U.S. Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division

Weashington, DC. 20500




-

_MALDEF

—
—

! 1D:2136290266 * JAN 04’95 9:05 No.00Z PﬁU%

] ‘ PAGE 1
Displey 3995-1996 Bill Text - INPORMATION
BILL NUMBRR: ACA 2

BILL TEXT

INTRODUCED BY hsaambly Merber Richter

DBCKMBER 5, 1934

hesenmbly Constitutional Amendment Wo. 2 A resolution to propose to the
people of the State of California an amendment to the Constitution of che
State, by adding Section 31 to Article I thereof. relating to civil rights.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGBST

ACA 2. as introduced, Richter. Civil rightB
_ The Callfornla Constitution provides that a parson may not be diaqualx!ied
from entering or pursuing & business,. profeanion, veocation, or employment
because of sex, race. creed, color, or national or ethnic origin.

This measure would prohibit the atate or any of its political subdivisions
from using race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin as a criterion for
eithar digcriminating against, or granting preferential treatment to, any
individual or group in the operation ol the grate’s syetem of public
employment, public educatlon, or public contracting.

vote: 2/3. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: - yes. State-mandatved
local program: no. ‘

Resolved by the Assembly, the Senate concurring. That the Legislature of
the State of California at its 1995-%6 Regular Session commencing on the fifth
day of December 1994, two-thirds of the membership of tach house concurring,
heveby proposes to the people of the State of California that the Constirution
of the State be amendad by adding Section 31 to Article 1 vrhercof, to reud:

BEC. 3). (a) Neither the SBtate of Califorrhia nor any of its political
pubdivigions or agento sholl usc race, gex, color, ethnicity, or national
origin as a criterion for ecither dis¢riminating againsc, or granting 5
prefaerential treatment to. any individual or group {n the operaciou of the
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state’'s Bystem of public empiOyment, public education, or public Contracting.

{b) This section shall apply only to state action taken after the effective
date of this gection.

{c) Allowable remedies for violation of this Bection shall include normal
and cugtomary attorney’'s foes,

(4) Nothing in this section shall be 1nterpreted as prohxbicing
claggifications based on sex that are ryeasonably necessary to the normal
operation of the Stare‘s eystem of public employment or public education.

{e) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as invalidsting any court
order or consent decree that ig in forca aa of the effective dste of this
ssction.

{f} Nothing in thie gaction ahall be intevpretved &g prohxblt;ng state
action that is necesssiy to establish or maintain eligibility for any federal
program, where ineligibility would repult 1n a loss of federal funds to the .
State.

{g) NWothing ln this section ghall ba construed as prohibiting a public
ageacy from obeying s court order requiring the consideratjon of racial,
ethnic, national origin, gender, or religious characterigtics to remedy the -
effecte of ({s own pest discriminatory practices.

{n) If any part or parte of this section are found to be in conflict with
federal law or the United States Constitution, the section ahall be
implemented to the maximum extent permitted by federal law and the United

Stareg Constitution. Any provision held invalid shall be severable froin the
remaining porticng of this section. :

bW
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HEADLINE: Demos Hope to Offer Alternative Inltlatlves
Response to rlght wing’ proposals:

BYLINE:,Edward,Epstein, Chreonicle Staff Writer

BODY = .

Stlll smartlng from a stlnglng defeat over Prop081tlon 187 in last month’s
election, California Democrats vow that from now on, they will not allow
conservatives to dominate the state’s initiative process.

Starting with the 1996 elections, the Democrats plan to come up with their
own statewide propositions, some of which will be offered to counter initiatives
like voter-passed Prop. 187, which denied government benefits to illegal
immigrants. Others will seek to advance the party’s policy goals, perhaps in the
areas of welfare and campaign-finance reform.

In an interview, state chairman Bill Press admitted that the Democrats made a
serious error in their strategy of fighting 187, which the party officially
opposed. ’'’I think we made a mistake not hav1ng something on the ballot against
187,'' he said.

Press said party leaders, still t;yihg to sort out the wreckage of the
election setback, are meeting to decide how to proceed.

**There are lots of conversations'going on about what the ballot will loock
like in 1996. One thing for sure is that we’re not g01ng to accept a totally
‘defen51ve posture,’’ he said.

'’The initiative process has been perverted in California,’’ Press charged.
*It's no longer citizens trying to express their point of view. It is being
used by rlght- wingers 'with a pure, extreme agenda to try to influence
elections. :

MORE EXPLOSIVE THAN PROP. 187

If Proposition 187 set the angry tone for California’s 1994 election, 1996
could be the year of an anti-affirmative action initiative, which has been
officially named the California Civil Rights Initiative. It could be even more
explosive than Proposition 187. °

. Berkeley-based organizers of the initiative say they still are deciding
whether to try to get the measure on the March 1996 primary ballot or on the
November general election ballot. Given time constraints, they probably will try
for November, when the nation elects a president.



» . PAGE 24
- The San Francisco Chronicle, DECEMBER 19, 1994
That could mean bad news for the Democrats,.and for President Clinton’s
expected re-election bid. The possible initiative has been informally dubbed the
'*angry white men’s initiative.’’ In a state where white voters constituted
about 78 percent of the turnout in November, it could provide another chance for

voters angry with the status quo to voice their discontent and could spell
electoral disaster for a liberal party associated with affirmative action.

The heart of the proposed amendment to the state constitution forbids the
state or any local government from using ’‘race, sex, color, ethnicity or
national origin as a criterion for either discriminating against, or granting:
preferential treatment to, any individual or group in the operation of the
state’s system of public employment, public education or public contracting.’’

"DIRTIEST CAMPAIGN'

A supporter of the initiative, professor Frederick R. Lynch of
Claremont -McKenna College outside Los Angeles, said the fight over the
proposition could be bitter. ’’It could be the dirtiest campaign in Callfornla
history. The other side won’t be caught flat- footed, as they were on 187
said Lynch, who has wrltten against affirmative action programs.

Press was notvsure~what a Democratlc—backed initiative on affirmative action
would say. ’'’'We may be open to some modification to make sure affirmative action
doesn’t discriminate against white males, which it shouldn’t,’’ he said.

Thomas Wood, who works for the California Association of Scholars, a
conservative-minded group of faculty at the state’s universities, is one of the
initiative’s organizers. He denies it is anti-civil rights.

' "We want to enshrine the basic principles of the 1964 federal C1V11 Rights
Act,’’ he said.

That landmark law forbade discrimination on the basis of race, sex or
ethnicity. Affirmative action came about later ’‘to shift the emphasis from
equality of opportunity to equality of results, and from individual rights to
group entitlements,’’ as a brochure circulated by the group pushing the
initiative said. ‘

Backers said they have drawn the initiative narrowly to avert court
challenges. It does not cover existing state programs, says nothing about
federally ordered affirmative action and says that any section of the amendment
found to be in conflict with federal law shall be dropped.

SMALL BUDGET SO FAR

The initiative is being organized on a small budget so far, but backers have
put together an advisory board of well-known figures, mostly from the
conservative side of politics. They include 1992 GOP Senate candidate Bruce
Herschenson, state Senator Tom Campbell, R-Los Altos, independent state Senator
Quentin Kopp of San Francisco and Sally Pipes, president of the Pacific Research
Institute for Public Policy in San Francisco.

Campbell said the initiative could have the side-effect of helping
Republicans in 1996. ’'It could bring out conservative voters. But yocu don’'t
know what other initiatives will be on the ballot.’’
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He said the initiative poses a dilemma for Clinton and the Democrats.
'’ Suppose the presidential nominee for the Republicans is squarely for
color-blind government, and he (Clinton) is against it,’’ Campbell said. Given
that it is mainly whites in California who vote, he said, such a position could
hurt Clinton. On the other hand, Democrats still rely on minority turnout to
- provide victory margins, so coming out against such an initiative could hurt«
Cllnton s standlng w1th mlnorltles

ALTERNATIVE CHOICES

That’s where Press’ idea comes 1n by‘pfoﬁiding voters with another option
for a more moderate choice. ‘ : S

His idea is not new.. In 1988 for instance, there were competlng campalgn‘
reform initiatives on the ballot. Both passed. State law provided that the one
‘with the most votes would go into effect, along with non- confllctlng parts of’
the second. ' :

But«after a long court fight, the state Supreme Court ruled that only the
initiative with the most votes should take effect. However, most of the No. 1

~campaign reform 1n1t1at1ve was found to be unconstltutlonal so neither
initiative tock effect. S

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: Effort'to.OutlaW'Affirmative Action Promoted in California;
Civil Rights Groups See Initiative as Political-Cultural Grenade

SERIES: Occasional
BYLINE: John Boudreau, Special to The Washington Post
DATELINE: BERKELEY, Calif.

BODY :
The headguarters for the California Civil Rights Inltlatlve, a measure that
would outlaw affirmative-action, is located on Martin Luther King Jr. Way.

"A lot of people see an irony," says Glynn Custred, one of two scholars
leading the fight to overthrow the decades-old government attempt to redress
discrimination. They want to end government programs that give minority and
female preference for jobs, promotions, contracts and college admissions with a
proposed state constitutional amendment.

And traditional civil rights groups are taking them very seriously.
California voters gave the nation a jolt from the right last month when they
passed Proposition 187, whlch would deny non-emergency medlcal care and
=ducation to illegal immigrants. Now the state could be on the verge of doing it
again. Conservatives hope to place the anti-affirmative action measure on the
1996 presidential primary ballot.

"The tide has turned," says Thomas Wood, executive director of the
conservative California Association of Scholars and the initiative’s
co-architect. "There is an anti-affirmative action issue coming down the pike in
California that is going to make 187 look like klndergarten "

Noting that voters here are angry and worrled about their economic future,
Constance Rice of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund in Los Angeles
said, "This state is already dangerously polarized."

The measure, whlch has been endorsed by the Callfornla Republican Party,
needs 615,000 valid signatures to qualify for the ballot as a statewide
proposition. If approved by voters, it would bar the use of ethnicity or gender
"as a criterion for either discriminating against, or grantlng preferential
treatment to, any individual or group." It also would reguire agenc1es to
reimburse legal costs of successful plaintiffs.

"Affirmative action 1is like the Vietnam War," said Custred, a California
State University anthropology professor. "We got into it with the best of
intentions. It turned into a quagmire. Now it’'s time to get out.
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"It’s reversed Jim Crow," he added. "We will never have a.color-blind
society. But we need a color-blind legal code."

The authors of the anti-affirmative action measure argue that affirmative
~action contradicts the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which prohibited discrimination
for reasons of color, race, religion or national origin. In addition, they said
it penalizes qualified minorities by tainting them as so-called quota hires and
rarely helps the economically disadvantaged.

"People are really livid about affirmative action," Wood said. "It
compromises or distorts the American principle  that people shouldn’t be
dlscrlmlnated agalnst on the basis of their race, sex, creed or national
origin. .

He said he believes California‘’s political landscape, in an era of limited
dreams and resources, is fertile ground for their populist ideas. Wood and
Custred are: confldent that California voters, who approved Proposition 187 by a
2-to-1 ratio in November, are ready to send another powerful message to the
state Capitol -- and beyond..

"If we get this on the ballot and raise the money and support we need, the
race is ours.to lose," Wood said. "I would not want to be the campaign manager
for the opposition. Who wants to be opposed to equal rightg?™

Civil rights advocates view the initiative as a cultural- polltlcal hand -
grenade.

"You can call it Willie Horton,goes to college," said Eva Paterson, executive
director of the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights in San Francisco, referring
to the television ad during the 1988 presidential campaign in which
Massachusetts Gov. Michael S. Dukakis was attacked for allowing a convicted
felon, who was black, out of prison. "It’s the politics of polarization. It will
re-segregate society. : :

"T believe affirmative action is flawed," she said. “But no one has come up
with an answer for admitted racism.® - - I

- Rice, the western regional counsel for the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, said that studies show that black males continue to lag behind
white counterparts with equal education in terms of salaries. Affirmative actlon
is the only way to bridge that gap and allow minorities to break into
professional ranks, long the bastion of white males, she said.

"This is a door-closing measure,’ Rice said. "As long as the statistics are
100 percent white and male, no one ever raises the question, ’'Is there anything
wrong with this picture?’ But as soon as you begin to level the playing fleld
and make resources available [to minorities], all of a sudden we have a
constitutional crisis. It’s so hypocritical.™

Custred and Wood call themselves neoconservatives. Their cramped, bare-light,
bulb office resembles a warren for university teaching assistants. The genial
scholars emphatically rummage through piles of papers, refer to articles and
. books as required reading and speak with reasoned sincerity. They like to point
out that their fiercest opponents have been unable to.call them racists.
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Wood, whose field is phllosophy, said he has been denied academic
appointments because he is white. "I was once told by a member of a search
committee at a unlver51ty, ‘You' d walk into this job if you were the right
gender,’ " he said.

