade -

- B. Horn, president of the Naﬁonal
Fatherhood Initiative.
The

. able addressing.

dealing with -what the Morehonss
report calls “deadbroke” fathex%,
‘who simply can not afford to pay.
Eﬁmtompwve‘whatthesmm
- ment’s athors call the “marriageabil
» ity” of poor, smg!emena:elﬂcelyto
prove. difficult. Last' year, a study
“found. that the, nation’s. most ambi-

. tious effort to help the fathers. of -

" children on welfare; called Parents
Fair Share; falled to 'increase the
men’s émployment or earnings and,”
as a fesulty had only modest success
atgetnngthemtomkedﬂdmp-‘

issue . of single-parent
households is also- one that top' .
pohcymakers and civil rights lead-
ers-are becoming more comfort- -

Inaspeechtoformaﬂyhckoﬁ :

his presxdeaﬁal campaign yester-

' day, Vice President Gore said, -
*The crisis in the American family * -
v todaylmowsnoboundzryofc]assi

or race.”

vsm&hismis abcut

aggressive
* “promoting the value of values,” not- -
7 port the wide range of grass-roots . ing that the group's branches across -
- fatherhood programs proliferating -

_ around the cotmtry, It also callson

‘1msld11edﬁthm

NAACPPresIéthwdsiMﬁme]

RepNancyLJohnson(R-Com)fs’ o
working to build bipdrtisan support - -
forabﬂltobeinuodtmdhcmxﬁng_

Thoseeffomareb&gbummed ; |
* by new research indicating that poor,

m@eﬁtb«sa&mmmh&"*f

*/ Tiven homes without their biologh. ' ‘Lo ivolved o the Eves of ther. L

g al fathua. the Morehouse report

U Suchstahsuahavelongbeena;
sourceofﬁacﬁousdebate.Conser—:

Being, found that four, of five single
fathers are *“romantically ‘involved” .

. with their partners at the time of .. -

. childbirth, Half of the couples actial :
Iy live together, and 85 percent of the .~ -
menprovxdeﬁnanchlsuppoﬁ&:mg ‘

'pre@ancxrandwtheyplanto”

“continue their children.
Moreover, the study is finding that
most single-

mtsmatlwst-'

"I‘bepmblemiswhmyoulookat‘ :
many of these guys five, six years -

' down the read, they aren’
Amtmohred,theyaren’tmamed.’
sidHom. - A

Onemsonisthatcftmtheyfz"
cannot afford. families. And - while |

't there, they

; smtahavesteppedupmmnato- »

~. -make deadbeat’ fathers pay child = -
' support,thenexsmclmrstrategyfor )

@he ’washmg‘tfm 13051

Tmsmx. IUNE 1?’ 1999



http:the,fatllets�.of
http:report.34
http:oommuiil.ty

USA TODAY

As Father’s Day approacb&. a
\major initiative from black and
- -white Ieaders calls for the nation’s |
dads = especially black dads —
" to'put responsible ratherhood at
the head of their

ByKarens Peterson :

bort “all African-American lead-
T erstobﬂngtothismovementthe‘
Coa T same energy and dedication, the.
‘same passion and fearlessness,
- and the same creativity and cour-
’age that was summoned to wage-

Tummg the Corner on Father Ab-
sence in Black America. :

dren.

“lege in'Atlanta, isa clearinghouse for

-~ males; the Institute for- American
moting the family.
isas

: . er 1o support responsible fatherhood
i :::= “within healthy marriages, particular-
ly within the black community, - -

“'The coalition represents a broad-
ening of the fatherhood movement, a

.of the Morehouse Research Institute,
*But in'the last year or two, we have

- gether to address a problem.”

Q
Q
T
n
G)

meir children, .

mes ‘racial,’
lins, the veport says.

- The authors of the iniﬂaﬁve ex B

" the struggle for basic civil:rights”. -~
‘The Morehouse Research Institute”
. and the Institute for American Val-
.ues Joined Wednesday to present a.: .

. 'report called & "cultural watershed™

-1t deplores “the pouﬁcal, econom- :
ic.social and cultural forces that are -
-separating fathexs tmm their cml :

- The Moiehome Rweamh Insti- "
tnte, affiliated with Morehouse: Col-

“information about black American - -

J'in homs where thelr fathers do not'
’l'he faﬂout can be sign!ﬁcant. o
should develop employment opportu-

“Values is a private think tank pro~'

. The. group that endorses the re- - .
port signlﬂcantasmedocument' )
" fisélf: blacks and whites, conserva- -
~tives and liberals, men and women;..
-~scholars and activistscoming togeth.'

