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Congress Passes Access (Visitation) Law 

COllgl'eSS has passed a la"" 

that requires stales to recognize 
each other's visitation lilldings. 
President Clinloll signed the hill 
into law on November 12, 
L 998. 

, Promoted by its sponsor, 
Congressman Rob Andrews 

Andrews (D-NJ), as a grandparents' visi
talion law, the legislation also 

helps non-custodial parents, beGiUSe visitation' 
is visitation! 

The new law, all amendment to Title 28, 
U.S.Ox\e, Section l7::18A (known before pas
sage as [-tHo 41(4), passed unanimously in 
!"lIe House alld Senate. 

III I-louse noor debate prior to passage on 

July 14, 19~)8 (see Congressional Record, Vol. 144. No. 
!)8, page H 54(7), Andrews said "Mosl Al1lericall grand
parents would believe that alkr a hard J(lllght, very dit~ 
licult, painllil and expellsive process of winning the right 
to \~sit their gTandchildren in slate court Ihaltbey have 
won Illat right permanently, or at least until some neg'a
tive circulllstance occurs. Many of thell1 have been 
shocked and chag1ined to lind out that" is not the case . 
Very olkn, when the child moves to another slate, the 
rights of the gl~mdpareills evaporate.'" 

"And rews could have suhstituted the word 
nOll-custodial· parents every time be used the word 
grandparents," said eHC memher Hob \,Vhitfield, 
who ll1onitors Capitol Hill legislalion. "II' you are it 

parent or grandparent with a valid custody or ac
cess (visitation) order in one state, and are 

Continued on page 3 

Yes, 20 Percent of Children of Divorce 

Have Approxill1atel~ 50/50 Shared Parenting 


Some people were surprised at the article 
111 Olll' last newsletrer (Sunllller/Fall 1998) 
which reported that approximately 20 percenl 
or children of divorced families are in equal 
shared parellting situations. 

\Ve have double-checked, and the lig
ure is correct! 

Equal shared parenting meat IS Ihat tlIere 
is approximardy SO/50 percent sharing of tillle 
belweell I'wo parellts on a year-round basis. 
This figure has dOlll>led sint.:e I ()~)O, whell only 
about 1() percent or children were estil1lated 
to he in eqllal shared parenting situations. 

This estimate is based on data from the 
U.S. Census Bureau and tile National Center 
I()r Health Statistics. 

"These ligures of equal shared parenting were 
higher thall we anticipated," said Hick Kuhn, a CHC 
evaluat'OI' of research. "And these ligures do not re
flect situations in which there is less than a 50/50 
split of tillle." Joint custody is generally deli ned as 
at least a third of the lime on ,t ye<tr-rolllld basis 
with a parenl. 50//iO shared parenting is substan
tiall" more Ihan IIlal. 

CRC Evalualnr of Hesearcll John Guidllbaldi, 
Ed. D., who leaches at Kent SUite and John Carroll 
Universities in Ohio, and WIIO reviewed the data, 
said "these figures sho", Ihe growing popularit~, of 
joint cnstody." 

Guidubaldi said "This t'lilerging trend gives 
reason i()r oplilllism ahout resoun:es parellts are ahle 
10 oner childrell .." 
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Anti-Joint eus Resolution Derailed-So Far 
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Good news-so far. The anti~joint I ustody 
resolution which had been introduced in! U.S. 
House of Representatives by 
Connie Morella (R-MD) has suffered a .~~,.u..',,". 
But it may not be totally dead. I 

As we reported in the last issue 0 I"Speak 
Out for Children," the resolution had in
cluded ill Sec. 241 of H.lt 3514-the olence 
Against Women Act II (VAWA). We 
aged everyone to write to their House . r 
and encourage them to remove SectiOl~ 241 of 
that bill. CRe interns also blanketed tHe hill to 

I 

encourage Representatives to vote against that 
section. I

On June 18, 1998, Congress 
ous portions of the Violence Against 
Act, as an amendment to the Child 
and Sexual Predators Act (H.R 3494) 

The anti-joint custody reso 
part of the measure that passed the H 

Observers in Congress credited the suc
cess in stalling the anti~ioillt custody 
to various factors, including: 
• 	 the initial slIppqrt, then 

.Sec !:,!O(" Oil IN/,'lt:.: S 

port, by Rep. Tom Davis (R-VA), who said he was 
against domestic violence, but lorjoint cllstody. The 
resolution urges states to give veto power over joint 
custody to the child's "primary caretaker parent" 
as a supposed way of preventing domestic violence; 

• 	 the opposition to the resolution of Rep. Virhril Goode 
(D-VA), who wrote a letter to Cindy and Michael 
E\~ing, longtime CRC members, saying he supported 
joint cllstody when he was a member of the Vir
ginia legislature, and had not changed his mind now 
that he was in Congress; 

• 	 the educational ell()I'ts of many CRC members, other 
supporters ofjoint cllstody across the country, and 

. the elTorts on Capitol Hill retcrred to above. 
CRC will continue to closely monitor this anti

joint cllstody (shared parenting) resolution. 
Rep. Morella could still seek to pass the resolu

tion as part of the remaining sections of V A W A, if 
they are called for a vote. Or she could seek to pass 
the resolution on its own. So CRC supporters are urged 
to continue writing to your House member, asking the 
Representative to: 

notify Ms. Morella that they do not sup
port the resolution, and to notify you that 
they have let her know or their opposition. 

Then tell CRC! 
The resolution in full states: 

Sec. 241. Child custody, child abuse, and victims of 
domestic violence. 

Expresses the sense of the Congress that for 
purposes ofdetermining child custody, it is ill the best 
interest of children to have a presnmption that chil
dren should have their main physical residence with 

. Ihe primary caretaker parent uuless that parent is un

Om/inlled o/lfJ"/{C 7 
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