Custred said affirmative action threatens the state’s educational system. He
and colleagues became concerned with proposed legislation, which later failed,
requiring proportional representation of minorities among public university
graduates The push for diversity, he maintained, overshadows academics.
Minority. students may be bumped up to a. hlgher level of college than they are
prepared for, he said.

"There are large numbers of under-prepared students coming in," Custred said.
"Are we going to be a remedial institution or an institution of higher
education?™ \

Furthermore, the two academics said they want to head off potential
demagogues who could use affirmative action to fuel racism.

"Affirmative action was created with the best of the American character: to
right ‘a wrong," Custred said. "But instead we’ve created an apparatus that has
led us down the path of Balkanlzatlon where everythlng is decided by race,
ethnicity and gender.”

Civil rights advocates, though, said the measure will further inflame fears
'in a state strained by racial tensions and in economic shock.

"There’'s a very low flash point out here," Rice said. "When you pander to the
lowest primal fears, it’s a dangerous situation.”

She added, "How the state reacts will depend on who has the most money to
support or oppose [the initiative]. That’s the sad fact."

Assemblyman Bernie Richter,:a Republican from Chico, introduced a similar
anti-affirmative action amendment in the state Assembly in early December. His
legislation would support preferences only for economlcally disadvantaged people
applying for entry-level positions. :

"I would prefer that Democrats help put this on the ballot and join us," he

said. "My message to my Democratic friends is: Either support it now or be run
over by it later.® , ,

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, THOMAS WOOD AND GLYNN CUSTRED ARE LEADING THE BALLOT EFFORT,
WHICH THEY CALL THE CALIFORNIA CIVIL RIGHTS INITIATIVE. NICK LAMMERS FOR TWP
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HEADLINE: THE NEXT FREIGHT TRAIN
BYLINE: John Jacobs, Political Editorl

Ny AT K mIAN  h sun e T e s e T s

BODY:
WHEN THE "three strikes" package of crime legislation was unveiled last year

-- and later when it went on the ballot -- Democratic legislative leaders Willie

Brown and Bill Lockyer and Democratic gubernatorial candidates Kathleen Brown
and John Garamendi jumped out of the way. They could spot a freight train
barreling down the track, and felons don’t vote. , :

It was harder when Proposition 187 came along. That measure, which passed by
a 3-2 margin, would, if ‘deemed constitutional, deny-education. and nonemergency:
health benefits to illegal  immigrants. It was fueled by voter rage at taxpayer
money being used to pay for these services, and that rage was stoked by Gov.
Pete Wilson’s re-election campaign, which highlighted the theme.

But Proposition 187 struck at some of the core values of Democratic
activists, civil libertarians and Hispanic groups, many of whom don’t believe
children should be denied access to health and education because of where their
parents choose to live. Most Democratic candidates opposed the measure and for
many, including Kathleen Brown,‘the issue contributed to their defeat.

Now comes a measure, the California Civil Rights Initiative, aimed right at
the heart of the Democratic Party s core constituencies: liberals, minorities
and public employee unions. : : S S

INTRODUCED AS a constitutional amendment last year by Assemblyman Bernie
Richter, R-Chico, the measure would "prohibit the state or any of its political
subdivisions from using race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin as a '
criterion for either discriminating against, or granting preferential treatment
to, any individual or group in the operation of the state’s system of public
employment, public education or public contracting."

What this means, in short, is no discrimination. But more important, no
affirmative action programs for women or minorities, either. No preferences for
minority contractors (a Republican- appointed state Supreme Court just affirmed
the validity 'of such programs last week in a 6-1 decision); no special programs
for admission of minorities to college; no special race-based programs for
government jobs, including police and firefighting. Polls have shown- that such
programs are highly unpopular with voters.

If "three strikes" and PrOpOSltlon 187 were. freight trains, ‘this initiative
could be a heat-seeking missile that, if it’s not disarmed, explodes the
Democratic Party coalition: Richter plans to introduce it again in the new
session. Republicans see it as a wedge issue that they would love to put on

-ty
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the November 1996 ballot if the Leglslature does not approve it -(and possibly
even. 1f it does). Last week Wilson came close to endors1ng it.

Democratlc incumbents would be forced to choose between voting to protect
race-based programs, which would infuriate many voters, including angry white
males, whose overwhelming Republican votes last November gave the GOP -control of
Congress and possibly the state Assembly. Or they could vote against such
- programs and draw the ire of minority activists, who would punish them.

= eads "that this will

partlcularly Democrats
solidify a Republican

WHEN RICHTER'S measure came up last year, it died in the Assembly Judiciary
Committee. The Leglslatlve Black Caucus and Hispanic Caucus both opposed it.
"There’s little doubt in my mind- that if this bill goes forward," Assemblywoman
Barbara Lee, D-Oakland, chair of the Leglslatlve Black Caucus, said at the time,
"We will have turned the clock back 30, 40 or 50 years." Maybe so, but most
'voters don’t see it that way, 1nclud1ng Democrats : .

"Therehoughtﬁto be a&pemgcratlc»responseﬂtowthrs“lmmedlately,ﬁ said one,top
leglslatlve “sFaffer. "Eithe

swezdealz=withuthesdi ssuezorsembrace. it. But we can’t
be out there just saying we’re against it and defending the status quo. These
are programs we have supported and funded and many have been successful. But.:
they are very hard to defend. It’s like "three strikes,’ which sounds so logical
to the public."’ S :

One option would be to- llberate Democrats to vote their districts and prov1de
enough votes to approve several bills in the Assembly and Senate to end these
programs. If Wilson signed them into law in 1995, it would be hard to argue that
an initiative would be necessary the fOllOWlng year

There is a huge problem with thlS strategy, however. Rlchter s -
constitutional amendment that would supplement the” bills would require 54 votes
which means at least 14 Assembly Democrats would have to.swallow it.

If a 81gn1f1cant number of Democrats- spllt over race and -over whether to
‘repudiate affirmative action programs they have sponsored for 20 years, the
retribution to follow could make the current speakership war, by comparison,
look like a walk in the park. ‘ :

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE Bill to end affirmative actlon programs killed

BYLINE ED NrNDEL
Staff Writer

BODY : .

Backers of a "color-blind" bill aimed at eliminating all state and local
government affirmative dction programs lost their first battle yesterday, but
confidently predicted eventual victory in the Leglslature or through an
1n1t1at1ve

TThis is just the first shot in a salvo that. will be heard all over America,
.ﬂd Assemblyman Bernie Richter, R-Chico, whose ACA 47 was rejected on a
rty line vote by the Assembly Judiciary Commlttee

Rlchter, who was joined by supporters at a news conference afterward, said
the committee hearing was a historic first debate on an issue that has been
~difficult to discuss in the past because of charges of racism.

I .
But at- an emotional hearlng that drew an overflow crowd to a small committee

room, opponents said Richter s bill is not the birth of a nationwide movement
but ian attempt to create a wedge issue that Republlcans can use agalnst
Democrats in legislative campaigns.

"It’'s very unfortunate that we use these difficult times, with issues such

as , _ ‘ . ,
this, to further polarize our state," said Assemblyman Richard Polanco, D-Los

Angeles.

The measure would put a proposed state constitutional amendment on the
ballot
that would prevent all state and local government agencies from operatlng
affirmative action programs. Racial minorities and women could not be given
preference for government. jobs, government contracts or positions in public
schools, colleges or universities.

Federal affirmative action programs would not be affected by the measure.

Currently, the state and many local government agencies have hiring goals



med at creating a work: force that roughly mirrors the percentage of
‘arities
”; the population. Many agenc1es also set a51de a percentage of their
contracts
for bids from businesses owned by mlnorltles, women and the disabled.

ACA 47 is co-authored by 43 members'of the Legislature, all of them
Republicans except for Sens. Robert Presley, D-Riverside, and Quentin Kopp,
I-Sah Francisco. The bill is'similar to an initiative backed by a group called

the California Civil Righte Initiative, whose advisoryfboard inélﬁdesmepp and
state Sen. Tom Campbell, R-Stanford. R :
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Thé~initiative was ﬁ%itteno5§ Thomas Wood, executive director of the
California Association of Scholars in Berkeley, and Glynn Custred, a professor
at California State University, Hayward. The initiative was filed with the
secretary of state last year, but backers 'say there was no attempt to gather
81gnatures

Wood sald the 1n1t1at1ve w1ll be reflled and supported by a grass- roots
drive.
to gather signatures for the 1396 ballot. Denying an accusatlon by opponents,
both Wood and Richter said their measures are not part of a nationwide drive to
i
ban affirmative action programs orchestrated by Patrick Buchanan, a former GOP
pre51dent1al candldate

Rlchter said he introduced the bill because of a "faculty rebellion" at
California State University, Chico. About 40 percent of the faculty signed a
petition opposing an affirmative actlon program launched by a new president at
CSU Chico last year.

, In.several state and national polls, said Richter, there is strong“public
support for eliminating afflrmatlve actlon programs. He said some of the polls

Dw that atflrmatlve action 1s opposed by a third of African-Americans and .
.o ,En s
Hore Latlnos

Rlchter and his supporters sald afflrmatlve action programs encourage -
racism, :
the thlng they are supposedly almed at ellmlnatlng He said the programs can
help "sow the seeds of race hate deep into the fabrlc of American society."

; !

But opponents of the bill said that affirmative action is néeded to correct

centuries of discrimination that still continues today. They said minorities

are not competing on a level playing field.

Juaith Kurtz, an attorney for Equal Rights Advocates, criticized the

proposal
"to dismantle longstandlng efforts to remedy the discrimination faced by women
and minorities -- especially when California will become the only state where

minorities will be a majority of the population in the next. five years.
University of California Redent Ward Connerly, an African-American

businessman appointed by Republican Gov. Pete Wilson, said he opposes UC

affirmative action programs because they have "reached the point of diminishing

returns."

Others ‘echoed the view, noting that highly qualified Asian students have
n < o
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HEADLI&E:'Wllson'in favor of‘abdlishing affirmative action, quotas .
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DATELINE: SACRAMENTO
| :
BODY: - ; ;

Gov——Wilson said Thursday he favors abollshlng the state’s afflrmatlve action
laws, saying government Jjobs and entry into college should not be awarded on the
basis of race or sex but on 1ndrv1dual mer1t '

1

"I don tithink that it’s fair to give preference based upon race or gender. I
" think what we should do is make those:-judgments based-upon—mexrit aftexr_. affordlng
rgiicgguallty and opportunlty;of access, " the Republican. governor sa1d in an - .

1nterv1ew . : . i

In. other comments, Wilson also sald

| i

* He enjoys the speculatlon surroundlng his prospects for a spot on the GOP'’s
pres1dent1al ticket in 1996, saying it gives him-clout in national-policy
debates ‘ . o S : : .

* He would not rule out the pOSSlblllty of mountlng a ”favorlte son" campaign
for pres1dent in California as a way of brokering a divisive primary battle
among closely matched Republlcan pres1dent1al candidates.

I

* He supports his party’s upcoming attempts in Congress to deny welfare to
legal immigrants, a position he|sa1d does not conflict with his campaign
statements drawing a dlstlnctlon between government services for legal and
1llegal 1mm1grants : :

* HlS goals for his second term as governor 1nclude changes in welfare,
educatron, the legal system and restructuring California’s regulatory laws and
lowerlng tax rates so they are favorable to job creation.

Wllson s remarks on afflrmatlve actlon put him in phllosophlcal agreement
with a;hlghly controversial proposal to amend the state Constltutlon in a way
“that would wipe out’ preferentlal treatment programs- for women and ethnic ’
'mlnorltles  Affirmative-action programs have been in place for decades as a way

of . rectlfylng past dlscrlmlnatory practlces

An effort to put the so- called "colorbllnd soc1ety” amendment on the ballot
failediin the legislature earller this yeadar, but the proposal S author ‘
Assemblyman Bernie Richter, R- CthO, has re-introduced the measure for the
comlng‘leglslatlve session. Others are contemplating an initiative drive to
quallfy the measure for the ballot in1996.
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Programs for poor preferable

Wilson stopped short of endorsing the specifics of either effort, but said
affirmative-action policies should be abolished in favor of programs that help
the poor, particularly disadvantaged chlldren, gain the opportunities they need
for self-improvement. ‘

"Making it (hiring and other decisions) purely on the basis of race and
gender is wrong," Wilson said. "I can think of people I know who are members of
minority groups. who are extraordinarily gifted .and.who, by their own .effort,
have become. quite wealthy and don’t need any preference. They’re doing just fine
in an open competition-

" "But what is true is that there are a lot of people who -- not because of

color necessarlly, people of all colors -- are poor and not provided equal
access and equal opportunity. . . . What we really need to focus on is whether

a quallty of opportunity and access to all
children. I 'think that’s what we want.