-+ loose combination of child advocates -

" trying to reduce the number of chil- .

dren who live in homes without dads. .- -
Tnitially, that movernent was seen -

to be backed largely by copserva- . -

Aives, says Oble Clayton Jr., director

gotten conservatives and liberals to- :

It Is “an. American problem that
ethoic and. class = -

Clayton. Unning ﬁb- Blanhenhorn: Dis-
erals, conservatives - arming a minef e!d

,"Théirepo'rtput. .
- together:by such'a -
broad-based group

" “helps take the -

* whole subject out

‘.racial politics

- David B!ankenhom.
. Institute for-
American Valua

Research' shows that compared .
with children with both’ parents at

‘home, children. who live apart from .
thelr fathers are five imes as likely to
.be poor, more likely to do- }
school and twice as likely to dmp out -

poorly in

ofschool. - .
. The children apart trom their fa-

‘tnexs also. are at greater rlsk for men- .

..That problem is the- dlsappear '
- ance: of fathers rrom the homw of .

"Drivenbygmwingratsofoutcf» o
wedlock ‘births; ‘separation and di-* |
vorce, this trend'is robbing millions - - .
ofomnaﬂon’schﬂdrenofthespkitu-g .
al, emotional, and material support

: ;‘ o 33}

- of the minefield of> B

L\ .

» tal and physical health probiem™y
- Although the proportion of chiy™§
dren with absent fathers is grow."
- Ing most rapidly among whites, it
. Isacrisis for Americanblacks, the, . -
Abott 70% of black children -

‘and at least 80% of black children

can expect to spend a significant = -’
" 'part of their childhood years Hving -

f apart from their fathers. :
Talking about father absenceé in

the black community — and Who -
or what policies aré responsible — - -

‘has been 'difficult, says David

S ‘Blankenhorn, founder of the Institute S
. for American Values: = - ‘

. The report put together by such a

broad-based group “helps take the

whole subject out of the minefield of -

. racial politics,” Blankenhorn says.

The report maks many recom-

‘mendations. Among them: R
P Fathers and  mothers should
. work to buﬂd stmnger pamnting

partnerships. )
P Black churches should help C

. bulld & movement aimed’ at family

.~ healing. . S

anmshouldpaslegislaﬂon..; o

to support community-based father- .
hood programs that increase the at.-
. ‘tachment of dads to their children. -

» The public and private séctors

nitles in urban areas, as well as pro-
vide job skills traininig for work in the
suburbs and transportation to those
“suburbs from citles.

P Programs that deal with unwed

man-iage mentoring prcgmm& -
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--gre born to unmarried mothers, - '

‘parents should connect them with = .
falth-based marriage education-and - .
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1L 1 of protesters; who blew whistlés and accused the = .
. ¢ .. " administration of blocking the distribution of drigsto .-
- treat AIDS in Africa. At another pomt, Gore dehvcred o
" other presidential candidates and one newly unretired -
- basketball coach, Democranc presrdennal contender <.

".Brll Bradley Jabbed the Clmton admmrstrauon S

Ciinton Makes Peace Wlth Senate Over ‘
. Appointment Nomlnations o
 ByArtPine < -0 0 _
“.Los Angeles: Times : :
WASHINGTON Presrdent Chnton promrsed
ax Wednesday to give the Senate more advance notice of
any key appointments he plans to-make while- Congress
is in recess, ending a pohncal battle with lawmakers :

" for. major posts. .

" Seeking to gét arouid Republican opposition to his

proposed appointment of San Francisco. phdanthroprst o

- ‘and gay activist James C. Hormel as ambassador to -
- Luxembourg, annomced the nommanon whrle -
o Congress was out of own. .5 .

7 late 1997 when he named Los Angeles attorney Bill

" rights: Lee's nomiination had been opposed by
Repubhcans "who complained he had been too
aggressrve as a‘civil nghts actmst. -

- Clinton made his promise o give the Senate rore.

‘ nonce on recess’ appomtmehts inaletter to Senate .

" Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss. A few minutes

after the letter’ amved, Sen. James M. Inhofe, R-Okla C
. lifted a “*hold" he had 1mposed ori:Senate action on aIln ’

presrdennnl appomtments fonowmg the Hormel
nommanon. o

- The Senate Fmance Connmttee scheduled a heanng o
'Ibursday on thé nomination of Lawrence M. Summers P

as secretary of the Treasury sthe hrghest-lcvel post to-

‘be affected by the impasse. Summers s to replace” -
*_outgoing secretary Robert E. Rubin. The Senate:

'Foreign Relations Committee will begin a series of

- hearings affecting Clinton's nomination of Richard C. - |
- Holbrooke as U.S. ambassador to ‘the United Nations. * -
- Under the law for recess appointments, both- Hormel g

" and Lee 'may contiriue in office without Senate -
', conﬁrmatwn through the enid of - 2000, Just before
Clmton leaves ofﬁce o