Wilson railed against quotas -~ fixed hiring percentages for women and
minorities -- in his 1990 campaign for governor but he stopped short that year
of calling for an end to affirmative- actlon goals.

Quota systems

Ofi Thursday, Wilson linked the two, saying, "I don’t think we should be
awarding either jobs or places in a graduate school class based upon race or
gender because if you do, essentially you are talklng about a quota system, and
I don’t think what we want are quotas.

"We don’t want to deny anybody access but I don’t think you glve preference
by virtue of gender or membershlp in an ethnic group."

Asked whether he would favor abolishing affirmative action while offering
more programs to expand opportunltles for poor chlldren Wilson answered "Yes."

Turning to the question of whether he likes being mentioned as a possible
presidential candidate in.1996, Wilson said he enjoys the talk as a way to gain
more leverage in national pollcy discussions.

"I hope it gives me all kinds of clout," he said. "It affords an opportunity
to affect public policy, and with a Republican majority in both houses of
Congress, there are now opportunities that were a pipe dream before November."

Since his re-election, Wilson has hedged on the question of whether he’ll run
for national office. ‘ : : .

GRAPHIC: Gowv. Wllson says that . programs to help the poor are better than
afflrmatlve actlon :

LOAD—DATE—MDC: December 31, 1994
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BODY : : . ) . .
Gov. Pete Wilson said yesterday he favors abolishing the state’s affirmative
action laws, saying government jobs and entry. into college should not be awarded
on the basis of race or sex but, on individual merit.

"I don’t think that it’'s falr to give preference based upon race or gender. I
think what ‘we should do is make| those judgments based upon merit after affording
real equality and opportunity of access," the Republican governor sdid in an
intexrview.

In other comments, Wilson also said:

He enjoys the speculation surrounding his prospects for a spot on the GOP's
presidential tlcket 1n 1996, saying it gives him clout in national policy
debates. : o : ' ‘

He wouldn t rule out the pos51blllty of mounting a "favorite son" campalgn
for president in California as a way of brokering a divisive primary battle
-among closely matched Republlcan presidential candidates.

7 He supports his party S upcoming attempts in Congress to deny welfare to
legal 1mmlgrants who are not U.S. citizens, a position he said dces not conflict
with his campaign rhetoric draw1ng a distinction between government services for
legal and illegal immigrants.

His goals for his second term as governor include changes in welfare,
education, the legal system and restructuring California’s regulatory laws and
lowering tax rates so they are: more favorable to job creation.

Wilson'’s remarks on affirmative action put him in philosophical agreement
with a proposal to amend the state constitution in a way that would w1pe out
preferential treatment programs for women and ethnic minorities.
Affirmative-action programs have been in place for decades as 'a way of
rectifying past discriminatory practices.

An effort to put the so-called "colorblind society" amendment on the ballot
failed in the Legislature earlier this year, but the proposal’s author,
Assemblyman Berxrnie Richter, R-'Chico, has reintroduced the measure for the coming
legislative session. thers dre contemplating an initiative drive to qualify
the measure for the ballot in 1996
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Wilson stopped short of endorsing the specifics of either effort, but said
affirmative-action policies should be abolished in favor of programs that help
the poor, particularly disadvantaged children, gain the opportunities and access
they need for self- 1mprovement e : ‘

"Making it (hiring and other dec181ons) purely on the basis of race and
gender is wrong," Wilson said. "I can think of people I know who are members of
minority groups who are extraordinarily gifted and who, by their own effort,
have become: quite wealthy and don’'t need any preference They’re doing just
fine in an open competltlon

"But what is true is that there are a lot of people who -- not because of
color necessarlly, people of- all colors -- are poor and not provided equal
‘access and equal opportunity. . . . What we really need to focus on is whether

we are affording, realistically, a quallty of opportunity and access to all
children. I think that’s what we want.

‘Wilson ralled agalnst guotas :-- flxed hiring percentages for women and
minorities -- 'in his 1990 campaign for governor, but he stopped short that year
of calling for an end to afflrmatlve action goals.

Yesterday, Wilson llnked the two, saying, "I don’t think we should be
awarding either jobs or places Ln a graduate school class based upon race or
gender because if you do, essentlally you are talking-about a quota system, and
I don’'t think what we want are quotas. We don’'t want to deny anybody access,.
but I don’t think you give preference by virtue of gender or membership in an
ethnic group."

Asked whether he would favorfabolishing atfirmative action while offering
more programs. to expand opportunities for poor children, Wilson answered, "Yesg."

Turnlng to the questlon of whether he likes belng ‘mentioned as a possible
presidential candidate in 1996, 'Wilson said he enjoys the talk as a way to gain
more leverage in national policy discussions.

"I hope it gives me all kinds of clout," he said. "It affords an opportunlty
to affect public policy, and with a Republican majorlty in both houses of
Congress,. there are now opportunlt;es that were a pipe dream before November."

He also left open the possibility of running a "favorite son" campaign in
California. Under that scenario, Wilson would run for president only in
California,. capturing the state’/s delegates himself so that the state could
wield more clout at the GOP’'s 1996 national convention in San Diego. - "The
advantage could be if you're in 'a situation where the two leading contenders are
essentlally deadlocked, and you ‘have the ability to break the deadlock -- (it)
gives you a llttle bargalnlng power,' he said. :

In the area of immigration, Wllson said rollbacks in welfare services for
legal immigrants who are not U.S. citizens are justified because it should be
the responsibility of those who sponsor immigrants -- particularly those who are
relatives -- to provide for the newcomers’ well-being if they cannot provide for
themselves.. : ‘
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'GRAPHIC: 1 PHOTO; Gov. Pete Wilson
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'BODY

Governor Wilson has ‘come out in favor of ending affirmative action hiring
policies in California, stepping squarely into what is likely to be the
bloodiest Do11t1cal fight of 155s6.

The governor's a&des*spenﬁiyéEterdaquualrfylng:Wr}sonL3wcai}~fer—end1ng
hlrlng:preferences:basedfon“race and—gender;~which have been a mainstay of
government anti-discrimination efforts 51nce the 1960s.

In an interview published in yesterday 's Sacramento Bee, Wilson said he
supports changes in the way Callfornla deals with affirmative action 1n the
schools and in the workplace

I don’t think we should be -awarding either jobs or places in a graduate
school based upon race or gende¥, because you’re talking about a quota system, '’
Wilson said in a transcript provided by his office. ’'’We don‘t want to deny
anybody access, but I don’t think you give preference by virtue of gender or
membership in an ethnic group.'’'”

Affirmative action is an expﬁosive subject, especially in the aftermath‘of
the overwhelming November victory of Proposition 187, which tapped into a
groundswell of .anger agalnst 111ega1 1mm1grants and minorities.

Even if Wllson wanted to abollsh afflrmatlve actlon, aides stressed, the
governor might not get his wish on the politically sensitive subject.

‘'You don’'t always have your way around here,’’ said Paul Kranhold, a
spokesman for the governor. ’’There are a lot of things that (Wilson) has
supported and tried to do that have just died in the Legislature.'’’

Although Wilson declined to support either a proposed constitutional
amendment or a possible initiative on affirmative action, he left the door open
by saying that he needed to give careful study to both.

Republic%n Assemblyman Bernie Richter of Chico proposed a constituticnal
amendment last year that would have banned any preferential treatment on racial,
ethnic or gender grounds by the .state or local governments. The measure died on

.a party-line vote in the Assembly Judiciary Committee, but Richter already has

submitted a new version for the coming legislative session.

If, as expected, the new proposal goes nowhere, Richter and a number of other
California conservatives are ready to turn in an initiative that would put an
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affirmative action ban on the November 1996 ballot. The measure is known ‘
officially as the California Civil Rights Initiative, but it has been informally
dubbed the ’‘angry white men’s lnltlatlve,” and is de81gned to appeal to white
middle- class voters concerned that. they are losing the battle for a shrinking
number of openings in top schools -- as well as jobs and promotions.

**pPeople who pursue‘policies'of guotas and preferences go to war against the
main ideals of the United States],’’ Richter said yesterday. ’’'They don’t realize
the destructiveness of trying to insert people 1nto an environment where they
can’'t make it, just to meet some quota.

WilSon_saidﬂthae—a%@ng:with“abofishing_affirmative:action7:he:wcui":iﬁérease
governmentmsupportuo£~measures_thaE~he&pﬁpbbr“therren~get—a~bettefwsta%%winj
11fe-such~as_prov1d1ng~chr&d~care~~prescheolﬁand~sch®o}—breakfast~pr®grams

Any attempt to scale back or. eliminate the state’s affirmative action
programs is going toc end in a political free-for-all, warned Alex Pitcher,
Dr881dent of the San Francisco branch of the NAACP. '

' ' The NAACP was responsible for bringing about affirmative action years ago,
and we’re. not about to let the clock be turned back,’’ he said. ''I'm positive
this would be one of the greatest motlvatlng factors ever in getting people to
register and vote.’’ i

Partisan: poWitlcal observers suggested that Wilson’s new attack on
affirmative action is a polltlcal ploy intended to . .improve his standlng among
Republican c¢onservatives in advapce of. the GOP presidential primaries.

' *More and more we're seeing the real Pete Wilson, a calculating political
animal,’’ said Bob Mulholland, a ¢ampaign adviser to the state Democratic Party.
**In 1994, he saw that Proposition 187 was going to be the hot issue, so he
supported that. Now, it looks like affirmative action wlll be the issue in 1996,
so here he 18 agaln " ' :

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: A crusade against "affirmative action’
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COLUMN: JOAN STEINAU LESTER !

" BYLINE: JOAN STEINAU LESTER .
DATELINE: Emeryville

BODY: ‘
THE CALIFORNIA back-to-the-'50s gang, who gave us "three-strikes" and
Proposition 187, now hopes to abolish affirmative action.

The gang aims to outlaw all such programs with the misnamed California Civil
Rights Initiative, a proposed state constitutional amendment’ that would ban all
state edicts giving preferential treatment to women and minorities in
contracting, hiring and school admlsslons

And honestly, many of us wonder why we need these programs. Can’t we just
hire, or admit to school, the<m¢st qualified person? ‘ .

What does it matter who does the job as long as the job holder is the best?
We’ve all heard, and some of usthave said, "I don’'t care whom I hlre or work
with, as long as they’re the best qualified.'

Which of course, brings up the question, How do we recognize' the best?

In real lifey we all tend to hire people much like ourselves. Those are the
‘people we automatically recognize as "qualified.™”

They speak like us, walk'like us, dress. like us, and have similar cultural
references. -

We have colleagues or frlends in common, or old school ties. These are
people who are part of our world We "know" them. We know how to evaluate them.

It's a stretch to see-the quallflcatlons of people who are different. When
I’'m hiring, the person with a background similar to mine is easily seen as
meritorious. I am likely to understand her references and how she thinks.
Unfamiliarity all too often means discomfort and even mistrust.

We all acknowledge this comfort zone when wevspeak of a prospective employee
as a "good fit." And we know it'in our guts, when we ‘enter a new place and look
for the cues which tell us we belong

I am contlnually amazed by how many bu81nesses hire clones. At one firm I
know well, each senior executive looks like the CEO, sharing similar Ivy.
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League college experiences aldné with his gender and race. This is the comfort
zone come to life, and these are the guys who are "qualified” by the "standard."

Let’s face it. Jobs are traditionally filled through networks of people we
know, from neighbors, relatives, or religious and professional groups.

Think back to jobs you've had How many of them were found or enhanced by a
"connectlon"? ,

‘This is so common that part -of the~cultural wisdom we pass on to young
adults as they set out in the work world is, "It’s not what you know. it’s who
you: know." And "who" you know is llkely to be heavily influenced by "who" you
are. Since the United States isistill so socially segregated, by race, ethnicity
and class, we are led right back to the beginning. We hire people who.look a lot
like ourselves.

affirmative action was initiated to break this circular process, which for
most good jobs effectively shut out anyone other than white males of particular
ancestry, the people who already have the jobs. Even today, in many situations,
only certain white males are alllowed in the club anyway.'If you are Jewish,
Italian, Irish or Catholic, for ‘example, you might be excluded. Not to mention
being gay. -

"Affirmative action" means setting goals (not guotas) and training people to
help make job sites and universities more inclusive and representative.

Affirmative actionfhas had é hard road, as would any program designed to
change centuries of inequality. It’s an awkward and artificial construct 1n a
country wherﬂ people value freedom of choice above all.

"This is a free country,"” we say as we grow up.‘"I can do whatever I want."

Affirmative action runs against that deeply held value.

and, not surprisingly, affirmative action programs are often flawed.
Resistance has surfaced to programs half-heartedly administered, conducted with
a cynical wink. White male applicants for jobs are sometimes told (illegally and
often erroneously) that they are rejected for reasons other than their
qualifications. ' ' ‘ ' C -

Yet many companies have instituted affirmative action voluntarily because
they’ve discovered that well-run! programs make good business sense. :

In other words, they WOrk.

A benchmark study by corporate giant IDS in Minneapolis has documented the
impact of voluntary corporate affirmative action programs, flndlng some of them
1directly responsible for generating up to 25 percent increases in sales.

A law outlaw1ng the ability of a firm to choose such a program will. severely
hinder businesses from being competltlve »

Affirmative action programs are often confused in the public mind with those
rare but highly publicized instances of court-mandated quotas known as "consent
decrees." : :
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These are numerlcal yardsticks reluctantly 1mposed by judges after years,
often decades, of foot-dragging,’ documented by wheelbarrows full of statlstlcal
evidence rolled into federal courts :

Such was the case of the Los' Angeles Fire Department (cited by backers of
the California Civil Rights Inltlatlve) where there was a 20- year history of
non- compllance with even its own. agreements

1 :

These high-profile "quota“ cases are the equlvalent of keeplng kids after

school.

That's rniot the way any teacher wants to teach It’s a method of last resort.
- But sometlmes it works : '

Do we then judge a whole educatlonal system by its after school punlshment
program, or believe that is typlcal of its pedagogy? :

In any case, it’s not likely that a state law would have any 1mpact on
consent decrees issued by federal courts.

-The reality is that affirmative. actlon, limited and flawed as it is, has .
profoundly changed the face of the U.S. workforce. It has given a "leg -up" to a
generation of workers who still don’t receive parity in pay for any given job.

If they can get it. (Unemployment rates for people of color hlstorlcally average
twice that of whites. This continues.) :

Affirmative'action is the program largely responsible for opening the doors
and allOW1ng the entry to: mid-management of the layer of women and people of
color we’ve squeezed in over the:'last 30 years.

A long-range alternative to affirmative action is taklng on social and
residential exclusion. Changing these patterns would dlvers1fy our personal
networks and end the need for artlflclal mechanisms to increase candidate pools.

This long~range solution 1nvelves all of us, to halt ongq1ng discrimination
by realty companies, mortgage holders, neighborhoods and social organizations.
It means monitoring our own subtle stereotypes and being willing to live through
a tran51tlonal discomfort zone. . :

i .

That’s guite a commitment. Can we make it? Until we do, we better keep the
ability to do some social engineering. :

R { . :

Otherwise, we’ll be running right back to the ‘50s, when the preferential
treatment, however unintentionally, went all one way': affirmative action for
white guys.

Joan Steinau Lester, author of "The Future of Whlte Men and Other Diversity
‘Dilemmas," is CEO of “Equity Institute.

LANGUAGE: English
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In her column "A crusade agalnst "affirmative action’ " (Opinion page, Dec.
25), Joan Steinau Lester fires the far left’'s first shot in the upcoming war
over ‘the California Civil nghts Inltlatlve

The proposed 1n1£i§E}ve would add a oonsthutlonalmamendment banning all
forms of state government-sanctioned preferential treatment of women and
minorities in contracting, hiring and school admissions.

Lester tries to make a case for affirmative action by invoking the specter
of her favorite bogeyman, thé ever-evil white male riding roughshod over the:
rest of society. She has no doubt that without affirmative action, white males
would willingly go back to pfe civil rights ways of the ’50s.

‘Lester believes that white men should willingly lock the other way when they
are passed over for an employment opportunity or an educational opportunity
because they bear the burden:of restitution for the dlscrlmlnatlon of
generations past. -Aj :

To compound the felony of her morally weak argument, she mentions that
historically preferential treatment of white men was limited to a narrow
cultural and religious subgroup of whites. If your last name socunded foreign or
if you only believed in the 0l1d Testament, you could pretty much count on not
being hired if you were up against one of the "inner circle." She then moves on
without seeing that the same subgroups of white males, while not enjoying all
the benefits cof preferential treatment given to white male Protestants, must

suffer the indignity of belng dlscrlmlnated against under the banner of
afflrmatlve action.

Reverse discrimination, also known as affirmative action, is punlshlng men
who have had nothing to do w1th past discriminaticn. The practlce of
government -sanctioned dlscrlmlnatlon against white males.is leading to a growing
resentment and hostility among both white males and whltes in general

No xatlonal person, white male or otherwise, thinks it is OK teo
discriminate. Today’'s generation of white males should not have tc accept a
racial spoils system just to make up for the sins ocf the past.

Robert L. Gaskin -
San -Francisco

Don’t scapegoat Libya
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B.J. Cutler’s piece linking the Libyan government with the bombing of Pan Am
Flight 103 in 1988 is full of accusations but no reliable evidence ("No justice
for Pan Am 103 killérs,"quinion Page, Dec. 21, 1994).

Cutler states, "By 1990, :American and Scottish detectives read CIA and
Britain’s MI6 had traced the ‘bomb’s detonator to Libyan intelligence
operations." It wasn’t until late 1990 that the finger was being pointed at
Libya. Before then, American officials were p01nt1ng the. finger at Syria. As the
American-led war with Iraqg over the latter’s invasion of Kuwait was approaching,
however, the Bush administration decided that it needed Syria on its side. Who
better to blame for the bombing than’ leyan leader Moammar Cadhaf1 America’s
favorite: Mlddle Eastern villain?

It has long been standard practice for Western intelligence-agencies to- llnk
"anti-Western governments with terrorlst acts even when the evidence doesn’t
warrant such accusations.

Before Americans decide it’s time to bomb Libya in order to bring to justice
the alleged perpetrators of the Pan Am bombing, let’s remind ourselves that, in
the process, we might be causing as much damage to innocent Libyan civilians as
the actual Flight 103 terrorrsts caused to Americans. ‘It would be a disservice
to the families of the victims to blame the wrong people.

Hugo Zuniga
San Francisco

Migden’s. Bayview concern

Bill McGregor (letter, Dec. 22) takes issue with Harold-McCoy’s quote, "Even
if fear is based on perception, it sends the wrong message" (news story, "Migden
outrages Bayview residents," Dec. 15).

Unfortunately, McGregor then goes on to confuse "perception" with "truth." A
board member might perceive the entire Bayview neighborhood as one whose
visitors require high-level protectlon The truth, however, verified by
statistics and comparlsons w1th other ne1ghborhoods, does not support this
belief. ~

My own belief is that government off1c1als will propagate untruths based on
perceptlon not facts. Don’t encourage them.
Stephanié Allen Gowin
San Francisco -
Thank you for your accurate. and tlmely appralsal of Supervisor Carole Mlgden s
nefarious and supercilious behavior, directed (apparently) only toward blacks
(editorial, "Fear.in City Hall, loathing elsewhere," Dec. 19). Migden’s
response is at best disingenuous (letter, Dec. 19, commenting on the Dec. 15
story about her blocking'a Board of Supervisors meeting in Bayv1ew -Hunters
Point because of security’ concerns) .

Migden could easily become pres1dent of the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors. She discarded an, endorsement that she desperately needed from The
Frederick Douglass Symposium,| subsequently losing vital African American votes.
Her rationale for this behavior was to force the symposium to change its
positionion another-ballot measure, and her approach, ran the gamut of lobbying,
arm-twisting, threatenlng and calling in all black political chits owed to her.
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In the end, she tried to destroy our efforts to get out a slate card by
influencing possible donors not to contribute. She was advised this would not be
successful. ‘

James L. Howard

President

The Frederick Douglass Symp051um
San Franc1sco

Elders told the truth

In the wake of the November 1994 elections, Clinton and his fellow Democrats

" are.eager to demonstrate how readily they will accommodate the right wing. By
telling the truth, Dr. Joycelyn Elders became the latest casualty of this

right-wing swing in ‘the Whlte House. e

As surgeon genexal Elders demonstrated a real commitméent to improving the
~health of all Amerlcans, despite the political pressure conservative Republicans
put on her.. o : :

She advocated that schools take. an active role in promoting healthy
behavior, including healthy sexual behavior. She defended the right of same -sex
couples to adopt chlldren and she denounced homophobia in organlzatlons like the
Boy Scouts ‘ : :

She brought the nation’s ettention to widespread domestic violence. She
suggested that drugs be legalized to cut down on crime.

A If Clinton had a real commitment to the poor and to working people, he would
implement Elder’s suggestions. Instead, to appease the right wing, Clinton lost
one of the last voices of reason in his government.

Nancy Reiko Kato

National organizer

Radical Women

San Francisco

New Year wish

. To the person who found my black shoulder bag on the Muni, brought it to the
bus driver who returned it to lost-and-found, where it stayed in the safe until
I picked it up like a lost Chlld Thank you and a wish for you also to have such

good luck in the New Year. :

Bernice Sachs

San Francisco

LANGUAGE: 'English
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WELD: Bill Weld said 12/29 that "famlly feasmblllty and
(the) field"” would be "key 1ssues" to conSLder before runnlng for

president, but added that he "wasn’'t at the p01nt where he was .
"actively trying to determine whether those factors would allow
him to make the run." Weld: "I’m really not even engaged in a
thlnklng or decision-making process about that" {Connolly, BOSTON

HERALD, 12/30). Connolly reported 12/29 that there is a
"distinct possibility" that Weld will run. Weld adviser John
Moffitt: "I think he would match up very well against Bill .
Clinton. I just thlnk he s what the country is looking for rlght

now." And, "based on 1nterv1ews w1th'an array of supporters,

advisers and confidants, there seems little doubt but that Weld
is ‘taking a very hard look at a 'White House run" (HERALD, 12/29)

‘A BOSTON GLOBE/KRC .communications research poll surveyed 400

voters 12/16—18.«-The'poll~found thatlsl% feel that Weld ought to

serve out his term as governor whlle 24% said he should seek
higher national office’ {12/30).

DOLE Bob Dole, asked if he s runnlng ‘"That dec151on s ih

the process of being made, and I had a meetlng as recently as .
yesterday with some of my polltlcal friends. “So we haven’t
forgotten about the election in ‘1996, but I think right now I
need to focus on what happens startlng next Wednesday, January
4th in the United States Senate" (*Face the Nation," CBS, 1/1).

NEWSWEEK’s "Conventional Wisdom' gives Dole an up-arrow: "Spears
Newt on book deal. Could void his Contract, too. The grownups
are back" (1/9 issue). U.S. NEWS’ "Washington Whispers" reports

that Dole supporters in NH "are soundlng out . local colleges as to

whether they may be 1nterested" 'in hav1ng hlm as a commencement
speaker - (1/9 issue). S

WILSON:. . Pete Wilson, asked whether he would like to be
.president: "I would like it at some point, but, you know, that’s

PAGE
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somethlng that may not come I have a ]ob that I like verp'much"

("Late Edltlon " CNN, 1/1

stepplng squarely into what 1s llkely ‘to-bé*the=blt
political” Fight 6 “1996 7 T "an "inté¥view with the SACRAMENTO
BEE, Wilson said he "supports changes" 1n the way CA dea i
affirmative, action. Wllson » ‘ T

e I

Fehould wbe

eny anybody access‘*

S e e

Some '"partisan political observers suggested that Wilson’s new
attack on affirmative action is a political ploy intended to
improve=hi: s~stand&ng:among:Repub&lcanwcenservat&ves" before the
'96 pres election. CA Dem adv1ser Bill Mulholland: "More and
more we’ re seelng the real Pete Wllson, a calculatlng political
animal. 1In 1994, he saw that Proposition 187 was going to be the

hot issue, so he supported that. Now, it’looks like'affirmatiye o

action will be the issue in 1996, so here he is again." CA
Assemblyman Bernie Richter (R) introduced a constitutional
amendment last year that would have banned "preferential
‘treatment" on racial, ethnic and!gender grounds by the state:

The measure died, but Richter has"alreadyﬁantroduced“agnew
version. {ffm&aSuexpected=athe%neWRNers1en@goes&nowhere;%ysome
Ca, congervatlves“mathry~to getwthemmeasure"on zthexzl96x=ballotzas
a proposition (Wildermuth, S.F. CHRONICLE 12/30) S.F.
EXAMINER'’s Hull makes a predlctlon for Wllson in ’'95: "For much
~of the year he will deny any 1nterest in runnlng for pre51dent

By vyear’s end he will remain a leadlng contender, if not for
president, then most- llkely for the Republlcan vice- pre81dent1al

nomination" 12/30 George’ Wlll on Wilson’s attacks on the
fed. gov't: "He has given sharp focus to today'’s
counterrevolution against the. dlsruptlon of constltutlonal
balance. His challenge kindles memories of earlier acts of
resistance, acts ass001ated’w1th‘names such as Jefferson,
Madison, Jackson and Calhoun" (N?WSWEEK, 1/9 issue).