Gore Announces Candidacy, Takes Aim at Bush
- - By Ronald Brownstein o
Los ‘Angeles Times

" CARTHAGE, Tcnn. In a sharp-edged speech, che AJ )
" . individual investnient accounts:

Presrdent Al Gore formally launched his bid for the -
presxdency Wednesday with pomtcd criticism of his-

- leading Republican tival aud a pledge “to strengthen
. family life in America.". e

“election and tried to distance himself from Presrdent
Chnton 's personal behavxor ‘
Gore,, 51, stressed the 1mportance of a presrdent
ettmg a'moral example *to guide our children.” But
" along with the clear reference to the Clinton sex = - N
. scandal, he srgnaled he. would atternpt to frame the -
", 2000 election as a choice between marnmmng the -

.Clinton administration's economic policy ot nskmg a’ ‘
return to the slowdown that drove Bush's father from i

the White House in 1992.
"*We remember what it was hke seven years ago,

Gore declared in his Zsfmnnute address “And 1 nevcr,'t ‘

' ever want to.go back.".."

- Under a cloudy'sky on: a warm and stdl mornmg, W
Gore spoke briskly and, forceﬁxlly, if sometimes:a bit. o

breathlessly, in the smiall town ‘whete he spent. his
' summers 258 boy and- snll maintajns an- 88-acre farm.”
_Atone pomt, he was. foreed to shout overa small knot ,

a paragraph of the spcech in Spanish. - :
.7y, Though Gore never. rnennoned Gov. Bush by name,
o rarely has any oandxdate so du'ectly targeted another

" .contender in his announcement speech. Even®§
-+ echoed some of the same cultura] themes as Bu :;x
- - Gore aggressively. songht to contrast himself with

" " “Téxan on both issues and expenenee '

. ’itheme Bush has stressed, Gore said he wants to-
.marntarn prosperity “'not by letting people fend for

Cliriton had made'a. prevrous Tedess apporntment B
whrch bypasses the Senate's confirmation powers’ in-:

.. Lann Leeas. actmg assistant attomey general for cml ; g

In‘a rebuke of the “*compassionate conservative”

themselves, or hoping for crumbs of compassion, but -

L 'by giving people ﬂq‘ e skills and Icnowledge to succeed
5 that had threatened to botﬂe up a spate of nommauons R '
' . 7.7 Kareri Hughes; the Bush campargn s commumcanons
. The flap arose: earher thxs month after Clmton, . ‘.;i‘,
[ disparaged 'the good work being’ done by good-
_hearted Americans across this nation” in the charities -
S and eommumty groups that Bush calls “'the armies of .
KAV compassron " By contrast, she charged, Gore offered |,

- ‘only along litany ... of big government solutions." S
7 In'his remarks, Gore blended broad calls for cultural . L
" renewal with a list of specific policy goals Much.; as.
" " Bush'did during his inaugural campaign swing in Towa o
. ‘and New Hampshire just days ago, Gore said socrety's .
e health couId not be measured solely by economic

' prosperity. “'For the issue is not only our standard of _
. living, but our standards in life," Gore said.

in‘their own right .. iy’

. direttor, said Gore's comment about *'crumbs"

Gore sajd that while the nation had eliminated the

k - federal budget deficit, it still ficed a series of cultural .

deficits: *'The time deﬁert in family life; the decency - .
deficit in our common culture; the care deficit for our .

5 little ones and our elderly parents."

‘To respond to those challenges, Gore spelled out a

"_f' series of pohcy initiatives. In education, for instance,

hé said he would push for making pre-school education:

' universally available, reduce class sizes in all grades
.. through'high school and encourage stronger -
+* educational standards and accountability.

In social policy, he said he would seek to exoand the

j . Family and Medical Leave Act (which allows parents -
. to take unpaid- leavc) increase access to after-school
. programs, expand the Clinton prograin that has sought

to subsidize the hiring of 100,000 police officers,
toughen gun control laws-and increase partnerships

- between government and faith-based charities to .
. deliver social services an idea champroned by Bush.

" In economic policy, Gore promrsed to *‘balance the

S budget or better every year,” to seek new free trade
- . accords but also “'to negotiate labor and environmental
. protections in those: agreements,‘ to raise. the minimum
- wage and to oppose any effort to *privati

" Social *
Security by diverting part of the payroll ¢ tax mto

Gore touched only briefly on foreign pohcy, saymg

© . in the'broadest terms that ** America must lead the
o S world. And we rnust always be strong enough todo

Surrotnded by some 5,000 supporters who squeezed o ‘
into the square outside the Smith County courthouse,
" Gore both previewed arguments he 1ikely would raise -
‘- against Texas Gov. George W, Bush'ina general .~

s0.”

‘In brddmg to succeed Chnton, Gore' is trying to cross’ .

- difficult terrain, In this century, only one sitting vice

" president has won election'as president: Republican

- 'George Bush in 1988, Indeed, since 1900-only two . -
. -other sitting vice presldents even claimed their party's

R presidential nomination Republican Richard M. Nixon .

in 1960 and Democrat Hubert H. Humphrcy in 1968

“ both'of whom lost close elections. . _
. - Gore is the heavy favorite to win the Democranc nod, ~
""" uteven as he focuses his fire on Bush he faces a’

ehallenge within the party from former Sen Brll

Bradley of New. Jersey , o
.. This will be Gore's: second White House bxd asa
' first-term senator from Tennessee, he jumped into the .
o crowded 1988 Democratic presrdennal race, whreh
- . was won by then-Gov. thhael Dukalas of ‘
T Massachnsetts : A

R Bradley Says Admmistraﬁon Hasn't Aided Poor
~.. Childrej :

By Cat een. Decker

“Los: Ange!es Times

LOS ANGELES Overshadowed this week by two ,
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ol 'vo1unteer Phil Jackson, was debuting as the: coach of.

oY days to a near reversal of the tradifional terms ofa
.+ primary contest: Bmdiey, who tmls Gore 56 percent to
. 26.percent in Cahfomra, accordmg toanewlos .
. .. Angeles Times poll, is addressmg topics solely-in -~
... - general terms, though otcasionally theproblems "
- involve thorny. subjects like race relations. - :

X ﬂnhng w hﬁ chxldren out ofpoverty
s seven-year termre .
Wriis remarks, deliveredin'a speech at the dowmown :
o slad row children's services center Para Los Ninos, -

" were aimed at the dnly other Democrat in the race:

... Vice President Al Gore, the front-ninner who on-
o Wednesday formally announced his candidacy.

‘TAfter seven years. of the first two-term Democratxc "

changed," Bradley declared. ** ... Thete are st111 as -

. many children liviig mpoverty as there were after 12 .

. years of Republican administrations." . - .
And, he-added; **The people in this Democratxc ‘

. administration have looked at these same statistics of = .
+ . child poverty for seven long years. But what have they =

.- = done? They'Ve tinkered around the margins." -
Bradle}r declined to say what the admrmstratron

should have done, He' dechned to say why he thought.tt' -
- - looks forward to working with nuclear scientists but
" joked: *'I barely know how tospell phiysics."

: " had only tinkered with poverty programs. He declxned

-, to say what he would do. He even excised from his ,
* " speecha planned endorsement of two ideas. support for - -
- nation's three nuclear weaportis laboratories to freeze all
'operauons next Monday and Tuesday to *‘train people . . .
~ and get the attention” of scientists and other employees
. who may still be resisting stricter secunty and other -
L reforms, despxte an ongomg Chmese espxonage
L thhardson sa:d the twc»day standdown,“ as well .
‘ag new plans to reorganize the departiment's mtelhgence'

- a higher minimum wage and an expansion of the .

. +",. . ‘carneéd jricome tax credit onthegroundsthathe would
G detaxl his posmonsmthe fall. -

" Across town, Bradley's buddy and campaxgn

the Los: Angeles Lakers. On skid row, Bradley was’

enumerating problems dear to him and countinig on . -
.. voterstol stick arotmd for several months to hear hts e
- solutions. S e

* Indeed, Democra c'ivoters are bemg treated these

. And Gore trying to separate himself from Bradley, .

L Repubhcan front-runner George W. Bush and, not the
*least, Pre31dent Clinton is laying on the defails, ©

. abandomng the rose-colored generahUes that ueua]ly :
* flavor front-runner campaigns.

" - Bradley, a former three- termNew .Tersey senator and" N
. week:
. The two repotts have fueled growmg momentum on:
Capitol Hill to force dramatic restructuringofa .. .~ -
- -department widely castigated as culmrally mcapable of
fundamental reform. :

. -former forward for thé New York Knicks where he

. wasa roommate of Jackson is nndway through anine-

+ -1 day swing in California. The tour is notable forits .

_ duration and timing nine months before the. Cahfoxma»;

- - primary and indicates thi state's potennal heﬁ inthe - .
- 2000 presidential contest. . L

It has been. out-pubhctzed,“ however, by

" of the. polmcal world. On Wednesday, Gore formally
7" .announced his’ candldacyr In between, much of the
- ' Bradley-related buzz revolved around Jackson, who'-
. was scheduled to appear at 2 ﬁmd—ratser Thursday
_ night.. . g a
_ Throughout, Bradley has hewn closely to hrs pre-lnp
-vow not to get specific as he talked about toprcs like .

o _ water, health care and, on’ ‘'Wednesday, -poverty. -

" Bradley said the level of childhood poverry was |
* mtolerable o

- “Despite seven years of pmspenty, xmlhons of
- parents are holding down several jobs just to make