CONVENTION ANGST: Queer Nation/San Diego co-founder Keith
Ramsey says he is "organizing a group called Protest: GOP ’'96" in

an effort to "coordinate demonstrations" at the ‘96 GOP
convention. . .Ramsey said he "antlclpates large- scale protests" at

the conventlonzvﬁwlth the GOP’s hlstorlcal.opp081tlon to women.s

equality, lesbian and gay civil'rights; and freedom‘ofhchoice,
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and with the party s support for Propos1tlon 187 _insensitivity
to environmental issues, and hawkish pro-war stances, the
possibilities for expressing popular dissent against Republican.
policies are" vmrtually endless"‘(Prlce, W. TIMES, 12/28).

ODDSMAKERS: U.S. NEWS’ "Washington Whispers" reports that
"sources at Ladbrokes, the British bookmakers, say that the odds
agalnst Blll Cllnton s re-election-are the longest for any
incumbent since they began’ acceﬁtlng wagers on ‘the race for the
White House in the LBJ era. But at 5-2, Clinton remains the
favorite. Other odds: Bob Dole at 5-1; Newt Gingrich, Lamar
fAlexander, chk Cheney ‘and. Jack»Kemp are at 8-1; Colin Powell at

12-1. Odds for Al Gore are 12- 1 in the event that Clinton does
not run (1/9 issue) . A ‘ A L

L b
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BODY . N . " [ . : A e o S
Last week, whlle the pre81dent was promising to set sail for the polltlcal
center, his: admlnlstratlon continued tacking leftward. His lawyers intervened in
two Supreme Court cases that involve what might, and should, be a burning issue

in 1996. This issue is: Do“we_want:coiorbl1nd:gexernment-exwtedaymsmraCLal
spoxis«sysxem°', ;

;
i

-awarding of contracts, to certain government-approved minorities. His lawyers
also joined those who want to continue a court-ordered program in Kansas City,
ostensibly about "desegregatlon,ﬂ that in 10 years has cost Mlssourl $1.3.
Abllllon

‘Cllnton s lawyers flled a brief in defense of a law glVlng_preference, in the

In the flrst case, Clinton’s lawyers are defendlng a law that gives
contractors‘substantlal bonuses for subcontracting at least 10 percent of any R
contract to "disadvantaged" bu31nesses A Colorado contractor, rejecting the ‘
lowest subcontracting bid on a highway guardrail, gave the contract to a
Hispanic-owned flrm and received from the U.S Department of Transportation a $
30,000 "bonus." The low bldder says the law licenses rac1al dlscrlmlnatlon ‘

‘ againSt him ‘ : :

There has been no show1ng of past dlscrlmlnatlon in Colorado 8 hlghway
construction trade. However, under the challenged law, certain groups (blacks,
Hispanics, Asian Americans and Native Americans) are presumed to be ‘
dlsadvantaged regardless of their personal histories or current affluence.

In.Kansas Clty, Clinton’'s lawyers want to continue, perhaps forever,‘
government by judiciary. That began in 1984, when a federal judge started
ordering what he called remedies for past discrimination in schools.

: i ‘
He has ordered, among much ellse, a $ 32 million "dual theme".madgnet school
for computer and classical Greek education, containing magnificent computers and

a field house with ‘an indoor track, a weight room, handball courts and an
Olympic-size pool. The judge has also decreed an agricultural school with live
- animals and a greenhouse. And a technical vocational school featuring lasers, -
optics and robotics. -And field trips around this country and to foreign
countries, flnanced by court-ordered "desegregation" fundlng
C , :

The U S Constltutlon guarantees to every state "a republlcan form of

government n meaning government by elected representatives.  Kansas Clty may

i
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well wonder what happened to that guarantee

Today Missouri spends almost 50 percent of its education budget on 9 percent
of its students, in Kansas Cltyiand St. Louis (which also is under court
_control). Per pupil spending in Kansas City is $ 13,500, compared with § 7,500
in the most affluent of suburban districts. The judge has assigned children to .
schools by race and decreed class sizes, and Clinton’s lawyers support his
de51re to contlnue because the district’s test scores are "at or below national
norms . : i : o ~
. i ‘

As this is written, Cllnton is preparing to address the nation about his core
convictions, just as soon as he and advisers  decide what they are. "What should
I be saying?" he recently asked a confidant who (this peculiar "confidant":

- evidently blabbed to the Los Angeles Times) replied: "Nothing: You've talked
enough. Give the people a break. Give us all a break and let us trim the

Christmas trees and get through the holldays before you say. anything else."

Sound advice. However, a pre81dent ‘speaks constantly through the actlons of
his administration. So, people wonder what Clinton believes in? The answer is
provided by his administration’s actions in the Coloradec and Kansas City cases,
and many other related actions. He believes in a racial and ethnic and sexual
" spoils system, admlnlstered in the name of group rlghts and "dlverSLty " So much

for Clinton’s "centrism. S

This spoils system deserves to be the central issue in 1996. California may

make it that. As Prop051tion‘187 demonstrated this year regardlng immigration,
California can shape the nation’s political conversation. And in 1996 the

~ following proposed amendment to Callfornla s constitution probably will be on

the state s ballot: .

"Nelther the state of California nor any of its political subdivisions or -
agents shall use race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin as a criterion
for either dlscrlmlnatlng agalnst or granting preferential treatment to, any
individual or group in the operation of the state S system of publlc employment
public education or public contractlng ".

‘fPre51dent1al candidates will be ‘drawn into&the‘debate‘about this. Indeed,
there might be,  .and should be, a's;mllar "colorblindness" amendment to the U.S.
Constitution put forward by then. o ' o '

Speaking about the case of the Colorado contractor, Rep. Kweisi Mfume
{D~-Md.}, head of the Congre381onal Black Caucus, defends a 10 percent set-aside
for minorities this way: "What the fllp of that is, is that it’s establishing, .
in the process, a 90 percent set-aside for white males."” The 1996 election
should be a referendum on whether Americans, white or black, want to live in an
America run like that. - ' ’ '

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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BYLINE: By Jerry Gillam, Times Staff Writer
, ’ . I

BODY : .
A new state commission to, regulate Callfornla s rapidly growing gambling
1ndustry would be established under " five separate measures. 1ntroduced on the
openlng day of the 1995-96 leglslatlve session.

The author of one of the bills, SB 5 ‘Sen. Tom Hayden (D-Santa Monica), said
gambling interests have spent $5 3 mllllon on campalgn contributions and »
lobbying activities in Sacramento since 1990.

For that reason, Hayden sald his proposal includes fund ra1s1ng prohlbltlons
limits on initiative contrlbutlons, and other conflict-of-interest provisions to
guarantee that the commmssron ean remaln independent of the gambllng industry.

Three of the five commissioners would be appointed by the governor, and one
each by the Speaker of the Assembly and the Senate Rules Committee. » :

Other gambllng_regulatory meéasures were introduced by Sen. Quentin Kopp
"(I-San Francisco), Sen. Ken Maddy (R-Fresno), Assemblyman Phillip Isenberg
(D-Sacramento)kand Assemblyman Curtls Tucker Jr. (D Inglewood) g

I
i

ASSEMBLY
Blll Introductlons
% None of the Above: AB 17 by Assemblywoman Jackie Speier (D- Bnrlingame)
would add a "none of the above!" category on the general election ballot for
statewide and legislative offlces ' .

* Paddling: AB 7 by Assemblyman Mlckey Conroy (R-Orange) calls for paddllng
as a punishment for minors who'are convicted of graffiti crimes.

* Afflrmatlve~Actlon ACA 2 by Assemblyman Bernie Rlchter (R-Chico) would
prohmblt‘thewstate 3nd its political subdivisions from using race, sex, color,
ethnicity or national origin as criteria for discriminating -against or
granting preferential treatment to any individual or group in publlc in the

areas of public employment education or contractlng

B X A

* Engllsh Only: AB 24 by Assemblyman Rlchard Mountjoy (R-Arcadia) would

require the state and its. polltlcal subdivisions to take steps to preserve,
protect and enhance the role of the- English language as the OfflClal language of

the state. e
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g
SENATE ‘}j DT T,
Blll Introductlons - oi7

* Parllamentary Government : SCA 1 by Sen Alfred Alqulst (D Santa Clara)
would create a parliamentary form of state government with a 120~ member,~
V81ngle house leglslature that would elect the governor -

* Term Limits: SB 2 by Sen. Quentln Kopp (I-San Franc1eoo};vupon approval by
voters, would impose term llmlts on local elected off1c1als S

* Drive- by Shootlngs SB 9 by Sen. Ruben Ayala (D- Chlno) would make those ‘
conv1cted of first-degree murder committed in a drive-by shooting’ subject to the

.death penalty or life 1mprlsonment w1thout pOSSlblllty of parole

* State Budget SCA 2 by Sen|. Quentln Kopp (I san Franc1sco) would ‘require a
simple majority vote instead of| a two-thirds majority vote to pass the state -
“budget, .and forfeiture -of legisilative pay for each day the budget is not adopted

after the June 15 constltutlonal deadllne .‘ : . o ,
A : ! '
LANGUAGE : - ENGI:JISH 7

I
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HEADLINE: Ballot initiative in Callfornla seeks to outlaw fac1a1 guotas
BYLINE: THOMAS D. ELIAS; Scripps Howard News Service

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES |
LOS ANGELES -- A new polltlcal war over affirmative actlon and
ethnic quotas may break out in Callfornla

A small group of antl—quota act1v1sts fired the first round

last month, submitting the text of a proposed ballot initiative to

.2 state attorney general for certification.

" The potentially precedent—setting measure would ban use of
race, sex, color, ethnicity and national origin in public
employment contracting and education.

"iThis initiative is deSLgned to make gure we have a
color-blind society with individual rights rather than group
entitlements, '’ says Glynn Custred, a professor of anthropology at
the Hayward campus of the California State University and the
measure’s chief author.

"v"Things have become absurdfin the national university
system, '’ adds Custred, who hopes to. quality his initiative for
California’s March 1996 presidential primary ballot. ""The system
is being bent out of shape by what comes under the general rubric
of polltlcal correctness. '’ :

Custred’s planned proposition is in part -a backlash against a
California legislative bill which would mandate that graduating
classes at public universities® reflect the ethnic composition of
the state’s populace. That progosal has passed the leglslature
twice, only to be vetoed by Gov. Pete Wllson

To get the anti-affirmative actlon proposition on the ballot,
the sponsors, formally called the California Civil Rights
“~itiative, must gather 616, OOO voter signatures. Custred is now

irching for a petition- c1rculat1ng firm to drum up 81gnatures

.2Xt year.

46



'

=~ The cause has already been adopted by prominent national

- snservatives like Pat Buchanan, William Buckley and William

" jusher, who believe that if thei measure were to succeed in
California it would likely be adopted in other states as well.
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Even though Custred and the few activists now helping him are
" delighted to have support from the political right, they insist
thelr prop051tlon is completely non-partisan.

""We're trylng our best to get the left 1nvolved too,’’ the
~initiative author declares.. ""We’'ve been trying to make contact .
with the Democratic Leadership Council and we don’t care a bit
~about any polltlcal 1mp11catlons this mlght have. '’

Custred said one of his major worries -is that nrwe . don, I waht
to be known as a conservative pét. We really want to make mainline
" Democrats our allies. My;pr@blem in a way, 1s that conservatives
have picked up on this. But™ I d also 1¥kerRogs Perot’s Unlted We

Lo in i ¥

Stand people to come aboard |

But he says the conservatlve campaign consulting firm of
Butcher, Forde will soorn begin raising money for the expected
campaign. .- o ,

| : .

Custred, in fact says_he sees his cause as ""a liberal »
issue. It"lelvqpenwth%w%plver51t1es to the very best’ students,
Ltter what thelrgbackgrouﬁh ‘

i
h
l

Even though Asian-Americans now make up more than 35“ ,
of the student body at the largest and most popular campuses of the
University of California -- Berkeley and Los Angeles -- some Asian
activists contend -they are subject to an unoff1c1a1 Juota in
university Samissions. ] e

"1We have suspected this for'a long time,’’ says Stewart

" Kwoh, director of t@emﬁsganﬂPaeiéic Amerlcan—Lega}—Center~ﬂn Los
Angeles But® ngglhas nqupecomewa_puollc_suppoxte@-@ﬁ—the CCRI
proposition, TWor have any other promimfent Asigps

}
'

Custred, however, believes the notion of color-blind hiring,
.college admissions and building contract awards is ""the only
pr1nc1ple that could work in a dlverse society like we have now.