~ends meet," he declared. **Two-thirds of our chﬂdren‘ L

experience parental care as a ‘hurried effort between too

f- circumstance. On the first day of Bradley's tour, Bush' . -
~made his maiden voyage to Towa, drawing the attention’

. - commander in c}:neﬁe
told’ reporters that he sées ‘his newly created
" government job director-of the Office of Security and BT
" Emergency Operationis in distinetly draconian terms. -
«" ‘I will be a dictator,"” he said. Richardson, who sat
“"beside Habiger at a hastily called news conference,

" By hdb Droéin
..+ . Los Angeles Times

S

WASI-IINGTON Under intense pressure to act more o

. aggressively to plug leaks and tighten security at the
* -pation's nuclear weapons facilities, Energy Secretary

Bill Richardson named a retired four-star Air Force .

" -general as the department’s first **security czar" on]y

~ _ hours after meeting him Wednesday.

o admxmsu'anon since Franklin Roosevelt, the percentage -
- of American children living in poverty hasbarely.

. Gen. Eugene E. Habiger, who last servedas
f.the U.S. Strategic Command,

appeared taken aback but later Iaughed and said: "'T
like the dictator line.” .

‘Habiger; 60, vowed to work very qurckly, very
aggressively, and I will get this thing fixed." He said he . -

Rxchardson also announced he has ordered. the Ty

.+ .- division.and create the posxtion of undersecretary of. -
- national : secunty, were in response to the blistering o
- ‘criticism aimed at the department in separate reports by
-+ ~a Housé investigative. committe¢ and by President -
e Clmton s top intelligence advisors.

**This is to rtespond to some of the ¢ concems (m the -

Cw reports) that weé still don't have our act together,
.. Richardson said. -~ ..’ -
o The House pane] was headed by Rep Chnstopher
o whxle the pres*tdent’s fOrergn mtelhgence advrsory P
. board is headed by former Sen. Warren B. Rudman, R- -~

- N.H. Richardson publicly challenged the conclusions - - -

in both reports and verbally sparred v wrth Rudman thxs

" At a news conference, Rxcha.rdson appeared to soﬁen _

-hrs opposmon to proposals in Rudman's report, as well
"as in Congress, to create a stand-alone executive.
o agency within the department to dJrect the nuelear

o weapons programs.

**We're not that far apart, he saxd. “I'm willing to .

o ‘work with the Congress on ways to merge wh,atI think -
" are slight differences.™

. Richardson repeated hts refusal to consrder removmg'

' the weapons labs from the department entirely and to

* place them in a separate new government agency. That -
plan is far more controversial, and evén some of its -~ .

L _proponents have suggested that it is being offered
. mostly asa worst-case negouatmg tactic.

much work and too little sleep Parents, nch and poor, g

o suffer from time poverty. .

“Technology races on, we move at the speed of hght,

| i “but our children are becoming a blur. Everywhere I

"' look these days I see-decent people who are parents

i*strugghng agamst odds that would test the best among

ust

’Ihe former senator Sald solvmg the nanon’s famﬂy

: problems would require a, Jomt effort by employers, i

- govemment and parents

Post

House Sides With, Entertainment Industry
- 'By Janet Hook and Nick: Anderson '
" Los Angeles Times cy
.- WASHINGTON. The House dehvered a wetory to!

the entertainment mdustry Wednesday, Tejectinga . -

broad measure designed to keep excéssively vmlent

books movres and other medza out of the reach of -

- minors..

The proposal. defeeted 282-146 would have ‘banned )

the sale to children under 17 of materials containing
C explicit violent material,"” " such as deplcuons of
" . sadism, torture and rape. . :
~.. . Tts defeat was a blow to a strategic effort by House
S e e ' - ‘ o Repubhean leaders to shift the focus away from gun
i+ Retired General Is Named to New Security Czar' o ;
B T leaders mstead argued that the roots of crimes such as

‘control as a means of' ¢urbing youth violence. GOP
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NATIONAL PRACTITIONERS NETWORK

FOR FATHERS AND FAMILIES, INC.

1133 Twentieth Streer, NW, Suite 210 Washington, D. C. 20036
(202) 822-1355  (800) 34N-PNFF  Fax: (202) 822-5699

Tene' M. Jones, Presidenr
Preston . Garrison, Executive Director

 May 4, 1999
TO: Andrea Kane (202) 456-7431
Lisa Mallory (202) 456-2830
- FROM: Preston J. Garrison
RE: Background Material for Our Telephone Appointment
Thursday, May 6 - 10:00 AM
Andrea and Lisa:

Thank you for your willingness to talk with me by telephone on Thursday. In order to
provide you with a bit of background on NPNFF — as it has begun to move into its next stage of
development — and about my own background, I am forwarding the accompanying materials.
As you will see from the January -March report, much of our — and my — effort has been on
internal organization activities. '

- In the months aheéd, we want to move NPNFF into an increasingly active role in the
public policy arena that is growing around fatherhood and families issues, and to bring the voice
and perspective of local practitioners to a move visible and effective level.