’ '""Martln Luther Klng sald he dreamed that one day hls
children would be judged by the conduct of their character and not
~.the color of‘their_skin. That’s what we want, too. '’

He firmly denies any suggestlon that his initiative might be
con51dered rac1st

TANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: California ballot initiative would outlaw quotas
Group plans proposal to make public schools, employment ’color blind’.

BYLINE: Thomas D. Elias; Scripps Howard News Service

DATELINE& LOS ANGELES
‘ |
BODY : :
A new political war over afflrmatlve actlon and ethnlc quotas may break out
in California. ‘ i :
| _ :

A small group of anti-quota‘'activists fired the first round last month,
" submitting the text of a proposed ballot initiative to the state attorney
°era1 for certification.

) The potentially precedent-setting measure would ban use of race, sex, color,

ethnicity and national origin in public employment, contracting and education.

''This initiative is de51gned to make sure we have a color- bllnd socmety
with
individual rlghts ‘rather than group entltlements,” says Glynn Custred, a
professor of anthropology at the Hayward campus of the California State
University and the measure’s chief author.

"Thlngs have become absurd in the national university system,’’ adds
Custred
, who hopes to qualify his initiative for California’s March 1996 presidential
primary ballot. ’'The system is5 being bent out of shape by what comes under the

general rubric of political correctness.’’

Custred’s planned proposition is in part a backlash against a California
legislative bill that would mandate that graduating classes at public
universities refliect the ethnlc composition of the state’s populace. That
proposal has passed the leglslature twice, only to be vetoed by Gov. Pete
Wilson. ; » '

To get the anti—affirmative;action proposition on the ballot, the sponsors,
nally called the California’ Civil Rights Initiative, must gather 616,000



iher signatures. Custred is searchlng for a petition-circulating firm to drum
'“‘Slgnatures next year.

The cause has already been adopted by prominent national conservatives. such -
as Pat Buchanan, Wllllam F. Buckley and William Rusher, who believe that if the

measure succeeds in California 1t is likely to be adopted in other states as
well.

Even though Custred and theifew activists helping him are delighted to have
support from the political right, they insist their proposition is non

H
I

1
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-partisan.
”We’re:trying our best to gét the left involved, too,’" the initiative
author declares. ''We’ve been trying to make contact with the Democratic

Leadership Council and we don’ticare a bit about any political implications
this : L
might have.’’ ) . :

i

Custred ‘says he actually sees his cause as ’''a lrberal“lssue It will open
the unlver81t1es to the very best students, no matter what"thelr background r

LANGUAGE: English
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HEADLINE: ANOTHER WEDGE ISSUE LOOMING
i
BYLINE: Dan Walters ‘
- BODY :
Political practitioners calD them "wedge issues" and the name says it all:
concerns that have.the emotlonal 1mpact to define pollt1c1ans and motivate --
some would say divide -- voters

Abortlon is a wedge issue; So is capital punishment. Gun control c¢an be a
potent political icon. And in their heyday, Proposition 13 and the issue of tax

ﬁw;s could make or break politicians.

' 1

~Illegal 1mm1gratlon emerged 'this year as a driving and divisive political
issue, capsulated in Proposition 187, which was overwhelmingly approved by
voters and will, if upheld by the courts, deny public health and educational
benefits to undocumented immigrants:. :

The firestorm in California 'over Proposition 187 exploded into the national
political arena as major political figures, including President Clinton, and:
"major broadcasting and print media joined the debate. The fact that Gov. Pete
Wilson rode illegal immigration, as well as crime, into a landslide re-election

attests to its potency.

Illegal immigration continués to reverberate and will, one suspects, play a
role in the 1996 presidential elections, since Clinton -- who strenuously
opposed Proposition 187 -- will be campaigning for a second term among
California voters who strongly. supported it; and since one of the major
Republican hopefuls, Jack Kemp, also denounced it.

It could, however, be’ jolned by an even'moreAexplosive'cultural/political
fragmentatlon grenade: affirmative action, the highly contentious policy that’s

become ingrained in public and‘prlvate hlrlng, college admissions, contract
bidding and other transactions: by which soc1ety s benefits are distributed.

Those who benefit from it ?4 ethnic minorities, women, the dlsabled etc.



1 . . :
_ree it as correctlng a tllt against them But there is a r1s1ng backlash
~~»inst
i irmative action from’ whlte males and others who see it as reverse
dlscrlmlnatlon of attemptlng to correct social maladies, real and contrlved

by
stacking. the competltlve rules agalnst them

There 1s, ‘meanwhile, a raging argument among sociologists, journalists,

- political ‘scientists, radio talk show hosts and others who debate such things,
whether affirmative-action works, whether it’s jUSt and whether it exacerbates
.the stratification and trlballzatlon of American society. The current vehicle
for that deébate is a new book, "The Bell Curve," which" éxamines' the role of

|
|
l
a
|
|




— L ‘ : 'PAGE 4

PR
Sl

Sacramento Bee, November 17, 1994
human intelligence in social development and‘postulates the theory that much of

intelligence is genetic.

It is, in short, the wedge issuejto top all wedge issues and it’s likely to
show up on the California ballot in 1996 as "The California Civil. Rights
Initiative," which would outlaw affirmative action by barring the use of
ethnicity or gender "as a criterion for either discriminating against, or
granting preferential treatment!to, any individual or group . . . "

The measure has been kicking. around political circles for.a couple of yeéars.

Assemblyman Bernle Rlchter::E/Chlco introdu%ed it in. the Legislature this year

"and touched off_ 3 bltter debate that ended _wiien Democrats leled it.

Republlcans now appedr to have enough seats to control the Assembly, and
Richter is certain to return w1th a new bill that will get ‘a more favorable
hearing. In the meantime, the sponsors of the measure -- a coalition of
academics, libertarians and Jews, who have for years opposed affirmative action

nrograms -- are putting togethe£ a new initiative drive, saying it’s needed to
' ‘pate a "colorblind society." And they ‘are drawing the interest of Republican
waders who see it as having the same kind of divisive, definitional and/or
motlvatlonaW effects as Propos1tlon 187 -- only more so.

Stay tuned'for more developments.

DAN WALTERS' column appears daily, except Saturday. Write him at P.O. Box
15779, Sacramento, 95852, or call (916) 321-1195. :

..LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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BODY : ' ' : L
IN NOVEMBER 1916 Republlcan candidate Charles Evans Hughes, confident his
commandlng lead in the Electoral College guaranteed v1ctory over ‘Woodrow

7son,

t to bed early, telling aides he did not wish to be disturbed;

"After California’s returns |were wired east, however, a small troop of
reporters approached the candldate s suite, for comment.

"The pre81dent has retired for the night!" an alde responded

"Well, when he wakes up," Qne reporter cracked, "tell him he isn’'t
_president
- anymore . "

Eighty years later, the Golden State is more cruc1al than ever, with 54
electoral votes, a fifth of those needed to win. And no one is more cognizant
of .

California’s political weight than Bill Clinton, first Democrat in 28 years to
carry the state. Given his weakness in the South, Clinton must have California
to win again. . '

But 1f the GOP can take. back California, it is halfway home. As Barry
Goldwater used to say, it is as 81mp1e as that.

But retaking California Wlll not be easy because the GOP was not just
defeated there in '92, it was demolished, with just 31 percent of the vote.
i i .
To win back California, the party must win back the Perot vote, that vast
~.4dle-class constituency, alienated and populist, that felt itself abandoned

. .= Beltway.
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w “To the p01nt If the GOP is castlng about for a popullst issue to reunite
w37 old coalition and to slice |Bill Cllnton s new coalition asunder, that issue

v
|
i
t
i

is at hand.

The "Callfornla Civil, nghés Inltlatlve" will be on the ballot in ’96 if
backers can gather 616, OOO 81gﬁatures

What does the initiative do'> It amends the state. Constltutlon to read:
"Welther the state of Callfornla nor any of 1ts political aubd¢v151ons shall

i

1
‘
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use race, sex, color, ethnicityior national origin as a criterion either for
discriminating against, or granting preferential treatment to, any individual
or ‘ ' :
group in the operation of the state’s system of public employment, public
education or public contracting.™

The initiative is a quota buster.

"No more government hiring by sex or skin tone, " says the Orarige County
Register. "No racial quotas in university admissions. No more awards of public
~contracts on the basis of race rather than merit. No more dividing people up by

'
\

groups rather than honoring them as indiViduals

If the initiative should win in California, like the tax-cutting and
'term limit propos1tions that came out of the West, it would sweep the nation
I

Among the absurdities that impelled Bay Area scholar Glynn Custred to write

the initiative is an annual bill introduced in Sacramento that would mandate
that the graduating class of every state college reflect California’s ethnic.
ompos1tion o |

: ' i : . .

Politically, the initiative’s appeal is obvious. A 1988 California field
poll found 75 percent of voters opposed to racial preferences, including
majorities in every single ethnic group.

Not only would the initiative reunite the old Reagan coalition, it would
attract Jewish voters with memories of what quotas meant to their parents, and
Asian voters whose kids are victimized because they work too hard and succeed
too often.

Clinton would be forced to choose between the wing of his party that still
believes in judging men on their merits, not their color, and the part that
embraces quotas as a necessary instrument of equality. On an issue of vital
interest to each, Clinton would have to choose between his New Democrat
constituency or Jesse Jackson and the NAACP.

!

"As 96 ‘is the year term limits take effect in California, forcing Democrats
to take sides on the initiative could devastate the party.

Custred & Co. had hoped to have the initiative on the ballot by 1994, but
they are shooting for the Winner take-all presidential primary that has been
moved up to March 1996.

Meanwhile, Republicans in the 22 other states with ballot initiatives ought

‘be looking to put racial quotas to a popular vote; and the national GOP
.ould write a version of the initiative into the 1996 party platform.



‘% This matter is more crucial; than politics, or California in 96, or even

presidency. It is about whether America is going to remain one country, or

whether there is a Bosnia in our future. From the rac1al resentments and ethnic
t

!

t

hatreds alred daily on radlo and TV, it-is clear America is headed toward
Balkanization.

The initiative .would ring down the curtain on race-based and gender -based
entitlements. Rooted in the grand idea that enabled our immigrant ancestors to
come together to build this nation, it provides common ground upon which
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blacks, Asians, whites and Hispanics can stand together, to "grow" that nation,
; . . [ '

~the common ground that success here depends not on who your parents were, but

on , . i ’ .

who you are. . D

-Patrick J. Buchanan is a syndicated columnist.

i
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i
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BODY: . ‘ .
CLOSE your eyes, please, and think back to the situation 30
years ago (if you are over 30; if not, klndly use your
imagination). There is a huge flght going on in Congress over a
civil rights bill sponsored by Sen. Hubert Humphrey. He wants to
declare it a violation of federal law to discriminate agalnst
Amerlcan citizens simply because of their color.
e, |
. . jon the other side of the als&e, Sen. Barry Goldwater is
r*ot:estlng the bill. He says very convincingly that he abhors
racial discrimination (he did not permit it when he was involved in
the Goldwater merchandising enterprise), but that it is nowhere
written in the Constitution that if Sam Legree has a fried chicken
restaurant, he can be required ito take in customers he doesn’t want
to take in. ’

The Goldwater opposition was strong: It had all of the solid
South, segregationist for 100 years, on his 51de, and not a few-
strict constltutlonal constructionists.

The debate between the Humphrey forces and the Goldwater
forces goes on, and Goldwater charges that, as written, the
proposed civil ‘rights act might be used prejudicially against
non-black citizens. Humphrey insists that nothing of the sort will
ever grow out of his act, but he consents slightly to alter the
language, so that now 1t reads:

""Neither the [United Stateé government] nor any of its
political subdivisions or agents shall use race, sex, color,
ethnicity or national origin. as-a criterion for either
discriminating against, or granting preferential treatment to, any
individual or group in the operation of the state’s system of
public employment, public education or public contracting.

Anything wrong with that?

i
i

67
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.- Fast-forward to 1994. If Hdbért'Humphrey were here, he’d say,
=i there is nothing at all wrong with that language. But replace
.:Zhe United States government’l” above with ""the state of
Ccalifornia‘’‘ and you have what ltwo academics have proposed as an
amendment to the California Coqstitution.

1
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When a constitutional initiative is proposed in California,
it goes first to the attorney general. He then refers it to a
 "rpolicy analyst’’ and issues. a!""summary of the chief purpose and
points of the proposed measure. !’
Having done this, the attorney general adv1sed that if this
measure is passed, it will result in the elimination of affirmative
action programs costing ""tens of millions of dollars annually, '’
and also student assistant programs based on race, costing ""about
$ 50 million annually. ” ,

' He estimates the money that would be freed up to use in

nondlscrlmlnatory aid to educatlon at $ 120 million or more.
; T

, There are two problems, one of them for civil rlghts.

believers of the Humphrey school Theirs is to raise the money
needed to secure the 616,000 51gnatures to put the initiative on
the ballot in November. ™ Conservative resources were greatly
depleted by the attempt to promulgate the school voucher system
. last year, and many activists were demoralized by that initiative’'s
failure.