Thanks for taking the u'mé to look over this material, and for scheduling time to visit
with me.
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NATIONAL PRA crr HONERS NETWORK
FOR FATHERS AND FAMILIES, INC.

A PROFILE

Every year since 1992, Vice-President Al Gore has hosted a Family Reunion Confer-
ence to focus on specific issues that affect families. In July , 1994, at Family Reunion II1,
“The Role of Men in Children’s Lives,” a number of leading researchers, policy makers and
practitioners participated in a public dialogue on the role of men and fathers in the lives of
children. As a result of this two-day meeting, which was facilitated with the assistance of the
National Center on Fathers and Families (NCOFF) at the University of Pennsylvania, a group
of 30 practitioners agreed to establish a national network.

In 1995, with support from the Funders Collaborative, which includes the Ford, An-
nie E. Casey, Charles Stewart Mott, and John Danforth Foundations, this informal network
became the National Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families (NPNF. F),  not-
for-profit, member-driven networking organization committed to strengthening support for
fragile farnilies ~— low-income, never-married parents and their children. NPNFF’s mission
“is to enhance the resources available to children in fragile families by heightening the
involvement of fathers and fostering communication, program development, professional

development, education, and collaboration among practitioners working with various fa-
ther-focused programs”.

Under leadership initially from the Families and Work Iostitute and, as of June 1,
1997, from the National Center for Strategic Nonprofit Planning and Community Leadership
(NCPL), NPNFF has held local and national forums for policy makers, practitioners and re-
searchers; began the publication of a national newsletter, THE COLLABORATOR, with
NCOFF and the Center on Fathers, Families, and Public Policy (CFFPP) at the Family Re-
source Coalition; established a national board and committee structure; held its first regional
conferences in Atlanta, Georgia and Minneapolis, Minnesota; and cosponsored the Fourth
Annual Fathers, Families and Communities Conference held in Anabeim, California, spon-
sored by the California Department of Social Services.

In November, 1998, NPNFF entered into a new level of organization and develop-
ment when the Board of Directors employed its first full time executive director and began
the establishment of its own offices and staff team. These actions by the Board signal the rm-
tiation of major long-term efforts by NPNFF to build the profession of fatherhood and fragile

families program practitioners and to contribute substantially to the growth and evolution of
the fatherhood and fragile families movement.

npaff profile. Wpd updated November 17, 1998

¢0'd ze:vl 6661 v few 669522820 Xk S 124N



[—

P ”

NATIONAL PRACTITIONERS NETWORK
FOR FATHERS AND FAMILIES, INC.

- QUARTERLY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
JANUARY - MARCH 1999

Following is a brief review of major activities, work elements, and meetings for the calendar
quartcr ending March 31, 1999.

January 1999

.

A Draft NPNFF Nommanng Committee Member’s Handbook was completed and
submitted to committee members for review and comment;

The NPNFF Executive Director continued outreach activities to become acquainted with

the fatherhood and families field and to begm enhancing NPNFF’s sector identity and
presence. Actlvmes mcluded:

. panicipating in the Quarterly SFFI grantees update meeting;

. corresponding with Dr. John Gates, Mental Health Program Director at
The Carter Presidential Center in Atlanta; secured invitation to visit-with
he and Mrs. Carter to discuss NPNFF’s work, and for NPNFF Board
President and Executive Director to participate in future Rosalynn Carter
Mental Heaith Policy Symposia;

. meeting with Lisa Silverberg, National Trairing Director for HandsNet,
Inc., to explore future coopc;rative activities.

A proposal was submitted to the NPNFF Membership Development Committee for
revision of the Membership Categories and Dues Structure in preparation for initiating
NPNFF’s first membership recruitment campaign in February,

Board member comments to draft Projected Program of Work: 1999 - 200] were
received and utilized in preparing a revised and refined document; utilized revised
document in developing funding proposals;

Funding proposals and/or letters of inquiry/intent were submitted to:
. The Ford Foundation
. The Peace Development Fund
. Albert A. List Foundation
. The Will Smith Foundation

Page 1of 4
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Scheduling of NPNFF Board of Directors meeting for March 6 - 7, 1999 tn Indianapolis
was completed; ,

The first monthly “MEMBERS SERVICES MEMO,” a document designed to keep
members informed of NPNFF activities, create networking opportunities, and provide

members with a regular connection with NPNFF, was prepared and mailed to all NPNFF
members;

An extensive analysis of the NCOFF “FATHER & FAMILY LINK” Web Site “Survey
of Programs” database was initiated as a base for constructing an estimate of the
potential mermbership/constituency base of NPNFF;

The NPNFF Executive Director and Board members Linda Jenkins, Joe Jones, and
Geraldo Rodriquez attended President Clinton’s “Welfare-to-Work” Imitiatives
announcement at the Old Executive Office Building, Washington DC.