. The problem for today s llberals is that although most of
. im are formally opposed to discrimination against people even if
'Vuey are white and male, there lS an activist minority to cope with.

The polls show that more than 70 percent of the people

- nationwide oppose dlscrlmlnatlon But thexe is a heavy vote in
California -- blacks and Hlspanlcs in particular -- who, as we can
see from the policy analysls above, have preferential treatment
from the act passed in 1964 and its successor acts.

The California liberal legislator faces the quite hideous
problem of having either to a) back the California Civil Rights
Initiative, affirming opposition to discrimination; or b) oppose it
-- in order Lo appease ethnic mlnormtles

Now who would want to force llberal California pollt1c1ans to
speak out of only one side of thelr mouth? The sponsors of this
initiative and, presumably, all the Republicans and the Humphrey
Democrats who believe that current practices are a mutation of what
was intended 30 years ago when the great c1v1l rights bill was
passed.

Experts who have looked at the initiative predict that if the
money is raised to plant it before the voters in November, a
revolution will have been effected as resonant as Proposition 13,
whlch mobilized the voters agalnst runaway taxation.

I :
If the California initiative'is passed meaning will once
sain be transfused into legislative efforts to eliminate

- o | o ‘ . | © PAGE

68
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GOP racial strategy t

Just when I thought Pat Buchanan was beginning to think sensibly, he had to

spoil 1t by backing the Callfornla Civil Rights Initiative, the anti -quota
bill A

" its backers hope to put on the*ballot in 1996 ("The guota busters from

?arkeley,” OCp-Ed, Feb. 3). 3 o

fu.‘} i f
~ Buchanan wants to revive t%e old Nixon strategy of pitting the white middle

class against racial mlnorltlesi hoping to split up the Democrats and ensure a
Republican win by forcing Clinton to choose between his "new Democrat
constituency or Jesse Jackson and the NAACP." With Louis Farrakhan and his 11k
spoutlng racism, we don’t need a revival of the old Nixon tactics.to rlle up
the ,

mlnorltleS‘o“ce again.

It’s one thing to be competent and complaln that someone 1ncompetent took a'
job you were qualified for merely because he belonged to a racial minority that

had been given special perlleges It’s a totally different matter to deny a
competent minority member a ]Ob because of the color of his skin or his
rellglous praference. ‘ ,

Buchanan consistently crosses that line between honorable racial compromise

t

and racism 1f he would support ‘job creation and expandlng the American economy

to provide eﬂough 3obs for both the whlte mlddle class and mlnorltles, he would
be making a difference instead of merely exacerbating the problem.
Rmbert Prentiss o i

Francisco
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"courageous" person.

‘ﬁfﬁffirmative action program rights past racial wrongs

i | ‘

Patrick Buchanan’s condemnation of the "California Civil Rights Initiative"
(Opinion, Feb. 1) is just another racist smoke screen for Buchanan’s bigotry.
This is the man who, during the last primary campalgns, labeled Adolf Hitler a

As a black woman, I can testify that most people of color I come in contact

with support affirmative action. plans, goals, tables and set-aside programs to
right past racial wrongs. | ~

We have always had affirmative action in this country. Until the 1960s and
President Kennedy s brave actlons affirmative action meant giving - a white male_

the job PECGY M SPATES JOHNSON Chula Vlsta

So much for Ollle North, how about the Robb scandal°

Now that former Democratic Congressman Lionel Van Deerlln has had his day
with Ollie North (Opinidn, Jan 28) one can assume he will devote equal time
to

an unbiased commentary on North s opponent (Virginia’s U.S. senatorial

-election), incumbent Democratlc Sen. Charles Robb, about whose "charges of

personal scandal® Van Deerlin allotted an entlre sentence without elaboration.
TTMREK QUACKENBUSH Valley Center :

- ) |
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In this season of sulphurous politics, with people doubting the ability of
government institutions to produce social progress, something sensible has
happened. Acting on behalf of & Maryland Hispanic with the unlikely name of
Daniel Podberesky, a federal appeals court has unanimously declared
unconstitutional a scholarship program that restricts eligibility to students
of ' o !

a partlcular race.

ot T

Podberesky sailed through thh school with a 4 0 average and scored 1,340 on

hls SATs but was denied the rlght to compete for a Banneker Scholarship at the
University of Maryland. The Banneker program, comparable to programs at
two—thirda of America's colleges and universities, awards about 30 scholarships

to African-Americans.

. i .
In overruling a lower court!s approval of the program, the appeals court
. declared the program a violation of the 14th Amendment guarantee of equal
protection of the laws, and of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. The appeals court
rejected the university’s claim that the program was justified by rectifying
four present effects of past dlscrlmlnatlon by the unlversmty

The university says the four effects include the university’s poer
reputation '
among African- Amerlcans ‘the underrepresentatlon of African- Amerlcans in the
student population, low retention and graduation rates of African-American
students, 'and a campus atmosphere ’'’'perceived as being hostile to
African-American students.’’ The lower court said any of these four would
justify the Banneker program. '

The appeals court, by saylng that none of the four does, has set standards
SO
exacting that few if any scholarshlp programs exclusively for a partlcular
v~~ial or ethnic group will be.constitutional.

'
i



- The appéals court said that &ace-based government actions‘are constitutional

419 if there is strong evidéncpvthat the actions are truly remedial, meaning
narrowly targeted only at effects of past discrimination. The court warned
that ' : , .
if the lingering effects of past discrimination are not of sufficient magnitude

. _ C

M » " + + * + .
to justify race-conscious actions, such actions might be motivated by ’'’simple
racial politics’’ or ’’'notions of racial inferiority. ¢ : :

[N o -
The court said that if mere knowledge of past discrimination by an

institution produces a poor reputation of the institution among minorities, and
if that justifies race-based prbferences, such preferences will be justified as

B

long as there are history bookst Furthermore, the current social climate,

i
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irrespective of past discrimination by the university, is a sufficient
explanation of a poor racial atmosphere on campus. And the underrepresentation
and low retention and graduatlon rates of Afrlcan American students also can
be

explained by social factors other than past offenses by the university.

The fact that African—Ameridans‘from outside Maryland -'lndéed, blacks from
. outside the United States - are eligible for Banneker scholarships suggests
that '

the program’s ratlonale is notljust remedylng past dlscrlmlnatlon Rather, the

program aims to produce "dlver51ty * That may be a legltlmate unlversity

”'goal

~but it cannot be legitimately pursued by racially exclusive programs. Neither
does a university’s desire to have ‘’‘role models’’ and ’’'mentors’’ for
African-American students make ra01ally exclu51ve programs constitutional.

This rullng comes three mondhs after a federal judge declared
unconstitutional the UnlverSLty of Texas Law School policy of maintaining
separate admissions programs for whites and minorities. Such rullngs suggest
that courts are prudently retréatlng from permissiveness regarding.’’'race-
.consc1ous” government programs

;zHowever, this course correctiion by the judiciary may be coming too late to
forestall more forceful and comprehensive measures. In 1986 the country may
again be swept up in a California controversy

Today Callfornla S Prop081t1bn 187, the ballot initiative that would deny
most non- emergency state serv1ces to xllegal immigrants, demonstrates the power

of Callfornwans to pull the ot@er seven-eighths of Americans into an argument.
Two years from now an even more furlous debate probably will rage around the
California Civil Rights Initiatiive, which would allow California voters to make

the following into law:

€.

'’Neither the state of California nor any of its political subdivisions or
agents shall use race, sexXx, colbr, ethnicity or national origin as a criterion
for either'discriminating against, or granting preferential treatment to, any
individual or group in the operatlon of the state’s system of public
employment, i
public educatlon or publlc conbractlng

The contlnent wide. reverberatlons of this debate could lead to a similar
amendment to the U.S. Constltutuon, mandating ccolor-blind public policy.’

Some people will say that sdch an amendmént, and the California initiative, -
»~d the decision against the Banneker program represent retreats from
: rogress ' But as C.S. Lewlslsald "'We all want progress,. but if you’re on



'
¥

the wrong road, progress means doing an about-turn and walking back to the
- . : . :

- -.d; in that case, the man whoiturns back soonest is the most progréssive(/’

i
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BODY : | : ' . . : |
The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "I have a dream that my four little

.'children will one day 1ive in |a nation where they.will not be judged by the
. color of their skin but by the,content of their character

- These .words havetlgnited the flames of freedom in countless souls. Over the
years;“honeVer, the cherished. goal of a cole —blind soclety, wthh was Sso -

eloquently described by King, has been sacrificed on the altar of political
7ediency ‘ : : ‘ :

-

During the Kennedy and Johnson administrations, executive orders were

issued i !

. to require iederal contractors to maintain nondiscriminatory employment
practices. Following. the Vision of King’s speech, the actual language of the
orders plainly prohibited discrimination that either favored or disfavored any

_ one indiVidual Oor group on the baSis of race.

But the altruistic attempt to assure equal treatment was soon reshaped and
adulterated by ideologues. In!the late 1960s, after the passage of the 1964
Civil Rights Act, the emphasis began to shift from equality of opportunity to
equality of- results, and from {individual rights to group rights. Reverse
discrimination - or, as it is Jeuphemistically called, "affirmative.action," -
found its way onto the American political landscape Americans soon divided
into AN I :
two camps: those who could lawfully be preferred under affirmative action
guidelines and‘those ‘who | could lawfully be discriminated against.

As government -sponsored discrimination continued, the seeds were sown for
the balkanized contemporary American soc1ety With which we now wrestle. Amid
the , »
conflicting claims of multicuﬂturalism, Afro centrism, feminism, the men’'s
movement,; children’s rights, gays and Jesbians, etc., some common center has |
been lost. Individuals have been encouraged to s0 claSSify themselves in order
to obtain' a "Victimized" status : : :

: The response to this phenémenon has taken many forms. Perhaps the most
$V' . .
|
.
|

I
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~positive is the attempt, now Qnder way in California, to place an amendment to
“™e gtate constitution on the 11994 ballot. It is called the California Civil
-~ ghts Initiative and it is designed to give the electorate of that state

something they have never had |before: an opportunity to vote directly against
discrimination. ‘ A :

The language of the amendment is simple. It says that Cadlifornia and any of

\ S e ' ] : : o .
its political subdivisions may not use race, sex, ethnicity, color or national
origin as:a. criterion for discriminating against, or granting preferential



pgliéfs, and give Colorado the opportunity to make King'’'s noble dream the law
) . ’.’:," I . R .
-2 land. :

Tom Tancredo is president of the Independence Institute, a Golden-based
conservative think tank. He formerly served in the Bush administration as
regional administrator of the |[Department of Education.
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' SCHRAG is a columnist and edltorlal page editor of The

BODY: ‘ '

A Republican attempt to proh&blt California government agencies from
discriminating for or against individuals on the basis of race, ethnicity or
‘gender got a three-hour hearlng in the ‘Assembly Judiciary Committee this month,

followed by the predictable brushoff from the committee’s majority Democrats.
"It is one of the most dangerous pieces of legislation I have w1tnessed in my
'*ur years here," said Assemblywoman Barbara Lee, D-Oakland.

We should only be so lucky. |,

The California Civil Rights’Inltlatlve (CCRI), a constitutional amendment
that would have required a two-thirds vote in each house of the Legislature in
order to go on the ballot, had jas much chance as a snowball in a furnace. It
'was sponsored by Assemblyman Bernie Richter of Chico and had some 42
-legislative l
co- sponsors one of whom was a\Democrat ‘and one an Independent.

It's a 51mply worded proposmtlon. Its key passage says, ”Nelther the state
nor any of mts polltlcal subd1V151ons or agents shall use race, sex, color,

ethnicity or national orlgln as a c¢riterion for either dlscrlmlnatlng against,
or granting preferential treatment to, any individual or group in the operation

of the state s system of publlc employment public education or public
contracting. '

- Put that proposition to the .voters unadorned and you’'re likely to get a
sweep. It’'s as American as Abraham Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr.: Judge
people as individuals on what they can do, .on the content of their character,
not on what group they belong to or the color of their skin.

It's not the way things work either in the universities, where much of the
1 and inspiration for CCRI comes from, or many other places in the public
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-~i~ena. - Everywhere there are preferences based at least partly on something
"in hiring, in college admissions and in a thousand subtle other ways.

The reasons for some: offlclal preferences are obv1ous enough: 1) to make up’
for the llngerlng effects of past discrimination and 2) to try to get in the
professions, in the civil service and on the campuses people who, at the very
least, are not strlklngly dlfferent in pigmentation from the rest of the
populace. | .

But as thv ‘backers of the CCRI point out ‘the thlng has go e to the p01nt
where new of enses arxre commltted in the effort to remedy the’ old Should there

¢
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be scholarships reserved for blacks or Hispanics? Should college departments be

offered bopnties for-bagging«mlnorities in their faculty recruiting? Should
there be legislative requirements of racial proportionality, not only in
universityiadmissions, but in graduation rates?

Should people of the rlght color or sex be glven preference in contract%ng
with publlc agencies, even if ﬂt costs the public more? And to what extent
should success of a particular: lethnic group -- Asians in academic achievement

for example -- itself become a :reason for race-based restrictions against them?
- : | A

In some instances, these thlngs have reached such totemic proportions that
just questlonlng them is regarded as evidence of racism. '

But it’ s not the whole storx. Even CCRI's sponsors, who now hope to get the

measure on the ballot by the initiative route, acknowledge that there are
colleges that give preference in admission to children of alumni or, as at the
University, of Callfornla, to.the offspring of 'legislators. And there are
almoet _ )

hout doubt fire and pollce departments and probably other public agencies

VW@ll where it still doesn’t hﬁrt~to be related to somebody, or at least to
know ; , .
them, whatever the civil servide regulations say.

~ More important, there are legitimate sensibilities and experiences that come

. : : |

with certain backgrounds that may well be important in the selection of police
officers or in enriching the composition of a campus. Where two candidates are
otherwise similarly qualified iwhat ' s’ wrong with giving. preference to the one
whose parents are 1mmlgrants and grew up in the barrio?

CCRI’'s backers point out, correctly, that economic disadvantage could be
used o .
more legltlmately to accompllsh almost the game thing. But the very ‘precision
in CCRI's language is likely to run colleges and other state agencies afoul on

the one hand of federal laws that encourage affirmative action and, on the
other, to invite still more suﬂts from disappointed applicants every time
there’s a suggestion that race jor gender might have been used, however
marglnallyu as a crlterlon

All that belng sald however, CCRI nonetheless reflects a set of
1ncreas1ngly | ' . '

“ious problems and grlevances that, as the state becomes ever more diverse,

1 become all the more vexrng '



; . :

At what point do objective c%iteria and real performance become secondary to
B ? N

N

f~ﬁe politically correct imperatives of diversity, as in some cases they already

are, thereby making it harder ahd harder to maintain standards of'quality? To
what extent do preferences for margiqal»candidates lead to frustration when its

N |
beneficiaries are overwhelmed?

~ The questions run on: To what extent will the real achievements of
minorities » ,
be diminished by the susp1c1on that they, too, got some-kind‘of break? To what
1

extent does the whole process generate mutually self- valldatlng backlash that
further institutionalizes race in our society? And at what point, given our
growing diversity, do the definitiocnal problems about who is what -- '
definitions, ironically, that sqguint right back to the slaveholders’ racial
distinctions -- become both absurd and totally unmanageable?

The problem may lie as much ﬁn the idea of subjecting these processes to a
rigid legal formula as in the formula chosen. And it lies in the unchecked
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spread of the idea that everything ~-- college admissions, college graduation, a
. Lo ’ o N . .

1 .

job -- is an entitlement not to|be abridged without due process.
‘ -

But the complaint of the CCRi people is real enough, and it has legs.
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. THE FIGHL for race bllnd pu
Career

‘affirmative-action activist Eva"

‘California’ Civil Rights Initiatl
racial mlschlef

an Francisco Chronicle
, 1994, FRIDAY, FINAL EDITION

EN FORUM

Policyr

blic policy in California has been joined.

Paterson (Open Forum, August 22) calls the
ive, proposed for the 1996 ballot, a ‘’'bit of

24

Paterson a queen bee in the hive of the Bay Area’s handout advocacy elite,
cys that because columnist Pat Buchanan rlghtly senses that the 1n1t1at1ve is

;ucapullst 1SSue, there must be s

Buchanan has merely said the
isn’t runnlng around the state
this. : .

omethlng 51nlster in i1ts intent.

1n1t1at1ve is a potentlal populist issue. He

or country stumplng for it. On the«contrary,

initiative effort, with only a |[handful of staffers and barely any money in the -

bank has attracted support fre

Conservatlve act1v1st Wllllém ‘Rusher sits on the 1n1t1at1ve adv1sory board,

but so.do moderate state senato
the left i< in the development

- Institution like the 1n1t1at1ve
" Progressive

m rlght center, and, yes, the left

rs Tom Campbell and Quentin Kopp. Support from
stage, but traditional Democrats at .the Hoover .

s . language - as do some people at the

Policy Instﬂtute and the Sacrawento Bee edltorlal board, both center left

”’Instltutlonal racism’’ w1ﬂ
comes -
as a surprise? No, that body of
establishment,; but which has ‘ha

1 be another llkely accusatlon Should that

opinion that calls ltself the c1v1l rlghts
d no mercy for those =-- white, black, Asian,

Latino or Native American -- who have stood up for the 1nd1v1duallsm and
merltocracy, doesn’t know another way ' .

In the‘past, any one of any |race knew better than to question affirmative
action in public, for fear of belng denounced with every “’ism’’ in ‘the

.¢*~tionary. But the times, they are a changin’.

iffirmative action have galned respectability because of the tactics of

. .erson. and company

N !
|

!

l

T |
I |
i

i

- The private resentments fueled



~:They have cluttered Amerlcan 11fe w1th intrusive regulations. They have

ven i
broad powers to such outside institutions as federal courts to force local
governments to become social englneers They have tried to destroy those of -
minority backgrounds who had the audacity not to follow their commands. And
they |
have 1n51dlously encouraged a vast number of Amerlcans to belleve that they are

not welcome at the table, whlle;they Slt at places of honor.

There’s no doubt that if, as?the'initiative proposes, racial discrimination
in public agency hiring is madeiillegal, Paterson and company will have a

|
E
|

1
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25

slice of their power base takeniaway;'But if there:weren’t racial opportunists

having their way with
initiative.

LANGUAGE : ENGLISH

‘affirmative'action, there would be no need for the
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BODY
'HYPOCRIQY IS A TWO-WAY ST%EET’

"Editor -- This letter is in: response to a letter from Matthew L. Peterson
(Chronicle, August 22) . |
Dear  Mr. Peterson: I'm aIwaQs amazed at the hypocrisy that is constantly
_demonstrated by right-wing zealots in this country. Whenever a liberal-minded
politician or individual expresgses a view that is contrary to the right-wing
mind set, that person is immed%ately branded a ‘’pink’’ un-American. To the

ntrary, whenever a right-winger exercises her/hls First Amendment rights,
gy
-u_é immediately labeled as "defenders of freedom.’’ Right-wingers are all for
active lobbying and participation as long as it furthers their
ultra-conservative agenda, but ‘the moment a liberal group does likewise, they
are accused of pushing their values and lifestyles on the rest of ‘us.

Right-wingers are just upti%ht because their fire does not appeal to a
majority of Americans. The Republicans don’t control the White House and
Congress due to the deep ideolégical divisions within their party.

"~ Yes, Repuollcans do deserve}credlt for helping to pass legislation such as
NAFTA and the crime bill in the House on Sunday. But, that’s because all
politics are local and most Amerlcans are moderates. The heavy anti-NAFTA
lobbylng By labor and Ross Perot didn’t appeal to the majority. And during the
crime bill debate, the gun- nuts"polltlcal death threats were just plain too
much. In each case, a dlfferent coalition of Democrats and Republicans put
aside ‘
partisan wrangling and did'wha¢ was best for the country.

‘ , . i » ’ S L

I wonder if the Republicans‘can do the same thing. If the GOP wants to
assume
control of the White House and/or Congress in 1996, its first challenge is to
take responSLblllty for the actlons and policies of the 1ncrea81ngly powerful
right- wing Christian elements in the party -

PIETER VAN ZANDT ' 3

‘San Mateo
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Almost every article one reads about Clinton and the Democrats in the House

blames the pre81dent for being |’weak’’ and unable to get the support of all of

the members of his party. It is:'a seldom published fact that the ’'’Democrat
majority’’ means nothing in reallty, particularly in the House of
Representatives. The Black Caucus often opposes many of the proposals put
forward by that ’’majority,’’ and the Southern Democrats have not voted with
the | :
Democrat Party since civil rlghts was enacted

{

I think the American people *ould be better served if they were informed
.about reasons for discord among|the Democrats rather than blaming a president

for not accompllshlng an 1mp0881ble feat.
B.D. HOUGH

Orinda

!

"REVERSE DISCRIMINATION'
: !

N Edltor -- The Open Forum plece by Eva Paterson (’ ’Buchanan Is Trying To
- _vide Californians,’’ Chronlcle August 22) evinces either her colossal
ignorance or her intentional deceptlon One would think that a director of a
lawyer’s committee for civil rlghts would recognize that both our federal and
state constitutions provide for:the civil rights and for the ’'’equal protection
of .the laws’’ for all persons. |
: i | L . : | :
Thus, the California Civil R%ghts Initiative would simply and finally end
the . : :

reverse.diacrimination that has!resulted from the well-inten tioned affirmative

|
action laws as administered by Eva Paterson and her ilk. It is high time that
she and her ilk stop the McCarthyism toward people like Mr. Buchanan and others

who recognize that it is wrong to remedy past discrimination by denying equal
opportunity to Asians, Jews and males who had nothlng to do with that past.

I
L.D. MANNE-BERG, Esqg.
San Francisco ;
‘ }
1
. TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE

iditor -- In every other country where universal coverage is the key of

|
1
l
!
|
|
t
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BRODY :

JusT WHEN we thought Patrick Buchanan was but an unpleasant memory from the
1992 presidential campaign, he has resurfaced, adopting a new and le;Slve
cause. S ‘

Buchanan recognlzes, as do most pundits, that California’s electoral votes
are the jewel in the crown of whoever wants to be elected pre81dent in 1996

,'Xl .
.. .4 He has concluded that the Republlcan Party must find a popullst issue to win

~nack the Perot voters, fracturelthe coalltlon that put Cllnton in the White
House and rebulld the old Reagan coalition.

What issue, pray tell has Mr Buchanan selected? When all else falls, play .
the race card. The people who brought you Willie Horton are proposing to use
ra01al ten81ons as a way to getithemselves back into the Whlte House.

In a recent syndlcated coluqn Buchanan explained his plan for winning the
1994 presidential election by. w Pnnlng California’s 54 electoral votes.

L ' : | .

., ''To win back - California, }t@e party must win back the Perot vote, that vast
middle- class constltuency, alle ated and populist, that felt itse€lf abandoned
by , : -

the Beltway P
''To the point: If the GOP ils casting about for a populist issue to reunite
its o0ld coalition and to sliceéBill Clinton’s new coalition asunder, that issue

. ’ |
is at hand.’’

The vehicle Buchanan is using is called the ’’California Civil Rights
Initiative.’’ This bit of racidl mischief would amend the state Constitution by

v

naking all’ voluntary affirmative action by public entities illegal.



¢ .
. i
‘ : |

_As civil rights advocates, we will readily admit that affirmative action is
-.atile and controversial issue for many people of good will.

. — . ' ‘
Some of our Asian and Jewish friends are understandably concerned about past
. ~ : ] : , o .
' ‘ o . % . o D : J .
and current ceilings imposed oni their communities in school and university
admissions. :
Working-class whites confront an evolving American culture and a shrinking

B - v | . "
economy. The Buchananites man;pplate these concerns, exacerbating sgtrained
relations between communities in our state. ‘ ‘
. ; T : )
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The Buchananites are too often successful in settlng allles against each
other.

They use Asian Americans, foi example, as a shield from behind which to

. throw o : _

rocks at corrective measures, such as affirmative action, that try to balance
200 years of legally sanctionediracial and ethnic discrimination. Demagogues
. who have never done a thing for. A51an Amerlcans suddenly become their blggest'
'advocates

Thankfully, on August 10, the Assembly Judiciary Committee, recognizing that.
we. need programs to guarantee opportunity to people of color and womerni, refused

‘ | : \ ‘
to vote to put the so-called ”Civil Rights Initiative’’ on the ballot.

| C _ - :
" ’May you live intereésting t%mes v is an old curse. These times are fraught

with peril .if we do not come to‘terms with the Amerlcan dilemma, race. Patrick
Buchanan and his ilk want to further divide us. To ensure opportunity for
groups i , _ ‘ ' - ‘
Mo have been discouraged, left:out and locked up, we must grapple with this
oubllng issue. ’ '
I

We Californians who llve 1n the natlon s most diverse state, must refuse to

amend our Constltutlon and turnlback the hands of time vis-a-vis racial
justice. . ‘

LANGUAGE: "'ENGLISH
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