February 1999

Conference call committee meetings were held for the NPNFF Nominating Committee
and the Membership Development Committee;

NPNFF Executive Director continued outreach activities to become acquainted with the

fatherhood and families field and to begin enhancmg NPNFF’s sector identity and
presence. Meetings were held with:

«  Gordon Railey, CEO, The National Assembly of National Voluntary
Health and Social Welfare Organizations

. Mike McGrady, Deputy Director, National Head Start Association
. Wade Horn, National Fatherhood Initiative
+  Lorin Haris, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
. Dr. Ronald Mincy, Ford Foundation
NPNFF Executive Director attended NCSEA Mid-Year Policy Forum;

NPNFF Membership Recruitment Campaign materials were prepared for presentation to

the Membership Development Comumittee and the Board of Directors at the March 6 - 7
Board meeting;

Board of Directors agenda, and committee agendas, and materials packet were prepared

Page 2 of 4
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March
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and mailed to the Board of Directors in preparation for the March 6 - 7 committee
meetings and Board meeting;

Editorial production of the Spring 1999 issue of THE COLLABORAYOR newsletter was
underway, with a publication target date of April 1, 1999,

February issue of MEMBER SERVICES MEMO mailed to all current NPNFF members,

1999

NPNFF Executive Director held meetings with:
. Neil Stanley & Jason Walker, Public Welfare Foundation
. Vivian Gadsden, Ph. D., NCOFF

. attended NPCL’s “Politics of Fatherhood” Conference. NPNFF Board

members Joe Jones, Neil Tift, and Jerry Hamilton attended this
conference |

. Lou Durden, IBM Corporation, and Cynthia Sadler, CHS Enterprises,
financial development consultant '

NPNFF Membership Development, Professional Development, Personnel,
Commumnication, Nominating and Finance/Executive committees met on Saturday, March
6" in Indianapolis, Indiana; '

NPNFF and the Father Resources Center/Wishard Health Services co-hosted a
networking reception for Indianapolis-area practitioners, organization and agency
representatives, and FRC board members on Saturday evening, March 6,

NPNFF Board of Directors met on Sunday, March 7*, in Indianapolis. Major actions
taken by the Board included: :

Adoption of NPNFF Financial Policies and Procedures

Established NPNFF Fiscal Year to be June - May 31

Adopted operating budget for March - September 1999

Approved funding proposal to Ford Foundation for March - September 1999
Accepted Compiled Financial Statements and IRS 990 Report for FY 1997-1988
Adoption of General Governing Policies of the Board of Directors

Adoption of an Operating Policy on Reimbursement of Volunteers

Adoption of an Operating Policy on Sexual Harassment

Adoption of an Operating Policy on Conflict of Interest

» . = - L 1 ] L] . |
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. Adoption of clarifying amendments to the NPNFF By-laws and adding a new by-
law article on Board Conduct and Conflict of Interest

Adopted revision of NPNFF membership categories and dues structure
Established 1999 membership goals for renewed and new member recruitment
Established geographic regions for use in all NPNFF activities and planning
Approved contract relationship with NPNFF Executive Director

Directed Professional Development Committee and Executive Director to seek
funding to sponsor an Eastern Regional Conference in 4% Quarter of 1999

'Y » » L ] *

. Tabletop Display unit designed and ordered for use in promoting NPNFF membership
> and programs at related meetings and conferences;

. Membership recruitment campaign brochures printed and distribution to Board members
begun. Membership recruitment campaign to continue through September;

+  Draft Minutes of Board of Directors meeting completed and mailed to Board members;

e March issue of MEMBER SERVICES MEMO mailed to all cutrent NPNFF members;

. Initial letters of inquiry and introduction mailed to approximately 25 foundations and
corporate giving programs to introduce NPNFF and obtain application and giving
guidelines.

NPNFF: March 31, 1999

Prepared by: Preston J. Garrison

Page 4 of 4
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December 1, 1998

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NATIONAL PRACTITIONERS NET’IWORK ANNOUNCES
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR APPOINTMENT

The Board of Directors of the National Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families,
Inc. has announced the appointment of Preston J. Garrison of Alexandria, Virginia, as the
organization’s executive director. The Board’s announcemcnt came at the conclusion of a
national search to select its first chief staff officer to provxdc leadership in the development of
NPNFF as an organization dedicated to fostering communication, program development,
educauan, and collaboration among practitioners workmg with father-focused programs.

Garrison brings more than twenty-five years of professional experience in organization
development, assaciation management, and public policy advocacy to NPNFF. He began his
professional career as project director of a rural muln-servxce center for a Community Action
Program as part of the “War on Poverty.” Much of his traxmng in community organization and
community development was through the Office of Eoononuc Opportunity’s national training
programs. In 1970, he joined the National Mentat Health Association as a local affiliate director,
and began a 21-year career with NMHA. In 1984, he was appointed as the NMHA’s National
Executive Director, a position that he held for seven years. Since 1992, he has served as a
consultant to numerous local, state and national not-forlproﬁt organizations, providing technical

assistance in areas of strategic planning, organizational positioning, financial development,
- board development, and communications/marketing, |

Garrison has received certification as a Professzonal Consultant to Management through
the National Bureau of Professional Consultants,. He serves on the Board of Directors, and is a
former Board Chairman, of the Applied Research and Development Institute, an international
technical assmtance and development orgamzanon based in Denver, Colorado which works to
improve management systems and practices in not-for-profit organizations.

bbb+
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Vorume 4, Issuk |

~Initiative

‘NFI Issues Report on
Fatherhood and TV

In.TV Land, Dads Are Either Absent
T Incompetent

: The, National Fatherhood Initiative (NFI) under-
ok a major study of prime time television
over a five week period from mid-November

¢t through mid-December 1998, to learn first-

hand how television portrays fatherhood. Citing

‘the impact of television as perhaps our most

,powerful cultural institution, NFI President

‘ “Wade F. Horn, Ph.ID., said the findings in

Fatherhood & TV are hardly cause for celebration.

~“What we’ve learned about how television

~portrays dads is di%m’aying, to say the least,”

id Horn. “The more mvo Ived a father is, the
more likely he is to
be portrayed as
incompetent.
Conversely, the
dads portrayed as
intelligent and able
men are often the
ones least involved
with their children.
In TV Land, it
seems the dad who
is there is not

- really all there.

Clearly, something is wrong with this picture.”
The networks involved in the review were
ABC, CBS, Fox, NBC and WB. NFI rated jonly
those shows that met the following three
criteria: (1) a father was a recurring character;
{2) the relationship between the father and
his children was a central defining feature of the
show and (3) the father’s children were
18 years old or younger. Each show that met
these criteria was then independently evaluated
by members of the NFT staff on five dimensions
of fatherhood: Involvement, Engagement,
Guidance, Competence and Priority. |
Major findings of the study reveal that:
& Of the 102 prime time network TV shows -
{excluding news, sports and local
programming), only 15 (14.7%) feature a
father as a recurring, central character.

The majority of these fathers are portrayed as
uninvolved, incompetent-or both.

If you were to choose a TV show for your
. child to watch at random, that child is 15
times more likely to be watching a show
where sex between unmarried adults is a
recurrent theme, than to be watching a show
where an involved and competent father is a
recurrent theme. ,
In response to the question of how
television portrays dads, the study found most
portrayals were mixed. Of the 15 network tele-
vision shows with a father as a central, recurring

character, only four (27%) received a “positive”
portrayal, with an equal number receiving a
“negative” rating. The remaining seven feature
fathers with some positive qualities, but they

- were significantly deficient in meeting one or
-more of the criteria for the five dimensions of

fatherhood. Of all the shows rated, only 40
percent portrayed competent fathers. Thus, the
typical father is portrayed as incompetent.

Of the 15 shows rated, WB’s Seventh
Heaven and CBS’s Promised Land tied for
first place for their depiction of married
fathers. Others in the top five category are:
Smart Guy (WB), Two of a Kind (ABC) and
The Hughleys (ABC). At the bottom of the list,
representing shows with generally negative
portrayals of fatherhood, are: The Nanny

" (CBS), Brother s Keeper (ABC), That 70s

Show (Fox), Dawson’s Creek (WB) and
Everybody Loves Raymond (CBS).

As NFI president Wade Horn states in the
conclusion of the Fatherhood & TV report:
“When 4 out of every 10 children are growing
up absent their fathers, it is critical that every
socializing institution in America provide posi-
tive messages about responsible fathers, both to
inspire men to be better fathers and to educate
children as to what good fathers are and do.”

This new study offers important insights
into how television is meeting, or rather, not
meeting, this challenge.

The complete Fatherhood & TV report can be
obtained by writing to the NFI at One Bank Street,
Suite 160, Gaithersburg, MD 20878, or by visiting
our website at www.fatherhood.org.

Top Ten Dad
Movies Offer
Inspiring Messages

In the midst of the negative and harmful
images of fathers throughout our popular

_culture, there are some notable exceptions to

the rule of depicting dads as one of the three
most common stereotypes: the absent, the
befuddled and the violent. The National

— continued on page Y
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